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Willie J. Edwards (Constructing and Testing a Multiple-Theory (Integrated)
Model of JuvenileDelinquency) is associate professorof sociologyand criminal
justice in the Department of Sociology, Social Work and Criminal Justice at
East Texas State University. He earned his Ph.D. in sociology from the
University of Minnesota. His teaching and research interests arc juvenile
delinquency, deviantbehavior, criminology and race/ethnic issues.

Morley D. Glicken (Promoting Academic Achievement and Racial
Understanding: Strategies for Creative Programming to Help Resolve the
Dilemmas of Integrated Education) is Professor of Social Work at California
State University, San Bernardino. He has also served as the Director of the
Social Work Department. His majorareas of scholarship include issues related
to gender and diversity and problems encountered in the workplace.

Leslie B. Inniss (predicting Social Tolerance: Race, Gender or Ethgender?)
is an. Assistant Professor in the Sociology Department of Florida State
University in Tallahassee, Florida. She received her doctorate in sociology from
the University of Texas at Austin. ProCessor Inniss has recently completed a
project on the long-term effects of school desegregation, sponsored by the
National Academy of Education's SpencerFoundation.

George Lundskow (ResearchNote: Reading Nietzsche and Weber: An Essay
on Religion, Scienceand the Human Spirit in Modernity) is currently a graduate
student at theUniversityof Kansas. He received his M.A. in sociology from the
University of NewOrleans,and a B.A. in German Language andLiterature from
Boston University. His primary interest is in theory, with substantive
applications in civilization and nature, mass and popular culture, gender
relations, and social movements and collective action. Above all, he holds that
social scientific inquiryshould provide insight into the problematicsof everyday
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problems and our accomplishments, both as individualsand as a civilization.

Randi L. Miller (Promoting Academic Achievement and Racial
Understanding: Strategies for Creative Programming to Help Resolve the
Dilemmas of Integrated Education) is Associate Professor of Sociology and
Coordinator of the Human ServicesProgram at California State University, San
Bernardino. Her current research interests include race relations and education,
the professional development of student teachers,interorganizational coordination
forgrowth management in local government, and family policy development.

PREDICTING SOCIAL TOLERANCE:
RACE, GENDER OR ETHGENDER?

Leslie Baham Inniss
Florida State University

Mid-American Review of Sociology, 1993, Vol XVII, No.1: 1-15

This study seeks to examines the effects of race, gender, and interactive
ethgender identies on attitudes concerning legal abortion and social
tolerance of various. The data come from the combined 1972-1990
General Social Surveys conducted by the National Opinion Research
Center. Contrary to arguments that race is declining in significance and
that race and gender identities are interactive, the results show that racial
identity is still the most important factor in predicting the attitudes of
black females. In comparisons of the four racial-gender groups, black
females were more similar to black males than to white females or while
males on all issues and an interaction term reflecting their ethgender
position was not a statistically significant predictor ofsocialtolerance.

No other social or moral issue, except perhaps the civil rights movement,
has generated as much controversy as the abortion question. Since the 1973
SupremeCourt decision in Roe v. Wade, the abortion issue has produced strong
political positions because it involves legal and moral questions as w~ll ~
physicaland mental health consequences.To the proponents of legal abortion, It
also representsa woman's right to choose what to do with her own body.

Numerous studieshave examinedrace differences or race andclass differences
in abortion attitudes. Luker (1984), for example, found that working class
women attachedmore symbolicsignificanceto motherhood and valued traditional
family roles more than middle class women. However, very few have explored
both race and gender differences. Those studies which found black/while
differences in tolerance for legal abortion generally found blacks to be less
tolerant than whites, either because of greater religiosity and other social
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Most of these studies used race and gender separately as control variables.
Two studies examining abortion attitudes have noted gender differences among
blacks (Hall and Ferree,1986;Wilcox 1990). Hall and Ferree (1986), using data
from the 1982General Social Surveys, reporteda gendergap among blacks,with
black men being significantly less tolerant of legal abortion than black women.

Wilcox (1990), using General Social Surveys' data through 1988, found
statistically significantrace/genderdifferenceswithblack men less supportiveof

*The author would like to express appreciation for the useful comments and
critiques of earlier drafts of this manuscript from Issac Eberstein, James Orcutt
andJill Quadagno.
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