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Recent protests against systemic racism and police brutality have prompted a reexamination of the role and presence of racism in American society. Over 1,700 symbols of the Confederate States of America still exist in public spaces in the United States. Two studies consider the cultural psychology of these monuments. 

Project 1 is a correlational study that examines the relationship between political identification and the motivations and emotions associated with different types of monuments. Participants will view monuments that are located both on U.S. government property and elsewhere. We will examine whether affective responses to the different types of monuments vary as a function of political identification. 

Project 2 is an experimental study. Participants will view monuments located either on U.S. government property or elsewhere. We will consider the effects of this differential exposure on people’s emotional responses and judgments about criminal justice. 


Land Acknowledgements Studies (Projects 3, 4, and 5)

Land acknowledgements (LA; sometimes called territory acknowledgements or native acknowledgements) are formal statements that recognize the enduring history and presence of Indigenous peoples in a given place. Although originally a practice of Indigenous peoples, recently, non-Indigenous institutions and organizations have started developing their own LAs. In these studies, we aim to explore how engaging with LAs impacts various psychological outcomes, including attitudes toward public policy, support for reparations, and advocacy for Indigenous rights and sovereignty. 

Project 3: In this study, participants will read two LAs, one that was previously rated as highly sincere and one that was previously rated as insincere. We will explore the relationship between identification and liking for LAs of different types. 

Project 4: In this study, participants will read either two highly sincere acknowledgements or two insincere acknowledgements. We will explore the impact of different types of LA on support for social justice policies. 

Project 5: In this study, participants will be randomly assigned to read either KU’s land acknowledgement or a brief history of the university. With this survey, we aim to understand how engaging with different accounts of history influences various outcomes.




Project 6: Trust in Science 

The COVID-19 pandemic has revealed cultural-psychological differences in trust in science amongst the American public. We conducted a study in May that revealed that in the United States, trust in science and openness to new scientific information was negatively related to endorsement of conservative ideology. The impact of ideological engagement on openness was especially strong when we framed science in terms of COVID-19 (versus climate change). The new study extends the initial study by comparing relationships between endorsement of political ideology, openness to scientific information, and types of science in the context of COVID-19 (where people often use evidence—for example, about mask-wearing or social distancing—in support of liberal politics) versus fetal personhood (where people often use evidence—for example, about the onset of consciousness—in support of conservative politics).


Relational Mobility: Embeddedness and Abstraction (Projects 7, 8, 9) 

A core idea of the course concerns sociocultural affordances for embeddedness versus abstraction and their implications for psychological experience. The experience of embeddedness or abstraction refers to an understanding of person as inherently grounded in or separate/free from social and physical context (what the textbook describes as interdependent and independent self-construal). These projects manipulate the experience of embeddedness versus abstraction and measure the effect on either pro-environmental action of motives for compliance with COVID-19. 

Project 7: In this study, we manipulate how people experience implications of the COVID-19 pandemic for embeddedness or abstraction. We then measure the impact of this manipulation on people’s pro-environmental behavior intentions and attitudes toward environmentalism. 

Project 8: In this study, we manipulate how people experience mobility implications of the COVID-19 pandemic. After the manipulation, participants will report their motivations for compliance with COVID guidance, specifically, the extent to which they think they are compliant because of (a) the desire to protect others and (b) obligation to the community.

Project 9: In this study, we will randomly assign participants to one of two conditions that description a person in a context of embeddedness or abstraction. After the manipulation, participants will report their beliefs about Alex’s motivations for compliance with COVID guidance.



