WHICH WAY DID THE ADJECTIVES GO? THE STATIVE SPLIT IN SENECA
Craig A Kopns

SUNY-Buffalo

1 Introduction
This paper 1s a comparison of Dixon's theory of closed-class adjectives and the split 1n stative
verbs 1n Seneca (Iroquoian), with comments on French adjective placement

2 Closed vs Open Class Adjectives

Dixon (1977) carmed out a cross-hnguistic study of descriptive adjectives (not including lisuting
adjectives such as numbers or determiners) Based on the results of this survey he classified
languages into three types In one type of language adjectival notions form either a large open class,
the Adjective class (English, Dyirbal), or a part of the large open classes Noun or Verb (Chnese for
the class Verb, Hausa both Noun and Verb) (Dixon 1977 20) In the second type of language
adjectival notions form a small closed class (Mulluk-Mulluk, with seven adjectives), tending to
around 40-50 members at 1ts largest (many Bantu languages) In the third type of language “that
have a major class Adjective, a few members of the class are set off from the rest by virtue of a
certain morphological property" (Dixon 1977 22) This group includes Rotuman and Yurok

These distinctions are represented 1n figure 1 The dashed lines indicate open boundaries, while
the solid lines 1ndicate closed boundaries

Figure 1 Cross-linguistic Adjective Types
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Dixon divided adjectival notions mnto seven semantic domains (based on English) Dimension
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(large), Age (old), Color (black), Value (good), Physical Property (wet), Speed (fast), and Human
Propensity (good-natured) In even the smallest adjective sets i the second and third types of
languages four domains always appeared* Dimenston, Age, Color and Value Languages wath larger
closed-class sets often included some extra terms, including female, important, raw, wet, whole,
wild, etc  As the closed-class sets grew 1n size they began to include members of other semantic
domains, with Physical Properties tending to show up first, Human Propenstty terms second The
cross-lingustically closed-class semantic domans of Dimension, Age, Color and Value will be
referred to here as Constramed Thus 1s represented 1n figure 2

Figure 2. Likelthood of Semantic Domains Being Added as the Closed-Class Set Grows
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3 Extending Dixon's Observations

Dixon observed that the distinction between Constrained and Unconstrained classes operated
erther a) cross-lingustically, such that languages with a closed class Adjective used that class to
code constramned notions, or b) intra-lingwstically, such that languages with a closed sub-class of
the open class Adjective used that sub-class to code constrained notions morphologically

Ths paper wall show that the distinction between Constrained and Unconstrained classes 1s more
widespread than previously shown Furthermore, 1t need not operate morphologically, but also can
operate morphosyntactically (affecting core argument marking 1n Seneca) or syntactically (affecting
Noun/Adjective order in spoken French)

4 Seneca (Iroquoian)
In Seneca adjectival notions appear 1 the Verb class as statives, although not all statives
comrespond to Englhish adjectives, e g -atkq- possess evil power, be a witch Stative verbs are
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marked from other members of the Verb class by grammatical aspect limitations these verbs can
only appear m the Stative (or Perfect) aspect, while other verbs appear also 1n the Habitual and
Punctual aspects Less than half of the statives take one type of marking (traditionally called
Agent), the rest a different marking (traditionally called Patient) Statives taking Agent marking will
be referred to as Agent-Statives, and those taking Patient marking as Pattent-Statives Since noun
incorporation affects this marking only examples without incorporated nouns were examined

The data for Seneca are from Chafe (1967) No studies of this phenomenon in Seneca have
previously appeared, although studies of the cognate stative split i other Iroquoian languages
mnclude Michelson (1991) for Oneida (where Agent-Statives are analyzed as permanent states,
Patient-Statives as temporary states) and Mithun (1991) for Mohawk (where Agent-Statives are
nherent states and Patient-Statives possibly temporary resultant or product states) The splits in the
three languages are similar, but pattern shghtly differently

5 Constrained Adjectives and the Distnbution of Agent and Patient 1n Seneca Statives
The first four categores to be examined are the Constrained sets of Dimension, Age, Color and
Value Following are the Unconstrained sets

Dixon found that Dimension terms formed part of the constrained category In Seneca there are
14 Dimension terms, all of which take Agent marking These are shown i table 1  Be all, the whole
of is included here as a Dimension term, although Dixon did not classify 1t as such. However, he
did find that whole often appeared as an extra member of the constrained set For this reason be all,
the whole of1s included here

Table 1 Dimension (Constraned)

AGENT (14) PATIENT (0)
m a- ) be of a certan size
ha?te ahsgnq- be half, in the nuddle
te atakwéhte- be flat
m (afs)?4a- be small

m (akwa)?s?4a- be small (several things)
m akwehta?da- be narrow
n ak?aa- be short

s kazti- be one side

-kwek- be all, the whole of
~stg- be big

m (ta)kaz(z)- be thin

-tes- be thick

-uttu- be tiny

*¢ost-_be one s right (side), the preferred one

Another constrained category 1s that of Age In Seneca there are four Age terms, three with
Agent marking and one with Patient Thus 1s represented 1n table 2
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Table2 Age (Constrained)

AGENT (3) PATIENT (1)
-akayq- be old (inammate) -sth- be the youngest
-(aw)ase- be new, young
kéhts1- be old (ammate)

The Agent-Statives are normative m that they need not be relative  That 1s, being old says
nothing about the ages of others On the other hand, the Patient-Stative 1s relative, i that one can
be the youngest only 1n relation to the ages of others It should also be noted that the Agent-Stative
terms here outnumber the Patient-Statives

Almost all Seneca Color terms consist of the verb root -7¢- be the color of incorporating an
appropriately colored noun (blood for red, sky for blue, coal for black, bile or goldenthread for
yellow, ash for gray, rotten wood 1n a powdery state for brown, scoke for purple, fruit or berry for
orange, and n some dialects snow for white) Since, as previously stated, noun incorporation affects
Agent vs Patient markang, such Color terms are excluded from this study However, there are two
other Color terms which do not necessanly incorporate a noun One 1s an Agent-Stative and the
other is a Patient-Stative Thus 1s shown in table 3

Table 3 Color (Constrained)
AGENT (1) PATIENT (1)

-keet- be white, hight-colored | -atak- be deep, saturated (of a color)

As with the Age category, the Patient-Stative 1s relative. That 1s, deepness of color refers to the
various colors themselves (which are indicated by incorporating an object with such a color nto the
verb be the color of), rather than the colored object The Agent-Stative 1s absolute in that 1t can be
said of an object 1tself

The last constrained category found by Dixon 1s that of Value Although the numbers of Agent-
Statives and Patient-Statives mn this category are equal, as shown in table 4 on the next page, their
meanngs are shightly different
Table 4 Value (Constrained)

AGENT (7) PATIENT (7)

-aetke- be bad -atyanQht- be funny, cute

-ahtyawee- be taboo gtetkazt(e)- be pleasant, fun

te atqetsyd- be necessary ~kalq- be good, pleasing, taste good

-(aw)iyo- be good, beautiful -nétwazt- be nasty, revolting

-"(h)etke- be bad, evil, ugly -skast- taste funny

s Q- be well, goad, healthy | -yest- be attractive in appearance
Lt_yer be night, proper, real, complete -kwist- be auspicious (time or weather)

The Agent-Statives are normative, 1 that what 1s taboo, good or evil, or proper 1s a function of
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societal decistons rather than personal opmon On the other hand, the Patient-Statives are
evaluative, such that individuals decide what 1s fun, or good or bad tasting Being auspicious 1s
evaluative 1n that, for example, what mught be good weather for fishing might not be good weather
for planting or harvesting

There 1s another Agent-Stative, -kwegniyo- be central, the most important, which could logcally
be included here It has been left out of the chart because Dixon found mmportant to be an extra
member of the constrained set

The first Unconstrained category 1s Physical Properties This category 1s divided 1nto sub-
categories here, the first of which 1s Qualities There are 18 Patient-Statives 1n the Qualities
category, and no Agent-Statives This 1s shown 1n table 5

Table S Physical Property - Qualities (Unconstrained)

AGENT (0) PATIENT (18)
-dhsg- be fat
-Caehtéine- be itchy
-hatthg- have gray hair
te (b/t)yottsist- be sour
-Chwi- be ripe, cooked, done
-tsiwak- be sour, bitter
-kest- be depleted, used up, gone by
-konyes- be neat, ndy
-ngokt(e/a)- be sore, hurt, feel sick
-owe- be wholly, entirely
te stazthe- be shuny
-st(e/a)- be heavy
-swate- (be a) woman's costume
~tét- be rough, strong
-tki- be dirty
te. (tokehq- be square
~(y)§hkwatt- ich
~Ttohkée- have a fever

It should be noted that all the members of this Unconstrained class are Patient-Statives Two
Agent-Stattves, -ateftsiatha- be very strong and -Thaste- be strong, are among Dixon's extra
Constratned members, and so are left out of this chart

The next category 1s Form/Shape, a subset of Physical Property Although there 1s one Agent-
Stative, there are 15 Patient-Statives, as shown n table 6 on the next page.
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Table 6 Physical Property - Form/Shape (Unconstrained)

AGENT (1) PATIENT (15)
-toke- be straight, exact, specific, the same -aska?sh§7q- be barefoot
-atete- be loose
-athyoskwat- be a corner
-atQskwi- be wrinkled
-cké- be the mouth of a strean
te (ha)kwete- be an opening

~(h/2)ni(y)(e/x)- be solid, firm, hard, tough
~’(b/:)yakahiyéht- be sharp (pointy)
-"(0/:)yotthiyeht- be sharp (edged)

-ki- be soup

-otkazte- bulge

te swet(e/a)- be hollow

-(ta)kazq- be styff

~tsftkwat- be bent, crooked

te tsi?skwe- be puckered, shriveled

This Unconstrained category consists almost solely of Patient-Statives

A category not addressed by Dixon 1s that of Race/Gender, which he would probably subsume
under Physical Properties Three Race/Gender terms are given m table 7
Table 7 Race/Gender
AGENT (3) PATIENT (0)
-(0/)nyqQlq-  be [of European descent]

-(h)§si- be [of African descent]
-tsing- be male

Note that there are no Patient-Statives of Race/Gender Another Agent-Stative -19- be female
1s one of Dixon's extra Constramed members, and so 1s not present 1n the table It 1s hypothesized
that the extra Constrained term influenced the marking of the three other terms n this hmited
category .

The next Unconstramned category, also not addressed by Dixon, 1s here called Meteorological

Thus category would probably be subsumed under Physical Properties by Dixon. The 13 Patient-
Statives 1n this category are shown 1n table 8 on the next page
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Table 8 Meteorological

AGENT (0) PATIENT (13)
~ahtsitk(e/z)- be cloudy
-athowe- be cold (weather)
-aste- be evaporated
-(aMtaie/(a)- be hot, warm
~-Cznqwe- be wet
-(thg- be dry
te (Chskwit- be slippery
-nésto- be frozen '
te qQko- be wet
-si7- (be dew, hight frost)
-toka?t- be clear
-faye- be dewy
-Tsko()téht- be scorching hot

Note that there are no Agent-Statives

The next category 1s Position/Onentation (probably Physical Properties per Dixon) In this
category there are 22 Agent-Statives and three Patient-Statives, as shown in table 9 on the next page

Another category unaddressed by Dixon 1s that of Freedom, which 1s of cultural sigmficance to
speakers of Seneca. The members of this category are given in table 10
Table 10 Freedom
AGENT (2) PATIENT (0)

-atatwenyo- be free, independent
-shene- be tame, domesticated, cultivated

Note that there are no Patient-Statives Another Agent-Stative -nyo- be wild, uncultivated 1s one
of Dixon's additional Constramned members It 1s hypothesized that the extra Constramned term
influenced the marking of the other two terms 1n this limited category
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Table 9 Position/Orientation

AGENT (22) PATIENT (3)
-ahkwas- be wrapped in a blanket -Caka(e/=)- be leanng against
te ahsia/e- be hemmed in, stuffed n -Cethg- lie with or next to
-at- be inside -kwe(e)- be n a particular spot, place
te .atCely- be apart, separated
s ati- be on the other side of, beyond
te atokg- be between
te 4tha/z-  protrude through an opeming
~'(h)ete- be in the lead
“kaite- be on a slant
-ate khdq- be side by side
-kde- have one's head resting on something
-ne- be pregnant
te nowzatg- be secluded
-nQh(e)- be full
te oke- be between, among
-séhtq- have a tick on one's body
Jehse- be at home
-Tnqht- be n, inside
-(ata)kwghta- lay out flat
te .’(h)akahat- be lying on one's back.
with legs spread apart
-hsia/ae- stand in array, form an
orgamzed group
-nQke- be present in
| abundance, dwell together in a group

Note that Agent-Statives far outnumber the Patient-Statives

A small number of Agent and Patient-Statives seem to form contrast pairs, as shown m table 11

Table 11 Contrast Pairs

AGENT PATIENT
-ak(t)- be near m we- be far, be a certain distance
-'(h)a/éqw- be holding, have -awg- belong to
-(w)eso- be much, many -sthq/w(a)- be few, hittle
te kéin(e/z)- look at, see -athq(te- hear, listen
-thtsiw- be apparent (seem, inference) | -ygtet- be apparent (from physical evidence)
-€ng- be different te yetadhk- be similar

Contrast pairs do not follow from a correlation of Constrained vs Unconstrained classes and
Agent vs Patient marking A possible explanation would be a lustorical motivation That 1s, pethaps
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at some point the use of Agent and Patient marking in statives was to disunguish members of
contrast sets Such a hypothesis requires comparative research

Miscellaneous terms, the next category, would by defimtion be open-class, and therefore
Unconstrained In Seneca such ternms are Pattent-Statives, as shown in table 12

N

Table 12 Miscellaneous

AGENT (0) PATIENT (10)
-ahtyg¢ht- be frighteming, starthng
-atoha- be in confusion, disarray
-atg:wata?t- rack (back and forth)
- hse- ride on the back of an animal
-(Cih)ka- be making a noise, be shouting
-(Cih)kaé?ni- be noisy
-kéhte- carry on the back
-oski/a(?a)- be only, nothing but
-sheté?- be well attended
-thQ- be the one

Human Propensity 1s one of Dixon's Unconstramed categories The five agent-Statives and 17
Patient-Statives 1n this category are listed in table 13

Table 13 Human Propensity (Unconstrained)

AGENT (5) PATIENT (17)
-nqe- like, be content with -ahkiwe- perform the Dance for the Dead
-nQka- be whisthing -ahsawee- be unsociable, retiring
-sybe- be reckless, bold -atitkyq- be shy, bashful
“¢he- be busy -atkém- be critical
-y6ite- take one's time -atkQ- possess evil power, be a witch
-atwenowe- ridicule, make fun of

-atye@t- be weak, submissive, incompetent
-Ci6Me-/yodte- be working

- nowe- be a har

-ngste- be selfish (about), hold
dear, not want to part with

-nGtkhwe- be quick-tempered

~sheya(C)- be jealous

-wenéTt- be melancholy, depressed

-yane- be a chief, sachem

te yenotaké?- be busy

-tmkght- be wise, informed, virtuous

te . Tnyotaké?- be busy

It should be noted that the Panent-Statives far outweigh the Agent-Statives The Patient-Statives
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A summary of the distribution of Agent and Patient-Statives correlated with Dixon's categonies

follows 1n table 14

Table 14 Seneca Summary

’

AGENT PATIENT
Dimension —_—
normative Age relative Age
normative Value evaluative Value
—— Physical Property - Qualities
— Physical Property - Form/Shape
Race/Gender ————
———— Meteorological
Position/Ornentation —
Freedom —
—_— Miscellaneous
—_— Human Propensity

6 Constrained Adjectives and French Noun-Adjective Order
In spoken French most adjectives occur after the noun they modify, as in examples (1a) and (1b)

(1a) un chien rapide (Ib) un chien stupide
ART dog fast ART dog stupd
a fast dog a stupid dog

Some, however, occur before the noun, as in (2a) and (2b)

a) un petit  chien
ART little dog
a little dog

(2b) un  johi  chien
ART pretty dog
a pretty dog

Finally, some may occur m exther position but with a change 1n meaning, as in (3a) and (3b)

(3a) une  ancienne (3b) une éghse anclenne
ART former ART church ancient
a former church an ancient church

The changeable class vanes considerably in size, depending on style and speaker literacy The

more formal, literary, or poetic the style, the larger this vanable class becomes Due to the strong
Iiterary (1 e, prescriptive) influence on the changeable adjectives, the focus here 1s on pre-nominal
adjective placement 1n spoken French.

Around fifteen common adjectives appear pre-nominally These can be divided 1nto three of the
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four Constrained categones, as shown 1n table 15

Table 15 Spoken French Pre-nominal Adjectives

AGE (3) DIMENSION (8) VALUE (4)
Jeune young | bas low beau beautiful
nouveau new bref brief | bon good
vieux old court short | joh pretty
gros higlfat | mauvais bad
haut high
large broad
long long
petit little

It may be noted that the fourth category, Color, 1s not pre-nomunal However, this 1s only true
synchromucally Until the 16th century Color terms patterned with these Age, Dimension, and Value
terms

Semantic domains covering Dixon's Unconstrained categones tend to have post-nominal
adjecttves A handful of examples are given 1n table 16

Table 16 Unconstrained Categories

PHYSICAL PROPERTY SPEED HUMAN PROPENSITY
aigre sour/bitter rapide Jast stupide stupid
chaud hot

The spoken French data are summanzed 1n table 17, which places the semantic categones under
the syntactic categones

Table 17, French Summary

PRE-NOMINAL POST-NOMINAL

Age

Dimenston

Value

- Color

Physical Property
Speed
Human Propensity

7 Conclusion
Dixon's cross-linguistic observation 1s of interest because 1t shows that what may be treated as
closed-class 1 one language can be considered open~class 1n another Further observation shows
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that the Constramed adjectival notions need not be just morphologically distinct, as in Dixon's third
type of language in section 2 They can also be morphosyntactically or syntactically distinct
languages where adjectival notions are open-class Furthermore, the Constrained/Unconstramed
distinction can appear m languages without an Adjective class at all

Since the Constrained categories receive special treatment, 1t appears that these categories have
special status This special status itself may have some cogmitive basis

Since Color does not pattern with the other Constramed categories 1 either Seneca or French,
Color may be penipheral to the other Constrained categonies This 1s shown 1n figure 3

Figure 3. Distinctions i the Constramed Set

8 Further Research

Comparative research may clanfy the historical status of the contrast sets within Iroquolan It
may also shed hght on how the Constrained/Unconstrained distinction began affecting the
Agent/Patient distinction.

Cross-hinguistically, analyses of more languages with respect to how Constramned and
Unconstrained adjectives pattern can reveal how common the phenomenon 1s, as well as how vaned
the mamfestations are Such analyses can also clanfy whether or not Color terms are less
oconstrained than Dimension, Age and Value

Data from acquisition, through the investigation of the status of adjectival notions 1n young
chuldren's prvot classes may shed hight on how eatly the distinction can arise
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