

LA&S 292 Course Schedule



Spring 2008


	Unit
	Readings/Assignments

	1


	Today’s Topics
Pre-Assessment

Course overview 

7 Steps of Research

Choosing a topic/scope of final project/options

Gathering background information for topic development (reference   sources)  

Exploratory report including current personal perspectives on topic – last century in the US – American Decades
Citing Sources 

Start Citation Worksheet – rest as homework 

Assignments (due next class meeting): 

· Brainstorming activity

· Finish Citation Worksheet

	2

	Today’s Topics

Mind Map Review 

Penn State Info Cycle Tutorial and discussion of source types 

Search Strategies 

Database Searching (Newspapers/Magazines) 

Evaluating CONTENT
Overview of thesis statements 

Assignments (due next class meeting): 

· Thesis statement, first draft

· Database search worksheet 



	3


	Today’s Topics 

Review database search worksheet 

Thesis development – Writing Center
Subject specific databases  and scholarly material

Evaluating AUDIENCE and CURRENCY

Annotated Bibliography 

Assignments (due next class meeting):  
· Print out abstract from one scholarly resource  with source in correct citation format

· Bring KU ID to next class

	4


	Today’s Topics

Evaluating AUTHORITY and PURPOSE

Web site evaluation

Open web v. invisible web/Google Scholar

Assignments (due next class meeting):  

· Find web resource related to topic, use evaluative checklist  - use correct citation format when appropriate



	5


	Today’s Topics

Group discussion on state of research to date (1 hour)
Library catalog and requesting material
Assignments (due next class meeting):  

· Bring in book and print out of catalog record

· Annotated bibliography



	6


	Today’s Topics

Annotated Bibliography DUE
In-text citation review

Class research time

Individual student meetings
Assignments (due next class meeting):  TBD


	7
	Today’s Topics

Open class – topics to be determined

Assignments (due next class meeting):  TBD


	8
	Final Project Due 

In-class Reflection essay

Post-Assessment


