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Slide 1  Title

I’m happy to be here tonight.  This is the first time that I’ve given this particular presentation.  I have another, the History of the Jayhawk that I’ve given many times so I’m kind of excited to be presenting a different one for a change.

Slide 2  Spencer Library

I usually begin by showing a slide of Spencer Library where the University Archives is located.  Almost all of the images that I’ll be showing you come from collections in the Archives.

Slide 3  1860s

The Jayhawk of course is the major symbol of our University fandom.  The terms Jayhawker and jayhawking are older than KU, dating back to the 1840s in Texas when it was used to describe a despoiler, a bushwacker or member of the opposition.  The term was also used during the Civil War in Kansas and Missouri to describe raiders on both sides of the border.  The term eventually came to be associated with the Free State side.

Slide 4  Charles Jennison

This is a photograph of one of those early Jayhawkers, Charles Jennison.  He was a New Yorker who came to Kansas during the 1850s.  In 1861 he organized a band of Free State fighters known as Jennison’s Jayhawk Regiment. 

 Slide 5  1880s

Slide 6  The Cicala

Another symbol of KU fandom is our world famous yell.  Before intercollegiate baseball, football or basketball began, collegiate oratorical contests were very popular among the student body.  At that time students were always coming up with yells for their clubs and classes.

This is a page from the 1884 Cicala, one of the precursors to the Jayhawker Yearbook.  Baker, Ottawa, the State Normal School and Washburn all participated in this contest in Baldwin City.  At the bottom of the page you can see the yell “University of Kansas!!!  Rah! Rah! Rah! For Leach!!! Rah! Rah!! Celebrating the fact that L. H. Leach of KU was awarded first prize.

The origins of the official Rock Chalk yell can be traced back to 1886 when the University Science Club decided it needed a yell.  Professor E.H.S. Bailey of the Chemistry Dept. and the club sponsor wrote the now famous yell that represents our university.  

Slide 7  1890s

By the 1890s KU sports teams began playing against other universities and colleges.

Slide 8  Fan train

This is the earliest sports fan photo that I’ve been able to locate.

Slide 9  Photo verso 

The notation on the back reads “Kansas City Special K.S.U. train Oct. 31, 1891. 1st football expedition game with Missouri.  Left Santa Fe depot, crossed the river, went thru Tonganoxie and N.W.R.R.”  During that time KU was also known as Kansas State University.

Slide 10  McCook Field

Here is an image of McCook Field taken in the 1890s looking towards the northwest.  The land that McCook was built on was purchased from Governor Charles Robinson and those 12 acres had been known as “Robinson’s pasture” as is evidenced by the hay stacks in the foreground of the photo.  You can also see the “Lawrence Windmill” at about 9th and Emery Road in the background.  Both baseball and football were played on McCook.

Slide 11  Talley Ho

In 1895 fans arrived at football games in style.  This photo shows the Kappa Alpha Thetas going to a game in the “Jim Donnelley Talley Ho”.  The horse was decorated with black and gold trimmings.

Slide 12  McCook Field

And….they got great parking places as seen in this photo taken at McCook Field in 1898.  Spooner Library and Old Fraser Hall can be seen in the background.

Slide 13  Cheers

The earliest cheerleader photo in the Archives is this one taken on McCook Field in 1899.  

Slide 14  1900s

Slide 15  Hanging in effigy 

This slightly gruesome photo was taken in 1906.  The notation on the back reads that they “hung” the Missouri football game.  I don’t know where this archway was but it doesn’t look like it was in very good shape.

Slide 16  Fans on coach

In this photo we see the “return after the Nebraska Game” on Oct. 6, 1908.  I think that that may be a streetcar in the background to the right.

Slide 17  Kansas/Iowa game

More great parking places at the Kansas Iowa football game in 1909.  You can see North College perched up on the hill in the background on the right.

Slide 18  Pauline’s scrapbook

Scrapbooking was a popular student activity and often sports were the subject.  These images are from Pauline Madden’s scrapbook kept during 1909.  Here is a photo of Pauline with her pals, a photo of the 1909 football team with its special mascot, Don Carlos, the pig.  The red tag (which I think people wore) shows a Jayhawk flying with Don Carlos in its claws. 

Slide 19  1910s
Slide 20  Bonfire
Here we have a photo of one of the favorite activities of KU Fandom in the early part of the 20th century – building a bonfire to burn the Missouri Tiger before the KU MU football game.  This photo is dated Nov. 18, 1910.  The building in the background is Old Blake which stood at the same location as the current Blake Hall.  I know this was a favorite activity because we have many photos of tigers in bonfires.  

Slide 21  Band

Here is a photo of the 1910 KU MU game showing the KU Marching Band on the field.  Again in the background you can see North College which was demolished in 1919.

Slide 22  KU

From the 1910s -- a group of ladies spelling out KU on the football field

Slide 23  Homecoming

First homecoming was announced in the Graduate Magazine welcoming alumni back to the University for the Nov. 23rd, 1912 football game with MU.  Here is a photo from that game showing the fans on their feet and an early yell leader in front of the crowd with his megaphone.

Slide 24  Hank Maloy
1912 was a momentous year.  Not only was it the first homecoming but it was also when the first signature Jayhawk was drawn by Henry “Hank” Maloy.  
Here is Hank Maloy in the Jayhawker yearbook.  You can see that he worked for the yearbook as well as the UDK so he had plenty of opportunities to display his new long-legged Jayhawk.

Slide 25  Jayhawk cartoon

The long-legged Jayhawk first appeared as a cartoon character in the UDK in Oct. of 1912.  With the Jayhawk is another of Maloy’s cartoon characters the “Jinx”.  The Jinx was blamed for all kinds of calamities especially those occurring on the football field.

Slide 26  Bonfire

Here is another image of the tiger burning around 1913.  In this one you can see the students running in a circle around the bonfire.

Slide 27  Freshman toss

Another favorite activity of the time was tossing hapless freshman caught without their caps into the air.  This freshman toss occurred at the KU Emporia game on Oct. 10, 1914.  

Does anyone know what the first university mascot was?  A bulldog …

Slide 28  Jayhawk mascot and bulldog
In this photo we see both the Jayhawk and the Bulldog together on the football field in 1917.  For a time both mascots were used simultaneously. I have not been able to discover a university record that declared that the Jayhawk be designated as the official mascot.  But in an interview with Hank Maloy that appearing in a newspaper article 1911.

Slide 29  1920s


Slide 30  I’m a Jayhawk (sheet music)

What are fans without an official school song?  This sheet music was published in 1920 by George “Dumpy” Bowles, the man who wrote I’m a Jayhawk

Slide 31  Memorial Stadium

Watching the football game from the hill has been a KU tradition since Memorial Stadium opened in 1921.  In this view we see “standing room only” for the KU MU game on Thanksgiving in 1921.  As you can see, the yet unfinished stadium is packed with fans.

Slide 32  1922 Jayhawk

The 1920s brought us a new Jayhawk.  He was born in an attic somewhere in Lawrence in 1922.  His creators were 2 sophomores, James O’Bryon and George Hollingbery who earned money by painting this Jayhawk on the windshields of cars that were going to the KU/ Nebraska football game that fall.  They also painted this Jayhawk on store windows downtown and he appeared on jackets, sweaters, and uniforms for many years.

Slide 33  Press box
Here are some “professional” fans watching the game from the Memorial Stadium press box sometime during the 1920s.

Slide 34  cheerleaders 1920s

By the 1920s cheerleaders were an integral part of the fan experience.  Here are some photos of very enthusiastic cheerleaders.

Slide 35  cheerleaders 1922/23

Women were not allowed to be cheerleaders until the 1930s.

Slide 36  Freshman toss

Here is another poor freshman “enjoying” a toss

Slide 37  Homecoming decorations 1925.  

By the early twenties Homecoming was an established event that included decorating the fronts of fraternity and sorority houses.  Here is a lighted frat house in 1925. 

Slide 38  Doc Yak

Begun 1919 as an attempt to boost school spirit, the Doc Yak Medicine Show was a fixture on campus during homecoming for some years.  Here is a page from the 1926 yearbook showing some of the action.

Slide 39  Doc Yak close-up

Here’s one of the photos from that page blown up

Slide 40  Hobo days

Hobo Day was another excuse to party during Homecoming.  Started in 1923, students started dressing in ragged clothing; they would put burnt cork on their faces and carried all of their belongings in a red bandana.  These photos are from the 1926 yearbook.  Hobo day continued into the late 1930s.

Slide 41  Chi O house

Chi Omega house homecoming display 1927

Slide 42  Jay Janes

A staple of Jayhawk fandom for more than 40 years, the Jay Janes began in 1923.  Here is their yearbook photo from 1927/28.  

Slide 43  1929 Fighting Jayhawk

In this next slide we can see the Fighting Jayhawk of 1929.  This drawing was commissioned by the Jayhawk Club of Kansas City, and drawn by Macclay Lyon, the son of the secretary of the Club.  Oddly enough, Macclay was actually a graduate of the University of Missouri.  His father asked him to “repress his Missouri spirit long enough to create” a Jayhawk who is “militant, rampant, rambunctious and aggressive”.

Slide 44  1930s

Slide 45  Homecoming queen

The tradition of electing a homecoming queen began in 1933.  Here is a photo of the queen in 1934 with her football player escorts.

Slide 46  Game in Hoch

For many years basketball games were held in Hoch Auditorium.  Here is a photo of fans watching KU play Iowa State in 1933 or 34

Slide 47  Waving wheat 

The fan tradition of waving the wheat may have started in the 1930s.  Here fans are waving the wheat in Hoch Auditorium during a basketball game against Missouri circa 1933

 Slide 48  Hobo Day 1934

Hobo Day is still going strong in 1934 but dies out by 1939

Slide 49  Cheering in stadium

Cheering in front of the crowd in 1935.  You can see the band sitting right in front down on the field.

Slide 50  Relays queen

We don’t want to forget the Kansas Relays in our discussion of KU Fandom.  Here is the Relays queen in 1936 with Chancellor Lindley, Phog Allen and then Kansas Governor Alf Landon.

Slide 51  Homecoming 

Another Homecoming display in 1938 with Dagwood and Blondie Bumstead and their dog Daisy  

Slide 52  Homecoming queen 1938

Here is the homecoming queen in 1938 with an armload of chrysanthemums. 

Slide 53  Bonfire and nightshirt parade 1939

In 1904 one of KUs strangest traditions began.  The night before the KU MU football game students would don their nightshirts and parade through campus culminating at the bonfire.  Here is the event in 2 photos from 1939.

Slide 54  Nightshirt parade 1939

Slide 55  Jay Janes on the Pep train to Nebraska in 1939

Slide 56  1940

Slide 57   1941 fighting Jayhawk

The 1940s brings us another new Jayhawk.  Dr. Eugene “Yogi” Williams drew this bird in 1941.  He displays some of the same fighting spirit as the 1929 Jayhawk, but he is a bit more refined with his broader beak, fluffed out the feathers and buckles on his shoes.  

Slide 58   Jay Smith in his plane

Here is Jayhawk spirit displayed during war-time.  This Jayhawk was used during World War II as airplane nose art.  You can see that he has a bomb tucked under his wing.

Slide 59  Jalopy

Fans in an old jalopy in 1940 on their way to a KU MU football game

Slide 60  Cheerleader

Women finally were allowed to be cheerleaders in the 1930s.  This is Ruth Krehbiel in 1943

Slide 61  Jay Janes

Jay Janes in formation in front of Old Fraser

Slide 62  Nightshirt parade

The Nightshirt Parade is still going strong in the 1940s  although by that time they are wearing pajamas instead of night shirts

Slide 63  Mallot

Chancellor Mallot in the Nightshirt Parade 1940s

Slide 64  Relays parade 

To help illustrate the fact that the KU Relays were a big deal in the past.  Here is a relays parade float ca 1946.

Slide 65  Jay Janes

Jay Janes and the band out on the football field during halftime of the KU-KState game on Nov. 1st, 1947

Slide 66  Orange Bowl

KU went to the Orange Bowl in 1947 and the Sigma Phi Epsilons went in style in this converted 18 wheeler.  I’m sure they were very cold until they got to Florida.


Slide 67  Happy Jayhawk decals

The next Jayhawk is the one that all of us are most familiar with, the happy Jayhawk, produced by Journalism student Hal Sandy in 1946.   In 1971 he wrote on the origin of his Jayhawk that “Ed Browne who was pr director of the University suggested that I design a Jayhawk that was not ferocious.  Hence the Happy Jayhawk.”   He made and sold these decals to help pay for school.

Slide 68  Preparing a float for the Relays parade in 1949

Slide 69  Red Peppers

In 1949, the Red Peppers, a new freshman women’s pep club was formed by the Jay Janes.  212 freshman women signed-up at their first meeting.

Slide 70  1950s

Slide 71  Songs of KU

Cover of boxed set of 3 records by the KU Band and the Men’s Glee Club, produced in 1952 by the Alumni Association. 

Slide 72  Doc Yak

Here is another Doc Yak rally in front of Strong Hall in 1952


Slide 73  1952 Championship

The 1952 basketball championship generated a lot of fan photos.  Including this iconic photo of students watching the game together in the Union Ballroom  

Slide 74  Fans celebrating in their PJs

Slide 75  Agonized fans

Agonized fans during a basketball game in 1952 or 53 in Hoch Auditorium

Slide 76  New York Paramount Hotel

KU fans in New York City following the Olympic playoff basketball game in April 1952.  In front of the Hotel Paramount.

Slides 77 Fans in New York

Slide 78  Fans waving the wheat during a rally in front of Old Green Hall in 1952

Slide 79  Delta Gamma house decorated for Homecoming in 1953

Slide 80 decorating for homecoming 1954

Slide 81 Homecoming queen in 1955

Slide 82  Visors

Sometime during the 1950s someone came up with this great idea—Jayhawk visors

Slide 83  Relays float, 1956

Slide 84  1960s

Slide 85 Cheerleading squad in 1960

Slide 86  Bonfires were still being built for Homecoming as late as 1966

Slide 87  PomPon girls in 1967 or 68

Slide 88  Homecoming queen 1968

Slide 89   Big-time fan packing up for the 1969 Orange Bowl game

Slide 90  Pre-game brunch Orange Bowl Jan. 1, 1969

Slide 91  Black Student Union Homecoming Queen 1969

Slide 92  1970s

Slide 93  Pom Pon girls 

These Pom pon girls look much happier than Aubrey Nash as he walks off the court at the NCAA finals in Houston in March of 1971.

Slide 94  Liberty Bowl

KU went to the Liberty Bowl in Feb. of 1974 and KU fans are proudly showing their spirit from their hotel room.

Slide 95  Tailgating

Here is the 1970s version of tailgating.  This was taken in Sept. or Oct. of 1974 and the weather looks a little iffy.

Slide 96  Watching the game from Campanile Hill in the fall of 1975

Slide 97  Yell leaders practicing stunts in Allen Fieldhouse in 1976 or 77

Slide 98  And here are cheerleaders arriving at Memorial Stadium before a football game in 1976.  Remember rollers?

Slide 99  Magley’s Mob at a basketball game in 1978 or 79.  Magley is David Magley.

Slide 100  1980s

Slide 101  K-State fans

I thought I would include one slide of the opposing teams’ fans and I thought this was goofy enough.  These are K-State fans in 1984

Slide 102  Goalpost

Bringing down the goalpost after a win in 1984.  One thing I notice in this photo is what looks to be a policeman’s hat being held by one of the students on the goalpost.  Probably not a good thing.

Slide 103  Camping in Allen Fieldhouse in 1986 or 87

Slide 104  Newspapers

Shaking newspapers while the opposing team is being introduced on the basketball court in 1988 or 89

Slide 105  1990s

Slide 106  Backgammon

Studying and playing backgammon while camping out in front of Allen Fieldhouse for the KU-MU game in Feb. of 1990

Slide 107  Enthusiastic fans in front of Strong Hall in the 1990s

Slide 108  More enthusiastic fans in front of Strong Hall in the 1990s

Slide 109  2000

Slide 110  The latest Jayhawk redrawn slightly by committee in 2005

Slide 111  And finally a Jayhawk fan with real commitment!!!
