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I. INTRODUCTION

A. Statement of the Problem.

The present study represents an attempt, under the hypo-
theses of Gestalt psychology, to study the relationship of
field conditions to memory for relatively simple problems of
varied character, The problem, specifically, is to investi-
gate the effect of interruption and completion, in & highly
structured test situation, upon the retention of problems of
dirferent degrees of 'reality'. An important problem erising
out of the experiment will be the relationship of the structural
nature of the task to the degree of retention, It is believed
that the three basic problems in the field of learning are those
of structure, motivation, and maturation (J. F, Brown). The
method of experimentation is based directly upon the studies
of B. Zeigarnik and J. F. Brown, reported later. The dynemical
explanation of behavior 1s accepted for the purpose of the expere
iment: namely, all behavior 1s due to the arousal of psychical
tensions which are resolved along the line of least action (R. H.
Wheeler). Behavior, therefore, at all times, has directionality.
Causation is multiple, and a response 1s always that of a whole
to a total situation. The constancy hypothesis 1s rejected in

favor of the concept of field dynamics.

Be The Development of Gestalt Psychology.

The methodology and basic principles of Gestalt psychology
were developed, first, in experimental studles of perceptual -
phenomena. It was soon recognized that the laws governing such

phenomena were of universal validity inasmuch as they dealt with






