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THE NATURE AND M ETHODS OR 
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CHAPTER I .  

THE SOCIAL EA TURE AED PURPOSE OF THE STUDY. 

IHTRODUCTIOEprobably the most frequently used words 

in educational l i terature and language today are social ,  

social ized and socialization. "Social" characterizes all  

the services which educators and society believe society 

should receive from the public school,  not because i t  is 

apart from society but because i t  is a part  of i t .  "So­

cialized" indicates the nature of the methods, discipline 

and studies used by those schools attempting to render 

social services,  while "socialization" characterizes 

that state the socialized school reaches when i ts  services 

are of maximum worth to society. Heedless to say, social­

ization has not yet been standardized. I t  is  generally 

agreed, however,  that the school should develop not only 

the mentali ty of the student bat should develop also those 

traits of character,  those qualit ies of leadership and 

those social,  aesthetic and religious sentiments most valued 



2 .  

by the large social group in the outside world of which 

the student will  sooner or later become a member. 

ADVANCES I N SOCIALIZATION.- In order to satisfy the 

growing demand that the school meet more definitely the 

needs of society, new methods of instruction such as 

supervised study and socially organized classes have been 

introduced. In discipline the old autocratic regime of 

teacher government has been replaced by varying democratic 

forms of student self-government,  perhaps the greatest 

advance, certainly the greatest Innovation, toward social­

ization, has been made in the introduction of new studies 

to take their place in the curriculum along side the cen­

turies old courses of Latin, Mathematics and Literature. 

Studies of society i teelf,  of scientif ic progress,  of 

commercial l ife,  of business itself,  are now accepted sub­

jects for school study. Socialization has gone further.  

Definite training for special f ields of industry and bus­

iness have been given places of honor with those studies 

so long considered indispensable to a true education. 

The advance of the idea that the school is  but one phase 

of l ife and of society, and cannot be separated from it ,  

has been steady. 
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TEACHERST  TRAINING COURSES.- Among the earl iest  at tempts 

at  socializat ion of studies in secondary schools was the 

introduction of courses to prepare students for teaching 

in rural communities.  The fact that rural school children 

were so retarded in school studies,  that they were discon­

tented with their environment and drifted by the thousands 

to the city,  aroused society. The blame was laid upon the 

nature of the rural school.  Educators attempted a reform 

and sought to improve the training of rural teachers.  High 

school training was required and later in addition to the 

prescribed high school studies,  certain professional studies 

were added and the Teachers Training Course was introduced 

into the high school.  These studies were not especially 

social since they were chiefly methods in teaching the 

three R's,  and management of schools upon orthodox plans. 

Reviews of the common branches added only to the teachers '  

s tock-in-trade. Eor the most part ,  this training applied 

equally well  to a town teacher.  The particular social 

needs of the rural school were not considered. Indeed 

social needs were not at  that period the concern of the 

public school.  

As there were no marked improvements in rural con­

ditions from teachers so trained, socialization in the 
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t raining of the rural teacher began with the introduction 

of studies which pertained to rural l ife • Agriculture 

was introduced, The coarse, to be sure, was chiefly des­

criptive with occasional experiments in window-box farming, 

later home economics, manual arts,  carpentry and similar 

socialized studies were introduced into these high school 

courses.  In recent years courses in rural problems and 

rural economics have been added in a few schools.  Today 

the socialization of this course . is  a problem of vital  

interest,  since the great majority of rural teachers in 

all  the states come from the high schools.  This study 

concerns i tself with certain phases of this problem. An 

inquiry into the social values of the present normal Train­

ing course of the high schools of Kansas seems to be in 

harmony with the progressive at ti tude of those educators 

who wish the school to serve efficiently the needs of the 

state.  

THE PURPOSE OR TnE STUDY.- The purpose of the study which 

follows is to measure in terms of responses to rural social 

needs, certain social values of the normal Training course 

of the high schools of Kansas. 
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