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PREFACE

The object of this stuiy is to oring together,in convenient
compass, the sssential and significant fazts concerning Emsr-
son's relation to public affairs. An abuniance of material,
suitabls for this purposs, is to be foundi in the Works ani
Journal,ani thess have bsen madis to spsak for tnsmselvss so
far as possible., N2verthelsss, such 3 task iavolves selsction,
srrangement, svaluation, ani Lnterpretatioa, all of which

test human fallibility, ani reaisrs of this monodgraph will
probably fini mdch that is open to criticism, and ioubtless
somawhat that is weak ani faulty. Though the aim has bsen

to use primary sources as ths basis of this work, there

must of necessity be a considerable indebtedness to ths
scholars sho have alrealy iealt with Emerson ani his writings,
anl acknowsleigement of such indebtedness is hereby made,
‘Refersnces ani quotations have beea verifiei, ani will be
founi to be accurate in the main, it is belisved, Certain
apparent inaccuracies are dus to the informal character of

the Journal itsslf. : .

Sinzere thanks are iue the Committee on 3raionate Work
of the Department of English for many gool critizisms and
suddgestions, particularly Professor #.S.Johason, uader whose
iirection this stuiy was uniertaken. '

Cambriige.~Massachusetts. August 18, 1921.
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CHAPTER I
Eamsrson's ¥outh ani the Srowth of His Idess

Ancestry - Pamily traiitions - Emerson's retiring tem-
perament - His tendency to solitudes ani reflection
~ His youthful diatersst in things moral ani spiritual
~ His historic saviroament - Extent of its ianflusncs
upon him - The dzvslopment of Emersoa's philosophy =
His intuitive teadsncy = His =zmphasis upon the moral
and spiritual - Relation of certain of bis idsas to his
sttitude toward public affairs N

No mau's carssr can b2 preiictel with certainty from the
history of his ancestry, anl this is quite as trus of
Emarson 'as of any other man; yst many of his reactions to
gqusstions of a political, social ani moral cast wsre fore-
shadowel in the coanidct of his ancestors. One of thess,
Peter Bulksly, was an slucatel non-conformist, who came to
Amsrica aani helped =stablish Concord, rather than sniure
slesiastical teranv ‘in Enqlani. Emerson mentionel his
name with priis ia hxs Concori saniversary address as he resad
the roll of the illustrious foundsrs of Coucord. Anothsr
of nhis sancestors was the hesroic Reversnl Jossph Emerson of
Mindon who narrowly =scapsl bsing scalpsed when the villagse
was destroyedi by Inlians., William Emerson of Councord, the
5ranifath°r of Ralph Waldo, was .3 zealous patriot, who.
couragel resistancs to the British, and 1ied of uamo—faver
whil° a chaplain in ths coloaial army at Ticondegogs.
- Emerson's fathar ¥as of a social’ temperament, ani was a



favorite among persons of authority and influence in the
community, He was a. Fourth-of-July orator, chaplain of the
State Senate, anl of the Ancient ani Honorabls Company, ani
an oversesr of Harvard Collsge, Literary ani scholastis

~ tastes wers strongly fixed in the family, and schoolkeeping
fufnishei the regular preliminsry means of support for ths
~Ewersons besfore they entered the ministry, as they almost
1nVar1ablv 4ii. In bis relation to the public affairs of his
txme; ws-shall se2 that Emsrson: iid not. jepart far from tbe
traiitions of his familv. : ‘ : ; :

} _Emsrson ssems not to have hai a normal boyhood. He
~was from sarly youth.of s shy, rotiring, temperamsht, with
5 strong tendency to bs solitary ani reflsctive. Ths
congenial home life, the strong family aff=ct10ns. anl the
nscessity for intan31vn spplization to his studies, all-
,probably accentuated this tendsncy, and combined with it to
kebp hlm out of those rough sports of boyhood which are saiil
to ba the ordlnarv, dspeniable means of acquiring an. azsu-
rats knowlnige of human nature, and sspecially of its social
aspscts, Yot reflection itself savel him from beconing

: bockisn or priggisti, and if he failed to partic ipat° active=-
ly in,thn life about him, it was not because he had iisrsgarisi
or.ovérlooked‘it. but because he hal carefully coasidereil
(its'p}oblams ail found them lsss easy ani less nezessary of
solution than ths problems of the indivilual life. Even
the povnrtv and harishlp of the famllv failei to draw him
into a counsiieration of social ani sconomic gquestions, for
it was meresly an accidentsal harishlp which fesll ozzasionally:
upon s profession that noraally possessed a position of
1ignity and influence, anl snjoyed a decent and comfortable,
though not a luxurious living. Probably he was also be-
gianing to concluie that in the lives of all men povsrty and
wealth ars external accidsnts that ars of small importance
in comparison with the grsat funiamsntal possibilitiss of
the indiviiual soul. Yet thers was much in Emsrson's
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snvironment to inspire intersst in public affairs. He
livei in a community that was roplete with the historical
traditions of ths stirriag iays of the Revolution; New ,
Englanits vosition on the sceaboari ani her commercial in-
terests kept nzr actively ia touch with the affairs of the
Unitel States ani of the rest of thz world; ani all about.
him wers the town méatings‘which hal bsen the means»of e~
veloping an active interest in public affairs in many a
youth., ALl thess unioubteily served to bring to him a bet-
ter and more intelligent knowledds of the history of his
sountry, and, perhaps a keeneg\in political ani social phs-

- nomesna, but they coulil not divert him fromw his major inter-
. - est ia the moral and spiritual lifs of the indiviiual.

Emerson was sarly an intuitionist, ani this factuprobas-
bly accounts for his scattersd, sslective rzading and lack

~ of systematic study, a practice which was at first a source

of despair, ani later of pridz. Hs toli in later life how
he went through books, glsaning those individual iieas ani
seantiments that appealel to him. With hid relidion ani
morslity wers funiamental ani axiomatic, anl he was mors
concsrnsd with relating the world to them and interpreting
it in terms of them, than he was in securing systematic
general knowledide. Undoubtedly the ministerial atmosphzre
and tradition were partly respodsible for this, but Wood-
berry and others think it is mainly to bs regardsi as his
"natural bsnt. Many a minister's son has ‘yisliel to ths
attractions of the secular world and its astivitiss, and the
Presidenéy itsslf furanishes some illustrious sxamples of this,
He went to Harvard with his interests predstermined, ani
sverything in the nsw acadsmic life simply matursi the ten-
iencies which his mind had followed previocusly, The curri=-
culum was sufficiently broai to acquaint nim with the fun-
iamentals of knowlsigs in g¢gsneral. Hs was not a récluss,
anl his contact with other students and their interests



was probably approximately normal, as is attestei.by .his
active nembership in soclial ani iebating clubs. He has
.told how 2aderly he went t0 hsar Everett and other orators,
and how greatly hs was charmsd by sloguence of all kinds,
Yot this. was probably his dreatest sscular intsrest, ani
was indulged mainly because of its relation to ths .profsssion
whizh he intandisi to follow. : ' o
During this sarly part of his life, Emerson was reaiing,
reflecting, ani philosophizing, ani had no very direct and
immediats interest in public affsirs, ani his utterances
upon ths subject were mostly sudgested by his reading. Thers
are a fow obsesrvations in his Journal that were occasioned
by contemporary svents. Howzvaryhe was primarily an in-
tuitive, individualistic, moral philosopher, and things
political ani social interestel him mainly as &ﬁév\affsctei
the individual in his attempt to live a divine life, Yet
there was a sertein nesessity of accounting for sozial and
 political institutions ani practices. Hs attempted to fiad
9 signifizance for sverything in his philosophy, and . to
justify ths status quo so far as possible., He built his
system upon things as he found them ani dil not challenge.
anythips social or political unléss it conflisted with the
moral intditions. It was upon thsse grounis that he first
directei his attsntion'to the slavery question, as we shall
ses later. He 1id not becoms committsd to sozial, politizcal,
or economic thsories, so far as one can lsaran, ani most of
his i4sas upon such subjscts wers probably traditional,
~conventional, or thoss of his family. OCabot says he in-
herited his party affiliations from his fathsr, ani many
of his sarly attitddes toward publiz questions were those
of his New England enviroanment.
Certain iiess of Emersoa's philosophical and moral
svst m, however, are of °speclal imoortancs in exolalnlng
his attituls toward public affairs., His strong indivi-
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iualism caused him to havs an aversion to those movements
which simed at the reformation of the individuel or the
improvemsnt of his condition by the reformation of society.
Pursuel to its*iogical.conclusion,‘it 121 him to place an
almost absuri emphasis upoa ths responsibility of ths in-
dividual for his situation ani his duty to wmake the best of
it, a dostrine which fortunately he 1id not always alhers
to consistantlv. In 1842 he wrote,"It is in vain that you
puﬁ to me any case of misfortune or calamity - ths extrem-
est, thes Manchsster wesaver, the Carolina slave., I doubt
not that in the history of the indiviiual is slways an
account of his condition, ani he knows Himself to be party
to his present estats.. .Put me in his condition, ani I should
ses its outlets and reliefs thouch now I sse thsm not....

I can nsver meddle with othsr people's facts. I have snoudh
of ay own. But this onz thing I know, thsat if I do not
clear myself, I am ia fault, ani that my own condition is
mstzched, point for point, - with svery other man's. f can
ouly iispose of my own facts,n’ Part of this quotation
sets forth another favorits ides of Emerson's, namsly, |
compensation, the doctrine that every condition of 1life

has certain compensating features. Adain,Emsrson felt that
moral ‘and spiritual facts were the funiamental onss, ani
this often lei him to regard political movetsnts as super-
ficial ani illusory. This nots is sounded clearly in The
Americen Scholar in 1337."Thess being his functions, it
bscomes him to feesl all confilence in himself, ani to defer
nsver to the popular cry, Hs,anl he ohlv,knows the world,
The world of any momeat is the merest appsarance., Sonms
‘great dscoram, some fetish of s dovernment, some sphemeral
trade, or war, or man is crisd uébv half of mankini and Ny
criel down by ths other half, as if all depsniel on this

1. Journal VI, 303.
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"particalar up or iown. The odds ark that the whols
qusstion is not worth ths poorsst thought which the scholar
has lost in listening to ths controversy. Let him not quit
the belisf that a popgun is a popdun, though the ancieat
and honorable of the esarth affirm it to be ths crack of
ioom. " - . SRR
-Another favorite doctrinz with Emerson was that the
dividevwascinhansnt in ths human, that the individual was
a spark of the iivinz. This naturally lsd him to demani as
much freesdom for the individusl as was reasonably possible,
and to5 feel that restraint ani oppression were offences
against both 391 ani maan. Furthermore, his idsal of indi-
viiual spiritual psrfection sven lei logically to philo-
sophical anarchy. Continaslly, especially in crisses, hs
assertsi that government dsrivel its strezndth from thes good
iniividuals who gavs their sanction ani support to it, and
hs argusl that ths real jefesnce ani safsty of the ladivi-
iual liss withid himsz1f. In 1840, he said in nis lesture
on Politics, "Hzncs ths lsss QOVernment we have the bstter,
- the fewer laws, and the less confided power."2 ani, "To
educate the wiss man the Stats exists, snd with the apoear-
anze of the wise man . the State zxpirss."” As a substitute
foQ government,»na urdel the isvelopmznt of private char-
acter, but simitted that, as yst harily any progress hai
been made ia that dirzction, His dost radizal assertioan
of iniivilualism.was maie three days befors the firiag apon
Fort Sumtsr, when he2 spoke of "the lownfall of our charsac-
tar isstroying civilization," and said apparsatly the hour
had coms "when the civil machinsry that has bsea the rs-
ligion of the worli iscomposes to dust and smoke befors
the now alult indiviiualism; and the private man fesls that

1. Works;I, 102.
2. Ibii. IIIL, 215.
3. Ioid., ILI, 216.
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he is the State, and that .a community in like external con-
iitions of climats, race, sesntimeat, and smploymsnt can

irop with impunity much of the machiansry of goveranment as
opsross ani clamsy, and g3t oan chzapsr and siapler by lessviag
to 2very man all of his rights and powers, ch2zk2i by no

law but his love or fsar of thz rights sad powsrs of his
nsighbor.” This rather extrsme "assertion had been occasion-
21, howsver, by the apparzut lissolution of thse Federsl
goveramant, which was appearing ian the last few month's of
Buzhanan's sdministration, a dissolution taat was taking
place during a psriodl of grsat material prosperity and in-
jividualistiz satsrpriss, ,} : - :

It micht sezm from these quotations that Emsrson rs-
daried govsrnmsat mersly as rsprsssion. It would be mors
nsarly correct to'say that his conception of freelom de-

- manisi a political and social drder so arrandsd as to inter-
fsre as littls as possibls with tae attsapt of the indiviiual
to obey ths intuitions of his soul. Psrsonslly, he com-
plained only cnce of any hardship dae to goveramsatal rs-
striction of the rights of the individual, and hs aimitted
that doveranmsat rested on fords becausz .of the sslfishness

of msn, anl bszause no ons bslieved in a stats founiei on
love., The fact is that the aspiration for spiritual snid
moral psrfsction rathzr agrzel #ith the sals soudht by gov-
esrameat than conflicted witn them, and Emsrsoan himself said, -
"I d0 anot call to mind a3 siagle haman being who has steadily
~d2niz1 tas authority of the laws, on the simpls drouni of

his wmoral natars."”  Of course, he 1id not regari goverument
83 ia any form fixed or final, and hz 4id not,most certainly,
liscourads any deniine attempt to raform it., Politizal
institutions ani practices, he asserted, wsre all oridinslly
expedients dsvissi by man to meet.situations and must changs
- with increasing light. Said he in Politics,"The statute

1. Cabot LT, 603,604
2. Worke IIT, 221.



stands thers to say, yesteriay we adre2d s0 .and so, -but how
f2el ye this articls to-day?® : ' .

fet 1t is conceivable that the moral nature of an in-
iiviiual might demand revolt adalanst a specifis act of gov-
srnment, ani as batween ths moral intuition of the individual
andl ths authority of the government, Emsrson woull have
counsellsd obeiienzs to the iantuition. Ouns is reminded of
his famous dictum,"300d men must not obey ths laws too wzll.,"
Still, he was coaservative in ths application of this doctrins;
he was not primarily intsrested ian revolation adainst the
politizal ordier, evea though his thsory rscognizel it as s
possibility, and his practice woull have acsepted it as a
necessity. 8o true was this that hz was much perturbsd when
he hal to-coansidsr a genuine case of moral revolt adgainst
governm2nt, namzly, the case of Thoreaa, who refussd to pay
his taxss to the state andi local governmesats, on the grouai
that they approved and assistsd ths Fedzral government'in an
iniguitous attempt to szcure the exteasion of slavery by
war upon Mexizo. The solution of this spscific problem
was found in the ssasible reczognition of the fact that on
ths whols thz sidministration of the local dovsramsat was
bensfizant ani wholesome; that it aiisdl the zause of slavery
only lndireztlyy if at all; that the revsnues for the war
wars mainly derived from tariffs which the purchaser of im-
portsl luxuriss paid; anid that if one desirel to revolt
againat a bail gdoveramsat, he shoull sesk a denuine grisvance,.
~anl not stick upon a technizality. There is no doubt, howsved,
that thoagh he sasily found a practical justifization of
his own inaction in the mattsr, he really f2lt a ¢good iesal
of sympathy for Thorsan ani his contention. Ssveral yesars
latsr, Emerson, himself found a law which his conscieance
couli not accept, ths notorious Fugitivs Slave Law, and he
ppenly counselled resistance to it, andl Woodberry thinks it

1. Works III, 200.
2. Ibii. III, 208.
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guits possible that he may have assistsi ruaaway slaves in
their eadsavor to sscape Feisral officials. Fortunately
for him,the assistanzs of fugitive slaves was commonly coa=-
nivei at in New Englani, and if Emsrson participated in this
rather comnon practice, the sscrecy attending the act, his
belief in the sufficiency of ths act itsz2lf, his disliks of
publizity, ani good luck, probably all coabined to presvent
him from sver coming into coaflizt with those charged with
the enforcensat of the law, It woull be well to repeat,
howevsr, that ths =ffort to secure the spiritual perfection
of the individual wss more likely to bring a man ianto
harmony with the ‘law than into conflict with it, and this
assertioa finds sbundant prcof in the experience of Emsrson
himself, whose consistent practice of such a ioctrins
iuring his whole life never causei him any serious
embarassment.



CHAPTER II
Emerson's Politizal Sympathies ani Affiliations

Prefsrence for iemosracy - Recognition of its weaknssses .-
Attitude towari the masses - Disliks of practical
politics < Early sympathy with the Whigs - Loss of
confiisncs in them = Attitude toward the Republican
Party ‘ s

Bmsrson's philosophy, as has been previcusly noted, was not
primarily concernei with political ani.social'questibns.f

ani, per se, it hsil no bias in favor of any kinl of gov~-
srnment. Eozrsonfhimself; howsver, had a strohgjprejuiice

" for dsmozracy. Probably thsre wsre ssveral reasoans for

this. #irst of all, hes had besn born and reared in the
atdosvhere of ismocracy, ani the common traditional sym=
_pathy in favor of i% had bsen instillsd into him. ABe
recognized this fact himself., Said he,"Born ismocrats, we

ars nowise qualified to judge of monarchy, which .to our
fathers living in the monarchical ideal, was also relatively
right."l Democracy was also asso6ciated with other things ’
iear to Emsrson's hsart, desansral equalitv of opoportunity,
fresdom of spssch, anl espscially religious freeiom. "De-
mocracy is bstter for us, "hs said, vbecauss ths relig;OUS’
sentiment of ths present tims saccoris better with it."Z
Finally, Bmerson inclined to an svolutionary coanzeption of
social chandes, anl he prooably regariad.iemocracy as the
highsst form of political organization that had yet besn

2. Ibid, III, 207.
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achieved, He was not unaware of its shortcominds, howevsr,
for hs sald,"But our institutions, though in coincilence
with thz spirit of the age, have not any exemption from the
practical dsfects which have discrsiitei other forms.

Every actual State -is corrupt;"l Parthsrmore, hes had no
‘blind, unreasoning faith in the ianfallibls wisdom and virtue-
of the masses, ani of their political decisioms. 4As sarly
as 1523, he wrote in his Jourmal, that history truly written
and unizrstood 10zs not show ths averags man's intellidence
or virtus sver to have bsen very high, ani isclared, "..our
first maturs glance at the actual state of society falls
upon so much dsformity and such low moral ani intsllectusl
turpituie that the fair fabric of the imadination is speedi-
ly unierminsi."‘ His faith in the masses often received
severs tssts, sspecially daring the slavery strudglss, when
‘the pro-slavery forsss triumphei, as thsy almost invaris-
bly 1ii. In 154H, hs wrote, "A isspair has crept over the
Woig party in this country. They, the active, enterprising,
~intelligesnt, well-msaning, ani wealthy part of the peopls,
the rsal lovs and strangth of the American peopls, find
themselves paralyzed ani defeated sverywhsre by the hordss
of ignorant and descsivable natives and the armies of foreign
voters-who fill Pennsylvania, New York, ani New Orlesns,
and by thoss unscrupulous eiitors ani orators sho have
assumnzd . to leai thess masses."b In 1353, he askedl, "Ars

we always to bs ths victims of the meanest of mankind, who
kill off as ssntimsntal and visionary svery gesnerous ani
just d=sign? .... In America, ws hold out the same bribse,
‘roast beef ani two dollars a day!', ani our peovle will

not dgo for liberty of other peopls, no, nor for thsir own,
but for annsxation of territory. or a tariff, or whatever

1. #orks IIIL, 207.
2. Journal I, 219.
50 Ibiin VII. 120
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promises nsw chancss for yound men, mors.monsey to men of
‘busiasss.n” Morsover, Ewerson's philosophy was opposed
to brindiang an indiviiual into coanforrity with the standaris
of ths masses; rather he believed that the salvation of the
racs lay in the few selsct individuals who ross above such
standards. Once he =xzlaimei,"Leave this hypocritical
prating abouat ths masses. Massas are ruie, lame, unmade,
pernicious in their demanis, and nesd not to be flatterei,
but schoolzd. I wish not-to concsie anything to them, but
‘to tams, irill, dividie, anl break them up, and draw iniividuals
out of themsss.. The worst of charity is that ths lives you
are asked to preserves ars anot worth pressrving. Masses!

the calamity is the masses..... If goverament knew'how, I
should like to ses it check, not multiply the population.
Whea it reachss its true . law .of action svery man that is
born will be hailed as essential., Away with this hurrah
of the masses, and let us have the considerate vote of single
120 spoken on their honor ani their conscisnce."”  Yst
‘Emsrson was funismentally s democrat, and his censure of the
m83s23s was by no means unmitigated., His optimism enabled
him to see beyond the failaures of the present to the ulti-
mats triumph of ths right causs., 4 little later in the

same lzcture, he dsclarei, "To say then, that the majority
are wicks1, means no malice, no bal hsart in.ths observer,
but simply that the majority are unripe, anil havs not yet
cons to themselves, do not yet know thsir own opinions....
That, if they knew it, is an oracle for them ani for all,
But in the passind moment the guairupsd intsrest is very
prones to prevail; anil this besst-force, whils it makes the
discipline of ths world, the 'school of heroes, the glory of
martyrs, has provoked in every ade the satirz of wits and

1. dournal VIII, 343-344.
2. Horks VI, 249.
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tha tears of gooid men."l In 1344, in his lecture on ¥ew
England Reformers, h2 had =xpressel a somewhat more favor=-
able opiaioa of thz wisdon and virtus of ths masses of the
‘men:  "Nothing shall warp ms from the belief that every man
is a2 lover of truth..se. The 2ntertainment of the proposition
of iepravity is the last proflidacy andl profanatiofseees I
supﬁose considerates obssrvers, looking at the masses of men
in their blamelsss and in their eqgivocal actions, will assent,
that ia spite of selfishness and frivolity, the gsnersal
parpose in the great number of persons. ig fidelity. The
resson why any one refuses his assent to your opinioun, or
his ail to your bsansvolsnt desi¢gns, is ia you: he refuses
to accept you as a brinder of truth, becauass, though you
think yo%a have it, he feels that you have it not.» The
“the causs of ths Union ires from Emsrson the isclaration
‘that he woull never agaia spsak ill of popular iatsllidencs
or virtas, This #as his most favorable expression of opianion,
anl nesiless to say, hz found occasion subssquently to
modify it. Thz various quotations whizh bave been mads spe
are not comprshensive, but will be found to be represeantative,
of his opinion of the masses of men. It woull be safe to
conclule that althoudh Emsrson was often 1isdgusted with
popular coarseaness ani folly, and, although he was often
iisappointsd in the failare of the people to vots always for
the cause of rightsousnsss, yst hs was too much of an optimist
1o yisll long to ths discouradsmeants of ths momsat; and his
faith in the ultimats wisdom and souninsss of a iemocracy
was unshaken. ‘
, Notwithstanding his consisteat belief in democzracy,
Bmsrson was often disdusted anl disheartened with the methois

‘1. Works VI, 2hH2.
2. Ibid. ITI, 273-279.
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anl rssalts of practical politiss. Somstimes it was the
meanness and unfairness of politics that repelled bim} somes=
times it was the superfiziality. In 1837, he rscorded in
his Journal s graphic dsszription of a Whig zaucus in
Fanszuil Hall at which Wsbster prssided. Hs pointel out

that ths campaidn orator isrives his suczcess from his ability
to use cheap c2atch phrasss suaccessfully, vNevsr," hs sali,
"the finsnsss or iepth of ths thought, but ths gooi saying:
of the very f2w ani vsry poor partizulars which lis uppsr--
most in sveryman's mind st the msstind., ALl appsar struack
with wonder ani delight st this cheap and meiiocre faculty,
so rarely is it founi\"l Again, he often spoks of the de-
basing =ffect of the msthois of politics, anl he saii of
pokitizal mass mestings, "thsy show g¢reat men pat to s bad
use, msan cousenting to bs managed by committees, and worse,
conseating to manage msa." Another interesting observation
on this head is found in bis Journael for 13338, He warots of
sesing his neighbor 'the dictatorial Jacobin' instructing
anl elsztionseriag voters and added,wdnd hers, thought I,

is ons who loves what I hats.... ALl the qualitiss of man,
31l his sccomplistments, "affection, snterprisss, sxcept
solsly the_ticket hs votes for, ars nothing 'to this phi-
losophee."” Sometines he deploreil the lack of seriousness
in bbiitics. "In politics,” said he, %"all are dilettanti.
No man makes a dauty thers, but hz votes oa a magnifiei vhim.
Our politizs are an affactation."f In anothsr Journael, he
2lluded to ths tsanieacy to expsct s material reward for the
vote; "X and ¥ and s0 many hoanest bourdgeois vots oh~the
sxpsctation of g specific réward. It is as nataral in them

1. Journal IV, 361,
2. Ibii. VI, 530.
3, Ibii. Vv, 76.

4, Ioii, VII, K33,
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to 2xpect the place, as in 21 ox to expect his hay ani
stalks; ani they ars as legitimately andry ani implacabls,
if they ars baulked of it, This is thes true wild, ths
Heagist ani Horss, unchristianized still in so many ages."l
Perhaps it was the bitter recriminstions of partisanism
that most repellsd Emesrsoa., In 1835, he wrote in his
" Journal, "A wan feels that his time is too prscious, the
objscts within reach of his spirit too beautiful, than that
his atteation shouli stoop to such iisfidarements, a3 Anti-
masonry, or Convent Riots, or 3zneral Jacksoan and the'Globe."2
In 1824, he wrote in his Journel, "Ani I have somstimss
| thought the slsction which an indiviiual makes between right
and wround more important than his choice bstween rival statss-
men."” Yot in his Journal for 1846, he had assesrtel that
the so-calleil non-resistants, who wsnt about counselling
‘men not to vots, were a menade to good dovernmeat becauss
their teachings arpealed most strongly to ths better classes
of citiz=ns, thoss whoss votes were most neszdzd to combat
the thoughtlsss and vicious. In ths Journal for 1862, hs
chargel ths non-resistants with gross incoansisteacy: "Ths
Purist who rsfasss to vots, becauase the goveranment ioes
not conteat him in all points, shouli refuss to fesd s .
starving bsgdar lest he feedi his vices,® Moresover, it
woald ssem from many othsr uttsrances that Emerson unioubtsi-
ly f=1%t ¢o00d1 zitizens shoulil be "puanztual at the pollsw,
and probably he himsslf votel whensver thesre was an oppor-
tanity to 1o so, althoush oans finds no spscific allusion
in the Journal to his voting.
Emerson was oftsa no less dissatisfied with the results

1+ Journal VII, 54h.
2. Ibidi. III, 465h.
%,. Ibid. II, 22.

4,- Ibid, VIII, 280.
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than with ths methods of polities. He recorded his chadrin
and dissppointment at the defeat of his fellow townsman,
Samuel Hoar, rejsstel by ths votsrs in favor 6f a young
apstart, whoss zhisf qualification, accoriing to Emesrsoan,
‘wa3 an aptasss for political intrigus, Of the slection of
134%, he said, "Here has passed an zlection, I think, thse
most dismsl sver known in this country. Thres ¢grsat partiss
voting for three caniidatss whom thsy disliked."” In fact
there was much in the results of slections to disappoiant.
snd discourage him., During the sarly part of his life,
tradition, snviroamsat, and his own natural instincts com-
biasd to make him an ardent sympathizer with the cause of the
Whig party. Yst during this psriod the Democratic party

, was almost continually victorious. The courssness and cruds=-
‘ness of Jackson wers particularly offeansive to Emerson, and
‘his fraank practize of ths spoils system, todether with his
rather violsnt ani arbitrary sxsrciss of ths powsrs of his
office caussl ths young Emerson to bz one of thoses who
fears1 for the cause of popular governmeat, His utterancs
daring this pesriod are particularly intsrestiang because they
show him coming mors 2losesly to the hzat of partisanism

than was his woat, later in life, and becauss thesy most
nearly approach provincialism, conservatism, ani lack of
broald sympathy. In the Journael for 1334, is ths following
satry: "Shoald the #hig party.fail, which 3oi avert! the
patriot will still havs some confidence in the redseming
force of thes lateat, i.2., 12¢esivsd virtue that is contained
within the Tory party; anl yet mors in the resmsiial, re-
geasrative nature of man, which sver rsproduces s healthe
ful moral sense, sven out of stupidity and corruption.”

In anothsr entry of the same year hs saii that the Whids

1. *Journal VII, 545,
2. Ibii, IIL, 3K7.
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could pat in merely their owa votes, but the 'Toriss!

used fraui, sni he adizd gloomily, "Lzt the worst coms to
the worst, ani the Hhig cause bes cruashzd for a ssason, and
the Constitution be grossly violated, then you should sese
the weak Whig become irresistible. Thesy would then acquire
the gloom ani ths wight of fanaticism, and redsem Amsrica

23 thsy oaze redsenzd Bnglani, and oncs aforstime plantsd
snl smancipatel Amsrica." By 1840, Bmerson hal bscome morse
philosophical and less ardent ragardiing political parties.
Following is a brisf sxposition of his gznsral theory of
political partiss, as statzd in his lecturs on Folitics.

He declarei that partiss are founiel upon iastincts anil
have bsttsr guidss to their humbls 'aims, and bettsr zxpressions
of ths cruia'but‘real iifferences whizh tasy mark, than the
sagacity of thsir leaders. Partiss are perpstually being
corruptel by thneir leaders who uses ths docility anil z=al of
the masses *to-furthzsr their own interests, Ths miscuiiei
voters can bz absolved, but their lsalers are more calpable.
Too frequsntly partiss diffsr merely in ths circumstances

of the intsrests which they represent, ani have no morsal
iifference, in fact, could sasily chande positions,  Ths
v2aknsss of radical parties lies in tasir unbalanced
l2adesrs; that of conssrvative partiss in their timidity and
lazk of vision, . ,

By 1541, although Emsrson was still attachsd to the
cause of ths wWhig party, bis ardor hai bedun to abats. He
hadl bszoms more radical in his politicaluopinions, ani,
althoadh his radicalism was always tempersi and rsstrained
by common ssases, hs was becoming impatient of the ultres
coaservatism, the timiditv, and ths lack of 3 high and clear
gim which was the drsat fault of the Whigs. In 1341, hs
hal written in his Journal the following =zatry concsrning
‘the Whig party," Tt is not thz proposition, but ths tons

!

1. Journal III, 3H9.
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that signifies.s.. Every prozlamation, dinnsr-speech,
report’ of vistory, or protest against ths govesramsnt bs-
trays its thin s0d watery blood..... Instead of having its
own aims passionstely in view, it cants aboat ths policy

of a2 Washington aand a Jzffersons....What busines have Wash=
~ington or Jefferson ian this age? ... Thsy livei in the dressn-
ness aani timidity of thz political sXpsriment.....They shocked
their contemporariss #ith their iaring wisiom; havs you not
sonsthing whizsh would have shockeil themf If not, bs silent,
for othsrs have."” In 1842, he asssrtei that there was very
little differencs bstwsen th2 #aig Party and the Demozratic
Party, although nz belisvel the Democratic lsaidsrs wsre
worss men than ths Whid leaiers., "To vote at all for sithsr
party," he wrote "is WNhiggism, and it is only a little more
to vots for thoss whoss bias is coanssrvatism." Yst he felt
that hs still nal many points of sympathy with ths Whigs,
ani he preferrsd them to6 the Dzmozrats, whoss leaiershib. 
he thoaght, was corrapt aci vicious. During 1842, Emerson
visitedl New York, whsre bz probably got some kanowledge st
first hanl of the methods of Temmany politicisns, about

whom h2 hal hithsrto known ounly by hearsay. At lsast, he
wrots ia bis Journal that nhis visit had made bhim l2ss dif-
fiient of nhis politizal opinions, In 1846, he wrots, "The
Whigs have only for their systzm the dsfence that they main=-
tain it auntil somsthing really good appears, "’ This is
probably an accurats summary of Emsrson's attituds towdard
the Whigs between 1840 aad 1850. Hz was not satisfied with
them, but hs felt that they could at lssst bs dspenilsd upon
to maintain thzs status guo acgainst thz adgressions anl usure-
pations of ths Southern Desmocracy, which was fast sscuring

1. Journal VI, 8&8.
2. Ibid., VI, 274,
3, Ibid. VII, 179.
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control of the party of their opponzats. On this point

he was to rscsive o painful iisillusionment., The Whids
combinei with ths Demozrats to pass ths Compromise of 1850,
and crushel the idisalistic hopss of men liks Emersoa, that
they would stand firm and unyislding against the demanis
of the pro=slavery party., -3reat was Emsrson's disappoint-
mznt, and nis dznuncistion of the Whig leadsrs, partica-
larly Wsbster ani other New Englanisrs, was scathing,
"Thers i3, " he wrots, "ons bensfit isrived from the move=
aent latsly. The most polits and décorous Whids, all for
church and 2olleds and charity, have shown their teeth un-
mistakably. W2 shall not b2z dsceived again., We believei;
gnl thesy half bslisved, that thsy were honest wmsa, They
have bssn forzsd to taks przmaturely their trus anil idno-
minious plaze."  FPinally io 1852, he declarel that the
only 1iffzrenzs bestwesn the Dzmocrats anl the Whids was
that one pashed forwarl into esvil, whereas the othsr held
back; both, howesvsr, were beind carried irresistibly for-
wardi., In 1857, hz saiil the Dzmocratic Party was ths party
of the poor marshallsd against the pich, but that it was
offizered by s2lf-sseking isssrtzrs from the Rich or Whig
Party, “Thzssz lesisrs," he saii, Y"are Whids and sssoziats
with #hids, that is they are the iining, irinking, ani
1anzind, and iavesting class, anl by no msans ths iigging
ani hosiﬁq class." The rise of the Republican Party must
‘have besn watzhel with interest by Emerson, althoudh thers
are no refesreaces to it in the Journal for this period,
Possibly hs hal coms to bs rathsr iistrustful of any politi-
cal party as a sinzsrs ani consistent opponent of slavery,
Probably he also iistrustei the Whig Elsment which was
prominsat in ths me2mbership of ths new party, ani certainly
the leaders(inzluiling Lincoln) wers too timid ani zonser-
vative in their pronouncements adainst slavery to suit

1. Journal VILI], 212.
2. Ibid. IX, 36h.
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Emerson, Y2t thers wers many fearless and uncompromising
opponents of slavery among its lzaders, mzn liks Sewari

and Sumner, and thsy dave promise of what ths ultimats atti-
tuis of the party souli bs., Ths appeal of these mesn anid

the desirs to support any movemsnt that promissd at least
some opbosition to tha sazroachments of slavery must have
enlistel the sympathy add support of Emsrson. #Hith the
coming of thz Civil War, Emsrson iisntifizi himself quites
naturally with the Repudblican party becauss he felt it haid

.. become ths only consistsnt rspresentative of thz cause of

morality and frsedom. In 1364, he wrote in his Journal,

"Jur Democratic party shows itself very baily in these iays,
simply dsstructive, and 'weuld tear down God from Hsaven

if thev.couli.'"L He sdvocatel thz renominstion and rs-
election of Lincoln, although he hai criticisei his con-
servative policy =sarlier in the war. In fact, it was the
nore radical anti-slavery slement ia the party that appealed
to Emerson, anl at the close of ths war he prefsrrsd the
policises of Stsvsns aand Sumner to those of Prssident. Joha=
son. Y2t hs was opposei to csrtain Republican policiss,
notab1v>tne stesdily rising ioctrins of protsctive tariffs.
Moreovsr, he was not by anature partisan, ani hai alliel hime-
sslf with the Rspublican party because it hal becoms idsn-
tified with a great moral "issus, gﬁﬂé&v; thz restriction and
iestruction of slavery, With ths iisappearance of the issue,
\ani_with 3 satisfactory ssttlament of the problsms of
‘Réconstruction.,Emerson's intarest in parties also disappeared,
“and po further allusions to them are ‘founi.

‘1. Journal ¥, 52.



CHAPTER III
Emsrson's Bconomiz ILieas

Emsrson's subordination of all thiags to the morsl ani
spiritual - Property - Attituds toward the acquisition
anl uss of wealth - Opposition to- tariffs - His
attituis toward financial orises

Emsrson's views apon sconomiz gquestions, liks bhis views

upon sll public affairs, were determined by thrse factors:
his belief in tas subrsmacy of moral anl spiritual intsrests,
his obelisf in progr2ss and idealism, anl his strong common
senss. As an asivocate of ths supremacy of moral and spiritual
interests, hs rafussi ever 1o azcept any othsr intarest as

of paramount ‘importancs to ths ianlividual, or even t0 socisty;
s 8 belisver in progrsss and idealism, he fgvored aany re-
arrangeneat of sconomic affairs which promised grzater op-
portunity for ally while lastly his comnon sznss recsogdaized
‘the necessity of wealth, ani ths limitations of reform, ani
~rsvolted agaiast visionary plans for abolishing the svils

of soczcisty by the artificisl process of a differeant distri-
bution of wealth. He was well awars that ¢grest svils wsrs
connscsted with the institution of propsrty, aal hs was aot
averse to reform, But hs also kanew that many of these svils
wsre owing to funiamental wesaknssses and vizes of man, ani

as a resialt, all human institations wers burienzi with evils,
In 1841, he wrote, "The gusstion of property wants sesers,..
‘The staunchest yhig and ths poorsst puilosopher are all on
the property side, all abzttors of the present abuse, all
sithsr owasrs or envisrs....n0 man dzserves to bs heari
against Property; only love, ooly an Idea, is on ths right

w



22

gide against Propsrty as we hold it."l For this resason,
he falt that no communistic or socialistizs tenure of propsrty
would eliminate the evils of socisty, "for as long as all
psople want the thinds we now have, anil no bettsr thiags,
it is very zzrtain that they will, under whatever chande of
forms, kzep the oll systea.® Morsovser he asssrtel that no
iistribution of w2alta must bes mads whizh woull remove the
inzsative to iadastry, dand that many ®ho ars poor under the
present systam are respoasible for thsir own coniition,
anil would be 3 burien upon ths State under a soscialistic
arrendamznt, Yet be rzalized ths deficicncies of the sxist-
ing orisr, ani saw how its injusticss and insqualities often
operated to crush that kini of lifs in asen that he most de-
sirzi, for hz concludel his slverss consideration of the
proposei socialistic scheme in France wsith this note of regret:
"dni there is a dreat multituds also whonm the existiag system
bersavss of all sulture and all hops. Thg masses, ah, if gou
souli r2ail the biography of those who compose thsmhn

Emsrson 111 not redard thz acquisition or possession
of wealth as svil ia itself, He often praised ths sansrgy
and initiative of American business men, 201 watchsi with
pleasurs ths great commercial sxpansion of the United States
ani ths isvelopment of hsr matsrial interssts and indus-
tries, movemsnts whose badinninds sani prodress were prbmi-
neat featurss of his adge, And certainly he hal no sympathy
for that psculiar crusads against the use of monsy to rspre-
sznt values or facilitate sxchangs. Hz thought that the )
gcqaibsition of wealth was denerally the result of industry,
perssverancs, financial pruience, and service of some sort
to society. He2 was not greatly slarmed at the drowth of
1. Journal VI, 128.
2, Cabot II, 387.
3. Journal VII, 431.
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large fortunss, although he thought that they misht soms
day bz a f2n802 to soziety. Moreover, he felt that superior
sbility was bouail to assert itself in some form of aristoc-
erazy, and of all aristocraciss, nz preferred oane founieid
upoa w2alth., Hz cnumsratsd its aivantagzss in his lectars
upon The Youn¢ dmerican in 1844: "But the aristoécracy of
trads has no psrmaanzancs, is not sntgiled, was ths result
of toil ani talzsnt, the rssult of msrit, =sni is coatinually
falling, liks the waves of the ssa, before nsw claims of
the ss3nse sort."l Emsrson 8150 realizel that society itself
rested upon s materialistic basis, and that the finer civi-
lization of moiern timss w~ould not have besn possible with-
out commsres aal iadustry. "It is  Trads,- Trais whizh is‘the
mover of nations, anil the pillar wherson the fortunss of
Life hand," hs saii, "all =lse is suboriinate."

Although his common ssnss rscodnizzl the necsssity
of wealth, ani the deneral wisiom ani justics of thz ac-
guisition and tenurz of it in modsra socizsty, yvet Eamerson
oppessi wealth a3 an end in itself, ani he oftzn felt that
a0 inpropsr use was mads of it. He omnss sail that ths for-
mer of thesz two svils was as if a man should interrupt 3
cotpany in order to maks 3 spesch, ani thzn fordst what he
intendizi to say. As to the uss of monesy hz said that only
thoss men ought to bs rich that would ase their money be=-
nevolsntly. Hes was especislly incensed whan the interests
of wsalth were sslfisaly allowel to prevail over those of
humanity ani prodrsss, anl in 1854, he dsclarsd, "Ths lessoan
of thess Jays is the vuldarity of wealth., We know that
wealth #ill vote for ths sams thing which ths worst ani
nsansst of the psopls vote for. Wealth will vote for ruam,
will vots for tyranay, will vots for slavery, will vote
adainst the ballot, will vots adaianst internastional zopy-
right, will vote against schools, collsgss, or any high

1. Horks 1, 378.
2. Journal I, 260.
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iirvection of publiz money."®

Emsrsoa was not an aidherent of aay specific ewonomic
theory. His nzarest approach to any was his onposition to
protective tariffs, "whizh his common sease ani his sense
of justizs ani fairnsss couli anot accept. He ieﬂlarei that
he could nsver be convinced of the wisiom of tariffs ia
geasral, aad thought it wrong, to uss his own somewhat ex=-
treams illustration, that so hesavy a-'fins' should be put
upon ths raissrs of tropical fruits as to enable men to
build costly coassrvatoriss in which to raise them in
Massachusetts, ™MWNe punish," said he, "the vlanter there
ani the consumer here for adding these benefits to life,n
Hz belisvsi that taxes should rather be lsiil upon articles
of luxary, or upon those artizles, such as liguors ani opium,
the consumption of which should bs discouraged upon drounds
of social polizcy. His opposition to tariffs remained to
the end of his lifs, and in the last voluws of bis Journal
is an satry containing this statement: "I hate protection
of trais in our politicssess " '

Bmsrson's attitude towari finsncial affairs is most
typically illustratsd by his uttsrances luring the paniscs
of 1337 ani 1867. ie acceptel noae of the ordinary super-
fizsial vartisan explanstions of thess crises, recodnizing
the trath of tae situation, that the causes of such crises
vere dsep=-seatedl ani complsx., He thoughtAthat.~although
paper money might have bsea lardgsly responsible for bringe-
ing on the paniz of 18hy, the uss of it was s real con-
venisnce and beasfit, just as railroais and stsam boilers
wers coaveniesnces, but incrsased the possibilities of acci-
lsnts. Hs asserted that a panic was a better test of the
financial soundasss of any institution thaa any bank examinsr.

1. Journal VIII, 449.
2. Ibid. X, 229.
3. Ibid. X, 312.
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His complacency i3 shown by his asssrtioan that the truas
meiizine for hard timss was sleep, ani that slszp was tas
rz3alt of hari labor. Jne satery in the Journal makes
espacially clzar tis philosopaizcal and rsflsctive habits,
svea ia a panic: "The blazk timss have a great ssisntific
value, It i3 an spoch so sritizal a philosopher wouli not
miss...What was, sver since my memory, solii coantinent,

now yawas apart and discloses its composition ani gesunesis.

I leara ge2ology the toraind aftsr an carthquake."” He al-
nost rajci:ai ia the mnisfortuns attending finanziasl calam=-
ities, because it demoastrated tas folly of wealth pursuaed
as 20 20l in itself, and provel ths phe supreme izportance
of the spiritual and moral iaterests as ths true objsct of
lifs. He wrote in ths Journal, "I sss a good in such en~
phatiz 2and universal calamity as the tines briad., They
iissatisfy ms with sozisty.....Bsholi the bossted worli has
cone to nothing., Prudeace itself is at her wit's =ni,

Priie and Thrift aail Expedisancy, who jgerei anl chirpsd

and were 30 w2ll plsased with themsslves, ani mais merrvy
with.tne.dream.«as thay tsrmad it, of Philosophy anil Love,=-
behold .they ars all flat, snl besre is the Soul erect ani
usczoagasrsi 3till."“ Emarson was not blini to the hariships
that panics saussd, but hs refussi to sllow his philosophizal
coaplacsncy to bs listaurbed by them. "YOu may radrst, " he
'said, "if thereby vou can help ths suffersr, but if voua
cannot, miand yoar own business. Thesa iastantly you are
comfortsi. Thsa iastantly ths esvil bedins to ba~renairei."§

1. Journal IV, 243. °
3., Ibid. IV, 24h.



CHAPTER IV
Sozisty

Bmsrson's individualism - His recognition of ths bensfits’

=7 of soziety = Place of sozial zlasses in his philosophy -
Early attitaie towari the lowsr classes - Labor -
bristosracy -~ Thes Woman's Rights Movemsat - Opposition

to war.

Ins very dresat importaace that Emsrson attachei to ths in-
iividual zaused socisty to play 2 corresspondiagly smaller
part ia his philosophy.” He 1il1 not iganors sozisty, but
regariel it as subordinats; the great ani fianal issuss of
1ife wsre to bs solvei for ths individual ani by the indi=-
vidual., Saii as, "3ocisties, partizs, arz oaly incipicat
stages,.tadpola-statss of ‘men, as caterpillars sare social,
bat the butterfly not. - The true andi finished maa is ever
alone.~ Mea zannot satisfy him; he neseds 3Jod, andl his inter-
course with his brother is sver coandssceniing, anl in a
lardgs dedres hypocritical."™ Yet socisty aand its processss
wers a part of lifs, anl hal to be reckonsd with, evea by
an indiviimalistic philosopher: Morsover, Emerson recog-
aizei‘tne necessity of socisty, and its close relation to
the individaal and to thiodgs moral ani spiritual, and this
of coarse, intsrsstsi him in it, Besiies, he hal a csrtain
faniamsatal curiosity, which was interest2d in all of the
phanomsna of lifs

Ensrson was not.hestlke;bo socizsty, sand his rathsr

‘1. Journal III,. 322.
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friendly attitude toward it can be typically illaustrated

by his statemeat ia the Journal of '1324 concerning in-
.étitutions; "Tastitutions are a sort of homes. A man may
waader loag with profit, if he come homes at last, bat a
,perpetuélvvagrant is not honoured.”l Moreover, he held
that social life was anot incoasistent with the life of
solitude and reflection; the soul might be solitary and
reflective in the midst of socisty, or it might be restless
-ani unsatisfisd, longiang for the distractioms of the worli,
even in a wilderness; all that could be determinel only by
the iandividaal soul. It will therefore sppear that his
attitude toward society was .fundameatally different fronm
that of Rousssau. He continually sxtollsd the advantades
which have besa made possible for man by the accumulatiosns
of civilization; ani he once likened the modern world to a
comfortably furnished home. His attitude was also different
from that of the Brook Farm reformers. Althoudh he sympa=-
thiz=1 with their attempt to simplify life, and althoudh he
preferred ths society of a small droup to that of a larger
one, yet their schsme of life 1aid uniue smphasis upon the
material sids of life, and his common sease saw that it
rejected sll of the advantades of the outside worli, all

of the privacy of the home, without securing any dreater
opportunity for solituds ani reflsctioan.

Fundamentally, the sxistence of social classes was not

a matter of dreat significance in Emerson's philosophy. A
kAman's place in the social order was not the supresme con-
siieration in his life, ~Whatever his social status, ths
integrity of his moral and spiritual life was in his own
control, and couldi be affected only by him. This was the
great fact in life, and all other considerations were subor=-
dinate to it. Morsover, accordind to the ioctriane of
| compeasation, inequality in rank, fortune, and endowmsnt

1. Journal I, 320.
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is always compensatel by the sidition or subtractioa of
other qualities, Thsorstically, thsa, socisl zclassss asai
social inequalitiss were matters which Emerson might coa-
sisteatly have igaorsi in a thoroughgoing adnerence to his
philosophy, ani he midat 2ven havs counsslled acceptance
of‘thingsuﬁs they are. Y2t in thds: regard, as ia all
- others, whatever his rsflections amight have bsea, it is
csrtain that he would never have allowsi the implicatioas
of a philosophical dostriane to zontrovert ths dictatss of
reason, justice, snd humanity., He recodnized the sxistencs
of social classes, and he kaew that there were substantial
reasons for them, somz traiitioanal, some social, some indi=-
¥iiual, At the sams time, he must have reasoned that if
every man is a spark of the diviane, ani if the iivine is
the suprems fact in man's lifs, then every man must nata=
rally assume an importance ani an equality ia the eyes of
his brother man that would tend to obliterate class distinc-
tions ani uaits all mea in a bondi of comton sympathy =and
andierstanding, His asttitude, therefore, toward social in-
egualitiss was anot dsterminedi by the necsssitizs of a philo~
sophical systsem, although undoubteily it was coasiderably
influenced by his gensral theories "of Life. In Emerson's
early life thsre was much that teadei to put him out of
“sympathy with the lowsr classes. Hs was a quiest, retiring
youath, with a strons natural inclination to things moral
anl spiritusl, His home life was guiet and congenial, and
his contacts abroal wers with persoas of refinsment, cul-
turs, ani iaflusncs. As aight have besan sxpsctsd, thsrefors,
his early rsferencss to those lowest in the social sesale,
are lardely concernei with their shortcomings, Their tur-
bulence was iistasteful to him, and his noral sshsibilities
- revoltel against the coarsesness and materialism that ap-
pearsl so often in th2ir lives, He seems even to have re-
garded some of them with fear. Ia 1524, he wrote in his
Journal, "It is a great step from the thought to the
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expression of thought in sztion...If tha wishes of the low-
3t class that suffers ian thess long strez2ts should exscute
themselves, who can doubt that ths city would topple in
ruins., Do not trust man, -3reat Qoif with mors power until
bs has lsarasl to uss . his littls power better."l Yot as

he grew olier, his kaowlsdge of these classes iancresased.
with his widsr obssrvation and reflsction upon the outsids
world, and with increased knowledds, came unisrstaniing

anl even a dedree of sympathy. A quotation coanceraniag class
antagoaisas from ons of the Journals will saffice: v...ani
it seems to svery mesting.of reaisrs.ani.writers.as if.it
_were.intolarable.that.the .Broai.Strest.Paiiies,.bar=roon
.politicians,.the.sots.and.loafers,.and.all.nanner.of. raggei
and.unclean.aai.foul-mouthei.versons.without.s.dollar.in
.their pockst shouli coatrol the proosrty of the coantry

anl maks the lawgiVsr‘ani'the”lén. But is that aany mors
than their shars whilst you holl propsrty s21lfishly? They
are oppossd €o you: y2s, but first you are opposel to them:
they to be sure, malevolently, menacindly, with sonds ani -
rowliss ani mobs; you cunniangly, plausibly, ani well-bred;
yoa chsat anil thay stsals; vou slesp and eat at their expsass;
they vote ani threaten ani somstimes throw st yours.” Aa

" observation recoriel still later coancerning the laborers
~employed in buildiang the railroai through Concori woulil
seem to inlicste that ne bslieved hard worg to be nescessary
to iisciplins the rough ani turbuleat masses, Part of his
statement follows: "Aanl thus peaceful shovels ars bstter,
1all as they ars, than pikss in the hanls of these Ksrnss;
ani thus the stern iay's work of fiftesn or sixtesn hours,
though 1splored by all the hamanity of the neighborhood,
and thoagh all Coancori cries Shame! on ths coatractors, is
a batter polics than the shariff and his leputies to let off
the psccant hamors."®

i. Journgl IILI, 360
2. Ibid. VI, 100.

3. Ibid. VI, 4H0.
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Yot with Emerson lavor was part of ths gospsl of life,
and in time it plsaisd the cause of the lowser classss., fs
might dislike their vizss, but he 2ould not despiss the men
that 1ii the world's work. It is not rescordsi whethsr he
gver sxpresssl hiasslf concsrning the organizel labor move=-
ment, then in its infancy. But it bezams iancreasindly plain
to him that the sesrvices of ths working 2lasses dessrved
recognition aal rsspect,ani 'hz accordsd it to thems In
1844, he wrots, "The whols human race spsni their lives in
hard work from simple sai anscessary motives, sni feel the
approbation of thsir consciencs...Thers maitibe not = few
fine woris, out very many hard strokes svery iay to gst
vhat =sven an ascetic wants."  Ia 1548, hs wrote, "Who ars
you that speak of thess msn? Have you a2 titls to sit ia
judgment o4 industrious, effectivse, proiuciang men who have
not indulged themsslfes by sitting in a corasr ani year
by year surroaniind themsslves with new szrsens from iust
and light ani valdarity, bat have exposed themselves by
labor in the open air to your inspsction aanl criticism?
esos Away with you! Thess ars no dsatlsmen, but‘servants,-
earnest, muscular, toilsome, reliabls ssrvants, whom 3oi
381 man must ssrvs aad honor."  Then too, ¥ith the years
Emsrson's sympathy for the oppresseil, his democracy, ani
his desire for squality of opportunity incrsasei, ani with
thess cgmes 3 desire that America should permit no mere acci-
isnt of birth or zircamstances to stanil betwesn the indi-
viiual and sslf-rsalization. Nowhsre is this mors conspicu-

ocusly illustratsd than in his remarks concsraing the Ameri-
can Party. 3Said ne, "I hate the narrowness of thz Native
American party., It is 2 1o0¢ in the mander. It is prsczissly
opposite to all the dictatss of love ani madnanimity: thers=-

1. Journal Vi, hHd4."
2. Ibii., VII, 519,
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fore, of coﬁrse.vopoosite to trie wisicm."l Moreover hes
came to aimire the primitive hardihood, frankness, and strength
of character of ths roucgh anl realy pionser, anl the snergy
snd seriousnzss of ths immigrant, These people represented
the lower clagses at their best, anil their frankness and
sinczirity furaishsd a plessing zontrast to ths artificial
life of the czitiss, . \
If gmsrson was not a believer in artificial class iis-

‘tinctions, neither was he a belisver in artificial lsveling,
He bslisved that theré existed a denuinsly supsrior elemsnt
"in th2 haman racs, which constituted s lsgitimate aristocracy,
The naturs and functioans of this true aristozrasy varieid
with the agde, but its sxistence was inevitable, ani it psr-
formed real services for socisty, His earliest statemsnt
updn the subjsct, racorded in the Journat of 1524, is typicsal,
and comprehensive of his later declarations: "Aristocracy
is o gool sidn.... It must bs esveryshers. *Twsrs the dreatest
calamity to havs it abolished.... No man mould conseat to
live ia socisty if he was obligsi to aimit everybody to his
house that chose to coms.s.s Eavy is the tax which all
distinction: nust pay.® ’ )

~ As might have besn sxpscted, Emerson's attitude toward
ths movement to sscurs squality of rights for women, was
typical of his g2nsral attituie towardi a problem of socisl
‘inequality. In 15861, he2 wrote in his Journal, *To=iay is
holden at Worscester ths Woman's Convention., I think that
28 lond as they have not squal rigats of bfopartv andl voting
they ars not on the right footind."” There follows in thse
~Journal a somewhat extsnded discussion of ths movemant, ia
whicn Emerson stated that hs bslisved that ths inequalitv
in ths rights of the s=2xes hail soms out of a savdgs ani

1. Journal VII, 115. .
2, Ibid. I, %11.
3, Ibil., VIII, 258.



52

military period, in whizh woman could not dsfeni hersslf,sand,
coussquently was assigasi to a man for protection., He thought
that legally marrizd womea shoull stand in a partnershicp
reslation to their husbands. Asids from its effort to secure
voting ani propsrty rights, he 4ii not think much of the
movement, ani belisvel that woman could best raiss her status
_otherwiss by ths dsvslopwsat of bsr psculiarly feminine
qualities, and by her own personal charm aad accomplishments.
His conclusion, in a charactsristic vein, asserted that the
vast majority of womsn lived drsary lives for the same reason
83 the vast majority of mesn, ,

ln 1555, he zonsented to adiress the Woman's Rights
Coavention daring its sessions in Bostoun., He assertel woman
possesssd o supsrior sausceptibility to moral sentimeat.
Wotan, he said,hasl besn vprominent in 3ll grsat moral advances,
and he dsclared, "I can say, for oae, that all my vpoints
would soonsr be carriei if women votei."  He ridicaled the
assertion that womsan wers not compstent to 1eal with political
‘issues, ani saiid that they could harily show less genuine
intersst or intsllidence in political affairs than the avsrags
mals voter., Furthermors, their idealism wouall have 3 puri-
fyiag influsnce upon politics, ani if they coull be con-
taminated by politizss, it was high time that politics ware
reformed., Ino many respscts, he saii, ths history of the
progress of socisty was thz history of the graiual'emanci- ,
pation of woman. Yst, hs was opposel to oropaganis t6 sscure
the vote, and bslisved it would zome if nezessary or esssntial,
and he concludei with thess prophstiz words: "I 10 not think
that it ye2t appsars that womsn wish this equal share in
publiz affairs. But it is they, and not ws, that ars to
istermins it., L2t ths laws b2 purgeiof every barbarous ~f-
remsinier, svsry barbarous impeiimenﬂ to somen. Let ths
public doaations for-siucation-bs squally shared by thea,

1. Horks XI, 420.
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lst them sater a school as freely as a church, lest them
have and nold and give their property as men 16 thsirs. -
a0l in a few years it will esasily appear whether they wish
9 voice in making the laws that are to dgovern them,"

Emerson was early impresssl wxith the tremsnious social
waste, a3 well as the folly =2ni iniquity of war ia denerals
He was proui of the American Revolution and of the part which
his ancestry hai played in it, but hs felt that few wars
could bz justifizi on so good grounis. In 1835, he wrots
Heary Wars Jr. that he favorei the abolition of war, as in-
humsn and anmanlike, ani that he would gladly study the
noutward signs ani exponents of that prodress which has brought
us to this,.:feéling."Z By 1537. he hal bscome raiically
opposel to war, as the following quotations from the Journals
will show: "How foolish is war. Let the injurai partv spesk
to the injurer uatil thesir mindis msst, " ani "But if = nation
of mesn is exalted to that height of morals as to rafuse to
fight ani zhoose rathsr to suffsr loss of goois.ani.loss of
life than to use violence, they must not be helolsss, but
most effective and great men; they would overaws their invaier,
ani make him ridiculous; they would communicate the contagion
of their virtue ani innoculate~all.mankini."4 His early
views uapon the subject of the sbolition of war are esxprosssi
‘mors- . moiesrately anil at some lendgth in his address befors the
Anerican Peace Society in 1836, and I have undertaken to
summarize them: #War hal besn s necessary step in ths evolution
of the razs, but its usefulnsss had passei. The instinct
of fighting was fundiamsatally an instinct of self-hslp, ani
was taking s new a0l higher dsvelopment with the progress

1. WHorks XI, 423.
2. Journal III, H74.
3. Ibid. IV, 27h.
4, Ibid, IV, 297.
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of civilization., The sympathy with war was o juvenile and
‘temporary seatiment, *ani as all nistory is the picturs of
var, a8 we have said, so it is no less trus that it is the
recorl of ths mitigation ani decline of war."” Not only,
said he, was sentiment obposed to war, but also the intsrests
of commerce ani industry. Morsover, the increasing con-
iemnaticn of ths causeless butcheries of wars in ths past,
indicated the progress that had bsen mads against war, even
though the doctrine of the right of war 3till remaineid,
Emerson realized thz practical difficulties that would
attanl the attempt to securs uaiversal peace, bat asssrtei
that svery cool now enjoyed by society once appearsd visionary
anl impractizables, aail declarsi, "It is the teniency of the
true iatarest of man to bscome his desire and steaifast
-aim."2 Furthsrmore, he arguel that the necessity of war and
of the preparation for war ispended upon, aal was iniicative
of the stats of mind of civilization. "Thus, "said hs, “we
are slways daunted by the appearances; not seeing that their
whole valus liss at pottom’in~thes state of mini. It is
really a thought that built this portentous wer-establish-
ment, ani a thought shall also melt it'awav."3 Civilization,
he said, had passel successively through the stades of offsn=-
sive warfars, ani 1z2fensive warfars to the thiri stage of
sacrifice anil isvotion to the common good., He asssrteil that
it was of little consequence how the ab@gition of war woulid
be accomplishsd; the spreai of ths seantiment adainst it in
the hearts of nen, was of principal importance., A Condress
of Nations, hosevar, ssemsd to hiam the most promising means
of sscuring peacs; ani he believed that the seantiment against
war would find its dreatest champion in the United States.

1. Forks XI, ‘158, \
2, Toid. %I, 163. , .

3¢:Ib1id:, XI, 163.
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In the yzars that followed gmerson remainei consistent
in nhis gensral oprosition to war, but with the aivsat of the
Civil War he moilifisi his position somewnhat. He hal seen
the steaiy refusal of thes slavsholding interests to yisli to
moral suasion; hs belisvel that all conciliation with thenm
in thes past hal been aloost wholly to their advantage; he
had ¢graiually beea forczd to believe that the abolition of
slavery coull be secured only by destruction of it; ani,
finally, he believed ths abolition of slavsry s matter of
sufficisntly dreat moral ifmportancs to justify war. Con-
ssquently, he ¢laidly accspted the issue of war, even though
he admittedl it would cost heavily in aoney ani lives, His
ieclaration that sowmstimes_the smell of powder is good, is
too well known to nesi repitition hers, He racognized the
many benefits of ths Nar, anl w#as iesirous that it shouli be
fought to a lscisive ani successful conclusion, however great
the cost might be, Moreover, he modified somewhat his oppo-
sition to war. Unloubtedly he still sincerely desirei the
mitidation of it, yst hs realized that there might be occasions
when it was morally unavoidable, and consequently he withe-
irew his extrems anil unqualifisi opposition to it, I quote
the following statensnt of his position from the Journal for
1862: "Though practically nothing is so iwprobable or psrhaps
impossible a contindgency for me, yet I 10 not wish to ab-
iicats so extrems a privilegs as ths ass of the swori or the
bullst, For the peace of the man who hss forsworan the use
of ths bullst, scems to ms not quits peacs."

1. Journal IX, 562;



CHAPTER V
Participation .in Puolic Affairs - Slavery

Superior importance .of the .moral .and spiritual iaties .of
the .individual = .Letter .to .Van .Buren .- .Intersst .in
slavery - Opposition .to it on ethical .ani religious
drounis - Early 1islike .of anti-slavery .adgitators -
Pirst speech on slavery - Increasing hostility.to
slavery .- Adiress on West Indis smancipation .- .Chang=-
ing .conzeption .of .the .negro.- Responsibility.of .the
.North .for .slavery .- .Advozacy .of .compensatory .emanci=-
.pation.- .Northern .subserviency .- .Texas .ani .Mexico .-
.Violent .opposition.to.the .Fugitive .Slava .Law .- .Emerson
.actively .enters.tha .struggle .against .slavery.-.Supports
-the .free .State .Party .in .Kansas .= .Admiration .of.dobn
.Brown.-_.Attempt.to.adldiress.the .nob.at .Tremont .Témple.

.Bmerson's .philosophy .of .1ifs 1ii .not, .of .courss, forbid him
to take.an.active .part in public.affairs, -but.there was.much
ia it .and.in.his own . tetiperament .that .militated against .his
direct participation ia political .and official duties, .Such
iuties had . to be.psrformei, his good ssase.would .have.agserted,
a0l tharzfors thsy ars legitimate, but .they are not the .most
important of man's duties. Political affairs, though.sa
-necessary .part of this life, like it, wsre transisat aail
supsrficial; they 111 not coastitute a supreme oblidation and
iatersst, a3 ’'ia t4¢ cass of rsligion ani morality. Emerson
sssm3 .to havz besn wholly destitute of tnat sort of ambition
which mdikes public life attractive to so maay m3n. On the

" othsr hanl, he posssssel an insatiable intersst ia thingds
noral ani spiritual, It must not be iaferrsd from this state=
ment that Easrson shat hismself off from the political life
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of his day a3 a religious recluse might have done, On the
coantrary, I suspact few men of 30 proacuaced a religious sanid
philosophﬁcal beat have ever takean so lively an interest in
pablic affairs. But he felt that he lackel the capacity for
participation la public affelrs, and since there was no lack
of persons who wers anxioas for public office, why should he -~
not devots himnself to graaster ani more abiding interests for
#hich his intuition told him hs hal both iatersst and capae
clty? Moreover, he knew from observation that practical
politics were inextricably interwoven with narrowness aai
selfishness, anl from these,as well.as;the bitterness of .
partisanisd, his idealistic aaturs sarank, Finslly, he had
a feeling taat human-brogresshéas affecteil very little by _
oractical politics, that rsal chandes ia the affairs of men
wers-evolutionary, aanl took place ia the minds aai asarts

of mea, rather than in the political arsaa. In 1835, ha
srote in the Journal: "Certainly a man woald be glad to do
his couantry service, but he cananot cram his ssrvice dowa its
throat. It is time enough if he come whea he is called,

It is enoucgh for nim if he has eyes 1o see that he is an in-
finite sp2ctator, without hurrying uncalled to be an in-
finlte dosr.... He cannot work directly on men, but obliquely,
Few men bring more thaa one or two voints into coantact with
soclety at once; they aust be content to influsnce it there-
by."" In 1844, he sald: "The stream of human affairg flows
its own way, ani is very little affectsd by the activity of
legislators. What oreat masses of men wsish doane, will be
doaes and they 3o .not wish it for a freak, but because it

ig thelr state anil natural eni‘"Q'Tnesa two passades illus-
trate Emersoan's attitade toward participation ia public sffairs,
It was this attitude that he coasisteatly maintained through
most of his life, and abandonei with extrems resluctancs,ani
thea only in the cass of public gquestioas that clearly

1. Journal, [II.: 46hH,
2. Works, XI, 139.
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possssssd great sthical significance. Evea thea, hs esntersd
the lists, not as a politizian, bat as a crusaier against s
spezifiz evil, ,

The first:occasion in public.affairs.on whish Emerson
folt that his loyalty to morality ani justice was suffisieatly
challenged to justify actisn on his part, was the removal of
the Cherokess ‘iuring the siministration of Van Buren, This
seemed to him, as to many others, a great.wrong to the Indians,
and an actioa whizh reflected upoan the natidoanal nhonor. He
was grestly distarbed by it., Ia his Journal for 1337, he
wrote, "Thea is tais disastsr of the Cherokses brought to
m2 by a sal frienil to blacksn 1y days ani nights."” Yet he
was loath to act ino the matter, ani i1ii so largely bacauss
‘no nae elss woull, as his own words show: "This tragic
Charokss business whizh we stirred at a meeting in the charch
‘yesterday will look to me dsgrading anl tajurious, 1o what
I cattewes I stir in it for ths sail rsason that .no other
mortal will nove;"z At ldast, urged by frizads anl pressei
by his coanscieance, he wrote a latter to Van Burean., The letter
was couchsd in 1igaifiei and respestful laaguade, but pro-
tast2d stroadly ani effsctively adainst the proposed action,
as oppossl both to =sthics ani souad public policy., To an
unbiasel realsr, it seemsialmost a moiel of its kind. Yot
to Emsrson the task was an uacondenial one, as the Journal
testifieg: "Yestesrday went the latter to Van Bursn, s letter
hatedl of ne, a ‘deliverance that 10es not dsliver the soul...
Yot I azceot the Dartmouth Collede invitation to speak to
the boys with grsat lelight, I write my journal, I reai my
% lectures with joy, bat this stirring in the philaathropic
nud gives ae a0 peace, I w#ill let the Republicialons until
the Repiblic comes to me. I fally sympathize, be surs,.

1. Journal IV, 424.
24 Ibiio IV. 4260
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with tas sentimeat I write; but I accept it rather from amy
friends than iictats it., It is not ay impulse to say it,
ani therefors my d¢saias isssrts me."

Emerson ~¥as not adain inluced to eanter ths public forum
antil th2 slavery question bscams 3 moral issus that coulid
- not be igaorsi, His reactions to ths slavery gquestioan coa-
stitats the most intsrestiag ani important phase of his
relation to public affairs, aand thsrefore demand detailed
consiideration, '

Emsrsoa esarly took notice of slavery, ani his wrestling
with tns problemzcontinued until he became an opea and avowsi
aivocate of abolition. His first refersnce to slavery occurs
ia the Journal for 1822, anl it was, of course, the sthical
and religious aspects of ths Droblem which first coacerned
him, - He was, even at this very early age, svolving that
ethico=-religious philosophy of man ani nature which was later
to constitute the coatral thems of his lectares ani litsrary
- productions, In his philosophizing, he was attempting to e
examine all of the phenomsna of 1life and soclety to dstermine
their relation to the moral and spiritual life, It w#as thers-
fors insvitable that he should be profounily iatsrestedi in
slavery., In the Journal to which refsreace wss made, he
recordsl a postic aal iramatic ascount of the manaer in
whizh slaves were captared, Although he obvosed slavery on
moral ani religious drouads, he aimitted that m2a ars not all
equally sniowed msatally or by the circumstances of their
birth. “Throughout society there is therefore not only ths
iirect and ackaowledigsi relation of king and subject, master
ani servant, but 3 3sscret dependence quite as universal, of
one man apon another, which sways habits, opianions anl coniuct,
This prevails to an infinite sxtent and.... the sams pleasure
which the 10g¢ ani horse fez2l whsa they rely upon ths supsrior
intelligance of man is fslt by the lower parts of our species

1. Journal IV, 430.
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with referesance to tna-nigner."l He went on to say that man's
dominion over domssticated animals is to be justifiei upoan
two grounds, nam2ly, their want of reasoa, their alaptation
to our wants, andi their own advantage; ani he admittei that
thzs same .conslisrations offerei strong justification for
slavery, This juveonile reasoning souais strandely coli, and
#111, doubtless, seem to many not characteristic of Emerson.
It is, howsver, only an instance of his attempt to apply
sommon seasse to'pﬁoblgms;of an ethicsl nature., He was not

'~ willing to ignore ths. fazts of any situation, howsver re-
pulsive thay might be, and he kney idesalism must taks vractical
considerations into ascouat, svea thoucgh 1t need aot slways
bow to them. Inissi he soaclauiel this consiieration of the
question in what seems s more charazteristic manner, namely,
oy referring it to the moral intultions: "To establish,® he.
sald, "by whatevsr spscious argumeatation, ths psrfsct ex-
peiiency of ths worst institutions on earth is prima facie

an 3333ult dupon Reason ani Common Sense., No iagenlous
sophistry. can ever reconzile the anpervertsd mind to the
parion of slavery; nothing but tremenious familiarity and the
bias of private intersst. Unisr the iafluence of better
argumeats than can be offered ia sapport of slavery we shoulid
‘sustain our tranguillity by the codfiisnce that no surreader
of our ovinion is sver demanded, anil that ws sre only requirsi
to discover ths lurking fallacy whizh the iisputant ack-
‘nowlsides to exist."Q‘ Emerson could not but feel that
‘slavery was a travesty upon religion ani justics, for, hz
asserted, ths slave was dotiodlyzieniéi the ordinary amenie
ties of life that were open to other fmea, but, posssssing

an iamortal soal, passsd through this life and into the
Great Bsyoai without lsarning of 3oi, and without aay op-
vortunity to uaisrsteni ani practics human virtues. Thess

1. Journal I, 181,
2. Ibii, I, 185.
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considsrations, modifisl somewhat by more maturs thought,
but also fortifisi by coantiaued reflection upon the sub=-
ject, stazk in Emerson's aind, =and could not but make him
an uncompromising opponsat of slavery sooner or later. By
1835 his opposition to slavery hal bezome much more pro-
aoancesi, as will be clear from the following outburst agalast
sone of the clerdy who had uandertaken to defeni slavery:
"[et Christiaaity,” he wrots, "spsak ever for the poor and
the low. Though the voice of society should demand a de=-
fenze of slavery, from all its organs, that service can
nzver be sxpectel of me, My opinion.is of no worth, but

I have not a syllable of all the landuadse I have learnei,
to atter for the planter, If by opposing slavery, I go

‘to unisrmins institutions, I confess I 10 not want to live
ia a nation where slavery exists. Tas lifs of this world
hgé but a limited worth in my sy2s, ani really ig not worth
such a prics as the toleration of slavery. Tnersfore, thoudh
I may bz so far restrainei by uawilliangness to cat thse m
vlaoterds throat as that I should refrain from ienouncing
him, yet I pray Goi that not even in my iream or in mai-
ness may I ever incur the disdrace of articulatiang one word
~of avology for the slave=trader or the slave~holier."” It
was in this year that he opsned his church .to antl-slavsry
speakers, anl from this time forward, the references tn

the Journal to slavery increasei both in number snd bitter-
n2ss. . ’ ; , .

Yet Emerson was slow to align himself with anti-slavery
agitators., Ia 1837 he mais his first speezh on the sub-
ject of slavery., He deprecatel the closlang of the churches
anil most of the halls to the discussion of ths slavery ques-
tion., "But," saiil ns, "when we tavs distiactly sesttled for
oursslvas the right aani wrong of this question, ani have
covenanted with oursslve%to kesp ths channels of opinion

‘1s Journal LII, 446.
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open, each man for himself, I think we have done all that
is incaabent upon most of us to 40. Sorely as we may fsel
the wrongs of the slave in Garolins ani Cuba, we have each
of us oar hands full of much nsarer duties.... The secret,
ths esoteric of abolition - a secret too far from the abo-
litionists = is that the nsgro ani the anegro-holders are
really of ons party, that when ‘the apostle of freedom has
gained his first point of repesaling the nedro laws, he will
find ths free nedro the typz and exponsnt of that very
animal law; standing as he does in nature below the series
of thought." Emerson's failure to ally himself proamptly
w#ith the anti~slavery agitiators was jue further to his con-
stitaotional dislike of controversy, and to a coaviction

for maay yvears that mo3t of thoss who were acztively engdaged
in the propadanis against slavery were lacking in ssrious-
aess,earnsstness, anl stability of sharacter. In 1335 he
hai recordei his opinion of 32orge Thompson, as 3 small '
man who considersd the objections to him as ainei at the
cause that he rapresented., As late as 1844, hs hal asserted
that the man who worked steadily in his darden dil1 more to
sbolish glavery than ths ons who went tofthg/Abolition
meeting and made a speech., Many antieslavery sditators,

hs thought, rated themselves ani their services 00 high,
and he srduzi that they induldei in those very laxuries
that were producei by the iastitution of slavery, at the
same time that they denounced the planter for keebing
slaves to enable him to live in luxury. Certainly,:
Enerson's slownsss to champion openly sand arieﬁtlv the
crusade adainst slavery did not procssdi from a lack of the
courade necessary to espouse s cause that he knew was right,
but unpooblar. On the zontrary the first support that he
gave the Anti-slavery aditators was a fearless dsfence of

1. Cabot II, 425+429.
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their coburags in holiing and sssertiang their opinions,

and o dsmani that they be sccoried the privélege of

pbsing heari. In 1537, while reading his lecture on
Heroism, hs raisei his syes from the manuscript, anid

sail extempors: "It is but the other iay that the brave
Lovejoy gave his brsast to the bullets of a mob for rights
of‘&ee-speecn.ani opinion and disd when it was better not
to live,"” Woodberry says that his words rang out,clear
a3 3 rifle shot,in the quiet hall, and that thev sent a
tarill through his aulitors , never to be forgotten,

. Gradually he bsdan to reslize that hisvstFfictures couli

not bes applisd to many of the msn anl womea who wers ie=-
voting themselves to the opposition to slavery. Hs coull
not fail to recodnize the worth anl services of men like
3Garrison andi Phillins. In 1544, he wrots of Garrison,

"I cannot spsak of that 3esntlemsn wsithout respect.™

In the same year he wrote in the Journal, "I vish that
Webster &ni Everett and also the young political aspirants
of Massachusetts should hear Weniell Phillips speak."5

In the followind yesar when a gusstion arose whether the
local lycéam should accept the proffer of a lecturs on
slavery by Phillios, Emérson urdel acceptance because it
#o0uld 241 variety to the course, and “Szcond because I thoudht
in the present state of this country, the particalar sub-
ject of slavery hdd a2 comnmaadiad right to be heard in all
places in New England, in s2ascn and sometimes oat of season;
that as in Europe the partition of Poland was an outrage

go flagrznt that all Buroosan men must bz willing, once

in svery nonth or two to be plagued with hearing over agaia
the norrid story, so this iniquity of slavery was a dhost

1. Horks II, 262,
2. Journal VI, H4l.
5. Ibid., VI, H42.
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that woull not iown at the biiding of Boston merchaats, or
the best dsmocratic drill-officers, but the psopls must con-
sent to bes plagued 'with it from €ims to time until something .
was done, ani #e hal appeasel the negro blood so." When
Emsrson hai arrived at this 1s¢rse of sympathy with the
anti-slavery agitators, it required only the ievelopment
of a situation that was naturally passing from bal to worss
to draw bim into the struggle himself,

The vear 1644 is, for this reason, anil for a number
of oﬁ?ﬁs. a significant date ia trazind the history of
‘Emerson's growiang opposition to slavery., In this year
occurrei the jubiles 'to cslsbrate the tenth anniversary
of West Indian emancipation, ani Emerson disliversei an adiress
for the occasion 3t & mesting in Coacori. This adiiress
sets forth in some dstail his views upon the sdibject of
slavery at that time, anl deserves rather full asnalysis.
One statemnent in it is espscially significant, Nature,
Emerson assertei, would save oanly what was worth saving
anl 1ii1 so, not by compassion, but by power. Mesa must be
savel through themselves, ani neither propadsnds nor vi=-
tuperation wouli avail adaianst eternal fact. Then he ssid,
nI sstesn ‘the occasion of this jubilee to be the proni dis-.
covery that the black racs can conteanl with the whitea"%
In - supvort of his statement, he pointed to the prodress
that the West Indian aedross hal maie since their emanci-
pation, ani to Touiésaint L'Osverture as an example of |
nsgro geanius aund nsdgro capacity for attaining freedom. This
shows clearly that Emerson hal chandgel his conception of
the negro, ani changzi it to such an sxtent as 1o sweep
away all of the argunents for slavery ani objections.tq
smancipation that he hai once been willing to zonceds
posssssel a ss2mblance of-trath, Slavery mast ¢o. "There‘

1.vJournal VIL, 5.
2. Korks XI, 1450



45

~have besn momeats, I a3aid, when men midht be forgivem who
‘ioubted., Those momeants are psst, "k '

Morsover he fixed the resvonsibility for slavery quite
s much upoda the North as upon the South. The Southern
planters dzmanisd slavery, not bezause it was moral, but
becauses it 2nablei them to live in comfort, ani even ia
luzurys, Northern merchants and statesmen were glad to
sscape the oiiun of the slave irivers, but they Selifishiy
and abjestly i2feniei anil protected the institution of
slavery bscause thev?t00~iésirei to live ian comfort and
luxury 4pon the cheap proiucts of slave labor. HWhatever
might be their private life, Northern statesmen hal con-
gistzntly betrayel the best ssntiment of their sonstitusnts
- wheaever there hal been a critical occasion in the struggdls
sdgainst slavery, ani nad mnade a byword of their office.
Slavery hail dsgraiei the whols national life. "Americs is
not civil whilst Africa is barbtarous.® The South couli
not be expected to free the slaves of her own volition anid
a2t her own expenss, and since slavery was a national pladus,
he advocatel compensstory emancipation as the best solution
of the problen. '

The years that followel 18544 brought with them a train
of svents that ssrvel to incresss Emerson's opposition to
slavery, anl to increase his 1isappointment ani iisgust at
the servile and mercsnary coniuct of the North ani her states-
ten, - Prominsnt among these évents was the seizure of colorei
citizens of Massachusetts by officials of South Carclins,
and the sxpulsion of Juigs Hoar who hal been islegated to
protest against the act. Emerson was bitter in his reproaches
of Carolina ani no less bitter in his dsnunciation of the
lack of resistanze on the part of New Englani. Several

1. Korks XL, 147.
2. Ibid, XI, 14K,
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pages of the Journal are filled with hzs reflec ticns upon
these events, Like many another far-seeing man, Emerson
realized that Texas and much of the Mexican territory must
altimstely come under the control of the United States, but
the circumstances ani the manner in which it was acquired
affordiei him still further svidsnce of the high-haniel policy
of ths pro=slavery party and the weaknsss ani suppleness of
the ooposition. He declareil that the only real ovposition
to ths War hail come from Besnton ani Calhoun, who,contrary
to their sectionsl interests,had hadl the courage to 4o more
than any Northern zsondressman had dared do aithnr for his
coastitusnts or for rightani justice.

The Fagitive Slave Law of 13560 was a rude assault apon
the sati-slavery sentinent of the North, and Emerson was
as profounily stirred by it as any. He abanionei all faith
in the integrity of the New Englani repressntatives who
had aiizd ian the 2nactment of the {Law, and he dsnouncei
them bitterly, sven Wsbster, whom he hsi simired from youth.
To hia the,ﬂ;w~was} an stounding revelation , both of the
suppleness of the North and of the ‘sdgrsssive soirit of
the oro=-slavsry forces,  Slavery hai not oaly hell its own
at the Soath; it hai iarei coms North ani outrage Northern
rights ani sentiments in orler that its satisfaction might
be complaete. For Emerson there couli be but one course,
resistancs to the law while it was on the statute books,
and denunciation of it uatil it should be rspsalei. He ds-
clared that Congrass had civen lsgal sanction to a wrong,
anl h4ad demanied of citizsns that they commit crime or be
guilty of violating the law. On May 3, 1561, he adiressei
a meeting of the titizens of Concord, called to protest
against 'this filthy law.! He declared: "The last year
has forced us all into politics. Thzre is an iafamy ia
the sir....1 Rave lived all 2y life in this State, and
never hal any sxpsrisace of vsrsonal inconvenience from the
laws antil now.... But the Act of Congress of. Szptembsr 18,
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- 1850, is a law whish every one of you will break oa the
‘earliest occasion,~ a law which no man can obsy or .abet the
obsying without loss of self-respest and forfeiturs of the

- nane of a gentleman."l The only pensfit (benefit) that hs

woull concsds might come from such a law was that it aight

1ake slavsry mors odious. He refuseil to accept the ardu=-
ments that #sbster anl Otheps broaght forwari that the law
was constitutional and that azceptance of it was nscessary
to pvreserve the Union., With Seward, he believed ia a 'higher
law® ani he attackel the sincerity of motives of those .who.
appealsd to the Constitution in orizr to iefeal an imsoral
law,and exzcuse themseslves for supportiang it. "Webster saanil

Choats," he saiil, vthiank to discredit the highsr law by .

personalities; they insinuate much about transcenisatalists

ani abstactionists anid peoﬁle‘of no weight., It is the cheap
cant of lawyers and merchants in a failing condition, ani

of roguss. These zlasses usually defend =n inmorality by

the prastice of men of the world, ani talk of ireassrs ani

v enthusiasts."2 As for the Union, such a law tendei to its:

iissolution, rather than to its presservation. It createi

2 situation that made the Union,not only weaker, but an-

bearable,  "Let us," he saliy "respsct the Union to all

~honsst 2nds, but lo2t us also resoesct an oldsr ani wider
anion, the laws of nature ani rectituis...Let us not lis
nor stesl, nor hslp to steal, and let aus not call stsaliag

by any fine names such as union or patriotism."” Thers X

worse things than disuaion: "The worst mischisfs that couli

follow from Secession and aew combination of the smallest
fragnents of the wreck ~ere slight anl medicable to the

calamity your Unioa has brought us., Aanother yszar, anid s

1. CabotlI, 576,
2. Journal VIII, 197.
50 Cabot_ II' 584"5Bbu ‘
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staniiag aray, officsrzd by Southern deatlemea to protest
the Commissioners ani to hunt ths fugitives, will be illus-
trating the asw swssts of Unioa ian Bostoa, Worcester, and
Springfiali."l In fact Ensrson had bsdun to bslisve tast
taere were fundansatal 1iffersancss betwzen the North ani
the South, whizh might nake 3eparation issirable, Saii hs
"I am willing to lzave them to the facts., If they ~ontinu°
to have a binilnd fatersst, they will be pratiy surs to
find it out: if not, they will coasult their peacs in part=
ing. But onz tning appears certain to n2, that, as soon
as tne zoanstitution oriaians an immoral law, it ordains iis-
-union.."2 Finally, the only possisls sscape from the dark
situatiod that he saw, lay in coapeasatory emaacipation:
 "There can never bs peads whilst this devilish sesi of war
is in our soil. Root it out, burn it ap, pay for tae lam-
ags, and let us have ione with it, It costs a hanirsi =nil-
lions. Twize so mach were cheap for it,... I would pay =
little of my sstate with joys for ltdfark°us ay d1ays. It
is a3 local,accidental disteapsr, anid tho interests of a2
contlnsnt cannot be sacrificed for it."’ ,
Emerson was now drawn iefinitsly anl actively into
the struggle sgainst slavery., He repeated his €oacori V%K

speech a number of times in befialf of his frieni, Doctor fp

.Palfray, who was a canlidate for Condress from his district.
At Cambriige, h2 #2S hissed ani hootedi by young men who
svmpathiz i1 #ith the Soath, ani his radical visws wers
gsnzrally i1sanprOV°i by the so=-callei respeutabl classes,

In 1854, in beginning a speech against ths Fu¢1t1V° Slave
Law, he ieclared that it was coatrary to his practice to
speak to public questions bescauss he felt that to 10 s0 was
geaerslly hartfal and distracting to msn of the profsssion

1. Journal VII, 186-187.
2. Works XI, 206.
3. Journal VIII, 2072.
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ani interests that hs hal most at hsart, But, hs asserted,

tne particular question was such as must be of concern to all
who possessed even the simplest ani most fundamental charac-
teristic of studsnts anl scholars, namsly, the ability to

r2ai aal thiank =24l respoal to the moral sentiament. This
spzech i3 anoteworthy for a brief and zlear statemsat that

tae moral seatimeat of the individusl is supsrior to law ani
goveranmsat, ani tnat law and dovernmsat derive tneir streagth
andl efficacy from ths sanction given them by men of high

moral worth: "apni no}man_hés 3 right to hops that the laws

of Nsw York will iafsai him from the coantamination of slaves 7
anotaer iay aatil he has made up his minl taat he will not

. owe his protsction to tne laws of New York, but to his own .
sznss and spirit. Thea hs protscts New York."  In January

of 1855, Emarsod~ieliverai one of a course of lectures on
slavery given at Tremont Temple in Boston, He was reluctant

to 10 s0, and wrote his drother William that he felt as unfit
for anti-slavery agitation as Hamlst for the task impossi

upon him, Neverthesless, hs felt it hal to bs ions, and he
resolved not to shirk becsuse it was uncondenial ani even dis-
agresable work., [n this lecturs, hs resasssrted his conviction’
that slavery must go. The 2vils attending it were so dreat
that the matter no loader sdmittsd of ardum=zat.. The oaly
question really rémainind was the best way in which to get

rii of it. He pointel oncs more to th2 purchase of the fisst
Iniian slaves by the British doverament as sudgssting the
ramedy, "I say bay, .- never zonceding the ridht of the planter
to own, but that we may acknowledde ths calamity of his
position, ani besar a countryman's share in relisving hing ..
anl because it is the only practical course, ani is iﬁnocent."d
v . The Kansas-Nebrasks strudgdle brousht Emerson still more
actively into the war apon slavary. The =ffrontsry of the

1. #Works KI, 235H.
20 Cabot [I' 568"695'
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- pro-slavery forces in their attempt to establish slavsry by
statute ani protect it by force in territory that seemsi to

be destinel by naturs to bes fres, couli not avpzar to him
otherwise than.outrageous, ani even criminal., Yet the apathy
anl servility of the psople irove him almost t0 exasperation
ani despair, In 1354, he wrote in the Journal zonceraning

the Nebraska Bill, which Douglas was proposiag, "It is only
lons by Doudlas ani hils accomplizes by calculation upoan the
brutal ignorance of the pzople, upon the wratchsd massss of
Psansylvania, Iniisns, Illinois, Keatucky, 2ni1 so on, peopls
#ho can't r2al or know anytaing beyonil what ths villagde
iemozrat tslls tham,® This discouradgiad vrospect, howsver,

- could not withdrfaw Emsrson.from a cause that hs felt to be

onz of funlamental risat anl morslity, and tone suzcess of
which was thsrzfore imperatively nscessary; rather it inten-
sifisd his fesling for such a cause anl mads his alhersace

to it mors firm, Morsover, the struggle soon é;émsi such
agpects as w#oull have stirred sven a phlesmatiz psrsoa to action
if he possessel any anti-slavery coaviztions, anl Emsrson was
far from belad phlegmatic. On May 26, 1356, he aliressel a
meeting of the citizeas of Concorl to ‘protest against tne
attack oan Sumner. Sumaer's coasistsat opposition to slavery
anl his refusal to play politics hai secured for him Emerson's
approval, Hs rsviewsi Sumner's pablic lifs, praised his
spotless recorl, anl took occasion to answer the trivial ac-
casations whizh his detractors hai brought adgaiast him, After
ieaouncing tns assault aupon him as the barbarous act of =.maa
representing a barbarous stats, he dszlar=2i, *The whole state
of South Carolina loes not aow offzr one or aay number of
persons who ars to be wesidhel for a moment ia the scals #ith
such a person as the meanest of tanem all has now struck iown."2

1. Journal VILI, 443.
2.t Horks XI,. 245.
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Emsrson took an asztive part in tne raisiag of funis for
the Kansas settlers, At o meeting ia Cambridge, he advocated
buyiag fool, zlothing, and arms for them, and asserted that
they hal shown a resolution to save themselves, ani tasrefore
~hal s 2laim upon the support of otasrs. He urged all to make
even sxtrame sacrifices to ail them, and advocated that the
State of Massaczhisetts, itself, shoull assist them, main-
tainiang that it was her duty to fini means to protect her
. citizeas, "But first, "he 3aii, vlst them hang the walls of
the state-hnouss with black crape, anil orier funeral‘servieés
to bs sall for ths sitizeas whom they wers anable to defsand.®
The psculiarity of the case of Kansas, hs sail, was that the
risht was all oan one sids.” s bitterly ocriticissl the Prasident,
anl fixed the whols rsspoasibility for the disorder upoa the .
fzileral dovernmsat, which for many years naiibeen."tha chief
obstruztiosn to the commoan weal."  f2 dsclarsl that hs hai
.little.esteem-forjgoyérumeats, and that he set the private
individual first,gthed'the primary asseably next, ani, last
of all, the ¢overamsat. Thers was no Union, he saidi, whea no
citizea of Massachuasstts could travel in hoaor and safsty
through thz South, anl no one in the South darsi denounce kiie-
aaoping: "I am dlal to see that tae tsrror at disanion ani
anarchy is iisappearing."2 Ths struggle to abolish slavery
would be mors iifficult than ths Revolution. He advised the
fornation of Committees of Safety in the towns,anl saii that
all Amsricans shoall coas home to save their country before it
Nas nessssary. to "dspart to some lanl where freelom sxists,"

The Kansas struggls broudght Emsrson into contact with
John Brown, ani ths zharacter and zoniuct of Brown made 3
strong appeal to him, He records in the Journail .the favorable
impression that Brosa made apon him as he told his sxperiesnces

1. Horks %I, 253.
'2. Ibiio XIQ 2610
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at a meeting of citizeas at the Conzori town hall, Hz agdrssd
heartily wita Brown's isaunclation of the doctrine of non-
resistanze, E. . Emsrson says that Browa was s man of
1ignifisd snd attractive asppearance when he first sawy him in
‘his father's homne, but that he had almost become will when,
a2 yaar later in the town hall at Concord, hs toll of his
sxperieaces in Kansas. This must have maie a profound im-
~pression on Emsrson, anl have intsasified his sympathy for

s man whoss fats was 30 tragic, It ioes not appear that hs

. W33 at a3ll aware of Brown's Virginis project, but he would
havp probadly approveil it. In his lscture oun (Courage:’
ielivered in Boston while Brown was awatind seatesnce of desth,
he spoks of him as "that rhews saint, than whom .none purer or
wors brave was sver lsi by love of men into conflict ani

ieath, - the new saiant awaiting ‘his martyrdom, aal who, if

he saall suaffer, will make ths dallows dlorious like the cross."
It is.only fair to note that this statemsnt was omitted from
the °ssa§‘bublisbei,ten,vears Iater, "the 1istance of time, ¢
says Cgbot, "having broaght the zase into a juster perspec-
tive, v Whilb Brown was still awaitind execution, he addressed
8 meetiag at Tremont Temple for the relief of his family., He
characterizel him as "ths rarest of heross, a purs iiealist,
with no by-enis of his own," ani assertsd that there was not at
that momsat another citizsa in the land mors worthy to live

or as isserving of public ani private honor as he. He czoa-
trasted his purity of character and heroism sith ths sepvility
of nhis juiges, sni askedi, "What avails their learning or
veneratioca? At a piach they are no more than idiots."® After
the exszation of Brown, Emerson aidressei a memorial meeting

in Salen, Hs reviswed Brohn'S';ife, which he saii had been

1. Cabot II, 537,
2 Wbrks XI, 272:
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.aoble sand romantic, anil callei him *the founder of liberty
in Kasnsas:' He consluisd with the assertion that ths
attempt to stamp out abolition would not succeesi, because
abolition was idsantical with lovs and justice,"which was
before Alfreii before Lyzurgus, befors slavery, 3anil will
be aftepr it," ‘

Emsrson's final servizs to the anti-slavery czause,be=-
fors the beginning of the Civi War, w#as a spsecn in Trsmont
Tsaple, Boston, oa January 24, 1561, Phillips had asked
him to étteni,"ani;"-Emerson wrots, "estseming such an in-
vitation a commani, though sorely against my inclination -
anl habit, I weat, ani thouch I had nothing to say, showei
ayself.....Thz fob roar21 whznsver I attsmpted to speak,
ani, aftsr several beginnings, I withirew."

1. KHorks X1, 2&1.
2. Cabot II, 599=601.



CHAPTER VI
The Civil War

The rsjuvsnation of natioanal life - Emersoa's hove of
emancipation - His Smithsonian aidress - His ardumsats
for emanzipation - Thz Emsacipation Proclamation -

" Bmersoa's visit in Washington - His impressibns of the
governmeat - His attituie of loyalty and support - His
criticisms - dis gesneral satisfaztion with the courss
of ths war - Pressrvation of the Union - Resoastruction

- Bmsrson's radizal sympathies

Emsrson was in the nidst of a course of lsctures oa Life and
Literature when ths news of the attazk on Fort Sumpter reached
Boston. Iasteai of giving one of his rsgular lectarss, he
spoks apon Civilization ot @ Pinch, Hs assertel that it was
s relief to know that at last the issus hal becowms clear, and
sxpressel great satisfaction at the unanimous responss of the
North to the call of loyalty ani frssiom. "How,"he asked,
"ioss Hzaven help us when civilization is at a hard piach?
#hy, by a whirlwieil of patriotism, not believel to sxist, but
now madnetizing all iiscorisnt massss under its tsrrific
aaity., It is an affair of instinets;.....lt is the day of
the populace; thsy are wiser than their teazhers.....l will
nevar agaian soegg lightly of a crowd." The war was far from
being merely a clamity., It hal rejuvénatel natioaal life and
spirit, ani hai callei forth ths virtass of zouarage, lbvaltv,
co-operation, "Wz have osen very homeless,” *he sail, "some of

1. Cabot II, H39-621+
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us, for soms years past, - say siazcs 1850; but now we have a
coantry again,”

~ Emerson's great hope was that the war woald bring sman=
cipation. Ia ths Journal for 1561, he wrote, "But to me the
first aivaatags of the war is the favorable moment it has
mais for zuttiag out of ouar cancerous Slavsry. Better that
war anl defsats continus until ws have come to that ampu-
tatioh‘"g He bslisved that thes war zould not coantinue long
uatil ths North should bezoms the champion of frzelom, ani
the South of slavsry, He was able, howsver, to unierstani
Lincola's refusal to isclare for emaacipation immediately upon
the ouatbresak of the war. "~ ¥Ifpthe said,"Mr. Liancoln appear
slow'ani timii ia proclaiming emaucipation.»ani,‘liks a
bashful suitor, shows the way to deny him, it is to be re-
nembsrzd that he is not as fres as a poet to state what he % 2
ideal or issirabls, but must take 3 considered step, which
hs caa k2sp, Othorwise his proclamation woull be a weak
bravsio, vithoat valae or raspect, As timz w2nt on, how-
sver, hz became impaticsat with the ielay, aad fearful lest
the opportuaity for smanzipation should be lost.. Ia his
lecture oa dmerican Civilization at ths Smithsoanian Iastitution,
on Jaauary 31, 1562, h2 waraesd ths North that it hai always
lost its aivaantage by comoromisiang andi hesitating. *The
svil you zontsal with," hs said, "has taksn alatming propor—
tions, and you still conteat yoarsslf with parrying the blows
it aims, but as if sanchantsd, abstain from striking at ths
causs, " In the Journaetl for 1562, thers is aan eatry for
August 30, yhich summarizes the cass for smancination as
Ererson saw it., First of all, hs argusi for emancipation

1. Cabot II, $599-601.
2. Journal IX, 335,
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because of ths sternal right of it.,  3Ssconlly, he bslievsd
that it was nszc2ssary to crsate sa army in ths rear of the:
enzmy, anl that emancipation would 4o it., dis thiri argu-
neat shows mores politizal acumen than has beesda commonly
creiitel to Emsrson., He assertel that unless the North
isczlared for emancipation, the South might ultimately be
forzed to 10 so in orizr to dain foréidn recognition. The

~the hsart of the Unioa zause wouli then be done The

blockaie would bz raissi. The borier States, California.
Wisconsia, ani #dinnssota. aisht sscsde, or even prefer to
join thes Confsierazy, rather than help pay for subiuing

the South aaler such circamstancss, and ths Eastera States
¥ould be lsft to pay for a lost cause or be forcz21 to re-
paiiate a dedt that #as mainly owel to them. Whea the
Enanclpatlon Proclanatlon #as finally issued, Emerson haileid
it as ths greatest victory of the ysar, "3rsat is the forcs
of the Proclamation,” he arots,in ths Journal, "It works
when m2n are slesping, when the army does ianto winter
quarters, whsn generals are treacherous or imbszile,®

e conzsded the wisiom of the President's ielay, oat assertsi
that, although a 1ifficult ani ianderous course, it was

the only one open to him, ani that there must be no turning
back, ’ '

After delivering his lecturg at the Saithsonian In-
stitntion,,Enerson«speut 3 few 1ays in Washington., H2 saw
and talksd with Sumner, Cnase, Bates, Staaton, Wells, Sewari,
Lord Lvons, Rspressntstive Hooper, 3ovesraor Anirew, Govarnor
Fish, Mrs, Framoant, and othsrs. He was receivel ani enters
tainzd on terms of considerable iantimacy by persons of in- |
flusncz, ani gainsi 2 gool dsal of confiieatial information
redardiagd the condition of ths governmsnt anl the state of
public affairs, Hisfimpréssion. as recoridel in the Journal,
was that thers was a considerable lack of unity andi har-
mony in the goveramznt, anl absence of a clesr and definits

‘1. Journal IX, 450.
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policy as to slavery, In May of 1863, S2zretary Stanton
sppointed Enerson to ssrve on the Boari of Visitors to
Wezt Polat. Hz took an unexpsstzl amount of iatsrest in
the inspsztion of the tnstitution, He was well pleadsi
#ith ths soniuct of the Academy, and belisved it well
saited to the dsvelovnent of industry, probity, veraclity,
st loyalty., .In his report he. stated that the aiministration
appeared to him julicious, and morse mill then he hadi sup-
“ pesed, He rscommsnied that compstitive exsminations be
establishel, anl that the preliminary examinations .be made
more rigorous in orisr that it might not bz necsssary to
tzach slz2mshtary subjects to the zalets bafore proceedind
to their mors aivancsd ani specialized training.

This summarizes Emerson's more intimate relation to
the war and the dgoverament., His attitude towarl the govern-
ment throughout the war was one of consistent loyalty ani
sapport, Not that he 1ii not fini much to critizizs, But
the aim of those in sathority came wors ani more to 2oin-
cids with the policiss that hs hal aivocated earlier; ‘
he knew that iifficulties, not ecasily uaizrstool by the
oatsiier, beset officials; ani finally, he-tealized that
doverament, liks buman nature, hai its limitations. Hence
it. was that his critigisms wers mainly confined to(mnore
or less critical obssrvations recoris iwiglthe Journal,
Most of these drew out of his impatience withn what ne felt
was timidity, irresdlution, and a disposition to temporize
with slavery. Linzola's polizy of awaiting the maturs
iavnlooment of public *nntlmant before proclaiming emnsnci-
ration, very nesarly ex ~°°i 1 Emersoan's vatience, ani he
oftsa felt that thes President lacked vidor in the prose-
cution of the war, He »as frequsntly awars of a breskiown
of the governmental war machins, iné to aiministrative weake
ness ani political intrigias, as the following quotation ’
from thes Journal shows: “"Jur commerce has somewhat grani
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in its power....But our politics are petty and expectant..

Ths 3overnmsat is paralyzsi, the army paralyzed, and we ars
walters on Proviieanse, Better for us, pzrhaps, that we
shouldl b2 ruled by slow heaids than by bold onss, whilst in-
sight is witnheld. Yot ons conceivas of o head capable of
taking in all the elsments of this vroblsm, the blockaie, the
stons flset, the noval landings, insurrsction, Engiish i1l :
will, Frenczh qusstionability, Texas."l Howsver, hs felt that
the goveramznt had showa itself =2gqual to, ani sven supsrdor
to thz massss of the peopls in zazrdgy sal initiative, ani,
b2st of all, it was hoanest ani well intentionsd: "I say it
were happizsr, if 3snius should appesr in the 3o6vernment,

but if it io not,#s have got the first sssential element,
namsly, honesty., Ani let us hold that gift dear.v”

Emerson was quite as often d1isappoint2d ia the attitule
of his fellow citizens toward the war, as he was in the
policies of the dgoévernment. Ths war nad reduced his own in-
some to thes. point of causing him real hardship, yvet he was
able to write his brother, “But far bstter that this ¢rind-
ing should go on bal anil worse than we be driven ianto a_
hasty psace or any vsacs restoring the o0lid rottennesé."9 It
¥2s hari for him to realize that the ability of ths averags
man to alhere stesdfastly anid conaistentlv'to 5 Cause was
aot so great., The Journal contains many comolaints of ths
lazk of ehthusiasn,-wnicn followel the grsat outvurst of
patriotic fervor at the beginning of ths war., Yet, on ths
whole, hs was ssatisfiel wita the progress of ths war, ani
founi 1lsss reason for pessimism than for optimism. Thes war

"~ had revealed many slemznts of national strength which hal besno

andrsaned of iuring the years of peace ani prosperity. - morsal
enerdy, unsslfishness,and hsroism, Spiritually ani morally

1. Journal IXr{364.
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"1t had "sabstitutzi chroniz hows for zhroaic despair." Mors-
over Bmerson's philésophical ideslism, led to an optimism
that was not iisturbed by solicituds for the fate of aay
particalar institution. Hs often thought of the war as a
tester of men and things; if they coull aot survive it,
why should he bs concernei? Thsy simply were not in ac-
cord with the sternal, ani it was no fault of his. It was
sufficisnt for him if he and his countrymssn were seriously
and sarnsstly pursuing a policy that was ethically souni,
anl this they were doing, so long as they were making war
uvon slavery, It is thersfore not surprising that he was
“not dgreatly disturbei by the zarly victories of the Cone-
feisracy,  To him, thess viztories appsared spsctacular;
ths causz of sbolition was not lost, thoudgh onz army had-
been 1efeatzi by anotheri "But iisas and their slow massive
night are irresistible at last.®’ As might bs szpestad,
to one who heli such & philosophy, the pressrvation of ths
Union was not the supreme considesration. It was ssconiary;
the war on slavery was primary., In fact, sarly in the war,
Ensrson 1id not think that the Union could be preserveid
besause he felt that othsr elsmsnts of incompativility be-
tween the North snd the South bssides. slavery made for:
lisanion, Even in 1864, wh2o Linzoln had been reelected
to the Prssiidency,” anl the victory of the North was assurei,
he rsjoiced in ths defsat of the forces of pro=-slavery ani
politizal =vil, but still conceiel the possibility of dis=-
union, slthough by this time he was bedinning to fesl that
with ths abolition of slavery ths ﬁrincipal cause of dis=-
“union had bssan removed. It is only just to state also that
at th2 2losz of the war, Emerson recognized the immonse
inmoortance of the "pressrvation of ths Union.

As it bezame certain that the ‘South was to be subiued,
301 the Union preserved as the resault of ths war, Emerson

1. Journal IX, 456,
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asttached nimself to those who held radical views regarding
the terms of psace ani the polizies of rezoastruction, With
many others, he fearsi that the North might vield to a
polisy of compromise that would permit the South with its
superior political astutensss:to unio much that hail bese
lons, andi verhaps even to become the arbiter of the situ-
ation, If the two ssctions were to contiaue under the

sams govérnmeat, he felt that it was unthinkabls that ths
war ani the pesacs -should bs concluded ih such a manner as

- to perait the possibility of 4 restoration of the oll con-

iitioas, In 1865, he wrote in the Journal, "'Tis far the
best that the rebels have been pounisl insteal of nagdotiated
into a peace. They must rsmember it, ani their invetsratse
brag w#ill oe aumbled, if not cured....3snsral 3rant's teras
certainly look a little too easye.... 20l I fear that the
high tragic historic justice which ths nation, with severest
consideration should sxscute will bs soften=d and dissipateil
ani toastsi avay at dinnsr-tables."” To Emsrson, ths dreat
problen following the war was how to make securs the fruits
of victory. Hs balieved that this could bsst be:accomplished
by enfranchising the nsdroes anil raising ths status of the
poor whites. The wislom of such a policy loubtless ssemed
clearer to him becsuse his conzeption of the negro's abili-
tiss hal steadily drown hidhsr, 1In 1867, he wrote in his
Journal, "You complain that the nsgroes are s base zlass.,
Who makes ani keéps ths Jew or the azgro base, who but vou,
#ho sxcluie them from the rights which others enjoy?"" In
one of his leigers of ancartain date, but most certsinly

‘belonging to the post-war psriod, thers is the following

eatry: "How much will has been expenisi to sxtinguish the
Jows! VY3t the tenscities of the race resist ani prsvail.,
So the ns¢gro sses with glee, through sll his miseries, his

future possessiocn of the Wost Indiss(anil of the Southsrn

1. Journal X, 95.
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States of Amsrics) assured., For he asczumalates ani buys,
whilst zlimate, etc.,, favor him adgainst ths white." It is
therefor2 not surorising that Emerson regardei Presiiesnt
Johnson as msrely g0 obstructionist, and fa21lt that the policy
of Sumner anl Staveas was not only the safest ani best for
the North, but the one which "the fasts of the situation
warranted, ani ianissi made insvitabls. |

The triamph of the raiical policy of reconstruction was
smineatly satisfaztory to Emsrson, ani zlosei for him the
great struggle which hai occupisi so much of his time and
saerdy since first he hal bedun to wrestls with the slavery |
guestion in his sarly manhooi. This, as we have ssen, was
the only questiocn that had ever beea able to draw him actively
into publiz affairs, ani his interest in matters political
anl social sz2m21 to have speat itsélf; iaring the remaining
vears of his lifs, he withdrew to his more couagenial interests,
and had little, if any iaterest in public affairs, and no
sonasction w#ith thsm, Two matters whizh have anot besa trestei
elsewhsrs ia this paper ismani brief consideration, howevsr,
befors it is closei. They are Emsrson's opianions of public
meo, anil his conception of Americs anil her destiay.

1. Journal X, 472.



CHAPTER VII
Public Men = America --SummavV'

Basis of Emsrson's interest in public men-- Hsbster -
Linzoln = Hoar = Supasr - Patriotism - Faith ian
America as the champion of the ideal - Nature
anl extent of Emerson's inflasncs apon public
affairs.

Emerson's dreat iantersst in charactsr, especially in
strong charactsr, dres his atteation guite as much to
public mea as to public affairs. They might attract or
repel him, sscure his spproval or lisavproval, but they
could not fail to gain the attention of a philosopher so
mach intsrestei in the dotives, the aims, ani ths esais of
lifsw‘ Streagth, sven ruddei strendgth, and seriousnsss of
purposs were the qualities in public men which appealed
most dreatly to Emerson, This accounts for the fact that,
although he thoroughly 1isliked President Jackson in his
youth, hz later sxpressel ainiration, if not approval of
him. It was for this same reason that Webster sarly won
his adoration. To the youthful Emerson, Webstsr seemsi to
enbody all of tde strength of right ani justice whea he
replisd to Hayne., But as thzs years went, aal Emerson be-
camz .more sngrosseil with the struggls adainst slavery, hs
felt.the flagging of Webster's idealism, ani was at last
convinced that his hero hal become the slave of political
ambition, ani that hs wa3s wasting his splendii streagth in
pursaing the enis of practical politics. In 1543, he wrote
in the Journal, "Daniel Webster is a great man with a small
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anbition," the small ambition bslag of course the Presi-
iency, to galn which, Emsrson thought Webster had forsaksn
~ (Ehe’ the cause of consistznt opposition to slavery. Webster's
subsequent 2o0niuzt, sspecially his support of the Fagitive -
Slave Law, removel the last vestigs of Emerson's simiration,
In 1851, he wrotse in the Journal,"W2bster truly represeats
tbetAmericaﬁ,paople=just‘as they are, with their vast ma=-
terial interests, ‘materialized intellect, ani low morals,.
Herstofors, their grsat men who havs led thsm havs besn
bettsr than they, as Washington, Hamilton, =ani Maiison,
But W#sbstsr's absence of moral faculty is iegraiing to the
countrv."l Maany othsr utterances, quite as bitter, might
be gquotsd, but this onsz is tyvical, Even Emerson's con=-
sidered juiément’was hardily less severs. It is to be found
in ths eatry that as made in ths Journal upon hearing of
the death of Webster: "Nature has aot in oar days, or not
since the 1ays of Napolebn,'cut out sauch s masterpiscze,
Hs brought the strength of a savade into ths height of cul-
turs....H4s was 2 étatesman, anil not ths semblancs of one....
But alas! hs was the victin of his ambition; to plsase the
South, .he bztraysil the North, and was throwa out by both.,*
Emerson hai besa iisappointed with the nominatioan of
Lincoln instsal of Sewari in 1560, ani as late as 1563, he
“regardied Lincoln as uncoath ani lackiag in the iignity and
serionsnessfthat,a grsat public man ought to posssss. 3rada-
ally, nowever, the Prssidsnt's sviisnt sincsrity, his good
ssns2, and his far-sesing wislom impresssi themsslves upon
him, ani he zoali ovsrlook, or svea almire much that haid
sarlisr beea iistasteful to him. In his eulody of Lincoln,
at Concord, on April 19, 1565, he isslarsi, "Oli as history
is, and manifold as ars its tragsdiss, I ioabt if any has
caused 30 much pain to maakini as this has causel, or will

1, Journal VIIL, 216,
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on it's gnnouncement."l He toli how his opinion of the
Brssident hal steaiily improved uantil h2 rescognizesd his trus
greatasss, aal assertsi tnat he had besa trie to what was
best in the Amsrican psopls. *He is the true history of
American peoole in his time., 8tsp by stsp he walked before
tham; slow with their slowness, quicksaing his march by
theirs, the trus rspressntative of thils coatinsat; an sao-
tirsly puolic man; fathsr of his country, the pulse of tweaty
millions throbbing in nis heart; tne taought of their minds
articulatzd by his tondae, " |

Emerson's fellow towasman, Juige Hoar, was perhaps his
id2al of a practical politizian of probity, who relizdi upon
his nonor, efficiency, anil juigemzat for his iaflaence.
Numsrous satries ia the Journal testify to Emsrson's simiration
of aim, ani his gool opinioa of him seems never to have bsen
shaken, Probaoly Emsrson thought more of Charles Sumner
than of any other dreat public man of his day, Sumner'’s clean
cat ‘ideslism ani his fearless support of the right, redariless
of politizal conssqusnces, made Emerson his warm asdmirer.
In 1869, Emzrson d1sscribel him as, “Clsan, self-poissed,
grest-heartei man, nobls in person, inczorruptivple in lifs,
the frisni of the poor, the champion of the opbressei."5 The
aimiration was reciprocatsi. Among the last words of Sumner,
accoriing to Juige Hoar, wsrs, - "Juige, tsll Emerson how
mach I love anil reverz him."“doar rsplisd, "He sail of you
oacs that hs never Knsw so whites 3 soul.®

By no means ths lsast interesting or signifizant topiz
for us ia oar attampt to arrive at a clsar uaierstaniiag
of Emsrson's relation to public affairs, is his concsption
of America sni her destiany, It is clear that, howsver raiical
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Emerson's iiealisn might be, it always was teaperei by his

- stroang common sanae.'ahi-therefcre'never irew him iato con-
flizt with what was right and reasonabls in the reala of
practizal affairs. Horsover, hs regaried the politic cal and
sogial organization of kis sountry with more than mare tol-
eranse, Howsver much his own inclinations . uaturallv withe=
irsw him from aztive intersst and partizipatioca in public

- affairs, ani howsver mach he found it necessary to critizise
his couantrymen ani their politiss, whes his atteation was
iirectsi to puolic affairs, thers can be no doubt that America
was very dear to his heart. His sarly Journais ars replste
#ith eatries that express his faith in Amsrica as the land

of the faturs, aad he never hbandonei that belief, evan when
the outlook seomei darkest to him, ani when hs was most
ssvars in his criticzism, To him Amsriza pressatei the possi-
bility of realizing the idesl, In his lscture on The Young
American in 1544, h2 saii. "it s2ems so sasy for Amsrica to
inspire ani express the ,most 2xpansive and hamane spirit;

nes bora, hsalthful, strong, the lanl of the . laborse, of the
" i2mozrat, of the philanthropist, of the belisver, of the
saint, she should spsak for ths human race. It i3 the zountry
of the Futars.®"  Nor was Emsrson lacking ia that affsction
for the native lani vhich is commonly ‘called patriotisa.
#oolbsrry ani othsrs have not failszd to note. in him o certain
preferenze for his coantry and the things of his country
whizh they thought was sxcessive enough to warrant the name

" of provincalism. Parhaps such criticism is jastifisdi in a
-mild degrse, Certain it is that Emersoa iislikei travel,

“ that he always came back to Amsrica more ¢ladly than hs went
away, and that his country andi her affairs possessed a dgrestsr
interest for him than ths antiquity ani zaulture of Earops.

It is siganificant that this same vouthful faith in Amsrica

as the hope of ths futurs is the keynote of his last great

1. Horks 1, 871, -



66

publiz aldress, The Fortune of the Republic, which he rsai
on March 3), 1873, in the Ol1 South Church, He warned his
countrymen agalast excessive partisanism, love of wealth and
sase, anl lack ‘of idsalism, and then he 3ail, "The genius of
this sountry has marked out our trde polizy, - opportunity.*
"Jur helm is diven™ap to bstter guidance than our owa,® hs
‘isclared, ani then expressel the faith that Amsrica, despite
her shortcomings, wouli bes duidei by the noble ani the iisal
in realizing her d2stiny. "I could heartily wish that our
will ana esnd=zavor ware more active parties to the work. But
I sse in all directions the light breaking, Traie ani gov-
sramnent will not alons be the favorel sims of mankind, but
every useful, svery .eledant art, svery exercise of ths im-
agination, the hsight of reason, the noblest affection, the
purz2st relidion will fini their home in our institutions,
anl writs our laws for the beansfit of‘man."2

x % *x X x

In zlosing this survey of Emerson's relation to public
affairs. soms considsration ought to bes dgiven to ths character
anl sxtent of nis influsaze upon his times. Woolberry asserts
the unsystemmatic anl aphoristic characztsr of his utterances
has oftea mai2 it possible for faldists to cite them in
support of thsir doctrines. This is probably true, but it
is a fault that is to bz charded quite as much to the inherent
character of ths essay as a literary deanrs, as to the'nartic-
alar style and zontent of Emerson's 2ssays. Suzh a use of
Emsrsoan's words has bsen mors conspicuous than significant,
ani neei not concern us hers.:. Unioubtsdly, however, in his
ovn day, Emerson's somewhat sxtreme ani strikiag expression

1. Horks XI, hH4l.
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of his thought, saablel man of more raiical inclinatioas

to use his prestige for the 1zfence aail support of their
joctrinss, Perhaps Emarson #as not altogsthsr uwawilling
that this should b2 so. Hz beliesvel that one of the most
wholesoms tealsnziss of his time was its ferment, its ids-
position to question social institutions and practices. . He
hal none of that conssrvatism that abhors all chands as mere-
ly izstructives, It was a maxim of his that nothing wouli
perish that was in sccori with the eternal, ani he raceivei
¥ith cool and unraffled curiosoty all provosals to alter
customs anl institutions, Morsover, Emsrson, himself was
somewhat of a3 raiical, ani if he baszame zoavinzed that s
cause was sssentially ethical, he 1id not hesitate to ally
himself with it, 2ven thoush to 10 so might shock greater
lovers of sozial safety anil respectability. This is most
apparsnt in his relation to tne aditation againsﬁ slavery.
st Emerson's'stronq‘instihct for shat was practical anil his
iislike of propagania kspt him from becoming a professsi
aditator in any 2ause. Ths truth is that hs often iissps
pointed the raiicals, and ao less oftesn, he mais the con-
servatives unsasy, This makes it 1ifficult to islimit
sxastly the nature and isdree of his iafluence, His iirect
gervice to ths asnti-slavery cause mast have bsen very dgreat,
for he threw the wsight of his‘strong'barsonalitv and his
mature prestide sguarsly against slavery. Y2t s2 muast re-
msmbsr oass more, that he was not primarily an agitator,

ani he avoidsl ths porsonalities snd recriminations of con-
troversy., His relation to the movemsnt tharefore was less
striking than that of 3arrison or Phillips. Emsrson's in-
iirszt influsaces upon affairs can harily have bsesn less
than that which he brought to bear dirsctly upon them, Many
of the bsst and ablest spirits of his day ani of ths rising
ganeration looked to him for their inspiration., The frank
acknowlsigeneats that Sumaer ani Lowsll made of tusir ian-
1soteiness to him are but 3 small part of the proof that



might be ailduced for this statsmeat. In many ways he ex-
pressedi the best anl most charactesristic spirit of his times.
e brouzht to vublic guestions the iisposition to test all
things answ, but stroag common ssnse kept him from becomiag
visionary or ultra-raiical. Mush of ths strendth ani souni-
ness of his influsnce lay in the emphasis that he put upon
th2 sthical aspscts of public gquestions, in nis fresdonm

from partisan bias, ani ia the spirit of courage with which
he inspirsd his fellow couantrymen to attack the probleas

of their age. He never permitted the crulitiss or ths
tzmporary failurss of his zduatry to shake his faith in
Amarica ani her mission as the champion of the ideal, ani
this was the basis of the souni ani optimistic patriotism
whizh ne preachei to the youth of the lani., Unguestionably,
Ensrsoa's influsace upon ms1 "anil affairs was greatest im
his own timz, but the streagth of nis influsace was ius in
the main to ths peculiar qualities of his gsalas, ani it
ratains 2 ssrtain psrsanial potsasy. To = lards number of
reaiers ani ainirers, he has remainei to this day an in-
terprester anl 2xponsnt of the best ani most liberal spirit
of ais czouaantry. ) '
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