


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































You mention the Little Rock situation and your conviction that
I had done the right thing. My biggest problem has been to make
people see, particularly in the south, that my main interest is not in
the integration or segregation question. My opinion as to the
wisdom of the decision or the timeliness of the Supreme Court’s
decision has nothing to do with the case.

The point is that specific orders of our Courts, taken in
accordance with the terms of our Constitution as interpreted by the
Supreme Court, must be upheld.

I said to a man the other day: ““You disagree with the decision
and tell me that I should show my disapproval by refusing to
prevent violence from obstructing the carrying-out of the Court’s
orders.”’

“Let us take a different example. Suppose you had been
thrown into jail by an arbitrary sheriff or United States marshal.
Your lawyer asked for a writ of habeas corpus and it is granted by
the judge. But the feeling in the locality is such that the sheriff feels
completely safe in telling you he will not obey the order, and you
will remain in jail. Now comes my question: Would you consider I
was doing my solemn duty as the President of the United States if I
did not compel your release from jail?”’

If the day comes when we can obey the orders of our Courts
only when we personally approve of them, the end of the
American system, as we know it, will not be far off.

Along with these speaking chores that I mentioned a while
back, I have the State of the Union speech to make, a Budget in
preparation to send to Congress, the Economic Report to approve
and send on, and then the endless conferences with legislative
leaders while Congress is in session. The only hope I see for any
real letup is some time around next July. Several things would
have to happen to make that period any better than the present.

The Congress would have to adjourn early. There would have
to be a general easing off of tensions in the free world. And fewer
people must be struggling to see me with ““very important mes-
sages and pieces of advice.”” If all three of these things happen,
possibly my family, my associates, my secretary and I can give less
attention to our blood pressure and the condition of our general
nervous systems.

Having said all this, I must tell you that physically I seem to
stand up under the burden remarkably well. Yesterday I think the
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doctor said my blood pressure was 130 over 80 and my pulse
something on the order of 66.

The biggest worry of all is the constant question of ““doing the
right thing.” Certain of the problems are so complex and so
difficult that there is no really satisfactory answer. As [John] Foster
[Dulles] explained it the other day when we were talking about the
French-Tunisian mess, “‘This is a matter of choosing whether you
want your arm broken in two places—or your leg broken above the
knee.” But I have the satisfaction of knowing that I do my best,
that I have with me a group of honest, dedicated, and in some
cases very wise men to advise and help, and that, finally, the
Almighty must have in mind some better fate for this poor old
world of ours than to see it largely blown up in a holocaust of
nuclear bombs.

So with this kind of support I manage to keep at least the
shreds of a once fairly good disposition—a matter on which Mrs.
Whitman may write you a minority report—and all in all feel that
the job is being done about as well as it can be under the
circumstances.

While I am often urged to be more assertive, to do a little more
desk-pounding, to challenge Russia more specifically and harshly,
I do not do these things for the simple reason that I think they are
unwise. Possibly I do not always control my temper well, but I do
succeed in controlling it in public. And I still believe that a frequent
exhibition of a loss of temper is a sure sign of weakness.

I seem to have gotten into a spate of introspective thinking
here and making you the victim of its expression. Actually I have
nothing quite so important to do as to wish for you a reasonable
and quick return to a state of good feeling, particularly in getting
rid of those blankety-blankety headaches. Along with this, I want
to send my love to Ibby and your family.

As ever,

On November 25, while at his desk, Eisenhower suffered a
stroke that left him briefly paralyzed and unable to speak co-
herently. As word of the stroke spread through Washington, there
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were rumors of resignation and calls, in Congress and by the press,
for the president to step down. Even Eisenhower was heard to
mumble that ““if I cannot attend to my duties, I am simply going to
give up this job.”” But as with his earlier illnesses, Eisenhower’s
powerful will and strong constitution once again took over; and by
the time his secretary, Ann Whitman, wrote the following letter to
Swede, Eisenhower was already recovering.

1 December 1957
PERSONAL

Dear Captain Hazlett:

All week I have wanted to write you this note, not that I can
add anything to the news I know you get daily about the President,
but to try to reassure you—and myself at the same time—that the
President is really going to be all right again. Incidentally, just in
case you didn't see it, I am enclosing a copy of an editorial in the
New York Times of yesterday that has touched me more than
anything else these last difficult days.

You remember, of course, the President’s letter from Augusta.
Now that I think back I could have offered a minority report. [ only
knew then that I was fighting a losing battle against the pace that
the President seemingly had compulsively set for himself. We had
all ignored those hard lessons of the heart attack aftermath and
everybody seemed to be dumping all the unsolvable problems
squarely in his lap. With the Sputniks and Little Rock and the
failures of the last Congress still fresh, there wasn’t ever for the
President, here in Washington at least, a moment that he could use
to think. He was, furthermore, wrestling with speeches at all hours
of day and night, and under great pressure. For instance, a
concrete example of what I mean was the Oklahoma speech. I had
no plans to go on that trip, but at noon that day the speech was still
far from final. So typewriters were dumped on the plane and
somehow or other we finished it. All that tends to build up in me
and must for the President be magnified a thousand times, a
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tenseness that means loss of sleep, and a feeling always that you
are not doing the job right because there simply isn’t time.

On the plus side, I think the high government officials and the
President’s staff have learned, this time, that they must stand on
their own feet. I believe the President is the only person who can
save the world today for a future that surely could be bright. If we
can un-clutter his desk with the trivia (and I take that back, it really
isn’t trivia) but the less of the more important, I think he is the only
person who can weld our friends into a cohesive group and
overcome the suspicions of our potential enemies. And certainly
he has the courage and will to do his best, despite all these blows
that fate throws him.

I seem to have wandered far from what I meant to be a
reassuring note to you. I know how worried you are. These are
little simple things: The President has called me on the phone
several times since last Monday. He has seemed absolutely perfect
in his speech. There is positively no loss of anything except this
business of trying to find the right word, and that occurs only
when he is tired. One of his friends from New York saw him
yesterday at the farm, and reported that he looked just fine.

We had an alert out at Bethesda, but apparently you did not go
there for the overnight checkup that you wrote the President
[about]. Please let us know if you go through Washington, if only
so that Captain Crittenberger or I can bring you fully up to date on
the President.

Don'’t think of answering this; it does me good to write to
someone as close as you are to the President. And please forgive
my bad (Sunday, let’s call it) typing.

Sincerely,

[Ann C. Whitman]

P.S. Couldn’t you have been generous and let Army (and the
President) win yesterday?
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1958

In December, Swede began a long handwritten letter to
Eisenhower, a letter that, given Swede’s faltering health and the
continued interruption of savage headaches, took him more than a
month to complete. Ann Whitman typed it up for the president,
who scrawled his own reactions on the margins. In his letter,
Swede expressed his admiration for Eisenhower’s determination
to attend the NATO Conference, “‘in a wheel chair if necessary’’;
praised Secretary of State Dulles, Assistant to the President
Sherman Adams, and Secretary of Agriculture Ezra Taft Benson;
criticized actor and television advisor Robert Montgomery’s stag-
ing of Eisenhower’s television address on his return from Paris
(“to be frank, you looked decidedly ill at ease’’); and applauded
Eisenhower’s selection of Neil H. McElroy as secretary of defense.
“I'm afraid, though, that you can’t expect too much enthusiasm on
his part as regards further tightening of the bonds of service
integration. As you undoubtedly know, he ran [Procter and
Gamble] on the theory of inter-departmental rivalries.”” Swede
attacked columnist Drew Pearson, who in a television interview
had predicted that, within a year, Eisenhower would no longer be
president; criticized French actions in Tunisia; and on the pro-
posed Summit meeting with the Russians, concluded that ““unless
the prospects show a real promise of concrete achievement I think
you would be wasting your time.”” “’I agree fully,”” wrote Eisen-
hower in the margin.

In late February, Eisenhower wrote the following ‘‘birthday””’
letter to Swede.
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26 February 1958

Dear Swede:

Since [ want both to send you felicitations for that non-existent
birthday of yours and to answer, at least briefly, some of the
comments in your most recent letter (which I enjoyed tremen-
dously, as I always do), I shall try to limit myself to those subjects
you bring up and not go off on my usual lengthy, and I like to think
philosophical, discourse.

Now as to your points. Please don’t concern yourself about
any lack of coherence, if such there ever might be, in your letters.
The important thing is that you don'’t tire yourself in writing them.
I always like to have your thoughts, and they don’t have to be in
any logical order for them to be of value to me.

As for my recent physical mishap, never at any time did I feel
ill, so I don’t deserve any special commendation for making the
Paris trip. My only apprehension was about the formal speeches I
knew I would have to make, and, to some extent, concerning the
informal conferences with the various heads of government. But all
in all, the experience was pleasant and I think all to the good. I
especially got a kick out of my visit to my old SHAPE Headquar-
ters.

With reference to the illness itself, apparently months will be
needed to complete the full cure. But the only symptom I notice
now is a tendency to use the wrong word—for example, I may say
“’desk’” when I mean “’chair.”” But that tendency seems to be
decreasing and people who haven’t seen me for months say,
honestly I think, that they notice a much improved condition in
this ailment.

You know how I feel about the Secretary of State, both from
previous letters and from the many public statements [ have made.
I admire tremendously his wisdom, his knowledge in the delicate
and intricate field of foreign relations, and his tireless dedication to
duty. Apparently with strangers his personality may not always be
winning, but with his friends he is charming and delightful. In
addition to Mr. Dulles, Secretary Benson and Governor Adams are
two individuals who have been, in my opinion, unjustly attacked.
They are also dedicated and completely honest men. But in this
business sometimes glibness gives more surface reward than does
honesty.

198



Speaking of personalities, the new Russian Ambassador to the
United States, Mr. Mikhail Menshikov, is making quite a splash in
Washington. He is extremely affable, good-looking (I am told by
the ladies of my family) in the ““Western sort of way’’ (whatever
they mean by that), energetic and apparently not impressed with
protocol procedures (which break with routine I admit I find
refreshing). Only time will tell whether his appointment is in any
way indicative of a change in official Russian policy.

Oh yes, I agree completely that Bob Montgomery erred in his
"’stage directions’” for the report to the nation immediately after
the NATO Conference.

Now to go back to your letter and to my health. I am trying to
follow the advice of the doctors. I want to keep well and conserve
my energy as much as possible for the tasks that lie ahead of me.
But it is not easy since politicians have a habit of making me ill—
mentally and physically! I cannot, for example, understand why
any one, Democrat or Republican, would want to fan the flames of
the so-called “‘recession’” for his own political advantage at the
expense of all Americans. But you know as well as I do that such a
thing is done daily for the cheap advantage that certain people feel
they will gain personally. In the same category I put the request of
some thirty Congressmen that I “’fire’” Benson simply because they
are so avid for more governmental handouts for the farmers in
their districts.

Already we are in the special fever of a campaign year. If a
Republican Congress could be elected it would be the neatest trick
of the week. The brickbats that will be thrown at me I shall ignore,
and [ shall concentrate, as I have tried to do in the past, upon our
national security, upon inching toward a just and durable peace for
all the world, and upon sustaining the health of the American
economy.

Secretary McElroy is, in my opinion, one of the best appoint-
ments that could be made. He may have started out, as you say,
without too much enthusiasm for service integration, but I think he
is changing his views. He has, incidentally, absorbed with unex-
pected rapidity the enormous complexity of the Defense Depart-
ment and will, I think, make a tremendous contribution there.

This whole business of inter-service rivalries has been greatly
distressing to me, and to all of us. I am sure you are as sick as I am
of public debates among Generals and the Secretaries of the
various services. You referred to the German General staff system.
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[ venture that few people really understand what happened under
that so-called system. Their General Staff was Army.* For that it
was superb. But military separation in compartments was marked.
Even the Ministry of War in 1914 had nothing to do with the
General Staff.

I have had endless discussions in my office on the relative
merits of the nuclear submarines versus nuclear aircraft carriers. I
agree with you completely that the flattop is becoming obsolete
and [ have tried, and will continue to try, to convince the Navy big
brass that their only possible use would be in a small war. Here you
get down to an intra service rivalry that presents its problems, too.

As for the columnist [Drew Pearson] you mention, I merely
say that I have not read a word of his in fifteen years. Personally I
think he is a “’spherical’”” SOB which makes him one no matter
from what angle you may view him. And as for the prophecy you
mention, I had not heard of it before. He could of course be right.
But I think the good Lord will have more to do with what happens
than this particular columnist.

You bring up the fact that retired officers are not included in
the Administration’s recommendations for ““cost of living”’ in-
creases. These recommendations were based on the Cordiner
report, which was designed to keep in the services young, able
officers and real technicians. While the Cordiner report provided
for very large increases in senior grades, the theory was that this
would keep young officers in the service permanently. The general
policy was to ignore all others. (This report was made, of course,
when inflation was our number one domestic problem.) I think we
might review the matter now, and I am assured by the experts that,
in any event, the Congress will, for its own political reasons, see
that retired personnel are included when the issue is finally
decided.

I mentioned briefly the “‘recession’’ that is worrying everyone
today. We are watching the economy closely and I still believe, as I
said in my last press conference, that there will be more employ-
ment opportunities by mid- or late March. But this may mark the
“beginning of the end’” of the recession; it will be quite a while
before we reach the ““end of the ending.”” I shall never approve a
tax cut for political reasons, but there are certain economists who
believe that if the recession continues, we may have to give serious
consideration to the possibility.
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And a few brief points—I agree with you completely with
regard to Bourguiba and I deplore the situation the French have
gotten themselves, and indirectly us, into. [Félix] Gaillard [premier
of France] is inexperienced (though in this specific instance I do not
believe he was to blame) but basically he seems to have some of the
marks of a capable leader.

Now we come to the Summit Conference. If we and our allies
can first agree on the positions we will take on the various subjects
that will be discussed; if the Russians will agree to a preparatory
conference at a lower level; and if they will promise to abide by the
agreements made at the preparatory conference—then, and only
then, I am willing to meet with them. If this procedure is followed,
I think we can at least hope for some success; anything else is
bound to bring dismal failure.

I think I have covered all your comments except the most
important ones—the fine Navy football game of last year, your
health, and your birthday anniversary. I was proud of Navy’s team
(except on one day that need not be mentioned) and I watched
them on TV whenever I could.

As you know without my telling you, I am distressed about
the seeming lack of progress in your physical condition and I keep
hoping that the doctors will find something that will make you
more comfortable. I am glad you have decided to come back to
Bethesda for another go-round and I shall keep praying that the
doctors there will come up with something that will help you.

And now you are about to have a birthday anniversary, an
event that I suspect you regard with as much dislike and disdain as
I do. But at least you have to endure only fifteen or sixteen actual
such days, while I have that imposing sixty-seven always to
contemplate. But I fancy even that is little enough comfort in view
of falling chests, hair and energy. At any rate you know that my
prayer is that your birthday ‘‘present”” for the next year will be
better health.

With affectionate regard to Ibby and all the best to yourself,

As ever,

P.S.: Please let me know when you come to Bethesda; otherwise, I
shall have to employ my special intelligence system.

* I am referring here to the justly famous General Staff of 1914. Of
course under Hitler there was a personal Chief of Staff that could
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presumably issue orders to any service. Actually Goering, as long
as he was in favor, went his own way. [This note was apparently
added at a later date.]

Eisenhower soon recovered from the mild stroke that he had
suffered. Swede’s health, however, continued to fail, and in March
he returned once more to Bethesda for further tests.

25 March 1958

Dear Swede:

I understand from my private intelligence system that you are
still undergoing tests out at Bethesda. I know you realize how
strongly I pray that medical science will finally find the answer to
your difficulty and some way to alleviate it.

Over the weekend, as perhaps you know, I went to Augusta in
search of the elusive sun and a decent game of golf. The sun I
found but there was absolutely no consolation in the brand of
game I exhibited.

Perhaps these flowers will be a spot of color in your room; at
the very least they will assure you that I am thinking of you.

With warm regard,

As ever,

In April the doctors at Bethesda discovered that Swede had
cancer and operated, removing his right lung. Eisenhower re-

202



ceived regular reports on the operation and on Swede’s slow
recovery. In August, Swede and Ibby moved to Bethesda, Mary-
land, where they bought a small cottage near the hospital. Here
Swede began the last letter that he would attempt to write. ““He
struggled so hard to write to you,”” wrote Ibby, who later sent it to
Eisenhower. ““He wanted very much to thank you for all that you
had done for him.”” In October, Swede was again hospitalized with
a recurrence of the cancer. ““His courage is magnificent,”” wrote
Ibby. ““I don’t know how he bears such continual pain. I just hope
and pray that we both will be given the strength that we need to
face what lies ahead.”

23 October 1958

Dear Ibby:

Your note about my birthday anniversary, together with the
letter Swede had struggled so valiantly to write me the latter part
of August, reached me this morning on the last leg of my West
Coast jaunt. I am, of course, grateful for your felicitations and good
wishes.

I have, of course, gotten regular reports on Swede. His
courage I have always admired, and I know he faces this battle
with his flags flying.

You might tell Swede, if possible, that when I was in Abilene
everyone asked about him. The town looks much the same. I saw
Maud Hurd briefly; as you probably know she is not at all well but
she is as keen and alert as ever. Charlie Case is unchanged by the
years and as great a fan of Swede’s as ever.

If there is anything I can do for you, please do not fail to let me
know. I would like to see you (although I don’t know how or
when), but from the medical reports I have had, I don’t believe I
should try to see Swede. He understands, I am sure, that he is
constantly in my thoughts and prayers.

With warm regards,

Affectionately,
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Swede’s funeral at Arlington National Cemetery, 5 November 1958
(National Park Service photograph, courtesy of Dwight D. Eisen-
hower Library).

At the end of October, Swede died and was buried in
Arlington National Cementery. Eisenhower, who was present at
the funeral, sent Ibby the following note.

November 1958

Dear Ibby:
This note is simply to say what of course you already know.
The prayers and hearts of Mamie and myself are with you today, as
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they have been in the past; we are thinking of you and all the
members of your family with love and devotion.

I can never quite tell you what Swede meant to me. While I am
glad for his sake that he suffers no longer, his passing leaves a
permanent void in my life.

Affectionately,
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