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Abstract:   Fade   to  Black   and  White,  Erica  Chito  Childs  
(2009)  builds  upon  previous  work  to  demonstrate  how  interracial  
representations   are   problematized   in   popular   culture  media.  

contends  that  interracial  representations  in  popular  culture  media  

empowers  whiteness;;   and   3)   perpetuates   racist   attitudes   and  

whether  race  matters.  Despite  the  book’s  shortcomings,  which  

Fade  to  Black  
and  White  
author   clearly   demonstrates   how   interracial   representations  
are   problematized,   and   readers  will   be   exposed   to   a   critical  

discourses  they  create.  
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Fade  to  Black  and  White,  Erica  Chito  Childs  (2009)  builds  
upon  previous  work  to  critically  address  how  interracial  intimacies  

many  ways,  Fade  to  Black  and  White  

ideas  that  construct  interracial  couples  and  the  processes  by  which  

methodology”  and  “[generalizing]  clearly  nonrepresentative  data”  
(p.  535).  These  same  limitations  are  present  in  Fade  to  Black  and  
White,  particularly  as  it  concerns  sample  selection  and  excluding  

interactionism,   intersectionality,   and   critical   race   theory,  

empower  whiteness;;  and  3)  perpetuate  racist  attitudes  and  practices  

matters.  Childs  argues  that  this  work  is  highly  important  because  
popular  culture  media  allows  viewers  to  “experience  how  interracial  
couples   are   understood   and   represented”   and   “examin[e]   the  

can  have   real   consequences   as   consumers   partake   in   interracial  
exchanges  without  being  active  participants.  Considering  that  social  
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groups,   particularly   those  who   are  white   (Bonilla-­Silva   2006),  
these  interracial  representations  may  be  the  only  interracial  contact  

this   sense,  Childs   demonstrates   that   popular   culture  media   can  
whitewash  race  relations  by  constructing  interracial  relationships  
as  problematic,  portraying  white  as  good  and  black  as  bad,  while  
simultaneously  perpetuating  and  denying  racism.  While  Fade  to  
Black   and  White  presents   a   theoretical   argument   that   is   highly  

literature.

selective  inclusion  can  more  readily  be  applied.  Selective  inclusion  

data  are  or  are  not  relevant,  or  may  include  or  exclude  certain  data  in  
order  to  support  the  conclusions  they  had  hoped  to  reach.  Selective  
inclusion  can  result  in  nonrepresentative  samples,  leading  to  data  
that  cannot  be  applied  to  the  population  as  a  whole.  Such  criticism  
could  have  been  avoided  had  Childs  simply  explained  the  sampling  

methodology  may  cause  readers  to  unnecessarily  discount  Childs’  
overall  analysis.  However,  considering  that  interracial  relationships  
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are  strongly  underrepresented  in  media  outlets,  the  sheer  number  

unaddressed  or  that  cannot  be  explained  by  the  author’s  theoretical  
argument.  

interracial  images  and  discourses  are  received  and  interpreted.  This  

have   agency   and   do   not   automatically   assume   passive   roles,  
uncritically   accepting  whatever   is   projected   onto   them.   Even  
Childs  acknowledges   this   as   she  writes,   “the  viewer  can  accept  
or  reject  the  dominant  ideology  that  is  produced”  (p.  4).  Despite  

generalized  conclusion  that  interracial  images  in  popular  culture  
maintain  the  status  quo  and  reproduce  racial  inequality.  Such  a  claim  
remains  empirically  unsubstantiated  without  demonstrating  how  
audiences  receive  and  respond  to  such  interracial  representations.

Fade  to  Black  and  White  as  a  must-­read.  Through  her  rich  analysis,  
Childs   demonstrates   how  popular   culture  media   problematizes  
interracial  representations  and  discusses  what  implications  this  has  

and  engaging,  and  readers  will  be  exposed  to  a  critical  perspective  

to  change  the  channel.
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