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The Educational Development of Reno County

Introduction . |

Reno ounty is locetod in the s\ou%hwcentml‘ part of Kanses, The
PuUrpose of this study is ‘ao@‘“ prosent a i'éport of the dovelopment of public
schools within‘ﬁéno dountys The é{;udy covers & per’iéd' of fifty~eight
years, i‘rom 1872 to 1930,

‘The data represented in th:.a mvescigation havo been secured
‘I:lﬁdugh the kindness of the cnunty and oiby supemntenc!ents of schools
of Reno cétznj;y, fron offiqsﬂ.al‘ school rocords, bullefins, fimncial re-
ports, from the State House at Topeka; from the Bureéu oi‘ School Service
and Research, Uni.versiﬁy of Ke.nsas, and from historical recordss The
method employed has been that of persone.l mvesﬁi&,a‘hion, questn.onnaire.
and library research, The wricer spent several months in Reno couvnty
and Topeka. in gatharing date vith ‘ahe help and cooperation of school of~

f:\.cials.
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The Educational 'Development‘ of Reno County 4

I. The Devalomant of the County. '

) . The cﬁuca*b:.onal hwtory oi‘ Reno county began a!:nos-b sz.multan-
eously wri:h the founding of the cn.ty of flubchingon, Hutchinson deter-
mined its loea.{::.on 'bofcra the boundnry 11!163 wero dsflm.te}.y fn.xed.

Reno couni:y, locai-.eci in the south-centml pari; of 'the s{:e.’ce of Y’cmsas,
had its bounderics *t;emporarily fixed ‘by the legivla{;ure of 1868. It
wes nmnad in honor of General J. Reno, v*ho was I,.:I.lled at the battle of
Gettysuurg. The terriﬁary which compr:.se& ‘c} is county wes nof; settled -
_until three years later, -Z;he first settlers wore not even W:Lthin the
ccnfines of é~h<3 count; y ot *hhai: i:ime 3 In 1871 this county vrhich had |
t}w requzred 600 inhabi{:ants a necessary number to en’citle a coun'by

to ob‘cain its self govermnent, recewed an order 1ssued by Governor Hore
voy fur {-,he organization of i:he county. » _ ,
| Liost of ’che early settlers came frm th.o, Ill:mow, and Indiana,’ |
& fmv fron {;he South. They were a svurdy type of neople wz.llmg f:o dare
| and do, ,All si;ruggled in poverty. In 'l:hose d,.ys ezes v'ere ccns:.dered & |
. luxury, and wero e.ved f‘or the s:r.ck. One women - 1ater admi‘cted that she
was temptod ﬁo n?ay sicl. S0 as to partm.e of i,hai: cove{-.ed lmwy f»zilk
| wo.s not used, a8 the one aris‘cocraﬁic coa' in the ci“y oi’ Hub chmson sup—-
: nlwd the v hole ﬁmm, but even 'hhen she wes dry si.x months of the years
?he*a was 111;1:1@ if any 50cia1 d:.fferonce or’ d:L 'h:.nc'{:lon ‘be'bween 'Lhe ine :

,habitants of the city and ’chose of the f‘arm distri.cts.n



-5-:

The city of Hutchinson grow up almost in o night. In June 1872
C. Ca Hu’cchinuon made ‘a contract wi{:h the direc‘bors of the Senta Fe Rail--
_rcad e.‘~ their &nmzal meeting in Topeka to build a tozm ot the po.m"c. whore
the rqzlx'os.d would cross the Little Arkensas River, end August 3,5, ’1872
‘ Eutdhinson wa‘s’ in.corporated as & cif;y. of the third class;a Ten years lo-
tor the c:.ty's inhanitan’cs mmbered over 2,000, and in 1886 the city was
zncorporated as second class :.n mnk, in 1911 it became & city of the
first class by virtue of having e populaﬁion of more than 15,000.1 HNow |
its pcpulata.on is ‘more than 47,000, | |
The rap:.d grmth of '{-.he c&ty has been 'due to the rap:i.d settlc~
men% in the. co‘tm'by, also to the grmc‘bh of :maustries, such as salt plants ’
V strcmboard manuf’acturing, creamery produc’cs . milling, end pa.c?ing. ‘rhose
products ha.ve ’oeen pro&uccd on & lar ge scale and i:heir sources are veem—
ingly inexhauati’ble.‘:“ Rena is at the outlet of 8 g;rea’c wheat end corn
' {;rcr“i.ng dia‘brict wh:.ch pla.ces her in front rank among 'bhé counties of the
‘sta’ce in this respec'b. "’he value of the farm produets run i‘rcm 26 600,000
to &,8,500,000 annual}.y. Iaaen this x:eal‘bh is a.dded to the immense income
from salt, and from the commerce which passes 'bha.s v:s.y the lccalﬁ;y appezzrs ’
to bo an unusuany favored oneS | | '
| ‘l‘he first board of county cazmniesioners had :Li:a f:.rst meeting on
Jahﬁai‘y {i-, 1872, The entire county we.s pl&ced in one *bovmshib and was
- given i:hey name of f{eno. Ml the townships lw.ve since 'been sliced fram
this one. On Eebruary 3, 1872 Hutchmson was m&e the cmmty seab. G.Co ;

Hutchinsen af‘cer whom i:‘he city is nazned, vas electeci 1eg:.slat1va rapresen» :
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gative for the purpose of fixing -E:he county boundary lines 8o it vlould
, leusen the aanger of enother tom's being e.,tablished nearer the caxrbcr
of ,the county thet would conbost with Hutchinson for the cotmty sea'l:.
Everything which seemcd possible was done to coﬁstruct a bridg;z across
the Arl:unéa's iiver éo as to mke ‘transportation easier and to m#!:e |
Hutch:anson the trade center of the county.‘3 - |
Reno aoun‘cy is d:w:ldad by the A.rl,.ansas river énd 'hra.versad 'by
izhe Ln.“ctle ArLansas and the Ninnescah ri.vcrs. Ano*cher feature thet mado |
- ‘transportation chfficult was the belt of sand along; i:he river, - These |
topogrephical features furnished excellent surface and subsurface drka.i.nu’ .
age to ﬁﬁé‘ 99 per cent of praiéie laxici.cf-the c‘oun‘ty.» People setiled
the 1and, broke wp sod, plantod corn, protected themselves againet froo-
, rangers &na buffalo hex;ds; and' built houées; ) ﬁut noi: u'nti.‘i i;ransPorte.- ~
tion scross the river wes possihle d:ui the lands beyond i‘b open up,
During the 1e.t~cer mrt of the yoar 1872 and -’c.he year 187o that parﬁ of
* the county was settled very rapidiy.®
The organi.zation of the county and ‘Lhe election of its officers :
wore but the boginning of activities both in the tovm and the county.
There woro no roads laid cut, no oridges to make travel:«.ng pessi’ble -
throug;h tha troacherous send. along the river which divided the coun‘-y,
" no schoolg, and w orst of all no money to pay for all these ‘-hi.ngs. The
homestoad land y:.elded no taxes and wes not taxed until proved upon. o
| ~The fact tha{; it was exompt. frmn taxos wntil. ﬁhe title pe.ssed £rom the |

govermment to the mdivﬁ.dua}. was an inducement to the early settler_ to
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put off "proving up™ on his elaim as long as possible; There was wory
1i~b%_19‘imrsom1 property and fow persons besides the merchants had poer-
" sonal Qropert}r above what was covered by the $200,00 oxemption for the
head of each -fnmily;z s

‘Property was valued for taxation at from one-fourth to one-sixth:
of its real value, C:cnsequently; the burden of the toaxes fell on the sct-
tlers who had bought reilroad land and upon the railroad itself which was
built in the cowity:, These two classes furnished what money wont into
the county treasury: In 1872 thers wore 14 personal tax payers. on the
tax roll, and the total emount they peid in taxation was $14.25, Tho on-
ly method of providing finances for the. mcessiﬁi&s of county administrae-
tion and ﬁnprovement was to issue bonds, ° Bonds were issued for. §35,000
for bridges, §15,000 for schools, and £5,000 for interest on bonas.,'- A
decided interest was taken in school affeirs by ﬁhe people, but as ﬁxe
county had been settled by poor emigrants, they were afraid to take eny
steps which would lead to inerease of toxation in those eérly days;,s,

| Ii. The I:arl‘y Development oi‘ the Schaola
| It is :‘meossible ﬁo write a complate hi.story of Reno mmty
sdhools. The records are in such e condition thai: not all of the inform=
ation necessary can be obtained, The otate Supemn’cendent of ‘Public In-
' struc‘c:on daas not Have adequata reccrds of tha schools of this county.
Tha uounﬁy sunerini;endent!s ofi‘ice of tbi.s coun‘by bas no records of the
‘firs-b three a:)unty superintendents! a&ninistrativa terms. I‘b is only re-t

cen‘bly 'Lho.{; s:..ch infomticn hag been supplz.ed in pert frcm O‘Lher rocords
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and from ﬁhé Journals of the county»commissicners;~’Ib is recelled by
- Beme afbthé?ald;é§£tler57that so'liﬁtle consideration was given this |
office that éen'yaars.after_thé orgaﬁizétion of the county, the éuuﬁ#y;£;
5 ﬁuperinéendcnt‘ofithat ﬁay.kept’allyracords in a punny sack, and’pitchéd'
that sack in e corner: of a:coalbshed,t»The_Superinﬁendenﬁ was>inf£hﬂ‘\
habit of;hiﬁing Prom: office &nﬁ,speﬂding his leisure &ime in the coal
shed playing-cheés.“vPersohs ﬁesiring an interview with the‘daunty su-
| porintendent concerning school matters hunted up his "hideout® and the
gunny sack, - : |
. From o1l indleations; it seems; that those who had charge of-
the countyts educational affairs divided partrof’ﬁhe county into spaces
or stretches: that would afterwards te settled up and school districts o
were.inférmally»crganized; : The: statubes. provide that a.petition from
the patrons of the proposed school dist rict be submitted to the vounty
suporintendent, who, on hearing ths'petitiong.may ley out and organize
the district, - The present district boundaries have been whittled and
cut to meet the demand of the patrons., @he nearcst approach t0 a roc-
ord of the date of whittling sore of the districﬁs is the date of the
first issue of bonds.3 .

_ At the first county election, held March 2, 1872, 'W. E. Hn%ch~ )
.inson'was elected eaunty Bunerinﬁendent but resigned in July. Do He ”
Hunt held the. offlce untxl Angust Alexander~Lynch succeeded«fbr the '
remainder of the year, Taylor. Flick eniered upon thele duties on Jana

‘ vary 1, 1873, During his periad in thet office, a large portion of that"
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eoun*cy was divided into sehool disi:ricf:s. His iabor déseMé é}-edit .
bwz; hﬁ.s records deseme censure. J. P. Cassedy ne.d; i‘illcd 'Lhe office
oi‘ supemnwndent, i‘rcm 18'?4 to 1876 e.nd was folloued by I’a.ne.g,a and
Es L Lm'fis. o '

mere are ev:.denceo thet the educm;iona.l davelopren‘c kept good
pace with the pregress and prosperity of the ccmmi:y..6 AL 'bhe comence-
ment of the school yeax‘ 1873, there were bu*t: five orgam.zed districts in
| Reno ¢ounty, end at the close oi‘ that year there wore for*by-one. The
i’irsi: school house in i:he couni;y was ereci;ed early in the sprine;, in the
fall there were ix‘been freme buildmga completed while five oﬁhers were
in process of construc ion. The latter included, a‘c that *bime, the mag=
| nificent brick and s{;one school ‘building in the city of Hu‘bchinson. It
wa.s rcady for occupancy in Sepi:ember 1874. There were no organizod
schools taughi: prior to oepf:ember 1, 1872 In 1873 eleven organized
schools were reported havmg been i:aught during the year with an averagoe
term bi’ 3eD monﬁhs.e Indmoations are thab people were not a‘ble to sup~
'por‘b a winter {:em of school a.f%:er tha crop fs.ilure in the sumer of 1874
but the por:.oc‘t lost was 1ater xnade up S.n the stmmer. The educational
outloolk, considering e.ll handicans, certa:.nly was encouraging. The mime
“ ber of school houses built during the first two years sufficiently ate
_tostcd the "eneral interest in educat:.on.lo

The people of Rono Cc:mnty deservo honora’bla rention i‘cr the uay
%;hey faced and overcame disappomt:zxents and adversi"cies c'turlng; we esrly
pioneer de.ys and throughout the succeoding years. Many schools ha.d their

start in private homes, Some districts lost their school buildings through



fireand storms Most of the. early school buildings were freme struc-
turaé;, 6:1@, the first school of Medo:\-a was & sod house which fomc_ariy
" belonged ‘ho e large cattle man of that time, It is related that Mrsi -
‘Sénpla, the teacher, went from house to house, soliciting smll

emownts £rom those able and willing o contribute, in an effort to

raise money to buy a dictionary, Finally the coveted book was ob=
tained, only to be stolen a short time after its imrchase;s There

were no ‘blackioarda, few books, and very meager appératus. In spite

of ’thasevinconvenﬂ.encea the cownty suparinbehdent of 1874 reports
that the county districts generally had good school houses, Some of
7'bhese districts perhaps had gmé in‘ débt too far and found tﬁe ’debts’
pather burdensome,$ |

o serie}-had the people settled than they looked for educa=

tiomal privileges.' Early.in 1872 pistrict No., 1 wus organized to em~
brace Hutchinson and vieinity,5 Prior to this organization a school
had been opened under the management of Miss Jennie Hodgsoh v(whOsa‘
portrait appears in the gallery of piomeer %quers) and .for s ane ti@e
hor school consisted of one pupil.' 0live Miller.® Rooms wers aéed
wherever the.y could be found, locations 'bei‘ng shifted as buildings thus
occupied might be. needed for same other purposes, . At that time t}mré -
'were no approprietions fgr schools, There was little property on which
to levy taxes and it required nearly a year to levy and collect these |
taxess A "select schoéi" or subseription school was stéri;ed.v All of -
the children of the community were urged to attend the écheoi *al‘cﬁaugh
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E g tﬁe parénts §f sane did not c:oiﬂ:ribui:e 'hawérda the éﬁpport of the
school,d . i |
» A -bhrea«-monfzh term, 'bzmghb by Miss Jennie Hodgson, the first |
sohool in the coun‘by, star‘bed Jamzary 15, 1872. It attained a maximum
enrolment of 25 pupils. The salary received by the teacher was §20,00
per month; Wi.‘ch house rent frea. Later 't:his subsceription school wes
_ '&aught in one cf the f:b:'s*b i:welve houses buili: :ln Hubchinson, a wooden
f struotum, pu'b up for a meat shop. It he.d not bean completed when .it
‘was 1es.sed for school purposes. I’c wag a. cold winter and the pupils
and teacher exper:l.enced much di.fficulty in keepmg wa:m. Indications
are that i:here was anoi:her torm of subscripbion echool taug}rb with
}&rs. Sanford I&aulsberry in charge. In ‘bhe fail af 18?2, District Nume
‘ber One was crganized wi'th J. T. Lane s 'baacher the first six weeks
and Mr. J. Re Lin&sey as teachar the remainder of 'bha £‘our end one=
kha.lf mon‘bhs. At thai: ‘bims Huf;chmson embraced & small tov'n site with
nu def.‘inibe border dravwm, and street-croasings marke& off with tuffarlo
bones. Distric'b Funber One apparently included everybhi.ng in the |
county at ﬁrst. The school ‘i:erml glesed -.!.;1 1873 with an enrolment of
wppes L
o On Jule 10, 18'?3, bonés to the amomt of $15,0DO.€)O were voted
for a sehool “mx.’xlaing in Bu"cchinson. Buring ‘cha first yea.r only two
| of the i‘our roams were i‘inished. I-b was a splendid brick structure o
' whieh was comple‘bed in 1874. That yea.r closed with an enrolment oi‘ 128
pupila. In 1875 bhe upstaire rooms were ocoupied but the 'building was
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inadequate %o accomodéie the ever inoreasing number of students,
Othez* &istricts were soon 0rgan1zad prin cipa.lly north of the Arken=
sas River. In March 1875, Disbrict Number Two 5.asued bonda to the
amount ci’ 81, 000.00 end a school house wa.s soon built. But south |
| of the rivar,, pistrict Number Seventeen organized ond isswed bonds
to the emount of $800,00, ey rf, 18473’,2

Table I, Tax L’evm Boh&é Issued, Expenditure of Schools, Valuation
o - of School Property During the Years 1872 to 1928

Bonds  Tax Expenditure.  Valwation  Valuwation

Years dissued “levy = for of school of
> Schools property county
872 00 - 00 400 »00
1876 . 121,893, 76,853,
1888 26,140, 13, 117,470.56 192,025, '
1898 T 13, - 104,004, 69 225,000,
1808 25,500, . 15,8 = 197,142.85 322,885, ‘
1918 164 545,240,429 1,469,600. ,
1928 ; 13843  1,100,190,66 2,600,094. . 99,256,280,

With the inecrease of population in the county there was an
increase of property wvaluation due to f:he productivencss of the soil
and %o the discovery of minerals which mado Reno comnty ome of the
trade centers in the state, With the increase of wealth there was an
increase in tex revenues end séhool expenditures, In 1873 bonds were
issued to the total emownt of $31,200,00, and school property was vale
ued to the amownt of §14,560,00,8-9 The records show that st no time
has there been a drop in property valuation or tax levy during the



period 1872 = 1928 years,

Teble II, Number of ko'rge.rﬂ.zea Dis*bricts; School Census, Enrolment,
end the Number o»fHPup‘ils Per Teacher

‘Disty,  Cemsus  No, of Enrol« Pupils per

Years  orge 6 to 21 teachers ment teacher
1872 0 187 1. 1 1,
1873 4 €85- 12 S 149 12.4
1874 63 1,514 - 34 1,300 38.2
1878 93 3,682 . 2,923 ‘
1888 1456 8,918 - 185 6,847 37,
1898 10 . 9,176 215 75T 31,
1908 160 10,177 - 231 8,147 = 35,4
1918 144 12,101 32 = 9,488 28,3

1928 108 13,378 428 11,576 27,3

 During the years 1873 to 1878 ninety-three school districts
were org&ﬁized.;a ,Schddljenrdlmenvt increased ammzingly fron one pﬁpi.l
in 1872 ‘o 1,300 pupils in the spring of 1874,2 According to the cen=-
sus taken e;oéry ton yeers up to 1928 there have 'beén' n0 drops in the

| sdhdqi popuiétidq in Reno county,
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Toble III, Grade and High School Enrolment, Number of Teachors,
Number of Pupils Per Teachor in Bight Leading Cities

in Kansas
Citles 1888 1898 1908 1918 1928
ATCHISON : ‘
enrolment = 2,123 © 2,203 . 1,882 2,162 - 2,292
No. of teachers 40 | 43 43 69 72
Nos pupils per teacher. 53 51 . 44 31 32
COFFEYVILLE = s - |
~ enrolment - 620 1,10 3,078 3,439 3,921
o, of teachers 8 13 61 88 109
Ne, pupils per teacher 78 91 51 32 27
LAYRENCE | :
enrolment 2,261 2,409 2,446 2 2577 2 ,118
Ho, of teoachers 3 - . 50 60 86 98
No, pupils per teacher 66 70 40 28 31
| LEAVEIVORTH " | N -
enrolment . . 35,46l 3,537 2,923 2,811 2,721
llo, of teachors. 57 64 70 95 92
Nos pupils per toacher 81 . 56 42 30 30
- HUTCHINSON | ; SRR I
= enrolmont 1,462 2,114 2,650 4,327 6,288
Yo, of teachers 21 41 - 85 118 166
Wo, pupils per teacher 69 51 48 37 37
KANSES CITY | |
enrolment 4,139 8,218 10,836 15,648 23,877
No, of teachers. - 69 141 248 420 598
- No. pupils'per teacher - 60 58 47 37 - 40
TOPELA o .
enrolment 5,618 6,712 © 7,090 7,633 12,073
No. of teachers =~ = 90 116 -~ 209 247 354
No. pupils per teacher 60 - 57 . 82 % @ 34
WICHITA o : ,
enrolment . 4,636 4,356 .6,699 . 11,097 20,469
o, of teachers 67 86 152 . 311 551

Nos, pupils per teacher 69 50 59 38 37
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Hutohiﬁkson as the léa&ing center of culture 'and education
| in Reﬁ{? c‘vpu’nj;y :;oinpé.rés. Weli wi{':h. ﬁﬁe\leading cities of f.he afaﬁc@ of
” Eensas in improvement of its educational facilitics, With the in-
‘creé«e' ’of séh601 enml:ée:ﬁ; thero has been an inorease in the mumbor
of boa.chem employed. 'i‘he enro]snénf per teakcher in‘H.utehinson was
‘mrge during the earlier years bub greduelly decreased from more than
60 pupils par teacher in 1888 to 30 pupils per teacher in 1928. This
indica{:es that more &ttentmn has been g;i:ven to the improvemant of
'beac}nng. | ;
EIII@ The La{:er be%elﬁ;;menﬁ gfvSehq'ols

1, The Consolidation of Schools o

| xnstcad of ormfmizmg more distrio’c.s ‘che idea was later urgod
'l:ha'b be‘bter 'ceachers end better schools would be obtained by cambining
sevoral echool disi:r:.cts;k I.L. Dayhoff dovnty superinten&onb in 1897
'bo 1902 was nost insisten‘b on i:his fea-hure of school district forma~
ﬁion. He ua.n'&ed *t:o carry out th:r.u i.dea. but was a.i‘ra:.d *&o leave the mate
'ber ‘ao 'bhe distr:.cts vhich wore afi‘ec‘aed. - To gain his po:v.nt, he induced
the members of the Leg:v.slature from Rono c-oﬁn‘ﬁ} %0 ”gei; a bill 'hhrough
the Legislature cmbining; Dis'l;ricts Ifum‘oer Four, Th:.rty-»l?ive, One Hune
l dred Eigh‘b and One Hundred Thirty»ﬁme. By this act tho i‘our di.s‘cric{:s
were rerged into a new one, called, gnion D:.str:.ct mmber One Hundred
| “Thirty-mne" s AL the same i:ime and by the same sct Dis‘eri.cts Nine,
| %enty-mvo and one Hundred Fif‘i:y were corzbined 'bo form Union District
| One Hundred mfey. considerable trouble resulted frem this act but it
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s‘mw‘bammw agmmzzt jtcm’c the pow movo wns a good ono, even thowsh tho
mﬁm& @syzagmi :m a.%aiﬁing % mé ‘qﬁaa%@mm@; The saro mgiclawx'e
passed a hm’w*&i :{wr clloving school districts bo cmb&m, |

' L ﬂrijw%!mo calmnfmry u::.,m scheols mair;yi.n” fron 2 to 9 }
*&aachms hove bcaesa orpenicod ‘ilr: ;;cmq cmky c_._mw o pama.(g@ of thoe
‘ lem. Gemo o2 'Lxmga schools are now loccted in saell 4xng, or ﬁhﬁ.rd
elaas cit 30% one ig o auﬁurban dictrict of !mﬁalﬁnsm. The Hokoroon
- sehool has mcx'gaa into & cocond c'lansr city zsc}mbl and futehinsen ﬁ.ﬁtq
o fms‘a claos elby., Thero are soven Gchools having tvo toaclors ome

ployed, 7

Consez,ic’éaﬁe& Elemnmry Schools in Reno County

2 teachorg 3 teachers § toeochers 6 toochers .7 toackors
Mitehel Unlon Five Arlingbon - Turon .. S8ylvia
NHorth Rono Costloton  Duhlor South-Hutchingen

. {beo Partridge  Havon | o :
Lincoln ~ Iiodora Longdon : '
Procpority Plovno FProtty Proiric (9 'bee.chnra

- Rarnony Ab‘byvilio S ﬁicmrson)
Imthern ~ £¥, Josophs | : A .

fiel lorson cxploys 9 ﬁcﬂe}mvs. The h* gh school %6 o cmrmi%y achsol
Cand ic m& mqer ‘i;he GCJ@BW&Q&OE] of tho c’mn{:y 5: mers.m:cmkm{:. ’Elze
pmmss of co;‘sol‘lmﬁim deercased the nwber of rm*c.l éﬁai:rﬁ.ct Bc*mola
80 *-?n cml; 1053 toachors wore emnioy@é in %m omwcﬁn {;eﬂ,eher aoiwcls
in ‘L}w JO»M 3.%0, ao conﬁmsf;sc} with 15? sue}: w“cimrs fonty yo%ra ag*o.
Primi;pala aro imluéed in deachors listod abumq,

A step xarhi.cziz Voo in%enéﬂd w0 dmprovo eonﬁi‘tﬁans in tho rurnl

olcmontory sohools was tho &awlopmenﬁ of"stondard 8Schools®, Tho
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definite requirements for maliing a school ctandard ares an u&m of
land, o woll built sehool house with a vontilated heating syctom, satw
iamctory lighting swﬁamg adjusteblo window shados, adjustablo soats,
sanitary wotor faeilitics, oloan ond veoll kept currowndings and oute
houses, & 1ibrary with suitablo bodke for all grades, a glove, and
TADEs Tmiqualiﬁ@tiana réquiz-oa qf teachors arey  a socond grado
counby copbificate and toaching exporlonco, & Normal Treining cortifie
gato, or ctate cortificate, The yord must bo beautifiod with shrube:
bory and broes

in tho yoor 1918 thero wore 48 etandard echools in Rono county |
which made ié. rank £irot in this rospect emong coumtlos of tho state,
Brmm counby renkod noxt with 83, and MePhorson ranked #hix*d with 25
standard ao}wols; "tho progross thet is being mado in Rono county in
devoloping o mmible system of education,” says @avwimor Arthar Cape
por, '53.3 a mahﬁmncauﬁ-&gmg itom in tho grovth of school wark in Hone
gas, I vmtaheri tho movement with much interest, The groot inereuse
of the mmber of standard schools 15 ospecinlly gratifyings This ime
dicatos that tho guipmont which 48 bolng provided is such that ouch -
bottor educational worlt ean be dono thon was possible 'mvez-ai yoars 050
A percen intorested in the welfars of boys cnd girls aén pot much ploase
ure from traveling over Renc; county and scoing tho largo mumbor of exe
collont rural cohool bulldings, Tho old &ypo of Wdlding i repidly
éiea.ppearing nevor to roturn,"d | |

24 'i‘hsza Grgmizatzﬁ.cn of Rurel mgh Sehools
The noxt step in tha éﬁwlopment of *E:ha ‘gohools in Rono daun‘ay
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was the organization of rural high achools. The sentiment or demand
that the children of rural schools might enjoy snﬁ:atahtially the seme
educat:.onal fac:.lﬁ;ws as are engoyed by cﬁ;y children did not or:lg-
inate wi%:h teachers oi‘ {;he county but with the Gz'ange. "'he Grange is
an org;amzation eamposed eni:irely of zarmers. '“he poople were of the

| opi.m.on thai; the most economical way i.o euuca'be boys and g,irls of the
farm was {:o nrmg the school %o the smdents, rather tha.n sond the stu-
dent o al echocl avm.y fr«m hom.z Parents x,am,ed their childron under
'bhair .’mm»ecimte inf‘luence during tholr early adolescent yoars which

| necesmta‘ced %:he establisiment of insti’cutlons nearer home.

Preceding “the advent oi' the rural h1gh school sevoral high.
schools outsmde of Hui:chinson had boen storted in tho county. In the
year 1909 'hhere were wganized two schools cach offering one year of
hi@h school v:ork. In 1915 five high schools were organized which ofw-
fered' the four yeor course, émi three o;i;hers '»vhieh offered less then
four yoars of work, 13 ‘These schools offered the reguler &cademic sub~
aects » including German and I‘rench, domegtio science, ma.nual training,
:comrercml subjects, o.nd art:.z n 1918 the city of }mtchinson cone
tained ebout ona»hali’ the po;mlai;ion of ‘che coun‘cy hu‘h the number of
young people e.{:tendlng, hig;h school from tha mral areas exceeded that
of the c:u:y by srb least 100 pupi 18.-. ;lu.s indicates ‘chn:b educat:.on was -
availa’nle %o tho ruml as to the city chndren.ﬁ

At preseni; therc are eleven organized rural high schools in
the covmty offering a four yoar course with a teaching stai‘ﬁ‘ of from

three to six mem’bers, prineipals inoluded, and one community high school
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wi{,h nire i;eachers, principe.l e oluded. ‘ Govemor Arthur Capper of-
femﬂ (taken from 01& Trail and chw, page 45) the following statements
e "Dfﬂo:.ent rural high schools nre prov:i&ed
for continuing the %raining of the students after
thoy leave the gradcas s tho parents have taken a groot
intorest in the work of rural high schools which
means continved support and growth in the next few
years, Ve are.cntering an era of educational dovel-
opment end Reno c¢ounpy folks should have pride in the
‘big part they nre 'bal.:mf* in blazing the trail for the
- movenent,"
O*cher Educameml Inwrescs
Eauca\,wn in Rono coun{;y has roceived a liberal support from
the people. l**hzrbever means were obtainable for the purpose of furthor-
ing educational interests they were zealously applied, To Superin-
tendent Payne is oz‘édi{: due for the introduction of the clq,‘s‘sifica.‘tion‘
regisﬁer, In 18385 he succeeded in §1acing ‘r"elchcé‘ Rebietér- into each
. 6chool room of {:ha coun't.y rh:wh mrhs the begiming of 2 more accurate
and complete record for the schools in the couni:y.
’ Glosely :E‘ollmfmg *I:he mtx'oducta.on of the mgisﬁer wag {;he
adoption of *110 unii‘orm SOX‘iGu of i;em: beoks i’or 'bhe schools of the
eounty, c:ouni;y un:.i‘omity was adopted in 1889 during Mr. Whitets pe-
sz.iéd as county supermtenden{: | |
In tha Surmer of‘ 1892 Supermtenéent Hi1l prepa.red a thiri:y-r
“t;wo pag;c nanual and cowrse of study i‘or the covni:y schools. One of -
-thesc ma.nuals vas p;iven to each taacher, one to each dis{;rict offa.cer ‘
:m the county. a.nd an addn.‘t.a.onal ceny was place& :m each school ramn .

for the use 'by pumils‘ _
A Homal Institute for school teachors was firs-t: helcl in the
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sumeor of 1877, Beginning'.}uly 16, & cession of four vieeks was do-
%c‘ced!tc; "our Educational Problém‘;‘ The enrolment was 60, The
Iargesﬁ institute enrolmm, wes : 261 in 1890, ‘Those institutes, no
doub‘b, were an inéucemn‘b i‘ox' rural teachers to become better que.li-
fied izz thodr work; | In employing teachers, es a rule, those were
given the praference vho had attendod -bhe institute, And toachers
not atiending :.n.aﬁitute or other associa-&iona sometimes fell behind
and dropnad oub oi‘ school work.l. |

Other &evices i’or i:he PUrpPoOse o:E‘ mcreasing professn.oml in-
'I:erast were the znon‘bhly tena chers! assooiatlon meetings f‘rom Sepﬁam‘ber
to April ‘mclusivm In addition to those ree{::m 58 {;m"n.,hip asgocian
%mns unler the ne.me,"educata.onal meumga" viere orgam.zcd in which
‘“beachers, pa’crons, and pupn.ls participated. The I}eno County. Teachersi
Association now meets mice a year and the Sﬁate ;‘eacﬁers* A'ssocie.*éign :

o in two years in ﬁntchmnson.

é, The Crmth of PI‘OfCSu:LOZ’Ml Im,erest

) - I?os'b of tho early taacher ho came fz‘om the Fast had good
: educatiom.l tm:.nirg “nd. e.de themuelvos feH: during the early yoars

in Reno douni:y One oz f;he @ mll knoim pioneer teachers was Miss -

¥ Char“tot’ce ua.mple, & ‘i:cachex' from Ohxo. She taughx: her firet school in |
: Reno cmm‘by lh z;c, sod housge at L’edora, six do.ys in a .few‘i_, at a salary

- of §25, 00 por xnon‘hh, ~hcol Was o new thhg in those days, and children |

gatlwred at Lhis""eat of learnmg" fron miles around.5 A 1arg;e nmnber

of the earlies{: setulers in Reno aounty were retwned soldiers from i:he B

Tt



Civil war, who finding home com&itions uneatisfactory, wore lurod
r:es'l: by a spirit of lndtpendonce or adventure to the free honastaad
lgnds. ;&:xmy semled i.n this cmnty bringing their wives and children
with them,™ The mothers who had beon in the scnool rooms in the Hast.
foit hi’u" 1y pui; 'bheir he.nde to the w hcels of educwb:.on in the new homo=-
1ana,2 | |

Andthgr so‘urcé of SGe\éring 'beacheré was "chrough *t;he county

' e*ramina'bions offered %o studenﬁs fini‘»'hing the elementary grades. At
tha-b ‘cime the majority of '&he common school graduates vere able to ob=
‘!:ain Y *hhﬁ.rd grade county '!:eaoher‘s certificato,! In 1892 there were
a toﬁal of 238 s*‘sudeni:u who had received such certifioa‘hion.

Hethods of securing certificates changed m.th improvements in
teaching,. Ac\d‘ordingly, teachers with a higher grade of certificate
recelived préi’erenée. Later the ccuﬁﬁy grade cc?z'{:i'.ficétes v:ére replaced
by normal training certiﬁcahes,ﬁﬁdcb in turn were diéplaced by corti-
ficates requiring from 30 'bo 60 hours college orcd:.t. 0f the 108 teech-
ers employed in the one-room rural school of Reno county during the year
1950 nearly one—chzrél haa certlflcates based upon college credit wh:le
one-nalf of the 80 teachers employed in the two or more teacher schocls

held similar certiflcdtesf
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Taﬁle_;v; ‘eacher Certification in Reno County Rural Schools
-1930-1931

Elementory Schools

Certificate One-room 1Two or more High Total
A ’ teacher school

Life = 120 hrs, 0 0

Syrlife © u 0 0

Life 60 hrs, 12 14 26

3 yry Life ™ @ 0 2 2

3 yr, State * " 23 22 45

3 yr, Ele, 30 hrs, 2 0 2
Hu‘T; 37 8 . . 45 .
PgﬁsTa 3 . 10 13
First Grade 16 .15 e 38
Second Grads 15 3 ; 18
State Ele, 0 -3 b3
City 0 1 1

Degree : V o
M.Ae Or HM,S, 0 0 ) 3 3

Total 108 80 &0 248
" A1l principals included
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Table V. Teschor Certification in Hutchinson Schools 1950=1931

gertificotion Ele, grades Jr, He Sre He Total
tige - = 60 s, 41 41
3 yr, State €0 hrs, 1 1
3 yr Ble. 30 hrs,. 0 o
3 yr. Ron, ~ 7 7
I‘Ja T. . 1 1
P.U.T, B 6
Pirst grade 1 1
City 13 13
- Pormanent 13 5 3 21
~ State 4 7
~ Degreo ,
A.B. or B,5,. i2 38 25 75
A, or 1,5, - 0 B 2 17

Total 101 48 4w 189
All principals included. ‘
: Superintendents not included,
These éata.mv;a been socured through the courtesy of the Sue
perintendent of the Hutchinson City Schools, Tho apecial teachers and

the toachers of the junior collége are not included,
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Teble VI, ,Instiw'biops Frem Which Teachers Degrees Are Received

STR IR City of Bubtchinson , R
Insti'butians 5 A E,lb ) N ,HQ srq HQ Rq Hq‘ TOtal

Kansas . :
State Schools
" Emporia
Hays
Kansas U,
. K.8,4,C,
Pittsburg

19

20
17

O OwN D
IO D
3O,
momEuowm

Denomination-
al Colleges
- Baker U, ' . 1

Bethany B
Bothel

Friends :
MePherson 2
ottawe U,

South Western

Ks, Wesleyan
Sterling -

Tabor : :
Wichita Us i
Washburn :

- .
MM ORN®

DO b b J2 2O O
CA
bt DO ot D0 B0 ~J - ~3 G OT 7 09,
b

St CA b DO O

Other States : ‘
Chicago : 1l
Colorado U, 2 o
bury .

- Greeley TeCe 1 2

- Gunnison T.Ce 1
 Iowma Us R |
‘HeEven e ’

. Michigan _ 1l ,
Northwestorn ' 1

. Qklahoma Us o1 SRS
Purdwe , ;

- Fhillips U. 1 B

" Wisconsin- ‘ : 1

Columbia U, 1

T TR T 5
et ot ot DO I WSS DO 2 DO et A B DD B

8

Total 12 43. 37 152
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Table 4VII.W'. ‘A Summery of Degree Held .and Institutions From Which

Degroes Were Received by Teachers Employed in Reno
County Schools, 1930 to 1931

Séhoél ﬁeno}ninc Kansask Other .No. with No. with Total
‘ atlional State States no Degree Degree :
- Rural

. Elementary - v , L L : Lo
One=room -0 o .0 108 0 108
Two or more e , o V : ;

| teachers T 0 o 2 80

High school 3% 19 6 0 60 60

City ist class | . o ,

- Ble, grades 2 8 2 89 12 101
Jre High 8 2T 8 5 43 48
Sr. High 8 - 26 3 5 37 . 40

~ Total. 54 81 -~ i9 283 154 - 437

 0f the 283 teachers with no degreé,' 115 héva & ceftiﬁcate
based upon 60 hours college training and 2 have 30 hours of college
credi‘&; The total number of teachers ‘having less than 30 hour& af
college woric is 166 which is 38 per cent of the teachers employed in
Reno county. Some of these 166 teach@ra nay heve ths minixmm number
. of hours _n college vmrk as required for ma.king a certii’iaate pernan-
. ent bu't: the author ks no information on this, 7“18 ‘

If the effieiency of the school is measured by the inétx‘ucé

'cors' {;eaching eﬁ‘ic:nency, then it is important that only highly
qualifioﬁ teachers should be employed, Other things being equal, bot-

tor ‘teachers should receive better salariess In Reno county f;eac'hersr
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saleries have kopt bace with prggmaé and proaperity of the comty, .
The first toschers in the early yoars, 1672 to 1874, rocoived o scalw |
ary of $25,00 por month, In 1882 thorc wore 116 tcachers employod in
the counby with 'em' average salary of §35,00 per month for mon, and

$20,44 for 'wméx;.ﬁ inter solarios have showm aon’&inued imewanes.

Tablo VIEl. Avorage 3&1m~y of mmhers in Dural anﬁ in t:ity Sshaola

simxe 1908

- 1908 T T R 1928

~ 8chool rom  Womom  iom  Vomon  Iom Viemen
" grados 856,70 40,70 72,00 66,00 105,00 92,00
High Schools 67,00 ‘52.133 107,00 86,79 153,00 140,00 ‘
oty e |

grades - 59,92 50,00 96,00 79,00 165,00 147,00
e High . : ' : 187,00 173,00

Bry Bigh. 79,50 65,60 127,00 100,00 269,00 212,00

——

. The tz_;alp;:ienwzy grodes 61’ ghe .cm-rém and the two or more
foachor sché@ls have nob i:een considorod in Table VY a8 sgapamte data
for somo yoors are not evollables Tho salardos as otated are on an

é menth basds for rural grados, on 9 months for rwral high schools, and
on 10 month basis for city olementary and high schools,
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?a.'ble IX'; Avamge Salary of "‘eachers i.n Reno County Schools during

1950 to 1931
S  ¥en - Vomon
School ~ Noy  Salery  No, Salary  Average
Rural ‘ L YU |
One=room 4 3112,50 -104¢  $104,.82 3108 66 (8 mo.)~
T¥yo or More . - SRR ‘ S
Tanchors 6 110,56 . 6¢ - 107,82 109 19 (9 mo,)

High School 14 182,74 '-35 148,74 165,74 (30 mo.)

ity 2nd Class SRR ) S
«00 9  1oi.20 101,20 (10 mo,)

Q .

Grades )
High School 8 186,67 7 182,60, 184,58 wow
city 1lst Class Cea T |
grades 0. +00 101 153,90 153,90 (10 mo,)
Jre High -+ ©.. 186,10 35. 163,72 174,91 wo.w

8r, High = 18 236,20 17 - 206,26 221,23 won

The average salary per month is nearly $8.00 more f’or men
kK {:he.n for women, in the rural ono~roon schools during the presen’c yoar.
In the rural high schools the aversge salary for mon exceeds $34,00,
| Since there are & very snallnurber of mfi teachers employed in the one-
room sbhools; the g%’e?age selary .of the toachers ;*;.s probably not much
above the averagé salarireé of teachors in similur schools of dther
“coun‘i:ieé. In the rural high Schobls nearly 30 per cent of the téach-y .
ers are men, In the jﬁnior high schooi of Hutchinson neariy 20 per
cent are men teachers as contrasted with 43 per cent men teachers in
the senior high school,1®  The principals of grades and high. schools
are‘ not inciude& in the rural high, and all city schools, The supor-

intendont of the Hutchinsom city schools received an annmuel salary of
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$6500 dur:.ng the year 19o0 to 19.31

: Ano-t:her factor which indicates that school ofi‘mials in Reno
| county haw given attenulon to -beat-.hing efficiency ie the small number
of inexperienced i;eac'ﬁers employed i.n their schools. The number of
sueh teaehers @mployed 1n ths rural schools is g;reater than the- mmuber
of inexperienced 'beaohers employed 1n the oi‘!:y of Hu{:chinson. In the
year' 1918 thera wero 44 :!nexperienoed teachers in i;he rural schools
and 44 employed in the Hutchinson schools or 88 out of the total of
3?3 teaahers employed in bhe county. 0f the 428 teachers employed in
.b 1928, 39 mewperienoed teachera were in the ruml schools and 38 filled
pasii:icns in 'Hwt;c:h.me:cm..M":"5 |

" Since several writers do not agres in their accounts of the

’eé.rly history of Reno couni:y schools it is difficult to determme the .
| definita periods when the early superintendents served their official

'hems.
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Pable x.’ The ci:by and cmmty Superintendents end the Yoeuars They
: ~ Served (As Nearly as can Be Detormined)

Years Hutehinson Nickorson Reno County
1873=74 ¢ Deburn o - Taylor, Flick, Houk
1875-76 .:r. J., McBride, J,R Cambell J.B. Cassedy
1877-78 ( 8,B. Zimmerman B B
1879-80 _ E L, dJowell .J.W, Kanaga
1881-82 G.We Winang JeRs MeGregor E,L, Jewell
188384 - F.F. Prigg E1l{ Payne o0
1885-86 9 e 'A.L. Bode Eli Payne
1887-88 John Sehurr " noon
1889-90 - H,Cs Minnich LA ¢.P, White
189192 R " ~ L,S, Baily Sam W, Hill
1893~54 . @GWe Winans J.H. Jaclson CeP. Davson

© 1895=-96 o " - . n., O A T Lt
1897-98 w0 ? Gende I.L. Dayhoff
189941900 " " , o . woou v
1901"03 » R.Rg Price FeCs Powell " E W
190304 » " We E. Hastings J.H, Jackson
1905=08 - L ML Fehs Mundell* " A4V, Hamilton
190?._08 e ' 1] ' S " n
1909-10 J.0, Hall . oom o S.P, Rowland
191112 n " woon neof o

- 1913-14 -o" " hoon noon
11915«16 " o L
1917-18 woow eoow LI
1919_20 - ' {4 n A : ® 1 | SRR )
192122 e w08 woon
1923»24\ JoW, Cowans -mom LI
192526 " " onon L
1927+28 " b noon Phyllis Obee
1929-30 " n n o W n
1931w f . " n n 0. w

tpri.ncn.pal Nic}ferson COzrnnunity High Schools. ‘
‘ The earlier superintendents were ncb »retained in office for
a Ioﬁg period of ‘hime. mwther ;t:hey le.cke&abili'&y efficiently and
_‘successfully to discharge their duties or whethér Ehe& madé such pro=
fession: a stepping stone towgr:}s,. another goai to be atteined can not

be definitely determined, Later some of these city and county officers
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have been f£illing responsible places elsewhere, 8,B. Zimmerman bew
came a-la:véyar. Sam W, Hill served as United States marshal, E1i
Payne wés professor‘ of mathematics at Emporia, Kansas, State Teach-
ers Collego, which position he held Piftoen years, 1 @,W, Winang and
I.L Dayhoff served as State Superintendent of Public Ins’crucf;ion of
Schools in the yoars 1889 to 1895, and 1903 to 1907 rospectively,

The ﬁrst exammations of pupils in Reno county for comple-
'bion oi‘ 'I;he common school courses were held in the spring of 1887,
:{'he acun'by superin{:endent and his assoclate examiners prepared the
ques-bions. The exa.mina{;ions were held in April, on a day selected,
frhe caunty superintendent appointed examining committees, two teach«
ers on each committee, who conducted these exemmations at the places
designed by them, The cammittees forwarded the papers to be graded
to the superintendent who made an examining board respbnéible for the
grading of the papers, Only 9 pupils rera.ceived a diplome the first
_year but m the year 1892 thers weré 59 students who received diplo-
mas, Upon campletion of suéh & course many students received a teach-
ers certificate of ‘the third grade,l _ o |

In Hutchinson there has been a gradﬁatﬁg class overy year
but one since 1882, There have been hundreds of boys end girls grad- |
 uated from the Reno county elementary and high schosls,® In 1908
there were ’389 graduates of the elementary and high schools in the
whole" county, this numbér was nearly doubled in 1918 (576 gradustes).
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In the year 1928 thore wore 692 grade gr;duates and 462 in the high
schools in the coun‘by; Of the 692 students. 'gxﬁé.duating from theele-
mentary schoois'zoo came fom the cno~roam sohools,J194f£qdﬁ o or
more teacher schools, 298 from elty schools, 0f the 462.graduates
in the high schools 183 came fram the rural, 279 fram first and sec-
ond class city schools, 12~14-16 '

. Rena county has a population of 47,785 and 8 school census
‘of 13,578. Accord;ng to the census talken every ten ysars since 1908
thare has been a steady increase 1n student enrolment and average
dzily a%endanee. The follmving data 'ba.ken from the Twenw-sixth '
Bi-ennial Report of the State Superintendent of Instruction of Kansas

verifies this statement.
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Table XI, census, Enrolment, Attendance of the Rural and the City
: : Schoals, 1n the Ybars 1908 1918 1928

Year  8Schools - Cemsus Enrolment  Average Daily
_ : ' Attendance
Elem, H.Se
1908 Ruyal . . Creaa e R
One-room 4,480 3,442 2 52? 1 0
Cfwo ormoye T R ' e
Teaehers - 1,880 1,419 1,072 0
Cii?y _ - , '
Second elass - 372 : 636 .. 212 265
- FMrst class 3,445 © 2,650 1,890 - 229
Total 10,177 8,147 6,195
1918 Rural y "
One=room 4,202 . 2,70 2,172 0
Two oy more . . ' : o
Teachers 2,049 , 1,923 1,343 279
city : o _ -
Second class 371 453 186 228
. PFirst ecless 5,623 4,372 2,249 518
Totel 12,192 9,488 6,975

1928 Rural '

. One=room 3,578 2,145 1,840 - 0
Two Or more ’ o
Teachers 2,694 2,714 1,642 781

City Lo L
Second class 354 429 174 190
First class 6,752 ' 6,288 3,309 - 1,921

Total ‘ 13,378 11,576 9,857

A greaﬁer a%tendance of pupils then the census mumber indi-
cavea that students aﬁtended fram the aurrounding districts. In the
~7fvyear 1908 attendance at the Commurity High School (a'l: Nickerson)ex»
ceeded the Hntahinsqa high school attendance by 34 students. Reno
county hag no rural high school until aftgr 1918, . By the year 1928
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the attendance of 781 students in rural high schools wés 163 more than

the attendance in the community high school.

Therc was a time when schools were over crowded and teach~
ers had the responsibility of from £ifty to sixty students in one room
as illustrated in Table I. This situation has changed. Teachers today

have at the most 37 and often less than 20 pupils in their class rqoms.15

“Table XII._ Numbar of Teachers, Average Enrolment, Average Attendance,

1928
; ; T ' ' -
‘School ~ No. of Av. enrolment = Av, attendance Av. weeks
‘ teachers, =  per tacher per teacher per year
Rural Grades Jr.H. Sr.He Grades Jr.H. Sr.He
One=-room 111 19,3 ‘ 16.6 : 32
Two or More 132 26 , 14 22 13 36
Teachers : : '
city | o
Second Class 19 28 - 20.4 22 : 19 36
First Class 166 37 ‘ 30.8 26 32 32 22. 36

' The average attendance of 13 in rural high schools. ean hard-
1y be:dbnsidéred adequate or economical. The author is of the opinion
that ‘there is a need of consolidation of high schoola as elementary

schools are being cousolidated.

There is a countrj wide tendency for rural people to migrate

towarda the city or into smaller towns as indicated by J.E. Butterworth

in his Princigles of Rural School Administration. Reno county is no ex-

ception to this general trend. The writer believes the rural people



‘,either reoognized the fact better educatlonal 0pportunitiae were being
offered in towms and cities or they found that it was more profitable
eoonomically to 1ive,in cities than on the farm. The’data in Table kIA
shOWFevidences of the gradual change. 4Accordingly, in 1908 school cen-
sus in the rural one-room schools wao 4.480 as compared to 3,578 in the
jear 1928, showing‘a differénee of 902, In ihe eity schools of Hutchin-
‘son the cenousiin 1908 was 10,177. in 1928 thero was a census increase

of 3,201, the total census being 13,378,

; Thofe wer§ 266 studonto ffoﬁ Reno county eorolled duiing the
yeaf 1925 1n”collegiate 1nstitutiohs within the states At that time no
other county not having a college within its area had nearly so large a
number of students enrolled in college. In fact there were nine countiea
which had colleges within their borders that had a smaller total of col=
1ege enrolment than . did Reno county. Students from Reno county were en~ .

’rolled in 14 different institutions in the state.19 In 1928 this county
had 241 resident students in the state educaticnal institutions.ao In

1930 the total number of students from Reno county enrolled in collegiate
institutions within the state were 532+ Of these 152 were enrolled in
' state lnstitutions, 105 in private colleges, and 275 in junior colleges.Zl

The junior'college in Hutchinson was opened in 1928.

It is evident that Reno county is a relatively wealthy county
and- very well able to meet any reasonable demand for expenditure in the
‘ interest of better and more extended education. With a ?alue‘of 100 mil~

lion in 1930, this county is one of the wealthiest in the state, At
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least since 1925 its pronerty Valuation has been equaled by only three
other Kansas counties. These counties which have a larger valuation
are: Seﬁgwick with 824 million, Wyandotte 161 million, and Shawnee 135
million dollars. 2‘

B At present the Butchinson school district hes a proparty
-Valuation of $56,666 917 00 and if this amount is equated on the basis
- of the pupils in averaga daily attendance oomparisons can then be made
‘ on that basis wiﬁh other city schools 1n the state. -

Table XIII. city Schools of Kansas Having a Population of 12,000~70,000

in 1931
- Valuation per pupil ~ 3chool tax
- Gltles . : in ave attendance . .- - levies
Topeka $9,734.18 ' - 15,75
Emporia » . B,498.48 . 15,5
Lawrence - 8,417.02 - 7.5
' Hutchinsom . -~ 7,436.,72 o 1945
Leavenworth 6,415,73 : 17.5
Coffeyville =  5,668,31 , - - 19.5

Pittgburg ‘ : - 5,555,156 , 17.5

| The tax 1evy in Hutchinson apparently is high in this com=
‘4parison‘ It ia the same as one other oity but these two cities are the

’ konly ones 1n this list which maintain a junior college.

The average cost per.pupilfper month in avérage daily attend-
ance in the grades, junior high and senior high school as compared with
"~ the average cost of all the Kansaa cities of the first class may be regard~

ed as about the average cost. In 1928 the yearly cost per pupil in
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average daily attendance 1n Hutchinson was 968.50 in elementary grades,
383;00 in junior high, and @106.50 in senior high echoole.15 The ele-
; mentary echool cost-Wae about the average coet ror first class cities
inkthe state; The eity Junior and senior high schools oost each about
eight dollars below the average of similar cities in the etate and about
| ‘eighty-nine dollars below the everage cost of rural high echools.

| Hutchinson has & school bonded indebtednese of 4743, 000.00.23
For the total average daily attendance of 4,932 students, college not 1n~
cluded, the amcunt of indebtedneee per etudent in average attendance is
$150.64 for the year 1930, This is a relatively small amount of 1ndebt-
edness compared to the property valuation of $7 436.72 per student in

"average daily attendance.

The echbolveysfene of Reno connty are operating in 165 build-

‘inge and 483 classirooms. Hutchineon has i? buildings end 174 class rooms.15

the artuation in Hutchinson with reference to echool buildingebend o
'equipment;ﬁ says F.P. OBrien,réie dietinctive among the larger cities of
the state. Five of the city's ten elementary school buildings and four
krnaergarten*ccttageaehave been constructed within the past six years.l9
Both of the Junior high school buildinga, manual training extension to
the eenior ‘high school building, and also the junior cllege have been

conetructed within the last fifteen years,"

Reno county has & Community (County) High School established

at Nibkeiéonfin 1903, which is maintained by county taxation. All students
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f£rom ﬁono ‘oounty have the privilege of attonding this school free of
oll tuition. v "pPrior to tois many ambitioua boys and girls of Reno Coun=
ty were unable to gratify their educational desires simply because fin-
ancial conditions would not warrant their attendance at 1nstitutions
outside tho oounty or at Hutchinson, wher.e a amall tuition was required,
1n addition to the regular living expenses. The Cdunty High 8chool and
Nickerson college (organized in 1898) were conducted practically as one

, school, "33 students ccming from outside of Reno county were subject to
tuition charges.

Since 1911 the Nickeraon COmmunity High School has been a
membef of the North Central Assooiation of colleges and secondary schools.
Later the Partridge High School also bocame a member. This meona that
these schools are recognizéd by the standard colleges of statea in this

| Association, and that their graduates may entor any of these colleges

without exeminations. .



Summary
| In 1872, the county was an experiment, now, a realization;
then it had a few setflers with no finaneisl resources; now it has a
populatioﬁ of 47,785 with a‘wealth of over a hundred million dollaxs,
Early in 1872, there was one pupil in school; tnlEZG’the school attend-
ance was 9,857,

The first educational institution in the county was a sub-
seription school; in 1928 there were 165 schools having .a school property
valuation of $2,600,094.54. That subscription school was taught in a
building designed for a butgher shop while at present the schools of the
county are operating in 165 splendid buiidings with 483 c¢lass rooms.

’ Th? fi:sf teachers received a maximum monthly salary of $25.00
‘as contraated with the‘average salary received by teachers (principal not
‘v;néluded) in-1930 from $108 to $150 in elementary grades, from §140 to
| ézﬁé in high schools, The‘earlyfteachers taught wiihout certificates bﬁt
the‘éffieienoy of the schools now demands adequate preparation and certi-
fication, Nowv93 per cent 6fithe city high school teachers and 100 per
cent of the rural high school teachers have a college degree. R

o | The Reno county high echools‘graduafed 462 students in the
year 1929, The junior éoilege in the county ehrolled 275 students anﬂ
257 students were attending other collegiate institutions in the state‘

Other indications of educational effort and development in
the county may be found in the reduction in numher of small schools by
condolidation, in the establishment qr rural high schools, 1n the bhonded.

1ndébtedness for schools and in the control of school costs,
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