
Traffic Sheds

Individual cars flow onto roads, 
like droplets of water flow into a 

stream.



What is a Traffic Shed?
• A Traffic Shed is similar to a watershed.  People travel 

on rural roads and converge onto larger paved roads to 
get to school or work.

• Analysis of the traffic helps to show what level of 
development existing roads can handle.    

• GIS allows tabulation of areas and dwellings within a 
traffic shed to determine carrying capacity of a road.  



Methodology
• First, digitize dwellings 

from a Douglas county 
parcel map onto an aerial 
photo.   



• Create buffers to help 
identify where people are 
driving. 

• Create traffic sheds as a 
polygon feature (using 
snapping tool).





• Once traffic sheds are 
created, query functions 
are used to determine the 
number of houses and 
the acreage inside each 
traffic shed.  





Research & Literature

• Institute of Engineers, Trip Generation 
Handbook

• Lawrence/Douglas County parcel maps

• Traffic Sheds and Rural Highway Capacity by 
Lane Kendig
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