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ELENA BASTIDA is an Assistant Professor of Sociology at Wichita
State University. She is currently researching the timing of life events
and how they influence WOOlen's perceptions of aging. A forthcoming
article entitled "Reconstructing the Social World at Sixty: Older
Cubans in the U.S.A." will appear in the Gerontologist this summer.

BARBARA G. BRENTS is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of
Missouri-Columbia and a predoctoral fellow with the Midwest Council
for Social Research in Aging. She is presently doing work on the devel­
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interested in political and economic sociology, sociology of knowledge,
and any attempts to make sociology radical.
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homes of which this article is a part. Another paper from the study,
"Nursing Homes as Trouble ," appears in a special issue on "Trouble and
the Politics of Contemporary Social Control Institutions" in UrbouL*. .
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Corrections at the University of North Alabama. His previous publi­
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and the Importance of Meaning Structures." His current research
activities involve an analysis of interpersonal violence in barroom situa­
tions, and an aSSeSS111ent of informal control structures' impacts upon
adolescent alcohol and drug use.

ALAN SIGA, Associate Professor of Sociology at the University of
Kansas, is Visiting Associate Professor at the University of Chicago for
1984-85. His recent publications include "Parsons, Jr." (#4jS) and
Hermeneutics (Amherst, 1984).


