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A CRITICAL STUDY OF THE TEACHER'S WORD BOOK

INTRODUCTION



INTRODUCTION

In 1921, Rdward L. Thorndike wrote: "Consider these
simple questiéns: How many English words shoixld the ordinary
boy or girl know the mesnings of at the end of Grade 87 In
what grades and in what connectlions should they be learned?
If gifted and experienced teoachers, supervisors, snd authors
of courses of study were to give anawers to these queations,
the answers would vary enormously, Nobody, in fact, knows the
enswers with even roughly spproximate correctness, ol

About the time the matter quoted in the ‘preceding

parasraph was publiéheﬁ in The Teacher's College Hacord,l

Mr., Thorndike fpresentec‘i the results of the study he head directed
in which he a2nd his assistants had counted four million, five
hundred thousand words from forty-one different sources in
order to discover which words were most frequontly used; the

- ten thousand words so found were then published with conveni~

ent prefatory material in The Teacher's Word Book.

Eight years have passed since The Teacher's Vord
Book sppeared, snd since the above questions were asked; yet
these very questions remain in a lsrge measure sti11 unenswered.
Yo investigators, so far as the writer knows, have extended the

study reported in Tﬁe Teacher?'s Word Book. The book seems to

1, Thorndike, E, L. ™ord Knowledge in the Elementsry School."
ZIhe Teacher's College Record. September, 1921.




have been ‘_aeceptec'g without question by meny educators and to

have bsen overlooked by others. XNo precise limite have been

get for using the book. No :lmiaiuvments have besn suggested

by other persons intereéted in simila: problems, Therefore,

because the questions presented by Mr. Thorndikd are of grea‘i:
importence, this thesis has bheen attembted.

Starting first with the idea tha;tv The Teacher's Word

Book could be used to give an index of difficulty to reeding
matérial, the writer, in conjunction with other students of
the Eniveraitﬁ' of Kénsas, attempted so to use it. The results
were not ‘encouraging, end the reason was sought. Among other
things it was moticed that each of the words of the 1list fre-
@enﬂy hed several distinct meanings, end thet these meaningé
varied almost as much in the \frequeney of their usage as would
the séme numbér of synonyms for the word,

In@i:y into this problem led to the preparation of

a list of the first 1000 words of The Teacher's Word Book with

their mesnings, clipped from Webstorts Secondary School Dic~

tionary. These 1000 words veried in the number of distinctly
'diﬂ;erent meenings from one to forty, Becsuse it appeered that
/ﬁttle.coui& be ascertained withoﬁt detailed study of these

- yarious meanings, the writer plammed a subsidlary study to as-

certain the relisbility of The Teacher's VWord Book.

In planning this study it wes reasoncd that 1f The

Teacher's Ford Book actually listed ten thousand words in the

order of their frequency in literature (a thing which, super-

ficially, it appeéred to ao) the voeabulary usege of various



wr;tersr could be ascertained by analysis of word usage in repre-
sentative books. Bspeclally d1d it seem likely that storles ap=

| gaéring in gré&eaéehuul readers eoulri bg '_ given an index of diffi-
culty; and wiﬁl this idea, a iword—by-word classification of the
meanings and uses of the words appeaﬁng within the firat 1256
peges of a sésond. reader was undertaken. |

| As the study progressed it became ircressingly evident
that no one person could prove, in a yedr’s time, that the differ-
ent msaningé in which words were used varied as much in their fre-
| .quency of appearance as did the words themselvess for the working |
‘out of such proof wonld be a morumental task. It would require
the construction of & colossal work —- a combination word book
and diatiqnary; to prepare it one would need ths hélp of a large
staff o:f‘ efficiant workers. |

Yhather The Teacher*s Word Book, or any other tabula~

tion, can be made to furnish the answers to the questions raised

by Mr. Thorndike is still a matter for speculation. The Teacherts

Word Bockvhgs bean é- very important comtrimtion toward the soluw=
tion of these problems. Hevertheless, it is the limitations of
the book, discovered in utilizing 1%t in research, that will dbe
the most important part of the information presented on the fol-
lowing pages.

Hence the first part of the study polints out certain

outstaniing deficiencies of The Teacher's Word Book. These were

ascertained by analyming 125 pages of the Buswell-Wheeler Second

Grgde Reader. Part II of this thesis will discuss in detail the
’.mnitationa encountered by the writer in his attempt to assigm



wor& ?alaas (inﬁe:c xmm‘bsrs) to -&xe words in the Buswell-Wheeler
z'eadex‘ ané. 'Im e the @horadika Word Book in researche
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SUBSIDIARY STUDY



PART ONE
SUBSIDIARY STUDY

In the subsidiary study the first thing undertaken
was the consiruction of a list of the 1000 most frequently used
- words with their meanings, The words were taken from The Teach-
er's Word Baoki,f;apa the meanings were copied from Websterts

Collegiate Dietionary.

1. The lists given on pages 127 to 134 of The Teacher's Vord
Baok were found to be inaccurste, as a comparison of the index
 mumbers showed. {Index mumbers: those gsppearing with the
words on peges 1 do 126, inclusive.)} The entire list was
checked over, All words having an index number of 49 to 74 in
The Teacher's Word Book wore included in the second 500 of the
first 1000§ 2ll heving an index number of 75 or more were in-
cluded in the first S00. There was a total of 1007 such words
501 in the first 500 rank, and 505 in the second $00 rank.

The following insccuracies were discovered in checking 6"ver’
the first 1000 words, pages 127 4o 129 of The Teachar's Toxrd
Book:

becems {48 2 a) should de omitted, smd
become {88 1 a4) should be inserted in the first 500;
John John (77 1 a5) should be inserted in the first 500;
e Tie {74 1 b) should be omitted from the first 500 as
: it already appesrs in the second 500. .
Look {79 1 85) should be inserted in 1list of the first
- 500 and omitted from the list of the second 500.
‘Other words such as 8dd (75 al), bBsutiful (75 al),
and drop (75 al) are nesrer the border line between
the first and second five hundreds, at least ac-
cording to their index mumbers;
chain (49 1 b} should be inserted in the second 500;
enjoy {8) should be omitted from the second 500;
exercise (51 1 b) .should be inserted in the second 500;
kfool {49 1 b) should be inserted in the second 500;
(49 1 b) should be inserted in the second 500;
: mightz (49 1 b) should be inserted in the second 500;
t {49 1 b) should be inserted in the second 500;
g t (75 1 b) should be inserted in the second 5003
return (68 1 b) should be inserted in the second 500,



_ The iist of 1000 words follows:

a
abla
ghout

 above

aecount

geroes

ack

add.
afraid
- after

_aftemook

agaln
against
age
BZO
air
all
. allow
almost
.alone
- - along

- already
also
although
aluays
am
American
aneng
amunt

“attend

bahf'

vattle
bay

b

bhear
beagt
Yosutiful
besat

beauty.

becaune
become
bed
Pee

‘been

before
began
bogin
behing
being
bolieve
bell

belong

begide
best
bettexr
between
big
bill
bird
bit
black
blezs
blind
blood
hlow
hlna

bottom
bow
box

“boy

branch
brave
bread
Dreak.
broakfast
bridge
bright
bring
broad
broken
brook
vrother
brought
brown
build
ouilding
built
burn
business
busy
bub
batter
buy

by
cake
call
camns
can
cannot
¢ap
captain
caxr
¢are
gareful
carxy
case
cateh -
cause
gant
center
certain
chain

- ¢hair

chance

change

charge

chief

child
children
chooze
Christmas
¢hurch
circle

eity

¢lass
clean
clear
clock
¢cloge
cloth
clothe

‘elothes

¢loud
coal
coast
coglb
cold
colox
coma
gcoming
conmand
conmon
company
complete
conditlion
contain
gonbinue
cook
cool
coxn
cornex
cagt
could
count
country
goursse
court
cover

cow

cried
crossa
crowd
¢crown

oy

- cup

cut

dance
dare
dark
date
danghter
day
dead
denl
dear
death
decide
deep
delight
demand
desire
destroy
did

die
difference

~differeont

dinner
direct
discover
distance
divide
do
doctor
does
dog
done
dontt
dooyr
double
doubt
down
draw
dream
dress
drink
arive
drop
dry
during
dust
duty
each
ear
early
earth
east



easy
sat
edge
ozZg
eight
elther
glse
end
eneny
England
English
enough
enter
“entire
agual
gscape
even
evening
ever
every
_everything
- exoept
exercise
expect
- @xXpregs
extend

- eye

- fave
. fack
falr
- fall

. fomily

. femous
- fancy
- far
- farm
- farmer
- fast
fat
father
. favor
. fear
. feed
© feel
- feet
fell
fellow
- feolt
.- fence
- few

field
f£figzht
flgure
£111
find
fine
finger
finish
fire
firmm
first
figh
it
five
fix
fioer -
Tlow
fiower
follow
following
Tood
fool
Toot
for
foxrce
foraest
forget
form
former
forth
forward
found -
four

fouxrth

Trance

 free.

French
fresh
friend
from
front

- fruit

full
£ams
garden
gate
gather

gave

general
gentle
gentloman
get

heart
heat
hieaven

. heavy

hoight
held
help
her
here
herself
bide
high
hill
him
hinmself
his
history
114
hole
home
honor
hope
horse
hot
hour
house
how

bowever .

hundred A

hunt
“hurry

hurt
husband

I v
ice

it

il
important
in

inch
increase
indeed
Indian
instead.
interest
into

iron

is
island
it



1isten
1ittle
live
load
long
logk
Tord

- lose

~ loss
oot
1t
lcwa;
love

lﬂwer

m&li
make

nmnsérf"

many
march
- mark.
marked
magter
- matter
may
mne
mean

measure

meab
meet
member
men
nerYy
- meb
middle
might

mile

mill
mind
mive
nimteg
miss
- mopend
money
monkh
‘moon

ore
moxrning
mogh
mother

mound

mountain
mouth
mnove

Mre
roe
mch
maie
met

ny
" myself

nation
natural
nature
near
necessary
neck
nesd

neither

nest
naver
new

Bew York
next
nice
night
nine

ne
noise

Hone

noon
nor
north
nose

1o
- note

sniothing

- notice

now
aumber
0

oak .
objact

ocasn
of
off

offer
office

officer
often
oh
old
on
onoe
one
only
open
oY
ordexr

Hther

ought

outpide
over
ovn
bage

- pain

painh
pair
papsr

party
pass .
pash
path
bay
peace

 people

perfect
perhaps
person
pick
picture
piece
place
plain

~ plan

plant
play
pleagant
plesse

point
poor -

poasible
post
“pound
- povier

practice
prepare
present
press
pretty
price
prince
promise
proper
proud
prove
publia
pull
pure
purpose
put
quarter
quaen
question
quick
gniet
auite
raca
rain
raise
ran
rapld
yathey
roach
resd
ready
real
reason
receive
red
remain

remenber

reply
report
require
rost
retun
rich
ride

‘right

ring
Tise
river
road
rock
roll
roof
roOMm
rpse
round
row
rle
run
rush
sad
safe
sald
sall
salt
pame

. sand

sat
save
Baw
say
school
sea
geason
seat
gecond
BGO
geed
seek
peemn
seen
gelze
self
sell
gend
sent
geparate
serve
gervice
set
sattle
seven
pevoral
shade
shoke



shall
shape
ghe -
sheep
ghine
ghip
shoe
shop
ghore
ghort
should
ghoulder
Cghout

- ghow -

S 167k
- gick
gide
aight
sign
silk
ailver
simple
gince
ging
single
Coely
gister
gitb
gix
glze
,s!r.m
sky
- gleep
slow -
srall
“gmile
swoke
 enow
HO
- goft
goil

~osold

soldier
oome
gomething
gomatine
son
song

gaon

sort

soul

gound

“gouth
‘space

spesk
gpend
splrit
spoke
spot
spread
spring
square
shand
star
sbart
gtate

station

stay
step
stiek
stiil
gtock
gtone
stoed
stop
store
storm
story
gtralght
atrange
stream
gtreed

strength

agtrike
si;rmg

-gub) oot
such

sudden
suffor
sugar
suit
sumEnay
s
supply
suppose

‘surprise

gweet
table
tail

take "

$alk
+all
taote
teach
teachex
toar
tell
ten
then
thank
that
the
theo

threir

Hhem

themselves

then

+onch

. toward

sovn

trado
train
travel
tree
trip
trouble
trme
trust
truth
try
turn
twelve
twently
two
unele
andey

umlerstagd.

unite
until
up
upon
s

unse
naual
valley
value
very
view
village
vigit

“voice

walt
walk
wall
want
war

- warm

wag
wash
waste
watch
water

. wave

vy
we

weak
wear

weather

week
waight
woll

weant
were
what
wead
wheat
wheel
whan
wvhere
vhethex
which
while
ghite
who
whole
whon
wvhoge
why
wilde
wife
wild
will
win
wind
window
wing
winter
wise
wish
with
within
without
woman
wonder
wonderful
wood
word
work
world
worth
would -
write
wrong
yard
year
yellow
yas
vestarday
yet
yon
young
your



10

The several meanings of each of the 1000 worde were

copled from Vebster®s Collegiate Dicticnary; space was left up=

on & babulation theat for counting of the frequency of the ap=
poarance nj:’ sach meaning for each word in the Buswell-iheeler
Reader. A4 oystem 6f tallyivg similar to thet used in Ransas for
the counting of ballots was followed. If a glvon meaning occur-
yed }mﬁ once, that mesning wonld be followed by a single tally,
Y"/‘"‘; 1 £ o neaning ocenrred six times in the context of a glven
bit of mrinted mabter, that meaning would have accomnlated six
"tallies, indicated by 7 /M.

‘One by one oach word of the Tirst 125 pages of the
Bugwell~thecleor Secmé. Teader was studied and its meanings vere
tatnlated. Vhere the &ictionary fornished no meaniﬁg; closely
approximoting that given the wérd in the reader, o new meaning
wag written in and an exira count assigned. Sach fdiomatic us~
ages wers tabnlated soparately.

Immdiately following is a sample of the dictionary
1ist of meanings. The mmerel indicating the number of tinmes
the meaning appeaﬁed was originally represented by talliese Or=-
1y the first fhirteen words of the ons thousand are ircluded here.
This presentation ezémgalifiea clearly tho method followed in tally-
ing the moanings of each 6f the words in the first 125 peges of
f;he roader. | | |
s (@) 1. The first lettor of the English alphabet. (Not named

as such, Tallies 6}.* 2. As & symbol, used to denote or indi-
cate: a, B‘irét in order cr'e}.aés. (Tallies O); b, Lﬁxsic The

sixth tone in the model major scmle (that of C), or the first



n

relative minor seale, Also, @ key giving this tome, or a sym-
bol for it. (Tellies 0). |

A or a, n.; pl. Afa, aes, or as {as). "k'rhe letter A, a, or its
sound. (Tellies 0). |

a, (&) v.t. Corruption of have, Obs. or Disl. (Tsllies 0).

a {unstressed, a; émphatie a) adj., or (as usually called) the
indefinite article., 1. The shortened form of an, signifying,
but less mphétiﬁ then, one or any, and commonly used before
words beginning with a consonsnt sound. (Tallies 241).. 2. In
each; ta or for each; as "a dollar a yard." (Tallies O).

" {a), prep. (AS of éff, from) of. Obs, (Telliesc0).

a (&), prep., a-, a= {(a) preﬁx.f (As;. an; on.) On; in; at; as
in afloat, aﬂeld, afivre, aslsep, e Monday," "thrice a year,"
"a-hunting.'f (Tellies 2).

- (G2, %V, &, mob, & ‘being before consonants) A prefix, eppear-
ing as sn~ ﬁefora yowsls or the letter ﬁ. denoting not, without,
un=,. asin abysa, asexual, anhydrous. (Tallies 0).

a-, A prefix equiv. to 1%t A, prep., denoting off, from, of; es in
adown, athirst, efresh, ete. (Talliss 0).

g-, A form of Ab., (Tallies 0).

-gble (&~b'l), ~Ibt-1e (i-bt1), or ble. (F., fr. L. -ebilis, -ibilis,
-bilis,}) A suffix used to form adjectives, emd meaning: 1.
capéble of being, ':t‘ﬁ'; {0 be, worthy to be (acted upon in a cer-
tain way); ... lovable ...etc. (Tallies 0). 2. Able to, capedble
of ceusing, prodnctive_uf, characterized by; slso, inclining to,
liable to, subject to. (Tallies G). |
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‘ e.'ble {a’b’l}, a.; a’bler (a'bler}; a'blest (a'bleat). (OF.. fr,
L. habu:l.s, eaai]y held or msneged, apt, fr. hahere to hava,
hold) 1, Having sufficienﬁ power, forece, skill, ete.; compet-
ent; naﬁable.-’ {Tellies 1)‘. 2, Having 1nteiieetue1 qualifica-

tions, or strong mental powers; talented, clever, (Tallies 0),

awanfbj“,-‘(‘éubout':), sdv, {AS, 'abﬁta#, onbiten; on + bdtan, fr, be
Sy/ . utan, outward, ut, out,) 1, On all sides} here and there;
| sroun&; ﬁa, to 1&02 sbout; wandering a’bout; (Tailiea 3). 2.
In eirou:!.tg eround the outside; as, at the waist he is one yard
about* {Tallies 0}, 3. Nearly; approximately; as, about 400.
frani'ea 05. 4. '1.‘0 8 reversed poaition; half around; as, to
fa&e abou'é. v (Tallies 0). 5, In rotation; ‘a8, turn sbout is
- fair play, (Tallies 0). |
X -»prép., 1. Arcmdz on every side of; as, the alr is sbout us,
{Tellies 0). EN In the immediate neighborhood of; near; by
’.‘or on {onets person); a8, he atayed about the houae for our
protection; heve you a knife about you? (Talliea 1) 3. Over
or upon different perts of; here and there; in} as, to travel
about the country; stones scattersd ai»oui: ,a field. (Tallies 0),
4, Near; not far from; as, about this time yeaterday. (Tellies
0). $. In concern with; engaged in; as, he went about his
business, (Tallies 4). 6, Before a verbel moun or an 1nﬁ.n-‘
itivet On the 'poi'nt or verge ofj in the sct of} as, he was |
about to leap, (Tailies 0)s 7. Concerning; with regard to;
in connection with; touching; es, to talk ahdut polities.
(Tallies 13). |



| a-bove* (a-buv*), adv» (AS. on, on + be, by, ufan, upward ) 1. In
a place shove something; overhead, ('rall:les 2). 2. Eerlier in
ardar; aa, that was said above‘ (‘l'sst.'&Z‘Lvi’l.eﬁ\‘0’)}w 3. ﬁiéher in rank
orpower. (‘ralllesa) B o
:wpfép. 1, In or to a higher place than; higher thenj overj =~op<
. _4-I,Qged‘to helow,or ‘bgnaatl;. (Tallies 0). B Fig., higher thenj
superior tof Masaiﬁg; beyond; as, sbove 'cr';t:iciam. above re-
#enge,‘ ('.I’al‘lies 0} 3, Surpaseing in number ox quantity; more
than, (Talliaa O)«
Beingmhova; aituated, placed, said, m:itten. mentioned, or
‘t/ha ‘1ike,- g.ba"@& (Tallies 0). J
=-n, That which is ebave.. ;('I‘alfiies .0),.* o

ac-count? {askount?), v.-.t;'(ﬁom 61?., fr, a (L.aa) + conter, to
oauntz, L. ucmpntare.) 1. To ereﬁﬁ.t {t0) in an account; assign;
rwuaad wﬁ;h to. Rare‘ 2. To valne; eatimate; hold; Judge; deem,
_ f-v.i. 1, 'I'o renéler, or atata the terms of, en account, a8 of
maney expanded. 2. '1'0 anawer; -«uaed with for, aa, we met ace
eaum: for our apportnnities. 3. To give a satiafactory regson;
explain; ~=uged with for, | | | | |
-en, 1, A reakcning: computation, .2.1 stabement of business
‘dealings subjested to a;reok.oning 'oxl" review; hence, a"right or
 elaim the itaﬁs of which meke up such a statement, 3. A state-
ment in general of reasons explanatory of some event; hence,
raaaon, ground, moti've. or the like; as, on no account, 4.
atatement of tac’bsj narrative; report, 5. Eatimation; veluation;
Jumen{;;‘ ’ae; you stand high in his account, 6, Importance;
worth; sdventege; profit. (Tellies: This word did’ not ocour

within the first 125 pages of "The Silent Reeding Hour, ")
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 a=orosst ,’(”&-41&59‘)',7 sdv. (a- on, in+ oraaa.’).‘b From side to side; .
am‘smse.“ (Tallies 0), |

-éérep;; ’ From side to éide of} Zatliwart; 'on the other side of (Tal=

B liea 1); {over; g (Talliés 1)+ (These meanings wers not seperated
except ﬁﬁhin the 1iet,” In tabﬁliationa such &8 those on pages
25 to 20 thoy would mot be distinguished.)

ack (ék’eiy n. (F. acte, ‘I»,‘~aétua,' and actum, fr, sgere, to drive,

do.) 1. That which is done or doing; exercise of power; effact
' of exerted power; performance; deads (Tallies 0). 2, The re=
sult of public deliberation; decision of a legislative body,
court, ete,i (Tallies 0); a decres; edict, law, Judgment, re-
sblve; or award, (Tallies 0). 3, A formal writing stating that
aoma‘bhing'haa been d&né; as, an Act of sale, (Tallies 0).'_ 4, A
perfomanaa of pa‘rt’ of § piay; one of the principal divisioné of
a draxqatie mr&, ('i’ailie‘é 0)y 5. A thedis maintained in public,
as in Faomeb English Uni’v*ei'aitiea, as by a candidate for a degree,
(’Tallies" vO)’. 8. fro,aeas of éoing‘; aetion;v 88, to be teken in
the act, {Tellies 0). 7. ‘;pl.» 1(cap,)' Short for Aots of the
’,‘A:éoaitla's, the ii.tl@ of {:he £ifth book of the New Testament,

(Tallies 0). | o N '

wenth of God, law, an inevitable scoident,- (Tallies 0), .’

ey, b, 1, To aétuata;ﬁ Obs. {Tallies 0), 2., To perform (& play'
or the like) asvan’ actor. 3. To assume the office or character
of} play; personate; as, to act the hero, Hemlet, eto, (Talliea
0). 4. To Teign or counterfeit; simulatég (‘ranies 0}

«=v.i. 1. To exert or pﬁt forth energy or po{ver; perform functions;

do something; specif., to carry into effect a determination of
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the willy s, I shall mct at once if he fails, (Tallies 0).
2. To heve effect; exert influence;j es, most acids do not act
on gless, (Tellies 0), 3. To behave; bear or depert one's
self, -(’I_’dlliea 1)s 4, To perform on the stage; play a part; .
also, to admit of being performed or ected, (Tallles 0).

add {Ea),'v-.t-.' (L sddere; ad + dare-,.- to give, put,) 1, To give (tﬁ):
bestow {on); as, "The Lord shall 2dd to me emother son," 2. To
jo:h_i_- (one thing to another) or unite [;aevarﬁl thinga) so as to
- increase in number, augment ;’Ln quantity, or aszpregate into one;
 Math,, to unitoe in one sum or quentity. Hence; to sum up; put
| together maﬁ}:‘ally. 3. To sppend, as a statement; say further,
-~v.i, To make sddition, (Tallles: #this word d1d not sppear With-
in the first 125 pages of "The Silent Reading Hour,")

e~fraidt { e,-tr&d'),. p.a. (01d p,p. of effray.) Impressed with fear
or spprehension, ...Afraid implies & state of feer. ...(Tallies

2); in fesr, apprehensive. (One meaning listed.)

aftter (_éi"té"r}, edv, and conj, (As.-' Aefter,) Subsequently in time
or place; behind; afterwards; later than, (Tallies 4),

-=prep, -l. Behind in place; --—ofta'ﬁ with the aa_mé houn preceding
and following to denote repetition; eﬁs. .day after day. (Tellles
4) . 2 Followingthe course of; in search or’jmrauit of'; hence .
with.;;.'ﬁriew to_;. :'.cdnhbrzll_inig; i,:‘i respect'of; as ho went after a -
book; to ask after a friend, (Tellios 2), .3, Later in time;
subasquent to. (Tallles 0). -4; Suhaeqﬁent to and in fiaw of;
_aﬁ,_ after whaﬁ I aaid,' why did you go? (Tallies '0}.- 5., Below
in rank, (Tallies 0), 6." In imitetion of} after the manner or

sppearance ofj as, he takes after his father,  (Tallies 0),
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‘7. According to} in accordance with; as, he acted after his
kind. ;-.;Aftér implies movement.,.. (Tallies 0).
«~8, (AS, meftera,) 1. Next; later in time; subsequent, (Tallies

). 2. Hindérf nesrer the rear, (Tallies 0),

aftter-noon (noon'), n., The part of the day between noon and eve-
© ning, '(This word did not ocour within the first 125 peges of

e "fme 'Si:léxzxt‘ "aéééiﬁs’ w‘"* e

argain' (e»gen' also, esp, Brit. -and rhetoricai. a»gan'), adv,
(45, ongegn, cngean.‘against,‘again;’on gean, against,) 1. In
' return; back; as, bring us wofd aggin‘_‘(Tallies 1), &, Another
, timef.anew: s, we shall live egain, (Tallies 6). 3. Once re-
' 1peatad, as in quantity§ as, es large again;\repeated in anothgr'
: place* as, ycu will not f£ind his 11ke again. (Tallies 0), 4;’.
‘uOn the ethar hand. (Tallies O)g 5; Moreover; besides; further;
aa, again, it may ‘be unwise to 80, -
‘uuagain anﬁAagain, more then oncej often; repeatedlyo (Tallies 0).
o (@ha‘maaning of sgein in the above,phrase ia counted as a sep-

erate dietionary maaning 1p the tabulations on page 23,),

a~gainst? (deg¥nst?, also, esp, Brit. and rhetorical, s-ganmst'),
' prep.  (AS. ongegn. ongeanes,} 1. Abreast of; opposite to;
facihg;:tbward¢~ (Tellies 0), 2, From an opposite or different
‘direction and 80 88 to strike or touch; 1n>dontaot with (Tallies
1); upon; as hail beats szainst the rooffy 3. In opposition to;
coun#er to; hence adverse to} as, against.reason; against law,
(Tallies 0). &, By or hafora the time thet; in preparation for;

as, storing'up'foo&‘ag&inst'fhe winter, 'Areﬁaie, (Tallies 0),
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age (a8)y mffr.OE‘s,fm L. aetas, for aaiitaa, £r. éévﬁm,“gge_v.)
1. mt par*b of ?hhe duration of'glbeing or & thing between its
Beginniﬁgvanﬂ, eny given time; és; his age is now ten years, 82,
T}l’z‘a wimle aui:aﬁian of & being; lifetime; as, the age of the dog
is frem 10 ia 1‘5’ yaarh. B Thé time of life at which some par=
ticular qualii‘ication, power, ar ‘capacity ariaes or vests; as
to be of seh:ool 889, 4«. Specifa: Matura age; full ege, or
nmjarﬂzy, whs.ch a‘b the common law is fixed at 21 years, or in
eomav statea at 3.8 yaara for women, -- used with ofj es, to come .
aﬁ' age} 1o be oi* B8ges S Ona af.thelatages of life} as the
age of infanay; spedifaf éld eges 6+ A paartioular perlod of
tima, esp, with rei‘erenae to civllization or the earth's history,
aa;_,ytha stone age, the bmnza age, +the golaen age, the coal age,
é‘té, T T'zhe people th live at a particular period; hence e
generation, 8, A cemtury. . A long time, (indefinitely).
Collods 16; In poker, the right belonging to the player to

, tﬁb 191'1; nr‘ the J&ealér, under oartaiﬁ oox{ditions s to have the

last aay; the pleyer in this positions |

“=¥.ds and t,, aged {ajd); ag*ing. age¥ing (a;}*ing) To grow or
mke_ agea; beccme or maka ald: mature. ,

wegpge (83)s (E‘. <age, £r, Ly « aticum,) A suffix used to form nouns
ﬁenétingz a Something in the relationship of appurtensnce,
»mnctibn,‘_ or the like, and esp, the collection', aggreéate, or
m»tatal of tl;ing& ing or aris:ng from, such relationships
vessel stats, q‘onditio‘n, rénk,; dignity, or the like; as

in bevonage, etcs
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a=go* (&-g0'), a. & adv. (01d p.p., deriv, of AS. egan, to pass
avayy a + gan, to go.) Past; gone by, (Tallies: adve~- 2;

a== 0),

air (ar), n, (7. sir, L. aér, fr. Gr, x N\ air,.zﬁist.) 1. The
invisible, odc?less. and tasteless mixture of geses, chiefly
nitrogen and oxygen, surrounding the earthy the atmoapheré.
(Tallies 1). 2. Something unsubstantial, light, or vdlatile.‘
(Taliiaso). 3, That which surrounds end influences; as, there
was an air of distress, (Tallies d) 4. Air in motion; gentle
winﬂ; fig., breath; as, there is too much air here' to feel the
air from a door, (Tellies 0), 5. Utterance sbroad; publicity;
vent} as, to give Va thing sir, (Tallies 0). 6., Music. A
melody; tune; aria, (Tellies 0)., 7. Outward eppesrance; seme
blance; manner; style; as, this has the air of a secret, (Talw
lies 0). 8. Bearing. attitude, or aation; as, a lofty air} his
_eir showed it, (Tallies 0), 9, An ertificial or affected man-
ner; as, to give one's self airs, _(Tallies 0). |
w-v,t, 1, To exposs to the air, as for sooling; ventilate. (Tel-
lies 0), 2. To expose for public notiee; display. (Tallies 0),
‘«~n, NOT LISTZD IN DICTIONARY, T"Air" thought of aé a measure of
spade rolative to the ground, es, page 02, lino 10 6f the Bus-
wéllﬁ??heeler Secand readsr: "The pony's head was always high
in the air.,," or bpage 80, 1ine 20, "He threw the paper, and
1t went through the air in & big ourve emd fell, right on the

doorétep, ” (Tallies 3) .

all (01), 8, (AS:. eal, pl. ealls). 1, The whole quantity (4); ox-
tent (8); duration {9); amount (Sj‘; quality (1); or degree or (O);
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the whdie;'kdlleetivel‘y (21) or dietributiyely (4); eny; whate
ever; every (0). ‘(Tailies for meaning one 'és a unit: 25). 2.
Only; alone; nothing but; as, it was all profit, and no loss,
. |
e dy, Wholiy;'entirelyg quite; veri. : ('I‘aliies 18).
~-n, The whole; tatality, hence, everything. or every pnrson. {14).
-=gll but, almost, nea:c-ly‘ (Tallies 0).
mall in all, evary thing: alsd -—(advarbially) whollr altogether,
Do
=61l in the wind, @& Neut, With the head to the wind and ell the
: sai:ts flapping or shivering. b In a flurry; confused and un~
] certaiu as to what to do. (Talli'es‘ 0). |
-»«all the pane, knwerthalese. ('I‘allies 0).
~-at all, in sny way or respect; (Talliea 0): in the least degree
| or to the 1eaat extent (Talliee 4)3 under any cirocumstances
( Talues 0) mused _chiefly 4in negative 1nterrogative sentences,

for emphasim

:tn a way similar to the analysic given above all of the

‘one thauaan&, most frequentlsr used mrds (acoordzng to The Teachert's

%rd Book) were 1iated with their meaninga. In this list, the fre~
quenoy uf’ each meaning was carefully sat down 'vfor each word appear-
ing in the first thirteen ator;les snd the poems contained in the
4Buaweil~s%eeler semma reader.

Only those meanings which the distionary distinguished
by & letter or numerel in iwol& faced type were éounteﬂ. excépt where
the word eppeared in a phrase which the dictionary listed as a dis-

tinguishable meaning} | in such a case that meaning was counted a



aepai*ate one.‘

| Bareful mccount was made of parts of speech, of contrac-
tions, o:t' plurala, of nouns. of tenses of varbs, of compound words,
ete, Beuauae an account of the method may be interesting and val=-
uable to stuﬁenta of reaaarch, meny of the details are included
hereim | | o

Upan a ‘Bypewritten &opy of the 125 pages of the aecond

reader the following method of marking progress during the oheoking'

was neeeasary,
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As the writer tebuleted the meanings of the words he also

checked the frequeney value of each word just above it, as illustrated

in the fpllowing guotation, a copy of pege one of the Buswell-Wheeler

second resder,

"YALENTINE'S DAY

2 1 1 »o 1 2 1
- "Each day the postman ceme to

no - 2 1 4 / 1 1
Betty's house with letters, and there

1 4 [/ 1 2 1 3
were letters for Father and Mother

1 1 4 4 1 1 & 5
and her big brother and her big sister,

1 1 1 1 4 /1 no
but there were no letters for Betty.

1 3 3 3 1 0 1
"One morning she saw the postman

11 4 1 1 11 & [/
on the street with his bag of letters,

1 1 4 1 1 3 1 B 1
and she went to the door to meet him,

Ib 1l . 3 2 2
""Wr. Postman,™ she said, "why

b 1.2 1 4
don't I get any letters?t

1 1 2 4 1l - 4
"tDa you ever write sny?' asked
1 v 1
the postmen,
1 2 n0 1 Do
"'No,' said Betty,'f don't
1 11 4 s /

know how to write letters.'”

Explanation:

Above each word is a
numeral or & letter indi-
cating as follows:

1, 2, 3, 4, or 5, ep~
pearing above a word sig-
nifies that the word is

listed in The Teacher's Vord

Book as in the lst, 2nd, 3rd,
4th, or 5th hundred of the
first thousand words.

™" indicates that tﬁe
word is in the second five

hundred of the first thou=

sand,

mon indicates that
the word is outside the
firast thousand.

mO" indicates a

neme outside the list,

"Hot inﬁicatee a
special category.
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The purpose of marking the words in the menner described
,on the previous page was to show progress and to indicate the diffi-
culty of the various stories (baaed upon a comparison of the word

: meanings used as well as upon the frequency according to The Teacher's

Word Book‘) No reliable system for accomplishing this latter aim
was worked out, The aﬁount of material cﬁecked was insufficient, as
previously explained; thorafore,)only‘an inchoafe effort was made in
thiskdifectign. | |

To show the significance of the facts discovered in meking

‘the tabulations, the first one hundred words, all of which occurred
at least once in the reader, are next listed:

Frequency of use in the reader is placed in the first
colum to ihe right of the list of words;

dictionary cetegories, 1i§ted, end appearing in the
reader, are placed in the next two columns, respece
tively; |

odd 1dibms, not readily tabulated with fhe dictionary

| meanings, are in the next column; and,

'pérts of speech, listed in the dictionary, and appeering
in the resder, make up the*lasf two colu@ns of numbers,
iespeetively.

In giving the most-~frequently-appearing meaning with each
of the words, the writer does not infer that such meaning is ectu-
ally the most importent one which the word has. In view of the very
limited number of meaninga‘tabulated such an inference would be

unjustifisble,



Words Frequency Dictionary 044 Psrts of  Most frequent

-of the of Categories Uses Spesch meaning or use
lst 100 use List- In in List~ In briefly given
; in R, ed R, R, ed R,

a 247 10 3 2 5 3  (Indefinite article.)
.about 21 12 5 2 2 (prep.) Ooncerning.
after 20 110 5 4 3 (prep.) Later in time,
egein 7 8 2 1 1 (adv.) Another time,
asgainat 1l a1 1 1 {prep.) In contact
: with, upon,
all 74 9 6 2 5 2 (a.) The whole collec=
' tively,
an 8 9 =z 3 2 (Indefinite article.)
and = 446 3 2 1 1 1 (conj.) Of sddition
- and connection,
any lé6 . 3 3 2 2 2 (a.) One, some, in-
: definitely,

are ‘ 34 7 2 4 2.1 (v.) As & copula with

B : pred., n, or pred. a.
as 49 s 9 3 4 3 In "as ., as" phrases,
at 60 . 6 5 4 1 1 (prep.) Position, end

. or object directed to-

_ . , ward,
be 37 12 7 1l 2 1 (v.) As eopula with

pred. a. or pred. n,

been 12 1 1l 3 1 1 To exist relative to
~_place, condition, ete.

before 12 13 6 3 3 (conj.) Previous to
; the time when.

but 81 6 4 1 2 2 (conj.) However.
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Words Frequeney Dictionary 0dd Parts of Most frequent

- of the of Categories Uses §Speech meaning or use

~1st 100 use ligt« In in List- In briefly given
in R. ed R. R. wed R.

by 25 16 8 3 5 2 (edv,) Neer in pass-
. ing.
can . 26 5 1 3 1 (v.) To be able.
come | 26 12 4 2 1 1 (v.) To approach,
day. 52 - '8 3 6 1 1 (n.) The time of light
: between sun-up and
o sun=down,
do{img) =~ 80 - 18 10 5 2 1 (v.) To perform as
' an action,
every 14 2 1 2 1 (a.) Each {(one) with-
out exception.
for 74 18 8 4 3 2 (prep.) As in "Letters
' - for Betty."
from 18 1 1 1 1 1 (prep.) Away from
‘ proximity to--, eteo.
go 32 32 6 1 2 1 {v.) To pass from
, point to point.
‘good, 31 26 8 1 3 2 (a.) Sufficient or
’ : satisfactory.
. great 15 20 5 2 1 (a.) Considerable in
_ . degrees, otec.
hed | 2 16 8 2 1 1 ({as the past perfect
o suxiliary verb.) :
have 53 14 8 3 1 1 (v.) To hold in poss=
; . : .ession or control,
he 210 4 1 2 2 1 (pron.) The man or
male previously
: , désignated.
her 70 g2 1. 1 1 (pron,) Objective

case of she,

here 11 6 4 1l 1 1 {(adv.) In this place
. --opposed to there,
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Words Frequency Dietionary 0d4d Parts of | Most frequent

of the of Categories Uses ©Speech meaning or use
lst 100 use Ligst« In in list= In briefly given

in R, ed R, R, ed R, ‘
him 65 1 1 1 1 - (pron,) Objective -

case of he,

his 103 -8 2 1 1 1 {adj.) As in "It
' ' i : was his book,"

ner or way; & to
what extent.*

if 30 3 2 1 2 1 (conj.) In case that,
‘ ‘ granting that, etec.

how 31 8 2 3 2 2 (adv.) In what men=-

in = 136 - 13 5 4 5 2 (prep.) Indicating
inclusion in space,
into . 26 2 1l 3 1 1 (prep,) To the inside
‘ of; within,
is L 106 6 2 6 1 1 (v.) As a copulative
' : v, with pred. n, and a.
it 140 7 5 4 1 1 gpron.) A a pubsti-
, ute Tfor any neuter
n,, ete,
know 38 9 6 1 1 (v.) To have or acquire
‘ information about.
like 39 15 5 5§ 3 (v.) To have a lik~
inz for; to enjoyl
little 95 15 4 3 2 (a.) Small in size or
o extent; diminutive,
long 21 16 3 1 5 2  (edj.) Of considersble
extent in time,
make 22 .54 5 2 1 (v.) To frame, fashion,
v . prepere, eto,
men 93 6 1 3 2 1 (n.) An edult male
person,
meny 13 2 2 2 2 (a) Consisting of

a great number, ete.

me - 27 1 1 =2 1 1  (pron.) The objec-
: tive case of I,

* The two meanings eppeared en equal number of times,



Yiords
of the
blst 100

more

mach

new

ot
now
of
old
on

one

or
other
our

out

of

use
in R,

1

22

43

a7
109

24

129

11

95

- 54

10

10

19

40 |

Frequency Dictionary

Categories
IList« In
ed R,
6 5
7 3
11
1 4
8 3
1 1
9 5
11 6
3 4
19 10
13 10
5 1
5 1
9 4
:'5‘. 2
26 7

0dd Parts of
Uses Speech
in Liste In
R. ed R,
3 8
3 3 |
1k 1 2
2 1
3 2
1 1
1 3 2
2 1 1
2 1
5 3 2
1 4 3
5 1
6 1
4 2
2 2
3 7 ’4

26

Most frequent
mesning or use
briefly given

~ (adv.) Further, more-
‘over, besides.

(a.) Great in quanti-
ty, extent, etc,

(Attm pron.) To de-
note possesslon,
ownership, etc.

(a.) Other than the

former or old; fresh,

(adv,) Not eny; not
et all, as "he is
no worse,"

(adv,) Ixpressing
negation,

(ndv.) At the present
time, at this moment,

(prep.z Indicating,
compos tion, descripe-
tion, ,

(a,) Yot young, ad-
vanced far in yeara.

(prep.) Over and in
contact with, *

(a.) Being a single.
unit, thing, or being.

(adv, ) ‘Solely, mere~
1Yo .

(conj.) Used to mark
an alternative.

The remaining;
ha which remains
of two,

{poss. Adj.) Belong~
ing to us, ete,

(adv.) Outside of or
away from within a
space,
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Words Frequency Dictionsry 04dd Psrts of Most frequent

of the of Categories Uses Speech Meaning or use
lst 100 use List« In in List- In briefly given
in R, ‘ed R, R. ed R. '
over 10 a7 3 3 3 2 (adv,) At an end,
place 6 21 3 2 2 1 (n.) Regionj locality.
see 47 17 6 2 2 1 (v.) To perceive with
the eye, behold, ete.
80 49 12 7 5 3 2 (adv.,) As in "It
' ' ' looked so pretty that,,"
some a7 8 3 1 2 2 a,) Being a certein
ndef. portion or
number,
such 4 6 3 1 2 1 (a.) As in "Such a
boy. "
take w7 3 3 2 1 (v.) As in "To take
: . care;" & "--to remove,
. ete.”
{han 7 1 1 11 {coni.) To introduce
: 2nd menber of a com=
parison,
that 136 3 5 2 4 3 (conj.) Introducing
_ purpose clauses, n,
. 010, ete. ‘
the - 668 7 3 3 1 (definite article.)
their 30 11 2 2 (As the gossesai‘ve
: case of hey. a. end
, pron.,)
them 45 1 1 1 1 . (as the objective -
case of they. pron.)
then 65 B 4 1 4 2 {edv.) Soon afterwsrd
' or immediately; next,
there 62 5 5 3 2 2 (edv.,) Used &s an ex-
‘ plicative in ™ here
. , is, " etec,
‘they 105 2 1 1 1 1 (pron,) Plural of he,
' she, it.
thing 18- 8 3 1 1 (n.) Any distinguishe

able'.objact of thought.

* «~Take: %wo meenings have same number of oceurrences.



Words  Frequency Dictionary 0dd Pearts of Most frequent .
ofthe of  Categories Uses Spesech meaning or use
“1st 100 use Iist-= In . in List~ In. briefly given
5.11 R" ed Rc R. ed Rt

this 26 i 1 1 2 2 (Adjectival use.)

time 32 30 5 1 2 1 (n,) A particular
point, period, or
- part of duration.

%o 366 17 7 3 2 1 (Used as the sign of
‘ ' the infinitive mood.)

two 28 T4 3 2 2 (a.) A cardinal
number,
up & 1B 6 8 4 2 (adv,) In or toward
. a higher position;
. above,
very - 48 8 3 1 2 2 (adv.) In a high
‘ degree,
was 147 8 5 4 1 1 (v.) Copula with pred.
, : n. and pred. a.
way 15 23 4 1 1 1 (n.) Menner, method,
gtyle,
we 33 1 1 3 1 2 (pron.) Reg. pl 01‘
I.
Sell 29 21 5 3 4 3 (interj.) In that
' ' ‘ case,
were 58 8 4 5 1 1 (v.) To exist rele=

tive to a certain
place, etc.

what 80 15 4 2 2 1 {a.).An interrogative
. _ as to tho nat, and,
iden, of object.

when 63 : 6 4 2 2 1 (adv.) At, during, or
after the time that.

where 17 6 3 1 3 1 ° {adv.) At or in what
place; in what condition

which B 5 2 2 2 {a. pron,) Used as a
' - relative pronoun,



Words Frequency Dictionary 0dd4 Parts of Most frequent
“of the of - Categories Uses Speech Meaning or use
lst 100 use Iist« In In ligt~ In briefly given

in R, ed R, R. ed R, :

who 20 . 3 2 1 1  (pron.) As a simple

relative,
will 49 19 11 2 1 v. auxiliery) Express-
ng willingness, assent,
. ‘ ete.
with 64 14 7 2 1 1 (prep.) In accompani=
‘ mgnt, or Iin the company
v of.
work 17 35 5 2 2 n,) Toil, labor;
) %he)task*ét Thioh tne
labors,
would 33 3 4 101 V. aux ditional
33 3 ' éoodgrejec%gg condie
tion,
year 6 4, 8 1 11 &gr}e%sogdgnittgfeg% 's
circuit of the sun,
you 103 1 1 2 1 1 (Pron,) Indicating the
person addressed,
our B3 1 1 1 1 1 . (posa. promn, used as
¥ ° : ég adj.) Of or belong-
1ng to you,
Totals , ,
pp. 16 6183 1110 385 1l66 227 159
to 22=

If each of the above column totals be divided by 103 (the number of -
words actually in the first hundred as listed in The Teacher's Word
Book) ‘averages obtained for the items are;

60.8 10‘7 3'76 l.e ' 202 1.5

The above indicate thet:

On the averagé, each of the words of the first hundred
appears nearly 61 times in the first 125 pggeé of the Buswell-
Wheeler second readér.

Webster‘s Collegiate Dictionary 1ists an aversze of 10 7

meanings for each of these words,

* Work: The two meaninga aeparated by & appeared an equal number of
times in the sacond reader, A
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or fhese meanings listed in the dictionary, an average
of 3.76 for each word o_f the first 100 was found to appear
in the portion of the reader used,-
The aversge number of parts of speech enumerated in the.
dlctionary for each of the Pirst hundred words was 2.2.
Eéeh wrd in the first one hundred end twenty-five pages
~ in the s‘e.con'd'reader occurs as different parta'of speech an

average of one and one-half times,

The foregoing study served ‘as the means for a close ex-

amination of The Teacher's Word Book.. Beginning on page 31, a

eriticism is given of that book.
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PART TWO

THE TEACHER'S WORD BOOK, A CRITICISM.

The Teacher's Word Book may be criticized from several

approaches_,. First, it j.s_ possible to take up the problem of se-
lecting the root forms of the words. It seems likely that Mr,
Thorndike's effort to simplify the word list resulted in confusion,

This matter can be explained to best advantage by includingn a quo=

tation from,the introduction of The Teacherts Vord Book, paze v.
"It should be noted that, except for special reasons,
separate entries ere not made pfplurals in B8} plurals
where y is replaced by ies; adverbs formed by adding 1y;
comparatives snd ,suﬁerlgtives formed by adding er and

. est (including chenges of Y to ies and iest), or r and

B8%; verb forms in g, 4, ed (including changes of y to
ies and ied), and _:_l%' past perticiples formed by adding
n, and adjéctives formed by adding n to proper nouns,

For example:

boys, girls, berries sre counted in with boy, girl,.
berry ‘
badly, sadly ere counted in with bed, sad

longer, bravest are counted in with long, brave

pléz_g_, playinz, played ere counted in with pley

thrown, outgrown are counted in with throw, out-

. BEoW
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Austrian, Bavarien are counted in with Austria,

Bavaria,
By entering such derivatives under their primery forms,
the list is made shorter and easier to use,

"ihere separate'entries do occur, it is because the
derived word is likely to offer some difficulty to puplls,
end not be known eé.sily from knowledge of t\he primary woxrd.

Thus likely would not be known from like; being and build-

ing should probably often be 1éarned independently of be

and build; end coming may sppeer in the work of Grade I

before there has been enough experience of ing to enable

the pupil to derive it by himself,® |

Under the arrangement planned and worked out, there appear
these shorteominp's: |

| With rega:ed to the formation of plurals en import-k

amb funetion of a word book might well be to show the

relative frequency of use of B8; es, and ies in the forma-

tion of the plural. ' Not only should the plurals of the

types found in‘boys, girls. berries, be notices, but
'élso‘th.e type found in potatoes and similar words should
be noted, | |
Adverbs ending in ly (formed in analogous meaningal
$o their root adjeétives) need to be kept separate from
the adjectives. Nearly was not listed separately from
neer, Neither were. 1y adjectives kept separate from 1y
édverbs, when they were fdentical in form,. ____1_5_9_2_[_2 (an .
adverb, meaning probably) was not kept separate (so far

as may be told from the account of the procedure) from
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dikely (an edjective), ,

It seems that by including the comparative er and
the superlative est with the word to which they attach,
notﬁing is shown regarding fhe importance of learning
these forms (comparative and superlative); nor is any-
thiné x;avealed as to ‘which form is the better literary
usage for a particuler word,

When the tense forms from regular verbs are counted
without distinction ﬁnder,thé Toot verb, in some cases,
and in other omses not counted; end when most irreguler
verbs have their various tense forms given separately,
it seéma likely that tebulations as to the frequency of
usege of the words, no matter how cerefully made, will

be highly inaccurate, Go, went, gone, goos, going, are

tabulated separately; so too are ory, cries, cried; but

lays, playine, played are counted in with play,

In such & word book where several of the meanings and’

forms of a word are counted together in making tebulations, unre-

liebility is sure to result, When plays, playinz, played ere
/cbunted in with play, no distinction is kept bétwean any of the
structural forms of the wdrd ley, nor between the wvarious mean-
ings ,of the word itself,

The criticism is thus led one step further., The word
play as en intransitive verb has seven meanings listed by Webstert's

Colleglate Dictionary; thittean mesnings as a transitive ;werb; and

thirteen meanings as a noun, according to the 'same dictionary. When

plays, playing,' played are counted in with l:;_gg meny diverse elements
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‘are tﬁerefore thrown together. A play meaﬁing a m, and plays,
the plans of & football strateglst, are in mo wise distinguished
in their importence from pley, the vorb meaning to busy one's self
fo;- diversion, If each form or meaning of the word play was listed
sepa:t;ately, eaéh word might have 'conceivably a much lower ranking
than thét given the word play by 'I;horndike, since all meanings of
the word were counted in the placcment, |

it is unlikely that sll thé uses of the perfect parti~-
ciple are learned at the seme :tima the infinitive form of. the verd

is learmned. In the procedure of ranking thrown, outgrown, shown

with throw, 6utgrow, show, attention is not directed to this incon-

sistency. Not to distinguish botween thrown in "he thrown wrost-
lor received the cheers, " "His kingdom was ovexfa_ig_lg_r_g_;w_:}_;" "The man
was thrown from the building by ‘thé explosion, " and throw in "You
throw that ball, mow!" is unjustifieble,

Another inconsistency is the failure to keep adjectives

formed from proper ﬁoiyms.éeparate from their roots., Austrian and

Bavarian arﬂe cdunted with Austria and Baveria; whereas America and

American, ¥rance and French are separated. The reason for such a

pracf;ice is difficult to diacern; obviously results from it cannot

be v’a’lid.

In The Teacher's Word Book where the derived form-is

counted separately from the root--as in like, likely; build, build-

inz; be, being; come, comingz?anothing is given to show the signif-

icance of the seversl forms. Either es a participial adjective or

as 8 verb, co % is not distinguishable.
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Again, there are words listed in The Teacher's Vord Book,

such as with, for, snd gorge, which have diemetrically opposite
meaningé in different contexts, Notice the i‘ollowings
"The American soldiers marched with the English against
the Germens, " Compare the foregoing with: "The Revolut‘ion-
ary soldiers fought with the British at Vailey Forge,n
Compére the meanings of for in: "We are pinched for
room _:_t’g_z_; our books, " |
Notice the entithetical meanings of gorge in these
;aentenées:‘. "That beautiful gorge was made by a glacier
yearé, 8go," "The river was being obstructed by a veriteble
| m'of ice end logs," |

The Teecher's Word Book does not reveal which meaning of

a word should be leerned‘first.' How may the teachér or the pupil
find out which meaning of the wbrd is most' important?

It is absurd to suggest that the time to teach all mean-
ings of a word ia ﬁhen the word is first brought to the pupil's
attention, Should the student learn 1:_:!.3;1_9., nmeaning _g_g_f_t;_, at the
seme time that he be,e‘omes femilier with the word as the neme of a
rusical ’instrument? This of course is ridiculous, Use should
govern teaching, |

- Other"qﬁestions arise, almost without number, Tor example,
should not the elements‘ of certain compound words be learned as word
units, and counted as such in a ﬁord book? Some of the prefixes and
suffixes oceur ih many cbmbination‘s with a frequency that rivals

that of meny comori word_a._ In The Teacher's Word Book prefixes and

suffixes were not ranked, Thié obviously is a minor criticism,
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Again, words occurring end appearing as units, though not
Joined tpgether; were not given separate recognition as a unit, As
an exampié of what is meant, notiee out of, in "He gave it out of
.pity." Such combinations do have the unity of meaning of a single
word, even though two words make them up. Should not these units
be given & ranking as' to their mportance for the student‘by a word
book adequate for its'pprpose?

7 Another elezﬁent which should enter into a proper plan for
cohstructing a valid word book is the one reoogriizad by Thorndike
when he weighted the words appearing in 'certain pieces of litaratufe
more heavily then words sppesring in otiiera. PYerhaeps this was domne
accoi'ding to the eatimatedfrequency with which those pleces of
literature were read, No explanation of this weighting sysm has
appeared in print; {The forego‘ing statement is trﬁe so far as the
writer has been a’biei to discover up to September, 1929,) In The

' Teacher's Collese Record for September, 1921, however, the weighting

of the words in the index number system adopted by Thorndike is
presented -at 1ength.1 Without having the data availabie for study,
the _writer can offer little eriticlem of this phase of the proced-

ure used in constructing the book,

SUMMARY

When The Teacher's Word Book was published it was greeted

by most educators with great enthusiesm. The large scope of the

undertaking, the visién’, the plan.of the research upon which it was

1, Thormdike, E, L, ™ord Knowledge in the Elementary School, " The
Teacher's College Record. September, 1921.
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based, caused it to receive favorabie eriticism. Its uses sppeared
to be nuﬁarous. »

If gppeared thet significent facts concerning thekelemcnts
differentiating good-literature from that not so good could bve as-
certained by finding out whet percentage of words of a given frequency

va;ue were used by various authoré. The éffort so0 to use The Teacher's

- ¥ord Book made it epperent to certain students that the book itself
had éarioue defects, |

‘It is obvious that words have exact significance only in
context, either for reader or writer. It is the necessity, there=-.
fore, to distinguish word meanings and to sepgrate them in preparing

tabulations of the frequency of appearance,

The Teacher's Word Book does not indicate~wﬁich'meaninge,
forms, useges sre primary in impoftance; nor does it utilize a con~
siatent technique in the word forms that it keeps seperate. For
the construction of a valid word book it appears necessary for parts
of spéachkto be separated, and for suffixes, prefixes, and phrases
possessing the ‘significance of single words to be included in the

1list,



