Snakes of Kansas
by

Edwin B, Branson.

Introduction.

The original intention of the author was to include in this
paper only snales that he knew occured in Kansas, but he has found it
desirable to add desoriptions of others that have been reported from
the State,bet the ooccurrence of which appears doubtful. He has also in
cluded descriptions of species that may rcasonably be expected to occur
in the State because they are found elose to its boundaries,

The first 1ist of Kansas spnakes was published by Annie F, lloz-
gﬁy in 1878, This list included only those species preserved in the
museun of Kensas University. It gave thirty-two species and two sub-
species, but the writer has had access to the material uscd by l'ies
70zAlY and finds only twenty-three velid species and four valid sub-
species, “%se a sirtalis, . saurita, E. parietalis{ L. merciana, i.
proxime and one unidentified species of garter encke are listed by liss

Moz\ﬂ? but the writer has failed to find Lutaeina maercisna and Lhﬁa!ﬂi?"'

saurita in the collectione. liozley's X, sirtalis, . sirtelis dorsalis

e

and E. parletalis belong to the species sirtalis, The corrected list

of garter snakes contains four species I, sirtalis, 7, radix, 7, proxzi-
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ma and E, elegans. Moz\ley's‘Hbjprodon gognatus and Heterodon atmodecs
are now included under Heterodon platyrhinue. Moz{ley's Ophibolus

eximinis, Ophibolus gent‘lis and two unidentified species belong to one

species Cphibolus doliatus. Bascanldgb-glgvivenygis, @gggadﬁn foxi end

B, constrictor are synonymous and are now called Zemenis constrictor,
Heterodon simus listed by Kozefly proved to be L, nasicus,

In 1880 B.P., Cragin published & list of Kansas snakes. The
1ist ineludes thirty-two species, but the writer after having examined
all of the i-portent colleetions of snakes in the State has failed
to find the following species and sub-species given in the 1ist: Heter-
odon simus, Futaenia marciana, Zutaenia saurita, Coluber gggiyyigi_
Coluber vulpin{s, Biedephés—arayi, Tropidongtus sipedon erythrogsster
Disdophis amabilis and Diadophis arnyi. Heterodocn simus, Futzenia_

 mereians and Eutaenia ssurita are listed prineipelly on the authority

of EOZ\#&. As Cragin's list is a compilation not werificd by himself
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T shall nced further cvidenee before including the eight species giv-
en above as Kansas snakes,

In 8his paper all species that have been reported from Xans-
a8 arc described, but those that the writer has not med—with during
his investigations are merked doubtful. The writer has examined the
collections 2t the State University, State House, Washburn College,
Ottawa Universitﬁ, State llormal Tchool, State Zgricultural College and
several high schools in the State, is perfectly familiar with the local
fauna of Brown and Republic Counties, has collected in the central
eastern, southern and western parts of the State and believes that 1T
he has not met with any specimens of a species there are gocd grounds
for believeing that that species is not found in Tansas. Iwenty-nine
species and thirteen sub-species are listed in this paper. The local-
ities where speccimens have bcen captured are given with descriptions,

The nomenclature used by Cope in his "Croebdiliems, Zirords
and SnaXkes" (1900) has been used in this work excepting where changc
seemed absolutely necessary. In such cascs the nomenclature employed
by Brown (2, 19C1) is used. The synonynlc lists arc teken frof&ﬁorks
ebove mentioned. The common names used are those given ) Yerrow in
his "Check List Reptilis and Lbatrachia"

The descriptions given in this paper are for the most pert
based upon living specimenss TVhere thic ie not the case it ie notcd
in the description. 4lcohol end formelin do not preserve colors, So ¥
that descriptions of preserved specimcns are not cntirely catisiectory
Ridgeway's "Fomenclature of Colors™ has tec:n used as 2 gulde in deter-
~ining colors. The drawings are nearly 81l originel, having made by #h
the author, A11 borrowcd drawings are teken from Cope's "Crocédilians,
Iizards snd Snakes”,

Cnly four species of venomous snekes arc Inown to occur in

Kansas, but I think it quite probsble that one other species, the wat-
er moccesin, occurs in the south-eastern part of the State. The poi-
sonous snekes are the timber rettlesnake (Crotalus horridus), the peei-
rie rattlesnake (Sistrurus catchatus) , the massgaga, (Crotalus con-
fluentis) and the copperhced, (Ancistrodon contortrix), Rattlesnakes
ere casily Gistinguished from harmless snakes by their rattle. A1l of
the poisonous snskes found in Kansas have o decep pit Detween the cye e
and the nostril, crectile poicon fongs in the antcrior

pert of the ug-

FY
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upper Jaw, and the puril c¢f the eye shaped like a double convex lconse

Little is known concerning the habits of snakes,

more negative than affirmative facts are at hand
ular beliefs concerning sneslkes are untrue,. The
no indication of the age of rattlesnakes, It is
snekes swallow thelr young. Snakes do not moult
The bredth of snakes is not poisonous. Ilany of

ous snakes are harmless., (See list of poisonous

ag far as known are given with the desecriptions of the species,

Perhaps

for almost all pop-

number of rattles is

probably untrue thgt

every time they eat.

the 8o celled pdison-

snakes above)

Habits
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