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CHAPTER 1

HISSICONARY WORK AT CAREY

Early Life

Robert Simerwell was born in Ireland, ¥ay 1, 1795,
He entered school at the age of nine, and attended regu-~
larly until he was eleven and then his attendance was at
irregular intervals until his fifteenth year. During
his sixteenth year his parents decidsd fto emigrate to
the United States. They landed st Fhiladelphia, sy 7,
1812, with their family consisting of five sons and one
daughter., The day of their lunding seven wmembers of
the family became 1ll with a fever contracted on the
boat. Three months after his arrival in the United
States, Mr. Simerwell was left an orphan and homeless.
He was very wesk from his recent attack of the fever,
yet in spite of this weakness only three days were given
him to find a home and the ald of a counselor was denied
him. He spent the first night without sleep and the
next morning he went in search of a man who might wish
an apprentice. He pald no regard to the occupation as
a home and friends were more to be desired at this
critical time then the cholce of a particular trade.
He found a blacksmith who wished an apprentice. Ke was
to receive a home, food, clothing, and one guarter of

night schoollng until he reached thie age of twenty-one.l
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After his apprenticeship was over, ¥r. Simerwell
taught school in Philadelphia. In his twenty-sixth year
he met Reverend Isaac KeCoy, who was a missionary to the
Indisns at Fort Wayne, Indiazna, a meeting which changed
the entire course of his life, It marked the beginning
of his interest in the degraded condition of the Indians
and & desire to aid in the work of improving it. He
wished t0 accompany Mr. ¥eCoy to his mission but he was
discouraged in going to the mission al this time. In
ilaren of 1824 Reverend Hcloy agaln made an eastern tour
to solicit supplies for his wission and again r. Simer-
well talked to him aboud entering the mission work, and
it was decided he should accompany HeCoy to the Carey
Mission. Hr. Simerwall resigned as teacher of his school
April 9, 1824 and began to meke preparations for the
journey to Carey Mission,®

¥r. Simerwell Jjoined iHr. EecCoy in Albany and they
spent several days purchasing supplies for the mission.
They Journeyed westiward to Buffalo and here put the seed
wheat, flour, salt, and other supplies on the beoat. At
Detroit they purchased some iron and steel for the
blacksmith shop, here they separated Hr. HeCoy took the
stage to reach Carey sooner &nd #r. 3imerwell continued
on the boat with the supplies. Iir. iicCoy hed been absent
from the mission five and & half months snd was very
anxlcus to reach home and to learn of ite condition.

He found the mission family almost out of bread stuff.
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He sent two Indian pupils to the herbor to build a fire
to direct the landing of the boat as the harbor had no
inhabitants. The boys were told to open a barrel of
flour and {o hasten with some of it tc the mission,
which was twenty=five miles distant. Cn the day of the
boys' arrival the supply was used excepting enough
for one day.3 This was the last time the mission suf-
fered for want of bread stuff as hereafter they raised
their own with the exception of a small amount of flour.?

Mr. McCoy came to the boat the next day and settled
the accounts with the Captain. {n the twentleth of June
Hr. keCoy and Mr. Simerwell left the vessel at the lake
at St. Joseph and started for Carey, arriving at five
o'clock in the evening of the same day. They found the
mission family in good health although overworked from
their many duties.5

Carey HMission Under McCoy

A school for the education of Indlan youths had
been in operation at Fort Wayne under the patronage of
the Baptist General Convention made for them at the
Treaty of Chicago. The Pottawatomies appropriated a
section of land, one and one-fourth miles south of St.
Joseph River and twenty-five miles from Lake iichigan,
for educational purposes. This land was surrounded by
lands not ceded to the United EStates and within Michigan

Territory. The school was removed from Fort Wayne and
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reopened at Carey, January 27, 1823.6 1t was named
Carey in honor of Reverend William Carsy of Serampore.
By July the following buildings had been erected: one
hewed log cabin twenty-four feet by twenty feet, one
twenty feetl square, one twenty-two feet by twenty, a
blacksmith shop twenty~four feet by eighteen fest, and
a meat house fourteen feet sguare, These were built
by the Government. In addition to these buildings the
following buildings were built by the Baptist General
Convention for liissions: one hewed log cabin twenty
feet square, one hewed log school houss twenty-six feet
by twenty feet, which may be enlarged at pleasure, and
a milk house thirteen fest square.7 Cf the $10,000

annual appropriation of Congress for purposes of Indian

8

refora, Carey was allotted §600. The mission also re-

ceived support from donations of clothing, cloth, and
various other articles sent by church groups in the
States: Agents were appolnted who sollecited supplies
for the missions in the various churches in the States.
School opened January 27, 1823 with twenty-nine
native scholars almost all of whom had accompanied the
McCoy family from Fort Wayne.® The boys spent about
half of their time at manual labor on the farm and half
at thelr school studies. The girls spent more than
half of their time at household duties because the num-

ber of girls was not in proportion to the number of boys.
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The girls were taught to spin, weave, sew, wash, iron,
and mend. The following wes the order of the day at

Carey HMission:

"4t opening of dsy during the shorter nights and
summer, and always before 5 A. M. during the long nights,
a trumpet is blown a signal for all to rise. At sun-
rise in the longer days, and socner in the shorter, the
ringing of a bell calls the family together for morning
prayers after which the c¢hlildren are distributed to
thelr several employments for the morning such as chop-
ping pinewood and the like.

At helf past 6 the trumpet is blown for breakfast.
Soon after which the ringing of a small bell directs
the family to tske their seats. At the table no dis-
tinctions are made in consequence of colour, But all
feed in common, with these exceptions, only, which are
required by age, infirmity etc. A blessing is asked at
the commencement, after whkich the table 1s successively
filled without ceremony. One of the school teachers
superintendents at table until all have eaten.

At 8 ofclock in the summer, and half an hour later
in the winter schools are called by the ringing of a
bell and are dismissed at 12. 30 minutes after dinner
is called. At 2 the schoolgs are again called in and
dismissed at 5 in the longer days and at half past six
we are called to suppere

Between sunsetting and dark in the shorter nights,
and never later than 8 o'eloek in longer, the whole
family are called together to evening prayers, At
which time besides singing of a Hymn, a portion of
scripture is read and expounded as far as is practicable,
according to the capacities of those present. All re-
tire to rest at an early hour, occassionally if any sit
up longer they are required to keep silent after Q
ofclock. The whole routine of business every day is
directed by trumpet and Bells.

The schools are entirely suspended on Saturdays,
and the boys are allowed a part of the day for recreation.
Twice in the week they are permitted to bathe in the
river in summer and to amuse themselves on the ice in
winter accompanied by one of the teachers, or someone
else on whom we can depend to prevent acclident.

Cnly two meals are eaten on Sabbaths. After morn-
ing service the washing,; combing and dressing of the
children, together with their breakfast concerns, etc.,
brings us near to 1/2 past 10 at which time the trum-
pet announces the approach of the hour of public wor-
ship which commences at the ringing of the Bell at 1ll.



6

ATter dinner and at half past 4, the family are
again called together and spend an hour or more sing-
ing spiritual songs in which all the c¢hildren who have
voice for music join: Those who are not sufficiently
acquainted with the English language to sing by word,
follow in the tuns by note, This service is accompanied
by a lecture to them and concluded by prayer, The
service of the evening is attended by the same form as
at other times.

+++ The school is divided into male and female depart-
ments which are taught in separate houses...."0

The wives had an sspecially difficult task as the
nusber in the mission famlly was often as many as eighty-
five and two missionary wives managed the whole of the
domestic affalrsy washing, mendling, baking, cooking, and
all other business relating particularly to the kitchen
eand dining halls They also superintended the knitting,
spinning, and weaving: During the warm season of one
year three hundred yards of cloth was spun and woven at
tne mission almost wholly by Indian girlss Each of
the women had small children of thelr own to care for
in addition to their mission dutiess

The more promising and forward Indian boys were
sent to other colleges and schools to continue their
educations They were often sent to Hamilton in New
York arid Chawiaw Academy in Kentucky.

Shortly after the arrival of Hdr: Simerwell, Hr:
Lykins was obliged to be absent from ‘the mission and
Mr. Simerwell taught the school in his place:¢ Johnston
Lykins had joined Isaac icCoy in his misalonary work in

1822 and later married Delilah McCoy, daughter of
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Isaac MeCoy. The blacksmith left in September of 1824
and Mr. Simerwell took over his work in addition to his
mill work and Indian work, this task was greater be-
cause he had not worked in the shop for some time. EHe
was reported as Government Swmith in 1824, for this
work he was entitled to a salary of 3365~p8r»398r311
He kept none of his salary but turned it into the com-
mon fund as did all the other missionaries, thus obeye-
ing the rules of the mission church reading:

"1st Ve agree that our object in becoming mission-
aries is to melorate the condition of the Indians and
not to serve ourselves thereforee

2nd “e agree that our whole time, talents and
labors shall be dedicated to the obtaining of this
object, and shall be bestowed gratis, so that the mis-
sion cannot become indebted to any missionary for his
or her services.

3rd ¥e agree that all remittances from the Boarad
of Hissions and all monies, and property accruing to
any of us,; by saleries from government, by schools, by
smith-shops or from whatever quarter it may arise,
shall be thrown into the common missionary fund, and
shall be sacredly applied to the cause of this mission,
and no part of the property held by us at our stations,
is ours, or belongs to any of us, but, with the ex-
ception of that intrusted to us by the United States,
it belongs to the General Convention which we serve,
end is held in trust by us so long as sald Soclety shall
continue us in their employ."l2

The first marriage between members of this mission
family occurred March 17, 1825 when Robert Simerwell
end Fanny Goodridge of Lexington, Kentucky, were married.
iliss Coodridge had joined the mission November 5, 1823,
¥r. Corbly Martin, the mission's agent in Kentueky,

took an active part in encouraging Miss Goodridge to
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become a missionary,13 ¥iss CGoodridge began toc teach
the girls January 19,.1824.14 She adopted the practice
of visiting the villages, especially on Sundseys, to
teach the women. They often inguired when it would be
Sabhath or Prayer Day;ls The ¥Mission Board formelly
appointed her as misslonary February 4, 1824.16

In September of 1825 Mr. and Mrs. Simerwell went
to Lexington t0 visit relatives and also to raise funds
and other supplies for the missions 4s they were re=
turning to Carey, they stopped at Cincinneti and ¥r.
Simerwell conducted a religious meetings At Lhis meet-
ing he made the acquaintance of Jotham Meeker, a young
printer, and encouraged him in his interest and desire
to become a missionany.l7 Due to this meeting, HKeeker
decided to become a missionary and arrived at Carey,
November 24, 1825, Just sfter hie twenty-first birth-
day. HYeeker was a great help to the miesionary work and
helped print the books in the Indian language. He
brought the first printing press to Kansas.

For some time it was wished to begin a mission
station among the Ottawa Indians. In Kovember, 1826,
Iire+ MeCoy and family and HMiss Purchase left Carey to
start this mission which was called Thomas Station.

Mr. and #drs. McCoy returned to Carey in May and HMr.
and Mrs, Slater went to Thomas. The two stations were

connected by arrangement of the government and because
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they mutually assisted each other in supplies and mis-
sionaries.18 These stations were separated by the
Board in 1829 and Meeker and Slater were appointed
superintendents at Thomas and Simerwell was superin-
tendent at Carey.lg The missionaries hermonized their
statlons end the arrengement of complete sepasration
was not strietly adhered tos

The missionaries encouraged the Indians to settle
near the Hisslon and to improve their food supply by-
farming. The Indians were assisted in plowing their
land and erecting their cabins. The pupils of ihe
school also assisted the missionaries and hired hands
in this work of Indian settlement .20

In a treaty wlth the United Stetes Government
made in 1826, tire Carey 3ission received five hundred
dollars worth of clothing. Fifty-eight of the pupils,
who had completed their educational courses, received
reservations varying in size from one hundred sixty
acres 4o six hundred forty acres, the total amount
granted was ten thousand five hundred sixty acres.
These reservations were to be sold and the money to be
used for their removal to the West. An additional two
thousand dollars per annum was obtained to be used.as

the President saw fit.2l
Robert Simerwell Superintendent at Carey

In October 1828, ¥r. and i#rs. Lykins and Ers. He-
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Coy left Carey Station. They planned to spend the win-
ter 1n lLexington, Eentucky, and to accompany Hr. icCoy
to the Vest in the spring. Kr. ¥cCoy had led an ex-
ploring party to the West in Juiy of 1828 and his govern-
ment work of locating the tribes and surveying the land
conpelled him to be in the West. ur. Simerwell was
made the superintendent of Carey Hission and he was
assisted by HMrs. Simerwell and ¥r. Bay. This work was
especially hard on ¥rs. Simerwell as she had no Chrig-
tian female companions or assistance.®2 She had the
care of feeding, clothing, and teaching of thirty=~
seven Indian children in addition to the tare of her
two children.®® To further increase her work this wine-
tor a severe epidemic of measles occurreds For one
week twenty~three were lying sick and were not able to
help themselves« Two deaths occurred from the effects
of the mcasles.

The Indlans had ceded almost all of their lands
to the Government as it was thought their removal to
the 7est would soon occurs Difficultles arose among
the Missionaries, Catholics, end white traders so it
was agreed with the government to elose the Carey dis-
sion, September 1, 1830+ The Government appointed Kr..
Noble and Kr. John 8. Siminson as its commissioners to

appraise the mission property.24 The Baptist Board re-
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quested ¥r. Lykins to assist Mr. Simerwell, the superin-
tendent, and to represent the Board. To galn an idea
of the size of the mission at the time of its closing a
portion of the Commissioners report 1¢ John Eaton,
Secretary of War, is quoted:

» "The property held by the Baptist Convention of

St. Joseph consists of Eleven hewed log buildings, all
of which with the exception of one used and occupied as
a mill one the dwelling of the missionaries and the
children who have been under their care and direction
and the necessary storage and sleeping room for property
and persons belonging to the Estsblishment.

The mill has one run of stone a good dutch Batting
cloth and all the necessary machinery for a mill worked
by four horses it is in good repair makes excellent
flour and meal and will grind without difficulty thirty
bushels of wheat a day. Besides the above there is a
good hewed log School house, milk house, meal house,
wash, sheep and poultry houses together with a log
Blackemith shop & log stable with stulls and mangers and
one other building of logs used as a dwelling=-<at the
time these bulldings were erected the missionaries
laboured under much embarrassment not only from the
difficulties necessarily attendant upon an enterprice
of this Kind commenced in a wilderness country more than
onie hundred miles from any white inhkabltants but from
prejudices which they encounter from the Indlans them-
selves and the extreme difficulty of procuring mechan-
ical or other labour were &t most exhoribant prices....
The houses are in general well finished for that descrip-
tion of buildings heving good floors, windows, ctc and
all the conveniences of the best description of log

buildings.

The missionaries havé enclosed with a good sube~
stantial rail fence two hundred acres of land ninty
of which have been cleared of timber and well broken up
and well subdued, One hundred ten acres are enclosed
with a similar rall fence and is used and occupied for
pasture and meadow land. There are one hundred fifty
baring peach trees and eighty apple trees of which
fifty bare apples. Fruit of every description sells
very high in this country too new and sparsely settled
for fruit to have acquired any degree of perfect;on
and the missionaries here havé taken peculiar pains
on thelr first location to have things comfortable and
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eonvenient. ... The missionsries have on the forty
acres of corn--twenty one acres, wheat--two acres po~
tatoes, agg some peas, beans, parsnips, turnip and
cabbage.”

This report shows the growth of the station in
its seven years of use. The improvements were appraised
at five thousand elghty dollars and the growing crops,
after reserving enough for Mr. Simerwell, were appraised
at six hundred forty-two dollars and fifty cents. This
money was to be palid by the government to the Board of
Hissions in Boston to be used in establishing missions
in the West.%® Mr, Simerwell was requested to remain
at Carey until spring with the hope of moving to the
%est with the Indians at that time. He was given per=-
mission to occupy & portion of the bulldings for a time
and to farm the land.27 according to the agreement
with the government the Mission was disbanded and the
children sent home to their parents excepting eight
orphan Indian ¢hildren who remained with the Simerwéll
family.

lr. Simerwell spent his time studying the Fotta-
watomie language; he employed Xark Bauriskau, a former
scholar to assist him In this study.z8 A letter written
by Hrs. Simerwell to her brother gives a picture of their
home after the closing of the mission:

"] wish you could see our room. ur. Simerwell sits
at the table with his interperter by his side studylng
and writing Indian. Seated on the mat before the fire
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are four Indain boys studying the scriptures to committ
them to memory for the Sunday school and ¥illiam with
Iis spelling book. ... The business of going to the
west has been very trying to me. I am willing to endure
privitations and trials if I can be of any benefit to
the poor Indians."29

In the winter of 1831 when it became evident their
removal would be delayed, Mr. Simerwell opened a school
for a few children. Fr. Fotts was employed as the
teacher. The cost of the school was paid by M¥r. Simer-
well and Colonel Edwards, the Indian sub agent. Colonel
Stewart was appointed sub agent and his sarrival at the
mission caused the school to be closeds He wished to
got tlhe school away from the Baptist people, and to
cause [ir. Simerwell to be removed from the mission so
that he or some friend could apply for the position as
teacher, e reported there was no school in operation
when asked as to the condition of the school:® The
Indians were very displeased when the school was closed.

iir. Stewart caused further trouble for ¥r; Simer-
well by stating on his arrival to the klission that he
was required to take possession of all the bulldings
and farm sites as it was the impression in ¥Washington
that the Mission family had moved west of the Mississippi;sl
Mr. Simerwell immediately wrote to Hr. Lincoln informing
the Board of his precarious situation, to Hr. Hamilton,

head of Indian affairs, informing iim of his disappoint-

ment in Colonel Stewart, and also to Hon. L. Cass, 3ec-
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retary of ¥ar, informing him of his late school and re-
newing his application as teacher.52 Upon receiving
¥ir. Simerwell's letter, Mr. Hamilton immediately wrote
to Governor Porter of Kichigan Territory directing
him to cause Mr. Simerwell to be put in the possession
of the buildings and premises he had formerly occupied.
He stated that there would be no objection for Kr. Simer-
well to occupy these buildings, especlally as the govern-~
ment had not paild for them, and that he expected to ask
for sn appropriation to pay for them at the next session
of Congress.33 Previous to this word giving him per-
misslon to remain at the mission, ¥r. Simerwell had a
house built at the cost of two hundred dollarss°? The
house was located on Dueshmaw Lake and ¥r. Simerwell
moved his family there in May of 1832. It was very
hard to leave the mission buildings after living in
them for nine years.®® ¥hen the Indians learned that
the sub agent,; lir. Stewart, was aboul to send Xr.: Simer-
well away from the mission buildings and occupy them
himself, they held a council and decided that if the
sub agent sent lr. Simerwell away that they would send
the sub apent aways The day following this council a
chief who was not present et the first and was a sup-
porter of the Catholice had ancther council and per-
susded the Indians to allow ¥r. Simerwell to leave the

Kission if he would go willingly. %#hen the letters
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came from Mr. Hamilton and Governor Porter directing Mr.
Simerwell to stay and the Indiens were informed of
them, the Principal Chief said that he was very glad as
thlis 1s the place he should stay.36

in the winter of 1832 Luther Rice, an Indian youth,
who had been schooled at Hamilton Institution, assisted
Mr. Simerwell in his Indian writings and helped him
teach school. FKr. Fotts went to the mission at Thomas,.
At this time the family consisted of seventeen, thir-
teen of whom were Indians.37

The Treaty of Chicago ceded land coming within
two miles of the mission to the Government and white
families soon settled on this land. GSome of these
persons kept a constant supply of liquor to sell to
the Indisns. The Indians exchanged not only skins and
furs but also their clothes, hHunting, and coocking
utensils. The whites further injured the Indians by
overcharging them for thelr purchases, 4n Indian
would have to pay thirty-seven and & half cents a yard
for cloth that a white perscn could buy for twenty-
five cents a yard and both of the persons paylng silver
for the cloth. The.Indians often went in debt to the
traders who kept all the accounts and a% the tlme of
the Indian payments he took the bag and counted out

money until his conscience was satisfied. OCthers had

been known to knock the money bag.out of the hand of
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an Indien so he could ald him in picking up the money.
These abuses were enough to destroy any people. The
government provided the laws but the people hed to put
them in executlon. None wounld take the Indians part in
the first plece it was hard to find proof as an Indian.
was proof ageinst an Indian but not against a white
man. lany whites availed themselves of this benefit
as hiring Indians as proof against others for hogs
that were killed. & white man could swear that he saw
another white man sell liquor that eppeared like whiskey,
end made drunk like whickey but unless he tasted it,
his proof was nothing. If & man should execute the
lgws fairly, he could not live in.the country as peti-
tion after petition would have been sent asking for
his removal.®® It is for such injustices and otlers
of similar nature that the missionaries wished to re-
move the Indlans west of the iississippil to a per-
manent home away from the white peogle.

The Catholics made great efforts to keep the
Indizns in thelir former territory and not to remove
them west of the Mississippi. It was also to the tra-
ders' interests to have the Indians remaln in this
territory. These people encouraged a delegation to
start to #ashington to say that they wished to remain
39

where they were or to go a little westward near Chicago.

Many of the Indians were opposed to the delegatlon
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leaving. The Indians reached Detroit but as it wzs uli-
authorized by the governor, they soon returned.40 1t
became apparent that it was imperative that the Indiens
scon be removed to the West. Therefore, Hr, HeCoy di-
rected Hr. Simerwell 1o have the Indians who werc will-
ing to reizove to the West sign a writton requcst that
they te .moved., This petition and a letter written by
HeCoy requesting permission for their removal were sent
to John =aton, Secretary of zar¢41

Mr. Sicerwsll msde a trip to Boston to léarn the
plans of the Board regarding the. Indian schools in tie
igst and to obtain the Board's vliews of himself teforc:
e removcd to the ¥West, The Board advised him to re=-
turn to Carey and to find the number who were willing
to go iest snd also to see if the Government would
assist him in kis rcé¢aovals They favored small estab-
lishments in the-West and were not willing to sustain as
large cstablishments as Carey. Hr. Slmerwell contracted
bilious fever on the trip and was at Gualts seven aeek:
before he could resume his trip home, He returned hose

Harch 27, 1833 after a long and tiresome Jjourney of

three montha.42

In May Er. and Mrs., Simerwell with their three
children were rcady to join tiic group of Indians wlo
were willing to remove at thls time. Due to politiecal

quarrels and changes at Washington, the Fottawatomlies
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and Carey Mission were not removed as soon as it was
planned.43 It was nearly thrse years after the closing
of Carey vefore the ¥ission family could lcave. These
years were ones of snxious waiting, disappocintments,
snd severe toils. Hr. Simerwell kept the scattered
Indians together as well as he could this task was
greater as the Indians had cedsd thelr land to the
Government., The Simerwells were the last of the Bap~

tist Missionaries in Hichigan %o leave for the Indian

Territory.


https://Misai.on

19
CHAPTER 11

THE JOURREY TC KANSAS

Preparation For The Indians Removal

Colonel Pepper wrote a letter to Mr. Siderwell in
Aprll of 1833 stating thet he wes making arrangements
to remove Queh queh ta's band of Indians early in June
and that these Indians wished ¥r. Simerwell to accompany
them. Colonel Fepper stated that he would gladly
facilitate the views of Hr. Simerwell and the Board for
which he worked as far as he could in accordance with
his instructions from the Government.l He reguested
that Mr. Simerwell visit the party of Indisns who hed
collected on the Tabash awaiiing thelir removal west of
the ¥ississippi. ¥r. Simerwell found two hundred and
fifty in camp and the number was increasing daily. FHe
found an industrious, sober, and well meaning group of
Indians who were quite impatient to leave for the West.
Queh queh ta was the principal chief and their religious
teacher. OGne old Indian told Mr. Simerwell that he
knew the country was good as he had been all over it
and they were satisfied with 1t but that they feared
they would find Indiens who would be war living. He
stated thet they were at peace themselves and wished to
live at peace with all men.2 Two hundred and fifty
Indians were enrolled for emigration after enrollment

they were to0ld to hunt for their substance until the
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plans were completed for their emigration. They kept
together untll they were compelled to separate in small
groups due to hunger. They sold their clothing for
food worth slx pence or a shiiling for eclothing worth
five or six dollars.®

In the middle of June arrangements were completed
for the Indians to be gathered near Logansport for the
finel plans for removal. Hr. Simerwell and ¥r. Schoon-
over, one of the Indlan agents, started in search of
Jueh queh ta's band which had now become widely sepa-
rated. They spent three or four days trying to find
any information of the Indians and #r. Schoonover wanted
to give up the search and go back to Logansport but
¥r. Simerwell was quite unwllling to give up the search.
Mr. Simerwell persuaded KEr. Schoonover to go to the
Iroquois Camp ebout forty-five miles west. They hired
a gulde named Fhilips. An Indian trader at the Iroquois
Camp told them that Queh queh ta with ten or twelve men
had started to Logansport and that Wa bo nim had started
to Sugar Creek., Hr. Schoonover was determined to see
Wa bo nim and to bring him back. kr., Simerwell lent his
horse to & half French Indian boy who was to gulde Nr.
Schoonover. They found %Wa bo nim sbont twenty miles
away and he and his Indians were almost starved. They
were preparing to boll a fawn's skin for food. Hr.

Schoonover and Mr. Simerwell spent several days trying
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to collect the Indiens and it was eight or ten days
later before the Indians arrived at Logansport. They
had scattered in every direction and it probably cost
the government ten times what would have sustailned them
before they were collected and under way.%

The traders and others not wishing the Indians to
move to the West had spread romors among the Indians
that the whites and the Indians were preparing for war
in the Yest, They told the Indiens tiast in a short
time whiite soldiers would march through treir country
to join in this contsst. It was very difficult for
Colonel Fepper and WMr. Jimerwell to persuade the In-
dians that these rumors were false. Colonel Fepgper
told Kr. Simerwell that unless he came to the camp and
stayed, he was afraid none- of the Indians would go to
the ¥est., The Indians had expressed & desire to send
an exploring party before they should all leave and
Colonel FPepper decided that if an exploring party of
chiefs should visit the country, perhaps the rest would
be more willing to'go.5 Horses, saddles, and the
necessary provisions wers furnished for this party.
Colonel Pepper conducted the party with Luther Rice us
an interpreter. Luther Rice was very popular with the
Indians and had great influence with them.6 This ex-
ploring party left the twenty-seventh of June. Fifteen

miles east of St. Louis Colonel Fepper and Luther Rice
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left the Indians and they went into St. Louis to talk
to Governor Clark. When they returned to the Indians,
they refused to go any further lest they take the
cholera. TWhen the exploring party returned and the
account of it was published by Sueh queh ta, it was
feared it would cause the Indlans to renew their fears
and refuse to leave but it did not have that effect as
the rest of the Indiesns expressed a desire toc be on
the road.7

Hr. Simerwell moved his family to Logansport the
sixth of July, and on the ninth of July they moved to
the Indian Cemp which was located nine miles west of
Logansport. They found the Indlens very discontented
es from former promises they expected more than they
were to get. The Indians said thal they were displeased
and disappointed but if their request would make thelr
agent and the President poor if it were granted, they
were willing to move at their expense by going in
small groups and hunting on the way. Colonel Sands told
them thst if they moved without him and the other offi-
cers appointed for the purpose, the President would be
displeased and they would not be received wnnen they
reached the wWest and thus lose what they would other-
wise gain. The Indians were so discontented that Colo-
nel Sands went to Logansport and brought back General

Crover who held a council more favorable to the Indians!
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views. He repeated all the provisions for their re-
moval and for their substance after they arrived in the
West, They were told they should have so many thou-
sand dollars for this thing end that after they srrived
at their deatined place, also they should be supplied
with male and female teachers, blackswiths, farmers,
and millers. They were told the horses provided for
their Jjourney would be poor when they got there and
that the agent was going to write to their Great Father
for horses and Colonel Sands said he doubtless would
give them.a The disbursing agent was expected to arrive
in a few days to give out the supplies. Hany Indians
became tired of walting for him and left and it was
feared many more would leave before he arrived. ¥Nr.
Hont gomery, the disbursing agent, arrived the twenty-
third of July but as the Indlans had gone hunting,
nothing could be done that days For the next few days
the Indians and Mr,. Montgomery were in almost continuous
council. The Indlians were again disappointed in the
amount the agent was willing to give them and this
caused harsh words beftween the agents and Mr. kontgom-
ery as he blamed the agents for causing the Indians to
expect things which were not provided.? A4t last the
Indians were silent but they wers not satisfied.

¥r. and Hrs. Simerwell conducted Indian services

end afterwards opened a school at the camp at Logen=
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sports These services were held out-of-doors. The
classes met in a semicircle arocund their teacher and
the cards were nailed to the trees: Hany of the grown
Indians ceme and repeated letters with the children and
Gueh queh ta, who had been studying with ¥Mr., Simerwell,
often wished to show his superlority of the letters.
The Indians were amazed that the commissioners went
fishing on Sunday and 4id not attend the services,
The Indians were opposed to Mr. Simerwell's plan of
opening a school for the ehildren here as they feared
it would displease their prophet if it were opened
without his notice. Queh queh ta promised Hr, Simer=-
well that when they arrived in their new home and the
prophet said that it was all right, then a school should
be opened for a11,10

The final preparstions were completed and the
Indians, Colonel Sands and the Simerwell's started for
Danville on the thirty-first of July. #&r. Schoonover
and suvme of the Chiefs went to Iroguois to get some
things they had left there and to try and persuade soae
of the other Indians to emigrate, The Indians and ¥r.
and lirs. Simerwell waited at Danville until the third
of August for Hr. Schoonover to arrive. He arrived the
second of August with only three Indians. Uf the two
hundred  and fifty-six who enrolled for emicration, a

few over sixty were in the camp at Danville ready to
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start on the journey.ll

Hre. and Ers. Simerwell left Danville Saturday,
August third, and the Indians were to follow on Yon-
day. They asked Hr. Simerwell to keep 1in their company
as they feared some difficulty might arise and they
felt they could not trust those who had so often dis-
appointed them. The Indians %$urned west by Vandelia
and thus became separated from the Simerwells. It was
hoped they could meet the Indians again al aliton on
the Mississippl River but sickness in the Simerwell
family prevented this.

Mr. and Hrs. Simerwell's
Journey to Kansas

Mr. Simerwell'’s family consisted of his wife; his
son, %illlam, seven years of age; Sarah, four years
of age; and Ann, a little past a year old; two Indian
youths; and a young man to drive one of the teams. ¥rs.
Simerwell took the three ch:ildren in the horse wagon
and Mr. Simerwell drove the ox wagon. Shie had great
difficulty in driving the horse as if waes much inclined
to leave the road and brush off the flies as he passed
the bushes and long grasses, The following portion of
a letter written to Dr. Bolles tells of some of their

difficulties:

"7e had travelled from Denville a distance of about
eighty miles in the nigh{ each night travelling ten,
twelve, or fifteen miles as we could reach groves of
timber the flies forbidding us to move in the day and
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and even at night we found them to be very numerous,
Eging informed that the flies would not interrupt our
cattle aftor we reached the ilississippi we felt disposed
to work our way through this way of travelling, It
was difficult we couldn't keep the road snd the heavy
dews kept us continually wet., Ye came within two miles
cf this place (Decatur) when three were teken sick we
stopped two days on way to teke medicine but the fever
came on too violently we were obliged to force our way
to this village in the day time regardless of the flies,
but our cati%e were nearly exiiausted when we reached
this place,

Three members of the family were critically 111l
when they reached Decatur., %Wllllam was so sick that they
had little hopes of his recovery. After a month spent
in Decatur they believed they were well enough to begin
their Jjourney again but %r. Simerwell became very sick.
It was nine weeks alter their arrival at Decatur before
they were all recovered. Cn thie tenth of Uctober trey
again reseumed their journey to the %est. The seven-
teenth of Cctober they arrived at the crossing of the
Illinois River, kxnown as Phillips Ferry, here an un-.
favorable wind caused them to wait until the next day
to cross. They met two or three famillies from Indiana
who were going to Hissouri but the next day when the
wind permitted crossing they decided to return to Indlana.
Three days after they crossed the Hississippl, twelve
miles from Faris, Hr. Simerwell once more became 11l
and they were obliged to stop four more days. At this
place they were fortunate in obtaining a man who would

go with them as far as Chariton on the ilssouri River.
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They procesded without any undue troubles until they

reacned Chariton, Eere once more they were compelled
to stop, this time due to the loss of one of the oxen
ir quick sand, I% was declded to proceed slowly and to
iry and arrive with the two yokes, Gften they wers
stopped by high waters or stuck fast in muddy ereeks,
This made their journey slower and more difficult.
They arrived at Isacc ¥eCoy's house, sixteen miles west
of Independence, Missouri, the fourteenth of November.
The day of their arrival Hr. Simerwell was taken sick

and was not able to leave the house until 3pringa;3
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CHAPTER III

SHAWNEE MISSION

Hr. and ¥rs. Simerwell remained at Mr. MeCoy's
home until spring. ZEarly in the spring of 1834 Hr.
Evans was dlsmissed from missionary work by the Board.
¥r. Simerwell then moved into the Shawnee Mission House
living in the rooms the EZIvans had formerly occupied.

During the winter of 13833 ¥r., Simerwell became
deeply interested in the usefulness of printing books
for the Indlans in their language, He talked this plan
over with HMr. Meeker and asked him to publish a cate-
chism he hed prepared in the Fotteawatomie language.

Mr. HMeeker was willing to publish the book but he thought
the English orthography did not readily apply to the
Indian tongue and he suggested that ¥Mr. Simerwell
examine the alphabet that he had prepared in the Ottawa
Language. This alphabet, as it was designed, d4id not
necessitate spelling and indeed, spelling was impracti-~
cable. The English type was used to save the expense

of founding other., Characters merely indiceted the
position of the organs of speech preceding and follow-
ing the articulastion of sound by which the latter was
modified, None of the characters had a name so that

the learner at once was taught their use. For example,
this character "p" directed the reader to press the lips

with a slight expansion and pressure of the organs



29
within, this character "o" gave the sound of "o" as in
"not" and this character "t" to place the end of the
tongue hard %o the roof of the mouth, consequently, he
pronounced "pot", transpose the letters end by the same
rule, he pronounced "top". Not more than twenty-three
characters were found necessary in writing any Indian
Language, The use of these could be learned as soon as
the learner had acquired a knowledge of the uses of the
characters. He could read because by placing the or=-
gans of speech as directed by the characters and by
articulating sounds as the characters occurred which
denoted them, he necessarily pronounced words as they
were written.} This alphabet was adopted for the Ottawa
and the Pottawatomie. ¥r. Blanchard and Hr. Evans

made alphabets on the same plan for the Delewares and

Shawnee languaaea.z

The Bulletin of American Ethnology lists the follow-
ing works of ir. Simerwell:

%lkr/Fotrwatome/msina/kin; /Kewrnpinukatr/Siseminwrn,
/okena/ton. /Tr min kesis-1834
tso Fponkit pe kanekit/Hesus/
Shawannoe Kission/J. Heeker printer/1834/
Title verso blank/ l. test entirely in Fottawatomi
pp 3-32,18¢°
Primer lessons pp. 3~13 a dlalogue, pp 1l4-17. - Frayers
pp. 17-21, 1st Extracts from Cenesis, pp. 21-28 Hymns,
pp. 28-30-~Explanation of the "Pottawatomie characters®

pPp. &0-32.

(Chatechism and hymns in Potawatomi language. 1832)
Manuseript, 32 unnumbered 11 4,° in the possession of
the complier of this bibliography. Pasteboard covers.
The recto of the first leaf has the heading "Indian
Chatechism"; the verso has had a more detailed heading,
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followed by the alphabet, but the lezaf has been partly
torn off and little of the heading 1s left. The date
1832 is preserved. The verse of the second leaf has
the numerals 1-13-Chatechism {English interlined) 11
4«12, Fymns (English accompanying) 11 13-32,

This manuseript was received from Wm. Lykins, Kansas
City, Mo. In June 1889. %¥ho stated that he found it
among papers of his father, Johnston Lykins, and that
it is in the handwriting of HMr. Simerwell.

(Dialogues, etec. In English and Potweatemi.)
KHenuscript, 14 leaves, 16. In possession of #r. John
B. Dunbar, Bloomfield, K. J. Towards the end are three
pacges and a half of conversation in Fotewatomi, with
inerlinear English translation. Apparently written in
liichigan before 1834, sxcept five pages which are in
Heekerian orthorography. The name of Mr. Cass, who
resigned the governorship of #dichigan in 1831, is men-
tioned in one of the dialogues.

(Discourses, translations, and fragments of Inglan
grammar., )

FFive manuscripts in Potewatoml language, in the library
of Kangas Historical Socisty, to which they were pre-
sented by krs. Sarah Baxter and Mrs. Elizabeth Carter
in 1879, Title from Transactions of Kansas Etate His-
torical Soclety, Vol. 1 and 3, Pg. 98.

(Grammar of Fotewateml language.)
#Hanuscript twenty five paies closely written, in posscss-
ion of ir. R. S, Baxter, Auburn, Shawnee County, iansas.

~{FPart of Gospel of Matthew, Chapter i to iii, verse 6
in Fotewateml; alsoc short sentences etc. in Potewatemi
and Inglish.)

#anuscript, 12 leaves 169. In possession of Mr. John
B. Dunbar, Bloomfield, N. J. The gospel and few other
pages are in the orthography invented by #r. ¥eeker

in 1834; the rest of the manuscript is apparently of
clder date.

~-(A partial vocabulary of Potawatomi language, and a
hymn in the same.)

Ranuscript ‘n library of Kansas Fistorical Society,
Topeka. Fresented by Xr. R. 5. Baxter in 1878,
Title from Transections of Kansas State Historical
Society, Vol. 1 and 2, P. 34.

~(Vocabularies, verbal conjugation, and short sentences,
in English and Potewatemi)

Hanuscript, 2) lcaves, 10 of which are blank, 4 in
possession of ir. John B. Punbar, Bloomfield, N. J.
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The text commences at one end of the volume with word
man-a nin eh, ete. At the other end (revsrsing the
volume) it begins Food or i#eat = me chin, etc. The
orthography is apparently eerller than 18Z4, in which
year lr. Meeker's system was adapted.
-{Vocabulary, English and Potawstomie)
Hanuseript, 36 leaves, of which 10 are blank, sq 189,
In possession of iir, John B. Dunbar, Bloomfield, N. dJ.
Contains 650 words alphabetically arranged, and written
apparently before the adoption of the New System of
orthography in 1834.
and Noaquet, Potrawatomie nkumwinin, / epe/ Natotaie-~
winin/ Siseminwin epe Norqit, / okena/ tonawa/ Pukon
Kesis, 1835,/ (Three lines Folewatemi)
Shawanoe Baptist Mission: J Meeker Printer:/ 1835,
Title verso explanation text entirely in Potawatomi
language pp. 3 - 83, index p. 84, 18°
Primer lcssons 3f5. Katekisam pg. 7-46-Eymns 47-83.

In the gpring Queh gueh ta cazxe to see ¥r,. Simer-
well. Hr. Simerwell visited the Foltawatomies as soon
as his health permitted. The Fottawatomies were at
thie Xickapoo village near Fort Leavenworth. Hr., Simer=~
well was compelled to teach the Indlans in their small
huts as no otler place could be provided until they
were permanently located. To aid in teaching, he
compiled and had printed & smell book in Pottawatomie
probably the primer of thirty-two pages mentioned in
the 1list of his works. In February of 1835 Mr. Simer-
well wrote to Dr. Bolles of the Boston Board asking
that the Board re-establish a school among the Fotta-
watomie Indians. The Indians were pleased with the
plan of being taught in their own language, but they

also expected a school where thelr children could have
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the advantages of an English Education. The Indians
locked %o the Baptists to rsopen their school. Hr,
Simerwell was directed by the Board to spend almost his
entire time among the Indians; this meant he must be
separated from his family as they still remained at the
Shawanoe Hisslon. His plan was to teach by means of
the "New System" gaining their confidence and a desire
for education, The books that they read would emlighten
them on the subject of religion.? 1In 1835 there were
ebout 490 Pottawatomies at their villags.

Mr, licCoy and Hr. Simerwell were anxious to reopen
their mission for the Pottawatomics and to try and
hasten the reopening of thelr mission, Hr, icCoy wrote
to lr. Eewing, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, inquiring
if any further steps should be taken by the Baptlst
Board to insure authority from the government to continue
the mission among the Pottawatomies, and if so, to
point out the proper course to pursne.5

January 24, 1835, Elizabeth the fourth c¢hlld of
¥r. and Hrs. Simerwell was born at the Shawanoe lission
Station.

‘Mareh 20, 1835, HMr. Simerwell and Mr. EKeeker
staerted on a tour to examine the land assigned to the
Pottawatomies by the Treaty of Chicago. This land
was located on the northeast side of the Hissouri

River and above the State of iissouri. On the twenty=-
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ninth, they arrived at Zeigler's Settlement where Hr.
Heeker addressed the Indians 1n the afternoon and ¥r.
Gimerwell in the evening. On the thirtieth they ar-
rived at the Kickapoo village here they visited the
Indian agent, Er, Davis, and the Pottawatomies. They
invited two of the chiefs to accompany them on their
tour., They readily accepted but the next morning
the Indisns told Hr. Davis that it was not their desire
to have any of thelr chiefs go on the tours After
hiring a young man as a gulde ¥r. Simerwell and ir.
Heeker continued their tour. They found the country
to be of first-rate land and well-timbered with hard
maple, box elder, walnut and oak uniil they crossed
the Noteuna. After they crossed ths Notaua, the land
was thin and badly timbered. They werse told they
would have found good land had they gone up the Missouri
or thie Notaua thirty miles farther, Thsy returned to
the Kickapoo village April seventh having covered two
hundred miles on their tour. {r. Meeker returned to
the Shawnee Mission and Hr. Simerwell remained at Queh
gqueh ta's Camp to teach. Mr, Davis advised the Potta-
watomies to remain et the Kickapoo village until their
lands should be assigned to them,5

The Pottawatomies were becoming very poor as they
were unable to farm until they should move on to the

lands which were yet tou be assigned to thems They were


https://India.ns

34

going in .debt for their provisions as they were unable
to subsist on hunting alone,’ They were also dis-
satisfied with the land given them by the Treaty of
Chicago in 1833, and they preferred to settle on the
Osage River adjoining their old allies, the Ottawas,
and their old neighbors, the Yeas, Peorias, and others,
In the fall of 1835, HMr, Simerwell and the Pottawatomie
Chief made a tour of the Harias des cygene.s The old
chief was much pleased with the land and that winter
two companies of Indians visited Wachington to try and
persuade the government to substitute lands on the
Osage River for the land assigned them by the Treaty
of Chicago.>

In the spring of 1837, the ecndition of the Fotta=-
watomies had become so distressing that lr. Simerwell
could accomplish 1little in his work. Their conversation
was almost entirely as their situation as a nation.
Cne party reflected on another and some cast all the
blame on the government. They felt that their situ-
ation had become desperate and they regarded the past
as a sample of what they could expsct in the fulure,
They viewed svery movenent of the government with
jealousy and had little faith in any promises made to
them. They wer: continually drunk and when Hr. Simer-
well spoke to them regarding religious or temporal

metters, they answered him that they would attend to
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them when they were settled in their own country.lo

Mre. Simerwell held meetings with the Delewares
ten miles this side of Fort Leavenworth as he made his
visits to0 the Fottawatomles. These Indians spoke Eng-
lish and almost all of them were professors of Christian-
ity 11

In 1832 when Secretary EZaton retired from office
he was about to instruet the Superintendent of Surveys,
then in his employ, to set apart e portion of the un-
appropriated lands in a central part of the contemplated
territory for the seat of government of the territory--
should it become organized. It wes thought advisable
that a few miles should be reserved from cession to any
tribe in which reservation all the tribes should have
a common interest, on which should be erected all pub-
lic buildings. It was proposed to lay off the districts
into town lots and ferm lots, the latter to contain
Tforty to eighty acres. A mcmber of any tribe waus to
be at liberty to select and occupy any lot. Isaac lic-
Coy was a supporter of this plan of government and worked
hard to secure its passage in Congress. Nothing further
was done in regard to this untii 1837 whea the Depart-
ment of Indlen Affairs issued orders to the Superin-
tendent of Surveys to sslect and report a place sultable
for the above objectdl2 The Bill passed the Senate in

1838 but failed in the House; it was introduced zgain in
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1839 and again passed the Senate but was not brought
up in the House. 12 fThus, the proposed plan of organi-
zation of the Indian Territory failed.

Mr. Davis, the sub agent for the Fottawatomies, was
very anxious to know the locatlion of his sub agency in
time for him to plant his garden. He went to ¥r. icCoy's
house in hopes that ir. #cCoy had instructions tc make the
tour. iir. deCoy hed received instructions to survey the
site for the seat of government so an exploring tour at
this time was desirable. april 20, 1837, ir. Davis, iir.
Simerwell, 4r. Polke and son from Indiana, who wished to
establish & trading house, and Dr. Chute, who expected to
be appointed surgeon for the Pottawatomles, Er. FHolliday,
a Fottawatomie, and Lewis kicNaff, a Chippewa, started
on a tour of the country. The second day lir. Simerwell's
horse broke its hobbles and escaped and they were unable
to catch it. #¥r. Simerwell was unable to walk on account
of the injury received the day before when his horse
threw him so they walked by turns. 411 the members of
the party were well pleased with the country. The party
returned home the third of Hay.*

#ir. Davis was selected sub agent for the 7eas,
Piankeshas, Feorias, Kaskahias, Ottawa, and Fottawat-
omies of Indiana, and Kr. James was appointed as sub
agent for tre united bands of Chippewa, Ottawas, and

Pottawatomies, of Council Bluffs. Kot one of these
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Indians were near Council Bluffs and, therefore, this
appointment was made with the expectation these bands
would go up the Missouril and settle on the lands assigned
to them in 1833, Thils was very unfortunate as all the
Pottawatomices that Xr. Davis had been feeding wished
to go to the Osage. Mr. MeCoy asked General Tipton
to prevall upon the ecommissioner of Indian affairs to
allow Davis to take all the Pottewatomies he had in his
charge to the Csage and to assure the others, who may
enigrate, that they were at liberty to go up the #issourd
but that the government preferred that they go to the
Osage. He felt that it would be unfortunate to divide
the tribe at this time.1® General Ti,.ton wrote the
Commissloner of Indian Affeirs iInforaming him of war be-
tween the Cmehas and FPawnees &nd that 1t was feared
the Sioux and Iowas would be drawn into it and to avold
danger to the Pottawatomies of the Prairle, as they
would be in the war path between the hostile bands,
to allow all the Pottawatomles to go with Davis to the
Csage River. He pointed out the fact that they were
all the same people, all Pottawatomies, and that they
had never wished to go up the lissouri. He sald it
would be better to settle them on the Usage as it would
not be ten years before the whites would want to in-
habit the country up the iiissouri to Council Bluffs

and north to St. Peter.i6
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In 1837 permission was given to General Atkinson
for all the Pottawatomies to join the settlement on
the Osage. Their substance was to be supplied on the
route and for one year. They were to be supplied with
land equal in extent o all of their wants. All the
provisions of the Treaty of 1833 would be considered
as applicable to them in the proposed location as if
they had gone to the land assigned them by that treaty.l7

After permission was secured to permit them to go
to the Gsoge, it was bellieved that almost all the
Pottawatomies near Fort Leavenworth would go there.
The arrival of ¥r. James, sub agent, changed this. 1In
& few deys General Gaines arrived and undertook to re-
move all the Prairie Pottawatomies up the Hissouri.
He chartersd a steamboat to carry invalid Indians &and
provisions. He contracted for thelr subsistence, cm-
ployed a farmer for them and with his speeches caused
the Indians %o be anxious to go up the Hissouri. Fortu-
nately Hr. Davis reached the garrison and discovered
that General Gaines was planning to take nearly all of
his Pottawatomies. Hr. Davis prevailed upon General
Gaines to tell the Indlans that their treaty provisions
would be fulfilled if they went on the CGsage. Davis
then enrolled five hundred to go to the Usage. He
feared that as soon as he left, efforts would be re-

newed to induce them to go to the kissourl. IHe asked
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Mr. Simerwell to go there immediately and to remain
wish them until he returned. Topinbee was the principal
chief of the nation and wherever he settled, the main
body could be expected to settle. Fis St. Joseph party
consisted of a thousand to sixteen hundred. Topinbee
sald he would emigrate with Luther QRiceé., Luther Rice
informed iykins that he had no intentions of going
up the Iﬁissouri.18 Colonel Sands was resolved to take
all his enmigrants to Council Bluffs and even threatened
to employ the dragoons to accomplish this. Through
the great decision of Mr. Scott and Rice, Topinbee
broke off and came to the Osage bringing one or two
hundred others.lg Thus, against the wishes and opinions
of the Missionaries, the Pottawatomie Indians were
divided, part of the tribe going up the MHissourl River
and a pert golng to the Gsage River.

In September of 1837 MNr., Simerwell began to make
preparations to move to Pottawatomie Creek with his
fanily. Scme of the Indians arrived here while he was
building his cabin and cutting some hay. Xe was taken
slck with a billious fever and lay in the rain for three
days too sick to move. He was too weak to go lLiome by
himself so he went to Mr. Meekers end remained a week
until he recovered enough to ride home in a wagon. He
was coniined to his room for five weeks before he could

remove his family to Fottawatonmie Creek, 290
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CHAPTER 1V
HMISSION ON POTTAWATOHMIE CREEK

lission Under The Boston Board

In Cctober, 1837, Hr, Simerwell hired two wagons
to move his family to Pottawatomie Creek. When they
arrived, they found their house was not comgleted and
the man that was hired to do this work hed gone. UNr.
Meoker assisted by sending Willlam A&sh, an Indian, %o
work and after much difficulty, the house was finished
80 that they could live in 1t, The country assigned
to the Pottawatomies was on Pottawatomie Creek. The
uission establishment was on the south side of the
Pottawatomle Croek, about nine miles from its junection
with the Osage River, and about three miles from the
tract of land reserved for the seat of government for
the Indian Territory. The country was well supplied
with water and rock and consisted of both timbered
and prairie lands.! The country was twenty-four alles
in width and extended west two hundred milee.2 The
cabin which ¥r. Simerwell built was aboul a mlle and a
quarter below where Henry Sherman was killed and tle
mission buildings were farther up the creek.® This
crossing of the Pottawatomie was recognized as a ford
before the Pottawatomie Indians were located here as

it was mentioned in HeCoy's Journal of April 29, 1837,
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in his deseriptlon of the country he had surveyed for
the Pottawatomie Indians.?

The mission on Pottawatomie Creek was a continu-
ation of the Carey Mission in ¥ichigan, HNissionary
labors had not been discontinued since the suspension
of Carey but owing to the unsettled state of the Indians
because of their removal, litile could be accomplished.
An English school had not been maintained since thseir
removal but Hr, Simerwell had taught a few by means of
the New System. Four adults could read a small book
he had written and had printed in their language. It
was Hr, Simerwell's plan to teach the Indian childrén
to read both in English and Pottawatomie based on the
New System, The Indiens often did not understand what
they read in the English so the number that read with

understanding was sdall.s

In January of 1838, Mr. Simerwell's prospects were
brighter and many adults were willing to be. taught
to read. He was greatly hindered by not heving an
assistant es he had little time to give to missionary
labors after attending to his family affairs under the
disadvantages of a new setitlement. He had the opportu-
nity of kiring a half Indian youth to assist him but
he did not have the funds. MNr. HcCoy advanced him the
money until they could write to the Boston Board and

receive their approval. The Board did not authorize
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the hiring of the youth so the maetter was &ropped.6 Mr.
Simerwell wrote to the Board requesting that they send
a minister to assist him. He felt the Baptists were
falling behind without this aid as the Catholics and
Hethodist llasions were well supplied with help. The
prospects wers good but he could not accomplish much

single handed. He taught from tent to tent and some-

times in his home.7

Br. Meeker wrote to Reverend HcCoy the following
on January, 1838, regarding 8r. Simerwellt!s school:

"I concluded to visit Mr. Simerwell, I rode over
on Saturdsy evening arnd altogether things are discourag-
ing yet I was pleased to find that Bro. S. had created
some way or other a great desire in the Fotawatomies to
learn to read and write, etc« He only commenced in the
forepart of last week to learn them to read and now it
seems that .almost everybtody, men, women and children
are not only willing but anxious to be taught. The
young chief, To-pe-ne-bee, his brother and many others
aro.nd him seem determined to learn. Bro. S. had been
teaching in their camps all the forenoon after dinner
he and 1 went again and staid till near nipght teaching
and singing hymns, 1t was proposed that I deliver an
address on Sabboth morning in English. All thet could
be collected came together I felt much freedom in speak-
ing on the necessity of experiencing the Hew Birth after
meeting we again (John Jones too) went to the camps to
sing and teach, but wme found all absent at a Council.

We sang and taught some among the wumen and children

and returned at sunset., In less than half an hour after
sun down the Indians began to come to be taught. kEr. S,
was teaching men, Hrs. S. in another corner teaching
women and Wm. Allen in another place teaching boys.

The Inds, would learn with all their might, 15, 20, or
3 minutes and then leave and give place for others.
7hen Sister S, got tired she gave Lititia her place who
teaches as cheerfully as any of them. Jones, too, in
the other room was teaching part of the time thus the
teaching continued until eight o'clock during which time
I supyose from fifteen to gwenty men ‘and women received

more or less instruction.®
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In 1838 Mr. Simerwell was appointed teacher for
the Pottawatomies under the patronage of the Boston
Board. He began his day school in Jan. of 1839, with
three Indlan boys and his own children. The number soon
increased the following wesk to seven Indian boys.

The Pottawatomies had been induced to request the
government to subdivide so much of their lands as was
needed for immediate occupancy, each holding his land
in severalty. icCoy submitted their petition to the
Department of Indlan Affairs and also a scheme which he
had recommended for conveying the same into effect. Hr.
Foinsett, Secretary of ¥War, took Just view on the sub-
Jeet and prompt attention was given to it, but contrary
to what was expected, the committee on Indien affairs
of the Senate, without doubting the importance of the
measure to the Indlans, doubted the propriety of the
Government to undertake these surveys supposing it was
work the Indians ought to do at their own expense. The
failure in thls scheme was deeply felt by the missionar-~
ies ss they doubted any point in business of life more
evident than industry and enterprise. This was the first
instance of an Indian tribe to express a desire to hold
lands in severalty.g

A Temperance Organization was formed at Fottawat-

omie the following is the brief entry in the Heeker

cournal of the organization:
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Ajuly 3, 1832. Hide in company with sixteen men
to Potawatomie, Furnish provisions for them while en-
camped, for supper and breakfast, Visit T, J. Jones,
Lodge with Bro. 3imerwell. Temperence Soclety 1is ore
ganized. e pass a number of resolutions. After a
short intermission we agaln meet. ¥vhen I deliver a
short introductory address written for the occasion
by the Indian agent, A. L. Davis. MNr, Lewis King and
ir. Luther Rice also deliver addresses in Indian.
Thirty-six Indians, of both sexes, then signed the
Temperence pledge making in all 94 members, 22 of them
being Ottawas; after which all the members partook of
a dinner-fsepared for the occasion by a few of the
members, "

The mission building was erected in 1840. June
the 28th, 1840, Mr. dMeeker visited this station and
preached to twenty Indians in the Ottawa language.

This was the first religious meeting held in the mise
sion. At this time there had been bullt at Fottawatomie
a dwelling, a school house, and a cook house besides
the mission building. dIn the report of the Secretary
of War of 1840 regarding the school at Fottawatomie

he stated, "That the school taught by #r. Simerwell hed
been suspended, and that arrangements had been made

to start & school for females to be called the "Shields
Female Academy.® This school was to be taught by lrs.
Simerwell and Hliss Elizgbeth Stinson. The puplils were
to be lodged, fed, and clothed at the cost of the mis-
sion; and the number in the school was to depend upon
the support received. The starting of the school was
delayed by sickness in the Simerwell family. This idea

had grown out of a remark of the Commissioner of Indian
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Affalirs regarding the education of Indian girls, ig
was also planried to teach a number of male pupils who
would board and lodge at their respective homes, Some
progress had been made the past session in iteaching
the adults %o read in their own language. This was
the only practicable method for adults as they were ad-
verse to reading Engliah.ll

Mr, Simerwell keenly felt the need of a minister
to aid him in his work at the mission. He had written
several times to the Boston Board stressing his need
of such ald, and lir. #McCoy and Meeker had also written
asking them to send him aid. The Board failed to send
him an assistant. The Board was too far from the
missions to understand their problems and needs and they
did not keep in touch with the Indians through commis-
sioners as the Government did. This is probably the
reason that the Boston Board faliled to understand the
HMiasionaries problems and needs. In 1840 Hr., Simerwell
wrote ¢o Hr. Bolles, of the Boston Board, offering to
support himself by agalin taking the position as Govern-
ment blacksmith and his sslary as a missionary was to
be used to employ a minister for the station. Dr.
Bolles favored this plan and praised Mr. Simerwell for
his cooperation and promlised to send a minister as soon

as a suitable person could be found,1%
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During the years 1841 and 1842 differences arose
between HeCoy, Lykins, and the Boston Board and some
of its missionaries, MNeCoy favored the forming of a
new Board of Indian Missions. This idea was opposed
by Pratt, Blanchard, and ¥eeker. A meeting was held
in Louilsville, June 1842, to consider the importance
of a western organization for the promotion of Indian
#Hlsslons. A report in the form of & circular and
containing an address by Isaac NcCoy was sent to the
Baptist Churches, Assoclation, Conventions, Socleties,
and Individuals in the United States inviting them to
attend a meeting in Cincinnatl the following October.
Seventy-one delegetes met at Cincinnatl, Getober 27th.
This body waes called the “"Western Baptist Convention®
end remained in session three days. This convention
organized the *Américan Indian Mission Association®
with headquarters at Louisville, Kentucky. Ismac e~
Coy was the corresporiing secrelary and general agent,
This organigzation was powerful in Indien work. It
ended in 1855 when it transferred its work to the Home
Hission Board of the Southern Baptlst Convention,1d

Johnston Lykins was trensferred toc the Feuttawatomie
Station and occupied one end of the mission house and
Hr. Simerwell occupied the other. Xr. Simerwell con-
tinued his shop work. They held mectings every Sunday.

The usual number was from O to 10.1% In June of 1842
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Johnston Lykins received word from Reverend Peck of the
Boston Board that as Lykins had no school in any sense
under his superintendence, it was voted first that he
should no longzer be considered as a schoolteacher under
the United States Government at Shawanoe and that his
salary should come from the General Fund. In the same
letter tir, Peck stated that since ir. Simerwell's resig-
nation of his place as United States Schoolteacher,
they had been uneble to secure a substitute for the
place.15 Both ilr. Lykins and Mr. Simerwell were sur~
prised to receive this letter from Hr. Feeck and ¥r,

Lykins immediately wrote the following to ir. Peck:

LE & 2

"No less am I astonished at the vote of the Board
thet you (I) should no longer be considersd as a school
teacher under the U, S, Government at Shawanoe, and that
your (my) salary for the past year be drawn from the
Generel Hissionary fund. "By the Board I was appolnted
a missionary %o the Shawanoes,™ nor have 1 at any time
since my location west of the Mississippl held an
appointment as "school teacher under the U. S. Govern-
ment." Again not being an "United States School Teacher"
I had no reason to suppose that my salary had at any
time been paid out of funds drawn from the U. S. but
from the "General Fund.™

I would respecttfully remind you of a similar mis-
take in regard to Mr. Simerwell's resignation of his
place as & United States School Teacher. Hr. Simerwell
has never held an appointment as a United States Echool
Teacher. ir. Simerwell has never held an appointment
as a United States_School Teacher since he came to the

Indian Territory."16

Due to differences with the Boston Hissionary
Board and some of its missionery brethern, Johnston
Lykins resigned as a missionary of this Board, November

28, 1842.17 Lykins was appointed as Government Fhysiclan
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to the Pottawatomies January 1, 1843. Johnston Lykins
and his wife were eppointed as missionaries to the
Pottawatomies by tie Indian ¥lssion association of
Loulaville, February 2, 1843, They remained with the
Fotawatomies until the death of Ers. Lykins, Septemier
23, 1844, From the time of his wife's death, Lykins
wag general missionary in charge of all the stations
of the Board in the territory.la

iir, Simerwell was surprised to receive a letter
August 10, 1843 from the Boston Board stating that as
he had changed his employment and had relinquished his
salary that his direct missionary labors had ceased.
This wes 2s8peclally surprising to him as at the tirme ¢
his again taking the position as government suith, Dr.
Bolles had so heartily agreed to the plan., The Board
supported their c¢lalm by quoting the rule that com-
pensation received by the missionaries while in the
service of the Board should be regarded &s belonglng
to the common treasury and the missionaries still re-
ceilve their support from the Boord.l® Mr. Simerwell
felt that if the Board disapproved of him supporting
himself, they should have returned his salary and asked
him to labor as before., e wrote to ¥cCoy telling him
of the Board desiring separation due to him supporting
himself and wrote that if the Boston Board wished him

to remain their missionary, they should have advised
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him that it was necessary that his salary from the
Government should pass into the hands of the Board and
that he should look to them for support and they had
failed to do this.®@ @mr. Simerwell’s salary as the
Government smith was only 2480 a year and he had four
children to support. He had to pay tuition for three
of then in the stete., HMr. Peck wrote to Hr, Simerwell
April 18, 1844, that the Boston Board had decided to
cccupy the Pottawatomie Station no longer) anrnd the
connection that had existed between that Board and ir.
Simerwell was also closed. Hr. Peck stated this resulted
in no degree from dissatisfaction on their part.zl

Hr. Lykins was in Loulsville, Kentucky, at the
time and wrote the following to Kr. Simerwell:

"The convention passed off harmonlously. They
agreed to transfor tle¢ Indian Stations if the Lission-
aries should agree to it and the Fresident was instruct-
ed to inform tl:e iissionaries of thie Boston Board (with-
out comment) of the vote and receive their answer. Dr.
wayland, the President, will doubtless write to you and
desire a decision which Board yom prefer. It is under~
stood and agreed that neither Board is to write those
Kisgionaries~-leaving them to choose for themselves.,”

He added confidentially, ®Now, I suggest to you,
as the Bd, of Boston when they had no uge for yo: shewed
a determination to cast you overboard to say to the
Fresident of the Conventlon, "I prefer a transfer to
the Indian #¥ission Board." This cause would not reguire
you to accept an appt. from this Bd. unless you choose,
but 1t would open the way .for this Bd. {0 send a mission-
ary forthwith to Potawatomie which they wish to do.

But should you decide t¢ remain under the wing of the
o0ld Bd it may shut the door against the operations at
your place of this association." ...
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#iission Under Fatronage of Louisville Board

Mr. and Ers. Simerwell wers appointed missionaries
by the Board of tke American Indian Mission sssociatlion,
August 21, 1844. The following is a copy of their
appointment by this Boarg:

Louisvillie, Ky. Aug. 21, 1844

Bro. Robert Simerwell
My dear Brother

At ‘the monthly meeting of the Board of Managers
of the American Indian Mission Association, on tle 19
inst. The following preamble and resolutlions in ref-
erence %o you, werse unamimously adopted.

"The Board belilng informed that Hr. Robert Simer-
well, who has falthfully laboured es a miesionery for
many years, though for scme time past not in the employ-
ment of any missionary Socletly, is still resident in
the Putawatomie nation, in which place he may be inclined
to remain for some time to come, and he belng in dbusi-
ness assigned him by the government, by which he sup-
ports and may continue to support himself, therefore,
Resolved, that Brother Robert Simerwell and wife be
appointed migsionaries of this Board as long as they
may desire to remain among the Putawatomies, and that
they be requested to promote the interests of religlon,
and the operations of ¢his Board among the Putawatomie,
to the extent of their opportunities: and thet the
corresponding secretary furnish them with the requiste
Credantlials, ™

By the adoption of the above, the Board belicved
that they would strengthen your hands in your efforts
to promote religion and its gécompanying benefits among
the Futawatomies, so long as you should choose to re-
main among them. It is alsc thought to be a tribute
of respect due to you and Sister Simerwell for & long
series of labors for the salvation of the Indlaus, and
at the same time the Board desire to avail themselves
of the benefit of your experiences in Indian affairs
and of your cooperation so far as your circumstances
will admit. The appointment 1is not expected divert
your attention in the least from the duties reguired by
your commission from the government, nor are the Board
ptrepared to contribuie to the means of your support.
But we wish you to feel yourself identified with the
Board, as a fellow laborer with our otlher missionaries


https://111d1a.ib

51

in that country, in counsel, and in effort as far as
you have opportunity and we desire you to correspond
with us, and, with the exceptions already noticegd,

to consider yourself as properly in connection with us,
as any other missionary belonging to this Board. It
ie known that Sister Simerwell's health has failed,
and 1t is supposed the t1ime is not distant when you
may feel inclined to leave the Indian country. This,
being now anticipsted, can be done without disappoint-
ment to us, or blame to you. %e hope you will accept
of this appointment, and notify us of the same as early
as practicable,

%We shall forbear giving you particular instructions,
because your acquaintance with the people, and with the
whole matter, renders it unnecessary. FPlease to confer
with our other missionaries, and do not fail to inform
us from time 4o time of every thing which you think
would be interesting to us.

With great respect and affection I am officially
and personally yours

Isaac icCo
Cor. Sec.2

Miss Eliza McCoy, a niece of Isaac McCoy, was sent
by the Loulsville Board as a missionary to the Potta-
watomie Station in 1844, ©She was to receive a salary
of one hundred dollars and it was hoped that donatlions
of clothing and other articles would help make up the
deficiency in her salarys, She was especlally sent to
assist in teaching the Indien women. She wrote to the
Jeffersonville Church in 1845 that they had a small
Sabbath School and on each Thursday afternoon a female
prayer meeting and reguler preaching on the Sabbath and
Wednesdaya.24 In her report to the Secretary of Far
for 1845 she reported the followin; regarding her school:

"The whole number enrolled is 20 - 15 boys be~

tween 7 ~ 18 and 5 girls between 8 - 16. Uf the whole
number, e€leven read and write, the balance spell more

or less. eow
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As an inducement to better attendance in the
school, one meal a day was given part of the time

and some clothing have béen furnished the destitute
but no boarders have as yet been taken into the family.

LR R

There are connected with the school besides myseslf

g?oLdiiége ng %upporg ;rom gie ﬂisgiogzgoard, Dr. H.
v and ¥r. and i#rs. Simerwell.

The Indians desired the missionaries to board. the
children in tiie mission family. They said they had been
promised & boardlng school but for many years had been
disappointed and did not know what to believe. Hr. Simer-
well took a girl into his family, who lived toc far away
from school to attend. In a few weeks the father re-
turned with her sister and pleaded so hard that he could
not refuse to take the sister into his home also. The
father stated thst he did not want to send them to & Cath-
olic School, The father, a former pupil of Carey, was
anxious to place his children in their school, 26

Plans were beling made in 1846 to unite the Potta-
watomie Indians by exchenging lands on the Usage for
lands on the Xansas River and to bring the Council

Bluff Indians to the Kansas River. %hen Isaac HcCoy

heard of this plan, he sent the following letter to

Johnston Lykins:
Loulsville, Ky. Jan. 30, 1846

Dr. J. Lykins

'y Dear Son
I have received yours of the 9th inst. 1 am very

sorry to hear there is a scheme of government for re-
moving the Putawatomies, I am very much opposed to it.
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As soon as they begin to move the tribes about, the
whole policy will be unsettled. The next thing after
removal will be the settlement of white people on the
lands they leave. You have not informed me who are to
occupy the country they leave, I presume you do not
know. As to the sickliness of that country there is no
reason to suppose that the Kanzas River will be any
more¢ healthy. The Futawatomie Country is only unhealthy
for want of improvement in greazing, fields, and houses.
Any new fertile, prairie country is, and must be un-
healthy until improved, and the people learn to take
care of themselves.

As to the convenience of having the Putawatomies
all in one body, I esteem it a small malter as compared
with the breaking up of the Indian Territory, towards
which 1 would esteem the removal of the seitled Puta~
watomlies as 8 direct step. Better let the whole of
the Bluff Putawatomies go to ruin than to ruin them and
eighty thousand others, and not to say thwart the whole
design of ssvirs the Indlans on the continent, if the
present Territorial boundaries be broken into by the
whites, scarcely a vestige of hope ecould be indulged
for the success of Indian reform anywhere. %We never
could rally thke Indians again.

Nor would they on the Kanzas River be any further
from ¥hiskey. At the Bluffs they were for several
years 200 miles from the white settlements, and yet
the whiskey by thousands of gallons, was under their
noses. Theirs was a plan of deposit for sending to
oter places besides what they could drink there. 4ll
this time there woere two Indian Agis. living on the
ground.

Your Jjudgment must teach you how much or how little
you ought t¢ 8ay or do in opposition to this abominable
measure., As for myself 1 shall endeavor to act dis=-
creetly, but 1 shall oppose it with all wy powers. I
shall speak plainly and loudly too, if milder means

fail."

Isaac HKcCoy
Cor. Sec.

P. %. 1 thing you had better show brother Simer-
well this., I would not for millions of money myself,
cease to oppose, in a prudent way the disturbing of
any settled tribe. Last spring I had to battle with
an outrageous design to break into the Indian territory.
The devil and his emissaries seem determined to destroy
the aboriginies. ©h had I the power they'd all have

a quiet home.
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The plan for Indian removal continued. In a treaty
near Couvncil Bluffs in 1846, 546,000 acres of land was
granted to the Indians in the present counties of
Shawnee, Yabaunsee, Jackson, and Pottawatomile., The
Indlans were to move here within two years. September
27, 1847, the Pottawatomies were called together to
receive their annuity, improvement, and removal money
in all about $60,000. The first of the Pottawatomies
to leave for the Kansas River passed the Ottewa Kission,
December fifth. By the middle of December nearly all
the Pottawatomies had left the Csapge River Settlement.27
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CHAPTER V
LAST YEARS~--HMIAMI AND SHAWNEE CCUNTIES

Hissionary Activities

Dr. Sherwood, of the Loulsville Board, wrote in
Hay 1847 authoriging Dr. Lykins and Hr. Simerwell to
contract for buildings in the new Fottawatomlie loca-
tion. The cost of these buildings was not to exceed
§1500., He also stated that iir. Nedall, in the office
of Indian Affairs, had informed him the educational
fund for the Pottawatomies was not availeble at the
present time., 3r. Buck suggested that Dr. Lykins try
to obtein funds for a manual labor school through the
influence of the chiefs.l

The missionaries moved wit: the Indiens to their
new home on the Kansas River. The mission site was
chosen under the supervision of Hajor R. W. Cummins,
Indian agent, and Johnston Lykins, The mission was
located one-half mile south of the Kansss River, nine
miles below Uniontown, the trading post of the nation
and one and a half miles west of the great California
Road from Kansas, Westport and Independence. The lo=-
cation was considered a good one due to the excellent
supply of good spring water and the soil was first rate.?
It was impossible to open school before March 20, 1848,

Johnston Lykins, accompanied by Miss Eliza HcCoy and



56

Sarah Simerwell, eldest daughter of Reverend Simer-
well, Journeyed to the Mission in March. Cn the road
Lykins became sick and the girls made a tent for him
and gathered grass for a bed. He became so sick that
they feared he would not live through the night but
they were unable to do anytring for him. In the morn-
ing he was better and they continued their journey to
their home on the Kaw. They found the house diﬁ? and
out of repair. They cleaned one room dbut they :ecould
not repeair the roofs or stop the cracks and a snow
storm was ragirg outside.3

The school was first held in a log house, The
first session was of five months ending August twen=
tieth. The school was limited to sixteen boarders;
eleven were girls between the ages of five and fourteen,
and flive were boys between the ages of 8ix and twelve,
The pupils were all Fottawatomies excegt one full
blooded white child, the step-daughter of a Fottawat-
omie man. The children were taught domestic duties in
connection with sewing and needle work.4 The school
was taught by Hiss McCoy, Hiss Simerwell, and Hr.
Simerwell. The school was small due to the small
building and the limited funds.

September 30, 1848, a contract was made with the
government, all pupils kept previous to the completion

of the building and subsequent to the signing of the
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contract would receive an allowance which was stipu-
lated. The missionaries became very discouraged be-
cause they could not get the funds available for
educational purposes. Hr. Simerwell wrote his wife,
who had not yet joined the mission, that he was so
low spirited he hardly knew how to write or answer
that he sometimes thought of quitiing right off and
again he thought of staying awhile longer.® Hr. Dyer,
the corresponding secretary of the American Indian
Mission Association, authorized Lykins to take such
steps a5 would seem necessary 4o sscure the govern-
ments assistance and to act as the agent. Nr. Dyer
had written the War Office asking for ald for this
mission but he had received the reply that the Cath-
olics had used gll the funds.® Hiss #“cCoy wrote to
her father in 1849 stating that the Jesuits could not
give up the idea of monopolizing all of the school
fund. They had made an effort the year before Lo get
both schools and when this had failed they had said that
they were going to watch Lykinas and get him out of the
country so they could succeed. When this failed, they
persuaded their party to say that they did not want
a physicien and the money used for his salary should
be used in some other way. She stated they were holding
councils for this purpose and alsc regarding the taking

of the bulldings and farms.7 Johnston Lykins wrote
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the following as a part of his report to the Commis-
sioner of Indlan Affairs for 1851:

"The present quarter closes the third year since
the ‘soclety entered into contract with the government
for the conducting of this institution; and I most
respectfully beg leave to ¢all your attention to the
fact that only half the allowance for one year has
been received by the society, $2,250, while the whole
amount accruing on the assignment up to this time is
§13,500. The effect of this has been to paralyze and
cripple our efforts, place us to bad advantage before
our people, and greatly embarrass the superintendent
of the school.

I am aware that cunning and malicious men, in
accordance with the cherished hatred of such to all
moral and relligious influences, have sought, by means
the most low and unmanly, to arrest the allowance stip-
ulated for the support of the school, by stabbing in
the dark the repuiation of those in charge of the
8chool. But, based upon the truth of what I say it is
my privilege to assert that the statemente and accounts
of the superintendent of the school can and will at
the proper time, be sustained by the testimony of per-
sons of tlie most unimpeacheble character, and such as
are entitled to credit in any court of Jjustice whatever.

Against one of the persons engaged in this unholy
attack upon character and religious institutions tie
undersigned has brought suit for libel and demages with
the view not only %o obtain justice, but to place the
facts before the public.

Neither am I ignorant of the fact, that in the
Department of Interior statements and affidavits of
the most malicious character have been filed to my in-
jury; but I have relied upon the magnamity of the de-
partment to protect me from a species of persecution so
directly in conflict with the rights of a citizen, and
so little 13 harmony with the spirit of American in-

stitutions,
J. Lykins

To Hon. Luke Lea-Commissioner of Indlan Affairs
?Iashingt On’ Do ‘Co

In 1852 Lykins visited Washington to try and re-
ceive the funds for the mission and he was fully suc-

cessful in receiving the money to be disbursed at tle

Pottawatomie station.g
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In the report to the Commissioner of Indlan Affairs
for the year, 1849, the following buildings are listed:

"0ne stone edifice now in process of completion
for a manual labor school. Eighty~-five feet by thirty-
five feet wide with two e¢ross walls of stone, three
stories high, %welve rooms, sixty windows, and doors,
walls of the first story are two feet thick and the
balance one and balf feet thick, #Whsen finished will
cost $4,800., One hewed log dwelling thirty-six feet
by eighteen one story high, two good stone chimneys,
comfortably finished, cost, $330. Cne hewed log house
for mechanic, eslghteen by sixteen feet one story high
cost §130. One hewed log kitchen and meat house each
sixteen feet square and one root house cost 365, Une
newed log lodging room for hired men sixteen feet sguare
by eighteen feet cost 535, One other kitchen sixtecn
feet square cost g25."

The mechanic shops consist of blacksmith and wagon
makers shops-~are located one-~fourth mile west of the
il L. school edifice, and near the bank of the Kansas
River.

Farm--in process of completion; consists of sixty
acres ploughed prairle, twenty-five acres of which is
now in corn, one in potatoes, and two in beans and cther
garden vegetables, Thirteen thousand rails and stakes
have been made and put up. The whole farm, when com-
pleted will consist of sixty-five acres of ploughed and
forty acres pasture lend, and will cost $650. Twenty-
five acres are sowed in wheat,

The mission bullding is still standing on a farm
owned by Thomas A. Lee. The farm is two miles west of
Topeka on the Tenth Avenue Road. In 1937 the possi-
bility of buying this building, the oldest one in Shaw-
nee County, was discussed.

The first quarter of 1850 the number of pupils
received was ninety Pottawatomies sud one of the Kanza
tribe. The second gquarter the number was reduced to
seventy-five dus to the failure to receive aid from the

government on contract. The school was galning in
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popularity every day, many who were bitterly opposed
to the school now brought their children to the school.
At this time the persons conneected with the school were
Dr. J. Lykins, Rev. B. ¥W. Sanders, Rev., J. ¥. Ashbun,
Rev. Eimerwell, Hiss Eliza MNcCoy, Mrs. Sanders, Hrs.
Ashbun, and lirs. Simerwell.

#r. and Hrs. Slmerwell had Gecided to retirs
from the ective mission work as ¥rs. Simerwell's health
was rapidly failing. They were unsble to earn enocugh
money from the farm to support their three children
vho were in school at Allon, Illinois, so they once
more entered mission work. They worked at the Miami
mission during the years 1851 and 1852 The Hiaml
Indians were located in the present iHiami County and
directly east of the former Pollawatomie mission.
Sarah was teaching at the Yea mission ten miles north
of the Hiami misgion. Hr. Simerwell wrote that the farm
had increased in value and that they were considering

selling 1t.10

In 1852 a serious epidemic of smwall pox broke out
anong the Wea Indlans. Hrs. David Lykings and her small
son and iiss Osgood, a missionary died during this
epidemie.ll The Indian ckhildren wore sent home and the
disease spread so rapidly that it was feared it would
spread through all the mission family. AMr. Lykins,

Farmer, and ieeker all insisted that William Simerwell
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and his wife, Susan, should move immedistely to Wea

and superintend the mission. Hrs. Simerwell was pleased
az bthis would mean that she could see them more fre=-
quently. The small pox was elso amung the Fottawatomies
this year, and more than a hundred.of them died.l®

In 1853 ¥r. and #drs. Simerwell were oncé more with

the Fottawatomie Indians on the Hansas River. iir.
Simerwvell wrote the following to his daughter aAnn:

"You have heard of our arriving st this place ws
find it different from what we had expected and I think
we will not ‘stay long, the work is too hard for your
mother and I. Elizsbeth is teaching the school and
gets along very well. Our school is small and the
want of means and help makes us afraid to enlarge 1t.

I don*t know what we may do next spring it may
depend on Williams returning or staylng in the scuth
if he returns and the Indian country is opened for
settlers we might open a farm and live together if noct
we might go down to Harrisville but be not troubled
aboul us we will try and take care of ourselves. ...

The commissioner of Indian affalrs 1s expected
back in April to hold treaties with the Indian trives.
Some tribes wish to sell others wish to have their land
divided and become c¢itigens other tribes wish to remain
undisturbed, but I suppose the most of them will seclli,
and the whites will enter the country at any rate
tirings will undergo a change in the guvurse of ihe
coming yecar,"®

Mrs. Simerwell still took an active part in the
mission work at Fottawatomie even though she was past

sixty-four years c¢ld as the following letter shows:

Pottawatomie, Nov. 21, 1853

Dear Daughter:
I have but 1little time to spend in writing this

afternoon it is past three o'clock at four I shall have
to go to the kitchen to assist in getting supper it

is very difficult to get good help in the Indian country.
I have to superintend and assist some about the cooking.
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This morning I was up before daoylight I went to the
kitchen and made up biscult for breaxkfast. aAfter
breakfast $o attend to the churning and dressing the
cream and butter as 1 am kept gretty dbusy one thing
and anoti:er I have to attend to. The little girls
appear very affectlonate and they call me Grandma.
I hope that 1 may be of some 1lttle use to them--though
tiings here at present wear rather a gloomy aspect.
The clock has struck four so I must close. I cannot
see to write by candle light give my best regards to
#ra. Lyons love to #rs. Hiller and your teacher.
Your mother
F. G. Simerwell.l4

August 13, 1854 Robert Simerwell and his wife
retired from sctive mission work and moved from the
Pottawatomle Mission. Hrs. Simcrwell had spent thirty-
one years among the Indians té¢aching them, school work,
household duties, and religious instruction. Hr.
Simerwell hed spent thirty years among the Indlans.
Hrs. Simefrwell had been failing in health for many
years and the active mission work was now too diffi-
cult for hera.

Life After Leaving the Hission

The Indians directsd Mr. Simerwell to the place
Le chose es his last home., They represerited it as a
beautiful valley with plenty of water. Kr. Simer-
well patented his farm from the government and soon
bullt a log cabin and near it a blacksuith shop.
This was the first settlement in ¥illiamsport townskip,
Shawnee County., It is Sectiom 16, range 13, township 15.
The California-Cregon Trail raen through the farm. Cn

one of his journeys to the Hission on the Kansas River,
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about eight miles north of ir. Simerwell's farm, he
stuck hie cottonwood buggy switeh into the ground and
the cutting took roct and grew. It is still standing
although it ls rapdily dying from injury from light-

ning and drouths. Andreas Cutler's History of Kanaas,

mentlions this tree snd gives its measurements as "six
feet, ten and one~half inches" in circumference at
three feet from the ground, in 19239 it measures four-
teen feet, ten inches in circumference, thres feot
from the ground.

lirs. Simerwell died November 13, 1855. As there
were no ceuneteries nearby, Mr. Simerwall selected a
site on the homestead for her grave., The site select-
ed was on a glope across the Six #ile Cresk from the
cabin and near the California Road. ihen the survey
was made it was found to be iln the center of the north-
east forty of his quarter sectlion. This little cemetery
is now ineorporated as the Simerwell Cemetery and
has seventy-five graves, the majority of them the des-
cendents of Reverend and ¥rs. Simerwell., The Potta~
watomle Indiaens for several ycars made en annuvsl visit
to the grave of Mrs. Simerwell. On one of these visits
an Indian squaw gave some calico to X¥rs. Simerwell's

little granddaughter as she was her name saks.
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¥r, Simerwell was a Colporter after his retire-
ment from active mission work. The first report of
this work was for the year 1860 and the last one was
for the year 1865, A Colporter is an itinerant pioneer
missionary, the forerunner of the pastor, preparing
the way for them by preaching the gospel to the neg~
lected people in their own homes, The Colporter en-
tered a destitute district, and visited the members
of the family, conversed with each member on personal
salvation, kneeled with them in prayer, and left with
them by gift or sale, good books or tracts to follow
up his work. He preached al night in a school house
or a central home, He also organized Sunday Schools .15
Mr. Simerwell was employed by the American Baptist
Publication Society at Philadelphia. His field was
the Kansas Territory. The salary was one hundred
and fifty dollars with fifty dollars additional if
horse and wagon was used. The number of miles he trav-
elled each month is difficult to estimete due to the
incomplete records. The most complete report was for
the year 1862, The months listsd were: Hay, 140 miles;
June, 228 miles; September, 179 miles; October, 248
miles; November, 218 miles; and December, 215 mlles.

In 1857 Er. Simerwell organized a Sunday School
in his home as no school house was yet bullt. The

Auburn Baptist Chureh as organized in the spring of
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1857 and Hr. Simerwell and his four children were
charter members, This church is the tkird oldest
Baptist Church in the state, apart from the Indian
work, In 1868 he donated a house to be used as the
parsonage of this church,
Robert Simerwell died Decemiter 11, 1868, and
was buried in the Simerwell Cemetery beside his wife
and daughter, Amn, who dled two years after her mothkers
death.
Hay the thirtleth, 1931, a five ton granite boulder
was purchased and moved to the head of their graves.
It has a bronze tablet bearing this inseription:
EARLY BAPTIST MISSIONARIES
TC THE INDIAKS
ROBERT SIMIRWELL
1796 - 1868
FANNY GOUDRIDGE SIMERWELL
1789 -~ 1855
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