PN
Mamiade } o S ye s Mol
Gonayiv ‘. b

hY

25
~

Dominikani

————

~ ———-
~—— -~ -
. v

-
Bélans

Ansapit



HAITIAN -ENGLISH

DICTIONARY



© Institute of Haitian Studies
University of Kansas

Lawrence, Kansas
1996, 1998, 2000, 2002, 2004, 2011

ISBN 0-9654711-5-4

Honorary Members
University of Kansas Institute of Haitian Studies:

Father Roger Désir
Jowel Laguerre
Jan Mapou
Jean-Bénito Mercier
Carrié Paultre
Father Lodewijk Peleman }
Jim D. Ross
Roger Savain

Available from:

Jayhawk Ink
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas 66045
Tel.: (785) 864-4431
Fax: (785) 864-5216
www.kubookstore.com



http://www.kubookstore.com

ABBREVIATIONS

abbrev. - abbreviation

acad. - academic

acron. - acronym

adj. - adjective

adv. - adverb

aux. - auxiliary verb

b. - born

bot. - botany

c. - circa, approximately

¢f. - compare with

chem. - chemistry

conj. - conjunction

contr. - contraction

cul. - culinary

demonst. - demonstrative

Dept. - Department (administrative
district of Haiti)

ecc. - ecclesiastic

e.g. - for example

Eng. - English

ent. - entomology

esp. - especially

etc. - et cetera

etym. - etymology

ex. - example

/. - feminine

Jfam. - familiar

fig. - figurative(ly)

fish - variety of fish

Fr. - French, Gallicism

fut. - future

geol. - geology

gram. - grammar

inc. - including

interj. - interjection

interr. - interrogative

irreg. - irregular

Jjur. - juridicial

km? - square kilometers

lang. - language

lit. - literally

m. - masculine

mach. - machinery
math. - mathematics
med. - medicine; medicinal
milit. - military

n. - noun

N. - Northern Haiti
neg. - negative

num. - numeral

obs. - obsolete

occ. - occasionally
onomat. - onomatopoeia
PaP - Port-au-Prince
pej. - pejorative

pers. - personal

phr. - phrase

pl. - plural

pop. - popular

pOSS. - possessive
prep. - preposition(al)
pron. - pronoun
prop.n. - proper noun
punct. - punctuation
q.v. - which see

refl. - reflexive verb
reg. - regional

rel. - religion

S. - Southern Haiti
sh. form - short form of
sing. - singular

S.0. - someone

Span. - Spanish

s.thg. - something
syn. - synonym

U.S. - United States

USA - United States of America

usu. - usually

v. - verb

var. - variety; variant
vet. - veterinary
vulg. - vulgar



g (pronounced. je)
g + anpil sh.form gen(yen) anpil
there is much, there are many
g + on sh.form gen(yen) + yon
there is a
ga n. wooden awning or canopy
pa konn g a ~ nan féy malanga
not to know beans, be totally
ignorant, be an ignoramus
ga, laga ». train station; boarding
dock
~ woutye bus station
gabadin . gabardine (fabric)
gabari n. mold, form (construction);
var. of cloth
gran ~ conceited, vain, pretentious
gabél n. headstart, advantage;
handicap (sports)
bay ~ to give a handicap or
advantage, give odds, give a head
start, facilitate; to dare
pran ~, ranmase ~ to accept a
handicap or advantage (sports)
gabelis ». s.0. who receives a
handicap or advantage (sports)
gabiyon see gabyon
gabji see grabji
Gabon prop.n. Gabon
gabotaj, gabotay see kabotaj
gaboté see kaboté
gabouya, gabouyi see kabouya
Gabriyel prop.n. [Bible] Gabriel;
Gabriel (Dept. Artibonite)
gabyeén n. var. of Voodoo dance
gabyon, gabiyon ». gabion, hollow
cement or metal cylinder (used
esp. in constructing building
foundations); bamboo container
Gabyon prop.n. zone of (Aux/Les)

g - gadavou!

Cayes (Dept. South)
lopital ~ important eye hospital of
Cayes

gache v. to waste, ruin, spoil
gachét n. trigger
gad ». policeman, soldier, guard;

militia, guard; protective charm
or amulet; marks or scratches for
magical protection

an ~! on your guard!

~ abitasyon protective charm for
one’s home

~ chanpét rural policeman

~ kotye coast guard; cf’ gadkot
~ de/di ko bodyguard

~ don¢ honor guard

~ forestye forest ranger

~ ko protective charm for one’s
person; bodyguard

~ malad attendant, nurse

~ paleé opportunist, self-seeker

~ polis rural deputy sheriff,
assistant to a chef seksyon (g.v.)
~ vesel china cabinet, cupboard
koupe ~ to cut or tattoo marks on
forehead, shoulder etc. for magic
protection

mete an ~ to warn, caution

pran ~to behave oneself, be careful

Gad (Dayiti) prop.n. Garde

d’Haiti (beginning in 19135,

the Gendarmerie d’Haiti later
became the Garde d’Haiti, which
later became the Forces Armées
d’Haiti, until abolished in 1995 by
President Aristide)

gadavi ». police custody; police

holding cell, holding tank

gadavou! interj. attention! (milit.)



Gad Chanpét - gadmantég

mete 0 ~ to come to attention
sou ~ at attention

Gad Chanpét prop.n. Garde-
Champétre (1st communal section
of Bas-Limbé, Dept. North)

gade v. to look, look at, watch,
observe, examine, scrutinize; to
behold (rel.); to consider; to store;
to guard, watch over, take care
of; to keep; to raise animals; to
concern; a. looking; look, glance;
interj. watch it! stop it!
bay nan ~ to loan an animal to
s.0. (gadyateé) who obtains certain
advantages from raising it
fé yon (ti) ~ to take a (quick) look,
glance, peek
~ ak move je to look unfavorably
upon, be prejudiced against
~ akote je, ~ an kacheét, ~ an
kachétman, ~ an trave, ~ anba
anba, ~ anbe chal, ~ anbiskad,
~ lanve, ~ sou kote, ~ yon bo to
steal a glance
~ anba linét to peer at, eye
~ anfas to face squarely, affront
~ bét to raise livestock
~ (byen) fiks to stare at
~ deéye retrospection, recollection,
remembrance
~ fiks to stare (at)
~|¢... get a load of..., check out...
~nan je to look squarely in the
eye, oppose
~ pa boule je, ~ pa pete je, ~
pa pwazon there’s no harm in
looking
~ (pou) we to look and see; to wait
and see; to check on
~ sou to copy, imitate; to cheat (in
school)
~ tande! now listen!

~ vit to glance, peek at
m ap ~ I’'m doing OK
m ap ~ san pran I’m on the
outside looking in, I’'m getting
along more or less well
mal ~ to look down upon, look at
with disfavor
pa konn ki kote pou li ~ not to
know which way to turn, not know
what to do
sa pa ~ ou! mind your own
business! it’s none of your
business!
san (vire) ~ déyeé immediately;
fast; headlong, without restraint;
without a second thought, without
hesitation, all the way; without
remorse

gade see gadyen

gadelovi ». var. of Voodoo dance

gadennya ». gardenia

gadfou ». parapet, rail, railing

gadinay, gadinaj ». livestock
raising, animal husbandry

Gadino prop.n. North Station
(former railway station in
downtown PaP)

gadinyé see gadyen

gadja v. to run

gadjateé see gadyate

gadje see gage

gadjen var. gadyen

gadjet n. worthless object;
unimportant person

gadjin ». fighting cock having two
or more colors

gadjit see gagit

gadko see gad ko

gadkot, gad kotye n. coast guard

gadmanje n. cupboard, pantry

gadmanteg n. person with dirty or
lowly occupation



gado see gadyen

gadon:
~ (yon) ka! wow! what a thing!

gadri n. day-care center

gadriyé see gadyen

gadwob n. wardrobe, closet

gadyate, gadjateé ». animal raiser;
person to whom one loans an
animal and who obtains certain
advantages from raising it (bay
nan gade)

gadye see gage

gadyen, gade, gadiny¢, gadjen,
gado, gadriyé ». caretaker,
house-sitter, watchman, guard;
goalkeeper, goalie (soccer);
shepherd; baby-sitter, guardian
(for minor child)
~ bi goalkeeper, goalie (soccer)
~ mouton shepherd, sheepherder

gadyeén fn. babysitter

gadyennbi n. goalkeeper, goalie
(soccer)

gaf n. blunder

gaga n. fool, dummy, idiot; adj.
dumb; retarded; sluggish;
dazed, confused, woozy; senile;
disoriented; v. to stupefy, stun,
daze; see ga
fé ~ to make one lose one’s good
sense

gagann n. throat, gullet, esophagus;
chest area, neck and shoulders;
good friend, supporter; punch,
blow (to upper body); Carnival
shoving match; rim
ba li ~ to make (s.0.) proud or
self-confident
banbou ~, tib ~ throat, gullet,
esophagus
bay ~ to punch, strike (in upper
part of body); to treat badly

gado - gal

fe ~ to push around, bully

fe gwo ~ to swagger, puff oneself
up, blow one’s own trumpet
mete men nan pat ~ to arrest
pran ~ to fail

ra ~ filled to the brim

gagannen v. to grab (5.0.) by the
throat, throttle; to punch, hit (in
upper part of body)

gagari n. gargling; v. to gargle

gagarize, gagare v. to gargle

gagay see bagay

gage, gadjeé, gadye, ganjeé n.
cockfight arena; cockfight
sek ~, mitan ~, pak ~ cockfight
arena or ring

gagémann ». cock-fighting fan

gagim see kok ~

gagit, gadjit ». shoe nail

gagot n. mess, disorder, confusion;
intrigue; big feed, spread; adj.
messy, disorganized; sham
yon ~ a bunch of, a (sorry) lot of

gagotay ». messing up, creating
disorder

gagote v. to mess up, turn upside
down; to talk nonsense

gagote n. spoiler, wrecker

gaj n. pledge, dues; token, sign; fine,
penalty, forfeit (in parlor game);
children’s game (with objective
of making s.o. “it”); obligation or
pledge made to Voodoo priest(ess)
pran ~ to make a pact with
supernatural being(s)

Gakas prop.n. Garcasse (communal
section of Les Irois, Dept.
Grand’ Anse)

gal n. var. of noxious insect

Gal see Peyid ~

gal, galmak . limit, marker

gal, lagal n. scabies; mange






