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INTRODUCTION. 

The "Waiidejlust"- a seeking for the horizon - has been 
a persistent characteristic of the advance guard of 
American pioneers. TheBe men have blazed the trail and 
closely following in their path have come the native 
and the foreigner, braving the hardships of the new 
country that they might secure a home. 

Prior to 1854, Kansas was a part of the "Great 
Plains" which the Government had set aside for Indian 

1 
reservations: The theory that the greater part of this 
territory was a desert, valuable only for the Indian and 
to serve as a barrier to hold back the extension of our 
population westward, and at the same time, to secure us 
from any foreign enemy on the west, had prevailed for 
half a century. 

However, the large foreign immigration into the Bast, 
the overcrowded industries and the consequent cheapening 
of labor in the North owing to the competition of slave 
labor, and the demand of the South for more slave territory 
so that they might hold the balance of power in Congress, 

$ 

brought a clamor that the Indian give way to the white lan." 
Kansas lay just west of Missouri, which, by 1850, had 

II 



Ill 

increased tremendously in population.^ On account of its 
location, Kansas was the most convenient and desirable of 
the government lands for the further extension of settle
ment . 

A series of momentous events crowding on each other -
the trade with Santa Pe, the Mexican War, and the discovery 
of gold in California - opened up great highways across 
Kansas, and brought added facts to verify or disprove the 
theories of her resources and her desirableness as a place 
of habitation. Nor were these earlier facts often most 
flattering told as they were by men who had come from, and 
were seeking a far different kind of a country. Gradually, 
however, the stories told to the homeseekers by the 
merchant, soldier, traveler, and hunter of this vast area 
'rich in soil and vegetation, In mineral resource and 
animal life, in rolling prairie and wooded streams, in 
landscape which carries with it the impression that this is 
not really a new country but an old one, long since deserted 
by its inhabitants,' was responded to by a popular desire 
to go in and possess it. 

When Kansas was opened to settlement the immigrant 
came and kept coming in large numbers, until the increase 
and development of our State has far surpassed the most 
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extravagant vision of its founders. 
In this paper I shall endeavor to show, first, the 

causes of this marvelous increase of population and 
development, and second, the sources and general character
istics of the people who came. 

first,and foremost of the causes was the general 
physical environment which constitutes the great economic 
basis for the settlement of Kansas. Relative to and 
co-ordinate with this were several other causes which, in 
point of time, overlapped each other, but which I have 
chosen for study in the following order; 

2nd., Preterritorial causes such as trails, 
forts, missions, and trading posts. 

3rd*, The Kansas-Nebraska Bill, which made Kansas 
a territory and opened it for settlement. 

4th., The Free Homestead Act which went into 
force January 1st, 1863. 

5th., The Press, Railroad, and Real Estate 
Agency. 

Finally, in Part Two, I shall study the people v/ho 
came to Kansas with a view of finding out their nativity 
and their general characteristics. 
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P A R T O N E . 

THE CAUSES OP THE IMMIGRATION TO KANSAS. 



CHAPTER I. THE PHYSICAL EUVIROmJENT. 

Kansas is a prairie state located wholly within the 
Great Plain. The state is approximately 400 miles long 
from east to west, and 200 miles wide, containing 82,080 
square miles. The parallel of 400 which passes through 
Columbus, Ohio, and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, forms its 
northern boundary. The southern boundary line is 37°, 
which is the latitude of Southern Kentucky and Virginia. 

Kansas is a state of great extent and various climate. 
In the latitude of Kansas the rays of the sun fall upon 
the earth at a high angle more than half the year. The 
lack of rainfall, the absence of mountains and large forests 
all have their corresponding effects on the climate. 
Extremes of heat and cold occur, but as a rule the winters 
are dry and mild while the summer heat is tempered by the 
wind. The mean annual temperature at Port Riley for 23 

7 
years ending December 1874, was 53°. The highest tem
perature there during the same period was 98° and the lowest 
was -120.^ 

Kansas is often called "Sunny Kansas." The atmosphere 
is clear and healthful. The winds, though often disagree
able, are on the whole desirable both for the healthy 
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agitation of the atmosphere and as a motor force in 
turning wind wheels. 

The rainfall of Kansas was formerly supposed to he 
insufficient for the raising of crops in all hut the 
eastern part of the state. According to the early 
statistics the amount of rainfall divided the state into 

1 
three distinct rain belts; first, east of a line drawn 
southward from Port Riley having a rainfall of thirty 
inches and over; second, west to the 100th meridian with 
a general rainfall of from 20 to 30 inches; third, the 
portion of Kansas west of the 100th meridian with an annual 
rainfall of less than 20 inches. (See map flol,). As 
Kansas became more settled the amount of rainfall increased 
Less rain was needed as the country was broken up, because 
the ground could absorb the rain as it fell. Prom the 
eastern belt the population gradually moved westward until 
by 1890 many thousand acres were being cultivated even in 
the western rain belt. (See maps\|p$0~$jl • 

On the whole Kansas is well watered. The underflow 
being sufficiently near the surface to be available for 
use in nearly all localities." Springs are abundant and as 
the country has been settled up a decided increase in 
number has been noticed. 



3 

Kansas has an undulating, though often broken 
plain, gently sloping from west to east at an average of 
about seven feet per mile. There is also an inclination 
from north to south as indicated by the course of the 
rivers which flow southerly as well as easterly, but 
never northerly or westerly except for short distances 
from local causes. The mouth of the Kansas River as the 
east line of the state is about 750 feet above sea level; 
the average altitude of the western boundary is about 
3500 feet. The highest point in the state is less than 
4,000 feet. The broad prairie surface is diversified by 

13 

an endless succession of valleys and woodland. The great 
north central valley is traversed by the Kansas or Kaw 
River, which, inclusive of the Smoky Hill branch, extends 
the entire length of the state. Lateral valleys on the 
north are formed by the Saline, Solomon, Republican, and 
Blue Rivers, and other small streams. The area drained by 
the Kaw River system is estimated at 34,526 square miles./ 
Another broad valley is formed in the southern half of the 
state by the Arkansas, with lateral valleys on the north, 
traversed by the Walnut, Little Arkansas, Pawnee Pork, and 
other streams. The Arkansas River system drains about 
two-thirds of the southern half of the state. The south-
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eastern portion of Kansas contains the important Neosho 
Valley and the smaller valleys of the Osage and Verdigris. 
In the extreme southwestern part of the state and along 
the southern "boundary is the valley of the Cimmaron. 
Numerous small affluents of the Missouri River enrich and 
diversify the northeast quarter of the state. 

The streams of Kansas are usually fed "by perennial 
springs and as a rule the eastern and middle portions of 
the state are well watered. The western portion is more 
elevated and springs and streams are less abundant. 

The large streams were of economic importance in that 
they offered a cheap and convenient source of power for 
that class of industries which does not need the use of 
heat. According to the report of the Ninth Census, there 
were 62 wheels in Kansas furnishing power for flour and 
grist mills, and for the saw mills scattered over the 
eastern part of the state. The water wheels multiplied 
rapidly and until after the railroads opened up the coal 
fields. In 1875 there were 105 wheels. By 1881 the wotal 
number of water power wheels in the state were given at 

/6 • 
150, 110 of which were used for flouring purposes. 

The bottom lands, which comprise about 15^ of the 
state, were of the richest soil and were usually the first 
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to be taken by the early settlers for their homes. 
The soil of the state varies from the black sandy 

loam of the river bottoms to the clay,gumbo,hardpan, and 
gravel of the upland. The soil varies in color and rich
ness in the various parts of the state, but the color is 
not necessarily a criterion of its productiveness. The 
soil of central and western Kansas, though light colored, 
and formerly thought to be unfertile, even if rainfall was 
abundant, has proved to be the most productive in later 
years in the raising of wheat, corn, oats, barley and 
alfalfa. (See map$|oS(Ĥ Jt 

Not all of the state is fertile, but a study of the 
Census and Agricultural Reports show the termendous 
increase of cultivated land to have risen from 372,835 
acres in 1860 to 15,929,654 acres in 1890. (See charts|f<$jf). 

Kansas contains no mountains. In fact, mountain 
forming disturbances did not seem to affect directly the 
state at any geologic period. The surface emerged gradually 
from the mid-continent sea which covered that part of the 
earth's surface in earlier times. There are even few high 
hills. The land lays in long wave like swells, one 
receding on another as far as the eye can see. The sand hills 
and vegetation of the southwestern counties point to the 
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IL 
more recent retirement of the sea from that quarter. 

while Kansas has been characterized as a treeless 
plain, the eastern part had a sufficiency of timber for 
practical purposes. Timber was found along the rivers, 
streams, and adjacent ravines. It is estimated that this 
timber covered 5^ of the whole area of the state. 

The principal trees were the oak, black walnut, 
cottonwood, hickory, and other timber which offered a 
comparatively cheap substitute for the more popular 
building lumber. The timber belts varying in width from 
two or three rods to as many miles, so cut the prairies 
in every direction that few farms on the eastern part of 
the state were more than one or two miles from timber. 
The report of manufacturing establishments in Kansas in 
1870 shows that 124 of the 209 establishments were 
engaged in the manufacturing of native trees into lumber 
and shingles.'7 

The early settlers found the eastern part of the 
state covered with tall blue-stem grass. In the central 
rain belt the blue-stem grass shaded off into the Buffalo 
grass, while many portions of the western part of the state 
were almost destitute of vegetation except in the valleys. 
As the country became more settled the Buffalo grass was 
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supplanted by the blue-stem grass, which furnished the 
greater part of the forage for the stock of the settlers. 
The great plains furnished pasture land for large herds 
of horses, cattle, and sheep, and stock raising was one 
of the largest industries of Western Kansas and the 

) hillier part of Central Kansas. This industry continued 
to thrive until the ranges were fenced, when the farmer 
largely supplanted the cowboy and his herdB.7' 

Among the wild animals that contributed to the 
settlers welfare were the American Bison, or Buffalo, 
antelope, deer, wild turkey, prairie chicken, quail, 
beaver, and a few other small animals. But of all the 
wild animals the bison was the most valuable. In early 
days vast herds of these animals roamed over the central 
part of the state. Their flesh furnished the main article 
of food for the pioneer, while their hides were sold in 
eastern markets. Inman estimates that thirty million 
bison were killed in Kansas during this period. Later, 
when the bison had disappeared, the settlers gathered their 
bones and shipped them to the East for a fertilizer. "With 
this money the settler bought supplies which enabled him 
to stay on his claim and improve it. This traffic alone 
is estimated to have yielded a resourse to the settler of 
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Short tons Value 
Prior to 1880 3,000,000 #4,500,000 

1880 550,000 715,000 
1881 750,000 1,012,300 
1882 750,000 975,000 
1883 900,000 1,152,000 
1884 1,100,000 1,375,000 
1885 1,440,057 1,770,270 
1886 1,350,000 1,620,000 
1887 1,570,079 2,198,110 
1888 1,700,000 2,550,000 
1889 2,112,166 3,126,005 
1890 2.516,054 3,170,870 

17,738,356 $24,164,555 

more than two and one-half million dollars. 
Kansas is not lacking in mineral resources. Coal 

is abundant in the eastern part of the state. (See map 
The geological reports for Kansas show that coal is 

331 
found in paying quantities in at least fifteen counties. ̂  
The opening up of these coal fields furnish the greater 
part of the fuel supply for the railroads and greatly 
aided them in the development of the state. The coal is 
usually shallow and easily obtained. A few outcroppings 
appear in the north-central part of the state, in 
Cloud, Ottawa, and Elsworth county, though not a great deal 
has been found in paying quantities. The following shows 
the amount of coal mined in Kansas up to 1890, and its value; 
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Not only has coal furnished work to a large number 
of men but It has been a cheap source of fuel for the 
settlers, and has very materially aided in the manufacturing 
interests of the state. 

Located in the coal area is the oil and gas belt. The 
discovery of oil and gas was made in the early seventies, 
but its great development and use did not come until after 
1890. By 1890, however, no less than a dozen towns and 
cities were principally or wholly supplied with both light, 
and fuel for all domestic purposes, by the natural gas. 

The discovery of lead and zinc in Cherokee County in 
1876 was the cause of an immense boom in that county. It 
is estimated that in three months from the discovery of 
ore in a second locality there in 1877, not less than 
twelve or fifteen thousand people had camped on the grounds. 
The output from 1876 to 1890 has been very valuable, 
estimated at 112,180,240 dollars. A large portion of 
this money received has been immediately distributed 
throughout the nearby communities to those engaged in 
raising products for̂ tiie* home consumption. ' 

Salt is found in the central part of the state in a 
section 20 to 125 miles wide, extending nearly across the 
state from north to south. The principal salt plants are 
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located at Kingman, Hutchinson, Sterling, Lyons, Little 
River, and Kanapolis. As a large manufacturing industry 
it did not begin until 1888. Since then, however, the salt 
output has been nearly large enough to supply the trade 

VI . a west of the Mississippi Riverr (See map c\ ). 
Gypsum has been a source of large industry in Marshall, 

Dickinson, and Barber County. However, outside of the 
pSlante at Blue Rapids, Hope, and Medicine Lodge, the 
industry developed after 1890. (See mapl). 

Building stone is found in many parts of the state 
and was a very great factor in taking the place of lumber 
for the early settlers. The limestone found in Marlon, 
Chase, Clay, Riley, Pottawatomie, Allen, and Cherokee 
County have been used extensively by the railroads and in 
public buildings. 

These,in brief,are the main mineral resources that 
have contributed to the welfare of the settlers of Kansas. 
In the developing of these resources a larger demand has 
been created for home consumption of fmftm products. 

On the whole, however, Kansas is an agricultural 
state, and the immense development of the agricultural 
resources has given the state the name of "The Garden 
Spot of the West." The leading crops are corn, wheat, oats, 
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potatoes, and hay. Corn and wheat are the leading crops, 
being cultivated in nearly all parts of the state and 

yield has far exceeded the needs of the state, and Kansas, 
through its excellent railroad facilities has been able 
to supply a large section of the manufacturing communi
ties of the East. 

Kansas, like all new states, presented many hardships 
and problems before a permanent settlement was obtained. 
The rigors of the climate, the sudden change of tempera
ture, these together with a lacfc of proper food and 
shelter, severely tried the early settlers, most of whom 
were accusomted to the environment of an old settled 
country. 

Drouths and hot winds, though the exception, were so 
dreaded and magnified, that the newcomer was often lead to 
believe that they were the general rule. The blizzard in 
winter, lasting from one to three days, was quite common, 
while the blizzards of 1863, 1866, 1873, and 1888 have 
become historical on account of their severeness. 

Of the insects that hampered the early settler, in 
many cases eating up all of his crops and compelling him 
to abandon his home, the Rocky Mountain locust,,or 

covering an Immense acreage. The total 
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"grasshopper" was the most noted. Their appearance In 
I860, 1874 and 1875, and In 1880, was accompanied with 
most disastrous results. 

On the whole, Kansas presented great economic 
opportunities for development, But the development of 
these resources, like those of the older states, demanded 
most careful attention and study. ̂ > 



CHAPTER II. TRAILS, PORTS, MISSIONS, AND TRADING POSTS. 

As a prelude to the opening of Kansas to settlement, 
the trails, forts, missions, and trading posts played 
an important part. They represented the rout$s and stopping 
places from which eminated the facts regarding the 
resources and the adaptability of Kansas for settlement. 

In point of time the trappers and fur traders were 
the first white inhabitants of Kansas. These men 
established their trading posts here and there along the 
principal streams. Often these trading posts were in
habited only for a month or two during the fur-collecting 
season. At other times they furnished shelter and 
safety for hunting and sightseeing parties who became 
acquainted with the locality for miles around. 

Soon came the missionaries of the various churches 
among the Indians, bringing with them the school and 
church. uThe great overland trade routes from Independence, 
Leavenworth, and Atchison, to New Mexico, Oregon, and 
later, Pikes Peak, opened up great highways across Kansas. 
The most noted of these great highways were the Santa Fe 
Trail, Oregon Trail, California Road, Leavenworth and Pikes 
Peak Trail, California Trail from Payetteville, Arkansas, 

-13-
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and Butterfield*s Overland Dispatch. (See map 5 ) . 

The Government, to protect the first invaders, and 
to secure the country to itself, planted several forts 
along the principal highways of travel until the 

V 
Territory was dotted with military stations." These forts 
furnished the favorite stopping places for traveler and 
merchant. Later the settlers sought these vicinities, 
protected as they were against the savage Indians. 

The missions were a great source of information as to 
the climate and productivity of their immediate vicinity 
in preterritorial times, and later formed the starting 
points for the white settlements. They were located 
generally in the eastern part of the state near the Kansas 
River, with the exception of Osage Mission which was in 
the southeastern part of the state on the Osage River. (See 
map ̂  ). 

As soon as the settlers came the forts furnished a 
market for them for many miles around, while often the 
work about the fort furnished an opportunity for labor 
a part of the year when they were not otherwise engaged 
with their crops. Of the early farts the most pro
minent were Port Leavenworth, Port Riley, Port Scott, Port 
Wallace, and Port Atkinson, Port Dodge, Port Lamed, Port 
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Zarafc, along the Santa Pe Trail. (See map 
The soldiers in their duties escorting and guarding 

the merchant trains, or on long scouting expeditions after 
the Indians, became acquainted with the richest and choicest 
localities in Kansas. Many of these soldiers, when their 
term of service was ended, settled in some favored spot and 
thus became the pioneer settler of the plains. 

The Santa Fe Trail was the most noted and no doubt 
the most traveled of these great highways, stretching as 
it did from Westport, Missouri, out across Kansas to 
Santa Fe, New Mexico. The first successful trip to Santa 
Fe was made in 1821. The gradual growth of the Santa Pe 
trade from 1822 to 1843 is almost marvelous when you con-

^843 the trade with Santa Pe almost died out on account of 
the difficulties with Mexico. However, after Kansas was 
opened to settlement it revived again and was very 
prosperous until the coming of the railroads. 

According to the record kept by Messrs. Hay & Company 
at Council Grove there v/ere engaged in the New Mexico 
trade from April 24th to October 1st, 1860, going west, 
3,519 men; 2,667 wagons; 478 horses; 5,819 mules; 22,738 
work oxen; carriages, 61; tons of freight, 6,819. The 

sider the obstacles and dangers. After 
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above includes only those engaged in the freighting busi-
ness and not travelers and sight-seers.' 

Speaking of the discovery of gold in California Hall-
oway says: "Port Leavenworth and St. Joseph were the prin
cipal joints at which the emigrants united in vast caravans, 
miles in length, bound for the land of wealth. In 1849, 
30,000; and 1860, 60,000 persons crossed the plains on 
their journey to the Golden Gate, the chief portion of 
which crossed the prairie of Kansas." 

Prior to the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Bill, 
making Kansas a territory, there were no civilized residents 
here except the soldiers sent to keep the Indian tribes in 
order; the missionaries, sent to convert them, and the 
hunters and traders soattered over the country and along the 
Santa Pe Trail. The whole white population did not exceed 
1,400. 

The old overland routes of trade and passenger trans
portation are the arteries today along which population is 
densest/1 These routtswere followed very closely by many 
of the railroads, as the Santa Pe Railroad and Union Pacific 
Railroad. The ox train and stage coach of former times is 
now supplanted by the locomotive and Pullman car. 



CHAPTER III. THE KANSAS-NEBRASKA BILL. 

The passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Bill made Kansas 
the central figure in a great conflict in which the con
tending parties were largely restricted to the immigrants 
from the various states of the union. The cause of the 
great immigration to Kansas was twofold; first, a desire 
for a home in this country of good soil and excellent 
climate; second, the desire to settle the country for or 
against slavery. 

The great political parties had failed to agree on 
slavery and, anxious to rid themselves of the long con
troversy, Congress referred it to the settlers of the newly 
created territory. The meaning of the Bill was clear, for 
it repealed the Act of 1820 and threw open a broad expanse 
of natural territory to the extension of slavery. Referring 
to the Territory Of Kansas it finally says: 

"The same is hereby erected into a temporary 
government by the name of the Territory of Kansas, and when 
admitted as a state or states, the said Territory or any 
portion of the same, shall be received into the Union with 
or without slavery, as their Constitution may prescribe at 
the time of their admission ) 4 } that the Consti-

-17-
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tution and all the laws of the United States which are 
not locally applicable, shall have the same force and 
effect within the said Territory of Kansas as elsewhere 
within the United States, except the Eighth Section of the 
Act preparatory to the admission of Missouri into the 
Union, approved March 6th, 1820. which, being inconsistent 
with the non-intervention by Congress with slavery in the 
States and Territories, as recognized by the legislature 
of 1850, commonly called the Compromise Measure, is hereby 
declared inoperative and void; it being the true intent 
and meaning of the Act not to legislate slavery into any 
Territory and State, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to 
leave the people thereof perfect freedom to form and 
regulate their domestic institutions in their own way, 
subject only to the Constitution of the United States; 
Provided, that nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to revise or put in force any law or regulation which may 
have existed prior to the 6th or March, 1820, either pro-
tecting, establishing, prohibiting, or abolishing slavery. 

The indignation of the Forth knew no bounds, the 
Territory thus wrongfully opened to slavery was yet to be 
settled before its final destiny was sealed. The North 
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was determined to accept the new doctrine of popular 
sovereignty as avowed in the Ac to, and, under the 
guaranty it gave, in place of the Compact it repudiated, 
to settle the Territory, and vote it free forever. Emi
grant Companies were formed in both North and South with 
the avowed purpose of aiding settlers to come to Kansas. 
The New England Emigrant Company was the most active at 

M 
the North, though several other Companies were formed.' Of 
the pro-slavery companies the Buford and Missouri "Secret 
Societies" were the most active. The settling of Kansas 
thus became the intensive question of the day. At first 
the response was quite general from both sections of the 
country, but gradually the immigrants from the North 

The Southerners thought by opening two territories 
for settlement that they would take Kansas and that Neb
raska would probably go to the North. With this in view 
a great influx of Missourians into Kansas occured imme
diately after the passage of the Territorial Act; indeed, 
prior to its final passage, the best of the land ceded by 
the Indian tribes to the Government had been spotted and 
marked for pre-emption by the residents of Missouri. These 
men, having homes in Missouri and squatter claims in Kansas, 

greatly exceeded those from the South. 
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promptly organized defensively against the possible 
encroachment of the expected and hated immigrants from 
the North. This manifest unfairness, together with the 
bloody warfare that followed made Kansas truly 'Bleeding 
Kansas" and was a great asset in the hands of the leaders 
of the northern immigrant companies in bringing people to 
Kansas. 

The first census, taken in the spring of 1855, showed 
that there were 8,601 people settled in the eastern part 
of the state. (See m a p ) . By 1860 the slavery question 
as a local issue was no longer at stake and the Territory 
came into the Union as a Free State. 

Blackmar says: "The first great movement toward the 
settling of Kansas was the great influx of two streams of 
people, one flowing from the North, headed from far off 
New England, the other coming from the Southern States 
headed from the confines of Georgia." Stirred by the 
extravagant stories of the resources and opportunities a*«L 
cyp̂ yr̂ ffiTrl'tfres--of the new country, and desiring to take 
part in the political conflict that was going on, many 
large companies came to Kansas during the territorial 
period. (See tables^). 

Between the rigors of the new country and the conflict 
that, was going on, the new settler did well to subsist. The 
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wonder ie that, with all their privations culminating with 
the great drouth of 1860, that any settler stayed in the 
state. In the six years prior to the breaking out of the 
civil war, however, settlements had been extended west
ward 150 miles from the eastern border. (See map 
The Census of 1860 showed a population of 107,206. 

The people during this period experienced great 
difficulties in arranging their social and political dif-
ferences, and many returned to their former homes or sought 
other fields. But eventually through the privation of 
settlement, the cruelties of strife and suffencing engend
ered by war, the people learned to know each other better, 
and through sympathy to harmonize their differences, joining 
in an enthusiastic whole to build up and make Kansas the 
banner state of the Union. 



CHAPTER IV. THE HOMESTEAD ACT. 

The blessings of peace fell on Kansas for the first 
time in her existence when the War of the Rebellion ended. 
Twelve years of constant danger amd struggle had trained 
the inhabitants in a manner peculiarly fitting for the 
founders of a new state. Forgetful of the old feuds, 
dangers and bloodshed, the combined efforts of the people 
were turned with irresistible force to the development of 
the resources of their chosen state. 

With the breaking out of the Rebellion the immigration 
to the state almost ceased. On the other hand, the large 
quota of soldiers furnished by Kansas to the cause of the 
Union, drained her of a goodly share of her able bodied 

However, a new source of stimulus for immigration 
came in the passage of the Free Homestead Act, which went 

50 
into effect on January 1st, 1863. This new law gave a 
title to a quarter section of land from the United States 
to any citizen who would settle on the land and live on 
it for five years. This law was still further modified 
to reward the soldier and sailor who had come to the n 
defense of his country, by allowing him, if honorably dis
charged, to subtract the time he had served from the five -22-
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years necessary for the pre-emption of a claim. Also, 
any foreigner who had served in the United States Army 
or Navy, or who had declared his intention to become a 
citizen of the United States, could take a claim in Kansas 
under the same conditions as any regular citizen of the 
United States. 

By January 1st, 1865, it was evident that the war 
would soon cease, and then the question arose with the 
soldiers as to what they should do.J^The army life of danger 
and hardships made them restless for new fields of adven
ture, and so the opportunity offered "by the Government 
fof a free homestead was eagerly seized* The soldier's 
camp life and hardships /tras) an excellent training for the 
frontier life in Kansas, and thither they came in large 
numbers. An enumeration of the soldiers who came to Kansas 
was not taken prior to 1890. The Eleventh United States 
Census showed that there was then in Kansas 50,627 old 
soldiers and the widows of 5,030 others. 

The free homes were attractive to a large number of 
factory and other classes of laboring men of botch North 
and South. During the Rebellion the main manufacturing 
business, in fact nearly all classes of labor were engaged 
in furnishing supplies for the army. The war having ceased, 
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great numbers were thus thrown out of employment, and came 
west to take a homestead or engage In business, developing 
the resources of the new state. Great numbers of for
eigners from Northern Europe and Great Britian came to 
America during this period, owing to the hard times in 
Europe. Many of these took advantage of the Eree Homestead 
Act and sought a place of employment and a home in Kansas. 

The Eree Homesteads, th*£ gave an opportunity - the 
economic basis - for the development and rapid increase of 
our population. This was the most trying period of the 
new state. In 1865 the population had only increased to 
140,079 and the next ten years have been characterized as 
the experimental stage in Kansas. Nevertheless, artificial 
and natural factor^ vied with each other in pushing the 
state to the front, and although an occasional drouth 
appeared to check the rapid progress, it was only for a 
short time. 



CHAPTER V. THE PRESS, RAILROAD, AND REAL ESTATE AGENCY. 

These three great agencies, working in conjunction 
with each other, became the dominant forces in bringing 
people to Kansas after the rebellion. In a measure these 
were the advertising agencies reflecting the character of 
the new state and the leaders in charge. Nor, can the men 
who managed these forces, acting as an irresistable magnet, 
be accused of selfish motives. For it was these men, 
looking into the distance, that saw the possibilities 
of this garden spot of America. In point of time the press 
came first, soon followed by railroad promotion and the 
settling of the country, and through the whole period we 
find the Influence of speculator and real estate man. 

THE PRESS. 

The press has played a tremendous part in all affairs 
pertaining to Kansas and especially in drawing the immi-

6 b 
grants to its borders. D. W. Wilder says: "Kansas is the 
child of the newspapers. Before we had an influential 
press the editors, Horace Creeley, Joseph Medill, Charles 
A* Dana, Doctor Ray, Henry Ward Beecher, John Wentworth, 
Charles T. Congdon, William Cullen Bryant, Parke Godwin, 
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the aggressive Republican editors of the North, made our 
cause their own, fought for us, raised money for us, and 
sent us men, clothing and rifles." 

The first newspaper published in Kansas was the 
Kansas Weekly Herald at Leavenworth, Kansas, September 
15th, 1854. This was the first organ of the pro-slavery 
forces in Kansas. The second paper printed in Kansas was 
the Kansas pioneer, later changed to the Kansas Tribune, 
issued at Lawrence, Kansas, October 15th, 1854. The 
Tribune was widely known as the boldest Free State paper 
in the Territory.^ 

By the summer of 1855 there were six newspapers 
published in the Territory. Taking sides as they must, 
these newspapers kept the political situation boiling and 
informed the North and South of the bloody struggle that 
was going on in Kansas. True it was that many of their 
reports were biased and exaggerated, but each issue stirred 
more and more both sections of the country and brought 
great numbers of immigrants to the scene of action. By 
November 27th, 1858, there were 20 newspapers published 
in Kansas. (See map 

With the close of the war the press turned its 
attention to the railroad enterprises, the advertising of 
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the resources of the state, in fact everything that would 
entice immigrants to come and locate here. Hutchinson 
says: "Among the foremost and most important agencies 
contributing to the growth of Kansas, is its newspaper 
press } } I not alone in aiding the struggle for 
freedom during our early history, nor yet entirely dis
seminating information as to the soil, climate and pro
ductions of Kansas, have the newspapers helped our state 
to achieve its triumphant success. The press of this state 
has been first and foremost in promoting every effort for 
developing the best interests of the state. Gratuitous 
advertising has been given of improved machinery and of 
valuable stock. Whenever new and attractive fields of 
Immigration have been opened In remote counties, the press 
of the older settlements have been the first to herald the 
fact. The best methods of tilling the soil, of harvesting 
crops, and of caring for stock, are obtained from 
experiences of farmers and published by our sagacious 
newspapers, and a generous rivalry was maintained between 
farmers, neighborhoods, towns and counties, by the printed 

bJ 
reports of progress among all." ' 

The period from 1860 to 1875 was a period of uncertainty. 
to 

Kansas was then a grand experiment. War, drouths, and 
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grasshoppers had In turn tried the settlers, but through it 
h 

all the newspapers never lost heart or hope. ; They lauded 
the state at such periods more earnestly, if possible, than 
ever before. They exhorted the people to keep up courage, 
and confidently predicted an abundant harvest for the 
next season. And to their influence more than any other 
is due the fact that Kansas survived the drouth and 
especially the grasshopper invasion of 1874 with but 
little loss of population.^ 

As soon as the railroads began to come, the news
papers joined forces with them in one common cause, to 
people the state as rapidly as possible. Many of these 
papers were issued by private firms for gratuitous dis
tribution, and contained valuable information. Thirty-two 
of these real estate papers were published in Kansas in 
1870. 

In answer to the question why there were so many news
papers in Kansas, Ward Burlingame says: "The explanation 
is found in the fact that Kansas is in its formative 
state. Everything is growing, nothing completed. The map 
of a year ago is out of date today; towns, citi$es and 
villages are springing up on every hand; large bodies of 
land just vacated by worthless and semi-barbarious tribes 
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are yielding to the impress of settlement and civilization; 
immigrants from every state and of every nationality are 
flocking to our "borders; railways penetrate unpeopled 
regions, and from nothing, thriving communities are 
evolved "by their mysterious influence. 

"In securing these results the press is a powerful 
and active agent, hence new towns, new interests invoke 
their co-operation. Among the earliest of the pioneers 
is found the country editor - among the earliest of the 
local institutions the country press,expanding "beyond the 
necessities of the present, it builds upon the prospects 
of the future, and thus blending an individual with a 
patriotic purpose, it strives with admirable and ever 
restless zeal for the realization of those prospects 
through the development of its section." r 

In the great boom period of 1875 to 1890 the press, 
supported no doubt by real estate and railroad promoters, 
was one of tChe leading factors; in the westward movement 
of the population of the state. That the press was the 
leading factor is evident, for some counties in the western 
part of the state had as high as one press for each thirty 
inhabitants. (See mapaU^lSL) • 

John A. Martin, writing in 1885, says: "Kansas has 
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been in the advertising business for thirty years. With 
Kansas everything in the advertising line goes. Kansas 
for the three decades past has been the best advertised 
spot on the Continent. The border troubles, the Civil 
War, the Price and Quantrill raids, the drouths of 1860 
and 1874, the grasshopper invasion of the same years, 
John Brown, Jim Lane, Indian raids, the Benders, the 
Centennial Exposition, Prize Exhibits at horticultural 
shows, the railroads, our flambeaux clubs, the Modocs, 
Tom Anderson, our newspapers, cyclones, political and 
otherwise; the St. John-Legate-Clarkson controversy, 
Charley Jones' banner at Chicago, the Oklahoma Boomers, 
Prohibition, the new judicial districts, the New Orleans 
Exhibit - all these and a hundred other things have con
tributed their share toward advertising Kansas." 

The greater part of this advertising was done by 
private enterprises. In 1865 there arose a popular 
demand that the state itself go into the advertising 
business and help the newspapers. Governor Crawford in 
1868, in a message to the Legislature, says: "Kansas 
cannot afford to remain idle while other states are using 
every honorable means within their power to encourage 
immigrants to settle within their borders; the immigra-
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tion for 1867 was 50,000 and It should have been 100,000." 
The first appropriation made by the Kansas Legislature 

for aid in a publication to encourage immigration into the 
state was in 1871, when $2,500 was granted to C C Hutch
inson of Topeka. This money was spent in getting out a 
book of 287 pages, entitled "Resources of Kansas." 

In 1872 the Kansas State Agricultural Board was 
organized to meet the widespread and constantly increasing 
demand for more general and complete information, relating 
to Kansas, tha'i had been furnished by private enterprises. 
The Legislature granted large sums of money to aid in 
this undertaking. In order to place Kansas before the 
world in its true light, authentic information relating 
to the general advantages offered by the state were 
collected and furnished to the world. Immigration, the 
great desideratum which first prompted action, increased 
in importance as the carefully prepared facts were given 
to the public. The popular demand that the people of 
the older states and other countries be informed as to 
our capabilities and that, too, from a source having a 
standing necessary to give credence, was thus carried out 
by the state. 

By special direction of the Legislature of 1884, the 
State Board of Agriculture published and caused to be dis-
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tributed, 65,000 "Immigration Pamphlets" of 60 pages 
each, as follows: 20,000 in the German language, 15,000 
in Swedish, 10,000 in Danish, and the balance, 20,000 in 
the English language. Besides these, many other pub
lications of the state, such as the quarterly reports of 
the State Board of Agriculture, the weather bureau report, 
the labor reports, and the reports of the various state 
departments, had a significant value to those contemplating 
removal to a new country. 

In this connection, it seems best to mention the 
advertising of our state at the various state and national 
exhibitions. The Legislature of 1867 authorized a comm
ission and appropriated $2,500 for the purpose of representing 
Kansas at the Paris Exposition of that year. Por our Centen
nial Exposition of 1876 #30,000 of state funds was app
ropriated for the purpose of representing the state. The 
exhibits embraced farm and garden products, fruits, various 
manufactures, and specimens in the department of forestry, 
zoology, ornithology, entomology, and geology. These, with 
the good showing made in state and county fairs, were the 
sources of tremendous advertising through the press of our 
country. 

Such in brief, has been the work of the press to 
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encourage Immigration, fostered by etate and private 
enterprises. The tremendous growth of the press in 
Kansas is shown by the following figures collected from 
the United States Census Reports: 

The first settlers of Kansas were rich only in energy 
and ambition. The ambition of these early pioneers was to 
found homes for themselves, provide for their families, and 
then to aid in laying the foundation of a commonwealth that 
would insure them the comforts of peaceful homes and the 
institutions and advantages of the older settled states. 
The civic and commercial development were not overlooked 
and the people early saw that if Kansas would develop 
her great resources, and secure the population de-
sired, they must have a better means of transportation. Many 
schemes were proposed and finally in 1860 a convention was 

Newspapers Circulation 
1860 
1870 
1880 
1890 

27 
97 
347 
762 

1,565,540 
9,518,176 
22,098,076 
57,469,332 

RAILROADS 
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called at Topeka, Kansas, and plans were formed for the 
"building of railroads in the Territory. As an inducement 
to new railroad companies the United States Government 
voted alternate sections in large grants of land, extending 
from ten to twenty miles on each side of the proposed road. 
Besides the land given "by the National Government, the 
State of Kansas gave about 125,000 acres to each of four 

lb 
roads/ These land grants are of particular interest 
"because the railroads thus not only opened up the country 
"but those that were favored "became participants in the 
real estate business. This also gave them tremendous 
opportunity to direct and control the policy in the 
legislation of the stated These large land grants gave 
the railroad a double reason to push the settlement of 
the country; first, to settle the country and create traffic 
on their lines; and second, to dispose of their land. 

The Kansas Pacific was still further favored "by the 
United States selling them the larger part of the Delaware 
and Pottawatomie reservations at a very cheap price. The 
Kansas Oity, Port Scott & Gulf railroad gained control 
of the greater part of the tfc&̂ fc reservation in the eastern 
tier of counties. Many of the railroads were still further 
favored "by many of the counties or townships voting "bonds 
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while the Kansas Pacific and Central Branch Union Pacific 
received large subsidies from the national Government. 

The railroads who received aid through grants of land 
or the cheap Indian reservations were as follows; 

Indian 
Railroads Nat. Gov. State Reservations 
Kansas Pacific 3,000,000 758,966 ̂  
Central Branch U.P. 187,608 125,000 
A. T. & S. ?e 3,000,000 
M. K. & T. 48,000 130,176 
K.CPt Scott & Gulf --- 125,000 639,000 
L. L. & S. K, 775,000 125,000 
(The K.CS't Scott & Gulf received from other sources, 
19,000 acres). This makes a grand total of 8,832,750 
acres, or over one-sixth of the whole area of Kansas that 
passed into the control of the railroads.7^(See map )• 

In order to get the railroads finished in the time 
allotted hy the Government in the railroad grant, railroad 
"building in Kansas was pushed with great speed. The first 
railroad to he finished across the state was the Kansas 
Pacific, later the Union Pacific, which was "begun at 
Wyandotte and followed up the Kaw River and out on the 
Pacific trail and was completed to the western line of 
the state in 1868. The Central Branch Union Pacific started 
at Atchison, Kansas, and extended westward to Waterville, 
a distance of 100 miles, and was completed January 20th, 
1868. The Missouri, Kansas & Texas was "begun at Junction 
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City October 15th, 1867 and, extending down the lSTeosho 
Valley to the southern state line, was completed June 1st, 
1870. The Leavenworth, Lawrence & Southern Kansas Railroad 
was "begun at Lawrence in 1867 and completed to the southern 
state line in 1871. The Kansas City, Port Scott & Gulf 
Railroad was "begun at Kansas City in 1866 and was completed 
to Baxter Springs near the southern state line,May 2nd, 
1870. The Atchison, Topeka & Santa T?e was "begun at Topeka 
in 1868 and closely following the old Santa Pe Trail, was 

76; 
completed to the western state line in December, 1872, (See 
map$^ ). 

All the railroads having lands to sell did an 
immense advertising "business, and especially the Kansas 
Pacific and the Atchison, Topeka & Santa 3Pe Railroads. 

7L 

Buffalo heads, a special symbol of the Kansas Pacific, were 
mounted and sent to the East and Europe and distributed in 
prominent places for advertising. Excursions were granted 
to homeseekers, immense exhibitions were made of Kansas 
products, and every means available were used to get 
settlers to fill up the vacant lands. Thus the early 
railroads preceded the settlers but soon the counties 
along the main lines rapidly increased in population. (See 
$AM$t

 Q\ , see mapsf-l^). 
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The railroads made vigorous efforts to induce 
immigration from Europe to come to Kansas. C. B, Schmidt, 
representing the Atchison, Topeka & Santatfe Railroad, 
started the Mennonite Colony in Marion, McPherson, Harvey 
and Reno county, selling these people thousands of acres 

77 

of land. In July 1877 it was estimated that 6,000 Men-
nonites had settled in the Arkansas Valley. In the years 
1875-1877, a large Russian immigration colony settled under 
the auspices of the Kansas Pacific Railroad in Ellis 
County. The favorite methods that the railroads used to 
dispose of their lands was in large tracts to "colonies." 
In 1871 the Kansas Pacific sold to a Swedish colony in 
Saline County, 22,000 acres; to a Scotch Colony in Dick
inson County 47,000 acres; to an English colony in Clay 
County 32,000 acres. Later they sold to a Welsh colony 
in Riley County 19,000 acres and to an English colony in 
Ellis county 50,000 acres.7 

The building of railroads furnished work for hundreds 
of men and thus was the direct means of "bringing many to 
Kansas. These men would often take a claim, and with the 
money obtained from the work on the railroads, they were 
able to keep themselves in provisions until they could get 
their land broken up and raise a crop. 
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The easy access to all parts of the country, the new 
machinery employed, all had a tendency to push the line of 
occupation further west each year. The railroads opening 
up as they did great avenues of travel and transit, have 
"been a great factor in the rapid development of Kansas. 
The competition of the railroads to secure "business had a 
tendency to keep the rates low prior to 1885. The nature 
of the early crops raised by the farmers was in many inst-
ances determined by this cost of marketing their products.0u 

This in turn regulated the price of land and stimulated the 
common practise of that period to settle and exploit the 
country. 

Parish, in writing of this period says: "The tale of 
one section was the tale of all, except that immigrants 
naturally poured in more rapidly under the stimulus of 
railroads already constructed. Kansas and Nebraska advanced 
by leaps and bounds. In spite of drouths, the plague of 
grasshoppers, the occasional Indian raids along the exposed 
border, there was no marked cessation of the tide of 
immigration. Settlers became discouraged, burned out, 
eaten out, driven out, but others as instantly took their 
vacant places, and ever the skirmish line advanced. The 
Platte and the Arkansas became lined with cities and towns, 
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farms and prosperous settlements. The Solomon, the Ver
milions, the Republican, the Big and Little Blue > ) ) 
no longer flowed through desolate prairies, the haunts of 
wild beasts and primitive men, but watered tilled farms 
and gave back increase to the husbandman." 

The immense development of railroads in Kansas is 
shown by the following figures; in 1865 there were fifty 
miles, in 1870, 1,501 miles; in 1875, 2,150 miles; in 
1880, 3,400 miles; in 1885, 4,441 miles; in 1890, 8,892 
miles. (See maps 

THE REAL ESTATE AGENCIES. 

The real estate man was the boomer of Kansas at all 
times. His special function was to get people to Kansas 
and it would seem from results that Kansas had about the 
best agents there were to be had in the business. "Working 
in conjunction with the railroads, and using the press 
as a circulating medium, they made it their special 
business to laud the country to the skies. A series of 
good crops following each other, the wonderful showing 
made at State and National v.yairs, the tremendous increase 
in railroad facilities showed a few of the possibilities 
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of Kansas and greatly aided them in getting the vacant 
lands occupied. Added to this was the speculative fever 
which was coercion in the United States at this period. 

The real estate men did not always tell the truth, 
nor did they always use fair means in their dealings, hut 
they got the people here. They were "behind the boom period 
that struck nearly every city of any size in Kansas; water
works, electric lights, stTeet cars, and other municipal 

IS 

improvements were introduced. Farm lands and city lots 
were raised to fabulous priceB, but even this seemed to 
be a good thing, for it pushed the line of settlement 
farther west and increased the population of the state. 
Drouths were the general rule in the west, yet real estate 
men were able to get other people to take the place of 
those that had starved out, and so the population of Kansas 
kept growing. 

The boom period reached its height in 1887 and then 
came a great panic. The great immigration ceased with 1890 
and the history of the state since that time has been 
largely the development and natural increase from the pop
ulation within, rather than an influx from outside forces. 
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SOURCES AND GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OP THE IMMIGRATION. 
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CHAPTER I. THE NATIVE AMERICAN. 

The native American population in Kansas was derived 
mainly from contiguous states and from those connected 
with Kansas by waterways, and in later times by direct 
railroad connections. Up to 1860 natives of Missouri, 
Iowa and Illinois migrated to Kansas in great numbers, 
for from these three states wagon roads lead directly into 
Kansas. The people east of the Mississippi usually made 
use of the river craft to reach their destination, that 

Oil 

being the cheapest mode of transportation.1' 
The unrest in labor circles and the desire for eco

nomic betterment had a tendency to make a great mass of 
the people very mobile. The demands for laborers and the 
opportunity to get a free home was very attractive to this 
class of people. 

The tendency to segregate is noticeable in the many 
colonies that were founded in Kansas prior to I860, (See 
chartslj-^), These were formed with a view to protection 
and mutual aid. After the war the great majority of the 
people, however, came in small groups or alone. 

By 1860 there were living in Kansas 83,516 people 
who were born outside of the state; of these about one-
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third came from what was regarded ae Southern States, and 
over 90$ of this Southern contingent came from the "Border 
State." (See chart | ). 

The northern states that made the largest contribution 
to Kansas by 1860 were Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Pennsyl
vania, New York, Iowa, Wisconsin, in the order named. The 
idea that Kansas was peopled largely by settlers from New 
England was very misleading, as the Census of 1860 shows 
that only 4,208 came from that section, which is about 
two-fifths of the number coming from Ohio alone, ° (JSee 
chart *| ). 

By 1870 the native American,born outside of Kansas, 
had increased to 352,686, or over four times as many as 
it was a decade before. In 1880 the number had increased 
to 652,944, and in 1890,792,165. 

In the period between 1860 and 1890 the group of 
nine Northern States contributing most to Kansas were in 
the order of the number of their contribution of native 
born, Illinois, Ohio, Indiana, Iowa, Pennsylvania, New 
York, Wisconsin, Michigan, and Nebraska. These contributed 
in 1870 134,897 persons; in 1880, 460,849 persons; and in 
1890, 560,587 persons. In the same period the five leading 
Southern States to contribute were, in order, Missouri, 
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Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virginia. These 
contributed in 1870, 61,808 people; in 1880, 127,835; in 
1890, 165,371 people. (See chart 

The large Southern immigration after the War was due 
for the most part to the unsettled political conditions in 
the South. These people came to Kansas, preferring to help 
build up a new country under peaceful conditions than to 
stay among the ruins of their blasted hope and be governed 
by "carpet-baggers." On the whole, however, they held to 
their former poitjtal views. 

The majority of the people coming from the Northern 
States definitely stamped the state during this period 
with the ideals of that section. The old soldiers especially 
were the dominant leaders in the political and institutional 
life. These men, owing to their discipline in the army, 
were able to bring order into the chaotic conditions that 
existed here in the greater part of the state prior to 
1880. 

The complex nature of the society made institutional 
life slow and difficult. But gradually the conflicting 
forces were harmonized and out of it have come the popular 
laws and institutions of Kansas. 

Through this whole period there runs a spirit of 
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speculation and exploitation. The climate and natural 
resources of Kansas was the largest factor in this 
immigration. The similarity of Kansas in these respects 
to many of the other states, Illinois, for instance (see 
charts ̂  ) has "been noted as the chitf reason for the 
large immigration from that state. ' 



CHAPTER II. THE NEGRO. 

Prior to the close of the Civil War few negroes 
were found in Kansas. Pew were "brought here as slaves 
owing to the intense opposition to slavery, and those that 
were free usually avoided Kansas on account of the dis
turbed conditions and its proximity to a slave state. The 
whole negro population in Kansas in 1860 was 627 persons. 
By 1870 the number had increased to 17,108. 

In the spring of 1874 it was noted that parties of 
colored people were immigrating to Kansas from the South. 
These immigrants located in Southern Kansas and engaged in 
growing cotton. A little later many came to the central 
and northern part of the state. Beginning in 1878 there 
occured a great immigration from the South commonly known 
in history as "The Exodus," Great numbers of colored 
people, men, women and children, arrived by rail at 
Parsons from Texas and on steamboats at Wyandotte and 
Atchison, the latter comers representing the ex-slave 
population of Tennessee, Mississippi, and Louisiana. The 
chief leader in this movement was a negro named "Pap" 
Singleton; These immigrants conducted probably the first 
successful attempt of the "feeed people" to occupy public 

"A, 
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77 lands under the Pree Homstead law. Colonies were founded 
In Morris and Graham County. However, they settled for 
the most part In towns along the large rivers and in the 
Southeastern part of the state. They came to Kansas moved 
by an impulse to seek security in the pursuit of life, 
liberty and happiness. 

Nearly the entire body of negroes was absorbed in the 
labor population of the state and generally they were 
welcome in this booming time of railroad building and 
municipal improvements. In 1880 their number having in
creased to 43,107, and in 1890 to 49,710. The states con
tributing the largest negro population as shown by the 
United States Census of 1890 were, Kentucky, 7,220; 
Missouri, 6,925; Tennessee, 6,235; Mississippi, 1,780; 
Virginia, 1,643; Texas, 1,565. The panic of 1887 to
gether with the succession of drouths that began in 1886, 
continuing with interruption until after 1890, had a 
disastrous effect upon the Immigration of non-land-hoi ding 
classes who were the unskilled laborers and had been 
attracted from other states usually by the high rate of 
wages. The negroes for the most part belonged to this 
class of people, and being unattached to the soil in most 
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cases, they were the first to recede "before the unfavor-
able conditions of climate and "business panic. ' 

On the whole the negroes of Kansas were industrious 
but their tendency to be satisfied with present day wants 
worked to their disadvantage in the economic competition 
they had to meet. The Labor Bureau Reports show that on 
the whole they had to work harder than they did in the 
South, but at the same time their standard of living was 
raised and they felt safer and more justly treated. 

The race prejudice, while not as evident as it was in 
the South, nevertheless kept them out of many industries 
and advantages for a li-̂ Lihood. In the institutional life 
of the state they have played a much smaller part than 
their numbers and voting strength might 



CHAPTER III. THE FOREIGNER. 

Kansas from the "beginning has been one of the 
favorite inland states to the foreigner. The possession 
of wonderful opportunities in her natural resources was 
the main cause for their presence. Other causes were 
the rise of the "Knownothing Party" in the East in 1854 
with the avowed purpose to oppose the foreigner, and the 
strenuous times during the War and after it in the East. 
Handicapped as they were by their language and customs, 
and the prejudice engendered against them in the East 
caused many of them to seek an agricultural region beyond 
the confines of the Mississippi River for their home.% 

These immigrating people had come to make America 
their home and in most cases they largely toolp up the 
customs of the country and soon learned the language 
spoken. The United States Census of 1890 shows that over 
70 percent', of the foreigners in Kansas could speak the 
English language. 

These immigrants were of a hearty disposition, 
frugal and saving. On the whole they were even more 
desirable than the native American, being less speculative 
and more apt to stay and develop the community in Which 
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they had located. The foreign born have always been 
present in Kansas in a goodly proportion. (See chart*5( )• 
The United States Census of 1860 shows that there were 
12,691 foreign born living in Kansas. In 1870 their number 
had increased to 48,392 persons. In 1880 to 110,086 per
sons. By 1890 the maximum had been reached, the number 
then being 147,838. 

The Germans are the most numerous of the foreign 
born and are found in every county in the state. (See 
statistical tables((foj^ ) • Industrious, thrifty, and 
not speculative, they have succeeded in a physical environ
ment such as that possessed by Kansas. In the main they 
have preserved their language and many of their old customs. 
Their settlements are usually grouped about a church 
though they are not averse to mingling freely with English 
speaking people. Their general tendency has been to settle 
in farming localities, though many are found in every 

Qf 

industry of the state. 1 

The great Scandanavian Immigration into the North
west has extended as far south as the northern half of 
Kansas, where there is a large element of these people. 
The Swede far outnumbered the others - the Norwegians and 
the Danes. They are frugal and Industrious and have been 
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very Instrumental in building up our educational and 
• 7 

industrial life. The largest settlements are found in 
Riley, Clay, Republic, Saline, McPherson, and Wyandotte 
County . ' 0 

The English,' Irish, and Scotch, attracted by the 
opportunities for economic betterment in Kansas, have 
come here in large numbers. They have accomodated them
selves to the environment here as readily as thosghof 
American birth. They are very industrious and have fitted 
in especially well in the new country. Many of the 
English took readily to the isolated life of the plains, 
drawn there as they were by the unusual profits of 
cattle raising. The greater part, however, are found 
among the most prosperous of the thickly settled com
munities. The Irish having, as a race, less capital at 
their command, were usually absorbed among the laboring 
clas3 and are found in the counties with large towns. The 
Scotch, accustomed in their native habitat to coping with 
a rugged country, find Kansas relatively easy to live in 
and are among her most prosperous citizens. 

The Russians and Poles exhibit colonization in the 
most pronounced form that exist in Kansas. This fact is 
doubtless due to the nature of their language, their 
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religion, and to the effort of railroad companies in 
securing them as purchasers of large tracts of land. The 
majority of all the Russians and Poles are gathered in 
about ten counties of the 105 counties in the state. 

Of the foreign settlements that have been highly 
successful in Kansas, the Mennonites coming from Russia, 
though speaking the German language, is the best known. 
Fleeing from military service in Russia, they bought 
large tracts of land from the Atchison, Topeka & Santa 
Fe Railroad and located in Marion, McPherson, Harvey and 
Reno county. These people have been very prosperous, 
but they have clung tenaciously to the conditions and 
arrangement of the fatherland.' * 

The* Canadians, especially those speaking English, 
have distributed themselves over the state practically the 
same as other English speaking people* 

The French-Canadian, knowing English less perfectly 
and clinging to certain religious customs and forms, have 
had more of a tendency to segregate. This is noticeable 
in Washington, Cloud, and brooks County. 

The Swiss are found generally in farming communities. 
Of these the most important are in Nemeha, Marshall, Dick
inson, Clay, and Saline County. 
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The Bohemians live in agricultural colonies and are 
found in the north-central part of the state. They attempt 
to retain their own language and prefer a rural life. 

The people of French nativity, attracted to Kansas 
before 1890 were found mostly in the eastern part of the 
state, being inclined toward business enterprises the 
greater part are found mostly in counties that have large 
cities, though a few argicultural communities are found 
in the state. 

Nearly half of the Welsh people in Kansas are found 
in the coal regions of Osage and Lyon County. 

The Italians were most generally employed in mining 
and railroad building. The greatest numbers are found in 
Cherokee, Crawford, and Osage County./^ 

The foreign immigrant has played an Important part in 
the settling of Kansas and today constitutes a large part 
of our wealthy and most industrious citizens. Handicapped 
as they were by their language and foreign customs, they 
were at first largely excluded from our institutional life. 
In a few years, however, this has changed and now they 
are among the leading and most public spirited of our pop
ulation. 

In the statistical tables (See pageslOHVU the counties 
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with their foreign population are arranged in general 
from east to west, the first one, Doniphan, "being the 
most northeastern. Each county in the list is either 
fansfcher west or farther south than the one preceding. 
(See also maps|t^ ). 
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11 

- - 3 
- —1_ 
- - /3 
- _ 

/ 

- - - / 

— - ? 
'. - T 

~ - -i 
_ / 

1 ~~M 

ion Up I 



124 









JL*0 









W -
i O w t a a — 

p p : 

i£2i 

4" 
i 

i 

/ 

- I 
~ 7 
- %% 
- a 

- -1 61 

I 

m i 

- it 

B3 3.7 





134 

- - ^ 
- - S i - i ' - - 3ir 
- - ? ; / . 

- -
- -I0W 

I If 
- /30 
-- /ar 
- m 
- - m 

- » 
-- $ 

ft/ 



at 

HGTTAVYVVA/V^ 

135 

J I M m t 

— /o - -

- lb 
- 6^0 

- 61) 

- 3 
- so 

- - / / 

- 7 
- I 

- 51 
- ~l 

~«4V 
-/3 

- I 
/ 

\ 
6-2 33. 
/a 

- b' 

A, 





137 





fi_ 139 

i l k lift 

_ t -

_ _ $ _ iiil 
-I 

Mi 

_J 
V 

- _.o 
— / 

_____ 





X41 

12 

- ~>i 
~ -a 
- -

- " / 

- a 

af 

- V 

- 20 

a^ 
In 
m 





/H6 
\^&A J U K | fe 

O O L W J K — 

p W t t f ' -

I QUXJV\^V 

. -

e 

r 

\ 

— 2 7 
_ ~ 3 
— 2 9 

L 
^ If 
- - 7 f 

/? 
- y 

- - r 

- - - / 0 
_ - 2 

- r 

- - - it 

- 3 

- y 

f 

/ 

_ / 
/ 

- 3 
1 

-4 

- _ - . 4 









147 

9-
QryvwYv^tt. _ 

ttirk 

im 
/o 

31 

r 



148 
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