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PREFACE

My interest in resesrch work in Americen poetry is due
mainly to a course in Chief American Poets which I took under
Professor Hugh R. Brower in the College of Emporias. I have
selected the subject of American child verse for this'thesis
because of my delight, from esrliest childhood, in the verse of
Riley and Field and because of my desire to become acquainted
with the delineation of child life in the work of other American
poets. While the child poetry of separate poets has received some
attention, the subject, as & whole,in recent American verse hes
not been investigated to my knowledge. In presenting this paper,
T present it by no means zs o complete survey of the sudbject but
nerely s a suggestive outline of the material to be found in this
Tield of study.

The theses of Miss Ketterman on "Shekespeare's Portrayal
of Child Life" and of Mr. Fagan on"Riley as a Child Poet™ have
been of much help to me by way of general suggestion.rl wish to
thank Professor C.G.Dunlap and Professor E.M.Hopkins for their
interest in my work during the past year and Mrs F.E.Bryant and
Miss C.S.Gilham, University Libraerians, for their help in finding
material. I also owe much to Professor S.L.Whitcomb for his
suggestions in the preparation‘of this work and for copies of his

own child:poems.

Mamue Wlberla ﬂuﬁw
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Introduetion

The Child in Recent Thought.

The province of child study is truly vast. The touch of
the child is on sociology, mythology, religion, language and
what not. The laboratory of child study is the whole wide
world, and yet, it is only in reéent years that we have work.
ed in this laboratory. In early years man - big, burly,healthy-
was the subject of all investigation, but now a8ll is changed
and, "A little child shall lead them". The biologist is
gtudying the physical development of the child. He tells us
that in certain embryonic stages of pre-natal existence,no
one would be able to tell whether a certain embryo might
turn out a frog or a philosopher. He proves to us the per-
allelism in ante-.natal existence between a human embryo and
lower organisms. The psychologist seeks to trace in childish
prattlings the beginnings of philosophy and religion. In the
field of sociology, we learn that just as the beautiful |
butferfly must be preceded by the larva and pupa, so the mature
stages of human 1life develop out of lower and more primitive
stages. 7e are certain that the pupa will develop into a but-
terfly if provided with a suitable environment; so we know

that if we provide the proper training, the child will emerge
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into an individual with powers complete. The world is learn-
ing that the child is mnot only entitled to the best physical
inheritence but that a social Iinheritence is also his birth-
right. Intelligent men and women recognize these rights and
it has resulted in a serious study of Zugenics.

In the realm of education we are seeing the child from
a new view point. We know now that a child is full of animal
life and his growth should be that of a healthy animel. Ho
longer do we send him to school at a tender age and allow
him to sit in a seat all day long, with his feet dangling in
mid-air, as he tries to learn the alphabet letter by letter.
Instead we direct his play and his mind is allowed to develop
gradually. 7e are correcting his defective vision and watch.
ing his throat and teeth in these modern schools of ours. In
short, as never before, we are trying to train our children |
into useful, héalthful citizens, eitizens worthy to take their

places in this nation of ours.



Part 1



* A General Survey of the Child in Literature

In the field of literature,also, the child is just coming
into his own and it shall he the purpose of this discussion to
survey briefly, in a general way, the place the child has
taken in the prose and poetry of some of the leading men of
letters the world over and more particularly in the recent
poetry of our own America,

In Ancient Times”-This youthful member of society has now
become so common that we can hardly realize how absent he 1is
from earlier literature. In Greek literature we call to mind
the many references to the education of children, to their
sports and games, but we are forced to admit that the child's
voice 1s scarcely heard and that he i1s only a passive member
of the social order. In Homer's Iliad we have a single picture
of childhood. In the sixth book of the Iliad when Hector is
parting from Andromache the child Astyanax is present in the
nurse's arms. The passage shows us-the true characteristic
of the child, for when Hector starts to take his son in his
arms, the baby shrank back in fear, frightened by the father's
helmet. The relation of maturity to childhood is presented in
the strong man's concession to weakness, as he laughs and lays

aside his helmet. Man, according to the Homeric conception,

* H.E.Soudder - "Childhood in Literature and Art."



