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INTRCDUCTION

In recent years the educational world has
recognlzed the fallacy of grouping children in the
schools without any regard as to their mental ca-
pacity or physical ability. In other words the
pupils having mastered the work of one grade, with
more or less credit, were promoted to the next
grade. Perhaps in some cases where the student
for some reason or other was retarded and his age
wag such as te make his advancement desirable, a
kindly hearted teacher would leniently promote the
individual, hoping thereby, either to help the in-
dividual or to rid herself of a nulsance.

Courses of study were orgenized for the aver-
age child, but as John Mason Tyler in hig 'Growth
in Education' points out "there is no average
child."  Hence, it was economically wrong to re-
tard the precocious student to the speed of the
&bility of the student of average intellect and
at the same time expect the weaker student tec keep
apace with the middle group.

In pursuance with this idea, the Mathematics
department of the Central Senior High School,
Kansas City, Missouri, adopted a plan, during the

fall of 1920, which allowed for the differences



of ability of students. The method consisted

in giving to all the sophomores, early in the
year, The National Intelligence Tests Form A.

The results of these tests together with the

class grades in their Freshman mathematics classes
were used in classifying the sophomores into three
groups viz. Math.E, Math.M. Math.P., with the
intention of doing more intensive work in the
first group and less in the succeeding groups,
with the understanding that all groups would

cover the esgentials of the course.

This scheme worked very satisfactorily and
suggested to the writer the subject of the thesis:
" The Correlation of the Seventh, First and
Second Year of the High School--chronologically,
paysically and mentally."  What relation should
there be between the age in years, the physical
development and the mental ability. It should
be noted here that the seventh grade and the first
vear of high school are the two years or grades
of the Central Junior High Bchool and that the
sophomore class of the high schoocl is the first
year of the Central Senior High School. Hence,
the subject might well have been worded: " The
Correlation of the two years of the Junior High

School and the first year of the Senior High



School."  The seventh grade is the highest grade
of the elementary schools in Kansas City,Missourl,
and pupils are given the option of attending the
geventh grade in the district elementary school
or the Junilor High School, there being but one

of the latter in 1920-1921.



Method of the Study

To find a solution for the problem the following
data concerning cach pupil was obtained: National
Intelligence Tests (Form A) scores, the age, height
and weight. In order to procure a rambling and fair
sampling, it was decided to measure the students
reporting to the English classes in the three grades.
The Central Senior High School and the Central Junior
High School occupy the same building, the former
having five fifty minute recitation periods in the
morning, the latter five fifty minute recitation
periods in the afternoon. By using the English
recitation periods it was felt that every student
would be reached and in taking the tests the
students would not be in unusual surroundings.

The cooperation of Mr. Otto Dubéch, principal
of the Central Senior High School and of
Mr. Henry King, principal of the Central Junior
High School, together with the hearty response
of the faculties of both schools made the work
of obtaining the information less difficult.

The writer is aware that he caused numberless
interruptions and possible annoyances, but care

was taken throughout not to disturb, any more than



v/as necessary, the organization and progress of
class-work.

The physical training department furnished the
weights and the heights of the students reporting
to their classes. Cming to the limited capacity
of the gymnasium, due to over-crowded conditions,
a large number of students did not take physical
training. Hence it v/as necessry to have each
of these students weighed and measured at times
convenient. This was done under supervision by
student assistants in the gymnasium classes.

All the information was recorded on cards
shown on the following page. These cards were
colored differently to facilitate the counting
and distribution of the classes.

The cards were handed to the students who
filled in the data above the double line. The
Room and Recitation Hour (English) were filled in
to aid in checking returns and to easily locate
the individual if further information vms desired.
The birthplace of father and mother was requested
to ascertain the influence of children of foreign
parentage. Surprisingly, not many children
descended from foreign parentage. It v/as supposed
that profit would accrue from the record as to the

school attended. Nothing definite ?:as obtained



