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On Neanderthal Crania and
Speech: Response to Lieberman

DAVID W. FRAYER

Department of Anthropology, University of Kansas,
622 Fraser Hall, Lawrence, Kans. 66045-2110, U.S.A.
30 I11 93

In “On the Kebara KHM 2 Hyoid and Neanderthal
Speech” (CA 34:172—75), Lieberman quotes without per-
mission from an unpublished manuscript. Referring to
my work on the cranial base of Neanderthals and later
Europeans (p. 174), he cites an abstract in the American
Journal of Physical Anthropology, but the issue he ad-
dresses (the Weicker [sic] angle) and other details of his
criticism do not appear there, nor were they discussed
in my presentation of the research at the 1992 meeting
for which the abstract was prepared. The source for
these comments is a manuscript that I submitted to CA
a year ago and on which Lieberman served as a referee,
in which I said, “The Welcker angle is not comparable
to the basal profiles generated by Laitman, Heimbuch,
and Crelin (1979). This is because the Welcker angle
crosses into the neurocranium and measures a different
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aspect of craniobasal flexion.” The manuscript was
eventually rejected, and I now find myself associated in
print with ideas that I was not allowed to publish. I
would prefer to have had the opportunity to state my
own position.
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