


Edited at the Department of Sociology, University of Kansas

Business Manager
KATHLEEN STANLEY

Supervising Editors
SCOTT MCNALL ROBERT ANTONIO

Book Review Editor
ROB JOHN

MARY MORSE
JEFFREY W. RIEMER
Wichita State University

JAN WHITAKER
DAVID J. PITTMAN

Washington University

LORI SCHEUBLE
DAVID R. JOHNSON

University of Nebraska-Lincoln

ROBERT WARING
ROBERT W. BILBY

University of Wisconsin-LaCrosse

Article Review Editor
NANCY J. WERT

Editor-in-Chief
RENEE M. ZIMMERMAN

Asso ciate Editors
and

Supervising Associate Editors

Managing Editor
ROBERT J. WAZIENSKI

STEPHEN G. SAPP
ALEX MCINTOSH

Texas A&M University

JOHN WADE
EUGENE FREIDMAN
Kansas State University

BARBARA STUCKY
RICHARD A. WRIGHT

McPherson College

Mid-American Review of Sociology



WINTER 1981

CONTENTS

ARTICLES

Aging in Comparative Cultural
Perspective

Vol. VI, No. 2

Donald o. Cowgill 1

Participant Observation in a Multiple-Methods
Study of a Retirement Community: A
Research Narrative Victor W. Marshall 29

Death and Mentally Retarded Persons Daryl Evans 45

The "Introductory Sociology Survey": An
Instrument to Facilitate Clarence Parks,
Teaching Effectiveness Chester Ballard and

Elizabeth Maret 61

Book Review Feature

Criminal Justice: Review of a Field William R. Arnold 79

Notes and Comments

Authoritarian and Egalitarian Forces Shape
the School Work Ethic John A. Bradford 97

Clinical Sociology: Problems and Prospects

Book Reviews

The Criminological Enterprise: Theories and
Perspectives
Don C. Gibbons
Reviewed by Roger C. Barnes

L. Alex Swan 111·

129



The Sociology ofMental Illness
Bernard J. Gallagher III
Reviewed by John B. Harms and Herbert H. Haines

On Becoming a Rock Musician
H. Stith Bennett
Reviewed by Angelica O'Donnell and
William J. Hauser

Why is There no Socialism in the United States
Werner Sombert
Reviewed by Patrick Akard

Books to be Reviewed for Mars Journal

135

137

141

147

Mid-American Review of Sociology Sponsors

KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY
Department of Sociology,
Anthropology and Social Work*

MCPHERSON COLLEGE
Behavioral Science Department

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY
Department of Sociology and Anthropology*
Department of Rural Sociology*

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
Department of Sociology*

WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY
Department of Sociology

UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
Department of Sociology*

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA at LINCOLN
Department of Sociology*

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN at LA CROSSE
Department of Sociology and Anthropology

*Department offering Ph.D. programs



Contributors

WILLIAM R. ARNOLD is an Associate Professor of Sociology
and chairman of the inter-disciplinary committee on Crime and
Delinquency Studies at the University of Kansas in Lawrence.
He received his undergraduate education at the University of
Kansas, his MA at the University of Illinois in Urbana, and his
Ph.D. at the University of Chicago, each of these being degrees
in sociology. In addition to his academic studies of criminology
(principally on measurement and causes ofjuvenile delinquency),
he has served in a variety of capacities in citizen action groups
focused on reforming the criminal justice system in Kansas.
He earlier taught at Hanover College in Indiana and the Univer­
sity of Texas at Austin.

CHESTER BALLARD is a recent graduate of Texas A&M
University. He is now an Assistant Professor at Longwood
College and organizer of the Teaching Sociology Section for
the 1982 Southwestern Sociological Association meeting in
San Antonio.

DONALD O. COWGILL is Professor Emeritus of Sociology at
the University of Missouri-Columbia. He previously held pro­
fessorships at Wichita State University, Drake University, and
Drury College and has been Visiting Professor at the Univer­
sity of Rhode Island, Mindolo Ecumenical Centre in Zambia,
the University of Chieng Mai and Mahidol University in Thai­
land. He is best known as Co-editor, with Lowell Holmes, of
Aging and Modernization, but he has published broadly in the
fields of sociology of aging, demography, and urban sociology.
He is a Fellow of the American Sociological Association and the
Gerontological Society of America and has served as President of
the Midwest Sociological Society, the Midwest Council for
Social Research on Aging, and the Missouri Society for Sociology
and Anthropology. He was the first President of the Kansas
Citizens Council on Aging.



DARYL EVANS received his ph.D. from the University of
Colorado. He spent an extended period observing and inter­
viewing mentally retarded people, their parents, and allied
professionals. He recently released a film on the issues surround­
ing a retarded man's movement to a community-based resi­
dential setting. In addition to serving as a consultant of federal
residential grants, and numerous state service delivery task forces
dealing with mental handicaps, he has a book forthcoming on
the lives of mentally retarded people. He is currently an Assis­
tant Professor at the University of Kansas with research and
teaching interests in medical sociology, mental retardation,
and rural health.

ELIZABETH MARET is an Associate Professor at Texas A&M
University. She is active in research on stratification and the
sociology of occupations.

VICTOR W. MARSHALL, Associate Professor of Behavioral
Science at the University of Toronto, received his Ph.D. in
sociology at Princeton. He introduced the first course in the
sociology of aging and the first in the sociology of death and
dying in a Canadian university. He chairs the Social Sciences
Division of the Canadian Association on Gerontology and serves
on the editorial boards of The Journal of Gerontology, and
Ageing and Society. His publications include over twenty articles
and three books, Last Chapters: A Sociology ofAging and Dying,
Aging in Canada: Social Perspectives, and Nurses, Patients and
Families: Care and Control in the Hospital. A fourth book,
Advances in the Social Psychology of Aging and Later Life, will
be published in 1982. Professor Marshall's current research
focuses on the intergenerational relations of middle-aged and
older people and on the socioeconomic implications of popula­
tion aging.

CLARENCE PARKS is currently a Ph.D. candidate at Texas
A&M University. He received his B.S. from Sam Houston State
University in 1969 and his M.A. from Steven F. Austin Univer­
sity in 1976. Clarence is active in teaching research, research on
energy, and societal relationships.

AGING IN COMPARATIVE
CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

Donald o. Cowgill

University ofMissouri-Columbia

Mid-American Review of Sociology, 1981, Vol. VI, No. 2:1-28

One of man's greatest achievements is the prolongation of
life. The average length of life today in modernized societies is
approximately three times what it was in primitive societies;
we now live about 70 years in contrast with earlier societies in
which only about one-half reached maturity and the average
length of life was little more than 20 years.

It goes without saying that this lengthening of life expect­
ancy in modern societies eventually results in increased num­
bers of older people and if in turn those societies also lower their
birth rates, thus cutting the numbers and proportions of children,
as has happened in all highly modernized societies thus far, the
proportion of older people in the population begins to increase.

SELECTED CASES OF AGING

Figure 1 shows this process in five modernized countries.
In 100 years the proportion of the population in France which
was 65 and over increased from 7.4 percent to 13.4 percent.
In the same period England increased from 4.8 percent to 12.4
percent, Sweden from 5.4 to 13.7 percent and the Netherlands
from 5.5 to 10.1 percent. In the last century the proportion of
the United States 65 and over has gone up from 2.9 percent to
11 percent.

These cases strongly suggest that the aging of populations
is a predictable accompaniment of modernization.

DEGREES OF AG ING AROUND THE WORLD

At the present time we find different parts of the world
m different stages of modernization and in consequence in


