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ABSTRACT

Ayako Mizumura, Ph.D.
Department of Sociology, Summer 2009
University of Kansas

Reflecting [on] the Orientalist Gaze: A Feminist Analysis of Japan@&sWomen-
U.S. Gls Intimacy in Postwar Japan and Contemporary Okinawa

This project explores experiences of two generations of Japanese women, “war
brides,” who married American Gls and moved to the U.S. in the post-World War Il
era, and “military wives,” who married Gls within the past twenty yaacswho
currently live in Okinawa. My purpose is to examine, reflect on, and challenge the
Orientalist gaze, which | define as Eurocentric with male-centereeémerns,
interpretations, and representations of Asian women. In the context of U.S. global
militarization, | argue that American servicemen stationed in Japan, Kudeatlzer
Asian nations participate in reproducing and perpetuating Orientalisttyjsee of
Asian women, while women'’s voices often are not heard. | use a feministjgtrate
and reverse the positions of those who gaze and those who are objects of the gaze to
make Japanese women’s viewpoints and personal experiences central tdysig.ana
Reversing the subject-object orientations enables Japanese women to theress
subjective views of American men undkeeir gaze and to represent themselves in
their own voices. Methods for this research include in-depth-interviews,
ethnographic fieldwork, and archival research in the U.S. and Japan, which |
conducted between 2002 and 2005. My study shows that Japanese women have
agency as critical analysts of American men and reveals that thegpgens of
American Gls become more diverse and complicated as their genderdza@cia
and sexualized experiences interact with their Gl partners’ racs, atas militarized
masculinity. This study also demonstrates that shifts in economic powenidgna
between the U.S. and Japan and globalization of hip-hop culture contributed to
reshaping women’s perceptions of American Gls in contemporary Okinawa, while
these younger generations of women still share specific imagesericam men

with war brides.
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Author’s Note

| used the Japanese convention where family names are followed by givesi nam
when writing Japanese persons’ whole names. e.g., Yamada Akiko

| used parentheses to provide English translations of some Japanese temrttewhe
given sentence is not disrupted. engicha(mainlanders)

| used brackets to provide additional words or information in order to clarify
interviewees’ narratives when necessary. | also used brackets whehidgs
unspoken expressions made by interviewees such as laugher in their direcbrgiotati
e.g., [laughter]

In order to protect interviewees’ confidentiality, | used pseudonyms fosaalbride
interviewees in the U.S. and for military wives and girlfriends in Okinawa. |
Okinawa, | talked with various people such as U.S. servicemen, shop owners, taxi
drivers, bartenders, and bar hostesses. | used pseudonyms for these inteagewee
well. Whenever it is imperative, | modified interviewees’ personal infion to
eliminate any hints that potentially might reveal their identities.

| translated the majority of Japanese texts (e.g., narratives, Japaidss, etc.) into
English unless English translations were available. Translations of 3aganguage
particularly informants’ narratives into English were not easy tashksreTare

variations in speech styles and dialects among interviewees accordingtendés

in gender, generations, social backgrounds, and regions where they are from.
Translations from one language to another resulted in loss of distinctive and unique
character of each interviewee that could be traced if written in the arigimguage.
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Introduction

This dissertation explores cross-national intimate relationships between
Japanese women and American servicemen that developed on and around U.S.
military bases in Japan. Specifically, this study focuses on the experaiee
generations of Japanese women: “war brides” in the U.S. and “military wives”
Okinawa, Japan. | define Japanese “war brides” as older generations of Japanese
women who married American Gls in Japan and moved to the U.S. in the post-World
War |l era, specifically between 1950s and 1960s. “Military wives” rdéeyounger
generations of Japanese and Okinawan women who married Gls within the past
twenty years and who currently live in Okinalva.

My purpose is to examine, reflect on, and challenge the Orientalstgaz
analyzing Japanese women’s personal experiences with and perceptions cBAmeri
men in the context of persistent U.S. militarization in Asian since the end of World
War Il. While the gaze itself is defined as the process of a “one-way” fubjec
vision of the object to be looked at and examined by the subject (Kaplan 1997: xviii),
| define the Orientalist gaze as traditional Orientalist imagdsstereotypes of Asian
women based on Eurocentric and male-centered perceptions, interpretations, and
representations. Chan (1988) claims that Asian women'’s sexual stereogypes ar

rooted in European colonial power over Asian people, where women became not only

! Although Okinawans are Japanese citizens, theg hastory and culture distinct from Japanese
living in mainland Japan. Because Okinawan pebpie a strong sense of Okinawanness, they tend
to identify themselves as Okinawan rather thanidega They distinguish themselves from the rest of
the Japanese by referring themselves tacaanchy (Okinawan) and to Japanesenascha
(mainlander). In this dissertation, | use Okinaw@nefer to Okinawan people. However, | also use
Okinawan and Japanese interchangeably when [t@fékinawa in certain contexts.



the cheapest economic commodities but also became sexual commodities for
European men. Yuh (2002) argues that the belief that Asian women have exotic
sexual allure and docile hyperfemininity constitutes a whole body of Oistntal
stereotypes.

While European colonizers, travelers, and missionaries contributed to the
production of the Orientalist images of Asian women earlier, in the context of U.S.
global militarization, | argue that U.S. servicemen stationed in Japaeal&od other
Asian nations participate in producing, spreading, and reproducing Orientalis
stereotypes of Asian women. For example, U.S. Navy reservist Bill idteaged
Baby-san, a Japanese female cartoon character, who was perseigetbaonally
volatile and childlike...beautiful sex kitten, the fantasy of a heterosexual
Euroamerican man” (Shibusawa 2006:34-41). Hume’s Baby-san appeared iR a semi
pornographic cartoon series for the Far East edition dléwy Timesnd became
immensely popular among American Gls in early postwar Japan and Korea
(Shibusawa 2006). American soldiers stationed overseas contributed to the
perpetuation of Orientalist stereotypes of Asian women as sexual objects by
representing them in Western media such as cartoons, novels, and movies.

The depiction of Japanese women as fantasized sexual objects is one
dimension of Orientalist visions of Asian women constructed around the Orientalist
gaze. | use the concept of Orientalism formulated by Edward Said (1979) as a
departing point for my investigation of the Orientalist gaze on Japanese women, i

which | examine, reflect on, and challenge in this studgst scholars who work on



issues concerning Orientalism in relation to colonialism, imperialism, and post
colonialism since the publication of Said’s (19T8)entalismhave focused on
European representation and experience of the Orient, particularly of theasear E
(Middle Eastf’ In this study, | extend Said’s analytical concept of Orientalism to
U.S.-Japan relationships within specific historical, cultural, and sociadxdsrif the
postwar period, characterized by U.S. military occupation of Japan in earlyapostw
period and its continuing presence today, particularly in present-day Okinawa.

Japan occupies an ambiguous position in its power relations with the West,
especially with the U.S. On the one hand, Japan is one of the few non-Western
countries that was never officially colonized by Western imperial poiNetably,
Japan itself exercised imperial and colonial power over other Asian countries in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries (Johnson 2000; Koikari 2005). Japan’s defeat in
World War 1l drastically reconfigured the political and economic alignmgnésia
and its relations to the West, particularly to the U.S. While Japan wasaynilit
colony under American occupation, it simultaneously served as an Amerigan all
supporting the U.S. empire building that sought a new postwar international order at
the dawn of the Cold War and thereafter (Johnson 2000).

Keeping Japan’s dual roles in postwar power relations to the U.S. in mind, this

study situates the Orientalist gaze in American imperialism in a broad;daut,

2 Europe refers primarily to the French and Britistonial powers (to lesser extent, the Germans,
Russians, Spanish, Portuguese, Italians, and Sthissjlominated the Orient until the end of World
War |l (Said 1979).

3 For Japan-U.S. postwar relations in early post see Chalmers Johnsdlpwback: The Costs and
Consequences of American Em2800:3-33); John W. DoweEmbracing Defeat: Japan in the
Wake of World War 1{1999); Yukiko KoshiroTrans-pacific Racisms and the U.S. Occupation of
Japan(1999).



more specifically, within the contexts of U.S. occupation in early postwar dajplan

the persistent U.S. presence in Japan, particularly in Okinawa as afési8t

global militarism. Said’s concept of Orientalism is useful for understandeng t
mechanism of how images of the “Oriental other” were produced and represented
through the gaze of American occupiers. As | discuss more thoroughly in Chapter 2,
Americans constructed racialized representations of Japan and Japanesaseople
“the other” based on hierarchical binary distinctions between the West anasEas

well as occupiers and occupied.

Orientalism: A Point of Departure

In Orientalism Edward Said (1979:3) argues that the relationship between the
Occident and the Orient is a relationship of power in which the former dominates the
latter, and in which Western culture gained strength and identity by sestifg it
against the Orient as “the othér.According to Said, the Orient was created or
Orientalized by the West through a series of oppositions that placed thei@aent
subordinate position, which, in turn, defined the West as superior. In Said’s view,
Orientalism is the discourse of power, domination, and complex hegemony
constructed on the basis of Western superiority over Oriental backwardness. The
Oriental degeneracy and inequality with the West are associated witlokbgical
basis of racial inequality, which divided races into advanced (the West) and béckwar

(the East) (Said 1979:206).

* The geographical scope of the Orient is not lithite adjacent areas to Europe but it also includes
Europe’s old colonies established from the latérteignth century to the end of World War 1.



Influenced by Michel Foucault’s formulation of power, knowledge, and
discourse, Said argues that Western knowledge about the Orient is not “innocent” or
“objective,” but profoundly connected to an operation of power that processes the
information to become “fact” or “truth.” To Foucault (1980), power and knowledge
are interdependent:

The exercise of power itself creates and causes to emerge new objects of

knowledge and accumulates new bodies of information... The exercise of

power perpetually creates knowledge and, conversely, knowledge constantly
induces effects of power... Itis not possible for power to be exercised
without knowledge, it is impossible for knowledge not to engender power (Pp.

52-53).

In other words, production of knowledge takes place when there are imbalances of
power relations between groups of people or between institutions and states (Mill
2003:69). Foucault also views the mechanism of power/knowledge relations as an
institutionalized process through which knowledge is created and maintainedhas trut
by those in positions of authority.

The complex mechanism in the creation and maintenance of “truth” about the
Orient depends not simply on domination, but also on the operation of hegemony and
development of consent through various institutional practices (Lewis 1996). This
mechanism works not necessarily by force, but instead “through a wide range of
strategies which support and affirm it and which exclude and counter alternative
versions of events” (Mills 2003:76). Loomba (2005:29) stresses that “ideology is

crucial in creating consent” and that it is “the medium through which certainadeas

transmitted and more important, held to be true.” Thus, ideology, joined hand-in-



hand with power, played a role in creating knowledge about the Orient and
legitimizing it to maintain hegemonic power, while the object’s knowledge was

marginalized and silenced, or subjugated.

Orientalism: Critiques and Redefinitions

Despite the influence of Orientalism on colonial and postcolonial studies, it
has been critiqued by a wide variety of critics, scholars, and feminisab(A 1983;
Carrier 1995; Clifford 1988; Lewis 1996; Lowe 1991; Porter 1983; al-‘Azm 2000;
Yoshihara 2003). One of the criticisms that Safgentalismfrequently receives is
that it is a static portrayal of “hegemonic Western discourse” which promotes
reinforces a binary opposition between the dominant West and the subordinate East,
timelessly.

While the Orient is stereotypically characterized as irrationakj@xerotic,
despotic and heathen, the West is often represented as rational, familiarjusgral
and Christian. Stereotyping “invariably presupposes and confirms a totalizing and
unified imperialist discourse” designed to affirm the positional superiofitiye
West over the inferiority of the East (Gandhi 1998:77). Lewis (1996:16) argues that
“not only do these Orientalist stereotypes misrepresent the Orient, sioey al
misrepresent the Occident—obscuring in their flattering vision of European
superiority, the tensions along the lines of gender, class and ethnicity tha¢dupier

domestic scene.”



Moreover, scholars in colonial studies are particularly critical of Calisnt
for its focus on the pervasive and unchallenged nature of hegemonic power and
discourse, which are “possessed entirely by the colonizer” (Bhabha 1983:2@0; Por
1983; Spivak 1988). Porter (1983), for instance, emphasizes the profound
heterogeneity in Orientalism as a discourse created by instabtitgrabivalence.

He argues that Said failed to view hegemony as an historical process and as a
“evolving sphere of superstructural conflict in which power relations arénceatiy
reasserted, challenged, modified” (1983:180-181). Lowe (1991) problematizes
construction of the hierarchical binary oppositions such as male/female and
Orient/Occident and the like by stating they are essentialist psnsg, which ignore
the dynamic intersection of race, ethnicity, gender, class, and natidhatitgiter the
generalized assumption about the dichotomous power relations.

Bhabha (1983) and Spivak (1988) are concerned with the subjectivities and
identities of the colonized, whose voices have been silenced in colonial discourse and
official narratives. Working from a post-structuralist point of view, Bhabha and
Spivak reject fixed identities of the oppresseduralternby arguing that human
subjectivities and identities are fragmentary and unstable. The colonettbubgs
formation is a process that involves negotiation and resistance in the dynamic of
power relations, which are beyond one-way power relations between the colonizer
and colonized (Bhabha 1983). Spivak argues it is crucial to look at the internal

dynamics of power relations among heterogeneous subjects, including rseaaitsea



urban poor, and local elite in terms of their power relations relative to eachasthe
well as to the colonizer (Leitch et al. 2001).

Orientalism is more heterogeneous than the uniform and unchanging images
of the faceless body of the Orient constructed by the West. It is prettisely
heterogeneity that facilitates tension, contradiction, and fragmamiatpower
relations, which in turn opens up a space for the marginalized to resist thesoppres
Moreover, this space permits the marginalized not only to reinforce subjeativit
self-representation, but also allows objectified women to shift their pasito active
observers of the West. To understand this heterogeneity, we must acknowledge that
Orientalism is structured not only around racism, but also around patriarchal powe
relations in Western hegemonic discourse. Indeed, gender is particolpdstant,
since Orientalism itself is an andocentric discourse that feminizes threatdubject.

As | discuss below, Oriental women become the most marginalized objects of
Orientalism in situations when they are doubly Orentalized by Euroceralec m

practices and local Asian patriarchy.

Situating Orientalism in Japan: Japanese Women as Doubly Orientalized

When Orientalism constructs the Orient as the monolithic other, the Orient is
also feminized because Orientalism is a male project where the colenieéined as
male (superior) and the colonized as female (inferior), which justifies thegsuion
of the latter by the former. Said (1979) argues that

Orientalism itself, furthermore, was an exclusively male domain like sy ma
professional guilds with sexist blinders. This is especially evident in the



writing of travelers and novelists: women are usually the creatures of a male

power-fantasy. They express unlimited sensuality, they are more or less

stupid, and above all they are willing (P. 207).

Orientalism is a male conception of the world where women and female baalies ar
symbolized as conquered lands by the Orientalist.

Similarly, European and American representations of Asians as the™oth
have reinforced the images of Asian women as accessible foreign iesritobe
conquered and consumed, while Asian males are constructed as feminized and
without masculine power. According to Okihiro (2000), images of Asian females as
being sexually available were reinforced by stereotypes of Asiarase/eak and
effeminate, thus unable to protect “their women.” These stereotypes agelsm
combined to justify the subordination and control of Orientals and their resources by
Westerners.

In Japan’s case, the image of effeminate Japanese men was constructed
around the unequal power relations between U.S. and Japan as a consequence of the
U.S. victory over Japan in World War Il. Dower (1999:138) argues that the defeated
Japan, although it was once a “masculine” threat to the West, was transfororfed int
compliant, feminine body on which the white victors could impose their will.” The
images of Japanese women were constructed in the context of the racialized,
sexualized, and feminized Orient, where their male counterparts repiesent
defeated country.

Ueno (2005), a Japanese sociologist, argues that Oriental women have been

“doubly feminized” by the Orientalist discourse, and by their own paltyasince



the Orientalist discourse constructs the Orient as inferior, which in toninifes
Oriental men. According to Ueno,

Women, of course, are no more creatures of a male power-fantasy than the
Orient is that of a European power-fantasy. Both of them were created by
Western male discourse as “the other.” Women are to men as the Orient is to
the Occident; and difference attributed to them as a distinctive featuresiefin
their “otherness”.... If we consider that Oriental men have been feminized,
Oriental women have been doubly feminized. This double feminization
complicates the situation of Oriental women when they struggle agaiist the
own men, for their feminity has already been appropriated by men themselves
(Pp. 225-226).

When doubly Orientalized women were situated in the context of early postwar
Japan, they were portrayed not only as sexualized objects by the U.S. victgrs. The
were also perceived “as the products of a defeated and somewhat backward postwa
nation who are then hopelessly measured against the presumed superiority of the
West” (Creef 2000:451).

In a 1952Saturday Evening Postticle entitled “They are Bringing Home
Japanese Wives,” Smith and Worden (1952) depicts Japanese women who married
U.S. servicemen in Japan as

Country girls not only are innocent of sligd] technique but imagine that

they are being American by having their sleek black hair frizzled intedlull

mops in ‘Hollywood’ beauty salons only Japanese side streets. They mix

unbelievable hues in their outer clothing and have no idea of what to do with a

girdle, although they buy themperhaps to hang on the wall of her home as a

decoration (P. 79).

Throughout the article, the Japanese woman was presented as a “chrysanthemum-

bud” preparing for acculturation into “civilized” Western domestic life¢oveand

® Janet Wentworth Smith and William L. Worden, “TheyBringing Home Japanese Wives,”
Saturday Evening Pgslanuary 19, 1952.
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satisfy her American husband despite difficulty. Storrs (2000) also claimd.®Bat
cultural frames produced and reproduced stereotypes of Asian and Asianakmeric
females as docile, petite, submissive, and sexually desirable orabjetots,
representing a patriarchal image of attractive, feminine women. Asa&Jchid
(1998:162) notes, Asian women are objectified as monolithic “Oriental women”
through the process of Orientalization by Western men who deny the wonsnastat
subjects.

In the context of the U.S. military occupation of Japan, women’s bodies and
sexualities were Orientalized by Western conquerors and used as sitemtsulate
and enhance their masculine power. As sexualized objects, countless Japanese
women became victims of sexual exploitation by American occupation troops
(Tanaka 2002; Thiesmeyer 1999). Enloe (1997:195) argues that militarized
masculinities rest on soldiers’ morale and discipline, both of which depend on the
exploitable sexuality of local women. She asks: “Without myths of Asiantord_a
women’s compliant sexuality, would many American men be able to sustain their
own identities, their visions of themselves as manly enough to act as sol8igst”
as the Orient helped to define Western superiority, the Oriental femaldblpeyl
U.S. soldiers maintain American masculine identities.

While Japanese women have been objectified and sexualized by Western men,

they also have been simultaneously gendered and sexualized by the Japahese loca

® Militarized masculinities refer to masculinitiestronly constructed in the boot camp and the
battlefield, but also in the “smoky bar and spar$eitnished rented room” of the “rest and recredtio
district (Enloe 1997:194-195).

11



patriarchy. Tamanoi (1999) argues that the discourse of Japanese nationadism us
women'’s bodies, sexualities, thoughts, and emotions to create a homogenized
womanhood through which “women become a metaphor of what they represent,
rather than what they are” (Eisenstein 2000: 43). The local gender ideology of
Japanese womanhood assigned women symbolic roles as gatekeepers of moral and
racial purity for the nation. Similar to other societies, Japanese women avhotdi

fit this image were criminalized for their inability to sustain the pupadase blood
(Tamanoi 1999).

During early post-World War Il Japan, Japanese women who violated the
gender ideology and fraternized with American soldiers faced severé socia
constraints and even overt hostility from Japanese patriarchal socidigrf\/i
1991:141). Women associated with U.S. servicemen were widely conceived as
prostitutes or traitors to their country for choosing American over Japanese men
(Hayashi 2002; Kim 1977; Spickard 1989; Takatsu 2002). Indeed, the term “war
bride” or Seng (War) HanayomgBrides) has been associated with sexual
stereotypes such as prostitutes and bar girls, who often are derogatordg te
panpan(Hayashi 2002; Storrs 2000; Takatsu 2002; Williams 1991).

Some Japanese, including teseiin the U.S., still view war brides with
contempt for violating the Japanese social norm of in-group marriage (Glenn’1986).

Other stereotypes of war brides portray them as passive, sexualized tigec

"Issei(i means one or firsseimeans generation) refers to the first generatfalapanese immigrants
who began to come to the U.S. in the lat8 ¢&ntury as migrant labors and settled mostly inv&ia
and California.
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simply followed Gls to the U.S. in the hope of a better life (Hayashi 2002). This
suggests that Japanese war brides are sexualized and objectified esn\West and

local patriarchies, thus doubly Orientalized.

Challenging Orientalism: Occidentalism as a Counter-Discourse?

Orientalization of Japanese women is not a completed project of the past. The
continuing American military presence in present-day Japan creatés Sitoiations
where U.S. Gls objectified young women around the U.S. military bases. However,
the images of Orientalized women are not static or hegemonic constructions by the
West. Indeed, many feminist scholars have problematized the objediifieail
simplistic representations of Asian women by the dominant masculine West (Chi
2000; Houston 1980; Lai 1998; Lewis 1996; Lu 1997; Mazumdar 1989; Shah 1997;
Tien 2000; Uchida 1998; Yanagisako 1995; Yoshihara 2003). Uchida (1998), for
example, examines the historical process of Orientalization of Asian nweinere
Orientalis not only a geographical and cultural term, but also sexual. Uchida
(1998:161) argues that the difference is signified in the Oriental “reyiegsa terms
of gender with the Orient being associated with female and the West withsmale i
essence the dimension of poweLéwis (1996) and Yoshihara (2003) question the
absence of Western women as agents who play the role in the textual production of
Orientalist discourse. For example, Yoshihara (2003) focuses on white America
women’s roles in the construction of American Orientalism in Japan and China

instead of focusing solely on dominant male power.
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Some scholars such as Richard Fox and Partha Chategje=that the
affirmative use of Orientalist stereotypes, such as authentic culharalpaitual
identities in opposition to Western civilization, played a strategic role glanti-
colonial nationalist movements in India (Gandhi 1998:78). Others (Carrier 1995;
Creighton 1995; Chen 1995) take a critical look at Said’s Orientalism and hejue t
it focuses exclusively on Western constructions of the “Oriental Othef& whi
neglecting images of the West construdigdhe Orient. Creighton (1995) explains
how Orientalism and Occidentalism are closely related, two-way pesess

The social construction gfaijin (foreigners) denies the individual uniqueness

of Westerners, transforming all Caucasians into an essentialized céateagory

reduces the complex variations among tfedust as Western orientalism
created self-Occidentalism through an implied contrast with a sintplifie

West, Japanese renderinggafjin are occidentalism that stand opposed to

Japanese orientalisms about themselves...Among the essentialized self-

orientalisms created are Japanese assertions of uniqgueness and cultural

homogeneity (P. 137).

Buruma and Margalit (2002:4) define Occidentalism as “a cluster of imadgedeas
of the West in the minds of its haters” that views urban civilization as decaun
rooted in Anglo-American materialism.

In the Occidentalist view, Western materialism associated withyrksas
wealth, arrogance, and greed is sharply contrasted to the spiritual puhieyEdst
(Buruma and Margalit 2002). Chen argues that Occidentalism is used in post-Maois

China as a discourse of both oppression and liberation evoked by competing groups

pursuing different ends (1995:3). On the one hand, Chinese authorities used

8 Gaijin (gai means outsidgin means person) refers primarily to white foreigneé®sher non-white
foreigners are distinguished fragaijin and usually calleddaikokujiri (gaikokumeans foreign
country) while blacks are often referred &sKujin’ (kokumeans black) (Creighton 1995).
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Occidentalism as a discipline to enhance nationalism within totaht&hinese
society by constructing an essentialized Western Other (199%8)the other hand,
Chen claims that Occidentalism is a form of anti-official discourse usedsagjae
oppressive domestic political regime by constructing the Western Other as
metaphor for political liberation (1995:5). Though Chen illustrates intergsbimgs
about the dual nature of Chinese Occidentalism, both discourses are dominated by
males, just as Orientalism rests primarily on Western masculine power.

While the Occidentalist approach obviously challenges the Orientalist
representation of the Orient as “the Other,” it is dangerous to esserttialize
Occident in the same way as Orientalism did. Also, the Occidentalist apgaia
to bring in women as “allies,” which suggests that Occidentalismagyalisdered.
What seems to be shared by Orientalism and Occidentalism is andocentio ks

that neglects the gendered process that destabilizes a presumably urstmunsa.

Reversing the Gaze: A Feminist Analysis of the Orientalist Gaze

My approach to the Orientalist stereotypes and representation of Asimanv
is to reverse the positions of gazers and those who are objects of the gaze. This
approach follows the examples of feminist scholars who have disputed simplistic and
stereotypical representations of Asian women (Chin 2000; Houston 1980; Lai 1998;

Lewis 1996; Mazumdar 1989; Shah 1997; Tien 2000; Uchida 1998; Yoshihara,

° Chen coined the term “official-Occidentalism,” ddsy the Chinese government, while she termed
“anti-official Occidentalism” as a counter discoeii® the official-Occidentalism, used by opponent
groups of the totalitarian government, including thtelligentsia (1995).
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2003). While I challenge Western creation of monolithic images of Asian wdme

do not intend to construct a uniform representation of American men through the eyes

of Japanese women associated with U.S. Gls. Instead, the process of reversing the

gaze or subject-object orientation destabilizes the Occidental-selfeatd<a space

for women to express their diverse opinions and views of American men and

masculinities, which rarely become the objects of the investigation by nea-whi

other. As Kaplan claims, “white subjectivities can also be destabilized wpesez

to the gaze of the Other” (1997: xix), which, in turn, challenges the Orientatist g
Making Japanese women'’s viewpoints and experiences the basis of analysis of

the Orientalist gaze, | focus on women’s agency and subjectivities. | &ague t

women can become critical analysts of the multivalent power relatitwsdre West

and East, America and Japan, American men and Japanese women, and Japanese men

and Japanese women in the context of the U.S. military occupation and global

militarization. These seemingly rigid and dichotomous power relations are

intersected and obscured by tensions, alliance, and resistance along djeedef

race, sexuality, class, ethnicity, nationality, and more. Reversing thesyaze way

to deconstruct binary opposition constructions and provide a new understanding of

Japanese women beyond the Orientalist gaze. | also demonstrate that mecro-le

changes, such as shifts in power relations between U.S. and Japan over the past half-

century, have reshaped Gl-Japanese intimacy. Japanese women’s improved

socioeconomic status in Japan contributed to changes not only in Western
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constructions of the Orient and Oriental women, but also in Japanese women’s views

of the American men.

Chapter Summary

Chapter 1 addresses methodological issues, the feminist methodology on
theorizing and practicing qualitative research, and interpreting and pngsdata to
the analysis of reversing the gaze. This chapter also discusses #nelresethods
and data collection process, including the selection of research sites and the proces
of recruiting and interviewing informants. In Chapter 2, | provide historical
background of post-World War Il Japan that creates the context for racial ardl sex
liaisons between Japanese women and American soldiers. | discuss the gendered,
racialized, and sexualized aspects of the U.S. occupation that shaped Japanese
women’s and men'’s lives differently. Chapter 3 continues to reveal the divarsity
personal experiences among women associated with Gls in postwar Japan. Using
narratives of war bride interviewees, this chapter explores patterelaibdbmships
with American men and discusses their views of America and Amerisani®
Chapter 4, | address the role of Okinawa in U.S. global militarism that contributes t
the ongoing racial and sexual boundary crossing by Okinawan women and American
Gls. At length, I illustrate historical shifts in economic, politicatjah and sexual
landscapes of base towns that provide intimate sites (e.g., night clubs and bars)
facilitating Gl-Japanese intimacy in contemporary Okinawa. In Chapter &, | us

narratives of women associated with American servicemen in Okinawa aodeexpl
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Western men and masculinity as seen through the Japanese women’sayesyzel
how Japanese women’s perceptions and understandings of Americans within the
context of the U.S. military presence in Okinawa have shaped their relgti®mngth
Gls. | also examine racial dynamics of contemporary Gl-Japanesacdgtim
particularly as a consequence of the global phenomenon of hip-hop culture and its

impact on Japanese young adults.
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Chapter 1
Feminist Approach to Research: Methodology and Method

This research employs a feminist methodology on theorizing and practicing
gualitative research. Feminist methodology refers to an approach to sociallresea
that takes a critical stance toward traditional paradigms and theories t@hace
controlled within male-centered frameworks (Fox and Murry 2001; Hesse-Biber,
Leavy, and Yaiser 2004; Ramazghoand Holland 2002; Smith 1987). Feminist
scholars challenge the andocentric knowledge production that disregards women’s
personal experience as a research subject and source of knowledge (HeassedRBibe
2004).

| follow the examples of feminist scholars who brought a range of women’s
experiences and lives into the center of their research as subjectaf rijuiry
(Cook and Fonow 1986; Gorelick 1996; Reinhartz 1992; Smith 1987). For example,
Dorothy Smith (1987) calls for looking at women'’s everyday lives as a starting poi
for feminist research and including women’s personal experiences andohigespm
the knowledge building process. Feminist researchers stress the impoftance
women’s experiences and voices in uncovering their gendered lives and relations, a
perspective that was excluded in traditional social science reseange(R2004;
Gorelick 1996; Smith 1987). | use women’s personal experiences and their
viewpoints as valuable sources of knowledge to challenge Eurocentric anctpatriar
models of the knowledge-building that objectified and sexualized Asian women as

Oriental “other.”
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In feminist scholarship, gender has been treated as the dominant organizing
principle for understanding women'’s lives and oppressions (Amott and Matthaei
1996; Ferree 1990). However, because of the centrality of gender, other social
categories such as race, ethnicity, class, sexuality, and natioai@ypbken taken for
granted in feminist research (Baca Zinn 1996; Chow 1996; Collins 2000). The
intersectional approach offers a framework for integrated analysis tostarutk how
gender and dominant categories such as race, sexuality, class, and hatiomali
mutually constituted relationships organized around difference (Baca ZanDit
1994; Chow 1996; Collins 2000; Glenn 1999). Many contemporary feminist scholars
have employed this intersectional approach to analyze how systems of iequalit
interact and shape women'’s lives differently in specific historicahgstand social
relations (Baca Zinn 1996; Brewer 1997; Collins 1999; Espiritu 1997; Glenn 1999;
Gonzalez 1993; hooks 1990; King 1988; Smith 1987; West and Fenstermaker 1995).

The feminist concept of “intersectionality” and “simultaneity” provides
useful framework for the current study. Japanese women'’s relationships with
American Gls develop within the specific context of U.S. military globtdina
where Japanese women are simultaneously gendered, sexualized, and ragialized b
the U.S. occupiers. Women'’s experiences become more diverse and complicated
when their gendered and racialized experiences interact with otlientarsuch as
their Gl partners’ race, class, and rank in the military. Heterogem@ibng Japanese
women who have diverse social locations and life experiences challenges the

homogeneous images of Asian women constructed by the Orientalist gaze.
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While my feminist strategy of reversing the gaze intends to cresggace for
women to talk about their subjective views and understanding of American men, my
concern is how my positionality as a researcher influences the reseaceby
Hesse-Biber and Yaiser (2004) argue that:

Reflexivity can help a researcher both publicly and privately acknowledge
that she is not the essential woman... [Reflexivity] is the process through
which a researcher recognizes, examines, and understands how her social
background, positionality, and assumptions affect the practice of research.
The researcher is as much as a product of society and its structures and
institutions as the participants she is studying (P. 115).

The practice of research, such as collecting, interpreting, and nejongsbe data,
depends on the researcher’s knowledge and perspective and social relations based o
race, ethnicity, gender, and class, and more (Andersen 1997; Collins 2000; Hesse-
Biber and Yaiser 2004; Ramazghoand Holland 2002).

The concept of reflexivity is useful in recognizing and examining the power
dynamics between the researcher and participants and “to take resgrigrtilow
we exercise the social power that we have” in the research propeagu&

2001:535). Judith Stacy (1988:23) explains the contradiction between feminist
fieldwork practice and exploitative and manipulative aspects of ethnographic
products where women'’s personal stories that they share with the researcher
ultimately become data to be processed at an “ethnographic mill.” As Fox and Murr
(2001:380) point out, “feminists acknowledge that their orientations, actions,
interpretations, biases, and interests will become integral to the tepeacess and

its outcomes, and they seek to understand how it happens as it is happening during the

process of their research.” Feminist perspectives make me awareroptet of my
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positionality on all aspects of the research process and also of my respgrisibilit
the process and outcome.

Confidentiality is another important issue in this research. Bentz (1997:121)
notes that protecting anonymity of individuals in small communities where the
researcher’s activities and contacts are common knowledge is extrdrakdénging.
Many of my informants, in the U.S. and Okinawa respectively, are conneabedthr
their social and personal networks and they contact with one another on a regular
basis. Since some questions deal with sensitive and private issues, my informants’
responses would potentially embarrass them if the source of information were
revealed. As Bentz (1997) points out, “informants, especially when they have formed
a personal relationship with the researcher, may provide information they would not
want published” (p. 123). Although I will not use gossip or personal information that
is not relevant to my research topic, it is important to reassure that thativesr
will maintain the anonymity of these women and will not negatively affeat the
relationships with other informants or their family, especially their husbands.
Because of these concerns, | use pseudonyms and restrict the amount of persona

identifying information.

Research Methods
This study uses qualitative research methods to collect data. Sources for this
project include in-depth-interviews, ethnographic observations, and archival

documents | collected in the U.S. and Japan. A qualitative approach to data
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collection is relevant because many aspects of my research questions antb@sie
on intimate relationships, personal memories and experiences, and gender Bnd fami
relations. Qualitative methods such as interviews and ethnographic obserlation a
me to gain access or to glimpse women'’s feelings, emotions, and life expeahat
guantitative methods would not offer (Franklin 1996:253).

| collected interview data from two groups of Japanese women: Japanese
“war brides” who met American servicemen in the early post World Waaribg
and moved to the U.S. between the 1950s and the 1960s, and younger generations of
Japanese and Okinawan “military wives” who met their American Gh@araround
U.S. military bases in Okinawa from the late 1980s until the presenttimne.
interviewed 20 Japanese war brides in the U.S. between 2002 and 2004, and in 2004
to 2005, traveled to Okinawa where | interviewed 70 women, including 48 Japanese
military wives, and conducted ethnographic fieldwork. In Okinawa, | also contlucte

informal, unrecorded interviews with young Gls.

Recruiting Japanese War Brides in the U.S.

| recruited Japanese war bride interviewees within the Midwesters,state
primarily in Kansas, where | have lived since starting the graduateapmagr
Sociology at the University of Kansas in 1996. My pre-existing social networks,

familiarity with the local areas and situations, and relative proxirityar bride

19 Because of the restriction to the marriage betwiegranese women and American Gls coupled with
the discriminatory immigration law against Asiaitsyas not until 1953 under the MaCarran-Walter
Act that a large scale of war bride immigrationrtstd. The peak years of marriage cases between
Japanese women and Gls are from 1952 to the e28Qs1(Kim 1977).
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interviewees convinced me to select Kansas as the primary reseaiohisg¢ U.S.

Using my personal connections, | became acquainted with some war brides igho we
willing to participate in the study. There are small but intimate friepelssed

social networks among war brides, which often cross the city limits, countsy ¢éine
even the state lines. Once | was introduced to their circles and gaineduteia
snowball sampling method through word-of-mouth communication allowed me to
identify and contact prospective interviewees.

The Japanese war brides | interviewed originally came to Kansas and other
Midwestern states with their GI husbands during the 1950s through the 1970s. Some
women have been living in the same community ever since they arrived in the U.S.,
while others moved to the current residence after experiencing multipbatiehs
from one military station to another in the U.S. and overseas. Although Japanese war
brides tended to live in dispersed pattern, Chico Herbison, a former professor of
African American Studies at University of Kansas, who conducted research on
Japanese war brides in Kansas, noted that over 100 Japanese war brides lived in a
small city at the peak timie. While many Japanese war brides settled in Kansas,
Herbison also mentioned that an almost equal number of war brides graeifially |
Kansas and moved elsewhere due to their husband’s military orders or personal
reasons (Herbison and Schultz 1990).

There is no official record of the Japanese women who came to Kansas as

spouses of U.S. servicemen since the end of World War Il. The most relevant

M personal conversations with Chico Herbison, avhsity of Kansas.
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statistics are those that counted the number of Japanese immigrantsngnbhttii

male and female, who lived in Kansas: There were 127 Japanese immigrhats in t
1950s, 519 in the 1950s and 1,584 in the1970s (Herbison and Schultz 1990). The
lack of official records makes it difficult to estimate population trends of waedr

or their distribution patterns in Kansas and other Midwestern states. Despite
uncertainties about demographics and current living situations of Japandselesr

in the Midwestern states, my informal conversations with people who haee clos
relationships with war brides and also with some of my war bride friends cedvinc
me that there still is a significant number of Japanese war brides wha iemai
Midwestern states today.

To begin with, | needed an intermediary who is not only part of the war bride
network, but also is willing to bring me into her circle as her friend. | contactear
bride friend, whom | have known for several years. Once | was introduced to some of
her friends and gained their trust, | was able to schedule interviews wefthveaan
individually. Some of these war bride interviewees referred me to their camal$i
which enabled me to expand my research network in a relatively short period.
Although the snowball method was effective at identifying Japanese war brides
within their social networks, there was no guarantee that all the women Itedntac
would agree to be interviewed. Since | had no idea how many interviewees | could
recruit using this method alone, | needed another way to identify more women who

were not likely to respond to my snowball network.
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Experimentally, | used Kansas phone books and listed Japanese female names
(e.g., Sachiko) with American surnames (e.g., Smith). Some of these women could
be Japanese war brides who were listed as heads of households as a result of divorce
or death of their American husbands. | made phone calls to all prospective
interviewees on the list. When | could not reach them by phone, | mailed thas lette
explaining the research along with a self-addressed, stamped postcard astkien fo
responses. Among these women | contacted, more than a dozen of them were war
brides and some of them agreed to meet with me for interviews. Using a caombinat
of the snowball method with my other personal connections and the phone book
strategy, | estimated there were at least 50 war brides in Kansasatbreore in
other Midwestern states | could contact and possibly interview. With somaspt
| set a goal of interviewing 30 war brides.

After | started reaching out to potential interviewees, | began regemore
rejection than acceptances. Recruiting war bride interviewees was nimdtdtian
identifying the war bride population in the Midwestern states. The rejectowas
higher than | anticipated an experience | discuss more freely at thé thmslahapter.
Despite both expected and unexpected obstacles, | interviewed 20 Japanese war
brides in the U.S. Since Japanese war brides are scattered among ditieseand
communities in various Midwestern states, | traveled frequently to meetitrec
interview, and revisit informants, especially during the spring and summer of 2004

until departing for Okinawa in late 2004.
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Recruiting Okinawan and Japanese Military Wives in Okinawa

Okinawa was my research site in Japan for ethnographic fieldwork and in-
depth interviews with younger generations of Japanese women who are married to or
courting American Gls. Formally referred to as th&l8y Islands, Okinawa is
located at the southernmost tip of Japan in the Pacific Ocean where its d&htal
is closer to Shanghai, China and Taipei in Taiwan than to Tokyo (See Figurel.1).

Figure 1.1. Map of Japan and Okinawa, 2004
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| chose Okinawa as a research site in Japan because of the pervasiverfess of U
military bases and their long-term impact on Okinawa and its people (seeChapt
Within the scope of this project, the high population density of U.S. bases in
Okinawa’s relatively small geographic area increases opportuniti€&kinawan
women and Gls to meet and interact, which in turn facilitates intimate relapsns
between them. Based on these favorable conditions for my research, | @xpatte
Okinawa would provide greater visibility as well as higher accedgibilimy target
population compared with the rest of Japan.

From late October 2004 to April 2005, | traveled to Okinawa and lived in a
base town located in central Okinawa, where U.S. military bases arentated.
Living in a base town provided a unique environment as these military bases and
American Gls are part of the local landscape and part of everyday lifehashe
town offers various local shops and services, including small but numerous
entertainment businesses, such as bars and nightclubs catering to GlsheShaset
town also attracts local Okinawans, tourists from mainland Japan, and immigrant
workers from outside Okinawa, particularly from the Philippines, it wadha ric
ethnographic site for observing cultural, ethnic/racial, sexual, and economitesct
Most important, the base town played a pivotal role in facilitating interrawial a
sexual encounters for Gls and young Japanese women in Okinawa.

In Okinawa, | focused on recruiting a younger generation of women, gyimar
in their 20s and 30s, who had married American Gls during the past two decades,

mostly between 1990s and 2005. Recruiting interviewees in Okinawa initially
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appeared more challenging than recruiting war bride interviewees in theénJ.S.
Kansas, | was in an advantageous position because | was familiar with ginepipo

and local situations; more importantly, | had pre-existing networks thateslave to

use a snowball sampling method to recruit interviewees. In contrast, | had neve
visited Okinawa until my research trip. Prior to my departure, my informatiout a
Okinawa came mostly from books, the Internet, and a few Okinawan friendsn met
the U.S. Due to unfamiliarity with the new environment, including its climate,
geography, culture, and living situations, | spent considerable time adjusting to new
situations and establishing social networks with new people.

An Okinawan friend, who had finished her studies in the U.S. and returned to
Okinawa, came to the airport on my arrival day. She brought me an English
newsletter circulated among U.S. military personnel and their farsti¢i®ned in
Okinawa. My friend pointed to a small personal advertisement seeking new members
for an informal social circle of women married to U.S. servicemen. My networking
began when | contacted the woman who placed the advertisement in the newsletter.
When | explained my research project, she, a young military wife, esquléer
interest and pleasantly invited me to an upcoming event for members.

Once | was connected to the right person and gained access to her social
group, | was able to reach out to a dozen military wives who could be potential
interviewees. As in the U.S., some military wives referred me to thewdgieho

were married to Gls. Some military wives were also members of othaf gomilps
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where Okinawan and Japanese military wives often were meffb&@ne were

formal organizations; others tended to be informal. As | obtained the opportunity to
visit these circles and organizations, | reached more potential interviendading
women who were divorced or separated from their Gl husbdratended group
activities and meetings such as luncheons, workshops, and study groups. Most of
these social occasions were informal, small group settings, with frietmibspheres
where conversation came easily. Many of women | interviewed were meaibers
one or two of these social circles and organizations.

Whenever appropriate, | also approached young Japanese and Okinawan
women | encountered at base town nightspots, such as bars, night clubs, and live
music houses frequented by American 8lSome women | spoke to were military
wives and girlfriends. Others were drawn to the base town to experience an
atmosphere created by American style bars, clubs (e.g., hip hop), and the presence o
“real” Americans. There were also women who came to the base town sfigadifica
search of potential Gl boyfriends. Most of the women | approached at various
nightspots were unwilling to have conversations with me, especially when they found
out my purpose. However, there were a few women who agreed to participate in my
project and promised to meet with me at later dates. Using personal comseci

networks | established in Okinawa and recruiting people by becoming a pdast of t

270 protect privacy and anonymity of the informattavoid providing the descriptions of their
organizational features.

13 Historically, there is a connection between theeb@mwn and rock music in Okinawa. Many
Okinawan rock musicians emerged during the Vietidan era in response to the demands from
American Gls stationed in Okinawa. Today, theeesdill some live music houses in base towns that
continue to attract Gl audience.
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local scene, | interviewed nearly 70 Japanese and Okinawan women by the lgeginnin

of April 2005.

Interviews

For the interviews conducted in the U.S. and Okinawa, | used semi-structured
and open-ended questions. In-depth interviewing each woman individually enabled
me to gather detailed, intimate information that cannot be obtained through large-
scale survey methods (Cook and Fonow 1986). Moreover, a relatively open-ended,
less structured interview technique allowed access to women'’s ideas, thoughts
emotions, and memories in their own words and from their subjective experiences
(Reinharz 1992:19). This strategy worked well for war brides and militeugs
since our conversations often evolved into intimate, sensitive, and emotional
memories and experiences that involved subtlety, nuance, and unvoiced expressions,
which | would not have detected if | had used survey methods.

Most interviews, both in the U.S. and in Okinawa, were face-to-face
conversations. A few interviews were done by telephone when circunstamte
me from meeting informants. The majority of interviewees agreed to have our
conversations tape-recorded for transcription. Interviews usually lasted ftr one
two hours, depending on the informant’s schedule. | conducted interviews primarily
in Japanese; few war bride informants chose to speak in English. For miikasy w
and girlfriends in Okinawa, all interviews were conducted in Japanese. All @wsrvi

with war brides took place in their homes, whereas quite a few women | interviewed
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in Okinawa preferred to meet in public places such as coffee shops or restaurants, or
in my office!* On several occasions, interviews took place at on-base military
housing. In such cases, informants helped me obtain a visitor’'s permit at a base

checkpoint'®

Ethnographic Fieldwork in Okinawa

During my stay in Okinawa, | became friends with Yukie, a young woman
who owns a cozy bar in the base town. With her permission, | used her shop as an
observation and socialization site. Whenever possible, | initiated conversations wi
her patrons, the majority of whom were young enlisted American servicentéhe A
early stage of my fieldwork, Yukie introduced me to her regular Gl custowles
were, according to her, trouble-free and well-behaved at her bar. Asiéffiteq
Yukie’s bar, these patrons gradually accepted me as a regular and mast@agree
meet with me in private settings for interviews.

As a participant observer, | also engaged in conversations with many locals
including: Okinawan shopkeepers in the base town, Okinawan and Japanese
employees working on the military bases, taxi drivers authorized to dride insi
military bases, a local police officer responsible for the base town and/rsgedh an

African American attorney assisting Japanese women with legalsigsvolving their

% Throughout my stay in Okinawa, | was able to useffice space by courtesy of generous people in
a local community who supported my research projé&tie office was located in an old part of the
base town where local retail stores, bars, anduestts formed a shopping arcade for local Okinawan
15 Military ID holders, including their spouses, cddring their friends and families to the military
bases at their own responsibility. As a rule, idders must accompany their guests all the timi unt
they leave the base. However, the rule was naireed as strictly as it was stated. In some ooqasi

| was able to stay on the base freely without ngpesonce | passed through the base checkpoint.
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Gl husbands or boyfriends, staff of the Okinawan women’s cehitair), and a co-
founder of theAmerasiarschool in Okinawa. These people provided viewpoints and
information about current economic situations of the base town, political issues
regarding U.S. military bases in Okinawa, their perceptions of U.S. Gls,land G

Japanese intimacy.

War Bride Interviewees in the U.S.

Of the twenty Japanese war brides | interviewed in the U.S., three of them
were from Okinawa, and the other seventeen were from different regionsnidmalai
Japan. The ages of twenty war bride informants ranged from 68 to 82 years) with a
average age of 73 years at the time of research (see Table 1.1). All intesviewe
experienced the post-war U.S. occupation during their teenage or early adilt year
Nearly two-thirds of the informants met their future American husbands in the 1950s
in Japan and moved to the U.S. shortly after marrying. The rest of the women
married in the 1960s and later came to the U.S. with their husbands.

Table 1.1 Age of war bride interviewees at the time of research, 2002-2004

Age N =20 %
Younger than 70 years 4 20
70-74 years 8 40
78 years or older 8 40
20 100

Most war bride informants were in their late 20s or early 30s, which is
considered past marriageable age when they married their future husbandsgonly a

married while in their early 20s (see Table 1.2). The prolonged war and litsaifie
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created an unfavorable sex ratio between young Japanese women and men, since
many men of marriageable were away, disabled, or deceased. Indeed,asome w
brides mentioned difficulties in meeting potential Japanese marriagerpartrater
marriages among war brides might have affected traditional gendered age
comparability where women tend to be younger than their husbands. While over a
half of war brides were younger than their Gl husbands, the other half of women was
older than their husbands.

Table 1.2 Age of war bride interviewees at the time of marriage

Age N =20 %
Younger than 25 years 5 25
25-30 years 8 40
3lyears or older 7 35
20 100

The racial identities of war brides’ husbands were overwhelmingly white;
only two women married men of color. To the best of my knowledge, at least four to
five more identifiable war brides who married non-white servicemen clyrtes in
Kansas. My war bride friend contacted some of these women, but none agreed to be
interviewed. At the time of interviews, nearly two-thirds of the informawésl Iwith
their husbands; others remained in single ever since their husbands’ deaths. A few
women had divorced their husbands and later married American veterans in the U.S.
(see Table 1.3). The majority of Japanese war brides in this study worked outside
their homes before and after they came to the U.S. However, only a few women were
still employed at the time of interviews. The rest of the informants lgaderally

relaxed lifestyle and spent their spare time doing a variety of scoramunity, and
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family activities with their friends and family. Since most war bridenmiants have
leisure and flexibility in their daily schedules, this allowed me to spemdeatime
with each informant and develop a degree of friendship.

Table 1.3 Marital status of war bride interviewees at the time of researci2002-
2004

Marital status N =20 %
Married 11 55
Single (Widowed) 7 35
Single (Divorced ) 2 10
20 100

Note:? Married includes two women who remarried after divorce.

When | visited war bride informants for interviews, they warmly welcomed
me. Even though it was the first time for me to meet most of these women, they
treated me as if we knew each other well. Conversations over tea, sweets, and
Japanese snacks, which they served, made the tape-recorded interview more informal
and relaxed. Some informants even prepared lunch or dinner for me. They were
willing to talk with me so long as time permitted and often encouraged me to visit
them again. During interviews, some women were more reserved and gavalminim
responses to my questions. Others were open, expressive, and eager to sirale pers
experiences that involved sensitive emotional issues associated witreatar, d
family, marriage, separation, divorce, and relationships with American mee in t
past.

Some stories were heartwarming and amusing, so we shared many laughs.
Others were too painful and emotional to listen to without sharing tears with my

informants. Each woman had a different story and different way to narrate it. Some
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women who were in my parents’ age group, remembered events that occurred more
than a half-century ago, and they particularly impressed me. These wonaadarr
their stories in chronological order, which turned their narratives into sumroéries

their life stories or short biographies.

Military Wife and Girlfriend Interviewees in Okinawa

| interviewed 68 women in Okinawa, including 48 women who married to or
previously married to U.S. servicemen stationed in Okinawa. For the purpose of this
dissertation, | selected 43 women who met the study’s three major caigeia
(between 20s and 30s), the time when their relationships with their husbands
developed (between late 1980s and 2005), and marital status (currently or previously
married to Gls). Among the 43 military wives selected, 38 had intact g&urria
relationships at the time of research while another 5 women were single mothers
raising bi-racial child(ren) after separation or divorce from their Gl mgshaTwo-
thirds of military wives whose relationships were intact were full thmgsewives
and relied primarily on their husbands’ incomes for costs of living. All theesing|
mothers worked outside their homes to earn a living; none were receiving child
support from their children’s fathers regularly at the time of interviews.
Approximately two-thirds of the 43 interviewees are native Okinawans; shefrthe
women are identified as “mainlanders” who were born and grew up in various regions

of mainland Japan.
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The majority of the 43 military wife informants were in their 30s, ranging in
age from 24 to 39, with an average age of 31 years at the time of research (see Table
1.4). There were age discrepancies between Japanese women and their Gl husbands.
In my sample, as Table 1.5 shows, more than half the military wives werelader t
their husbands. Sixty percent of military wives married enlisted Marineshwi
characteristic of a Gl-Japanese marriage pattern in Okinawa whisted marines
represent the largest military personnel by far (see Table 2.2 in Chapk¢os).
Marines in Okinawa are young, between the age of 18 and 22 whose first overseas
experience happened to be Okinawa and are stationed in Okinawa for a short period
(Akibayashi and Takazato 2009:262). Not coincidentally, two-thirds of the wives of
Marines in Okinawa are older than their husbands.

Table 1.4 Age of war bride interviewees and their Gl husbands at the tienof
research, 2004-2005

Age Military Wives Gl Husbands
N =43 N =43
Younger than 25 years 1 2 7 16
25-29 years 7 16 14 33
30-34 years 26 61 12 28
35 years or older 9 21 10 23
43 100 % 43 100 %

Another distinctive feature of Gl-Japanese marriage in Okinawa isvives
tend to have higher educational attainments than do their Gl husbands. As Table 1.5
shows, 80% of the women have education beyond high school including technical
colleges, 2 year colleges, 4 year colleges, and graduate school. Thereswenarat

informants who spent time traveling abroad prior to their marriages, patirg in
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home-stay programs, or attending schools, particularly in the U.S. Compared with
the high educational backgrounds among their wives, GIs’ educational attainments
were minimal. Although almost all Gl husbands completed high school, fewer than
20% of the husbands completed education above high school (see Table 1.5).

Table 1.5 Educational attainment of military wives and their Gl husbands,
2004-2005

Highest Education Military Wives Gl Husbands
Achieved

N =43 N =43
4 year college or higher 10 23 45 12
2 year college 24 56 42 5
High school 9 21 35 81
Less than High school 0 0 1 2

43 100 % 43 100 %

Note:aAmong seven Gl husbands who attained 4 year co(ldg8) and 2 year college (N=2)
education, three of them used Gl Bill to attendeg@ education, which indicates that they had only
high school degree at the time of enlistment.

Racial identities of GI husbands were more diverse than those of war bride
informants; whites (53%), however, still are the largest racial gfo@ne major
change was that non-white Gls, especially African Americans (28%g,tigh
marriage rates, followed by Hispanic (14%) and Asian Americans &8é)Table
1.6). As I discuss in Chapter 5, shifts in racial compositions among Gl husbands may
be attributed partly to changes in consumption patterns and tastes among Japanese
young people, especially those who began embracing a newly arrived America

culture associated with hip-hop music in the late 1980s.

1% For those women who were single at the time ofriterview due to divorce or separation, | counted
the race of their previous partner.
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Table 1.6 Racial identity of Military Wives’ husbands, 2002-2004

Race N =43 %
White 23 53
Black 12 28
Hispanic 6 14
Asian 2 5
43 100

In addition to 43 military wives, | used another 18 women'’s interview data as
supplemental sources. Among these 18 women, 10 (“military girlfriends®& wer
involved in romantic relationships with GI boyfriends at the time of interviews; 8
women (“ex-military girlfriends”) did not have military partners, buitsdilwomen
had been engaged in relationships with Gls in the past. Military girlfriesdis
become involved in relationships with Gls recently, mostly within the past targ.ye
These women were at varying stages of commitment in their relationships: some
planned to marry their GI boyfriends and others had just begun dating Gls. Most of
the ex-military girlfriends, by contrast, were either activel\kseeGIl boyfriends or
waiting for opportunities to meet Gls. Since Gl-Japanese intimacy is amgngoi
process in Okinawa, including these women’s personal experiences and the views of

Gls enhances narratives of military wives.

Archival Data
Historical and contemporary documentation of issues related to the U.S.
military in Okinawa are collected at public and university libraries, cillyanehives,

and women’s resource centefsr(ru). These institutions hold many local
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publications contributed by Okinawan scholars, writers, and social organizations,
which provide insiders’ viewpoints. Also many featured documents and articles
focusing on various aspects of U.S. militarization in Okinawa and in a globaktonte
address broad and gender-specific issues that are often overlooked byea@instr
scholarship and media on mainland Japan. | also visited museums and histasical site
that not only provided visual and written information about Okinawa’s rich cultures
and histories, but also on the tragic history of Okinawa, including the Japanese
colonization, the Battle of Okinawa, and the U.S. continuing military occupation.

There are many English publications available for American readers i
Okinawa. These publications such as entertainment guidebooks, military rewslett
and brochures, military marriage handbooks, and yellow pages, provide a gariety
information for American military community. These publications helped me look
into various aspects of military life in Okinawa. The military operated neaih as
a daily newspapeRacific Stars & Stripegsand military radio and TV provided
various information from the perspectives of the U.S. military, which helped me
monitor military events and activities that might affect my research.

After completing data collection in Okinawa, | went to mainland Japan and
stayed one month before returning to the U.S. During my stay, | conducted library
and archival research, mostly at the National Diet Library (NDL) in ®oky
Microfilm copies of GHQ/SCAPS (General Headquarters/Supreme Commander
the Allied Powers) records contain historical information on Japan and Japanese

people from the perspectives of U.S. occupiers during the immediate postwar
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occupation period’ These records consist of approximately 340,000 microfilmed
versions of documents ranging from top-secret letters, newspapersardictl survey
results, to personal memos issued during the occupation period.

Information from Japanese publications including historical documents,
literatures, scholarly journals, and statistical data to investigate grostiations
between Japan, the U.S. and Okinawa was important. | also studied Japanese popular
magazines and newspapers of the early postwar period. These sources aided
understanding societal reactions to the American presence in Japan, shetfica
interracial dating and marriage between Gls and Japanese women, frapahesg
people’s viewpoint. Most materials | collected in Okinawa and on the mainland were
written in Japanese language by native Japanese or Okinawan authors. These
materials increased access to a variety of historical and contemgocanyents that
are not available in English or in the U.S. Japanese and English publications made it

possible for me to convey both insider and outsider perspectives.

Data Analysis
Qualitative researchers often use inductive strategies for analyzagrih
coding as an analytic tool to locate key themes, patterns, ideas, and condepts wit

data (Charmaz 2004; Hesse-Biber and Leavy 2004). This inductive approach requires

" GHQ /ISCAP records (RG331) consist of a varietgafuments from important official documents,
newspaper articles, to memos issued during thepadizun period under supervision of General
Headquarters/Supreme Commander for the Allied Paw&hese documents are stored in over 10,000
boxes in the National Archives in the U.S. Midimoed versions are created for the purpose of
making GHQ /SCAP records accessible at National Digrary in Japan. There are approximately
340,000 microfilmed pieces of GHQ /SCAP documents.
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the researcher to study data thoroughly, until themes and concepts emerge (Hesse
Biber and Leavy 2004). | used an inductive strategy to organize and analyze my
interview data. The method shaped interpretation of the data through examining
stories and experiences from informants’ point of view (Charmaz 2004).

To analyze interview data, | began by transcribing all interview matesiad
the same languages of the interviews. The majority of the interviewees used
Japanese. For these interviews, | used Japanese language to transcribe z&xd analy
data, without translating into English. Using the original language througteut
data analysis process prevented me from losing subtle, implicit, and cultural
meanings informants expressed in their narratives. Certain phrases and words
especially culturally grounded expressions, often cannot be translated intshEngli
which made the writing process in English challenging. | focused on conuéging
meanings of what informants’ narratives intended to express as much as possible
rather than on translating their narratives literally. After transonpt created
descriptive codes for the exact words of my informants followed by the npxfste
coding, which allowed me to develop a set of analytical categories basad on
insights and interpretation (Hesse-Biber and Leavy 2004:412; Ramghanod
Holland 2002). This process of developing more abstract and conceptual categorie
enables researchers “to synthesize, to explain, and to understandifiteeahd to

identify patterned relationships within it” (Charmaz 2004: 497).
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Limitations: Recruiting Interviewees in the U.S. and Okinawa

With two groups of women in my research, | had different experiences and
challenges for each group. For the war bride interviewees, similar tostioslars
who did research on Asian war brides in the U.S., this research was based on “small
scale, location-specific, unrepresentative samples” (Saenz, Hwanggaince
1994). Difficulties of identifying and recruiting war brides, who are seatte
throughout the country, give researchers little choice. Similar to others (Glenn 1986;
Herbison and Schultz 1990; Schnepp and Yui 1955; Strauss 1972), | relied mainly on
personal networking and expected to recruit participants within a specdityoc
However, word-of-mouth along with my personal network enabled me to reach
women living in different parts of Kansas and other Midwestern states. Tpeslhe
me avoid relying exclusively on a small group of war brides living in the same
community, which in turn reduced the likelihood that informants would be identified
easily by other participants. Nonetheless, confidentiality remaingoa issue in this
study.

As | mentioned earlier, | initially set a goal of recruiting 30 intexaes for
each group of women, war brides and military wives. However, the rejection rate
among war brides was higher than | anticipated. Other researchers whie\ved
war brides also noted the difficulty of recruiting potential subjects (seef 2000;
Herbison and Schultz 1990). | received more rejections than acceptances from war
brides when | contacted them directly or through my intermediary. Someides br

simply said they were too busy to meet me. Others gave no explanations; but were
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reticent and indicated they were not interested in the project. Women whdyinitial
agreed to participate in the study but later changed their minds were alsie Hota
Some of these women changed their minds after they talked about this project to their
husbands or friends and started conceiving of me as a potential troublemaker to their
private lives. Others simply stopped answering or returning my phone calls.

There were also war brides who reacted suspiciously toward me bdoayise t
assumed | would exploit their personal stories for my benefit. These wonusdte
to link interviews to commercialized book publication and interpreted my research as
potentially harmful to individual war brides who shared their stories and to the war
bride community. They assumed my research would misrepresent thes atut
reinforce negative perceptions of war brides. Some women’s negative reactions to
my research were attributed to a Japanese TV documentary featurgxpkfieences
of war brides living in the U.& Many informants knew the documentary, but none
of them liked it.

One told me that her circle of war bride friends was quite upset about the way
they were portrayed in the film by the Japanese media. Other inforatmsis/ed
that war brides were depicted as pitiful victims of their marriages taidame
soldiers. One informant commented: “They [Japanese documentary producers]
picked someone who lived in poverty and misery in a trailer house for interview as a

representative of us. She could not speak either Japanese or English fluentle” Thes

'8 There were 26 women who initially agreed to péptite in the study. However, 6 of them later
changed their minds and decided to withdraw froengtudy.

¥ The documentary entitled)mi O Wattata Hanayometa¢HBrides who crossed the Pacific Ocean)
was in part shot in Kansas and broadcasted byakgol Television in 1985 (Wiliams1992).
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women blamed the documentary for reinforcing negative images and steseaftype
war brides among the general public in Japan. The film also influenced wat brides
perceptions of “professionals” who investigate, interpret, and report “findadgsit

war brides in their own ways, which might explain some women'’s reluctance to
participate in my researéfl. Considering the stigma attached to women associated
with American servicemen in postwar Japan (see Chapter 2), the high rejetetion ra
among war brides convinced me that they continue to bear an emotional burden of
their past memories, even after more than a half century.

Unlike situations with war bride informants in the U.S., | had few rejections
and ambiguous responses from military wives | contacted in Okinawa. Most women
| met on various occasions expressed genuine interest in my project and said they
wanted to learn about other military wives’ situations through participating. IOnce
established a network, reaching my goal of recruiting 30 military wissmuch
easier than recruiting 20 war bride interviewees in the U.S. The proceskoficgl
data was successful, but there were several issues | had to negotiate and make
decisions for the best results.

My original research plan in Okinawa was to collect all data, including 30
interviews and historical and contemporary documents on issues of gender, sexuality,

intimacy, and the U.S. military, in three months. Time passed quickly in the field; at

2 Herbison told me that recruiting war bride papanits living in Kansas for a documentary film
“Quiet Passages” was also affected by the samandapaVV documentary. Because he and his
production crews were unable to find sufficient foemof war bride participants in the film, they
filmed a group interviews with war brides’ childrémersonal conversations with Herbison at
University of Kansas).
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one point, | had to make a decision whether to withdraw from the field and return to
the U.S. This was not an easy decision. By the end of the third month in Okinawa, |
had become familiar with my new environment and was reaching wider social
networks. | extended my stay in Okinawa for another two months to benefit from
friendships and networks | had established. Although the changes in my original
schedule affected future plans, the result was positive: | could interview i@arl
women before leaving the field. However, this also created problems.

For one thing, | had an overwhelming number of tape-recorded interviews to
be transcribed, categorized, and analyzed. Each interview lasted betweemu&3 mi
and 120 minutes. Transcribing all the tape-recorded interviews took much longer
than | anticipated. Furthermore, the large sample size createdepdiscy in the
number of participants between contemporary military wives (N = 43) andndas
(N = 20). Instead of reducing the sample of contemporary women to half its size, |
decided to use all interview data. This prevented me from making decisions as to
whom to include and whom to leave out of in the study. The substantial numbers of
younger generation of interviewees enabled me to see a general trdntbpbGese
intimacy in present day Okinawa.

Extended fieldwork in Okinawa also enabled me to interview more women
who had different patterns of relationships with Gls and use these women’s imtervie
data as supplemental sources. These women included single mothers of bi-racial
children fathered by GI husbands or boyfriends and women who had out-of-wedlock

children; women who were in courting relationships with Gls; and women who were
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actively looking for Gl partners. Inclusion of these stories added more diveces voi

from women in contemporary Okinawa.
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Chapter 2
Racialized, Gendered and Sexualized Experience:
U.S. Occupation and Early Postwar Japan

Prologue

On August 15, 1945, the Japanese people heard their “divine monarch”
Emperor Hirohito’s voice for the first time, announcing Japan’s surrender to the
Allied powers through a radio broadcast (Bailey 1996; Behr 189B) the time of
Japan’s surrender, hundreds of American air raids, which started in the early 1940s,
and two atomic bombs had caused huge civilian casualties, homelessness, and the
devastation of millions of homes and buildings in targeted cities (Allinson 1997;
Bailey 1996 With Japan’s unconditional surrender, Allied occupation of Japan
began, lasting until 1952 in mainland Japan and until 1972 in Okiffawa.

Although the Allied occupation force was composed not only of the U.S. but
also of ten more nations, the U.S. dominated the occupation from the dByrtate
1945, some 430,000 U.S. troops were stationed in Japan, overshadowing other Allied
military presencé® The U.S. also controlled most of the important positions in the

core administrative organ, Supreme Commander for the Allied Power (SA#d), a

% Though it was controversial, the U.S. occupatiotherity decided to preserve the Imperial system
and retain Hirohito as a “puppet leader of Japattiar than prosecuting him as a war criminal (Sakai
2006:181). Under the new Japanese Constitutienzthperor was defined as a “symbol of the state
and of the unity of the people” with only ceremdmawers (Behr 1990:362).

% For a detailed postwar history of Japan, includintjural and socioeconomic conditions, also see
Arai (1988), Dower (1999), Gordon (1993), and Taker(1988, 2002).

% The U.S. administrated the occupation of Japderdiiitly between mainland Japan and Okinawa.
See Appendix: History of Okinawa.

% The Allied powers were originally composed of Htions, including the Allied Four Power
Commission (the U.S., Britain, the Soviet Uniond @ime Republic of China), which was established
for occupied Germany, and India, Australia, Newlded, Canada, France, the Netherlands, and the
Philippines (Takemae 2002:98).
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referred to as General Headquarters (GHQ) (Allinson 1997; Takemae?200&h
an overwhelming U.S. military presence and monopoly on power in occupied Japan,

the Allied occupation became synonymous Witls.occupation.

Occupation of Japan as the “White Man’s Burden”

Some historians called the occupation of Japan the “White Man’s Burden,”
since it was white conquers, specifically American victors, who dictateabifieal
and economic agendas aimed at demilitarizing and democratizing the cahquere
“Oriental” people of Japan (see Dower 1999; Koshiro 1999; Perry 1980). According
to Hamer (2008), the “White Man’s Burden” is understood as the responsibility of
white races to guide non-Western, “backward” people toward a moreeiilay of
life. Non-western peoples were referred to as “children” who were wadtihg
developed and civilized by white “adults” (Hamer 2008).

Similarly, U.S. occupiers used an adult-child analogy in which the Japanese
people as a whole were perceived as a “boy” of twelve in “his” developmeng, whil
the Anglo-Saxon was an adult male (Bailey 1996). To American occupiers, one of
their responsibilities as adults was to evangelize the American wig tf the

Japanese from a European colonial idealist goal of a “civilizing” themy(Perr

% While the Soviet Union contributed 70,000 troopd ¢éhe British Commonwealth (Britain,
Australia, New Zealand, and India) with 40,000 frecthe remaining Allied nation, China, failed to
contribute any military forces toward the Japar@smipation because of the outbreak of civil war at
home (see Takemae 2002:93-94).

% American General, Douglas MacArthur, exercise@ gawer and command in every aspect of
occupation policies as the Supreme Commander éoAllred Power (Buhite 2008; Takemae 2002).
27 See the Kipling Society web sitet{p://www.kipling.org.uk) for Rudyard Kipling’s poeniThe
White Man’s Burden
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1980:xiii).>® Dower (1999:23) also notes that Japan exhibited exoticism as “a pagan,
‘Oriental’ society,” which attracted a “messianic fervor by whienfrwho were self-
righteously and enthusiastically engaged in a “Christian miséfon.”

The ideological concept of “White Man’s Burden” highlighted the racidlize
process of Orientalization, which justified the inevitability of occupation pdiddy
the superior white race. Koshiro (1999:16) points out that the U.S. used the concept
of white supremacy as the manipulative instrument to make the Japanese daccept
‘proper’ sense of relations between the white victor and the colored vanquished.”
Defined by U.S. occupiers, this new power relationship made the Japanese people
comply with occupation reforms and policies at home while legitimizing a new
American (white) leadership in Asia, replacing the Japanese (non-whitggrfor

colonizer (Koshiro 1999).

Castration of Japan and the Gendered Occupation

With its emphasis on white supremacy, the “White Man’s Burden” reinforced
the Orientalization of Japanese people, who were simultaneously racialized,
gendered, and sexualized by the American victors in the context of the emcupat
This Orientalization process shaped Japanese men’s and women’s postwar

experiences differently, which has complicated the genderless and monolabesim

28 Historically, the idea of the “White Man’s Burderténtering on an assumption of superiority of
Western civilization and the white race over a mdrite populous, had been a crucial aspect of
Western expansionism and colonization in the newtecentury and before (Perry 1980).

2 Dower (1999) notes that Americans’ crusading zaalizing the Japanese and carrying out its
Christian mission there did not exist in occupiegti@any because the Germans lacked racial and
religious “exoticism” that the Japanese people ikl

50



of U.S. occupation of Japan. Japan’s defeat meant the symbolic castration of
Japanese men by their white conquerors, who not only viewed Oriental male
chauvinism as a threat to global security but also as a feudalistic gettieppressor
of Japanese women. Japanese women were represented as victims of a domestic
patriarchy who needed to be liberated “as recipients of Americanllfbermist
tutelage” (Yoneyama 2005:892), while these women were simultaneously pdrceive
as sexual objects for the occupation troops.

The demilitarization of Japan was, figuratively, a castration of Japanes
both outside and inside Japan. Japan lost its military power in Asia, while its&vart
heavy industry, symbolizing masculine power, was forced to close (Allinson ¥997).
In addition to their relinquishment of militarized masculine power and production,
Japanese men also lost sovereignty in their traditionally male domainsticgpol
administrative, and economic spheres, which contributed to the reconstruction of the
traditional gender relationships. Koikari (2005) argues that a crucialtadpec
Japan’s democratization was to liberate oppressed Japanese women fiemafOri
male chauvinism.” The occupation gender reforms emphasized the legaladspect
equality between men and women, who lacked rights of access to education,
employment, and political representation and participation (Allinson 1997; Nishi

1985; Morosawa 1971; Nagahara and Yoneda 1496).

30 A forced closure of Japan’s heavy industry afféctapan’s economic recovery and also imposed the
economic isolation from international markets (Adlon 1997).

31 The new civil code abolished women'’s subordinatimpatriarchy in the home and preferential
treatment for men (e.g., inheritance practicesplso regulated parental power over a child ingig
affairs such as marriage (see Allinson 1997; NI&85; Morosawa 1971; Nagahara and Yoneda
1996). It is remarkable to note that the occupadiothority granted Japanese women suffrage while it
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On one level, women gained more access to public life through paid
employment, political participation, and new social networks outside the family.
Theoretically, women’s new circumstances would help Japanese women improve
their socioeconomic status in postwar Japan (Liddle and Nakajima 2000:160). In
reality, however, the devastation of the country forced a majority of women to focus
on daily survival. Although a shortage of food and other resources affected almost
the entire population, children and women (especially young women, who lost their
parents during the war, and widows with children) were most vulnerable to casditi

in early post-war Japan (Tanaka 2002).

The Arrival of Occupation Forces

Prior to the arrival of Allied forces, Japan’s leading newspajsahi Shinbun
(Asahi Newspaper), published an article that provided Japanese women gender-
specific “instructions” on how to behave when encountering occupation troops.
While Japanese people were discouraged from having direct contact with amtupat
troops, women were warned “not to lose pride as ‘Japanese women’ and always stay
on the alert” Asahi Shinburi945). Women were also instructed “not to dress
provocatively and never nurse their children in public” so as to avoid unwanted
attention from occupation troop&gahi Shinburi945). Widespread rumors of
anticipated gang rapes of Japanese women by occupation forces drove many wome

and their children in large cities to flee to the countryside (Duus 1979).

members continued to debate whether to grant gi&ffta American women in the U.S. at that time
(Koikari 2005).
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Several of the Japanese women | interviewed shared their observations and
personal experiences of the immediate postwar period, including the arrival of
occupation troops. Miyako was thirteen years old when the war ended. Miyako said
she was aware that Allied occupation forces were coming to her region becdese of t
rumor of anticipated sexual assaults by occupation forces. Her fathdredéimily
to lock all the doors and windows of the house and to stay inside quietly during the
early occupation days.

Miyako mentioned that her house was located in close proximity to the red-
light district, which worried her father about his daughters. She saw Ame fma
the first time when they started appearing in her neighborhood:

We lived just a few of blocks away from a red-light district. | saw Anaeric

soldiers, who were passing by on the street in jeeps or by foot right in front of

my house... They were going to the prostitution houses. The street was very

narrow, the seeing the American jeeps in traffic scared me. This wasthe f

time that | had seen jeeps (automobiles)....

Miyako noted that American Gls driving through her neighborhood gave chewing
gum to Japanese children. American Gls, throwing chewing gum, chocolate, or
cigarettes to Japanese people from their jeeps, are commonly remembesad post
scenes by older generations of Japanese. To some Japanese, this was eshasmber
a friendly gesture by Americans, who liked children, and gave away Aameric
sweets. To other Japanese, it was symbolic of an occupation that made allelapane
people (from children to adults) into “beggars” without pride (Takami 1959).

Like Miyako, Natsu witnessed the arrival of occupation forces in her home

region in Japan. She lived in one of the “fortunate” regions that escaped Allied air
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raids during the war and her family did not have trouble finding food. “I did not
really feel that the war was actually going on,” said Natsu. Howevertritial ®f
occupation troops in her area convinced Natsu of Japan’s defeat and its consequence
Natsu clearly remembered a stream of American military tanksackbstpassing
ceaselessly on a highway near her neighborhood. She mentioned that the military
procession to the U.S. camp caused loud noises lasting all day long.
Natsu also told me that major buildings such as department stores, hospitals
and hotels in her city were confiscated by Allied forces for their own use, which i
her eyes meant “there were occupation soldiers everywhere in town!” In hevgros
recollection, Natsu had a vivid memory of the so-called “Black Cat,” an Africa
American paratroop that came to her city:
Well, they were all black [soldiers] and they were called “Black Cats.
Everybody wore a black-cat-patch on his uniform. All of them were black...
And, at the middle of the night, they came out to the town [from their camp].
We could not see them well. They were wicked because they threw stones at
streetlights and broke them. This made the town dark, so it was even more
difficult to see them... There was a rumor that women might be raped. It
became dark around 8:30pm in the summer, so we were told not to go outside
after dark. If it was absolutely necessary for us to go out at night, we had to
walk together in a group of 3 or’4.
Because of the behavior of the Black Cats, especially in the early daysupbton,
people in the city stereotypically viewed all black servicemen as “dang)é

According to Natsu, this was a major reason why there were few Japamese

who married black Gls in her city.

32 Natsu also mentioned that Gls came to a Japanéagsboehood with the hope of exchanging
chocolates and chewing gums for a Japanese flayi@sor’s regalia. Perry (1980) noted that
souvenir hunting was a popular activity among AemiGls and “Gl shoppers,” who sought
kimonos, swords, and battle flags, even in theyedal/s after their initial landing.
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Sawada Miki, a founder of the Elizabeth Summers Home in Japan, stated that
the black soldiers in Natsu’s home city had “one of the worst” reputatioosgthe
black soldiers stationed in Japan, which made it difficult for “part-Negrdrem? to
live without resentment from the local residents (Trumbull 1967:283). As | discuss in
Chapter 3, in addition the stereotype of black soldiers as being dangerous, white
racism against black Gls in the military contributed to shaping Japames@tiens

of black Gls and their Japanese lovers.

The Conquered Bodies and Sexuality: Institutionalization of Prostitubn

From the perspectives of Japanese authorities, a major issue was protection of
Japanese women from anticipated mass rapes by U.S. occupation forces.yAs man
historians and scholars noted, Japanese fears and anxieties about Amaetieesi sol
sexual behavior mirrored Japanese soldiers’ atrocities in the resentJppanese
soldiers committed countless brutal crimes against civilians, includirggrgaes of
local women in Japanese-occupied territories in Asian countries (Duus 18K9; Hi
1995; Koshiro 1999; Tanaka 2002; Watanabe 1895jhe Japanese Imperial Army
institutionalized “military sexual slavery” involving “comfort womenigun lanfy
during World War 1, forcing hundreds of Asian women into its system to “cofnfort
Japanese armies stationed overseas (Hicks 1995; Oh 2001; Watanabe 1995).

Similar to Imperial Japan’s institutionalized sexual slavery, Japanes

authorities in occupied Japan organized licensed sexual establishments, knosvn as t

% The Rape of Nanjin in 1937 is particularly noteseamong the military sexual violence and crimes
that Japanese military committed during the wartime
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Rest and Amusement Association (RAA), for Allied occupation troops. While the
comfort women system was created to sustain Japanese soldiers’ morale and
discipline and to protect Japanese soldiers from venereal diseases, tveaBRAA
designed to protect Japan’s “respectable” women from militarized Igbxeats by
Western powers (Molasky 1999; Watanabe 1995). Commaodification of women’s
bodies and sexualities began as an institutionalized national projectfthand
administrated by the Japanese government. Lie (1997:251) argues thpbatiesda
state functioned as a “pimp” in the 1940s, for its role in controlling women’s bodies
and sexualities. Lie’s argument suggests that U.S. occupation authodtrex d
completely dismantle Japan’s patriarchal apparatus. Instead, Japanes@svo
bodies became politicized, militarized sexual objects in new postwar pdatgns
between Japan and the U.S.

Former Japanese prostitutgejshasand bar hostesses, who served their
“‘own” men prior to Japan’s surrender, were initially recruited in the name of
“national security” (Takemae 200%).However, a shortage of these “professional”
women caused authorities to target ordinary women, particularly poor women who
might be willing to work for the RAA in exchange for food, shelter, and the promise
of a high income. A large signboard with the following text appeared in downtown
Tokyo to recruit prospective female workers:

To new Japanese womeras.part of urgent national facilities to deal with the
postwar, we are seeking the active cooperation of new Japanese women to

3 Interestingly and ironically, a first group of Ja@se women who volunteered to work at the RAA
were granted “official thanks” for their patrioacrifice in front of the Imperial Palace (Takemae
2002:68).
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participate in the great task of comforting the occupation force... Feffae

clerks(my emphasis added), aged between eighteen and twenty-five.

Housing, clothing, and food supplied (Dower 1999:126-127).

A similar RAA’s advertisement was placed in a Japanese newspaper wisich wa
translated into English and even quoted in an article ilNgve York Times'Wanted
immediately--calling for 300Q@eishagirls for entertaining occupation troops. Girls
with experience will be given superior treatment. Those without experiemceillls

do. Conveniences will be offered in case travel is necessary. After costsapied,

not only food, but also livelihood, is guaranteed. High income” (United Press 1945).

Japanese women who responded to the RAA’s call were mostly uprooted

women, especially those who were severely affected by the war afteritsadh.

The RAA's subsistence offer (housing, clothing, and food) was undenialagtivty

to women in dire economic conditions. These women'’s bodies and sexual labor were
euphemistically defined as “female breakwaters” (or floodwalls)eir role in

blocking the sexual desires of occupation troops before they reached:tadxge
Japanese women (Duus 1979; Molasky 1999; Tanaka 2002). This rationale suggests
that the RAA was not only reflects a gendered and sexualized aspeteafasitrol

over Japanese women, but also a classist bias.

The anonymous women used as “breakwaters” in postwar Japan were
comparable to women whom Hegarty (2008) calls “patriotutes.” According to
Hegarty, “patriotutes” were wartime women in the U.S. who fulfilledr thatriotic
duty to their nation during World War Il by providing services that would sustain

military morale. However, Hegarty also mentions that these womenstgmeatized
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as promiscuous and their sexualities were kept under céntktegarty (2008:5)
argues that “patriotutes” represents an unstable, dualistic feexalalisy which was
paradoxically “represented by both the sexually dangerous (female) indigittial
the sexually alluring (female) morale builder, who became conflatiddeach
other.” In both cases, “patriotic’ women who responded to their nation’s call in
wartime U.S. and in occupied Japan were institutionalized and manipulated by
patriarchal states to fill designated sexual roles while also begmatized.

For American occupiers, Japanese women’s sexual services at the R&AA we
to borrowing Duus’ book titleGifts from the Defeate(iny translation). As Kanzaki
(1974) notes, in no other country other than Japan did the government command
police to recruit hundreds of thousands of their women as prostitutes for occupation
troops. Within six months of the war’s end, the RAA alone employed more than
2000 comfort women and “dancers,” working in approximately forty establishments,
to provide “entertainment and amusement” for occupation forces (Tanaka 2002:155;
Hicks 1994:1615%° In the early period of the occupation, occupation society was, as
Perry (1980:187) claims, essentially “masculine” where “drinking, wigoiand

souvenir hunting were among the most popular activities” for servicemen.

% According to Hegarty (2008:1), the term “patriguwas originally coined by a physician, Otis
Anderson at the U.S. Public Health Service, to des¢women who entertained the troops in order to
maintain morale, stigmatized numerous young womkea kad responded to their nation’s call to
support the war effort.”

% According to Tanaka (2002:155), the estimateddked number of prostitutes and comfort women
who were employed by known facilities, including RAperated brothels and other establishments,
was approximately 10,000 in the Tokyo area alorteeatnd of 1945.
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Kanzaki (1974:137) portrays vividly RAA’s first comfort statigdgmachien
which was flooded with American Gls as early as August 30, 1945, just two days
after their landing:

At the entrance gate gfomachienmany soldiers holding money in their

hands were lining up in a long line and they were making a fuss in the

incomprehensible language (Englisidomachiers garden and entrance

areas were filled with the soldiers who were impatiently waiting fir th

turns. Alas...what a shameful “comfort” scene it was. The quarters were

partitioned merely by folding screens and even the hallways were used to

handle a large number of Gl clients. There were no beds or futons and
everything was exposed to the public gaze. A sense of shame inherent to
human beings was completely suppressed and animal-like intercourse was
shamelessly performed before the gaze of others (my translation).
Kanzaki (1974:138) further reports that each comfort woman took at least 15 and as
many as 60 occupation clients per day wiemachierbegan providing services to
occupation forces.

In hisJapan Diary Gayn (1948), reported on th&ernational Palacethe
largest RAA-operated brothel in the Tokyo atédrom his perspective as a U.S.
journalist, Gayn described the International Palace as “one of the itemdariae in
the damning record of Japan’s efforts to seduce the Army of Occupation away from
its purpose” (p. 212). He also depicted the brothel owner’s exploitive management of
some 250 young Japanese women, who became enslaved by debts accumulated

through personal purchases at the brothel store. Partly because of hidiSiriasa

Gayn made no explicit comments on GIs’ sexual behavior, which dehumanized

3" Thelnternational Palacevas originally converted from a munitions facttinat used to produce

war materials during the war. Gayn visited lifernational palaceon May 21, 1946, shortly after the
U.S. Army placed all prostitution facilities “ofinhits” to Gls because of the widely spread VD among
them.
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Japanese women. Instead, Gayn blamed only the Japanese patriarcha wfficial
made their “own women” available. Furthermore, Orientalist perceptionsar As
women as exotic, sexually available and alluring justified the impulses®iyl
homesick young Gls who were susceptibleaductionby these underprivileged
Japanese girls.

In the context of U.S. militarized occupation, Japanese women were doubly
Orientalized and utilized by local patriarchy and Western masculine power.
Occupation authorities abolished all licensed brothels, including RAA comfort
stations, based on Western humanitarian missions of “liberation” for Japanesa wom
from sexual slavery representing Japan’s feudalistic customs. Theesobddarothels
was, in reality, due to concerns for the high rates of venereal diseasen(¢bBj &Is
(Tanaka 2002; Nagahara and Yoneda 1996).

While this was indeed liberation from enslaved prostitution, the U.S. also
moved some 150,000 Japanese women out of their jobs (Tanaka 2002). These
women, who had been recruited for a “national patriotic mission,” were turned out
into the streets without financial support or rehabilitation, either from frenédae
government or from occupation authorities. Out of desperation, many of these former
prostitutes went to the streets, which contributed to emergence of the new

phenomenon of street prostitutes, derogatorily cadéetpan

% The SCAP/GHQ issued the memorandum on January@25, which states “the maintenance of the
prostitution is controversies of the ideal of demagy and...the development of individual freedom
throughout the nation,” which emphasizes humaritacause of their decision (see “Abolition of
Licensed Prostitution in Japan,” JNDL CollectiorjiGQ/SCAP records, Box No. 5250, Sheet No.
CIE(A)-01643, Prostitution 1946/01-1949/08.

60



Panpan: Street Prostitutes as a Postwar Phenomenon

Unlike conventional Japanese prostitutes who were secluded in quarters
within designated red-light districts, street prostitutegampanbecame visible to the
public, especially in urban centers and around U.S. military bases. Japanesesv
sexualities moved from the private arena to public spheres where they weifeere
easily by their striking appearances, associated with bright kpstdorful clothes,
nail polish, high heels, permed hair, and behaviors such as smoking cigarettes (Dower
1999; Tanaka 2002). The Japanese people’s reactipaspanwere ambivalent
and contradictory: “admiration and disdain, pity and envy, fear and desire”qfjola
1999:104). While these women were often portrayed as tragic figures of theupost
period, of deserving public sympathy; they were also accused of promisutity a
having desires that threatened traditional Japanese male authority aaditygexd
gender roles (Molasky 1999).

| asked war bride interviewees about their postwar memories, emphasizing
views ofpanpan Midori was 13 years old when the war ended. During the war,
Midori was one of millions of urban residents who evacuated to rural areas to escape
from the massive air raids targeting large citfesdidori’'s memories of the end of
the war were associated with frequent air raids, sirens, underground shettds, a

29s dropping tons of bombs that turned schools, factories, and houses, including hers,

39 Millions of urban residents evacuated to the couside to escape from bombing raids that began to
attack large cities such as Tokyo and Osaka inlAgd2. The mass exodus of city residents in Tokyo
dropped its population from 7 million in 1940 tavier than 3 million in 1945 (see Allinson 1997:42-
43, 46-47).

61



to ashed? Food became extremely scarce in the immediate postwar period,
according to Midori, her family’s diet was still much better than that ofrothe
Japanese people, especially war survivors in the cities.

After the war, Midori resumed school in a city, where U.S. occupation forces
confiscated a Japanese military airfield for their own use. Since Midmiiiool was
located in that city, she often saw American Gls, and (as she hesitanthypced)
“panpangirls,” on her way to school and back home:

They [panpar] were sticking together like this (she leaned slightly toward

me). And, they looked really gaudy...they wore loud clothes, something the

ordinary women wouldn’t wear at that time.When my friends and | walked
past them, we couldn’t help looking back at them over our shoulders [out of
curiosity]. And then, they shouted at us in a rough language: “Hey you, what
are you looking at? You should thank us for saving you!”
| asked Midori, “What did they mean when they said, “You should thank us for
saving you’'?” She replied directly, “Well, they meant we would have beed iape
they [panpar} were not available [for American soldiers].” Midori did not explicitly
express negative views towgrdnpan However, women like Midori and other war
brides who had “legitimate” relationships with Gls disassociated thenssebra
women who had “illegitimate” relationships. Many war bride informants orjyli
or explicitly said they were afraid of being perceived “mistakentyianpan

Japanese people in postwar Japan tended to view almost all women who had

connections with Gls gganpan This was the prime reason “war brides” were

“0B29 targeted large cities such as Tokyo, Osakgpia and Kobe and dropped tons of bombings
repeatedly since the first air raids attacked TakyNovember 1944. According to the statisticetak
immediately after the war, the damages made bgithmids alone included 260,000 death tolls, 2.2
million of complete destruction of houses, 90,00@artial destruction of houses, and 9.2 milliorrwa
victims (Arai 1988:27-29).
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stigmatized by mainstream Japanese society, and to some extent, Ipatiesdssel
community in the U.S. (Enari 1991; Glenn 1986). Midori told me she felt guilty and
sorry for her younger sisters and brothers who had to bear curious and often
contemptuous public scrutiny because of her relationship with an American GI. “One
day, my youngest sister came back home from school in tears because heatelassm
had called her a name and teased her by saying "Your older sispamigam!” said

Midori.

Panpanwas a pervasive postwar image not just for adults, but also for
children. The so-calleganpan asobor panpanrole-playing became a popular
activity, particularly among female children in postwar Japan (see tl#alion,
“panpan asoliiin Kodanshal987:217). In this illustration, one child is pretending
to bepanpa and another to be a Gl in a military hat stand arm-in-arm, while three
other children watch the couple while giggling (IbidPanpanrole-playing
responded to the prevalence of street prostitution in early postwar Japan and even
shaped children’s activitiefNippon Fujin ShinburilJapanese Women Newspaper)
reported that a Japanese woman’s association decried the populpatypahrole-
playing among children and urged the immediate eradication of street piasfitut
Uyemura, a member of the National Public Safety Commission, criticizeddheds
of U.S. soldiers patronizing Japanese street prostitutes. He addressed the issue of

children working as procurers between Gl clients gargpanand argued thaganpan

1 See “Miss Smith Encouraged Women’s AssociatioRdot Out Prostitution,” January 21, 1949 in
JNDL Collection, GHQ/SCAP Records.
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role-playing is a “juvenile experiment in the business of prostitutide$¢ciate
Press1952).

Since women associated with Gls in postwar Japan were likely to be
perceived apanpan many war bride informants noted they felt as if they were doing
something wrong when they were together with Gl boyfriends or husbands in public
Many of these women chose to conceal their association with Americaro@ils fr
family and neighbors until it was imperative to share the secret. As MiyakdAga
that time, it [dating an American] was something that you would not tell otherepeopl
you see?... Even though | knew | was going to marry my husband, | was
uncomfortable when | was seen with him by other Japanese.... | felt basvhat
put down....” Some informants avoided meeting their Gl boyfriends outside the
military posts as much as possible because they did not want to expose themselves to
curious, often contemptuous scrutiny.

Japanese people, especially Japanese men, were not silent on the issue of
fraternization between Japanese women and American men. Some Japanese male
writers published observations of postwar daily scenes, including frateonizati
between American Gls and Japanese women (see Takami 1959; Yamada 1985, 2002,
2004). Takami Junichi (1959), in his published diary, criticized hungry-looking
Japanese crowds who were obsequious to Americans: he was contemptuous of young
Japanese women who flirted with Gls in public and those women who appeared to
invite the attention of Gls. In his diary on October 18, 1945, Takami (1959:340)

wrote:
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What caught my attention was there were many young girls congmrgegatin
[outside the General Headquartéfs]Some of them were encircling

American Gls, and others were surrounded by Gls. What is more is some
women were seemingly waiting for Gls to talk to them. But they did not seem
to be brave enough to get attention from Gls individually. So, two or three
women in a group would stroll together and deliberately pass by the America
Gls. These women, in their company uniforms, looked younger than in their
20s. |felt unpleasant. Am | jealous?... After all, these foolish and shameful
women were equal to those bastards [who quickly converted their fawning
from the Japanese Imperial Army to the occupation authorities], | thought...
(my translation).

Public display of fraternization between Japanese women and the American rsccupie
brought hostility and disdain, especially from Japanese men. Dower (1999:135)
argues that the public fraternization “constituted a piercing wound to nationalrpride
general and masculine pride in particular.” For Japanese men, pride watyseve

damaged not merely due to their loss of militarized masculinity, butiedlgeo

Japanese women'’s “betrayal.”

Victors versus Defeated
While women'’s “betrayal” was often condemned in the context of Gl-
Japanese intimacy, Endo Takeo’s satirical cartoon entitl@dhivho Saikai”
[Reunion of Soldiers] illustrates the contrasting images of an emaaitisettled
e

Japanese veteran and an American@iKuma Shab1970:16).° The Japanese

*2 The occupation forces confiscated remaining bugdithat survived during air raids in Tokyo for
their own use. The former Japanese Dai-Ichi Mutifel Insurance Building was replaced by General
Headquarters (GHQ) and became a symbol of thedd@ipation. Takami (1959:340) noted strong
presence of Americans around the GHQ: some weslisty the street and others were reading
newspapers and magazines as they sat by the nmoss diom the building.

3 Endo Takeo’s “Yishi no Saikai” (Reunion of Soldiers) originally agped irHakuby Gigain

1950.
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veteran, wearing a white robe and worn-out military hat, with a donation boxagangi
from his neck, stands on the street. In contrast, the burly Gl, in his vulgariétawai
shirt, arm in arm with a Japanese woman in western attire and high heals, walks
briskly. This cartoon represents symbolically a redefined postwar power relagionshi
between former enemies, while the Japanese woman is depicted as@aioliakith

the American victor.

Takemae (2002) also illustrates contrasting images of the victors and the
defeated in his historical account of the GHQ (General Headquarter) in atcupie
Japan:

Off-duty Gls thronged the streets in freshly pressed olive-drab uniforms, thei

servicemen'’s hats cocked jauntily to one side. Road traffic was dominated by

nearly empty khaki-coloured, white-striped staff sedans and was nearly all

American, for only the occupier had access to ample petrol—most Japanese

cars and buses ran on charcoalfficers sped through downtown

thoroughfares in commandeered jeeps accompanied by fashionably dressed

Japanese girlfriends trailing bright scarves, their insouciance angtriki

contrast to the gloomy faces of the hungry, ill-clad Japanese, many of them

homeless, who looked on these centurions with a mixture of awe and envy

(P. 74).

While emphasizing the masculine and material powers of American victors, this
comparison reflects a gendered aspect of defeat that reshaped power slyrmmic

only between victors and the conquered, but also among the conquered. For example,
the Japanese woman in the jeep symbolizes that women associated with America

Gls were perceived as “privileged” people who had a head start on neémrerthe

war.
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Japanese women'’s greater access to material benefits explains mhy ma
Japanese people had mixed feelings of contempt, envy, fear, and desice towar
women associated with Gls suchpasmpan

...Among ordinary people, no group trapped the material treasures of the

conquerors as blatantly as thenpan They were the recipients of goods

from the U.S. military exchange posts that in those impoverished days truly

seemed like treasure houses from a magic land: crammed not only with basic

foodstuffs, but with liquor and cigarettes, sweets and delicacies, voluptuously
decadent feminine things such as lipstick and nylon stockings (Dower

1999:136).

This gender-specific alliance between American Gls and Japanese \edtraut
Japanese men. While these women enjoyed “privileges,” specificallyiahate

benefits, they were also sanctioned and marginalized by Japanese suti&ty a

patriarchy.

Panpan: Keepers of “Ethnosexual Boundaries™?

MacDonald, a U.S. Lieutenant, made an interesting comparison of men’s
reactions to women'’s fraternization with American Gls in postwar Ggyraad
Japan (Duus 1979). According to MacDonald, people in Germany performed the
persecution of German women who had sexual relationships with American Gls.
These women were beaten and their heads were shaved, similar to French and
Belgian women who were discovered to have had sexual relationships with Nazi.
Referring to French women persecuted for their sexual collaboratibriNais,
Nagel (2003:141) argues that sexual behavior of “rule breakers” that violaiuahat

sexual boundaries can “strengthen hegemonic national sexual orders.”
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Disciplining women sexual collaborators claimed and reinforced proper
sexual conduct and “ethnosexual boundaries” (Nagel 2003). Even though Japanese
women who fraternized with Gls were not persecuted in the same way asn®@erma
French women collaborators, their sexualities were monitored, regulated, an
sanctioned, officially and unofficially. In collaboration with MPs (U.S itamy
police), Japanese police regularly conducted “round-upgaonpanand took
suspected streetwalkers to a hospital for involuntary VD tests and medical
treatmenf* An Asahi ShinburfAsahi Newspaper) article reported on a series of
round-ups conducted by Japanese police and MPs. According to the article,
authorities arrested some 300 women, ranging from 16 to 38 years-old, who were in
targeted areas of Tokyo on that night alofsahi Shinburi946)?°

The picture taken on June 12, 1946, depicts a group of arrested street women
who are being taken to a Japanese police department for investi¢@iansha
1989:270-71f° The women are being forced to walk in a single-line, hand-cuffed,
and tied to one another with a rope like criminals. In another picture of a round-up,
three Japanese police officers who have arrested a woman suspeerahge lit
“carrying” her as if handling an animal--one holds up her legs and the other two hold

up her arms (see Kanzaki 1974). The woman'’s skirt is rolled up, leaving her thigh

“4 The practice of round-ups of street prostitutastet! in January1946 and lasted until September
1949. It was estimated that there were approximnd@ 000panpanin six large cities alone and
70,000 altogether were arrested throughout thetcp(itodanshal989:270-71).

“> The women arrested were mostly factory workerscdes, and office clerks, but particularly war
victims who lost their houses and were separatad family. “Women of the night’ 300 arrested,”
Asahi shinbur{AsahiNewspaper), March 11, 1946.

“® The caption associated with the picture is reath\asmen are arrested for round-ups of ‘women of
the night.” The picture was taken on June 12, 198éeKodansha(1989:270-71).
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and underwear completely exposed. In both round-up incidents, women are
criminalized and dehumanized by male authorities and become objects of public
display as “sanction” for their promiscuity and “rule breaking.” Amatgnen
picked up on the street for round-ups, many were wrongly arrested and found not
guilty.*’

Japanese women’s bodies and sexualities were controlled and sanctioned not
only by U.S. occupiers but also by Japanese patriarchal authorities. Catll@or
with MPs in carrying out “round-ups” enabled Japanese men to retain some degrees
of patriarchal control over Japanese women. As Molasky (1999:109) points out,
pampanwere vulnerable to “both official and unofficial persecution, and at any time
they might be arrested by police, forcibly examined by (male) physiciamcs wiere
sometimes conducted in the presence of five or six MPs, beaten by pimps, or even
murdered by customer§®

Similar to French collaborators in Nagel’s (2003) account, “round-ups” of
panpanshould be understood as punishment for “rule breakers,” reinforcing
“ethnosexual boundaries” among Japanese people. In this context, young women

ranging from street prostitutes and camp followers to war brides agsbwiiih

7 According to the interviews with two young womehawvere wrongly arrested by MPs and taken to
a police station, nearly two-thirds of women rouhd@ on that night were, in actuality, wrongly
arrested. While these women who, after all, “ditl seem to be prostitutes” were released, theofest
the women in question, including the two women,emaken to the hospital for DV tests. See “Round-
up of Women in Tokyo,” JNDL Collection, GHQ/SCAP ¢eds, Box No. 5250, Sheet No.
CIE(A)01644, prostitution. 1946/01-1949/08.

8 “Round-up of Women in Tokyo.” JNDL Collection, ®ASCAP Records.
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American Gls, were viewed as “sexual collaborators” and were mamgidaind

stigmatized by Japanese people who remained within their national sexual orders

Internal Diversity among War Brides

Although Japanese women associated with Gls were lumped together and
often perceived gsanpan women who had “legitimate” relationships with American
Gls, including war brides, rejected such labels. As spouses of American Gls, wa
brides tended to distinguish themselves frmanpanand other sex collaborators who
were treated as dispensable objects by Gls. Even among war brides, wétmen wi
respectable social backgrounds tended to draw a line between themselves and others
who worked at socially “disrespectable” jobs (e.g., bar hostess) priarttage. To
some war brides, their previous work experiences in postwar Japan weratedelic
subject. When | began interviews, | did not expect all war bride informamitsl
tell me their true stories. Considering the socioeconomic situations wfgraktpan,
it was natural for war bride informants not to want to share certain menfdheyg
felt their recollections were unpleasant, painful, or shameful.

| was surprised when a few women shared their post-war experience®f bei
only-san (onrii-sanpr “temporary wives” for American Gls. These women were
“paid to serve only one particular man” stationed in Japan (Tanaka 2002:165). Like
panpan only-sanis sentimentally remembered by many Japanese people to
symbolize painful wounds of the postwar period. However, upigigan who were

likely to take multiple customers on a one-night-stand baslg;sanperformed
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wifely duties for one Gl until he returned to the U.S. Gls who “hi@dy-san

usually lived with women in off-base housing, from where they commuted tamilit
posts. Even though keeping a woman in a private house required extra money, strong
monetary values of U.S. dollars against the Japanese yen at that time posdéle

for U.S. soldiers to keepnly-sanwhile stationed in Japan.

An article inEbony(1953b) featuring black Gls’ lives in the Tokyo area
during post-war Japan portrayed their living conditions as “one great big bow! of
cherry blossoms” where “the soldiers can and do live like kings” with a pensaml|
or, at least, an “easy, plush life” (p. 36). Jusbry-sanwere perceived as
temporary companions for Gls, their plush lifestyles in postwar Japan ended when
they returned to the U.S. However, some Gls ended up maowyinganand

brought them back to the U.S.: Aki was one of them.

Only-san: Aki's Story

Aki was 20 years old when the war ended. Even though she lived in the
countryside where the food supply was larger than in the cities, Aki told me that
scarcity of food motivated her to work at the factory that produced rations for the
starving Japanese population:

There wasn’'t much food to eat at that time We made a lot [of bread and

other food items at the factory] and sent them to a distributing station. Cooks

[working at the factory] gave away some food for us [behind closed doors].
So, as for food, | could eat enough. | did not have to worry [laughter].
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Aki eventually quit the factory and worked as a live-in waitress at 8 3apanese
restaurant owned by a middle-aged widow, whom she catladhar*

Aki began to work at the Japanese restaurant in the early postwar when local
restaurants and bars were designated “off limits” to occupation soltiads.
energetically explained her job experiences at the restaurant. Japastitates
who came to Aki’s restaurant regularly particularly fascinated he

One day, a lot of beautiful young girls came to the restaurant. TheyNvere a

Japanese, so they could come inside the [local] restaurant and eat there. Wow,

all of them were so beautiful, | thought. | askeddbachanwhy they all

wore nice dresses. “They amahpar) for the Americans,” said thebachan

Then she warned me, “Be careful.”

Aki’'s employer, theobachan worried about the negative influence of these
prostitutes on a country girl who still wore a traditiokiaionoandgeta(a Japanese
clog). To someone like Aki, seeing young women dressed in Western clothes and
wearing make-up was a shocking experience.

Aki became friends with one of these prostitutes, nicknamed Nancy, who
regularly came to her restaurant: “Nancy’s been working for long tia [a
prostitute]. She only took Yankees (Gl clients). So, she spoke English well, you
see?” Akilearned a few English words from Nancy so that she could take orde

when Gl patrons came to her restaurant. Aki said:

Many Americans came to the restaurant at night for cheap Japanese beer.
They weren’t allowed to get inside the restaurant, though. The Japanese

%9 Obachanis an informal title for an aunt in Japanese. iBigome instances, one could wémchan

to refer to a middle-aged woman who is in closatiehship.

%0 Certain places such as Japanese local trainsaysbwotels, ins, restaurants, bars, and theatnes w
designated as “off limits” to Gls by SCAP as a nueas to reduce the likelihood of fraternization
between Gls and local women.
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restaurants were “off limits” to Americans.... But it was alright tblseér to

Americans outside of the restaurant. So they bought beer and drank outside of

the restaurant.... It was alright.
Working at the local restaurant gave Aki first hand “American experi¢hoaugh
interactions with GI customers and Japanese prostitutes.

Aki eventually quit the local restaurant and becamerdyrsanafter she was
convinced to do so by a friend who was serving an American @ilgssan

Well, the reason why | quit [the restaurant] was because | was tempteg by

friend. She was serving a [American] soldier asly,” but they were not

married. She said to me, “there is a soldier who just got here a week ago from

America. He isn't sly yet. Why don’t you become Hasly?” | said to her,

“[if I leave the restaurant and follow a GI] neppachanwill get mad at me.

So, I can’t leave....” My friend angrily asked me, “Will yaalsachantake

care of you in the future?” | said “l don’t think so.” Then she said, “You

see?... Why don’t you leave [the restaurant] and come with me?” Aftér all,

was somewhat convinced by my friend and becanmmnbyfor the newly

arrived soldier.
Aki’s friend persuaded her to becomeaty-sanand encouraged her to capitalize a
relationship with an American Gl rather than working at the restaurant aisrass
whose marriageable age had already passed. Considering her socioeconomic
situation and uncertainty about her future, it was tempting for an unmarriednvom
like Aki to take a chance with Americans, the most powerful and wealthieshote
only in Japan, but in the world. Aki’s interaction with Japanese prostitutes who
frequented her restaurant gave her a new perspective on the materigés benef
associated with American men. Indeed, a Gl patron who regularly came $o Aki’

restaurant gave her enough money to buy new clothes, which she could not afford as

a waitress. Acquiring the conqueror’s language, English, if only at amd phrasal
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levels, was an asset that enabled Aki to communicate and negotiate witicakme
Gls.
Femininity, youth, and language skills gave women like Aki advantages that
were not available to their male Japanese counterparts. Aki told me she werved t
Gls and then her future husbamglanonly-san According to Aki, she lived with her
first GI patron for several years until he went back to the U.S., then servexttimel s
Gl patron just for one year. When the second patron left Japan, he introduced Aki to
a fellow GI, who eventually became her husband. When | asked Aki how she ended
up marrying her third patron, she said:
Before going back to America, my boyfriend talked about me to his friend
(her future husband), who just arrived in Japan. He asked his friend to take
care of me. His friend agreed. That's why he came to take care of me, and
eventually married me.... Well, | did not care about his looks, though. | had
to think twice about marrying such an ugly soldier [laughter]. But, when |
asked my friends’ opinions, they said the ugly man is better than a good
looking guy because he would not have affairs [laughter].
The circumstances under which her future husband agreed to “take over” Aki so
easily were not clear. Perhaps he did not think much about it when his friend
“offered” him Aki, but simply “received” her as if she were a welcomefgifa
newcomer to Japan. For Aki's part, she added, “I married him not because | loved
him. | decided to marry him because | wanted to see Ametitald.him so.”
Aki was honest when she said her priority was to see America, the country of
wealth and power. For her, marriage to an American Gl was the only means to

realize her goal. At the same time, as a woman in her 30s lackingiedwsal

occupational skills, Aki had few options for a decent life in postwar Japan. Her
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marriage to an American Gl was, in some respects, a continuation of pagdhai
only-sanrole in a new setting. Even so, Aki’'s marriage offered her a bettentife a
more opportunity than she could have achieved in Japan. Therefore, Aki's reasoning
to marry a Gl could be more than just “I wanted to see America,” but her boldness
and active voice to say so masked her vulnerable post-war circumstances behind her
decision.
Toward the end of the interview, Aki seemed uncomfortable and expressed
regret about negative remarks she made about her deceased husband:
| shouldn’t have said bad things about my husband...l shouldn’t. He was a
good person. He was always good to me. It was because of him...because |
married him, | don’t have to worry about my life now. | can do what | want to
do here. | go to Bingo every week with my friend, | eat what | want. | am
truly thankful to my husband.
Aki realized that her deceased husband’s veteran status enabled hewe rece
military benefits (e.g., medical care, pension). Even though the governmeiohpens
she received every month might not be large amount, it provided enough money for
her to maintain a decent lifestyle in the U.S. Aki added that this was a ypreaaon
she decided to remain a widow when her brother-in-law urged her to remarry or

return to Japai- Aki’'s decision to stay a widow may have been opportunistic; but,

to her, it was another choice among a narrow range of options.

* Like many other war brides, when Aki decided tampan American Gl, she eliminated an option
of returning to Japan no matter how difficult hiée lvould become in the U.S. This reflects strong
societal prejudice not only against women marridsl lgsit also their bi-racial children.
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Only-san and Bar Hostess: Miwa’s Story

Miwa also decided to become anly-sanbefore marrying her first husband
and moving to the U.& Miwa was outspoken about her past in spite of bitter
experiences during and after the war when her focus was survival. Miweargpa
had died during her early childhood, which separated her from her siblings, Late
Miwa was adopted by a woman who died shortly before the end of war. Miwa
struggled to find food and her adoptive mother took most of her own Japanese
kimonosto farmers in exchange for ricé.Rice was so scarce that Miwa had to make
handfuls of rice into gruel, mixed with sweet potatoes and other rice substitutes.
Miwa also sought food by gleaning and searching for edible greens in the fields.

When her adoptive mother died, Miwa, who was only 13 years old, again
became an orphan and had little choice in making a living. Young women lacking
occupational skills and education were disadvantaged, and Miwa had no a guardian.
The world ofmizuslabai, the entertainment business, was the easiest and quickest
way to make cash to survive at that tifieMost women entering the entertainment
business in the immediate postwar had few if any other choices; and Msvaowa

exception.

2 Miwa’s previous husband was an American sailor whe met at her bar when she was working as
a hostess in Japan. Within six months after theyad to the U.S. in the early 1960s, they separated
and were divorced three years later. Miwa remdraigother GI, who she met in the U.S. and they
have stayed together since then.

*3 Because rations provided by the government wererrenough, it was common practice for city
residents to take a long train trip to the countiysnd exchange their precious items, such as
kimonosfor food. Farmers were in a more advantaged iposith this barter, which widened the
economic discrepancy between those who had fooohéfs) and those who didn’t (city dwellers) in
early postwar Japan.

** Mizushobai is the general term for the night entertainmentri®ss such as bars and nightclubs, but
it the terms does not necessarily mean that femedes performing sexual services at these
establishments.
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When occupation forces came to Japan, Miwa was working as a hostess at one
of many bars in a port town that was filled with young American sailorankliy
asked Miwa about her work experience candidly; she said, without emotion, that

It was simply business, it was just business for me.... These folks bought [a

lot of] drinks. They drank like water. When they bought a drink for me, a

half [of the price they paid] became my share.... | worked [at the bar] and

[went back home and] slept, worked and slept and so forth.... | drank not

because | wanted. | drank because it was a way to make money. | couldn’t

afford to spend time thinking about things like what other people think about

me. | drank [at the bar] for the sake of money. Making money for living...for

paying the rent...that’s all.
Women engaged imizuslabai were often looked down upon because they were
assumed to have “immoral” interactions with male customers. Rather treptiagc
social degradation, Miwa viewed her labor at the bar as a means to make austing, |
as other people took less stigmatizing jobs to survive. For Miwa, the difference
between being a bar hostess and a sales clerk at a PX (Post Exchasge) w
inconsequential choice.

Similar to Aki, Miwa served Gls amly-sanbefore moving to the U.S. Many
women, including Miwa, becanaly-sanbased on verbal agreements without legal
documents or guarantees of future prospects. This short-term, informalctontr
meant women were expected to commit to one relationship as faithful “house’ wives
Women could be abandoned at any time, without an advance notice. This clearly
reflects gender power relations based the “unequal contract” that coulodifeeth
revised, or cancelled by Gl patrons without consent fsaig-san Miwa said,

| quit my bar hostess job once or twice [to serve my Gl patrons].... You may

have heard of [the ternohly-san..have you? There were some women
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(only-san who eventually married their patrons and went to America. But
there were still hundreds of thousands of others who didn’t make it.... I lived
with a Gl patron [in an off-base house]...(long pause)...[One day] he said to
me he was going back to his base [for a while]. | said “OK.” But he did not
come back. So, | thought about it and decided to call him at his base barracks.
Someone answered my call and said ‘He went baocke’ When | asked,
“What do you mean, [byhomé&” and the guy replied, “He went back to
America.”...It was a heartbreaking experience.
After being unexpectedly abandoned by her patron, Miwa returned to the bar to work
as a hostess again until she met another Gl patron for anotliesancontract, only
to experience another abrupt termination of the relationship.
Althoughonly-sangyained some economic security from patrons, this was
generally temporary relief. Monetary rewardsdaty-sansvaried depending on the
military ranks of their patrons and the types of relationships they had veifti G
Miwa stated that the amount of money she received was no more than an allowance
for maintaining the quasi-household, leaving no money to save for herself. In fact,
Miwa claimed she made better money working as a bar hostess tharmibyg asran
only-san “Well, the only good thing [about beiramly-sar} was | did not have to
hustle [for work]. All I had to do was to hang around him [for a living].” For

someone like Miwa, who struggled for many years, beingndyrsanmeant some

financial relief and “leisure time,” even if temporary.

%5 For variations of monetary rewards amamily-san see Kanzaki (1974) and a magazine article
which feature interviews with Japanese women whkatified themselves amly-san(Maru 1952:72-
73).
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Ultimately, Miwa married an American sailor she met at the bar wdiexe
worked. When | asked why she married the sailor, Miwa did not answer my question
directly at first:

There was nothing good about him when | look back.... Well, [unlike other

Gls] he never bought anything for me [laughter], though he was a sailor with

three stripes.... He never took me out anywhere to places like restaurants and

movies, either. But | somewhat liked him almost one-sidedly and pressured
him to marry me, I think.
Miwa added that “survival” was always on her mind, especially sincegldsn
adoptive mother. Even though she did not make her motives to marry the sailor
explicit, Miwa implied that she married him for survival and for the chari@ better
life in the U.S., as is a common reason among Japanese women.

Stigmatized images of women who were involved in the entertainment
businessrtizuslabai), particularly catering to American Gls in postwar Japan made
many of these women silent about their past. Like Aki, however, Miwa did not deny
or conceal her experience as a bar hostess or@dyasan Miwa insisted her
postwar experiences of serving American Gls were shared by hundreds of
underprivileged Japanese women victimized by the war and its aftermath. Miwa
asserted that these women'’s actions were not “deviant” or “immoral” tdhaenad
of. Instead, she blamed social and economic consequences of the war that forced
underprivileged women to take “unrespectable” work to live independently, support
their families, and survive.

Miwa was outspoken and challenged stigmatized images of bar hostesses and

only-sanwho were accused of “promiscuity” in postwar Japan by affirming that her
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relationship with American Gls was a socially acceptable meansvigesurMiwa

used her narratives to portray herself as a victim at times, but also to eneosedf

as a survivor with dignity and pride that postwar Japanese society sought.to deny
Miwa also criticized other war brides who denied connectionsizaslabai, which

was often a gateway to meeting Gl lovers or future husbands. Miwa denounced
women who pretended that they met their husbands through “respectful” occupations
such as sales clerking at PX.

As | have shown in this chapter, the occupation of Japan demonstrated clear
power relations between the victors and defeated. While Japanese men were
castrated through the process of demilitarization, the conquered women’stissxua
and bodies became the spoils of the war for occupation forces as a reward and a
symbol of their masculine powers. While rape of local women by the conquerors
functioned as a warfare technique “to dominate and humiliate enemy men byysexual
conguering their women” (Nagel 2003:181), Japan’s postwar RAAs were sites of
institutionalized mass rapes of Japanese women by American victors. Japanese
women'’s bodies were objectified and consumed by American victors witheassist
from local patriarchy and, thus, Japanese women were doubly Orientalized.

| used some war bride informants’ narratives to illustrate U.S. occupation and
postwar socioeconomic conditions through young Japanese women'’s observations
and experiences. Two women'’s storiegialy-sanprovided both vulnerability and
strength. Whilenly-sansenjoyed some material benefits because of their

associations with Gls, they had to accept a “contract” with Gl patrons who had powe
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over the relationshipsOnly-sanscould be discarded, given away, or exchanged at
any time by Gl patrons. As were other women who took “disrespectable’djalps,
sanswere victims of the war and its consequence. At the same time, sociallgddefin
disrespectable jobs were indeed, from Miwa’s viewpoint, socially acceptedans

to survive. Labels such a@snpan only-san andwar brideare all socially

constructed in the context of U.S. occupation and, thus, they could be modified,
redefined, or destroyed. However, since the stigma attached to theseéslabels
powerful, they continue to exert a negative social impact on women, including on the

war bride informants in this study.
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Chapter 3

Reversing the Gaze: U.S. Gls from Perspectives of Japanese Women

In the early stage of the occupation of Japan, at least for the first few months
of the occupation, American Army officers believed fraternization would never
become a problem for Gls in Japan unlike the situation in Gerfiahg.most

Americans, Japanese people were still “Japs,” “a warped and despicablemraer
responsible for untold suffering to thousands of our people” (Croket 1949).
Americans’ fierce hatred against atrocious creatures combined with bddesa
and inferiority of Oriental race seemed fraternizations impossible. Lgaduriers,
cultural differences, the reserved nature of the Japanese women, and propaganda
against fraternizations were also believed to be obstacles to Gl-Japdimesey
(Kluckhohn 1945).

Contrary to the initial assertion, American Gls strolling with Japaweseen
on the street and parks became common sights not only in Tokyo but elsewhere by
the end of 1945. For example, Frances Baker (1949), an American artist drew the
“scenes of the occupation that are familiar to all who have played a part inbititiy
American and Japanese in the humorous manner. One of his pieces in Japanese print
style illustrates a “rendezvous” scene between Gls and Japanese womem under

moonlit sky. Two American Gls, one in civilian clothes and the other in a seaman’s

uniform were walking along the river with their arms around Japanese womems, whil

% See “Japs Warn Girls on Winking at GIs” (UP), Seplber 17, 1945 in JNDL Collection,
GHQ/SCAP Records; Kluckhohn (1945).
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another Gl in khakis was sitting on the river bank intimately with a Japanese woman
in a kimono. The caption of the picture reads: “Newcomers learn that presyaf@ce
not confined to certain races” (Baker 1949). The daily scenes of fraternization
between Gls and Japanese women in public, whether their relationships were
commercialized, short-term companionship, or enduring ones, disturbed Japanese
public and also U.S. military commanders and officials.
Lieutenant General Robert L. Eichelberger, Commanding General df the 8
Army, for example, issued an order in March 1946 regarding a “ban against public
display of affection” by U.S. Army soldiers toward Japanese wothéecording to
Lieutenant Eichelberger:
...no ban on fraternization was completed, but...arm-in-arm strolling, public
display of affection, and similar actions would be treated as disorderly
conduct by Military Police. Public displays of affection by men in uniform
towards the women of any nation are in poor taste. Particularly is that so in
Japan among these who were so recently our enemies and where the people
have never been accustomed to such demonstratidns.”

This military order did not necessarily prohibit fraternization. Indeetkrfrezation

was never officially banned in Japan by the occupation authorities partlyseeca

banning all social contact with the Japanese people would be not only “useless” and

" For the sailors in Yokosuka Naval Bases, no-frazation order was already in effect in November
1945 in the order of the Commodore Kaasaing. ahgel photographs of an American sailor who was
a prisoner of the Japan were placed in all thedinglof his command. The captions under each
picture read “...the Japs did this to him. Theaytthe same and worse to thousands of other
Americans...Remember this if you ever catch yourgetfing soft and being nice to a Jatdrs &
Stripes1945).

%8 The press release document entitled “General Eietger Bans ‘Public Display’ of Affection for
Japanese Women by American Soldiers” has a datgwsthMarch 12, 1946 in JNDL Collection,
GHQ/SCAP Records.
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“unenforceable” but it also would violate the “inherent self-respect and personal
rights of the American soldiers,” based on American rhetoric of individualdrag®
Nonetheless, banning of public displays of affection was associated with
various regulations. As New York Times correspondent, Burton Crane desctibes, “i
is hard to see how anybody wishing to fraternize could do so without violation a
whole string of regulations” (1946). According to Crane, Japanese public
transportation and facilities such as trains (except for Gl cars), Tokyagshbw
Japanese hotels, inns, restaurants, and bars were designated as off-limgsicarAm
soldiers. Japanese civilian areas enclosed by a fence were alsateftdi@ls.
When a GI went out with a Japanese woman, he was not permitted to use an Army
vehicle to transport her unless she was an “authorized civilian” such as areteterpr
Nor was a Gl allowed to share Army food with a Japanese person even if he bought it
personally from a post exchange. All army barracks were off-limitgoanése
females except servants.
Despite various regulations and sanctions to interrupt fraternization between
Gls and Japanese women, these rules alone did not enforce the military order and stop
romantic relationships between Gls and Japanese women. Indeed, hundreds of
thousands of American Gls-Japanese women couples crossed racial and sexual
boundaries in one way or another, and some were determined to marry. Among
them, only these couples who successfully overcame various barriers, both at

personal and institutional levels, married and reached their new homes in America

¥ The press release document (no title) issued blicPRelations Office of United States Army
Forces Pacific/GHQ has a date stamp of March 126 1& JNDL Collection, GHQ/SCAP Records.
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However, unlike Caucasian war brides, who married American Gls in postwar
Germany, Italy, Britain, and many other countries (see Shukert amdt&dib8s),
Japanese women confronted institutional barriers particularly radatrraigration
polices that kept American Gls from bring Japanese women back home (Spickard

1989).

Racialized Institutional Barriers and Orientalized Japanese Women

In 1945, Congress passed Public Law 271, known as the War Brides Act,
which permitted foreign spouses and children of American servicemen to iamenigr
to the U.S. without following “usual immigration quotas, visa requirements, and
restrictions on ‘physical and mental defectives™ placed on regular inamtgr
(Spickard 1989:132). This racialized act was created primarily in convenience fo
U.S. Gls stationed in Europe who wanted to bring their Caucasian war brides to their
homes (Ibid). Japanese brides still suffered from the discriminatory i@unoigr
policy known as the Oriental Exclusion Act that had previously excluded Wralhl
Asian immigrants from entering the U.S. since 1424,

Based on the existing immigration laws as of 1949, migration to the U.S. was
granted only to people who were classified as eligible for naturalization, wakh w
limited to certain races of persons including:

Persons of African nativity or descent, persons who are descendants of races
indigenous to the continents of North and South America or adjacent islands,

%9 Under national origin provisions, Northern and Yées European nationals were granted relatively
large annual quotas including Germany of 26,000G@rain Britain of 65,000. For Asian countries,
they were typically assigned quotas of 100 and inteken the slots by Whites born in Asia
(Thornton 1992:66).
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Filipino persons or persons of Filipino descent, Chinese persons or persons of
Chinese descent, persons of races indigenous to India. Aliens in order to be
eligible for naturalization and citizenship must have a preponderance of the
blood of races to which this privilege is extended by laws; that is, more than
one half (1/2) of the blood of such races, or any combination th&reof.
Eligibility for naturalization was extended to some Asians who werediym
excluded under the provisions of the Oriental Exclusion Act of 1924. They were
wartime allied-Asians such as Chinese and Filipina, thus they berfeditedhe War
Brides Act (Fong 2002; Shukert and Scibetta 1988) while Japanese remained as
“aliens ineligible for citizenship.*#> While Gl-war bride marriages was
institutionalized process, Japanese women were doubly disadvantaged: they were
racialized as non-Caucasian and politicized as the former enemy, which made it
virtually impossible for American servicemen to bring Japanese wives and the
offspring to the U.S. even when they were married in Japan.

By 1947, there were growing numbers of American Gls who wished to marry
Japanese women and take them back to the U.S., which pressured the U.S. Congress
to amend the existing immigration laws to admit their racially inelkgdplouse and
minor children to the U.S. (Spickard 1989). Under the Public Law 213 or the so-
called Gl Brides Act, alien spouses of American Gls were permitted totbatd.S.

on a non-quota basis if they married between July 22 and August 213*184dther

legislation, the Public Law 717, also became effective in 1950 and temporarily

®1“Digest of Immigration and Naturalization Laws Amable to Marriage of Military Personnel, and
Department of the Army and the Air Force Employe€sicular No.51, 24 September, 1949 in JINDL
Collection, GHQ/SCAP Records.

%2 Chinese and Filipino became eligible for natugtiian in 1943 and 1946 respectively under new
provisions of the Immigration Act of 1924 (Shukand Scibetta 1988).

%3 “permitting the Admission of Alien Spouses and Mihildren of Citizen Members of the United
States Armed Forces,” Report N0.1878, 26 June, i®3RBIDL Collection, GHQ/SCAP Records.
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allowed Japanese spouses of American Gls to enter th¥ B&ause these

legislations provided only temporary admissions to Japanese brides, they areated
marriage rush between American Gls and Japanese women. For inStarcé,
Stripes(1951) reported that under the provisions of Public Law 717, 2,800 American-
Japanese marriages were performed during the six month perahi Shinbun

(1951) also reported that from as few as 20 or 30 to as many as 50 or 60 Gl-Japanese
couples came to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ overseas travel dividaily to

apply for passage to the U.S.

The amended immigration legislations made it possible for Japanese spouses
of American Gls and their children to immigrate to the U.S. on a non-quota basis.
However, it should be noted that they still were not granted U.S. citizenshvps |
not until 1952 that Japanese became eligible for naturalization under the MecCarra
Walter Act that removed racial barriers from formally restricted cesfor
immigration and naturalization (Kitano, Yeung, Chai, and Hatanaka 1984; Spickard
1989; Thornton 1992F As a consequence, the number of Japanese women who
married American Gls and immigrated to the U.S. increased dramafroaiyl25 in

1951 to 4,220 in1952. According to the Japanese Foreign Ministry’s accounts,

% Public Law 1717, which permitted Japanese spoaisésninor children of U.S. citizens, was
originally in effect from August 19, 1950 to Febryd 9, 1951. However, the bill extending the Peibli
law 717 for another half year was signed by Presideuman primarily because many soldiers had
been sent to Korea before caring out their intenaad to marry Japanese women (see “Marriage Law
Extended Year,Stars & StripesApril (n.d.) 1949, in INDL Collection, GHQ/SCAR:Bords.

85 “Couples Swarm into Consulate to Marry before lexpires,”Stars& StripesMarch 10, 1951 +in
JNDL Collection, GHQ/SCAP Records.

% While the MaCarran-Walter Act eliminated raciats# immigration and naturalization, it retained
the quota system based on the origins of countidihiough only 2% of the total immigration quota
was allotted to Asian countries, non-quota immigjsiatus granted to spouses and children of
American servicemen contributed to the large nunolbepousal immigration to the U.S. (see
Thornton 1992: 68).
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approximately 25,000 Japanese women applied for travelling permission to foreign
countries, namely to the U.S. between 1950 and 1957 in lieu of intermarriage to Gls
(San@ Mainichi 1957:4)%

Even after Japanese war brides successfully arrived in the U.S, Gl-Japanese
couples confronted America’s antipathy against misogyny at home. According to
Weinberger (1966), in the U.S, there were 30 states, as of in 1945, which banned
interracial marriage between whites and members of racial migpatyps,
particularly black American® Weinberger also noted that even though the anti-
miscegenation laws specifically targeted racially mixed rages between white and
black Americans, some states including Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippguvliss
and Virginia prohibited marriage between white and Japanese under the racial
categories of “Mongolia.” White GIs who were from these five statee nat able
to take their Japanese wives to their home states until the anti-mistegyénas
was abolished in 1967.

While early immigration legislations and anti-miscegenation laws jste
one dimension of institutional challenges to intermarriage between Glapaiele
women, military “red tape” was another institutional barrier that disgmd
intermarriage. As it is mentioned in many existing literatures on w@gdmany

war bride informants reported that these marriage procedures includedsohrof

87 According to the article, almost all women marréterican Gls followed by Australian and
Canadian Gls. The numbers of women married Auatraind Canadian Gls were approximately 100
altogether $and Mainichi 1957:4). For Japanese war brides of Australidaiess, see Keiko Tamura
(2001),Michi’'s Memories: The history of a Japanese wadkri

8 Among these 30 states, thirteen states lifted#meby 1966, while another seventeen states held th
miscegenation law until the anti-miscegenation teasame illegal in 1967 (see Weinberger 1966).
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various official documents, a physical exam, and political and social lwaciayr
check of prospective brides and their families. The marriage applicatiordprese
usually took several months, and it was not uncommon for the prospective Gls to be
transferred to other regions or sent back to the U.S. before they formalizéabesa
The physical exam and background check were designed to find every possible
reason to reject prospective Japanese brides of Gls, especially to weed dutgspsti
criminals and diseased from the list (Perry 1980).

U.S. commanding officers also interfered in the personal affairs of soldiers. A
Gl wishing to marry a Japanese woman had to obtain permission from his
commanding officer; without permission, he had no other way to formalize his
marriage, nor could he bring his prospective wife to the U.S. In Spickard’s,words
requests for such permission “usually meant refusal and a lecture on the virtues of
Anglo-Saxon purity” (1989:133). Military authorities also expected chaplains to
discourage couples from crossing ethnosexual boundaries, especially vehaiedGl
Japanese women. The experiences of Yuriko, one of the earlier cohorts of Japanese
brides admitted to the U.S. in 1952 under the provisions of Public Law 717, provide
an example. According to Yuriko, she and all Japanese brides-to-be were summoned
in a group and lectured to by a chaplain:

He told us...I mean, to everybody [who was wishing to marry Americans],

we’d better not marry American soldiers because we wouldn’t be happy in

America. There were too many Japanese women who were wanting to marry

American men back then, so | think the chaplain tried to stop us from
marrying them.
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Yuriko’s account was supported by U.S. Navy Chaplain Frederick W. Brink
(1953), who wrote “So You Want to Marry a Japanese Girl!” to persuade soldiers to
reconsider marrying Japanese worfieBrink regarded American men'’s “fever” for
Japanese women as a temporary fitful passion based on sexual desire, warning young
soldiers “But remember: happy as you might be with her sexuality, e & a
weak basis on which to build a marriage” (Brink 1953:6). In Brink’s view, Acaari
men who wanted to marry Japanese women were attracted primahéomen’s
bodies, sexualities, and youth as temporary sexual companions, rather lifedorgs
partners to build American families.

Brink (1953) also suggested that fundamental differences in social, moral, and
religious customs between the U.S. and Japan would cause difficulties between
American-Japanese couples:

[G]enerally speaking, there is in Japan more acceptance of the girl who helps

out the family budget by hiring out her body, and she has little if any feeling

of having done anything morally out of the way in so doing. It is only natural

therefore, to assume that it would be difficult for a girl brought up by Japanese

standards to fully understand and appreciate American standards (P.7).

Brink implied that Japanese girlfriends were former prostitutes anduciaucthat it
would be more appropriate for American soldiers to find respectable Amegiitan
at home who would meet “American standards.”

Interestingly, Brink never discouraged American Gls from companionship

with Japanese girlfriends, so long as such relationships ended before the mex return

% Brink’s article was printed in a pamphlet and idstted by Department of Chaplains and Service
Personnel, Presbyterian Church U.S.A., Philadelphia
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to the U.S. Brink’s perceptions of Japanese women were imbedded in Orientalist
views of Asian women shaped by images of Madame Butterfly: “The Japanese peopl
are familiar with that kind of sacrifice.... Your Japanese friend would probably be
able to understand very well that despite your love for each other it would be wiser
for you not to be married” (p.15). His statement reflects Orientalist geynegd

Japanese women willing to accept their tragic fates of romance withamenen

and ready to sacrifice themselves for western lovers, which justifiecaftds’s with

local women.

Meeting Future Husbands: Women Working on Military Bases

Despite occupation authority policies that discouraged and tried to make
intermarriages between American Gls and Japanese women difficult, Fapanes
women and American men engaged not only in short-term, commercialized
relationships that were primarily physical and sexual, but also pursuedrenduri
relationships based on love. Since the U.S. occupation forces created a widd range
service jobs on and around military bases that demanded a mostly femaledebor f
many Japanese women met their future husbands through jobs that catered to Gls. A
1954 survey conducted by the town hall office in Gotenba, Shizuoka prefecture
suggested that most of the 111 Japanese women who married Gls and submitted
marriage registrations to the town hall worked on military basesakEal954:28-

30). Many of these women had service jobs as PX employees, waitresses,
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housemaids, and typists, which contradicted stereotypes of war bridesas liar
hostesses and prostitutes (Tanaka 1954:28-30).

Similarly, in my sample of twenty Japanese women, all but two women had
legitimate service jobs catering to Gls when they met their future husbahes.job
duties often involved direct interactions between Gls and Japanese fempéigees,
which encouraged American GI's to ask Japanese women working at PXs for date
(see Sakuda 1979:464-467). In these and many other situations, Japanese women
were under the surveillance of an Orientalist gaze that constructednaasysexual
objects to be examined, evaluated, teased, and seduced by western men. Although
the Orientalist gaze included the power to objectify Japanese women, that pdwer ha
limits. Japanese women were not passive; they had their own lensepdmdieg
with their own gazes, and for scrutinizing and evaluating American Gls. Moreover,
as | show later in this chapter, Japanese women’s assessments obAnTesc

frequently involved comparisons with Japanese men.

Embracing “Americanization”

In postwar Japan, American culture presented itself as a symbol of power,
affluence, democracy and modern civilization that should influence Japanese values
lifestyles and social institutions (Honma 2001). Honma (2001:70) argues that
American popular culture texts such as “Hollywood movies, American magazines
and comic strips like ‘Blondie!” spread the image of an ‘American lifestgied that

these media accelerated American culture’s diffusion among Japaogse pe
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Blondie which ran in a Japanese newspaper, played a pivotal role in the early postwar
period, stimulating curiosity about and envy of the victors’ affluence amegranése
people (Amano 1995:232; Ono 1991; Iwamoto 2007; Gekkan Akurosu 1989; Yasuda
1995)’° Ono (1991) argues that the standard middle-class American family depicted
in Blondiealso symbolized the affluence and American style “democracy” in family
relations as opposed to feudalistic Japanese family relations in traldiapaaese
households.

According to Yasuda (1995), Japanese images of America were based on the
power ofmonq or “materials,” ranging from refrigerators, washers, and vacuum
cleaners, to the American-style living rooms, bathrooms, and individual bedrooms
that existed only dreams for the Japanese majority in the early postveat. p&/hile
the majority of Japanese people could only imagine American middle-¢ésiglés
though exposure to various media sources, Japanese women working for the
occupation forces encountered American affluence in their workplaces at PXs
restaurants, and through interactions with American Gls. Among this group, the
Japanese women who worked for American military families as housent@odsosit
because of their firsthand experience of what they perceived asAmealican
middle-class family life. Four war bride informants in this study worleed a

housemaids at some points before marrying their husbands.

"9 Blondieby Dean Young and Denis Lebrun was the first pampamerican comic translated into
Japanese. It appeared onAsahiShinbun(Asahi Newspaper) from 1949 to 1951(Ono 1991).
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For example, Tetsuko spoke of high demands for Japanese domestic workers
to serve American Gls and their families in postwar Japan. Accordinggokbe
finding a housemaid’s job was easy, even though she had no experience as a
housemaid or knowledge of English. When | asked Tetsuko why she decided to
become a domestic worker, she said:

| learned about this job from my friend who was working as a housemaid for

an American family.... My friend talked about her work experience to me. |
became interested in applying for the housemaid job, after | heard her story.
...Just like other Japanese girls who chose to work for the occupation forces, |
think | too was yearning for something like this job that looked new and
exciting.
Tetsuko’s hopeful view of a housemaid’s job echoed the voices of many young
Japanese women who rushed into employment offices to apply for jobs catering to
occupation forces. In addition to working as housemaids, Japanese women became
waitresses, typists, housekeepers, telephone operators, clerks, and cooks (Atsuda
[1948] 1997)*

Through an employment office, Tetsuko was assigned to work for a U.S.
lieutenant who brought his family to Japan. Everything about the job was new to
Tetsuko when she started work in 1947, from boiling water, making coffee, ironing,
vacuuming, and dishwashing, to setting a table for guests in an “Amerggén

| didn’t know anything. | did not know English either. So the lieutenant’s
wife taught me many things with hand gestures. In the kitchen, she showed
me how to do dishes...put [dish] soap [in the sink], like this. And...first,

wash glasses, you see? Next, wash silverwares, and then wash plages. Aft
finishing them, wash pans and pots. Lastly, clean the sink....

™ Atsuda’s article was originally appeared in a rhbnfapanese women’s magazifajn published
in March 1948. A 1997 version Blijin cited in this chapter is reprint froRujin originally published
between January 1948 and April 1948 by Sekairbliysha, Tokyo Japan.
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Tetsuko noted how impressive it was to learn the systematic, efficiestaf/aping
housework with the advanced methods available to American homemakers. These
methods contrasted with those of the Japanese people, who cleaned their dishes
simply with water, and with Tetsuko’s mother’s use of ashes to remove grease f
dishes, pots and pans. Through everyday experience working for U.S. families during
the early postwar years, Tetsuko and other Japanese women recognized dramatic
differences between the victors and the defeated in every aspect aldseir |

Yoneko, an Okinawan war bride informant, first worked as a waitress at a
mess hall for Gls when she was eighteen years old. “It was pretty common for
Okinawans to work on American bases,” Yoneko recalled. “There weren’'t enough
jobs for us after the war. | think almost half of the young Okinawans worked for the
American military because of a lack of job opportunities.” Yoneko quit the job three
years; then, similar to Tetsuko and influenced by a friend, Yoneko applied for a
housemaid’s job and began working as a live-in maid in 1955 for an American Gl and
his family who had recently arrived in Okinawa. This was not only Yoneksts fi
time to see “American housing” inside the military base’s fence, batrar first
experience with American middle-class lifestyles:

It was so different. Each family member had his [/her] own room. There

were a flush toilet, shower, and running water in the house! No Okinawan

had [running] water in his/her house at that time. There was a stove,

electricity, washer, TV, and so on in the American household. Okinawans did

not have these things in their houses.

Similar to Yoneko, many Okinawan women who worked as housemaids commented

on America’s high standard of living. These women were impressed by spacious
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floor plans, multiple bedrooms, and electronic appliances located in living rooms and
kitchens (Okinawashiritsu Kglo Hakubutsukan 1996:8). Their reactions help

explain why Japanese women working as housemaids found their jobs appealing for
reasons other than economic survival.

These jobs also attracted diverse groups of women who wanted to learn
American ways of life, which included learning English, the language of power.
Other motives for applying for such jobs included anticipated material rewards i
addition to regular paychecks from American employers: cigaretes, &nd
clothing (Okinawashiritsu Kydo Hakubutsukan 1996:13. Many teachers in
Okinawa gave up their careers and switched to service jobs catering to lite®y mi
personnel because of better salary and material rewards (Okinawagkiitio
Hakubutsukan 1996:4).

Sometimes, local women were hired to perform dual roles as housemaids and
“‘companions” for GIs’ American wives, who were unfamiliar with Japaneggikge
and culture. Some Japanese housemaids eventually married the emplgyers the
served. For instance, Yoneko’s American employer was a widower who brought his
mother and a stepdaughter to Okinawa; he proposed marriage to Yoneko within one
year of her starting work as a live-in maid. Others women who worked as
housemaids, but not as live-in-maids, recalled meeting their future husbands at on-

base entertainment facilities such as “service clubs” that offeredaBt® music

2 Atsuda ([1948]1997), a reporter frdfajin (Japanese women’s magazine) visited the public
employment office in Tokyo to write about employrhsituations for Japanese women. Referring to
the popularity of jobs catering to occupation fareenong Japanese women, a Japanese official
mentioned many women casually applied jobs in haffggining access to material benefits as a perk
of working for the occupation forces.
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performed by live bandS. Several of my informants, who lived in a dormitory for
base-employees, remembered how a U.S. military shuttle bus stopped by tl@dorm
weekends to pick up Japanese women and take them to the service club. Housemaid
jobs offered a variety of ways for Japanese women to access American-ceddle
life experiences, and many opportunities for these women to meet Ameigan G
outside of work. Their encounters with Gls in casual settings often facilitate
romantic relationships, some of which became enduring relationships.

Japanese women working at PXs, officer’s clubs, NCO clubs, barbershops,
and restaurants also had increased chances to meet Gls on a daily basgfn@ngin
low ranked enlisted men to officers. One informant who worked at an officer’s club
mentioned that many Japanese women working on her base had Gl boyfriends. She
also said Gl customers often brought gift items, such as chocolates and flimwer
young Japanese waitresses and/or sales clerks in hopes of winningratteait
would lead to dating. Even though the economic resources American Gls enjoyed
were not the only factor that shaped Japanese women’s perceptions, material
affluence was the most visible aspect of the U.S. occupation for Japanese people.
Once they saw the “victor’s world” through jobs at PXs, restaurants, and private
homes of American families, Japanese women found it almost impossible to ignore
what American Gls could offer them, in contrast to the material resourdepafese

men.

3 A “service club” refers to a “servicemen’s clulwhich is more commonly used among war brides |
interviewed. The service club is designed toroffetertainments to lower-rank servicemen.
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Feminized Japanese Men

The majority of Japanese war brides who worked in postwar Japan mentioned
that wages were one of the most appealing aspects of working for the amcupati
forces. Some war bride informants told me they quit their local jobs and applied for
U.S. military work once they realized that the latter paid much better théorher.
Almost all of these women said they earned twice or three times as muchtas wha
Japanese people, including Japanese men, usually earned from civilian jobs in
postwar Japan. This new economic opportunity for Japanese women challenged
conventional Japanese gender relations in which men were traditionally expected t
be providers and to support their family as breadwinners.

One informant who benefited from these circumstances was Suzuko, a
foreign-born Japanese woman who grew up overseas, where she spent most of her life
before repatriating to Japan at the end of World War Il. After returningptmn,)

Suzuko worked as a telephone operator on a military base where she met ger futur
husband? | asked Suzuko what made her decide to marry an American rather than a
Japanese man. Suzuko did not explicitly answer my question. Instead, she explained
her views of Japanese men who, in her estimation, failed to retain male autharity a
responsibilities after losing the war.

...l was disappointed by Japanese men, | think. They appeared weak and

incompetent after the war..... Japanese men were somewhat inconspicuous.

Economically speaking, Japanese men around me at that time earned much

less money than | did, you see?.... Women working on the base and even
those in the town, | mean prostitutes, could earn more money than men

" While in overseas, Suzuko acquired English langusigjls, which became highly valued and in
demand in occupied Japan.
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could.... |think Japanese men were a little bit envious of Japanese women

like us working on the army post....

For Suzuko, the Japanese men’s presence in postwar Japan was overshadowed
not only by the American occupiers, but also by Japanese women who took advantage
of new economic opportunities. Suzuko also noted that Japanese men did not have as
many choices of jobs as women did. Male jobs working for the occupation forces
were limited mostly to cooking, menial labor, and miscellaneous low profkks,tas
while women were more visible in workplaces that often offered direct intaract
with American Gls. Suzuko and other war brides emphasized the large gap in the
earnings between Japanese women and Japanese men, especially those men who had
no connections to the American occupiers. Thus, the economic opportunities created
by occupation forces were gendered, which empowered some Japanese women
through economic and/or sexual affiliations with U.S. personnel. The gendered
economy located in and around U.S. military bases also reshaped Japanese female
workers’ perceptions of traditional gender relations, leading them to question

expectations that men would be breadwinners and women homemakers.

Japanese Patriarchy vs. American Democracy

In postwar Japan, some Japanese women assumed that American marriage
relationships were models of democratic relationships based on love and gkerceive
gender equality, due to their portrayals in American television prograowsesnand

comic strips (Amano 1995). Japanese women yearned for western chivalryf or wha
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Japanese commonly called “ladies-first,” as an expression of love, kindness,
thoughtfulness, and respect for women by men. Taking a critical approach, Amano
contends that this chivalry was evident in affluent, middle-class wegteder
relationships. Amano also argues that the American “ladies-firsifadg originally
meant “protective attitudes of the dominants (men) toward their subordinates
(women)” which rely on “asymmetrical gender roles” rather than geequality
(1995:p.xx).

For western-minded Japanese women, however, “ladies-first” represented a
form of liberation from Japanese patriarchy, which demanded women’s
“submissiveness” and “patience” with their husbands in every aspect of ¥lsir li
(Amano 1995:232-233). Many war brides identified “ladies-first” and
“gentlemanness” as unique attributes inherent to western men and absentilom As
men. Moreover, some women openly criticized Japanese patriarchy asa harm
cultural tradition that made Japanese men less attractive than AmericarKmayo
was one of these women; she shared her gendered experience in postwar Japan,
recalling her introduction to a patriarchal Japanese veteran.

My uncle (her mother’s brother) brought a retired Japanese Army officer t

my mother’s house hoping that the officer and | would be a good match. The

officersat down on theabuton(Japanese cushion) first, then sadwaré

(“sit down”) to me in an authoritative tone. l.said to the officer, “Excuse

me? What did you say to me? Is that the way [you] treat a lady?... |don’t

want to talk to you. You are not a gentleman.” | despise men like him who
order a lady what to do.... The retired officer then sdahiare! (shut up!)

to me. That was like a language used in the Army. He couldn’t get over the

loss of his military status. Even after the war, he still tried to use powvar f
his past glory.
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Kinuyo viewed the officer's behavior as arrogant, militaristic, and
chauvinistic. She revolted against the traditional role that expected women {6 subm
themselves to male authorities and accept domestic gender hierarchmesertiad
interest in Japanese men beyond the level of friendship,” Kinuyo asserted. By
contrast, Keiko expressed favorable opinions about American men who treated a
“lady” properly based on the principle of “ladies-first.” Kinuyo said she was
overjoyed when her Gl husband helped her take off her jacket and pulled a chair out
for her at a table in a restaurant, unlike Japanese men. Kinuyo felt sheated tr
respectably, in the manner that a “lady” deserves. For most war bride infeymant
pulling out a chair, opening a door, and carrying a heavy bag for women represented
elements of western “ladies-first,” which did not exist in Japanese patlar
traditions.

Mari, another war bride informant, expressed admiration of American men
and their affluence in the early postwar era. Mari experienced Americaly fie
through her former classmate from high school, Yuki, who married an American Gl
and lived in a house specifically remodeled for American residents in a Japanes
neighborhood?

| visited Yuki’s house quite often and hang around at her house. Back then,

everybody was curious about an American-style life and hoping to catch a

glimpse of it.... It was during the Christmas season.... We had an informal
school reunion at her house. Some of my classmates brought their younger

'S Japanese landlords providing off-base housingmercan families were required to “upgrade”

their houses to meet specific criteria set by dc8upation authorities. When | interviewed my
informant, criteria they told me slightly differedut generally, Japanese houses should be equipped
with a flushable toilet, shower, screen doors, laasgic kitchen appliances such as an oven and
refrigerator. American electric appliances anchifure were usually brought from a military
warehouse to the designated Japanese houses.
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sisters and brothers to show them a real American-style Christmas! A big
Christmas tree with a lot of beautiful ornaments, Christmas decorations,
candies, and more... Yuki prepared American festive dishes including a big
turkey!... My friend could get a variety of American goods from PX and
commissary through her husband, you know?.... | think we Japanese were
yearning for affluent American lifestyles at that time...
Although Mari was aware that Yuki’'s American middle-class lifestylese
available only through her American husband, the American material power Yuki
occasionally shared with her friends impressed Mari. Christmas was such an
occasion, demonstrating America’s affluence and intensifying ttidogiween the
victors and the defeated.
In addition to her respect for American affluence, Mari was particularly
enthusiastic about what she regarded as the physical attractivenessrafafinmen:
“I thought they were attractive. They looked gallant...they looked good in well-
pressed military uniforms and walking breezily. There were no Japanesgsaldi
that time, right?” Mari cheerfully revealed that she fell in love with hebud
when she first met him at Yuki’'s house:
| thought he (her husband) was the best looking guy among other Gls who
came to Yuki’'s house [laughter].... My husband has changed a lot since our
marriage [laughter]. But he was a beautiful handsome young man when he
was young. Honestly, it was his looks that triggered me most!” [laughter].
In addition to good looks, Mari cited “ladies-first” as an attractive factor.il&ito
other war brides, Mari said that American men knew how to make women happy by
performing their gender roles such as pulling out chairs and opening doors for

women. Although she had a long distance relationship with her Japanese boyfriend

when she began seeing her future husband, Mari, in her words, “no longer found
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Japanese men attractive.” Mari’s story and those of similar women show that
Japanese women who chose American Gls yearned for democratic genaberstela
Their idealized gender relations were constructed around a western ideology of
“ladies first,” in sharp contrast to the dominance and presumed superiority of

Japanese man.

Marriages as the Way of leaving Japan

Many informants mentioned “gentlemanness” and “ladies-first” agipesi
personal qualities that made them choose American over Japanese men. However,
some women, like Sachi, found nothing attractive about her American husband and
married him somewhat “accidentally.” Sachi adamantly denied an econuotive
for her marriage to a GIl. “In my time (the late 1950s), women who married
Americans were out of their minds [laughter]. We had everything [mdyérial
Japan by that time, so there was no need to marry Americans just for that purpose
Only those silly and crazy women married Americans,” said Sachiedsisghed
cynically at herself.

Based on what she told me, however, Sachi was not a “silly” or “crazy”
woman. She was independent and started her own barbershop near a U.S. military
base when she was only 19 years old. Since Sachi was an only child, she was
expected to marry a barber and succeed in her parents’ barbershop. Sachi said her

parents pressured her to look for her future husband, a barber, toroisgh
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(arranged marriage), which was still practiced widely in postwzanld Sachi
resisted:

| did not want to marry someone througiiai. | did not believe iromiai.

And, of course, all men | had to meet were barbers! [laughter]. During each

date arranged by a matchmaker, | presented myself in such a way thet he (

omiai partner) would not think | was a right woman to be his wife [laughter].
Young, adventurous, and independent, Sachi sought a life that did not yield to
parental pressure to fulfill a family obligation. Sachi said she had a desisd to
leave Japan for America and to try something new. At the time, marrying an
American Gl was one of the only means for Japanese women like Sachi ® realiz
their dreams of going to the U.S.

Even though she did not actively seek opportunities to meet American men,
Sachi met her future husband when he started coming to her barbershop. A reduction
of U.S. troops after the occupation period resulted in the closure of the barbershop on
the base where Sachi’s future husband was stationed. Since Sachi’'s barbershop was
located near the base, Gl customers soon appeared at her shop. “There were few
more barbershops in my area but many Gls came to my shop,” Sachi said. “I had two
young Japanese girls working at my shop, so they came to my shop to get attention
from these girls, you see? [laughter].” Sachi also became quite popular &ihong
customers, including her future husband. When asked why she chose him over other
Gls, Sachi laughed and replied, “Why did | marry him? Well, it’s stitegoystery

for me too [laughter]....l don’t think he was particularly a handsome guy aechpa

8 Under the western influence of individualism amancracy, the meaning of marriage was
transforming from a family matter to a personahafin postwar Japan. Also, the postwar constituti
defined marriage as a union based on the “mutusentt of both sexes,” which suggests that the
individuals, not their parents, should have chaitsuppose (Tanaka 1995:12).
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others....I don’t know, but | somewhat married him. | made a big mistake!
[laughter].” Other war brides had responses similar to Sachi’s.

Sachi’'s marriage ended in divorce and she was not successful in setiing leg
issues, such as child support and a divorce settlement. Sachi was quite upset about
what she considered her husband’s negligence, but she also blamed herself for
underestimating his obvious “licentious behavior” early in their relationship:

| think | spoiled my husband too much even before we married.... | mean,

when he came by my shop, | gave him some money so he could go to bars....

After we married, | somewhat allowed him to continue to live like a bachelor

who had no family responsibility as a father and husbanéie. went to bars

frequently and spent all money. | started working. He knew we could live
without his paycheck.... He rarely came back home.
After moving to the U.S, Sachi became a virtual single-mother with a breadi®inner
role because her husband abandoned almost all of his family responsibilitiess Sachi’
barber skills helped her find a job despite her minimal knowledge of English. She
earned more than twice her husband’s wages because “my pay was not by hour but by
the number of GI's head | shave. The more | shave, the higher my pay became
[laugher].” Similar to Sachi, several other war bride informants brought rabiket
skills, such as hair styling, sewing, and a housecleaning, that enabled them to ear
money.

Tetsuko, the wife of a veteran, also said she did not find her future husband
particularly attractive when they first met. Prior to meeting thedean Gl,

Tetsuko was married to a Japanese man for love, but their marriage ended in divorce

because of his infidelity. Consequently, Tetsuko was labeled a “failed iwife”

Japanese society for not being able to keep her husband’s attention on her and their
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home. Moreover, divorced women in early postwar Japan were devalued for having
lost their virginity, which made attracting “decent” Japanese ménudif
After her divorce, Tetsuko moved to a U.S. military base dormitory to work as
a housemaid for an American family, and soon met her future husband at a service
club. According to Tetsuko, she and many of her peers went to the service club on
weekends, where most of the American patrons were low-ranking enlisted men:
“Things were fairly cheap at the service club. That's why low-rank sesldient to
the club to drink and dance.... | met my husband at the club. | knew my husband
didn’t have much money....” When they started dating, Tetsuko, and not her future
husband, paid their expenses, even on their first date. Despite his lack ofdjnance
Tetsuko decided to marry the man. | asked about the crucial factor in heomtecisi
My husband was a gentleman, | mean, he did not touch me.... He did not
even hold my hands. After the date, he went back to his barracks and | went
back to my dormitory. No sexual relationship. My friends in the dormitory
teased me, “hey, don’t you two go to a hotel?” When | said “no,” they
couldn’t believe me because when you were dating a Gl, it meant to have sex
relationship.... But we didn’t. | thought he was a gentleman. | trusted
him.... Ithink I just wanted to leave Japawithout thinking much about
what my future would be like in America.... My husband was born in
Kentucky. He had little school education. | knew | would have a tough life if
| married him. | knew it. But it did not matter to me. | was married once and
failed it. | had nothing to lose.
Tetsuko divorced her husband not long after they moved to the U.S. because
he became abusive and disrespectful in many ways. In addition to verbal abuse,
Tetsuko’s husband “was always causing trouble in the military...and his rank went

down. He was a heavy drinker and spent all money...we became out of money. He

cheated me on money and woman. He was having affairs.” Similar to Sachi, Tetsuko
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paid a high price for taking a chance on marrying an “available” Gl in hopes of a

better life in the U.S.

Racial Dynamics of Marriage: Nisal Gls

Not all Japanese war brides married Caucasian Gls, but little scholarly
attention has been paid to women who married non-white Gls. This is due largely to
methodological problems, especially in locating a sizeable sample ofdké tar
population within a given research site. No official demographic statisticxiah ra
backgrounds of American Gls who married Japanese women during or after the
occupation are available. Nor did the U.S. military keep records of the race of
servicemen when they submitted marriage applications (Ebony 1952). However,
multiple sources such as newspaper and magazine articles, documentation from
archives, and literature on Japanese war brides, indicate that therangeneumbers
of marriages between Japanese women and non-Caucasian Gls, partitstafBls
(American servicemen of Japanese ancestry), with many of thesegeata&ing
place in the early postwar years.

For example, Koshiro (1999) cites Associated Press reports that among 823
American Gls-Japanese couples who married between July 23 and August 21, 1947,
597 wereNisel 211 were white, and 15 were black soldiers (p. 157). An article in
Pacific Stars & Stripesf February 21, 1951 reported that among 1,330 Gl-Japanese
couples who married during the six-month amnesty period under Public Law 717

(from August 19, 1950 to February 18, 1951), one third were couples consisting of
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Japanese women ahliseisoldiers. Another source reported that among 8,381 GI-
Japanese couples who married between August 1950 and March 1952 in Tokyo, 73%
of Gl husbands were white, 15% were Nisei, and 12% were black (Kalischer
1952:17).

Kanzaki (1974) noted there were fewer barriers for non-Caucasian Gls, such
asNiseiand black Americans compared to whites, who requested military approval
for marrying Japanese women. ThageiGls were often successful in obtaining
marriage approval was likely due to their shared “Japanese blood,” which was not
considered to constitute race mixing. This may also explain why such marriages
rarely received attention from the American mainstream press, in cemp&oi white
Gls-Japanese marriages. Shibusawa (2006:50) argues that American nycddvena
considered marriages betwddisei Gls and Japanese women “unworthy of
comment” because “most Americans interpreted race only within a binary
white/black or white/nonwhite construct.” TherefdxeseiGIs’ marriages to
Japanese women did not represent the “American racial tolerance” that&meri
white servicemen demonstrated through commitment to their Japanese spgmdses (|
p. 47).

Whether or noNisei Gls-Japanese romantic relations were publicikiski
Gls were popular among Japanese women in the early postwar period because of
shared ancestry and cultural backgrounds. Nikeis Japanese language skills,
while limited to spoken Japanese, helpkskiGls communicate with Japanese

people. Their ethnic, cultural, and language compatibility with Japanese were
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advantageous to developing intimate relationships with Japanese women faster and
easier than their “American” counterparts did. Notably, several Japaogskar
magazines publicized the marriage of Miura Mitsuko, a Japanese aatickadisei
Gl as an example of a happysei GI-Japanese marriage (Yasutomi 2001; also see
the picture in SakudaBokyo Senry, 1979:197). This coverage likely was a positive
influence on many Japanese women when they decided to NiseiIs.”’
Although none of my war bride informants marrNigei Gls, Asako told me
that she went out with several Gls, including sdwsei when she worked at a U.S.
camp in the early 19508. The outbreak of the Korean War caused many American
servicemen to be stationed in the camp, according to Asako, who loved dancing and
frequently went to a servicemen’s club to dance. Asako told me of the time she took
the initiative and askedMisei Gl from Hawaii to dance with her:
...I've never done the same thing to ‘American’ (she meant “white”) Gls,
though. Of course not!... Most Americans were merely interested in a casual
relationship with Japanese women, you know? They expected us to move on
to a sexual relationship quickly...say after dating twice or three timeg, if no
on the first date [laugher].... But | first thoudkiseiwere somewhat
[morally] different from the rest of the Americans because they looked just

like Japanese. Actually, | dated a Nisei Gl a couple of times. After thg, da
| realized that Nisei were “Americans” after all.

" Mitsuko Miura, a Japanese actress marridlisai Gl in April 1946 but divorced in November 1951,
three years after moving to her husband’s homeomAngeles, the U.S. (Yasutomi 2000). Another
Japanese actress who married an American militéigeoand moved to the U.S. also divorced.
Yasutomi (2000:196) points out that several Japanesgazines featured their stories and emphasized
the declined images of the former actresses whesgages with Gls ended in an empty dream. The
media contributed to creation of negative imagesiteirmarriage in connection to divorce and

descent. Also se8an@ Mainichi (1957:5).

8 Nisei Gls-Japanese women married couples are most liaddg found in California and Hawaii,
where the large population of Japanisseicommunity exists.
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SinceNiseilooked Japanese, Japanese people expledGls to behave
accordingly (Perry 1980), bixisei Gls identified themselves as “Americans” and
behaved just as their fellow American Gls did.

Perry (1980) notes that the gap betwléseis Japanese appearance and their
American attitudes as occupiers created tension and sometimes reseoivast t
NiseiGls among Japanese citizens. According to Perry, the reahiigeifGls being
“privileged to be among the victors” was particularly irritating to somenksgea
(1986:174). As for Asako, she was disappointed by “AmericaniXies¥i Gls, but
she also criticized their Japanese parentlssai who retained traditional ways of
living and expected their daughters-in-law to conform to the Japanese palriarcha
family system and gender roles in their Hawaiian hoffiessako recalled:

At first, | thought everything would be much easier if | marriddisei Gl

(than a white or black Gl) because his parents would be Japanese. | mean, |

would feel secure if | had my Japanese in-laws around...especially during a

critical time, for example, when | had to stay at home alone waiting for my

husband’s return from his deployment.... But in reality, | heard that they, |
meanNisei’s parents, were really traditional and hard on their Japanese

daughter-in-law in Hawaii...they were even more traditional than Japamese i

laws living in Japan. That was what | he&td.

Asako’s assertion about tiNgsei’s parents was supported in part by Kimura'’s

(1957) earlier study on in-law and daughter-in-law relationships among war iorides

Hawaii. Kimura found that Japanese war brides who maigei GIs were less

" |sseirefers to the first generation Japanese who imnegrto the U.S.

8 The marriage between Miura, the Japanese actmedd\isei Gl that | mentioned earlier ended in a
divorce. The Japanese media sensationalized Midradrce as a case of failed marriage involving an
American Gl in general, butMiseiGl in particular. The media also reported thatiidecided to
divorce mainly because she was not able to gegaloth her traditional-minded Japanese-in-law in
Hawaii.
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likely to consider their in-law relations as “congenial” as compared to thei
counterparts, who married ndiseiGls. In some cases, in-law and daughter-in-law
relationships involved “acute conflict,” which could lddidei Gl-Japanese couples

to divorce®® According to Kimura, negative relationships were particularly acute
between mothers-in-law and daughters-in-law, which were attributail@ps in

their expectations for each other. On the one hand, mothers-in-law often expected
daughters-in-law to be “subordinate apprentices” in almost every aspeetiaf lif
Hawaii, while war brides tended to be independent. On the other hand, some war
brides were doubtful about the qualifications of mothers-in-law (e.g., education
levels, language skills, knowledge of American cultures) as teachers talgena¢o
new lives in the U.S. (Kimura 195%).

Ironically, war brides were prepared to be “acculturated” into the American
way of life, specifically into white middle-class domesticity, regaslief their
husbands’ racial backgrounds. Several war bride informants stated that thdgatte
“bride schools” offered by the Red Cross, where American volunteers ymostl
officers’ wives) taught them how to do American housework properly before their
departure to the U.S. Moreover, the U.S. occupation authority (GHQ/SCAP) made
popular films and TV dramas for Japanese people, which primarily depicted white

Americans and their middle-class lifestyles (Perry 1980). Unsurpisisgie

8. Kimura (1957) noted that there were approxima2e000 Japanese war brides residing Hawaii in
the late 1950s and many of them were assumedwovies ofNiseiGls.

8 Kimura (1957) also noted that a war bride tendeldok down her Japanese in-laws, especially
when she discovered her socioeconomic class war bigan her in-laws.” Also a war bride was likely
to have better education than her in-laws, whicth&r negatively affected the in-law and daughter-i
law relations. From the in-laws’ perspectives, boer, a war bride was too “Americanized” in her
fashions and manners to fulfill her dutiful rolesaagood daughter-in-law.
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Japanese war brides became optimistic that they would enjoy such |festgke

they arrived in the U.S.

Japanese Prejudice toward Black Gls and “Jim-Crowism”

The Japanese public’s views of intimate liaisons between Japanese women
and former enemies were resentful from the beginning of the occupation. &apanes
contempt for intermarriages was connected not only to memories of World,War
but also to fears of losing Japanese “racial purity” through racial mixingh{os
1999). Hybridization with other racial groups, even the “superior” white race, was
believed to produce offspring inferior to the “pure Japanese,” and consequently
harmful to Japanese racial integrity and national harmony characteyizacid
homogeneity (see Creighton 1997; Koshiro 1999; Lie 2001; Weiner 1997).
Repressed animosity toward the white occupiers, along with the Japanesatinferior
complex in relation to the white race, reinforced resentment against \apaeeke
intimacy®?

Compared to skeptical views of intimate relationships between Japanese
women and white Gls dMiseiGls, Japanese perceptions of black-Japanese intimacy
were even more hostile. This was partly because of Japanese prejudice topbad pe
with darker skin complexions as the Japanese adapted the white concept of race and a
racial hierarchy, with the white race (e.g., Europeans, white Americiaiing top, the

yellow race (e.g., Asians) in the middle, and blacks and aboriginal peoples (e.g.,

8 Koshiro noted that the Japanese bore the infefiodmplex to whites (Europeans and white
American) who stood above all colored people in@al hierarchy (1999).
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Africans, Australian aborigines) at the bottom (Leupp 2668)oreover, the
Japanese quickly learned about American white racism against black soldiers
stationed in Japan, which they used to justify their own negative attitudes toward
black Gls.

Billy Rowe (1945), a columnist for a leading African American newspaper
thePittsburgh Couriey reported that “Jim-crowism” was not practiced exclusively
practiced within the U.S., but noted that also existed among the occupation troops in
Japan. One of the most visible areas of racial segregation between whitacknd bl
soldiers involved Japanese women’s sexuality. According to Rowe (1945), brothels,
or what some called “Geisha houses” catering to occupation troops, were divided
along the color line and offered sexual services to white and black soldierstslypa
Rowe also reported that white soldiers patronized brothels reserved for blaekssoldi
freely, while black soldiers were barred from white Gls’ sexual teregorViolations
of these territories became sources of tension and conflict between white@nd bla
soldiers that often escalated into street figRitgburgh Courierl945).

Similar to situations in the Jim-crow Southern states, the U.S. armed iforces
Japan failed to provide equal facilities and services for black soldiers. Perry
(1980:171) noted:

White troops generally were well looked after, with their snack bars,

swimming pools, barbershops, and clubs. Black troops often lacked these
amenities, and pent-up tensions would periodically explode into violence. Off

8 Japanese intellectuals and elites were influebyetie western concept of scientific race and $ocia
Darwinism as an explanation of advanced Westerilizzition and justification of the white

superiority. While the Japanese, as the yellow,rptaced themselves bellow whites in the racial
hierarchy, they viewed themselves as the most supace among the non-white racial groups such as
Chinese, Koreans, blacks, and others.
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base, fueled with Saturday night booze, white and black would go after each
other before crowds of interested Japanese bystanders.

As the Japanese people gained knowledge of the racialized practice, they “looking
down on the colored soldiers as inferior because they see them discriminatst agai
by their fellow Americans”Rittsburgh Courierl945). Moreover, Rowe (1945)
claimed that prejudice and discrimination were the main weakness of “Asameric
democracy” which convinced the Japanese that democracy was not for alt@mseri
but was a privilege for “whites only.”

Japanese media, especially popular magazines, also reinforced negative views
of intermarriages between Japanese women and American Gls, but those involving
black Gls were singled out as doomed unions. A magazine feature article “Umi o
Watatta Kokujin Hanayome no Higeki” (Tragedies of black Gls’ brides who crossed
the sea) offered personal stories of three Japanese women who married black
servicemen and moved to the U.S. in the early 1950s (Aoki 1953: Mjese
women’s stories all focused on their struggles and the hardships they endured in the
U.S., due to poverty, racial discrimination, and unfaithful husbands. Aoki contends,
“the majority of Japanese women who married American Gls live unhappily
today.. but particularly, women who married black Gls, almost without exception,
end up living miserable and tragic lives” (Ibid.). Special issu&hohymagazines
also portrayed Japanese women married to black Gls as “the loneliesirbrides
America” because of their difficulty in being accepted in “Negro comnasiias

outsiders and also by white communities as wives of NegEdemy1953a:17).

8 Also see “Sanzen-nin no Hanayom8gnd Mainichi (July 28, 1957).

114



A survey conducted by the Japanese Ministry of Welfare in 1952 revealed a
relatively high proportion of deserted children were born to black Gls and Japanese
women®® According to the survey, approximately 4,000 Amerasian children born out
of wedlock had been abandoned by Gl fathers or by both parents at the time of the
survey (Kalischer 1952; Trumbull 1967). Nearly 500 children were in orphanages,
where 77.6% of them were Eurasians born to white Gl-Japanese couples and 23.4%
were Afroasians born to black Gl-Japanese couples (Tsurumaru 1984:3a0).

1958, one orphanage reported that 30% of children were Afroasian, while 52% were
Eurasian and 18% were “other8hikan Yomiuril958). One might assume that the
problem of Amerasian children ended with the occupation, but fifteen years after the
occupation was over, one source estimated there were more than 20,000 deserted
Amerasian children in Japan, and that one-sixth of them were believed to be
Afroasian children (Wagatsuma 1978:120).

The records of deserted Afroasian children suggest that the marriaggsrec
alone could not provide a complete picture of the racial dynamics surrounding
American Gls and Japanese women. On the one hand, Amerasian children were
stigmatized regardless of their fathers’ racial background. They encedinteglect,

prejudice, and discrimination by the people and governments of Japan and the U.S

8 Foreign media tended to use “occupation babie$Gbbabies” while Japanese general public used
the termsainoko(child in between) okonketsujiimixed-blood child) to refer to mixed race childre
Since these terms contain derogatory connotati@y, are no longer used. Many scholars use the term
Amerasian. Some use Eurasian and Afroasian timgissh between Japanese-white Amerasian and
Japanese-black Amerasian (see Murphy-Shigemats).200

87 Japanese scholars, social workers, and mediachthatthe official statistics underestimated the
actual numbers of illegitimate bi-racial childreorb to Japanese woman and Gl parentages. For
example, the statistics overlooked the number dlidn who were aborted in Japanese obstetrician
clinics (Trumbull 1967) while others were kept “t&h” by their mothers from the mainstream society
(Tsurumaru 1984).
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(Burkhardt 1983; Murphy-Shigematsu 1988, 2000; Wagatsuma 1978). On the other
hand, Afroasian children and their Japanese mothers faced greater gectiainre

from Japanese mainstream society than their Eurasian counterparts did (@urkhar
1983; Wagatsuma 1978). The issue of deserted Amerasian children is not just a
personal problem or legacy of U.S. occupation. It is a political issue thatpersis

Japan and other Asian countries where U.S. military bases are located.

A Japanese Wife of a Black GlI: Konami’'s Story

Locating Japanese wives of black Gls in the Midwest was challenging, but
persuading them to participate in the research was even more difficult. skapane
women who married black Gls encountered more curiosity, ridicule, hostility,
prejudice, and discrimination, both in Japan and in the U.S, than did Japanese women
who married white Gls. Such negative experiences made Japanese wives of black
Gls more self-protective and distrustful, especially to strangers wharagbe
inquisitive about their personal life stories.

Fortunately, | was able to get to know Konami, the wife of a black veteran,
who willingly agreed to meet with me for interview. Konami is an outgoing and
energetic, and Similar to many of the war brides | met, she is friendlgmpeho
loves to talk. When I first visited her house, Konami enthusiastically showed me
around the house. | saw familiar Japanese decorative objects, such as Japanese doll
in glass cases, Japanese paintings on her walls, and Japanese tablegrare

cupboard, all similar to those | often saw in other informants’ homes. There were
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also many family pictures on display. A monochrome snapshot of Konami and her
husband taken in mid 1950s Japan caught my attention: Konami, dressed in western
clothes, and her husband, in an army uniform, stood in front of an American car.

The first thing Konami said about the picture was, “Look at the car! It's big,
isn’'tit?... Our *first date’ was a train trip to the port town to pick up this car stlippe
from America. He did not understand Japanese, so | went there with him as a guide.”
Konami stressed that not all American soldiers were allowed to own cérerbut
husband’s rank in the military enabled him to have his car shipped from the U.S. to
Japan. She seemed proud of the car and said it stood out on the streets since there
were few similar American cars in early 1950s Japan. When | asked howtdherme
future husband, Konami said they met at a bar in the entertainment distriatW&ar
military base. Konami did not explain the details, but said almost all Aamerishe
saw in that area were black Gls and her future husband was one who spoke to her.
After some conversation, the Gl invited Konami to move into a house he had just
purchased. Konami accepted his offer instantly and married the Gl within a few
months after she moved into his house.

| asked Konami about her family reactions to her decision to cohabit with the
black GI, then to marry him. Konami responded:

Well, of course, people said something bad about him because he was

black.... But how could my sister oppose this marriage? My husband helped

my sister’s family financially because they were in big trouble withr #reall
business. They greatly appreciated my husband’s generosity.... If my parents
were alive, they might have opposed to the marriage because of his skin color.

But | had neither of them, you see?... In those days, my sisters and I...each of

us was doing all the best we could in our own ways to get through the
immediate postwar years....
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As an unmarried young woman who did not have a guardian, Konami had no other
place to go but depended on her sister’s family who was also struggling wittapostw
economic hardship. Similar to the cases of Aki and Miwa (see Chapter 2), Konami’s
decision to marry the black Gl reflects her vulnerable positions in the eanygoost
Japanese society where women, particularly those who had no guardians, minimal
education and/or virtually no occupational skills, suffered most. Konami’s
circumstance gave her few options including marriage to the American GI through
which, Konami gained access to material benefits that most Japanesesmeeate
to have at that time. To Konami, her husband’s race, blackness, was not as important
issue as the immediate economic hardship she wanted to overcome.

While women who established intimate relationships with American Gls
similarly were stigmatized by the Japanese society as sexual cattaisawith the
former enemy, unlike Aki and Miwa, Konami additionally endured the contemptuous
gaze from the Japanese public placed on women associated with black soldiers.
Japanese wives of black Gls also felt they were placed in inferior positidhsiby
Japanese female counterparts who married white Gls. The Japanesieawfack
Gl interviewed inEbonymagazine said, “It seems that the Japanese girls who married
white soldiers got very high hat when they came to America and drew a color line on
us and our husbands” (1953a:17).

Japanese women came to identify themselves according to their husbands’
race and followed both implicit and explicit racial rules practiced in Araeric

According to theEbonyarticle (1953a), there was no race mixing between Japanese
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wives of the two racial groups, which made it even harder for Japanese wiveskof bla
Gls to make friends outside their own circles. Konami said she socializegy mainl
with Japanese women who married black Gls, but there was no informal interaction
with women who married white Gls:

After | moved to the U.S, | experienced, uh, racial discrimination by white

folks.... When my husband and | lived in a black neighborhood, black kids

called me “Chinese, Chinese!” But when | was in Japan, | was discrighinate
against even by the Japanese, | mean, Japanese women who married whites,
you see? When | attended a bride school, these wives of white soldiers looked
down on us with haughty attitude like “you folks are nigger's woman.” They
were too proud to associate with us....
Konami also shared her memories when she lived in military housing in Japan. There
was a Japanese wife of a white Gl who lived close to Konami's house, but they never
exchanged words. Konami felt her Japanese neighbor kept a distance from her to
avoid establishing a personal relationship with someone who married a black GI. In
Konami’'s eyes, her Japanese neighbor appeared to be mimicking what her white
husband would do to his black neighbor.

While Japanese wives of white Gls tended to view their husbands’ whiteness
as a status higher than black Gls, their half-white-offspring also provid=ta sf
superiority to their Japanese counterparts who had half-black children. dareeda
satirical cartoon, “Inferioritii konpurekkusu” (Inferiority complex), IshikawWajio
portrays a perceived racialized hierarchy between two Japanese womanawh
mothers of bi-racial children (see Mainichi Shinbunsha 1977). In the cartoon, the

mother of a Eurasian baby (an Amerasian child whose father is a Caucasaaa Gl)

the mother of an Afroasian child (an Amerasian child whose father is a black Gl)
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meet on the street. The woman who holds her Eurasian baby in her arms walks
proudly, while the other woman hides her Afroasian child and casts an upward glance
at the Eurasian baby, as though she envies the half-white baby. As the title of the
cartoon “Inferiority complex” suggests, women with the Afroasian children felt
compelled to accept their designated inferior status, in comparison to women with
Eurasian babies.

Another piece by Ishikawa, “Kywa chokogéto boi yo” (Today, | brought a
chocolate boy) illustrates a Japanese-black Gl couple walking on thetataeet
“hotel” and Japanese children mimicking the couple in their role play: Two ahildre
pretend to be a Japanese-black couple checking in a “hotel” where another child
responds to the couple (see Mainichi Shinbunsha 1977). The pretended play that
Ishikawa illustrates reflects the postwar Gl-Japanese intimacgeastsrough
Japanese children’s eyes. Just as children crpatgghnrole-playing earlier, these
children in Ishikawa’s cartoon imitated what they observed on the street where G
Japanese romantic relationships were not limited to white Gl-Japanesescouple

Even though the racial dynamics in postwar Gl-Japanese intimacy is often
overlooked, this study reveals that women’s experiences became complicated when
their gendered and racialized experiences interacted with other attributessgteir
Gl partners’ race. Heterogeneity among Japanese women who have diverse
experiences in the postwar Japanese society and in their relationships with Gls
challenges the homogeneous images of Asian women constructed by thal®rient

gaze. Japanese women also became active analysts as they exposed/Anegrica
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and Japanese men to their gaze for scrutiny, investigation, and evaluation, instead of
allowing themselves to remain the objects of the Orientalist gaze.

In the following chapters, | will focus on younger generations of Japandse a
Okinawan women who married American Gls and currently live in Okinawa. While
younger generations of military wives and war brides share partjpeleeptions of
American men, these contemporary women'’s experiences with Gls and ¢esrofi
American men have become even more complicated and diverse. Reconstruction of
the social meanings of race, especially blackness, and shifts in economic power
relations between the U.S. and Japan, reshaped Gl-Japanese intimacy, which in turn

impacted Japanese women'’s perceptions of American men.
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Chapter 4

Situating Gl-Japanese Intimacy in Contemporary Okinawa

In preceding chapters, the personal narratives of my war bride intergiewee
vividly illuminate diverse experiences of Japanese women who married America
Gls and moved to the U.S. under post-war social and economic circumstances.
Although the term war bride is rare in today’s Japan, Gl-Japanese intimacy is not a
remnant of postwar power relations between conquerors and conquered. Similar
interracial liaisons exist in the context of U.S. global militarization, ort \iZim@lmers
Johnson (2004:5) calls an American “militarized empire,” which shapes not only
world politics and international relations, but also private spheres such as
relationships between Gls stationed overseas and local women. Contemporary Gl-
Asian women intimacy is, therefore, a consequence of U.S. global milit@mizat
which demands continuous relocation of U.S. military personnel to overseas duty
stations since the U.S. involvement in World War 11.

According to the U.S. Department of Defense’s (DoD) quarterly report,
Worldwide Manpower Distribution by Geographical Area (“Worldwide Manpower
Report”), the U.S. military was distributed throughout almost 150 countries and
regions including Asia and Pacific regions as of September 2005 (DoD 2005). Japan,
one of the major U.S. “allies” in Asia, has been hosting the U.S. military since its
unconditional surrender in World War Il. As Table 2.1 shows, for the first two

decades following the end of the World War Il, Japanese women (war brides)
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admitted to the U.S. as wives of American citizens outnumbered other Asian female

immigrants to the U.S. However, nationalities of Asian women married to U.S.

Table 2.1 Asian Female Spouses of U.S. Citizens Admitted to the U.S., 1947-1975

Year Japan Korea Philippines | Vietham | Thailand
1947-1950 757 - - - -
1950-1955 9,198 325 2,130 - -
1955-1960 20,760 1,662 5,292 - -
1960-1965 15,138 4,436 7,013 - -
1965-1970 9,849 7,205 9,606 1,199 88D
1970-1975 10,979 14,577 27,706 6,841 10,286

Total 66,681 28,205 51,747 8,040 11,166

Source: U.S. Commissioner of Immigration and Ndization, Annual Reports, 1947-1975, Table 6
(Washington, D.C.). This table was modified angroeluced from Table 1 Asian Women Immigrants
Admitted to U.S. as Wives of American Citizens byu@try of Origin and Year in Bok-Lim C. Kim
(2977), “Asian Wives of U.S. Servicemen: Women ha8ows,”Amerasia 4 (1): 91-115.

citizens became more diversified when U.S. military operations in Apeneed and
intensified due to the Cold War. The stationing of U.S. troops in humerous parts of
Asia fostered more GIl-Asian women intimacy, which in turn contributed to shifts i
migration patterns among Asian women married to U.S. citizens.

As in “Worldwide Manpower Report” issued in September 2005, Japan
hosted the largest active U.S. military population in East Asia and thécRagibn,
followed by South Korea (DoD 2005). When looking at distribution of U.S. forces in
Japan, however, one finds that Okinawa, a single prefecture of Japan, accormmodate
more U.S. military personnel than the rest of prefectures all combined on the
mainland® Okinawa, which makes up only 0.6% of Japan’s total land area (about

the size of Los Angeles, California), hosts thirty-eight militaryebgss of March

8 A Japanese prefecture is the rough equivalenstdta in the U.S. There are 47 prefectures and
each prefecture elects its governor and represezsgab serve the lower legislative assembly.
Compared to the U.S. states, Japanese prefectwesore limited political power and autonomy.
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2001) that account for 75% of the total land area used exclusively by the U.&ymilit

in Japan today (See Figure 2.1).

Figure 2.1 Distribution of U.S. Military Bases in Okinawa, 2001
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These 38 military instillations represent the continuation of U.S. military
occupation of Okinawa where new military personnel constantly move in, while
others are being relocated to other duty stations. According to Okinawat@afe
Government, Military Base Affairs Division, in 2004, some 26,000 U.S. servicemen

and women were stationed in Okinawa; the total number of Americans related to U.S.
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military in Okinawa reached over 50,000 when Department of Defense (DoD)
civilian employees and dependents were included (See Figur€ 2.2).

Table 2.2 U.S. Military Related Population in Okinawa, 2004

Number of military personnel, civilian | Military Personnel 26,282

employees, and dependent Marine Corps 16,015
Air Force 7,100
Navy 2,250
Army 917

Civilian Employees 1,679
(Direct and Indirect Hire)

Dependents 22,865

Total 50,826
Source: Okinawa Prefectural Government, Executiffe®©of the Governor, Military Base Affairs
Division, U.S. Military and Self Defense Force Bases in Okima

As a critical strategic location for the U.S. military during the Naet War,
(and more recently, wars in the Middle East), Okinawa has been transformed into a
U.S. military colony with financial and political support from the Japanestate
government. The long-term impact of U.S. military presence on a relativally sm
island isolated from mainland Japan has shaped Okinawa’s experience in unigue
ways. Pervasiveness of GI-Okinawan women intimacy, including intergesria
one aspect of Okinawan uniqueness that the majority of Japanese on the mainland

overlook.

8 Civilian employees in Okinawa are classified itwm categories: Department of Defense civilian
employees who were directly hired in the U.S. yEoD (direct hire); Others resided outside the
U.S. at the time of hiring, thus locally hired (irett hire). Their benefits differ depending oe th
hiring status, direct or indirect. The first idekd full benefits by the DoD, while the lattebsnefits
are limited.
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Intermarriages in Okinawa

In Okinawa, | often saw GI-Okinawan couples in places such as military
bases, base towns, entertainment areas, and shopping centers. Despite high visibil
of such interracial couples, unlike their predecessors or Japanese war ltligles, li
research has been done on contemporary Gl-Japanese/Okinawan intimate
relationships. Gl-Japanese intimacy rarely receives public atteittien, @specially
outside Okinawa. It was not until the late 1989s that Okinawa became a center of
curiosity when Japanese mainstream media started reporting on youeg wom
congregating at U.S. Naval ports, and at bars and clubs near U.S. militaryuzdses s
as Yokosuka on the mainland. The media tended to sensationalize behaviors of these
young women derogatorily and tauntingly referred taragjo®

Similar to the postwar-terpanpan amejoemphasizes promiscuous images
of contemporary Japanese women who puosiyggAmerican men (GIs) in the
vicinity of U.S. military bases. Whepanpanwere stigmatized as collaborators of
American Gls in pursuit of a better economic lives and simple suranajoare
stereotypically perceived as Gls hunting for sexual desires and shoeim
adventures (Kobayashi 2003; Takushi 2000). Some of these women do frequent base
towns in search of American Gls. In my research sample, several of Okiaada
mainland informants revealed they frequented clubs and bars in base towns for such

purposes and had multiple relationships with Gls prior to their marriages. However,

% See Akiko Kud, “Japanese women are so easy: Women sucked BySBiiscto 45, February
1999; Mutsuyo Sat “Heartrending stories of Okinawarhejo,” SPA! August 27, 2002; Yumi
Yamashita, “Special report from Okinawamejo’ pursuing black American GIsSAPIQ November
1995; Ruika Katsuhira, “Japanese girls yearnindgfothers in the U.S. military bases and turned
themselves to ‘blacks,Bessatsu Takarajimauly 08, 1992.
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since Japanese media dwell on images of promiscuous young women seeking short
term associations with American Gls, the fact that many of the wonmeeiyed as
amejoultimately marry Gls is overlooked.

According to 2004 Japanese government statistics on marriages bgiygars
nationalities, 1,500 Japanese women married U.S. men in Japsai B&&do Sho
[Japanese Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare] 2004). Even though this number
appears insignificant at first glance, approximately one-fifth of thesgages (275
out of 1,500) took place in Okinawa alone. Moreover, intermarriages of Okinawan
women and U.S. servicemen account for 62% of all international marriage cases in
Okinawa (Kosei Rodo Sho 2004). On the mainland, however, this conventional
intermarriage pattern, of women marrying Western men and moving to men’s home
country, is no longer dominant. As Japan’s economy became stronger in the 1970s,
and the 1980s, increasing numbers of Japanese men brought home wives from other
Asian countries (Sellek 2001). On mainland Japan, gender-reversed intermarriages
have outnumbered conventional marriages over the past three decades, while the
postwar intermarriage pattern of women marrying American Gls remaingaianm
Okinawa (see Ksei Rodo Sho 2004). Nonetheless, women associated with Gls in
Okinawa tend to be labeled simplyasejowhether they are married or not.

As in postwar Japan, contemporary Okinawan and Japanese men seem more

hostile to women associated with Gls than do their female counterpartstoRheir

L The majority of intermarried Japanese men had svis@m other Asian countries such as China,
Korea, the Philippines, and Thailand but very feyahese men married Caucasian women (see
marriage statistics by nationalities: http://mwwwklbthlw.go.jp/IPPAN/ippan/scm_k_Ichiran). The
pattern of Japanese men marrying Asian women pégalith white men bringing Asian wives homes
through a mail order bride agency or internet dpsites.
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marriages, many military wives, and particularly Okinawan women Mieteed,
mentioned they experienced awkward or uncomfortable situations when reatsfri

or colleagues discovered they were dating or had had Gl boyfriends. Okimsman
tend to immediately perceive women associated with Gdsregq assuming that the
women had sexual relationships with American men. These women are no longer
considered acceptable as intimate partners for Okinawan men becasz@ea
interviewees told me, such men would not tolerate the women who were “consumed”
by Americans.

To American Gls seeking casual relationships with local Asian women,
whether these women previously had sexual relationships with Japanese men or Gls
was not the issue. Instead, when | interviewed several Gls in the entertinme
district, they talked about women they encountered in the base town in terms of the
two groups, Okinawan (and Japanese) women and Filipinas. These Gls usually view
young Okinawan women “available” for casual relationships, while such men are
likely to perceive Filipinas as “professionals” to be purchased. Desphe suc
distinctions, these women around military bases are objectified and sectwaddser
the Orientalist gaze. As | did for war brides, | use a feminist stratieiggversing the
gaze to make a platform for women to speak out their experiences with and
perceptions of American men. Reversing the gaze emphasizes womesetente
perspectives and their subjective viewpoints rooted in non-Western cultural and socia

worlds within the specific historical and social contexts. Therefore, undenstea
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significance of historical, cultural, and social landscapes of Okinawa lbehte and

understand the trajectory of contemporary Gl-Okinawan intimacies.

How Okinawa Become U.S. Military Colony

Okinawa, once was an independent kingdom known as the Ryukyu kingdom,
has a culture and history distinct from that of mainland Japan. However, the modern
state of imperial Japan (Meiji government) invaded the Ryukyu Kingdom and
annexed it to Japan as Japan’s last prefecture, or Okinawa in the late 1800s (Ke
2000; Taira 1997). Although Okinawan people were forcefully converted to faithful
“Japanese citizens” and fought against the U.S. for the Japanese Emperor, they
developed different relationships and experiences with the U.S. from the rest of
country in postwar Japan and thereafter.

When U.S. occupation began in Japan, the U.S. differentiated treatment of its
former enemy by putting Okinawa under separate U.S. military occupedion f
mainland Japan. When Japan was granted official independence from the U.S.
military rule in 1952, Okinawa was left out of liberation from U.S. occupdfian.
return for Japan’s independence, the U.S. gained the rights to retain Okinawa, which
made Okinawa entered the second phase of American occupation. Unlike

conventional colonial rule, the U.S gained nothing economically from ruling

92 Japan regained its sovereignty from the U.S. cafhop one year after it signed the San Francisco
Peace Treaty in 1951. The Japanese governmentaimously signed the Japan-U.S. security treaty,
which allowed continuing presence of U.S. militdoyces in Japan. In return, the Japanese
government expected the U.S. to protect Japan therthreat of Communism. By having the U.S.
handle military affair, Japan intended to focuseennomic recovery and further economic
development.
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Okinawa. Instead, a vast amount of land was confiscated from local Okinawans to
construct and strengthen U.S. military bases during the Korean War anigtinanVv
War (Johnson 2004; Sarantakes 2001).

It was essential for the U.S. to secure Okinawa because of Okinawa’s
strategic importance in the Pacific at the height of the Cold War. As aricdamer
military colony, Okinawa was administered directly by the Pentagon witieang
granted a legal status from the U. S. Nor, did Okinawa retain their Japanese
citizenship. They became stateless people who belonged neither to the U. S. nor to
Japan until 1972 when Okinawa was reverted to Japanese authority. Even after
Okinawa came under Japanese authority, the U.S. military bases in Okinawa
remained undisturbed under the Japan-American Security Treaty.

Ironically, the reversion of Okinawa to Japan was realized based on the
agreement that Japan guaranteed the U.S. to retain its right to maintalitatg m
bases and use Okinawa as the strategic function (Taira 1997:161). Therefore, as
Johnson (2004) points out, “reversion was a convenient way to perpetuate the status
guo while transferring responsibility for the Okinawa people to Japan” (p. 200).
Consequently, the Japanese central government has become an official “host” of the
U.S. forces on behalf of Okinawa based on the Japan —U.S. security treaty. This
arrangement leaves Okinawans not anlje factacolony of the U.S. military but
also into out of decisions that affect them directly (Jonsoh 2000; Nagamoto 2000).

Today, Okinawan people continue to shoulder the burden of the U.S. military
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including 37 installations spread thought the islands under the Japan-U.S. security
treaty.

In recent year, U.S. Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, Japaresssedef
minister Yoshinori Ohno, U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, and Japanese
foreign minister Nobutaka Machimura met at the so-called “2 plus 2” mirikteri
level security meeting in Washington, D.C., and accepted the reduction of U.S.
Marine personnel (Allen and Sumida 2005). In the proposed plan, the 7,000 Marines
in Okinawa will be moved to Guam over the next six years. Transfer of Okinawa-
based Marine is part of the U.S. military realignment plan that intended to rbééuce t
burden of U.S. military forces on Okinawa. However, the “deal” of reduction of
Marine forces in Okinawa is not separable from the relocation site of the U.S.
Marines’ Air Station, Futenma, which has been a controversial issue. Lddehtss
environmentalists, and anti-U.S. military base activists have protesters oty
relocation site which was agreed by the U.S. and the Japanese government é&ee Inou
2007; Spencer 2004). Okinawa’s strong rejection to the relocation site demonstrates
their continuing resistances against thef‘@ass citizen status” and unequal
positions where Okinawans have been excluded from the decision making process

that affect them directly.

The Impact of the U.S. Military on Okinawa and its People
Because Okinawa has been a strategic position for the U.S. military, as |

mentioned earlier, one element that distinguishes Okinawa’s expeniencéhkit of
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mainland Japan is the overwhelming presence of U.S. military bases and-itsriong
impact on Okinawan people and their lands. Unlike the majority of people living in
mainland Japan, virtually every person in Okinawa has been affected, directly or
indirectly, by the U.S. military bases. For example, military baeegjavith large
numbers of U.S. military personnel and their families have created demands for a
variety of local labor (e.g., manual labor, service jobs) and businesses (e.g., taxi
drivers, housing agencies). While these military-related jobs and busihasses
boosted the local economy and are integral to Okinawa’s economic life during the
Occupation era (1945-1972), they also created economic dependence on the U.S.
military. After the reversion of Okinawa to Japan, the overall base-redatesbmy
declined. However, Naha Defense Facilities Administration BureatrA¥D1999)
reported that the U.S. military is still the largest single emplimy&kinawa today”>
Aside from economic factors, the long-term impact of the U.S. military
presence on Okinawan people and the environment is enormous. Okinawa has faced
numerous military-related problems ranging from crime (e.g., rapelanuheft, and
vandalism), noise pollution, aircraft accidents, environmental damage (egpillsil
red soil runoff, and forest fires), to exploitation of women in the sex industry (Hook
and Siddle 2003; Pekin NGO Forum 1995; Takazato 2003; Okinawa Women Act
Against Military Violence 1998). According to the Okinawa police department, the

total number of American Gls, civilian employees and dependents who have been

9 «According to NDFAB (1999), the U.S. military is onéthe top four major employers that provide
a large number of jobs for people living in Okinawae U.S. bases (24 facilities) in Okinawa hire
8,500 Japanese employees followed by ten city (&J90), three local banks (4,000), and Okinawa
Electric company (1,500).
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arrested in criminal cases between 1972 and 2001 is nearly 5,000 (Okinawa
Prefectural Government 2000). These problems have become the sources of
longstanding tensions between local Okinawans and the U.S. military. However,
these issues are rarely covered by the mainstream media on mainland Jap@n, nor
they treated as a national issue except for few incidents including the 19%asape
of an Okinawan school girl.

The notorious 1995 rape of a twelve-year-old Okinawan school girl
committed by three U.S. military personnel intensified the tensions hetwee
Okinawans and U.S. military. Public outrage sparked a mass political rakgiingt
against the U.S. military bases in Okinawa. The incident is still a souargyoish
and painful memory for many Japanese citizens, particularly for Oking\&agst
2003; Johnson 1999, 2000; Takushi 2000; Tanji 2003). In addition to the 1995 rape
case, there have been more than a dozen reported sexual assaults involving nearly two
dozen American personnel over the past 10 years (Okinawa Prefectural Gavernm
2000). As demonstrated by Okinawa Women Act Against Military Violence
(OWAAMYV), Okinawan women play vital roles in activism and campaigns agains
the perpetuation of U.S. military bases in Okinawa and U.S. global militanzati
(Fukuma and Matsuoka 2002; OWAAMYV 1998; Takazato 2003). Despite the long-
lasting struggles, Okinawa continues to shoulder a disproportionate burden of U.S.

military bases compared to the mainland.
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Military Bases in Okinawa

As a mainland Japanese who grew up in a region where there are no military
bases within a close proximity, it was not until | settled into my fieldwoektbt |
began to grasp the overpowering presence of the U.S. military. Variataynil
instillations surrounded by wire-net fences with signs reading “Unauthonited e
prohibited” symbolize the legal existence of U.S. Armed Force in Okinawa
legitimatized by the Japanese government (see Figure 2.2 and 2.3). Thesarfence
visible markers that draw legal boundaries between the U.S. and Japan (Okinawa).
Checking posts located at the entrance/exist point of military bases furgtion a
“Immigration” where unauthorized visitors must be escorted by authorizednyili
members to cross the border to the U.S. side.

Figure 2.2 “Unauthorized Entry Figure 2.3 We-net fences around
ibited” o the military base

US' MARINE _CORPS F_AClLITY
¥ (58 KB 6 B
UNAUTHORIZED ENTRY PROHIBITED

AND PUNISHABLE BY JAPANESE LAW,

B TIAS I EBTES A,
B SRS EOER R 5N,

Kadena Air Base, the largest airbase in the Pacific, is one of the major U.S.
bases among other and located in the central part of Okinawa where rhdisas/are

concentrated (see Figure 2.4). This vast scale multifunctional base acdatam
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more than 20,000 people including U.S. military personnel, Department of Defense
(DoD) civilian employees, their dependents, and Japanese employkssvere
other overseas bases in U.S. foreign territories, Kadena Air Base in @kiveswv
constructed according to American standards to offers “Little Amvefoc members
of the U.S. military who are away from their home. Baker (2004) explains that
“Little America”
provides a safe and sanitized environment for American personnel and their
families, where they could move from Panama to Okinawa to Great Britain to
Libya and find the same recreation options, the same products in the stores,
the same information on television and radio and in newspapers that they had

become accustomed to in their previous station (P. 58).

Figure 2.4 Kadena Air Base, 2004

Source: Courtesy of Okinawa Prefectural Governntexgcutive Office of the Governor, Military
Base Affairs Office.

% See Kadena Air Force, http://www.kadena.af.mill.
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As other “Little Americas” elsewhere do, military bases in Okinawa peoaidariety

of services and facilities ranging from U.S. fast food and family uestés, shopping
centers, PX/BX, bars and clubs, banks, post offices, movie theaters, schoalsslibra
hospitals, private beaches, marinas, and recreational facilities sgolf esurses,
tennis courts, to swimming podi3.High rise apartments and U.S.-style military
housing with well maintained “green lawns” provide spacious American style fl
plans equipped with central air conditionitfgU.S. cultural and social icons familiar
to U.S. soldiers and their families make them feel at home and offer a fzaurticul
quality of life in a foreign country.

Some military bases occupy populated areas and stretch out like acgigant
doughnut: a center hole symbolizes the U.S. military base and the ring represent
fences. There are also small and middle-sized “American doughnuts” thet sca
over the island, and some of them lay across two or three towns. Because local
Okinawans are prohibited from crossing the center hole, they are forced to tage a lon
way around the ring in order to move from one side to the opposite side. To local
Okinawans, especially those commuters who are affected by this inconvenient
arrangement on a daily basis, U.S. military bases are not merelyallofsstacles
but also a daily reminder of U.S. domination and power over Okinawan people and

their lands.

% pX stands for Post Exchange, where military persband eligible family members purchase a
variety of merchandise at reasonable prices. @&, tBX or Base Exchange, is also used to refer to
an exchange facility in Air bases. For military payd benefits, see Rush (2003).

% To Japanese, a spacious front yard covered wétngiawns symbolizes American homes as they
see in American movies and TV dramas. In Japa&gmglawns are rarely used to cover the front yard
of individual homes. Central air conditioning isttommon especially in Japanese style houses
primarily due to high cost of electricity in Japan.
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To people like Okinawans, who have been forced to “co-exist” with multiple
U.S. military bases in their lands for more than half a century, militesgsoare an
unavoidable reality. However, what U.S. military bases mean to them differs
depending on their relationships with U.S. military in Okinawa. Indeed, many
Okinawan people have some connections to U.S. bases through different channels
including base employmenOkinawa Taimus2003), one of the major Okinawan
newspapers, reported that there were more than 20,000 applicants for 550 full-time
base jobs in 2002. This is another ironic fact but military bases employmecit attra
Okinawans because they offer wages, benefits, and working conditions huatter t
most local companies do in OkinaWa.

Part-time and temporary jobs on base such as waitresses at restadesnts, sa
clerks at on-base stores, and cashiers at food courts are also availetdd pedple.
These jobs are popular, particularly among young Okinawan women. Many of them
consider this job opportunity as a way to practice their English, to experience an
“American atmosphere,” and most importantly, to gain access to “Littleridane
Some people also expressed their optimistic hopes to move up to fulltime positions
once they are hired as part-time employees. Regardless of these bageesipl
work status, full-time or part-time, their activities on base are resdrto minimal

use of certain services and facilities such as a food court and movie theater.

" There are more than 8,000 local people working/ch military bases as fulltime employees in
Okinawa alone. These Japanese base employedsegtaimd paid by Japanese government, Defense
Facilities Administration Agency. They receive wagnd work conditions similar to those of civil
servants in Japan while they follow American ridash as holidays (s€&kinawa Taimus2003).
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Unlike Okinawan base-employees, Okinawans who have personal connections
to military members (e.g., family members or close friends of militaves;
girlfriends of Gls or U.S. civilian employees) cannot go into military basgsut
being accompanied by their “connections.” However, they may enjoy some
privileges that are not available for the majority of Okinawan bagdegees. For
example, it is prohibited for base workers to shop or even to enter such places as
commissaries and BX/PX; however, Gls’ girlfriends may be able to buy gsoduc
from these prohibited stores through their Gl boyfriends. Similarly, fanmelypbers
of military wives could enjoy lunch at a NCOs’ (Non Commissioned Offiazu) or
an Officers’ club, depending on their Gl husbands’ military ranks. It is impddant
note that only U.S. military personnel and DoD civilian employees whose lagas st
in Japan is governed by the Japan-U.S. Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) could

fully enjoy military benefits and extend them to their spouses.

Military Wives and SOFA in Okinawa

The term SOFA, which is less likely known to most of the mainland
Japanese, was mentioned by almost every military wife with whom | ievesdiin
Okinawa. The SOFA is a key element to understanding military wives’ duaitieent
and positions in Okinawa. The SOFA is a bilateral agreement betweerSthend.a
host country regarding use of U.S. military bases and the status of United States

Armed Forces in the host country (Kirk, Cornwell, and Okazawa-Ray 200ByRy
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Shinsha and Chii Kgtei Shuzaihan 2004, Japan and the U.S. signed the SOFA
in 1960 but Japanese civil groups and activists have since criticized it aggaalune
treaty in favor for the legal protection for U.S. bases and military persoatiehsd
in Japan while it does not adequately address protection of local communities from
military related accidents or crimes committed by U.S. troops (Jonson RiDK4t
al. 2000). Johnson (2004:1-2) argues that the SOFA could be used by American
authorities in civil and criminal jurisdiction to “shield military felonsrir the
application of Japanese law” and let them “fly out of the country before local
authorities can bring him to trial.” Whether the SOFA is viewed as an unequal or
unjust treaty by Okinawan people, certainly U.S. SOFA members stationedin Japa
enjoy various benefits such a treaty offérs.

Because the SOFA applies only to U.S. citizens, it does not cover Okinawan
spouses of U.S. military personr®l. However, through their marriage to U.S. Gls
or DoD civilian employees, Okinawan women are integrated into the military
institution and entitled to various benefits as “dependents” of their husbands. For

example, military wives are granted the I.D. card and a speciateasé plate,

% The content of the SOFA varies depending on tis ¢muntry laws, power relations between the
two governments, and their willingness to negotiatens (Kirk, Cornwell, and Okazawa-Ray 2000).
For the complete documents of the SOFA, see theaffvebsite of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Japan: http://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/area/usa/sfagfidiitext.pdf.

% Under the SOFA, Japanese government has beeingfferancial support for the maintenance of
the U.S. military bases in Japan. This finanaigdport, the so-calledooiyari yosah (sympathy
budget) is used to pay such expenditures as caftisinof military housing and entertainment
facilities, wages of Japanese employees workinlgeat).S. bases, and the military’s utility bills.
Consequently, Japanese tax payers shoulder theciatdourden of U.S. military. See Ryt
Shinpsha and Chii Kgtei Shuzaihan (2004).

1% Even though a Japanese spouse is not grante®if& Status, their bi-racial children, who
normally possess both U.S. citizenship and Japaresmality, are classified as SOFA members as
long as they possess U.S. citizenship (see Sul2gén).
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known as “Y-number” by the military authority, which enable them to cross the
boundary between Japan (Okinawan civilian areas) and the U.S. freely. Thadsee
to “little America” is one of the various benefits that are granted to autkorize
members of the U.S. military community under the SOFA.

The 1.D. card granted to Okinawan military wives also enables them to escort
non-SOFA visitors such as their family and friends to take a tour of somédaain
the military bases. For the majority of Okinawans, the life inside th&mifences
is not accessible except for special occasions such as a military operahduse
holiday events (e.g., Halloweet!}. Having an opportunity to visit military bases
becomes something special for local Okinawans because it offers a Ungercan
experience” without leaving Okinawa and traveling to the U.S. Granted actregsa
to the military bases and facilities through their marriage to U.S. semeit, military
wives are often perceived as “privileged,” and as Enloe (2000:156) points out, they
are “defined by society not only by [their] relationship to man but by [their]
membership to a powerful state institution.”

It is ironic, but on the one hand, many Okinawans are explicitly against the
persistence of the U.S. military bases in Okinawa and actively pat#igipanti-base
movements from time to time. On the other hand, U.S. bases are popular destinations
for local Okinawan who want to experience a “real” American atmosphere
Okinawan people, especially older generations, have longer and more intensive

associations with Americans and American culture than the mainland Japanese have.

101 American Fest at Kadena Air base is the biggeSt bhilitary open house in Japan, which attracts
not only Okinawans but also tourists from mainldagan.
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Certain American material cultures, diet, and lifestyles are deefigcdaed in
Okinawan lives as a result of the long-term impact of the U.S. military ocapa
(see Kinjyo 1995; Miyagi 1995). For instance, certain American products are still
valued, favored, and consumed by many Okinawans even though they are generally
more expensive than domestic products. | saw a variety of U.S. brand name imports
(e.g., canned food, instant coffee, toothpaste, detergent, etc.) sold at Okinakan loc
supermarkets as well as at street stands. It is common knowledge amongadg&ina
that the same imported items are sold at base stores cheaper than local choseEs be
of tax exemption eligible for U.S. SOFA members and their families.

During interviews with military wives, many of them, particularly Okiaas,
said that they often felt pressured to escort their Okinawan friends ande=lkediger
for the unique American experiences. Military wives also reluctantly piedhas
American products such as imported beer, brand name cosmetics, and even food
items (e.g., meat, rice) on base stores for their friends when they found ultiic
refuse. Such activities are considered illegal as the military aythesitricted
purchases at base stores to personal use and consumption by eligible members.
However, many Okinawan military wives told me they routinely practicegal
purchases” on behalf of their friends, family, relatives, and neighbors.

Black marketing has also been a persistent problem among U.S. Gls who
resell various items purchased at on-base stores to local venders. Theg radita
and TV channels routinely broadcast a warning to such illegal activibespite

military authority’s consistent efforts to discipline their servicemesbmilitary
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bases continue to function as the distribution center where American mnaiétiee
informally flows into local markets and into the hands of some Okinawans. With
persistent popularity of certain American material culture, some Okiraera/y

military wives for their “privileges” to enjoy various military bertefunder their Gl
husbands’ SOFA status. Their privileges can also become a source of tension that
reinforces the negative views toward military wives in Okinawa.

While various military benefits are apparently positive assstscaated with
marriages to military personnel in Okinawa, being wives of U.S. servicemen adds
another dimension to such relationships, which make their experience quite different
from intermarried civilian couples. In addition to dealing with the language and
cultural differences with their spouses, Okinawan military wives alsociaopletely
new lifestyles in a hierarchical masculine world organized around training
deployment, cultures and languages shaped by the military institutionudédte
military structure is complicated, understanding the military rules wstdm is

challenging for any outsiders but especially for foreign wives.

R & R (Rest and Recreation) Districts

Many women | interviewed mentioned there are particular nightspots such as
bars, clubs, and live music houses carting to Gls in the base town and its vicinity.
These nightspots are popular “intimate sites” where Japanese women anceGls me
interact, and possibly develop intimate relationships. Some of these intireate sit

located in the base town overlap with former entertainment districts knowrsas “re
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and recreation” (R & R), which crystallize a sexualized landscape of Lt&patton
in Okinawa where women were patrticularly affected by militarizeccoiasties.
During the Vietham War, for example, Okinawa’s R & R districts offeatbus sex
businesses for countless U.S. soldiers returning from the battlefields anddimase g
back to Vietham. These R & R business such as bars, strip clubs, and brothels
flourished and experienced economic booms as U.S. soldiers spent U.S. dollars “like
water” into the R & R districts (Okinawa Kokusai Daigaku, IshiharaiZ&84;
Sturdevant and Stoltzfus 1992; Okinawashi Heiwa Bunka SkinR000)-%2

The short-term R & R economic prosperity generated by the Vietham War
depended heavily on women'’s various kinds of labors, but particularly, sexual and
emotional works for U.S. soldiet$® While these Okinawan women tremendously
contributed to the local economy, they also faced greater risk of being veditoyz
militarized masculinity that involved violence, sexual assaults, and in the asest ¢
murder by U.S. servicemen who were professionally trained for combat (sezaia
2003). However, the victims of militarized masculinity are not exclusiwelyen

working at sex businesses. Indeed, as | show in Chapter 6, several miltasy wi

192 There are many local publications that vividly fpay the R & R era in Okinawa. For example, in
Okinawa Kokusai Daigaku, Ishihara Zemi (1994), augr of college students at Okinawa International
University explored a history of base town by cactéhg oral history interviews with Okinawan
business owners engaged in R & R business dureyigstnam War. Their interviewees’ narratives
provide valuable information about the rise antidaentertainment districts and R & R business in
Okinawa.

103 According to Takazato (2001), Okinawa had more th200 A-sign bars serving as R & R
locations for U.S. soldiers in the late 1960s. dfficial report compiled by the police department
estimated there were 7,362 prostitutes in 1969Thkazato argues that the official account
underestimated the real number, which was estinrateé than twice as much as the police estimate.
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shared their personal stories of a date rape and domestic violence that ibotives

verbal and physical abuses by their own Gl husbands or Gl boyfriends.

Surviving Entertainment Districts: Gate-2 district

Today, Okinawa’s R & R districts and countless small R & R businesses that
flourished during the Vietham War era declined, transformed, abandoned or vanished
as a result of the reduction of U.S. forces associated with U.S. withdrawal from
Vietnam!® When | visited some surviving former R & R districts, the chaotic
enthusiasm and crowds of Gls | saw in the old photographs taken in the 1960s and
early 1970s have disappeared. The run-down old bars and stage-show clubs with
faded signs are common scenes. Although the atmosphere of the surviving
entertainment districts today is not the same as in the past, they continuade prov
variety of paid sexual services to Gls, while at the same time, servingasipo
intimate sites where Gl-Japanese intimacy emerges, develops, and/or viiishes

A base town Koza, located just outside the gigantic Kadena Air base in centra

part of Okinawa, is my primary fieldwork site that houses some surviving

entertainment districts including a bar strip known as “Gate-2 Street’it@@&ns

1% pevelopment of new local businesses such as mulpose shopping centers outside the base town
increased choices in off-duty activities for AmearicGls other than exploring nightlife in the
entertainment districts. These new businessescatrwide range of customers, from local
Okinawans, tourists from mainland Japan, both raatefemale military personnel, married couples,

to military families.

195 Koza is located in the old part of Okinawa citythe central Okinawa. 36% of the total land area of
Okinawa city is occupied by U.S. military faciliievhich is ranked in the seventh highest in terfns o
the proportion of land sacrificed to the U.S. railit (Okinawa Shiyakusho 2003a).
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and Gls stationed in Okinaw® The Gate-2 Street bar strip and surrounding areas
offer a variety of establishments such as American-style barsnligec houses, hip-
hop clubs, restaurants, souvenir shops, clothing shops, pawn shops, tattoo parlors,
hotels, along with Filipina bars and clubs, massage parlors, and red-ligkt alley
behind the main street. Even though the Gate-2 Street and nearby areds has litt
vestige of the past prosperity in the 1960s and early 1970s, it remains as one of the
most popular and notorious entertainment districts among U.S. Gls but especially
young servicemen.

The majority of GIs who come to the Gate-2 area on weekends, especially
payday weekends, are young enlisted servicemen. Many of them live on base and
come out for shopping, dining, bar hopping, dancing at clubs, enjoying live music, or
searching forlocal women. Even though the Gate-2 Street bar strip furatians
shopping district during the day, it does not come to full life until the nightlifenbegi
When the Gate-2 and nearby area are lit up with various English neon signs such as
“First Chance,” “Key Stones,” “JET,” “Hawaiian Night,” “Palm 29,” “Goodnies,”
“Honey Bee,” “The Shooter’s,” “Dragon,” “Seventh Heaven,” “Fujiyament “Gate
2 Garage,” the whole area create a peculiar atmosphere and lure youcesen
into a world of temptation and adventdfé. Though the majority of Americans
coming out to the Gate-2 area are male servicemen, | saw quite a fee& fema

servicemenbers strolling along the bar strip with their fellow Gls.

1% The street name, “Gate-2,” is named after oneaxféfia Air Base’s checking points commonly
known as “Gate 2,” because the street stretchesjinst outside the checkpoint.

197While most of the bars, clubs, and live houseduiting Filipina nightclubs, are owned by
Okinawans, some bars are run by mainland Japanésetired American servicemen.
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Bars and nightclubs in the Gate-2 district are unique in their own ways. Some
of these establishments are owned by U.S. veterans and provide authentmAmeri
styles, which create a “little U.S. world” within. For example, in theserican
style bars, almost everything one could find in these bars, from the drinkgsme
décor, to music, and in some establishments, pool tables and dart boards, create
American atmospheres and tastes. Bartenders, who are mostly Okwaman,
take orders in English and chat with U.S. customers. Conversations in English are
taking place at almost every table. The U.S. dollar, common currency on th2 Gate
bar strip, makes money transactions easy for U.S. customers, thus encourages them t

spend more money.

Women in Base Towns: Under American GIs’ Gaze
American GIs’ opinions about the Gate-2 Street area and women coming to
the base town vary, but to most Gls, the Gate-2 Street is a “party town” that offers
various nightspots catering specifically to U.S. servicemen. A represergaample
comes from an anonymous Gl who posted nightlife information on an Internet
message board site to share with his fellow Gls. He wrote:
Outside Gate 2 of Kadena Air Base in Okinawa lays a string of streets lined
with bars and strip joints. It offers anywhere from a sit down and drink to a sit
down “buy me drinkie [sic] while my friend strips onstage for you” bar. Itis
sin city out there my friends. SIN city. But if your [sic] single, not an avid

church goer, then | suggest you go and indulge yourself on a payday or
weekend. You can dress like a homeless bumb [sic] with just a towel around
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your waist to a high class business man [sic] the “mama-sans” out there are

there just for you [sic] monel?®
The anonymous Gl also mentioned the specific name of a “bar/brothel” in B Gat
Street area where Gls can “get attention from hot Filippina [sic] women ayitema
some sex too” if they want. One of my Gl informants, Kyle who has been living in
Okinawa nearly for three years, said there are two dozen or more Filipina
“bars/brothel” around the Gate-2 Street. These establishments are corkmavaty
as “Juicy Bars” or “Buy Me Drinks Bars” that often function as “brathel a
concealed area behind the bar coutfter.

Because Filipinas are overrepresented in the sex business in base towns today,
most Gls with whom | talked mentioned that they look at Filipinas in Okinawa
instantly as “bar girls” and identify their relationships with thesenen based on
money’'® They believe that Filipinas view U.S. Gls as economic resources and that
many of Filipinas have economic motivations to marry Americans. Gls mekara

distinction between Filipinas and Okinawan or Japanese women they see in base

towns. Kyle said,

198 «Anywhere outside Gate 2 Street Kadena, AB: DrumideS. Military personnel hangouts” and
“Yakiniku: Drink, Sing, and then have sexidsted on December 31 2003 by Drunken local69.
http://www.virtualtourist.com/travel/Asia/Japan/@&iwa/Okinawa-971699/Nightlife-Okinawa-BR-
1.html#tips

199 kyle explained how Filipina juicy bars work. Atedse Filipina bars, customers are expected to buy
“drinks” not only for themselves but also for Filia hostesses who sit with them. As a rule, the
customers are expected to buy alcoholic drinkstti@hostesses ask for. Alcoholic drinks are
overpriced ($10-20 per glass) compared to non-aliwbeverages. The “alcoholic” drinks the
hostesses receive are actually non-alcoholic ss@mapple juice in a cocktail glass, so the hestes
are able to keep asking for another drinks andtisésomers accumulate a big bill quickly.

110 . . . . . .

The majority of women working for sex businessapeeially catering to U.S. servicemen are the
Filipina immigrants. Japan’s economic growth agsed with improved living standards for
Okinawans demand cheap sex workers from outsideatetry who are willing to take Okinawan
women’s place.
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when Gls bring local women to their barracks for overnight relationships,

Filipinas are mostly ‘juicy girls’ who are picked up at a juicy bar as a

‘takeout.” Japanese women are not sex workers. They are mostly bar and

club hoppers and come to the Gate-2 Street to look for the right Gls. So they

could be easily picked up at any bars and nightclubs frequented by Gls.
Both Filipina and Japanese women are sexualized and objectified, but the former are
more likely to be seen as “commodities” to be purchased, while the latter ar@ssee
promiscuous women who are sexually available without monetary compensation.

James, who was recently discharged from the military, told me that many Gl
in Okinawa view Japanese and Okinawan women in the base town as objects or
potential sex partners. He said, “Younger American guys have an attitudéglilee *
get a woman tonight’ and go to a place like the Gate-2 Street to look for a woman.”
According to James, Japanese women coming to base towns are not perceived as
professional sex workers, but they look too “Westernized” in their provocative
dresses and behaviors, which include speaking “broken” English and using slang
learned from Gls. In James’ view, “Young Japanese girls hanging out in th& Ga
Street dress and behave based on what they believe American men like to sge, so the
can get attention from American guys.”

In some Orientalist eyes, these Japanese women, who come to the base town
in provocative clothes make themselves look “slutty” and sexually available for U.S
men to pick up. Japanese women in base towns not only are perceived to be picked
up easily, but also to be discarded easily when they are no longer wanted. Bruce,

another young enlisted Gl said: “Some Gls don’t take local women serioadly at

They just see a Japanese woman as a temporary girlfriend in Okinawa and throw her
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away as if she did not exist when they go back to the U.S.” Dehumanizing Asian
women as disposable objects has been routinely repeated. Hundreds of thousands of
deserted Asian “girlfriends” became merely part of the overseasiexpefor U.S.

Gls since the postwar era.

Aside from perceptions of Asian women as temporary sexual objects, many
Gls I interviewed also looked at Asian women from the other end of the spectrum of
Asian stereotypes, constructing Asian as demure and submissive in contrast to
American women. Some Gls mentioned faithfulness and a domesticated nature as
Asian women'’s qualities that American women lack. Scott, who plans to marry his
Okinawan girlfriend in the near future, thinks

Japanese (Okinawan) women are nicer than American women because they

know how to take care of their boyfriends and husbands. They care about

men more (than American women do), you know? Like, they want to cook

for men. They are faithful and don’t cheat on their husbands during a

deployment, too.

Similarly, Dave, who used to have an Okinawan girlfriend, told me that Japanese
women are not only faithful to the relationship but also “prepared to stay at home and
take care of the home and children” when they matrry.

Gls tend to idealize Asian women as “good wives and good mothers” who are
giving, caring, submissive, soft, quiet, respectful, polite, shy, and agreeable,
especially in comparison to American women. Tony, who has a Filipina wifassee
to have antipathy toward American women and views them as up tight, self-oriented,

materialistic, and status conscious, in contrast to Asian women who have strong

family bonds and values and respect for their traditions and cultures. Andy, who
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recently divorced his Okinawan wife, believes that Asian women in general posses
“natural beauty” and they are caring and emotionally attached. He also thinks
Japanese women are passive in a good way: they are easier to communicate with
because they are less aggressive and more easygoing than American women.

Some Gls relate Japanese women’s images to Japanese pop culture, the global
phenomenon cAnime Peter, an unmarried enlisted Gl, points out the influence of
popular Japanese femaaimefigures on young Gls. Some Japanese fedaime
figures, such as schoolgirls, are portrayed as innocent and childlikenii@éfans
may have fantasies about these figures and look at Japanese girls througharynagi
lenses. Bruce calls himself Amimefan and describes images of young Japanese
women as “pink and bubbly.” He said,

it seems to me Japanese girls show off their femininity. | mean they wear

short skirts, some pink color and cute things on them... They have tons of

cute straps on their cellular phone too, you know? They wear some cute little

things on their hair too...
His images of “pink and bubbly” Japanese women overlap with hyperfenfininge
figures fantasized in thenimeworld. The “pink and bubbly” Japanese woman can
also be a contemporary version of the overly feminized tiny “China dolls.” Bruce
views feminine women as more attractive, and such a view is reinforced by his
contrasting image of American women as strong and aggressive.

Some Gls shared their views of peers who have Japanese girlfriends or wives.
Roger, who recently divorced from his Okinawan wife, told me that getting women in

the U.S. is difficult and competitive, but easier overseas. For American ngen, it i

understood as common knowledge that they can find women easily in Asian countries
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and take them back home if they want. Roger said, “Lower rank Gls who come to
Okinawa get local women with full nice things. But they ended up mistreating their
women. These guys don't provide what they (women) want. This is a reality and
makes American men look bad.” Jessie, who has a Filipina wife, cynically said
“American men who are in relationships with Asian women think they can’t be
hooked up [with women] other than those [Asian] women.” From some GIs’ point of
views, Gl-Japanese intimacy is a form of compensation or “welfare, ast gekort

for American men who failed to find partners in the U.S.

Economy of U.S. Gls in Okinawa

Whether Gls come to the base town to objectify Japanese women as short-
term sexual partners or not, Okinawans whose livelihood depends on Gl patrons
welcome them. Various factors such as military curfews imposed on GIs,
deployment of a large number of Gls outside Okinawa, and Gls’ financial@itsiat
affect their businesses. | became acquainted with Jun-mama, an Okwwamvan,
who works for a “buy me drinks bar” featuring Filipina “dance shows” for several
years'*' The owners of Filipina “buy me drinks bars” often hire elderly local
women, like Jun-mama, to stand in front of their establishments to soliciti®ls w

pass by.

1 Few months after | started exchanging greetings ér, we became more like friends than
strangers. She let me in the stage-show club wdteravorks a few times. There was a Filipina
“dancer” in a bikini swinging her body with musitthe center of the small stage. There was onéy on
middle-aged American customer at the table witlesg\Filipina hostesses. As Kyle, my Gl
informant told me, these hostesses were constaskiyg for drinks until the customer was ready to
leave.
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Jun-mama spoke to Gls passers-by in English, “Hello, do you have free
time?” or “Do you want to see the show?” while pointing to pictures of Filipina
dancers in the display showcase at the entrance. Most Gls either ignonardaror
make jokes in response to her as they kept walking. Jun-mama complained:
“Americans used to have a lot of money and spent a lot too. But today’s young
soldiers don’t have much moneyand they are tight-fisted.” | heard similar
comments on financial situations of young Gls from other people who have business
in the base town.

An owner of a small bar whom | interviewed grumbled about young Gl
customers who occupy the counter stools for hours with few orders of drinks. She
said, “Young poor Gls try to stay at the counter stools with just one drink they've
ordered. These guys take as much time as possible to finish the drink, yousee? It
their ‘tactics,” you know?*? When | visit her bar, | often see her encouraging
“slow” GI customers to buy more drinks for themselves or to buy one for her. Her
voice is soft and polite, but her message to Gls customers is clear: buy drinks or
leave.

Lower rank Gls who could barely make their money last until the next
paychecks are not uncommon. Although their personal problems might be attributed
to their poor financial managements, their financial situations are also cexhtect

political and economic circumstances. For example, Japan’s economic growth,

"2 Throughout my stay in Okinawa, the exchange rateséen the U.S. dollar and Japanese yen was
consistent. 1USD was approximately 100YEN. Aleaif beer (e.g., Budweiser, Heineken) at bars in
the Gate-2 area normally costs $5 to $6 while #mesbeer costs less than $2 on base.
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especially since the 1980s into early 1990s, strengthened Japan’s position in the
global market. The shifts in power relations in a global economy over the past
decades have changed political and economic power relations between the U.S. and
Japan (McDougall 2007). The changes of U.S.-Japan power relations from time to
time since the end of the World War 1l consequently affect personal finahteS.
servicemen stationed in Japan.

In postwar Japan, for example, the U.S. victor fixed the exchange rate
between the U.S. dollar and Japanese yen in favor of the U.S. cufferdye U.S.
dollar with a high value relative to the Japanese currency made it possible even for
lower ranked U.S. soldiers in Japan to lead a “luxurious” lifestyle, the kirtdasuc
hiring a housemaid[s], that would not be possible if they were in the U.S. One war
bride informants told me that her husband hired a Japanese housemaid largely
because his fellow Gls had one. More recently, Gls stationed in Okinawa during the
Vietnam War era continued to benefit from strong U.S. dollar against Japanese
currency and they also “had enormous economic advantages over Okinawans,
because women and other forms of ‘entertainment’ had been ‘cheap’ (Inoue 2007:
122).

In contrast, contemporary U.S. Gls, especially junior servicemen,faoteaf

not only by the overall increases in prices and services in Japan but also ustdidict

131n the postwar era, the value of Japanese yen [¥fENone USD was fixed at 360YEN until the
U.S. allowed Japanese yen to float in 1972. Sealda Sloken (Nomura Securities Company, Ltd.)
web site: http://www.nomura.co.jp/terms/japan/kakange_r360.html.

153



exchange rates with diminished values of U.S. dollar to Japane$¥' yeor.

example, throughout my stay in Okinawa, the exchange rate between the U.S. dollar
(USD) and Japanese yen (JPY) was consistent: 1USD was approximateBN.OOY

A bottle of beer (e.g., Budweiser, Colona) costs less than $2 per bottle on base while
the same beer normally costs $5 to $6 at bars in the Gate-2 area. The shifts in
political and economic power dynamics between the U.S. and Japan over years
affected Gls’ consumption power and social life in Japan.

While Japan’s strong economy negatively affected U.S. Gls stationed in
Japan, it helped Japanese women improve their economic and social status
domestically and internationally. The new economic power relation between the U.S
and Japan also reshaped Gl-Japanese women relationships. Women’s economic
power helped to reduce or even overcome an economic gap that had previously
existed between Japanese women and U.S. Gls. Japanese women’s strong financial
situations challenge the traditional gender roles where men are ebgégitials”
and women are “receivers.” Therefore, the current economic order gives soBre pow
to new generations of Okinawan and Japanese women in their relationships with U.S.
Gls, which was not available for the war brides in the postwar era.

Despite the reality that most of the rank-and-file servicemen wereddo

live on the tight budget from one payday to the next, these young Gls still make up

14 The devaluation of the U. S. dollar was agreeid the Plaza Accord signed by the five leading
industrialized nations in 1985. As a result, thehange rate of the U.S. dollar to the yen declined
dramatically. For instance, 238YEN per one U.Sladin 1985 decreased to 168YEN per one U.S.
dollar in 1986, which consequently discouraged dd¥ar holders to purchase Japanese products and
services. Kikumura and Kinjo (1990) detail the imipaf the decline of value of the U.S. dollar oa th
Okinawan base economy in thBiokoe Iku Kichi Okinaw#1990).
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the majority of customers who contribute to the survival of night businesses on the
Gate-2 district and nearby areas. These nightspots, ranging fronkanaalke bars,
American style bars, Filipina “Buy me Drinks” bars, live music houses, tbdypp
clubs, welcome and entertain U.S. servicemen in their own ways. Women
predominantly occupy the workforce in night businesses as in the past: they are
young female Okinawan bartenders (occasionally female mainlamdA&raericans),
Filipina dancers and hostesses, elderly Okinawan women suntaasasarisat old
karaoke bars and Jun-mama who solicit Gl passersby for Filipina barsheéfvtiet
workers are young Okinawans, mainlanders, Filipinamama-sansall play their
own roles in encouraging Gls clients to return to the bar districts.

Although many night businesses in base towns cater primarily to U.S.
servicemen, they also attract local customers including new generatiymsnof
women who seek first hand “U.S. experiences.” Some establishmentatestbg
Gl customers such as clubs (e.g., hip-hop clubs), live music houses, and American
style bars offer gate-ways to the initial contact with Ameriadtuces and U.S.
men!'® These nightspots also often turn into “intimate spaces” for local women and
Gls to meet potential partners. In the following chapter, | focus on thveglat
recent trend of hip-hop music in Japan that has influenced Japanese women’s views
of American men along the racial lines of white and black. Second, | discuss how

women perceive American men based on idealized images of “Americaniméen” t

15«Club” generally refers to off-base discos that distinguished from on-base clubs such as
Officers’ clubs, NCO'’s (Non Commissioned Officerslubs, and E (Enlisted men'’s) clubs. While
majority of my informants used the term “club,” wemwho are in their 40s and older tended to use
“disco” instead of “club.”
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transcend racial divisions, while military institutions and militarizexsoalinity
complicate Japanese women’s perceptions of American men. In the last $ection,
show how socioeconomic improvement of Japanese women enables them to gain
power in relationships with Gls while they remain Orientalized to someedyr

American men.

156



Chapter 5

Reversing the Gaze: Redefining Racial, Gender, and Sexual Boundaries

The preceding chapter provided historical, social, and economic contexts of
U.S. military bases and base towns in Okinawa and their impact on Okinawan people,
especially on women. | described the Gate-2 Street and surrounding entertainme
areas in detail as important sites for understanding the pattern of Gkedapa
intimacy in contemporary Okinawa. The entertainment districts offesusa
intimate sites such as bars and clubs where U.S. Gls and Japanese women meet,
interact, and sometimes develop romantic relationships. These spaces aisateontr
to production, reproduction, and perpetuation of Orientalist images and stereotypes of
Asian women. While these women are objectified and sexualized under the
Orientalist gaze, these contemporary women are more activej\assexpressive,
and resourceful in their relationships with Gls. By shifting the positiortsosét
who gaze and those who are objects of the gaze, | expose American men to the gazes
of Japanese women, which enables new generations of Japanese women to express

subjective views of American men and to represent themselves in their own voices

Clubs as Intimate Sites: Hip-hop Fever in Okinawa

One remarkable feature of contemporary Gl-Japanese intimacy msdahgt
relationships started in base towns where Japanese women cocons@aserso
enjoy the nightlife. Unlike previous generations of women working at R & R

districts, and Filipina migrant workers more recently, contemporary Japaoesen
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are more likely to establish personal relationships with Gls for enjoyaneimot for
money. Table 2.3 shows that a high proportion of military wives and military
girlfriends | interviewed met Gl boyfriends or future husbands at nightspciisas
clubs (e.g., hip-hop, disco), bars, and live-music houses that American servicemen
frequent.

Table 2.3 Where did you meet your Gl husband or boyfriend?

Military Wives Military GFs Total
N % N % N %
31 60

25 58 6 67
9 21 2 22 11 21
2 5 0 0 2 4
7 16 1 11 8 15
43 100 9 100 52 100

20ne woman met her Gl husband at an on-base bar.

Nearly every military wife | interviewed (one out of three women) toldshee
regularly went to clubs near the Gate-2 Street in the 1990s and identified deself
former “clubber.” These women often talked about their “club debut,” refewing t
the first time they experienced clubs popular with U.S.'&IsThe majority of ex-
clubbers, now in their thirties, started going to “American” clubs when tleeg
their late teens and early twenties. These women often started gaingg out of
curiosity, but many ended up becoming regular club-goers. The trend of hip-hop
music and culture in Japan added a new dimension to Gl-Japanese relationships,

especially those involving black Gls and Japanese women.

“8There are also clubs in Okinawa where the majoffityale and female patrons are Okinawan and
Japanese. Some of my informants told me thatithigglly went to these “Japanese” clubs but they
switched to “American” style clubs after a whil€hey believed that the type of music played in
Japanese clubs was not as good or cool as it washe frequented by U.S. Gls.
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In Japan, U.S. hip-hop culture emerged in the mid-1980s as “underground”
music and became part of the mainstream culture for Japanese teens and ydsing adul
in the 1990s. According to Broder (2006:40), musical components such as the lyrics
and cadence of rap are crucial in the U.S., but hip-hop in Japan is “viscerall,sensua
and based in images: its highest articulation is found in high-priced clubs ratier tha
on recorded albums” (Broder 2006:40). Condray (2004) also contends that the
striking feature of hip-hop in Japan is the way young Japanese express devotion to
hip-hop through imitation of black rappers, not just by wearing dreadlocks and hip-
hop fashion, but also by fetishizing black skin.

Since Japanese hip-hop emphasizes visual interpretation and presentation of
“black music” with strong connotations of “blackness,” nightclubs and discos become
sites for performing and consuming blackness (Condray 2004). Cornyetz (2006)
points out that for female hip-hop lovers, hip-hop style includes not only music and
fashion but also “acquisition” of male African American lovers. However, tie hi
visibility of intermarriage between Japanese women and black Gls in today’s
Okinawa suggests that these women view blackness as more than a “salely erot
fetish” (Kelsky 2001), or black men as more than merely “desired” sexuaitslipe
consumption (Russell 1998).

Women | interviewed also look at blackness as the reality that shapes their
lives and identities as wives of black U.S. servicemen. Similar to thdamdj hip-
hop clubs in Okinawa attract Japanese clubbers who seek “authentic” black hip-hop

experiences. While the “black fetish” is a major part of hip-hop trends in Japan and

159



elsewhere, blackness in the context of Okinawa’s hip-hop clubs around U.S. military
bases is inseparable from and enhanced by militarized masculinity. Asdsliater,
many military wives complimented GIs’ well-built bodies, especially ¢hafs

Marines whose physical training (PT) maintains their masculinity ansigaly

strength. Since young black Gls in Okinawa are mostly Marines, their bodies add
masculine attractiveness to the hip-hop styles in Okinawa.

Interviews with women who are associated with black Gls in Okinawa
revealed that the trend of hip-hop music was an influential factor that in the
popularity of young black Gls. Many wives of black GIs mentioned the connections
between their interests in “black music,” or hip-hop, and their preferencekmbébr
men. Mariko, the Okinawan military wife, explained how her fascination with hip
hop music stimulated racial desire for black men:

Oh, yes, | loved them [black men]! They were definitely my type [laughter].

When | was a high school student, | became interested in black men. Well,

black music sparked me. First, | started liking music by Janet Jackson. She

was so cool when | first saw her dancing in the TV commercial for an airline
company. | liked rap music by MC Hammer too. But anyway, ever since |
saw Janet Jackson on TV, | was always looking for that type of music... |
wanted to have a black boyfriend. | wasn'’t interested in white men.
Since Mariko’s musical preferences value blackness, she said hetiaitfar the
opposite sex always centered on black men. She also told me that she frequented a
hip-hop club near a military base where she eventually met her future husband.
While hip-hop clubs have become visible representations of blackness, theywrarely

associated with white maleness, which manifests persistence édigisens

between black and white Gls in the entertainment districts around U.S.yrhlises.
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Racial Dynamics among Japanese Female Clubbers in a Base Town
Historically, U.S. race relations based on the black-white binary shaped sexua
territories in entertainment districts during the U.S. occupation of po3ayan,
while such racialized sex territories existed until the mid-1970s in Okirseea (
Hiroyama 2000; Ishikawa 2004; Okinawa Kokusai Daigaku, Ishihara Zemi 1994;
Onga 1998). Local women who worked as bar hostesses and prostitutes reinforced
the racialized sexual division in the entertainment districts. These wonved ser
either white Gls or black soldiers, but not both. Violations of the sexual boundaries
along the racial line created tension and often led to fighting between whitdeeck
soldiers (Hiroyama 2000; Okinawa Kokusai Daigaku, Ishihara Zemi 1994:275).
Today, the racial boundary in entertainment districts in Okinawa is not as
explicitly or rigidly maintained as it was in the 1950s and into the early 1970s
(Hiroyama 2000). However, “voluntary” racial divisions persist in some bluiss,
and live-music houses catering to Gls in the entertainment areas. Sturdevant and
Stoltzfus (1992), who conducted research in the Kin bar area near Camp Hansen in
the northern part of Okinawa, noted:
The Kin bar area is not racially segregated to the extent that bar areas in the
Philippines and Korea are. However, there are some clubs that are
predominantly Euro-American, which usually play hard-rock music; clubs
favored by African-American play more rap and may have a dance floor
(P. 256).
| observed a similar pattern in nightspots in the Gate-2 Street arezsetieatamially

divided between white and black Gls, depending on the types of music they played

and the atmospheres they offered.
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While GI patrons themselves are largely responsible for the continuing U.S.
racial divisions in bar areas, Okinawan and Japanese women who frequented the
entertainment districts also reinforced these divisions. Mina, an Okinaiemym
wife who frequented “white” clubs in the 1990s, explained the racial divisions
between clubs:

| started going out with my friends who logaijin (foreigners). Well, there

were some well-known clubs near the Gate-2 Street vgagjia hang out.

We went to clubs together almost every weekend.... We used to go to [club]

“Manhattan.” Only locals knew about this situation, but at that time, clubs

were divided into two depending on who went there, | mean, blacks or whites.

Blacks went to [club] “Pyramid” and whites usually went to [club]

“Manhattan”....

Other former clubbers | interviewed stated that female clubgoersdiveded
roughly into two groups along the white-black color line. These women often
expressed their racial affiliations explicitly, through choices adckl or “white”
clubs, depending on their racial and musical preferences.

Masami, an Okinawan military wife, also frequented “white” clubs with her
friends when she was a college student. During the interview, she idkehgfigelf
in a self-deprecating way asnejq but distinguished herself from women associated
with black Gls, who sometimes receive the derogatory lakeahksijo(koku= black;
jo = woman) omblapan(bla = black;pan= panpar). While amejois the more
generic term, referring to women perceived as loving only U.S. kaénjoor
blapanspecifiesamejowho pursue only black men. According to Masami,

There weren’t many Japanese women who liked both (black and white men)

but usually they were divided into “black” or “white”.... | had no connection
to women who hung out with black men because they were in a different
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group... It was like...I simply drew the line between “us” (whites) and

“them” (blacks). It's like “we are ndtokujd”.... Do you know [the club]

“Pyramid”?... In my time, it was a place for blacks to hang outkakdjo

followed them. | occasionally went there, but it wasn’t fun because | didn’t

care fortheir music.
Masami refused to be included in the category of Japanese women adseitfate
black Gls kokujo and drew a line between herself and these women. Many Japanese
ex-clubbers I interviewed distinguished themselves from each otherdrasacial
affiliations in choices of music, fashion, and men. Despite their seifdidation
and racial preferences, women in the base towns were lumped together, and often
labeled ammejocollectively, by media and society because of their associations with
U.S. servicemen.

During interviews, all ex-clubbers told me that black Gls outnumbered Gls of
other racial groups in clubs that offered what they called “black music,” sugp-as
hop and R & B. Consequently, women with strong interests in black music and/or
black men sought out these clubs. According to ex-clubber informants, clubbers who
disliked black music were more likely to go to clubs that played mostly “white
music,” such as rock, punk, pop, and alternative, and which attracted white Gl
patrons. Live-music houses in the Gate-2 Street area also attracGivhitdiences
because they play heavy metal, punk, and hard rock. When | visited these live-music
houses, | found that the majority of American patrons were indeed whiteO@lthe

other hand, the hip-hop clubs I visited were filled mostly with black Gls apah&se

female clubbers.
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Club Scene: Hip-hop Clubs and Japanese Female Clubbers

| conducted ethnographic observations at two hip-hop clubs and became
acquainted with a young Japanese woman, Akemi, who moved to Okinawa from the
mainland several years ajd. She identified herself as a clubber and agreed to take
me to one of the popular hip-hop clubs that black Gls frequent. Once inside the club,
| immediately noticed a pattern of gender and racial composition of thelsrtive
majority of male patrons were black Gls and most female clubbers wang yo
Japanese and Okinawans. Even though it was a weeknight, black men and Japanese
women packed the small dance floor as the night weht®on.

All hip-hop clubs have some unique characteristics, but each provides an
exotic ambience that encourages erotic adventures between black Gls angdelapane
women. The popularity of hip-hop clubs depends on a total package of the hip-hop
style that includes DJs, colorfully illuminated mirror balls suspended tinem
ceilings, dimly lit rooms, cash bars, and most important, black Gls or “brotivbrcs”
take leading roles on the dance floor. Black Gls accompanied some Japanese wome
in the clubs | visited, but most women seemed to arrive in small groups withleut ma

partners, which made it easier for the Gls to approach the women. Nothall of

117 Okinawa has been a popular beach resort destinfationainland Japanese tourists. More recently,
Okinawa also attracts young mainlanders who interiive in Okinawa for longer periods or semi-
permanently. In one account, about 20,000 mailiemndhove to Okinawa every year while about the
same number of people returns to mainland afterdifew years in Okinawa. “Okinawa Immigration
Boom: A pitfall of Paradise, JCAST NewsMarch 04, 2007. http://www.j-
cast.com/2007/03/04005921.html

18 Akemi suggested that we go to a club on Lady’shilighen the admission for women was free so
that we might see more Japanese female clubbeish whturn attract Gls. We went there around
midnight and stayed for three hours. When wetkeftclub, it was still filled up and there was no
indication that the crowds were getting ready tvée
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women in the clubs wore hip-hop styles, but many dressed in miniskirts, hip-hugging
jeans, and other tight-fitting outfits that emphasized their bodylines. adhessed
in skimpy outfits that revealed a great deal of skin.

Kiko, an Okinawan military wife, pointed out that the total fashion style (e.g.,
clothes, makeup, hairstyles, languages) of female clubbers often reveaisdiaé
affiliations. According to Kiko, Okinawan and Japanese women who were dating
black Gls dressed to match their boyfriends, who tended to be more conscious about
fashion than did white men. Some military wives also mentioned that these
Okinawan and Japanese “sisters” consulted U.S. fashion magazines to learn how
“real black sisters” dress. These “wannabe black” women often have access to
American products, including fashion magazines and cosmetics at on-base stores,
through connections to their Gl boyfriends. By contrast, Kiko and other informants
said that women associated with white Gls dress more casually becaws&ishit
usually wore casual outfits, such as jeans and T-shirts, while off-Buty.

As hip-hop music, formerly known as underground music, entered the
Japanese mainstream, it challenged stigmatized post-war Gl-Japanesees,
specifically those between black Gls and Japanese women. Kelsky (2001) points out
that Japanese women began to challenge the whiteness that has signified U.S.
economic power and racial superiority in Japan since the U. S. military occupation.

Pursuing black men rather than whites enabled younger generations of dapanes

119 Military wives also mentioned that there are imfiat dress codes for Gls in the Marine Corps
during the off duty time. For instance, they arggested to wear a button down shirt rather than T-
shirt when going out privately even though the&sdr codes are not mandatory.
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people to reconstruct negative perceptions of blackness positively, within & globa
context of hip-hop music and culture. In many respects, this reconstruatioters
the hegemony of whiteness and white culture, which in turn enables women
associated with black Gls to empower themselves and openly express thieredhcia
desires.

Some of my interviewees associated with black Gls also mentioned that a
Japanese novelist, Yamada Eimi, gave them new perspectives on black-Japanese
intimate relationships. Yamad&®dtime Eye$1985), for example, boldly depicts a
sexual and erotic relationship between a Japanese nightclub singer and a plack Gl
which created a sensation among Japanese readers at that time. As Kul@8i4ara (
notes, the publication @edtime Eyeand her sequential pieces on a black-Japanese
relationship, contributed to the increase in the numbers of Japanese women who
viewed a black lover as cool and fashionable. In Yamada’s books, Japanese female
characters are depicted as rebellious, who reject the traditional gendegydieol
young women (e.g., passive, virgin) and choose to become “independent in a sense
that they are emotionally strong, bold, confident of themselves and in charge of their
own lives” including sexual relationships with men (Kuwahara 1994:108). Japanese
women, who see themselves as unfits or deviators from the Japanese traditional
gender roles and expectations, relate themselves to Yamada's feanaeters in her
books. An Okinawan interviewee, who just began dating a black Gl said, Yamada’s
novels are inspiring and give her strength and encouragement to act and think

positively in her relationship with her black boyfriend.
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White Men Under the Gaze: Wives and Girlfriends of Minority Gls
When | interviewed wives and girlfriends of black, Asian American, and
Latino Gls, some discussed white Gls from the perspectives of women of color who
are racialized and sexualized, primarily by white men. These womemihie Gls
as arrogant, rude, and prejudiced, not only against black Gls but also against other
racial groups, including Asian women. For example, Yukie, a militatyigird,
shared her memory of the experience of working as a bartender att@ batiiin the
Gate-2 Street area. Yukie said she felt that some white Gl customers tllenber
seriously, and treated her disrespectfully because of her gender ansldrareAs:
White customers who came to the bar tend to look down on Asians. | think
they feel superior to Asian women and treated us in the way they think we
deserve.... Many of them think it's okay to touch Asian women'’s bodies
when they were drunk. | mean, they touched our butts.... They were rude,
haughty, and disrespectful.
Most military wives or girlfriends of minority Gls talked about perceptiohwhite
men that were based on their interpretations of occasions involving direatiites
with white Gls. Some also view white Gls through the lenses of their partners’
perceptions. For example, some wives of black Gls insisted there is racism in the
military and complained that their husbands are treated unfairly in cceopdo
white peers. One woman married to a black Gl claimed her husband was denied a
promotion at the same time his white colleague received one. According to this

interviewee, her husband was as qualified as the white serviceman was,vihitehe

serviceman received preferential treatment from a white superiogeroffic
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While military wives of minority Gls tend to focus on unfair treatment of
racial minorities in the military, others found a racial dimension in unequal power
relations between whites and other racial groups in the U.S. Kanako, an @kinaw
wife who identifies herself as a former hip-hop clubgoer, problematizes weites m
power in the U.S.:

To me, America is attractive because it's a country of racial diversttynk

racial diversity is powerful. But when you think ‘who rules America?’ | think

it's whites after all. America is the country of white men who have power....

But black people are trying to assert themselves in their own way, like through

music. This appeals to me.... | don’t think | have chemistry with a white

man, anyway. | don't like Rock music. | can’t stand country music, either

[laughter]. | love hip-hop music and dancing at clubs.... | want to share and

enjoy the same kind of music with my (black) partner.

Although Kanako explicitly expresses a preference for black men prbbi
music, she views hip-hop music not merely as a fashion and acknowledges it as a
form of cultural expression and empowerment. Kanako, like most women who
addressed issues of power, racism, and sexism associated with white Gigitary
wives of minority Gls. By contrast, few military wives of white Glsqeéved

whiteness as a negative component of white men that might affect other raggs,g

including Asian women.

White Men Under the Gaze: Wives and Girlfriends of White Gls
Similar to women who expressed preferences for black men, many military
wives of white Gls openly talked about race as a factor that encouraged or

discouraged them to pursue relationships with certain men. Motoko, an Okinawan
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wife, discussed her preference for white Americans. She said she yeadatd a
white man and eventually to marry him. In search of the right man, Motoko
frequented “white” clubs in the base town where she met her future husband.
When | asked Motoko what influenced her to become interested in white Anggrica
she responded:

The first time | started liking American men was when | read a love stay

Japanese comic bod® In that comic book, [white male] American

characters were depicted so caring and sweet...since then, | becaestedte

in [white] Americans.... | prefer white Gls.... | like a man who looks truly
gaijn who has blond hair...tall, and has white skin (generghyjin means
foreigners but in this context it refers to Caucasians) [laughter].ed daime

Gls who were just like my ideal imagesgdijin but only to find myself being

dumped [laugher].... | was serious about every relationship | had. Marriage

was always in my mind.

Motoko fantasized about white male characters portrayed in idealistic
manners in Japanese comic books. Russell (1998: 153) notes that Japanese comic
books designed to attract female readers tend to treat white malessasmégiive of
Western men, who are portrayed as “sensitive, refined, and without sexign,” a
comparable to traditional images of Asian patriarchy. Motoko said she pantigcul
likes Western male attributes such as “ladies-first” that Ameiljwaite) Gls in
Okinawa performed for her, just as her favorite white characters did fatfem
characters in comic books.

Sayaka, an Okinawan military wife, candidly spoke of her racial prefere

for whites and of frequenting “white” clubs until she married. As these catwars

120 Comic books are popular in Japan not only amofigreim and youth but also young adults and
middle-aged Japanese regardless of their gendenicooks that target female readership often use
Caucasians but not racial minorities, especialfyrémantic stories taking place in Europe and
America.
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continued, | found a similarity between Sayaka’s and Motoko’s perceptions: media
representation of Americans influenced Sayaka’s views of Americans ardte$w
...l am not exactly sure what makes white men so attractive but | never looked
at a black guy as my potential boyfriend. It's okay if he is just a friend.... My
images of Americans were always whites ever since | startetiinmgtioreign
soap operas when | was a child. As far as | remember, I've never seen any
American TV dramas that featured black families as main characters itWhe
came to American [middle-class] families, to me, it was always whites
For Sayaka, whites represent the American middle-class family, butiske there
is no black equivalent to the middle-class family in America. Therefongiaga to
a white Gl would mean starting an American middle-class family lifevioald
provide her with the kinds of lifestyles Sayako saw on television. Popular media, in
the form of American TV dramas, movies, magazines, and Japanese comic books,
contributed not only to creation of images of “Americans” but also to diffusion of
these images to Japanese people.
Media representations of whites as model middle-class U.S. citizenbaitt
to the early post-World War Il era in Japan. As Chapter 3 mentioned, the comic str
Blondieand the movies selected by GHQ during the U.S. occupation shaped Japanese
perceptions of Americans (Gekkan Akurosu 1989). Even though contemporary
Japanese mainstream media acknowledge racial diversity in Americdieolialss
families, they continue to manifest the ideology of whiteness and portray white

Americans as more desirable partners for Japanese people than men frarcahe

groups.
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Black Men Under the Gaze: Wives and Girlfriends of White Gls

When | asked wives of white Gls about their perceptions of black men, some
told me they feel black Gls are more promiscuous and more likely to "cheat on
women" than white men are. These women tend to look at black Gls under the
influence of stereotypical images of black male as hypersexual antbteere
dangerous to “respectable” wom&n. Other prevalent images of black men in the
U.S., which portray them as poor, as criminals, and as violent, contributed to negative
perceptions of black Gls in Okinawa. Some white GIs’ wives expressed fears of
black Gls, whom they think may harm them, which contrasts sharply with their
idealistic images of white men constructed around white heroism in America
movies.

Other military wives of white Gls mentioned that perceived cultural
“differences” between blacks and Japanese discouraged them from develomng clos
relationships with black Gls. Most of these interviewees identified blacki@is
hip-hop music and viewed hip-hop music as essential to and inseparable from black
men’s lifestyles. Kiriko, the Okinawan single mother of a bi-racial chdthfa
previous marriage to a Gl, said:

Basically, | have no chemistry with black men at alll.like some hip-hop

hit songs, but | don’t think | want to play these songs all the time. | can’t put

up with their (black) language either, like when they say “hey yo.” For people

who like hip-hop music, this kind of language may sound cool and appealing,

but it's not my style.... | hate when they teasingly ask me if | like whites
better than black guys.

2L For black sexuality and masculinity, see PatritilhCollins (2004),Black sexual politics: African
Americans, gender, and the new racisna bell hooks (2004YVe real cool: Black men and
masculinity
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Similar to Kiriko, other interviewees associated with white Glsrriefd@ip-hop music
and styles as obstacles to developing intimate relationships with blacK k&dse
women consider their lifestyles and cultures to be closer to the Amenaastream
than to blacks, because they see black culture as too foreign.
Michi, a Japanese military wife, emphasized “differences” andtegjemy
possibility of dating or marrying a black Gl:
l... (after a long pause)...l don’t think there was a possibility for me to marry
a black man. Well, it has nothing to do with his race. | mean | am not
prejudiced against black people. But there are vast differences between us,
you know? That's why | hesitated to date a black GlI.... | mean, | am not that
interested in black music and culture anyway. So there is nothing attractive
about black men to me.
Similar to Michi, other wives of white Gls spoke carefully about race and were
concerned about being seen as prejudiced against black Gls. When | interviewed
white Gls’ wives, many of them began with an “I am not prejudiced agairtisbla
disclaimer before talking about racial issues. By contrast, as lanedtearlier,
some wives of minority Gls accused white Gls of being prejudiced agairast Asi
women and other minority groups. Military wives tend to identify themselves with

their husbands’ race and quickly learn about race relations among Gls and “proper”

expressions when they discuss race.
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Persistence of Prejudice and Discrimination against Black Gls in Okiawa
In addition to perceived “differences” between Japanese and blacks, some

informants said that the likelihood of family opposition was a reason not to pursue a

relationship with a black Gl. Above all else, these women excluded bladkoBis

potential marriage avoid disputes with their families. Sayo, an Okinawssryn

wife, pointed out that her family had a negative attitude about black Gls stationed in

Okinawa and that this made her self-conscious about selecting a partner.
...l don’t know [if there was a possibility for me to marry a black Gl], but |
would have to think about it carefully.... | don’t think my parents would
accept him [if he were black].... Well, personally, it's just fine with me to
date a black person, but | worry about what other people think about him.
Many Okinawans are still prejudiced against blacks, you know? | have a
friend who married a black GI. She told me that her parents don’t want their
gossipy neighbors to see their black son-in-law. So my friend hesitated to
bring her husband to her parents’ house. Actually, her husband visited her
parents’ house once or twice so far and only at night...because he would not
stand out in the neighborhood if it's dark, you see?

Sayo also mentioned that prejudice against U.S. servicemen remains strong among

older generations, particularly in the southern part of Okirfatv&he was not the

only informant concerned negative reactions of parents, relatives, and even neighbors

to their Gl partners. Many of the military wives | met in Okinaweeaded there was

some parental opposition to their marriages regardless of their paraesbut

especially when their partners were black.

122\W/ounds from the Battle of Okinawa remain deepspgeeially among Okinawan in the South
because their regions became the final fiercedseitl as the U.S forces advanced South to occupy
Japanese Military Headquarters located at Shui€€athousands of Okinawan civilian refugees
from Central Okinawa and South who were moving tavthe Southern shore were killed or commit
suicide toward the end of the war.
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Hatoko, an Okinawan military wife, faced severe parental disapproval and
opposition from relatives. Hatoko is from a small community where neighbors know
each other as if they were a big extended family. According to Hatoko, others
accused her of creating a family disgrace because of hashsalecision to marry a
black Gl despite strong family opposition:

People in my hometown have negative opinions about women who hang out

with American Gls because there are many crimes committed by éansri

The rape case of 1995 [by three black Marines] particularly affected their

views about black Americans, | think.... When | asked my mother to meet

my Gl boyfriend for the first time, she instantly asked me, “Is he white or
black?” Some Okinawans still call bladksronbo(“nigger”). When | said

he is a black man, my mother refused to meet him.... |1 was accused [by my

mother]: “Why isn’t he a white GI? What is good about that black man?”

Similar to Hatoko, Minako, an Okinawan military wife, also faced severe
family opposition. When Minako became pregnant, she told her family she wanted to
marry her black boyfriend, who is the baby’s father. All of Minako’s family
members were outraged; her grandmother came close to suicide because she was
ashamed that Minako was pregnant by a black man; Minako’s mother was so furious
that she told Minako to abort her baby:

There was strong prejudice against blacks. My mother angrily said to me,

“even an Okinawan boozer would be better than a black man. If you really

want to marry a Gl, why don’t you choose a white man?” They think black

Gls are worthless just because they are black, and they also believedliat a h

black child is destined for an unhappy life because of prejudice and

discrimination by society.

In Minako’s case, premarital pregnancy with an American Gl, and particuldgh a

black man, made it even more difficult for her to obtain family approval.
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When | began interviewing military wives in Okinawa, | expected that fewer
women faced parental disapproval because the majority of their parents atieefrom
post-World War Il generations, who did not directly experience the war. | adsume
these middle-aged parents are more tolerant of intermarriage \Bitlservicemen.
However, the more military wives | interviewed in Okinawa, the more izezhthat
these young women encountered as much family opposition as war brides did half a
century ago. Many young informants in Okinawa told me that they enduree sever
emotional stresses because of their negative family reactions to Hraeges,
particularly marriages to black Gls.

Persistence of family opposition among younger generations is supported in
Takushi’s (2000) survey on Okinawan military wives living in the U.S. According to
Takushi, the younger generation of military wives often experience muoily fa
opposition than did older generations. Among her sample population of Okinawan
wives of U.S. servicemen, 86% of the younger generations of Okinawan women (26-
39 years-old) experienced family opposition, while only 40% of older generations
(60-72 years-old) had faced family disapprovals of their marriages to U.S. Gls

As | discussed in Chapter 3, women who married Gls in early post-World
War Il Japan, often found that their marriages to “wealthy” Americarmstmet only
relief from extreme economic hardships, but also survi¥alln many cases, these
women’s families benefited from resourceful American Gls for segurasic needs

and obtaining material items that were not available to the majoritypahéae at that

123 According to Takushi (2000), many of these womenriad to Gls include Okinawans who had
lost their parents during the war as well as Okawawar widows with children.
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time. Consequently, families of war brides found that material benefitgsertsated
for the psychological burdens they associated with the disgrace of thgintelies
marriages to American Gls.

By contrast, many middle-class parents of young Okinawans find their
daughters’ marriages to young Gls both disgraceful and socioeconomically
degrading. Their reactions are especially prominent in this studyd®eozore than
two-thirds of military wives were college educated, whereas most ofirglrands
had only high school educations. Moreover, their daughters’ Gl partners were likely
to be low-ranking enlisted men at the time of marriage, who would need to wait a
long time before promotion before quitting or retiring from the militaryaddition
to perceived socioeconomic degradation, marriages to U.S. Gls continue to be sources
of humiliation in a society where prejudice against all women atedaiath Gls,
and particularly against women in relationships with black Gls, persists.

Although parental reactions to intermarriages varied, interviews with
contemporary Okinawan military wives revealed that their familiegtiens to U.S.

Gls were racialized and especially harsh where black men were inv8lVag do

you choose a black man but not a white GI?” is a common question that some women
must answer. No matter how popular blackness has become among the young
generations in a global context of hip-hop music and culture that influences
contemporary Okinawa, the stigma attached to blackness remains too stnoragyor

Okinawans’ perceptions of black servicemen to change. IntermarriagesloGitac
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and Okinawan women are less likely to be accepted by family or by soclely, w
white Gl-Japanese intimacy is often tolerable and even desirable.

Military wives | interviewed in Okinawa have race-specific views @.Unen
depending on racial affiliations with their partners, but they also haveragemages
of “Americans” that transcend, to some degree, the racial differémegsliscussed
previously. As the following section shows, these “raceless” image$ are o
generalized and idealized American men, often created in comparison péatteda
men. Japanese women interviewees also have share some views of Ameriaan men i
military uniforms stationed in Okinawa, views that may contradict theiriglieal
general notions of Americans. Japanese women’s images of American men shift
overlap, and contradict one another under their gaze, thus complicating their

perceptions of U.S. men.

“American Men” under the Gaze of Japanese Women

What makes American men, and especially men in uniform, special and
attractive to women in Okinawa? There were variations in interviewpemness, but
many women shared common views of “American men” regardless of the men’s
racial differences. The interviewees listed images of Americam wiach include
ladies-first, kind, good-looking, tall, brawny, spontaneous, considerate, sweet,
romantic, caring, friendly, fun, straightforward, affectionate, and expressive
Japanese war bride informants also cite these attributes when desiraing

perceptions of American men. For both generations of Japanese women |
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interviewed, Western men are idealized in the sense that they treat waperypr

as equals, and with respect based on Western democracy and gender ideals. In these
women’s views, male actions such as opening doors, carrying grocery bags, and
giving up seats and chairs for women reflect a women-centered Wastere that

IS unique to Western men.

As was the case for war brides in post-World War Il Japan, “ladies-first
remains a common term among military wives in contemporary Okinawa tivag
describe American men. Rinko, a Japanese military wife, identifiedra sontrast
between American and Japanese men concerning the way they treat women:

The main reason why | decided to marry my husband is...well, realistically,

got pregnant [laugher].... But, of course, my husband is so caring,

understanding, and has a sweet heart. | think Japanese and American men are

fundamentally different in this respect. [Unlike Japanese men] Americans
perform ladies-first spontaneously as their expressions of caring forrmome

They give women'’s needs first priority before their own in every aspect.

Yaeko, a Japanese wife, has views similar to Rinko’s: “I had been wanting §o marr

an American guy, but not a Japanese man.... Why? Japanese men are not faithful to
their wives. They are not so caring for women and not ladies-first, either....

Actually, | never thought about marrying a Japanese man.” | heard simidasvoi
repeatedly from other military wives. The idealized images of Westanmrame

practicing “ladies-first” were constructed, exaggerated, andored particularly in
contrasts to Japanese men.

Erina, an Okinawan woman who recently divorced a Gl, is a military wife

who emphatically denies the possibility of marrying a Japanese man:
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| had no desire to marry or even date a Japanese man.... My father

represents a typical patriarchal Japanese man [laughter]. To him, women

should remain a little bit behind the men.l.can’t stand it. | have positive
images of American people. They have freedom to do what they want in

America and they enjoy it. Everyone is equal. Men and women are equal too.

| had these images about Americans before marrying my husband....

Erina and other Japanese women told me that they would not want to take on
their expected Japanese gender roles as wives, mothers, and daughter-i@tasv
women, especially Okinawan women, complained that maintaining cultural and
familial traditions as females bound by strong family ties is burdensomehdsar
women, marriage to American Gls is seen as a way to liberate thenfseiaes
cultural and gender oppression. American men appear to be rescuers wdiecan t
such women to the country of gender equality and freedom.

Many Okinawan and Japanese military wives pointed out that Japanese (and
Okinawan) men lack the communication skills they value in men. For these women,
Japanese men’s non-verbal communication styles and their implicit sigmes/hen
displaying feelings and emotions are not appealing. Intervieweekhigivenarks to
American men for their direct, candid communication styles, in which theyyope
express affections for women verbally, and also physically, by touching, holding
hugging and kissing in public and private.

Mikage, an Okinawan military wife, blamed Japanese and Okinawan men for
losing Japanese and Okinawan young women to American men. In Mikage’s view,

what makes Japanese men less attractive compared to American men sainedela

men stop treating their wives as “women” (as lovers) once they geedharri
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| felt that, to American men, their wives are still their lovers no matter how
old they become.... |think this is something Japanese women want from their
husbands. | think women today want their men to demonstrate affection more
directly (verbally and physically). They want to see that they angltruéd
and cared for by their boyfriends or husbands. American men do this for
women so easily, you see?...even if their affection might be just a
performance. They are such big performers [laugher]. Anyway, this is why
Japanese women are so easily attracted to American men.
For Japanese women who grew up in a culture where men rarely expeetorasf
directly, affections that American men display for them are new, egciti
experiences. Whether American men’s performances are sincere oerlatpémese
women | interviewed in Okinawa seem more eager to adopt the Western style of
communication than to preserve the Japanese style.
Although women know American men often flirt with Japanese women
casually, women still like this attention because it makes them fgehtbattractive
and that they deserve men’s attentions. Yurine, the single mother of aabtchad
fathered by a GI whom she divorced, explains:
No matter what other people say, Americans are so sweet. They compliment
women a lot. They say something like...“you are so cute” or “the color of
your lipstick looks gorgeous on you.” Japanese men never say things like
these to women. If you have a kid, you are viewed simply as a mother of the
kid. But American men treat us as ‘women’ whether we are young or older
and married or not. In response, | do my part to make them happy...like, |
wear makeup and dress nicely for them.
As Yurine noted, Japanese women with children are more likely to be identified as
the children’s mothers than as women in Japanese society (Tanaka 1995).

Furthermore, Sato, the Japanese wife of a civilian employee, claims tleaicAm

men can give women more emotional fulfillment in their marriages than Japanese
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men can. Sato also believes that Japanese women who married Americans look
younger, are happier, and are more confident compared with women whamarrie
Japanese men.

In the same way that Japanese women build their images of American men
around the ideal of ladies-first or Western chivalry, these women also have
stereotypical views of Western men’s physical appearances. tdingyo view
Western men through the images of movie stars whose body images are physicall
imposing (e.qg., sturdy, brawny) and attractive (e.g., long legsctatipared to Asian
men. Such physical attributes make up the basis of western male body myths
mentioned frequently by war bride informants and by contemporary Japanese.wome
Miyoko, an Okinawan military wife, said

At first, my images of Americans were all white [laughter]. They sona¢
looked attractive. By saying attractive, | mean they are tall...[the}] tavg

legs, blond hair, and blue eyes...different eye color.... | think these features
make people somehow believe all Americans are good-looking guys
[laughter].

Although Miyoko married a non-white GI, her images of American men are of white,
tall, blond haired, blue-eyed men who have long legs. Movie star images of
Americans persist among contemporary Japanese women.

To some young women, their associations with “Americans” have special
values as if they carry brand-name bags. Misuzu, a Japanese miifearesalled
when she was young and dated American Gls; “It was like...l was showing off a
American boyfriend as if he has a brand name.... | was proud because | was dating

an American, not an Asian (American) guy.” Women like Misuzu view Araeric
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boyfriends almost as fashion accessories. Many informants stat&than with
American Gls perceive themselves as envied by other women; this madaciinehy
self-conscious about their appearances when they were in public with Gls.

Another military wife, Hisae, noted that the particular value of the status
attached to something or someone “American” makes many Japanese wamén w
marry U.S. Gls in Okinawa:

| think it's a matter of the status. | mean, Americans have a high status than

people in other countries. | think America is a great country.... Women who

like blacks are picky about Americans. | don’t think they, my friends too,

marry blacks if they are from Africa. American blacks are popular because

they are Americans but not Africans.
Hisae’s remarks echo similar statements from wives of black Gls whected me
when | used the term “African American” to refer to their husbands: rabese
women said their husbands are not Africans, but Americans. Their resistence t
“African American” is due in part to unfamiliarity with raci&rms used in the U.S.,
but also is shaped by their perceptions of black Gls in Okinawa as “authentic”
Americans who have nothing to do with Africa or with people in Africa.

Many of these women also use English for public display. As I noted in
Chapter 3, Japanese people who appear to have command of the English language
were valued in postwar Japan because of the language’s associations \eitlulpow
people. English remains popular in contemporary Japan; those with good English
skills tend to be admired by other Japanese people. Some informants mentioned that

Japanese women associated with U.S. Gls often think of themselves dsviveol

they speak English. They become self-conscious in a positive sense, bspbeal
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they realize that other Japanese are looking at and listening to themrspegksh
while using cellular phones. Moreover, their boyfriends’ military stadoseetimes
adds more values to “Americans” in Okinawa because of access to nibbisey and
benefits.

Despite many positive assessments of American men, some women are
cynical about Gls popularity among Japanese women in Okinawa. These women
complain that Gls exploit their status as “American.” Tatsuko, an Okinaw#aryni
wife, explained:

My friend married a Gl. My husband and his colleagues happened to know

him. They had no idea why my friend wanted to marry him because, in their

opinions, the guy is one of those nerds who are less likely to get an attention
from girls if he were in America....
Kumiko, another military wife, said, “Well, honestly, it is like, those geeks whd can’
find American girls back home suddenly become flattered by Japanisssrgply
because they are Americans” [laughter].” Reflecting on their rel&ijesisvith Gls,
many military wives (including Tatsuko and Kumiko) found themselves trapped by

“American magic” as if they were hypnotized, and consequently pursued

relationships with U.S. Gls despite reservations.

American Men in Military Uniforms under the Gaze of Japanese Women

Although idealistic perceptions of Americans are constructed on images of
Western democracy, male chivalry, and handsome Hollywood stars, American men i
military uniforms are perceived differently. When Japanese women vievizitbal

American men as providers of emotional support in their relationships, theyalso s
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the same men in military uniforms as providers of a stable economic life.
Specifically, many contemporary Okinawan women find that marrying UsS. Gl

brings a more financially secure and stable life than marrying Okmavea does.
Therefore, the GI's military career is attractive factor to coptarary women,

although it is not motivated by the same socioeconomic desperation that canged ma
Japanese women to marry U.S. Gls in the early post-World War Il period.

Aside from basic pay, military benefits associated with a GI's S&tB#s in
Okinawa are attractive. Yoshie, an Okinawan military girlfriendenity deployed
in Kuwait, dated several Gls before meeting her partner. Yoshie has laepimgeo
marry a U.S. Gl and hopes to marry her boyfriend, as they planned, when he returns:

Once | started dating American men, | could no longer even think about

Japanese men as potential boyfriends [laughter]. But among Americass, | wa

always interested in Gls, not civilians. Well, Gls are financiallylstand

have various benefits.... And the great thing is they can request Okinawa as a

destination for PCS, so | can live close to my parents at least for 3'§fears.

Eventually | may have to move to the U.S, which | don’t mind because | don’t

want to live in Okinawa for the rest of my life. | want to see different parts of

the world.

From a financial viewpoint, numerous military wives and girlfriends |
interviewed consider marrying U.S. Gls in Okinawa to be desirable. Al though
marriage to junior-ranked Gls does not necessarily improve women’s economic
status, benefits such as subsidized military housing and utilities, schoolihg¢c@ess

to base stores contribute to images of Gls as economically stable ahddulfrheir

status as military wives in Okinawa is particularly attractive becaaslews them to

124 pCcs=Permanent Change of Station (see Glossary)
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travel freely between “Little America” and the Okinawan civilian ooumity. This
privileged position means that many of the women | interviewed, especially
Okinawan women, hope their husbands will be granted extensions to stay in
Okinawa.

Saki, an Okinawan military girlfriend, is another informant with a strong
desire to marry a U.S. Gl and had several relationships with Gls in the pagie Unl
Yoshie, Saki’s search for a future husband has not been suc¢&ssSaki told me
that her most recent relationship with a Gl boyfriend lasted nearly thaeg, yoen
after he returned to the U.S. After going through a long-distance retapo&ski
gave up on marrying her boyfriend because he decided to quit the milithoutva
clear goal for his future:

When looking at American military life in Okinawa, base housing is spacious;

utilities are free; and shopping at the PX is cheap and fun. Because Gls

receive an overseas station allowance, they can enjoy a middledatass li

lifestyle even though their basic salary is low. Many Japanese womermtend t

think that marriages to Gls would promise you an American middle-class lif

But most of them only know GI'’s life in Okinawa.

For many Okinawans, living in spacious military housing equipped with
American electronic appliances, shopping at base stores, and usigioacre
facilities in “Little America” represent American “middle-cldgfestyles.” | visited
both on-base and off-base military housing. On-base housing is uniform and

reminded me of two- and three-bedroom apartments in the U.S. For most Okinawans,

however, “American style” floor plans in military housing appear spacidenw

125\When I first met Sara at a live music house intthse town, she told me that she recently met a
new boyfriend, a white Gl who could be possibly higare husband.
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compared to standard Japanese apartments. Some of the off-base pmesténho
which higher-ranking Gls and civilian employees’ families residec\wgen more
impressive; moreover, the military subsidizes their rents. However, aac@ed, the
middle-class life that some couples enjoy in Okinawa may end in disillusien w
Gls return to the U.S. and lose eligibility for their overseas staliowances.
| noted that Japanese military wives described the overseas sthtveangle,
or the Cost-of-Living Allowance (COLA), as an attractive supplementaime for
their husbands’ basic pasf Shinobu, a Japanese military wife who recently moved
to Okinawa from the U.S., mentioned that COLA is the best benefit that Gls stationed
overseas can receive:
In America, when my husband’s military rank was not as high as it is now, |
worked to support family finances. But later my husband got promoted, so we
can live comfortably now without my financial contribution. There is quite a
large gap in income among Gls. Many Japanese women who are married to
young low-ranked Gls in Okinawa have not realized that their lives are still
quite nice over here because of COLA. They will feel a gap between the kind
of lifestyle they have in Okinawa and the one waiting for them in the U. S.
when they move to America. Maybe, they don’t speak English well and don’t
drive a car either. So, they cannot find a job in America and no extra
income...
For most Japanese military wives in Okinawa, COLA and other military
benefits make their lives more fulfilling. Most military wives in thisdy did not
work outside the home at the time of interviews, which suggests there was no

financial necessity for them to work. However, once they move to the U.S, many of

these women find it hard to maintain a similar economic standard, espediaty

126 COLA is paid to members living in high cost ofilig areas in the U. S. as well as to military
members stationed overseas.
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their husbands’ military ranks are relatively low, or when their husbandsedec
leave the military without having financial security.

While marriage to Gls provides economic security for some Japanese military
wives, reliance on their husbands for living and military benefits also malss the
women vulnerable. Enloe (2000) stresses that military wives live withén “t
economic system of a militarized state,” which is similar to the stiositof women
who rely on state welfare programs. Resources for housing, schooling, andlmedic
care, often food, and even recreation flows come from the government. Eliddoilit
some family services and benefits are determined by the service rserahks
rather than by the family’s needs (Kohen 1984; Moelker and Kloet 2003). Moreover,
access to these military benefits available only so long “as themnilgeognizes
family members as dependents” (Kohen 1984:408). Due to this economic
dependency, several informants noted that they experienced tremendous economic
difficulty and mental stress when they divorced or when their husbands left the
military without job security.

Emi, an Okinawan wife of a civilian with SOFA status, shared her experience
of a “downfall” from the position of military wife to that of a civilian witehen her
husband was discharged from the military due to physical injury. Emi and her
husband moved to Okinawa only after her husband found it difficult to find a civilian
jobin the U.S.:

You don't necessarily become rich just because you marry American GlIs.

But military wives are economically better off because of a stable inaoohe

various military benefits. We lost everything. Now, my husband works as a
SOFA but not a Gl anymore. Because he is no longer in the military, we
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cannot live in military housing; we have to pay utilities; we have to send our
kids to a civilian school...and my husband has to pay an expensive premium
for his insurance. All of these were free when he was in the militarly...
know many Japanese military wives whose husbands want to quit the
military...well, but if they want to quit the military, what are they gdioglo
next? Can they support their family? Can they find a decent civilian job?
Emi stressed that the economic security the military offers to Gls shouba not
underestimated. She encourages her Japanese friends to persuade their Gl husbands
not to quit the military, especially without future prospects in civilian eympént.
Similarly, many military wives told me that they want their husbands yarsthe

military, especially when they know their husbands are not likely to be adsigee

threatening” duties on the front lines in war zotfés.

Militarized Masculinity under Japanese Women'’s Gaze

Whether or not Gls are assigned combat duties in conflict regions, they are
expected to bolster their masculinity and maintain physical fitn@ekliers’
masculinity is built up and enhanced through training designed to create wah@ors w
are prepared to kill and die for the state (Dyer 1985; Whitworth 2004). Such physical
and mental preparation focuses on gendered practices such as violence, aggression,
risk-taking, misogyny, stoicism, and heterosexuality within the militagmizations
(Hockey 2003; Higate 2003) and also in sexualized civilian contexts (Enloe 2000).

Military masculinities are inseparable from ideological aspects asisklf-discipline,

127 There were some informants whose husbands oribngis were deployed to the Middle East at the
time of interview. They said the length of deplamhoften extended and the return date changes.
There are other women whose husbands just camefioackhe conflict area. They cope with the
long separation and prepare for reunion in diffevealys but few of them are integrated into a social
support network of military wives within the milifaorganizations.
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self-confidence, and self-respect that are essential for Gls twpetieir duties as
soldiers (Rush 2003).

Although militarized masculinity is praised and celebrated when it
accomplishes its purposes within military organizations, civilians alegnee and
compliment those who achieve in this manner. Michi, a Japanese militaryswife, i
one of these outsiders who gives attention to military masculinity and compdime
Gls’ bodies.

...Their bodies are sturdy and strong. Well, | don’t think my husband’s body
looks exceptionally great but he is much more masculine than the majority of
Japanese men [laughter]. I think their physical differences are not simply
because Americans in Okinawa are military men. It's more relatedito the
racial differences...| mean they are genetically different.... Thdtis w
Japanese men are incompetent.... Of course, American men, | mean Gls do
military trainings. They run a lot too. So, they earn great bodies by their
efforts and deserve compliments.

When Western male body myths are combined with masculine images of U.S.
servicemen, contrasts between American Gls and Japanese men beconsrleen s
In response to my bringing up the topic of masculinity and Gls in Okinawa, many
military wives mentioned that PT (physical training) is an essentibbpanilitary
life for Gls because physical fitness is an indicator of physical stremgl self-
discipline. Hisae, an Okinawan military, told me that her husband is a “typical”
Marine who has strong patriotism and loyalty to the country and the military.

My husband is proud to be a Marine.... He used to do PT all the time

whenever possible until he married me. It's amazing to see some Gls

devoting themselves so much to the physical training, even on off-duty

days.... My husband thinks he would gain weight and look fat if he does not
work hard on PT. Well, | like GIs who maintain fit bodies. They look great.
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Although PT varies depending on the branches and units of military service, the

Marine Corps carries out the strictest and most intensive training anddd have

the most physically powerful bodies in the armed forces. As some informashés ma

clear, this makes the Marines the most popular Gls for some Japanese women.
Marines’ wives are also conscientious about negative stereotypes of the

Marines, such as being poorly educated, bloodthirsty, aggressive, troubleraaklers

playboys. | heard about these stereotypes from a young Gl | becammgsztjwath

in the Gate-2 Street area, and from military wives, especially fromewannose

husbands belong to the Air Force. Marines’ wives do not always deny these negative

perceptions, but they often use humorous comparisons between the Marines and other

military servicemen to defend their husbands. For example, Sakura, an Okinawan

military wife said,
Gls in the Air Force look at the Marines as a bunch of boneheads. They said
the Marines have muscles but no brains. Seriously, they are saying this.
Well, obviously, the body structures between Airmen and Marines are
definitely different. Airmen are feeble; | mean they have poor physiques
compared with the Marines. The Marines have to watch their weight all the
time because they have strict weight-control regulations and physisal bes
failed, they are humiliated. Their salaries might be cut back, they are
threatened to be discharged, and are ordered not go outside the base until they
lose weight.

The majority of Gls stationed in Okinawa belong to the Marin Corps (61%) followed

by Air Force (27%), Navy (8.5%), and Army (3.5%) and Military wives adopt the

husbands’ views and attitudes toward other military branches. Marine winette

perceive Airmen as physically weak, elitist, snobbish, quiet, undisciplia®ag,and

not manly compared with Marines. Minako, an Okinawan military wife, asiserad
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“Airmen’s wives seem to have a sense of superiority over us because thendsusba
work for the Air Force.” Military wives tend to identify not only with their haads’
races but also with their military branches. Other informants echoed M#ako’
observations.

Some women characterized Japanese men of being effeminate in their
physical appearance and behavior. In fact, they used the word “effeminate” or
“‘unmanly” to describe their general views of young Japanese men. Fujiko, a
Japanese military wife, strongly values the manliness and toughnessasfdGIs
despises men that she considers effeminate:

Young Japanese men today are becoming more effeminate and weak.... Once

you date American men, you will see the clear difference between them. |

like the way Americans express their opinions and positions straightforwardly.

American Gls are confident about themselves. They are proud of their

manliness and toughness, especially among the Marines.... Japanese men

tend to lack self-confidence and pride. To me, Japanese guys seem to be

trying to become sensitive for everything. | mean, they avoid taking a

position and leave things ambiguous.... And, Japanese men are too skinny. If

| push them, they may fall down [laughter].... My friends also agreed with

me. They are saying that even old Japanese patriarchy may be more attractive

than these effeminate young men [laughter].

Similar to Fujiko, numerous military wives choose men who are stronger and more
powerful as their intimate allies and protectors, while looking at Japanesasme
comparable to their biological family members. Other informants exquahat
Japanese men lack sex appeal because they look more like their younger livathers t

like their potential lovers. Like their war bride counterparts, Japanétaynwives

in present-day Okinawa tend to justify their choices of marriage partners by
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constructing dichotomous images of U.S. and Japanese men, which underscore what

they see as Japanese men’s inferior qualities.

Disadvantages of Militarized Masculinity
Although military wives | interviewed view military benefits and masuty
as positive assets and motivations to pursue intimate relationships with U.S. Gls in
Okinawa, there are also disadvantages. Militarized masculinity is notwdesitr
only in daily PT, in boot camp, and on the battlefield, but also in civilian bars and
brothels (Enloe 1997). Prostitution around military bases throughout the world is
thought to provide soldiers with sexualized services that maintain their modale a
discipline to prepare for long, lonely, fierce missions (Enloe 1997; Takazato 2003).
Watanabe (1995) notes that local women living near military sites have been
sexualized and commodified by global militarization: they are “involiuptdrafted
in the sexual service of militaries as rape victims and sexual slavagé(N2003).
Military husbands and boyfriends bring gendered and sexualized practices to
intimate relationships in various forms including domestic violence, sexuahddd c
abuse, and verbal abuse. Some military wives reported victimization bgrform
boyfriends or husbands. Misae, a Japanese military wife, told of being lagalte
choked by her former GI boyfriend in his dormitory room. As soon as she recovered
consciousness, Misae ran away, but not to a hospital or a police station. When |
asked why she did not take any action, Misae hesitated and said, “Well, | was in hi

room alone at that time. If | reported to the police...they would ask me many
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personal questions and say ‘He is your boyfriend after all, isn't he?” $itoitases
in which women do not report date rape incidents, Misae remained silent about the
attack because she anticipated intimidation from Japanese authoritiagwahation
from the Japanese general public. Misae also feels she is to blame foulhe tr
since she went to his room alone and of her own accord.
Miri, an Okinawan military wife was assaulted by her Gl ex-bewfit in a
club frequented by American Gls. Miri said she was beaten, choked, and dragged to
a staircase in the club, where she was beaten even more severely. i#HiaeM
boyfriend attacked her in a public place, the incident received public attention and
police intervention, as she explained:
Look at my nose. Can you see a scar around here, the scar from the incident?
A bone in the nose was cracked.... My ex was violent. We repeatedly broke
up and made up for 2 years. He threw objects at me in my apartment. He
also knocked out things like a dining table.... | tried to break up with him
many times but he insisted, “I will change my behavior.” But it never
happened [laughter].... | heard that the military men can’t control their
physical strength in offense or defense when it happens abruptly...
Harrison (2003) argues that military personnel who abuse their intimaterpatae
obsessed with control because the military values controlling behavior, which is an
important aspect of the combat morale. Whitworth (2004) notes that soldiers may try
to reassert control through physical violence or psychological abuse wier¢he
faced with a lack of control in their personal relationships. In fact, both Misae and
Kae’s incidents took place in similar situations where they were arguthgtveir Gl

boyfriends about breakups. Several more military wives reported that thieamlss

vent their anger and frustration on objects in the homes when they cannot control
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their tempers. For example, these husbands pound their fists against wadls; thr
break, or knock down objects; many shout, curse, and use the word “fuck” at home.
Domestic violence is not unique to military men and their relationships with
women. What makes these incidents unusual is that domestic violence is not only
gendered, but also militarized. Women can easily become victims ofrindda
masculinity by men who are mentally and physically prepared to kill people
professionally. Takazato (2003) emphasizes the gendered aspects obmilktad
violence, claiming that when soldiers return home from being trained ence)
their skills on battlefields and in camps return with them, making wives and
girlfriends potential target€® All too frequently, wives and girlfriends of military

men are vulnerable to the risks of severe or fatal injury.

lllusions of the “American Magic”

Although most informants never imagined becoming victims of domestic
violence and sexual abuse, many learned quickly about a pattern of Gl-gapanes
intimacy in Okinawa that often involves emotional trauma. Specifically, @Gileir
lovers could disappear anytime due to deployment or PCS. My informants’
narratives taught me that for many women, developing relationships withiGke
duty in Okinawa is as short as three months is common. Many women agreed that

Gls take advantage of short-term duty in Okinawa and view Asian women rasrely

128 Takazato (2003) also reports that Okinawan womo, worked in the sexual services for the
American soldiers during the Vietham War era cambtdaced the physical and sexual violence by
their clients.

194



playthings or as sex objects. These women came to learn about illusiantasized
American men in general and Gls specifically from their own experiences
| heard the voices of numerous military wives who had several shortdee
affairs with Gls who had no intention of committing to these relationships.
Interviewees tend to blame themselves for being naive and for taking stothag
“I love you,” “Let’'s marry,” and “Let’s go to America together” smusly. In many
cases, these women told similar stories. Many of them became seriouthabout
relationships with Gls only to find these men were “players” who went from one
woman to another. Some women realized that their boyfriends had left Okinawa only
after losing contact with the men. Others learned that their Gl boyfrietts
girlfriend or fiancées in the U.S. Still other informants followed their heryéls to
the U.S. and discovered that their boyfriends were unfaithful to them. One
interviewee, Motokoko, an Okinawan military wife, shared her stories of the
disappointing relationships she had with several Gls before meetingdiamik
Well, | dated several Gls but none of them turned out to be a marriage partner
until I met my husband.... Some Gls simply stopped contacting me. Others
told me completely out of the blue that they were leaving Okinawa in the next
few days. There was another Gl who pretended to be a bachelor, but later |
found he had a son from his previous marriage. He daringly put his son’s
picture in his room and said the boy is his older sister’s son! There are a
bunch of liars. It's not unusual for married Gls to make local girlfriends and
manage to keep their secrets until leaving Okinawa permanently.
Harumi, a Japanese military wife, also shared details of relatiorsiegsad
with black Gls before meeting her husband:
Well, until I met my husband, | was dumped by several black guys [laughter].

....but I kind of got used to it, though. | think my experiences with these slick
guys made me stop worrying about whether the relationships last or not
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[laughter]. | was telling myself, ‘relax, just have fun.” After allytiest

toyed with me. But...at least | made good use of these guys to practice my

English conversations [laugher].... There were tons of silly Japanese girls

who let Gls seduce them. When | started hanging out with Americans, | was

one of these silly girls. | usually ended up having disappointing relationships,
but I kept moving on to a new relationship until I met my husband.
Similar to Motoko and Harumi, most women | interviewed had painful and
disappointing experiences with Gls before they met their future husbands. However
some women refused to be perceived as sexual objects who had little or no control
over the relationships with Gls. These women situated themselves in subjeonpositi
where they pursued casual relationships with Gls by their own choice.aiday
small number of women in the study but said they celebrated their youth and sexual
freedom by exploring casual, short-term relationships with Gls.

Each woman had her own motivations for pursuing Gl-Japanese intimacy. As
carefree young women in their late teens and early twenties at theheypavere
enjoying “American experiences” such as receiving attention from Aarermen,
gaining access to “Little America,” and feeling “cool” about having Acaa
boyfriends to show off. What “American experiences” can offer to those women
associated with Gls in Okinawa makes young women being trapped in a cycle of
short-term relationships with Gls. However, most of the women gave up on
expecting mutually committed relationships with Gls after expemenci
disappointments. Notably, some informants said that when they started dating the

future husbands, they were always skeptical about the men’s real intentions and

doubted their future husbands’ fidelity until they married.
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Numerous and often contradictory images of American men exist for Japanese
women: chivalrous Western men practicing ladies-first and masculindisélblined
Gls who embody images of protection for women and their country; cruel Wester
men who treat Asian women as disposable objects. Even though Japanese women
acknowledge their illusions of “American magic” based on personal erpesgthey

chose American Gls as their partners over Japanese men, just as war brides did.

Shifts in Gender Relations between Gls and Japanese Women

Although two generations of Japanese women, war brides and contemporary
military wives, share similar perceptions of U.S. men and experiences in their
relationships with U.S. Gls, there is also fundamental difference bethe®n tAs |
stated earlier, economic aspects of gender relationships between Gipanesé
women have changed over the past half-century. For the war bride generation, U.S.
soldiers’ economic resources and power in occupied Japan established a gendered
power relationship: U.S. Gls as providers and Japanese women as beneficiaries
Today, economic gaps between U.S. Gls and Japanese women are closing. Young
Japanese women are often in superior positions compared to young, lower ranking
enlisted Gls because of Japanese women’s improved socioeconomic status in the
context of more equal Japan’s economic and political relations to the U.S.(see
Chapter 5).

Many informants stated that some Japanese mainlanders who have economic

freedom and purchasing power become “patrons” of their Gl lovers, most of whom
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are black Gls because of the hip-hop trend. Japanese patrons provide Gl lovers with
incentives that include brand-name clothing and accessories, payiagtoel

activities including restaurant dining, and in some cases, buying expensoyesva

and cars to make their men happy and help them look good in public. These women
are part of a global consumer phenomenon in which resourceful single Japanese
office workers travel the world to fulfill their desires by buying braagne products,
enjoying gourmet restaurants, and sampling local men for casual sexctiviea

of Japanese global consumers enable some Gls to benefit from givékand-ta
relationships. In some respects, these patronized Gls are inversions o§dapbnre
sanin the post-World War Il, era when women served U.S. soldiers as temporary
wives to obtain a room, board and other resources.

None of my informants’ economic situations resemble those of Japanese
global consumers, but their improved socioeconomic status in contemporary Okinawa
still has an impact on conventional gender relationships between Gls and Japanese
women*?® Some informants said there were occasions when they unexpectedly
ended up paying expenses during dates. Yayoi told me, “Young and low-rank Gls
made little money and had attitudes like ‘If we are going out, you will payubeda
don’'t have money.’ | paid. | don’t know why [l did]...but it wasn’'t a big deal. It
didn’t bother me much back then.” Many informants were aware that some young

Gls who approached them for dates were not particularly interested in theEops,

129 Okinawa’s average income is located at the botiarang 47 Prefectures in Japan. When
Okinawans talk about Japanese global consumers patgons around U.S. military bases; Yellow
Cabs overseas), they usually refer to mainland@tadies (OLs) who are assumed to have better
careers and income than Okinawan women.
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but more in what they could offer materially. Getting free restauraatams one
thing, but Akibayashi and Takazato (2009) note that young Gls with scant economic
resources seek “free” sex with local women instead of soliciting prestitut

Many informants said they sometimes felt that low-rank young Gls used them
as free cab drivers. According to these women, young Gls were not permitied t
cars in Okinawa and had to use either free military shuttle servicaseotaixis to
reach their local destinations, such as Gate-2 Street. Some Gls expdegarese
girlfriends to offer free rides when they need them and rely on Japanes@e fayme
transportation. From the perspectives of Gls who have little money and are unhappy
about being stationed in Okinawa, Japanese girlfriends are there to makigdheir |
easier and tolerable until they leave. Matsuko, a Japanese militaygoafe not like
the ways some Gls take advantage of Japanese women. However, Matsuko also
blames “rich” Japanese mainlanders for spoiling young Gls with @lafi@vors and
criticizes Japanese women in Okinawa for not being able to say “No” to America
men. Matsuko thinks Japanese women’s ambiguous responses are particularly
problematic because they give U.S. Gls the impression that Japanese women are
passive and will do whatever men want.

Recalling some of her disappointing dating experiences with Gls before she
met her husband, Matsuko said:

...| dated some blacks and went out for dinner. | was so disappointed. | mean

they were cheapskate, very stingy. It was a big turn off [laughter].... They

were tying to makenebuy dinner. | was shocked. Can you believe this?

Why do | have to pay? No way. | am a woman. Why do |, as a woman, have
to pay money for dates?
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These Gls probably expected Matsuko to buy dinner because they perceived her as
rich Japanese woman willing to pay for things they wanted in exchangeifay dat

sex. On one hand, Matsuko’s refusal to perform a patron’s role shows her
assertiveness and strength. On the other hand, it also shows resistance to changes in
men’s traditional gender roles, which call for men to pay all expenses dutey da
Matsuko advocates traditional gender relations, with men as givers anchasme
receivers, which could make her financially dependent on men. Other informants,
including Yayoi, said there was not much of a financial burden when they paid for
expenses such as meals for their Gl boyfriends. These women found emotional costs
of their relationships more hurtful than monetary costs. Many Japanese Wwomen
interviewed said they constantly question their relationships with Gl bogfiand

wonder whether the men are worth keeping, until they see a reason to maisgoa dec
about the relationship’s future.

Although Japanese women’s economic resources could lead to their economic
exploitations by Gls in Okinawa, such resources also enabled Japanese women to
assert some control in their relationships. Mina shared details of herezxgeoif
visiting her Gl boyfriend in the U.S. Prior to leaving Okinawa, Mina’s boyfriend
asked her to marry him and move to the U.S., but had no definite plans. Mina
traveled to the U.S. at her own expense and lived with her boyfriend to determine
whether she would marry him or not. The boyfriend quit the military aftemratur

to the U.S. and began living with his parents.
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| went to America and lived with my boyfriend in his parents’ house for three
months as a “trial” [laughteff° His family was very nice to me and treated
me well. But my boyfriend did not. He was mean to me. Well, when he was
enjoying conversations with his family, | wanted to join them but | could not
understand English well at that time. My boyfriend did not care about me and
| was often left out. There were many occasions like this that made me upset
during my trial trip in the U.S.
The longer Mina lived with her boyfriend, the greater were the gaps in numerous
aspects of their relationship. At the end of her third month in the U.S, Mina decided
not to marry him and she returned to Japan.
Mina’s case is not unusual. Several military wives | interviewed used their
economic resources for “trial trips” to the U. S. and stayed with theiribogs
before making decisions. This strategy was particularly effecthenvsl boyfriends
left Okinawa with promises of marriage but without suggesting any plans for the
future. Some of these women went to the U.S. only to find out their boyfriends were
committed to hometown girlfriends or were already married. Although thpselb
not always yield positive outcomes, economic resources make it possible fogskpa
women to take initiative and find clues that help them decide whether they should
commit to marriage with their GI boyfriends or move on to new relationships. When
this option was available (which was not the case for war brides), contemporary
Okinawan women could minimize risks of enduring unhappy marriages.

Where Mina and other women used their resources for trial trips to the U. S.,

another group of women used the money to return to Japan alone or with their bi-

%0 There is a bilateral agreement between Japanhend.tS. in respect to a visa waiver program that
allows Japanese citizens to visit the U. S. anglfstano longer 90days without obtaining a visaeTh
same stipulation applies to the U. S. citizens wiisiting Japan.
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racial children after their marriages failed in the U.S. Economic ressielp
contemporary Japanese women end their failed relationships with Gls andaetur
Japan. For most war brides, however, returning to Japan was more than alfinanci
issue; it was an emotional burden not only on war brides but also on their families in
Japan. Many scholars on war brides support my research findings, which show that
Japanese war brides lost the option of returning to Japan in when they leftinivy c
with their American husbands. Some war bride informants said they dtihése
surviving family members in Japan were unwelcoming or gave them sosomsea
not to visit, especially after their parents died. Family reluctanceuwliaged some
war brides from making even a short visit to Japan.

By contrast, younger generations of Okinawan military wives whose
marriages ended are likely to go back to Okinawa. Several militargwivay
study returned to Okinawa after separating from or divorcing Gl husbands in the U.S.
Many of these “returnees” said they decided to return to Okinawa mesthyse
their husbands quit the military, which made it difficult to sustain even a basiy fa
life in the U.S. Factors such as limited English communication skills, rasestasm,
and cultural and social differences kept divorced Japanese women from findiohg
jobs, especially when these women were raising children.

Japanese women’s economic power gave them some control over their
relationships, but sometimes led to further sexual and financial exploitatiGits.
However, these women are not merely victims. When Sakura told her mother that her

Gl boyfriend (her future husband), whom she had been dating for a couple of months
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before he proposed, Sakura’s mother (who became pregnant in a relationship with a
Gl and gave birth to Sakura out of wedlock) was not supportive at first. However,
Sakura’s mother eventually became an advisor figure:
My mother told me that | should be very careful and should ask my boyfriend
his social security number. My husband had no idea why he had to tell his
social security number to me. My mother said she would not trust Gls
because of her own experience and familiar stories from other women.
“When a Gl said, ‘| am not like other jerks,” he anyway turned to one of them
at the end,” sad my mother. My mother didn’t want me to get hurt. She
didn’t want to see me going through a similar kind of pain she had went
through.
In most situations, Gls would not give their girlfriends their SocialSigcnumbers
or military I.D. numbers. However, Japanese women must be aware thaeéuetpn
take the initiative in obtaining information about their GI boyfriends, and thhat suc
information includes more than just their first names and military branaNéekout
contact information, reaching their boyfriends once they have gone is virtuall
impossible. Many women experienced the sudden disappearance of theanasyfr
but these men sometimes left problems for their girlfriends.
| met several single mothers with bi-racial children fathered by Gls wie ha
legal issues to solve. Some are mothers of out-of-wedlock children who seek
paternity establishment from their ex-boyfriends, so that their childreoldain
U.S. citizenship. Other women, who divorced their Gl husbands for various reasons,
take legal action to obtain child support from their former husbands. Some ex-
military wives do not explicitly demand child support from their former spouses.

These women expressed fear that legal action might upset their ex-husbaaols, whi

might affect relationships between the children and their fathers. Fariai-ra
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children living outside the U.S., connections to their American fathers and obtaining
U.S. citizenship are essential to making sense of their Japanese identitibg, and t

identities associated with their fathers.
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Conclusion

This project explored Gl-Japanese intimacy as it developed within specific
historical, cultural, and socioeconomic contexts of post-World War Il Japan,
specifically in relation to the U.S. occupation and the continuing U.S. military
presence in Okinawa. The feminist concept of reversing the gaze provides a
framework for my investigations of, and challenges to, the Orientalist gazgy whi
objectifies Asian women as exotic in general, and as short-term sexualrcongoa
the specific context of U.S. global militarization. Reversing the daifts the
positions of Japanese women from objects to subjects, which enables these women to
determine their own spaces for agency and to express subjective views atakmeri
men, as alternatives to their objectification under the Orientalist géaesitive,
emotional, complex, and empowering, reversing the gaze is a process in which each
woman’s vibrant voice is central to analyzing a wide range of aspectsJafp@ahese
intimacy.

This study found that when American men are exposed to the gazes of
Japanese women (i.e., war brides and younger generations of military wives),
multiple and often contradictory images of American men coexist in these wemen’
perceptions. For both groups of women, perceptions of American Gls include
idealized and fantasized “Americans,” constructed around images of Western
democracy and chivalrous Western men practicing “ladies-first” aste At the
same time, Japanese women perceive these men as traditionally maselitine

disciplined soldiers who embody values of protection for women and country. These
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idealistic images make up a large part of the “American magic’htdmenraptured
Japanese women from the postwar era to the present.

Although American magic has similar effects on Japanese women from both
generations, its positive images of Americans exist alongside negativeerdpteons
of cruel, manipulative Orientalist men who treat women as disposable setsobjec
while temporarily stationed overseas. Many interviewees, and espeueilgunger
women, volunteered stories of bitter, painful, and often traumatic experiences from
past relationships with American men. In many cases, these experi@mdsost
the abrupt endings of relationships due to Gls receiving orders that assign them to
new military destinations. Short-term romances with local women have became pa
of gendered and sexualized military traditions practiced routinely by Gisnetat
overseas. These traditions overlap with Orientalist perceptions of Asiaanyom
exemplified by images such as “Madame Butterfly,” which justifgt sometimes
encourage short-term Gl-Japanese romances.

Militarized masculinity is another attribute that creates contradiatnages
of American Gls under Japanese women’s gaze. While many women praised GIs’
physical fithess and strength maintained by military training, sortteesé women
were victimized by militarized masculinity, which took forms such as domesti
violence, sexual and child abuse, and verbal abuse in intimate relationships. As |
noted in the preceding chapter, domestic violence is not unique to military men and
their relationships with women. However, unlike domestic violence committed by

male civilians, this violence is not only gendered but also militarized, psgtbby
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men who are professionally trained to prepare for the combat. Militarized
masculinity is not confined to the battlefields and training camps. When itsttavel
intimate sites, wives and girlfriends of military men are vulnerable tosevdatal
injury.

Older and younger generations of Japanese women acknowledged their
disillusion with “American magic” through their own experiences and throughasim
stories that their friends told them. However, many women also found themselves
trapped by “American magic” and continued pursuing new relationships with Gls.
Core elements of “American magic,” such as images of chivalrous, masculine, a
strong Western men, did not emerge spontaneously. Nor were fantasizethWeste
men merely imaginary creations of Japanese women. Instead, chivalrous and
democratic Western men were constructed through contrasts with repiieasraf
Japanese domestic patriarchy in Japanese society, where male dominance is
embodied in its cultural values and traditions. Similarly, Japanese women’s
perceptions of Western masculinity were constructed, exaggerated, and dnhance
contrast to “feminized” Japanese men, whom the West had castrated sgthboli
Ironically, this means that Japanese women also contributed to the maintenance of
American masculinity. Furthermore, Western men reinforced their satfamas
strong and masculine in contrast with Orientalist images of Asian women’s
hyperfemininity and excessive sexuality that they created, simasculinity’ does

not exist except in contrast with ‘femininity.” (Connell 2005: 68)
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As Japanese women construct polarized images of Gls and Japanese men,
which highlight Japanese men’s inferiority to American men, these womeregistif
their choice of American men as marriage partners. The contrasts betmeenah
and Japanese men became starker when the women addressed differences in what
each group of men had to offer. Conditions during the early post-World War 1l years
compelled many Japanese women to see American men as victors in every aspect of
their lives and to view Japanese men in opposite terms, as men who failed to offer
even basic life’s necessities. Japan’s economic and social circumstanoggiie
postwar period intensified these gaps and made American Gls more atti@active t
Japanese women. Economic desperation was a crucial factor in understanging earl
postwar Gl-Japanese intimacy, especially among women who werelgevere
victimized by the war. While their choices were limited, | want tesstthat it was
these women who ultimately made decisions whether or not to take the opportunity to
marry American GlIs.

Even though economic rewards are no longer major factors for younger
generations of Japanese women, many Okinawan military wives ancegatbri
believe that marrying Gls will provide the means to a more financiatiyeend
stable life than would be available through marriage to Okinawan men. Focusing
exclusively on the size of the paychecks that young enlisted Gls bring home would
not necessarily suggest that their military careers are atgadtiowever, the
benefits associated with Gls’ SOFA status add a high value to relationships wit

American Gls in Okinawa. When some younger Japanese and Okinawan women
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perceive American men as status symbols to “carry” with them and seselhiemas
the envy of other women, they know that such Americans are in military uniforms,
but not civilians without SOFA status, in Okinawa. To most Okinawan women,
“Americans in Okinawa” refers to Gls, though such perceptions of American men ar
less likely to be shared by Japanese women on the mainland. Therefore, for both
generations of Japanese women, their perceptions and images of American men are
constructed inseparably from the U.S. military, including military benefityyre,
practice, and masculinity.
This study also found that war brides and military wives tend to identify
themselves with their husbands’ race, by learning about American raensknd
their husbands’ positions relative to other racial groups. These women’s perceptions
of race differ depending on their racial affiliations; their husbands' exuas with
and attitudes toward other races shape these women's perceptions. Some women who
married racial minority Gls perceive whiteness in relation to the pomexuality,
racism, and sexism that affect racial minorities, including Asian womérmen
associated with white Gls, however, do not always view whiteness as a negative
component of white men, though they were aware of the racial hierarchy in the
military and in civilian life. Some women associated with white Gls adopibcsut
attitudes when referring to black Gls and deliberately choose “proper” ig@gua
Although race is a sensitive subject among Japanese women married to
American Gls, women of the earlier generations seemed especialban¢hactalk

about racial issues. As | discussed earlier (see Chapter 3), the Japanese have
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culturally and historically imbedded prejudices against some rathaiceand status
groups. They also have a sense of superiority over people with darker skin
complexions. While Japanese people in the postwar era perceived black Gjk throu
their own prejudiced lenses, segregation and white racism practiced in the U.S.
military intensified their contrasting views of white and black Gls. Tloeeef
Japanese women associated with black Gls were compelled to accept theaAmeric
racial hierarchy, in which black Gls were designated as inferior te@1s. This
racialized white-black relation shaped personal relationships and intesalsgtween
Japanese women with whites and with black Americans.

In contrast to older generations of Japanese women, younger generations of
Okinawan and Japanese military wives talked about race more freely. To some
women, race was a major factor that encouraged them to, or discouraged them from
pursuing relationships with Gls of particular racial groups. These wonpeessed
their racial preferences such as white and black, for their boyfriends or future
husbands. Older, often negative perceptions of American Gls persist among the
general public. The stigma attached to blackness creates family disputes ove
marriages between black Gls and Okinawan women, placing psychological burdens
on Okinawan women and their families. However, perceptions of black Gls among
some populations of Japanese are no longer associated with negative images. Young
generations of Japanese reconstructed blackness in response to the global trend of

hip-hop music, which redefined blackness as “cool” and fashionable.
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As | showed in Chapter 5, most military wives of black Gls I interviewed in
Okinawa mentioned a connection between their musical tastes for hip-hop and their
racial desires for black Gls. These women'’s preferences for black mentoteer w
Gls counter the conventional marriage pattern of an Asian female maaryihge
man. Reconstruction of negative images of blackness into new images, in the context
of global trends of hip-hop music and culture, challenges the hegemony of whiteness
and white mainstream culture. Interviewees’ bold, positive statements about
blackness contributed to empowering Japanese women as they made a claiok for bla
men over white men as their intimate partners.

Although this study focuses primarily on military wives of white Gls and
black Gls, | noticed many Latino Gls in base towns in Okinawa. The high visibility
of the Latino population in the U.S. military could reflect recent increadestiimo
enlistment rates, as Kleykamp (2007) suggests. | expect marriagbedteen
Japanese women and Latino Gls to increase if these enlistment rates contisele t
The inclusion of men from other racial and ethnic groups would enrich future
research, especially since the military is more racially diverseeber.

The economic aspects of Gl-Japanese intimacy have changed tremendously
over the past half-century. This affected the gendered power relationships and
Japanese women’s perceptions of American men. In postwar Japan, Americans
monopolized power and resources, which created a clear-cut gendered power
relationship between Gls and Japanese women. American Gls in present day

Okinawa, of whom most are young enlisted servicemen, do not have the same kind of
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economic advantages that American soldiers in the postwar era did, since power
relations between the U.S. and Japan shifted in favor of Japan over the past three
decades. In contrast, Japanese and Okinawan women improved their socioeconomic
status compared to their counterparts in postwar Japan, which enabled contemporary
young women to become consumers with increased purchasing power. While these
young women with resources gained some control over relationships witih&is, t
economic resources could also lead to purposeful material exploitation.bpGise

young Gls perceive Japanese women as providers, not only of free sexual services
but also of material rewards (even if such rewards cover only petty expendeshwhi
Okinawa.

The current study suggests that the Orientalist gaze is inseparable from
militarized masculinity, and its impact on Japanese women is not limited to
reproduction and persistence of Orientalist stereotypes. As | stalied eaifitarized
masculinity could victimize its gendered and sexualized objects through sexual
assaults, physical violence, and verbal abuse. Ironically, when revérsiggze, it
is militarized masculinity and military status that enhances Ameri@risnother
gualities (e.g., ladies-first) and motivates women to pursue relationships lith G
Okinawa. Merits and potential danger associated with militarized niaggcelxist
side-by-side, though most military wives and girlfriends | interviewead to see
danger only within military training and battlefields, but not in intimate spheres
Similar to militarized masculinity, militarized patriarchy in donespheres needs to

be addressed in the future research.
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The issue of single motherhood and biracial children fathered by American
Gls is another vital research area. At the end of Chapter 5, | recallied talih
several single mothers of biracial children dealing with problems suphtarnity
establishment and child support. In my interview with Eddie Callagain, an Africa
American lawyer working in Okinawa since 1995, Callagain stated that sligeblas
102 cases dealing with support for children parented by Japanese women and Gls.
Sixty-nine of her cases collect checks from Gl fathers using voluntahodse while
33 cases use the involuntary method of withholding fathers’ wages. Callagain
expects there are more women who have similar problems, but do not seek help.
Although these single mothers’ situations may appear to be private issues or
personal problems between Japanese or Okinawan women and their Gl boyfriends or
ex-husbands, these problems are also political issues. Noiri (2000), an Okinawan
scholar, argues that the problems of children abandoned by their servicemeen fat
should not be blamed on individual women, since it is not Okinawan women or men
who decided to turn Okinawa into a U.S. military colony and bring in thousands of
American Gls. Unfortunately, “victim-blaming” attitudes are prevatanong
Japan’s policy makers, its media, and the general public, all of which have
stigmatized Japanese women and biracial children deserted by Amelscsince
the occupation era. Extensive research on contemporary single motherhood and
deserted children in the context of U.S. global militarization is necessary fo
identifying patterns and effects of these problems on women and children and the

urgency of solving them.
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Appendix : Abbreviations and Military Terms

BAH
BX/PX
COLA

Commissary

Company
GHQ

Liberty
Liberty Cards
MCCS

NCO

PCS

PT

PX

SOFA
TDY
Y-number

Basic Allowance for Housing
Base Exchange/Post Exchange
Cost of Living Allowance

Grocery store on active installation where service me @ufer
families can purchase food, beverages, etc., at price usually
lower than in civilian stores.

The basic administrative and tactical unit.

General Headquarters

Short periods of authorized absence
Marine Corps Community Service

Non-Commissioned Officer: An enlisted person with a
minimum rank of Corporal or Sergeant.

Permanent Change of Station

Physical Training

Post Exchange

Status of Forces Agreement

Temporary Duty

A car plate issued for members of SOFA
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