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 COURSE RESEARCH PROJECT

As one way to involve you in the production of knowledge, you will collaborate with small groups of students on a research project. I will provide students with a menu of projects that my collaborators and I plan to conduct this semester. These projects include research on the cultural psychology of such timely topics as confederate monuments, land acknowledgements, compliance with COVID public health guidance, and responses to the ecological crisis. Students will have an opportunity to express a preference for particular projects, and I will assign students to projects on a “first come, first served’ basis. The end product will be a poster that each group presents in an online poster gallery. Students can also earn extra credit by presenting their poster in the Fall Undergraduate Research Showcase. Guidelines for the project will appear in the Course Documents section of the website as appropriate. The schedule of production for the research projects includes the following tasks

· 01 SEP: Students complete certification for KU Human Research Protection Program tutorial.
· 07-11 SEP: Groups meet with Trevor and/or me to discuss background and methods.
· 15 OCT: Each group submits the first draft of the 5-item annotated bibliography.
· 01-31 OCT: Students collect data by circulating the link for the online survey associated with their project. The goal is for each student to collect data from 30 participants.
· 01-19 NOV: Students work under the guidance of Trevor and me to analyze and interpret data.
· 20 NOV: Deadline for registration and submission of posters for the KU Fall Undergraduate Research Showcase (for students who wish to earn extra credit)
· 30 NOV: Deadline for submission of portfolio. 

Trevor and I will determine the grade for the research project based on a portfolio that includes the following materials: 

1. an abstract of your presentation (approximately 250 words);
2. an annotated bibliography; 
3. a brief discussion (approximately 300 words) of the link between your project and the themes of the course; and 
4. a poster

Each group must email (one copy of) this portfolio to Trevor Lies (trevorlies@ku.edu) and me (adamsg@ku.edu) by 5:00 PM on Monday, 30 NOV. 

Once Trevor and I assign a grade for your group, we will e-mail group members to inform you of the collective grade (out of 30 points) and ask you to reply with your allocation of points to individual group members (up to 30 points) based on your assessment of their contribution to the project (via the procedure that appears on the course syllabus). The grade for each individual student will be the mean of points that the student receives from other group members.



ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

The goal of the annotated bibliography is to serve as scaffolding for the introduction and literature review portion of your final poster. An annotated bibliography is a list and summary of existing work that relates to your research project. An annotated bibliography typically includes book chapters or articles from scientific journals. Each research group should create a list of at least 5 such items. Each item should be approximately 150-300 words. To fulfill the assignment, these 5 items cannot include chapters from the Heine (2020) textbook or articles/chapters that appear on the syllabus. For each item on the list, you should summarize the article or chapter and make clear how it relates to your project.  Summaries of conceptual papers should convey the fundamental argument of the work for someone who is not familiar with it. Summaries of empirical papers should describe the hypotheses, results, and conclusion. 

POSTERS

Posters for the group research project should have sections that correspond to a paper. 

1. Introduction: The first section introduces the overall project. It typically begins with a brief, attention-grabbing statement of the overarching question or idea that the project addresses. It then gives a brief review of relevant theory or previous research about the question. Depending on space, it ends with a short overview of the present study and a statement of hypotheses.
2. Method: The second part of the poster is the Method section. In this section, you describe how you went about your systematic observations. This section typically has 3 subsections: (1) a discussion of who participants were (and perhaps a report of some of the demographics associated with your sample), (2) a discussion of the procedure, and (3) a discussion of any measures that you used. The discussion of method should make clear how you operationalized both the independent variable (IV; i.e., whether you manipulated it with an experimental manipulation or measured it using some sort of scale) and the dependent variable (DV). For any scale that you use, you should be sure to give 1-2 example items.
3. Results: The third section of the poster is the Results section. This section emphasizes figures or tables rather than blocks of text. If you have conducted a correlational study (i.e., you have measured rather than manipulated the IV), then you should report results in the form of correlations between the measured IV and primary DVs. If you have conducted an experiment (i.e., you manipulated rather than measured the IV) or are conducting a comparison of two groups, then you should report results in the form of a t-test to indicate whether the observed differences in means for these conditions are statistically significant. 
4. Discussion: The final section of the poster is the Discussion section. This section includes a few short statements (usually in bulletpoint fashion) that summarize the broader implications of your project for theory and research in cultural psychology As a transition between sections—either at the end of the Results section or beginning of Discussion section—you should state whether results do or do not provide support for the primary hypotheses of interest. You can note any limitations of the study, preferably those for which you have interesting things to say. One set of “interesting things to say” concern insights about the phenomenon that you achieved from conducting the study (even in the absence of significant results) that you didn’t understand when you started it. Another set of “interesting things to say” concern directions for follow-up research. Finally, you can situate results of your study in existing theory and research. How do results of your study compare with other research on the topic? How do your results inform the questions that animated your study?
GRADING RUBRIC

The following is a general rubric that we will use to assess and evaluate research projects.

1. ABSTRACT (3 points)
___ 	Do students provide a succinct overview of the research project that includes statements about the hypothesis, design, summary of results, and relevance for theory and research.

2. INTRODUCTION (5 points)

___ Do students clearly articulate the purpose of the study in the context of course themes?
___ 	Do students place the study in the context of other research?
___ 	Do students provide a clear statement of the hypothesis?

3. METHOD (5 points)
___ 	Do students adequately characterize the participants?
___ 	Do students adequately describe the procedure? 
___ Do students adequately describe the measures that they used?


4. RESULTS (5 points)

___ 	Do students adequately report the results of the study?
___ 	Do students interpret the results in terms of guiding questions/hypotheses? 


5. DISCUSSION (5 points)

___ 	Do the students succinctly distill the essence of the research?
___ 	Do students discuss the broader implications of the project for theory and research?

6. ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY (5 points)
___ 	Do the students demonstrate awareness of existing work relevant to their project?
___ 	Do the students describe the relevance of existing work for their project?




