
Open Access

“Open access makes it possible 
for our work to be read by people 
independent of their university 
affiliation or the ability of a library 
to purchase access to increasingly-
expensive journals subscriptions. 
If our goals are to educate and to 
spread our ideas, we should be 
doing all we can to publish in ways 
that people in developing nations 
and outside academia can read. 
Supporting for-profit commercial 
presses that seek to limit access to 
our ideas works against those goals.
– Dr. Nancy Baym, KU professor 
   of communication studies ”

In 2009, KU became the first public 
university in the United States to 
adopt a faculty-initiated open access 
policy for faculty research published 
in peer-review journals. 

The policy was endorsed by KU 
Faculty Senate on April 30, 2009, 
and “asserts the rights of KU faculty 
to provide broad, free access to their 
journal publications to colleagues 
around the world.” 

For additional information about 
participating in the Open Access 
policy, visit openaccess.ku.edu. To 
view the faculty policy document, 
visit documents.ku.edu/policies/
governance/OpenAccess.htm. 

KU faculty can articulate their 
copyrights when their scholarly work 
is accepted for publication by retaining 
sufficient rights in their publication 
agreements. Once the necessary 
rights are retained, faculty members 
provide citation information and a 

copy of the publication to staff in 
the Center for Digital Scholarship. 
We then provide efficient and 
effective access to these publications 
by means of KU ScholarWorks 
(kuscholarworks.ku.edu), the 
university’s institutional repository.

Open Access questions? Contact:
KU Libraries’ Center for Digital Scholarship
785-864-0330 | libcds@ku.edu | cds.lib.ku.edu 

at the University of K ansas



Before you sign the publishing agreement: 
Advice and consultation 
about copyrights. 
We offer one-on-one, personalized 
consultation to KU faculty and 
researchers. E-mail a copy of 
the publication agreement to the
Scholarly Communications Program Head 
Ada Emmett at libcds@ku.edu 
to determine whether the agreement 
allows for open sharing or whether 
adjustments to the agreement might 
be considered. A good starting point 
for determining what rights are in the 
standard agreement for a given journal 
(as well as embargo information) is the 
SHERPA/RoMEO site: www.sherpa.
ac.uk/romeo. 

After publication: One-step 
submission of your work. 
E-mail the citation information, a copy 
of the work, and any embargo or special 
conditions information to libcds@
ku.edu. Our staff will upload your work 
to KU ScholarWorks on your behalf.

Making your previously 
published work more 
visible via KU ScholarWorks. 
We can also enter citation information 
for your prior publications into KU 
ScholarWorks; if open access rights 
were not retained, a link to the 
publisher version can be provided 
instead of full-text. Contact Emmett for 
more information.

Ongoing: Subject librarians 
and departmental 
liaisons for Open Access. 
We work with academic departments 
on an ongoing basis through their 
departmental liaisons, and through 
our subject librarians for those 
departments, to keep faculty apprised 
of new information, resources and tools 
available regarding Open Access at KU. 

KU ScholarWorks: 
beyond articles

KU ScholarWorks isn’t just for journal 
articles; for example, theses and 
dissertations for all KU students since 
2008 are published there. You may also 
consider submitting other scholarly and 
creative work, including:

For more information, contact the 
Center for Digital Scholarship 
(libcds@ku.edu or 785-864-0330) 
or visit cds.lib.ku.edu/programs/
scholarly-communication. 

open access
How KU Libraries’ Center for 
Digital Scholarship can help:

• Performances, interviews 
   and other audio and 
   visual recordings 

• Creative works

• Datasets 

• Technical reports 

• Monographs 

• Book chapters

Benefits of Open Access
Providing open access to your 
scholarly work benefits the community 
of researchers at KU, in your field 
and throughout the world by making 
that work more freely available. The 
benefits to scholars who offer open 
access to their research include:

•	 Federal Grant Compliance:                  
KU ScholarWorks helps meet 
dissemination guidelines specified 
by many federal grants. Visit the 
Support for Grant Applicants page 
(www2.ku.edu/~scholar/docs/
grantsupport.shtml) for more 
information.

•	 Increased visibility: KU ScholarWorks     
is searchable via search engines such 
as Google Scholar and offers much   
greater visibility than research 
databases. Your work becomes more 
visible to fellow researchers, funders, 
students and the world.

•	 Tracking the use and impact of 
your work: KU ScholarWorks 
tracks download statistics on each 
article, including the number of 
views, downloads and the location 
of readers by country. Overall 
statistics can be found at www2.
ku.edu/~scholar/docs/stats.shtml. 

•	 Preservation, stability and longevity:       
KU ScholarWorks provides long-
term preservation for your materials 
by managing backups and ensuring 
that your work remains accessible.
Every item in KU ScholarWorks has 
a permanent, citable URL that will 
not change. In addition, KU Libraries 
will provide lifecycle stewardship of 
your files into the future, ensuring 
that as technology and formats 
evolve, your work will remain 
accessible and usable.


