
should be r e w a r d i n g to Amer ican Studies scholars , especially the first, J e rome Rod-
nitzky's " P o p u l a r Music as a R a d i c a l Inf luence , 1945-1970." J o h n Garraty 's "Radical ism 
in the Great. Depress ion" places American r eac t ions in world perspective, a n d the 
remain ing two, " H a r r y S. T r u m a n a n d Hi s Cri t ics : the 1948 Progressives and the 
Origins of t he Cold W a r , " by F r a n k Ross Pe terson , a n d " J o h n Collier and the American 
Ind ian , 1920-1945," by K e n n e t h Phi lp , a re c o n t r i b u t i o n s on topics of cur ren t concern. 
These varied wri t ings , i n c l u d i n g LBJ ' s i n t r o d u c t i o n , suggest not only t ha t "radical ism" 
is a re la t ive te rm, b u t t h a t "radical" act ivi t ies m a y b e a p re requ i s i t e to a hea l thy society. 

MJS 

C O N T O U R I N T I M E : T h e Plays of E u g e n e O 'Nei l l . By Travis Bogard. New York: 
Oxford Univers i ty Press. 1972. $15.00. 

A l t h o u g h the a u t h o r professes to be w r i t i n g p r i m a r i l y biography, this is a distin­
guished crit ical s tudy a n d t h e mos t c o m p r e h e n s i v e ever wr i t ten on Eugene O'Neill , 
embrac ing all t he unproduced a n d even u n p u b l i s h e d ear ly plays tha t are ex tan t . Of 
par t i cu la r in teres t is his discussion of t h e e x p e r i m e n t a l plays wri t ten between 1921 and 
1926, wh ich inc lude The Hairy Ape, Desire Under the Elms, The Great God Brown 
and Strange Interlude. In 1929 O 'Ne i l l r e n o u n c e d t h e Art T h e a t e r principles which 
p r o m p t e d such e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n a n d , as Boga rd effectively demonstrates , moved steadily 
toward his last a n d greates t plays, The Iceman Cometh and Long Day's Journey Into 
Night. 

Universi ty of O k l a h o m a Bruce Granger 

M E R C H A N T C O N G R E S S M A N I N T H E Y O U N G R E P U B L I C : Samuel Smith of 
Maryland, 1752-1839. By F r a n k A. Cassell. Mad i son : Universi ty of Wisconsin Press. 
1971. $15.00. 

Cass ell's t h o r o u g h l y researched b i o g r a p h y of Samuel Smith, Bal t imore merchant 
pr ince, Revo lu t i ona ry W a r h e r o , a n d maver ick Jeffersonian who du r ing his forty con­
secutive years in Congress c h a m p i o n e d m e r c a n t i l e interests , mi l i tary preparedness, a 
nat iona l b a n k a n d federal ly f inanced i n t e r n a l i m p r o v e m e n t s underl ines the short­
comings of s impl is t ic approaches—such as t h e B e a r d i a n agrar ian versus commercial 
dichotomy—to early Amer ican po l i t i ca l a l i g n m e n t s . 

J B 

T H E P R O G R E S S I V E E R A I N M I N N E S O T A , 1899-1918. By Carl H. Chrislock. St. 
Pau l : Minneso ta Historical Society. 1971. 

T h e thesis of this h igh ly c o m p e t e n t s t u d y is t h a t "Minneso ta progressivism was no 
more successful t h a n its n a t i o n a l c o u n t e r p a r t in ove rcoming inner tensions or develop­
ing a sure sense of d i rec t ion . " (viii) 

R W S 

A R T I C L E S I N A M E R I C A N S T U D I E S , 1954-1968: A C u m u l a t i o n of the Annua l Bibli­
ographies f rom American Quarterly. E d i t e d by Hennig Cohen. Ann Arbor : T h e 
P ie r ian Press. 1972. 2 vols., $24.00. 

No two peop le in o u r field seem to ag ree a b o u t t he w o r t h of the American Quarterly 
bibliographies. Some dis l ike the categories ( "Amer ican Studies is supposed to break 
t h r o u g h categories, not re inforce t h e m " ; " H o w can we inventory all the disciplines 
which deal w i t h the U n i t e d States?"); some b e m o a n t h e omissions and exclusions (this 
often means , " T h e y missed t h r e e o u t of four of m y articles"). Perhaps it's fair to say 
that A(Ts lists have the i r l im i t a t i ons , but t ha t , given t h e structural peculiarities of our 
field, AQ's " p r i n c i p a l ed i to r i a l c r i t e r ion for l i s t ing" would have to be something as 
a r b i t r a r y ' a s " t h e ex ten t to w h i c h . . . [an art icle] manifests a re la t ionship between two 
or m o r e aspects of Amer i can Civ i l iza t ion ." T h a t ' s t h e old interdiscipl inary test, am­
biguous , unsat isfactory a n d t o u g h to a p p l y w i t h fairness. Moreover, the really inter­
d isc ip l inary ar t ic le is h a r d to categorize, a n d often e ludes the American Quarterly cross 
reference l ist ings. T h e i n d i v i d u a l b i b l i o g r a p h e r s , work ing unde r Donald Koster, ob­
viously influenced the selection a c c o r d i n g to the i r interests and thei r conceptions of 
Amer ican Studies; tha t ' s n e i t h e r a v i r t u e n o r a fa i l ing. My impulse is to repea t the 
j u d g m e n t s of friends, some of w h o m , c o m i n g to th is resource for guidance, praise i t and 
l amen t its decreased scope ( s t a r t ing n e x t year, AQ wi l l cut the brief comments wh ich 
accompany the i tems), wh i l e o the r s g rouse a b o u t its p e r h a p s inevitable l imitat ions. T h e 
collected ed i t ion has indices, w h i c h s h o u l d be useful . 

SGL 

C H A M P I O N OF S O U T H E R N F E D E R A L I S M : R o b e r t Goodloe H a r p e r of South 
Caro l ina . By Joseph W . Cox. K e n n i k a t Press. 1972. $12.50. 

W h i l e Cox's a r g u m e n t t h a t H a r p e r shif ted f r o m a relatively modera te a n d non-
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