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The Educational Develop..nent of Remo County 

Introduction 

Reno 'ounty is looa.tod in th~ south•cent~o.l. pe.rt of K~1sas. The 

purpose of this study is to present a report of the development ot publio 

schools vrithin Reno ,.:ounty, The study covers a period pf fifty-eight 

yea.rs •. from 1872 to 1930. 

The de.ta. represented in this inven,tiga.tion ha.vo been secured , .. 

through the kindness of the county a.nd oity superintendents of schools 

of Reno eounty., from offi~ia.l school records., bulletins. fino..ne:tal re• 
'-

ports. from the State ~ousa at Topeka• from t~e Bureau of School Servioo 

and Research. University of Kansas. and from historical records. The 

~othod e.mployed ha.a been that of personal investigation, questionnaire• 

and library research.; . The writer spent several months in Reno oounty 

and Topeka in gathering do.ta. ·with 'the heip and cooperation of school of· 

fieials. 



The E~co.tional Development·of Reno County 

I. Tho Developroont of the County. 

Tllo oduon tional history of Reno county boga.:n a..h.110st simul tan• 

oously with the founding of the citYor Hutchinson.l Uutohinson deter-

mined its location boforo the bound..'lry lines were definitely fixed~ 2 
. . . 

Reno county. located in the south-central pa.rt of the Sto.te of I{nnaas* 

had its boundaries temporarily.fixed by tho legislat-ure of 1868. It 

-vra.s named in honor of Gene,1:nl J, Reno, who· wo.s killed at tho battle or 
Gettysburg. The torri tory which oom.pdsed t~1is county was not sett led · 

.until threo years .later., the first settlers wore not even within the 
' 

confine~ of the county at that time.3 In 1871 this county which had 

the required 000 inhnbito.nts, a necessary number to entitle a. county 

to obtain its self goverrnnent., received an order is.sued by Governor Har-

vey for the organization of the county.2 
. ' 

Most of the ea~ly se~tlers came from Ohio, Illinois, and Indiana.,. 

a, fovr from the South. They wore a ~ttu"dy type ~f people t1illing to do.re 

and do. All strugr;led in poverty. In those days eggs wore considered a. 
' 

luxury, and wero suvod for the sick. Ono woman later admitted that 'she 

was tempted to p1ay sick so as to partake of that coveted l~":ury.. Milk: 

wna not used, as_the one aristocrut~e catt in, the city ~f nutchinson sup-

plied the v,hole town, but even ~en she was dry six months 0£ tho year. 
I, .l '· ·~ - ' • • ' 

There was little if a.ey- social differon~e ·or· distinction petween the in.-

ho.bi tnnta of the city and those of the farm· 4is triots .11 
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The city of Hutchinson grow· up almost in a night. In ·June 1872 

c. c. Hutchinson ma.de a contract with the directors or the Santa l?e Rail-
. . . 

road at their annual meeting in Topeka to build a tovm o.t the point ·whe1--e 

the railroad would cross the Little Ark--anso.s River, and August 15• 1872 

Hutohinsonwas incorporated as a city of the third elass.2 Ten years la-

ter the city• a inho.bite.nts numbered over 2.000, and in 1886 the city wo.s 

incorporated a.a second class in rank• in 1911 it became a city of the 

first class by virtue of having a. population of more than is.ooo.1 Now 

its population is.more tha.n 47.ooo. 
The rapid gro:1th of the city has ,been -due to·tho rnpid ~ottle• 

ment in the county, also to tho growth of industries, such as salt plants, 

strawboard manufacturing, creamery products, milling, and packing. " These 

products havo been produeod on.a large scale and their sources are seem-
. . 

ingly inexhaustible. 4 Reno· is at the outlet of a great wheat and corn 

grmn.ng district which plo.oes her in front rank among the counties of the 

state ·1n this rospoct. The value of the farm products run £ran $6,0001000 

to $8, 600, 000 annually. When this weal th is n dde d to the immense income 

from salt, nnd from the commerce which passos_ this we.y the locality appears 

to be an unusually fo._vored .ona.3 

The first boa.rd of county commissioners had its first meeting on 

January 41 1872. Tho ontire county was placed in one . tovmship and was 

given th~ name of Reno. All the townships have since been sliced .from 
. ' ' 

this one. On February s, 1672 • Hutchinson was nade the councy- sent. o.c. 
H\ltohinson after wholl_l the oity is na...,ood• was electod legislative represen• . 



to.tive for the purpose of fixing the. oounty boundat"'Y lines so ,it Yrould 

lessen the danger of another tov;nts being .established nearer the center 

of tha county that would oontost·with.Hutchinsori for the county seat. 

Everything ·r;hich seemod possible was done to construct a. bridge across 

the Arkansas river so o.s to make ·transportation easier t1nd to make 

Hutchinson the .trade center.of the county.2 

Reno. d:>unty.'is divided ,by the Arkansas x-iver and traversed by 

the Littlo Arkansas. and the.:'Ninneocuh rivers• Another feature the.t made 

.tra.noportation dif.fioult \7as .the belt of sand along the river. · These 

topographical feature~ furnished oxcollent surface and subsurface drain~ 

a.go to the.99 por cent of pro.irie land.of.the county. People settled 
.l',l; 

the le.nd, broke up sod6 planted corn, protected themsel~s a.go.inst free-

ra.ngers a.nd buffalo hards• a.nd built houses. · But not until transports.-

. tion across the river v1as possible did the lands beyond it open up. 

During the latter pa.rt ·of the yonr 1872 and the year 1673 that part of 

, the county was settled wry ro.pidly .. 6 

The organiz~tion .of the county and tbe election of its .officers 

were but tho boginnirig of activities both in the tcran and the oount-y. 

There T.t.ero no ronds laid out. no bridges to make traveling poss.ible 
I through the treao,herous· sand along tho river which divided the county., 

·. no scho.ols, and worst ot all no money ,to pa.y for all these· things. The 

homestead land yielded no, taxes and 'was not taxed until proved upon. 

· The fa.ct that it -wa.s exe:mpt. from taxes until the title passed from the 

gqvernment to the individual was an inducement to the early settler_ to 
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put off "pro-ving up". on his clo.im o.s long a.s possible. There ns very 

little porsonal property and f'ew persons besides the tre.rcho.nts had por-

. sonal property above what was covered by the $200,00 exemption for the 

head of ea.oh fnmily.2 

Proporty vms valued for to.xa.tion at from one-fourth to one-sixth 

of its rea.l value. Consequently the burden of the taxes fell on the set-

tlers who had bought railroad land and upon the railroad itself which wns 

built in the county. 'These two classes f'urniohed what money vront int,o 

the county treasury. In 1872 t~ere wore 14 personal to.x payers on the 

tax l"oll, and the total tllnount they pa.id in taxation was $14.2µ. The on-

ly method of provi.ding .finances' for the, necessities of county administra.• 

tion and improvemant was to'. issue bonds• ·• Bonds. were .issued for. $351000 

£oP bridges. $15;000 for schools, .and $5.000 for interest on bonds. · A 

decided interest was taken in school aff'e.irs by the people- but ns the 

coUnty had been settled by poor emigrants, they were e.f1;a.id to ta.l.-e any 

steps tvhioh would lead to increase of to.xo.tion in those enrly days •. 8 

lI. The Early Development of the Schools 

It is impossible to write a. complete history of Reno :'ounty 

schools, The records are in suoh a condition that not a.11 of the infonn.• 

a.tion necessary can be obtained. The State Superintendent of Public In-

struction does not have adequate records of the schools of this county. 

The county superintendent•s office of this county has no records of: the 

first throe coun;ty. superintendent!I• administrative terms. It~is only re-. . . ,,, 

oently tha.t such informs.tion ha.s peen supplied in part from other records 
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nnd from the journ~ls of· the county commissioners, It is reca.llod by 

·some of the old settlers that so little oons:1.dera~ion was given this 

· office that ten yea.rs after. the 01•gar1iza.tion of the , county, the o·:mnty. ;' ·~ :' 

:superintendent of. that ,day kept all .,records in a eunny sn.ok. and pitohod 

that so.ck i~· a corne~, of a coal shed,, ;The Superintendent vm.s, in ·trui 

ha.bit of ·hitting from.' o!'fioe o.nd ,spending his leisure time in the coal 

shed playing chess •. Persons c1esiring o.n interview· with the county su-
perintendent concerning school matters hunted up his "hideout" and the 

gunny so.ck • 

. From all indleations, it seems~ .that those who had charge of 

the countyts educational affairs divided pa.rt,of' the county into spaces 

or s·hretches that Yfould afterwards be settled up and school distr5.ets 

were. infon.nally organized.,; ; The· statutes,, provide that a pot~tion £ram. 

the patrons of the proposed school district be submitted to the o,:,~ty 

superintendent., who, on hearing the ·petition- may lay out and orgnnize 

the district. The present district boundaries havo bean whittled and 

cut to meat the ~and of the patrons. . The neo.rost approach to · a rec-

ord of the dnte of whittling some of the dis.trieta is the date of the 

first issue of.bonds.2 

At the first county election., held l!a.roh 2, 1872, W~ E. Hutch• 

inson was elected county superintendent" but resigned in July. -D. lI, 

Hunt held the office until August. Alexn.nder · Lyn.oh succeeded for the 

remainder, of the year.; Taylor Flick entered upon these duties on Jen-

ua.ry l, 1873. During his period in that office• a la.rge portion of that · 



eotmty wns divided ,into scl1ool, districts. His labor deserves credit•· 

but his records deserve. censure.. . J. P. Cassady next fillod the office 

of superintondent, from 1874 to 1876 and wa.s folloued by Ko.naga and 

E. L. Lowis. 

There a1"e evidences that the oduoa.tiono.l development kept good 

pace with the progress nnd prosperity of the county. 6 At the commence-

li'l:~nt of the school yen.r 1873, there were but .five organized districts in 

Reno eounty. and at the close of that yen.r there we1 ... e forty-one. The 

first. school house· in the county was erected early in the spring, in the 

:fo.11 there wero sixteen f1--93n.e buildings completed while five others were 

in process of construction. The latter included. at that time, the mag-

nifioent brick and stone school building in the city of Hutchinson. It 

was ready for occupanoy in September 1874. There·vrero no.organized 

schools taught prior to September l, 1872. In 1873 elewn organized 
' . 

schools vroro reported having ~en ta.ug;ht during the year. with nn a.voro.t;e 

term of s.5 months.9 Indications a.re that people \'lore not able. to sup-

port a winter term of school after th.a crop failure in the summer of 1874 

but the poriod lost ,vas later ma.de up in the sunur.e1•._ The educational 
). 

outlook. considering o.11 handicaps, certainly was encouraging. The num• 

ber of school houses built during the first tvro yea.rs sufficiently at-

tested the general ·~tereat i~ dducation~lO 

The people ot Rono _County deserve honorable mention tor tho way 

they faced and overcame disappointments a.nd adversities during the early 

pioneer days and .throughout the suoaeeding yea.rs. Many schools had their 

start in private homes_. Some districts lost their school buildings through 
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fiieand. storm. Most of the. early school buil.dings were. frmne struc.;. 
tures. One., the first school of Medora. was a. sod.house which form.orly 

· belonged to a large cattle man of that time. It ia. related that Urs~ 

Sample» the teacher., went from house to house., soliciting snn.11 

amounts. from those able and willing to contribute, in an effort to 

raise :money. to buy a. dictionary. Finally the coveted book was ob-

tained, only to be stolen a short time after its purchase.6 There 

were no blackboards• few books, and very meager' apparatus. In spiw 

of these ineonV"eniencea the county superintendent of 1874 reports 

that the count:, districts generally had good school houses• ·Some of 

these districts perhaps had gone in debt too far and found the debts 

rather burdensom.e.4 

No sooner · had the people settled than they looked for eduoa.• 

tional pri Vilegas• Early in 1$72 District ;No. l was organized to em.-

bra.ca Hutohihson and. v.1.oinity.5 Prior t~ this organization a sohool 

had. been opened.under the management of :Mia~ Jennie Hodgson (whose_ 

portrait appe~s in the gallery of pioneer workers) and.for sane t~a 

her school consisted ot one pupil, Olive :Miller.2 Rooms were used 

v1herever tliey could be found, locations being shifted as buildings thus 

occupied might be. needed. tor some· other purposes, At that thre there 

were no appropriations for schools. There ns little property on which 

to levy taxes and it required nearly a year to levy and collect these 

taxes. A "select school" or subscription school was started. All of 

the children or the community wel;"e ·urged to attend the school -al though 



the pa.rents ot ·s~e did not contribute towards the support of the 

school.l 

A tbree-month term, taught by Miss Jennie Hodgson- the tirst . . 

school in the county, started January 15, 1872. It e.tta.:lnad a maximum 

enrolment ot 25 pupils. T~ salary received by the tea~her was $20.00 

per month. viith house ren'b tree. Later this subscription school was 

taught in one of the f~st twelve houses built in Hutchinson,. a wooden 

stru.o'l;urei put up for a. meat shop. It had not b~en completed when it 

was leased for school purposes. It was a cold wmter and the pupils 
' ' ' ' . ' . ~ : ' 

a~d teaeb3r experienced much difficulty in .keeping warm. 6 Ind1oa. tions 

are that.there was another term of ~bsoription sohoo1 ·taug_ht with 

Mrs~ ~a.nford Maulsberry in oha.rge. In ~ f4ll of 1872 • District Num• 

ber One was_ organized with J. !. Lane as teacher the first six weeks 
,_, \ 

and ur. J 0 Re Lindsey as teacher the remainder of the four and one• : ' . - . ,. . 

halt months. At that time Butohinson embraced a small t~m site with 

np definite border drawn., e.np. street-crps~ings marked off with but.inlo 

bpnes. District Nwnber ·one apparently inoluded everything in the 

county at first. The sohool term closed in 1873 with a.n enrolment of 

so pupils.a 
I 

on J,ule ·10. ~8~3; bon~s to ~~ .amount of $15.ooo.oo ~ro voted 

for a school building in Hutchinson •. DUring the :first year only two 
l I , ' • • !.' 1 _:,• T ' 

of the four rooms were finished.. It was a splendid brick. s~oture 

· which was completed in 1874. that year closed vtith an enrolment. of 125 

pupils. ~n 1875 th~ upstd.re rooms were occupied but the bUilding was 



inadequate to aeoomodate the ever increasing number of students, 

Other districts were soon organized prm cipa.lly north of the Arkan .. · 

sas River. In March 1873, District Number i"ro issued bonds to the 

mnount of $1,ooo~oo and a school house was soon.built. But· south 

of the river, District Number Seventeen organized ond issued bonds 

to the a.mount of $800.00. :May 17, 1873~2 

Table I. Tax Levy; Bonds Issued, Expenditure of Schools, Valuation 
of School Property During the Years 1872 to 1928 

Bonds Tax Expenditure· Valuation valuation 
Years ·issued , le:vy for ot school · ot 

Schools property county 

1s12:. ,oo .oo .• oo .oo 
1s·1u :·21~_893. 78.853. 
1888 26,140. 13. 117,470.56 192.025. 
1898 13. 104,004.69 22s.ooo. 
1908 2s.,soo. 15.2 197.;142.85 322,as5~ 
1918 16~4 646,240.49 11Z69,600. . 
1928 . -:~,3S.3 1,100,l~0.66 2, 600,094.5:':=- ~ .99,2156,?~0. 

With the increase' ot population in the county there was e.n 

increase of property ,m.luation due to ·the productiveness of the soil 

and to the discovery of minerals which ma.de Reno cotmty one of tbi:t 

trade centers in the state. With the increase of wealth there was an 
inoreo.ae in tax revenues and school expenditures. In 1873 bonds were 

issued to the total amount of $31.200.00, and school property.was val-

ued to the amount of $14.660.oo~S-9 The records shmt that at no time 

has there been a drop in property valuation or tax levy during the 



perio.d 1872 ~· 1928 years. 

fable II. Nwnber of Organized. Districts~ School coneua, Enrolment, 
and the N~ber of Pup.ils Per Teacher 

Dist. Census No. of Enrol• Pupils per 
Yea.rs org. 6 to 21 teaohors ment teacher 

1872 0 187 1 1 1, 
1873 41 685· 12 149 12.4 
1874 63 1,514 34 1.,300 sa.2 
1378 93 s.-682 2.923 
1888 145 8,918 185 G,847 37. 
1898 · 160 9.176 216 7,67~ 31., 
1908 160 10,177 · 231 8,147 35.4 1918 144 12,191 , 342 9;488 28.3 
1928 108 13,378 428 11,576 27.,3 

Daring the years 1873 to 1878 ninety-three school districts 

~;ere organized.12 School. 'enrolment increased 81.11lZingly fron one p~pil 

in 1872 to 1.,300 pupils in the spring of 1874.2 According to the cen-

sus taken every ten years up to 1928 · there have been no drops m :the 

school population in Reno·eounty. 
, • ' ' ~ "'f 
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To.ble III. Grade a.nd High School Enrolment, Number of Tea.chars .. 
Number of PUpils Per Teaohor in Eight Leading qi ties 

in Kansas 

Cities 1888 1898 1908 1918 1928 

AT CHISOM 
enrolment 2-,123 21203 . 1.aa2 2.1e2 2,292 
lie •. or teachers . 40. 43 43 69 72 

No •. pu~ils per teacher 53 51 44 31 32 

COFFEYVILLE 
enrolment · 620 1,190 ·3.078 3.439 3.921 
No. of teachers a 13 61' 88 109 

No. pupils per tenohor 78 91 51 32 27 

LAWRENCE 
enrolment 2,,261 2,409 2.446 2,577 2.11a 
Mo. of teachers 34 50 60 86 98 

Not pupils per teache~ 66 70 40 28 31 

LEA VENVJORTH 
'' enrolment 3,,461. 3,537 2,923 21811 2,721 

Mo. of teachers 57 64 70 95 92 
No. pupils per 'teacher 61 5{J 42 30 30 

IlUTC!!!USOM . enrolmont 1.462 2.114 2.650 4,327 a.2sa no. of teachers ' 21 41 · 56 118 166 
No. pupils per teacher 69 61 48 37 37 

KANSAS CITY 
enrolment 4,139 8,218 10.ase 15.648 23.877 
Mo. of teachers . 69 141 248 420 598 

No. pupils per teacher 60 58 47 37 40 

TOPEKA 
enrolment 5,518 6,712 7,090 7,633 12,073 
lio. of tenohers 90 116 209 247 354 

No. pupils per teacher 60 51 · 32 30 34 

WICHITA 
enrolment ,.; 4.636 4#356 ' .. (>.'699 . 11;097 20,469 uo. of·teaohers 61 86 , 152 311 651. 

No. pupils par teacher 69 -50 57 38 · 37 



HUtohinson as the lea.ding canter ~f · cul tu.re and e due.a tion 

in Ren~ C'pun:ey eo:mpo.res well vd.th the· leading cities of the state of 

Kansas in i.Tilprovemsnt. of its educational faoilitias. With the in-

crease of school enrolment thora has been o.n inoraase in the number 

·of teachers _employed• The enrolment per tenohar in Hutchinson was 

large during tlie earlier years but gradually dacrensed fromxnorc than 

OO·pupils per teacher in 1888 to 30 pupils per teacher in 19281 This 
l 

indicates that more attention ha.s boon given to the ·improvensnt of 

teaching,. 

III. The Lator Development of Schools 

1. The Consolidation of Schools 

Instead of organizing more distriots the idea. \\US la.tar urged 

that better teachers and better schools would be obtnined by conbining 

several school districts, I.L., l)lyhof~., .do~ty' auporintondont · i..YJ. ·1097 
. . 

to 1902, vms most insistent on this feature of school district forn,.a .... . . 

. . 
-bion. · He wanted to carry; out ~is. idea but. was o.f'raid to l~ava tho ma:b• 

ter to the districts ,mieh ware afi'eoted •. To t5nin his point, he induced 

the members of the Legislature from Reno .c.oun:ty to get a· bill through 

the. Legislature oambining Districts Uumber Four, ·Thirty-Fi,re• One Hun-

. dred Eight and one Hundred Thirty•Mine. By this a. ot tl10 four districts 

v.rere rerged. into a. new one, called, "Union District Number One Htmdred 

· Thirty-Uine". At the aame time and by the same act Districts Nine,. 

i\venty•Fivo and One Hundred Fifty were combined to f'onn .union District 

One Hundred · Fifty. considerable trouble r·esul ted from this a.~t., . but it 



so~n bocn.lne apparent tlnt tl1e new t1ow was n £.;OOtl ono. evon thou,3h tho 

metliod w:1ployod in nttainb1r:; 1~ v.na · ~ot1onablo. Tho so..170 Logtolo:t1.u•e 
(• 

po1.a~od o. Go1wro.l lnt7 t1llc,;rlng· sohool dlotr:lota to pan?ino._/> 

f::erri;y-threo oiomo11tn1--y ur.l0t1 schools enploylnr; from 2. to 9 

ton.choro hO:v'"O boe~-a ot•ge.nie~d il'l Rono c:,tm:ey Oinoo tl:e po.aOo.G<) of tho 
. . \ ' . 

, lCZ1e 5orD of thane sohools ore. 1;1~':t loro.tcd :L"'l tt.'1G.ll ~;no.- or third 

elnao ci}.;icG~ Otto is e. ou'burbe.n c11otrlot of' !:?utclttnoc.ti. Tho Uiokoroon 
. . 

. ~ohool has znorccd into a sooond olo.oa oi i-:y sol1ool and Uuf;ohinoo."l into 

o. .f!rot elnoo eity. There c.t--G oovcn oc'hoolo ha.vlng t\-.ro tonohoro om• 

plo:.v"Ou.17 

r,,itcheJ. 
?Iorth Reno 
Oboo 
Lincoln 
Procpcrit-y 

.. Ho.rmocy 
J.,uthem 

6 tea.chars ·7 tooohoro 
I ••••7"•'4111 ........... ~-.. -• .... 11.i.-_-.-....i_,., ______________ _ 

Union Fi vo !1rHJ1f:;-lion 
cnstloton Buhler 
?n.rtridc;o 1!nvon 
!Sedora ~don 
Plo-v;00. Pretty Pralrio 
Abbyville 
st. Josopha : 

Turon 
Soutb-Rutobinao..wi 

(9 ton.oooro 
Uiokorson) 

Sylvia 

nio!:01"oon Cl'1I.)lo~to 9 tcn,cl)')rS • . The. M.gh school 5.s o. oc:tt1'tl.J1ify' o_ehool 

· and is not_ m.dor the ruporvioion of the o'.JUnty stlP()ri~tonoont. TlJJ 

prooooo of oonool!de.tion dcoroa.ood tho .ntr.tbor of ~cl dlotr~c'b tohools 

· so tlnt only 100 tencl10rs uero employed .in tlx, ono .. room tenchor oohools 

in tho yoci:r lOSO, ao contraotod. o;,"1.th·· 157 such touchcrs t~·zont~ yo01"'s nc;o. 

Prhleiptilo ere included. in ~ooo.o110ro U.ot.ed nbQw.; 

A step wldeh was intondad to improve eon di t--lons in tl1.o rural 

elemen~'lr/ oohoole ·was tba dovolopmont ot"St1lndo.l."'d Sohoolatt• Tho 



dof!nlta i-aq'Uirexnents tor ~eking o. scl1ool sto.ndm-4 cu-a, an acre ot 
land, n ·wall built; school l10use with a wntlla.tea baa.t:l.ng oyotam,. so.t• 

lsfn.otory lighting system, ad;justn'blo vwi.ndGW elmdos, adjustable coo.ts, 

sanltn~J natot tno1l1t1oe, olonn and t1ell t..-opt surroundings o.nd out• 

l1ousos, a library, with suito.blo bookQ for! a.11 grades• a globe, and 

maps. 1~10 qunlifications roqubod or toeohors area a sooond ~do 

oount-y ce~tL~c~ta and teo.ohing oxperionoo » a Hormal Training cortlft• 

ca.to, or state oertlfl.oate. Tho yo.rd must bo boa.ut!tietl with sl1.'Mlb- ·. 
. 0 

b&t"'iJ n.nd in.•oes. w 

111. tlie yi3ar 1918 there were 40 stntldnrd aol1ools in neno o·ount7 

which no.de it rank first .:tn thia raapeot fl'!1ong cottntlos ot thG state •. 

~omi county ro.nked naxt w!th 33, and ?JcPb.oraon ro.nt."'Od third witlt 28 

otnndo.rd ool1oola, "Tho progress tl1tit is being mado in Reno count.:, in 

dewloping a. a>ntd.ble system ot education," says Gowrnoi- .Artlnu- Cnp-

per•· "is a m!~htr/:rlnaoumglng item In too gr,owth· ot school work in Kan-

sas. I watched tho movoment with rnuoh tnte,rest6 i'he greo.ti increa.se 

of tlm number ot stnnda.rd echo~lc 1s eopaolall:, gratifying. fhlo in• 

dioatos that· tho quipmnt wllich ls boing prodded is such tbn.t nueh · 

bettor eduoationa1 v1ork cnn be dona thnn 'WBS possible several; yaa.rs ego., 

A paztson lntorestod in tho welfo.ro of. boys ~"ld girls can cat muob plons• 

ure ham ·traveling over Reno county and seoing· the largo number otdJX-

oellont turo.1 scbcol buildings• flt.() old typo of btd.lc.U.ng SD rapidly 

cl!sappoo.l"ing rievo~ ix, rettu.,i• t16 

2 • Uw Ot'genieo.t1on ot RU.rel. lll.gb Solwola 

?ho no:tt stop ln the dowlopmont or the ·aehcols !n Reno cGrunty 



was the organization of rural lligh schools. The sentiment or demand 

that the children of rural s~hools might enjoy substantially the some 

educational ta.oilities as a.re enjoyed by city children did ·not orig'!'& 

inate with tenohers of tha county but with tho Grange·. The Grange is 

a1'l organization compoaod entirely or farmers. Tho poople were ot the 

opinion that the most economical way to educate boys and girls of the 

~rm wo.s in br~g the sohool to tlw students, rathsr than send· the stu-

dent to o. aohool avm:y from home.2 Parents wanted their clrl.ldron under . . ' 

their immediate influence during tbair early adolescent yoars which 

necessitated the estnblish:ment of institutions nearer hone~ 

Preceding the advent of·the 1911ral_high school several high. 

schools outside of llutchin~on had been started in tho county. In the 

year 1909 there were ar~niz~d tvro schools· each off'oring one year of 

high school work. In 1915 five high schools woro organized which of-

fered the four yeo.r course; and three others which offered less tha.n 

four years of work.13 These schools offered the regular · a.oademio sub-
, . 

jeota ~ including. German ·and French, domestic science, manual training. 

:com:r:ercia.l subjects• and · art. 2 In 1918 the c1 ty of Hutchinson con-

tained about 011e•half the population of the count7 but the number of 
. . 

young :people attend:h1g high school fran the rural o.reas exceeded the.t 

of the city by o.t lea.st 100 pupils. This indicates that eduoution ,1o.s 

available to the rural a.a to the city ohildron.6 

At present there are eleven organized rural high schools in 

the county offering a. four year ooursa with a teaching staff' of from 

three to six members, principals included., and one community high school 



with nine teachers. principal excluded. Governor Arthur Capper of-

fered. (taken ,from Old Trail ~nd Now. page 45) the following stata:menta 

"Efficient ru14nl high s~hools nre provided 
for · continuing the. ti•aining of tho s tudonts . tti'ter · 
they leave the grades, tho pa.rents have token a grant 
interest in the t:ork of ru1•0..l high schools 1·:hich · 
means continued support and growth in too next few 
years. 1:!e are~ en-boring a.n era of educational devol-
opinent and I{~no Coun:t;y folks should have pride in the 
big; pl.rt they 'n.re ta.1d11g in blG,:zing the fa•ail for the 

, :movement. 11 

~. Othor Educational I11tei~sts: 

Educt1.tion il'l Reno county has rooe:lwd a liberal support frcm 
~ f ' I 

the people, Whatever means were obtainable for the pmt>ose of furth0r-

ing oducutionul interosts theytvera zealously npplied. To superin~ 

, tendent Payne is orec;lj.t due for· tho introduction of the classification· 

register. In 1885 he succeeded in placing 'ftoloh• s' Register into ench 

. s.ohpol ro~ of tha county vrhioh liltl.rks the beginning of a moro a.couro.te 

a.nd complete record for·tha schools in the county. 

Closely tollor1ing; the introduction of tha register. '\YtlS the 
• adoption of · the uniform · sories of text books for the schools 0£ the 

. ' 

county. County uniformity was adopted in. 1889 during Mr. Whitets pe-

riod as .<!ounty ~uperintende~t. 

·In· the stunmei- of 1892 Supariht?ndent Hill prepared ~ thirt-y-

two page :mru1ua.l and course. of study for the county schools• One of 

· theso manuals· was given ·to eu.oh teacher, one to eaoh district oi'fice1• . 

in the COU-'tlty, a.nd an o.dditionQJ. copy WO.S placed in ea.ch SOh~ol room 

for tho use by.pupils, 

A Normnl Institute for school tea.chore was first held in the 



summer of 1877. Beginning July 16. a sesoion · of four weeks was de-

voted to "our ,Eduoa.tional Problem". The en1·olment ,vns so. The 

largest institute enrolment was 261 in 1890. Those institut~s, no 

doubt, were an inducement .for ·rural teachers to ·beoorra batter quo.li-

fied i:a thoir wo1"k. · In employing taaohars, as a rule. those were 

given tho p:reforence who h~ attended the institute. And too.chars 

not. attending i!lstitute or other associationo sometimes te 11 behind 

a.nd dropped out.cf school wot'kJl 

Othor devices tor _the purpose of increasing· profossiona.l in-

terest were the roonthl~ teaoherst a.ssooia.tion ~eatings from. Septembe.r 
~ ' . . ~ 

to April inclusive, In a.d~tion to those n:eetings _to:.rnship associo.-. 

tions unuor the no.mo~ neducational meetirigstl were orgo.nizod. in v;hich 

teachers• patrons• o.nd pupils partioipo.ted• T11e Reno County, Tao.chars t 

Assooia.tion ncrw'i meets tr1iee a year and tho Sta.ta Teachers• Associe.t:1.on 

on:.o in t"ao years iri RUtchitson. 

4. The Gra.:";th of Pro.fcssio11al Intorost 

?lost of tho ea.rly' toa.chers who cu..~ from the East hnd good 

educutional tra.ining and Fade thenmeh"'Os felt: dm"ing the early ~ara . . 

in Reno ·eoun,:ty. · One of these 1:."ell known pioneer teachers was :Miss 

Charlotte Sa.rnple; a. teacher from Ohio~ She_ taught her fil"'st school in 

Reno· county . th !fr'. sod house o.t Medora,. six ~o.ya in o. t·100:k. n.t a. salary 

. of $2511 00 per month.· School wa.s a. new thing in those days,. a.nd ohildron 

go.the red at this "seat or learning"- .froJ1. miles a.round. 5 A large 11um'bol' 

of tho ea.rliost settlers in ~e~o ~?unty ·r;era ret1.1rned soldiers from the 
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Civil 1'~1ar • ·who £:hiding hqme conditions unsritisfuotory ~ .. ,·,ore lm--od 

west by a spirit ·of independence or adventure to tho free homestond 

lands,. filal1y.: ·settled . in this county bringing. their wives and child.T"011 

with them. The mothers who had baon i11 the :school room.a in the East. 

faithfully. put thoir hands to the whoels of. education in tho n~r · horre-

land.2 

Another souroe or securing toa.ohors wa.s through the county 

examinations offered to students finishing the eiomentary grades• At 

that t:L"D.O tha majority of the common School graduates vrera able to ob-

tain a third grade county teaohc:rt s cartifioato.l In 1892 there wore. 

a total of 238 students who had .received suoh certification. 

Methods of securi11g certificates ohru,god vdth improvements in 

tea.chine;. Accordingly. teachers with a· higher grn.de or cortifioa.te 

recoi'O'ed preference. Later the oounty g1·ade ce,rtificates ·l;ere roplacod 

b¥ normal training oertifico. tes,, t7hioh in ·burn ,were displaced by certi-

ficates requiring f-.eom SO to 60 hours college orodit. Of the 108 teach-

ers employed in the one_;room rural school of Reno county during t;ite year 

1930 nearly one..;.third had certificates based ~pon,,college credit while 

one-half of the 80 teachers employed in the two or more teacher schools 

held similar certificates.' 



Table IV. Teacher Certitioa.tion in Reno County RUral Schools 
· 1930-1931 

Elemanto.ey Schools 
Certificate one-room Two or more High Total 

teacher school 

Life 120 hrs. 0 0 
S yr Life ff " :o 0 
Life eo hrs. 12 14 26 
3 yr. Life n tf 0 2 2 
3 yr., Staten rt 23 22 45 
3 yr. Ele •. 30_ hrs. ;:~2 0 2 

ll.T •. · 37 a 45 ,,· 
P.N.t. 3 10· 13 
First Grade 16 15 31 
Second. Grade 15 3 18 
State Ele .. 0 3 s 
Oity 0 1 1 

Degree 
A.B. or B.s. 0 2 57 69 
M.A. or M.s. 0 0 .3 3 

Total · 108 80 60 248 

All principals included 
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Table v. Tea.oher certification in Hutchinson Schools 1930-1931 

cert:tfico.tion Ele. grades 

Life 60 1-irs. 41 
3 yr. Sto.te 60hrs. I 
3 yr Ele-.. SO hrs. 0 
3 yr. Ran. 7 

U.T. l 
P.N.T. 6 
First grade 1 
City 13 
Pormanont 13 
State ~7 

Degreo 
A.B. or B .. S.- 12 
A.M. or H.S. 0 

Total 101 

Jr .• n. Sr. n. Total 

41 
l 
0 ,• 
7 
1 
5 
l 

15 
5 3 21 

7, 

38 25 75 
5 12 17 

48 40 189 

Allprincipnls included. 
Suwrintendent.s not included~· 

These data re.w been secured tlu-ough the courtesy of tlle su-
perint.endent of the Hutchinson City Schools• The ape oiol tencl10rs and 

the too.ohers of tlre jmlior ~allege are not ino luded. 
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Table .v.c. Institutions Fran Which feachers Degrees Are Recei"VOd 

Institutions 
City of Hutohinson 

I .. ·,.,·El• Jr •. Be sr. H, R-. H, rota.1 

Kansas 
State Schools 

Emporia . 4 6 6 3 19 
Hays 2 1 2 0 5 
Kansas v. 2 G 9 3 20 
K.s.A.O, 0 7 ·2 s 17 
Pittsburg O' '1 'I 5 19 

Denomination-
al Colleges 

Baker u, 1 2 3 
Bethany l 1· 
Bethel 5 5 / 

Friends 2 3 5 
McPherson 2 l 2 7 12 
Otta.via 11, 1· l 2 
South western 1 .3 '1 11 
Ks, Wesleyan 2 1 2 6 
Sterl,ing · 2 2 
Tabor 1 1 
Wichita U, 1 2 3 
wash bum l 1 

Other States 
Chicago 1 1 
Colorado U, 2 2 
DltUry ·. 1 1 
Greeley T.o •. l 2 3 
Gunnison T.c. · l 1 
Iowa. u. ·1 l ue:mven 2 2 

, Michigan 1 l 
Northwestern 1 .1 2 
Okla.home. u. l ). 
Purdue 1 l 
Phillip~ tr •. 1 l 2 
w~consin· 1 1 
i'exa.S 1 1 
Columbia. tr. l 1 

Total 12 43 · 37 60 l62 



Table VII. A S1Immary of Degree Held .and Institutions From Which 
Degrees were Received by Teachers Employed in Reno 

County Schools, 1930 to 1931 

School Dano.min- Kansas Other . No. with No. ,vith Total 
e.tional State· States no Degree. Degree 

Rural 
Elementary 

108 ··10s one-room 0 0 0 0 
1\'70 or more 
teachers 1 l 0 78 2 60 

High soho.ol 35 19 6 0 60 60 

City lst class 
Ela. grades · 2 8 2 89 12 101 
Jr •. High 8 27" a 5 43 48 sr •. High 8 26 3 3 37 40 

!./ 
Total. 54 81 19 283 154 437 

ot the 283 teachers with no ~gree,· 115 hava a certi.fica.te 

ba.se.d upon 60 hours college training and 2 have 30 hours of college 

credit. The total number of teachers having less.than 30 hours( of 

college work is 166 which is 38 per oe~t of the teachers employe~ in 

Reno·. county• Sonte of these 166 teachers roa:y have the minimum number ,. t . . . 
o-• • ' • 

of hours in · coll~ge work as required for making a. certificate per.man-
. / ' ' 

ent but the a.ubho~ has no in£or.ma.tion. on thi11. l 7•16 

If the effioienoy of the school is measured by the instruc-

torsv teaching ef£1cienoy,, then it is important that only high~y 

qualified teachers should be employed. Other things being equa.1., bet-

ter ·teachers should receive better salaries. ·1n Reno county teachers•· 



sa~le• liava kept ~ce v1ith progross and prosporit,J of the count:,• 

Tile t1rst teac11ers in tlie oo.>.-ly yon.rs, 1612 to 1874• roo.oived n snl• 
aey of $26•00 por month. In 1882 the:ro were U.a toaohers employed 1n 

.tlle oount-y lidtl1 e.n nwrnge sa.lnry ot $36.00 pa~ month for men• .n.nd 

sao.44 to:r women.6 ·. !Ater oa.lnriea }in70 shcr.-m continued :tnoronaes, 

tablo v.tu. Avoro.f!!J> Salnry of TOnahors in Rural and in City Schools 
sinoo 1908 · 

1900 1918 1020 
Sel?.Ool tton Wcm,on it.ton flomon Men ti omen 

........ 
Rnral • 

ffl'O.®G $SG.70 49.70 72.00 00.00 105.00 · 92.00.-
Uigh Sehoolo G'l,.00 62.00 101.00 86.70 1ss.oo· 140.00 

City 
Gl'QdeS 69.92 so.oo oe.oo 79.oo 165.00 147.00 
Jr-. HJ.gt,. 1a1.oo. 175,00 
sr • High, -ro.,so· ss.oo 127,.00 109.oo 269.00 212.00 

............. 
1'ho ~l·emenmr-1 gro.des of tho . one-room and' tho tao -~ 't,Q?'O 

too.ehor sobools ho.,,e mt bGon oonsiderod in ~ble v:uas ~a.to cbtn 

fo~ sane :;QoYD are not e.vnilnble • . The salarios no otnted aro on an 

8 month bo.sis tor rural ~ados• on 9 months for rura.1 high schools,. and 

on 10 month basis tor city e10t._19nta.tj/ and high schools• 



Table IX·• Ai70rage Sal~/ of Teachers in Reno County Schools durin{; 
1930 to 1931 . 

:Men Womon 
School No. Salary No .. Salary. Aw rage 

RUral 
Oriff-room 4 $112.50 ·104 $104,.82 $108.66 (smo.)· 
'1\vo or itore 

64: T<,aohera 6 110.se 107,82 109.19 (9 mo.) 
High School 14 182.74 ·35 14$.74 165.74 (JO mo.) 

t:i:ty 2nd Class 
(10 mo.) Grades 0 .oo 9 101.20 101.20 

High School 3 186.67 ,, 182.50 / 1~4.58 If It 

Oit'tJ lat Class .oo Grades 0 101. 153.90 153.90 (10 mo.) 
Jr,.· High 9,. · 186.10 35, 163.72 1'14.91 n tt 

Sr. High 13 236-20 17 206.26 221.23 ff n 

The average sa.la.ry per month is nearly $8.,00 more ·for man 

than for women. in t~e rural ona-roOlll schools during the present year. 

In the rural high schools the average salary for men exceeds $34.oo. 

Since there are a. vary small nUirher of mm ·benchers em.ployed in the one-· 

~oom schools• the ~wra.ge salary . of the tonch.ers is probably not muoh 

above the average salaries of ten.chars in simil~r. schools of other 
. . . 

counties. In the niral high schools noarly ·30 per cent of the teach-

ers are men •. In the junior high school of Hutchinson nearly 20 per 

cent are men teachers as contrasted with 43 per cent men tanchern in 

the senior high school.18 Tho prino.ipala o£ grades and high schools 

are not included in the rural high, and all city schools. The super-

intendent of the H~tohinson city schools received an annual salary of 



·-'::?'s-
issoo during the.year 1930 to 1931 

~ ' , . 

Another factor which indioates that school offioials in Reno 

county have given attenuion to tea.·0M.11g efficiency is the small number . 
. , 

of inexperienced teachers employed in their schools. The number of 
\ •• '. • • ', : ' -•t' • ·"" ', ', ., ' ,,·, .... 

such teachers 0mployed in the rural schools is greater than the·number 
; .. 

of inexperienced tenohers employed in the oi ty of Hutchinson. In the 

year 1918 there Yre_re 44 inexperienced teachers .. in th~ rural schools 

.. and 44 employed in the Hutchinson schools or 88 out of the total of 

373 teachers employed in 'bha county. Of the 428 teachers employed in 

. 1928-. 39 inexperienced teachers were in the rural schools a.nd 36 filled 

positions in Hutohinson.14-15 

Since seve.ral. v,riters do not agree in their accounts of the 

eariy history of Reno county s~hools it is difficult to determine the 

definite periods vihen the early superintendents · served their official 

terms. 



Table .x. The City and County Superintendents and the Yanrs ~y 
Served. (Aa Nearly as can Be Determined) 

Yea.rs Hutchinson lfickorson 

l 
1e13;:..74 ! Deburn 
187~-76 J,J. McBride. J.R Cambell 
1877•78 / . . S.B. Zimmer.man 
1879-80 E.L. Jet7oll 
ise1-a2 G.w. Winans 
1883•84 · F•»'• Pr,igg 
1886•86 ? 
1687•88 John Schurr 
1889-90 H.c. Minnich 
1891·92 n · o · 
1893-94 G. w • Winans 
1895·96 " " 
1897•98 tt " 
1899•1900 n n 
1901•02 R,R. Price 

J.R. McGregor 
Eli Payne 

. A.T. Bode 
n rr 
n " L.s. Baily. 

J.H. Jaol:son 
n n 

'~ ' F.o. P01vell 

Reno County 

Taylor, Fliok• Houk 
J.B. Cassady 
. u n 

.J.w. Ka.naga 
E.L. Jewell 

n · It 

Eli Payne 
" If o.P. lVhite 

Sam w. Hill 
c.P. Dlwson ,; . n 

I.L. Dayhoff 
fl 11 
n . tf 

1903-o4 n. n 
1905-0~ n tt 

w. E •. Hastings 
F.A. !1undell• 

J.H. Ja.clcson 
A.w. Hamil ton 

1907-08 rt tt 
19os-10 J.o. Hall . 
1911•12 " n 
1913-14 " " 
1915•16 ~ " 
1917·18 n u 
1919-20 tt " 
1921•22 11 

" 

· 1923-2*--. . J,,w. Cowans 
1925-26 -----___ n " 
192'1·28 . -- 11 n 
1929•30 n u· 
1931• " " 

tr n 
n . :n 
" . 
n 

" :-n 
ti 

n 
n 
n 
n 
tt 

" 

fl 

fl 

" rt,. 

tt 

n 
h 

ft 

n 
ft 

n 

•Principal Niclcerson Conununity High Schools. 

If " 

B.P. Rowland 
ff " 
ff n 
tt " n tt 
tf . ff 

" n 
n " tf n 

Peyllis Oboe 
n1 tt 

"· 

The earlier superintendents' were· not· retained in office fbr 

a long period of t~e. Whether .they laokeli' ability efficiently and 

successfully to d1scharge thelr duties or whether they ma.de suoh pro• 

fession~.a. stepping atone towards. another goal to be attained can not 

be definitely cetermined. Later ·some of these oity and county officer.a 



ha.w been filling responsible places elsmt;here. s·.n •. Zimmerman be-

came a. lawyer. sa.m w. Hill served as Unitad states marshal, Eli 

Payne was professor of mathematics at Emporia. Kansas, state Teach• 

ers College, which position he held fifteen years.l a.w. Winans and 

I.L Dayhoff served as State Superintendent of Public Instruction of 

Schools in the years 1889 to 1893., e.nd 1903 to 1907 respectively •. 

The first_ examinations ot pupils in Reno county for comple-

tion or. tha common school courses were held in the spring of 1887. 

The county superintendent and his associate examiners pre;,pared the 

questions. The examinations were held in April, on a da.y sele~tea. 

The county superintendent appointed examining c~ttees. two tench• 

ers on ea.oh committee. who oonduoted these exrunino..ti~s o.t tho places 

designed by them. The canmittees i'orv:rarded the papers to be graded 

to the superintendent who made n.n examining board responsible for the 

grading of the papers. Only 9 pupils received a diploma. the first 

year but in the year 1892 there were ,69 students who received diplo• · 

mas. Upon oompletioh of such a course :many students rea.eived a teach- . 

ere certificate of __ ~he third gre.de.1 

In Hutchinson there has been a graduating c?a.ss every year 

but one since 1882 • There have been hundreds ot boys and girls grad-

ua. ted from the Reno county elementary and high sohools.2 In 1908 

there vrere 389 graduates ot the elementary and high schools in the 

whole county, this number was nearly doubled in 191~ (576 graduates). 



In the year 1928 there.were 692·grade graduates and 462 in the high 

schools in the county. 0
1

f. the 692 students. ~adua.ting from theele•. 

menta.ry sohools ·200 crune 1i'ttll the one-room schools., ., 194 .tr.~ u·10 .·or · 

more teacher· schools, 298 from city schools. Of the. 46,2 ·graduates . 

in the high schools 183 eame from the rural., 2i'f9. f~om.. f,irst ·D.nd s,eo-

ond class city sohools.12-14-15 

Reno county has a population or 47,785 and o. school census 

of 131 378. According to the census ta.lean every ten ~a.rs since 1908 

there has been a steady increase in student enrolment and average 

dsily attendance. The £ollowing data taken from the 'l\'renty-sixth 

Bi-ennial Report of the State Superintendent of Instruction of Kansas 

verifies this statement. 
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Table XI. Census, Enrolment, Attendance ot the Rural and the City 
schools. in the Years 1908, 1918, 1928 

Year ·. Scl1ools census Enrolment Average I)l.:tl:, 
Attendance 

Elem. H.s. 
1~08· ·Rural 

One-room 4,480 .. ~.442 2,527 0 
Two or more 
Teo.ch(3rs 1,sao · l,419 1,072 0 

City 
Second class 372 636 212 2$5 
First class 3;445 2,650 · l,690 · 229 

Total 10,1?7 8,147 6,195 

1918 Rural 
one-room 4,202 2,740 2,172 0 
TVro or more 
Tea.cl1ers · 2.049 1,.923 1.343 279 

City. -
Second class 371 453 186 228 
First class 5,823 4,.372 2,249 518 

Total 12.,192 9,488 a.975 

1928 Rural 
One-room 3,578 2.145 1,840 0 
Two or more 
Teacher a 2.s94 2.714 1,642 '181 

City 
Second ola.ss 354 429 174 190 
First ola.ss 6,752 s.2as. 3,309 1,921 

Total 13,378 11.576 9,,657 

A greater attendance of pupils then the census number indi-

cates that students attended from the surrounding districts• In the 
,· . 

· year 1908 attendance at the Community High School ~t< Niokerson)ex• 

ceeclod tbs Hutchinson high school attendance by 34 students. Reno 

county had no. rurai high school until after 1918.. . By the year 1928 . . 
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the attendance of 781 students in rural high schools was 163 more than 

the attendance in the community high school. 

There was a time when schools were over crowded and teach-

ers had the responsibility ot from titty· to sixty students in one room 

as illustrated in Table ·I. This situation has changed. Teachers today 

have at the most 37 and often less than 20 pupils in their class rooms.15 

Table XII. Number of Teachers. Average Enrolment, Average Attendance,. 
1928 

Rural 
One-room 
Two or More 
Teachers 

City 
second Class 
First Class 

No. ot 
teachers: 

Av. enrolment 
per tacher 

Grades Jr.H. sr.H. 
111 19.3 
132 26 14 

19 28 20.'4 
166 37 30.'a 26 

Av. attendance 
per teacher 

Grades Jr.H. sr.H. 
16.6 
22 13 

22 19 
32 32 22 

AV. weeks_ 
per year 

32 
36 

36 
36 

The average attendance of 13 in rural high sch9ols-can hard--
·-

·1y be considered adequate or economical. ihe author is of the opinion 

that there is a need or consolidation of high schools as elementary 

schools are ~e!ng consolidated. 

There is a country wide tendency for rural people to migrate 

towards the city or into smaller towns as indicated by J.E. Butterworth . . 

in his Principles .2!, Rural School, Administration. Reno county is no ex-

ception to this general trend. The writer believes the rural people 
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either re<?ogn.1zed the f'aot·. better educational opportunities were being 

off~red _in towns and cities or they found that it was more profitable 

economically to live.in cities than on the farm, '!be de.ta in Table XI 

show!·evidenoes of the gradual change. ~c:aordingly, in 1908 aohool cen-

aus in the rural one-room schools was 4•480 as com.pared to 3,578 in the 

year 1928, showing a difference ot 902, In the city schools ot Hutchin-, 
' son the cenaus:in 1908was 101177 1 in 1928 there vias a census increase 

of 3;201; the total census being 13,378~ 

There were 266 students from Reno county enrolled during the 

year 1925 in.collegiate institutions within the state. At that time no 

other·oounty not having a college within its area had nearly so large a 

number of students enrolled in college. In fact there were nine counties 

which had colleges within their borders that had· a smaller total of col-

lege enrolment than,did Reno county. Students from Reno county were en"" 

·rolled in 14 ditfe;ent_inatitutions in the state~l9 Ili 1928 this county 

h~d 241 resident ~tudents in the state ed.uaational ins ti tutiona •. 20 In. 

1930 the total number ot s~dents from Reno county enrolled in collegiate 

institutions within the state were 532. Of these 152 were enrolled in 

state instittittons, 105 in private oolleg~s, and 275 in junior colleges. 21 

The junior college in Hutchinson was opened ln 1928. 

It is evident that Reno county is a relatively wealthy county 

and very well able to meet any_ reasonable demand tor expenditure in the 

interest of better and more extended education. with a value of 100 mil• 

lion in 1930,·this county is one or the wealthiest in the· state.· At 
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least since 1925 its property valuation has been equaled by only three 

other Kansas counties. These counties which have a larger valuation 

are;. Sedgwick with 224 million• Wyandotte 161 million, and Shawnee 135 

million dollars. 22 

At present the Hutchinson s,ohool district has a property 

·valuation of $36,666,917.00 and if th~s a.mount ia equated on the.basis 

or the pupi1~ in average daily a~tendance .comparisons can then be made 

on that.basis with other city schools in the state. 

Table XIII. ·01ty Schools of Kansas Having a Popula'tion or 12,000-70,000 

Cities. 

Topeka 
Emporia 
Lawrence 
Salina 
Hutchinson 
Leavenworth 
Coffeyville 
Pittsburg 

in 1931 · 

Valuation per pupil 
·in av. attendance 

$9,734.16 
e,498.·1:8 

· a,417.02 
8 1060.81 

· 7 ,436.72 
6,415.73 
5t666.3l 

. 5.555.15 

Scll.ool tax 
levies 

15.75 
15.5 
17.5 
13.5 
19.5. 
17.5 
19.5 
17.5 

The tax levy in Hutchinson apparently is high in this .com-

parison. It is the same a.s_one other oity but these two cities are the 

only ones in this list which maintain a junior college. · 

?lie average ooat per pupil per month in average daily attend-

ance in the grades, junior high and senior high school as compared with 

the average cost of all the Kansas cities of,the first clas~ may be regard-

ed as about the average cost. ,In 1928 the yearly cost per pupil in 



average daily attendance in Hutchinson was $68.50 in elementary grades, 

$83.00 '1n junior high, and $106. 50 in senior high schoola.15 · The ale• 

mentary school cost·was about the average cost tor first class cities 

in the state. The city junior and senior high schools cost each about 

eight dollars below the average of similar cities in the sto.te and about 

. eighty-nine dol,iars below the averag~ cost of rural high schools~ 

Hut~hinson has a school bonded indebtedness of $743,00o.oo. 22 

For the total average daily attendance of 4•932 students• college not in-
• • ' ' I • I • 

eluded, the. amo'unt of indebtedness per ·atu~ent in average attendance is 

$150.64 tor .the year 1930, Thia is a·relatively small amount of indebt-

edness compare·d to the property valuation of $7,436.72 pe.r student in 

average o.aily attendance. 

i1ho school systems of Reno count1 are operating in 165 build-

inge and 483 claas_'rooms, Hutchinson has 17 buildings and 174 o~aaa rooms.15 

'.!The ·si-tuation in Hutchinson with re~erence t~ school buildings and 

equi-pment •" sa1"s F .P. 0Br1en, "is .di~t1~cti ve among the larger cities of 

the s_tate. '.Five -or "'the city• s ten elementary school buildings and tour 

kino.ergarten .. 'llottagea .. have been constructed within the past six years.19 

Both of t~e junior high school building~, manual training extension to 

the se~ior high school building, and also the junior <Dllego have been 
" I 

const~ote~ within the last titteen ye~ra." 

' Reno county has a Community ( County) High school established 

at Niokeftson in 1903,-whioh is maintained by county taxation • .All students 



from Reno county have the privilege of attending this school free of 

all tuition. "Prior to this many ambitious boys'and girls of Reno Coun-

ty were unable to gratify their educational desires simply because fin• 

ancial conditions would not warrant their attendance at institutions 

outside the county or at Hutchinson, where a small tuition was required, 

in addition to the regular living expenses. 'Ihe County High S~hool and 

Nickerson College (organized, in 1898) were conducted practically aa one 

sohoo1.n23 students cc.ming from outside of Reno county were subject to 

tuition charges. 

Since 1911 the Nickerson Community- High school has been a 

member of the North Central .Association of colleges and secondary schools. 

Later the Partridge High School also became a member. Thia means that 

these schools are recognized by the standard colleges of states in this 

Association, and that their $t'aduates may enter any ,of these colleges 

without examinations. 
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In 1872, the county ·was an experiment, now, a realization; 

then it had a few settlers with no financial resources; now it has a 

population of 47,785 with a wealth of over a hundred million dollars. 

Early in 1872, there was one pupil in school; in 1928 the school attend-

ance was 91857. 

The first educational institution in the county was a sub-

scription school; in 1928 there were 165 schools having.a school property 

valuation of $2,600,094.54. That subscription school was taught in a 

building designed for a butcher shop while at present the schools of the 

county are operating in 165 splendid buildings with 483 class rooms. 

The first teachers received a maximum.monthly salary or $25.00 

.as contrasted with the average salary received by teachers (principal not 

included) in 1930 trom $108 to $150 in elementary grades, from $140 to · 

$259 in high schools. The early teachers taught without certificates but 

the effieiency of the schools now demands adequate preparation and certi-

fication. Now 93 per cent ot the city high. school teachers and 100 per 

cent ot the rural high. school teachers have a college degree. 

The Reno county high schools graduated 462 students in the 

year 1929. The junior college in the county enrolled 275 students and 

257 students were attending other collegiate institutions in the state. 

Other indications of educational effort and development in 

the county may be found in the reduction in number of small schools by 

oondolidation, in the establishment of rural hish scho.ols, in the bonded 

indebtedness for schools and in the control of school costs. 
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