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Evaluation Criteria Handout

The criteria for evaluating information sources that we will use today are:

· Author – The author or creator of the information source.  Who are they?  What do they do for a living?  What, if any, are their credentials (ex. Ph.D.)?  What are their lived experiences?

· Audience – To whom the information source is directed.

· Purpose – Every information source serves a purpose.  Why was the source created?  What is the source intended to do?

· Relevance – The connection of the information source to the information need.  What do you need to know?  Does this information source answer your question?  Is the information source tightly connected to your information need or loosely connected?

· Date – When the information source was published.  For some information needs, the publication date does not matter.  For other information needs, the most recent information is the most valuable.
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