










































































Mentions briefly Bigger Thomas
(p. 510) and W (p. 544).

255. Perkins, George, Sculley
Bradley, Richmond Croom Beatty, and
E. Hudson Long. “After the Second
World War,” in their The American
Tradition in Literature. Seventh
edition. Vol. 2. New York: McGraw-
Hill, pp. 1369-1375.

Revised reprint of 1981

256. “After the Second World
War,” in their The American
Tradition in Literature. Seventh
edition (shorter edition). New York:
McGraw-Hill, pp. 1605-1611.

Partial reprint of 1981

257. [Perkins, George]. “Richard
Wright (1908-1960),” in The American
Tradition in Literature. Ed. Sculley
Bradley, Richmond Croom Beatty, E.
Hudson Long, and George Perkins.
Seventh edition. Vol. 2. New York:
McGraw-Hill, pp. 1358-1359.

Revised reprint of 1974.142

258. [ ]. “Richard Wright (1908-
1960) ,” in The American Tradition in
Literature. Seventh edition (shorter
edition). Ed. Sculley Bradley,
Richmond Croom Beatty, E. Hudson
Long, and George Perkins. New York:
McGraw-Hill, pp. 1594-1595.

Revised reprint of 1974.142

259. Peterson, Bernard L., Jr.
Black American Playwrights and
Dramatic Writers: A Biographical
Directory and Catalog of Plays,
Films, and Broadcasting Scripts.
Westport, Conn.: Greenwood, pp. Xiv,
19, 20, 185, 201-204.
Includes a biographical sketch of
W with notes on NS as drama and
film, “Fire and Cloud,” the play
LD, Daddy Goodness, and
unpublished dramatic writings.
Mentions W elsewhere and points
out Melvin B. Tolson's dramatic
adaptation of BB.

Early

25

260. Petrie, Dennis W. “Timothy Dow
Adams. Telling Lies in Modern
American Autobiography.” Modern
Fiction Studies, 36 (Winter), 588-
589.
Review commenting on Adams's
treatment of BB.

261. Platt, Anthony M. “Racism in
Academia: Lessons from the Life of
E. Franklin Frazier.” Monthly
Review, 42 (September), 29-45.

Mentions W briefly (pp. 30, 41).
262. Powell, Timothy B. “Toni
Morrison: The Struggle to Depict the
Black Figure on the White Page.”
Black American Literature Forum, 24
(Winter), 747-760.

Comments briefly on “The Man Who

Lived Underground” and NS (pp.

748, 754-755).
Reprinted: 1997
263. Prestianni, Vincent.

“Bibliographical Scholarship on
Three Black Writers.” QObsidian II, 5
(Spring), 75-85.
Mentions W briefly (p. 75).
264 . Prevost, Verbie Lovorn. “Theses
and Dissertations for 1989.” South
Atlantic Review, 55 (November), 161-
184.
Lists a dissertation by La Vinia
Delois Jennings, “Sexual Violence
in the Works of Richard Wright,
James Baldwin, and Toni Morrison”
(p. 173).

265. Proefriedt, William A. “The
Immigrant or 'Outsider' Experience
as Metaphor for Becoming an Educated
Person in the Modern World: Mary
Antin, Richard Wright and Eva
Hoffman.” MELUS, 16 (Summer), 77-90.
Discusses W's ambivalent attitude
toward his childhood as expressed
in BB, comparing it to analogous
experiences of two Jewish
immigrants. Moving between
cultures, Proefriedt believes, is



probably educational.

266 . Rackham, Jeff, and Beverly J.

Slaughter. “Fiction,” in their The

Rinehart Reader. New York: Holt,

Rinehart and Winston, pp. 564-569.
Includes comments on “The Man Who
Was Almost a Man.”

267. “The Man Who Was Almost
a Man Richard Wright (1908-1960),”
in their The Rinehart Reader. New
York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston,
pp. 678-679.

Biographical headnote with a

full-page photograph.

268. “Writing Assignments for

Chapter Thirteen,” in their The

Rinehart Reader. New York: Holt,

Rinehart and Winston, pp. 689-691.
Includes one assignment on “The
Man Who Was Almost a Man.”

269. The Rinehart Reader.
Fort Worth: Holt, Rinehart and
Winston, pp. 565, 567, 569, 678-689,
691.
Reprints “The Man Who Was Almost
a Man” and comments on its
technique, symbolism, and style.
Includes a photograph of W,
headnote, and topics for writing.

270. Rampersad, Arnold. “V. S.
Naipaul: Turning in the South.”
Raritan: A Quarterly Review, 10
(Summer) , 24-47.
Concludes the essay by comparing
Naipaul and W in their alienation
from their origins. Mentions BB,
O, SH, BP, PS, and CC.

271. Raper, Julius Rowan.
Modern Southern Fiction: A
Postmodern View.” The Southern

“Inventing

Literary Journal, 22 (Spring), 3-18.
Mentions briefly W (p. 6) and
Bigger Thomas (p. 8).

272. Rehin, George. “Jean Toomer,
Cane; Robert K. Jones and Margery
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Toomer Latimer (eds.), The Collected
Poems of Jean Toomer; Cynthia Earl
Kerman and Richard Eldridge. The
Lives of Jean Toomer: A Hunger for
Wholeness.” Journal of American
Studies, 24 (April), 138-139.

Review mentioning W briefly.

273. Reid, Calvin. “Ruling Allows
Use of Unpublished Material to
Establish Fact: Fair Use Case Won by
R. Wright Biographer M. Walker.”
Publishers Weekly, 237 (12 October),
8.

Explains the favorable ruling

granted to Margaret Walker in a

suit brought by Ellen Wright.

274. Reilly, John M. “Giving Bigger
a Voice,” in New Essays on Native
Son. Ed. Keneth Kinnamon. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, pp. 35-
62.
Demonstrates how narrative
techniques are carefully used to
subvert conventional American
racial discourses and to
establish the authority and
authenticity of the protagonist's
voice. “Bigger's achievement of
voice stands as a symbol of the
purpose of Afro-American
literature” (p. 62).
275. “Richard Wright 1908-
1960,” in The Heath Anthology of
American Literature. Vol. 2. Ed.
Paul Lauter et al. Lexington, Mass.:
D. C. Heath, pp. 1786-1787.
Headnote to “The Man Who Was
Almost a Man” commenting on UTC,
NS, BB, and AH. Rooted in Afro-
American culture, W presents in
“The Man Who Was Almost a Man” a
“story for everyone.”

276 . Rose, Mike. Lives on the
Boundary: A Moving Account of the
Struggles and Achievements of
America's Educational Underclass.
New York: Penguin, p. 36.

Reprint of 1989




277. Rowell, Charles H. “'Down Don't
Worry Me': An Interview with Michael
S. Harper.” Callaloo, 13 (Fall),
780-800.

Contains many comments by Harper
on reading W and using him as a
poetic subject.

278. “An Interview with John
Edgar Wideman.” Callaloo, 13
(Winter), 47-61.
Both Rowell and Wideman mention W
briefly (pp. 53, 55).

279. Rubin, Louis D., Jr. “The High
Sheriff of Yoknapatawpha County: A
Study in the Genius of Place,” in
Faulkner and Popular Culture. Ed.
Doreen Fowler and Ann J. Abadie.
Jackson: University Press of
Mississippi, pp. 242-264.

Mentions W briefly (p. 247).

280. Ruoff, A. LaVonne Brown, Jerry
W. Ward, Jr., Richard Yarborough,
Frances Smith Foster, Paul Lauter,
and John W. Roberts. “African
American Literature,” in Redefining
American Literary History. Ed. A.
LaVonne Ruoff and Jerry W. Ward, Jr.
New York: The Modern Language
Association of America, pp. 287-326.
Lists primary works (books) by W

(p. 312), secondary works on W
(pp. 325-326), and mentions W
elsewhere.

281. Ruppersburg, Hugh. Robert Penn

Warren and the American Imagination.
Athens: The University of Georgia
Press, p. 187.
Notes Warren's authorship of the
W headnote in American

Literature: The Makers and the
Making.
282. Salzman, Jack, ed. American

Studies: An Annotated Bibliography,

1984-1988. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, pp. 665, 674, 690,
692, 699, 701, 724.

Mentions W in annotations on
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books by Bernard W. Bell, Michael
G. Cooke, Theodore L. Gross,
Trudier Harris, Sanehide Kodama,
Lewis A. Larson, and Valerie
Smith.

283. Sanders, Leslie. “The Politics
of Representation: Some Recent
African-American Literary
Criticism.” The Canadian Review of
American Studies, 21 (Fall), 247-
260.

Comments on Valerie Smith's

treatment of NS (p. 255).
284 . Saunders, James Robert. “The
Ornamentation of 0ld Ideas: Gloria

Naylor's First Three Novels.” The
Hollins Critic, 27 (April), 1-11.
Mentions briefly NS (p. 2).

Reprinted: 1993

285. Savery, Pancho. “'Git a Stool.
Let Me Tell You Something': Call and
Response in No Day of Triumph.”
Black American Literature Forum, 24
(Summer), 277-298.
Mentions briefly W, NS, and W's
introduction to No Day of

Triumph.

286. “The Third Plane at the
Change of the Century: The Shape of
African American Literature to
Come,” in Left Politics and the
Literary Profession. Ed. Lennard J.
Davis and M. Bella Mirabella. New
York: Columbia University Press, pp.
236-253.

Mentions briefly Fabre's work on

W (p. 243).

287. Sayre, Robert F. “Fabricating
Lives: Explorations in American

Autobiography. By Herbert

Leibowitz.” The Journal of American

History, 77 (December), 983-984.
Review mentioning W briefly.

288. Sharpe, Patricia, F. E. Mascia-
Lees, and C. B. Cohen. “White Women
and Black Men: Differential



Responses to Reading Black Women's
Texts.” College English, 52
(February), 142-153.
Mentions briefly W's review of
Their Eyes Were Watching God (p.
145) .

289. Shaw, Harry B. “Introduction,”
in his Perspectives of Black Popular
Culture. Bowling Green, Ohio:
Bowling Green State University
Popular Press, pp. 1-6.

Mentions briefly W and NS (p. 5).

290. Sheppard, R. Z. “Foul Weather
for Fair Use.” Time, 135 (30 April),
86-87.

Mentions Ellen Wright's suit

against Margaret Walker.

Mentions briefly NS.

291. Shockley, Ann Allen. “The Negro

Woman in Retrospect: Blueprint for

the Future,” in Black Women's

History: Theory and Practice. Vol.

2. Ed. Darlene Clark Hine. Brooklyn:

Carlson Publishing, pp. 575-579.
Reprint of 1965

292. Shorris, Earl. “Somebody in
Books.” The Nation, 250 (5
February), 174-175.
Review of Bettina Drew's
biography of Nelson Algren
mentioning his friendship with W.

293. Smith, Carter, ed. American
Historical Facts on File: The Black
Experience. New York: Facts on File,
pp. 4.61, 5.57.
Large photograph of W with
biographical note. NS is
mentioned in a similar entry for
Toni Morrison.

294. Sollors, Werner. “Culture,
Southern?” Appalachian Journal, 17
(Summer), 408-418.
Essay-review of Encyclopedia of
Southern Culture mentioning W,
BB, UTC, and “The Ethics of
Living Jim Crow.”

295. . “Of Mules and Mares in a
Land of Differences; or, Quadrupeds
All?” American Quarterly, 42 (June),
167-190.
Notes W's criticism of Zora Neale
Hurston as commented on by Elaine
Showalter and Gilbert and Gubar
(p. 170). Also quotes an
interesting unpublished publicity
statement by W about BB (p. 189).

296. Spencer, Norman. “Juju Jazz and

Mojo Blues.” American Book Review,

11 (January-February), 16, 25, 28.
Mentions W briefly (p. 25).

297. Strout, Cushing. Making
American Tradition: Visions and
Revisions from Ben Franklin to Alice
Walker. New Brunswick, N. J.:
Rutgers University Press, pp. 164-
176.
In a chapter entitled “Invisible
Men and Native Sons in Wright and
Ellison,” Strout examines their
personal relationships and
compares Invisible Man and NS.
Ellison improves on W by his use
of folklore and his rejection of
political radicalism.

298. Taylor, Walter, “The Priest
Line,” in Critical Essays on William
Faulkner: The McCaslin Family. Ed.
Arthur F. Kinney. Boston: G. K.
Hall, pp. 245-258.

Reprint of 1987

299. Taylor, Willene P. “The
Blindness Motif in Richard Wright's
Native Son.” CLA Journal, 34
(September), 44-58.
Examines literal and, especially,
metaphorical blindness in the
novel. Emphasizes imagery of
darkness and light and the
contrast between illusion and
reality. Only Bigger and, to a
lesser degree, Buddy and Max
manage to gain some vision.

300. Thornton, Jerome E. “The



Paradoxical Journey of the African
American in African American
Fiction.” New Literary History, 21
(Spring), 733-745.

Mentions W briefly (pp. 734-735).
301. Traoré, Ousseynou B.
“Introduction.” The Literary Griot,
2 (Spring), iv-viii.

Comments on the essay by

Nagueyalti Warren in this issue.

302. Tuttleton, James W. “Fictions
and Fabrications in Autobiography
Today.” The New Criterion, 8
(March), 32-40.
Mentions briefly W and Communism
(p. 39).

303. Uba, George. “Only a Man: The
Folkloric Subtext of Richard
Wright's 'Down by the Riverside.'”
Essays in Literature, 17 (Fall),
261-269.
Since the story “compresses an
entire history of oppression
into...a single day,” realistic
plausibility is not an issue. As
in black folklore, Mann makes
morally right choices with
calamitous results. Neither a
trickster nor a Bad Nigger, he
cannot survive either physically
or psychically.

304. Vaillant, Janet G. Black,
French, and African: A Life of
Leopold Sedar Senghor. Cambridge,
Mass.: Harvard University Press, pp.
196, 213, 285, 286-287.
Mentions W's belief that blacks
could become French, notes his
relation to Présence Africaine,
and discusses his role,
especially in relation to
Senghor, at the First Congress of
Black Writers and Artists in
Paris (quoting from W's
“Intervention” and “Tradition and
Industrialization”) .

305. Wald, Priscilla. “Becoming

29

‘Colored': The Self-Authorized
Language of Difference in Zora Neale
Hurston.” American Literary History,
2 (Spring), 79-100.
Quotes from W's review of Their
Eyes Were Watching God (p. 96).

306. Walker, Margaret. “A Brief
Introduction to Southern
Literature,” in her How I Wrote
Jubilee and Other Essays on Life and
Literature. Ed. Maryemma Graham.
New York: The Feminist Press, pp.
134-142.
Compares W to Faulkner and Welty,
emphasizing his “power and
passion” (p. 140).

307. “The Humanistic
Tradition of Afro-American
Literature,” in her How I Wrote
Jubilee and Other Essays on Life and

Literature. Ed. Maryemma Graham. New
York: The Feminist Press, pp. 121-
133.

Reprint of 1970.350a.

308. “A Literary Legacy from
Dunbar to Baraka,” in her How I
Wrote Jubilee and Other Essays on
Life and Literature. Ed. Maryemma
Graham. New York: The Feminist
Press, pp. 69-83.
States that Langston Hughes
introduced her to W, who believed
that Theodore Ward was a better
playwright than Hughes. Also
mentions W's death and comments
on his relation to James Baldwin.

309. “Rediscovering Black
Women Writers in the Mecca of the
New Negro.” in her How I Wrote
Jubilee and Other Essays on Life and

Literature. Ed. Maryemma Graham. New
York: The Feminist Press, pp. 91-
101.

Mentions briefly W, New
Challenge, and “Blueprint for
Negro Writing.”

310. “Richard Wright,” in her



How I Wrote Jubilee and Other Essays

on Life and Literature.
Graham. New York: The Feminist
Press, pp. 33-49.

Reprint of 1971.4.

311 "Willing to Pay the
Price,” in her How I Wrote Jubilee
and Other Essays on Life and

Literature. Ed. Maryemma Graham. New

York: The Feminist Press, pp. 15-25.
Reprint of 1969
312. Walker, Warren S. “Annual

Bibliography of Short Fiction

Interpretation.” Studies in Short

Fiction, 27 (Summer), 435-486.
Lists one item on W.

313. Wallace, Michelle. “Ishmael

Reed's Female Troubles,” in her

Invisibility Blues: From Pop to

Theory. London: Verso, pp. 146-154.
Reprint of 1986

314. “Wariations of Negation
and the Heresy of Black Feminist
Creativity,” in her Invisibility
Blues: From Pop to Theory. London:
Verso, pp. 213-240.

Reprint of 1989

315. “Wariations on Negation

and the Heresy of Black Feminist

Creativity,” in Reading Black,

Reading Feminist: A Critical

Anthology. Ed. Henry Louis Gates,

Jr. New York: Meridian, pp. 52-67.
Reprint of 1989

316. “Who Owns Zora Neale
Hurston?: Critics Carve Up the

Legend,” in her Invisibility Blues:
From Pop to Theory. London: Verso,
pp. 172-186.

Reprint of 1988
317. Walton, Anthony. “The Brief.”
Callaloo, 13 (Fall), 807-809.

Mentions W briefly.

318. Ward, Jerry W., Jr. “An Open

Ed. Maryemma

30

Mississippi Quarterly, 43

Letter to Michel Fabre.” The

(Spring) ,

235-236.
Takes issue with Fabre's
unfavorable review of Margaret
Walker's biography of W on
postructuralist grounds that
“writing about another person's
life is always already a social
construction of reality.”

319. Warren, Nagueyalti. “Black
Girls and Native Sons: Female Images
in Selected Works by Richard
Wright.” The Literary Griot, 2
(Spring), 52-67.
Feminist analysis of women
characters in NS, BB, O, and LD,
finding them “cast as non-
feminine asexual beings and as
sex objects of little value” (p.
64) . Warren attributes the
attitudes of such characters as
Bigger, Cross, Fishbelly, and
Tyree to W himself: “the male-
dominant aesthetic of Wright's
novels not only stems from but
reflects the ambivalence of his
psychosexual self.” (p. 65).

320. Washington, Mary Helen. “'The
Darkened Eye Restored': Notes Toward
a Literary History of Black Women,”
in Reading Black, Reading Feminist:
A Critical Anthology. Ed. Henry
Louis Gates, Jr. New York: Meridian,
pp. 30-43.

Reprint of 1987

321. Watkins, T. H. Righteous
Pilgrim: The Life and Times of
Harold L. Ickes, 1874-1952. New
York: Holt, p. 644.

Mentions W briefly.

322. Webb, Constance. “Wright,
Richard (1908-60),” in Encyclopedia
of the American Left. Ed. Mari Jo
Buhle, Paul Buhle, and Dan
Georgakas. New York: Garland, pp.
860-861.

Biographical sketch emphasizing




W's radicalism. Mentions UTC, NS,

BB, TMBV, and WML, but calls CC the
Bandung Conference.

Reprinted: 1992
323. Webb, Suzanne. “Groping Toward

That Invisible Light. Richard

Wright,” in her The Resourceful

Writer. Second edition. San Diego:

Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, p. 196.
Reprint of 1987

324. “Responding to the Whole
Essay, Analyzing the Elements,
Suggestions for Writing,” in her The
Resourceful Writer. Second edition.
San Diego: Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich, pp. 203-205.

Reprint of 1987

325. Weisbrot, Robert. Freedom
Bound: A History of American's Civil
Rights Movement. New York: Norton,
pp. 8, 230.

Mentions W briefly.

326. Weissinger, Thomas. “Current
Bibliography.” Black American
Literature Forum, 24 (Spring),
191.
Lists C. James Trotman's Richard
Wright: Myths and Realities.

185-

327. “Current Bibliography.”
Black American Literature Forum, 24
(Fall), 605-612.
Lists Harold Bloom,
Thomas, and Keneth Kinnamon,
New Essays on Native Son.

ed., Bigger
ed.

328. Warren, Kenneth. “The
Signifying Monkey: A Theory of Afro-
American Literary Criticism. Henry
Louis Gates, Jr.” Modern Philology,
88 (November), 224-226.

Review mentioning W briefly.

329. Weixlmann, Joe. “African
American Autobiography in The
Twentieth Century: A Bibliographical
Essay.” Black American Literature
Forum, 24 (Summer), 375-415.
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Includes discussion of books and
essays treating BB and AH.

330. Werner, Craig. “Bigger's Blues:

Native Son and the Articulation of

Afro-American Modernism,” in New

Essays on Native Son. Ed. Keneth

Kinnamon. Cambridge: Cambridge

University Press, pp. 117-152.
Relates NS to modernism as a
literary movement. Alienated and
inarticulate, Bigger repeatedly
struggles to tell as well as
understand his story, becoming in
the process a bluesy modernist
black hero in a racist wasteland.
Reprinted:

331. “The Framing of Charles
W. Chesnutt: Practical
Deconstruction in the Afro-American
Tradition,” in Southern Literature
and Literary Theory. Ed. Jefferson
Humphries. Athens: The University of
Georgia Press, pp. 339-365.
Mentions W briefly (pp.
362) .

341,

332. “From Folklore to
Fiction: A Study of Folk Heroes and
Rituals in the Black American Novel.
H. Nigel Thomas.” MELUS, 16
(Spring), 113-115.
Review mentioning Thomas's
treatment of LT and LD.

333. “On the Ends of Afro-
American ‘Modernist' Autobiography.”
Black American Literature Forum, 24

(Summer), 203-220.
Mentions briefly BB (p. 208).
334. Whitehead, Fred. “Conroy, Jack

(b. 1899),” in Encyclopedia of the
American Left. Ed. Mari Jo Buhle,
Paul Buhle, and Dan Georgakas. New

York: Garland, pp. 163-164.
Mentions W briefly.
Reprinted: 1992

335. Wiener, Harvey S. “'How ‘Bigger'
Was Born' Richard Wright,” in his



Reading for the Disciplines: An

Anthology for College Writers. New

York: McGraw Hill, pp. 29, 32-34.
Introduction and study questions
and notes for a reprinted excerpt
from W's essay.

See 1990
336. Williams, Juan. “The Fire This
Time.” The New Republic, 203 (1
October), 33-36.

Review of Shelby Steele's The
Content of Our Character
mentioning W and NS (p.

33).

337. Williams, Kenny J. “The Life of
Langston Hughes, Volume II, 1941-
1967: I Dream a World. By Arnold
Rampersad.” American Literature, 62
(September), 522-524.

Review mentioning W briefly.

338. Williams, Marjorie. “The
Author's Solo Passage: Charles
Johnson on Race and Writing.” The
Washington Post (4 December), pp.

D1, DS8.
Comments briefly on W as racial
spokesman.
Quoted: 1995

339. Williams, Sherley Anne. “Some

Implications of Womanist Theory,” in
Reading Black, Reading Feminist: A
Critical Anthology. Ed. Henry Louis
Gates, Jr. New York: Meridian, pp.
68-75.
Comments briefly on NS (p. 73)
and mentions W elsewhere (pp.
75) .

74,

340. Wills, Gary. Under God:

Religion and American Politics. New

York: Simon and Schuster, p. 248.
Notes that Andrew Young “forced
himself to read Richard Wright's
Native Son.”

341. Winchell, Mark Royden. “Inner
Dark: or, The Place of Cormac
McCarthy,” The Southern Review, 26
(Spring), 293-309.

32

Mentions W briefly (p. 302).
342. Wolitzer, Meg. “The Invisible
Family,” The New York Times Book
Review (4 February), p. 9.
Review of Itabari Njeri's Every
Good-Bye Ain't Gone with a
quotation mentioning Wright
briefly.

343. Yates, Gayle Graham.
Mississippi Mind. Knoxville: The
University of Tennessee Press, pp.
228-232, 233.
Discusses W's life and BB,
especially the contrast between a
“black boy” and a “good old boy.”
Compares W to Faulkner and Willie
Morris and comments on the 1985 W
conference at the University of
Mississippi and Julia Wright's
visit to her father's home state.
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