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Based on interviews with 21 statewide programs, a wide variety of statewide ap-

proaches were documented.  In some states, the statewide Parent to Parent pro-

gram is centralized, with all referrals, matching, follow-up support for the matches,

and training for supporting parents happening out of the state office.  In other states,

the statewide Parent to Parent program is decentralized and provides resources and

technical assistance through a network of autonomous local programs.  No two

statewide Parent to Parent programs are exactly alike, and there is no one right way

to develop a program.

Use the information from this article to learn how statewide programs are being
implemented nationally as a guide to how you may want to implement a program
in your own state.

Use the vast information in Developing and Expanding a Statewide Parent to
Parent Program to learn more about organizational models, program leadership,
sponsorship, roles and responsibilities, funding considerations, and program suc-
cess stories.

Use the information in the Statewide Parent to Parent Program Digest to learn
detailed information on each Parent to Parent statewide program.

http://www.beachcenter.org/books/default.asp?intResourceID=767&act=detail&type=General%20Topic&id=6
http://www.beachcenter.org/books/default.asp?intResourceID=742&act=detail&type=General%20Topic&id=6


KEY FINDINGS

METHOD

Statewide Parent to Parent programs vary in their organizational model. Some
states use a highly centralized model with the statewide program providing all
Parent to Parent services, whereas other states are highly decentralized with lo-
cal programs carrying out the program activities.  Most statewide programs fall
somewhere in between a highly centralized and completely decentralized pro-
gram model.

More than 75% of the programs report an annual budget of more than
$100,000.

Statewide Parent to Parent programs partner with a wide variety of other agen-
cies, especially Departments of Health, Part C programs, state disability organi-
zations, and hospitals.

Approximately three-fourths of the statewide programs offer training for veteran
parents and in slightly less than half of the statewide programs local program co-
ordinators provide training.

Almost three-fourths of the statewide programs reported that matches are made
at the statewide level, about two-thirds make matches at the regional level, and
slightly less than half make matches at the local level.

Statewide programs provide a broad range of technical assistance to local coor-
dinators including creating brochures and promotional literature, providing infor-
mation on program development/operation, providing a program development
manual for program coordinators, and providing administrative support to help
with mailings.

Through contact with statewide program directors and emerging statewide pro-
grams, 21 statewide programs expressed interest in participating in the survey.

A written survey was mailed to program directors who returned the survey to the
Beach Center.

After the first survey was completed, statewide Parent to Parent program direc-
tors distributed a survey to local programs in their states.

37 coordinators of local programs in 12 states returning surveys.
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