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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

It would appear that women have hit the American political scene 

with D considerable amount of force and with enough conviction for cherr1 

to be considered a viable political entity. The history of emerging 

woman power is long and arduous, beginning in Seneca Falls in J 848 with 

the fjrst women's rlghts convention. The issue was the right to vote, 

and the fight took seventy-two years. In 1920 women were finally 

granted the rj ght to vote. Some of the suffragisr_s t-r:led t;·, shift thB< 

energies of wo,,:en to other areas of concen1 as soo'l c.•~ th-9. vi:;Ling i::1.:;/'t 

was establishe,j, but World War I was just over j the men we-ce r.eturning 

home, and most women seemed willing to stop ,rnrkiri.g, 

their rjghts, and go home. In 192'3 the Eqval Rtglics Av:r-;:i_,:1m01,t \.1a.2 

first proposed, but the impetus was go,:1e, and the issue received little 

notice until right after World War II and then again in very recent 

times. 

There has }1e,:m .:. resurgence of feminism since 1963 with the pub-

li.cation of Betty Friedan's The Feminine Mystique, and with it has come 

renewed insistence che.t the Equal Rights Amendment be passed and rati-

fied. The major differences in the old feminism of the pre-1920 era 

and the new tF.:minism of post-1963 seems to lie in the scope of womenvs 

concerns. The early feminists, for the most par.t, wanted the right to 

vote but. did not concern themselves so much with other issues. Today vs 

1 



feminist is much quicker to question the entire situation in which 

women find themselves--from the role expectations instllled in them as 

children to equal pay for equal work, and from day care centers to 

sexism in the English language, One journalist expressed the breadth 

of concern like this: 

I'd been working for Motive magazine for slx months when 
I was sent, as token woman on the editorial staff~ to the 
first national women's liberation conference in Lake Villa, 
Illinois. Nothing has been the same since. Now every song 
on the radio, every magazine ad and 1'V commercial, every 
casual conversation, every store window is pol1tical. 1 

The year of a presidential election campaign provides an arena 

2 

for the expression of political concern on the part of many groups. The 

19 72 campaign was a particularly good chance for women to J?YT•.ress the-:~r 

new sense of ur r ty, cooperation and power. 

It wi.11 bt:. the purpose of this thesis Lo zvaluace the efforts of 

wo1uen -co influ"::.Llce Presj_dent Nixon a11d S~r1ato·r 'McCo·ue"):n ·'.n t.11..:!5- 1- r;:ce 

for the presidency. This must necessarily -~nvolve c..!1 c..x,.,,:1.:..:1-'ltic,:1 of 

what cc,nstJ_tutes a "-wotnan vs issue11 as well as a look at n:any aspects 

of women's participation in the 1972 political process. 

It is important to note the characteristics that set femiri ists 

apart from othe:r American women. Feminism involves a primary commitment 

to the concerns of women, sometimes exclusively. It involves a sense of 

sisterhood w.lth all other women, even those who <lo not reciprocate and 

resist women's liberation. Feminism is chi.efly a self-definitional 

term. ThoGc who apply it to themselves are sometimes members of spe-

cl fie liben:1-tion groups, generally believe that woman 1 1:: plight i..& a 

political 1):-ienomenon, and are often found organizing to improve their 

lot ,_n the poli ti.cal arena, True feminists are a minority ot wo:nen in 
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America. There seem to be a wide variety of responses to feminism by 

women who do not include themselves in the feminist ranks ranging from 

covert support to open hostility. In assessing the influence of 

women on the 1972 presidential campaign this distinction between fem-

inists and other women is important. Much of the progress made in 

terms of power and influence was spearheaded by feminists and the groups 

they have formed. This is not to indicate that v-1 omen who do not consi-

der themselves to be feminists did not participate and contribute to 

women's influence in the campaign. While there are m£ny non-·femlni::?-t 

women who were openly opposed to women taking a larger role on lhe 

political stage, many others supported feminist eff0rts anc contri-

buted to woman power in their own sphere in the.i.r 01,rn way. H0wever t 1 t 

was and is the feminists who, for the most pe-r:-t~ defiue -worJ.P.r..rs i.sst,es, -

receive coverage in the media, and provide the Je~der1:ship for sucn 

action groups as the National Women's Poli ti cal '::'at.c '--'"'. !\e .a..;r.::. v.it. i.E s 

of feminists as well as of women outside the fe~Ln:-=-t ranl.ts m 11 b<a 

examined for their contribution to the im;:,act women ha.i in 1972 

politics. 

What then are the issues considered to be womenvs tssues? One 

statement of triese issut's came from feminist and Congresswoman Bella 

Ah7.U8 in &1 article writte-n soon after th'3 establishment of the National 

Worne~'s Political Caucus. 

Among the goals endorsed by the Women's Caucus are pas-
sage of the Equal Rights Amendment, which died in the Senate 
last fall; repeal of laws affecting a woman's right to decide 
her own reproductive and sex life; changes in the Social 
Securl-:.y system to end discri;innatlon agajnst families with 
work1.ng women; enforceT[lent of all anti-dlscrimination laws; 
adeq11ate ~t-ielter foe ::111 .A..n>ericann, and an end to discrimi-
nation agr-d.nst w1.1men,, e3r,ecial').y fa,u J ies with women heads 
and welfare mo~hers; Pli~~~ation of the many tax inequicies 



that affect women and children, including full tax deduction 
for child care and household expenses; maternity leave and 
voluntary parentdl leave for childbirth; and an end to_the 
social and economic degradation of women~ 2 
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The National Women's Political Caucus is by no means the only 

activist women's group, but Ms. Abzug's statement gives a concise 

listing of the diverse issues of concern to women. They are concerned 

that women should receive the same pay as a man for the same job and 

be accorded a fair opportunity to advance to management and decision-

making jobs. They want ma-rriage laws that do not take away a woman's 

identity and divorce laws that are fair to men and women. Welfare is r 

an issue that makes the women's movement more than a mjddle and upper 

class struggle. It is the issue that helps bridge the class gap. 

Women's groups vant welfare laws that do not riri"\;8 !a11J J ies apc.1.rL "by 

a Federal program that often forces lmshanris to dc::-kr r:: tlir.. hnmi'..:!. so 

their wives and children can be eligjblc for so111e i:eifare money .. " 3 

Women want adsqnate day care f ac.ili ties to 2.id n: t 0r..ly 1'<-."te] £an~ 

mothers who war..t to work to support tne::..r families but other women 

whose child--re.aring responsibilities restrjct their c.areer opportuni-

ties. Women want for both men and i:>.TnrtJen the right lo control com·-

pletely their sex and reproducthre life in all areas including birth 

control, voluntary E'te:r ili22.tim1 g_nd abortion. All of these e.re 

poH tical issues, and women know -chat their suc1...ess in these questions 

lies in their ability to gain the political powf:r commensuratt: with 

their strength in numbers in the American popuJdtion. Consequently 

they have been particularly active this year in seeking to acquire 

equal representatJ.on in the party convention delegate se)ection process:, 

in campaigning for women office seeke-r3, and in tryfr g to persuad,2 

the two major part:i es to their way of thj n.king o-;-1 otl-•er women" s issues e 
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Probably no one woman, not even a feminist, would be supportive of 

all these issues and certainly could not personally support action in 

all areas. However, what has been actempted here is a broad outline 

of the wide spectrum of women's issues. Perhaps~ to put it philoso-

phically, a statement by Betty Friedan explains the awakening of poli-

tical consciousness in large segments of the female population: 

The great philosophers from the Greeks to our own time have 
said that when men exercise poli~ical passion, participating 
in the decisions that write the ongoing human story, they 
are most human. It was this condition that defined the free 
man as opposed to the slave who was little better than an 
animal, doing the work needed for biological survival, but 
never leaving a mark behind. That kind of work has defined 
women, too, until now. We have not had the voice in human 
destiny, the political participation in which we could find 
and use our fullest human power.4 

This thesis focuses on how these issues were 1:ied dit'e~tly to th,2. 

1972 presidential campaign. The procedure of investi6dticn bas been. 

conducted in s2veral ways. First, letters were wr:it1:en to specific 

men, women and organizations considered to be of pote~ti~l helf. 

Letters were sent to President Nixon and Senator McGovern via their 

campaign headquarters, and the staff of each responded with campaign 

literacure which will be described more fully in another chapter .. 

Shirley Chisholm and Frances Farenthold were contacted because l')f 

their national prominence as presidential and vice-presidential candi-

dates and their connections with the Democratic candidate and his cam-

paign. Letters a]so were sent LO spokeswomen of the feminist movement 

such as Gloria Steinem and to women's political groups such as the 

National Women's Political Caucus and the League of Women Voters. 

Sper,ific women in the Democratic and Republican organizations were 

also contacted such as Amanda Smith, Women's Fights Coordinator/ 

McGovern for President; Barbara Franklin, speci..al advisor to che 
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president; and Carol Casey and Anne Armstrong, members of the Democratic 

and Republican national committees respectively. It was hoped that 

these letters would elicit source information, possible interviews, 

specific written in.formation about the candidates' stands on women's 

issues, their campaign literature and speeches. Replies were not 

received from all of the sources; however, those replying were helpful. 

One interview was granted with Frances "Sissy" Farenthold. Campaign 

literature was received from each candidate's headquarters. 

The second procedural step was to write approximately forty 

women's organizations such as Women Strike for Peace, Women United, 

the. Women's Rights Project of the American Civil Liberties Union, and 

the Women 1 s Equity Action League. These letters requeste.d i.nfur:1ation 

about each orr:anization and any attempts it might be ,r,d.::C.i!lg !:c· infl-:..12,•c:;:; 

the cai:1didates about "women's issues. Many c,f -i:hese letters were 

answered; u11fcrtunately the answers were not as 11eJp.:.•,j_ q;:_, h::d be-a:n 

anticipated. A number of groups sen:: information a.l- out t,1E. o- 1a:"!:i za.tion 

but ignored the 0ther questions. Several otbers replied with the 

inf·-,nuation tb&t as tax exempt organizations they could r:ot seek to 

sway a can:liciate on the issue of concern to them by any offer of support 

or threat of non-support. Apparently most of these organizations are 

public information and opinion services and not politically active in 

the sense of powet-seeking or power-swaying. For this reason, the 

major organization dealt with will be the National Women's Political 

Caucus. 

A chance conversation led to an interview with Biddy Hurlbutt of 

Tonganoxie, Kansas, who was a delegate to the Republican Convention an.d 

a woman greatly concerned with women's issues. She provided some 
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insight into the workings of the convention as well dS much of the NWPC 

literature that was available at the convention for the women delegates. 

Publications, particularly in journals, have been the greatest 

source of helpful information. Women at the conventions, the role of 

Pat Nixon and Eleanor McGovern in the campaign, the National Women's 

Political Caucus, women office-seekers, and feminists seeking reforms 

have all received a great deal of coverage in popular journals. The 

traditional women's magazines such as McCall's and Vogue along with the 

familiar news magazines such as Time, Newsvreek, an<l U.S. News and World 

Report have provided features on some of these topics as well as inter-

views and reporting. 

Fr.lends of the author have provided some per.tir:~nt newr;;pc:per 

clippings. The New York Times carried numerous h,::]p-Ful art l c:les ;is d1.d 

the Kansas City Star. The most useful publicatlons have been those 

less traditJ_onal "women's" publications such as 1he ~-r,9l:2s1~nr,:0 ~1, 1fon>?n 

Today, The Woman Activist, and Ms. Most helpful o::= oll :bas Lee~l ~1~-

which each month since July, 1972, has published at least one article 

highly pertinent to the 19 72 president i.al campaign. Th~ RE:.ader~ s Guide 

to Periodical Literature, the Social Science and Humanities Index, and 

the Public Affairs Information Service Bulletin were valuable resources 

for published material. In addition, Louis Harris and Associates 

conducted a nation-wide poll to solicit American women's opinion about 

numerous topics including women 1 s participation in politics, women in 

public office, and women as voters. This poll contains much valuable 

infonnation and will receive close attention in Chopter V. 

One of the biggest difficulties has been that of getting copies 

of the candidates' speeches pertaining to women's issues. McGovern 
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made one speech directly aimed at women voters at a Women's Rally spon-

sored by the Southeastetn Michigan Women's Advisory Council for 

McGovern/Shriver on October 25, 1972. This was his only speech 

received by this author which dealt exclusively with women's concerns. 

Nixon apparently made no such speeches although comments aimed toward 

women can be gleaned from other speeches found in Public Papers of the 

Presidents of the United States: Richard Nixon, 1971 and 1972 and in 

Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents. These will be further 

discussed in Chapter III. 

Because of the immediacy of the topic of this thesis there is very 

little available in the way of related studies other than current 

journals and press articles. 

The contents of the remaining chapters will bD as follows: 

Chapter II wjll deal with women vs participation in the national 

conventions, women's planks in the partiE::s' plat:for:ns, the. N::lt:ionb.l 

Women's Political Caucus, and women who ran for natJ_.::.•aa1 of fi..~es,. 

especially Shirley Chisholm and Frances Farenthold. 

Chapter III will examine the escalated role of the candidates' 

wives and other female campaign strategists, staffers and reporters. 

It will also include examination of the campaign literature anj the 

candidates' comments and past records on women'8 issues. 

Chapter IV will consist: of a look at the feminist viewpoint of 

the candidates as shown in publjcations such as The Woman Activist and 

Ms. This will be an attempt to determine the feminist opinion of the 

extent to which President Nixon and Senator McGovern were committed to 

the women's issues. 

Chapter V wilJ be an attempt to examine the difference betT1Jeen the 
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feminist view, as presented in Chapter IV, and the average female voter 

in the U .. S., as represented by national opinion polls. It will contain 

the results of a questionnaire which was conducted in Lawrence, Kansas, 

to compare the female student population with the "average female 

community member" in terms of attitude toward women's influence in 

politics in 1972. 
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CHAPTER II 

WOMEN'S ROLE IN,THE NATIONAL CONVENTIONS 

The effect of women at the two national party conventions is pri-

marily a story of the National Women's Political Caucus. Accordingly, 

this chapter will deal with the history, purpose, and activities of 

the NWPC up to the time of the Democratic National Convention as well 

as the Caucus's role at each of the conventions. It will also include 

some background material on the key women at each convention, espe-

cially the wome:i .ru..ming tor national offi.ce. Finally, t~1.is c'i,39te1 

will deal with some:: journalistic evaluat:i ons of tha i:_:ains macte f-,y 

women in both cunventions. 

The Beginnings of the National Wo;nen' s Pol:i ti cal Cam'u<,i 

The National Women 1s Political Caucus had its beginnings on 

July 10 and 11 of 1971. The organizational meeting in Washington, n.c. 
was attended by more than 300 women of diverse backgrounds. "The 

Women's Caucus is not a poJitical party--and there are no plans at 

present to turn it into one. It is nonpartisan and any woman may 

join who supports its causes. 111 The Caucus js probably best defined 

by its a.vowed purposes. In a membership pamphlet issued by the NWPC, 

that purpose is stated: "To awaken, organize, and assert the vast 

poH ti cal power represented by wo:'.l'len. 112 

Members of the Caucus were motivated at least in part by the 

~ecognition that women make up fifty-three percent of the nation's 

11 
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voting population and as of the time of the formation of the Caucus were 

represented by only 12 female House members out of 435 and one 0~nate 

member out of 100. The Caucus's aim was to make some inroads in this 

and other areas of politics. 

The strategy, according to a statement of purpose adopted 
at the Washington meeting, is to "confront our own party 
structures, and, when necessary, cross party lines or work 
outside formal political parties in support" of women candi-
dates who are willing to wage war "again~t sexism, racism, 
institutionalized violence and poverty." 

Guidelines were adopted on issues to be used in deciding whether or not 

to support a candidate, male or female. The only rule agreed upon was 

that no candidate who held racist views would be supported by the Cau-

cus. Other gm_delines for what to look for in a candidate included 

support for: 

Passage of a proposed Equal Rights Amend~~at co the Con-
stitution, canni~g discrimination against women. 

Repeal ot." all laws, such as those 011 abortion and eontra-
ception, ti1.Jt liruit a woman's right co decide he:- C.":.m ,:~pro-
ductive ant aexual life. 

Immediate withd,:awal from Vietnam and an end tc ph~-sical 
violence as a wc1y of resolving conflict. 

Adequate income for all Americans, with the level nbased 
on the determination of adequacy by the National Welfare 
Rights Organization." 

Fair treatment of working women, includin~ full tax deduc-
tions for child care and household expenses.~ 

In addition to theae guidelines for candidate selection and sup-

port, additional hopes and goals were expressed. These hopes grew at 

least partially out of the belief that "there is a strong community 

interest among the huge numbers of Ame~ican women, a strong commitment 

to changing the direction of our society. 115 The women hoped not only 

to triple their representation in Congress in the 1972 elections but 

also to increase their r€presentation to th~ national conventions from 

roughly fifteen percent to no less than fifty percent. 6 
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Action toward fulfilling the stated goals was promptly initiated. 

By the spring of 1972 Caucus branches had been formed in forty-six 

states. The Caucus interviewed presidential candidates on women's 

issues and sent the results to state branches. Further action by the 

Caucus included encouraging branch chapters to question local and state 

candidates on their views on women's issues. Women running for local 

offices received encouragement and campaign support from local members 

and even national Caucus figures. 

Perhaps the biggest single effort was to get women elected as 

delegates to the national conventions. The first step in assuring that 

women would participate fully in the Presidential nominating processes 

of the two major parties was to meet with the chairmen of the rartie3 

to discuss ways ,,f achieving the fifty percent wcmerr o.elegc.tes goal. 

The new delegate selection rules of the Democratic party seemed com-

patible with the ~C goal. The February 1972 :t-.i-WPC ~e1-.rsletter i_n i.:i ,::at'.:'s, 

that Caucus members received the following plec.lge f:r~m Demcc:-at.; c-

party chairman, Larry O'Brien: 

The National Committee will send written instructions 
to all state parties informing them of the guidelines and 
requiring them to circulate the instructions to local and 
district groups as well as file their affirmative action 
programs with the DNC by mid-January. 

Any delegation which does not include 50% women will be 
considered prima facie evidence of discrimination and will 
oe subject to challenge. Such delegations must then prove 
that the process by which the delegates were chosen was 
open and non-discriminatory.7 

This was h~lFful to the NWPC in that the burden of proof lay on the 

Democratic party machinery in each state, and "it is in the best 

interests of the state party and their presidential candidates to come 

to the convention with balanced delegatjons lest they face a ~redentials 

challenge. 11 8 
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The Republican party had no such helpful rules regarding delegate 

selection. The Caucus meeting with Republican party chairman, Senator 

Robert Dole, "resulted in a strong scatement to take all possible steps 

toward insuring equal representation at the 1972 convention. This was 

followed by a public announcement to the Republican National Coilltl1ittee. 119 

A special project called WEDS (Women's Education for Delegate 

Selection) was given the task of seeing that women were present at 

local delegate selection conventions. WEDS did this by holding educa-

tjonal conferences for women on the rules and procedures for delegate 

selection in each state and by helping interested women through the 

stages of the process. The Caucus also planned to give leadership to 

all women delegates in the country by sponsoring meetirgs in each 

stage of t.he process for every state ar..d by 1'old:!.ng a mass. uat ional 

meeting the day before each party's convention for all women delegates 

to that converrtion. 10 The women of the National vJor,:ori's .f',)]itica.1 

Caucus were determined and well-organized. ':'hey co::.cer:.~r-,t '-::ci :.,11 get.:~:-:.g 

women into the delegations but were not hesitant to use the challenge 

process where necessary, as will be seen at the Democratic Convention. 

The Democratic Convention 

The National Women's Political Caucus's role at the Democratic 

Convention was described by one feminist writer like this: 

The National Women's Political Caucus rode into Miami on a 
homemade contraption stuck together with bobbi pins and 
lubricated with scalding female tears. Instead of tough 
pros like Mankiewicz and Gary Hart at the wheel, we've got--
that is to say, we are--the danm.edest crew of amateurs and 
crazie&, frustrated housewives and cockeyed feminists I've 
ever seen.11 

Shana Alexander goes on to describe how much, in her opinion, the 



Women's Caucus had accomplished in its brief year of being. She was 

writing one week after the 1972 Democratic Convention and cites the 

passage of the Equal Rights Amendment, the unseating of Congressman 

Geller by a thirty year old woman, the increase in women delegates, 
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the appointment of Jean Westwood as chairwoman of the Democratic National 

Committee, and the adoption by the convention of a comprehensive 

woman's plank as NWPC victories. 

Other female journalists writing immediately after the convention 

were not so enthusiastic about women vs accomplishments and reacted with 

more bitterness to the way McGovern forces handled several floor votes 

on women's issues. Ljnn Sherr for Saturday Review deemphasized women's 

accomplishments to report on some events she fe:i.t r..o o'"le eJ se was 

reporting.. He:r •3.r.ticle is critical of the media r:ov2rage '\.\Omen 

re:cei ved and of' t·be male commentators on the major networks. She 

reports a stater1c-~·rt: by Cloria Steinem that, "The T_,10rld is wat::-hing:-

and this time it's watt hlng women$" J:.i!s. Sherr added, 11 lJell, yes, th;; 

world~ watching women--but only when it was convenient, and then 

usually through the unliberatc.d eyes of the TV networks' newsmen. 1112 

Later she reports on the w.::,men's reactions to the South Carolina vote 

and the less than understanding commentaries made by Theodore White:, 

Eric Sevareid, and Walter Cronkite. She says, 

From the tube, you wouldn't know how double-crossed the 
women feel. Theodore Whice i.s pontificating about "the 
idea that there must be reasonable represencation of certain 
biological groups--women, youth, blacks. I believe that a 
woman can represent mt= just as well as a man," he says, 
grandly.. Eric Sevareid ponders the thought, then adds, "If 
you are going to carry it all the way, who's going to repre-
sent the -left-handed Lithuanians?" Walter Cronkite reports 
that the South Carolina challenge i.s lost and "the ladies" 
are angry. APyone who calls us "ladi.es" could never under-
&tnnd how we fee1.13 
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Germaine Greer for Harper's wrote perhaps the most blistering 

critique of the convention and of George McGovern from her viewpoint as 

feminist, journalist, and liberal. She is critical of almost everyone, 

even her sisters. She feels that the atmosphere at most of the women's 

caucuses was one of self-congratulatior. for what had already been 

accomplished rather than serious planning of a feminist strategy. She 

says, "We. allowed ourselves the luxury of believing that sisterhood is 

strong, although the events of the day had left me feeling that the 

mere fact of femaleness does not constitute sisterhood, and sisterhood 

itself does not automatically confer power. n,l4 Her main concern is 

that the McGovern forces which had inspired great hope in liberal 

Democrats seem at the convention to be just another political mach in~~ 

sacrificing its scruples and principles to the e}.l)f>dieney of gdining 

power. She ia especjally critical of the treatwent of the two major 

woraen' s issua:J, the South Carolina challenge and c: bor-::.or... She: says of 

the women: 

They were in Miami as cards in McGovern's hand, to be led 
or discarded as he wished, not as players at the table. He 
could rely on the intensity factor to work them hard and 
stack the hall with his supporters, and he was not obliged 
to offer them a bent nickel,in recompense~ they would vote 
him to the nomination because they had no alternative. The 
right wing could threaten him with secession, but not his 
captive women, blacks, Latins, and kidse They were just 
not cynical enough to grasp that fact, or else they would 
have considered an alternative play, a vote for Humphrey or 
even for Nixon •••• Womanlike, they did not want to get 
tough with their man, and so, womanlike, t:hey got screwed.IS 

Gloria Steinem gives a more balanced view of women 1 s accomplish-

mentss She is a journalist, editor of Ms., and was the NWPC spokes-

woman at the Democratic Convention. She notes four major accomplish-

ments which she attributes to the National Women's Political Caucus. 



They are: 

1) the great increase in the percentage of women convention 

delegates over 1968, 

2) the fact that there was a woman co-chairing the convention, 

Yvonne Brathwaite, 

3) the women's plank, and 

4) the fact that most of the challenges to delegations without 

17 

a fair representation of women had either been won or negotiated to a 

compromise before the Credentials Committee before the convention got 

under way .16 

She then gi..ves a good discussion of the South Carolina challenge 

and the reproductive freedom issue as they were workeo out in conven-

tion. There is some bitterness that the McGovern for~cs for whoD m:u1y 

women worked sc,qard withdrew crucial support on these two issues whlch 

they had promis~d and which the feminists badly neect~c. 

Finally another female journalist sums up what~~ her opinion wc~~n 

were seeking from both major party conventions. She says, "In essence, 

what women want from the '72 conventions is an opportunity to parti-

cipate i..n a mea1-iingful way. 11 17 

The diversity of opinion reflected in these connnentaries by 

women is indicative of the mixed feelings of and about women in the 

Democratic Convention concerning what was ~ccomplished by women and 

what was learned by their first major foray i..nto the national political 

arena. In order to assess these questions more thouroughly a descrip-

tion of the events of the convention that related speciftcally to 

women's issues seems in order. 

The June 1972 Newsletter of the National Women's Political Caucus 
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included the proposed women's plank for each of the major party plat-

forms. The newsletter encouraged Caucus supporters around the country 

to raise the issue of the women's plank with convention delegates, 

platform committee members, and party officials in each state to make 

them aware of the need for the plank. The plank proposed by the NWPC, 

to each of the major parties' platform committees is given below. 

We must take positive action on: 

CIVIL RIGHTS 
1. A priority effort to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment. 
2. Amendment of existing civil rights legislation to prohi-

bit discrimination on the basis of sex. Such change to: 
eliminate discrimination against women in public 
accomodations and public facilities; 
eliminate discrimination against women in public edu-
cation; 
eliminate discrimination against women in dll federally-
assisted programs and federally-contracte,i emplcy;.nent; 
extend the jurisdiction of the Civil Righrs Cor.inissivn 
to include denial of civil rights on the basis of sex. 

1t 

HUMAN RIGHTS 
1. Implew.eatA.tion of the recommendations of the P1e,:.ddd1tial 

Comrnis["ion on Population Growth and the Amen ,-::en 'Future .. 
ln consonance with this study, all laws thdt. 2i_f.:ect a \.,.01.nan's 
right to decide her own reproductive and sexual life should 
be repealed. 

2. Passage of comprehensive child care legislation. 
3. Comprehensive legislation to provide preventive health care 

for all Americans, including provisions for maternity, 
abortion, and birth control aid regardless of age or 
marital status. 

4. An immediate and concerted effort to end hunger and malnu-
trition for all Americans. 

5 .. Fair treatment in housing to assure adequate shelter for 
all .Americans, giving special attention to the elimination 
of discriminatory practices against women and families 
headed by women. 

6. Reform of the criminal justice system, especially in those 
areas directly concerned with women. 

F.CONOMIC RIGHTS 
L Eliminat:ion of all tax inequities that affect women and 

children, such as higher taxes for single women. 
2~ Amendment of the Social Security Act to provide equitable 

retirement benefits for families with working wives, 
widows, women heads of households, and their children. 



3. Extension of temporary disability benefits to cover preg-
nancy, childbirth, miscarriage, abortion and recovery. 

4. Extension of equal pay, minimum wage, overtime and unem-
ployment insurance to cover all workers. 

5. Amendment of the Internal Revenue Code to permit families 
to deduct from gross income as a business expense reason-
able amounts paid for a housekeeper, nurse, or related 
service for care of children or disabled dependents. 

6. A guaranteed adequate income for all Americans .. 

NATIONAL COMMITMENT TO WOMEN 
1. Appointment of women to positions of top responsibility 

in all branches of the Federal government to achieve an 
equitable ratio of women and men. Such positions include 
Cabinet me~bers, agency heads, and Supreme Court justices. 

2. Inclusion of women advisors in equitable ratios on all 
government studies, commissions and hearings. 

3. Passage of the Women's Equality Act to implement the 
recommendations of the President's Task Force on Women's 
Rights and Responsibilities. 

4. Passage of the Women's Education Act of 1973 which 
authorizes the Secretary of HEW to make grants to conduct 
special educational programs and activities concerning 
wome:-.t. 

5. Enactment of legislation authorizing Federa1 grants on a 
matching basis for financing, State Coror.:n.sE-'icn.s on the 
Status of Women.18 

During the Democratic Platform Committee meeting 0n June 26, 

.Flora Crater, feminise and editor of The Woman AC"tivl.3t, o-ffer!.;tl an 

amendment. She stated, 

I am offering this amendment as a minimal expression to cor-
rect the injustice and violation done to women of this coun-
try by laws written and passed by men. I feel there should 
be no governmental interference in the right of a woman to 
control her reproductive life. 19 

19 

Her amendment read, "the right of women to control their owu repro-

ductive lives." It was to be included-in a section of the platform 

dealing with the Democratic party's commitment to resuming the march to 

equality. Ms. Crater's own explanation of what happened to the amend-

ment is given below. 

Shirley MacLaint, member from California, msdc the fol-
lowing substitute: I would like to offer a substitute motion 
to the amendment by Ms. Crater. 1 would like to state that 



the lack of a recommendation on abortion law reform violates 
the personal belief of myself as well as many of the other 
members of the committee~ We feel that it is a woman's 
right to control her own body, and therefore to abortion on 
demand. It is a basic human female freedom. Because it is 
a woman's basic freedom we must fight for and will fight for 
its recognition and win. And I, and others who share these 
feelings, intend to carry on that fight. But that fight 
should occur outside of the partisan distortions which would 
arise n a presidential campaign as they are here tonight. 
(Failed on roll call vote 41 to 59). Crater Amendment was 
then voted on and failed on hand vote 31 to 55. The follow-
ing minority report was filed the next morning by Jennifer 
Wilke, member from Alaska: 

MINORITY REPORT #7 

(III. Rights, Power and Social Justice) 

Addition to The Rights of Women, page III - 6: 

In matters relating to human reproduction, each person's 
right to privacy, freedom of choice and inci,,idna1 conscienc-e 
should be fully respected, consistent with relc-v1r..c Sup.ce-me 
Court decisions.20 

20 

In numerous statements both before and during the convention it became 

obvious that Ms. MacLaine' s motivatiun was primar:::..2./ to g:et ab0rti,w 

off the platform bE:!cause she feared it would hurt Ge0r~e 1-!cGo-v-er:1 t0 

have to campaign against Nixon with that plank in the platform. Her 

primary commitment was to see that McGovern was nominated and then that 

he not be burdened with such a controversial issue that could so 

handily be used against him in the campaigna The final draft of the 

women's plank, minus any mention of reproductive freedom, was proposed 

by the Platform Committee under the section on "Rights:, Power and 

Social Justice." 

During the week before the convention was to start, members of 

the NWPC met in Miami to plan strategy for the convention. 1~ey knew 

they v1ould be under-staffed, under-experienced and under-ftnanced coin-

pared with some other forces on the convention floorm They also knew 



that they would need to make a unified fight on two issues of impor-

tance to women at a minimum: 

1) any remaining challenges to delegations without enough women 

2) the minority reproductive freedom plank. 

One other potential show of woman power was the nomination of a woman 

for the Vice-Presidency.21 

As the convention got under way the first major accomplishment 

21 

of women became apparent in the number of women on the convention flooro 

In 1968 women had made up only about thirteen to fourteen percent of the 

delegations and had otherwise been seen mostly in the roles of official 

hostesses or of wives at luncheons. In 1972 Gloria Steinem commented 

as she surveyed the convention hall, "We've changed the pop:1lation 

here. It almosc ,}ooks like the country. n22 Women made up .about forty 

percent of the Democratic delegates in 1972. 

Meanwhile, OT"l a diet consisting primarily of wheat gerrr and YO€;Ur't::, 

the staff of the NWPC was keeping busy at headquart~r.s in tbe eetsy 

Ross Hotel. They made an attempt to contact at least one woman in each 

delegation and churned out many press releases expldining complicated 

issues and procedural questions. 

A brief discusslon of the women's issues on the convention flcor 

is given below. 

1) The South Carolina Challenge: The Women's Caucus chose the 

South Caro]ina challenge as their floor fight "partly because they 

were indeed under represented there, and partly because a victory would 

have established a definition of naffinnative action" that would have 

helped all traditionally excluded groups in the future."23 The women 

had worked for days to organize a floor structure tha~ could at least 
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contact most of the 1270 women delegates. The women had also received 

a pledge of support from McGovern on the issue. Unfortunately, the 

South Carolina challenge became entangled with the California challenge 

and was defeated by the McGovern forces. The question revolved around 

who Oyltled California's 271 delegates. McGovern, having won the June 6 

primary, had them all according to California's winner-take-all policy. 

In late June as the party's Credentials Committee was meeting, a 

stop-McGovern coalition was formed; some called it the A9B.M. movement 

for "Anybody But McGovern." They succeeded in nullifying California's 

winner-take-all rule, taking away 151 McGovern delegates and sending 

the fight to the convention floor. This play was expected to prevent 

McGovern from winning on the first ballot, and some tbo-;.15ht it ·might 

throw-the whole nomination open. On the floor the mat~e; narroued 

down to: 

Should McGovern's 120 delegates--the proportional share he 
was entitled to by winning 44% of the primary ·vote--be J.,er -
mitted to vote when the credentials question ca~e up? And 
what would constitute a majority on the question--the 1509 
needed to nominate or the 1433 that represented a majority 
after the contested California delegates were subtracted?24 

Larry O'Brien ruled that only a majority of those voting, not 1509, 

was necessary to decide credentials disputeso The important thing 

about the South Carolina challenge which preceded the California chal-

lenge on the floor was not to win or lose so narrowly that O'Brien's 

ruling on what constituted a majority would come up for a floor test 

during the South Carolina debate. If lt did, the 151--Anti-McGovern 

delegates would be eligible to vote on the issue. This would make 

McGoverovs strength on the key question abouc the California delegates 

much less when it came up on the convention floor than• if he could 

postpone the test until the California credentials case when the 151 
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would be ineligible.25 Consequently, when the South Carolina challenge 
I 

was being voted on Gary Hart, McGovern campaign manager, made the 

decision that South Carolina would have to be sacrificed in order to 

insure a California victory. The word was spread and McGovern dele-

gates began voting "no" on South Carolina. The final vote was 1557.75 

to 1429.05 against the women's challenge. 

2) The women's Plank: The women's plank of the platform passed 

with no difficulty. It was the first time in history that women's 

rights had been included in a major party platform. A copy of this 

plank can be found in Appendix A of this thesis. 

3) The challenge to the Chicago delegation of Mayor Daley which 

had far too few women, nnnorities and young people ·was passed. 

4) The Reproductive Freedom Plank: There wa~ r.::0:1.s1.d3rab:'..e 

pressure on the Women's Caucus to withdraw the minority plank on repro-

ductive freedom proposed by Jennifer Wilke.. The 1=Lrn.i< ci: u n\.,t me:1.t:.on 

the word abortion, but abortion was considered to be rhe. :is'J'J .. e :1nret:~ 

theless. The pressure to withdraw the plank came from both sides, 

from those who opposed abortion and from those who were for ic but did 

not wish to see McGovern saddled with it since it could be used 

against him in the campaign. However, the consensus of the meetings 

of women delegates held by the Caucus was to fight; in one vote taken, 

support for the plru1k ran 9 to 1. 26 Three women delegates spoke for 

the plank including Jennifer Wilke and Frances "Sissyn Farenthold who 

personally questions abortion but believes every woman has the right 

to decide for herself.27 Speaking against the plank were St. Louis 

Attorney Eugene Walsh, a right-to-lifer, and Shirley MacLaine who 

l~ft the vote to each delegate's conscience but jndicated her opinion 
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that the issue did not belong in the platform. The issue failed on the 

convention floor, but made a good showing. Political expediency once 

again caused McGovern to withdraw support. The final vote was 1101.+ 

voting yes, 1572.+ voting no, with 211.+ abstaining. 28 It is probable 

that the plank would have passed if it had retained support from the 

McGovern forces. It is interesting to speculate on the number of yes 

votes and abstentions and wonder if those votes were cast primarily 

by the women delegates. This author has been unable to find material 

to answer these questions. 

5) The Vice-Presidency: After initial confusion over whether or 

not to nominate Shirley Chisholm as a vice presidential candidate, the 

NWPC had one afternoon to launch a campaign for Slssy Farenthold. '.f·,€: 

Caucus was co~mitted to help Chisholm if she decided to run~ and tr.ev 

did not know until Thursday that she did not plan to run. Sissy had 

the support of some of the young people who helped run h<=r CF.1:'lpa."!.~n for 

the governorship in Texas, as well as that of Shirley Cti.:shc,Jw, ..:nr.n 

Kenneth Galbraith, Sam Houston Johnson (LBJ's brother) and several 

senators who were sympathetic to her cause but unwilling to make nomi-

nating speeches because Tom Eagleton was a fel]ow senator and McGovern's 

choice. It was a short campaign, only several hours really. Sissy 

was nominated by Gloria Steinem, spokeswoman of the NWPC. The second-

ing speeches were made by David Lopez representing the Spanish-

speaking caucus; Fannie Lou Hamer, a civil rights leader signifying 

the black caucus; and Allaid Lowenstein, an anti-war leader and advi-

ser to the Youth Caucus. 29 The other two vice-presidential candidates 

opposing Eaglecon were better known than Sissy and both had longer, 

stronger campaigns. In the final vote, however, Slssy came in second 
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only to Tom Eagleton winning 412 votes. 

In addition to the votes on the convention floor, women's politi·-

cal influence was evident in their greater visibility as delegates and 

on the podium. A child care center was established for the first 

time. There was at least one female reporter on a national network, 

and women at the convention received more media attention via tele-

vision and journalism than at any preceding convention. 

The Republican Convention 

Bobbie Greene Kilberg, a Republican and member of the National 

Woments Political Caucus Policy Council writing for the Washington Post, 

noted four accomplishments of women at the Republican Convention includ-

ing the women's plank, a section of the pJ ank con ernl.r,g day car<..., i!!th.'":.h 

discussion of the abortion issue among delegates eve11 rhct.tgh it ,,;-as not 

brought to the floor, and a strongly worded rule for p0s:.tive action 
t 

1.n seAk.ing part i :::ipation by woP1en and minority members .n: f u.t J .re dele-

gate selection processes.3O 

Many journal accounts about women's role at the G~O.P~ Convention 

spent considerable verbiage comparing them with the women at the Demo-

cratic Convention. Some felt that because Republican women were less 

flamboyant, they acc.omph.shed less. Others after comparing the Htyles 

of the two groups felt that each group accomplished much in their own 

way., Betty Friedan is quoted as saying,. "I'm a Democrat, but the 

emergence of women at this convention may be more important than what 

the women did at the Democratic Convention."31 Again an examination 

("lf thee-vents of the convention concerning women is in order. 

Five different women's groups testified before the Republican 

Party Platform Committee on t,.romen' s issues. One of them was the 
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National Council of Jewish Women. Patricia Burnett and JoAnn Gardner 

testified for the National Organization of Women. Copies of these two 

testimonies have been unavailable. 

Joy R. Simonson, President of the Interstate Association of 

Commissions on the Status of Uomen, testified in the name of that 

organization. She proposed ten planks which had been adopted by the 

Second Annual Conference of the IACSW in June of 1972. They follow: 

1. Equal Rights Amendment. An all-out effort to complete 
the ratification of this Amendment is essential for both 
its legal and psychological implications for full citizen-
ship for women. 

2. Federal and State laws which prohibit all forms of discrim-
ination must be vigorously enforced; the agencies charged 
with such enforcement must be adequately staffed and 
funded. 

3. Affirmative ~ction to appoint women and other tm~errepre-
sented groups to important positions in all branches of 
federDl and state governments is required. nte Republican 
Party .::hould also actively encourage members c,£ these 
groups to run for elective office at all levels. 

4. Legislative and adroi:rlistrative efforts to c0mbat 3exist 
stereotyping and inequalities in education ror all ags 
groups are important. 

5. Increased public support of quality child care progr~r::s, 
not limited tu welfare or low income familias shocld be 
provided. 

6. The Fair Labor Standards Act should promptly be extended 
to household workers and ~o state and local government 
employees. 

7. Tax and social security inequities should be eliminated. 
8. The American Revolution Bicentennial Commission and the 

State Commissions shou~d increase the involvement of women 
and should emphasize the history, contributions and concerns 
of women in all phases of the Bicentennial observances. 

9. The Women's Bureau of the De~artment of Labor, as the 
focal point of the Federal Government's concern for women, 
should be elevated in status and given increased resources 
with which to assist the women and women's organizations 
of the country. 

10. Federal 1natching grants and increased state funding to 
finance the work of the state Commissions on the Stacus 
of Women should be authorized.32 

Casey Eike from Lawrence, Kansas, as national president testified 

on behalf of the l:ntercollegiate Association of Women Students. In 
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her testimony, Ms. Eike praised President Nixon's accomplishments in 

the area of women's rjghts. She noted that her organization had 

endorsed The Report of the President's Task Force on Women's Rights and 

Responsibilities. Of the Task Force's recommendations, many had already 

been implemented, Ms. Eike said. Several others were to be considered 

of high priority to women and were suggested as part of the platform. 

They were: 

1. The establishment of an Office of Women's Rights and 
Responsibilities, whose Director would serve as a special 
assistant reporting directly to the President. This 
office should be concerned with the overall responsibi-
lity for Federal legislative and executive action in the 
area of equal rights and responsibilities for women, as 
well as the recruitment of women to policy-making posi-
tions. 

2. Elimiuation of sex discrimination in public P,ducation, 
such HS ln. the area of career education, com-rne1 ing, and 
optional courses. 

3. AmendmePL to Title II of the Civil Rights Acr 1)f 1064 to 
prohibit sex discrimination in public a~comodations. 

4. Amendmen~ of the Social Security Act to e4u~llz~ social 
security benefits for women workers, to prov1.:1E:. b.ar,afits 
to husbd.L:ds and widowers of disabled and dece...:tsed 1-,;r.:,nen 
workers, and to equalize benefits for families w:ith 
working wives. 

5. Amendment of the Internal Revenue Code to permit families 
in which both spouses are employed or one spouse is 
employed and one disabled, and families headed by a single 
person, to deduct from their gross income as a business 
expense some reasonable amount paid for a housekeeper, 
nurse, or institucion for care of children of disabled 
dependents .. 

6~ Enactment of legislation authorizi~g Federal grants 
matching basis for financing State Commissions on the 
Status of Women. 

7., Establishment of Priorities for women in manpower train-
ing programs along with a guarantee that all training pro-
grams are non-discriminatory in terms of numbers of women 
involved and job opportunities provided. 

8. The Republican Party should lead in the drive foe rati-
fication of the ERA by p]edging technical and financial 
assistance to the states for changing t:heir laws toe.om-
ply with Equal Rights Amendment. 33 

Ms. Eike also included as a part 0£ her speech a discussion of other 

priority concerns for young women voters including more high level 



appointments for women in capacities such as agency heads, Cabinet 

members, and Supreme Court justices; gave nment funded child care 

facilities; and the rights for women to determine their own reproduc-

tive lives. 34 
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The testimony for the National Women's Political Caucus was given 

by its Republican spokeswoman, Jill Ruckelshaus. The plank proposed 

by the Caucus included: 

1. Elimination of all economic discrimination, especially 
in the areas of credit and consumer rights; 

2. Provision for comprehensive public and private child 
care and development programs; 

3. Repeal of laws that restrict the right of every woman 
to determine her own reproductive life; 

4. Rdtification of the Equal Rights Amendment; and 
5. A national commitment by the Republican Party fo full 

participation at all levels in the polit:!.cal process. 35 

Each of these planks was explained at length ,with exar:1.,les c,f -:he 

problems and specific recommendations. 

Prior to the convention, all women delegates a.LC: alterna:_i vei:, 

received a mailing from the 11w'PC informing them of tJ>e p11rpose r;,f the 

Caucus and where NWPC headquarters would be located during the conven-

tion. The cover letter encouraged women to support the NWPC women's 

plank by contacting platform committee members. Included in the mailing 

,ms a copy of the proposed plank and a list of Platform Committee 

members. The copy of the proposed plank was identical to the one 

printed in The v~~n Activist in July, 1972 for both parties and was a 

condensed version of the Ruckelshaus testimony. 

The National Women's Political Caucus staff and Republican members 

descended on Miami a week before the convention began as had their 

Democratic counterparts. They began sending out press .releases, and 

by the time the women delegaces arrived, the Caucus had prepared 



29 

numerous printed items to be distributed. (It is presumed that similar 

material was prepared for the Democratic women delegates, but such 

material was not available to this author)~ Material received by the 

women delegates either by mail or at convention registration included 

delegate selection statistics, the women's plank, a list of Platform 

Committee members, a Miami Fact Sheet, a WEDS information sheet on 

"How a Proposed Rule Becomes a Party Law," an article on "Women and 

the Platform," and the report of the Delegates and Organizations (D .. o.) 

Committee. WEDS also provided a booklet for the delegates which con-

tained information on the convention committees, the agenda, the pro-

posed rule modificatjons, the women's plank, lists of committee mem-

bers, the percentage of women in each state's delegation, and some 

information about the Equal Rights Amendment. Jt a] <?o t:;a\r€ a 1 ist of 

events to be held of particular interest to women such as the following: 

August :o, 

August 21 

August 24 
August 23 

11:30-1 p.m. 

8 a.m. 

9: 30-12 noon 
10-12 noon 
10-12 noon 

2-5 p.m. 

NWPC: WomenrR Causes 1 72, 
All women attr:ndiac?- the con-
vention invited. 
Breakfast Honoring Women 
Candidates 
Women's Workshops 
Women of Achievement Brm1ch 
Women in Politics Workshop 
Reception, National Federation 
of Republican Women. 36 

The Women of Acheivement Brunch received considerable criticism from 

feminists who found the narration by Pat Boone and Mrs. Sammy Davis, Jr. 

puerile and offensiv8. 37 The women being honored were modeling period 

costumes of other women of acheivement in historJ. There was a 

luacheon for women held at the Democratic ConventJon also which was 

criticized by Germaine Greer, but the mention of it was not nearly so 

consistent as was that of the Republican brunch~ 



Even without party delegate selection guidelines such as the 

Democrats had, the percentage of women delegates at the Republican 

Convention increased from seventeen percent in 1968 to thirty percent 

in 1972. Three states, Arkansas, North Dakota and South Dakota, had 

fifty percent women delegates while thirteen more states were repre-

sented by forty and forty-five percent women. 38 

Unlike the Democratic Convention, very little in the way of 

issues was fought out on the convention floor. It was a quiet, amen-

able convention, a show of party unity and support for the incumbent 

President. However, four issues of concern to women were fought out 

behind the scenes before and during the convention. 
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1) The women's plank: Slightly over half of th~ 1,<ronen's rigr .. ts 

plank of the Republican Platform is in praise of the Nixon Adrdn::!_stra-

tion' s efforts on women's behalf. Another section concerns day care and 

is follo-wed by a list of pledges from the Republ:i can paJ:"ly for con-

tinued progress for women's rights. A copy of t.he Re pub ii can Pl 3.t-

form' s women's plank is to be found in Appendix B. 

2) Child Care: A major triumph was won by Republican women on 

the issue of child care. The original draft of the platform made no 

positive mention of day care programs beyond the tax deduction provi-

sions which are already law. The final draft, however, states, 

We believe the primary responsibility for a child's care 
and upbringing lies with the family. However, we recognize 
that for economic and many other reasons many parents requlre 
assistance in the care of their children. 

To help meet this need, we favor the development of pub-
licly or privately run, voluntary, comprehensive, quality day 
care services, locally controlled but federally assisted, 
with the requirement that the recipients of these services 
will pay their fair share of the costs according to their 
ability. 

We oppose ill-considered proposals, incapable of being 



administered effectively, which would heavily engage the 
Federal Government in this area. 39 

Nixon vetoed one comprehensive child care bill and is known to oppose 
I 
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involving the Federal goveinment in day care programs because he feels 

it may tend to weaken the family. The woman primarily responsible 

for pushing the Platform Connnittee to endorse the strong pledge was 

Congresswoman Peggy Heckler. She spent many hours working over ninety-

six drafts of the proposal and negotiating with the White House and 

with the other Platform Committee members. She finally succeeded with 

this proposal and won a promise from Platform Chairman John Rhodes to 

co-sponsor a child care measure with her as well. 40 

3) Abortion: Evidently, there were not as many women at the 

Republican Conventi.,)n who were as strongly in favor 0£ a.1rnrt1on being 

included in the wome~'s plank as were in the Democrat~c ra~ka. First, 

since Nixon is known to be against abortion such a c~ st:.se 'K'.:mld ha1Te 

been embarrassing tu him. Second, it could have caused disharmony on. 

the convention floor which wolld have clashed considerably wlth the 

other peaceful proceedings. However, the issue was discussed in Sub-

committee II and the full Platform Committee. Also a group of thirty-

five to forty women delegates were fotmd who supported the notion that 

abortion is a matter for personal decision. They could have brought 

the matter to the floor but decided not to because it would be dis-

loyal to Nixon41 and would also give right-to-life opposition a prime 

television time forum. 42 One of these women, Biddy Hurlbutt of Tonga-

noxie, Kansas, said in a later intet:-view that she had been disappointed. 

She said Jill Ruckelshaus protnised at a women's meeting on issues on 

Wednesday morning that the abortion issue could be heard on the floor. 

Ms. Hurlbutt commented that she telt it did not come up because the 
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administration "didn't want any dissension and they didn't really want 

it discussed. 1143 Consequently~ the time for the women's plank on r:he 

floor was taken up with other issues than abortion; nevercheless, the 

issue faired not much worse at the Republican Convention than at the 

earlier Democratic Convention. 

4) Rule #32: Convention Rule 32 contains the anti-discrimination 

clause of the Republican Party Rules. The NWPC proposed amending the 

clause to include sex so that it would read, 

(a) ••• each State shall take p0sitive action to acheive 
the broadest possible participation by everyone in party 
affairs, including such participation by women, young peo-
ple, minority and heritage groups, and senior citizens in 
the delegate selection process. 44 

The women also supported another clause recommended hy the Delegates 

and Organizations (D.O.) Committee which said, 

(c) .•• Each state shall endeavor to have equdl representa-
tion of mE-n znd women in its delegation to tbe Rep~bli:!a..'1. 
National Cor:vention. 45 

These were the two clauses eventually adopted by the Lill con.'12ntion c,n 

August 22. However, ':-,hen the Rules Committee work was completed on 

August 16 the words "positive action" were missing and in their place 

was the phrase 11strlve to acheive." A member of the NWPC Policy Coun-

cil explained the importance of restoring "positive action" as follows: 

Thus, while we had gained specific reference and targetlng 
of women, youth, minorities, ethnic grouos and senior citi-
zens in the delegate selection process, we had lost important 
action words that would requir~ a strong effort at the inclu-
sion of those groups. While "positive action"--as a synonym 
for "affirmative actionn--had a legal and legislative histe,ry 
outside the party framework, ,11 strive to acheive" had none, 
and tha~ suited the opposition just fine.46 

Ms. Kilberg explai.ns that the change occurred on August 16 while the 

Rule was being retyped. She says it left the meeting room reading 

"positive action" and returned reading "strive to acheive." It was 



then passed while many who voted did not realize the change had been 

made or did not understand the importance of the original wording. 

She says, 

In seeking and winning a restoration of the stronger language 
in the Convention Rules Committee and its acceptance by the 
Convention itself, we found that we had the votes of both 
the real reformers and those who were royally miffed &t the 
thought of someone having pulled a fast one on them. 41 

Women of Note at the Two Conventions 
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It goes without saying that with so many women present at the con-

ventions it would be impossible to mention all of them or even to take 

note of all the ones who received mention in the media. The purpose 

of this section then will be to give some information about some of the 

most prominenL women at the conventions and to make no~e of women rm~-

ning for national offices. 

At the Republican Convention there were three women oth2r tban 

Pat Nixon and her daughters who received the mos-c attention anc. pi:.r-

haps got the most done. They were Anne Armstrong, Jill Ruckelshaus 

and Margaret Heckler. Anne Armstrong was co-chairperson of the Repub-

lican National Committee. A Republican from Texas, she was the first 

woman ever to give a keynote address at a m~jor national political con-

vention. Her address was, in large part, an appeal to win over dis-

enchanted Democrats to the Republican ticket. She was a good person co 

make the appeal since she is herself a Republican convert; she became 

a Republican when she married wealthy Texas rancher Tobin Annstrong. 48 

Jill Ruckelshaus is a Catholic mother of five and the wife of the 

director of the Environmental Protection Agency. T.hese roles alone 

however would not have carried her to naU onal prominence. She is 

also a member of the NWPC Policy Council and ,;,,as the NWPC spokeswoman 
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to the Republican Convention. 49 

Margaret "Peggy" Heckler is a Congresswomdn for Massachusetts. 

She received most notice because of her very determined fight in the 

Platfonn Committee for a child care clause in the women's rights plank.SO 

Women at the Democratic Convention were more vocal and more numer-

ous than the Republicans. There are, therefore, more of them to men-

tion here. The woman perhaps most in the spotlight was the Convention's 

co-chairperson, Yvonne Brathwaite. She is a black attorney from East 

Los Angeles and has been a state legislator. She ran in the 1972 

election for Congress from the 37th Congressional District and won that 

race. She is a supporter of child care legislation and of women's 

right to abortion through the first six months of pregnancy. She so:1ght 

t d · ' f 11 k f · · f ' . r; l ou an gainer, support o we nown ennnists or n~t." camp::ngn. 

Jean Wesu-rnod of Utah was of note primarily because as McGovern is 

choice she was elected to follow Lawrence O v Brie.n d.s chc~i:rpsr.sor:. of 

the Democratic ~atlo11aJ Committee.. After McGovern ts ,1ei~a'!:. i=bs \,as 

replaced in that office. 

Actress Shirley MacLaine was prominent both at the convention and 

indeed throughout the campaign. Beginning in late 1971 she worked as 

an unpaid, full-time volunteer and worked herself into a position of 

trust. McGovern ~onsulted with her and made her co-chairperson with 

Bella Abzug of McGovern's Advisory Council on tiomen. She raised funds, 

contributed funds, traveled for and with McGoven1, made -speeches to 

large groups and met with smaller groups for living-room coffees. At 

the convention she was a McGovern delegate from California and helped 
r 

in the fight to keep abortion off the platform for which Ehe came under 

considerable attack from some of the more issue-oriented women of the 
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feminist persuasion.52 

Betty Friedan, referred to occasionally by some feminists as "the 

mother of us all," was present at both conventions. She is a Democrat 

and took an active part in the women's caucus meetings of the Demo-

cratic women. She was at the Republican Convention observing for 

McCall's magazine but attempted to wield some influence among the 

women there, too, especially encouraging the abortion issue. She has 

been a leader of hhe women's movement for years and is sometimes cre-

dited with rekindling it in 1963 with the publication of her book, 

The Feminine Mystique. She was the organizer and first president of the 

National Organization of Women and one of the conveners of the National 

Women's Political Caucus. 

Gloria Steinem has been known in politica] clrcJ es for yea::·s a 

She was well known in the Kennedy era as part of that set prior to her 

fem:i.nist awakening. She is a journalist and one' of the er5.itors of tb·.: 

feminist masazine Mse She has been acquainted with ~IcGo~ern for ye2cs 

and gave considerable fund raising support to his campaign. She sup-

ported Shirley Chisholm' 9 campaign wherever Chisholm was running in 

pr:imaries and McGovern wherever Chisholm was not in the running. 53 

Mso Steinem was a convenor of the NWPC in 1971, is a member of its 

Policy Council and was the Caucus's spokeswoman at the Democratic 

Convention .. 

Bella Abzug was elected to Congress from New York City's Nine-

teenth District in 1970. Before the 1972 election N.Y.C. was redis-

tricted, and her district was no more. She ran against Congressman 

Willi.3.In Ryan in the Twentieth District and lost the primary. Before 

the e]ection, however, Ryan died of cancer and Bella won over Ryan's 



widow in the election. She has received considerable media attention 

due to her appearance, style and general flamboyance. Feminists 

believe however that Bella's legislative accomplishments have been 

glossed over because "she operated outside, in spite of, and often 

54 against hhe fraternal system" of Congress. Concentration on her 
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personality allowed her effectiveness to be discounted. She is a 

feminist leader, convenor of the NWPC and a membeI of its Policy Coun-

cil. She served with Shirley MacLaine as Co-chairperson of McGovern's 

Advisory Council on Women. She strongly supported women's issues at 

the convention even when it came to a choice between the issues and the 

candidate of her choice. 

Two women ran in the primaries of the Democratic Pa~ty in 1972. 

They were Congresswoman Patsy Mink of Hawaii and Congress,.,rn:n'.m SL::. 

Chisholm of NEw York. Congresswoman Mink's candidacy received much 

less attentioL than di<l Ms. Chisholm's perhaps b2cause Cl1J st .. olr-; "3 

support was stronger-.. Chisholm had the support of ttie ferninJ ... ;ts b;J.d 

some of the black voters. She is herself a black woman, a coqvenoI of 

the NWPC and member of the Policy Council. She has said, 

I've met much more discrimination as a woman than as a b]ack 
in politics. There is a basic discrimination against women 
in politics. Men do not fear women se, but they fear 
women with ability. Women are going to have to do the same 
thing blacks have--rise up--get rid of the albatross of white 
male role expectations around our necks. 55 

She was in the running primarily to be a force pushing the other can-

didates to the left since there seemed to be so much pressure toward 

the right~ Her o~m statement of declaration of her candidacy perhaps 

best explains why she Ian. 

I am a candidate for the Presidency of the United States. 
I make that statement proudly, in the full knowledge that, 



as a black person and as a female person, I do not have a 
chance of actually gaining that office in this election 
year. I make that statement seriously, knowing that my can-
didacy itself can change the face and future of American 
politics--that it will be important to the needs and hopes 
of every one of 6ou--even though, in the conventional sense, 
I will not win.5 
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Ms. Chisholm's role in the convention was not a large one. She was on 

hand to display party unity by appearing with George McGovern on the 

podium after his acceptance speech. She chose not to allow her name to 

be put in nomination for the vice-presidency by the NWPC but endorsed 

the candidacy of Sissy Farenthold. 

Frances Tarleton Farenthold, best kno,,m as Sissy, was elected to 

the Texas legislature in 1968. She became associated with and a leader 

of reform politics in Texas. She says of her experience ::-he.re, "A 

lot has happened in four years. If the1.e had been a flace fo-r me in 

the system, I'd have worked in it."57 She went her own way in Austin 

because there was not a place for her in politics-as-~s~al, but sbe 

says there are some advantages to thm: because now sh~ 1s not depe11dl'.;;:tlt 

on the system. In 1971 Sissy decided to run for governor in Texas. 

She surprised a lot of people in the primary by coming in second over 

Lt. Governor Ben Barnes. Her opponent in the run-off was Dolph Briscoe, 

a former legislator and millionaire ranchero She feels it was finances 

that was the biggest obstacle to her becoming governor. Briscoe 

spent two million dullars while her campaign expenditures were around 

$600,000. She says the first reaction is ridicule, people take you 

lightly because you are a woman. 58 She fo1md this co be true even in 

her own familyo She also feels that women, because they relate to 

dominant white men rather than to minority status, ncan move back 

and forth so we don't identify with our own plight,"59 but for her, 



being a woman gives greater understanding of and empathy with those 

minority groups who suffer even greater barriers. Her campaign in 

Texas came from a coalition of young people, blacks, and Chicanos, 
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with strong backing from several labor unions. At the convention Sissy 

was leading the McGovern faction of the Texas delegation. Her nomina-

tion as a vice-presidential candidate was more than a gesture of 

feminist strength. There were good reasons for choosing her. 

Even the skeptical male press) many of whom would not 
have covered the Farenthold announcement at all had it not 
accidentally followed Eagleton's, was impressed with Sissy's 
record and qualifications. McGovern had chosen Eagleton 
partly for his ticket-balancing qualities: he was a 
Catholic from a border Southern state who had good relations 
with labor and was an impressive campaigner. Sissy could 
duplicate each of these advantages, and was no more obscure 
at the national level than Eagleton himself. I'urtbermo·-e, 
she had r,ut together a coalition of wo1T1en, black.s, Chic.awJs, 
young pecple and workers--exactly the sort of tLciditicnally 
excluded groups that McGove.cn woulJ have to forge into a 
politica.l force if he were to win. "If she can do it in 
Texas, n one of the reporters admir:ted grudgingly, "o~--:.e cA.n 
do it anywhere~n60 

Sissy is no longer nationaJ ly obscure. Her su:rp--risu~g F 1:ret.t.gth 

brought her in second to Eagleton and surpassing two men whose efforts 

at the nomination had gone on for months. Since that time she has been 

elected to the top office of the National Women's Political Caucuso 

It should be briefly noted that one other woman was running for 

the office of Presioent of the United States. Linda Jenness was the 

presidential nominee of the Socialist Workers Partyo She was nominated 

at their national convention in August, 1971. She and her running mate, 

Andrew Pulley, a black activist, got more than 500,000 signatures on 

the petitions necessary to put them on the ballot in twenty-three states 

and the Distrlct of Columbia. Feminism was a big part of Ms. Jenness's 

campaign. She supporte<l universal child care, elimination of job dis-



crimination, and put special stress on abortion as the "cornerstone 

struggle in the Women's Movement today." 61 
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One final comment about the women at the conventions should be 

made. One male reporter at the Democratic Convention noted that it is 

not the big names who know what political power is all about. It is 

the women who were elected to their states' delegations, who voted for 

a candidate even at the sacrifice of an issue; these women are where 

real woman power comes from. 62 It is the opinion of this author that 

woman have gained much in the political arena; all women, the delegates, 

the nationally known feminist leaders, and women totally divorced 

from the political process have gained some new awarenesses because of 

what happened in Miami in July and August.. These .;,;,.;rarenesses as we 1 l 

as women's setbacks w-tll be discussed in the final sE.cti:::,"1 of thi t!hct -

ter. 

Evaluation 

It can perhaps be said that not much in the way of tangible results. 

was ga.ined by women in politics in 1972. Certainly Germaine Greer indi-

cates this in her major article about the Democratic Convention for 

Harper'so Other people have looked at the setbacks women suffered and 

questioned what was accomplished. For instance, it has been suggested 

that it would have been at least courteous and perhaps quite sensible 

for McGovern to offer the vice-presidency to Sissy Farenthold afteT 

Eagleton was removed from the ticket since she was the convention's 

d h . 63 secon c oice. The other major setback for women was the fact that 

rep:!:"oductive freedom was not permitted into either party's pla.tform. 

This setback is especially irom.c in ,light of a Gallup Poll taken in 

August of 1972 which indicated that sixty-four percent of all Americans 
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are in favor of legalized abortion. Even Catholics in the sample 
64 approved by fifty-six percent. Reproductive freedom is, of course, 

much more than tqe right to have an abortion. It applies to all aspects 

of birth control, sterilization, and choice of sexual partner. As 

Gloria Steinem notes, the issue "has become distorted, emotionalized, 

and nearly irmnune to cormnon sense. So far, the courts have proved to 

be more concerned with the rights of women than have political leaders. 1165 

She points out the diversity of the issue and says, "By focusing on 

abortion alone, it also obscures the related issues involved in govern-

ment interference in our reproductive and sexual lives."66 The 

reproductive freedom plank failed in both conventions; Nixon opposes 

abortion; McGovern hedged on the issue; but even so scme gains have been 

made. One jcurnalist points out that abortion aiJ0ve all el.se is 

politicizing uomen and teaching them the power tactics politics seems 

to requir~e She says, 

Men have always used their vote directly to nDp,ove the 
quality of their own lives ••• o Up until now, by contrast, 
women have demanded nothing strictly for themselves. The 
most they ever asked was better schools for their chlldren. 
They had the vote for over 50 years without really using it, 
without understanding its ~ower. Through abortion reform 
they begin to understand. 6 

Thus it appears that even this apparent setback can be seen as a 

valuable lesson in politics for women. 

In other ways women as a group still have much to learn about 

politics. Shana Alexander's analysis of the situatioa takes note of 

women's lack of confidence in the political arena. She also quescions, 

How can women be so righteously~ passionately committed to 
the cause of po·wer-to-the-powerless, and at the same time 
be individually so turned on to power themselves? Perhaps 
the answer is that all women--"liberated" women and 11 lea.-
ders11 especially--are more like men than some sisters care 
to admit. Machismo may indeed be a dirty word, as Gloria 



once suggested. But the most important lesson for women 
in 1972 is to lea1u that female sexism, the urge to bawl 
male-chauvinist-pig, is equally obscene. Only a female 
chauvinist pig does that. 68 
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Betty Friedan simply notes that women at both conventions were too 

inexperienced to acheive all they hoped for or wield all the power of 

which they are capable. 69 A problem the women faced was the decision 

between candidate and issues., At the two conventions this decision was 

solved in different ways by different women. Particularly at the Demo-

cratic Convention where the effort was to challenge an incumbent, some 

women voted against issues to which they were personally committed in 

order to elect a candidate they liked. Others put issues first. 

Gloria Steinem supported McGovern and yet felt that issues had to come 

first for women$ One of her articles points to another problem and 

another lesson women need still to lean1. 

There must be some ever-changing middle grour1d b1:;tween 
being a 'J'indless mechanic in the service 0£ 9. car:.didat~ and 
organizjng around issues to bring outside pre&sur2 ,o ~~aro 
I had done first one., then the other. 'The issw.=s r.c.ust he 
more important than the candidate. But, like all of us who 
have so much at stake in this election, I'll have to find a 
way to both pressure and communicate. I'll have to find the 
difference between courage and pride.70 

Not all the women at the conventions would call themselves femi-

nists. Some of the women in the delegacions did not attend caucus 

meetings for women. Some were put on their delegations to satisfy the 

party guidelines far delegate selection not because they were qualified 

but because of who they were married to. Nevertheless, many women who 

would not consider themselves feminists attended caucus meetings. 

Some cooperated with feminist strategy; others were not interested. 

Among Democrdts some felt the feminist objective should be to elect 

McGovern. Others sought to put issues first. A1Tiong Republicans some 



put re-electing Nixon first on the basis of his record on women's job 

opportunities. Others sought to challenge the party on the issues in 

which it had been weak. Some women at the conventions went virtually 

untouched by women's issues or by the activities of the National 
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Women's Political Caucus. Certainly there were women at each convention 

who would not care to acknowledge the influence of the NWPC on their 

decision process if it was there. Others were actively participating 

with women's issues in mind. Such diversity can only strengthen the 

participation of women in the long run. No one expects a]l women to 

adopt one, solid bloc wiwh a unified approach and opinion. What is 

expected and desired is that women take their place in ehe volitical 

process in proportion to their strength in the population. A be3in-

ning toward that goal was made at the conventions of 1972. 

The media has described 1972 as the Year of the Woman ln politics~ 

That in itself has had its effects on the future of wcrr.E.n in p,.1lit; 1:.f>. 

Because of the activities of the NWPC and other g~oups, the ~ublic ~L, 

least became aware of the inequities that have discriminated against 

women and minority groups in the past in delegate selection and other 

areas. Both parties have passed reforms that will substancially help 

alleviate these troubles in the future. Finally, the groundwork has 

been laid not only for more women in the delegations with less pressure 

and threat of challenge but also for more influence by women, feminists 

and others, and women's issues. 
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CHAPTER III 

THE CAM1:AIGNS 

Women were not as obvious a force in the campaigns of President 

Nixon and Senator McGovern as they were at the conventions, nor were 

women's issues as influential and prominent as feminists had hoped. 

Nevertheless, each of the parties attempted to represent their First 

Lady nominee as a new kind of woman with a special, important role in 

a campaign and an administration. Campaign literature for each cardi-

date also att!::!mpted to appeal to women voters. This du.peer cont.air..s 

an examination of the roles of Pat Nixcn and Eleanor McGovern in the 

Cdropaigns and an evaluation of the campaign literature an.d S!)eecbes of 

each candidate that directly appealed to women. 

The Role of the Candidates' Wives 

The Nixon campaign was based primarily on two strategies. The 

first was to stress the President's record, to represent him as compe-

tent and responsible, while keeping him personally off the campaign 

trail as much as possible. The other strategy was to show McGovern as 

a radical challenger to the basic American institutionso The plan was 

explained as folowws: 

The President plans to stay on the job. He wtll leave the 
rest of the work to what are called "presidential surrogate~s": 
a collection of Cabinet heads, Congressmen~ and others who 
will carry the Nixon messageo They will act as shields in 
the basic strategy: keep Richard Nixon the ~resident from 
having to answer George McGoven1 the challenger. No debates 
on television, no debates in the press, stick to the issues 
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and to what Republican strategists characterize--and intend 
to exploit--as the McGovern challenge to America's basic 
institutions.I 
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The McGovern campaign, on the other hand, was primarily based on 

a comparison of personalities. The strategy was to tap a "general 

resentment against the powerlessness of individuals and the power of 

big Government, business and labor" by portraying Nixon as "the 

champion of bigness" and the Administration as "deceptive, secretive 

and unwilling to 'level with the people'. 11 2 By contrast McGovern was 

to be shown as more sincere, more candid and receptive to new ideas, 

and generally more trustworthy. 

The differences in the general strategies of the two campaigns 

seem to be reflected in the media images and the campaigning of Pat 
l 

Nixon and Eleanor McGovern. Jane Muskie once reflec~cd during an 

interview that "the First Lady accurately mirrors her time. 11 3 Of Pat 

Nixon, Mrs. Muc,kie said that she had at first pers,:nified only v1ife an.J 

mother, "but, more recently, probably responding to the new pnliticar, 

awareness of women, has begun to take on a more active image. n4 The 

interview took place during the priroaries when Senator Muskie was stjJl 

in the running for the Democratic nomination. Mrs. Muskie took an 

active role in campaigning, interpreting her husband's views and poli-

cies as well as expressing her own. The author notes, 

Not many men in hjgh office and seeking even higher would 
put their own careers on the line by sending their wives 
out to tangle with the public and the press on the gut 
issues of our time. EleRnor McGovern ••• is the only 
other wife of a presidential hopeful who is holding forth 
on her own in the same way as Jane Muskie--and it is ~rob-
ably no accidenc that the two women are good friends. 

The Republican National Convention paid tribute to Pat Nixon in 

a ten minute film narrated by actor Jimmy Stewart. She received thun-
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derous applause following the film and reportedly charmed the conven-

tion, the press and the crowds in Miami$ Her daughter, Tricia Cox, 

reported that her mother had always been outgoing, vivacious, talented 

and capable, but most reports of her indicate a change in her since 

she entered the W11ite House. She is more confident and less diffident. 

As the President's wife she has traveled as a special emissary to 

Africa and Peru and accompanied Mro Nixon on his historic visits to 

China and Russia., She herself claims that she has not changed but has 

simply received more news coverage as First Lady than she did in the 

past. 6 She, along with her two daughters, Tricia Cox and Julie Eisen-

hower, were a big part of the team of "presidential surrogates" who 

hit the campaign trail right after the convention. 

The emphasis of the campaigning of the three Nixon wofllC"1 ,--13.s tl-L~ 

youth and women's votes. Julie Eisenhower particularly made a strong 

pitch for the youth vote, and all three womem ewFhR.si'..":cd the Ad:rdn::.-

stration' s program to recruit women to top Govercnen!: jobs- 7 Their 

job was to "take the White House to the people." They worked separ-

ately for the most part with occasional joint appearances. Pat also 

joined with her husband for a few of the biggest events. She dealt on 

occasion with issues raised by questioners but stuck carefully to her 

husband's positions. On her first solo-campaign tour she visited 

seven states in six days including Illinois, Monta~a, Wyoming~ Califor-

nia, Oklahoma, and Texas. She was present for the commemoration of the 

100th anniversary of Yellowstone National Park, part of che Oklahoma 

state fair, and the dedication of a cornerstone co Mr. Nixon's late 

mother at a California retirement village. 8 She kept a busy schedule 

and, for the most part, was well received and considered highly effec-

tive .. 
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Sissy Farenthold, in an interview by this author, was asked, "In 

your opinion is Eleanor McGovern really a new brand of politician's 

wife or was that image c~eated for the sake of getting the vote of 'the 

new woman'?" She responded that to her Mrs. McGovern appeared to be 

"incredibly disciplined and very sharp--very much her own person. n 9 

This description seems to be borne out in the journal descriptions of 

Eleanor McGovern's activities during almost two years of the McGovern 

campaign. Senator McGovern declared for the presidency early in 1971, 

and there began immediately rugged campaigning ln the states where 

primaries were to be held. 

Eleanor McGovern has been a campaigner for years. She managed 

her husband's flrst House race in 1956 and took over the ]962 SeLc..1te 

campaign when McGovern got hepatitis just three weeks b;::,fs,re r.he el£:c-• 

tion. In the Presidential campaign she traveled more thdn half a mil-

lion miles, w.rot:e most of her own speeches and de£.lf~ w~!:..h ..L'l'T•portant 

polid cal issues l:ike Vietnam and corruption in goverrm~'1L lO She 

was the first wife of a presidentlal candidate ever to be interviewed 

on NBC's "Meet the Press," 11 She campaigned four or five days a week 

from the beginning except for a brief enforced rest stop in the hos-

pital in October, 1972, when her taxing schedl!1e finally woce her down. 

The rest of the McGovern family also did some campaigning. 

Daughter Ann, Mrs. Wilbur Mead, spent three to ~our days a week at the 

job. 12 The McGoverns have five children, two son-in-laws and three 

grdnd-children. The family has been described as including, 

a school dropout; a would-be school dropout; a college stu-
dent who's been arrested for possession of n1dn..j uana; a one_. 
time self-proclaimed "Socialist revolutionary"; a young 
woman deeply into woNen's lib; a convert to Cdtholicism; 
an ex-Marine Vietnam veteran; a talented musician; a would-be 



poet; a bubblingly happy nursing mother; and three bouncing 
young grandsons.13 

It has been suggested that it is the problems they have faced as a 

family that helped McGovern identify with youth. 

It is obvious that of the two candidates McGovern was the first 

choice of most feminists. It is also true that Eleanor McGovern was 

more active on the important issue-level of campaigning than Pat 
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Nixon. She pledged to be au activist First Lady which must have been 

pleasing to feminists, but at the same time she was not all they hoped 

for either. She described her role as serving as her husband's 

alter-ego. She said, "I can say things about him that he can't say 

himself. I cdn talk about his strength of character, his commitmeut .. " 14 

Of the wife's role in politics she said, "1 think ,.;rj ves are exp::.cted 

to talk more about the issues nowadays,,nlS Eleavor McGovern's favorite 

issue dealt with "the importance of child-care cePtPi:-s a;.,d early 

enrichment for our most deprived youngsters, an are& i~ wr..ic~ J am 

passionately interested., 11 16 

A comparison of the two women seems to indicate thac both are at 

home ·with campaigning and enjoy it., Both are content to be supporters 

of their husband's careers. Eleanor McGovern dealt more directly 

with the issues and gave her own opinions even when they differed 

with the Senator's. This issue orientation and challenge of the pre-

sent administration was in line with general strategy of the entire 

McGovern campaign. Pat Nixon on the other hand, reported knowing very 

little of most of the issues about which she received questions. This 

also seems fitting in light cf the overall campaign strategy followed 

by the Republicans. Mrs. McGovern came closer to pleasing the femi-

nists even though she firmly believes in a mother staying home with 
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young children, an opinion not entirely acceptable to hard-core femi-

nists. However, the impact of both candidate's wives probably reached 

much closer to the majority of American women voters, the wives, 

mothers, housewives who could identify with Pat and Eleanor as m0thers 

and wives at the same time admiring the two women for their campaign 

activities, charm and political consciousness. 

Campaign Literature and Speeches 

The campaign literature available through each parcy's headquar-

ters also reflected the general strategies of the respectiYe c.:.rnpai gns. 

Almost every piece of literature from the Republican pa1ty cor..cerning 

women dealt with past accoroplishments. Promises were few and very 

general. On tbe oLher hand, McGovern literature emphasized. twc tl1ings 

F lrst, McGovern's pA.st record on women's iss1..:es was s c1.<2.bse .i, espccial~L:1 

as compared with Ni}..0,1' s which was shown as less outst2nd1r.f! than the 

Republican literature indicated., Secondly, the Democrat: i r: 1i-rE:..r:::r:t:r>:! 

made more promises and those more specifi~ than the Repub~icdn pledges. 

Examples of the literature of bot:h candidat:es is furcher examined below. 

Materials received from the Republican party include several cam-

paign brochures on wvme.n; letter and fact shee1= on Nixon accomplish-

ments for women from Anne Armstrong, Vice-chairverson of the Republi-

can Hational Coll.rr.ittee; the report of the C_i_ti2.en's Advisory Council on 

the Status of Women; and numerous fact sheeLs from and articles ,;:1.bout 

Barbara FrankBn, Special Staff Assistant -co the President. for the 

recruitment of women for federal jobs. 

In April of 1971 President Nixon took three steps to help plac8 

more women in top jobs in the Federal government. He directed the 

heads of executive departments and agencies to develop a.Ld implement 
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action plans to attract and place more women in top and middle manage-

ment positions in the Federal government. He appointed Barbara Hackman 

Franklin to establish a talent bank of women from all over the country 

to fill openings in policy-making positions. Finally, he appointed 

Jayne Baker Spain the first woman in ten years to be Commissioner and 

Vice-Chairman of the Civil Service Commission and asked her to do 

everything possible to see that women in the career Civil Service are 

guaranteed equal opportunity for employment and advancement. 17 In 

addition one Republican National Committee brochure outlined other 

Nixon acheivements .. In July, ]969, Nixon ordered his top officials to 

hire more women for high level federal positions. In August of that 

same year he issued an Executive Order restating the pri~ciple of 

equal employment opportunity in the goveYnment~ In O~tober, 1969, 

he set up a Tesk Force on Women's Rights and Responsibilities. 18 The 

same brochure emphasized that Nixon was in st1.pport of d1.2 i1assa.gE. of 

the Equal Rights Arrieadrnent, Two other campaj_gn br0.::huxss ca1led 

"Women to Wi.n" emphasize 0 Phase I; How to Recruit Women Candidates" 

and "Phase II: How to Win With Women Candidaces .. " 

Information received both from the Republican National Committee 

and from Barbara Franklin puts considerable stress on the firsts 

accomplished fov- women in the Nixon administrationc Some of the women 

most often mentioned as Nixon appointees are Helen D. Bentley, chair-

person of che Federal Maritime Commission; Catherine May Bedell, 

Chairperson, U.S. Tariff Commission; Dra Dixy Lee Ray, member, Atomic 

Energy Com.mission; Isabel Burgess, member:. National Transportation 

Safety Board; Eileen Donovan, UuS. Ambassador to Barbados; Nancy Hanks, 

chairperson, National Endowment for the Arts; Patricia R. Hitt, 
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Assistant Secretary of HEW for Community and Field Services; Virginia 

Knauer, Special Assistant to the President for Consumer Affairs; 

Elizabeth Koontz, Director, Women's Bureau, Labor Department; Charlotte 

T. Reid~ Commissioner, Federal Communications Commission; Marina von 

Neuman Whitman, member, Council of Economic Advisers; and, of course, 

Jayne B. Spain and Barbara Franklin. Nixon named the first woman 

admiral and the first Army and Air Force brigadier gene~als. Cam-

paign material points out that more than half of these appointees hold 

positions never before held by women. 19 The complete list of appointees 

is considerably longer, but these are some of the appointees most 

often mentioned in the literature. 

Other women's issues were dealt with very little ju the Repub~ 

lican campaign literature. Child care is mentio,1ed ir:. sw,,;reral bro-

chures in only enough length to say: 

The President's record is clear. He has proposed strong 
ch.i.ld care provisions for families as part o-f t'-12 V1•2!1~3.r~ 
Reform Act H. R., 1, now awaiting action by Cung-::sss. }je h :,.s 
also supported and signed into law the Revenue Act of 1971 
which allows tax deductions for child care in middle and 
low income families. 20 

Other issues of concern to women were nowhere specifically mentioned. 

Campaign material for the Democratic Party came primarily from 

the McGovern for President organization and the Women's Caucus of the 

United Auto Workers whose Vice-President, Olga Madar, is a member of 

the National Women's Political Caucus Policy Couucil. In accordance 

with the flavor of the whole campaign, the Democratic literature 

emphasizes the past record of Senator McGovern on women's issues and 

favorably compares McGovern's record with Nixon's. 

In a letter to prospective contributors McGovern is credited with 

the following explanation of his reasons for the kind of campaign he 
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I realize it is unprecedented for a presidential candidate 
to make such detailed, specific proposalse I realize it 
has made me a much easier target for the opposition than if 
I had confined my public statements to safe generalities, as 
candidates usually do. But I feel that 1972 is a turning 
point in the affairs of this nation. It is a cime when we 
must decide what kind of people we are, and what kind of 
country we want. Suih a time demands concrete proposals 
and a clear choice~ 2 
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This statement was made in reference to McGovern's economic proposals, 

but the content applies equally to women's issues and others. 

From the material available it would appear tQat McGovern had 

more women actively involved in key campaign positions than Nixon. A 

National Women's Advisory Council for McGovern-Shriver in '72 was 

organized with Bella Abzug and Shirley MacLaine as co-cha:!.n10:::-1en, 

Xandra Kayden as Executive Director and Anne Martirdel] a~ Depcty 

Campaign Director. In addition, Amanda Smith and Penny Addis served 

consecutively as women's rights co-ordinator for t:i-u::-t orgar:.i zation. 

The aim of that position was to increase McGovern-Sh~ l_-.·er feri.1.:1.J.st 

press coverage and "to help get the National Women's Advisory Council 

operating in each state to insure women's participation in the campaign 

at all levels and to insure that McGovern's position on issues of con-

cern to women 1.s made knovm to all of us women voters. 1122 In the 

Republican literature received by this author no mention was made of 

attempts to influence or be in contact with femin1sts. By contrast, 

McGovern's campaign structure actively included well-known feminists 

and sought to reach feminists and all of their concerns in addition to 

reaching other women '""7ho would not identify themselves with the femi-

nist cause. Another indication of this was an article sent to this 

author by the McGovern for President committee entitled "C.,.loria Steinem 
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Aids McGovern's Cause" which states, "Beyond her speeches, Miss 

Steinem is a symbol of a general effort by the McGovern campaign to 

support the women's movement and its organizational resources in all 

23 the primary states. H 

The McGovern appeal to the women's vote was much stionger in the 

campaign literature than Nixon's. He emphasized a greater number of 

women's issues while Nixon concentra~ed on employment alone, espe-

cially his accomplishments in employment in top Federal government 

jobs of highly educated, capable, middle to upper class women. 

McGovern's literature emphasized day care more and gave emphasis to 

other issues like welfare, educational discrimination and the prob-

lems of older women. 

At least partly because of the Nixon strategy 0f n.voiding open 

debate during the campaign, McGovern's literature attempts to fulfill 

this purpose. Much of it emphasizes the differencts oeciN'een Nixon 

and McGovern's records on women's issues. Examples of 1be cmnparisom:. 

from the Democratic campaign literature follows. 

Women in Higher Education 

Nixon: The Nixon Administration 
has not implemented the recom-
mendations of the President's 
Task Force on Women 1 s Rights and 
Responsibillties that would have 
extended equal pdy provisions to 
executive, administrative and 
professional employees and would 
have established a Women 1 s Unit 
in the Office of Education. The 
Administration has also failed to 
enforce an Executive Order 11375 
which forbids sex discrimination 
in institucions receiving federal 
contracts. 

McGovern: McGovern endorsed the 
Task Force recommendations and 
co-sponsored the Women's Equal-
ity Act which was designed to 
implement them. He urged strong 
enforcement of Executive Order 
11375~ He co-sponsored an amend-
ment to the Public Health Ser-
vices Act forbidding sex discrim-
ination by medical schools. He 
co-sponsored the Omnibus Educa-
tion Amendments Act of 1971 
which would prohibit distribution 
of federal funds to schools that 
are biased in admission or edu-
cational ppliciess He proposes 
if elected to up-grade the Office 



of Educatton to full Cablnet-
level status and pledges to 
name a woman to head up the new 
department,. 24 
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Day Care 

Nixon: In 1969, Nixon called for 
a "national commitment to provide 
all American children an oppor-
tunity for a healthful and stim-
ulating development during their · 
first five years of life." He 
did not initiate such a program, 
but Congress did. That legisla-
tion would have provided for three 
of the five million day care 
places currently needed and 
would have assured comprehensive 
services for both pre-school and 
school children. The President 
vetoed he bill clajming it was 
fiscally irresponsible, adcini-
stratively um,orkable, and would 
"weaken" family structure. 

McGovern: The Senaror has con-
sistently and actively worked 
for the extension of comprehen-
sive day care facilities for chil-

, dren of all economic levels. He 
co-sponsored the Comprehensive 
Child Development Act and called 
the veto a "shameful treatment of 
millions of Americans" noting 
that the veto "makes impossible 
our hopes to enable the working 
poor to provide more adequately 
for their children." McGovern 
pledged himself to quality day 
care in a McGovern admiI1 istrat:ton. 

The Problems of Older Wo1nen 

Nixon: After four years of 
Nixon women's Social Security 
benefits remain 20% below those 
of men. 

McGoven1: 1he CdPrp;::iip.;a litera-
ture indicate.J su:c,por t f c,r t.he 
Kennedy-Mills plans for health 
care. McGovern advocated equal 
Social Security benefits for 
men and women, and called for the 
extension of benefits to widows 
aged 62. 

On Equal Employment 

Nixon: Nixon prevented the 
Equal Employment Opportunity 
Corrrmission from enforcing 
women's rights. 

!fcGoven1: McGovern fought to 
give the Equal Empl0yment Oppor-
tunity Commission power to 
ensure the civil rights of women. 

On tJomen' s Rights 

Nixon: Nixon ignored che 
Equal Rights Amendment in his 
1972 State of the Union address. 

McGovern: McGovern co-sponsored 
the Equal Rights Amendment in the 
Senateo 

On Women in Government 

Nixon: Nixon had 150 chances McGovern: McGoverri took the 



to appoint women to Federal 
Judgeships. He appointed one. 
He had five chances to nomi-
nate a woman to the Supreme 
Court. He has nominated five 
men. He has no women in his 
Cabinet. He had four years 
to fill top administrative 
posts with women. After three 
years, only 150 out of the 
10,000 supervisory posts were 
held by women. 
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leadership in opening up the 
Democratic Party to equal repre-
sentation for women. He has 
pledged to appoint a woman to 
the U.S. Supreme Court. He is 
committed to appoint women to 
his Cabinet. He nominated the 
first woman ever to lead a 
national ~glitical party--Jean 
Westwood. 

It is apparent from the above comparisons that even in the area 

Republicans emphasized as their strength, the Democrats were critical 

and pledged to do better. Specific McGovern pledges to women included 

appointing women to the Cabinet as Agency and Bureau heads; choosing a 

woman for the Supreme Court which he urged Nixon to do in the past; 

naming women to the National Security Council; sending 2. ~-11.JL1dD anibassa-

dor to the U. N.; elevating the Women's Bureau of the Department of 

Labor to the status of an independent Women rs Emp1o:,ment AdiJ.Li.nistratin"'J. 

with its own Assistant Secretary of Labor; appointing a Spec:ial A:.,sfs .. 

tant to the President for Women's Rights; supporting comprehensive 

child care; and ending che tokenism of the present Administration 

by promoting women to full equality with men at all levels of the 

Federal government.26 

From the_Women's Caucus of the United Auto Workers this author 

received a packet of material including one article from the Detroit 

Free Press and one from The Detroit News reporting McGovern's cam-

paign vjsit and speech in that city on October 25, 1972; a list of 

"McGovern vs Promise to Women'' from the Michigan Labor Committee for 

McGovern-Shri·Jer; a comparison of the Nixon and McGovern records on 

women's issues called "Women Can Make the Difference: McGovern vs. 

Nixon"; a bulletin called "A Special Message to Richard Nixon. • . 11 



outlining women's dissatisfactions; and two speeches made by McGovern 

addressed specifically to women. A comparison of Nixon and McGovern 

addresses to women follows. 
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There is no evidence in Public Papers of the Presidents of the 

United States: Richard Nixon, 1971 and 1972 or Weekly Compilation of 

Presidential Documents that President Nixon made any speeches addressing 

and concerning women that could be called campaign speeches during the 

time following the Republican Convention and before the election. Dur-

ing 1971 and 1972 there are several brief statements and two major 

addresses concerning women. A listing of some of the most pertinent 

statements and addresses to or about women made during 1971 or 1972 

follows: 

April 3, 1971---Statement about Policy on Abortion at Milica::y B-3.se 
Hospitals in the United States. 

April 21, 1971---Memorandum About Women in Governnent :::or the Heads 
of Executive Departments and Agenc1es. 

June 1, 1971---Text of Nixon's June 1 televised news conference. in 
Nixon: The Third Year of His Presidency, section on 
the employment of women. 

July 9, 1971---Message about the Death of Dorothy Elston Kabis. 

August 6, 1971---Remarks to Delegates to the Girls Nation Annual 
Convention. 

September 20, 1971---Statement Announcing Nomination of Romana AQ 
Banuelos as Treasurer of the United States. 

October 22, 1971---Remarks at the Convention of the National Feder-
ation of ~epublican Women. 

January 2, 1972---Columbia Broadcasting System Intervjew, The Pres-
ident's Conversation with Dan Rather. 

January 20, 1972---The State of the Union: The President's Message 
to Congress .. 

February 10, 1972---National Center for Voluntary Action: The 
President's Remarks at the Center's First 
Annual Awards Dinner. 



March 18, 1972---Letter notifying Senate Minority Leader Hugh Scott 
of his support of HJ Res 208 (the Equal Rights 
Amendment). 

April 28, 1972---Status of Women in the Administration. 

August 22, 1972---Arrival at Miami, Florida: The President's Remarks 
Upon Arrival at Miami International Airport to 
Attend the Republican National Convention. 

August 23, 1972---Acceptance Speech as published in U.S. News and 
World Report, September 4, 1972. 

August 26, 1972---Women's Rights Day Proclamation 4147. 

September 21, 1972---Advisory Committee on the Economic Role of 
Women. 

From even a brief analysis of excerpts from these speeches it is 

obvious that the audience Mro Nixon hoped to reach did not include 

60 

feminists.. He was concerned 'to show women that he b .?..l ieves trey shc1uld 

have equal opportunities, but his emphasis WdS almost al\vays en Lhe 

issues that sp~ak to a large majority of American women who are house-

wives or who d.re in careers and feeling sex disc-.::-i.n:inat.i.cin. le pay ar1d 

promotion opportUi..""lities. He not only neglected 111any fE:ri11..r.u ... 1::,-:: issues 

but treated some issues directly opposite to the way feminists hoped .. 

His statement of April 3, 1971, is a good example. Most feminists 

want repeal of laws which restrict anyone's sexual and reproductive 

life to include laws on sterilization, birth control, permissible 

sexual activities, and abortion. They are not satisfied with the 

policy taken by both Nixon and McGovern that the matter of abortion 

should be left to the states@ They want the laws repealed in every 

state and feel the federal court system should back that as constitu-

tionally right. Nixon's statement directed thaL the policy on abor-

tion on military bases should coincide with the laws of the states 

where the bases are located. This was a reversal of regulations issued 



the previous summer which had liberalized the rules on abortion in 

military hospitals. About abortion Nixon said: 

From personal and religious beliefs I consider abortion an 
unacceptable form of population control. Further, unre-
stricted abortion policies, or abortion on demand, I can-
not square with my personal belief in the sanctity of human 
life--including the life of the yet unborn. 

A good and generous people will not opt, in my view, for 
this ind of alternative to its social dilemmas. Rather, it 
will open its hearts and homes to the unwanted children of 
its owni as it has done for the unwanted millions of other 
lands. 2 
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Such a statement from any man flies in the face of feminists. They 

might argue that the United States has not, in fact, accepted, much 

less opened its heart, to illegitimate children, nor is it just for 

those in power, men who cannot get pregnant, to make and maintain Jaws-

which force these not generally in power, women in thi3 cdse .. to con-

tinue unwanted pregnancies. 

An examination of the language of Mr. Nixon's st.:-n:ements about 

women from a feminist viewpoint again puts him 1.r.. an unfa"'vorab} e. l 1 

Fenu.nists do not want to be called "ladies," a word which Nixon uses 

repeatedly in referring to women. Most feminists prefer the use of 

"Ms." to "Miss" or "Mrs." Nixon has said, nr guess I am a little 

old-fashioned, but I prefer the 'Miss' or 'Mrs~' But if they want to 

do it the other way, of course, we accept it. I can assure you some of 

the things that have come in letters are quite amusing." 28 Nixon's 

use of language cannot be safely generalized to indicare an attitude 

toward wom~n's liberation. He can probably not be attacked in this 

i.nstance even though the use of "Ms .. " is a feminist preference because 

it is indeed a matter of personal choice. The inclusion of the last 

sentence, however, which seems to indicate a less than respectful and 
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slightly flippant attitude toward the women's movement does not do him 

credit. 

President Nixon's statements show a definite lack of understanding 

of the purposes and meaning of the Women's Liberation Movement. He 

seems to believe that the movement encourages women not to be wives and 

mothers, that feminists do not believe wives and mothers make a contri-

bution to society. That is not the position of feminism, but an 

example of Nixon's misunderstanding followso In addressing delegates 

to the Girl's Nation Annual Convention he said, 

I am convinced that you will play a role. Some of you may 
be tempted to think, "Unless I play a role of spending my 
whole time in politics or business, in other words, unless I 
become like a man"--and this is what our Women's Lib people 
might say--"thcn I really haven't done my share." 

Don't you believe it e There are millions of ,-..10,u.e:..1 ln. th::..s 
country who, without ever running for office, witn~ct ~ver 
becoming involved ln business full time, have an influence on 
the country as homemakers, as wives, and as mothers, that is 
perhaps fnr than most of the men. 

Don't ever downgrdde that. It is terribly i1:r.1-•m. u_nt, d.nd 
I just know as I look at this group that you are. goJ..ng to be 
fine Americans in the years ahead. 29 

In the same speech he said, 

A woman has this advantage over a man: that she can exert 
leadership without ever being elected to office, without 
ever holding a position. I refer to the influence that a 
woman can have in her home, the influence that she has over 
her children3 the influence, of course, that she has over 
her husband. O 

In fa~rness it must be noted that Nixon also said several th1ngs in 

his speech of which feminists would approve. He noted that women are 

important politically because th~y are the greater number of potential 

voters~ He noted that many women hold active and responsible positions 

in government. Most importantl), he noted the national and world 

leaders who are women as illustration of his point that leadership 

does not come in tenns of whether one happens to be male or female. 
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The statement most often quoted in Republican campaign literature about 

Nixon's view of women's role in society also cdme from this speech. It 

follows: 

In the United States today we have got to have the best peo-
ple in positions of leadership. We have got to look beyond 
all of the usual tests that we make, and if a woman has that 
capacity, we want her. We want women in the House; we want 
them in the Senate; we want them in government positions; we 
want them in elected positions everywhere. 31 

While approving of Nixon's appointments of women and of statements 

such as this, most feminists would remain critical ot Nixon's misunder-

standing of the women's cause. There is not a single speech in which 

he discusses women's potential leadership role in society that does 

not include a counter about the importance of women as wives and 

mothers based on his perception that women's llber&tiow. is enc..ouragi:i;; 

women to abandon those roles in favor of becoming ''11 .. Ke. men .. u That is, 

of course, not the case. Feminists might siI11ply argue tna~ w0rr.e11 have 

received more than adequate encouragement and sociaJ~zation for the 

roles of wife and mother and need much more encouragement to express 

their strengths by individual and organizational political efforto 

Women do not need more reinforcement from the highest office in the 

land for the roles they have been brought up to fulfill. He makes 

the same error by feminist terms in his speech to the National Center 

for Voluntary Action. Noting that at least half of the people pre-

sent at the Center's first annual Awards Dinner were women~ Nixon 

said, "There is no area in which the women of America can render 

gre<:1.ter service to their country than in the field of volunceerism."32 

Thjs in itself is not an offensive statement except insofar as volun-

tary action has been a traditional avenue for women, and in a society 

that seemingly values only work that is paid for, feminists would 
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encourage women to think highly enough of themselves and what they 

can do, including housework and the raising of children, to seek and 

expect pay for it. Nixon, however, compounds his error with this 

statement: "We are proud of what the men have done, people like Henry 

Ford and Ted Etherington. We recognize that they stand up here and 

they may make the speeches and bows, but we realize that women do the 

work, and we thank them for doing it. 1133 That is exactly the situa-

tion out of which women's liberation and specific organizations such 

as the National omen's Political Caucus were formedo Women were 

tired of doing the work and watching the men make the speeches and 

bows. If women are doing the work, they want more than thanks; they 

want recognition equal to the share they have contributed. 

To Nixon's discredit from a feminist viewpoint ie tbe tact that 

he did not mention women's issues in his acceptance speech in Miami. 

He thanked the:.. Convention for jts tributes to Pat Nlxon, and he 

criticized the proposal of quotas to assure non-d:;.scrirrdnati.cn, b::t 

these were the only mention of women or women's issues in the spcech. 34 

In Nixon's favor is the letter sent to Senate Minority Leader Hugh 

Scott on March 18, 1972, just four days before the passage of the 

Equal Rights Amendment by the Senate which mentions that in 1951 he had 

co-sponsored a resolution supporting an equal rights amendment and 

states, "Throughout 21 years I have not altered my belief that equal 

rights for women warrant a constitutional guarantee--and I therefore 

continue to favor the enactment of the constitutional amendment to 

achei ve this goal." 35 

These issues, however, are probably not prominent in the con-

sciousnesses of most American women voters. They are most interested 
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in only three areas of feminist concern: job discrimination, equal 

opportunity for advancement, and equal pay for equal work. In these 

areas Nixon's appeal was stronger. As has been noted, in April, 1971, 

Nixon took several steps to insure greater participation by women in 

governmental departments and agencies. He made numerous appointments 

of women to top level jobs. Though most feminists chose McGovern as 

their candidate, many Republican women, even feminists, decided that 

a man with such a record deserved votes and a chance to do even better 

in a second administraiion. Others questioned the statistics. It 

would appear that statistics are also a political game. The inter-

pretation makes considerable difference. For example, one might say 

as Nixon did in the 1972 State of the Union Message to Congress: 

Within the Government, more women have been df)J..,ointea. to 
high posts than ever before ••• The number of women 
appointed to high-level Federal positions bas more than 
doubled-q-and the number of women in Federal rr..iddl~, :nnnage--
ment posi ions has also increased dramatic;3,lly. :fore 
women than ever before have been appointed ~o Presided-
tial boards and commissions. Our vigorous program r.o 
recruit more women for Federal service will be continued and 
intensified in the coming year. 36 

On the other hand, opponents might interpret the st&tistics and say: 

MrQ President, women make up more than 50 percent of the 
population, but it seems that men have a lot of the top 
Goven1ment jobs. Out of the top 10,000 Federal supervisory 
posts, only 150 are filled by women, and in 2-½ years you 
have appointed only 200 women to Federal jobs, 62 of them 
in one single arts commission.37 

It is impossible to distill such conflict:ing interpretations in order 

to expose either attitudes or the truth of such situations. It can be 

said on behalf of Nixon that some efforts have been made and he has 

shown action to fulfill pledges such as the following: 

There are many women who are the best qualified people 
for jobs in Government, and wherever we can get women to 



take those jobs, they will be appointed. 
I have asked my staff--and particularly in this case we 

have Miss Franklin working on this--to give me any recommen-
dations that they possibly can that will bring qualified 
women into Government, because finding qualified people is 
very difficult and we don't want to rule out such a great 
source of qualified people as the women provide.38 

That his primary target audience did not apparently inc de feminists 

in the long run did not harm Nixon politically and was probably of 

little concern to people other than feminists themselves. 
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After Shirley Chisholm who, of course, never really ha a chance 

for the Democratic nomination, George McGovern was the choice of most 

feminists although some Republican feminists, as was noted before, 

chose to vote for a sure thing rather than an unknown. McGovern's cam-

paign literature included copies of three speechea made by him in 

1971 as printed in the Congressional Record. 0:ie was atm1t "Wor.-,en in 

Medical Education" made .July 15, 1971. Another, made August 6, 1971 

concerned "Equality for Women in Higher Education 11 in 1,•hi.ch iie sa1.n, 

I hope that before the end of the 92nd Congress ::1-,e U. :=;,. 
Constitution will be amended to outlaw all discrimination 
on grollllds of sex. Until such time as the equal rights 
amendment is passed, there is available to us another effec-
tive way of fighting discrimination. I urge my colleagues 
to take every opportunity to prohibit Federal fm,<ling of 
sex discrimination. While amending individual bills in no 
way reduces the need for the constitutional amendwent, it 
does provide at least a step-by-step attack giving women 
equality in at least those areas covered by the specific 
bills.39 

After outlining some of the blatantly discriminatory acts against 

women in higher education~ McGovern continued, 11 1 urge the passaee of 

this amendment to assure that no funds from S. 659, the Omnibus Educa-

tion Amendments Act of 1971, be extended to any institution that 

practices biased admissions or educational policies. 1140 

In June of 1971 McGovern, who was already campaigning, addressed 
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the Women's National Democratic Club. In that address he mildly cri-

ticized Nixon for ignoring the report of his own Task Force on Women's 

Rights and Responsibilities. He then outlined the promises to women 

in a McGovern administration. They included a woman on the Supreme 

Court, a woman as ambassador to the United Nations, and women in the 

Cb . t d h N . l S · C ·1 41 a ine an on t e ationa ecurity ounci. 

Also on July 15, 1971, McGovern made another ddress in the 

Senate called "Equal Rights for Women." It is a comprehensive look 

at many of the problems women face. He dealt with numerous i sues 

and made a proposal for the solution of each one. Examples follow. 

Issues 

Job and Pay Discrimination 

The conflict becween Federal 
laws which prohibit sex dis-
crimination and state laws 
which permit it. 

A woman may claim only par-
tial tax deductions for the 
care of her children while 
she is at work .. 

Good child care for children. 

Higher Education Discrimina-
tion. 

Proposed Solution 

The Equal £111ployment Commission 
must be e:npcweren to e1:1fore.e 
Title VII of Lhe 196~ Civii 
Rights Act: in cases er sex dis-
crimination. 

Passage of tr.e Equal Ri~hts 
Amendment \JOuld 2li1Hn,;-.r.E. .:'l:i~ 
problem. 

Anyone below a certain income 
level who must pay for child care 
in order to work should be able 
to deduct from gross income the 
full cost of a housekeepeL or 
school for preschool children. 

Passage of ~he Comprehensive Child 
Development Act of 1971. 

Federal fnnds should not go to 
any institution that discrimi-
nates against women in admissions, 
hiring, promotion or salary. 

McGovern also indicaced that Social Security Inequities must be resolved 

and encouraged passage of So 2185 3 the Women's Equality Act, which he 

co-sponsored to implement many of the recommendations from the Task 



Force on ,Women's Rights and Responsibilities.42 

McGovern made two comments in that speech which indicated a 

much clearer understanding on his part of women's issues than Nixon 

demonstrated. His understanding of the thoroughness with which women 

are brought to accept restricted life styles and opportunities is 

demonstrated in the following statemnnt. 

The barrier that restricts a woman's life is invisible, 
based on unspoken assumptions. It is like a gJass wall. 
First grade readers show boys making things while their 
sisters watch helplessly but admiringly .. Studies of the 
three major readers show they mention 144 adult careers for 
a boy to dream of, and only 24 for a girl. By the time a 
girl reaches the working world, she may accept that it is 
quite reasonable that a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Barnard 
College must take a typing test to get a job. And it often 
does not occur to the man who hires her to consider her for 
the jobs that he is trying to find men to fiH .. l 3 

McGovern further demonstrated his superlor understanc.fr~z cf wo::nen' s 

dilemma by criticizing some of the statistics of which Nixon was so 

proud. He said: 

In 1968, women held 1. 03 percent of the Federal jobs pay-
ing over $30,000. Now they occupy 1.04 percent. It is 
obvious that the Presdient has no concept of the serious-
ness of this problem. 

But he has instructed his staff to give m~ any recom-
mendations they possibly can that will bring qualified 
women into Government~ 

This reiteration of the phrase "qualified women" shows 
how far behind the times he is. It implies that a qualified 
woman is hard to find, an assumption that is not only 
offensive, but wrong, And 1.t further implies that if no 
woman is appoim:ed, it is because none is qualified. Cer-
tainly no one is suggesting he hire unqualified women. 44 

McGovern's concern covered a wi.der scope of the problems considered 

to be women's issues than Nixon's. He also demonstrated more subtle 

understanding of the reasons for the existence of the women's move-

ment. 

On October 25, 1972, McGovern addressed a crowd at a Women's 
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Rally sponsored by Southeastern Michigan Women's Advisory Council for 

McGovern/Shriver. His speech has been called the most comprehensive 

speech on issues of concern to women ever made by a major presidential 

candidate in the history of our country. The speech is primarily a 

criticism of the Nixon administration and demonstration of how "women 

have felt as much as any group in the nation the impact of the Nixon 

administration's failures and favors for the few." 45 McGovern demon-

strated some knowledge of the history of feminism by discussing the 

accomplishments of Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Sojourner Truth. He 

said, "The greatest women in our national history have always stood 

for what is best in our national character. rr 46 McGoven1' s critique 

of Nixon began as follows: 

Mr., Nixon and his re-election colfuuittee do nor bt=1J.eve 
that women care about serious questions or are c2pable of 
understanding them. In fact, the GOP politi.cal manual pro-
f1.des detailed instructions for the wives of CF::.ndi d:n:es on 
,'=-verythin2; from how to dress to a warning aga1.nst d:iscuesing 
the issues. It makes one wonder what instrucri~•L:i t. 11(:y 

would have for the husbands of Bella Abzug, Shir:c,,r Ci-::.ishoL:n 
and Martha Griffithso But more important, ic indicates this 
administration's stunning ignorance of women's demand for a 
full role in the life and leadership of the country. 

So unlike Richard Nixon, who categorically refuses to 
face the issues, and sends out female surrogates who are 
advised to avoid the issues, I have come here to lk with 
you about the great questions of 1972. 47 

Once again the scope of McGovernYs concern for women was great. 

The first issue discussed was peace. Concerning women and peace 

McGovern said: 

And here, as in so many areas, women pay a heavy pr.ice 
for the Nixon policies. Thousands of them have buried sons 
or husbands who have come home from Indochina--not in glory 
to the cheers of a grateful country--but in coffins to the 
bitter tears of friends and families. And other women won-
der and worry whether the men they love will ever return 
from the pri&on cells of Hanoi. They have a right to demand 
peace, because prisoners are freed only when a war is over. 



What pain there must be f~r these women in the Nixon slo-
gan of "Four More Years." 8 

Concerning the economy McGovern stressed the role of women as 

consumers who have suffered from "blatant pandering to big money 

interests at the expense of the workers and consumers. 1149 He said: 

And the Nixon inflation has hurt you in another way. It 
has been used by the Nixon administration as an excuse to 
oppose and veto domestic programs that are vital to the coun-
try, and especially to women. Mr. Nixon has vetoed three 
bills to provide funds for the education of your children. 
He has vetoed three bills to provide health care for our sons 
and daughters and for the rest of us. He has opposed higher 
minimum wage and the extension of minimum wage coverage to 
household domestics. 

At the same time, the unemployment rate for women incredsed 
from less than 4% in 1969 to 5.7% in July 1972 •• 
•••••••o••••••e••••o••••••••••• 

Mr. Nixon's economic advisors now say that -::he b; gh rate of 
unemploy,nent is not significant because most of ::re-. 7Jn211Jpl0yed. 
are young people or women. I cannot imagj:ie that this argu-
ment is persuasive to the families of working w orae.n. !-O 

McGovern discussed the problems of elderly women due tc ir:.eq 11:i table. 

Social SecrriLy benefits.. He also discussed again cbe pro~~en's C}f 

job and pay discrimination and his proposals for dealing with these 

difficulties. Finally under the whole area of economic justice he 

dealt with child care and his past record on adequate child care pro-

posals .. 
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The final major question McGovern dealt with concerned human 

rights. He c.ci..ticized Nixon for not challenging the state legislatures 

to pass the Equal Rights Amendment. He said he agreed with Nixon that 

a quota system is not the best way to secure equality. He also 

favored a merit system, but said of Nixon., "Does he really believe that 

there is not one woman, one Jew, one Black or one Polish-American who 

merits appointment to the Supreme Court or to his cabinet? 1151 McGovern 
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concluded his speech with an emphasis on how much women had at stake 

in the 1972 election and the importance of renewing "the American com-

mitment to the ideal of liberty and justice for all."52 

This speech like others is typical of the McGovern campaign 

rhetoric. He appealed to dll those who have received minority treat-

ment. He attempted to show understanding of women's problems. He 

criticized the Nixon record and pledged in rather specific terms to do 

better in a McGovern administration. 
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CHAPTER IV 

FEMINIST OPINION ON THE CANDIDATES AND CA.i'\fPAIGNS 

As was mentioned in the first chapter, feminism is a self-defini-

tional term and the large majority of women in the United States are 

not feminists. Nevertheless, much of what has been accomplished by 

women in recent years has been organized and led by feminists. For 

that reason alone it is importanc to examine feminist literature for 

an understanding of the feminist viewpoint about the two candidates 

for president in the 1972 campaigns. 

Four publications were examined for feminist commentary about the 

candidates. They were ~s., The Spokeswoman, The Wo~an AcLiv:st> and 

Women Today. It "'~as dis covered that }'lo!llen Toddy is not au opi niou-

oriented publication. It's stated purpose is to be a national clearing-

house for information. The Spokeswoman seems to serve much the same 

purpose. It gives news, not opinions, on the formation of women's 

political organizations and campaign coverage of anti-racist, anti-

sexist candidates. Little was discovered in either of these two publi-

cations to indicate the feminist v1.ewpoint except by 1nference. Both 

The Woman Activist dnd Ms. are more direct in expressing opinion and 

were therefore more helpful for this purpose. 

Several women's organizations conducted interviews with Nixon 

and the major contenders £or the Democratic nomination. One of the 

first such interviews reported appeared in Ms. jn the spring issue of 
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1972. In explaining their purpose and methods, the authors state: 

After all, actLons are based on character and emotion at 
least as much as on intellect and facts; perhaps more. 
It's the whole person who will live in the White House and 
it's the whole person we must try to find. What do the 
candidates think about women? Just as important, how 
dependent are they as people on the traditional 'masculine' 
role? 

To find the answers, we sent out a questionnaire on a wide 
range of women's concerns, as well as recording the candidates' 
answers and attitudes during our interviews with them. We also 
researched their voting records, statements by them, and state-
ments about them. 1 
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They put the information on each candidate into th~ee categories with 

the highest score being 5 positive(+) and the lowest being 5 negative 

(-). A zero on the chart they say means "just that: a big nothing. 112 

The categories were as follows: 

1) Taking Women Seriously: includes both pol: ticdl and personal 
attitudes. 

2) Making Waves: a quality of independence -- fine sentiments 
aren't much good without the courage to challenge the status quo. 

3) The Machismo Factor: this cacegory is tr1 t1,•o p-:1.rt.i:.:; (:::.) I,-er-
sonal re3ect1.on of the traditional masculine role end (b) cpposlt~03 
to milicarism and violence. 3 

A chart of the results of this survey follows. 

Taking Women Making Machismo Machismo 
Seriously Waves Factor (a) Factor (b) 

Chisholm 4½+ 4+ 4t 4+ 

Humphrey 0 4- 0 3-

Jack.son 3-11-- 4- 3- 4½-

Kennedy 1- l½+ ½- 2½+ 

Lindsay ]+ 2+ ½- 31-

McCarthy 3½+ 4+ 3½+ 4½+ 

Mccloskey l½t 3+ 1½+ 3+ 

McGovern 3½+ 4+ 3½+ 4½+ 

Mills ½+ 3- ½+ ½+ 
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Taking Women Making Machismo Machismo 
Seriously Waves Factor (a) Factor (b) 

Muskie 2+ 1+ 1- l+ 

Nixon 5- 4- 5- 4½-

Shirley Chisholm received the highest total score as might be 

expected from a feminist viewpoint. McCarthy and McGovern tied with 

the second most positive ratings. Nixon's score was the most negative. 

Because primary interest is in the two ultimate cdndidates, a closer 

look at the explanation of results on McGovern and Nixon follows. 

McGovern did not grant the women an interview but was neverthe-

less seen in a favorable light due mostly LO his past record and 

speeches. On "Taking Women Seriously" the authors cite McGovern's, 

campaign promises to women as favorable. They also appro,1ed the fa.ct 

that he was the first cdndidate to urge Nixon to appoint a woman to 

the Supreme Court when a vacancy occurred, eve.n s·.1g6es tiu5 -:wt_l-..~t: 

qualified women. They L10te that McGovern ref us eC::. a11 1;1vi tad UH to 

the prestigious but all-male Gridiron Club dinner. At that time he 

maintained a position favoring repeal of all state laws governing 

abortion. He received a high score at least in part because of his 

votes for comprehensive child care and his introduction of a guaranteed 

$6,500 annua1 income for a family of four. Finally it was noted that 

although women held 55% of McGovern's Senate staff Jobs and only 40% 

of the totdl salary in the firsc six months of 1~71, he had done 

better in the campaign staff where women held 40% of the jobs includ-

ing policy-malnng posiLions and 36% of the salary. One of the major 

cri ticis,ms leveled at McGovern over and over by feminists was tha.t 

even though he himself treated women on his staff well, he did noc 
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insist that the men on his staff take women seriously. 4 

The high score on "Making Waves" was due to McGovern's view that 

marriage partners should be legal equals both during marriage and its 

dissolution and to the work he did on party reform to assure women and 

minorities fairer representation at the Democratic Convention. 5 

Finally, concerning the "Machismo Factor," it was noted that 

McGovern's first speech on the Senate floor was an attack on President 

Kennedy's Vietnam policy and that with Senator Hatfield he introduced 

the End the War .Amendment. He was called one of the most outspoken 

enemies of the military establishment.6 

President Nixon's speeches have a tendency to offend feminists 

as is evident by their citation of his speeches as rP.asons for the lov1; 

rating he received~ On "Taking Women Seriously" his speech t0 the-= 

Girl's Nacion Annual Convention is cited. These feminists criticize 

Nixon vs encouragement of girls to aspire to be wives and mothers .. T.o 

his comment that nwherever a woman has the capacity, she ca:1 make it,.'' 

they respond that he had appointed no women to his Cabinet or the 

Supreme Court and that women held only 1.5 percent of the top jobs 

in his administration.. They note that he is firmly anti~-abortion and 

that he vetoed the child care legislation,. On women's rights Nixon 

aid, "My view is, don't be too concerned about the fact that women 

don't have an equal chancec" The feminists criticize his stance on 

welfare. They state: 

Richard Nixon is neither a ladies' man nor a women's rights 
advocate. He seems to be nowhere when it comes to women. 
"Let me make one thing perfectly clear," he said last sum-
mer ,;1hen asked about Women's Liberation, "I wouldn't want 
to wake up next to a lady pipe-fitter." 

Nixon feels that women voters are uthe real haters. 
Any Machiavellian scheme they go for." A recent newspaper 



account indicated that Nixon's attitude toward the National 
Women's Political Caucus was one of ridicule.7 
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On "Making Waves" Nixon is criticized because his idea of leader-

ship is patriarchal, because of displays of bad temper, and because of 

his detachment and personal isolation from those around him which 

"still comes as a surprise to his closest aides, who have seen him 

blankly shake hands with his own wife at official receptions.,n8 Much 

of the information in this section seems more appropriate to the 

"Machismo Factor" particularly as it affects Nixon's personal life 

style. The authors note that Nixon is impressed with athletic prowess. 

They seem unimpressed with the list of men Nixon admired enough to 

make New Year's Eve telephone calls to: Guy Lombardo, Jackie Gleason, 

Billy Graham and John Wayne. They mention. that, ''Nixon" s rhetl[,r:i. c 

often emphasizes the need for victory, saving f3ce, and tests of 

9 courage," a. few of the symptoms of personal machisr10.. Finally, 

under che "Machismo Factor" Nixon is noted for "his neE..d to bi: 'tough,' 

and his equati.on of 'masculine honor' with the foreign policy of the 

Unit:ed States.nlO 

At about the same time in the spring of 1972, the National 

Women 1 s Political Caucus was interviewing the candidates on women's 

issues. The results were sent to the various state branches. 

Chisholm was given the highest ratings. Senator George 
McGovern (D S. D.) was praised as "the dnly male candidate 
who is consistently pushing women's issues as part of his 
campaign .. " ••• 

Other candidates, including President Nixon, did not 
respond to caucus requests for position statements. The 
caucus described their silence as "persufiive evidence of 
a lack of commitment to women's issues .. " 

Later in 1972 The Woman Activist published a report of a rating 

made in January and April of that year of senators and representatives 
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according to their voting record on four women's issues; equal rights, 

employment, education, and child care. Congressmen and women were 

rated from 100 percent to zero percent according to how many times 

they voted in favor of women. The report encourages women to help 

return to Congress those people scoring 100 percent. In the same com-

memorative issue of the publication three articles appeared which give 

support to one of the presidential candidates. In an attempt to give 

equal coverage three fe;ninists contributed articles about Nixon, 

McGovern, and Linda Jenness, the Socialist Workers Party candidate. 

The article about Nixon by Republican feminist, Ellen Pattin, is chiefly 

a listing of Nixon accomplishments in the areas of eq~al employment, 

the Equal Rights Amendmenr., and civil rights. 12 The article about 

McGovern by Flora Crater, Virginia delegate to the D.:.,moc ratic Con•rf'n-· 

tion and editor of The Woman Activist, is also typical of the McGovern 

rhetoric except for a lack of criticism of Nixon. Kci~;ove:-n is p:ra~sed 

for his reform efforts in the Democratic partj and f0r iuc cc7.si.stent 

support of women's issues. Ms. Crater also stressed the specific 

p:i.cdges and proposals McGovern made to women and says, "Women should 

norrd nate and elect McGovern President " 13 

Feminist comments on Nixon are not apparently as numerous as 

those on McG0ver:n. That is not too surprising when it is realized 

that a great deal of publicity on feminist activities went to the 

National Womenrs Political Caucus. At least at the organizational meet-

ing of the Caucus there we1e many fewer Republicans than Democrats 

(18 Republicans and 149 Democrats). This may explain the scarcity of 

published material by feminists about Nixon. The Republican feminist 

material on Nixon is of the natu:r.e cited above. and in the campaign 
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literature. One woman, Karen DeCrow, Chairwoman of NOW's Politics T~sk-

force, in a letter to the women who were'to testify for NOW before the 

Republican Platform Committee says: 

Since 30% of the delegates will be women, your biggest 
and most enjoyable task will be consciousness-raising with 
them. The Republicans present a fertile and interesting 
field, since there is no nonsense about not "ruining things 
for McGovern by being too radical." We all want to ruin 
things for Nixon/Agnew. Remember, that Nixon vetoed he 
child care bill. Remember, that Agnew said three things 
were hard to tame: fools, the ocean and women. 14 

It is not clear that the author of this statement is a Republican; 

however, at least three of the recipients of the let:.ter (i.e., those 

who were to testify before the platform committee) must be Rep11blicans. 

The only other critlcism of Nixon located by this author from a 

Republican feminist was in an interview with a C.CJ"lveut. Lor.. de.legate. 

When asked if she thought Nixon had sincerely made any adaptat:.ions to 

the women's movement she said, "No, but I think ocher pt;opl~ around hlm 

are beginning to hear it. 1115 When asked if she touught it. \nuJ<.l make 

a djfference for Nixon to be in office a second term she said, "I don't. 

Except I think it's hard to back up from the kind of statemBnts he's 

been making •••• When they can point to a. specific statement 

that he's made I think he attempts to live up to it. 1116 She further 

indicated her opinion that Nixon is a "typic.al white male chauvinist" 

with no real underscanding of women's problems and said, 11 I don't think 

he' 11 make any 1.eal change. 1117 

Most other feminist commentary on Nixon came from Democrats. Iu 

a discussion session with Shirl~y Chisholm following a speech at the 

Uni17ersity of Kansas one week after Ni.xon' s re-election, she made two 

comments of particular interest to women. About Nixon's stand against 

a quota system she ,indicated it is an artificial issue. She 0aid the 
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fact is that if we do not talk about quotas some people will not ever 

move to get people in who have not had chances. She indicated that she 

thought there would be attempts to dilute and by-pass equal opportunity 

legislation in Washington, but said it was a matter of time until they 

could not do that any more because groups are taking action on many 

particular cases. She said she was frightened about what may happen 

in the next t~o years if the administration does not change some of its 

policies. She said finally that in terms of women's legislation in 

the second Nixon administration she is not hopeful. She indicated her 

belief that Nixon has no commitment in this area and is paying lip 

service only. She said she did nae expect to see many women appointed 

to office and policy-making positions and expectc.d blacks evan to lose 

somc. 18 

Germaine Greer, well-known feminist author of The Female Eunuc~, 

who was not at all complimentary to the Democrats and !.11,.:Govern, r:>Jas. t=- 1.1en 

less s0 to the Republicans and Nixon. She says, 

McGovern offered a chancej albeit slender, of a change for 
the slightly better: more Nixon threatened a change for the 
much worse •• • 

The myths of the Republican regime are repulsive. Niirnn 
has survived on the notions that tae poor remain poor through 
their mm fault; that America lacks the resources to assure 
every American the fundamental necessities of life; that 
national health services are too expensive to maintain; that 
une111ploywent is essential to the America-::i ecor..omy--and that all 
these notiona shelter beneath the banner of the New Prosperity. 19 

Bella Abzug, feminist organizer of the National Women's Political 

Caucus and Democratic Congresswoman from New York, has nothing nice to 

say of Nixon. In her diary of her first year in Congress she records 

Nixon's reported reaction to the formatLon of the N¼TPC and her 

response. 



July 14: We got some characteristic reaction from he 
White House on the Women's Caucus. Secretary of State 
William Rogers brought the subject up when he and Nixon were 
getting their pictures taken with Henry Kissinger, •• 

Kissinger said he heard Gloria Steinem was at the 
Woman's Caucus. 

"Who's that?" the President asked. 
11That's Henry's old girl friend," Mr. Rogers said, jokingly. 

Then Rogers mentioned a photograph of me, Betty Friedan 5 

Gloria Steinem, and Shirley Chisholm, which one of the wire 
services had circulated. 

11What did it look like?" Nixon asked. 
"Like a burlesque," said Rogers. 
"What's wrong with that?" asked Nixon. 
Isn't that something? Obviously, these 

to viewing women in terms of flesh shows. 
I must say, but hardly surprising. 20 

guys are accustomed 
It's insulting, 

Later in the article Ms. Abzug gives her response to Nixon's veto of 

the child care legislation. 

December 7: Well, we did it. The House and Senate have 
both finally passed a child-care law dS pdrt of an 0vexall 
anti-poverty bill •• e • Nixon has already made it cle3r th&t 
he's not happy with it and that he's considering a veto. It 
would be a perfect opportunity for him, after all, to express 
his disdain for women, minorities, and youth--a11 of ,;.1ho?1 ar~ 
benefited by this bill--in one swoope This time our people-
be-damned President is even toying with some;, nevr ,"'ictims: 
children .. 

December 9: Incredible! He vetoed the child-care law. 
"Fiscal irrc.sponsibility,n he said. This, mind you, is 
from the same man who spends billions for death in Viecnam. 
He also made another remark about the law's "communal 
approach" and "family-weakening implications" that's so 
ignorant and hypocritical it makes me sick. He doesn't care 
that millions of women have to work and leave their kids home 
dlone or with off-and-o~~babysitcers. 21 

Finally, in November of 1972 just before the election Ms .. ran 
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an article Cdlled nThe Bulletin Board: Memo for Election Day n It is 

a ,eview of the words and deeds of Nixon on issues of vital concern to 

women. The issues covered include women and the economy, the Nixon 

staff, child care, welfare, reproductive freedom, women in politics, 

the Equdl Rights Amendment, violence as a means of resolving conflict, 

and women in government. In every instance Nixon's actions are criti-



84 

cized and shown as totally inadequate. He is held up for criticism due 

to lack of understanding of the magnitude of the problems. Even on the 

issue of women in government, the one area in which Nixon claimed 

strength, the article is critical as follows: 

Nixon press releases say his Administration has placed 
118 women in "top" policy-making jobs, those at the GS 16 
level and up, paying at least $28,000 a year. Although they 
are an incrasse from prior administrations, the appointments 
still constitute less than l percent of the 12,488 federal 
jobs at that level. (Altogether, women currently occupy 3 
percent of these positions). 

The list incJudes women in traditional female positions 
in government, such as the Nixons' personal secretaries and 
the head of the Women's Bureau. About six women made the list 
because of military promotions. Some of the women have had 
their titles changed, or have been moved from one depart-
ment to another, but remain Jn approximately the same position 
in terms of their authority to "make policy~" Other::i, long 
in government, have qualified for inclusion on the •rtopn 
job list because of pay increases, althougl1 they hold Lhe 
same jobs as before, and wield the same powe,-. 

Nixon responded to unprecendnted pressure from i\:rncrican 
women to name a woman to the U .. S., Supreme C0urt la.st year 
by jgnoring the list of qualified women prepa~ed hv =~u 
National W Jn:en 's Politica1 Caucus and prop0s i.:!"1.g .-1 ..Ct::.rale 
candidate:: who could not qualify for endors2msnc by che /\::ner-
ican Bar Association. 22 

All of th~se comments by feminist activists and spokeswomen lead 

to the conc..lt.1.sion that feminists, for the most part, were critical of 

Nixon and turned to McGovern as a source of hope. Th:is is not to say, 

however, that there v-,ds no feminist criticism of McGovern. As will be 

seen he was not considered ideal by f~minists, but of the two candi-

dates he was consjd2red much more promising. 

Sissy Farenthold said of McGover.n, "If there was ever a woman's 

d . d t t M ,., u23 can 1- a ..1. was c,.,overT!. Most feNinists would probably agree, 

bm: nany .,rnt1:!.d say e J"en l1cGovern had a lot to learn dbout women and 

TNOIL.er1 • s j s ... --.;11c1s. The most critical article abot1t McGo .. ve~n was written 

by Gc.nraine Creer, covcn .. ng the Democratic Convention foi.:. Harper's .. 
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She criticizes McGovern and his staff's treatment of the women's issues 

on the convention floor. She indicates that the women were used as 

pawns for political ends. She also criticizes the women at the conven-

tion for putting up with such treatment. The article reflects Ms. 

Greer's cynicism in many respects about white, well-fed liberals. She 

says, 

We all needed so intensely to believe that ot.1r case was not 
hopeless and that we were not totally hypocritical in our 
well-fed radicalism, we were so ready to love the man who 
would agree to represent us •.. that within hours of arriv-
ing in Miami Beach we were all maudlin and ripe for being 
screwed in every ofirice of the mind and heart. 24 

She criticizes the women for being too soft on McGovern, for not push-

ing the abortion issue harder, and for being too self-congratulatory. 

She says, "None of the caucuses really existed as policy-making bodies 

or influential entities on the convention floor. 1125 She critir;ize.:::; t:he 

convention as a mere television show with the delegates as studio 

audience., She criticizes the delegate population of which McGovern 

and even feminists were so proud saying, 

The presence of women, blacks, and youth was visible; what 
had changed was the party's image, so crucial in the age of 
media politics. The attributes one could not see, like class, 
income, and education, are more fundamental to politics in 
many ways than the obvious sexual and ethnic differentiations, 
ar..d when ir: came to representing these less obvious cate-
goiies the. De,nocratic National Convention was markedly inad-
equate. More tha;1. two-thirds of the delegates cam8. from the 
over-$15, 000--a-year bracket, which accounts for only 23 per \ 
ce111:: of the American population; 39 percent of the delegates 
had done post graduate work, when only 4 per cent of the 
popalaticn has enjoyed that privilege. 26 

Ms. Greer's lengthy article is entirely critical of McGovern, the 

convention and American po]itics except for t~e final paragraph. She 

says, 

When the shouting uas all over, l reali~ed that despite 
the secret dealings, the hypocrisy, the tantalization and 



the bamboozlement, the coarsening and cheapening of every issue, 
the abandonment of imagination and commitment for the gray 
areas of consensus, there was no alternative for the American 
liberals but to let McGovern tease them a little while longer~ 
In their alienation, their impotence, and their guilt they 
have no other alternative. Through the disappointment and 
the dismay that clouded my mind, another flicker of hope 
began to burn, against all reason and probability. I wish and 
painfully hope that the women, the kids, the blacks, the 
Latjns, and the 0 intellectual pseudosnobs" bring off the 
impossible for him in November, in spite of himself, his 
baloney machine, and his Machiavellis, even though the27will 
take the credit for it. The Big Tease has just begun. 
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Finally, one of the most balanced articles written about McGovern 

came from Gloria Steinem in Ms. It covers eight years of her friendship 

with McGovern. Ms. Steinem has campaigned for him and raised money for 

him on several occasions. In July, 1969, McGovern phoned her to say 

that Senator Ribicoff was putting together a group to discuss NcGovern's 

potential campaign and that she was to be included. 0118 :r,orith later 

after the meeting took place, McGovern explained to her why she had not, 

after all, been invited. She says, 

Ribicoff had deleted my name from the list, w~_th the sJ.mple 
comment: "No broads." According to McGovern, he then 
explained to Ribicoff that I had been his advance "man," 
helped to write speeches, raised money, and so on. Ribicoff 
listened patiently to it all, and then repeated: "No broads. nlB 

Because of such treatment Steinem says, 

I wonder what purpose I am serving here. Clearly 9 I haven't 
deepened their understanding of the political system as it 
affects women •••• I have served interchangeably with men, 
working longer and raising more money than most of them, but 
even those supposedly worthwhile acts haven't ope11.ed the doors 
for other women. McGovern, for ~nstance, would never have let 
a Ribicoff get away with saying "No blacks,n or "No Jews .. 0 

"No broads" was bad form, but: somehow acceptable a 
29 

Steinem's basic criticism of McGovern is th~t he lacks the kind of 

understanding on wornen' s issues that he showed on other issue3 such as 

peace in Vietnam. Nevertheless she describes him as the best whlte 

male candidate. Of the campaign she says, 



There are women involved in most areas of the campaign 
and they believe McGovern favors the economic and legislative 
changes they need. But ..• the women are still more the 
workers than the decision makers, especially in the eyes of 
the young and sometimes arrogant men who are managing the 
campaign. 30 

This criticism of che at:titude of rfc.Govern's male staff members was 

raised over and over, not only by Steinem but others as well. 
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Ms. Steinem, like other feminists at the Democratic Convention, was 

angry and disappointed by the way women's issues were handled. After 

it was over she made several comments that bear repeating as they show 

not only her criticisms of McGovern but also her feeling that he was 

still worthy of feminist support. She notes that at a meeting of 

McGovern and Shriver with members of the Women's Caucus, McGovern maµe 

one of his leading staff men apologize for saying there were not enough 

women with political experience and that they ju.st did nr;t k!'!ow how to 

organize. Earlier Steinem said of McGovern, 

Unfortunately, the change in society's most f t.1n\Jame:1ta1 
division of labor--the division by sex--is ,.,t.i.J.l or:.e ~'le'~, 
following, not leading. But he is measurably better than 
the other candidates on issues of interest to women ...... 
•••••••o•••eoo,••••••••&•-ei,.1a_.1,1 
He won't lead the humanist revolution. e • but he may be 
one of the few leaders who will let fundamental change 
happen. 32 

In a similar vein after McGovern's nomination by the DeFccratic party, 

Steinem made this com..m~nt which seems to be the sum of femir..ist opini.on 

2bo-1.t- McGovern. 

McGovern is still less insti11.c.tively good on vroTrien.'s part in 
the humanis r: 1·evolution than he ::i.S on a.7.v other .. 

But he's learnlng--and he was :ut::asu.cably 1iette.c than all 
the other Presidential candidates to start with .. If there is 
agitation, even a7.ger around McGuvernj it 1.s usually becnuse 
his record inspires h\,pe, '3.s R1..drnrd lh ":un' s does not 'k And 
hope i& a very unru~y emoticne 

We' re ledrning, too. There is an<:.! ,:11,ou] d be no such thing 
as a perfr.:"c:.t leader,. There can 0 1'l]y h.:: a c,,msti..tuency for 
change---and a compassionate lister.er .. 3~ 
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CHAPTER V 

OPINION AMONG AMERICAN WOH~ ABOUT THE 1972 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION AND WOMEN IN POLITICS 

In 1971 and 1972 Louis Harris was commissioned by Philip Morris 

to do a large-scale survey of women's opinions to help promote their 

woman-directed cigarette, Virginia Slims. The poll was composed and 

analyzed by a woman, Carolyn Setlow. It presents interviews with 3,000 

women from a nation-wide cross-section and a comparable group of 1,000 

men. The poll is valuable to examine here as d roore repre3entati-.;e 

sample of women's opinion than the previous chapter or:. femin:ist_s •· 

opinions .. 

At the same time a smaller poll conducted in Lawrer"'ce,. Ka.u:::2s, 

will be examined. The two polls have definite and 3igni:1carst dis3in,1-

larities which will be further explained, but it can also be demon-

strated that they show similai trends. This chapter then will examine 

first the author's questionnaire dnd second the 1972 Virginia S]ims 

American Women's Opinion Poll. 

Questionnaire-Survey Conduct:ed in Lawrence, Kansas: Method 

The survey conducted in Lawrence consisted of a questionnaire 

given to two groups of students and to women £com the connnunity. The 

survey was conducted during the month prior to the Presidential election 

of 1972., The sample included three groups. First, 62 women in the 

community (Group A) were chosen from the phone book somewhat at random 
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except that an attempt was made not to include single female students 

in the typical college age range (18-25) in the telephone survey. The 

population still included some students, women returning to school or 

getting a late start, but for the most part was made up of elderly 

women, full time housewives and working women of the community. Second, 

the same questionnaire was given to 171 female students enrolled in 

Speech lB classes (Group B). These are generally freshman and sopho-

more students though it is quite possible for students in the upper 

classes to be found taking the beginning speech course. Third, the other 

group of students (Group C) who received the questionnaire was comprised 

of 82 women enrolled iu upper-division women's courses such as The 

Rhetoric of Women's Rights and Women in Contempor~rJ Societ~. These 

were more often junior, senior or graduate women WL~h p~ofes5ed inter-

ests in women's studies. It was expected that in general the women in 

the upper-division women's classes would be more like fen.inists in 

their responses, i.e., more favorable to McGovern an<l to the Wt,men's · 

Liberation Movement, than the women of the community. Some of the 

women in these courses are feminists; others would not claim to be; 

however, it was expected that their attitudes would be closer to those 

of feminists than Lhe other two groups. It was further expected that 

the other group of students would fall somewhere between the women of 

the community and the students in women's studies courses in cheir 

answers. A Chi-square analysis was employed and the .05 level of 

significance accepted. The tocals on each question differ because the 

unanswered questions and the unclear answers were excluded from the 

analysis in each case. Only question 5 contains tha responses of Lhe 

total group questioned. 
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The questionnaire included the following questions: 

1. Do you think the presidential candidates are being influenced 
by women's issues and by women's groups? (Yes or No). 

2. Are the issues that are considered to be women's issues of 
particular concern to you? (day care, equal pay, reproductiv8 freedom, 
etc.). 

3. Will the candidate's responsiveness to women's interests be 
a factor in your decision about who to vote for? (Yes or No). 

4. Do you think one of the candidates is more responsive to 
women's interests than the other? Those who answered "yes" were fur-
ther asked, "Which one? 11 and "Is this the candidate you are going to 
vote for?" 

5. What do you think of the Women's Liberation Movement? The 
responders were asked to place themselves on a scale of (VF) very 
favorable, (SF) somewhat favorable, (N-N) neither favorable nor 
opposed, (SO) somewhat opposed, or (VO) very opposed. 

Results 

Table 1: Influence of Women 9 s IssuGs 
on Presidential Candidates* 

Group A Gro11p B Grc0.p ,, ... Totals 

Yes: 0 20 83 6.-_, 
% 44.6 51,3 62.5 
E 24.75 85.32 37 .92 

No: Q 27 79 27 
% 57. 4 48.7 37.5 
E 22.25 76.68 34.08 

Totals 47 162 72 

*o stands for the observ~d values. 
% stands for the percent of the total answers by each group r~pre-

sented by the observed value. 
E stands for the expecced values in a random distribucion. 
The totals are of the observed values. 

133 

281 

The three groups were not found to be significantly different: on thjs 

question. There was also no significant difference shown when both 

groups of students taken together were compared with the women of the 
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community (0.250) and when the two studenc groups were compared (0.250). 

None of the groups indicated strong opinions that the candidates 

either were or were not being influenced by women's issues. The women 

in all three groups were further asked for a verbal response to the 

question, "Is there anything particular that you can cite that makes 

you think this?" These verbal responses give rise to speculations 

about differences between the groups in their reasons for the answers 

given. This will receive further discussion later in the chapter. 

Table 2: Concern about Women's Issues 

Group A Group B Group C Totals 

Yes: 0 19 135 75 229 
% 39.5 85.9 94.9 
E 38. 70 126.60 63. 70 

No: 0 29 22 4 
% 60.5 14.1 5.1 

91.30 30.40 15.JQ 

Totals 48 157 i'9 28li 

The groups were found to be significantly different at the .001 

level when all three were compared. The community women showed consi-

derably less concern for women's issues than would be expected in ran-

domly distributed groups while Group C showed much greater personal 

concern than would be normal with random distribution. ,Group B showed 

a,slightly higher concern than would be expected; however, it was 

expected that the college women at every level would tend to be more 

concerned about such issues lf for no other reason than the likelihood 

that they would have had greater exposure ~nformation about the issues. 

Again, the verbal responses reflecting specific areas of interest of 

each group showed some differences that will receive further discussion 

later in the chapter. 
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A comparison of the total student group with the community women 

was also significant at the ~001 level. The comparison of the two 

student groups showed significant difference at the .05 level. 

Table 3: Women's Interests as a Factor in Voting 

Group A Group B Group C Totals 

Yes: 0 8 75 54 137 
% ]5.6 51.0 81.9 
E 26.,47 76.28 34.25 

No: 0 43 72 12 127 
% 84.4 49.0 18.1 
E 24.53 70. 72 31. 75 

Totals 51 147 66 264 

lfuile there were many mixed verbal responses on this question, 

there was also considerable difference in the groups in defi::lite :posi-

ti ve or negative answers with significance at the .. 001 l<~vel. The 

cmmnunity women were much more likely than the st1,c:~nt groups to say 

that a candidate's responsiveness to women's issues wculd ~ot be a 

factor in their dectsion about who to vote for. This would appear to 

follow logically from the fact that these women showed much less per-

sonal concern for women's issues than the other groups on question 2. 

The Group B women were very close to the expected responses while the 

women in Group C were much more likely than the other groups or than 

randomly distributed groups to say that the candidates' responsiveness 

to women's issues would be a factor in their decision. 

Significant difference was also found at the .001 level in corn-

paring all the scudents with the community women and in comparing the 

two studenc groups~ 

Table a: Choice of Ca~didate 
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Group A Group B Group C Totals 

No: 0 48 118 20 186 
% 80.,0 74.2 25.3 
E 37.45 99$24 49.34 

McGovern 
Yes: 0 6 30 54 90 

% J.0.,0 18 .. 8 68.3 
E 18.12 48.02 23.86 

McGovern 
No: 0 4 8 4 16 

% 6.7 5.,0 5~1 
E 3.22 8.54 4.24 

Nixon 
Yes: 0 2 2 1 5 

% 3.3 1.0 1.3 
E LOl 21167 L32 

Nixon 
No: 0 0 1 0 1 

% 0 .6 0 
E .20 .. 53 .27 

Totals 60 159 79 298 

On this question the three groups were significantly difff:.rent 

at the • 001 level. The community group showed much more likelil:o-:><l t1-:2n 

Group C to have the opinion that neither of the candidates was more 

responsive than the other. Group C also showed a much greater tendency 

to say that McGovern was more responsive and they planned to vote for 

him than would be expected with randomly distributed groups while Group 

A showed less than expected tendency to choose McGovern. Group B 

also was less likely to choose McGovern as the man they planned to 

vote for than would be expectede None of the groups gave strong indi-

cation that they found Nixon to be the more responsive of the two can-

didar:as. 

The comparison of the total otudent group with the community group 

was significant at the .005 level, and che comparison of the two student 



groups was significant at the .001 level. 

VF: 

SF: 

0 
% 
E 

0 
% 
E 

N-N: 0 

SO: 

VO: 

% 
E 

0 
% 
E 

0 
% 
E 

Table 5: 

Group A 

1 
1.6 
16.34 

21 
33.,8 
26.18 

23 
37.1 
11.22 

10 
16.1 
l•• 53 

7 
11.2 
3.74 

Opinion of Women's 

Group B 

36 
21.0 
45 .. 06 

81 
t. 7. 3 
72.20 

31 
18.1 
30.94 

11 
6./.t 
12.49 

12 
7.0 
10.31 
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Liberation Movement 

Group, C Totals 

46 83 
56.0 
21.61 

31 133 
37.8 
34 .. 62 

3 57 
3.6 
14.84 

2 23 
2.4 
5e99 

0 19 
0 
4 .. 95 

62 171 82 Totals 315 

The comparison of the three groups was significan~ at the ~OCl 

level. Significant difference was also found at the .001 level in com-

paring the total student group with the community women and in compar-

ing the two student groups. Women in Group A were much more l1kely to 

say they were neutral or opposed in some degree to the movement and 

much less likely to say they were very favorable than would be expected. 

Group B tended to be fairly close in its answers to the expected num-

ber of each possible response. Group C was more likely to be either 

very favorable or somewh~t favorable to the movement to a great degree. 

In fact, while 64.4% of Group A's answers were either neutral, somewhat 

opposed or very opposed, only 6% of Group C's responses fell in those 

three possible answers combined. 
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A summary of each group's answers shows that Group A did not tend 

to think the candidates were being much influenced by women's issues 

and women's groups. They tended not to have a greac degree of personal 

concern about women's issues. This was also reflected in their answers 

to question 3; for the most part, they said it would make little dif-

ference in their decision about who to vote for whether the candidates 

were responsive to women's issues or not. Most of them (80%) indicated 

that they saw no difference between Nixon and McGovern in their 

responsi7eness to women's issues. The majority of women in Group A 

were aither neutral or opposed to the Women's Liberation Movement. 

Group B showed little indication that they found the candidates 

to be influenced by women 1 s issues. 85.9% of Group 'B said they were 

personally concen1ed with one or more women's issu~s as opposed to 

only 39.5% of Group A who gave that response although their expected 

and observed responses were not greatly different • .Cbey were almost 

evenly d1.vided about whether the candidates' responsb.Tc.~ess would be a 

factor in their choice of candidate and, again, not very divergent from 

the expected responses. They tended not to choose McGovern as often 

a:J was expected and were more likely to say they found neither caudi-

date more responsive than was expected. 68.3% of Group B was very 

favorable or somewhat favorable to the Women's Liberation Movement. 
\ 

Women in Group C indicated no significant opinion that the candi-

dates were influenced by women and their issues although there is a 

slight tendency for them to say the candidates were influenced a greater 

percent of the time than Group A (62.5% of Group C as opposed to 44.6% 

of Group A). 94.9% of Group C said they were personally concerned with 

women's issues, and 81. 9% said the candidates' responsiveness to those 
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issues would be a factor in their voting decision. Relatively fewer 

of the Group C women saw no difference between the candidates, and 

68.3% of them indicated they thought McGovern was moEe ~esponsive and 

that they planned to vote for him. Only 10% of Group A and 18.8% of 

Group B said McGovern was more responsive and their choice of candi-

dates. 93.8% of Group C was either very favorable or somewhat favorable 

to the Women's J,iberation Movement. 

Observations and Analysis 

It was expected that Group A and Group C would show the greatest 

differences in their answers and that Group B would generally fall 

somewhere between. This expectation was based on the knowledge that 

feminists, for the most part, favored McGovern over N1xon. Group C, 

though not entirely made up 0£ feminists, is roughly a.t1alogous to .femi-

ni~ts in opinion. On the other hand, Nixon's suppo1!: came more oft:o:n 
' 

f:rorn ;niddle-class worki.ng people of whom the women are less likely tc 

have feminist sentiments. This group is more like che population of 

Group A. Both men had some support from scudents although McGovern's 

was probably slightly stronger. For this reason it was expected that 

the general population of scudents (Group B) would fall between the 

more exti:-emely different groups A and C. Group C, it was expected, 

would be the group most likely to say that women's issues were influenc-

ing the campaign, that women's issues were of concern to them, that 

they would take the candidates' responsiveness to women's issues into 

account in deciding who to vote for, that they found McGovern more 

responsive and planned to vote for him, and that they were either very 

favorable or somewhat favorable to the Women's Libeiation Movement. With 

the exception of question 1, results on all the que~tions showed highly 
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significant differences between the groups, and the expectations were 

confirmed. 

Several conclusions seem to be indicated. With these particular 

groups it appears safe to say that those leaning toward feminism are gen-

erally more concerned about women's issues, more aware of what is hap-

pening in politics concerning those issues, and more favorable to 

McGovern. Because the groups were not purely and distinctly made up of 

feminists and non-feminists it is not possible to generalize to broader 

populations, but the data does lend itself to some speculation about 

the effect of feminism on women. 

On question 1 none of the groups indicated strong convictions 

that the candidates either were or were not being influenced by women•s 

issues or women's groups. However, because the other. four questions sv 

strongly indicate differences between the groups, it is suspected that 

the reasons for the answers differed between the groups. 1he :sro-;.ips 

were specifically asked for verbal responses on this questi.0:1. al,01Jt wriat 

in particular made them reply the way they did to the first qu~stion. 

The responses tend to support the expectation that particularly Groups 

A and Chad different reasons for their similar answers. For the most 

part it is obvious that the women in Group Chad been looking harder 

for information about the candidates' stands on women's issues. The 

women in the community (Group A) usually based their answer, yes or no, 

on what they saw on television and what they read in newspapers. Those 

who answered "no" said they ;ust hacl not noticed the candidates being 

influenced by women. Those who said "yes" generally ciced the most 

obvious signs of women's 3reater participation in politics such as 

women representatives to the convention, or they said things like, 
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"They would have to be influenced somewhat." On the other hand the 

responses from Group C were more specific. Some who said "yes" had spe-

cific things to cite as examples beyond the well-known accomplishments 

of women. Those who said "no" sometimes indicated disappointment, and 

those who said "yes" frequently added that the candidaces were not being 

influenced enough. Appare~tly then, the women in Group C were more 

aware of what was going on, but because of higher expectations for 

woman-power were not on the whole impressed by the candidates' respon~ 

siveness to women's issues and women's groups. The other questions bear 

out that the women in Group C thought McGovern was the better candidate 

on women's issues whether or not women's groups and issues had had any 

influence on him in the course of the can~aign. 

From the results on question 2 it is obvious that tb!?' women in 

Group C showed more concern about women's issues than other groups of 

women. In this case it is also interesting to exam:r.::.1.e th~ v .. ~rbal 

responses given in additi.on to "yes" and "no" answers. Wh1.Je a simple 

one-word answer would have been sufficient, many people gave extra 

opinions. In general Group C indicated interest in more of the issues 

than the community group. Frequently they indicated interest in all 

the issues suggested on the survey sheet (day care, equal pay, reproduc-

tive freedom) and several added additional interests such as job oppor-

tunities, ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment, and philosophical 

statements about raising the awareness in the country about women's 

problems and allowing freedom and growth opportunities for all human 

beings. A few specified equal pay as their most vital concern., Most 

who made additional comments listed at least two concerns, and abortion 

or reproductive freedom was much more likely to be listed from this
1 



101 

group. The main interest of those in the community who had any j_nterest 

in women's issues at all was equal pay. This supports the expectation 

that women with feminist leanings are more concerned about a broader 

range of issues of interest to ¼Omen. 

Following closely from this conclusion is the assumption that such 

concern would tend to manifest itself in the way one votes. Question 3 

essentially asks that question. Some women in each group replied that 

the candidates' responsiveness to women's interests would be a factor 

in their decision about who to \I ote for but not a major one.. This 

response was much more frequent in Groups A and B than in Group C however. 

Group Chad the highest percentage who indicated this would be a vitally 

important or even a major factor in their decision than the other two 

groups. And, of course, the statistics reinforc...e. the assumption that. 

strong feminist concern will tend to be a decisive factor in voting 

decisions. Question 4 further supports this. It :.udica.tes two ttfogs., 

First., the women in Group C were either wanting to believe that ora~ of 

the candidates was truly responsive to their concerns or because of their 

interest, were more aware of the differences between the candidates on 

these issues. It has been shown in the previous chapters that there 

were definite differences and that, in general, feminists were mt!ch more 

favorable to McGovern because, though not perfectj he was more amenable 

to women's issues than Nixon. This, too, is borne out by question 4. 

It shows that more women in Group A than would normally be expected in 

randomly distributed groups saw no differences between the candidates, 

and, of those who did see differences, significantly fewer than would 

be expected planned to vor:e for McGovern,. The opposite is true of 

Group C with more extreme differences between expected and actual scores. 
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It is speculated that this is due to greater awareness of the candidates' 

positions on women's issues on the part of the women in Group C. On this 

question as on others, the lB group fell between the other two .. 

Question 5 shows the greatest degree of significance coming from 

groups A and C. Group A showed a great many more women giving the neu-

tral response about the Women's Liberation Movement than would normally 

be expected while many fewer indicated neutral respbnses in Group C than 

would be expected. Again, the reason would appear to be the higher 

degree of awareness of the need for an1 reasons behind the movement among 

women with feminist leanings. As would be expected, too, Group C 

showed many more "very favorable" responses and fewer "somewhat opposed" 

or "very opposed" responses than would be expected .... i th ra.ndomly dis-

tributed groups. The trend was exactly opposite :_n frouµ P._ .. 

This survey has at least one advantage over the Harris-Virginia 

Slims poll. That poll was conducted in late 1971 vthen McC,:>vcrn i;.ras 

hardly even considered a contender for the Democratlf" r:om~ns.t-ivn. Thr-:. 

survey conducted in Lawrence was done in late October and the first few 

days of November of 1972 when it could be narrowed down to the two 

major party candidates. However, it is valuable to examine the Harris 

poll because it treats so many questions in a broad cross-section of 

American women and provides an interesting compdrison with the feminist 

opinion reflected in Chapter IV. 

The 1972 Virginia Slims American Women's Opinion Poll 

According co an article about women voters by Gloria Steinem, 

"Men in politics have marle a lot of assumptions about the way women 

1 vote." These ill.elude that women are less likely than men to vote in 

the first place and that if they vote it is usually for the sai.~e 
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candidate that their husband chooses, or their father if they are unmar-

ried. Other popular beliefs about women voters are that they will 

generally vote for the most sexually attractive candidate (an apparent 

contradiction of the first assumption if men are supposed to ignore the 

sexual attractiveness of a candidate in their choosing), that they are 

less likely than men to vote for a woman, that they are more conservative 

than men in general, and that black women in particular are less concerned 

than white women about sex disc1imination and more against the Women's 

Liberation Movement as a whole. 2 Ms. Steinem says, 

Some of the assumptions were true in the past, or for one part 
of the population. Some were self-fulfilling prophecies. 
Some were both. But the truth ls that these ideas have been 
acted upon wit:h little p!oof of their accuracy, and often with 
no serious study at all. 

The 1972 Virginia Sliros American Women's Opinion Poll is an effort 

toward studying sex as a determinant of voting behavio!i and contains 

valuable material concerning 11Women' s Participatiun in P0l1.tics, 11 

"Women in Public Office," and "Women as Voters." Some of 1.3e. Myt:hs ;ihc,ut 

women as voters are disproved by these results. In the introduction to 

the published results it says, 

The survey ••• reveals increasing outspokenness and indepen-
dence on the part of Ai~erican women. In growing numbers women 
today favor strengthening and changing their status in society. 
This ls especially true ••• of an essentially urban coalition 
of young women, well-educated wom~n and black women. More and 
more women are ~esponding ta the efforts of bona fide women's 
organizations, although there is still considerable resistance 
to the "wome£1's liberation" movement.4 

In the total group surveyed, 48% favored strengthening or changing 

women's status; 36% were opposed. This was an increase of 8% in favor 

from the 1971 poll and a decrease of those opposed of 6%. Men in 1972 

were also in favor by 49% ove~ 36% opposed. 5 The findings further indi-

cate thac, 



women's organizations are gradually earning the respect of 
more and more women. It would appear that thjs trend will 
continue as dedication and hard work replace isolated protests 
and demonstrationsc However, large numbers of women (44%) 
and a majority of men (51%) are still not convinced that women 
have found productive organizational channels. 6 
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The responses toward groups with the label of 0 women's liberation" is 

less positive. 49% of the total group of women were unsympathetic as 

were 42% of the men. Much greater sympathy exists among smaller groups 

within the survey such as single, black, and young women, those who 

live in cities, those who are poor, and those who are college-educated. 7 

This should serve to quell the myth that black women are less concerned 

about discrimination and more against t,mmen' s liberation. This tends 

to support the resulcs found in the Lawrence survey. A difficulty with 

the survey in Lawrence was the wording of the qu2.st:tons. The use of 

nwomen's Liberation Movement" in the fifth question may have had the 

effect noted by the commentator of the Harris pol]_ who says, "The phrase 

'·women's liberation' remains an emotionally charg,=-:-:i exr, ression wj_th 

negative implicatj_ons for many women." 8 In the Harris Poll there were 

some positive responses evoked by the word such as equal rights and 

opportunities, better jobs and better pay, and liberation from housework, 

but there were sharply negative responses also such as women wanting 

to take over men's roles, "radical, militaristic, revolutionary, aggres-

sive women," "silly and faddish," women trying t0 get into things they 

don't belong in, and "bunch of frustrated, insecure, ugly, hysterical, 

masculine-type women." 9 This may further illuminate why the differences 

were so marked in the Lawrence survey. The community group doubtless 

has many of the negative responses to the "women's liberation" term 

while the women in women's studies courses have a much clearer und2.rstand-

ing of the purpose behind the words. 
/ 



Concerning women in politics, the Harris Associates found clear-

cut agreement among men (76;~) and women (79%) that, "While women, hold 

few public offices, they work behind the scenes and really have more 
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V f ulQ influence in politics than they re given credit oro There seem to 

be some contradictions on the matter of women and politics. For instance, 

63% of the women and men agree that, "Most men are better suited emotion-

11 ally for politics than are mosc women." 33% of the women and 30% of 

the men disagree. 55% of the women and 62% ot the men agree that, "To 

be really active in politics, women have to neglect their husbands and 

children"12 with !~2% of the women and 35% of the m2n disagreeing. On 

the other hand, 56% of the wo1nen and 51% of the men agree that, "This 

country would be better off if women had more to say about politics .. " 13 

Women by almost 2 to 1 (64% to 33%) do not agree t.hat~ "When :it 

comes to politics, women don't have a mind of their own and tend to 

14 vote the way their husbands tell them to." l'his v~oul -:f appea.r to 

disprove the myth that women voce like their husbavds. ~en also jis-

agree 60% to 37%e 

A total of 59% of the women aud 55% of the men believe that women 

h ld b . . J. . 15 sou ecome more active in po 1t1cs; however, only 17% of the wom8n 

said they were personally very active or somewhat active in politics. 

26% of the men fell in those two categories. 55% of the women said 

16 they were not at all active while only 39% of the men gave that response~ 

52% of Fomen favor organizations to strengthen women's participation in 

1 . . 17 po 1t1cs., It appears that women think they should be involved in 

politics as a group but assume ocher women are doing or will do the job 

for them. This also indicates that even though there is resistance to 

"women's liberation" groups, other o.cg,mizations such as the League of 
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Women Voters and the National Women's Political Caucus may find increas-

ing support from women in all categories but especially the single or 
18 

divorced, black, young, poor, very wealthy, or highly educated. women. 

Further, 73% of the women said they were registered to vote. 54% 

had voted in the 1970 Congressional election and 67% in the 1968 

Presidential election. 78% of the men were registered, and 63% and 72% 

of them had voted in the two previous elections respectively. For 

groups within the totals the percent~ges seem to increase with additional 

age, income, and education ln each category for both men and women • 

.Another contradiction appears in the section on Women in Public 

Office. Earlier 3 out of 5 women had said most men are better suited 

emotionally for politics than most women, In this Sl:ction, hov-rever, 

3 out of !+ women agree that, ''Women in pub lie office C'l-l.n be ~q ually 

logical and rational as men. 1119 Similarly a n1ajority of women (57% to 

31+%) reject the statement that, 
1 

nNo woman can be a good \r:fe and mother 

and be active in polltics too"20 even though elsewhert;! i;, t:J.t.:. su:cvey .J. 

majority (55% to 42%) said that women would have to neglect their hus-

bands and children to be really active in politics. 

One of the polls is called "Feelings About the Differences Between 

Men and Women." 78% of the women and 68% of the men feel, "Women are 

more sensitive to the problems of the poor and the underprivileged 

than men are. 1121 Women are generally considered by both men and women 

to have more artistic ability and appreciation of the arts, to be more 

emotional and less logical than men, and to attach greater value to 

human life than men do. 22 On the last thrPe statements there was less 

difference between the percent.s.ges of women who agreed and disagreed. 

Still a plurality of women felt that men have more physical stamina 
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than women, men are more agressive, and men are better at economics 

and business than womenw Larger percentages of men tended to agree with 

those feelings than women. 23 

With regard to women in public office the poll commentator says, 

Wi.th significant pluralities, men and women agree that women 
could do u just as good a job as men" in dealing with health 
problems, improv1ng our educational system, working for peace 
in the world, protecting the environment, maintaining honesty 
and integrity in government, improving the prison system, 
making decisions on whether or not to go to war, strengthening 
the economy, improving justice for minority groups, balancing 
the federal budget, getting us out of Vietnam, solving the 
urban crisis, conducting diplomatic celations with other coun--
tries and dealing with 3tudent demonstrations., 

In four of these areas, pluralities of women feel that 
women in public office could do even 11better" than men, and 
in most instances, men agree: 69% of women and 66% of men 
feel that women would do a better job than men in dealing 
with family problems; 48% of women and men agree that women 
would do a better job in encouraging the arts; L~8% of ·worr1en 
and 44% of men feel that women would fare better in pro,ecting 
the jnterests of the consumer. In assisting the poor, a 47% 
plurality of women feel that they'd do a better Job. Men are 
not as certain about this, with 42% saying "e. better jobu and 
44% 11just as good a Job." 

There are two areas where both sexes agree that w0men would 
have a hard time doing as good a job as men~ In dealing with 
big business, 47% of women and 52% of men feel that women in 
public office would do "a worse job" than men., And in direct·~ 
ing the military, 69% of women and 75% of men feel that women 
would do a-,"worse job .. nZ4 

Another myth about women voters is that they are 1ess likf.:dy than 

men to vote for a woman for president. The Harris poll disproves this. 

They attempted to measure people's likelihood of voting for a woman can-

didate for president if she was running against an equdlly qualified 

male. Only ]7% of the women said they would be "more likelyn to vote 

for the women~ out an P..vcn l,:....,w-er 7% of the men gave that response. 25 

Apparently both r1en and v1omen are more receptive to a woman as vice-

president. 21% 0£ the wo1nen and 12% of the men said they would be 

"more likely" to_\lote for a male presidential candidate with a woman 
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26 vice-president if they were running against equally qualified males. 

Li0% of women feel there are too few women delegates at national conven-

tions as opposed to 5% who felt there are too many. 27 Only 32% of 

women, however, said half of the delegates should be women while 58% 

said it does not make much difference. 28 42% of women said they think 

29 the country is ready to accept a woman on the Supreme Court now. An 

even scronger percentage (57%) said they personally would like to see 

a woman appointed justice to the Supreme Court now.30 

Finally, in the section on Women as Voters, several surveys indi-

cated what was found in the 1971 Virginia Slims Poll, that, "in gen-

eral women attach greater value to human life than do men .. " 31 This 

is indicated in the 1972 voll by their listing drug abuse and war as 

the two most serious problems facing the nacion. 'l'his would seem to 

support Gloria Steinem's opinion that women vote as "conservers of 

life" which does not necessarily mean they vote C:•JPSi:;!Tat i vely. 32 

This poll cannot be compared with the Lawrenci: survey in terms 1.Lii:.. 

women's leanings tow~rd the candidates because at the time it was taken 

Senator McGovern was considered barely in the running. The poll commen-

tator says, 

Many women are still uncertain about the abilities and 
personalities of several of the possible Presidential candl-
dates, particularly Senator McGovern. Senator Muskie leaves 
2 out c,f 5 women unable to describe him. Compa-red with Presi-
dent Nixon, both of these men suffer from lack of exposure. 33 

McGovern was not even included in a poll to detennine who people said 

they would vote for if the election were held at the end of 1971a 

Nixon, Muskie, Kennedy, Humphrey, and Wallace were compared in various 

combinations. However, of those compared, 

Men show a s l:i ghtly higher preference for re-electing 
President Nixon than do women, no matter who his opponents 



are. Among women, the President's greatest support comes 
from the married and widowed, white, women 40 years of age 
and over, those with incomes 0 34$10,000-$15,000, the college 
educated and women in suburbs. 

This does seem to be substantiated by the Lawrence poll since this 

description, at least in terms of age, race, and marital status, more 

nearly fits the community group than either of the student groups. 

Two concluding observations of interest in the Harris poll are, 

1) More women than men are Democrats and would opt for a Democratic 

candidate for President, and 2) overall, as a candidate, President 

35 Nixon runs better among men than he does among women. 
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Since the Democratic pnrty's candidate and platform in 1972 were 

generally conceded co be more liberal than the Republican, this should_ 

further disprove the myth that women voters are more conservative.. A 

conserver of life votes conservatively on some issues and quite liber-

ally on others. But this would lead one to believe thac 11cGovE-, rn should 

have done quite well among women voters. In an article cal led •tv/hy 

Women Voted for Richard Nixon" Gloria Steinem and Carolyn Setlow, 

author and analyst of the Harris poll, say, 

There were two common assumptions about the womenfs vote. 
First,i that there mi.ght well be more of it than ever before, 
WLth women taking advantage of their potential as 53 percent 
of the electorate to outnumber male voters by more than 8 
million. Second, that George M3govern was likely to benefit 
decisively from this new force., 

They go on to document fairly sound reasons for these beliefs and not 

just among feminists and others who might be accuse<l of wishful thinking. 

People were also becoming aware for the first time that sex may well 

be one of the determinants oE voting behavior. However, after November 7, 

1972, it was found that women did not go to the polls in increased 

numbers, that women's turnout was lower than that of men, and that aNong 
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women who did vote, "there was!!.£ appreciable difference between their 

pro-McGovern or pro-Nixon voting and that of men .. 037 They note that a 

study of opinion polls isolates the time of the apparent shift of 

women away from McGovern. Right after the Democratic Convention, as 

before, McGovern polled stronger among women than among men, but by 

late August both men and women gave Nixon the lead by the same percent-

ages, 63% to 29%. They note that, "The final difference between the male 

and female votes was, for the first time in many Presidential years, a 

38 negligible one; not even big enough to count." They indicate that 

this was not because women changed their minds on the issues or were 

defecting from the Democratic party in general but rather because, 

women had lost faith in McGovern; they no longer thought of 
him as being more competent than Nixon to b~l~g ?cout the 
peace they so greatly desired. • • • At the same t.ir•ie that 
Nixon was being increasingly identifjed in polls as "the 
statesman," NcGovern was rapidly becoming "che politician.u 
·••s•••·· .. ••········t)til··•io,,r.,,,,lll<\lt 
By the last pree.le.ction poll women were mor t:· i.:h.'.":tn men 
to support the statement that "McGovern seer.eel co '!..ie: cl.ii f0r-
ent, but lately he's become just another polir.ic.i..2r1 I".:'.."'0t,1.i..si11g 
voters what they want. nJ9 

Setlow and Steinem speculate about several possible reasons for this. 

One is that McGovern compromised too much, or at least appeared to, 

on such issues as the Vice-Presidency, welfare, abortion, inflation 

controls, and amnesty. They say, "Sticking to his original principles, 

as he did in the primaries, seemed to please voters--and especially 

women--far more." 40 Another explanation is that, 

McGovern's legitimately good record on issues thal could 
improve the lives of women in a concrete way. • may have 
inspired a false conficence on the part of his campaign 
staff; a conviction that he had the women's vote in his poc-
ket. For whatever reason, those issues were not emphasized 
in the campaign •• • 

Having personally vetoed the Child Developm8nt Bill) Nixon 
was very vulnerable on this issue---as he was on his lukewarm 
support of the Equal Rights Amendment, his refusal to put 



teeth in antidiscrimination measures, a clear and very personal 
reJection of reproductive freedom, ••• and the many Nixon 
statements showing insensitivity to the aspirations of women. 
Yet these issuez were never selected for major emphasis by the 
McGovern staff. 1 
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These two authors speculate that as women abandoned the McGovern cause 

they also lost their enthusiasm for going to the polls. This is, of 

course, disappointed feminist speculation. Perhaps women would not 

have had as much effect on the election as feminists hoped anyway. 

Doubtless, there will be many analyses of what went wrong with the 

McGovern campaign. This author has found no better explanation of what 

happened to the expected support for McGovern from women than this one. 

There are perhaps two things to be learned by feminists and by 

politicians from these two polls. The Lawrence poll indicates that a 

leaning toward feminism does affect a woman's voting benavior, tending 

to make one more likeJy to allow women's issues co be a factor in deter-

mlni.ng voting behavior. The Harris poll shows t!u:t even though wori..e;1 

still fear the term "women's liberation," they a.re generally favo::-uble 

to the groups that organize around various women's issues to seek poli-

tical gains concerning that issue. The poll also showed that wom~n do 

think on their own politicallyo If such interest in women's political 

groups continues to grow, women have great political potential, and 

it would be a mistake to underestimate their concerns. 
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CHAPTER VI 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FEMINISM 

Women, mostly feminists, have commented repeatedly that if women 

do not take up their own cause and do not fight political battles for 

their own concerns, no one will. 

Until women of all races take their problems as women seriously 
enough to ferret out issues of self-interest--whether or not 
those issues are emphasized by the press, and whether or not 
they are espoused in ideal form by the candidate--women will 
not be able to use the political machine to better their 
own lives. Other powerless groups identify crucial issues on 
their own initiative, and hold candidates accountable .. Women 
must learn to do the same. 1 

It has also been pointed out that no one is going to give women 

their share of political power. They must take it themselves. 

To get true p')litical power women will have tc take :it 
from its present holders---men .... ., Chivalry will not play 
a part.. The polit.ical world is brutaL • e • Only time will 
show how much of it women can seize, wrest, grab. It will 
not come as a gift nor as an act of proportlon. 2 

This statement appears to indicate that women, in order to gain the poli-

tical power required to improve their situation, will have to become as 

brutal as the arena or the opponent requiresG Certainly women in 1972 

r~ceived some lessons in ruthless manipulation not by doing but by being 

done unto. The stacement above implies that women must learn to be as 

ruthless as those who used them unjustly in 1972; however, this must 

be a cause for conflict in the feminist ranks., The philosophy behind 

feminism is a very humanistic one. The intended beneficiary of the liber-

ation movement is not women alone but men as well as women. It is there-

113 



114 

fore philosophically difficult to set up men as "the enemy" to be con-

quered and manipulated in the struggle for power. 

As Gloria Steinem suggested in another context, "there must be some 

happy middle ground" that would accomodate both political power and 

philosophical purity. It is certainly true that women cannot afford to 

ignore or abandon their potential power if Lhey want to see women's lot 

in society improvedc But the problems of women have two dimensions. 

One dimension is the political, legal, institutionalized bias against 

women which can best be fought in the courts of law and in legislative 

bodies at local, state and national levels. The other dimension is more 

elusive and more difficult to combat because it has to do with attitudes. 

On the whole, men and women have accepted certain cult4rally defined 

sex-role conceptions as being the natural and therefore correct (n:dPr 

of things. The idea of changing those roles or even the v1ay the roles 

are conceived can be very threatening. Someone wl:o feels th:i s waj ·w·i~l 

naturally fear the radical connotations that accrued to the Women'& 

Liberation Movement in the early days of its reawakening in the 1960's. 

Feminist philosophy would not seek to force a woman out of the 

traditionally conceived roles of full-time wife and mother. It would 

seek to show women other viable options, but the choices belong to each 

woman alone. That does not sound very threatening. The problem then 

in battling the attitudinal dimension of women's problems is one of 

communicatio~1. A way must be :found to help people, men and women, to 

push aside their fears of "Women's Liberacion" long enough to hear the 

philosophy behind the label. Feminists need to communicate the philo-

sophy in such a way that this is possible~ 

A first step in that direction has already happened. The image of 
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the movement, in the opinion of this author, has changed for the better. 

Some of the feminist leaders have gained respect and even the admiration 

of fairly traditional people and groups. For example, Gloria Steinem 

was chosen "Woman of the Year" by McCall's in 19 72. The presence in 

offices of responsibility of women who are identified with the movement 

such as Shirley Chisholm and Frances Farenthold is good for taking the 

radical edge off the movement in the public's estimation. The media has 

in the past several years covered the action of women such as these 

rather that seeking out bra-burning sensationalism. Bella Abzug still 

comes on too strong for the general American public, but she does 

adhere to the mainstream feminist philosophy. The movement needs 

activist as well as philosophical leadership especially in politics .. 

But the truly radical (Le., socialist, anti-men, etc.) leaders and 

groups such as Valerie Solanis and Ti Grace Atkinson no longer receive 

attention in the me<lia as they once did~ The radical fringe 0£ femi-

nism is repo-rted now mainly in underground newspapers v..~hich at:e not the 

everyday reading fare of the general American public. Feminists seeking 

to communicate their philosophy should cultivate the aura of responsi-

bility that accrues to such groups as the National Women's Political 

Caucus. Even people who do not want the same things as women 1 s political 

groups cannot deny the £act that these groups ace seeking the changes 

they desire in Lime-honored American political fashion. 

Attention to specific concerns via lobbying or other types of 

political groups has the possibllity of taking away some of the fear 

associated with "Women's Liberation" as it draws attention away from 

accusacions and conflicL This leads to the second point thac feminists 

should keep in mind in co1mnunicacing thelr philosophy. Men as a group 
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hold more power in this country than women. If women want to share that 

power they should not attempt to gain it by threatening or accusing 

those who hold it. Setting up a category of people as large as "men" 

as the advocate serves little purpose. It is too generalized a target 

to serve as a unifying agent for women and too loosely applied to have 

any effect on men. Specific individuals, men or women, who happen to 

hold power and who are blocking just change in specific areas of concern 

are better targets for unifying women. Specific charges against such 

individuals may also be more effective than tirades against a generalized 

"devil" figure. 

In the same vein feminists need to make every effort to reach men 

and women where they are~ The communication strategy should be to use 

the concerns of the people one hopes to influence as cl means tu achieve 

the goals. This means that in order to reach men and women, feminists 

need to do several things. They need to know the va1ucs a:::1d concerns of 

the people they hope to reach. They need to show tha:: th23< are not 

opposed to those values. Feminists need to lndjcate for example that 

their values include a person's right to work for a ljving and to choose 

the occupation he or she desires. They can use data to show chat women 

have not in fact had equal opportunities in exercising this right. A 

ffiocal persuasion tactic could then be employed to generate in them a 

sense~ that women have been unjustly treated. More data could be used 

to show men and women how they would benefit from a more equitable 

system. For instance, men whose wives wished to work would be relieved 

of the pressure to be the sole bread-winner for their families~ Since it 

is suspected that such pressure is the chief reason that men CE:.nd to 

die sooner than women, this data touches very close to something of 



value to a man. Women would receive the obvious material benefits of 

equal opportunities as well as the opportunity to make choices about 

their life styles. 
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After extablishing in people's minds the benefits they might gain 

from feminist proposals the implementation of such proposals will per-

haps be viewed with less trepidation than otherwise. For instance, in 

order for women to participate fully in the business world'., it will be 

necessary to have many more day care facilities than are_now ava~lable. 

Child care and materm.ty benefits will be required. More flexi'ble work 

schedules would allow families more choice about who will work~ when, 

and for how long. Better distribution of birth control information and 

implementation would allow more welfare women to earn a living. These 

changes might seem threatening if proposed singly, but when it can be 

shown that they only serve to implement a proposal tha~ will strengthen 

the work ethic and be beneficial to both men and women, the threat ~ay 

be diminished considerably. 

In summary th~n, if real, fundamental, society-wide change is to 

be made, feminists will need to do two things. First, they will need 

to communicate their philosophy to men and women. They aeed to show 

men that men too a~e victims of society's injustices to women. They 

need to help other women recognize the discrimiaation in the society and 

in their own lives. They need to appeal to basic American values and 

sli.ow how their philof';ophy and proposals would strengthen' those values. 

They need to indjcate the personal and material behefits possible for 

men and women of proposals they make, and they need to appeal to 

people's sense of justice. This effort at communication attempts to 

deal with the attitudinal level of women's problems. Second, femiuists 
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need to continue working on the political level. Responsible political 

action is a way for feminists to co1Tu~unicate to both men and women that 

their purpose is not to punish or threaten but to share responsibility 

in every area of life, business and politics as well as home and family. 

It is unfortunate that the exigencies of political participation may 

coerce feminists to violate the purity of their philosophy~ Perhaps 

purity of philosophy and power-seeking activities will never co-exist 

in peace. Women learned much in 1972 about power politics. It is cer-

cain they will use what they have learned in the future to seek to 

implement their philosophy. It is hoped that power will not corrupt the 

philosophy. It is a battle in feminism that is sure to be fought, and 

only time will reveal the outcome. 
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1carolyn Setlow and Gloria Steinem, "Why Women Voted for Richard 
Nixon," Ms., March, 1973, p. 110. 
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Women histon.cally have been denied a full voice in the 

evolution of the political and social institutions of this 

country and are therefore allied w1 th all under-represented 

groups in a common desire to form a more humane and compas-

sionate society. The Democratic Party pledges the following: 

*A priority effort to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment; 

*Elimination of discrimination against women in public 

accomodations and public facilities, public education and in 

all federally-assisted programs and federally-contracted 

employment; 

*Extension of the jurisdiction of the Civil Rights Com-

mission to include denial of civil rights on c11e bas1.s of 

sex; 

*Full enforcement of all federal statutes and executive 

laws barring Job discrimination on the basis of sex, giving 

the Equal Employment Opportunities Commission adequate staff 

and resources and power to Jssue cease-and-desist orders 

promptly; 

*Elimination of discriminatory features of criminal 

laws and administration; 

*Increased efforts to open educational opportunities at 

all levels, eliminatirig discrimination against women in 

access to education, tenure, promotion and salary, 
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*Guarantee that all training programs are made more 

equitable, both in terms of the numbers of women involved 

and the Job opportunities provided; jobs must be available 

on the basis of skill, not sex; 

*Availability maternity benefits to all work1ng women; 

temporary dis ab.th ty benefits should cover pregnancy, 

childbirth, miscarriage and recovery; 

*Elimination of all tax inequities that affect women and 

children, such as higher taxes for single women; 

*Amendment of the Social Security Act to provide equita-

ble retirement benefits for families with working wives, widows, 

women heads of households and their children; 

*Amendment of the Internal Revenue Code to permit working 

families to deduct from gross income as a business expense, 

housekeeping and child care costs; 

*Equality for women on credit~ mortgage, insurance, 

property, rental and finance contracts; 

*Extension of the Equal Pay Act to all workers, with 

amendment to read "equal pay for comparable work;" 

*Appointment of women to positions of top responsibility 

1n all brancheb of the federal government to achieve an 

equitable ratio of w0111en and men. Such positions include 

Cabinet mem~ers, agency and division heads and Supreme Court 

Justices; inclusion of women advisors in equitable ratios on 

all government studies, comm1ss1ons and hearings; and 
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*Laws authorizing federal grants on a matching basis for 

financing State Commissions of the Status of Women. 
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EQUAL RIGHTS FOR WOMEN 

The Republican Party recognizes the great contributions women 

have made to our society as homemakers and mothers, as contributors 

to the community through volunteer work, and as membeTs of the labor 

force in careers outside the home. We fully endorse the principle of 

equal rights, equal opportunities and equal responsibilities for women, 

and believe that progress in these areas is needed to achieve the 

full realization of the potentials of American women both in the home 

and outside the home. 

We reaffirm the President's pledge earlieT this year: "The 

Administrat1on will •.. continue its strong efforts to open equal 

opportunities for women, recognizing clearly that wcJ11en are often 

denied such opportunities today. While every woman may not want a 

career outside the home, every woman should have the freedo~ to 

choose whatever career she wishes - and an equal chanc~ to pu~sue 

it." 

This Administration has done more than any before it to help 

women of America achieve equality of opportunity. 

Because of its efforts, more top-level and middle-management 

positions in the Federal Government are held by women than ever 

before. The President has appointed a woman as his special assistant 

in the White House, specifically charged with the recruitment of 

women for policy-making Jobs in the United States Government. Women 

have also been named to high positions in the Civil Service Commission 

and the Department of Labor to ensure equal opportunities for employ-

ment and advancement at all levels of the Federal service. 
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In addition we have: 

- Significantly increased resources devoted to enforcement 

of the Fair Labor Standards Acts, providing equal pay for 

equal work; 

- Required all firms doing business with the Government to 

have affirmative action plans for the hiring and promotion 

of women; 

- Requested Congress to expand the Jurisdiction of the Com-

mission on Civil Rights to cover sex discrimination; 

- Recommended and supported passage of Title IX of the Ihgher 

Education Act opposing discrimination against women in 

educational institutions; 

- Supported the Equal Employment Opportunity Act of 1972 

giving the Equal Employment Opportunity Corrmnss ion enfoTce-

ment power in sex discrimination cases; 

- Continued our support of the Equal Rights Amendment to the 

Constitution, our Party being the First nat1.onal party to 

back thi5" Amendment. 

Other factors beyond outright employer discrimination - the 

lack of clnld care facih ties, for example - can llmi t job opportunities 

for women. For lower and middle income families, the P,cesident 

supported and signed into law a new tax provision which makes many 

child care expenses deductible for working parents. Part of the 

President's recent welfare reform proposal would provide comp-rehensive 
\ 

day care services so that women on welfare can work; 
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We believe the primary responsibility for a child's care and 

upbringing lies with the family. However, we recognize that for 

economic and J11any other reasons many parents require assistance 

in the care of theLr children. 

To.help meet this need, we favor the development of publicly 

or privately run, voluntary, comprehensive, quality day care services, 

locally controlled but federally assisted, with the requirement 

that the recipients of these services will pay their fair share of 

the costs according to their ability. 

We oppose ill-considered proposals, incapable of being 

adnunistered effectively, wluch would heavily engage the Federal 

Government in this area. 

To continue progress for women's rights, we will work toward: 

- RatificatLon of the Equal Rights Amendme-rit. 

Appointment of women to lnghest level pos1 t:1ons 'in the 

Federal Gove111ment, including the Cabinet and the Supreme 

Court. 

- Equal pay for equal work. 

- Elimination of discrimination against women at all levels 

in Federal Government. 

- Elimination of discrimination against women in the criminal 

justice system, in sentencing, rehabj 11 tiation and prison 

facilities. 

- Increased opportunities for the part-time employment of 

women, and expanded training programs for women who want 

to re-enter the labor force. 



138 

- Elimination of economic d1scr1m1nat1on against women in 

credit, mortgage, insurance, property, rental and finance 

contracts. 

We pledge vigorous enforcement of all Federal statutes and 

executive orders barring job discrimination on the basis of sex. 

We are proud of the contributions made by women to better 

government. We regard the active involvement of women on all levels 

of the political process, from precinct to national status, as of 

great importance to our country. The Republican Party welcomes 

and encourages their max1.1num participation. 




