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KANSAS JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY

STATEMENT OF EDITORIAL POLICY

The KANSAS JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY offers a means of communication for students
in the various disciplines of inquiry concerned with human society. Students,
in our view, are not defined by age, rank, or academic degree. As members of the
scientific community, they wish to construe a universe that is above all truth
fully conceived, while knowing that no truth-claim is ever more than tentative,
that no understanding ever more than a temporary approximation, and that t.he
question is the mark of science. As "youthful" members of that community, they
are less anxious to be among the many that know the answers than they are intent
to be among the few who discover the questions. Since boldness is an old test
of youth, and hard-nosed curiosity the students' sport, they often venture into
unmapped fields, experiment with rustic or forgotten tools of thought, and probe
the bite of concepts in the recalcitrant, abstruse~ but, for them, always fas
cinating material worlds construed by men ,

In other words, the journal opens for all serious students a way to contribute
more to the spirit of their discipline than to the ritual of the profession.

The article is welcome. Particularly invited is the creative, thought
provoking paper of broad sociological interest. If reports are submitted, let
the theoretical problem be clear, the assumptions recognized, the strategy of
research discussed and, most Lmpo r t ant, let the meaning of the particular in
vestigation for further thought and research be evident. But the hard and terse
prose is not the only source for insight or stimulation. The short essay, the
querulous statement, the searching comment~ the informative book review, the con
sidered rejoinder--these and other expressions of the inquisitive mind have their
place. Even the report of a flagrant failure may be more enlightening than the
confession of a confirmed hypothesis. The journal's envoi goes to imagination in
the sociological discipline and discipline in the sociological imagination. Its
motto is "from the students to the students," for in the end, the creative
students themselves will decide that the spirit of this journal shall live.

THE KANSAS JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY endeavors to further scholarly inquiry into
social phenomena. The journal welcomes research reports, theoretical contributions,
essays on issues of present concern to the discipline, and suggestions for im
proving current theory and methodology, from graduate students, as well as
established scholars, in the social sciences.

Manuscripts submitted should be double-spaced, less than thirty typed pages,
footnotes and references appended, and accompanied by an abstract. Preparation
of copy and reference format should follow that used in publications of the
American Sociological Association. If published, the author receives ten free
reprints.



The reader is invited to withhold scholastic judge

ment and to set aside the critical red pen, so that the

reflections of a life-long sociologist can be properly

enjoyed. What better place to relate some early in

fluences upon a life, which has so vibrantly contributed

to a disciplin~ and the direction of its adherents,

than in the journal which he inspired? In this sequel,

in essence a prelude, is recaptured the flavor of a

life style too frequently neglected in this day. Some

will recall similar experiences, others will be de

lighted by the humorous images that are evoked, but all,

it is hoped, will recognize the significance of in

vestigating life not selectively, but from a·total

perspective.

Contained here is the final half of a tribute to

Dr. Carroll D. Clark in recognition of his service to

the study of society and to the University of Kansas,

which has been unceasing for a half century. The reader

is referred to the first issue of the 1968 volume

which is in honor of Professor Clark and contains "My

Soc.iological Stewardship, Part I"; appreciative words

from students and colleagues; and a listing of Profes

sor Clark's writings.

The Editor


