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Why Should You Care? 

• Can’t own your own work 

• Can’t have access to the literature 

• Can enjoy open access advantages 



Copyright is A Bundle of Rights 

6 

Rights are held by the OWNER of the work (not necessarily the 
creator/author).  Owners may: 
 

•Reproduce - make copies of their works publicly or privately. 

•Adapt - prepare additional works derived from their copyrighted 
work, (aka, derivative works). 

•Distribute - Disseminate copies of their works, to the public by sale 
or other transfer of ownership, or by rental, lease, lending.  

•Perform - Perform their work publicly (at location open to the 
public or to persons other than close family and social 
acquaintances). 

•Display - Display their work publicly (applies to all works except 
sound recordings and architectural works). 

 
From, Section 106 of 1976 Copyright Act and see, http://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ1.pdf  

http://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ1.pdf
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How Big is the Access Problem?  
An Experiment for EEB Scholarship 

• Michael J. Farabee, Edith L. Taylor, Thomas N. Taylor, Correlation of permian and triassic palynomorph 
assemblages from the central Transantarctic Mountains, Antarctica, Review of Palaeobotany and Palynology, 
65:257-265. 

• Claire Horner-Devine, M., Leibold, M. A., Smith, V. H., Bohannan, B. J. M. 2003. Bacterial diversity patterns 
along a gradient of primary productivity. Ecology Letters 6:613-622. 

• Rafe M. Brown, Jimmy A. McGuire and Arvin C. Diesmos. 2000. Status of some Philippine frogs referred to Rana 
everetti (Anura: Ranidae), description of a new species, and resurrection of Rana igorota Taylor 1922. 
Herpetologica 56:81-104. 

• Billings, S. A. 2008. Biogeochemistry: Nitrous oxide in flux. Nature 456:888-889. 

• Harald Schneider, Alan R. Smith, Raymond Cranfill, Terri J. Hildebrand, Christopher H. Haufler, Tom A. Ranker. 
2004. Unraveling the phylogeny of polygrammoid ferns (Polypodiaceae and Grammitidaceae): exploring aspects 
of the diversification of epiphytic plants. Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution 31:1041-1063.  

• Neal Woodman, Robert M. Timm, Norman A. Slade and Terry J. Doonan. 1996. Comparison of traps and baits 
for censusing small mammals in Neotropical lowlands. Journal of Mammalogy 77:274-281.  

• Leonard Krishtalka and Philip S. Humphrey. 2000. Can natural history museums capture the future? BioScience 
50:611–617. 

• Bryan L. Foster, Timothy L. Dickson. 2004. Grassland diversity and productivity: The interplay of resource 
availability and propagule pools. Ecology 85:1541-1547. 

• Paul O. Lewis, Mark T. Holder, and Kent E. Holsinger. 2005. Polytomies and Bayesian phylogenetic inference. 
Systematic Biology 54:241-253. 

• Lena C. Hileman, Jens F. Sundstrom, Amy Litt, Meiqin Chen, Takudzwa Shumba, and Vivian F. Irish. 2006. 
Molecular and phylogenetic analyses of the MADS-box gene family in tomato. Molecular Biology and Evolution 
23:2245-2258. 

 

http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublication?journalCode=herpetologica


Percent Success 
Note that: 
- only 2 colleagues achieve  
    100% success 
- no US colleague had 100%  
    success 
- access can be quite  
    unsatisfactory, even in the  
    US 



How Available are Different Journals? 
i.e., percent success of colleagues in accessing papers 

Journal 
Success  

rate 

Systematic Biology 91.18 
Molecular Biology and Evolution 91.18 
Ecology 73.53 
Nature 70.59 
Ecology Letters 64.71 
BioScience 64.71 
Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution 55.88 
Journal of Mammalogy 44.12 
Review of Palaeobotany and Palynology 41.18 
Herpetologica 41.18 
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ATP Opinion 

Academic publishing has been 
“bought out” by an opportunistic 
commercial publishing world, and 

is fast becoming inaccessible to the 
academic community, and 

particularly to the global scholarly 
community. 



What Can You Do? 

• Select journals for publication at least partly 
with an eye to open access considerations 

• Read copyright transfer agreements carefully 
and negotiate to retain as much of your rights 
as you can 

• Participate (with your KU faculty colleagues) in 
KU’s faculty open access program 

• Step up to the plate and develop a KU student 
open access program? 



More What You Can Do… 

• Sign the Right to Research statement, 
http://www.righttoresearch.org/act/individual.shtml    

• Start a student group: 
http://www.righttoresearch.org/act/organizations/in
dex.shtml   

• They can join the coalition:  
http://www.righttoresearch.org/act/join/index.shtml   

• Become the first graduate student body (in US) to 
pass an OA resolution! 
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