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THE KANSAS JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY

STATEMENT OF EDITORIAL POLICY

THE KANSAS JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY offers a means of communication for students in
the various disciplines of inquiry concerned with human society. Students, in our
view, are not defined by age, rank, or academic degree. As members of the scientific
community, they wish to construe a universe that is above all truthfully conceived,
while knowing that no truth-claim is ever more than tentative, that no understanding
ever more than a temporary approximation, and that the question is the mark of science.
As "youthful" members of that community, they are less anxious to he among the many
who know the answers than they are intent to be among the few who discover .the ques
tions. Since boldness is an old test of youth, and hardnosed curiosity the students'
sport, they often venture into unmapped fields, experiment with rustic or forgotten
tools of thought, and probe the bite of concepts in the recalcitrant, abstruse, but,
for them, always fascinating material worlds construed by men.

In other words, the journal opens for all serious students a way to contribute
more to the spirit of their discipline than to the ritual of the profession. .

The article is welcome. Particularly invited is the creative, thought-provoking
paper of broad sociological interest. If reports are submitted, let the theoretical
problem be clear, the assumptions recognized the strategy of research discussed and,
most important, let the meaning of the particular investigation for further thought
and research be evident. But the hard and terse prose is not the only source of
insight or stimulation. The short essay, the querulous statement, the searching com
ment, the informative book review, the considered rejoinder---these and other expres
sions of the inquisitive mind have their place. Even the report of a flagrant failure
may be more euLfgh t errfng than the confession of a confirmed hypothesis. The journal's
envoi goes to imagination in the sociological discipline and discipline in the socio
logical imagination. Its motto is "from the students to the students," for in the end,
the creative students themselves will decide that the spirit of this journal shall
live.

THE KANSAS JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY endeavors to further scholarly inquiry into social
phenomena. The journal welcomes research reports, theoretical contributions, essays
on issues of present concern to the discipline, and suggestions for improving current
theory and methodology, from students, as well as established scholars, in the social
sciences.

Manuscripts sumbitted should be double-spaced, less than thirty typed pages, foot
notes and references appended, and accompanied by an abstract. Preparation of copy
and reference format should comply with that used in publications of the American
Sociological Association. If published, the author receives ten free reprints.

All articles appearing in THE KANSAS JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY are indexed in Sociolo
gical Abstracts. THE KANSAS JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY is available on microfilm to regular
subscribers to the paper edition. Inquires should be addressed to University Micro
films, 313 North First Street, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106.



Two Issues a Year

Beginning with this volume VIII (1972) THE KANSAS JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY will contain

two issues a volume rather than the customary four. With this new policy we hope to

provide our subscribers with better quality as well as prompt service. The two issues

are scheduled to be released in June and December of each year. Usually the first

issue will be specialized in an area of sociology, while the second will be of a general

nature.

SPECIAL FALL ISSUE

Sociology of Knowledge

The fall issue of the journal will be devoted exclusively to sociology of knowledge

and related areas. Articles have been solicited from noted sociologists in the field

and the response has been very favorable. We still have space for additional papers.

If you are interested in sociology of knowledge or in social philosophy, please contri

bute a paper or review for'publication before September 15th. And. of course, we would

like you subscription if you do not already subscribe.

ANNUAL AWARDS

To encourage more student papers, THE KANSAS JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY has established

an annual award of $25 for the best undergraduate and graduate student papers published

in the journal. An inter-university review panel will be selected to judge the papers.

If you have a paper that qualifies or know of students who do, please submit them for

consideration in the journal.



Note from the Issue Editor

This issue's venture into social inquiry has presented us with a special, if not

unLque , set of problems. However, just as those things which are new to the student

of society are not necessarily new to the various disciplines, those problems new to

the editor are quite likely not new to editorship. These articles were culled from a

field of writing of fluid composition. From a sparse set of contributions, the popu

lation grew to a rich and varied number of papers, nearly all possessing attractive

attributes, and thus leaving the editor with the embarrassment of a plethora of choices.

The search for articles which might provide a neatly coherent, thematic issue of the

journal did not produce such a body of works. Failing there, the editor's criteria

became more idiosyncratic and, one might argue, arbitrary. There is, then, some

remaining uncertainty regarding several of those articles not published, and it is our

hope that some of them will appear in a later edition of the KANSAS JOURNAL OF SOCIO

LOGY or elsewhere.

The articles in this issue demonstrate the range of issues and methods of concern

to students of things social. We will not attempt to define all of these articles as

strictly sociological, since there is considerable disagreement within sociology over

the exact boundaries of "sociological" inquiry. There is in this issue no article on

quantitative methods, but Harry Well's lead article is certainly of methodological

import, and methodological issues abound in the other papers.

In short, we hope that this issue of the KANSAS JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY may bring

some sharper insights, some new questions, or perhaps merely some support to all of

us who claim to seek the evasive and often only tentatively held "truths" of social

life.

Steven Gilham



Biographical Notes on Our Contributors

Bill D. Bell is a graduate student at the Center for Research in Social Behavior

at the University of Missouri-Columbia.

Jerry Jolley received his B.A. and M.A. is sociology from the University of Utah

and has recently returned there for his Ph.D. He has been teaching at Kansas State

Teachers College. His areas of interest are deviance, crime and delinquency, and

sociology of religion. He has published articles on the clergy.

Professor Dennis Ray is a member of the Department of Political Science at Cali

fornia State College at Los Angeles. His continuing interest in China is evidenced by

a tentative book entitled The Peoples Communes and Economic Development in China to be

published by Praeger. He is also conducting research on multinational corporations

and their impact on economic development in the Third World and their impact on American

foreign policy. Ray is currently organizing an International Political Economy Section

within the International Studies Association.

Harry K. Wells has a private pyschiatric practice in New York City and was formerly

associate professor of philosophy at Bloomfield College, New Jersey. His academic

degrees are from Harvard and Columbia University. He is the author of The Failure of

Psychoanalysis: Freud to Fromm and ~~. Pavlov: Toward a Scientific Psychology

and Psychiatry.


