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PREFACE

The significance of the Central American caresr of E.
George Squier has long been recognized by historians., But
it has been imperfectly known. The diplomatic phase of his
career, of great imporiance to Anglo-American isthmian rivalry
of the mid-nineteenth century, has received the most gliteniion.
but no systematic analysis of his diplomatic mission to Cen-
tral America or of its importance to the Clayton-Bulwer
Treaty has hereiofore been made. Squler's career as promoter
of the Honduras interoceanic railway project in the 1850's
has scarcely been examined by historians, though it is of
the uimost. importance to an ﬁnderstanding of Squier'!s interest
in.Central America. As a wriiter Sguier was perhaps best
known to his contemporaries. He wrote both for scholars and
the public at large and was considered the leading United
States authority on Central America and one of the principal
_archaéologists of his time. Yet no study of his writings has
been published.

This study attempts to supply some of the details of the
various aspects of Squier's Central American career, It
focuses on.Central America because, though Squier had other
interests, his career centers on this region. He became in-
terested in Central.America in 1848 or 1849, while still in
his twenties, and maintained his interest until 1872, when
L 14 |
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iii
[insanity incapacitated him. Although he did not die until |
1888 and was temporarily able. to resume his work. for brief
periods until the 1880's, this study necessarily deals with
the years of his active interest in Central America, from
1849 to 1872.

The manuscript materials upon. which this study 1is based
are located in.four principal depositoriess the Library of
Congress in Washington, D. C., the New=-York Historical Society
in New York City, the Huntington Library in San Marino, Cali-
fornia, and the Middle American Research Institute at Tulane
University in New Orleans. Probably the most important
single collection of letters to Squier is in the Manuscripts
Division of the Library of Congress. The New-York Historical
Soclety collection of Squier family papers was especially
valuable for Squier's early life and for Squier!s candid
observations on all phases of his career. ILetters in the
Huntingion Library were almost exclusively concerned with the
Honduras railway project and without them it would have heen
impossible to unravel the details of Squier'!s interest in
Honduras. Microfilm coples of all the above collections are
conveniently located in the Middle American Research Insti-
tute, which has an important Squier collection of its own,
including his own scrapbooks, reviews of his works, and reports
of sclientific society meetings, all of which were essential.
to the study of Squier as a scholar and writer. The Middle
American Research Institute also has microfiim copies of
Squier's diplomatic reports obtained from the Natlional Ar-
chives and copies of almost all of his numerous publications.

L | N
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™ o the Latin American Studies Committee of Tulane Uai- |
versity I wish %o express my gratitude for helping to finance
two trips to Washington.to gather research materials and for
purchasing on microfilm Squier correspondence in the deposi-
tories meniioned above. I owe a special debt of gratitude to
Dr. William J. Griffith of Tulane University who has given me
many hours of his time and has made innumerable valuable. sug-
gestions. Dr. Thomas L. Karnes and others in the Tulane
Department of History have aided me in ways too numerous to
mention, I wish also to express my appreciation to the library
staff at Tulane University, especially Mrs., Edith Ricketson
of the Middle American Research Institute; to Mr. Frank Squier,
E. George's nephew, who has studied his uncle's career very
closely and who encouraged me to complete this study; and to
my wife, Mary Ellen, who has typed every word here written.

Charles ILee Stansifer

Lafayettie, Louisiana, April, 1959
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[first, "it has violated our plighted faith.to the Republic |
of Nicaragua, in becoming the instrument in British.hands
for ths accomplishment of its political.humiligtion and
territorial dismemberment"; secondly, it has vlolated the
Monroe Doctrine '"by seeking to make the United States a
party with.Great Britain, not only to. the partition of the
friendly Republic of Nicaragua, but to:the establishment
and protection.of a monarchy, of the most offensive description,
within. its just territorial limits, on the Mosquito Shore';
and thirdly, "it has proved recreant to its duties e o« o iIn
permitting the islands in the Bay of Honduras, belonging to
the friendly Republic of the same name, to. be selzed by
 Great Britaln, and organized as a colony of the British.
crown, in flagrant violation of the Treaty of 1851 /18507
withont protest or intervention of any kind." The Fillmore
adminisiration, he predicts, "will come to an unhonorable.
close, leaving the country huiiliated at home and disgraced
abroad.“5 Hoping privately to be chosen as the Democratic
adminisiration's representative in Central America, Squier
closes with an appeal to Central Americans to keep faith
in ths United Statess
Men of the Isthmus! the people of the United
States are your friends, they detest the policy of
their accidental government, and they will yet re-
deem the faith which they have plighted to you.
Be. faithful, be firm, and you will yet reap the
reward of your patriotic sacrifices, in the full

and complete vindication of your rights. Trusg to
the future; await patiently the ides of March!

5/E. George Squiegr/, “Our Foreign Relations: Central
America--The Crampton and Webster Projet," Democrgtic Review,
XXXI, n.s. (October, 1852), 337, 338.

®1pid., 352. |
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B The next Squiler arxicle; also published just before th;]
elaction of 1852, was directed alternately against Great
Britain.and against the Fillmore administration. In "The
Islands of the Gulf of Hondurass Their Seizure and Organi-
zation as a British Coleny," Squier. focuses attention on
the British.proclamation of July 17, 1852, of the establish-
ment of the Bay Islands colony. The proclamation had been
practically overlooked by American newspapers, and according
to Squier, it had not even attracted 'the notice of that
weakly~-wicked, and wickedly-weak. administration, which has
weighed like a monstrous night-mare on the couniry for the
past two. years." Squier calls for prompt investigation of
this "atrocity¥ and for action to vindicate the Clayton-
Bulwefumreaty,\by which Great Britain agreed not to. colonizs
any part of Central Agg;iga. The article touched off the
f£irst full-scale Congressional debate on the Clayton-Bulwer
Treaty and undoubtedly stiffened the official United States
attitude toward British.policy in Central America.7

Other articles written duiing this period were designed
to inform rather than to inflame. One, published in the
Nationgl Inte ncer, simply describes some familiar Nica~-
raguan volcanoes and a volcanic eruption witnessed by Squier.'.8
Another, published in the same newspaper, imparts somewinror-
mation about the Segovia. (or Coco) River and the Mosquito

7[§..George Squieg/, "The Islands of the Gulf of Hon-
duras:s Their Sseizure and Organization as a British Colony,"
Democratic Review, XXXI, n.s. (November-December, 1852), .

V-4 ®

8E. George Squier, "An Earthquake in Nicaragua," Na-
tional Inte encer, February 19, 1850.

L | -
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rindianS.Q' Another briefly describes the port of San.Juan.1°1
The most significant informative article written during
this period was. published in the American Review in October,
1850. Entitled "The Spanish American Republics, and the

Causes of thelr Failures Central America,% the. article deals

with the puzzling problem of the revolutionary habit in'Latin-
America, as exemplified. in.Central America. Squier shows
remarkable understanding of the problem. He does not attri-
bute the "failure" of the Spanish. American republics to the
deficiencies of the Spanish character, as many superficial
writers have done. "There is not," Squier says, '"in thelr
individual nor.in their collective character anything which
renders them incapable of exercising the rights, or enjoying
rationally the benefits, of self-government." Instead Squier
notes the different periods during which the North and South
American colonies were founded, resulting in the establish-
ment of different institutions on the two continents, one
favoring the development of self-government, one not. He
notes also the difficulties in estéblishing stable govern-
ments among peoples widely varying in cultures "Iruly Repub-
lican Institutions are the loftiest developments of human
wisdom; and their existence pre-supposes, not only a general
diffusion of knowledge, but high attainment in it, amongst.
the people at large. Their permanence depends upon the
general. intelligence and morality. In the Spanish. American

- 9, George Squier, "Ceniral America--The River Coco--
ggg the Mosquifo Indians,® Nationgl Intelligencer, July 23,
0.

1°E. George iguier, HPort of San Juan de Nicaragua,"

ibid., June 19, 1851,
1= ’ _
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[_calonies., it is obvious,, such attainment was impossible,! T
Squier also observes that orderly goverament is glmost im-
possible when political opinion 1s so. deeply divided, as it
was in Central America, "between the two grand antagonistic
principles" of liberalism and conser.vatism.u

Meanwhile, in the fall of 1851, Squier finished his two-
volume work. on Nicaragua. Hoping for a wide sale on both.
sides of the Atlantic Squier, after contracting with D.
Appleton. and Company for an American edition, went to. Gresat
Britain to find a publisher for a simultaneous. British edition.
With his fierce hatred of British foreign policy trimmed to
oa occasional shaft at British. "pretensions" and British.
ngrrogance" in.the manuseripi he carried with him, and with
ﬁritish reéders eager to learn more about the region which
promised to be the location of an isthmian canal and which
had caused so much controversy between their country and
the.United States, Squier had no difficulty in persuading
Longman, Brown, Green, and Longmans to bring out a British
edition.

The book, Squlerts first exclusively on a Central
American topic, came out in early 1852, published in New
York and London almost simultanecusly. Its full title--
Nicaraguas; Its People, Scenery, Monuments, gnd the Proposed
Interoceanic Canal--somewhat. disguises the fact that it deals
primarily with Squier's personal experiences in Nicaragua..

Iwenty-five chapters are devoted to the personal narrative,

u’E. George Squier, "The Spanish.American Republics,
and the Causes of their Failures Central America," Ameriean
Review, VI, n.s. (October, 1850), 337-44.

L -
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r%wc to a general introduction, three to the canal, two to B
the aborigines, and seven to political history.
Considered as a travel account, and it is as close to
that genre as to any other, Squief's Nicaragug is far superior

12 It presents an excellent panorama of mid-

to. the average.
nineteenth-century Nicaragua. For information concefning
politics, society, religion, customs, commerce, physical.
features, and of course for his own role in Nicaraguan affairs,
Squiert's account is invaluable. Squler was genuinely well-
liked in Nicaragua, partly because he himself liked the.
~ country, and partly because he symbolized United States

interest in.Nicaragua's struggle against Great Britain. He
was therefore admitted into the intimacies of Nicaraguan life,
especially in Leén, the capital, and was able %o observe
Nicaraguan customs at close hand, He was an observant guest
and he reported what he saw in detail.

Squier did not visit all sections of Nicaragua., His
observatiqns were confined to the route he traveled from
San Juan to Leén, plus a few monument-gseeking side trips
from Le6n, and one trip to the Bay of Fonseca. He covered
the most important cities--Leén, Managua, Masaya, Granada,
and Chinandega--but he did not visit the mining areas of the
interior nor the Mosquito lands of the east coast. From
secondary accunis and from material acquired from the

friendly “iomragien goverrment Squler describes the resources

@ R L

121.later Lrzvei’r in Nicaragua, Peter F, Stout, de-

clined to. describe Lebén because "Mr. Squier, during his
residence, gathered every information concerning it, and
has given it publicity; the reader may rely on that writee's

truthful and graphic description." Stout, Nicaraguas Pasi,
L_Present and Future (Philadelphia, 1859), 1lh42.. N
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l_almi characteristics of the areas he did not visit. 1

Extremely valuable at the time, but of considerably
less value now, were Squier's observations on the proposed
Nicaragua canale. According to. the National Intelligencer,
the. chapters on the canal constituted "the most valuable
portion of the entire work."l3 At the time of Squier's
residence in Nicaragua it was assumed that the canal would
follow the San Juan River to. Lake Nicaragua, and that there
would be little difficulty on this portion of the route..
Squier's observations led him to the conclusion that it
would be "the most difficult part of the whole enferprise,"lk
and while\this conclusion may not have been altogether true,
it did serve to call attention to the fact, hitherto neglected,
that a canal from the Atlantic to Lake Nicaragua was a major
enterprise in itself. O0f the various routes from Lake
Nicaragua to the Pacific, Squier favors the one via Lake
Managua and the Estero Real to the Bay of Fonseca--the so-
called Estero Real route. Squier crrs, however, in stating
that "it probably would not require a canal of more than
twenty miles in length to. connect" the navigable waters of
'the Estero Real with Lake Managua§;5 the real distance is
closer to fifty than to twenty wmillss. The besi route, a low

pass between Lake Nicaragua and the Pacific, was discovered

Lygtional Intelligencer, January 17, 1852. Other re-

viewers agreed: see, for example, New Orleans Price-Current,
March 24, 1852; jmerican Review, IX, n.s. (March, 53555‘1, 256.

l&E. George Squier, Nicaragug; Its People, Scenery,
Monuments,lggg the Propogsed Interoceanic Canal (2 vols.,
New York, 1552), II, 227..

LIbid., 245.

L.

L
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[in.1851. by Orville Childs, surveying for the Vanderbilt |
canal company..

Squierts Nicaraguas is a sprightly, informative, self-
vindicating book.. As Charles Eliot Norton told Squier,

"It is a complete reflex of yourself, full of spirit, talent,
énimation, enthusiasm, & now & then come in a little cock-a-
doodle~doism." It was also timely--"It is a great success,--
you. have hit the public ear on its very timpanium"--and as a
result it sold very weli. > The first edition of 1,200
coples (for which Squier received $1.30 a copy) sold before
the end of 1852, and another edition was brought out in 1853
under the title Iravels ig Centrgl America, Particularly in
ggggggggg.lz A third edition, slightly revised, appeared in
1860.

After 1853 Squierts primary interests shifted, because
of the railway project, from Nicaragua to Honduras. From
March to December, 1853, Squier was in Central America nego-
tiating for. the railway charter, examining the route, and
exploring parts of Honduras and El Salvador. He traversed
the entire route from the Bay of Fonseca to the Bay of Hon-
duras, and after conversing with. government offlicials in
Santa Rosa, in the western part of Honduras, he wént on to
visit the ruins of Copén and returned to the Bay of Fonseca
via. the principal. cities of El Salvador.

Upon his return to New York Squier immediately set to

léyorton to Squier, January 19, 1852, Squier Papers,
Iibrary of Congress.

lz"Agreement between E. Geo. Squier. . . . and MessTd,
D. Appleton & €9 of New York, Publishers," November l, 1851,
L?quiar Papers, Middle American Research Instliute. N

Reproduced with permission of the copvright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



145

_r;ork aon. the first of three reports on the rallway projsct.. 1
Within;a month he published the modestly entitled pamphlei
Preliminary Notes to a Report on the Proposed Honduras Inter-
aceanic Railway. It was issued "for the information. solely
of the. Assoclates" who had supported. the. expedition, while
Squier and J effer;z' worke}d on. a more extenslive report. The
pamphlet. consists of a map of the line of the road sketched
by Squier and extracts of letters from Squier to Edwards
and from Jeffers to Squier.. It contains no hint of the
important political questions discussed by Squier and Cabaiias,
nor doses it refer to the.aid rendered the Honduras government.
by the caompany.. Qf course it. finds. the route "much. the best
and most favorable line of communication. between the seas.“l8

Several montha later, after Edwards' return from Hon-

duras with. the ratification. of the charter, Squier issued a
more detalled repori callsd Hondurgs Interoceanic Rallways
Preliminary Report. It was called "préliminary“ because
Lieutenant Jeffers "“almost immediately after his return to
the United States, was ordered to. the Brazil Squadron! and
"his complete report. has not yet been.r.et.xe:l.ved.f'l9 In the
éixty—thraeenaga paumphlet. Squier describes the fop_ography
of the. Line of the road by sections and includes data com-
piled by .Ieffers.' on.Puerio Caballos and the. Bay of Fonseca.
He also. discusses the lssues of avallable labor and supplies,
and compares the. Honduras route with.the other isthmian

lBE. Gebrge Squier, Preliminary Notes to a Heport on
the. Proposed Honduras Interoceanic Hgllway (New.York, 135k},
3.

lgE.. Gsorge Squier, ;_b_ngu_r_ﬁu teroceanic Railways
lfreliminary Report (New. York, 1 .%,, B

-
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riputes. According to Squler's calculations the Honduras ]
zoute would save New York-to~San. Francisco. passengers 500
miles over the Nicaragua route and 1000 miles over the.
Panama route.. The Tehuantepec route, admittedly as short
as. the Honduras route, is dismissed because of its lack of
20 In conclusion Squier writes:

I unhesitatingly claim for the proposed route,
yia Honduras, in respect not only of distance, but
in freedom from detentions and delays resulting from
bad ports, adverse winds, and frequent changes, a

clear and emphatic superiority over all routes which
haveafeen proposed across the Central American Isth-

ports .

A third report was published in 1857, while Squier was
in Burope attempting to attract Buropean investors to the
project.. The only distinguishing features of this report
(in comparison with the earlisr ones) were the addition of
an endorsement of the railway by Admiral Robert Fitz-Roy of
the British navy and the addition of material on distances.
from England to the Far Easf via. Honduras.22 Another pamphlet
on the railway project, in the form of a letter fo the pro-
visional directors of the contemplated British company,
appeared in late 1856. It contains a history of Squier's
efforts in behalf of the enterprise, including his attempts
to. setitle the Bay Islands dispute, and outlines a proposal
to sell the charter and its privileges to interested British

gquier, Honduras Interoceanic Rgilways Preliminary
Report, 3""’“"'3.

ﬂm. ’ 35-

225quier, States of Central America, 773; Bancroft,
Central America, 111, 263 n..

L -
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Mcapitalists,®3 B

Squlier was in New Ybrk.for a total of seventeen months
between his return from the Honduras exploration and his
mission to Burope. During that time, besides compiling the
two. railway reports and writing three articles, he published
two. significant books. The first was a novel--Waikna; or

- Adventures on the Mosquito Shore--and the second was a survey
of the states of Honduras and El Salvador.

Waikna, Squierts first and only novel, and a highly
successful one, combines fiction with polemics. It is an
engaging tale of a young artist who, upon being put out of
work as a portrait painter by the death of his subject, sets
out for the Mosquito Shore. Yfor study énd inspiration."ah
The hero blunders through a number of narrow escapes from
shipwreck and flood to Indian attacks, always aided by his
faithful Indian servant Antonio, who turns out to be of
royal Maya descent. Jaurneying to Bluefields by sea, the
travelers make their way along the Mosquito Shore by foot
and boat until they reach the. Segovia River, where they furn
inland. They return to the ccast, afier numerous encounters
with Indians, some friendly, some hostile, by way of the.
Patuca River, and end their wenderings at Roatéan Island.

23E George Squier, Communjcgtion from E, G, Sguier,

ELg&, and éttornez of the Grgntees and Pro rie ors _;
er of the Honduras Ig erocegg}c Railwgy G ) to
€ Ero§:§50%§l D ectors of the in Great
ndon, y 1=1%,

This is a reviewer's interpretation., The author him-
self did not.explain why the young artist went to the Mosquito
Shore. See. %grger‘s Hew Monthly Magazine, LXIII (August,

18, 404 B, G S t the
55&1 (Nggyggrkguigiés ﬂf%gﬁgf or Apdventures on the

L _
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r Withoui ever. having besn. to the Mosquito Shore, excepi:.m|
at. San. Juan, Nicaragua and Qmoa; Honduras, Squler. manages. to.
give.Waikna an air of authenticity. The narrative includes
vivid descriptions of customs and ceremonies of Indian. tribes
and "glowing descriptions of the glorious forest scenery and
abourding vegetation."2? John Bozman Kerr, United States
minister to Central America after Squier, pronounced it
Hgvidently truthful" and “graphic.-"a6 nJt is not often in
fact," reported the Saturday Review, "that within the compass
of little more than three hundred pages, we have met with sc
much. entertaining, and readable matter.“ay Squiler’s story
i1s based partly on information. gleaned from conversations
with. persons who. had been. to the Shore and partly on pre-
viously published books, particularly those of Thomas Young
and Thomaa.Stréngewaxs.a8
Squier's talent for denuﬁciation, used frequently in

his career, is here directed against the Mosquito Indians.
UAltogether, the Mosquitoes," he said, "have little in their
character to commend. Their besetting vice is drunkenness,
which has obliterated all of their better traiis. Without

religion, with no idea of government, they are capricious,

255 tur ics, Litergturse, Science, gnd
sty 1T Oy 36, 1856 - f—

‘6“Miscellaneous Notes," John A. Bozman Papers, Library
of Congress.

L’ , - ), ¢

Thomas ti Resi the M itc

spare, rong maé—ﬁ—lg&mfr R et
rangeways g t Mosg%%to Shore, lgg_ggigg

the _Ta_lsz.“'x of Poygs.

L J
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rindolent, improvident, trsacherous, and given to thieving. i
All attempts to. advance their conditiion have been melancholy
failures."®’ This condemnation, not wholly without justifi-
cation, hés begen echoed by Squier's reviewers, newspapers,
and .later writers.

A high point of the story is the artist's meeting of
George William Clarence, the Mosquito King. The artist stayed
overnight'at the reslidence of a British official in Blue-
fields, unaware that the '"sloven youth" who resided with the
Englishman was not a servant but the King. Aecording to
Squier, the King "is nothing more or less than a degro, with
hardly a perceptible trace of Indian blood, and would pass
at the South. for *a likely young fellow, worth twelve hundred
dollars as a body-ser.vant.”“3Q

The judgment on the Mosqulitoes and the account of the
Mosquito.xing illustrats the principal purpose of the beok,
which.is to turn support of "Queen.Victoria's august ally of
Mosquito. into contempt."3l Other barbs of eriticism, though
mostly in a light-heartéd vein, are directed at the British
occupation. of the Bay Islands and the alleged British mal-
treatment of the Central. American.republics. Squler hoped,
by this means, to influence the British public fo. force
abandonment of British holdings in the Central &merican.
region. Irn ordsr no%i to incur British hostility to himself
and to the rallway project, however, the book, which had

22squier, Waikna, 245.
3°Ibigo , 6""0

3lSquier to parents, July 31, 1856, Squier Papers, New-
Lforknﬂistorical.Society, N

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



150
lat least two- British.editions, was published under the |
psSeudonym. of Samuel.Bard‘gg
Notes on Central Americg, the other book written between
Squiert!s exploring expedition ta'Honduras and his capital-
seekiné~trip.to.Europe,_came out in late 1855, It was immedi-
ately recognized as the most reliable source of information
on the countries it dealt with--Honduras and El Salvador--
and within a year of its publication British, Spanish, French,
and German.editidns were lssued and the second American
printing was exhausted.33 The product of Squier's tireless
pursuit of statistical data in countries where few statistics
were kept, the book was a remarkable achievement and is an
invaluable compilation of facts which has yet to be entirely
superseded.
| It is aptly described by a reviewer as '"a very inter-
esting and important statistigal report upon the topography
and resources' of the two.countries.3k' It is in. no sense &
travel account modeled after y;ggggggg;'Squier simply pre-
gents in this book as much significant data on the climate,
tohography, natural resources, products, and population of
the two countries as he was able to accumulate. Squier did

not claim that his work was definitive. "No one," he said,

328quier to parents, July 31, 1856, Squler Papers, New-
York Historical Society.

33J¢ B, Davis to. Squier, February 26, 1856, Squier
Pigers, Library of Congress; Bentley's Miscel y XXXIX
(1856), 263; London.Athgggeuéﬁ Na. iﬁ?é; ebruary 9, 1856),

161~623 e, A Critical Dictionary of lish Litera-
ture and British.gnd American Authors, II, 2215; Edwards
to.Squier, January 21, 7y Squier Papers, Hun%ington
Library.

L Bentley's Miscellany, XXX (1856}, 263. .4 N
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r;'can.be.mc:re.senszi.b:!.sa,.czlf the. defects of this memoir, and it;1
deficiencies in respect to several important subjects of in-
quiry and interest, than myself." He regarded the book as
"q point of departure for other Iinvestigators, wha by cor-
recting its errors and gradually supplying its omissions,
shall finally complete the design of presenting to. the wbrld
a. full and accurate view of . . « the various divisions of
Central America,"35
Anglophobia, a malady which.clung to. Squier's thinking
even after he made numerous English friends and his railway
project became dependent on British capital, pervades portions
of his Notes on Central America. In an appendix on the Bay
Islands, for instance, Squier claims to. have uncovered "a
gystem of aggression on the rights and sovereignty of Hon-
duras unparalleled for its persistency, and terminating in
a series of frauds which. approach the sublime of effrontery."
Great Britain.accupies the 1slands, according to. Squier, "on
pretexts so bald and fallaclous that.they gsarve only to raender
consplicuous the erimes which they were designed to.conceal.”36
It must be sald, however, that few of these outbursts occur
in the main body of the boak, which.is generally temperate
and circumspect in tone.
By 1855 Squier's ideas on the malaise of Central America
had amply developed and they find full expression for the

35E. George Squier, Notes on trgl Americ ggticu-

M.QQSHSJM_@_ TheirG
raphy, y Climgte, ngulgtion gggources, es, Pro uction S,

&C,y &Co, the Proposed Honduras Inter-Oceanic Railway
TNew York, 1855), xv.

36&1_40 s 377,
L _J
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Mfirst time in.his Noktes. In.1851, after his first visit to |
Central America, Squier believed that the "distractions" of
the five rspublics were 'not so much. to be ascribed ta the
1nsenséte passions of their people as. to foreign interventionm,
and the unfavorable. conditions which. surround them." And he
optimistically pointed. out that in. all of the republics there
was "a 1afge body of devoted, patriotic, and liberal men,
who are struggling against the popular ignorance and super-
stition . . . to vindicate the principles of self-government
and free institutions."3’ By the time Squier visited Central
America agaih he was éoming to the conclusion that the repub-
lics had abandoned the path.cf progress and were lapsing into
deciine. #I am constralned to say," he told Barrundia in
1853, "and I do it with.sorrow, that I am now less sanguine,
in. my hopes for Central.Americavthan when. I first visited
the. country, What can be expected when ignorance pervades.
the masses of a community, and selfishness, suspicion and
treachery are the characteristics of its public men?"38 In
his Notes, published two. years later, Squier was even more
pessimistics "If existing causes and conditions continue to.
operate, many years can not pass before some of these coun-
tries will have relapsed into.a state not far removed from
that in which they were found at the period of the conquest."39
_de now believed that the 1lls of Central America were
atiributable to the racial.problem. Central America's

| 3ZSquier5 Nicaragua, I, xx-xxi.

383quier to. Barrundia, June 9, 1853, Squier Papers,
Huntington Library. '

398quier, Notes on Centrgl America, 56. N

L
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raecline, according to Squier, was 'due to a grand p:t'.zau:t:j.ca.'l-._-l
misconception of the Just relations of the races.” According
to Squier's calculations, the "“inferior" races, or the In-
dians and Negroes, were steadily absorbing the superiocr® or
European element. in. Ceniral America. ©Since all miscegenation.
resulted. in. offspring "generally deficient in.physical con-
stitution, in. intellect, and in.moral restraint," the mixture
of the races in Central America was leading to.afdark futurs
:I.n:deed."'"o |

Bui Squier had a natural. and logical answer to the di-
lemme. "The only hope of Central America," he conclided,
"consists in averting the numerical.decline of its white pcpu-~
lation, and increasing that. element in the composition of its
people,"ul By the. encouragement of emigration.and coloniza~
tion, '"which.shall ultimately secure the predominance of whitae
blood," Central America could still avert the descent into
banbarism.42 Though. Squier appears ito have held sincerely
these aopinions (they underwent no appreciable change in later
years), it is no accident that Squier and his railway associatas
stood to. profit by the solution recommended. By directing
emlgration. to. Central America Squier hoped to increase the.
number of users of the projecté& failway and buyers of railway
company lands..

Hoping to. attract American and European emigrants Squier,

uosquier,,Notes on Central America, 56.

"*l1bid., 58; see also.New York Herald, January 26, 1857,
gquoting #ichel Chcvelierts review of Notes on Centrsl Americs.
in_the Journal des Debats.

ll'af‘aqu:i.er, uptesfgg.Cen:rgl Amgricg, 234%.
L _J
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rln.ggggg.gg.centrgl-gggg;gg, usually overenthusiastically B
describes Honduras! resources, For.instance, in. surveying
the country department by department, he finds all sections
of the. country abounding in silver, gold, and copper mines,
awaiting only "the touch. of intelligence, enterprise, and
cepital® to make them profitable.'3 On the other hand Squier
is to. be commended for his resitraint. He makes no attempt
to gloss over the "feeble® educational system, the "vitiated"
currency, the "eternal anarchy," nor "the free amalgamation"
of the races in Honduras.44 It 1s remarkable, in view of
his spsecial interest in the promotion of the region, that he
should have produced such. a balanced account..

While in Burope from May, 1855, to March, 1857, Squier
devoited his time to the railway project and to the Honduras
negotiations in London. Consequently he had little time left
to wriig.. The only item worthy of note published during‘this
period, other than the completed railway report, was a com-
pllation of documents--mostly correspondence beiween American
ministers to Great Britain and ILord Clarendon--on the Clayton-
Bulwer Ireaty, edited by Squier. and published in French,
gggstion-' lo-Américaine, as. the publication was entitled,
added 1little to. published information on the Central American
Question, since most 1f not all 1ts contents had been pub-
lished before in English, but it did serve perhaps to awaken.
the French.to. a realization of their interest in the isthmian.

l"3Squ:1..e;r.', Notes on. Centrgl. America, 131.
Y1bid., 55, 57, 228, 229.

L - -
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r;sgions.h5 B

After Squier's return to New York he turned his attention
to the preparaiion of his magnum opus--The States of Central
America. Though.deeply involved in the supervision of the
Trautwine surveying expedition. throughout most of the year
‘Squier worked feverishly, as always, and had the work. ready
for publication by the summer of 1858..

States of Ceniral America probably contalns more re-
liable information.on the five republics of Central America
than any work.published before Bancroft's monumental production.

- af the 1880!s., It.is not merely a revision of the previously
published Notes on Central Americg; it is rather a lengthy
extension of that book. The sections on Honduras and El
Salvador, comprising some 300 pages, are substantially the
same as the corresponding sections in the previous publication,
but with.some important additions. Up-to-date commercial
statistiics, new material on the aboriginal population, and
numerous additional lithographs distinguish the new from the
old. Secticns orn Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Guaiemala, and
Belize are entirely new, and the sectiion. on the Honduras
Interoceanic Railway, based on new data acquired by the.
Irsutwine expedition, 1s a much more authoritative statement.

The composition of the sectlons devoted to. each of the
five republics reflect Squler's personal interests and at-
titudes. Honduras, of course, draws. the most space. Counting
the section on the railway project, Honduras gets approximately

hiEm George Squier, Quesiion lo-Américgines Documents
Qfficiels échangés enire les Etgts-Unis et 1 leterre Q%P
sujet de 1'Amerique Centrale et du Lraité Clayton-Bulwer (Paris,
L .
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280 pages, almost a third of the book, and the unifying |
theme is the plethora of mines and lands awaiting adequate
transportation and skillful hands to make them productive,
Bl Salvador and Casta Rica receive two. short chapters aplece,
with physical features and aboriginal. inhabitants featured
in the section on El Salvador. and commercial statistics and
foreign colonization proqects emphasized in. the section on
Costa Rica. The 100-page portion on Nicaragua contains
graphic descriptions of customs and habits of the people, a
lengthy account of the mysterious Guatuso Indians (but very
little on. other Nicaraguan.Indians), and an analysis of the
failure of the Nicaragua canal project. Iwo of the four
chapters on.Guatemala. are concerned with contemporary Guate-
mala--its topography, productions, population, and commerce--
and the other two. consist primarily of an historical account
of the attempts to subdue the Itz4 and Lacandén Indians.

For Honduras, El Salvador, and Nicaragua Squier relles
primarily on his own observations for information, for he
had traveled extensively in each of those countries., Hse had
not visited either Guatemala or Costa Rica, however, and for
information. on those countries he depends on such authors as
John L. Stephens, Arthur Morelet, Robert G. Dunlop, and John
Baily, whose books are all quoted, with acknowledgeizent, by
Squier.

Squier's attitudes toward each of the five republics
dao not stand out or dorinate the narrative., ©Squier the.
acholar is notably successful in restraining his subjectiﬁe
judgments and confining himself to a methodical presentation
of facts. Nevertheless, prejudices in favor of the three
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r;niddle states and againsi the. tiwa peripheral states are B
discernible, Honduras, of course, is "liberal in politics
and religion" and looks to the United States to help in
“repelling those prejudices" emanating from "demagogues in
Mexico and Gu':al’cemalzax."q'6 Nicaragua's constitution "is
thoroughly republicanfin its proviﬁions e« « o 8nd needs.
only.toskeifaithfully administered to meet all the purposes
of a sound political organization." "If it does not do
this," he continues, "the causes of its failure lie else-
where--in the circumstances of the people.““7 El Salvador,
Squier asserts, ‘''possesses, beyond question, the most en-
lightened populaﬁion and most liberal government of any of
the Central American s.tates."l+8
hand, “could have good roads and buildings . . . but, like

childr;n, they rebel against the patlient exertion which is

Costa Ricans, on the other

necessary to secure them."49 For the people of Guatemala
Squier. reserves his severést epithets. He claims that fhey
lack "education, enterprise, and habits of industry" and
that ;:hey are "“bigoted" and "conceited." "In short," he
concludes, "the whole éovernment, in its principles, spirit,
and practice, is reactionary in the extreme, and it is dif-
ficult to. say if political selfishness or religious bigotry

463. George Squier, The Stales of Central Americg; Iheir
Geography, Iggggggggx,,élimgte, Population, Resources, Pro= -
%uct;ons, Commerce, Polifical Organizations, Aborigines, etc.,
_c..i.NW‘ ’ 58:27'0

#/Ibid,, W16,
¥81pia,, 312,
"*bid., 477,
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[be. the leading element.in its composition,n?0 i
Probably the greatest defect of the book is the absence

of comment on.political. affairs. It is difficult to concelve
of a book on Central America published in 1858 containing noi
a. single reference to Willliam Walker, whose exploits in Nica-
ragua were front-page news the world cver. Yet Squier, who,
in the introduction, states that his book is partly an answer
to the need for information created by the "startling events
in Nicaragua,“Sl does not mention Walker once in the text.
The evasion of the Walker issue is perhaps to be atiributed
to. the problem the filibuster created for Squier. Squler be-
lieved that Nicaragua would ultimately fall to United States
control, and theoretically he could not disapprove of what
appeared to be Manifest Destiny with Walker as the agent,
But on the other had he could not approve of Walker for Walker
was creating a situation. harmful--because alarming to capital-
ists-~to the Honduras railway project. Squdler evaded the
problsm, along ﬁith.any other problems that might have arisen
:;om his expressed opinions of Central American political )
leaders, by remaining silent. The only political. figure dis-

 cussed in the 782-page book 1s Carrera, who is unflinchingly
denounced as a vain, avaricious, bloodthirsty tool of the.
C&:«.uu;'ch.52

Between books Squier kept the public's attention on

Central America with several popular articles. An article

Osquier, States of Central America, 517, 518, 516.
5112;g.; Xe
%2Ibid., 515.
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r;n the port of San Juan, describing the changes which had -
taken place since his 1851 article on the same subject,
appeared in December, 185#.53‘ UNicaragua; an.Exploratlon:
from Ocean to Ocean," following\soon after, tells of Squier's
tedp from San.duan to the Bay of Fonseca in 1853.2* In 1859
Harper's New Monthly Magazine published "The Volcanos of
Centraipgmerica,“ which describes the.principal isthmian
volcanoes, so faf.aa they were known, and recounts some of
the. attempts to climb them.55 Another article, "Hunting a
Pass,! relating the search for a gap in the mountains of
Hondufas,,was designed to appear serially in the Atlantic
Monthly, but after the second installment it was dropped,
indicating that public interest in Central America had begun.
to laxg.s6
urass Descriptive, Historical, and Statistical,-
published in 1870, is Squiert*s last. attempt to draw public
attention. to contemporary Central America.57 Most. of it is
taken from States, but there are a few changes. Some of the
uncomplimentary details concerning Honduras! financial and

educational systems have been deléted, and the story of the

3g, George Squier, "San Juan de Nicaragua," Harper's
New Monthly ine, X (December, 1854}, 50-61.

5hE~ George Squier, "Nicaragua; an Exploration fram
Ocean to Ocean," ibid., XI (October, 1855), 577-90; (Novem-
ber, 1855), 74im63.

55E...George Squier, "The Volcanos of Central America,"
1bid., XIX (November, 1859), 739-62.

56g, George Squier, "Hunting glPass:( A.iﬁetigégf
Tropical Adventure," Atlantic Monthly, V (April, 1 ’
447=-57; VI (July, 1860), o B8

57E. George Squier, Honduras; Descriptive, Historical,
and Statistical (London, 1370}.. |

L= J
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[railway project is brought up to. date.. Most remarkable, :Ln_J
view of the completion of the transcontinental railway within.
the borders of the United States the year before, is the
steadfastness of Squier's faith 1n‘ the Honduras railway,
which in the 1860's passed from his control. Squier claims
that the transcontinental railway "is rather a political than.
a commercizl undertaking" and that"'it. can_never compete with.
the sea routwu yi§ the Isthmus of Honduras. "8

3 8squier, Honduras, 262. , ]
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CHAPTER VI
AUTHORs CENTRAL AMERICAN. SCHOLAR

Squier's. writings on.Central America involve several
modern. academic disciplines, all of which.have benefited to
gome extent from his work, Specialists acknowledge indebted-
ness.tOHSquier‘s pioneering efforts in the fields of history,
geography; and anthropology, though it is probable that no
modern scholar would venture to say that Squler made a single
great historical, geographical, or anthropological contribu-
tion to present-day knowledge. of Ceniral America. Neither
would many modern writers venture to.label any of Squier's
works on Central America as a “classic" or as a ‘'standard,"
terms not infrequenily used to.describé;ggcient Monuments.
Yot in all of these fields, and especially in. anthropology,
Squier made contributions which, when considered collectively,
meke Sguier an outstanding pionéer.in the study of Central
America.

Squiert!s works in the field of lhistory may still be
profitably consulted for a quick review of Central American
history but they no longer command the attentlion of scholars.
In Nicaragug and in States of Central America, Squier sum-
marized the history of the Republic of Central America from
its independence until the 1850's, drawing largely from the

Lforks of Bobert G. Dunlop, Frederick. Crowe, and John L. N
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rétephens- While for the most part his history, was accurate—1
as. to. facts, it contained nothing original and it was decided-
ly biased. in. favor of the Liberal. interpretation of Central
American. history. To. Squier the Liberal leader Francisgg-
Morazén. "was the impersonation of progress and freedom, the
idol of a republican and lawfully constituted soldiery," while
the Conservative leader Rafael Carrera was the impersonation
"of retrogradation and tyranny, and the blind leader of fanatic
and tumuliuous hondes{énimated by hate and lust, and eager for
pillage, revenge, and murden."l
bias distorted Squier'*s historical. writing evenlfurthe#;
Squier did not deal extensively with the history of the

Conquest or. of the colonial period, but in his books and in

The ever=-present anti-British

various articles he touched on these subjecis. In promoting
the. Honduras railway praoject. he wrote of the conquest of Hon-
duras and of the establishment of Honduran towﬁs, but. his
primary interest was to. show that the conquistadores and
their first descendants had found the Honduras isthmian route
and had recognized its potential usefulness.

His search for documentation of early Spanish interest
in the Honduras route led Squier to accumulate coples of as-
sorted valuable documents from the Spanish.archives, acquired
through. his friend Buckingham Smith, who as a United States
diplomatic official in Spain had himself become interested
in Spanish. American. history. Later Squier hired Pascual. de
Gayangos to. search for and copy other Spanish archival

lsquier, Nicaragua, II, 428-29.
L | _
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163 .
r;atenials.a' By the late 1850's, as the fallure of the an——1
duras Interoceanic Railway Company was becoming increasingly
apparent, Squier's interest gradualiy broadened. Hs began. to
collect Spanish documents dealing not only wilth Hondunas,.but
with all of Central America and Mexico as well. He envisioned
a grand scheme of translating and. publishing these valuable
documents for the benefit of scholars all over the world, In.
what was to be a "collection.of Rare and Original Dacuments
Concerning the.Discovery and Conquest of America, Chiefly
from the Spanish. Archives,! Squier intended to translate and
publish. various "relaciones'" from Diego.de Pa;acios, Gil
Gonz&lez D&vila, Pedro de Alvarada, Pedrarias Divila, and
3

others. 0f course there was no hope of making money from
such.a project; Squier haped only "to meet the cost of pre-
serving the valuable records of Spanish achievement in America'
by relying on. the "great reading public of Europe and America."u
Squier's optimism, as so frequently happened in his career,
outstripped reality, for the Ygreat reading public" did not
support his worthy venture. Only one of his "Collection of

Rare and Original Documents" was published: (Cartg girigigg
al Bey de Espafia por el Dr. Don Diego de Palacios, Oydor dor"@.g;s

2pascual de Gayangos to Squier, Juns 21, 1867, Squier
Papers, Library of Congress. Hubert H. Bancroft purchased
maig ofJgggéa dgcumﬁnts in 1876 when. Squier's libr%ry was
sold., » Caughey, Hubert Howe Bancroft: Historian of
the West (Berkeley and,Los Angeles, 19%8), /6.

3E. George Squier Carig dirijids de Espafia
Audienc

or
el Dr, Don Diego de acios, dor de ig Bagl ig de
Gnatemala Ano ZNew 1v, Las Novedades

de Madrid Madrid, September 28, 1860, clipping . Squier Papers,
Middle American Research Institufe..

%Unidentified and undated clipping in ibid.
L _
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régg;‘Aggiancig de Guatemala, Afio 1576. It. contained Palacigls
account of the ruins of Copén.and of the native inhabitants of
the area around Copén. As the only detailed description of
this area written in the sixteenth century it is of great in-
terest to ethnologists and archaeologists. An archaeological
work. published in. 1938 reprinted five pages of the Carta
dirijids sl Rey,’ indicating that Squier performed a lasting
service to students of the Copén area by unearthing and pub-
lishing Palacio's letter. |

Two interesting historical articles, written by Squler
in 1848, reveal that he had read a good deal about the Spanish.
Caonquest even before he received his diplomatic appointment to
Central America. One is entitled "Gold Hunting in California,
in the Sixteenth.Century." The primarx.purpose of the article
was apparently to amuse tﬁe gold-mad public by pointing out
that it had all happened before when. Coronado probed tha in-
terior of the.Nofth.American continent in the sixteenth cen-
tury searching for riches. Strangely enough, however, despite
the title, the emphasis was not on the Spanish search for
gold, but. the Spanish accomplishment in exploring the American
Southwes.t.6 The second article, "New Mexico. and California,"

continued the same theme, Squier marveled at the extent of

Z4illiam Duncan Strong, Alfred Kidder, II, and A. J.
Drexel Paul, Jr., Preliminary Report on the Sm Smithsonian

siitution-Harvard Universit Arch 20.l0 1tion to
hwe tern H EEE wasmton, l93§§ %I 16.
chae

also. Da tona, of Centr g;.ggg gutgern
("Papers of the Peabody Museum of Archaeology and

Et gy, .Harvard University," Vol. XLIX, No. 33 Cambridge,
1957),.

68, George Squier, "Gold Hunting in California, in the
Sixteenth Century," American Review, III, n.s. (January,

I_lS‘i-9) s 8488, . N
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r:°»panish exploration. “within fifteen. years after Cartez sn:tb--—-I
verted the Empire of‘Montezuma," and "nearly one hundred years
before the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth."7 He was rare among
nineteenth-century writers in his emphasis on Spanish achieve-
ments rather. than on Spanish.greed for gold.

In the 1850's, when Squier began writing about Central
America, the region, geographically, was virtually unknown.
Maps were available but they were full of inaccuracies and
guesswork, Squier was not far wrong in sfating that "“the
latest maps, some of which are sufficiently pretentious, are
for the most part conjectural, and the geographical features
which. they indicate are wholly inapplicable to the country
which they profess to,represen,t."8 Squier did a grea% deal
to. increase geographical.knowledge of the area, especially
in. Honduras and El Salvador. He drew maps of the interior
of Honduras and El Salvador, presented upeto-datq.information.
on. the mineral and agricultural resources of the region, and
described in detail the climate and topography of all the
regions he visited. As late as 1938 it could be said: "Al-
though. perhaps unduly optimistic on some points, Squier's
various reports remain the best general geogravhic descrip-

tion of Honduras."9 Few works published since Squier's time

7E. George Squier, "New Mexico and California: The An-
cient Monuments, and the.Aboriginal, Semi-Civilized Nations
of New Mexico. and California; with an Abstract of the Early
Spanish Explorations and Conquests in. Those Regions, Partiicu-
larly Those Now Falling Within the Territory of the United
States," Americyn Review, II, n.s. (November, 1848), 517.

8Sduiar, States of Central America, xii.

Pstrong, Kidder, and Paul, Preliminary Report on Archaeo-
logical Expedition fo Northwestern Honduras, 3 n.

L ' -
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ripovided as much.general geograpuical information on Centrai]
America as did his States of Central America, a book which
included most of the geographical data he had accumulated in
eight years of intermittent study and exploration of the
region.
Some geographical articles were written after the publi-

cation of States of Central Americg. Squier's article on
Lake Yojoa in Honduras, which appeared in the Journal of the

Roval Geographical Society of London in 1860, was the first
complete description of that'lake, which, according to Squier,
had never. appeared on.maps of Central America beforse 1850.10
In. 1938 this article was regarded as "still the authority"
on. Lake Yodoa.ll' Other writings by Squier of a geographical.
nature include an article on the volcanoes of Central‘America,
one on "The Unexplored Bsgions‘of Central America" (primarily
on.the Petén), and an unpublished memoir sent to the State
Department on the Nicaragua canal route.lz" Some segments of
his'gigggg of Central AgérICQ dealing with geography appeared
separately in the French reviews Bulletin de lag Societé de

lQE. George Squier, "Some Account of the Lake of Yojoa
‘or. Taulebé, in Honduras, Central America," Journal of the
Boyal Geographical Society of on, XIiI (ggaﬁg, =53,

1lstrong Kidder, and Paul, Preliminary Report on Ar-
chaeological Expedition to Northwestern Honduras, & n.

laSquier, "The Volcanos of Central. America," Harper's
nguyggig%ﬁ Magazine, XIX (November, 1859), 739-62; E. George
Squier, "The Unexplored ngions of Ceniral America," Histori-
c zine, IV (March, 1860), 65-67. An expanded version
o e ter. article, with.the same titile, appeared in
Putnam's Magazine, II, n.s. (November, 1868), 549-61. E.
George-Squier, "QObservations on the Route of the Proposed
Canal. across the Isthmus of Nicaraguas With Notices of the
Resources Climate &c & of the Country." The latter is a 72-
page memoir sent to. Secretary of State Clayton October 10,
L}8h9. Diplomatic Despatches, Guatemala, II, National Archives.
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régggggpg;g and Nouvelles Anngles de !ozgges.13 1

The science of anthropology in Squier's time was at an
early stage of its developmenit. Few rulss had been laid down
for its practice and few men devoted their. scholarly efforts
solely to anthropological studiess. Yet versatile scholars
were. gradually enlarging the world's knowlsdge of mankind
through. the discovery and examination of artifacts (archaeolo-
gy), and the comparison.of peoples (ethnology), races (physical
anthropology), and languages (linguistics). Squier made vary-
ing contributions to all of these branches of anthropology.

Squier®s reputation.aé.a.discoverez~of artifacts and
archaeological sites, earned as a result of his studies in
Ohio, led his sclentific friends to expect him to duplicate
his previous feats in Central America. S@ephens' rediscovery
of Maya.cities in Guatemala and Yucatan had opened up vast
possibilities of more extensive exploration. for new sites
and for more systematic study of old ones. Squier was expected
to provide detalls of the anclent Central American civilizations
publicized by Stephens. Much.to the disappointment of many
of his scientific friends, who. were. shocked at his becoming
inwolwed,in.ﬁan intemperate species of diplomatic action,"
Squier was unable to do in Central America what he had done
in onto.™ His diplomatic quties were so heavy that little.
time remained for exploration.and systematic measurement of

13ggfael. Heliodoro Valle, "Ephraim George Squier (Notas
bio-bibliogréficas) " Memorias y Revista de Soc;edgd Cient{-

%;Ljy z te," XL IOctober, 1922), 3 Frank Squier
ede..), A ect on of Books. Seitz, Latters ‘#rom Pgrkman
to Squier, 55; Rafael Hosseairo \’ralle, Bibliogragis Mava

(Hexica C:Lty, n.d.), 306.

, IHNew Orleans Delta, December. 31, 1849.
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rE:entralﬂAmerican.sites. Furthermore the exigencies of 1
Anglo-American isthmian rivalry compelled Squier. (o» so he
thought) to. remain in the countries of Nicaragua and El Salva-
dor, territories which happened to be outside the fringe of
the great Maya civilization. Thus Squier was not able to
continue the studies of the Maya that Stephens had so ably
marked out.

Nevertheless Squier did not idly yearn for destiny to
take him to the centers of Central American prehistoric civili-
zation; he began immediately to. explore the area in which he
found himself. Squier observed, upon entering the city of
Lebn, Nicaragua in July, 1849, that a statue, apparently
carved out of stone by the ancient inhabitants, occupied a
prominent spot in the principal plaza of the city. He early
resolved to visit the island from which it came, Momotombito,
in Lake Managua. On.July 26 Squier set out to explore the
island, ac;oﬁpanied by his artist, by a Nicaraguan priest,
and by the United States consul in Leén, Joseph.Livingston,
They spent part of one day on the island and found numerous
stone statues which were still held, according to Squier, in
some reverence by the Indians., Instead of exploring what
sesmed to be an extensive archaeological site Squlier directed
his efforts to getting the largest statue, along with some
other fragments, aboard the small bongo and back to the shore
of the.lake.l5 The stone statue and the fragments were carted

to. the poft of Realejo, and from there they were shipped

1Jsquier, Nicaragua, I, 301-303, 313-17.
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Maround Cape Horn.to Washington and the Smithsonian Institu- |
tion.l6 Other artifacts, some brought to him by friendly
Nicaraguan Indians, were donated to the New-York Historical
Society.17

The negotiation of the canal contract and the Squier
treaty and the Tigre crisis kept Squier busy for the next
few. months. DBut as soon as a lull in his rivalry with. Chat-
field occurred, Squier planned a more extensive archaeological
expedition. He had heard that more stone statues were located
on.the islands of Pensacola and Zapatero in Leke Nicaragua and
in December, 1849, he set out with his troop to visit them.
One day's exploration on Pensacola resulted in the discovery
of only-one sizable statue, which the crew set upright for
the artist to draw. Next day, on Zapatero Island, Squier
discovered a cluster of mounds in an advanced state of decay
and about twenty stone statues resembling those of Momotombito
and Pensacola scattered about among the mounds. All of the
Zapatero statues were set upright for the artist to draw and
Squier drew a plan (though he praovided no scale) showing the
location of the mounds and statues.l8

On .another archaeological excursion Squier visited Lake.
Nihapa, near Granada, Nicaragua, and examined some paintings
or carvings on the rock cliffs overhanging the lake. One

painting, Squier observed, was of a plumed serpent coiled to.

16David I. Brown to Squier, May 31, 1850, Squier Papers,
f%brary of Congress; Ngiiongl Intelligencer, February 16,

17¢rancis Parkman to Squier, November 18, 1849, in

Séitz, Letters from Pgrkmsn to Squier, 25.
18

L SQuier, Nicaragua, II, 33-57. N
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r;esemble;thexsun.. To Squier they seemed "precilsely in the 1
style and of the character. of those found in the ancient
Mexican and Guatemalan“MSS."lQ Later investigators could.
find no tracs of the mysterious paintings.zo
Rumors reported in the newspapers that Squier had dis-

covered "an ancient city, buried beneath the forest . . . which
_;anAsurpésses the architectural wonders of Palenque' apparently
stemmed from exaggerated reports of the Zapatero.site..zl
Squier wrote lengthily of his discoveries to John R. Bartlett,
who read excerpts from Squier's letters before the New-York
Historical Society and the American Ethnological Socisty,
but. Squier made no unusual claims concerning the statues or
the. Zapatero site.22 In fact he did not attempt to analyze
what he had found at all, even in his book Nicaragua, pub-
lished two years later. In. Nicarggua and in "Observations
on. the Archaeology and Ethnology of Nicaragua," a lengthy
article published by the AmericanAEthnological’Society, he
described as fully as he could the stone statues that he had

found and he reproduced drawings of them.?3 He said that one

198qu1er, Nicaragua, I, 403-410.

2OﬁHubert.H. Bancroft, The Native Races of the Pgcific
States of North America (5 vols., New York, 1874-1876), IV, 38 n.

21New.0rleans Delta, November 5, 18493 New Orleans Price-
Current, October 31, 1839; New Orleans Crescent, October 29,

225quier to John.R. Bartlett, October 10, 1849, in Lon-
don. Literary Gazette, January 19, 1850; Bartlett to Squier,
October 23, December 10, 1849, Squier éapers, Library of
Congress.,.

23Squier, Nicaragua, 11, 58-663 E. George Squier, "Obser-
vations on the Archaeology and Ethnology of Nicaragua,™ in.
Transactions of the American Ethnological Society, III (1853),

L_ll9-23 . _l

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



171
r;f the statues reminded him of the "ornamental f.'eathxerwc»rk._-I
so common. in. the: ancient monumeﬁts of Mexico, Yucatan, and
Central America," but he was careful not to make a posltive

statement concerﬁing thelr originrah

The mounds of Zapatero,
he thought, were "like those of Mexico," but he made no com-
ment. on the relative importance of the site.25 On. the whole
Squierts account of hls discoveries was admirably cautious
and reétrained.

Few scholars have since commented on.Squier's findings.
J. F, Bransford, a medical officer in the United States Navy
who accompanied a surveying expedition. to Nicaragua in 1876,
saw some of the. statues described by Squier but did not ap-
'bréciably alter Squier's account. He concentrated on Nicaraguan.
pottery fragments of his own discovery. In contrasi to Squier,
Bransford noted liftle Maya or Aztec influence in Nicaraguan
antiquities; he thought the fragments and stone statues he
saw. were made by people akin to South American.Indians,26 the
professional archaeological opinion hield today. Carl Bovallius
conducted a more thorough. examination. of Nicaraguan archaeology
in the 1880's, He corrected some of the detalls of Squier's
descriptions, described some statues and ceramic objects that
Squier had neglected, and referred to Squier's "splendid work"

as the first to deal with. Nicaraguan archaeolog&.zy S. K.

Mgquier, Nicarapus, I, 322.
25

?Ibid., II, 57.

26J. ¥. Bransford, Agchgeologicgl Researches in Nicaragua
(Washington, 1881), 81.

L -
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rioihrop,,the.onlg‘twentieth-century m-:i.i:er..'t:cx,.commem:,exten_-_I
sively on the Nicaraguan stone statues, acknowledged Squier's
ploneering work in calling attention to archaeclogical. sites
in.tha;fringe areas of Maya civilization. ILothrop concluded
that the statues were of Chorotegan origin and definitely were
not made by Aztecs or Maxas428
When. Squier visited Central America for a second time, in
1853, his main interest was promotional. He wished to estab-
lish the feasibility of the Honduras railway route and to ne-
gotiate with the government of Honduras for the right to cross
the country. Still, archaeology seems never to have been far
from his mind, for.heﬂdevotéd part of his time to the explora-
tion.of archaeological. sites in.Honduras and El Salvador, a
"region on. the fringe of the great Maya civilization, and like.
Nicaragua, largely unexplored archaeologically. One Honduras
site which had already been visited by Stephens--Copén--happen-
ed to be near the temporary location of the Honduras govpnnmeht
in the summer of 1853. After talking with Cabafias. in Santa Rosa
Squier. visited Copén briefly as he made his way by muleback io
ElL Salvador. Hls abservations on this important site, published
in Notes on Central America in 1855, added little to Stephens®
detailed account, published fourteen years earlier. Other
sites, however, were explored for the first time by Squier. In
the Comayagua Valley, an area now. recognized as the meeting
ground of Maya and Lenca culiures, Squier discovered the remains
of several aboriginal cities whose exlstence had long been for-

gotten,

285, X. Lothrop, "The Stone Statues of Nicaragua,'™
American Anthropologist, XXIII, n.s. (July-September, 1921):J
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M Most important of the Comayagua Valley rulns were thos;-l
of Tenampfa, visited by Squier. in June, 1853. Squier drew no
plans of the 300 to 400 "terraced, truncated pyramids of
various sizes," but his description, though brisf, was so
complete that éancroft, who relied ﬂéavily on. Squier in his
discussion of Nicaraguan and Honduran antiquities, drew a
plan of Tenampla based on. Squier?'s information.29 Squier
concluded that Tenampia was primarily a. religious or cere-
monial center and secondarily a defensive site, but he only
hinted as to the identlity of the builders. According to
Squiers:
The form of the various mounds at Tenampua pre-
cludes the idea that they were used as the foundations
of dwellings. It seems quite clear that they were
either altars or sites of temples--counterparis of
those of Guatemala, Yucatan, and Mexico, and of a
large portion of those found in the Mississippi
Valley, with.all of which they accurately coinclide
in the principles of their construction.
Fragments of pottery found at Tenampla were pronounced by
Squier to be "identical with. those of Palenquse. and Yucatan."
#Some of them," he sald, "were exact counterparts of figures
in the Dresden Ms,"3°

Later research has shown . .that Squier was correct in
calling Tenampla a religious and defensive center and not

a residential city, but that he probably erred in placing

0g, George Squier, "Ruins of Tenampfia, Honduras, Central
America," in. Proceedings of the Hisorical Society of New-York
(New York, 1853), 1-8; Bancroft, Natlye Races, I, 73-77. In
‘the section. of Vol. IV, Antiguifies, deallng with the archae-
alogy and ethnology of Honduras, Nicaragua, and El Salvador
(approximately 90 pages) Bancroft cited Squier on nearly every

page. ibid., IV, 23 ff,

308qpier, "Bnins of Tenampfa," in. Proceedings of ihe
Historical Society of New-York, 7.

L ‘ -
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r;o much. emphasis on resemblances to Maya culture. Dorothy 1
Popenos, who referred to the Tenamptia article "by the learned
and brilliant E. G. Sguisz" as "the first authentic account
of this site," visited Tenampfia in.1928. She agreed with
Squier that Tenampfia was primarily a defensive and religious
eenter but she concluded that artifacts found there were.not
characteristic of Maya culture.3l Doris Stone, who has investi-
gated archaealogical sites all along the route of the Honduras
railway, including-the Comayaguﬁ.valley, has shown that Tenam-
pGa. was influenced by at least three separate. cultures. It
can be described, she said, as. “a combination of Maya, Lenca,
and possibly Mexican influence with marked traits of a southera
and eastern Central American. character.' The pottery frag-
ments collected by Squier, she said, were not Maya but of a
type found in Nicaragua and Costa Rica.32 |
Though. writers on Central. American archaeology criticize
Squier on minor points they agree that he was the first to
call attention.to the archasological importance of El Salvador

and the Comayagua Valley in Honduras.33 Squier, thinking in

31Dorothy hes. Po
r Popenos, The Buins of Iengmpdg Ho_ﬂﬁ:.a_a
(Washington, 1936). This pam?hlet was taken from th; Smith-

sonian.Report for 1936, pp. 599~72, and published separately.
See. also Daniel F. Rubin.de la Borbolla and Pedro. Rivas

ggﬁg%z Monumentos histéricos y arguelégicos (Mexico Ciiy;_-r
19533, 2.

5 5223tone, Ihe Archgeology of Cenirgl and Southern ggggg;gg,
Ty JVe

33"Fcn a. long time--and mostly dus to the works of E. G.
Squier--it has been known that the Comayagua valley is very
rich in archaeologlcal sites,' wrote Jens Yde, wha partici-
pated in.an. archaeological. expedition. to. Honduras in. 1935.
Jensnxde,(gg ArchgeQ;ggicgl connaissance g% ygﬁggxgg%ggﬁi
Hopnduras (Copenhagen, 19, 2.. According to Stone, "Squier

«_o made tﬁe4first?scientific reconnaissance of the /Comaya-

L§h§7 valley." Stone, The Archaeology of Centrgl.ggg‘Southgfg
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[terms of an. isolated Maya center. surrounded by Indians of 1
low culture, erred in tending to identify outstanding arti-~
facts and moﬁuménts on. the edges of Maya civilization as Mayan
too., Later research has shown that Maya influence in Honduras,
Nicaragua, and El Salvador was relatively late and relatively
weak; the area Squier explored is more accurately described

as the meeting ground of the Maya culture with. the civiliza-
tions to the soE.tha But in spite of this understandable error,
Squier deserves to be recognized as the pioneer archaeclogist.
of the eastern borders of the Maya civilization.

As an etlnologist as well as an archaeologist. Squier was
as much.concerned with the customs of the contemporary Indians
and the delineation of their historical boundaries as. he was
with.the artifacts. and monuments left by their ancestors. In
the places he visited he observed with care how the Indians
dressed, worshiped, and lived. He. was particularly anxious
to compare Central American Indian. languages, and he carefully
taok down as many vocabularies as he could on a form provided
him by Albert Gallatin, president of the American Ethnological
Society.il"" wWhen he returned froin visits to Nicaragua, Honduras,

Honduras, 12. Herbert J. Spinden wrote that "Squier ssems to.
have been the first. to pay_any special attention to the an-
tiquities of the country /EL Salvadopr/."™ John M.. Longyear, III,
added, nowever, that Squier's reports on El Salvador were.
“limited to occasional brief notes, he being more concerned
with. living Indian peoples during his visit.™ Herbert J.
Spinden, "Notes on the Archaeology of Salvador,' Americ
Apthropalogist, XVII, n,s. (July-September, 1915), F49-50;
John. M,. Longyear, III, Archaso. cal Investigations in El
Salvador (“Memoirs of the.Peabody Museum of Archaealogy and
Ethnology, -Harvard University," Vol. IX, No. 2; Cambridge,
19+), 5. The heavy rsliance on Squier’s writings by such.
writers as Bancroft, Fapenoe, Yde, and Stone is evidence of
their high. regard for his work..

MBartlett. to. Squier, October 23, 1849, Squier Papers,
LI_.ibrary_ of Congress., ’ N
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r;hd El Salvador he had collected a great deal of ethnologicéﬂ
information. unavailable previously. In his general works
Squier attempted to classify thé contemporary aboriginal. in-
habitants of Central America and to.delineate boundaries for
all the various tribes. His most important ethnological obser-
vations, however, were confined primarily to the Indlans of the
three middle states--Nicaragua, Honduras, and El Salvador.

Squier. divided the Indians of Nicaragua into two cate-
goriess semi-civilized and savage. The Charotegans, Caolu-
tecans, Niquirans, and Chontales, all of whom lived on the.
Pacific side of Nicaragua and all of whom Squier had personally |
observed, were classed by Squier as semi-clvilized; the various
tribes on.the Mosquito Coast he classed as savage.. In "Obser-
vations on the Archaeology and Ethnology of Nicaragua" Squier
described in detail. the appearance, manners, governmental.
organization, religious practices,. and work.habits of the
Pacific Coast Indians he had observed.3? He took thirty-word
samples of the vacabularies of six different tribes, and from
at least two. Nicaraguan. tribes he got much larger samples.
Though: he was able to give linguistic proof of the Nahua
origin of the Niquirans and other Nicaraguan tribes, he did
not venture any positive conclusions concerning the non-Nahua

Nicaraguan languages.36 (He did suggest, however, that some

358quier, "Observations on the Archaeology and Ethnology

of Nicaragua," inl§£g§§§ctions of the American. Ethnologicagl.
Socie ’ III (1853 . 3"9 ’ 12)""' ,8.0

361p1d., 99-119.. Squier's linguistic proof of the Nahua
origin :ﬁdsgme of the Nicaraguan tribes was aigeﬁf;g by Cyrus
Thomas ohn R. Swanton, Indiagn Languages of Mexico
Central America and their éeogrgghiegl Distribution-KWagﬁghg-
ton, 191115 s / 8,‘. ‘
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rai.the.Nicaraguanxplace-names.resembled those of Peru.) In |
Wailng he. surveyed, at second hand, the manners of the less

advanced coastal tribes,

The Indians of Honduras and El Salvador came under Squier's
notice while he explored for the proper route of the Honduras
railway in 1853, Although.States of Central America contained
a brief account of all Central. American Indians from Costa
Rica to Guatemala, the Indians of the Comayagua Valley in.
Honduras. and of central EL Salvador received more extensive
and more authoritative treatment., While in Honduras Squler
gathered information. about. the Lenca, Jicaque, agd Guajiquerc
Indians,_uho had remained more or less remote from the eyes
of scisentifically minded observers since the Conquest. His
writings furnished the first reliable datg.concerning these
Indians.. According to. Popenoce, "the name Lenca was first
applied scientifically" to the iﬁhabitanta of the Comayagua
Valley “by B. G.. Squief."37 "We owe to . . . Mr. E. G. Squier,"
said an.early authority on Indian languages, Daniel G. Brinton,
"vocabularies of all four dialects /of the Lenca Indiang/ and
an interesting description of the preseni condition. of the
stock."38 Stone, writing in 1957, accepted the boundaries
of Lenca culture as drawn by Squier in 1855 with only the sug-
gestion that Lenca territory should be reduced in. extent and
moved slightly to the eastward.39 Squierts "A Visit to the

37popence, The Buins of Tenampfia, 571

Ppeniel G. Brinton, The American Races A Linguistic
Clgssification and Ethnographic Description: of the Nauive
Iribes of North and South America (Philadelphia, 1901), 160.

39Stone,,ggg Archaeology of Centrgl and Southern Hon-
L%g;gg, 116-17. Writers on.the Jicaqua Indians claim that N
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[Guajiquerc Indians," describing a cne-day visit to the Guajil
queros (probably a Lenca tribe) who lived in a remote mountain-
ous. regian about thirty miles south of Comayagua, 1s the only
extensive 'nineteenth-century account of those Indians..% A
desceription. of a Guajiquero. dance witnessed by Squier was re-
printed in its entirety by Bancroft in the 1870's and by
Stone in 1957.*%

' The Pipil Indians: of central EL Salvador had been recog-
nized by the early Spanish chroniclers as members. of the Nahua
family, but according to. Squier, no ﬁrecise- proof of their
Nghua origin had ever been adduced and no accurate boundaries
aof their territory had ever been drawn. Squier filled in.
this gap in ethnological data with his "Obssrvations on an.
Existing Fragment of the Nahual, or Pure Mexican Stock in. the
State of San.Salvador, Central. America," published in April,
1&5}{“%2. By getting a Pipil vocabulary and comparing it with.
an. Aztec vocabulary Squier claimed to. have provided the proof
of the Aztec origin of the Pipil, and by exploring the Pipil
country, he claimed to have established the boundaries of the

10,000-square-nile Pipil enclave..

Squier erred in lumping the Jicaques with the Lencas. Victor W,

Von Hagen, Ihe Jicaque (_m?_wu ru Indians o uras ("Indian
Notes. and Monographs,™ No. 533 New York, 1943 s Edward
Conzemius, "The Jicaques. of Honduras," Inte %10 1 Journal
of American. uisties, II (January, 1923), l1lé3.

‘ ’*0& George Squier, A Visit to the Guajiquero Indians,"
Harper's New Monthly Mggagine, XIX (October, 1839), 602-619.

l"lBancroft,,ygtive ces, I, 737-39; Stone, The Archae-
ology of Central and Southern Honduras, 10-12.

l*ZE. George Squier, "Observations on.an Existing Frag-
ment of the Nahual, or Pure Mexiean Stock. in the State of San
Salvador, Central America," New York Tribune, April 13, 185%.
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r In. the early phases of his scholarly career Squier waxs—1
very much. interested in the comparative religions or mythologies
of American.Indians. Before 1849 he had found time to write
three articles on myths and legends oi‘- such Indian. tribes. as
the Algonquin. and 0jibway, and he was beginning to note simi-
larities in the mythologies of North.and South. American Indians.hﬂ
By 1849 he had marked out for himself an ethnological goal--
to. help to. establish.the unity of American. Indian culture. by
showing the similarity of their religious beliefs. As he A
saw. it. other scientists were. establishing beyond doubt that
all American Indians came from. the same source and belonged
to the same family, despitie the unylelding opposition of men
wha still believed that various migrations from diverse. direc-
tions were responsible for the presence of man in America.
Samuel. G.. Morton, according to Squier, had shown through his
craniclogical studies that the Indians from Tierra del Fuego
to Alaska. were of the same physical type. Albert Gallatin

_ -and aothers, according to. Squier, had shown through linguistic
studies the essentlal unity of ali the American. Indian languages.
Psychologists were attempiing to show that all American Indians
had similar personality tr.aits.l*‘l"" Squier's goal was to clinch.

Birdl“’%;ﬁ&ggiﬁg Sqiuéer 24 "%e-She-Kay-Bee-Nais, Igr the '%gnet

3 a gend, " American. Review s NS, (Septem=-
ber, 1848), 255-59; E.. George Squier, "Manabozho and the Great.
Serpents An.Algonquin. Tradition," ;ﬁg. (October, 1843), 392-
985 E. George Squier, "Historical.and Mythological.Traditions
of the Algonquins; with a Translation of the fWalum-Olum,® or
Bark Record of the Linni-Lenape," ibid., III, n.s. (February,
1849), 173-93. The latter article, though. published in.1849,
was. written earlier; it was read before. the New-York Histori-
cal Soclety in.June, 1848.

L"’"I?.. George Squier, "American Ethnology: Being a Summary
of Some of the Results which Have Followed the Investigation.
l_of._ this Subject," ibid. (April, 1849), 387-9lk.. N
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[the point by showing that Indian religious beliefs, whether |
of the Incan, the Mayan, or the Moundbuilder, were essentially
the. same. '
In. 1851, just after returning from Nicaragua, he published
the fullest statement of his belief in.the religlous unity of
the American.Indians in a book called The Serpent Symbol. and

the Worship of the Reciprocal Principles of Nature in Americg.&s

In this book Squier gave numerous examples of the widespread
worship of the sun, nature, the phallic symbol, and the ser-
pent symbol by Indians on both. American continents. The fact
that the sun, nature, and the phallic symbol played such g
prominent part in. primitive American religions did not seem
unusual. to Squier; But the widespread worship of the serpent
symbodi did. The great predominance of the serpent symbol, he
believed, tended "to establish a community of origin, or a
connection or. intercourse of some kind, between the primitive
nations of the two.continents; for it can hardly be supposed.
that.a.strict%y arbitrary symbol should accidentally be. chosen
ta express. the same ideas and combinations of ideas, by nations
of diverse origins and totally cliscom:xec‘l:ed."')+6
To have attempted such.a synthesis in 1851 when. evidence
on. Indian religions was scanty was a bold move on.the part of
Squier, but one which has not won.him the acclaim of scholars.
Contemporary reviewers praised Squier!s impartial. presentation.

of facts but were generally noncommittal as t{o the validity of

l"5.3. George. Squier, The ergen; Symbol and the Worship
of the Reciprocal Princigles of Ngture in.Amaricg (New York,

1851).
O1piqa,, 25k,
L N
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I_thuil.er‘s thesis.. For example, the reviewer for the London i

Athengeum said:

He has proceeded with an.enlarged, a liberal, and

a. learned spirit,--and he has produced a book . . . of

much .research. and displaying extensive general require-

ments. We have read it with.interest, not merely from

the novelty of its views, but from the nature of its

hitherto unexplored information. Ll_We have been {raveling

over new ground with. a new guide.
Modern. scholars are inclined to. think that Squier overemphasized.
the serpent symbol. and that much more detailed evidence 1is
necessary before a meaningful synthesis of the symbols and
myths of New World Indians can. be m&de.""8

Later, Squier‘’s anthropological interests shifted from
primitive religions iua languages, and he devoted much.time in.
the 1850's and 1860's to the collectiaon of data concerning
Central. American. Indian languages. Although he was at work
at. various times on.studies of Indian languages only one manu-
seript, a bibliography, reached the press. In 1861 Squier
published Monograph of Authors Who Have Written on. the Lan-
guages of Centragl Americs, and Collected Vocabularies or Com-
posed Works in the Native Dialects of that Country, which,
according to Alfred M. Tozzer, "is well known.as an excellent

l""Z‘IZ»::ncla:m thengeum, No. 1239, July 26, 18511 p. 8003 see
also reviews in Literary World, No. 222, May 3, 1851 (clipping
in.Squier Papers, Middle American Research Institute); Ameri-
can Reyiew, X, n.s.. (November, 1852), 400; American Journal

of Sclence and Arts, XII, second series (November, 1851), 453,

48paniel G. Brinton, The Myths of the New Worlds A

Treatise on the Symbolism and Mythology of ithe Red Race of
Americg, Brd ed. rev.; Philadelphia, 1 937,‘33%%%; George
Eg:gn.Gorgan, #The Serpeqt<Motive in the Anciigﬁ Srt oi Cegp
.America and Mexico," in Iransactions of the De men’
%5, chaeology, Free MuSeum of Science gnd Arff??ﬁi%gﬁsiﬁﬁia,
. o,%,, iZZS"E Edu :ward H,. Brown, "Harvard and the Ohio Mounds,"
New 1 Quarterly, XXII (June, 1949), 211; Herbert J.
Spinden, Art and Civilization (24 ed. rev.; Indian Hills,
Lfolorado, 1957), 237.. N
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[secondhand bibliography."? In.the introduction.Squier said]
I have here brought together the names of such.
early, as well as modern authors, who have written on
the Languages of Central America, and who have composed
works in the native Diaglects of '{'he country, with. the
Titles of their Works, and such Chronological data, and
other indications as %a their fields of action, or the
Convents to which. they were attached, as I have been
able. to collect dug:l.ng ten years of devotion to Central.
American subjects.20
The main. pari of the bibliography lists 118 authors from
Acevedo. ta Zuiilga who have: written.on or in the languages of
Central American Indians, The brief comments accompanying
each entry identify the author, his pertinent works, and the
location of the book. or manuscript, if known, Inasmuch as
Squier himself had not seen all the works listed his comments

were frequently secondhand--taken.largely from the earlier

and more comprehensive work Bibliotecg hispano americana

setentrional by Jasé Mariano Beristain y Souza or from such
chroniclers as Antonio de Remesal and Francisco Vésquez.51
In the appendix Squier listed fifty-three authors who had
written. books and manuscripts "relating wholly or in part te

the history, aborigines and antiquities of Central. America, "2

Ll'9E. George Squier Mono raph of Authors Who Have Written

on. the Languages of Centr Mi_c_a. and Collected Vocgbul _g;;l,
or Composed WOrks in the Native Dialects of that Countrz Al-

bany, s Alfred M. Tozzer, 4 Maya gr_ggg_a With Bibliog-

and Apprgisemen of the WOrks Cited ("Papers of the
Peabody Museum of American Archaeology and Ethnology, Harvard

University," Vol. IX; Cambridge, 1921), 156.
5°Squier, Monograph of Authors, xiv.

IL50s6 Mariano Beristain y Souza, Bibllotecg ilcya

americana setenirional (24 ed., 3 vols.; Amecameca,
See. also Henry Harrisse Bibliotheca M Vatustissmg

A Description of Works Rel t to er:Lc blisheg between
the Years 152 and 1551 (New York,

525quier, Monograph of Authors, 55.
L -
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™ In 1861, in the midst of his ethnological inquiries, |
Squier produced a scientific book (with:promotional purposes)
wholly different from his previous writings. It was entitled
Tropical Fibress Their Production gnd Economic Extraction
and it contained a complete classification and description.

of all fibrous. plants grown in the trop:i.csx.s3 The book was
born of the prospective scarcity of colton resulting from the
Civil War and the possibility of Ceniral American fibres
taking the place of cotton. Though. much botanical detail was
given Squier laid "little claim to scientific accuracy, either
of classification or of expression." He was writing not for
botanists but for "practical men of intelligence'" with a view
of "“directing American enterprise to new and profitable fields
of exertion."5“

plants of Central America, primarily those of the Agave genus,

Squier stated that the numerous fibrous

had not been used before because of the lack of an efficient
machine to extract the fibres quickly and easily., With the
perfection of a new fibre~extracting machine by George Sanford
Squier believed that it would now be economically feasible to
produce tropical fibres in Central America commercially.

Squier apparently made a useful compilation of facts, but
produced nothing of great importance to botanists.- The fore-
most botanist of the United States in 1861, Asa Gray, reviewed-

Iropical Fibres for the American Journal of Science and Ariss

Although it is true enough that the author in
this work can.lay but "little claim to scientific
accuracy, either of clagsificaulon or expression,"

533. George Squier, Iropical Fibress Their Production
and Bconomic Extiraction (New York, 1).

5)+ .
L_ m.’ ?o _j
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[ yet he has here brought.together a considerable

amount of general information about the principal

;:ggéig fﬁ2§f§5°f the tropics and the plants that

Squier's writings naturally provide the chief means of
measuring his achievement as a scholar. One other phase of
his scholarly career, however, should not be neglected. Per-
haps his greatest contribution to Central American'scholarship‘
was not the addition of scraps of knowledge to various branches
of learning but his promotion of Ceniral American subjects in
sclentific societies in Europe and America. Historical, geo-
graphical, and anthropological societies all over Burope and
America counted Squier ambng their members. He belonged to
nearly every state historical or archaeological society then
in existence, and in addition he belonged to such organizations
as the Soclety of Antiquaries of France, the Anthropological
Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, the Royal Socisty of
Antiquaries of Denmark, and many others.56 At meetings of
such. societies Squier read papers, presented exhibits of his
archaeological collections, and established valuable scientific
contacts. He not infrequently distributed copies of his
writings and donated pieces from his collections to some of
57

these socleties.

95 eric Journal of'Science
T . : and Arts, XXXIII, second
series January,’i%%i?? 1o ’ =7

56Mambership certificates of these and other organizations
are in the Squier Papérs, New-York. Historical Society..

57Many letters in the Squier Papers at the Library of
Congress are from scientific societies acknowledging the re-
ceipt of gifts from Squier. For instance, John Akerman, sec-
retary of the Society of Antiquaries of London, acknowledged
with many thanks the receipt of copies of Volumes I and II of

the Tr%gggptions of the American Ethnological Society, the

Serpent Symbol, and several articles by Squler, John. Akerman
to Squier, December 12, 1851, Squier Papers, Library of ContJ
BSS. :
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™ One society in particular--the American Ethnological |
Society of New York--was very closely connected with Squier's
scholarly career. Albert Gallatin founded the American Ethno-
logical Society in 1842 for the purpose of "collecting and
diffusing information oﬁ the history of mankind on the Western
Continent," and he served as 1ts president untll his death. in.
18‘11-9.58 Upon Gallatin's death, Squier, who had become a
member two years earlier, became the Society's prime mover
and most faithful supporter until its demise in the late 1860's.
He scarcely missed a single monthly meeting as long as he was
in. New York. Not only that, in practically every meeting of
which reports are availuble, Squier played a prominent role,
either as a speaker, as a contributor of exhibits, or as a
commentator.59 Although he never attained the presidency,
he. was corresponding secretary for a number of years and was
permanent chairman of the publications committee. He was
largely responsible for the publication of the Soclety's
Transactions in 1853 and practically solely responsible for

581 etin.of the American Ethnological Soclety, May 5,
1860, p. L. See alsc Raymond Walkers, Jr., Albert Gallatins
353.

deffersonian Financier and Diplomat (New. York, 1957),

5gﬂegular reports of the American Ethnological Soclety

meetings appeared in the Historical Magazine, I-IV (1857-
1860), and in the etin of the American Ethnological So-

ety for the years 1860 and L86l. The New York lIribune re-
poried the Society's meetings occasionally. Evidence of Squier's
faithful support of the Society is abundantly available in
Squier's correspondence., For example, Charles Eliot Norton
once tcld Squier, "I am glad you=9ave got home to bring o
light & re-galvanize the Eth. Soc? of which you appear to be
the sole member." Norton to Squier, March 26, 1854, Squier
Papers, Library of Congress. When abroad Squier was no less
consistently in attendance at Buropean scientific soclsty
meetings as is revealed in the columns of the London Literary

Gagette and of the Proceedings of the Society of Antiguaries
of London.

L , -
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rihe.publication.of the Bulletin of the Amez::l.r:gr.l.Ethnoﬁl.-cmg:i.o::gi-I
Society in 1860 and 1861.-60

The Ethnological Society gradually declined after the.
Civil War. and in 1871 Squier created another organization--
the. Axthropological Institute of New York--to take 1tis place;
The Institute was free of the personal disputes that had
plagued the Socisety, but it too could not stem the tide of
post-war intellectual spathy. In.addition his failing health
and increasing marital difficulties made Squier's task more
arduous, As president of the Institute and editor of the
organization's Journal Squier was able to. keep the organiza-
tion. alive for only.approximately a yéar.6l

Needless to say Squier used these scientific socleties,
especially the American Ethnological Soclety and the Anthro-
pological Institute, as a means of promciing Central America.
They provided Squier with a convenient means of making influ-
ential people aware of the current importance of Central
America, The indirect result was of course the promotion of
his railway project, a fact to which Squier was not blind.
But. the scientific societies also provided him with an outlet
and. an audiencs for his scholarly work, and there can be no
doubt that Squier was genuinely interested in proaviding the

6Q
storical Magazine, II (May, 1858), 145; ibld., IV
(March E%EE'TL% 0), 78-79; Joseph Barnard.Davis to Squier, July 28,
1861, équiez;Papers, Library of Congress..

61
Anthropological Institute of New York (pamphlet an-
nouncing an organizational meeting to: be held at Squier's

house March.9, 1870), Squler Papers, Middle. American Research
Institute; Journal of the Anthropological Instituie of New
rk, I (March, 1871), W..

L -
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'—world with. greater and more accurate information. concerning—]
the history, geography, and anthropology of Central America
than it had had in the past.

L -
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CHAPIER VII
CENTRAL AMERICANIST

For. approximately twenty years, betwesn 1849 and 1870,
Squier's principal activities were in some way connected with.
Centrai America. The diplomatic appointment as chargé 4'af-
faires to Guatemala in 1849 was the beginning of what Squier
hoped would be a scholarly career devoted to siudy of the
aboriginal Americans. But to his surprise he became deeply
involved in the rivalry of Great Britain and the United States
on. the isthmus and had to forego his intended study. of the
Indians and their monuments. For some time after his diplo-
matic service was at. an. end he maintained his awakened in-
terest in the Anglo-American. lsthmian rivalry and wrote
extensively on the problem, justifying his own actlons and
contending for a more vigorous United States resistance to
British pretensions. Meanwhile the lure of making money
from the need for an adequate listhmian transportation route
led him to the promotion of the Honduras ralilway project.
More writings pablicizing Central America (eépecially Honduras)
ensued. With the fallure of the rallway project by the late

" 1850's Squier gave up writing as a publicist and found more
time-to.devote to the more satisfying but less financially
rewarding task of studying the region's history'and pre-

L -
138
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Mhistory. "I still stick to Central Am.," he said in 1861.% !

In the remaining years of his active life, with the exception
of a brief period as Peruvian claims commissioner from 1863

to 1865, Squier gathered information.and documentary materials
for the further study of Central América. As long as he con-
tinued to work Central American.subjects formed part of his
publication;pians.

Squier's activities had an. important effect on.the
foreign policies of both.the United States and Great Britain.
His diplomatic mission, along with his numerous writings,
helped the United States to extend its influence at the ex-
pense of the British. Until 1849 United States diplomacy in
Central America was haphazard and futile. Among the incom-
petent and unfortunate United States diplomatic agents
assigned to the region befQQ;ISquier only one-~-Elljah Hise--
seriously challenged the dominance of Chatfield and the
British. But his instructions were so inadeguate and his
stay so brief that he accomplished nothing. Squier, the
most zealous of the early representatives sent by the United
States to Central America, was the first to challenge effec-
tively the British position of dominance.

With. the appointment of Squier as chargé d'affaires to
Guatemala United States foreign policy in Central America
turned sharply from apathy to aggressiveness. Doubtless a
change was in the offing. The recent acquisitions of terri-
tory on the Pacific coast and the necessity of an isthmian

transportation route made a stronger policy on the isthmus

lSquier to Norton, March 23, 1861, Norton Papers,
LE.oughton Library.. N
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[inevitable. But.both President Taylor and Secretary of |
State. Clayton were conservative menj they did not want to
antagonize Great Britain, whose predominance in Central
America they well knew. As their representative in Central
America Squiler went beyond the policies marked out for him

in his instructions. His vigorous diplomacy, never completely
disavowed, led the administration to a more aggressive policy
than 1t had intended. His speech. endorsing the Monroe Doc-
trine, his ready support of a United States canal company,
and his part in the Nicaragua-Costa Rica boundary dispute
and the Tigre affair made it appear!that the United States
was determined to curb British influence on the isthmus, even
at. the risk of war..

Once at his post Squier moved rapidly. He established
friendly rélations with Nicaragua, Honduras, and El Salvador
by giving them diplomatic support in_jhéir cbntroversies with
Great Britain and assuring them of the sympathy of his govern-
ment, He then helped the American Atlantic and Pacific Ship-
Canal Company get. a favorable contract with Nicaragua and
secured a treaty with the same state protecting the canal
route and providing for United States control. His most
spectacular action.was to negotliate for the cession of Tigre
Island from Honduras to the United States in the face of
Chatfield's prior designs on it.

Squier's performance as a diplomat annoyed the sensibili-
ties of a.géod many Americans. He was patriotic and energetic,
but he was alsc belligerent, boastful, tactless, ignorant of
protocol, and he did not obey his instructions. His duty,

L?e thought, compelled him to. act as he did. Hs believed thij
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l-_t_he Secreiary of State and the President were uninformed eﬁl—_|
to the depth of British intrigue and that they had only to
kﬁ&ufto approve his actions. In view of the slowness of com-
munications he believed that to wall for further word from
the State Department would be to court disaster. In the case
of the Tigre affair, for instance, he believed he had to act
quickly or see the 1sland fall irretrievably to the British.
As Squier himself saild, “If I have erred, it has been perhaps
from too lively ahdesire\to protect the interests and sustain.
the rights of my country."2 '

Secretary of State Ciayton at times seemed irked with.
Squier's absence of restraint and his quarrelsomeness. But
he found that Squier'!s unorthodox methods had-the desired
effect of making it clear to the British that United States
interests in the isthmian reglons were no longer to be neglected
and so he did not disapprove. He praised the zeal with which
Squier pursued his mission. and disavowed only the mpst flagrant
violations of his instructions, such as the negoiiation of the
cession of Tigre and Squier's threatening letters to Costa
Rica.

One of the important results of the awakened interest of
the United States in Central America, symbolized by Squier's
mission, was ine negotiation of the Clayton~Bulwer Treaty.

The. British government in 1850'was faced with two alternatives.
| It could reach a settlement with Clayton or risk. the continu-

ance of a dangerous rivalry on the isthmus. In a few short.

months Squier had made that rivalry seem unpalatable. He

2quier to. Clayton, December 27, 1849, Manning (ed.),
E?Jgnmat;g Correspondence, III, 485. N
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[had taken. steps to secure a United States-cantrolled canal,—1
he had stimulated the antagonism of El Saglvador, Honduras,.

and Nicaragua. against Great Britain, and he had lent credence
to the belief that the United States was interested in acquir-
ing territorial control of strategic parts of the isthmus.
His achievements were enough to make the British realize that
it would be impossible to exclude the United States from any
form of isthmjun. transportation. In submitting to the Clayton-
Bulwer Ireaty the British acknowledged the establishment of
United States influence on the isthmus. Squier's activities
had done much. to make that acknowledgment unavoidable.

After the ratification. of the Clayton-Bulwer Ireaty many
Americans were satisfled. Squier was not. Immediately upon
refiring from his diplomatic post Squier began to attack the
administration for not demanding that the British give up
entirely the Mosquito protectorate and even British. Honduras.
He was the first to attach significance to the British procla-
mation in 1852 of the creation of the Bay Islands Colony, a
move which he considered to be a violation of the Clayton-
Bulwer Ireaty. ©Squier's article on thls subject set off the
congressional. debate of early 1853 on the treaty and on. Anglo-
American relations generally. The result of the publicity
undoubtedly stiffened the incoming Franklin Pierce adminis-
tration's attitude toward Great Britain. in Central America.
Throughout the rest of the decade of the 1850's the United
States continued to insist that Great Britain comply with the
American interpretation. of the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty and with—
draw from the Bay Islands and the Mosquito Coast. Squier's

Lfritings in this decade provided much of the information N
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Mupon. which. United States insistence on. British withdrawal wad
baaed.3

The policy of the British government was also effected
by Squier's work. As a.diplomat'Squiéf convinced the British
that exclusion of the United States from the isthmus was
impossible and that accommodation of the United States was
necessary. As a wrlter he apparently convinced many influ-
ential. Englishmen.of the absurdity of continued support of
the. Mosquito King which helped make a change in governmental
policy possible. As promoter of the Honduras railway project
Squier, with the help of William Brown, convinced the British
government that it must withdraw from the Bay Islands and the
Mosquito protectorate, and furthermore that it should guarantee
the protection of the Honduras routse.

When negotiations between. the United States and Great
Britain began in 1856 to find a way for the British to retreat
from Central America gracefully, Squier was in London urging
the negotiators on. He worked behind the scenes in favor of
the Dallas-Clarendon convention, which, had it been ratified,
would have provided for gradual British withdrawal from the
coasis of Nicaragua and Honduras. When.it appeared that the
United Stateg was going to refuse to accept it Squier goi the
president of Honduras to authorize Lebén Alvarado ahd Victor
Herrén to negotiate directly with the British.government.

The Honduras-Great Britain convention of 1856, written by

3For.instance, Lewis Cass, Secretary of State from 1857
to 1860, once told Squier, "there is a great want of informa-
tion.respecting those Central American regions," and "there
is much information I should like to receilve from you."
Lewis. Cass to Squier, December 29, 1853, Squier Papers,

Lfibrary of Congress.. N

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



19k
[Lord Clarendon and the two Honduran negotiators, with.the |
acknowledged aid of Squler, also failed. But Squier's con-
stant efforts had well prepared the way for the success of
the British treaties with Honduras in 1859 and with Nicaragua
in. 1860, providing for. the return of the Bay Islands to Hon-
duras and the relinquishment of the Mosquito protectorate.

Although, as was natural, the sphere of Squier's greatest
influence was in.the United States and Great Britain, his
career also had lmportant results in Ceriral America. His
diplomatic mission encouraged resistance to the British. and
helped to. change the attitude of many Central Americans toward
the United States and Great Britain. His promotional activi-
ties, which aroused great suspicion from some of the republics
and great hope from others, had far-reaching consequences in
Central America, His writings, too, had an important, but
scarcely measurable, effect. on the region.

Squler effected little change in the policles of Guate-
mala and Costa Rica. Both countries were strongiy pro-British
when Squier first came to Central America, and they remained
so throughout the period of Squier's interest in the region.
Squier made no attempt to establish friendly relations with
either of the countries during his diplomatic missicn, and
in fact he attacked them publicly. Squier's tactics, if any-
thing, drove their leaders more completiely into. the arms of
the Eritish. than they had been before. Both couniries were
still highly suspicious of him when he returned in 1853 in
behalf of the Honduras Interoceanic Railway Company. They
feared the railway project and the introduction of United

Lftates commercial influence generally, believing that. it N
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would lead to annexation. Squier's part in.helping Cabafias |
strengthen himself against Conservative resistance and in.
sponsoring the Barrundia mission. to the United States worsened
their fears and probably strengthened the pro-British, Con-
servative element in Guatemala.

In. Nicaragua, Honduras, and El Salvador Squier capital-
ized on anti-British feeling, exacerbated by his stories of
British. intrigue, and fostered a friendship toward the United
States. Squier undoubtedly shored up the sagging Nicaraguan
resistance to Great Britain by publicly endorsing the Nicara-

- guan claim to the San Juan River and by negoiiating a ireaty
recognizing that claim, He thereby sirengthened the Liberal
government then. in power., His effect on later Nicaraguan
politics is not so clear. The Gacetg de Guatemalg charged
that Squier, by strengthening United States influence in
Nicaragua, was the precursor of Walker. This interpretation
may be correct. Squier's promises of United States aid while
he was in the state from 1849 to 1850 and his expressed belief
that. United States citizens were needed to develop Nicaragua's
rich agricultfural and mineral resources may have encouraged
Liberal politicians to turn to adventurers like Walker to
insure their continuance in office.

On. the other hand Squler's work. in establishing friendly
relations between the United States and Nicaragua seems to
have been of short duration. To a considerable extent the
popularity of the United States in Nicaragua, which was, ac-
cording to. the New York Herald, at a peak during the Squier
mission, was due to promises of diplomatic supportak When

L “New York Herald, August 11, September 3, 1855. -
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r;hose promises were not fully lived up to, as in the case 051
Secretary of State Daniel Webster's refusal to back Nicaragua's
boundary claims against Costa Rica, much.of this popularity
was lost. Then came William Walker to obliterate even further
the friendly relations Squier had established.

Squier himself, however, did not suffer any corresponding
loss of prestige. When he returned to Nicaragua in 1853 he
was received with almost as much enthusiasm as in 1849. He
had already beqome the hero of resistance to the British and
after he was fired by Webster what the government of the
United States did or did not do did not effect him personally.
That the United States did not enforce the Clayton-Bulwer
Ireaty by demanding the withdrawal of the British from the
Mosquito Coast was regarded by Squier as a betrayal of his
policies, and apparently many Central Americans accepted this
reasoning,.

The hopes of Honduras and El Salvador for freedom from
British. interference were also railsed by the presence of
Squier in Central America in 1849 and 1850. After Squier
left, however, Honduras was forced to sign a convention on
British claims satisfactory to. Chatfield, and El Salvador,
under the guns of H.M.S. Gorgon, had to sign a similar ar-
rangement while Squier helplessly seethed in Leén. Despite
these setbacks Honduras and El Salvador were appreciative
of Squier's presence as a counterbalance to Chatfield.

On.Central American politics as a whole the Squier diplo--
matic mission was a divisive influence. Although he favored
Central American union.his policies fostered discord. By

taking Nicaragua's side in her boundary quarrel with Costa

L -
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I—fi:Lca.he waorsened relations between those two couniries. FuJ._':I
thermore his constant attacks on the Conservative régimes in
Guatemala and Costa Rica tended to keep alive differences
that separated those countries from the rest. -And by culti-
vating the friendship of the three mlddle states he tended
to draw them apart from Costa Rica and Guatemala.

As the defender of Honduras against the British Squier
enjoyed immense personal popularity there.,. He capitalized
on.the gratitude of Honduras in 1853 by securing a favorable
contract for the construction of an interoceanic transporta-
tion route., For the six years following the negotiation of
the railway contract with the gdvernment of Honduras Squier
was primarily a promoter. He did his best to make Honduras
a competitor with the Panama and Nicaragua routes. He wrote
several Honmduras railway reporis, lobbied to get ireaties
protecting the route, and did much of the organization.work
behind a survey of the route. He failed, however, to get a
single mile of the railway built., The chief hindrance to
completion. of the project was. the difficult terrain in Hon-
duras and the consequent. expense of constructing a railway
there. ©Squier sanguinely expected to conquer this obstacle
with enthusiastic publicity, but hardheaded capitalists
refused to risk their money on such an unlikely enterprise.,

This promotional aspect of Squier's Ceniral American
carser 1s important for two reasonss first, it had a long-
lasting effect on. Honduras, ani second, it reveals in greater
depth the personal motivations of his career.

The immediste effes* ¢f Sgulerts promotiion of the rail-

Lfaz was to sirengihen the José Trinidad Cabailas régime in N
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rﬁonduras, In return for the contract the railway company ]
gave military and monetary aid to Cabafias, hoping thereby
to“protpct his Liberal government against his Conservative
enemies. The company seriously considered sending armed men
from the United States to Honduras as well, but ultimately
decided not to. The aid given undoubtedly coniributed to
the. maintenance of the Liberal government in. power for the
next two years, but it also intensified the hostility of
Guatemala, then at war with Honduras, and may have helped

to bring about Cabaiias! ultimate downfall. Guatemala backed
a revalution to destroy the "foreign-dominated" Honduras
government and by 1856 had succeeded in replacing Cabailas
with Santos Guardiola, a Conservative.

Guatemala overturned the Cabafias régime but the idea of
the. interoceanic railway persisted. Indeed, for the rest. of
the nineteenth century the Honduras government spent much of
its efforts in attempiing to complete the project. There are
two ways of looking at Squier's implantation of the railway
idea in Honduras. (1) He gave Honduras a noble goal which.
has spurred on her material progress. Or, (2) he gave her
an. unattainable dream that has caused her serious financial
trouble.. Hondurans are inclined to accept the former explana-
tion and to honor Squier as Honduras' greatest foreign friend.5
But .the facts support the latter explanation. Native Hon-

durans took up the task. of rallway promotion after Squier's

5Bafael Heliodoro Valls, a Honduran writer who.referred
to Squier as "the great and good friend of Honduras," is an
excellent example. Valle, "Ephraim George Squler," Memorias
Rovista de la Sociedad Gisntifica "Antonio Alzate," XL
October, 1922), 51l.

L _
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[interest.was diverted to. other things, but they also ulti- 1
mately failed.. In the process, however, they saddled Hon-
duras with & huge foreign debt which has caused the country
much. distress. The huge loans of 1867, 1868, and 1870,
procured in London and Paris and designed specifically to
finance the construction of the railway, remained to deepen
the financial problems of twentieth~-century Honduran presi-
dents.

The crucial question concerning Squier's promotion of
the. railway project is his motivation. Was he motivated by
a desire to give Honduras and Central America a great future?
Or was he motivated by dreams of wealth and power? Both
motivations existed. There can be no doubt that Squier became
sincersly attached'tb Ceutral America and its people and
wanted to see the area prosper for its own sake., But neither
can. there be any doubt that the pfimary reason for his promo-
tional writings was the hope of profit--profit from the Hon-
duras railway company itself or from the sale of lands owned
by the company..

One facet of Squier's promotional career sheds light on
this question. Squier obviously believed that it was to the
best. interest of Central America to restrict British commer-
cial influence and to 1ncreése that. of fhe.United States. The
domination of Central America by British merchants he believed
to be detrimental to the area's development. et when the
Honduras railway praoject did not find favor with United States
capitalists Squier's beliefs did not prevent him from seeking
capital in Great Britain, Squier was thus willing to foster

the extension of British capital, however inimical :1.1:.m:|.gh1;__J
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rie_to.Honduras, so long as it'was of personal financial 1

advantage. |

Other. factors may have entered into Squier's decision
to seek foreign capital. He may have thought that the rail-
way 1tself was of primary importance, no matter. where the
capital came from. No doubt he also thought that as the chief
promoter. of the railway and chief agent of the British Honduras
Interoceanic Rallway Company in. New York he could sofien the
effects of B  .ish.control., In further explanation of Squier's
decision to resort to British capital it might also be said
that he did not turn to Great Britain for monetary aid until
he had made an all-out effort to make the railway an Amé;iéan
enterprise.

Squier did'more for Central America as a writer than as
a p.amoter. It is difficult to.asseés the beneflts of Squier's
writings accruing to Central America, but in them lie, probably,
Squier's greatest contributlion to the area. Hls voluminous
writing on various Central American subjects provided count-
less prospective investors, immigrants, and tourists with more
reliable information than any other writer qould proyide.
After the publication of States of Central Americg in 1858
prospecfive visitors were told that this was the book to
read before setting sail.6 Translations of his major works
into Spanish, French, and German made his writings available
to. a wide audience. Spanish translations of his detailed
descripfions 6f topography and climate provided many Central
Americans with. a better account of thelr homeland than they

6See for. example Charles, Hondurgs: IThe Land of Great
L?epths, 82. 3
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r;:ould provide themselves. B

Some of the information. that he imparted was false and
misleading. Hoping to. attract large numbers of immigrants to
Honduras and other paris of Central America, he exaggerated
the region's mineral and agricultural resources, Objectivity
was not foremost in his mind when he wrote of the Honduras
railway cause, for in that case he was a publicist and not a
scholar..

Sﬁuier's writing reflected a persistent but slackening
Anglophobia. The first articles he wrote dealing with Anglo-
American relations on the isthmus were filled with invective
directed toward Great Britain., Nicaragug, though.milder than
the articles, scarcely concealed his hatred for Chaifield and
the British policy in Central America. Then, after writing
Nicaragua, Squier visited England and, despite his writings,
was "admitted, at the very outset, into the heart of the
first British society." A pleasant holiday at. "Grimstone
Park, the seat of Lord Londsborough, one of the first noble-
men of England"7 probably went a long way in softeging his
anti-British feelings. In 185% he was again in England
searching for financial support and his Anglophobla underwent
further mellowing. Nevertheless in Notes and States he con-
tinued to criticize the British maintenmance of the Mosquito
protectorate. When, at last in the late 1850's, the British
relinguished the protectorate Squier was left with little to
complain abou* in that connection.

A second bias pervading Squier's writings on Central

ZSquier to parents, December 25, 1851, Squier Papers,

New-York. Historical Society.
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[ American. politics was his uncritical endorsement of the 1
Liberal party. Squier did not think &f himself as a histor-
ian and dealt only cursorily with.the political. history of
the Central American federation and the separate republics.
But in his brief treatment of ﬁolitical.history he unmis-
takenly revealed a willingness to accept the Liberal inter-

- pretation.of events in Central American history.

The anti-British, pro-Liberal bias of Squier's writings
were serious defects reflecting his personal role in Central
American affairs. But most other American writings on Cen-
tral America in the same period contained the same short-
camings. Squier's prejudiced but authoritative comments
undoubtedly helped to create an anti-British. interpretation
of Central American history which. even yet pervades much
United States historical literature. Squier's pro-Liberal
comments on Central American political history were less
important to historiography because his writings on that
subject form only a small part of the pro-Liberal liferature
on Central America, but they probably helped to strengthen
the Liberal interpretation.

One of the most remarkable facets of Squier's versatility
was his ability to shut off his contentiousness and become a
serious-minded scholar. IJn his writings as a publicist what
gtands out is nis fervor, his optimism, and his prejudices.
His more serious writings, on the other hand, show the re-
straint becoming to a scholar. Two other qualities necessary
to a scholar, enthusiasm and intellectural. curiosity, Squier
had without question. One other ingredient in the makeup of

. scholar 1s dedication, and that Squier did not have. N

Iy
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- Throughout his active life Squier maintained his inter:j
est In. the anthropology of Central America. But it was a
broad interest which.never centered profoundly on. any one
thing. He made scientific observations whenever he had the
opportunity but his many other activities left him little
time %o investigate thoroughly what he observed in the field.
'In.Ohia, with the steadying influence of Daiis, Squier made
extensive measurements of Indian mounds and thus performed
a great service tc later students. In Central America, bur-
dened with the demands of his diplomatic career, Squier had
time, for instance, for only part of one day %o study the
ruins of the island of Zapatero. This valuable time he
spent primarily in procuring one stone idol. to. be sent back
to the United States.

When. Squier was in Central America a second time, in
1853, his primary concern was the railway project. Still he
found fime to visit an. out-of-the-way archaeological. site,
Tenampﬁa,.and write an article in the form of a letter to a
friend in ﬁew York outlining his discoveries.. Tenampfia was
probably Squier's most important archaeological discovery
and his description of it has frequently been cited by later
authors., His Tenampla. article, however, was hastily written
at the site and was based on less than two days of exploration
and measurement, He did not believe he had the time to stay
longer,

Similarly, Squier gathered data on Indian tribes when
he had the chance, but spent little time in verifying and
consolidating the information he found. The vocabulafy of

the Guajiquero Indians, regarded as one of Squier's substantial,

L
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r;thnological contributions, was taken in the course of one i
evening spent quesiioning a naiive Guajiquero, Although
Squler was an.excellent observer and compiled a great deal
of significant data about the Indians of Nicaragua and Hon-
duras, his numerous other zctivities left him too little .
time to study and interpret his compilations.

Squier's chief contribution.%: anthropological scholar-
ship was to direct attentlon to regions hitherto regarded as
of little consequence or disregafded entirely. His writings
necessarily dwelt on the areas with which he was most familiar--
Honduras, Nicaragua, and El Salvador. Since these areas
still have not been explored as extensively as the more sig-
nificant archasoclogical sites to the north Squier's writings
have come to the attention of only a few scholars. Scholars
who- have gone over the ground Squier covered acknowledge
Squier's pioneering work, and only complain.that he was
inelined to place too much emphasis on the similarities of
the Indian remains of Honduras and Nicaragua with those of
the central Maya civilization,

Probabl& the most important contribution Squier made to
Central America was to make the region better known, not only
to foreigners but to natives as well. Ceniral Americans place
much. emphasis on thls aspect of Squiler's career; For in-
stance, one Central American admirer called Squier's book on
Honduras "the richest present that could have been made to
Central America and especially to Honduras."8 But not only
Honduras benefited. Squlerts writings coveied all pafts of

8Squier, Hondurags (Spanish translation) (Tegucigalpa,

L}908), prologue by the translator, viii. N
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raentral.America from Guatemala to Costa Rica and all aSpect;1
of Central America from its prehistory to its future. And
the. information that he imparted was for the most part reli-
able.. "In the zenith of his existence," sald Heliodoro Vallse,
Squier 'was the most respected authority on Central American
subjecté, pagt\aa.well as contemporary."g' According to a
Harper's reviewer in 1858, “Mr. Squier is certainly the
highest living authority on the.geographi,fstatistics, and

political condition. of Central America."lo

No other writer before Bancroft contributed seo much

varied information. about fhe whole of Central America. Other

writers, such as John L. Stephens, Frederick Crowe, and

William V. Wells, may have described certain. aspects of

Central American life more adequately, but none compiled co.

much. information on so many subjects. Squier was the only

one of these writers who could be called a Central Americanist.
In.Central America he sought to further the interests of his
couniry, in Central America he sought to make a p#ofit, and

in Central America he sought to satisfy hils scholarly bent.

As a result the region was far better known at the close of

his career than it was in the beginning.

2Rafael Heliodoro. Valle, "Gearge Ephraim /3ig/ Squier,"
Hispanic American Historical Review, V (November, 1922), 7%8.

loReview of States of Central America, Harper's New
Monthly Magazine, XVII (October, 133812’2,, 93.
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