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The founders of the American Society of Mammalogists 
(ASM), in the first Bylaws approved in 1919, established an 
honorary membership, writing: “Article II. Membership. Sec. 
3. Honorary members shall be elected by a majority vote of
the Society upon unanimous recommendation of the Council
[= Board of Directors] in recognition of distinguished ser-
vices to mammalogy” (By-laws and Rules adopted April 3,
1919). In the most recently approved ASM Bylaws, it is stated:
“Honorary membership is conferred by the Society in recogni-
tion of distinguished service to mammalogy” (Article II, Sec.
6, ASM Bylaws, approved 15 June 2021). This simple sen-
tence has been the only guidance that the Board of Directors
of the ASM received in selecting honorary members over its
first 102 years (see changes at https://www.mammalsociety.
org/committees/honorary-membership). Considered to be the
highest distinction bestowed by the Society, honorary mem-
bers do not need to be a member of the ASM when selected,
but clearly there is the expectation that the person will have
made significant contributions in one or more of the principal
activities of the profession—research, education, service to the
ASM and similar organizations, and conservation. The ASM
has chronicled its individual honorary members and amassed
information about their accomplishments (Hoffmeister 1969;
Layne and Hoffmann 1994; Taylor and Schlitter 1994; Heske
and Bell 2019). We wish, however, to take a different approach,
examining this select group of mammalogists as an assemblage
and as subgroups to learn if there are shared characteristics or
career paths.

As of 1 July 2022, 109 honorary members of the ASM have 
been elected over the 103-year history of the organization, giv-
ing an average of 1.05 honorary members per year. As many 
ASM members know, Joel Asaph Allen, then at the American 
Museum of Natural History, was selected as the first Honorary 
Member at the first annual meeting in 1919. Edouard-Louis 
Trouessart of France was elected in 1921, being recognized 

for his prolific writing on the mammals of France and Europe, 
becoming the first Honorary Member from outside of North 
America. It was not until 1966 with the election of Erna Mohr 
of Germany that the first woman became an Honorary Member 
of the ASM. Of the 109 honorary members, 99 are men and 10 
are women (9.2%), with 40 men and 5 women (11.1%) from 
outside of the United States (Appendix I) and 59 men and 5 
women (7.8%) being elected from the United States (Appendix 
II).

The disparity in the recognition of men and women has 
been noted previously, and it is an acknowledged fact that 
the ASM and other taxon-based scientific organizations 
were heavily male dominated and field research oriented for 
nearly two-thirds of the twentieth century. This can certainly 
account for the disparity in the first 50 years of the existence 
of the ASM. However, as discussed by Genoways and Freeman 
(2001:292), this trend was changing as shown by presenta-
tions at ASM annual meetings. “From 1974 onward, women 
were authors (not just 1st authors) for over 10% of presenta-
tions at the annual meetings.” The 20% level was reached in 
1979 and subsequently rose to 30% in 1981, 40% in 1991, and 
finally women were authors on 50% or more of the presenta-
tions beginning in 1997. At the most recent annual meetings, 
registered women participants have slightly outnumbered men 
participants—2021 virtual meeting, 400 women and 362 men; 
2022 combined virtual and in-person meeting, 256 women and 
249 men. This change occurred for several reasons, including 
changing societal attitudes emerging from the 1960s; passage 
of Title IX in 1972 prohibiting sex discrimination in any educa-
tion program, resulting in the removal of institutional prohibi-
tions against coed activities such as field research; more women 
deciding to pursue their interests in science; and more women 
becoming skilled and eager field researchers. This 50-year 
period of rising contributions from women to the science of 
mammalogy and the ASM has seen increasing recognition 
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given to women (Horner et al. 1996; Stein 1999; Dizney et al. 
2019). Since 2000, the ASM has elected 43 honorary members 
of which 21 (16 men, 5 women) were from the US with 23.8% 
being women and 22 (18 men, 4 women) were from outside 
of the US with 18.2% being women. In fact, nine of the 10 
women becoming honorary members have been elected since 
2000 and the percentage of the women honorary members has 
risen in concert with their increased representation in the ASM. 
However, it is clear that the ASM remains far from parity in this 
respect, raising the question whether the Board of Directors and 
the Honorary Membership Committee should re-evaluate the 
criteria and procedures used to select future honorary members.

ASM honorary members have come from six continents and 
24 countries (Appendix I), with the US having by far the most 
at 64 (59%) of those recognized. This should not come as a 
surprise because the organization was founded and continues 
to be supported primarily by US mammalogists. Including the 
other honorary members from North America (Canada, Cuba, 
and Mexico), the core region for the ASM, there are 72 hon-
orary members or two-thirds of the total recognized. There is 
a definite bias toward honoring mammalogists from English-
speaking countries, with 83 (76%) by our count. For the most 
part, honorary members from outside of the US attended 
degree-granting institutions in their home country. Only four 
of the non-US members attended institutions in the US—
University of California, Berkeley (2), University of Iowa (1), 
and the University of Kansas (1). Some of the most interesting 
and surprising facts about members from outside of the US are 
places where we have not recognized honorary members. For 
example, in Africa we have recognized only two mammalo-
gists both from Republic of South Africa, but there are active 
researchers in universities, museums, and wildlife organiza-
tions studying mammals in other parts of the continent. There 
has never been an ASM Honorary Member from India, but 
there is a long tradition of mammalian studies at universities, 
museums, and the Zoological Survey of India. We have not had 
honorary members from northern South America, the former 
Soviet Republics, or Central America. We are certain that there 
are people who are highly qualified among these regions. As 
the ASM continues expanding as an international organization, 
we may need to broaden our vision of what constitutes “distin-
guished service to mammalogy.”

Within the group of honorary members from the US, there are 
interesting clusters based on birthplace, home institution, and 
education (Appendix II). Honorary members from the US hail 
from 24 states and three foreign countries; 13 states produced 
multiple honorary members, with New york leading this list-
ing with seven. California and Illinois are represented by being 
the birthplace of five members each, and five states—Kansas, 
Massachusetts, Nebraska, Ohio, and Pennsylvania—were the 
birthplace of four honorary members each. Three honorary 
members were born in Oregon and Missouri and two each in 
Oklahoma, Utah, and Wisconsin. One of the surprising obser-
vations is that only one Honorary Member was born in a state 
in the southeastern US (Virginia south to Florida and west to 

Louisiana and Tennessee)—Lee R. Dice, born in Georgia. The 
thinly populated northern Rocky Mountain states are another 
region represented by a single Honorary Member—William B. 
Davis, born in Idaho.

Compiling a list of the states of the home institutions (institu-
tion with which they were associated when elected) of US hon-
orary members (Appendix II), only 17 states and the District 
of Columbia are represented. The District of Columbia was 
the location of the home institutions for 16 honorary members, 
with the US Biological Survey/US Fish and Wildlife Service 
and subsequent iterations, US National Museum/National 
Museum of Natural History, and National Zoological Park. 
Only eight states included the home institutions for two or more 
honorary members, with 10 members from New york leading 
this group primarily because of the seven honorary members 
at the American Museum of Natural History. The other states 
represented are California (7), Texas (5), Michigan (4), New 
Mexico (4), Kansas (3), Illinois (2), and Massachusetts (2). The 
nine states with single home institutions of honorary members 

Fig. 1.—Joseph Grinnell at age 53 in December 1930 in the Museum 
of Vertebrate Zoology examining an American beaver (Castor 
canadensis) skull. Although Grinnell never was elected an Honorary 
Member of the ASM because of his untimely death at age 62, the 
training program he established at the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, 
University of California, Berkeley, produced almost twice as many 
ASM Honorary Members than any other mammalogy program. His 
students and their academic progeny account for at least 36 of the 109 
ASM’s honorary members. Photograph courtesy of Archives of the 
Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, University of California, Berkeley 
(Accession MVZ:IMG 8421).
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include Arizona, Connecticut, Florida, Indiana, Nebraska, New 
Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Utah. Here, again, the south-
eastern US has only one representative—James N. Layne at the 
Archbold Biological Station in Florida.

The final area of the background of our US honorary members 
that we examined was the institutions where they received their 
highest educational degree. US honorary members received 
their degrees at 22 institutions in the US and four institutions 
outside of the US. One Honorary Member only graduated from 
high school (Edward A. Preble). Twelve institutions had two or 
more graduates who became honorary members. Thirteen hon-
orary members of the ASM received their advanced degrees at 
the University of California, Berkeley, nearly twice as many as 
second place University of Kansas, with seven honorary mem-
bers. Also recall that California-Berkeley had two graduates 
become honorary members from outside the US and Kansas had 
one. The program with the third most graduates becoming hon-
orary members was the University of Michigan, with five. If you 
haven’t picked up on the theme here, it could best be called the 
“Joseph Grinnell Effect.” Grinnell started the programs of the 
Museum of Vertebrate Zoology at Berkeley and graduates of his 
program started those in Lawrence and Ann Arbor; if one were 
to look further into the list of the degree granting institutions, 
other programs in the Grinnell lineage would be found, such as 
University of Arizona (2), University of Illinois (2), University 
of New Mexico (2), Louisiana State University (1), and Texas 
Tech University (1) (Jones 1991; Whitaker 1994). The other 
institutions with two or more graduates becoming honorary 
members were Columbia University (4), Cornell University 
(4), Harvard University (4), George Washington University (2), 
University of Wisconsin (2), and yale University (2).

An interesting fact about the “Joseph Grinnell Effect” is that 
Grinnell, himself, was never elected an Honorary Member of 
the ASM (Fig. 1). By tradition, honorary membership has been 
conferred as the person approached the end of his/her career 
and was entering retirement. Grinnell was in his early sixties 
and not preparing for retirement when he unexpectedly died. 
Although not specifically prohibited in the Bylaws, the ASM 
has never elected an Honorary Member posthumously. Some 
other people absent from the list can probably be attributed to 
similar circumstances, such as Edward A. Goldman who died 
while serving as President of the ASM, and Past President Elmer 
C. Birney, who unexpectedly died at the age of 60. Only quick
action by the Board of Directors allowed Terry L. yates to be
elected before his untimely death. Among other names that are
mysteriously, from our modern perspective, missing from the
list, we would include mammalogists such as Vernon Bailey, B.
Elizabeth Horner, Wilfred H. Osgood, Colin C. Sanborn, Viola
S. Schantz, and Francis B. Summer.

Honorary membership has been a part of the fabric of the
ASM since its founding. For the most part, it has served the 
Society well throughout its first 100 years. It has allowed 

 recognition of what we as members of the ASM believe is 
excellence in our profession. It has allowed the shining of a 
light on individuals outside of the US who otherwise might 
not be honored within their own country. We may expect the 
number of honorary members being recognized to increase as 
more people are actively studying mammals and the ASM is 
increasing its international impact. Particular attention should 
be given to recognizing the roles and contributions of women 
and minorities in mammalogy, and to colleagues from parts of 
the world that have thus far remained unrepresented among our 
honorees.
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Appendix I
Honorary members of the American Society of Mammalogists (1919–2022) listed by continent and country.

Country Name year Elected Institution Granting Highest Degree 

Africa (2)
Republic of South Africa (2) Jennifer U. M. Jarvis 2003 University of Nairobi

Nigel C. Bennett 2021 University of Cape Town
Asia (5)

Israel (1) Eviatar Nevo 2002 Hebrew University
Japan (1) Nagmaichi Kuroda 1959 Tokyo Imperial University
Malaysia (1) Lim Boo Liat 2003 Universiti Sains Malaysia 
People's Republic of China (2) Xia Wuping

Wang Sung
1988
1998

yenching University
Fudan University

Australia (6)
Australia (6) John N. Calaby 1993 Australian National University

Patricia A. Woolley 2001 Australian National University
David C. D. Happold 2004 University of Calgary, Canada
Colin Peter Groves 2013 Royal Free Hospital School of Medicine 
Marilyn B. Renfree 2019 Australian National University
Jennifer A. Graves 2019 University of California, Berkeley

Europe (19)
Czech Republic (1) Vladimír Hanák 2021 Charles University
Demark (1) Magnus A. Degerbøl 1962 University of Copenhagen
England (5) M. R. Oldfield Thomas 1928 None

Charles S. Elton 1973 University of Oxford
John Edwards Hill 1985 None
Timothy H. Clutton-Brock 2009 University of Cambridge
David W. Macdonald 2019 University of Oxford

Federal Republic of Germany (2) Erna Mohr 1966 University of Munich
Klaus Zimmerman 1966 University of Rostock

Finland (1) Björn O. L. Kurtén 1983 University of Helsinki
France (2) Edouard-Louis Trouessart 1921 University of Paris

Francis Petter 1987 University of Paris
Poland (2) Kazimierz Petrusewicz 1972 Stephen Bâthory University, Vilnius

Z. Kazimierz Pucek 1982 M. Curie-Sklodowska University
Russia (2) Vladimir G. Heptner 1963 Moscow State University

Vladimir E. Sokolov 1976 Moscow State University
Scotland (2) Hans Kruuk 2011 University of Oxford

Paul A. Racey 2011 University of Aberdeen
The Netherlands (1) Max Weber 1928 University of Bonn

North America (72)
Canada (4) Rudolph M. Anderson 1947 University of Iowa

Randolph L. Peterson 1986 University of Toronto
Charles J. Krebs 2017 University of British Columbia
M. Brock Fenton 2021 University of Toronto

Cuba (1) Gilberto Silva Taboada 2018 Universidad de La Habana (part)
Mexico (3) Bernardo Villa-Ramirez 1986 Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México

J. Ticul Álvarez-Solózano 1997 University of Kansas
José Ramírez Pulido 2005 Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México

United States of America (64) See Appendix 2 
South America (5)

Argentina (2) Angel Cabrera Latorre 1947 University of Madrid
Rubén M. Bárquez 2021 Universidad Nacional de Tucumán

Brazil (1) Rui Cerqueira 2012 University College London

Chile (1) Fabian Miguel Jaksic Andrade 2013 University of California, Berkeley
Uruguay (1) Alfredo Langguth 2008 Johann Wolfgang Goethe-Universität, 

Frankfurt am Main, Germany

Total = 109 (through 2022)
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Appendix II
Honorary members of the American Society of Mammalogists from the United States of America grouped by their home institution/organiza-

tion. Many of these mammalogists were employed at several institutions over the course of their careers, but they are listed here by the institutions 
with which they were associated when elected to this recognition. The institutions are listed in the order from most mammalogists recognized to 
those with a single person recognized. Those institutions with a single person recognized are listed in alphabetical order. Birthplace is the state/
nation in which the member was born. Many of these honorary members attended several institutions in the course of their formal education, but 
the institutions listed here are those that granted the highest degree.

Home Institution/Organization year Elected Name Birthplace Institution Granting Highest Degree 

US Biological Survey/US Fish and 
Wildlife Service

1930 C. Hart Merriam New york Columbia University

1930 Edward W. Nelson New Hampshire Cook County Normal School, 
Chicago

1951 A. Brazier Howell Maryland yale University (1 year)
1951 Theodore S. Palmer California Georgetown University
1952 Hartley H. T. Jackson Wisconsin George Washington University
1952 Edward A. Preble Massachusetts High school only
1964 Stanley P. young Oregon University of Michigan
1981 Victor B. Scheffer Kansas University of Washington
2010 Alfred L. Gardner Massachusetts Louisiana State University

American Museum of Natural History 1919 Joel Asaph Allen Massachusetts Lawrence Scientific School, 
Cambridge, MA

1929 Henry Fairfield Osborn Connecticut Princeton University
1954 William K. Gregory New york Columbia University
1955 Harold E. Anthony Oregon Columbia University
1990 Karl F. Koopman Hawaii Columbia University
1992 Sydney Anderson Kansas University of Kansas
2004 Guy G. Musser Utah University of Michigan

US National Museum/National Museum 
of Natural History

1937 Leonhard Stejneger Norway Frederic’s University, Norway

1941 Gerrit S. Miller, Jr. New york Harvard University
1963 Remington Kellogg Iowa University of California, Berkeley 
1996 Robert S. Hoffmann Illinois University of California, Berkeley
2002 Don E. Wilson Oklahoma University of New Mexico
2007 Richard W. Thorington, Jr. Pennsylvania Harvard University

University of California, Berkeley 1954 Walter P. Taylor Wisconsin University of California, Berkeley
1979 Oliver P. Pearson Pennsylvania Harvard University
1995 William Z. Lidicker, Jr. Illinois University of Illinois
2001 James L. Patton Missouri University of Arizona

University of New Mexico 1994 James S. Findley Ohio University of Kansas
2006 James H. Brown New york University of Michigan
2008 Terry L. yates Kentucky Texas Tech University
2012 David J. Schmidly Texas University of Illinois

University of Michigan 1956 Lee R. Dice Georgia University of California, Berkeley
1968 William H. Burt Kansas University of California, Berkeley
1976 Emmet T. Hooper Arizona University of California, Berkeley

Texas Tech University 1992 J. Knox Jones, Jr. Nebraska University of Kansas
2003 Clyde Jones Nebraska University of New Mexico
2005 Robert J. Baker Arkansas University of Arizona

University of Kansas 1964 E. Raymond Hall Kansas University of California, Berkeley
2009 Kenneth B. Armitage Ohio University of Wisconsin

Independent researcher and writer 1941 Ernest E. Thompson Seton England Julian Academy, Paris
1959 Francis Harper Massachusetts Cornell University

Archbold Biological Station, Florida 1993 James N. Layne Illinois Cornell University
Boston University 2008 Thomas H. Kunz Missouri University of Kansas
California Academy of Sciences 1970 Robert T. Orr California University of California, Berkeley
Cleveland Museum of Natural History 2001 J. Mary Taylor Oregon University of California, Berkeley
Cornell University 1965 William J. Hamilton, Jr. New york Cornell University
Field Museum of Natural History 1991 Philip Hershkovitz Pennsylvania University of Michigan
Fort Hays State University, Kansas 2007 Jerry R. Choate Oklahoma University of Kansas
Harvard University 1969 George Gaylord Simpson Illinois yale University
Indiana University of Pennsylvania 2021 Alicia V. Linzey New york Virginia Tech University
Michigan State University 2016 Kay E. Holekamp Missouri University of California, Berkeley
National Zoological Park, Smithsonian 

Institution
2015 Katherine Ralls California Harvard University

Princeton University 1936 William Berryman Scott Ohio Heidelberg University, Germany
Roswell Park Memorial Institute in 

Buffalo
1956 Albert R. Shadle Ohio Cornell University

San Diego Museum of Natural History 1936 Alfred W. Anthony New york Colorado School of Mines
South Bend Medical Clinic in Indiana 1942 Marcus Ward Lyon, Jr. Illinois George Washington University
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Home Institution/Organization year Elected Name Birthplace Institution Granting Highest Degree 

Texas A&M University 1968 William B. Davis Idaho University of California, Berkeley
University of Arizona 1999 Paul S. Martin Pennsylvania University of Michigan
University of California, Davis 1963 Tracy I. Storer California University of California, Berkeley
University of Illinois 1982 Donald F. Hoffmeister California University of California, Berkeley
University of Nebraska State Museum 2002 Hugh H. Genoways Nebraska University of Kansas
University of Texas, Austin 2000 Franklin H. Bronson Nebraska Pennsylvania State University
University of Utah 1971 Stephen D. Durrant Utah University of Kansas
Wildlife Conservation Society 2022 George B. Schaller Germany University of Wisconsin
yale University 2022 Elisabeth S. Vrba Germany University of Cape Town

Continued


