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PART I. 

WHY VOCATIONAL EDUCATION IS NEEDED. 

GENERAL DISCUSSION. 

The need of vocational education is today 

apparent on almost every hand, as it perhaps has 

never been before in all our social life. This is 

true in a striking degree in the public schools. 

To see the extent, we have but to look about us in 

our own community; and in other communities it is 

equally true in greater or less degree. 

We see, the boy especially, of the seventh, 

sixth, and sometimes even lower, grades becoming 

restless and tiring of school and casting furtive 

glances toward some phase of practical livlihood -

whether of necessity or not, the fact remains. And 

a large number of such lads become hard to control, 

and it is but a short time until we see them leaving 

the school-room, never to return - as pupils at least, 

why? because the method and practice of school must 

change with the ever changing scale and standard of 

the age and society it is trying to teach or else it 

will lose its interest, and consequently its grip, 

on the boys and girls who compose the student body,-

not only df that particular school, but of every 
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other school inthe land. Adapt the school training 

and method to the boy, and to the girl, in the age 

in which they live and are to be moulded into intel­

ligent men and women• Do not try, as too often has 

been done, to adapt the child to some ancient method, 

educational system or some pet theory of an idealiz­

ed type. This I think is more largely the cause of 

failure in so many cases of the present school system, 

as well as that of years gone by. 

Our changed educational problems• 

The men and women who have succeeded in 

the largest way in school matters have been those 

who itiade the subject in hand, the most vital to the 

boy or girl in hand, no matter whether their method 

or course of study strictly adhered to the hard and 

fast rules and regulations of "orthodox" teaching or 

not• For example, we need but refer to the phenome­

nal success of the Gary, Indiana, school under the 

leadership of Mr. William Wirt• Here perhaps for 

the first time has a man successfully attempted to 

bring the teaching of the public schools into any 

real adjustment with the conditions of life and mod­

ern industrial communities• Here the children get 

everything of practical value that is taught in the 


