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divisions among types of specimens. Exhibit cases were quickly ordered to keep 
things on view but not touched. Delbourgo often discusses the vastness of Sloane's 
collections: would it be possible for all of them to be on display? I was left wonder­
ing about additional storage and how certain objects were selected for display if 
not everything was viewable by the public. . . Delbourgo argues that Sloane's legacy has been hidden m part because his
collections became usurped by additions to the British Museum and by progress 
in scientific nomenclature and arrangement. In becoming institutionalized, his 
collections lost original context. Delbourgo raises some interesting points about 
the curatqr's responsibility, if any, to the wishes and whims of the original collec­
tor of objects that he or she acquires. Delbourgo thoroughly proves his premise 
that "Sloane is nowhere because he was everywhere"; in dividing his founding 
collections by modern scholarly specialization, his original collecting intent was 
subjugated. 

. . . Delbourgo's work is a paragon of scholarly achievement, with extensive ci-
tations and quotations from primary sources. It is not an easy or quick read but 
does represent a worthwhile effort for those interested in the history of_ science
and scientific collecting in the 18th century. If you are a reader who appreciates the 
wide historical context in which an individual operated, this book will far exceed 
your expectations. If you are interested primarily in the founding days and early 
organization of the British Museum, this volume may appear off topic. �owever, 
the title aptly asserts that the volume is primarily about Hans Sloane and his world, 
and as a biography it excels. 
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