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CHAPTER I

PURPOSES OF STUDY AND REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

Introduction

As improved methods aend techniques of communication and
transportation have resulted in a more closely knit social structure,
it is only naturel that a great portion of cur population has become
more interested in the ramifications of that social structure. At no
provious time in social history have so many psople been so interested
in and conversant with as meny facets of soclety as today. Concomitant
with these developments has coms an increased respect for the opinions
aﬁd interests of persona in all social strate.

The public opinion poll hes been used with increesing
froquency during the past quarter century. Representatives of the
social agenciecs are becoming inoreasingly aware of the importance of
the opinions and attitudes of their publics. This trend is noticeable
in education as well as in other fields.

Public opinion is a very potent force in determining the
success or failure of any given school in any given community. The
school administrator who ignores this force is choosing a plen of
administration that can at best only haphazardly achieve its maximum
degrees of influence in that community. Such a plan is not designed to
promote acceptance, by patrons, of either the local school in particular

or of the profession in general.



This is not meant to imply that the professionally trained
educator should turn the edministration of the schools over to laymen.
The majority of people outside the teaching profession are not
qualified for, nor interested in, usurping the roles of teacheras and
administrators, They are interested, however, in understanding that
velid and valuable educational experiences are provided for their
children. The administrator who completely ignores these parental
desires and ettitudes is acting as unwisely es the one who relies too
hoavily on this resource. The administrator who 1z wise emough to call
on the school patroms for the right amount and type of commnity
assistence and advice has already learned e valuable lesson in school
adninistration.

Since any progress in education is dependent upon public
sdpport and understanding, it is imperative that the patrons of a
school be kept informed as to the activities taking place at the school,
It is just as importemt for the school administrator to lmow the atti-
tudes and opiniomns the patrons hold toward the local school. If
administrators keep informed as to the nature of the attitudes end
opinions held by the patrons they are in a much more advantageous posi-
tion. HNot only can this information be used in curriculum plamning
but it also serves as a guide in planning the public relations program
of the achool.

All curricula do not need to be patterned according to the
likes end dislikes of the school patrons. It should not be forgotten,
however, that the patrons of any given school have had considerable and
varied experience in the typss of activities the school is preparing

the youth to enter. Some of these experiences have been successful and



others have not. Regardless of the degree of success or failure of

the experiences the patrons have had in these many fields of enterprise,
they have formulated attitudes and opinions relative to the type of
training needed for such activities. They know, or at least feel they
know, what they want their schools to do for their children. The
patrons! ideas as to the success or failure of the locel school is in
large meesure dependent on how adequately they feel the school is doing
these things.

If these patron attitudes and opinions are not valid and
sound, the school administrator has en obligation to attempt to educate
his public. This does not mesn that any attempts should be made %o
indoctrinate the patrons. It does mean, however, that the edministrator
is responsible for adequate interpretation of the local school program
to the local school publice This can be done much more efficiently and
offeotivoly if the administrator is conversent with the nature of these
attitudes and opinions.

This study was undertaken in an effort to develop a techmique
for determining what these attitudes end opinions mey be. It was also
hoped that some idees could be gained as to the effeot of certain
selected factors, both school and non-school, on the nature and

intensity of these attitudes end opinions.

Purposes of the Study

Iwo separate and clearly definsd objectives have served as
the goals of this study. The attainment of sach of theose objectives
was equally important in determining the final worth of the study. The
objectives sought for in this study were:

1. What attitudes and opinions did the parents of students



in Kensas high schools hold regarding the schools their
ohildren attended during the school year, 1952-53%

2. Vihich of certain selected factors, both school and nonw
school, wore essociated with these attitudes and
opinionis?

A study of these objectives reveals that the attainment of
the first objective is basic to the solution of the second. Before one
determines what factors are associated with attitudes and opinions, one
mst £irst determine the nature of those attitudes and opinlons,

It should be stated at the outset that the attitudes and
oplnions of the paremts in this study ars not to be taken as criterie
by which a school may be evaluated. Ko such claim is made for the
quegtionnaire used in this study or for the results obtained therefrom,
The purposes of the study were to appraise a stated set of attitudes
agd opinions of a selected sample of parents and to learr, insofar as
possible, which of the sslscted factora were essociated with the
opinions and attitudes. HNothing more has been or will be claimsd for
the results of this study. It was felt that these qualifications should
be stated and understood et the cutset end kept im mind when interpret-
ing the results of the various analyses.

As is explained in more detail, in a later chapter, the gtudy
wag not as extensive es might boe supposed from the title. This was not
a study of the attitudes and opinions of all parents in the State of
Kansas. It was not even a study of the attitudes and opinions of all
parents of school children or even of all pareats of high school
students. It was limited to the attitudes and opinions of parents of
high school seniors in a selected sample of high schools throughout the
state. The reasons for the selection of thsse particular achools are

elso discussed in a later chapter.



The parents ¢f high school seniors compriss a sizeable portion
of the total body of patrons of a given school, and since the parents
of hizh school seniors have had four years tc fermulete attitudas and
opinions rogarding their school, it i3 falt that these results will be
worthy of study. In & typical sscondary school sltuation the seniors
have boen exposed longer to a given sochool environment than any other
studants, and their parents should, all other fashors helng equal, be
in a batter position to appraise the school experlences urderpgone by
their children than any other set of parents would be. It is folt that
the rasults of thia study will help achool teazchers, admiristrators and
boarda of control to be ir a position to parform more intelllzeatly the
functions of their warious positions.

It is granted, of course, that many none-parents are also
included in the population of scheol patrons in eny given high school
district. It is also granted thal the parants of seniors comprise leas
than ono-fourth of the parents of students in the typical four~year
secondary sohcol. Tho attitudes and oplnions of the parents of seniors
in a ziven high school may or may not be representative of thse attitudes
and opinions of all patrons of a given schocl. Thsy may or may not be
ropresentative of the attitudes and opinions of &ll the parents of
children in the school. Conssquently, no claims will be made regarding
the rspresentativeness ¢f the attitudes and opinions.

In this type of study the only way to guarantse that the
results ars truly repressndative would be to poll the parents of each
senlor in the state. Since such an oxtonsive ccverage would be beyond
the scope of this study, a sample of the parents of high school students

in the astete was drawn. Every possible attempt was made to select
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this sample in such a way as to insure as high a dogree of reprosenta-
tivensss as possible. The details of the aampling tachniques employed
srs discussed in Chapter IX. Suffice it to say, at this point, that
any lack of rapresentativencss on the part of the sample is probably
due to ramdom errors only.

As stated earlier in this chaptor, the first objective of
this study was 4o detormine what 2 solocted sample of parents of high
school seniors in Kansas thought of high aschools sttended by their
children during th2 school years, 1952-53. Assumling that the Instru~
ment used in this study was appropriate for the task at hend, the
mathod of atback on the flrst objeotive was rather simple. It must be
vointad out that the responses obtained from the psarents are responses
to a structured situation. Psrhaps the attitudes und opinlorns mlight
nave been more valid had the rasponsos been unstructurad. The Aiffi-
sulty of obtaining umnstrustured respoasss for such a larze sample of
psroats tip the halance in favor of a structured instrument. The
perents were asked to express their attitudes and opinions by checking
the appropriate racponses on the questionasire. A simple taobulation
of these responses was all that was necessery to stndy the nature of
thase attitudes and opinions.

This finding wes, of courss, of prime importance in 1tself.
School administrators can gein much in a study of their entire educa-
tlcnal program by a consideration of these findings. Siuce these
findings, lowever, were nct different to any great degree from what
night heve boen oxpacted, cne might questlion the :ecessity of so
extensive a study. By the application of the principles of good public

relations, most administrators can learn the general nature of the



attitudes and opinions of their patrons toward the school program. The
edninistrator, though, regardless of the efficiency of his public rela-
tions program, will only lmow the status quo of these attitudes and
opinions. He canrot predict what the feelings may be in the future by
merely acquaeinting himself with the nature of the public his school
will be serving.

The seccnd objective, as stated earlier in this chapter, was
to study the assoclation of certain selected factors, both school and
non-school, with these attitudes and opinions. In other words, the
edninistrators can identify some of the factors related to the feelings
parents have about the school.

A set of ten factors wes selected for study. The fectors to
be taken into consideration are discussed at length in Chapter III, but
aro listed here to orient the reader to the scope of the second
objective of the study. By studying the relation of each of these
factors with the responses, the administrator may be in a better posi-
tion to appraise the attitudes and opinions of the patrons of the
school. The presence or absence of a relationship of thess factors
with parental opinions can easily be determined by any administrator
for his school. Assuming that the sample used in this study is
representative of the total populaticn of parents in the state, the
edministrator can translate these findings to his own school and com-
munity situation with considerable profit. These ten factors were as

follows:s

1. Number of pupils enrolled in the school.

2. Length of tenure of the school administrator.
3. Mean salary of teachers in the achool.

4. Average teacher tenure.

5. lesn annual income of responding family.



6. Relationship of respondent to senior in question.

7. Respondent's ownership of haome.

8. Attendance at school functions within past year.

9. Respondent's exercise of franchise in last school election.

10. Visitation of school by respondent within past year.

It was the achievement of this second objective that made

this study e valueble instrument for any administretor. As will be
pointed out later, in greater dotail, it was the achievemsnt of' this

second objeoctive that maede this study worthwhile.

Review of the Literature

So far as the writer has been able to discover, no similar

study has ever been made on & state-wide basis prior to this ome. Even

though some similar studies have been made simultansously in several
communities in a state, nover before have the communities been B0
aq;ectad as in this study.

A study of parent opinions toward secondary schools was
carried on in Michigan in 1951.1 This study was cerried on among
parents of youngsters at all grade levels. Some of the items, in the
questionnaire used, referred specifically to attitudes regarding the
secondary schools. The respondents, however, had not, in each case,

had children of their own in the secondary schools.
While the Michigan study was ocarried on with a much larger

population than was the present study, no attempt was made to guarantee
its representetiveness. About 15,000 responses were obtained from
twonty-cne communities in Michigan. Some of the items and the res-
porses to them, that are similar enough to the items and responses in

this study, are shown in Tables 1 and 2.

1

Michigan State Dopartment of Public Instruction. Unpublished
report of findings of study of parentel attitudes toward public schools,
1961.



TABLE 1

RESPONSES OF PARENTS TO
CERTAIN SELECTED ITEXS
IN THE MICHIGAN STUDY

Percentage
Itom Yos Yo Sometimes

1. Do you believe the high school graduates

of today are as well educated as high

school youngsters when you were of that

age?ooonnoo-o"ooo'ooooooco-o¢ooooonouoooo 73.3 26.7
2. How do you feel ebout today's teachers?

Do you consider them woll-trained and up

'bO date?.“..'....l'."..I"OO.....Q..Q... 90.0 10'0

3. Do you believe that salaries offered
toachers today are sufficient to attract
well=prepared, conscientious men and
women to teaching jObS?.olooaoﬁoOcQoooooto 24,1 75.9

4, In the past ten or twelve months, have
you visitad a public 8chool?eescesccecccss 8001 19.9

6. Do the teachers really make you feol et
homs when you visit clas8eB87.sceccccncanses 74,0 8.3 17.7

Table 2 shows the percentage of parents checking the various
items in response to the question: "All of us want our children to have
a good education in the three R's, health, and perhaps some sciencs.
Boyond this, what would you insist on end be willing to pay for, even
if it should eadd to your school tax bill? Check what you think should
be provided.”

The parents in the lichigan Study responded to this question:
"Taking everything into consideration, what kind of a job would you say
your public schools are doing in educpting young people for thece
times?" The results indicated that 54.9 per cent felt the job was
"good," 42.3 per cent felt that the job was "fair," and 2.8 per cent

felt that the job was "poor."
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TABLE 2

RESPOHSES OF PAREHTS TO
CERTAIN SELECTED ITEXS
IN THE MICHIGAN STUDY

Porcentege of Parents
Ttom Checking the Item

1. Apprecistion of and possible participation

1n !nusio and art CveNeVCcERRRNTRONOOOEUITROEDERPOOOS 45.9
2. Instruction in a vocation (job skill) of the

pupll!s choloB ceveescscosccnccscsocscasnvee 726
3. Home and family living (budget, buying,

femily relationships, child cere, food and

€lothing) ceceeosceessccsececssssavacesconnse 60.3
4. Learning 10 drive 8 08F veceeecsssvccscasccns 33.6
6. Opportunity for activity in school clubs ... 32.6
6. Public 8peaking sssesccsceesescscecsscvessss 48.5
7. Ability to speak a foreign 1anguage eeececese 25.6
8. Competitive athletics seseesevesceccssvcvace 37.8

9., Understanding of the history end geography
of our country and perhaps the world csceese 51.8

A gimilar study was conducted in Palo Alto, Califernia, in
1951.1 The Palo Alto Educetion Council esked one hundred perents,
chosen at random, to write enswors to the following question: "What do
you want the schools of Palo Alto to do for your children?”

Their answers wore then corbined into twenty~five statements
embracing as many of the ideas as possible. These statements were then
submitted to the parents of the 5,354 students in the Palo Alto schools.,
About 3,300 replies were received from these parents., Some of these
statements and the parent reactions that are relevant for comparisoa

with the findings in this study are shown in Table 3.

lwilford M. Akin, "Whet Do People Want From Their Schools?"
Kiwanis Megagine, (May 1952) p. 28-29.
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TABLE 3

RESPONSES OF PAREHIS TO
CERTASN SELRCTED ITAMS
IN THE PALO ALTO STIUDY

Yercantore

Agroe

Tuclined
to

Ttem Strongly Agroe

Undee

Inclined
to

Disagree

cided Disagree Strongly

1.

2.

Se

4..

6.

Ge

Te

All pupils should be taught
to recognize snd reapsct
the rights of other races
and reli.gions seevsscsrscoe

The schools should develop
in every pupil a strong
sence of responsibility for
the welfare of the achool,
community, state and natlion.

Schools should instill the
habit of prompt, chesrful
cbedience in all pupils «.e

The school should provide
an edequate staff of coune
solors able to help pupils

‘with personsl as well as

school prdblﬁms cssscescsne

Pupils should be permitted
to participats in plamed
extra curricular activi-
ties, such as athletic
games, school plays and
clubs even though they may
not be doing satisfactory
work in thelr classroum
8tUdioE sececssosssscvssenne

The school has no respone-
8ibility to help students
choose a vocation sesoveses

The school should emphasize
preparation for such adult
activities as family lifs,
rocreation, community
improvemsnt, etce cesescsnes

90.19

84.89

65.54

48.09

25.33

9.78

41.47

7.99

12.76

22.92

30.06

23.29

12,59

32.87

1,29

4.21

9.47

11.5

9.28

1l.44

«35

«76

6.09

22.79

34,78

10.66

.16

«26

1.28

2.85

17.07

55.66

5.67
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Apother study of this nuature was carried on in 1951 in
Jacksonville, Ill:lnois.l Dr, Darrell R. Blodgett, Superintendent of
Schecole in Jecksonville et thet time, corrised on this study of opinions
held by all parents heving students in schouol, toward the public sohool
system. The Jacksonville Parent-Teacher Associatiom, tha tecchers, the
adninistration, end the board of education all cooperated in this

project.

The instrument used in this stvudy was the Illinois Inventory

of Parent Opinion.z The inventories were sent to the familles of all

pupils in the Jacksonville schools during the second semsster of the
1960-61 school year. There were approximately 2300 pupils enrolled but
since soms famllles hed more than one child in school, the aumber of
separate families was about 1400, The following letter was sent to

parents with the inventorys
February 23, 1961

Doar Parent:

You are roquested to £ill out the enclosed questionnaire to
help us evaluete our school program. This is a Joint project of
the P.T.A., the tsachers, and the school sdministration. TWe
value your opiniocn of the school program as it affects your
child. Your cooperation will be appreciated.

Fill out ths questionnaire for your oldeat ohild who is in
school. Do not sign your nams. Please retuirn the questionnaire
in the enclosed stamped envelope.

Yours very truly,

P.T.A. Council President

Suporintendent of Schools

1™met Do the Parents Think in Jacksonville, Illinois?"
Jacksonville Public Schools, 1351.

®Harold C. Hand, G. C. Finlay, and A. J. Dolio, Illinois
Inventory of Parent Opiniony New Yorks; World Book Company, 1948,
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About B9 per cent, or 700, of the sets of parents returned
the iaventories. The resulis of the study sre given ssparately for the
elementary, junior high, and senior high levels. The high school group
responses ars divided into fwo setst those living in the sohoel dise
trict and those living outside the district. OSince the vest mejority
of the parents in the Kensas study lived in the districis of the high
school attended by their children, the responses of only the resident
perents in the Jacksonville study will be or interest here for purposes
of couparigon,

Twolve of the items included in tha Illinois Inventory of

Parent Opinion are given below. Also glver are the responses of resie

dont parents at the nigh school level for each of these itecms. The
percentages shown are percenteges of the approximately 700 reapondents
who indicated each response as their feeling on the issue in gquestion.

l. In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the
school your oldest child is attending?

Vel'y woll setisfiediccsceccesavess 2D per gent
SetisfioGeeeesensevsecscecsnsssses O

About hall and halfeeeessceoscesse 10

DissetislioGiecscsscesnctnscrsensy
Vel'y much dissatislfiedecsccerccnnn
I have no Opinionooooaonoooccooo‘o
Vo IG5 PONEGeeesssccsesvssssenasvose

o

2. In general, sre your child's teachers too changeable in
their discipline (sometimes too striot, sometimes not
strict enough) to suit you?

Y63 eseosecscssesosncnoscsccssasenscs 14 per cent
UncortaiNescccecesccssoscsseccscese 95

-
ﬂa..."..’..'...‘.0..0....0....... 47

NO responS@essscsssscsecsscsessssne 3

&« Do differences in discipline among the different teachers
{some too strict, others not strict encugh) keep your
child frcem getting es much as he could from his school
work?

YSS.ooooooohoooooocooooao.oo-toopo 12 per cont
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Uncortalnececeseescsssscsaseressae 3G per cent
NO...'..‘..‘.‘........‘..‘.......’. 54

Yo I'COPON0Ceansssnessrsenssaesonsoee 4

In gensral, is the diccipline in your ohild's school too
strict or not striet enough?

It is much to0 8trictiecesesecscee 1 per cont
It is 100 Btricticeseccsccnccacrce 1
It is about right.........n....u 61
It is not striet enoughn......n. 22
It is nowhere neer strict enocugh.. 2
I have no Opinion..u.nn...o.... 10
NO responS@ecscccsscesssvccsscssse O

Should the schcol <ry to give the c¢hildren help with the
scclal problems they face in everyday life?

Y08eseeescscocsecsrescessnscecesse 85 por cent
NOsessnsvosontasacrassotocsceossos 5]
Uncertainescseescssscoscovsccvccncasne 8
I+ FOSPCIECevscsscvsascsctnsassoss 1

Are you treabed &5 well as you think you ought to be
treated when you visit the school?

YeBeseeescessssesecrsvscoccssereee 73 por cont
Sometimes yes, sometimes nossseses 9

IIOOIO.....00.0.‘..0...“.0.000.0.. 2

I have rever vieited gchool.iiceses 0.6

How meny of the teachers welcume your visits to your
child's scheol?

All or almost 8llecevecsssccesanes 49 ver cent

UoSbeaseessevossnssosencsosacassasr o8&

About halfseececncsscoscessscecces 4

F EWeosoeossesssssssnsnontsosessnene G

lione or almost NCNCecestecverosees 1

I have nrever visited my child's
8chcOleveercessscccscvacsnces 1

Yo TEBPOilECssesasnsosnsssesnnssues

> 0

Are you satisfied cr dissatisfied wlth the teacuiug
methods used in your child's school?

'Very woll setisfiodecscscsesenceee 15 per cont
Satisfiod.eeensaccocsescsscsceesses 39

About half and halfesesesscconecess 17

Dissatinfiedeesesvecesessscssscnne 3
Very much digsetisfiedeccecccocans
I heve no Opinicnooconoo‘ooooooooo
Ho FOSDODEOssceevereescsssssccvere

DG C



9.

10.

11.

15

Some people feel that the only way the schools can keep
up thelr services they are now giving is to increase
taxes. If this turns out to be true, should taxes be
increased or school services be cut?

I strongly foel taxes should be

increasoQeececvesevececoncens

I am inclined to fesl taxes should

be incroasodiecssccvecsasccne

] am NOt BUrGecercocosscccccnccnssns
I am inclined to fesl school

services should be cubecsccee

I strongly feel school services

8hould b9 Cubeccresescccocese

HO re8poOnsGecccesscascsscencccsssae

24 per cont

35
30

6

3
2

Whioch, if any, of the following things would you like
to seo the school do more about?

More

Hore

More

Mors

More
More
More
More

More

More
Mors

emphasis on teaching children
to got along with others.....
chances for all children to
learn sports end recreational
00LivitieSeevcvosvsnescccscne
attontion to the problems of
family 1ifBeucenscnssosssvene
attention to the problems of
ocity, etate and netional
goverm@ntooooocoooo‘o.ooocoo
study of how to use money
wisely..o..‘00.00‘.....'00...
attontion to readingececececces
attention to arithmeticeesecee
attontion to public and
social Bpeakingu............
study by teachers of abili-
ties, eptitudes and interests
of all children as a basis
for helping them choose and
prepare for their life work..
art educationecccscoscecsssece
msic educationicecsccoscvsee

61 por cent

37

40

61
a8
26

57
6
1

How do you fesl mbout the extent to which the public
should provide tax money so that every child, regardless
of his physical handicapa, race, creed, or the financial
condition of his parents, has the opportunity to get an
aducation suited to his abilities and effort?

All necessary textbooks and

supplies...........n........

Medical treatment, if necessary...
Eyoglasses, if necessaryesecececes

78 per cent
€8
60
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Hearing sids, if necessary....sses 66 por cont
Hot lunchOBeeesssacsssossoncsscssces 60
Tickets to ethletic games, dences,

par‘bies, 6bCiavevscssncsccesse Sl

12, Do you feel that teachers are paid oo much or too little
for the work they are expected to do?

I fool very strongly that teachers
are paid too muchesessesssass 1 por cont
I am inclined to feel teachers
are paid t00 muChecccecsccses
Toachers are paid about the right
BNOWTeeseecccesonsesscassese OO
I am inclined to feel teachers
are not paid enough....u....
I feel very strongly teachers are
not Paid enough..........un 19
I have no opinlonesccscsescceccnsse 9
No ?asteooooooooooooooooocooooo 5

(2]
a

Another such study worthy of mention ia a review of the
literature related to this question was carried on at Fort Scott,
EKonsas, in 1950. This study was conducted by the Bureau of Education
Research and Service of the University of XKenses. It was directed by
Dr. J. W, Twonte, Professor of Education, with the assistance of
Dr. Kenneth E. Anderson and Dr. E. Gordon Collister.

The questionnaire used in the Fort Scott study was essembled
by University staff members. The instrument contained an introductory
lotter, questions on twenty-sight phases of the school program,
identification items and one item allowing for self-expression by the
respondent. The title of the questiomnaire iss "What Do You Think of
the Public Schools?" It was given to a child in each family represented
in the entire system, who in turn tock it home for the parents %o fill
out. The children returned the questionnaire to their respective
teachers.

The introductory letter contained on the first page of the



questionneire ic as follows:

Dear Parents:
PLEASE READ THIS PARACRAPH?!

Your child has brought to you this check sheet. It is
part of the survey being conducted for your school system
by the Bureau of Educational Research end Service of ths
Universlty of Kansas. You are asked to fill out this check
shoet by placing an (X) after ONE of the three possible
answars to each question., Vhen you have finished, place
the sheot in the same envelops, seoal it, and return 1t to
school with your child as the meoasenger. Do not sign your
nane on this pepere.

Some of the items included in the study relevant to this
study wore:

1. From what you lmow or hear about your public schools,
would you say thats

Clasaroonm oonduct and

discipline are setis-

f&ﬁtory?u..u....... Yes_____ NO-__. Don't KD.OW___
The present method of

teaching fundamental

subjects is betler

than when you went

to 8¢hool?eecenccesss Y63 Ko Don't Know

2. Would you say that your publie school teachers ere paids

Too much?ecesvaccscrcace Yes _ To Don't Know
fbout right?.-oocogoonno Yes__— Yo Don't Know
700 1ittle?eeeeccenceses Yos Yo Don't Know

3. Did you vote:

In the last school
alection?... XXX Yes Ko Don't Know

4. Do you think that your public schoonls should provide the
agtudent withs

Personal guidance?es.ess Yoz Wo_ Don't HKnow
Vocational (job) -
guidance?.u......... Yos To Don't Know
Educational guidance?... Yes___ No___ Don't Know___

5. Do yvou feol that the school should provides

A1l books end supplies?. Yes _ No___ Don't Know



Tree cdmiesion to

athletic gemes?.ecess Yes _ No _ Don't Know
Free of cherge cuch

sctivities es dances,

parties, otc.?.ieecees Yeos Ho _ Don't Emow
All athletic equipment?., Yes No __ Don't Enow
A1l musicel instrue

MONtE Teesessconcscaces Yes__ NO‘___ Don't KIIOW__
¥edical services for

the needy?o tevsesscoes JOS NO__ Don't KnOW__-_
Lental services for the

needy?oooooocoooao-oo Ye
Eye glnsses for the

n@edy?;-.oooccccecccc Yo
Hearing eaids for the

n@edeoQ'oooooqoooooo YGB_ Yo Dont't Know

—— S—

B Yo Don't Know
8 o Don't Know

6. Do you lilke the present system of reporting:

Pupil progress?esececesss YO8 ¥o Don't Enow

7. Heve you had a conference with the feacher ebout your child:

This yaar?.oocoooconoooo Yes Fo Dont't Enow
Last year?......-....... YOS-__ Ko Don't Know

8. Do you fesl th&t the school is helping your child tos

Develup cffective heelth

habiteTeseveencscosse YQB___ NO— Don't Knuw.'__
Develop high ideels and

suitable moral code?. Yos Ko Don't Mnow
Develop a broader under- - =

standing of social

end economic

prdblems’.. sessessses SOB Yo Don't Knou:____

e em——

9. Who answered this questionuaire? Check one,

Fathereesoceseesccccccns
Mothoreevecsosocsesscesns
Both Father and iother..

The exact percentages are not given here but the resultas of
the Fort Scott study revealed a favorable attitude on the part of

parents toward the Fort Scott public schools.
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Summary

Each of the above studies has ruch to cormend it. Each was
born out of neceasity to determine certain fscts about a certain school
Bysten or group of systems and esch seesms to have accomplished its pur-
pose. Mention has bsen made of each of these etudies with a summary of
some of the more relevant responses for two resscns., First of all, the
type cf gquesticonelre used end the technigues smployed wers very
similar to those of the current Xanses study. Secondly, because of the
two facts mentioned ebove, the findings in the earlier studies and the
ourrent study are amenable to comparison.

The results of these earlier studies are not being shown here
in an effort to validate the findings of this study. The fact that
responses to similer items are very much alike in Kansas end in Michigan
does not insure the valldity of the responses in either state. On the
other hand, neither would dissimilarity of responses serve to question
the validity of either set of findings.

Scme specific facts should bs mentioned in en evaluation of
the related literature, as compared to the current study. There are
three reasons why the findings of the current study may be of more
significance to students of education than the findings of earlier
studies.

Pirst of all, the scope of coverage of the earlier studies
has not, in any case, been as extensive as in the case of the Kansas
study. The Palo Alto, Jacksonville and Fort Scott studies were each
confined to a single school system. While covering a much larger
population, the Michigan study was confined to twenty-one school

systoms. By using different sampling techniques, ‘the same number of



20

responses might have been so Belected as to be representative of
several hundred communities.

Secondly, for theo reasons merntvioned stove and because of
the proviocusly established purpcses of the studles, none of the others
iz representative of the recponses in sn entire state. The sampling
technique used in the Kensas study wes so denigned so as to insure,
ingafar as 1s pessible, that the findings would be representative of
ths entire state.

Third, end perhaps most importent of all, none of the earlier
studies attempted to relete school and noneschool factors with the
parental cpinlons of the schocls. The other siudies are merely of the
nermative survey type end only disclose the status quo as it exists.
The factors under consideraticn In this study were:

l. TNuwber of pupils enrolled in the sclhwool.

2+ Length of tenure of the school administrator.

3. Hean salary of teachers in the schoul.

4, Avorage teacher tenure.

5. Ifean anmuel income of responding fanily.

6+ Relationship of respondent to senlor in question.

7. Respondent's ownership of home.

8. Attendance at school functions within past year.

. Respondenit's exercise of Ironchice in last school election.
10. Visitation of school by respondent within past year.

Because of these three reasons it is felt by the writer that
the current study will furnish much more valuable data for use in the

evaluation of school systems than cam be obtained by the methods and

tochniques of earlier writsrs.



CHAPTER II

PROCEDURE

Description of the Instrument Used

The questionmaire used to determine the attitudes and
opinions of parents of high school seniors regarding the schools their
children attended was devised by the writer for this study. A study of
several simllar instrurents indicated the necessity of either making
several adaptations for local pecularities or the construction of a
special cne for this study. The latter alternative was decided upon
as the most feasible practice to follow in cerrying out this study.
Appendix A contains a copy of this invontory ontitled: "What Do Parents
Think About Kansas High Schools?"

Two instruments were studied intensively to gather ideas to
use in theo constructlion of the questiomnaire that was developed, namely:

The Illinois Inventory of Parent Opinion and the Michigan State Departe-

mont of Public Instruction's How Would You Answer Thias?

Two others were studied, namoly: the one devoloped by the
Augusta Public Schools of Augusta, Kanses, and the one assemblod by the
Burcau of Educational Research and Service of the University of Kansas.

The questiomnaeires were entitleds What the Schools Should Teach and

¥hat Do You Think of the Public Schools? Copies of all four of these

quostionnaires are to be found in Appendix B of this thesis.
The questiomnaire developed for this study has been given
21
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the title: "What Do Parents Think About Kansas High Schoola?™ It
opened with an introductory letter of explanation at the beginning
which reads as followss

This is a cooperative study being carried cn in Kensas this
school year. Your local high school, the State Department
of Public Imstruction, and the State Board for Vocational
Education are all cooperating in it. The purpose of thia
study is to determine how you, as e parent, feel about the
Job your local high school is doing for your child. You are
askod to check (1) each of the following questions in the
"Yes," "Ho," or "Can't Say" column, according to how woll
you feel your local school is doing. For questions 62 and
63 you are asked to merely check (i) the correct response or
responses. On question 64, ploase feol free to make whate
ever comments you desire about your school or about this
questiomnaire.

Do not sign your name to this questiomneire. Ve ere not
interested in a response of a given individuel, but rather

in the total responses for each particular school in the

nams of your high school at the top of this sheet. This is
for purposes of identification according to school, and not
according to the individual f11ling out the questionnaire.

We hope you will feel free to make an honest appraisal of
your schocl. Since your response cen in no way be identified
as belonging to you, you may rest assured of its being kept
in strict confidence. After you have completed the question-
naire, place it in the accompanying self-addressed, franked
envelope and return it to this office. Thank you in advance
for the help you can give us in this study.

This letter, in addition to the explanation given by tho
principal to the studonts, seemed sufficient orientation for the parents
a8 to the purposes and eims of the study. This, of course, may not be
a8 good a way to interpret and explain the study to the parents as
through the use of e personal interview., Because of the number of
parents involved, and because thoy were living over the entire state of
Kansas, the technique of the personal interview with each parent was
not practical or possible within the school year.

Ths instrument 1tself was made up of sixty-four separate

items. Sixty-thres of these items had three alternative snswors. The
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parent was asked to check each of the first sixty-three items by check-
ing () the blank in the desired Yes, Ho, or Can't Say column,
The sixbty-four items fall quite naturally into five different

types. These types are:

1. General Attitudes

2. Basic Skllls

3. Curriculum Enrichment

4, Achievement of Educational Aims

5. Extension of Free Services

Items 1 and 2 and items 10 through 25 are of a gencrel nature

and will heoreafter be referred to as the CGaneral Attitude Item=. An

attenpt was made in the selection of these items to have as many pheses
of the to%al achool picture as possible without beinz too speoific in
any particular area. A special effort was made in those items to in-
clude those points about which parents seem most ready to converse. ¥o
obﬁective criteria wore used in the selection of these items. The
experience of the writer and experiential backgrounds of others with
vhom he consulted seemed to give oredence to the eppropriatsoness of
these items insofar as that particular purpose wes concerned.

Ttems 1 and 2, and items 10 through 25 are llsted below as
they appeared on the questionnaire.

Can't
Yoo No Say

l. In general, are you satisfied with
the high school your child attends?... 1.

2. In your opinion, are the high school
graduateos of todey as well educated
as the high school graduates of
twenty.fiva yearB agO?oooocoooooooccoo 2.

10. Do you think teachsr's salaries are
high enough?..........................10.

11. Would you be in favor of raising
teachers® salaries, even if it meant
en inorease in your school taxes?.....1l.




iz,

1z,

15.

16.

17.

is.

19.

20,

2l.

2z,

Have you talked with any of your

child's teachers within the past

twelve months about his progress in
80h001Teeeececssnennscsccccscncsncecsle

Yes }_I_q_

Cen't

T

Did you vote in the last school
elec‘biun?.n..tl‘....."'OQQO00000000013'

Do you feel welcome when you visit
the hizh school your child attends?..l4.

Do you feel teachers in your child's
scheol are as well trained as wore

the high school temchers of twentye

{ive yoars &EO?OVCDQOOGOO'-QOOOO--00'150

In Konsas all children are redquired

to attend school until they com-

piete the eighth grade or until they
reach their sixteenth birthdaey if

they ave physically anéd nentelly able
to do so. Do you think this is a

8‘;00{1 requiremeut?tcoouot.occoon.ao.ao:‘.eo

Have you attended any school event,

such as basketbell pgemes, football
gemes, plays or concerts, within

the pas'b twolve months?eeeceescesesealTe

Do you think the teaching methods in

the high scheol your child attends

are as good as the teaching methods

used in high sochools of twenty-fivo
yeers B.gO?ooooncooc00000-000000‘0.000180

Would you like to see more courses
offered in your high school thet

would train your child in a job or

trade at which he could earn his
living?.Q...Qll...‘G.......00‘0..‘...19‘

Would you like to heve your child
given more help by the hlgh school
in ChOOSing his li-fe WOrKTeensooeonn o0,

Is the high school your child atiends
strict enough in its discipline?.....21.

Would you like to have your child

given more help by the high school in
golving whatever personsl, sociel and
educationnl problers he mey fecel.esel2.
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Cen't
Yeos Jo Say

23« Do you foel thet athletios are
being oversmphasized in the sohool
yeur ohild attonda?eesescevcccncscscelde

24. Aro you satisfied with the greding
system used in the high sohool
your child attondoleeesscvccocerencesde

26, Have you visited any classes in the
school your child attends within
ths past twolve montho?seecesenes ve0elD.

The brealk in the list of Gonoral Attitude Yters betwaon itoms

2 and 10 was intontional so as to relieve the monotorous eppoearancs of
the questionneire es wall as providing more variety for the roapondent.

The doing of a poor job in toaching facility in the uss of
the basic skills is one of the most cormon oritlcisms leveled at the
publio achool teachers and administrators today. Almost any self
appointed eritic of socondary and elementary education today will deory
the teaching of the threo R'a@ as they are taught teday. For this
roagcn, the parents of high school senlors were asked to express thoir
views rogarding the quallty of this teaching in thelr local seecndary
schools. Soven 4{tems, 3 through 9, hereaftor called the Basio Skill
itomn, wore included to gserve es a meavure of parent attitudes arnd
opinions regerding the teaching of the besie skills.

An oxamination of these itoms will revenl that more than the
three R's is included. Thore were two reascns for broedening tho scope
of this get of items. First of all, the basic okills today inolude
more than reading, writing, and arithmotlic. A list including only the
usual throe R's would prebebly provoke mainly nsgative feelings the
parents may have had developsd regarding the teaching of the three Rts.

Also, parents might be more likely to reflect the popular publio
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dissatisfaction with teaching in this area of the curriculum themn to
reflect their own feelings. By camouflaging these subjects in a longer
list the writer thought it might encourage more reflective thinking on
the part of the respondent. Items 3 through 9 as they appear in the
questionnaire are shown below:

Are you satisfied with the job the
high school your c¢hild attends is
doing in teaching its students what
they need to know in each of the
following subjects?
Can't
Yos  No Sy

Se English.-....--.u................u Se
4, m&thematicaooo.ooocoooocaoooooooo-o. 4,
5. History............................. 6.
6. SCilGN0Ocecescssscscascossncccssssvas Oo
7. Ponmanﬂhip.......................... 7.
8. Spelling.n......................... 8.
9. Reading............................. 9.

Many parents believe that the secondary schools should emrich
their currioule far beyond the basic skill subjects. Practically all
educators have ghared this view and the yeers have scen many additions
to the traditional college preparatory curricula of the earlier secondary
schools.

Expansion in almost any area is a costly procesa. The broaden-
ing of the curriculum to include other offerings is no exception to this
rule. 8Since extra money is required to broaden or enrich the curri-
culum the process is often attacked by those who are always looking for
ways to cut expenditures regardless of the ultimate effect upon the
program in question. For this, and other reasons, it was desirable for
the parents to express their attitudes end opinions ebout some of the
subjects and activities usually thought of as the ones included in en

enriched curriculum.
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In items 26 through 34, the parents were asked to indicate
whether or not they would be willing to pay extra taxes, if necessary,
to have these opportunities provided for their children. As can be
seon from a cursory study of these items, they range from those of a
very speclfic nature, such ae vocational education, to the more ebstraot
consideration of training in the rosponsibilities and privileges of
citizenship, Items 26 through 34 are shown below as they appear in the

questionnaire. These items are called Curriculum Enrichment items for

purposes of this study.,

The best possible education cannot he

provided for your child or children

without your financial and morel

support., In addition to the basio

subjects offered, look over the lish

below and check (v) the opportunities

you would want and would be willing

to pay for in extra taxes, if neces=

sary, for your child. Can't

26. More information sbout, and training
in jobs of pupll's cholcosesessecsseselbs

27, Information about home and family
living...U‘Q...Q......Q00...000‘0..'.270

28. Participation in interscholastic
athletlcSeceescessscncosncsccescsseeedBe

89. Driver trﬂiningo.ooon-o-ooooooocoouooago

30. ‘fr&ining in pﬂblio Bpeaking. cossnceaedle

3l. Participation in school clubS8eeceseee3)s

32. Training and participation in musie
8NA BPbLesscccsssvssoncecsscsosnaceseessdde

83. Training in responsibilities and
privileoges of citizenship.csseessesssdBe

34. Training in use of forelgn language..34.

The more visionary and farsighted memberas of the education

profession are continually evaluating their efforts and outcomes. Soms
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of these evaluations hsve been manifested in nationwide resurgences of
dedication to duty. These rededicntions usually oconsist of the formla-
tion of, snud vows of obedience to, stated sets of principles and
objectives. The "Cardinsl Principles of Educatiun,"l so widely espeused
in the second decede of this century, wes one exemple of such & set of
objectives. The statement of the "Imperative Needs of Youth,"@ 8o
popular in the past iwo decades, is enother example of such a set of
principles. MEducation for Life Adjustment,"a and the "Ultimnte
Objectives of Eduoation?4 are also examples of such evaluative movements.

Items 35 through 63 heve been selected and included in this
questiomnsirs to reflect the feelings of parents as to how well schools
ere achieving some of these objectives. Included in this set of itoms
are 211 of the points included in the "Seven Cardinal Principles of
Edﬁbaﬁion,“ erd the "Imporetive Needs of Youth." The terminology in
which these items are ccuched iz not identical with the original state-
ments of those principles and needs. A careful examination of the
items will, however, reveel that ell perts of both statements ere
included.

The nomenclature used in the original statements of each of

these lists of objectives is preserved in this set of items. It may be
that these terms are not easily interpreted by some persons outside the

ljational Education Association; Commission on the Reorganiza-
tion of Secondary Education; The Cardinaly Frinciples of Secondary
Education; 1918.

2Hationa1 BEducation Association; Educational Policies Commige
sions The Impsrative Keeds of Youth of Secondary School Age; 1944,

5Kational Coumission on Education for Life Adjustments
Education for Life Adjustment; 1946.

4National Eduoation Association; Educational Policies Commisge
sion; Ultimate Objectives of Education; 1838,
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educetion profession. Mo attempt was mede to adept the terminology of
the origiral stetements of the "Cerdinel Principles” end "Imperztive
Needs" to the languege of the ley people. The set of perents to whom
the inventory wes submitted for their reactions is so keterogenoous

that & cheice of terminology suitable for one segment of the subject
population would not necesserily be suiteble for enother. Hence no
change has been sought In the level cf vocabulary difficulty in the
original lists. Items 35 through 53 are licted below as they eppear

in the instrument. The question preceding the list of items is intended
to orient the thinking of the respondents., Thece items for purpose of

this study are called Achievement or Educational Aims.

Are you satisfied with the Jcb the
high school your child attends is
doing in teaching its students what
they need to know in each of the
following areas? Can't
Yes  No  Sey
3b6. Appreciation of the deumocratic wsay

of lifﬁ-oovooono.oo.oao.oooooooo0-000350

3G, Ability to get along with others.e...36.

57, Information about jobs of the
pupil'B ChoOlCOessesscscscscscecencacedTe

38. Appreciation of the value of money...38.

39. Good Bportsmanship.n................39.

40. G‘OOd citizemhip......Q.........0000040‘

41. Politeness and MAMNOrS.ececcsscssancacdls

42, Discipline...........................42.

43. TWorthy use of leisure timesecesscsecesddd,

44, Respect for parents and other elders.44.

45. Respect for the righte of minority

groupaoootooooo-o--oooooonooooooooooo45.

46, Honeaty.o-o.onoo-oooooooooooooo000000460




2o

Tes  No ey

-}

o Importance of health and physical
fitnesﬂoooooooo-ooooovoooo-coooooooco47c

#>

48. Ability to think rationally.ceceese.s48.

49. Proparation for family responsi-

biliti@s.-o.o.--oooocooo-.o-o..-oo..aQSo

5C. TUnderstanding of metheds of sciencs..b0.

51. Inbelligent purchase anrd use cf

goods................”..u........0.51.

62. Appreciation of finer things of 1life.52.

55+ Development of sasleable skills.......53.

Ytoms &4 through 60 dealt with the extension of so-called
free services to students in the sescondary schools. This group of items
was not ell inclusive. There may be other services that parents might
wanj; to provide at no cost to students. However, the number and
variety of items inoluded inm this list was probubly sufficlent to allow
one to conclude whether or not the idee of furnishing such services is
agressble to the respondents. It is quite likely that the person
answering yes to all seven of these items would extend his effirmative
attitude to cover any such service set up for the benefit of the group.
By the samo token, the person answering negatively to all these items
would in all likelihood feel that no such services should be furnished
free to all students.

As in ‘the cese of ilems 26 vhrough 34, which considered the
possibility of extra taxes, if nscessary, for the enrichment of the
curriculum, the enswers to these items may be affected by the respon-
dent's tax rate. The individual who owns his own home and has a rather
large school tax to pey mey reect differently to these items than the

person who owns no real property. The reactions to this set of items
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ney be different for the parents having younger children than for those
parents whose only ohild in school is the senior in question. Tiens 54
through 60 cnd the introcuctory question ere listed below. TFor purposes

of this study these are called Extencsion of Free Services.

How many of the following items end

services do you feel should be pro=-

vided out of tox funds and et no

direct cost to the pupil? Can't

64. All books and SuppliGBesecscescscocsesbd,

55. Fres admission to athletic contests..55.

66. Tree zdmission to school plays,
p'&r'bies, BUCresasrscosssaccsssncasnssb,

57. £11 cthletic equipment....eeveveans b7,

580 1‘«11 msical m'bmntaoounoooocoovvosao

59. FNinor health services (msdical and
dentel exeminetiont, etcC.)ecececeveeasbOe

60‘ school lunch..0.....'......“'t.‘...lso.

The respondents to This questionneire were esked nol to sign
their name te the guecticrmnire they {11lled out. The writer was rot
intsrested in the nature of the reactions of any given individual,

Mach can be geired, however, from some categerizing detn about each
rospondent. For that reason, items 61 threugh €63 were included. Res=-
ponces on any given return mey be mick more meaningful when the informae-
tion provided by this set of ldentification items is known ebout any
respondent.

Ag will be explained in & latar ohapier, each of these three
items served ce one of the criticul fectors whose relationship with
parental response was stucied. A part of this study was to determine
the relationship between the nature of the respondents reactions to each

of these threc items end to each of the five sets of items. Items 61
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through 63 ere shown below as they appeared in the inventory. No
introductory statement is included with this set of items as each item
seens to be self e¢xplenatory in and of itself.

Can't
Yos* Fo gy

€l. Do you own your own hamo?..eeecacecseble

62. VWho filled out this questionneire?
Please check (V) one or more as is
nBOSSBary‘

Fethor
Mother
Other

63. What is the total annual inccome of the
immsdiate family? Please check (L)%

Below §3,000
$3,000 to $5,000
Above §5,000

The only other item in the instrument is the final one. Item
64 is an open response item in which the respondent is asked to make
any further commsnt he may cere to make. Some of these comments were
very constructive and wholesome in nature. One respondent, for
exanmple, reacted only to the final four items of the study. The nature
of the response to item 64 in this particular ocase explained the reason
for the peculiar nature of the respondent's reaction to the study. In
many ocases this item seemed to serve as a cathartio agent allowing the
rospondents to clarify their feelings regarding their local secondery
school.

The responsea to item 64 will be summarized in the Appendix E.
Item 64 is shown below es it appeared on the questiomnaire.

64. Do you have eny further comments about your school or sbout
this questiomneire? If so, please feel freo to male them hero:

In concluding this description of the inventory, & word should



Pte said ebout the ltem selsction technique used in the construction of
the questionnaire. In the ccnstruction of standardized tests dealing
with either objectlve or subjective measures of ebility in any area,
indications of the discrimirnetory power and difficulty level of each
item may be ascertained by a study of item responses. Since in a
questionnaire or opiniomneire of this nature there are no "right" or
"wrong” enswers, there are no overt indications of either difficulty
or disorimination as long as items are consistently attempted. If a
large proportion of the responding population consistently ignored or
objected to o givon item it should perhaps be exemined for suitebility.
Questions of e personal nature dealing with such matters as income and
the like cften fell into this cetegory.

Then the itemz for this opiniomneire were selected, two safe~
guards were taken to insure as high a dogree of suitability as posaible
for each item. First of all, only items of e proven nature were used.
This should not be takon to mean that the items wore all taken verbatim
from other measuring devices of a gimilar nature. It does mean, however,
that every 1ltem included in this questiommaire is the same type of item
that has been used in other widely distributed and used instruments,
Wone has bheen taken verbatim from othor instruments unless there seemsd
to be no other feaslible and practical torms in which to ocouch the mean-
ing of the item in question. No claim is being made that this practice
insures reliability, validity, discriminatory power, or proper diffi-
culty level for the population being sampled. The only factor justify-
ing the use of this safeguard in item selection, is that it does pro-
vide what the writer chooses to call the suitability of each item

seloctad. Inherent in this property celled suitability would be all
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the fectors usuelly sought in more deteiled item anelysis and item
selentlon technigues,

The only ofher step taken to deturmine svitebility of the
items in the imventory was the tryout method. The vwiriter used an
earlier form of the questiornairs in a study of parent opinion in two
high schocls in the spring of 1962, This tryout in the Highland Park
and Seeman High Schools rssulted in two items in the section on basio
8kills being combined and one item in the identvification section being
discerded. The two items in the basic skills section dealt with
American history and world history. Siwce meny of ths parents objected
to the apparent duplication, the two were combined into a single item
concerned merely with history. The item in the idontification section
called for the respondont to write in the occupetion of the brend-
winner of the family. The responses to this item deflied acourats
ocategorigation 80 the item was discerded. A parent, for exempls, might
indicate his occupation as "grocer." Ths writer had no way of knowing
if such 2 person were the ownsr, msnapger, ceshier or custodisn in &
grocery utox:e, or if the respondent were engaged in wholesanle or retail
soallinz. Bacauss of thiz weakmsus, it was felt the item did 1little to

identify the socio-sconomic olaszification of the respondent.

Techniques of Conducting Study

This discussion of the techniques involved in the conducting
of the study is intended %o cover the sleps taken from the time the
problem was selected until the completed questionnaires were returned
to the writer. Space in a report of thls nature doss not pernit a
dotailed acoount of each of these steps. An attempt is mude, however,

to inoclude in this discussion all of the most important steps taken.
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Eaoch of the mtopa talen in carrying cub this study can bo placed in s
of thrso satagories.

Tho firs¥ step was concerned with the oonstruoticn of the
ingtrument to be used. Thad atep wes sdegustely disoussed in the
earlier portion of this chapter. The other two stsps in the order
taken were, firet, the selection of the sample of schools, end ssconde
iy the establishmont mnd maintenance of contact and rolationships with
the schools in the semple. Theso steps are discussed in that ordor.

In soelecting the sanple of schoola to be used in this astudy,
it wag nocessary at ths outset %o decide upon the sise of tho sample,
that o, the number of schools to be used. Two fmotors wore taken
into consideration in deoiding upon the aise of the sample. First of
all, the nuxbor of schools should be great enocugh %o guarantee
reprosontativeness. Seccndly, the sample should not bes so great as to
raks the study unwisldy or impossible of exescution within reasonable
end practical time and finsancial limitatioms. Iu order to insure

7 wids cleerdod Ko7
vaoprosentativeness, the sample should include at least 10 per cent of
the totad numbsr of public high schicols in the gtats., 0On the other
hond, the study need pot include more than 85 per cont of the total
mubar of such echools. Since there are 614 publie hipgh eschools in the
stote, this would mesn Vhat the nunber of schools in the study should
bo betwoen 61 and 154,

In order to pisplify the total problem, the mumber of schoole
solected for the study wns 100. Since the proper percentage of the
somple ghould be located in ench of the four quarters of 4ho State of
Fansas in ocities of the first, #ocond, and {third oluas, and in each

enrolluent clespifiocation, the use of 100 schools would glmplifly
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Tha noxt step was to select the 100 schools to be included
in the survey. Ian salacting thess schools an effort was made to insure
as great a dogroe of represeniativensss ns possible. Thals was nacese
sary {f tho findings of the siudy, and the conclusions drawa froa these
findings ars to be consldered as representative of all the schools in
the state.

If a sample is to ba reprosantative of the population from
which 1t is to be drawn, it must f£1t the definition of a representative
sample proposed by Johneon. In this desoription Jolmson defines a
representative ssmple as: ".....one in which the measurements mede on
its units ere equivalent to those which would be obtained by measuring
all elements of the ponulation, except for the inaccuracy due to the
1imited size of the sample."

Beceuge of the nature of the study end becaure of tho necese
s8ity to insure the representativeness of tho somple, nc attenmpt was
made 4o chhain o randon sample. The following definition of rasdomness
is given to show why randomness was 1ot a poscibls attribuve of this
serple. Johnson orplains randouness as: ".....Rondomness is a fundae
mental idea in conmection with tha selection of values of o veriate
from a population, The principle is implied in the criterion of random
sampling that every member of the population should have an equal and
indopendent: chance of being included in the sampl@;."2

Since geographic distribution, clegsifiocetlon of sitles in

1
Palmer 0. Johnson, Statisticsl Kethcds in Research, New
Yark’ Prentice Hall’ Inc., 1949. Pe 186.

2Ibido. Pe 187.
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which tho gchools werse locatod and the enrollmonts of tho schools were
critoria of repracsntativeness which had to be satis’ied, rendommess
w8 not attaineble. The sample schools had %o be selocted in such a
woy bthat those roquiramente wore saitlsfieds This mwent; for exemple,
that only three schools in eities of the first cluss could he selected
g0 the other schools In the flrst clesn olbier hed no chence of being
selectod. The discussion of how the sample schools wore selected to
saticfy these criteris follows.

Since one of the criterie wes geoprraphic distribution, en
pttempt wes made to satisfy this requirement. The sirte wes then
divided into four approximately equel sections., For convenience in the
remeinder of this chepter, these dlvisions will be known by their di-
recticnal positiens, thet is, Forthwest, Southwest, Northesst, end
fouthéast. The mep of Kersar is shomn in Figure 1. This mep illuse
trates these divisions and shows fhe counties in each quadrant. I% cen
reedily be geon fron on inspection of this map thel the state hac uot
boen oquelly divided as far as the number of countics it cencorzed. A
mech rore equel division was acconplished es fox o8 wree 1 concerned
bteczuse of the lorper countlos in the wostern helf of lhe stote.

The writer *then deternined the munber of scheols in citiss of
each cless in each of the four quadronts., The Gtype of distriet orguni-
zetion, such as common school district or community high aschocl, was
disregarded end only the clessification of the city in which the school
wasd located was teken into comsidsrstion. Only cities having schools
under public control and finenced by public funds were considered. The
following distribution of cities in each quadrant of the state which

wore considered for selection are shown in Teble 4.
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TABLE 4
GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION
of
HIGH SCHOOLS IN KANWSAS (BY NUMBERS)

Horthwest Southwsst Nortyeast Southesst Totals

1st Class 0 0 9 7 16
2nd Cless 8 9 22 39 : 78
3rd Class 84 ~ 97 . 196 163 520

Totals 92 86 227 209 614

Converted into percentages of the total number of achools in
the state the same distribution is shown in Table 5.

TABLE b
GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION
of
HIGH SCHOOLS IN KANSAS (BY PERCENTAGE)

Nortywest Southwest  Northeast Southeast Totglg

18t Class 0 0 2 1 5

2nd Cless 1 2 4 6 13

8rd Class 14 iz 81 27 84
Totals 15 14 37 34 100

It is obvious, of course, to the casual observer that these
percentages are not exactly correct in all instancea. Adjustments wore
necessary to reconcile these percentages with the percentages of each
class of cities in Kansas. Since 84 par cent of the high echools of
Kansas are in citles of the third class, 13 per cent in cities of the
socond class and 3 per cent in cities of the first class, these adjust=
ments were necessary.

For example, the percentages in Table 5 indicate that twice
as many cities of the first class are in the Northeast quadrant as in
the Southeast. The actual counts of such schools in these divisions
aro nine in the Northeast and seven in the Southeast quadrant. Since
only three such schools would be used in a sample of 100, it was
decided to include two of these in the Northeast quadrant and one in

the Southeast. Other such adjustments were necessary but in all cases
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the representativeness of the sample was preserved as neearly intact as
possible. The final selection of schools in the sample of 100 was made
on the basis of the percentsge figures shown in Teble §. The three
first-class city schools, thirteen second-class city schools and eighty-
four third-class city schools were distributed geographically as showm
in Table 6.

An attempt was mads in choosing the sample to select a
representative group insofar as enrollments were concermed. Since the
enrollments of the various schools are constantly chenging, it was
impossible to attain the ideal in the enrollment variation of the
sample.

The eriteria used in comparing the enrollments of the sample
schools with the enrollment of all the schools in the state were:

range, medlen, 90th centile, 75th centile, and 26th centile. The range
of enrollments in the sample extsnded from 14 pupils in the smallest
school to 2368 in the largest. Throee schools in the state, with en-
rollnents of 12, 13, and 13, respectively are smaller then the smallest
school in the sample. Ome high school in the state has an enrollment
larger than the largest one in the sample. From these comparisons it
can be seen that the sample is representative es far as range is
concerned.

The 25th, 75th and 90th centiles of the sample are 33, 107,
and 359 respectively and the medien is 60, For the state eas a whole,
the 26th, 76th end 90th centilas ere 39, 133, and 349 respectively and
the medien is 66. From a comparison of these figures it can be seen
that the sample is falrly representative of all the high schools in

the state as far as size is conoerned.
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The enrollments of the 10) schools in the sample, as of
October 165, 1952, are shown in Table 6. Because of the close comparie
son betwson the enrollments of the sample schools and the enrollments
of the other schools in the states, the enrollments of the schools not
selocted are not shown.

After the sample of 100 schools had been selected, by enroll-
ment and classificetion of the cities within each quadrant of the state
as discussed sbove, initial contacts with the schools weres begun. In
order to got en irmediate reaction of administrators to the idea of
perticlpating in such a study, the writer psrsonally contacted nine of
the administrators in the schools in the sanpla. These schools,
contacted in the first wesk of October were: 3t. Marys, Paxico, Harvoye
ville, Miller, Amerious, Reading, Saffordville, Lebo, and Lyndon. S8ince
the response was definitely in the affirmative in each of these sohools,
it was docided to save time by contacting the remaining aschools by
mail. A copy of the lstter and the tentative form of the questionnaire
sent to sach of the remaining schools in the sample, are shown in
Appendix A, The principals of each of the nine high schools contacted
personally and each of the remeining ninety-one high schoolsa in the
senple were alsoc sent or given one of the data sheets showm in Appendix D,
Exhibit 1, to complete and return to the writer.

The information found on this data sheet was used in study-
ing the relationships of several faotors with the respcnses to the
ltoms in various sections of the questiomaraire. The number of pupila
enrolled in the school, length of tenure of achsool administrators,
mean salarles of teachers and average teacher tenure all were dster-

mined from the data found on this shset,
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TABLE 6
ENROLLMENTS OF THE SCHOOLS IN THE SAMPLE

o
School Enrollment School Enrollment
Alden 43 1leRoy 82
Almena 80 Levent 19
Alton 656 Linmn 101
Americus 51 Lirwood 7
Arkensas City 831 Longford 67
Arnold 20 Lyndon 92
Axtell 85 liahaska 33
Beoler 22 Manter 26
Belpre 30 Harion 189
Bendena 31 MeLouth 81
Born 61 lisriden 76
Brewater 66 ¥Miller 15
Brownell 35 Hontrose e6
Bunker Hill 50 Morgenville 25
Caney 108 Horrill &4
Canton 94 Mulvane 205
GChagute 633 Hetawala &0
Chase 136 Norwich 66
Chensy 108 Ogeida 25
Cimarron 118 Osawatomie 315
Circleville 60 Paxico 32
Clay Centor 360 Plains 80
Clements 21 Poriis 25
Climex 25 Pratt 412
Colony 49 Pretty Prairie 104
Conecordia 361 Randall 35
Copeland 34 Reading $6
Coyville 37 Richmond 66
Donton 27 Riley 61
Elk Falls 26 Rose Hill 65
Ford 63 Saffordville 40
Fort Scott 461 Saint Marys 106
Hardbner 29 Saline 1174
Harlan 19 Satanta 116
Harveyville 53 Scott City 278
Hill City 151 Soranton S0
Hudson. 45 Sedgwick 70
Humboldt 214 Seneca 58
Iola 470 Severance 26
Jermings 51 South Haven 76
Jetmore 123 Stanley 63
Kanopolis 43 Stark 80
Kincaid 87 Tonovay 36
Kingsdowms 30 Topeka 2368
Kismeb 52 Turner 394
La Fontaine. 25 Ulysses 186
Lansing 90 Uniontown a7
Lebo 77 VWiaKeenoy 220
ieon 121 Washington (Bethel) 618
Leoti 147 Wheaton 28
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Sixty~-six replies were received to the ninety-one letters and
data sheots sent out. All of the replies except two indicatsd that the
principals of the schools wanted their schools to participate in the
study. These two principals felt that because of recent bond elections
end building programs, it would not be best to carry out the study at
this time. No replies were received from any of the other twenty-five
schools. The writer then visited twenty-one of the twenty-five schools
from whom no responses had been received. Twenty of these principals
reported that they had merely overlooked the letter but that they
wanted the study to be carried ocut in each of their communities. The
remaining principal did not want to participate in any type of experi-
mental study. A neighboring schocl principal wes contacted end his
school was substituted for the school not wishing to participate. TFour
other schools wore then contacted in place of the other four schools
from whom no replies had been recseived. The only reason for this
transfer was to save time and travel on the part of the writer. Each
of the four schools selected was of the same size as the school for
which it was substituted.

One item, on the data sheet shown in Appendix D, Exhibit 1,
called for the number of seniors in the high school. Upon receipt of
this information, the appropriate number of questionnaires emnd franked,
self-addressed envelopes was then sent to each of the schools. After
the questionnaires end envelopes had been in the hands of the principsals
for four weeks, the progress report shown in Appendix D, Exhibit 2, was
then sent to each school. The two blanks in the progress report were
filled out so the principal could determine how many parents in his

commnity had cooperated in the study up to that tims. The principal
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in each school then encoureged the seniors to urge their perents to
£ill out the questionnaire.

Three weeks later a second progress report was sent to each
of the schools. The report shown in Appendix D, Exhibit 5, was sent
to the schools from which some responses hed been received. The report
shown in Appendix D, Exhibit 4, was sent to the principals of the high
schools from which no responses had bsen received.

On Merch 5, 1953, e finel progress report was sent to each
of the principals. This report, showr in Appendix D, Exhibit 5, in-
formed the principals that the cut-off dats for the study wes Lo be
Merch 22, 1953. Each principal wes also informed by the letter showm
in Appendix D, Exhibit 5, as to the number of responses that had boen
received from his school. Each principal was also informed thet a
summary of the responses from his school would be mailed to him on or

about April 15, 1953; see Appendix D, Exhibit 6.

Summarz

In summary the items on the questionnaire are divided into
five major groups. These groups of items end the item numbers are
shown belows
1. Goneral Attitudes - 1 end 2 and 10 through 25
2. Basic Skills ~ 3 through 9
3. Currlculum Enrichment - 26 through 34
4, Achievemsnt of Educational Aims « 35 through 63
6. Extension of Free Services ~ 64 through 60
Besides these five major groups of items, three other elements
of the questionnaire should be mentioned. Items 61 through 65 are

identification items and item 64 gives the respondent opportunity for

self expression. The other feature of the opiniomnaire that is worthy
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of mention in this summary is the iniroductory letter accompanying the
questionnaire.

An attempt was made in the selection of the sample to obtain,
es nearly es possible, a stratified proportioned sampling of all the
high schools in the state. This sampling was not made on e randon
basiss rather the schools were selected to insure representativeness
es explained below.

First of ell, the state was divided into four quadrants
geogrephically., The seme percentage of the semple was drawn from each
of' these quaedrants ms that quadrant contained of a2ll the high schools
in the state.

Since 84 per cent of the public high schools of Kansas are
in citles of the third class, 84 per cent of the sample schools were in
cities of the third clsss. For the semo reason 13 per cent of the
sample schools are in cities of ths second class and 3 per cent in
cities of the first class.

Another attempt was made to insure the representativeness of
the sample by selecting a sample having enrollment characteristiocs
sinilar to the total number of high schools in the state. The 25th,
60th, 76th, and 90th percentile of enrollment of the sample compare
quite closely to the same characteristics of the larger group. A
similar relationship exists between the two groups insofar as the

ranges and means of enrollmsnts are concerned.



CHAPTER III

EETHODS COF ANALYSIS

Introduction

£a gtated in Chepter I, the achisvement of two separele and
clearly dofined objectives are the purpcses of this study. These pure-
peses, as listed in thet chepter, were as follows:
1. That attitudes end opinions did the parents of the students
in Konsas high schools hold regarding the schools their
children attended during the current school year, 1952-537

2. Thich of certain selected factors, both school and non-
school, are associated with these attitudes and opinions?

The method of attack on the first of these objectives was
rather simple. One had but to study the nature of the responses to
each item on the questionnaire used. A tabulation of the replies to
oach of the alternate reosponses gives a plcture of what this sample of
pareonts thought of the schools in their communities. This tabulation
is reported in Chepter IV.

The achievement of the second objective was more difficult
and complex. Thore are probebly a number of factors, both school and
non-school, that are related to the attitudes and opinions expressed by
parents., The scope of thia study does not permit an exhaustive study
of ell these fsctors. The ten factors listed in Chapter I are all that
woare considered in this study. The relation of these factors with the
responses to the total questiommaire and to each of the five general
clesses of items were studied.

46
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By way of review, the ten factors whoss rslatlionships to
parental attitudes end opinions were studied are listed belows

1. TRumber of pupils enrollod in tho achool.

2. Length of temure of the school administrator.

3. Mean salary of teachers in the school.

4. Average toacher tenure.

5. Msen annual income of responding family.

6. Relationship of respondent to senior in questiom.

7. Respondant's ownership of home.

8. Attendance at school functions within past year.

9. Recpondentt's exercize of frenchise in lest school election.
10. 7Visitation of school by respondent within past year.

By way of further review, the general clessification of items
end the item numbers are shown below:
1. General Attitude - 1, 2 and 10 through 25.
2. Basic 8kills - 3 through 9.
8. Curriculum Enrichment - 26 through 34.
4. Achievemont of REducationsl Aims « 35 through 53,
B. Extension of Free Services - 54 through 60.
Items 61 through €4 are gereral in nature and are used for
identification purposes only.

Bocause of the nature of tho Goneral Attitude items, not all

of them were taken into consideration. The only General Attitudo items

that were included are 1, 2, 15, 18, 21, 23, end 24. Tho remainder of

the Ceneral Attitude items are so worded as to reflect information

other than the attitudes of parents toward the schools attended by
their children. The information revealed by the remainder of the ltems
wlll be used in subrequent studies of a related naturs.

The Ceneral Attitude items included in this partlculasr study,

with the exception of NHumber 23, were all couched in affirmative terms.
KNumber 23 was so worded that en affirmative enswer reflects dissatise-
faction with the school. Affirmative erewers in the remainder of the
items included reflected eatisfaction with conditions as they existed

in the school in question.
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A1l of ths ftema included in thn other four goneral are2s
of the queationncire were so worded that affirmative answers reoflocted
satisfaction 2nd nepetive enswars indicated dissatisfaction. Fo
analysin was madae, in this study, of the "Can't Say” rosponses. A
detailed discussion of the methods of analyres employad in the atudy

followa.

¥ethods of Annlyses

Statistical Test Used

In gelocting the statistical test to be wsed in *this study,
o characteristics wore soughh. First of all, the test used must be
diserininatory te sueh a degree that tho comclusions can ba sunportad,
Secondly, sincs this study is intonded to bs of valus %o teachars,
echooY edministratore, snd ley porsons, the test usod mast be simple
onough to be meaningful to individuals with limited backgrounds in
statistics.

According to Johnson, the test selected for this study is
one that is frequently used ".....to determine the significance of the
differences betwesn two percantages."1 In this study, the percentage
of total possible satisfactory responses can be determined for the
results of each of the five generel olasses of items and for the total
questionnaire. The relaetions of each of the ten factors with the res-
ponses to each of the five olasses of ltems end to the total inventory
can then be determined by studying the significance of the differences

between the percentages of satisfactory responses in each case, of the

1
Paimer 0. Johnson., Stetistical Methods in Research. Now
York:s Prentice~Hall, Inc., 1949, p. 80.
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portion of the respondents whose attitudes place them in one category
with regard to each of the factors as contrasted with thouse respondents
whose atbtitudes place them in en opposite category with regard to the
semo factor. If no significant difference exists betwsen the two per-
contages, it can be held thet that particular factor is not associated
wlth parental attitudes in thei particulaer area.

The 1 and 6 per cent levels of significance will be used es
the criteria for rejection or acceptance (failure to reject) of a par=
tlcular null hypothesis. That i3, if & particular difference between
two percentages is likely to ocour less than & per cent of the time due
to chance alone, the difference is said to be significant at the 6 per
cent level. If such a difference is likely to ocour less than 1 per
cent of the time due to chance alone, the difference is said to be
significent at the 1 per cent level. Any difference in percentage that
is likely to occur more than five times in one hundred trials, dus %o
chance alone, would not be considered significant in this study.

For each of the ten factors studied, two groups of responses
wore comparod. In this manner, problem situations wore set up to study
the relation of each factor with the parental responses to the total
ingtrument or to parts of it. These factors and the contrasting groups
uged for comparison ares

1. Enrollment - responses of parents of children attending the
twonty~-five largest schoola were compared with responses of
parents of children attonding the twenty-five smallest
achools.

2. Tenure of school edministrators - responses of parents of
children attending schools where administrator had been on
Job two years or less were compared with responses of

parents of children attending schools where administrator
has been on job four years or nore.

8. Mean salary of teachers - responses of parents of children
attending schools where average salary is ebove the medien
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of averages for the sample schools were compared with
responses of parents of children attending schools where
the average salary is below the median of the averages
for the schools in the sample,

4. Average teacher teonure - responses of parents of children
attending schools where average teacher tenure is less
than three years were compared with responses of parents
of children attending schools where average teacher tonure
is three years or over,

6. Moen annual income of respondent's family - responses of
parents whose family income is less than £3000 per yeer
were compared with responses of perents whose annual
femily income is more than $5000.,

6. Relationship of respondent to senior in question - re-
sponses of mothera were compared with responses of fathers.

7. Ownership of home - responses of home-owners were compared
with responses of tenants.

8. Attondance at school functions within past year - respon-
ses of parents who have attended some school function
within past year were compared with responses of parents
who have not attended such functions.

9. Voting in last school election - responses of parents who
voted in last school election were compared with responses
of parents who did not vote in that election.

10. School visitation - responses of parents who have visited
classes in the school in the past year were compared with
the responses of parents who have not visited the classes.

For each of these ten factors the percentage of possible
satisfactory responses was determined for each of the five groups of
items end for the entire questionnaire. The differences in the percente
ages for each of the two groups of responses for the factor under con-
sideration were computed for each of the ten factors in sach case. The

significance of the differences in these porcentages were tested in the

following manner as recommended by Jolmaon.l

t1 . 2
ny Dby

X =

9+ ) 1 -8+ %) 1 1
™+ B2 m ¢ ng/ \m T B2

1
Ibid., p. 81.
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Where t; = xumber of satisfactory responses in ous

designated group

number of possible satisfactory responses

in one designated group

number of satisfactory responses in other

designated group

n, = nunker of posgible satisiactory responses
in other designated group.

[+]
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The value of X was then referred to the normal table for
informntion as to levels of significance of difference in such percent-
agos. X values of less than 1.96 indicated that the difference in the
percentages wos not significant et the 5 per cent level. X values from
1,96 to 2.58 iudicated significent differences at the 5 per cent level
and X values above 2,568 indicated e significant level at the 1 per cent
level. As stated earlier, if differsnces ero significant at the 1 per
cent level then differences ere due to chance alone only ono time in

one hqured trials,

Sige of the Schiocol

The first factor thought to be associated with parental re=
sponses wes the size of the local schoocl. The sample schools wore
divided into four groups according to the number of pupils enrolled.
The responses of parents whose children ettended the schools in the
largest fourth of the schools, according to enrollment, were compared
with the responses of the parents whose children attended the schools
felling below the first quertile in enrollmsnt. Vhen no significent
differences existed between the percentages of favorable responses to
the five general sreas as well eas to theo total quostionnaire in the
two extreme groups it was ventured, insofar as this study was concerned,

that enrollment was not significantly associmted with parental attitudes.
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Tenure of School Adninistrabors

The sscond fzctor, whose relationship to the recponses was
studied, was tha length of ‘tenure of the school edministrators. Some
of the schools in the cemple have both a supsrintendent and a high
school principal. Since the building principal iz thought to exert a
greater influence in his own unit of the system than the city or system
superintendent, the tenure of the principal was considered. Torty of
the principals had besn in their particular positions for two years or
less. Eighteon woere serving their third year in the same job, and
forty~-two had been in the same position for perieds from four through
thirty-ons years.

In order to study the association of the length of tenure of
the school administrators with the responses of the parents, the re~
sponses of parents whose children atitended schools where the tenure has
been two years or less were contrasted with the rssponses of the
parents whose children have attended the schools where the ndministrae
tors have been on the job for four years or more,

Once again the "X" test of significance wes employed to
dotermlne the significance of the differences betwsen the two percentw

eges for the total scors as well as for each of the five sets of items.

Salaries of Teachers
The third factor studied was the mean salaries of the teachers
in the schools, To study the essocliation of this factor with the
responses of pesrents, only the salaries of non-adnministrative personnel
wore taken into consideration. The median average salary for the entire
sample was $3333.50 per anmum, Since only ninety-nine of the one

hundred schools in the saemple were represented in the results considered
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in this study, s sligh® discropency exists belbwoen the modlans of the
total group and the sample uader conslderstion. The medlszn used in
this study was £3325.00, tha® amount being the median for *the ninety-
nine commmities from vhish responsss were reosived.

The moan percentage of responses Indicating satlsfactory
attitudes was computed for the schools in the upper half and in the
lower half, insofar oc meesn salaries are concerned, for the totzl sBcore
on the questiomnaire =8 well 28 for each of the five classifications cof
items. The significance of the differences Letween the two parcentages
for the total questiomnaire and for each of the five areas was determined

at the ons and five por cent levels of confidence by use of the "X" test.

Teacher Tenure

The fourth factor, whose relationship with parental responses
was studied, was teacher turnover or teacher tenure. Hsre the tenure
considered was that of non-administrative personnel. The sample was
again divided into two groups. One of these groups of achools included
the schools where the average tenure was less than three yeors and the
other group included thoze schools having an averago teacher tenure of
three years or more.

For each of these two groups of schools the percentage of
responses indicating satisfactory attitudes was computed for the total
score on the questlionnaire as well as for each of the five gensral
classifications of items. The signiflcance of the differences in
vercentages was computed for the total questionnaire and for each of
the five general arsas,

Femily Income

The meen ennual income of the family of the respondent was
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the fifth faotor whose relationship %o paremntel attitude was studied.
The rosponses to this item wore divided inko three classes as followss
below £3000, £3000 to {6000, and above $5000. To study the relatione
ship of income to the attitudes of parents only the extrems classes
were ccnsidered, ‘that is, below §35000 and ebove §$5000.

The percentege of responses indicating satisfactory attitudes
for each of these two groups of respondents were computed for the totel
score on the questiomnaire as well as for each of the five general
clagsifications of items. The significance of the differences in pere
centages was computed for the total questionneire and for each of the

five geoneral areas.

Relationship of Respondent

Recognizing that one parent may often feel differently toward
a school than the other parent in the same family, it was felt that it
would bs worthwhile to lkmow something of the relationship of the
respondent to the senior in question. The questionnaire was so cone
structed that the respondent could indicate his relationship by check-
ing one or more of the blenks marked "Father,"” "Mother," or "Othor."

The sixth factor under study was that of the relationship of
the respondsnt to the senior in questlion. For the purposes of this
study only the questionnaires filled in by elither a father or mother
wore considered. Those filled cut Jointly by either the father and
mother or one of these end another person will be considered in a later
study.

Ag in the case of the other factors studied, the percentage

of satisfactory responses made by each of the groups of parents for the

total inventory and for five general classes of items were computed.
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The significance of the differences of these respective pairs of per-

centagss was determined.

Omership of Home

Whether or not a respondent owns his home and is a taxpayer
may be another factor associated with parental attitudes toward praotices
in the school that necessitate the expenditure of more funds. The re-
spondent's owmership of his home was the seventh factor taken into con-
sideration in this study. The respondenits were asked to indicate in
item 61 whether or not they ovmed their homes. The attitudes of those
parents that own their homes were contrasted with the attitudes of
those parents who did not indicate that they were homeowmers.

The percentages of responses for the contrasting groups
indiceting satisfaction with the job the school was doing for the total
score on the questionnaire as well as for each of the five areas of the

instrument wers computed.

Attendence et School Functions

The soundness of the parental atititude toward the school
would be determined by the lkmowledge the parent has about the school.
Perents who attend school functions and visit the school once in 2 while
are probably in a better position to know more about the school than
those parents who do not. Item 17 on the questionnesire asked tho re-
spondents to indlcate wheather or not they attended any school avent,
such as basketball games, football gemes, plays or concerts within the
past twelve months.

Attendance at school functions within the past year was the

eighth factor to be taken into comsideration in this study. The
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responses of the parenis who attenced such functicng were contrasiocd
with the responses of the parents who had not been pressnt at such
events. The percentage of responses indicating satisfaction with
school conditions in terms of the totel questionneire and es they exist
in each of the five aress covered by the questionneire were computed
for each of the two sets of parents. The signifioance of the differ-
ences in the respective cets of percentages were determined at the one

and five per cent levels of confidence.

Voting in Lest School Election

The ninth factor to be taken inte oonsiderstion in this study,
the respondent's exerclse of franchise in the last school electilon,
was perhaps elso & meassure of the interest in the school that the re-
spondent holds. The responses of the porents who voted in the last
aohoai eloction wore compared with the responses of those prrents who
did not vote. + is recogniged, of course, that there are many valid
remsong why the respondents may not have voted, BEven after taking some
of these rossons into consideration, it waes still felt that this factor
was worthy of consideration.

The percentage of responses for the two groups indicating
satisfaction were computed for the total questionnaire as well as for
each of the five general areass of items in the questionnaire, This

significance of the differences between percentages wes tested.

School Visitation During Past Year
The last factor to be teken into consideretion in this study
was very similar in nature to the eighth one. This factor concerned it-

golf with the visitation of school by the respondent within the past



[9)]
3

yeor. This foctor wes nere selechive In roture thon the e desling
with sbbendnce &t achool funetions within the past twewlive nmoumthe, bee
cause meny parents who would attend basketball gemes would not visit a
cless in slgebre,

Here again the respouses of the psrents were divided into two
groups. The responses of thcse who have visited the school within the
past yesr were compared with the responses of those who had not mede
such a 7isit, As in the case of the other factors studied, the por=-
contage of responses indicating satisfactory attitudes toward each of
the {ive general areas were computed for each of the groups of parents.
The significance of the differences between the respective sets of

percontages were determined in the usual manmer.

Sumnary
By way of review, the purposes of this gtudy are reiterated
in the opening section of this chapter. These purposes as quoted sbove
and in Chapter I are as follows:
l. What nttitudes and opinions did the parents of the students
in Kansas high schools hold regerding the schools their
children attended curing the current school ysar, 1952-53%

2. Which of certain selected faotors, both school end none
school, wore asmszociated with these sttitudes arnd opinions?

Msthods of achleving each of these purposes were discussed.
The list of ten factors whose association with parental attitudes were
studied have been discussed in this chapter, The five general classifie-
cations of items and the item number in each clesasification were elaso
listed.

The second section of this chapter dealt with the methods of

unzlyses employed in this study. The ten factors studied and the

elements in eech of these factors under study were reviewsd.
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The percentage of responses indiceting satisfaction in each
of the five ereas of the questiomneire end for the total instrument
wore computed for each of the comparisons under each of these ten
factora. The significance of the differences of these percenteges were

dotermined by the "X" test es described in this chapter.



CHAPTER IV

RESULTS

Introduction

-

In the presentation of the results of this study two aims
wore kept in mind. Firat of ell, the data presented must be detailed
enough in scope to afford the roader a clear picture of whet has been
found. ©Secondly, since the results of the study may be used by lay
groups, the presentation must be simple and concise enough to be easily
understood by persons with limited backgrounds in statistios.

These date must also be presented in a way that will achieve
the purposes of the study. A review of these data should spprise the
reader as to what attitudes and opinions a sampling of parents of
Kensas high school seniors held toward the schools their children at-
tended during the school year 1952-63. It must also be possible for
the reader to ascertain what essociation, if any, certain selected
factors, both school and non-school, have with these attitudes and
opinions, f%That is, are any of these factors asscciated with these at-
titudes and opinions?

Since one must know what the feeling of these parents are to-
ward thelr schools before studying the association of the faotors in

question, this information will be presented first.

69
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Results

Attitudes and Opinions of Parents

The first objective of this study, as stated in Chapter I, is

as followss

Teble 7.

What attltudes and opinions did certain parents of students
in Kensas high schools hold regarding the schools their

children attended during the echecol year, 1952531

This objective can be achieved by referring the reader to

responded in each of the three weys,

TABLE 7

RESPONSES OF 999 SETS OF PARENTS TO EACH ITEM
IN THE QUESTIONNAIRE

This table shows the percentege of parernts in the sample who

Porcentage
Can't
Item Yes No Say
1. In general, are you satisfied with the high
school yQur child ettonds?eevesccveccenssons 1, 77.1 16.2 3.9
2. In your opinion, are the high school gradu-
ateos of today as well educated as the high
school graduates of twenty-five years ego?.. 2. 68.7 198.1 9.6
Are you satisfied with the job the high
school your child attends is doing in
teaching its students what they need to
lmow in each of the following subjects?
3. Engliah.....'...........'.............‘....‘ 3' 69.7 17.2 4.5
4, I\'Ia’thematics.........................-....... 4. 29.8 TG.5 gaI
5. History.......‘.‘........._“.O..‘..........' 5. 77.1 9‘5 4:.5
6e ScloNCOsescseossassevsesssssccsccosvrscnsccncse O 7609 IO-E 803
7. Pemnmship..'.".....‘......‘.......‘..‘.... 7. 40.6 41.1 8.0
8. Spelling................-........-....-..... 8. 2:21.8 42.0 6.6
9& Reading..................................... 9., 9.0 §303 Ted
10. Do you think teachers' salaries are high
onough?o....................................10. 43.2 3.6 15.5
11. TWould you be in favor of raising teachera!
salaries, even if it meant an increase in
your 8Cho0l taXo8Teecorerscssvccscnassoncceslls 38.3 40.5 14,9




12.

13.
4.

15,

17.

18.

19,

20,

21,

22.

23.
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Have you talked with any of your child's
teachers within the past “welve merths
about his progress in 8cho0l?.ececscssscessselle

Did you vote in the last school election?.,.13.

Do you feel welcome when you vialt the high
80h0°1 your child a’btends?.'oo00009.coooc0001‘1.

Do you fesl teachers in your ohild's school
are as well trained as were the high school
toechers of twenty-five yoars agoleccesececslib.

In Kensas ell children sre requirsd to attend
school until they complete the eighth grade
or until they roach their sixteenth birthdey
if they are physically and mentally sble to
do so. Do you think this is a good require-

men.h?l..l'.0..0.0.“!0.0000‘00.l.‘.50000000'16.

Have you attended any school event, such es
besketball games, football gemes, plays or
concerts, within the past twelve months?....17.

Do you think the tesching methods in the

high achool your child attends are as good

a3 the teaching methods ueed in high schools
of Wenty.five yoars QQO?.-0..000-.0-.00000018.

Would you like to sea more courses offered
in your high school that would train your
child in a job or trade at which he coulc
earn his li‘ving?....n......................19-

VWould you like to have your child given
more help by the high school in choosing
his 1ifo WOrk7eeseecesesnsccsosscscssssssseedle

Is the high school your child attends sitriot
enoug;h in its discipline?.........n........21.

Would you like to have your child given more
help by the high school in solving whatever
personal, social, and educational problems

he nay faca?..................uuu........22.

Do you feel that athletics are being over
emphasiged in the school your child
attondBleseencsncnscoccsncsessccssncsrsrsnseeide

Porcentage

Can't
Yes No Say
61.4 36.3 0.3
69.8 385.0 0.8
772 7.9 10.8
76.0 107 11.7
86.2 1.9 0.6
91.6 7.1 0.2
67.5 14.2 156.7
78,6 12.1 6.6
69.5 16.4 11.3
56,6 27.8 13.2
60.8 21.2 14.0
34,1 56.4 7.2




24,

25.

26.

27.
28.
28.
30.
31.
32.

33.

35.
36.
8T.
38,
39,
40.
41.
42,
43.
44.
46.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
61.

62

Peroantargs
Can't

Yos No Sey
Are you satisfied wlth the grading system
uged in the high school ycur child attends?.24, 74,56 18.9 5.3
Have you viaited any classes in tho school
your child attends within the past twelve
months?...‘.....l.".."......IQ.Q...‘..Q..lzs. 24.9 72.0 0‘6
The best possible education cannot be pro=-
vided for your child or children without
your finanalal and moral support. In addi-
tion to the basic school subjects offered,
look over tho list below and chaok (L) the
opportunities you would want and would be
willing %o pay for in extra taxes, if neces-
sary, for your child.
More information about, and training in
jobs of pupil's choice...(Vocational Educe-
tiOn OC.QQ'O‘..'I......O....O.C.l'.'.."’..tzsﬁ 66.8 19‘3 546
Information sbout home and family 1iving....27. 47.6 6.5 6.9
Participation in interscholastic athletics..28. 24.2 b6.1 9.4
Driver ‘braining...u..........ou..u....n.zg. 63.6 24,1 5.?
T;‘»aining in public Bpealcing.................30. 62.6 23.6 4.6
Participation in 56hool ClubSeescncvensnacaedle 29.0 bl.8 8.6
Training and participation in music and art.32. 65.0 25.9 0.4
Training in rasponsihilitloes and privileges
of c‘l‘bizenship.....g....."n.....-.........33- 67.1 }8.2 4,9
Training in use of forei;%n 19335“&@90 cescosssdd, 51.9 AT .5 10.4
Are you setisfied with ths job the high
school your child attends 1s doing in teach-
ing its students what they need to know in
each of the following areass
Appreciation of the dsmocratic way of life,.36. 60.9 15.6 11.0
Ability to g;at along With Otharﬂ;.-ooo-ooannsso 65.3 _i?.ﬁ 608
Information about jobs of puplil's choice....37. 41.0 30.6 14.9
Apprecistion of the value of money.seeeeeeeed8. 38,9 84,9 13.2
GQOd Bportamshipovoto-otoooocoococc---oooosgu §904 1301 6._5
GOOd citizenshipggc....oooo.oooo..o00000...0400 19..’..4.‘._ 12.0 604
POlitenBBB and m&m@rs..o-oooco.o-o.coooo-0041- 61.7 29.5 -
Discipline..................-........u...-.42. 85.0 24.8 7.6
Wor‘bhy' use of lelsure tim@eeecvsescsesveseneedd. 40.4 82,1 14.1
Respect for parents and other ©lders........44, 52.6  25.9 10.4
Respect for the rights of minority groups...45. 51.7 18.1 3.9
Honesty"O.....00........0'..‘.".‘00.0..'0.46. 66.9 Iz.l 7.5
Importance of health and physical fitness...47. 66.8 10,6 8.9
.ability to think ra‘bionally.................48. 55.8 16.8 15.0
Preparation for family responsibilities..es.49, 42.8 25.7 18.5
Understending of methods of BCienco..ceeeeesb0, H1,2 13.6 19.4
Intelligent purchese and use of g00dS.eeessebls ¢4.2 22.2 18.0




52.
53.

54,
85,
56.
57.
58,
59.
60.
61,

62.

64,

6%

Appreolaticn of fiver things of life.cccceesbi.
Development of saleable 8killB.ecececcsasssebBe

How many of the following items and services
do you feel should bs provided out of tax
funds and at no direct cost to the pupil?

All books and supplies.u...................54.
Froe admission teo 8ll athletic contestS8.eese55.
Free admission to schocl plays, partiss,
etc...."’.‘l'0.....‘...‘......'.......‘0...56.
All ethletic aqUipmentoc-0000000000000.00000570
All m‘zsical instments.'.lt....'.'."......68.
¥inor heelth services..(medical and dsntal
exeminations, otce )e 59,
SChODl 1“11311.0.....0.000-0005000000000.00000600

Do you ownt your own hm"‘ooo.n.oooooo-oo.oooelo

Porcentage

Can't
£1.7 18.5 14.7
S8.5 24,6 22.0
45.6 43.0 4.4
20.0 68.9 3.5
21.2 67.2 3.5
57.5 &1.8 3.9
7.1 49.8 5.7
70.1  20.0 8.1
24.4 61.9 4.8
74.7 21.6 0.7

Who filled cut this questionneire? Plesse check (L) cne or more

as is necessary.

1.8 No Reply Fether end Mother 21.6
22.6 Father Father and Other 0.
45,6 Mother Mother and Other 1.7

42,9  Gther Father, Mother &nd Other 1.5

What is the total annusl incoms of the immediste family? Please
check ().

€.5 Ho Reply

24.2
45.0
24,8

Below §3,000
$3,000 to $5,000
Above $5,000

Do you have any further comments about your school or about this
questiomnaire? If #o, please fesl free to make them here:

No comments b54.4

Comment 45.6

responses from 999 sets of parents.

A8 indicated in the heading of Table 7, this table shows the

The number in each of the blenks

to the right indicates the psroeutage of parenis that suswered the quese

tion in that way.

For example, in Item 1, 77,1 per cent of the 999 sets
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of parents answered Yes, 16.2 per cent answered No, and 3.9 per cent
indicated that they could not answer that item as either yes or no.
The remaining 2.8 per cent of the parents did not answer the first item.

In all of the items, through Item 60 except Item 23, an answer
in the Yes column indioates satisfaction with conditions as they exist
in the schools concerned. A cursory exemination of this table reveals
that the range of responses indicating satisfaction with existing con-
ditions is from 20.0 per cent for Item 55 to 96.2 per cent for Item 16.
The mean percentage of responses indicating satisfaction with existing
conditions is 64.9 per cent. This indicates that slightly more than
half the respondents 1ln this study are satisfied with conditions as
they exist insofar as these responses are valid.

The mean psrcentages indicating satisfaction with the items

in the five general areas and for the total questionnaire are shown in

Table 8.
TABLE 8
MEAN PERCENTAGES OF RESPONSES
INDICATING SATISFACTION
Porcentages of Responses
Arocas Indicating Satisfaction
1, Gomneral Attitudss 68.0
2. Baslo Skills 61.3
3. Curriculum Enrichment 49.8
4. Achievemsnt of Bducationel Aim 63.3
5. Ixtenslon of Free Service 39.4
6. Total Questionnaire 54,9

Association of Selected Factors
With Parental Responses

The second objective of this study, as stated in Chapter I,

18 es follows:s
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Which of certain selected factors, both school and non-school,
wore assoclated with these attitudes and opinions?

Ap described in Chapter III, two comperison groups wore
isolated for each of the factors under consideration. The significances
of the differences of the peroentages of responses in each of the five
groups of items and for the total questionnaire were tested by the "X"
test as also desoribed in Chapter III.

The conclusions drawn from the date presented in Tables 9
through 18 are qualified with the phrase, "appears to be associated
with." It is possible that other factors were in operation other than
the factors under consideration to produce the differences in percent=
agos as reported. What these factors are were not determined by this
study.

In addition, analytical survey studies are subject to certain
qualificetions. A quotation from Sohuner‘bl is applicable to this study
and reflects the opinion of the present writer. Schunert writes as
follows:t ".....In this study, interpretetion of causation frequently
ettributed to factors characterized by more association was stringently
avolded. Distinction was made between the type of deduction that can
be made from survey data and the type eppropriate from experimental data.
It was recognized that in order to determine causally the magnitude of
any factor, oontrolled experiments are needed. Deductions of the magni-
tude of effects cennot be made from survey data. However, clearly
definsble extraneous factors can be identified and their effect controlled

in en enalytic survey. Furthermore, the relationship of certain

17im Schunert, "The Association of Mathematical Achievement
with Certein Factors Resident in the Teacher, in the Teaching, in the
Pupil and in the School," Journal of Experimental Education, XIX (March
1951), p. 237.
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educetionel factors to schievement can be determined as was shown in the
enalysis. The investigator recognized thet in any survey there will
elwayz be other factors, umascertained or perhaps unescertainable, which
have not been taken into account. Nevertheless, analyticel surveya are
of value when widespreed experiments sre difficult or impossible, or

es regarded hers, for over-all evaluations of a state's matheratica
progren. The methodology, thus employed, will also serve to identify

fectors that are promising for investigation by experiment to follow."

TABLE 9

TESTS OF SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCES
IN PERCENTAGES OF RESPONSES INDICATING SATISFACTION
WITH SCHOOLS FRCM PARENTS WHOSE CHILDREN ATTENDED
THE UPPER AND LOWER QUARTERS OF THE SCHOOLS IN
TERMS OF ENROLLMERT

Porcentage “of Responses

Aroas indicating Satisfaction X" Value
Upper 3 Lowor %
1. General Attitudes 68.8 69.4 .29
2. Basic Skills 63.4 63.7 d4
3. Curriculum Enrichment 650.1 46.4 2.18 =
4. Achievement of Educational Alms 54.4 66.1 80
6. Extension of Free Services 38.3 46.1 3.09 *»
6. Total Questionnaire 54.6 55.4 «30
% glgnificant at 6 per cent level Humber of Responses

#z gignificant at 1 per cent level
Upper i - 579
Lmr a4 - 78

From Table 9, it can be seen that the size of the school
appoars to be assocliated with the attitudes end opinions of parents in

only two areas, namely, Curriculum Enrichment and Extension of Free Ser-

vices. A eignificantly greater percentege of the parents from the larger

schools favored the addition of the various curricular opportunities
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listed in Items 26 through 34. A significently greater porcentage of
the parents from the smaller schools favored the provision of the

soervices listed in Items 54 through 60 et no cost to the pupil.

TABLE 10

TESTS OF SIGHIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCES
IN PERCENTAGES OF RESPONSES INDICATING SATISFACTICN
WITH SCHOOLS FROM PARENTS WHOSE CHILDREN ATTENDED
SCHOOLS WHERE ADMINISTRATOR HAS BYEN ON JOB FOUR
YEARS OR MORE AND TWO YEARS OR LESS

Psrcentage of Responses

Areas Indicating Satisfaction X" Value
4 yrs 2 yrs
or mere or less
1. Gonsral Attitudes 68.9 64.7 3.23 =%
2. Basioc Skills 62.% h5.6 4,14 =%
3. Curriculum Enrichment 50.0 48,2 1.50
4. Achievement of Educational Alms 56.9 47.8 10,11 *=
5. Extonsion of Freeo Services $7.7 41.0 2.36 %
6. Total Questionnaire 55.4 50.5 3.03 #wm
* gignificent at 5 per cent level Number of Responses

#x girnificant at 1 per cont level
4 yra or over = 610
2 yrs or less = 254

Prom Table 10, it appears that the length of the tenure of the
adninistrator is a factor associated with the attitudes and opinions of
parents in four of the five arecas tested and in the total inventory.

The differences in percentages were significant at the 1 per cent level

on items dealing with General Attitudes, Basic Skills, Achiovement of

Educational Aims, end on the total questiscnnaire., The difference in

parcentage of responses indicating satisfactlon was significant at the
5 per cant level, but nct at the 1 per cent levsl for the items dealing

with the Extension of Free Services. The parents whose children ate-

tended schools where the administrators had bsen on their jobs for
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longer periods were in general better satisfied. In the case of the

items dealing with Extension of Frees Services, however, the parents of

children who attended schools with shorter administrative tenure were

more willing that additional free services should be offered.

TABLE 11

TESTS OF SIGEIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCES
IN PERCENTAGES OF RESPONSES INDICATING SATISFACTION
WITH SCHOOLS FROM PARENRTS WHOSE CHILDREN ATTENDED
SCHOOLS WHERE AVERAGE TEACHER SALARY IS ABOVE
MEDTAN ARD BELOW MEDIAW FOR SAMPLE

Parcentage of Responses

Arean Indicating Satisfaction "X" Value
Above Balow
Median Median
1. Goeneral Attitudes 68.2 67.6 50
2. DBasic Skills 82.8 5843 3.31 ®»
8. Curriculum Enrichment 50.1 49.2 75
4. Achievement of Educational Aims 54.0 61.8 2.44 x
6. Extension of Free Services 38.3 42.2 3.00 *=%
6., Totel Questionnaire 54.5 63.2 2.20 =
* gignificant at 6 per cont level Humber of Responses

*2 pgignificant at 1 per cent level A
Above median - 704
Bslow median - 295

In Teble 11, it is seen that the average teacher salary ape
pears to be associabted with the attitudes and opinions of parents in the

aroca of Basic Skills, Achicvemsnt of Educatlional Aims, Extension of Froe

Services, and on the total questiomnnaire. The differemces in the pere
centages of responses indicating satisfaction in the area of Achievemsnt

of Educational Aims and in the total questionneire are significant at

the 6 per cent level, but not at the 1 psr cent level. For the items

dealing with Basic Skills end Extension of Free Services these differ-

ences are significant at the 1 per cent level. Except in the cese of
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items dealing with Extonsion of Fres Services, the parents whose chlle

dren attended aschools with higher everesge teacher salaries ware, in

general, more favorably impressed with the jobs thelr schools are doing.

TABLE 12

TESTS OF SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCES
IN PERCENTAGES OF RESPONSES INDICATING SATISFACTIOH
WITH SCHOOLS FROM PARENTS WHCSE CHILDREN ATTENDED
S5CH00LS WHERE AVERAGE THBACHER TENURE IS THREE
YEARS OR OVER AND VHOSE AVERAGE TEACHER TENURE IS
LESS THAN THREE YEARS

Porcentage of Responses

Areas Indicating Satisfecticn "X" Value
3 yrs Under
or over 3 yrs
1. General Attitudes 69.0 65.0 2,22 *
2+ Basic Skills 62.8 67.0 3.05 =»
3. Curriculum Enrichment 50,3 48.5 1.20
4. Achlevement of Educational Aims 64.2 51.4 S.11 u=
B. Extonsion of Free Services 38.68 41.9 1.77
6- Tot&l Questionnair@ 5406 5202 4.80*'**
# pignificant at 6 per cent level Humbers of Responses

** gignificant at 1 per cent level
3 yrs or over = 747
Under 2 yrs = 252

From Table 12, teacher tonure appears to be associated with

parents' attitudes and opinions in the areas of Genoral Attitudes, Basie

Skills, Achievemont of Educational Aims, and on the total questionnaire.

The difference in percentages of the two groups of parents were signifi-
cant at the 6 per cent level but not at the 1 per cent level for the

items related to Gemeral Attitudes. For the other areas, namely, Basio

Skills, Achievement of Educational Aims and on the total instrument,

the differences were significant at the 1 per cent level. In all cases

where significant differences were indicated in the rature of the
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attitudes and opinions of the two sets of parents, it weas found thed

tha pareats whose chlldren attended schools with longer teacher tenure

were, in general, better satisfied with their schools.

TABLE 13

TESTS OF SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCES

I PERCENTAGES OF RESPONSES INDICATING SATISFACTION
WITH SCHOOLS FROM PARENTS WHOSE ANNUAL INCOMES

WERE ABOVE $5000 AND FROM THOSE PARENTS
WHOSE ANNUAL INCOMES WERE BELOY $3000

Percontage of Responses

Aress Indiceting Satisfaction "X" Value
Above Below
£5000 §3000
1, General Attitudes €9.3 70.4 <79
2. Bosic Skills 60.7 63.0 1.63
3. Curriculun Enrichment 52.4 47,2 Sad7 =%
4. Achlevement of Educational Aims 55.6 53.3 09
5. Extension of Free Services 35.9 43.6 4.81 *=*
6. Tetnl Questlonnaire 64.1 $58.9 «82
% gignificant at 6 per cent level Humber of Responses
¥* gignificant et 1 per cent level

Above $5000 - 243
Below £3000 = 242

From Teble 13, it is sesn that family income appears to be

associated with perents' attitudes and opinioms only in the areas of

Curriculum Enrichment and Extension of Pree Servicses.

In both of these

areas the differencea in the percentages of responses indicating satis«

faction were significant at the 1 per cent level.

In the area of Curriculum Enrichment the parents having annuel

inocomes of above $5000 eppeared to be more willing to pay exira taxes

to provide en enriched ocurriculum.

The reverse was trus in the area of

Extension of Free Services where the parents having annual incomes of

lese than £3000 were in favor of providing more free services to estudents.
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TABLE 14

TESTS OF SIGNIFICAYCE OF DIFFERENCES
IN FERCENTAGES OF RESPCNSES INDICATING SATISFACTION
WITH SCEOCLS FR(CM FATHTRS AS CCQUMPARED WITH SUCE
EESFONSES FRGM MCTHERS

Porcentage of LResponses -
Aresas Indicetire Satisfaction X" Value
Father Mcther

1. nerel Attitudes 67.6 69.1 1.07
2. Besic Skills 62.7 61.5 .80
5. Currioulum Enric}lment 5209 47?05 2.85 ek
4. Achievement of Educelional Aims 53.5 52.9 «67
8. Extension of Free Services 42.8 37.8 3.33 *=
6. Total Questionneire 55.2 53.3 3.80 =+

# pignificant at 5 per cent level Tumber of Responses
#* gignificant at 1 per cent level Fathors - 226

Mothers = 456

The relaticmship of ths respondent to tho senior in questicn
a.ppesﬁs to be associated with the ettitudes end opinions of parents

only in the areas of Curriculum Enrichmsnt and Extension of Free

Bervices, &nd is reflected also in the responses to the tetal inventory.
From Table 14, the fethers appear to be more willirg than the mothers
to pay extra taxes to provide additional curriculsr opportunities over
end above ths basic school subjects. This table also shows that
fathers are more willing to provide the Bservices listed in items 54
through 60 at no cost to the pupil. This again would probably result

in an addition to the amount of school tax to be paid.
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TABLE 15

TESTS OF SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCES
IN PERCENTAGES OF RESPONSES INDICATING SATISFACTION
WITH SCHOOLS FROM PARENTS WHO ARE HOME COVHERS AS
COMPARED WITH SUCH RESPONSES FROM PAREKNTS WHO

ARE RENTERS
Percontage of Responses
Areas Indiceting Satisfaction "X" Value
Homs Owmers Tonants
1. Genersl Attitudes 67.1 72.0 3.50 »*
2. Basioc Skills 61.0 65.6 3.00 #x
3+ Curriculum Enrichment 49.5 54,0 8.T5 *x
4, Achievement of Educational Aims 53.7 66.8 2.33 »
6. Extension of Free Services 38.4 43.8 3.60 &%
6. Total Questionnaire 53.7 67.6 7.60 *x
* gipnificent at 6 per cent level Number of Responses

*+ gignificant et 1 per cent level
Home Owmers - 747
Tenants - 216

In Table 15, it appears that home ownership i1s associated with
parental attitudes end opinions regerding the school attended by the
children. Only in the area of Achlevement of Educational Aims was the

difference not significant at the 1 per cent level. Even here the per-
centages of responses indicating satisfaction between the home owners
and tenants differed significantly at the 6 per cent level.

Differences of such a magnitude as to be significant at the

1 per cent lewel ocourred in the areas of General Attitudes, Basic Skills,

Curriculum Enrichment, Extension of Free Services and on the total

questionnaire. In each of the groups and on the total questionnaire the
tenants appeared to be more interested in the welfare of the school than

home ovmers.
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TABLE 16

TESTS OF SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCES
IN PERCENTAGES OF RESPCNSES INDICATING SATISFACTION
WITH SCHOOLS FRCM PARERWTS WHO HAVE ATTENDED SCHOOL
FUNCTICHNS WITHIN PAST YEAR AND FRCM THOSE PARENTS
WHO HAVE NOT ATTEWDED SUCH FUNCTICNS

Percentage of Responses

Areas Indiceting Satisfaction X" Velue
Did Not
Attondnd Attond
10 C'e.narﬁl Atti‘bﬂdaa egtl 6002 4034 R
2., Basioc Skills 61.9 80.0 38
39 Curriculum Enrichmgnt 5008 %1.5 4.25 s
4, Achlavemont of Bdusational Aima 53.6 56.2 2.00 *
5. Extension of Free Services 39.4 41.9 1l.14
6. Total Questionnaire 54.4 52.6 2.00 %
# plgnificant at 6 por cent level Fumber of Responses

*+ pignificant at 1 per cent level
Attenders - 915
Non-Attenders -~ 71

From Table 18, attendance at school functions appears to be
aggocinted with parental attitudes and opinions on items relating to

Goneral Attitudss, Curriculum Enrichment and Achilevemsnt of Educational

Aims as wall as on the total questionnaire. The differencz in the per-
contage of responses indicating satisfaoctlon, amoag those whe had
attended school functions within ths pasi yoar, a3 contrastsad with those
who had not, wore significant at the 1 per cent level in the srems of

Genoeral Attitudes snd Currisulum Enrichment. These differences wore

significant at the 5 per cent level for items relating to Achievement

of BEducational Alms end for the total questionnaire. In the cases of

Genoral Attitudes and Curriculum Enrichment, as woll as for the total

questionnaire, the parents who had attended school funotions within the

past year appeared to be more intsrested in the school. The parents who
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had not attended such functions appoared to be better satisfied with

the job being done in the Achievement of Educational Alms,

TABLE 17

TESTS OF SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCES
IR PERCENTAGES OF RESPONSES INDICATIKG SATISFACTION
WITH SCHOOLS FROM PARENTS WHO VOTED IN LAST SCHOOL
ELECTTION AS COMPARED WITH SUCH RESPONSES FROM THOSE
PARENTS WIO DID NOT VCTIE IN TIAT ELECTICH

Parcentage of Respunses
Areas Indicnting Setisfaction "X" Value

Voters Non-Voiors

1. General Attitudes 68.5 69.7 .80

2. Beglc Skills 62,0 62.9 75

3. Curriculum Enrichment 51.6 49,1 2.27 ®

4. Achievement ¢of Educationel Aims 3.9 65.4 1.67

b. Dxtension of Free Services 38.4 42.7 3.50 ==
6. Total Questiommeire 64.5 £66.5 2.00 =
* gignificant et 6 per cent levsl Humber of Responses

*% gignificant et 1 per cent levesl
Voters - 598
Hon-Voters - 350

Accorling to Table 17, whether or not parents voted in the
lest school eloction eppears to have but little associntion with their
ettitudes toviard the schools their children stiended. The differences
in the percentepgo of respouses indicating sutisfacticn with schools,
for the voters end nou-voters, were significaat ot the b per ceuni level

ir the arsa of Curriculun BEarichment. For the erea of Extension cof

Free Services, the éifference was significant at the 1 per cent level,

The difference for the totel questiomnaire wes significent ut the 5 per
cent level.

In the area of Curriculum Enricknent, the voters expressed

more willingness to spend extra tax money for sdditions to the ocurriculum
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than did the non-voters. In the area of Extsnsion of Free Services,

however, the non-voters appsared more willing to provide the extra serve
icos listed in Items 54 through 60 at no dirsct coat to ths pupll. On
the total questionnaire the non-voters appeared to be batior satisfied

than the votars.

TABLE 18

TESTS OF SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCES
IN PERCENTAGES OF RESPONSES INDICATING SATISFACTION
WITH SCHOOLS FROM PARENTS WHO HAVE VISITED CLASSES
IN PAST Y®AR AS COMPARED WITH SUCH RHSPONSES FROM
PARENIS WHO DID NOT VISIT CLASSES

Forcencage of ilesponsass
Areas Indicating Setisfaction "X" Value
Visitors fon-Visitors

l. Goneral Attitudes 67.7 69.6 1.29

2. Basic Skills 64.1 61.8 1.79

3. Ourriculum Enrichment 53.3 49.6 3.08 #x

4, Achievement of BEducational Aims 56.7 b8.7 3383 %%

6. Extension of Free Services 42.7 32.8 2.79 =

6. Totel Questiommaire 56,7 54.2 5.00 ==
# significant at 6 per cent level Number of Responses

** gignificant at 1 per cent level
Visitors - 249
Hon~Visitors - 720

In Taeble 18, 1t is seen that classroom visitation by the
parents appears to be associeted with parental attitudes toward Ksnasas

high schools in the areas of Curriculum Enrichment, Achievement of

Educational Aims, end Extension of Free Services as woll as on the total

questionnaire. The differences in porcentages of responses indicating
satisfaction with the schools from the perents who visited classes in

the past yeer as comperad with the responees of those who did not make

such visits wsre significant at the 1 por cent level. In all these
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casos the group of parents who had visited the classes were more favor-

able in their attitudes toward the schools.

Summary

In summary, this chapter contains the gross data and its inter=
pretation., The first section of this chapter contains the summarization
of the ettitudes end opinions this seampling of parents held toward the
high schools attended by their children.

Teble 7 contains the items included in the questionnaire and
the percentage of respondsents that selected each of the possible answors
to each item. It can be seen by adding the percentages in the Yes, No,
and Can't Say blanks that the total percentage is less than 100 per cent.
This is because not all parents answered all the questions. For example,
77.1 per cent of the respondents answered Yes on Item 1 while 16.2 per
cent énawered.gg, end §.9 per cent answered Can't Say. Totaling these
we [ind that 2.8 per cent of the respondents did not answer this item.

As stated earlier in thie chapter, a Yes answer on Items 1
through 60 indiocated a satisfactory response except for Item 23. On item

23 a,gg.answar indicated satisfaction.

The range of answors indicating satisfaction extended from
20,0 per cont for Item 656 to 96.2 per cont for Item 16. The mean per-
centage of answors indicating satisfaction for the entire questionnaire
was 54.9 per cent.

The second part of this chapter contains the tables that show
the association of each of the factors with parental attitudes end
opinions regarding each of the five areas and the total inventory. A

summary of these tables is shown in Table 19.



TABLE 19

SUMMARY OF THE "X" VALUES OF DIFFERENCES
IN PERCENTAGES OF RESPONSES INDICATING SATISFACTIGH
IN EACH OF THE AREAS AND ON THE TOTAL QUESTICNNAIRE

Areas
' Ext. of Total
Factors General Basic Curr. Ach. of Freo Question-
Attitudes Skills Enrich. Ed. Aims Services naire
1. Enrollmont 029 .14 2.18=2 50 3.09%% «30
2. Tenure of Administrator 3.23*2 4.14*x 1,50 10.11*x 2.36% 3.06%
3. Averapge Teacher Salary 50 3.31x 75 2.44% 3.00%x% 2.20%
4, Average Teacher Tenure 2.22% 3.05%x 1,20 3.11%* 1.77 4.80**
5. Fanily Incone .79 1.53 S.4Tw# 09 4 ,81%% .82
6. Relationship of Respondent 1.07 «80 2.85%x 867 B.354% 3.80%=2
7. Home Ownership 3.50%%  3,00%> 3,.75%x 2,33% 3.80%* 7.60%%
8. Attendance at School Functions 4.24*% .88 4.23x%  2.00% 1.14 2.002
9. Voting in Last School Election .80 75 2.27* 1.67 3.58%% 2.00%
10. Classroom Visitation 1.29 1.79 3.08%%  3,33%=¢ 2.79%% 5.00%%

%%

significant at 6 per cent level
significant at 1 per cent level

LL
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In this study, interpretation of causation attributed to
factors cheracterized by association wes avoided. In addition, it is
recognized that factors other than those under consideration might
have produced the differences reported in Tebles 8 through 17. The
methodology employed, however, served to identify factors worthy of
further investigation by experiment.



CHAFTER V

COLCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Introduction

The final chapter in this report must deal with two problems.
First of all, what conclusions may be drawn from en analysis of the
data? Secondly, what are the implications of these conclusions? In
other words, what recommendations should be made to school board mem=-
bers, school administrators end faculty members on the basls of these
conclusions?

Since time and space do not permit the discussion of all the
conclusions that might be drawnm from this study, some delimitation must
occur. For the purposes of this study, it is felt that only those con-
clusions thet are germane to the achievemsnt of the objectives of this
study should be discussed here.

The reader will recall that the first objective of this study
was to aescertain what attitudes and opinions the perents of the students
in Kansas high schools held regarding the schools their children at-
tondod during the school year 1952-53. The first conclusion to be
reached would naturally be related to the data providing the emswer to
this question. Since the second objective of the study was to learn
which of certain selected factore, both school end non-school, were age
soclated with those attitudes and opinions, the other conclusions to be

reeched would relate to the answering of this question.
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The recommendations to be mede will be based on the neature of

the cencluasions reached.

Conclusions
Percenteges of Fevorsble Responses

As shown in Table 7, and as explained in Chepter IV, the
attitudes of the 999 sets of parents in this sample were, in general,
satisfactory insofar es the schools in the ssmple were concerned. The
percentages of responses indicating satisfection with existing condie
tions, as measured by the questionnaire used, rangsd from 20.0 per cent
on Item B5 to 96.2 per cent on Item 16. Item 65 is as follows:

How many of the following items end services do

you feel should be provided ocut of tax funds and

at no direct cost to the pupil?

55. Free admission to all athletic
B contes'hsn....u....-u............ Yes__- No Can't Sa.y

Item 16 reads as follows:
16, In Kansas all children are required

to attend echool until they come

plete the eighth grade or until they

reach their sixteenth birthdey if

they mre physically and mentally

able to do so. Do you think this

is a good requiremont?eececesscessss Yos___ o Can't Say

The meen percentege of responses indlcating satisfaction with
existing conditions was 54.9 per cent. As stated in Chapter IV, this
irdicates that slightly more thar half the respondents in this study
wore satisfied, in general, with conditions in the schools in this

3mdyo

Factors Acseciated With Responees
At leest ome conclusion will be formulated regarding the

association of each of the selected factors with parental responses on
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the inventory. These factors, as listed in Chapter I end as repeated
here, are:

1, Number of pupils enrolled in the echool.

2. Length of tenure of the school administrator.

3. leen salary of teechers in the school.

4., Average teacher tenure.

6., Meen annual income of the responding family.

6. Relationship of respondent to senior in question.

7. Respondent's ownership of home.

8. Attendance at schcol functicns within past year.

9. Respondent's exercisce of franchise in lest school election.
10, Visitetion of school by respondent within past year.

Farollment: -«The responses of parents whose children attended
the largest twenty-five schools were compared with the responses of
parents of children who attended the twenty-five smellest schocols. Of
the five areas of the questionnaire, the percentages of the responses

from these two sets of perents differed ot the 6 per cert level of

significance in the area of Curriculum Enrichment and the 1 per cent

level of significence in the area of Extension of Free Services.

Parents from the larger schools favored the addition of the
curricular opportunities listed in Items 26 through 34. These parents
favored the provision of these opportunities even if asuch a move would
mean an addition to their present school taxes. Since theas parents
are from the larger, and in many cases wealthisr districts, these
parents have known the benefits of these additicnel curriculer oppore
tunities and feel thay are willing and able to pay for them.

In the case of the itoms concerning Extension of Free Servioces,

the parents from the smaller schools favored the provision of these
services out of tax furnds at no cost to the pupils. In many cases these
parents represented larger families end those with smeller incomes. It

is quite understandable that they would like to have all the patrons in

tho community share these expenses with them.
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Two conclusions can be drawn regarding the essociation of
the size of the school on perents! ettitudes end opinions. These con-
clusions are

1, The parents whose children attended the twenty-five
largest schools were slightly more in favor of
paying extra taxes, if necessary, to provide additional
curriocular experiences than were the parents whose
children attendsd the twenty-five smallest schools,

2. Parents whose children attended the twenty-five
smallest schools were significantly more in favor of
providing more extra-curricular services to students
out of tax funds then were the parents whose children
attended the twenty-five largest schools.

Toenure of Administrator: --In studying the effect of this

factor, the responses of parents whose children attended schools where
the administrator had been on the job for four years or more were come
pared with the responses of those parents whose children ettended
schoolis where the administrator had been on the job two years or less.
Differences in percentages of responses indicating satise
faction from the two groups of parente were significant at the 1 per

coent level in the areas of General Attitudes, Basio Skills, Achievement

of Educational Aims, and on the total questiommaire. A difference

significant at the 6 per cent level was obtained in the area of Exten~

sion of Froe Services.

The parents whose children attended the schools where the
administrator had been on the job for four years or more indicated e
significantly greater degree of satlsfaction with conditions existing
in the school than the other group of parents in the ereas of General

Attitudes, Basic Skills, Achievement of Educational Aims, and on the

total questiomnaire. Parents whose children attended the achools where

the administrator had been on the job two ysars or less indicated
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slightly more willingness to provide the services listed in the arsa

of Extenslion of Free Services than did the other group of parents.

Conclusiona regarding the association of the tenure of the
adninistrator on parental attitudes are es follows:

1. Perents whose children ettended schools where
edministrators had greater tenure eppeared to be
botter satisfled with the secondary schools in
their commnities.

2. Parents whose children attended schools where
administrative tenure was short were slightly
more in favor of providing additlionel exira-
ourrlcular services to studsnts out of tax funds.

Averagze Teacher Salary: --In this case, the responses of

parents whose children attended schools where the averagze teacher salery
was ebove the median of everapges for the semple were compared with the
responses of parents whose children attended schools vwhere the average
teache} salary was below this median,

Differences in percentages of reaponses indiceting favoreble
attitudes were significant at the 1 per cent level in the aress of

Bagic Skills and Extension of Freo Services. Differences were sipgnifi-

cant at the 5 por cent level in the area of Achlevement of Educational

Ains and on the total questionnaire.
The conclusions to be drawn from a study of this factor are
as followa:
1. Parents whose children attended schools where
teachers draw higher salaries were, in general,
better satisfied with their schools.
2. Parents whose children attended schools where
toachers! salaries were lower favored the pro-

vision of additlional extra-curriculsar services
at no direot cost to the pupil.

Average Teacher Tenure: =-In a study of the relationship of
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teacher tonure with the attitudes of parents toward secondery schools,
the responses of parents whose children attended schools where average
tenure was three years or more were compered with responses of parents
whose ohildren attendsd schools where average teacher tenure was less
than three years.

Differences in the percentages of responses that were favor-
able toward the local schools were significant at the 1 per cent level

in the ereas of Basic Skills, Achlevemsnt of Educational Alms, and on

the total questiomnaire. A difference significant at the 6 per cent

loevel was obtained in the area of General Attitudes. In all these

cases the percentages of responses indicating satisfactory ettitudes
wore graater for the group of parents whose children attended schools
having the longer tsacher tenmure.
The conclusion draswm from & study of teacher tenure is as
followss
1, Paronts whose children attended schools where
teacher tenure was longer indicate they were better

satisfied with their local schools then were parents
in communities wherse teacher tenures were shorter.

Family Incomsss: «=To study the factor of femlly incomes, the

paroents were again divided into two classes. The responses of parents
whose annual family incomss were above $5000 were compared with the
responses of parents whose annual femily incomss were below $3000.
Differences in percentages of responses from the two groups
of parents indicating satisfaction were significant st the 1 per cent

levol in the areas of Curriculum Enrichment and Extension of Froee

Sorvices. The parents having the higher inocomes appeared to be more

willing to pay extra taxes, if necessary, to provide additional

curricular opportunities for their children. The perents having lower
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incomes were more in favor of providing the extra curricular services
listed in Items 54 through 60 et no direct cost to the pupil. Con-
clusions drewn from e study of this factor are es follows:
1., Parents having higher incomes wsre more willing to
pay extra taxes to provide richer curricular ex-
periences for their children tham were the parents
having lower incomes.
2. Parents having lower incomes were more willing to

have extra curricular services provided for their
children out of tax funds,.

Relationship of Respondents to Senlorss --In this case, the

responses of the fathers were compared with those of the mothers. Dif-
fersnces in the percentages of responses indicating satisfaotion with
schools were significant at the 1 par cent level in the arecs of

Currioculun Enrichment, Extension of Free Services, and on the total

questiomnaire. In all three of these areas the fathers indicated higher
dogrees of satisfaction than did the mothers.
The only conclusion drawn regarding this factor is as follows:
1. Fathers, in general, were better satisfied with local

schools than were mothers.

Ormorship of Homes «=To study thls factor, the responses of

parents who owned their homes were compared with the responses of parents
who wore tenants., Ho other faotor seemsd to be as effective as this one
in the formlation of parental attitudes., Differences in the percentage
of responses from the two groups of parents indicating satisfection were

significant at the 1 per cent level in the areas of General Attitudes,

Bagic Skills, Curriculum Enrichmont, Extension of Free Services, and on

the total questionneire. In the areas of Achievement of Educational

Alnms, the diff'erence was significent at the & per cent level. In all
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cases the tenants indicated a higher degree of satisfaction then did
homeowners.
The conclusions drewn regerding this fector are as follows:

l. Tonants were, in general, better satisfied with the
secondary schools in thelr community thsn wers homs
gWners.

2. Tenants were more willing to pay extira texes, if
necessary, to provide richer ourriculer experiences
for their children than were home omers.

3. Tonents were more willing to provide extra-curricular
services to their children out of tax funds,

Attondance at School Functionss: «=In & study of this faotor,

the responses of the parents who had attonded achool functions such as
ethletic events or school plays in the past yesr were compared with the
responses of parents who had not attended such funoctions. Differences
in the percentages of responses of the two groups of parents, indicating
satisfaoction, were significant at the 1 per cent level for the areas of

Genoral Attitudes and Curriculum Fnrichment. Differences were significant

at the § per cent level for the area of Achlevement of Educational Aims

and for the total gquestionnaire.
The conclusions drawn from en enalysls of these data are as
followst

1. Perents who had attendsed school functions in the past
yoar were better satisfied, in general, than pareants
who did not attend such functions.

2. Perents who hed eattended school functions in the pest
year appesred more willing to pay extra taxes, 1if
necessary, to provide richer curricular experiences
for their children than wore parents who had not
attended such functions.

3. These same parents who had attended these school funce
tions wore not as well satisfied with how well the
locel school had achieved its educational objectives as
were the parents who had not attended such functions.
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Voting in Last School Elections -=The responses of the parents

vho votod in the last school election ware compared with the responses
of the parents who did not vote. A difference significent at the
1 per cent level wes obtained in faver of those parents wie did not

vote in the last school election in the area of Extension of Free Serve

ices. Two sets of percentages differed significantly at the 6 per cent

lovel in the erea of Curriculum Enrichment and on the total question-

naire.
The conclusions to be drawn regarding this factor are as
follows e

3. Parents who did not vobe in the last election were
s8lightly botter satisfied with conditions in the local
school than were those parenis who voted.

2, Parents who voted in the pest election were slightly
nore willing to pay extrea taxes, if necessary, to pro=-
vide richer ourricular experiences for their children
then were ths non-voters.

3. Parents who did not vote inm the last school election
wers significently more in fevor of providing extra
ourricular services to studsnts out of tax funds than
were the parents who voted.

Classroon Visitations ~-The responses of parents who ‘have

visited classes in their local high schools were compared with the res-
ponses of the parents who did not visit classes. Differences in per-

centages of responses indicating satisfaotion with existing condlitions
for the two groups of parents were significant at the 1 psr cent level

for the areas of Curriculum Enrichmsnt, Achievement of Educational Aims,

Extension of Free Services, end on the total questiocmneire.

The conclusions drawn from a study of this factor are as

follows:
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Parents who had visited classes in the past year were
s8lightly better setisfied with the locel school than
were those who had not visited classes.

Parents who visited classes were more willing to pay
extra taxes, if recessary, to provide richer curricular
experiences for their children than were perentsz who
did not visit classes.

Farents who visited classes were more willing to pro=-

vide extra-curricular services out of tax funds for
the pupils then were parents who had not visited clesses.

Rscommendations

As stated earlier in this chapter, one of the problems to be

dealt with in this chapter was the formulation of recommendations.

These recommendations, based on the conclusions drawn from & study of

various factors under consideration, ere made for the benefit of school

board members, school administrators, and faculty members.

Ag in the case of the conclusions reached, the recommendations

nade will be based on ths results of the study of euch of the factors

considered. The recommendations based on & study of each of the fectors

follow:

1.

2.

1.

Enrollnent

Administrators of larger schools should critically study
their curricule with a view toward providing emrichening
experiences for their students since these parents ex-
pressed their willingness to pay extra taxes, if neces-
sary, for these opportunities for thelr ochildren.

Adninistrators in smaller schools should consider the
possibility of providing such services and supplies as
textbooks, free admission to athletic contests, plays,
and parties; athletic equipment; musical instruments;
and minor health services out of tax fumds at no direct
coat to the pupils.

Tenure of Administrators

Since parents wore apparently better satisfied if their
children attended schools where administrators had longer
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tenure, boerds of conirol should strive to select gocd

adninietrators end to keep them for longer perlods.
Average Teacher Salary

Gince better toacher szlaries were related tc parentel

satisfection, each school should pay as high teacher
gsalaries as possible.

Aversge Teacher Tenurse

‘Just as in the cese of edministrative tenure, longer

toacher tenure was assccisted with parental satisfaction.
School boards end administrators should strive toward
longer teeacher tenures in the locel schiools.

Family Incone

Administrators in higher income communities should
critically review their curricule snd provide enrichen=-
ing experiences since these parents expressed their
willingness to pey for these edditionsl opportunities
for their children.

Adnlinistrators in lower income comnunities should cone
sider the possibllity of providing wuch scrvices end
supplies as textboois; free admission to athletic cone
tosts, school pleys esnd parties; ethletic equipment
musical ingtruments and minor heelth services out of
tax funds at no direct coats to the pupils.

Relationship of Respondent
Adninistretors should attempt to do & more complste job
of interpreting their educational progrems to the mothers
of the students.

Ownership of Homa

Adnministrators should concentrate more on a public re-
lations program with the home owmers in their commnities.
Since these people pay more direot school taxes than

tonants they have the right to know and understand the
school progranm,

Attondance at School Functious

Since parents who attendsd school functions wery botier
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satisfied with their schools, administrators should
encourage more parents to attend these functions.

Voting in Last School Election

1. Since parents who voted were not as well satisfied as
those who did not, administrators should endeavor to
more clearly interpret their school programs to the
voters.

Clasaroon Visitation

1. Since parents who had visited classes were better
satisfied with the schools, administrators should en-
courage more parents to visit high school clesses.

Surmery
To summarize the conclusions reached and to qualify them in a
subsequent discussion, the following list 1s presentsd:
Conclusions

1. Parents whose ochildren ettended the twenty-five largest
schools in the sample were 6lightly more in favor of
paying extra taxes, if necessary, to provide additionsl
enrichening curricular experiences than were the psrents
whose children attended the twenty-five smallest schools.

2. Parents whose children attended the twenty-five smallest
schools in the sample were significantly more in favor
of providing more extra-curricular services to students,
out of tax funds, than were the parents whose children
ettended the twenty~five largest schools.

3. Parents whose children ettended schools where administra-
tors have greater tenure appeared to be better satisfied
with the secondary schools in their communities.

4., Parents whose children ettended schoole where edministrae-
tive tenure was short were slightly more in favor of pro-
viding additional extra-curricular services to students
out of tax funds.

6. Parents whose children attended schools paying higher
toachsors' salaries were, in general, better satisfied with
their schools.
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12.
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Parents whose children attended schools paying lower
%eachers® salaries favored the provision of additional
extra-curricular services at no direct cost to the

pup ils.

Parents whose children atternded schools where teacher
tonure was longer wers, in general, better satisfied
with their schools.

Paronts drawlng higher incomes were more willing to pay
extra taxes, if necessary, to provide richer ourricular
oxporiences for their children than were parents having
lower incomes,

Parents having lower incomes were more willing to pro-
vide extra=-curricular services to children out of tax
funds.

Fathers wore, in general, better satisfied with local
schools than were mothers.

Tenants were, in general, better satisfied with the local
gsecondary schools than were home owners.

Tenants wers more willing to pay extra tsxes, if neceasary,
to provide richer curriculer experlences for their chil-
dren than wore home owners.

Tenants were more willing to provide extra-curricular
services for their children out of tax funds thon wore
homo owmers.

Perents who attended school functions in the past year
wore better satisfied, in general, with the local high
schools than parents who did not attend such functions.

Parents who attended such school functions also appeered
more willing to pay extre taxes, if necessary, to provide
richer curricular experiences for their ochildren than the
parents who did not ettend these functioms.

Parents who did not attend school functions in the past
year appeered better satisfied with how well the school
is achieving its educational objectives than did those
perents who had attended these same functions.

The parents who did nolt vote in the last school election
appoored to be slightly better satisfied with the local
school than did the voters.

Parents who voted appeared to be slightly more willing to
pay extra taxes, if nscessary, to provide richer curricular
oxperiences for their children than did the non-voters.
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19, Parenits who did not vote indicated significantly more
willingnoss %o provide exztres-surricular services %o
the pupils out of tax funds than did the voters.

20. Parents who had visited classes in the past year indie
cated that they were slightly better satisfied with
the local schcol then were those who had not visited
classges.

21, Paronta who had visited classes indicated more willing-
ness to pay extra taxes, if necessary, to provide
richer curricular experiences for their children than
did those who had not mede such visits,.

22, Parents who visited classes appeared more willing to
provide extra-curricular services out of tax funds for
the pupils then were those parents who had not visited
classes.

Qualifications

Before begimning a summary of the rocommendations to be made,
it is well to discuss the nature of soms of the conclusions reached.
Yozt of these conclusions are those one would expsct. Others, however,
need some clarificatlon at this point.

The second conclusion held that parents whose children at-
tended the smaller schools wore significantly more in favor of providing
more extrawcurricular services to studonts out of tax funds than were
parents whoso children attended the twenty-five largest schools. Con-
clusions four, six, nine, and thirtosn held that parents whose children
attended schools where the tenure of the administrator was two years or
less, parents whose childrsn attended schools where teachers average
salaries wars bslow the median of the average for the sample, parsnts
having incomes of balow $3000 per year and parents who did not own their
homes also felt this way. In ell these cases the parents wore for tho

most part living in commmnities having lesa wealth, It is quite llkely

that these people would feel that the provislon of these services out of
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was not thet these perents were eny more interested in seeing that thesze
services were provided for their children then other psrents were. It
wes, however, their feoling thet providing the services from teax funds
would meke the cost less.,

According to cocnclusions eleven, thirteen, sixteen, seventeen,
end nineteen, tenants, parents who did nct attend school functlons, and
parents who did not vote in the last school election all sppeared to be
botter satisfied with conditions in the local schools than were their
respective compariscn groups. It is quite likely that these groups
viere not too cognizant of whet actually was teking place at the school.
This does not imply that if one knows what is happening in his local
school he will unquestionebly oriticize it. It may be, however, thet
whatever factors contributed to their being non-homs owners, none-
attendors at school functions and non-voters also contributed to a lack
of interest in the school, and thet this, in turn, ceused them to bs less
ceritical than they might otherwise have been.

Conclusion twelve held that tenants are also more willing to
pay extra texes, if necessary, to provide richer curricular experiences
for their children than were parents who owned their own homes. This
does not mean that parents who are tenants are more sollcitous of the
welfere of their childrem than sre parents who own thelr homes. It quite
likely indicates that tensnts do not realize that they too pay school
taxes. Their taxes, instead of being pald directly, are concealed in
the rent they pay. If this premise is tenable, the parents who are
tenents would feel they are getting something lor nothing if the school

program is improved.
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A finel note of caution should be sounded in qualifying the
conclusions that have been drawn. This ceution concerns the representa-
tivonens of the responses that have besn studied. Although several
stops were taken to insure the representativeness of the 100 schools
selscted for the sample, there was no way of being sure that the 999
sots of parents who responded were representative of the approximately
3000 sets of parents whose children attended the 100 schools in the
sample. Considerable information would be needed sbout each of the I000
sets of parents to whom the questionnaires wore sent, as well as about
the 999 sets of parents who responded, before any statement could be
made repgarding the representativeness of the responses.

Four indications of repreasentetiveness wore examined by the
writer. No determining evidenoe was found that the 899 responses ob-
tained were or were not representative of the 3000 possible responses
or of the entire State.

An examination was mads, first of all, to see how many of the
100 commnities were represented by the 999 respondents. As stated
earlier in this thesis, these respondents represented 99 of the 100
commwmities., This doss not guarantee that the responses are representa-
tive of the larger populetion, but such representativeness is possible
insofar as coverage is concerned.

An attempt was made next to compare the income of the respond=-
oents with the income of ell people in the State. Of tho 999 respondonts
in this study, 24.2 per cent reported family income of less than §3000,
vaile 24.3 per cent reported femily income of above $5000. From this
it cen be seen thet approximetely as meny families fall in one of the

categories as the other.



According to the findings of the 1950 census, the sbove would
not be true for the State as a whole. In 1950, 616,490 persons in
Kansae reported income of less than $3000 per year, while only 59,600
persons earnad more than $5000 per year.l Froaa this it cen be seen that
nearly eleven times as many fall in the lower bracket as in the upper.
4% Pirst, this seems to indicate that the 999 respondents ere not repre=-
sontative of the population of the State as a whole. This statement
cannot be substentisted by this evidence, however, since the census
fipgures cover a much different population than covered in this study.

All wage earnmers fourteer yesrs of age and older are inoluded
In ths census figures. Oaly older, and presumsbly higher salarled,
persons are included in the ourrent study.

Home owmershlp was anotheor oriterion used to test the repro-
sentetiveness of the sample. In the current study 74.7 per cent of the
parents were homs owners. According to the 1950 census, 63.9 per cent
of all occupiad dwelling units in the Stats wore owner oocupied.z Hore
again, the difference in the populations in the two ceses is great enocugh
that no definite decision can be reeched regarding the representativeness
of tho sample. The census figures include not only the parents included
in this study, but elso include meny younger families who have not yet
acquired ownership of their homes.

The percentages of voters among the parents in the sample and

among all citigens in the State were checked for similarity. Since

IU. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census: 1950 U. S.

Consus of Population, Bulletin P-C16, Kanses Detailed. U. S. Goverunment
Printing Office, Vashington; 1952, pp. 16-215.

20. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census; 1950 U, 8.
Census of Population, Bulletin H~A1l6, Kanses Gensral Cheracteristics;
U. S, Goverument Printing Office, Washington, D. C., 19562; p. 16w3.
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809,394, or 65,7 per cent of the 1,231,470 citizerns of Kensas, who were
21 years of age or over, voted for a candidate for the office of State
Superintendent of Public Instruction in 1950,1 end only 59.8 per cent
of the psrents in the sample votsd in the last school election, no
aspurance of reprazentativeness 1s provided here. On the other hand,
thig evidence 1s not sufficlent to disprove the representativeness of
the sample of parents used in the study.

As gtoted esrlier, there was no wey of being sure that the
999 sets of parents who responded wore representative of the epproxie
metely 8000 sets of parents whose children attended the 100 schools in
the sample. Comsequently, no such claims of representativeness have
been mads. The conclusions drawr above relate only to the parents in
the sample., Users of these data who generalize to a larzer population

shoul.dt‘ukeep these possible limltations in mind.

Recormendations
These recommendations are made to boards of control, adainis-
trators and teachers and to comblnations of the three. The summary of
rocommendations and the persomnel to whom they are most directly made

followss

Bosrds of Control: --Doards of control should strive for longer

adninistrative snd teacher tenure, higher tescher saleries and laxrzer
snrollments, RIvidence in this siudy indicales that these fectors were
associated with satisfaction on the part of parents. It cem be seen

that the administrators also have respcrsibilities in these arcas.

lPaul R. Shanahsn; Thirty-Eighth Blenniel Report of the
Secretary of State 1951-62; State Printving Offico, Topaka, Kanses, 19523
Pe 34,
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Administrators: --Administrators of smaller schools, and thogse

working in commnities that are predominantly populated with lower in-
come families should consider the possibility of providing such services
and supplies as textbooks, athletic equipment, free admissions to school
plays end parties, musical oquipment and minor health services out of

tax funds at no direct cost to the pupils.

Adninistrators and Teachers: eeAdministrators and teachers

should work together to encourage greater attendance at school functions
and more classroom visitation. Each of theses fectors was assoclated

with satisfaction on the pert of parents. The administrators and teachers
8hould also strive to do a more thorough job of interpreting the program
of the high school to such groups of parents as homs-owners, voters, end
motheras. Ihis etudy gave evidence that the ebove sots of parents were
not asA well satisfied with their schools as were parents who did not

own their homes, did not vobtas, and those who were fathurs.

Adninistrators and teachers la larger scnools and ia communie-
tles predominantly populated with higher income fanilies should critiocally
raview their curriculae with a view toward providing nseded additional
oxporiences for thneir students. Fareats in these types of coumunities
Indicated their willinguess to pay extra taxes, 1f necessary, for the

addition of these curricular opportunities for tueir children.
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STATE BOARD FOR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 0. H. BEATY

.. LOM
"E’TEEEE\}IESRLAGRICULTURM- EDUCATION SUPERVISOR TRADE AND
N €L E. THOMPSON ADEL F. THROCKMORTON, EXECUTIVE OFFICER INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION
155 HAZEL & OMEMAKING EDUCATION H. D. SHOTWELL
SUPERVISOR H::s C. M. MILLER. DIRECTOR SUPERVISOR BUSINESS EDUCATION
AR
Hs%’rlik""gg" GUIDANCE SERVICES w- Nslb::nbf?oRanoc:momL
TOPEKA| KANSAS REHABILITATION SERVICES
October 16, 1952
Dear Sir:

The State Department of Education and the State Board for Vocational Education

are cooperating in a research project that should be of interest to you. The
mrpose of this project is to determine the attitudes of the parents of your seniors
toward your school. The plans are that this study will be made in 100 cities in
Kansas. These cities will be so chosen as to constitute a representative cross
section of the entire state.

Your school has been selected as one of the 100 schools that we would like to
include in the study. This letter is to determine if your school will cooperate
in this study  If you-are willing to participate in this study, we would like for
jou to fill out the attached questionnaire and return it in the enclosed envelope
i soon as possible.

f your school is one of the cooperating schools, you will receive a revised copy
of the enclosed questionnaire and a franked, self-addressed envelope for each of
jour seniors. We would like for you to distribute these questionnaires and en-
velopes to your seniors and to request that they take them home for their parents
o fill out. After filling them out, they can then mail them directly to us in the
tvelope provided for that purpose. No signatures are necessary so the identity
o the person filling out the questionnaire will not be revealed.

The questionnaire forms will be numbered serially so that they can be identified
kcording to schools. In this way we can furnish you with a resume of the

“'titudes regarding your school. We will also send you a summary cof the state-
wide survey

if your school is one having either the 6 - 6 or the 6 - 3 - 3 organization,
‘Would like to calil your attention to items three and eight of the attached
Westionnaire. You will note that in those items we are asking for enrollment
" staff niembers for grades 9 through 12 it may be necessary in some
Casels for you to estimate the number of staff members that would be chargeable
admlnistratively against grade 9 For purposes of statistical analysis it is
?ECESSary that we have grades 9 through 12 considered, rather than grades
through 12




Page 2.

pfter you have filled out the attached questionnaire and returned it to us, we

¢ill send you the proper number of questionnaires and envelopes. We would
sppreciate your distributing these as soon as possible so the study can get

mder way. We will also appreciate any encouragement you can give to the seniors
or to their parents in order that a more representative response will be obtained.
Thank you in advance for your consideration in this matter.

Sipoerely yours,

Qo Z{&W,&./

Ramon L. Charles, Supervisor
Guidance Services
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WHAT DO PARENTS THINK
ABOUT KANSAS HIGH SCHOOLS ?

This is a study being carried on by the Kansas State Department of Public
mstruction and the Kansas State Board for Vocational Education. The purpose
of this study is to determine how you, as a parent, feel about the job your local
high school is doing for your child. You are asked to check each of the following
qestions in the “*Yes®’, *'No', or ‘‘Can’t Say’’ column, according to how well you
jeel the school is doing. For the lasi two questions, check the correct response.

Do not sign your name to the questionnaire. We are not interested in the response
of any given individual, but rather in the total response of the group.

After you have completed the questionnaire, place it in the accompanying self-
addressed, franked envelope and return it to this office. Thank you in advance
for the help you can give us in this study. Can't

Yes  No  say

. In general, are you satisfied with the high school 1.
your child attends?

2. In your opinion, are the high school graduates of
today as well educated as the high school gradu-
ates of twenty-five years ago? 2.

Are you satisfied with the job the high school
your child attends is doing in teaching its
students what they need to know in each of the
following subjects ?

3. English. ........ s e e s e n e e e e e e e e e e 3.
4 Mathematics . . ... .. .. «.oou.. S s e e e e e 4,
SHIStOry & v v e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ' 5.
S 6.
. Penmanship . . ......... e e e e e e e e e e . 7.
8. Spelling . . ......., e e e e e e o e .. 8.
JoReading . . v v v it h e e e e e e e e 9.
0. Do you think teachers' salaries are high enough? 10.
L. Would you be in favor of raising teachers’

salaries, even if it meani an increase in your

school taxes ? 11,
| s e s .
L. Have you visited any classes in the school your

child attends within the past twelve months ? 12,
B3 . . - : 1 4%
+ Have you talked with any of your child’s tea-

chers within the past iwelve months about his

Progress in school? 13,
l4

+ Dig you vote in the last school election? 14.




Do you feel welcome when you visit the high school

your child attends?

Are you satisfied with the job the high school
your child attends is doing in teaching its students

15.

what they need to know in each of the following areas?

Appreciation of the democratic way of life.

Ability to get along with others

Information about jobs of pupil‘'s choice . .

Appreciation of the value of meorney .
Good sportsmanship .

Good citizenship e e e e e e
Politeness and manners .
Discipline .

Worthy use of leisure time . . . . .
Respect for parents and other elders.
Respect for the rights of minority groups
Honesty

Importance of health and physical fitness
Ability to think rationally

Preparation for family responsibilities
Understanding of methods of science
Intelligent purchase and use of goods
Appreciation of finer things of life
Development of saleable skills

The best possible education cannot be provided for
your child or children without your financial and
moral support. In addition to the basic school
subjects offered, look over the list below and check
the opportunities you would want and would be
willing to pay for in extra taxes, if necessary, for

your child.

More information about, and training in jobs of

Pupil's choice .. (Vocational Education)
Information about home and family living.
Participation in interscholastic athletics
Driver Training . . . . . .

Training in public speaking . . . .
partic:ipation in school clubs . . .

Tralning and participation in music and art

Training in responsibilities and privileges of

tizenship . C e e
Trainino .
falning in use of foreign languages

°

°

°

°

°

°

. 16.
.17,
. 18,
19.
20,
21.
22,
23.

. 24.

25.
26.
27.
28.

29.

30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

. .35,

o

. 36,
. 37,
. 38.
. 39.
. 40.
.41,

.42,
. 43,

Can 't

say

-




1.

i1,

18,

4.

0.

il

3,

3,

-3-

Do you feel teachers in your child’s school
are as well trained as were the high school
teachers of twenty-five years ago?

In Kansas all children are required to attend
school until they complete the eighth grade or
until they reach their sixteenth birthday if they
are physically and mentally able to do so.

Do you think this is a good requirement?

Have you attended any school event, such as
basketball games, football games, plays or
concerts, within the past twelve months?

Do you think the teaching methods in the high
school your child attends are as good as the
teaching methods used in high schools of
twenty-five years ago?

Would you like to see more courses offered in
your high-school that would train your child in
a job or trade at which he could earn his living?

Would you like to have your child given more
help by the high school in choosing his life work?

Is the high school your child attends strict
enough in its discipline?

Would you like to have your child given more
help by the high school in solving whatever
personal, social, and educational problems
he may face?

Do you feel that athletics are being over empha-
sized in the school your child attends?

Are you satisfied with the grading system used
in the high school your child attends?

44,

45,

46,

47,

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

Yes

No

Can't
say




Can 't

Yes No say

How many of the following items and services

do you feel should be provided out of tax funds

and at no direct cost to the pupil?
s4,All books and supplies . . . . . . . o o0 0. 54.
55, Free admission to all athlet1c contests . . . . . .. 55,
s6. Free admission to school plays, parties, etc. . . . . 56.
57. All athletic equipment . . . . . . . . . . .. .« . o . . 57,
8, All musical instruments . . . . . . . .. .00 . . . 58.
59. All health services (medical, dental, glasses, etc.). 59.
6. School lunch . . . . . + . « « . e e e e e e e . . 60.
fl. Do you own your own home? . . . . . . . . . c e e 61.

6. Who filled out this questionnaire? Please check

Father
- Mother
" Other -

b3, What is the total annual income of the immediate family? Please check

Below $3,000
$3,000 to $5,000
Above $5,000

R e —
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JesTER 8. POLLOM STATE BOARD FOR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 0. H. BEATY
B JPERVISOR AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION SUPERVISOR TRADE AND
JAZEL E. THOMPSON ADEL F. THROCKMORTON, EXECUTIVE OFFICER INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION
'lssw:n\nson HOMEMAKING EDUCATION C. M. MILLER. DIRECTOR' H. D. SHOTWELL
K L. CHARLES SUPERVISOR BUSINESS EDUCATION
“S?Jp:nwson GUIDANCE SERVICES W. M. PULFORD
TOPEKA, KANSAS SUPERVISOR VOCATIONAL

REHABILITATION SERVICES

December 8, 1952

By parcel post we are sending a packet of the questionnaires to use in the study
of parent attitudes toward secondary education. You will recall that this study
was mentioned in my letter of October 16,

e have intended fo send one questionnaire and one franked self-addressed
evelope for each member of your senior class. If more than one member of
the class is from the same family, send only one copy of the questionnaire to
that home.

Will you please explain to the seniors that this is part of a state-wide study?

Siress also that we need the opinions of every set of parents of seniors to make
the study most effective., We would also appreciate receiving their replies as

toon as possible. As a rule, when too much delay occurs, the matter is forgotten
id the questionnaire is never returned.

Please stress also to the seniors that we want their parents to be absolutely
trank in this study. They should not sign their names to the questionnaire, thus
rmoving any fear they might have regarding their identification.

Asummary of the results of this study for your school, and for the state as a
¥lole, will be made available to you if you desire it. If your seniocr enrollment
bs changed since you filled out the questionnaire aitached to my letter of

O.C'tober 16, and you need more of the questionnaires, please let me know. We
witl immediately send you the additional number desired., If there is a surplus
" questiovnaires in the packet, dispose of them or use them as you see fit,

'T}Tank you very much for your cooperation in this matter. Without your help
Ys study would not be possible.

Sincerely yours,

Ramon L. Charles, Supervisor

RLC:g Guidance Services
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WHAT DO PARENTS THINK ABOUT KANSAS HIGH SCHOOLS?

This is a cooperative study being carried on in Kansas this school year. Your
local High School, the State Department of Public Instruction, and the State Board
for Vocational Education are all cooperating in it. The purpose of this study is

to determine how you, as a parent, feel about the job your local High School is
doing for your child. You are asked to check (V) each of the following questions
in the ‘‘Yes', ‘‘No'’, or ‘‘Can’t say'' column, according to how well you feel your
local school is doing. For questions 62 and 63 you are asked to merely check v)
the correct response or responses. On question 64 please feel free to make what-
ever commments you desire about your school or about this questionnaire.

Do not sign your name to this questionnaire. We are not interested in a response
of a given individual, but rather in the total response of the group and all of the
responses for each particular school in the study. You will notice either a number
or the name of your High School at the top of this sheet. This is for purposes of
identification according to school, and not according to the individual filling out the
questionnaire.

We hope you will feel free to make an honest appraisal of your school. Since your
response can in no way be identified as belonging to you, you may rest assured of
its being kept in strict confidence. After you have completed the questionnaire,
place -it in the accompanying self-addressed, franked envelope and return it to this
office. -Thank you in advance for the help you can give us in this study.

Yes No say

1. In general, are you satisfied with the high school
your child attends? . .. . ... ... FS e I

2. In your opinion, are the high school graduates of
today as well educated as the high school gradu-
ates of twenty-five years ago? ... ... .... .2,

Are you satisfied with the job the high school
your child attends is doing in teaching its
students what they need to know in each of the
following subjects ?

3. English ... ...... e e e e e e e e e e e e 3.
4. Mathematics . . . .. .. Fo O B
5. History [ e e e e e e e e -
6. Science e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 6.
7. Penmanship . .. ... ... ..... F Y
8. Spelling e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 8.
9. Reading e e e 9.
10. Do you think teachers' salaries are high enough? 10.

11. Would you be in favor of raising teachers’
salaries, even if it meant an increase in your
school taxes? , . . . . . . T §




12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23,

24.

-2-

Have you talked with any of your child's teachers
within the past twelve months about his progress

Did you vote in the last school election?

Do you fee! welcome when you visit the high
school your child attends?

Do you feel teachers in your child's school
are as well trained as were the high school
teachers of twenty-five years ago? . .

In Kansas all children are required to attend
school until they complete the eighth grade or
until they reach their sixteenth birthday if they
are physically and mentally able to do so.

Have you attended any school event, such as
basketball games, football games, plays or
concerts, within the past twelve months?

Do you think the teaching methods in the high
school your child attends are as good as the
teaching methods used in high schools of

twenty-five years ago?

Would you like to see more courses offered in
your high school that would train your child in

a job or trade at which he could earn his living?. ..

Would you like to have your child given more

help by the high school in choosing his life work? . .

Is the high school your child attends strict

enough in its discipline? . . . .. . ... ... ....

Would you like to have your child given more
help by the high school in solving whatever
personal, social, and educational problems

he may face? . . . . . . . . .. . ... 0.

Do you feel that athletics are being over empha-
sized in the school your child attends? .

Are you satisfied with the grading system used
in the high school your child attends?

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

21,

22.

23.

24.




=3-
Yes

25. Have you visited any classes in the school your
child attends within the past twelve months? . 25.

The best possible education cannot be provided for

your child or children without your financial and

moral support. In addition to the basic school

subjects offered, look over the list below and check (J)
the opportunities you would want and would be willing
to pay for in extra taxes, if necessary, for your child.

26. More information about, and training in jobs of
pupil’s choice . . . (Vocational Education) e . . . 26,

27. Information about home and family living e e ..o 27,

28. Participation in interscholastic athletics . . . . . 28.

29. Driver training . . . . . . . .+ .+ o« + o+ . . 29.

30. Training in public speaking . . « + « o« .« o+ o . 30.

31. Participation in school clubs . . . . . . . . . 31,

32. Training and participation in music and art . . . . 32.

“#33. Training in responsibilities and privileges of
citizenship . . . . . + ¢ + ¢« ¢« « ¢ + o . o 33

34. Training in use of foreign language . . . . . . . 34.

Aré you satisfied with the job the high school
your child attends is doing in teaching its
students what they need to know in each of the
following areas:

35. Appreciation of the democratic way of life. . . . ., 35.

36. Ability to get along with others . . . . . . . . 36.

37. Information about jobs of pupil's choice . . . . . 37.

38. Appreciation of the value of money . . . . . . . 38.

39. Good sportsmanship . . . .+ . .+ + « + . o . 39.

40. Good citizenship v o« « &+ « o o o « o« o « o« o 40,

41. Politeness and manners . « « + « o o o o o o 41,

42. Discipline « « « « o o o+ o o o+ e e .« . . 42.

43. Worthy use of leisure time « + « + + o« « o« o o 43,

44. Respect for parents and other elders . . . . . . 44,

45. Respect for the rights of minority groups « « « . . 45,

46. Honesty « « o « o « « o o o o o o o o o o 46,

47. Importance of health and physical fitness . . . . . 47.

48. Ability to think rationally . . . . . .+ . . . . 48.

49. Preparation for family responsibilities « « « « . . 49.

50. Understanding of methods of science . . . . . . 50.

51. Intelligent purchase and use of goods . . . . . . 5I.

52. Appreciation of finer things of life . . . . . . . 52.

53. Development of saleable skills « « « . « . . . o 53.




63.

64.

~4-

How many of the following items and services
do you feel should be provided out of tax funds
and at no direct cost to the pupil?

All books and supplies . . . . . . .« o o e 54.
Free admission to all athletic contests. . . . . . . . 55.
Free admission to school plays, parties, etc. . . . . 56.
All athletic equipment . . . . . . . ... e e e .. . 5T
All musical instruments . . . . .. . . .. 00 58.
Minor health services . (medical and dental
examinations, etc.). . . . . 59.
School lunch . . . . . v v v v v v v v v e v e o e 60.
Do you own your own home? . . ... C e e e e e e 61.

Who filled out this questionnaire? Please check W)
one or more as is necessary

Father
Mother
Other

What is the total annual income of the immediate family?

Below $3,000
$3,000 to $5,000
Above $5,000

Please check (¥)

Do you have any further comments about your school or about this
questionnaire? If so, please feel free to make them here:*
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ILLINOIS INVENTORY OF PARENT OPINION

By Harorp C. Hanp

Professor of Education, University of Illinois

GiLBerT C. FINLAY
Assistant Professor of Education, University of Illinois

and ArpwiN J. DoLio

Assistant Professor of Education, University of Delaware

DIRECTIONS

Haw do you feel about the school which your oldest child attends? | DO NOT PUT YOUR NAME ON THIS PAPER.
That is what we are asking you to tell us by filling out | By making it impossible to know who says what, most
this inventory. people are more likely to say what they really think.

Itis easy to do. It does not take very much time. You | Use either a pencil or a pen in marking your answers.
can answer it nearly as fast as you can read it. In most

cases, you merely check the answer that tells how you feel, | Answer every question.

I you have two or more children in the local schools, | £4 out this inventory now if you possibly can.

answer the questions in terms of the ONE who is the
OLDEST. Answer ONLY for this ONE OLDEST
CHILD. A stamped return envelope is enclosed.

Please mail the completed inventory as soon as possible.

PeErsoNaL FacTts

(This information is needed in order to report the main body
of the survey findings intelligently.)

4. Which parent filled out this inventory? (Check one.) | D. In what age group do you belong? (Check one.)

— 1) The father. _ 1) Tam under 30 years of age.
—2) The mother. — 2) Iam in my 30%.
—3) The male guardian or stepfather. —3) I am in my 40%.
—4) The female guardian or stepmother. —4) Tam in my 50’s.

— 5) Tam 60 years of age or older.
B. In what grade in school is your oldest child now en-
rolled? (See the third paragraph under Directions | £. What is your occupation or that of your husband if

above, and check one answer below.)

Ki2345678 9 10 11 12 13 14
or Fresh. or Soph. orJr. orSr. Junior College
in HS inHS inHS inHS

you are a housewife?

C. How far did you yourself go in school?  (Check one.)

12345678 9 10 11 12 1234
or Fresh. or Soph. orJr. or Sr. College
in HS in HS inHS inHS
Put a check here if you have attended vo-
cational, night, or other special school.

Published by World Book Company, Yonkers-on-Hudson, New York, and Chicago, Illinois
Copyright 1948 by World Book Company. Copyright in Great Britain. Al rights reserved. PRINIED IN U.S.A. HFD :IPO-4

This inventory is copyrighted. The reproduction of any part of it by mimeograph, hectograph, or in any other a
way, whether the reproductions are sold or are furnished free for use, is a violation of the copyright law.



1. Tov. Parent o

PART I
1. In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the school | 5. a. Ifx gt?ne;:al, T}owl often do thf}:1 ‘;gafcf.lers? and other g
which your oldest child is attending? (Check one.) cials in his school treat your child fairly: (Check one,
1) Very well satisfied. 1) Always or almost always.
____2) Satisfied. ——2) Usually.
—___3) About half and half. ——3) About half the time.
—_4) Dissatisfied. ____4) Seldom. o
—5) Very much dissatisfied. —5) Never or almost never.
—6) I have no opinion. —6) I have no opinion.
b. If there are ways in which the teachers and other schy
2. How well does the school know your child? (Parents of . . )
secondary-school pupils answer part a only. Parents of officials are unfair to your child, tell them here, ___
elementary-school children answer part b only.)
a. How many of your child’s teachers know your child as
well as they should? (Check one.)
— 1) All or almost all.
_2) Most.
—3) About half.
——4) Few.
——5) None or almost none. _
—6) I have no opinion.
b. Docs your child’s teacher know your child as well as | 8- In general, are your child’s teachers too changeable i
she should?  (Check one.) their discipline (sometimes too strict, sometimes not stric
Y ' ' enough) to suit you? (Check one.)
—_— €s.
2) No. ——1) Yes.
—3) Uncertain. ——2) Uncertain.
—_3) No.

8. a. Ingencral, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way T . chi
your child is treated by the teachers and other officials | 7. Do differences in discipline among the different tea e
in his school? (Check one.) (some too strict, others not strict enough) kfecp your chil

1) Very well satisfied from getting as much as he could from his schoolwork
2) Satisfied. (Check one.)
———3) About half and half. — 1) Yes.
—4) Dissatisfied. —2) Uncertain.
—5) Very much dissatisfied. —3) No.
—6) I have no opinion.
. T . : ] to
oot . - 8. a. In general, is the discipline in your child’s schod
b. If you are dissatisfied with the way your child is treated, strict or not strict enough? (Check one.)
tell what things are done that you don’t like. 1) It is much too strict.
—2) It is too strict.
—3) It is about right.
——4) It is not strict enough.
—_5) Itis nowhere near strict enough.
—6) I have no opinion.
T hild
b. If there are things about the discipline in your ¢
school you don’t like, what are they? ——
4. Do you think your child feels that he is

one of the gang”

in his school? (Check one.)

—1) Yes, I think he feels that he “belongs,” that he
“counts” for something, and that he i ‘“wanted.”
2) I am not sure.
3) No, I think he feels that he is more or less of a
“nobody?”’ or an “outsider,”

/

(2]

(Go right on to the nest P!



| seem really to care about your child?
e "hoondary-SCho"l pupils answer part @ only.
m;il:f;:ntary-school children answer part bonly.)
d
” of your child’s teachers seem really to cue
;Howmﬂll); child as a person who needs sympathetic
0 H .

ﬁ;{anding and attention?  (Check one.)

) Mlor almost all.

1) Mott.

_3) About balf.

_{) Few.

_J) None or almost none.

§ Ihave no opinion.

{hosyour child’s teacher seem really to care about your
i’
_|) Yer

) No.
_9) Uncertain.

hgeneral, how often do the pupils in your child’s
dool treat one another fairly and kindly?  (Check
)

—1) Always or nearly always.
—) Unally.

—3) About half the time.

—4) Seldom,

—J) Almost mever,

4 Thave no opinion.

LI!lht pupils in your child’s school are unfair or un-
tod to one another, tell what they do that you don't

.

————— .

‘M.m",ch help do your child’s teachers usually give
nhis schoolwork?  (Check onc.)
1) All the help he needs,
) Most of the help he needs.
\4) As::ut balf the help he needs.
¢ of the help he needs.

\5 .
) Very little of the help he needs,

V¢ 20 opinjon,
Jou think
3 lchfi()l\flork

N~

= L&
—

your child n
. » What kind of
0 getingo

ecds more help with his

help does he necd that he !

12.

13.

14.

15.

16. a. All things considered,

1 Iny Parent Opnson

On the average, does your child spend too much or too
little time on homework cach school day? — (Check one.)

_1) Much too much.
-2) Too much.
. 3) About the right amount.
- 4) Too litle.
_3) Much oo little.
- 6) 1 have no opinion.

On the average, how much time does your cluld spend

on homework cach school day?  (Check one.)

1) None.
2) Less than ) hour.
—-3) Between ) and 1 hour.
. 4) Between 1 and 1} hours.
-3) Between 1) and 2 hours.
_—6) More than 2 hours.
7) 1 have no opinion.

Should the school try to give children help with the social
problems they face in their everyday life?  (Check onc.)
1) Yes.
-2) No.
.-3) Uncertain.

a. How much help does the school usually give your
child in solving his social problems?  (Check one.)

- ——1) All or almost all of the help needed.
- —2) Considerable amount of the help nceded.
—3) Little of the help needed.

——4) I bave no opinion.

b. If you think that your child should be given more help
in solving his social problems, tell what problems he

needs help with.

‘ how much do you think vour
child is getting out of his schoolwork? :
- -—1) About all that he could get.

— —2) Somewhat less than he could get.
— —3) Considerably less than he could get.

— —4) A great deal less than he could get.
—3) I have no opinion.

(Check one.)

(Go right on to the Bext page.)
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PART I

In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the school
which your oldest child is attending? (Check one.)

—— 1) Very well satisfied.
——2) Satisfied.

—3) About half and half.
—4) Dissatisfied.

—5) Very much dissatisfied.
—6) I have no opinion.

How well does the school know your child? (Parents of
secondary-school pupils answer part a only. Parents of
elementary-school children answer part b only.)

a. How many of your child’s teachers know your child as
well as they should? (Check one.)

—_1) All or almost all.
—2) Most.

—3) About half.

___4) Few.

——5) None or almost none.
—6) I have no opinion.

b. Does your child’s teacher know your child as well as
she should? (Check one.)

— 1) Yes.
—2) No.
—3) Uncertain.

a. In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way
your child is treated by the teachers and other officials
in his school? (Check one.)

— 1) Very well satisfied.
—2) Satisfied.

—_3) About half and half.
——4) Dissatisfied.

—5) Very much dissatisfied.
—6) I have no opinion.

b. If you are dissatisfied with the way your child is treated,

tell what things are done that you don’t like.

Do you think your child feels that he is “one of the gang”
in his school? (Check one.)

—1) Yes, I think he feels that he “belongs,” that he
“counts” for something, and that he is “wanted.”
——2) I am not sure.
——3) No, I think he feels that he is more or less of a
“nobody” or an “outsider.”

[2]

5. a. In general, how often do the teachers and othe o
cials in his school treat your child fairly? (Check one)
— 1) Always or almost always.
—2) Usually.
—3) About half the time.
——4) Seldom.
——5) Never or almost never.
—6) I have no opinion.

b. If there are ways in which the teachers and other schyy

officials are unfair to your child, tell them here. ___

6. In general, are your child’s teachers too changeablei
their discipline (sometimes too strict, sometimes not stit
enough) to suit you? (Check one.)

1) Yes.
—2) Uncertain.
——3) No.

7. Do differences in discipline among the different teaches
(some too strict, others not strict enough) keep your chi
from getting as much as he could from his schoolwot
(Check one.)

1) Yes.
—2) Uncertain.
—3) No.

8. a. In general, is the discipline in your child’s school t¥
strict or not strict enough? (Check one.)

—1) Itis much too strict.

——2) It is too strict.

—3) Itis about right.

—4) Itis not strict enough.

—5) Itis nowhere near strict enough.
__6) I have no opinion.

b. If there are things about the discipline in your chilf
school you don’t like, what are they? _____—

-

1—/

__

;—/
‘/

4—/
(Go right on to the next p




j, Does the school seem really to care about your child?
(Parents of secondary-school pupils answer part a only.
parents of elementary-school children answer part & only.)

¢ How many of your child’s teachers seem really to care
about your child as a person who needs sympathetic
understanding and attention? (Check one.)

1) All or almost all.
__2) Most.

___3) About half.

____4) Few.

___5) None or almost none.
__6) I have no opinion.

b. Does your child’s teacher seem really to care about your
child?

_1) Yes.

_2) No.

___3) Uncertain.

i e In general, how often do the pupils in your child’s
school treat one another fairly and kindly? (Check
one.)

—1) Always or nearly always.
—2) Usually.

—3) About half the time.
—_4) Seldom.

—5) Almost never.

—6) I have no opinion.

b. If the pupils in your child’s school are unfair or un-
kind to one another, tell what they do that you don’t

like.

L o. How much help do your child’s teachers usually give
him in his schoolwork? (Check one.)

——1) All the help he needs.

——2) Most of the help he needs.
——3) About half the help he needs.
——4) Some of the help he needs.
—5) Very little of the help he needs.
—6) I have no opinion.

b If you think your child needs more help with his
schoolwork, what kind of help does he need that he

is not getting?

12.

13.

14.

15.

Ill. Inv. Parent Opinion

On the average, does your child spend too much or too
little time on homework each school day? (Check one.)

— 1) Much too much.
—_2) Too much.

——3) About the right amount.
—_4) Too little.

—_5) Much too little.

—6) I have no opinion.

On the average, how much time does your child spend
on homework each school day? (Check one.)

)
9
3
4

None.

Less than  hour.
Between % and 1 hour.
Between 1 and 1} hours.
—5) Between 1} and 2 hours.
—6) More than 2 hours.
—7) Ihave no opinion.

Should the school try to give children help with the social
problems they face in their everyday life? (Check one.)
— 1) Yes.

—2) No.
—3) Uncertain.

a. How much help does the school usually give your
child in solving his social problems? (Check one.)

—1) All or almost all of the help needed.
—_2) Considerable amount of the help needed.
—3) Little of the help needed.

—4) I have no opinion.

b. If you think that your child should be given more help
in solving his social problems, tell what problems he

needs help with.

16. a. All things considered, how much do you think your

[3]

child is getting out of his schoolwork? (Check one.)

— 1) About all that he could get.
—2) Somewhat less than he could get.
—3) Considerably less than he could get.
——_4) A great deal less than he could get.
—5) I have no opinion.
(Go right on to the next page.)
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b. If you feel that your child isn’t getting as much out | 19. a. Dpes your child.take part in as ‘many student acf;
of his schoolwork as he could get, what do you think ities (clubs, parties, plays, athletics, etc.) at schog ;
the reasons are? (Check all that tell why.) you think he should? (Check one.)

— 1) He doesn’t study hard enough. ——1) He takes part in more than I think he shoylq,

— 2) The work is too hard. —2) He takes part in as many as I think he shoylq,

— 3) He doesn’t understand the assignments. —3) He doesn’t take part in as many as I thip |

—_ 4) Teachers do not give enough individual help. should. .

— 5) Teachers do not give enough attention to slow —4) Ihave no opinion.

learners. a1 . .
.\ . b. If your child is not taking part in as many stude
6) T]:i:emae: mot enough opportunities. for rapid activities as you think he should, what is the reagy
— 7) He has too much schoolwork to do (assignments
toc large, or too many subjects).
— 8) He does too much work outside school.
— 9) He spends too much time on student activities
(parties, clubs, athletics, etc.).

—10) He isn’t interested in schoolwork. . L. . _

20. a. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the teachin

—————11) Other reasons. (Tell what.) methods used in your child’s school? (Check one)

1) Very well satisfied.

—2) Satisfied.

—____3) About half and half.
4) Dissatisfied.

—_5) Very much dissatisfied.

- ——6) I have no opinion.
) b. If the school uses teaching methods that you don
h v like, tell what they are.
17. In general, does your child have to do too much or too

little work in order to “keep up” in his studies? (Check

one.)

— 1) Much too little.

—2) Too little.

_z; ,‘;bom th; right amount. 21. a. Are there things that your child should be learir

- oo mueh. right now which are not being taught in his schoo

——5) Much too much. g g

.. (Check one.)
—6) I have no opinion.
1) No, none.
18. a. How much of what your child is studying in school do —_2) Yes, a few things.
vou think will be useful to him in everyday living? —_3) Yes, many things.
(Check one.) __4) I have no opinion.

_;; I}:':actticfa u}l,l etv ;ry'thi: gdh? is studying. b. If there are things that you think your child shotl:dtl

N ost of what he is studying. learni ; ing taught in his school,

____3) About half of what he is studying. carning which are not being taug

—4) Considerably less than half of what he is studying. what these things are. . ———

5) Very little of what he is studying.

—6) I have no opinion.

b. If you think that some of these things your child is
studying will not be useful in everyday living, what
are these things? '

22. a. How do you feel about the amount of mon€y ¥

child needs in order to take part fully in school If
(Consider textbooks, dues, assemblies, play$ gar
parties, dances, charity drives, newspapers, yee
books, class rings, sweaters, etc.) (Check one)

1) It takes altogether too much money:
—2) It takes far too much money.

——3) It takes about the right amount of money:
—+4) I have no opinion.

(Go right on to the next pa8'



¥ s of requests Of needs for money in the
i:lnzlhich ‘pould be climinated. — . —  ——~

——
-

.

it amoun't of money required to take part in
1shools program and activities make it 100 hard
qudents who don’t have much money to spend
e pat 28 much as they should in what gors
ahoa? (Check one.)

j) Yeu
| No.
§) Uncertain,

wid that children with little money to spend are
siiapped, tell how.  (Check all in which children
blitle money are handicapped.)

| Getiag textbooks and supplies.
} Getting the medical help (eyeglasses, hearing aids,
nedical treatment, etc.) necessary to profit from

i lnv. Pasens Opinlos

25. . Does your child’s school have as much equipment
(library books, moving-picture equipment, gymna-
sium and playground equipment, laboratory cquip-
ment, cic.) as it needs?  (Check one.)

1) It has everything it needs.

.——2) 1t has most of what it necds.

_——_3) 1t has very little of what it needs.
4) 1 have no opinion.

d. If you think the school necds more equipment, tell

what it needs. I

e oy

—wro—
- S o p———
R E ———

' 26. Do you think that your child's school is overcrowded?

(Check one.)

..1) No, it is not overcrowded.
.2) Yes, it is somewhat overcrowded.
~3) Yes, it is seriously overcrowded.
——-4) 1 have no opinion.

‘) T:;PWlWﬂl: . 27. a. Arc the rooms, halls, rest rooms, playgrounds, and
u1g part in athletics. other parts of your child's school kept clean?  (Check
f Go.m'gto parties, dances, and ball games. onc.)
thfnng clubs and taking part in other activitics. 1) Yes. al |
?}g::g cafeteria or other lunch facilities. ’ 2; Y:: m::lyl. ¢ ; -
g on trips or e . — y clean.
Y ps or excursions sponsored by the i 3) No, sometimes dirty.
) Getting the school —..——4) No, always dirty.
! yearbook, n ! Y
) tingy, etc, » newspaper, claw —...5) I bave no opinion.
) Other, (Tell
(Tell what.) d. 1f some parts of the school are not kept as clcan as you
\-‘ .
- S —-— would like, tell what is not kept clean. —
\&‘—*‘—*.,
- . .
- B - .
M satisfied with the | A
) unch ; i
o ey e (x| 288 Ao e sl you ik o e b
)10 your chyigr cn you visit the sc 2
! child’s schogy? (Check oy y ool”> (Check one.)
u, — 1) Yes
o, ___2) Sometimes yeo.c.omﬂimes no.
 Uncertyig, —.—3) No.
—4) I have never visited
Nare poy satisfied, te]} what don't Ii e vised the school
- you don't like. ___ b. If you don't like the way you arc treated when you
\:ﬁ__ﬁ____ visit the school, tell what you don't like. _ -
(51

(Go right on to the next page.)



b. If you feel that your child isn’t getting as much out
of his schoolwork as he could get, what do you think
the reasons are? (Check all that tell why.)

— 1) He doesn’t study hard enough.

__ 2) The work is too hard.

—— 3) He doesn’t understand the assignments.

— 4) Teachers do not give enough individual help.

— 5) Teachers do not give enough attention to slow

learners.

— 6) There are not enough opportunities. for rapid

learners.

——— 7) He has too much schoolwork to do (assignments

toc large, or too many subjects).

—— 8) He does too much work outside school.

——— 9) He spends too much time on student activities
(parties, clubs, athletics, etc.).

He isn’t interested in schoolwork.

Other reasons. (Tell what.)

1L Inv. Pa.rem%

19. a. Does your child take part in as many student
ities (clubs, parties, plays, athletics, etc.) at schy,
you think he should? (Check one.) ’

— 1) He takes part in more than I think he shoy|g

—__2) He takes part in as many as I think he shoy|q

—3) He doesn’t take part in as many as I thiy;
should.

—4) I have no opinion.

b. If your child is not taking part in as many sty
activities as you think he should, what is the rey,

20. a. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the tead:
methods used in your child’s school?  (Check one

1) Very well satisfied.

—2) Satisfied.
_____3) About half and half.
4) Dissatisfied.

17.

18.

In general, does your child have to do too much or too
little work in order to “keep up” in his studies? (Check
one.)

—1) Much too little.
_2) Too little.

—_3) About the right amount.
____4) Too much.

——5) Much too much.

—6) I have no opinion.

a. How much of what your child is studying in school do
you think will be useful to him in everyday living?
(Check one.)

— 1) Practically everything he is studying.

—2) Most of what he is studying.

—3) About half of what he is studying.

—_4) Considerably less than half of what he is studying.
___5) Very little of what he is studying.

—6) I'have no opinion.

b. If you think that some of these things your child is
studying will not be useful in everyday living, what

are these things?

[4]

_____5) Very much dissatisfied.
__6) I have no opinion.

b. If the school uses teaching methods that you d

like, tell what they are.

21. a. Are there things that your child should be leam
right now which are not being taught in his scio
(Check one.)
_____1) No, none.
—2) Yes, a few things.
_ 3) Yes, many things.
—4) I have no opinion.

b. If there are things that you think your child shoui
learning which are not being taught in his schod!

what these things are. ~

How do you feel about the amount of money !
child needs in order to take part fully in schodf
(Consider textbooks, dues, assemblies, plays, g
parties, dances, charity drives, newspapers, ¥
books, class rings, sweaters, etc.) (Check one,)

22. a.

— 1) It takes altogether too much money.
—2) It takes far too much money.
———3) It takes about the right amount of money:
—4) I have no opinion.

(Go right on to the next?



p. Tell any kinds of requests or needs for money in the
school which should be eliminated.

g, a. Does the amount of money required to take part in
the school’s program and activities make it too hard
for students who don’t have much money to spend
to take part as much as they should in what goes
on at school? (Check one.)

1) Yes.
___2) No.
__3) Uncertain.

b. If you feel that children with little money to spend are
handicapped, tell how. (Check all in which children
with little money are handicapped.)

___1) Getting textbooks and supplies.

—2) Getting the medical help (eyeglasses, hearing aids,
medical treatment, etc.) necessary to profit from
schoolwork.

___3) Taking part in athletics.

____4) Going to parties, dances, and ball games.

——5) Joining clybs and taking part in other activities.

——6) Using cafeteria or other lunch facilities.

—7) Going on trips or excursions sponsored by the
school. >

—8) Getting the school yearbook, newspaper, class
rings, etc.

~——9) Other. (Tell what.)

¢ Are you satisfied with the lunch arrangements (costs,
hours, cafeteria facilities, and rules regarding lunch
time) in your child’s school? (Check one.)

—1) Yes.
——2) No.
—3) Uncertain.

b. If you are not satisfied, tell what you don’t like.

—_—

~—

25,

1l Inv. Parent Opinion

a. Does your child’s school have as much equipment
(library books, moving-picture equipment, gymna-
sium and playground equipment, laboratory equip-
ment, etc.) as it needs? (Check one.)

— 1) It has everything it needs.
___2) It has most of what it needs.
—3) It has very little of what it needs.
—4) I have no opinion.

b. If you think the school needs more equipment, tell

what it needs.

26.

27.

Do you think that your child’s school is overcrowded?
(Check one.)

____1) No, it is not overcrowded.
—2) Yes, it is somewhat overcrowded.
_3) Yes, it is seriously overcrowded.
——4) I have no opinion.

a. Are the rooms, halls, rest rooms, playgrounds, and
other parts of your child’s school kept clean? (Check
one.)

— 1) Yes, always clean.
—2) Yes, usually clean.
—3) No, sometimes dirty.
—__4) No, always dirty.
—_5) I have no opinion.

b. If some parts of the school are not kept as clean as you

would like, tell what is not kept clean.

28.

a. Are you treated as well as you think you ought to be
treated when you visit the school? (Check one.)

1) Yes.

__2) Sometimes yes,'sometimes no.
____3) No. -

—4) I have never visited the school.

b. If you don’t like the way you are treated when you

visit the school, tell what you don’t like.

[5]

(Go right on to the next page.)
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29. How many of the teachers welcome your visits to your | 32. Do you feel that your child’s school does a good joh o,
child’s school? (Check one.) poor job of telling you about the work of the schog
Check one.
—_1) All or almost all. (Gheck one)
2) Most. 1) Very good.
—___3) About half. ——2) Good.
—___4) Few. ___3) Fair.
—__5) None or almost none. ——4) Poor.
—6) I have never visited my child’s school. —5) Very poor.
_6) I have no opinion.
30. a. In general, do you know your child’s teachers as well | 33. How do you get information about your child’s scho
as you would like? (Check one.) (Check all that tell how you get information about ¢
1) Yes school.)
2) No. ____ 1) Visiting school.
3) Uncertain. — 2) Going to P.T.A,, parents’ night, etc.
— 3) Talking with children.
b. If you don’t know your child’s teachers as well as you |, __ 4) Talking with other adults.
would like, what suggestions do you have for getting _____ 5) Going to school games, plays, etc.
better acquainted? — 6) Reading the school newspaper, yearbook, etc.
— - 7) Reading the city newspapers.
8) Helping pupils with homework.
——9) Hearing talks ahout the school at club meeting
- on the radio, etc.
_ _10) Other. (Tell what.)
34. What is the one thing you like most about your child
31. a. Do you kno.w as much about your child’s school as school?
you would like? (Check one.)
— 1) Yes.
———g I:J°' . 35. What is the one thing you most dislike about your chid
JE— ncertain.
’ school?
b. If there are things you would like to know about your
child’s school, tell what they are. N
36. If you have any suggestions to offer concerning thilf

you think should be done to improve your child’s schoo

write them here.

[6]

t pof!
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PART I

ng tax money to pay for

ndi
yo favor OF oppose 8pe le and adults? (Check

m chools for young peop

)
) Lrongly favor.
:1) |sminclined to favor.

) lam not sure.
Al inclined to oppose.
_J Ltroagly oppose-
\ favor or OPPOSC spending tax moncy for kindcr’-
g ursery schools for children of pre-school age?
yhone)
_| Iatrongly favor.
4 laminclined to favor.
) lam not sure.
) Iaminclined to oppose.
J) Lstrongly oppose.

inepeople feel that the only way the schools can keep

pleservices they are now giving is to increase taxes. |

Lt tons out to be true, should taxes be increased or
ol ervices be cut?  (Check one.)

) litrongly feel that taxes should be increased.
Jlaminclined to feel that taxes should be increased.
J lam not sure,

4 lminclined to feel that school services should be
at,

< lirngly feel that school services should be cut.

Iliﬂﬂliscase,. you think that school scrvices should
"0 hat things do you think should be cut out?

i .
% of the following things would you like to

dO mok abou t,
%10 done about,j (Check all that you would

. l) Mﬂl‘t emph“i.

Vith otheps,

.2] Mote clunc“ fof all

"reationa]

l thuenﬁoll
I More

on teaching children to get along

children to |
ctivities earn sports and
et to sex education.
ore me:tt;:: :‘:e Problems of family life.
: the proble i
M:: %l government, me of city, wate, and
**udy of the method, of

¢ study of
4 More Y o how to uge money wi
. Yy wisely,
} g 500 t0 reading, Y

Y MW: :mmfon ' arithmetic,
on to Pllblic and mi.l .Ptlkiﬂ'.

Propaganda.

(7]

———_11) More study by the teachers of the abilities, apti-
tudes, and interests of all children as a basis .lor
helping them choose and prepare for their life-
work.

12) More art education.
- -.13) More music education.
14) More religious education.
—1%) Other. (Tell what.) -

5. Some peaple feel that not being able to buy such things
an eyeglassex, hearing aids, and even clothing and nourish-
ing food is as great a handicap as not being able o buy
textbooks in getting an education, and that these should
be provided at public expense when the child’s parents
cannot afford them.  Other people feel that only the
parcats or some private agency should be expected to pro-
vide whatever is needed in this regard.  How do you feel
about the extent o which the public should provide tax
moncy so that every child, regardless of his physical handi-
caps, race, creed, or the financial condition of his parents,
has the opportunity to get an cducation suited to his
abilitics and cffort”>  (Check all the things that you think
should be provided by public tax moncy, when the child's
parcnts cannot afford them.)

All necessary textbooks and supplies.

Medical treatment if necessary.

Eyeglasses if necesary.

Hearing aids if necemary.

Clothing if necessary.

Hot lunches.

Tickets to athletic games, dances, parties, etc.

Clam dues, club dues, and initiation fees.

Other. (Tell what.)

) ]

-2
— 3
—4)
-——38)
———6)
—7)
——8)

-9

—

6. Somc people feel that the quality of education cverywhere
in the United States is of concern to cach of ..

point out that some arcas have more children and less
moncy than other arcas.  They point out that aboug one
(Go right on to the Dext page.)
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29. How many of the teachers welcome your visits to your | 32. Do you feel that your child’s school does a good .
child’s school? (Check one.) poor job of telling you about the work of the 505
__1) All or almost all. (Check one.)

—2) Most. — 1) Very good.
—3) About half. —2) Good.
—4) Few. _3) Fair.
—5) None or almost none. — 4) Poor.
—_6) I have never visited my child’s school. __5) Very poor.
—6) I have no opinion.
30. a. In general, do you know your child’s teachers as well | 33. How do you get information about your child’s
as you would like? (Check one.) (Check all that tell how you get information aboy
1) Yes school.)
—2) No. __ 1) Visiting school.
—3) Uncertain. — 2) Going to P.T.A,, parents’ night, etc.
_ 3) Talking with children.
b. If you don’t know your child’s teachers as well as you |, 4) Talking with other adults.
would like, what suggestions do you have for getting 5) Going to school games, plays, etc.
better acquainted? — 6) Rcading the s<.:hool newspaper, yearbook, e
_ 7) Reading the city newspapers.
—_ 8) Helping pupils with homework.
—— 9) Hearing talks ahout the school at club meet:
on the radio, etc.
—~—10) Other. (Tell what.)
34. What is the one thing you like most about your

31. a. Do you know as much about your child’s school as school?

you would like? (Check one.)
— 1) Yes.
——2) No. 35. What is the one thing you most dislike about your ci
—3) Uncertain.

: school?

b. If there are things you would like to know about your

child’s school, tell what they are. L

36. If you have any suggestions to offer concerning th

you think should be done to improve your child’s st

write them here.

[6]
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PART II
1 Do you favor or oppose spending tax money to pay for ——11) More study by the teachers of the abilities, apti-
evening schools for young people and adults? (Check tudes, and interests of all children as a basis for
one.) helping them choose and prepare for their life-
' work.

____1) Istrongly favor.

___9) Iam inclined to favor.
____3) I am not sure.

____4) Iam inclined to oppose.
____5) Istrongly oppose.

—12) More art education.
—_13) More music education.

—_14) More religious education.
—15) Other. (Tell what.)

3. Do you favor or oppose spending tax money for kinder-
gartens and nursery schools for children of pre-school age?
(Check one.)

1) Istrongly favor.

__2) I am inclined to favor.
___3) I am not sure.

___4) Iam inclined to oppose.
____5) Istrongly oppose.

}. . Some people feel that the only way the schools can keep
up the services they are now giving is to increase taxes.
If this turns out to be true, should taxes be increased or
school services be cut? (Check one.)

5. Some people feel that not being able to buy such things
as eyeglasses, hearing aids, and even clothing and nourish-
ing food is as great a handicap as not being able to buy
textbooks in getting an education, and that these should
be provided at public expense when the child’s parents
cannot afford them. Other people feel that only the
parents or some private agency should be expected to pro-

—4) I am inclined to feel that school services should be vide whatever is needed in this regard. How do you feel

cut. - . about the extent to which the public should provide tax

—>5) Istrongly féel that school services should be cut. money so that every child, regardless of his physical handi-

b. If, in this case, you think that school services should caps, race, creed, or the financial condition of his parents,

be cut, what things do you think should be cut out? has the opportunity to get an education suited to his
abilities and effort? (Check all the things that you think

should be provided by public tax money, when the child’s
parents cannot afford them.)

—1) Istrongly feel that taxes should be increased.
—2) Iaminclined to feel that taxes should be increased.
——3) I am not sure.

1) All necessary textbooks and supplies.
- —2) Medical treatment if necessary.

—3) Eyeglasses if necessary.

—_4) Hearing aids if necessary.

———2>5) Clothing if necessary.

_____6) Hot lunches.

—7) Tickets to athletic games, dances, parties, etc,
__8) Class dues, club dues, and initiation fees.

Which, if any, of the following things would you like to ____9) Other. (Tell what.)
see the school do more about? (Check all that you would
like to see more done about.)

—— 1) More emphasis on teaching children to get along
with others.

—— 2) More chances for all children to learn sports and
recreational activities.

—— 3) More attention to sex education.

—— 4) More attention to the problems of family life.

—— 5) More attention to the problems of city, state, and
national government.

—— 6) More study of the methods of propaganda.

~— 7) More study of how to use money wisely. 6. Some people feel that the quality of education everywhere
—— 8) More attention to reading. in the United States is of concern to each of us. They
—— 9) More attention to arithmetic. . point out that some areas have more children and less
——10) More attention to public and social speaking. money than other areas. They point out that about one

[71] (Go right on to the next page.)



fourth of the adults in this country live in states other than
the one in which they were born — that our fellow workers
and neighbors tomorrow may be getting a poor education
in another state or community. Thus, they say, if today
all of us are to prosper the national government must
guarantee minimum standards of education everywhere
by paying a portion of the cost. Other people feel that all
financial support for the school should come only from
local and state sources. How do you feel about national
support of education? ‘(Check one.)

— 1) I believe that the national government should pay
enough of the cost of education to guarantee
every boy and girl a good education.

——2) I believe that the national government should not
pay any part of the cost of education.

—3) I have no opinion.

Do you favor or oppose spending tax money for a state-
wide system of local junior colleges (two years beyond
high school) to make college and special vocational train-

® L Tnv. Panyg,

ing available to students who can’t afford, or don’t
or don’t want a regular four-year college course? (e
one.)

— 1) Istrongly favor.
—2) Iam inclined to favor.
——3) I am not sure.

——4) Iam inclined to oppose.
——5) Istrongly oppose.

Do you feel that teachers are paid too much or to};
for the work they are expected to do? (Check one)

— 1) Ifeel very strongly that teachers are paid toop,

—2) I am inclined to feel that teachers are pij,
much.

—3) Teachers are paid about the right amount,

___4) I am inclined to feel that teachers are Dot g
enough.

——5) I feel very strongly that teachers are nop
enough.

—6) I have no opinion.
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HOW WOULD
YOU ANSWER
THIS?

What would you do if you were in charge of the public schools of this community?

DO YOU FEEL THAT THE SCHOOLS ARE PRETTY MUCH ALL RIGHT AS THEY ARE, OR DO YOU
THINK OF PLACES WHERE THERE IS ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT?

The only way we know of for us to find out what you think of your schools is to ask you, and that is exactly
what we've decided to do. Here are some questions which we hope you'll find interesting enough to answer.
Of even greater importance, your frank opinions, regardless of whether you have children in school, will help
us to provide the kind of education the majority of you feel that the children of this community should have.
Please answer as many of the questions as you can, but even if you don’t answer all of them, your cooperation

will be greatly ;ppreciated.
Superintendent of Schocls

In your opinion, are today’s youngsters who have finished grammar school as well educated as those you

knew when you were a child?

Yes No Can* Say.

How about those who graduate from high school nowadays — do you believe they are as well educated as

high school youngsters were when you were of that age?
Yes, No Can’t Say_____

How good a job do you feel the schools do nowadays in developing:

Good  Fair Poor
POLITENESS
HONESTY
A PLEASING PERSONALITY
GOOD CITIZENSHIP
DISCIPLINE (in the school)

(This form was developed by the committee on educational Interpretation of the Department of Public Instruction
and approved by the Michigan Commission on Educational Policies.)

Copyright 1951 by Lee M. Thurston, Superintendent of Public Instruction, Lansing, Mich.



All of us want our children to have a good education in the three R’s, health, and perhaps some science,
Beyond this, what would you insist on and be willing to pay for even if it should add to your school tax
bill? Check what you think should be provided.

—  An understanding of the history and geography of our country and perhaps the world

—— Appreciation of and possible participation in music and art

___ Instruction in a vocation (job skill) of the pupil’s choice

—_ Home and family living (budgets, buying, family relationships, child care, food and clothing)
___ TLearning to drive a car

______ Opportunity for activity in school clubs

____ Public speaking

____ Ability to speak a foreign language

—_ Competitive athletics

What about training for assuming the privileges and responsibilities of good citizenship? Do you believe
that schools are doing a satisfactory job in teaching about such matters as:

Yes No Can’t Say
Importance of voting

Understanding just where the money comes from
to run the government

Respect for the rights of minorities

How your home is assessed for taxation

How business and industry are established and
financed

The plape of profits in business

The purpose and workings of organized labor

Here is a picture of a high school boy making change as an
employee of a gas station. Write below the first thing that
comes to your mind as you look at this picture.




Occasionally you hear folks say that the teaching of such subjects as public speaking, good manners, and
perhaps the ability to get along with others are “fads and frills.” In general, would you go along with this

Yes, No, Can't Say____

Some people have the feeling that too many new ideas, experiment, and changes are made in the schools
of today. Do you agree?
Yes No, Can't Say.

Make a guess as to what per cent of boys and girls who finished the eighth grade actually entered high
school in:
1900 % 1950 %

Michigan’s compulsory school laws keep all children in school until they are sixteen. It is a fact that
children of the same age (regardless of what that age may be) often differ greatly in height, weight, and
ability to learn. In view of such facts, do you feel that boys and girls of the same age should be able to
read, write, and spell equally well?

Yes No Can’t Say.

All of us have friends some of whom we think of as being well educated and some who are not so well
educated. Just how do you decide whether a person is well educated or not? (Check one or more.)

The thipgs he talks about

His grammar, pronunciation, etc.
By the friends he keeps
Accuracy in figuring a problem

Ability to meet people—poise, manners, ease of
conversation

Appreciation of literature and good music
His “at homeness” with new friends

The amount of money he makes

The way he talks

Personality

By the way he acts

Ability to say what he means

PR T

List others:

]

How do you feel about today’s teachers? Do you consider them well-trained and up-to-date?
Yes No Can’t Say

Do you believe that salaries offered teachers today are sufficient to attract well-prepared conscientious men
and women to teaching jobs? '

Yes No Can’t Say

How much would you say a new teacher of the fifth grade in your schools is paid per week (during the
school year)?




In the past ten or twelve months, have you:

Yes No
Visited a public school?
Talked with a teacher?
Attended a PTA or other parent meeting?

Do the teachers really make you feel at home when you visit classes?
Yes No Sometimes

If you were certain that each classroom had two or three comfortable seats for adults, would you be apt to
visit school more often? )
Yes. No Can’t Say___

Taking everything into consideration, what kind of a job would you say your public schools are doing in
educating young people for these times?
Good Fair, Poor,

In general, would you say that the newspapers are giving you the kind of information you want about your
schools?

Yes, No. Can’t Say,

In case your answer is “yes,” would you give us a hint as to one or two news articles that you liked?

If your answer was “no,” what kind of information about your schools would you like to see in your news-
papers?

It would be of great help if you would be good enough to give us a little personal information about your-
self: Yes No

Do you own property?

Do you have children in school?

What kind of work do you do? (Housewife, skilled trades, professional, laborer, ete.)

THANKS A LOT FOR YOUR COOPERATION. Please return this questionnaire even though you may not
have answered all of the questions.

Your signature is not necessary but if you feel it would help in understanding your point of view, we
would welcome identification.

You may hand this to a school pupil for return or it may be mailed in a letter addressed to the personal
attention of the Superintendent.

Please feel free to write on a separate sheet any ad-

ditional comment you may have on your schools.
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Augusta Public Schools
Office of the Board of Education

WHAT THE SCHOOLS SHOULD TEACH

I. To what attitudes and conduct in children should the schools
give more attention?

II. What school subjects or areas of learning should receive
more emphasis?

Y

Il What additional services to children and to the community
would you like to see your schools give?

IV, In what respects are Augusta schools doing their best
service?
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WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS?

Dear Parents:
PLEASE READ THIS PARAGRAPH,

Your child has brought to you this check sheet. It is part of
the survey being conducted for your school system by the Bureau of
Educational Research and Service of the Unmiversity of Kansas. You
are asked to fill out this check sheet by placing am (X) after ONE
of the three possible answers to each question. When you have
finished, place the sheet in the same envelope, seal it, and return
it to school with your child as the messenger. Do not sign your
name on this paper.

From what you know or hear about your public schools, would you say
that:

1. classroom conduct and discipline are
satisfactory? Yes No Don't Know

2. enough time is spent in teaching the
fundamental subjects, such as reading,
writing, arithmetic, and spelling? Yes: No Don't Know

3. the present method of teaching the
fundamental subjects is the same as
when you went to school? Yes No Don't Know

4. the present method of teaching the
fundamental subjects is better than
when you went to school? Yes No Don't Know

On the whole, would you say that:

5. classes today in your schools are too

large? Yes No Don't Know
6. classes today in your schools are too
small? Yes No Don't Know
7. classes today in your schools are about
right in size? Yes No Don't Know
8. the average pupil gets as much indivi-
dual instruction as he needs? Yes No Don't Know
REEESERRERRAESSASS

Bureau of Research and Service
School of Education
University of Kansas
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Do you have confidence in:

9. the present school board? Yes No Don't
10. the superintendent of schools? Yes No Don’t
11. the school principal? Yes No Don't

Would you say that your public school teachers are paid:

12. too much? Yes No Don't
13. about right? Yes No Don't
14, too little? Yes No Don't

Know
Kuow_
Know
Know__
Know

Know___

Do you feel that 2 week of group study by the teachers before the

opening of school:

15, should be required? Yes No Don't
16. would benefit your child? Yes No Don't
17, should include some parents? Yes No Don't

Did you vote:

18, in the last school election? Yes No Don't

Do you believe that:

19. schocl taxes are too high? Yes No Don't

20. the present school buildings are
adequate ? Yes No Don't

Do you feel that the schools and playgrounds are:

21, kept clean? Yes No Don't

22, safe? Yes No Don"'t

Does the school your child attends have fire drills:

23, once a month? Yes No Don't

24, supervised by the local fire department? Yes No Don't

Know__

Know

Know

Know

Know
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Do you attend the PTA meetings:

25, regularly? Yes No Doa't Know

26. occasionally? Yes No Don't Know

Do you feel that the PTA meetings:

27. are worthwhile? Yes No Don't Know
28. should be held once a month? Yes No Don't Know
29. are held too often? Yes- No Dan't Know

Do you think that the present offering of high school subjects helps
students to:

30. adjust to everyday life situations? Yes No Don't Know

31. succeed in college? Yes No Don't Know

et emapn—— ———

Should these kinds of subjects be taught in your public schools?

32, types of government? Yes No- Don't Know
33. religicus values? Yes No Don't Know
34, sex education? Yes No on't Know

Spe— asm——

Do you approve of the following techmiques and methods of teaching in
your public schools? ’

35. motion pictures and slides? Yes___No__Don't Know
36. group discussions? Yes_ No  Don't Kmow
37. field trips? Yes_ No Don’t Know
38. lectures? Yes_ No__ Don't Know
39. group projects? Yes_ No__ Don't Know

Should your public schools provide the following special services
for the students?

40, libraries? Yes No Don't Know

4], health centers? Yes No Don't Know

42, cafeterias? Yes No Don't Know
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43, athletics? Yes No Don't Know
44, recreation? Yes No Don't Know
45, psychological testing? Yes No Don't Know

Do you think that your public schools should provide the studenis
with:

46. personal guidance? Yes No Don't Know
47. vocational (job) guidance? Yes No Don't Know
48. educational guidance? Yes No Don't Know

Do you think it is advisable to have special classes for:

49, the gifted or fast-learning pupils? Yes No .Don't Know
50. the retarded or slow-learning pupils? Yes No Don't Know
51. the physically handicapped pupils? Yes No Don't Know

Do you think that the incidental costs, such as books, paper, pencils,
club dues, admission to plays and athletic contests, graduation
expenses, etc.:

52. are too high? Yes No Don't Know

Do you feel that the school should provide:

53. all books and supplies? Yes_ No Don't Know_
54. free admission to athletic games? Yes_ No__ Don't Know__
55. free of charge such activities as

dances, parties, etc. Ye:___No___Don't Know___
56. all athletic equipment? Yes_ No__ Don't Know
57. all musical instruments? Yes_ No__ Don’t Know
58. medical services for the needy? Yes_ No Don't Know
59. dental services for the needy? Yes No__ Don't Kmow_
60. eye glasses for the needy? Yes No Don't Know

61. aids to hearing for the needy? Yes No Don't Know
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Do you like the present system of reporting:

62. pupil progress? (marks) Yes No Don't Know

Do _you think a pupil should be graded, promoted and graduated according:

63. to how he compares with other pupils? Yes No Domn't Know

64. to the effort he makes to use his own

intelligence? Yes No__ Don't Know
Have you had a conference with the teacher about yc:> child:
65. this year? Yes_No__Don‘t Know_
66, last year? Yes_ No__ Don't Know_
Do you feel that your child:
67. has too much home work? Yes_ No_ Don't Know
68, Is getting as much out of school as

he can? Yes___No__Don't Know
69. Is treated fairly by other children

at school? Yes_ No  Don't Know

Do you feel that the school demands:

70, too much time of your child? Yes No Don't Know

Do you feel that your child has sufficient opportunity:

71. to participate in extra curricular
activities ? Yes No Don't Know

Do you feel that your child:

72. walks too far to school? Yes No Don't Know

Do you feel that the achool is stimuhun!g your child:

73. a desire to read and appreciate good
literature? Yesx_ No Don’'t Know
74. a desire for good music and art? Yes No Don't Know
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Do _you feel that the school is helping your child to:

75. develop effective health habits? Yes No Don't Know ,
76. develop high ideals and suitable moral

code ? Yes No Don't Know
77. develop a broad understanding of

social and economic problems? Yes No Don't Know
78. My child attends the school.
79. My child is in the grade.
80. My child‘’s teacher is .

8l. Would you like to receive a summary of this inventory? Yes No

82. Comments:

83. Who answered this questionnaire? Check one. Father
Mother Both father and mother .



APPENDIX C

RAW DATA PROM A SAMPLE OF
999 SETS OF PARENTS OF SENIORS IN
99 KANSAS HIGH SCHOOLS
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VHAT DO PARENTS THINK ABOUT KAKSAS HIGH SCHOCLS? =

This is a cooperative study being carried on in Kensas this school year. Your local
High School,the Stete Department of Public Instruction, and the State Board for
Vocational ﬂducatlon are all cooperating in it. The purpose of this study is to
determine how you, as' a parent, feel about the job your local High School is doing
for. your child:..-You-are- asked to-check (V) -eachof- the- following questions in the
"Yes", "No",ﬂor ""Can't sey" column, accordlng to how well you :feel your local

school is doing. ¥or questions 62 and 63. you are asked to merely check (V) the
correct response or responses. On questlon 64 please feel free to make whatever
comments you desire about your school or about this questionnaire.

Do not sign your name to this questionnaire. %e are not interested in a response
of a given individual, but rather in the total response of the group and all of the
responses for each partlcular school in the study. You will notice either a number
or the neme of your High School at the top of this sheet. This is for purposes of
identification: according to school, and not according to the individual filling out
the questiomnsaire.

We hope you will feel free to make an honest appraisal of your school. Since your
response can in no way be identified as belonging to you, you may rest assured of
its being kept in strict confidence. After you have completed the questionnaire,
place it in the accompanying .self-addressed, franked envelope and return it to this
office. Thank you in advence for the help you can give us in this study.

Porcentages

. Can't  No
Yes Ro Say Reply

1. In general, mre you satisfied with the high
school your child attends?..eeeesecesecnssese lo 77l 16.2 3.9 2.8

2. In your opinion, are the high school gradu-
ates of todey as well educsted as the high )
school graduates of twenty-five years ago?... 2. 8847 19.1 9.6 2.8

Are you satisfied with the job the high
school your child attends is doing in

teaching its students what they need to
know ir each of the followine subjects?

wso Engllsh...u.........................o....... 3. Qa 1 I!Ig ‘I! QI&
40_ athematics........u........................ 4. 59 a lﬁ E ﬁl alﬂ
5. Hlstory...................................... S. 111_ ' 25 ‘E Ba :
. Sciencesecesessesssesescssusrnccreccsnscncess 60— 70,9 10,3 8.3 10.8_
7e PenmenshiPeesecsscseesescsscsssossscsscascsss Teo _40.86 _41.1 . 8.0 10.3
8. Spelling.o.....-.........n...‘..-........;.... 8. ‘1 8 Az Q ﬂlﬁ g ﬂ
9. Reading..........A".......‘.'.....'............ 9' Ea !! EE E 1 * |‘!§
10. Do you think teachers' salaries are high

enou h?ooooouooo\ooooooooooo#oocooooooooooc.oo 10. )
1. Woulg you be in favor of raising teachers' —43.2 _86.6 6.8 _ 5.7

salaries, even if it meant an increase in

your 5Cho0l taxesS?ecececcsccovrssscscscccocscs 1lo §§|§ i!!lﬁ :& 2 gl!

*Responsea from total semple of 999 parents.




12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

17,

18,

19,

20,

21,

224

23

.

24,

Have you talked with any of your child's
teachers within the past twelve months
about his progréss invschool?oo.cuoooiooooooo

Did you vote in the last school election?....

Do you feel welcome when you visit ‘the high
school your child attends?.eeseccecossccecces

Do you feel teachers in your child's school
are as well trained as were the high school
teachers of twenty-five years 8go?.cecececece

In Kensas all children are required to attend
school until they complete the eighth grade
or until they reach their sixteenth birthday -
if they are physically and mentally sble to
do so. Do you think this is & good require-

11 ¢
’ . i

“Have jbu attended eny school event, such es
basketlball gemes, football games, plays or

concerts, within the past twelve months?.....

‘Do you think the teaching methods in the high
school your child attends are as good as the

tesching methods used in high schools of’
twenty-five years agO?moooooo‘ootooooooo.oooo

Would you like to see more courses offered in

your high school that would train ycur child °

in a job or trade a2t which he could earn his

1iv1ng?ooooooo-ooooooo.0.9000.00030_0.0700000000

Would you like to have your child given more
help by the high school in choosing his life

0
Work:00000.00"00.0006000'0.0.00'.,0..00.0000..

Is the high school your child attends strict
enough in its discipline?ooooonooooooo-oo'ooo

Would you like to have your child given more
help by the high school in solving whetever
personal, social, and educational problems
he‘may-face?..;..............................

Do you feel that athletics are being over
emphasized in thé school your child attends?.

Are you satisfied with the grading system
used in the high school your child attends?..

12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

2l.

22.

23.

Yes

—78.5

Cen't No

No  Sey Reply
—S6.8 _ 0.3 __ 2.0
§SOQ Q.a 4.‘
— 7.9 _10.8 _ 4.1
lg.z ll‘! z.
1.9 _ 0.8 _ 1.3
—1l 0.2 1.2
—14.2 _16.7 __ 2.6
12.1 __6.8 _ 2.8
27.8 _13.2 __ 2.5
21.2 _14.0 _ 4.0
B6.4 __ 7.2 _ 2.3
18.0 _ 8.3 __ 2.2




26,

26.

27.
28.
2.
30.
31,
32,

334~

34.

35,
36,
37.
38‘
39.
40,
41,
42,
43,
44,
45,
46,
47,
48,
49,
50,
51.
52,
53.

Heve you visited any clesses in the school your
child atterds within the past twelve months?. 25.

The best possible education cannot be provided for
your child or children without your finencial and
moral support. In addition to the basic school
subjects offered, look over the list below and
check (/) the opportunities you would went and
would be willing to pay for in extra taxes, if
necessary, for your child.

More information about, and training in jobs .
of pupil's choice...(Vocational Education)... 26.
Informetion about home and family living.e... 27.
Participation in interscholastic athletics..: 28.
Driver trainingooouoooooodoooooQooooooqooooo; 29,
Training in public speeking.ecsesccesscccececes 304
Participation in school clubSeesecesscscecsce 31e
Treining and participstion in music and art.. 32.
Training in responsibilities and privileges

of CitizenShipoooooooooooooooooo-ooooooo.cooo 33.
Treining in use of foreign language..eeeceeeee 34,

Are you satisfied with the job the high school
your child attends is doing. in teaching its
students what they need to know in each of the
following areas:.

Lppreciation of the democratic way of lifeses 35,
Ability to get along with others.eeeccececesss 36.
Information about jobs of pupil's choiceesses 37,
Apprecistion of the value of MONEYesescosesse 38,
Good SportsmanShlp.oo-cooooooooooo'oooooooooo 39.
Good citlzenship............................. 40.
Politeness and manners.eececssesscsscssccscsse 4l
DlSClpllne................................... 42,

IWbrthy use of leisure timﬂoooootoooooooooooot 43,

Respect for parents and other elders.eeesee.e-44.
Respect- for the rights of minority groups.... 45.
Honesty......................-............... 46,
Importance of health and physical fitness.... 47.
Ablllty to think ratlonally.................. 48,
Preparation for family responsibilitiesS...... 49.
Understending of methods of scienceseeecseesss 50.
Intelligent purchase and use of go0dS.esseses 5l
Appreciation of finer things of 1lifecececeesce 52,
Development of saleable skillS.ececocseesessce 53,
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54,
55,
56.
57.
58.
59.
60,
61.

62.

63,

84,

65,

66,

-4-

Can't No
Yes No " Say epl

|
£
|:|

How many of the following items and services
do you feel should be provided out of tax
funds and et no direct cost to the pupil?

All bOOks end Suppllesoooooooooocoooooo.ooooo 54.
Free edmission to all athletic contestSee.... 55.
Free admission to school pleys, parties, etc. 56.
All athletic equipmentocoooooooooo00090000000 57,
‘A1l musicsl lnstrumentS.ooooonoooooooo.ooooo. 58,
Minor health services..(medical and dental

" examinations, etc.).. 59.
School lunch..............‘..,..'..........n...‘ 60.

4

kR EEF?EE
EER EEREE
b B EERE

FFE FEF

Do you ovn your ovm home?.eeecsecccoccocscssee 6le

/ho filled out this questionnaire? Please check (/) one or more 'as is necessary.

1.8 _ Yo Reply Father -and lother
._22.8 Father Father and Other
“ 46.6 - Mother Mother and Other

4.9 Other Father, liother sand Other 1.6

Yhat i's the total snnual income of the immediate fmniiy? Please check W) e

8.5 No Reply
24,2 Below £3,000
45.0_ 13,000 to 45,000

4.3 Above §£5,000

Do you have any further comments ebout your school or ebout this questionnaire?

If so, please feel free to make them here:

No oomments 54.4

—Coment  45.6 — — .
(1). 67. 0-2.99
(2):_ 3-40.0
(3). A | 68. -0-3335
(4). $3336.01-$4300
1-2.
3.

4-35.
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WHAT DO PARENTS THINK ABOUT KANSAS HIGH SCHOCLS? *

This is a cooperative study being carried 'on in Kensas this school year. Your local
High School,the Stete Department of Public Instruction, and the State Board for
Vocational Education are all coopersting in it. The purpose of this study is to
determine how you, ‘as’ a parent, feel about the job your local High School is doing
for your child. You are asked to check (V) each of the follow1ng questions in the
yes", Mo", or "Can't say" column, accordlng to how well you :feel your local

school is doing. For questions 62 and 63 you are ssked to merely check (V) the
correct response or responses. On question 64 please feel free to make whatever
comments you desire about your school or about this questionnaire.

Do not sign your mame to this questionnaire. We are not interested in a response
of a given individual, but rather in the total response of the group and all of the
responses for each partlcular school in the study. You will notice either a number
or the name of your High School at the top of this sheet. This is for purposes of
identification according to school, and not according to the individual filling out
the questionnaire.

Vie hope you will feel free to make an honest appraisal of your school. Since your
response can in no way be identified as belonging to you, you mey rest assured of
its being kept in strict confidence. After you have completed the questionnaire,
place it in the accompanying self-addressed, franked envelope and return it to this
office. Thenk you in advence for the help you can give us in this study.

Pbroentages

s Cen't No
Yes No Say Reply

1. In general, mre you satisfied with the high
school your child attends?.ceececceccsvscccnee 1. 79

-2+ In your opinion, are the high school gredu-
ates of today as well educsted as the high
school graduates of twenty-five years ago?... 2.

E
F
E

:

Are you satisfied with the job the high
school your child attends is doing in

teaching its students what they need to
know ir each of the following snbjects?

3. Engllsh.ooo.o.oo.oooooooo.ooocooonoocoooo.ooo 30 70!5 !g!ﬁ zla a a
4. I‘Tathematlcsb.OO......‘....'...............‘.‘ 4'4‘. .. :!a a lﬂ | z 9 8 8
5. Hlstory............'.DO.C‘.‘0.‘.......000.‘.. 5‘ LL ' ﬂlﬁ zlﬁ al
G. Science......l...........‘..00......0.......’. 6' igle :!!I! g!! II I
70 Pemﬁanshipoo-ooaoooooooo‘oo'otoooooooooo.oooo 70 12|§ &a s! . E a ae
8. Spelling-......'...........u.‘o..........'..... 8. 15 g _M a B aQ
9. Rea,dingQ..'....QQCOQIQQOQ...‘.O...O...OOC...... 90 M aﬁ 5 . E 5 |!! !!
10. Do you think teachers' salaries are high

enough?‘....0..0.......'.'.‘0.....'.........' 10' §§II‘ é.g g iﬁ ﬁ 5 E
11. Would you be in favor of raising teachers'

salaries, even if it meant an increase in

your Schoo)l taxeS?eseecscosscossscscssscscsses 1le _ﬁ._s_ E z ]A a ﬁn

*Rosponses of 579 sets of parents whose children adtended the

twonty~-five largest schools in the sample.



13d

4.

15.

16.

17, ~

18.

19,

20,

21,

224

23.

24,

-2-

Have you talked with any of your child's
teachers within the past twelve months
ebout his progress in 5ch00l%.seeeecccesnceces

Did you vote ‘in the last school election?esse

Do you feel welcome when you visit the high
school your chlld attends?ecercccocccencencns

Do you feel teachers in your child's school
are-as well trained as were the high school
teachers of twenty-five years 8g0%.ecescecccss

In Kensss all children are required to attend
school ‘until they complete the eighth grade
or until they reach their sixteenth birthday
if they are physically and mentally sble to
do so. Do you think this is & good require-

ment?;...b.........-....................1....

Have you attended eny school event, such es
baskelball gemes, football games, plays or
concerts, within the past twelve months?.....

‘Do you think the teaching methods in the high

school your child attends are as good as the
teaching methods used in high schools of
twenty-five years agO?.ooooo.coooooocoooooooo

Would you like to see more courses offered in

your high school that would train your child -

in a job or trade at which he could earn his

1ivin€?0.0(000000000000fﬁ,..!'.x‘.f”...‘....

Would you like to have your child given more
help by the high school in choosing his life

Work?.....o.................o‘...,...........

Is the -high school your child attends strict
enough in its dj.soipline?.0000......'.0..l'..

Would you like to have your child given more
help by the high school in solving whatever
personal, social, and educational problems
he.may fﬂce?ooboo.ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

‘Do you feel that asthletics are being over

emphasized in thé school your child attends?.

Are you satisfied with the grading system
used in the high school your child attends?..

12.

13.

14..

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

Yes

;

EE

:

FEE B o:

No

E ok ok

-

Cen't
Say

EE o

-
F bk

No
Reply

EEEE

-

:

EE R



25.

26,

27.
28.
22,
30,
3l.
32,

3347

34.

35,
38,
37,
38.
39,
40,
41,
42.
- 43,
44,
45,
46,
47,
48.
49,
50,
51.
Se,
53.

Heve you visited any clesses in the school your
child aettends within the past twelve months?. 25.

The best possible education cennot be provided for
your child or children without your financial and
moral support. In addition to the basic school
subjects offered, look over the list below and
check () the opportunities you would want end
would be willing to pay for in extra taxes, if
necessary, for your child,

More informetion about, and training in jobs
of pupil's ch01ce...(Vocat10na1 Education)ee. 26.
Informetion ebout home and family living.e..s 27.

Participation in interscholastic athleticse.: 28. "

Driver tralnlng.............................. 29.
Tralning in: puhllc Speaking................o. 30,
Part101pation in school ClubSQQQQQQQQOQQQOOQQ 31.
Treining end participetion in music and art.. 32.
Training in responsibilities and privileges

of CitizenShipogooooooooooooooocdoooocouoo-oo 33,
Training in use of foreign language..seseseee 34.

Are you satisfied with the job the high school
your child attends is doing in teaching its
students what they need to know in each of the
following areass '

Apprecistion of the democratic way of life... 35.
Ability to get along with others.secsceccecee 36,
Information about jobs of pupil's choicesss.s 37,
Appreciation of the value Of MONEYeseecsceses 38,
Good uportsmanshlp........................... 39.
Good cltlzenshlp..............o.............. 40.
Politeness and MANNOIS.eceecsscsscssssscesccse 41,

Dlsclplineooooooooaooooooooooooo'ooocffoocooo 42,

'Wbrthy use of leisure timeoooooootooooooooooo 43,

Respect for parents and other elders.ceesee.e.44.
Respect for the rights of minority groups.... 45.
Honesty...................................... 46,
Importance of health and physical fitness.... 47.
Ablllty to thlnk ratlonally.................. 48,
Preparation for family respons1b111tles...... 49.
Understanding of methods of scienc@ceseececeecs 50,
Intelligent purchase and use of goodSeececcess 5l
Apprecietion of finer things of 1lif@cececeecse 52,
Development Of‘saleable 5K11l8eececocovecenee O3,

Yes

No

68,0 19,8 4.7 7.9
49.6 34.9 5.7 _9.8
22.8 67,2 9.8

84.9 2.6 _8.56_ _ 9.0
62.2 23.0 6.3  _9.5
27.9 54.1 7.4 1907
64.1 30.9 6.6 0.5
8.7 16,9 _4.3 10.1
32.8 48.1 11,1 10,0
85,6 14,9 _8.% 11.3
6.6 .17.8 _€.2 _9.6
44,0 0.6 11.6 13.8
28,9  S6.1 18.0 13.0
£7.9 14.2 7.1 10.8
J0.3  18.0 5.4 113
50.6 = 0.7 7.8  1Q.9
54.9 26,3 7.1 11.7
40,4 34,5  13.1 12.0
5500 2502__ ‘9.§__ 1203
63.2 20.4 11.9 14.5
66.7  13.8 8.7 12.8
87.5_ 10.2_ _9.2  13.1
5.1 16.9_ 13.8 _ 14.2
24,0 24.5_ 16.8_ 14.7
54,9 11.6_ 18,1 15.4
43.7 28,1 18.0  18.2
66.3  16.4  13.6  14.8
40.9 24,0 20.6 14.5




54.
55,
560
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.

62.

63,

64,

65,

66.

-l

epl

IH:
o
@
lz
o
|
o=
[j

How many of the following items and services
do you feel should be provided out of tax
funds and at no direct cost to the puoll’

231 bOOks and suppllpsooooooooo;o.ooooooooooo 540 ig.ﬁ
Free adn1581on to all athletlc contestSeeeess 55, 18.0
Free admission to school plays, parties, etc. 56. 21.6
All athletic equipmentesececscseesecscscceceee 57 . 55.8
All mUSical lnstrumentS.ocoooo;ooooooooooooo. 58, .az n
87.7.
-21,9
_16.5

Minor health ‘services..(medical and dental
" examinations, etc.).. 59.
School lunch..................o....o......... 50.

FER BEEER

Do you ovm your ovnl home?.ecececessecsceccsse 6l

Yho filled out this questionnaire? Please check (/) one or more as is necessary.

1.2 Yo Reply Father -and Mother

21,4 Father Father end Other
48,7 - Mother Mother.and Other

5.4 Other Father, lMother and Othgr 1.8

Vhat is the total snnuel income of the immediate femily? Please check 6/).

5.7 __ Yo Reply
20,7 Below $3,000
£3,000 to £5,000

4 .
27, Above $5,000

Do you have any further comments ebout your school or ebout this questiomnaire?
If so, please feel free to meke them here:

No comments - 49,1

Oommonts = 60.9 | , .

(1). 67. 0-2.99
(2) ’ 3-40.0
(3) | 68. 0-{3335
(4). $3336.01-$4300
1-2.
3.

4-35,




133

WHAT DO PARENTS THINK ABOUT KANSAS HIGH SCHOCLS? *

This is a cooperative study being carried on in Kemnsas this school year. Your local
High School,the State Depertment of Public Instruction, and the State Board for
Vocational mducatlon are ell coopersting in it. The purpose of this study is to
determine how you, as a parent, feel about the job your local High School is d01ng
for your child. You are asked to check (V) each of the fOIIOW1ng questions in the
"Yes", "No", or "Can't say" column, according to how well you feel your local

school is doing. For questions 62 and 63 you are asked to merely check (V) the
correct response or responses. On question 64 plemse feel free to make whatever
comments you desire about your school or about this questionnaire.

Do not sign your name to this questionnaire. ¥We are not interested in a response
of a given individual, but rather in the total response of the.group and all of the
responses for each partlcular school in the study. You will notice either a number
or the name of your High School at the top of this sheet. 'This is for purposes of
identification according to school, and not according to the individual filling out
the questionnaire,

We hope you will feel free to make an honest appraisal of your school. Since your
response can in no way be identified as belonging to you, you may rest assured of
its being kept in strict confidence. After you have completed the questionnaire,
place it in the -accompenying self-addressed, franked envelope &nd return it to this
office. Thank you in advence for the help you can give us in this study.

Percentages

Can't No
Yes Ro Say Reply

l. In general, are you satisfied with the high ‘ ~

school your child GttendS?.ooooo;o}-0,...000. 1, ﬁﬂ z aﬁ ﬁ zla E a
2. In your opinion, are the high school gredu-

ates of today as well educeted as the high )

school graduates of twenty-five years ago?... 2. _g4,] £1.8 10,3 8.8

Are you satisfied with the job the high

school your child attends is doing in

teachlng its students what they need to

know in each of the following subjects?
3‘ Engllsh.........‘.......0...00‘.000‘..00....0 3‘ :!E z || 5 ze 21
4q Nathematlcs.....Q............................ ‘40 N Il B Ig a ﬁ 5 Q ﬂ'
50 Hlstory..0000000000.00.0.0000000.ooooo-o'oo-oo 5. ZS.L ' g.o 9.0 5.9 )
6. Science..Ql..'..l.....b....0‘00.00..0..0'.0.0‘ 60 &II :!ﬁ,:z Qlo lo.z
7' Pemanship.Q.QQOQCQOOQO0.00'0000.000000.00'.. 7. ill!! ﬁll!! . 1!!! !O.s
B' Spelling..'....'.0.........00.‘...0'O...'.O.Q.. 8. ﬁ!!l!! M § ‘ e!!
9. Rea.ding.....'.".000_...00.{'..'.0.0‘0.00.0.0. 9. ﬁ:!ﬂ lﬁ 2 . ﬁﬂ 2‘!
10. Do you think teachers' salaries are high

enough”...........o........»................. 10. 62'2 15.4 § 3.9

11. Would you be in favor of raising teachers!'
salaries, even if it meant en increase in
your 5Cho0]l t8XE88%ecececcessssosssssssccesses 1l gﬂ E 54 I 2.7 ?.7

*Responses of 78 sets of parents whose children attended the twemty-five
smallest Bohools in the sample.



13,

14,

15.

16.

17.N"

18.

19,

204
21,
22,

23'

24,

-2~

Have you talked with any of your child's
teachers within the past twelve months
about his progress in scho0l?eeececeoceccceass

Did you vote in the last school election?....

Do you feel welcome when you visit the high
Sch001~your child attends?....;...,......-.oo

Do you feel teachers in your child's school
are as well treined as were the high school
teachers of twenty-five years 8g0%cceeevecens

In Kensss all children are required to attend
school until they complete the eighth grade
or until they reach their sixteenth birthday
if they are physically and mentally sble to
do so. Do you think this is & good require-

ment?,...w...................................
« .

Have you attended eny school event, such es
baskelball gemes, football games, plays or

concerts, within the past twelve months?.see.

-Do you think the teaching methods in the high

school your child attends are as good as the
teaching methods used in high schools of
twenty-five years agO?oootoooouooooooo.oooooo

Would you like to see more courses offered in

your high school that would train your child °

in a job or trade at which he could earn his

liVing?ogooooooo.ooococo_qp.ou_ooo‘ooo?ocooooooo

Would you like to have your child given more
help by the high school in choosing his life

“’rork?oo'o..000'.0000.00.0...'00.‘0_00000.000..0

Is the high school your child attends strict
Gnough in its dj,SCipline?oooooonoooo-oo000-0.

¥Would you like to have your child given more
help by the high school in solving wheatever
personal, social, and educational problems
he’may f&ce?ooioooiog-oogqoooooooooooooooooo.

Do you feel that athletics are being over
emphasized in thé school your child attends?.

Are you satisfied with the grading system
used in the high school your child attends?..

12,

13.

14.

15.

1€.

18.

22,

23,

Cen't No

Yes  No  Sey Reply
85.4 __33.3 0.0 __ 1.3
66.1 _42.3 _ 0.0 __ 2.8
76,6 _ 10,3 _10.3 _ 3.8
—80.8 __ 7.7 __ 7.7 __3.8
—97.4 __ 1.3 _ 1.3 _ 0.0
3.6 __ 6.1 __ 1.3 _ 0.0
87.9 __11.6 _17.9 2.7
93.6 __ 1.3 8.8 __1.3
74.3 __10.3 4.1 __ 1.3
81,6 __28.2 _ 10.3 0.0
64.1 __16.7 _ 16.4 3.8
21.8 __70.5 7.7 __0.0
74.3 _21.8 _ 8.9 __ 0.0




Can't Yo
Yes KXo Sey Reply

25, Heve you visited any clesses in the school your
child atterds within the past twelve months?. 25. 25.8 71.8 2.8 0.0

The best possible education cennot be provided for
your child or children without your finsncial and
moral support. In addition to the basic school
subjects offered, look over the list below and
check (/) the opportunities you would want and
would be willing to pay for in extra taxes, if
necessary, for your child.

26. More information about, and training in jobs

of pupil's choice...(Vocational Educetion).ss 26. gg.7 20.5 3.8 9.0
27. Informetion about home and family living..... 27. 34.8 48,7 7.7 9.0
28. Participation in interscholastic athletics... 28. 21.8 £0.8 9.0 8.9
290 Driver training...........;.............ﬁ......’ 29. 568.4 33.3 2.8 1.7
30, Trairii.ng in public speaking.........."g.....‘. 30. §7.9 ._21.8 z 8 7.7
3l. PartiCipation in school clubSeeeeccsecccscees 1o Zﬁ a 564 2 z 9.0
32, Treining and participstion in music and art.. 32. _gg.= 28.2 2.8 8.9
3% Training in responsibilities and privileges

of Citi‘zemhipcooooooooooooooocoooooo.oo.oooo 33. 82 f 28 8 3.8 18
34, Traiging in use of foreign language..sscseeee 34 20.5 g82.8 7 " _9.0

Are you satisfied with the job the high school

your child attends is doing. in teaching its

students what they need to know in each of the

following areas:s
35, Apprecistion of the democratic way of lifes.. 35. 5g.4 16.17 9.0 17.98
36, Abllity to ge‘t along with Othersooooo'oo”tff?oo 36. 51 I§ 25 I a a 11 8
37, Information about jobs of pupil's choicee.... 37. 42.3 30.8 141 12.8
38, Apprecistion of the value of money.eeseecceees 38. 4g. 7 28.9 10.8% 14.1
3%. Good Sportsmanship..................s,....4.._, 39. lez :5 ‘ E l 12 B
40, Good citizenship...,......,o-........g..’.n... 40. ma zz 8.4 11 8
41, Politeness eand MANNErSeeeceeccesssscscsccesscece 4l @15 23.1 1.3 14.1
42, Disciplineo'0.00...00...0.000;0;‘0..0‘.00.000. 42, ﬁl E laa ﬁ! ]29

- 430' Worthy use of leisure t,ime.......-.u........' 43, _M‘L m_ 7.7 ]B ﬁ

44, Respect for parents and other elders..........44. 52 4 23.1 5.4 17.9
45. Respect for the rights of minority groups.... 45. 51,3 18.7 11.6 20.5
460 Honesty.......«................’..u........... 46, 15 | ﬁ l 5 ] ]a z
47. Importance of health and physicel fitnesse.... 47. 9,2 9,0 1.8 20.6
48. Ability to think ratioﬁally........o......... 48, §§ 8 IE ﬁ Jz a ]a Q .
49, Preparation for family responsibilities...... 49. 44.9 19.2 16.7 19.2
50. Understending of methods of scienceeseceesesse 50. 46,1 19,2 4.1 20.8
51. Intelligent purchese and use of goodSseessees 51. 47.4 21,8 9.0 2.8
52, Appreciation of finer things of life.seecssee 52. §1,.3 17.9 12.8 18.0
530 De‘velopment of Asﬁleable 5killSeceeocesocccence 53, sg 1 aa ! ]5 z zn ﬁ



54,
55,
56.
57,
58.
59,
60,
61,

62,

63.

65,

66,

-

Can't No
Yes Yo 'Say  Reply

How many of the following items and services
do you feel should be provided out of tex
funds and et no direct cost to the pupil?

A11 books and Suppll@soo¢0000.ooo.c<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>