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I , INTRODUCTION 

A« Statement of the Problem* 

The present study represents an attempt, under the hypo* 

theses of G e s t a l t psychology, to study the r e l a t i o n s h i p of 

f i e l d c o n d i t i o n s to memory for r e l a t i v e l y s imple problems of 

v a r i e d character* The problem, s p e c i f i c a l l y , i s to i n v e s t i ­

gate the e f f e c t of i n t e r r u p t i o n and complet ion, i n a h i g h l y 

s t r u c t u r e d t e s t s i t u a t i o n , upon the r e t e n t i o n of problems of 

d i f f e r e n t degrees of ' r e a l i t y * • An important problem a r i s i n g 

out of the experiment w i l l be the r e l a t i o n s h i p of the s t r u c t u r a l 

nature of the task to t h e degree of r e t e n t i o n * I t i s be l ieved 

that the three b a s i c problems i n the f i e l d of l e a r n i n g a r e those 

of s t r u c t u r e , m o t i v a t i o n , and maturation ( J , F* Brown) * The 

method of experimentation i s based d i r e c t l y upon the stud ies 

of B# Z e i g a r n i k and J * P # Brown, reported l a t e r * The dynamical 

e x p l a n a t i o n of behavior i s accepted f o r the purpose of the exper­

iment: namely, a l l behavior I s due to the a r o u s a l of p s y c h i c a l 

tens ions which are r e s o l v e d along the l i n e of l e a s t a c t i o n (R. H* 

Wheeler)* B e h a v i o r , t h e r e f o r e , at a l l t i m e s , has d i r e c t i o n a l i t y * 

C a u s a t i o n i s m u l t i p l e , and a response i s always that of a whole 

to a t o t a l s i t u a t i o n * The constancy hypothesis i s r e j e c t e d i n 

favor of the concept of f i e l d dynamics* 

B» The Development of G e s t a l t Psychology. 

The methodology and b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s of G e s t a l t psychology 

were developed, f i r s t , i n experimental studies of perceptual 

phenomena* I t was soon recognized that the laws governing such 

phenomena were of u n i v e r s a l v a l i d i t y Inasmuch as they d e a l t with 
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wholes d i f f e r i n g not i n the nature of f u n c t i o n i n g but i n d e ­

gree of s t r u c t u r a l complexity (R* H« W h e e l e r ) . The hypotheses 

of G e s t a l t psychology proved v a l u a b l e i n an ever expanding f i e l d 

of i n v e s t i g a t i o n * Köhler*s " M e n t a l i t y of Apes" contr ibuted to 

the methodology of a n i m a l experimentation* Koffka*s "Growth of 

the Mind* c a r r i e d the new p r i n c i p l e s I n t o the f i e l d of genetic 

psychology* Kurt Lewin a p p l i e d them to the study of a c t i o n and 

a f f e c t i o n . (5)* R* H* Wheeler (53) attempted a systematic i n t e r ­

p r e t a t i o n of psychology from the standpoint of G e s t a l t concepts, 

g i v i n g s p e c i a l emphasis to f i n d i n g s of modern organismic b iology 

{ C h i l d s , C o g h i l l , T r a c y ) . 

The fundamental p r i n c i p l e of G e s t a l t psychology has been 

s t a t e d by Koffka ( 1 8 ) : *Neither s u b s t a n c e , nor energy, nor events 

prove to be d i v i s i b l e ad l i b i t u m * * . T h e G e s t a l t category wher­

ever i t i s a p p l i e d i n sc ience s i g n i f i e s the attempt to f i n d w i t h ­

i n t h e mass of phenomena coherent f u n c t i o n a l w h o l e s , to t r e a t them 

as f u l l pr imary r e a l i t i e s , and t o understand the behavior of these 

wholes as w e l l as of t h e i r p a r t s from w h o l e - r a t h e r than from p a r t -

laws" • 

G e s t a l t psychology, s i n c e i t c o n s i d e r s wholes to be "primary 

r e a l i t i e s 1 1 , attempts to study them by f u n c t i o n a l a n a l y s i s , which 

Wheeler (35) d e f i n e s as "the procedure of varyijqg t h e condit ions 

under which a phenomenon occurs i n order to a s c e r t a i n what c o n d i ­

t i o n s are e s s e n t i a l to i t s e x i s t e n c e 1 1 * S t r u c t u r a l a n a l y s i s , on 

the other hand, i s tt ana l y s i s made when the c o n d i t i o n s of i n v e s t i ­

g a t i o n are so s e l e c t e d as to reduce the complexity of the object 

or event under c o n s i d e r a t i o n 1 * . The f i r s t c o n s i d e r s the data of 

psychology to be wholes i n a process of change and seeks to e s -


