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Snakes of Kansas 
"by-

Edwin B. Branson. 

Introduction. 
The original intention of the author was to include in this 

paper only snakes that he knew oecured in Kansas, hut he has found it 
desirable to add descriptions of others that have been reported from 
the Stateje**- the occurrence of which appears doubtful. He has also in 
eluded descriptions of species that may reasonably be expected to occur 
in the State because they are found close to its boundaries* 

The first list of Kansas snakes was published by Annie E. Moz-
in 1878. This list included only those species preserved in the 

museum of Kansas University, It gave thirty-two species and two sub­
species, but the writer has had access to the material used by !:iss 
M o z è ^ and finds only twenty-three valid species and four valid sub-
species. Bjtaenia flrtalls. E. saurJLfc&. 2. parietal is. ¿, marciana. ¿. 
próxima and one unidentified species of garter snake are listed by Hiss 
I.ioẑ ]̂  but the writer has failed to find Kutaeina marciana and :/•*(•!..,1̂ ' 
saurita in the collections. I¿ozley's S. s ir tal is. l[. s ir tal is dor s al i s 
and JE, parletalls belong to the species sirtalis. The corrected list 
of garter snakes contains four species sir tal is. 3. radix, próxi­
ma and E_. elegans. Moz^lev's jjeterodon cogna tus and Heterodon atmodes 
are now included under Heterodon platyrhlnus. Moz^ley's Ophlbolus 
eximlnisf Ophlbolus gentille and two unidentified species belong to one 
species Ophlbolus doliatus. BascanioSs- flaviventrls. Bascare» ?oxi and 
B, constrictor are synonymous and are now called JSamenis jLonstrJLçtj^ 
fie tar o don simus listed by MozegLy proved to be H, jmsJLçjiÉU 

In 1880 B.y, Cragin published a list of Kansas snakes. The 
list includes thirty-two species, but the writer after having examined 
all of the i-portant collections of snakes in the State has failed 
to find the following species and sub-species given in the H o t , Jteter-
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pdon s ignis. Eutaenia marciana, Butaenla saurita, Coluber conf I^ÎPJ. 
Coluber vulpinas, DiadopMo arayi, Tropidonqtus sipedon .pry^r^gster 
Diadophis amabilis and Diadophis arnyi. Heterodon s tous. Sutaenia^ 
marciana and Eutaenia saurita are listed principally on the authority 
of }.:oz*J$. As Cragin's list is a compilation not verified "by himself 



I shall need further evidence before including the eight species giw-

en above as Kansas snakes. 
In ihis paper all species that have been reported from Eans-
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as are described, but those that the writer has not mot %±th during 
his investigations are marked doubtful. The writer has examined the 
collections at the State University, State Eouae, 'Vashburn College, 
Ottawa University, State normal School, State agricultural College and 
several high schools in the State, is perfectly familiar with the local 
fauna of Brown and Republic Counties, has collected in the central 
eastern, southern and weètern parts of the State and believes that if 
he has not met with any specimens of a species there are gocd grounds 
for believeing that that species is not found in Kansas. Twenty-nine 
species and thirteen sub-species are listed in this paper. The local­
ities where specimens have boon captured are given with descriptions. 

The nomenclature used by Cope in his "Crootid iliotttc, lir.ards 
and Snakes" (1900) has been used in this work excepting where change 
seemed absolutely necessary. In such casec the nomenclature employed 
by Brown (2, 1901) is used. The synonymic lists arc taken fro. .̂ worlic 
above mentioned. The common names used are those given ">j Yarrow in 
his "Check List Beptilia and Batrachia" 

The descriptions given in this paper are for the most part 
based upon living specimens^ 7/here this is not the case it is noted 
in the description. Alcohol and formalin do not preserve colors, so^r 
that descriptions of preserved specimens are not entirely satisfactory 
Ridgeway's "nomenclature of Colors" has teen used as a guide in deter­
mining colors. The drawings are nearly all original, having made by 4* 
the a u t h o r , b o r r o w e d drawings are taken from Cope's "CrocAdilians, 
lizards and Snakes". 

Only four species of venomous snakes arc loi own to occur in 
Kansas, but I think it quite probable that one other species, the wat­
er moccasin, occurs in the south-eastern part of the State. The poi­
sonous snakes are the timber rattlesnake (Crotalus horridus), the paai-
rie rattlesnake ( Sistrurus catehatus ) , the massajlga, ( Crotalus jcon-
fluentisj, and the copperhead, (Ancistrodon contortrix). Rattlesnakes 
are easily distinguished from harmless snakes by their rattle. All of 
the poisonous snokes found in Kansas have a deep pit between the eye -*r 
and the nostril, erectile poison fangs in the anterior part of the up-
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upper jaw, and the pupil cf the eye shaped like a double convex lonse 
Little is loi own concerning the habits of snakes. Perhaps 

more negative than affirmative facts are at hand for almost all pop­
ular beliefs concerning snakes are untrue. The number of rattles is 
no indication of the age of rattlesnakes. It is probably untrue that 
snakes swallow their young. Snakes do not moult every time they eat. 
The breath of snakes is not poisonous. Llany of the so called poison­
ous snakes are harmless. (See list of poisonous snakes above) Habits 
as far as known are given with the descriptions of the species. 
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Glossary. 
Anal rlatc- The large scale in front of the anus in snakes . 
Anteorbital A A small plate which lies immediately in frent of th# «yo, 
Asygous.- Single. Hot one of a pair. 
Carinatod.- With a keol or sharp ridge. 
frontal.- The large plate on the top of the head betw#sa the supercil* 

iaries. 
Gastrosteges.* large plates along the belly, 
denials.- Large scales bejj.n̂  the mental. 
Infralabials.- Plates on the lower lip. 
Internasals.- Soales just behind the rostral. 
Keel.* A ridge along a scale. 
Labials,- Plates on the lips. 
Loral.- See loreal. 
Loreal.- Theto plate occupying the space between the nasals and the pro-

oculars. 
Maculate,-Spotted. T-J^ fl D ..¿,0 
Occipitale.- Plates behind the" frontal rnfl suporciliaries. 
iarietals,- Sec occipitals. 
Postgeniala.- Posterior pair of menials. 
Postooulars.- Plates bounding the orbit behind. 
Prefrontal.* Plates just in front of the frontale. 
Pregenials.* Anterior pair of genials. 
Preocula*** Plates bounding the orbit in front. 
Rostral.* Plats at the tip of the snout 
Scute.* A scale. 
Superciliary.- The plates above the eyes. 
Supralabials.- Plates on the upper lip. 
Supraocular.- Same as supera11larles. 
Uroetega*,* Large plates on the lower surface of the tail. 


