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Preface .

| In thie study of Mrs., Dorothy Canfield Fisher I have tried to show
‘the trend and extent of Hrs, Fisher's social interest, and how this in-

~ terest has colored her writings, Mrs. Fisher is Mterestéd‘in paople
regardless of cast or creed, She is possessed of an insatiable desire
‘o promote the good of all by promoting the good of the individual., She
‘purposes to stimulate the grawth of Amari.ca and, therefore, is espeeially
interested in social. problems. L -

To answer the question of why I have selected a living author fox?
this study, I wish to say thet I became interested in Mrs. Fiaheﬂs
writings when I was living in a vez-y sma.ll, inland town in the western
part of Eansas., I was aramaed by Mrs. ?ishar'a sineere and intimate
human interest. I especially admired har short stcries of the people of
Hillahord, Yermomt, and of France. She expressas a wholesome and stimu-

- lating philosophy of which the radical elements have been stablized by a
1line of Puritan amcestory and a keen, healthy, mind.

For my'szmrcea of study I have drawn from Mrs. Fisher’s scholarly
works, translations » novels and short stories,

I wish to thank Mrs, Dorothy Cenfield Fisher, William Allen White,
Jonathan ¥, Davis, Mrs. Molly Emery, Professor R.D, O'Leary, and Pro-

fessor S.L, Whitcomb for their kindness in helping me meke this study.
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| Chapter I
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF MRS. DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHER

norathycanﬁam Fisher has been in turn publicist, official,
teacher, and novelist. She is intimately aoquainted with humanity and
concerned for it. Her life has been filled with rich and besutiful
éctivity. 'm'.. Overton spealcs | of 591;' a;s,:”; . . one éf"&hoae‘fine
people who meke jbhe plain word ’sérviee*~# shining and symbolic thing,
' s‘ervice is no longer a word but‘a' ritual and liturgy. ul She is a
wbmn of unusual vigor and sction, Her primary interest is living and
helping others to live. For her, art is a secondary consideration.

" D_o;'othy Canfield (christened Dorothea Frances but after her mar-
' riagé ¥rs. "Fisher simplifiec} it to Dorothy) was born in Laﬁrénee, Kansas,
in 1879, Her old home sti11 étands » ‘though" so much al%éreﬁ as t’c be
hardly recognizable és the old Canfield home. ‘ |

Mr. Canfield, Dorothy's father, was a pfofeasor in the University
‘of Kansag, At first he i'taﬂght English and Economics but later he
gloughed off English, teaching History, Sociology, and Economics. He
was the most popular professor the University knew in those days, He
~was lmovm as 'Jimeie! eand his classes were crowded. Dorothy and her

brother James, as little children, used to come on the Hill for him,

larant Overton, Women Who Make Qur Hovels, p, 298,




) He was a gorgecus father who romped and played with his children :mce
a great Hew Faunﬁland brather."l o o -
~ Hrs. Ga.nfield, nerothy's mo‘i:her, is an artis’c and writer. She
studiad in Parﬁs s and had a studio there when Dorothy was & smll girl.
.&t ‘&hz.s time Borothy made her t‘irst acquainﬁanca with ‘&he Frenah people;
interest whi.ch has ripened 1nto a broad sympathy and nnderstanding. :
ﬁrs. Fisher in mcalling her aarly visits ta Franca says:
As a child -and youn‘, girl I sptmt nccasianal years of my
~ 1life across the street from the old Hotel de Cluny in Paris,
" used to roll my hoop in the dingy little public gardon back -
of it, and to spend a good many leisure hours mooning around .
its abominably lighted, charming, clutiersd, beautifully
proportioned and musty old rooms. I was very familiar with
its moral aimosphere, with its attendants, with the people.
‘who used to go in and out of it. The Cluny Museum was . ., .
~-more like the attic of an old family home, f£illed with things
which nobody had bothered to dispose of, a mixture of moth-
. eaten miscellanies and invaluable relics .of the :past,.z :
Mr. Jonatha.n M. Davi.s, who was a chnm of Mra. Fisher'a brother Janes,
' remmbers Dorothy as a "‘bright. sprightly 1ittla girl. e Jams would
take an axtra. apple from the barrel I had in my room presmnably for
Doroi:hy "5 | - ' '
Dorothy's parents maved from Lawreme to Lincoln where Mr, Canfield
was made Chancellor of the University of Nebraska. Dorothy was then

eleven. Here she spemt her high school days end began the study habits |

Letter of W,A., White to writer,
thy Stop Learning, p. 224. ‘
“Letter of J. M. Davis to writer.




w'hich m\ar‘e later to mke her a scholar, The Pershings ‘waz;*e izivmncdln
" at that bimo and became groat friends of the Canfield family. norothy
becams a favorite of young John Pééshing, then in charge of the 'i‘rain-b
ing School there. He taught Dorothy samething of higher mathermtics;
 and how to ride his horse, The Bryans, and Willa Cather, too, were in
‘Loncoln at that time and frequently visited at the Canfield home. !
. The feel of the Canfields were destined to move eastward. ,
Dr, Canfield becans President of Ohio State University at coiumbna.
_fﬁeae were Dorothy's college days, She was popular both gocially and |
in the classroom, She pledged the Eappa EKappa Gamma sorority aﬁd
| joined various other organizetions. Her contact with the West had
loft her a full-fledged democrat, While her father was at Oﬁio State
:Bniversi{'.y, Dorothy completed the work for her Ph,B. there in 1899.

, vIn both Mrs, Fishert!s life and her writing we sece freqﬁént out-
‘eroppings of her educational interest, For thi-ae years she was secro-~
tary of the Horace Hann Schooi at Yellow Springs, Ohio, fxfom 1302 o
1905, Hrs., Fisher resigned this secretary-ship and studied romaﬁee
languages at the Sorbonne in France and at Columbia 'ﬂnimraity. At
‘that time Dr. Canfield was Librarian of the Seth Law Library, "a famous
library, one of the great libraries of America."z Hrs, Pisher received

' ‘her'f Ph.D. in romance Ié.ngmges from Columbia University in 1904, For

herﬁoctar'é thesis she made a study of Corneille and Racine in England,

‘which has since been found worthy of publication,

liotter of W.A. White to writer.
2 letter of W.A. White to writer.



Joln Redvood Fisher was captain of the Columbia football team.

It was aﬁ Columbia that Dorothy Génf‘i'eld met him. After their marriagg 5
in 1907, Mr. and Hré. Fisher travelled in Europe; fram which they re-
turned to make tﬁeir home two miies from Arlington, Vermont, a tiny
1little village in the Green Mountains,. Ariington had been the ’anceatral‘
home of both the Fishers and the c_anfields; As é 1ittle girl, irs.
- E‘ishe:é had spent many summers thsre, rambling over the mountains and
: 'breathing the invigorating air,.

~ The old house was remodeled to suit the needs of the Fister family.
Wa‘cer was piped from a spring near by, and an electric .plant was in-
~ stalled, Qﬂ:er the addition of this modern equipment, the Fishers
settled down to a simple, wholesome life among the Hills, Like John
. Bui’roug‘hs » Mrs. Fisher had a ’aimdy out among the !trées » away from the
. house with its imposing duties amd where the hills could pour out
~ their inspiration unceasingly. Hawever; we have no occasion to i:hink
that the house or the children isufi'éred' from negléct., J. Farrar
speaks of Mrs. Fisher as an, "eager mother and wife; swift, a#tive,
almost bird-like. . . she is kindly, sympathetic and underatanding,”l
‘, 'When‘her son Jimmie, at ,elavar.;, objected to fairy si;oriea and fables,

his mother conjured up some made to ordesr. These have been published

and sre callad The Made-rmcrder-stnries.
| While Mrs. Fisher was earing for her home and m'iting sketohes

about Vermont life, Mr. Fisher was exeouting plans for the reforesta~-

dthe Bookman Anthology of Essays, (1923), p. 236.




 tion of the old Fisher and Cenficld estates. This tract of land
comprised several thousand scres. 'i’he"'cal‘rﬁné out of Mr. Fisherts
‘ _i:rojééf; required forethought, great energy, years of time and great

expense, He rejuvenated an ‘anciexth ‘sawmill to care for the unsalable

. 'i:’it’nbér.‘ ‘. ihis enterprise may have furnished f’m*i&éalfér Neale Crittenden,’
a foraster, bui‘. ﬁeale doaa not represeni: i Fishsr nw }&ax'ise » Nrs.
F:‘.sher' Mrs, Fisher nften uses a-hmosphere in which she has lived.
‘t:his she doss so realiatica}.ly thet it leaves the impression of heing
,mrbob:\ographiaal paterial, | B
. The atmospheras of rs. B‘isher's nmls and ghort stories show
- strongly the influence ~oi’ her Vermont lii”a. She shma a certain tender-
. pess for the hilla, ‘the soi‘.{'énd all the 1ife they Suétain:" '
s o o things breaking i:hrough the garden sod, maple
twigs redd:.sh with their bloom, slender white birches,
graenleams,tuﬁ:safgrasa‘a.........,a._
s o o little yollow balls [Tunning’]| foreward on their
 wiry legs, darting at invisable insects, turning their
" shiny black eyes sbout alertly a.nd filling the a:ir With
their sweet, thin pipinga.
" Long, formal aeécriptive éassageé are foréign to Nrs, 'Fishér's
) novels: rather she makes ‘her atmosphares an m&;egml part of her |
writing. . S , o
'becésiénélly,»lm; and Hrs. Fishar Jéave the poace of their

Vermont hong, fﬁr,'a‘*b'x"ip'é.broéa. ’fhey» and their daughtér Sally

Tone of the principal characters in The Brinming Cup
vzﬁills'boro People, Po 167
Xbid., p. 169,




apazxf; the winter of 1912 in Rome. Mrs. ?ishef 'isf very mush intarésted
in children ami their e&uca.tion. Having h;eard various reperts of

I}r, Eani;easori‘e work, lMrs. Fishsr was eager to invastigata the schoal
harseli’. ‘A1l that winter she st—udmd the Montessori system. She be-
came converted to Dr. Iﬁmﬁeéﬂcri‘éhﬂtﬁdﬁ rof'tea.al';ingﬂand i-ecagnize& '
in it some olemonbs meedod in our Americen educatioml system. While

in Italy, Mrs. Fisher wrote The HMontessori Manuale-a a’imﬁlificatié&l

and Anmericanized form of Dr. Montessori's Manual; and also an

- adaptation of its principles for American mothers in The Montessori

Hother, After her return to America, Mrs, Fisher spént'}_;er time
writing articles about' the Iﬂontessﬁri syvsbem"ana‘ answering iﬁquiries
about 53:. ‘.Zn ﬁoﬁhers and Ghildren, Hrs. Fisher has tried. to ‘ansver
many prs:mta inquiriee. o ' .

Zsrs. Fisher has five educational books to her aredxt, two of

which 'deal with children and their education--Unde-stood Betsz;.._ and

'Gelf-Reliance; one dealing with adult education--hy Stop Learning?;

" Pourth, a study of the influence of Cornéille and Reeine in England

called Corneille and Racine in England; ‘and £ifth ake and George R.

" Garptnter wrote a textbook for English clesses--Elementary Composition,

" Jrs, Fisher's educational activities have not stopped with

' 'mk:.ng programs for others to :t’ollow. " In 1921, after herroturnfrcm

o Europe she was appointed as the ani{y woman member of 'hhe Sbai:e Board

of Education of Vermont snd served two terms. This ~hoar&, during
. Mrs. ;Fishéi-',a aervic'e , ‘recdnstrhct'e& the ‘public school 'syétem' of thet

state. Special effort was mads to overcome the faults of the rural



school and make it a desirable part of our educational sy#teﬁ.‘ '

Mrs, Pisher has travelled much abroad, eopooially in Framce. She
has also travelled and studied in Germany, Italy, Spain, Denmark end
Englands and has become mistress éf the language of these countiies,

Long before the United States entered the World Wer, ﬁr. and |
¥rs. Fisher felt the eall and volunteéféd their aarvieas. ﬁr’ ?ishrer
ontered the ambulance serviee and after arriving in France hed charge

of an ambulance training camp near Paris. lirs, Fisher tarried at

home two monthe in order to finish her Understood Betsy; and thon with
the children, Sally and James, shé sailed for France, August, 1916,
Mrs, Fisher entered active service at once., She carried on s

prodigious eamount of work all through the wars

At first running almost entirely alone the work for
soldiers blinded in battle, editing a magazine for them,
editing (8ic] the presses, often with her own hands,
getting books for them, all the time looking out for
refugees and personal cases that came to her attention:
earing for children from the evacuated portimms of France;
organizing work for them, and she dropped that and ran
the camp on the edge of the war zone where her husband
was stationed to train young ambulance drivers; and while
there she started any number of important thinga-oreading
rooms, ete., Then she wen‘b back to Paris.

While in Paris Sally contracted typhoid fever. Mrs. Fisher
kool her to Southern France to recuperate. During Saily's convales~
cence her mother made notes on.war-ridden France, prodticing The Day

of Glory and her best book-~Home Fires in France., Mrs, Fisher estab-

lgrant Overton, Women Who Made Our Novels, p. 298,




lished & sonvalescent home for delicate childrem, at the.bage of tho
Pyrenees, This home still continnes under government control.

After the Armistace, the Fiahers roturned to ‘their home 1n Vermont,
The Hills, spring sowing, and the quiet yeaea of their Arlington home
fumished {:he balm necessary after the strenuoua 1ife in Franea. In

The Brimning Cup we feel some of the freshness axui new joy of Iife

which Mrs, Fisher must have experienoed upon her return, A year later
with a picture of pre-war Burope .’m mind she wrote Rough Hewn. |
¥rs, Pisher is very much interested in péaple of all classes,

Hor home is the center of Arlington social life, Msny Arlington events

and people £ind themselves orystallized in her Hillsboro People, She
portrays them with cénder; sympathy and ”undzsrstanding.

CUrs.e Fisher is especially interested in social problems. Her
novela are very often based upon same problem end its solution--
those of the home, of eduaati’ozi, and especially those which meke lives
narrow and mean. v

' ¥rs, Pisher i# greatly concerned with man's graﬁ:h and develop-

ment,



-Chapter XTI~ . -
I’rohlems cr Bmes‘tie'ﬂap?imaé a
1& Hrs; Eisher'a J:n*berest in Doms*bic Life S
Mrss Fishar has sxper&enced both' the fm'imnes and misforttmas of

a marrisd womn-aince 1907+ Boing a heme-maker herse'lf, she is in-

k "terss'bed in the home as a vital inatitutian oi‘ sacie‘by, -She resogxizea )

: ‘,,.'bhe significance of love, mrriaga, chilﬂren and aII other elamnts

. mk.’mg ap the home - MZ’S‘. Fisher gursueshthe -problems of the hams with
energy. and gurpcses . 8he: feels that +the ‘home should be & atable and

hamonious unit‘ maz- novelm . The. Erinming (:up, The Squirral-uag__,

The Homp=lpker; ami Her SOn*s wife, and many of her short stm'ies, are

founded upon some psramvunt issue of the homs which .’mvolwa the pre-
semtion or destmetiun ai‘ acmestie happiness. |

‘ ' 2, The Parents? Relations With One Anather -

In her treatment of marriage, Mrs. Fisher is'/hothf demecratia’»and
conservative, Like Roizsseau, Mrs, Fisher emphasizes the ﬁglats of the
individual, She preaches freedon :i;odifia& by necess’ary'rasi;rainte She -
advocates the freedom of the individual, but nowhere does 'she show that
she would grant both sexes equal privileges in the pursuit and acquisi-
tion of & mi;é. : k

The Squirrel-Cage is symbolic of the narrow limits of our con-

ventions. Mrs, Fisher does not objest to all conventions, but only
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" those 8ges old which are no longer applicable, yet which still hamper

our social fresdom. In The Sauirrel-Cage, Mrs. Fishef calls our attention

to the tfagédies_ammg the daughters of the socially ambitious, well-
to-do;s;. Lydia Enery's parents wers sokb intent nupon social a‘dmncément
for themselves that they fofgcﬁ to cc;x"xsider Lydia in the mattex‘,, al-
| rthongh they rationalized thomsolves into thinking that they worked only
for I.ydia's gc‘m'i.1 Lydi.a wag powerless to resis{: the forces pushing
her into marriage wii:h ?atzl Ballister--»a man whom she fears rather ‘
than 1ovas. ‘ | ‘ | | L |

; ?ha cnly 'bcnd m‘.‘ xmity for hnmn relationships i.s lws. E*k‘a.

Fisher believﬁs in lave as the hope of the world. Love givas us
| cauraga to meat life:

What is lm for, bu‘k ta give greater strength
than we have?
Panl and Lydia were like two unsoldered links of a-chain., In -

,tha‘ beginning Lydia hoped for lave but the strongerpersomlity memly
continued to dominate the weaker. Mrs. Fisher points mt that one
,parsonali.ty may so dominate another es to gilve the illusion of being
in love; and ‘alsp that passion at first. si,gh{: mAy appear to be love.
‘Lydia Buery was overwhelmed by Paul Hollister's ;per,sonali‘cy,r and
: ;Lm‘ibsér'l:rittanden ‘mistook faf love her passion for Vincent Marsh,
lrs, .’é‘ismr shows in their expariencea: the 'dangeré in love and

'mrriage which is not substantiated by sinoera affection,

.iSquirrel-eage. Chapter I.
Brimming Gup, Pe. 6.
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Yrs, ﬁsher amakens the readefs curioaity to lmow hcm ahe will
aolve Lydj.e.'s tmha.ppy situat:.tm. If the quani:mon 1& faoad there can
| be but. one solution-divorce. Seemj.ngly, Mrs, Fishﬂr does not wish
to faca thia questian, and avadas 1*& by hav:lng Pnul acoidently killa&.

. i'hara i.s in The Sguirrel-caL no. ao‘.lutien which will be of value to

the }mndreds of pec:ple in Lydia'e and Paul's poait;on. _
| The m.rriad 1ife of Marise ,&nan with Neala Crittenden 15 far
diffe're.nt from thet of Lydia Emery and Paul Hollister. _l'ilar_im and
Paul afa tha: _ideﬁl husband and w_iféz they .hs_iv.e love, s-ym@thy, and
__'uz;derstanding-.. Ma_.ri_s_e cam 'undexl' the power" -of a vivid persézality.
Her problem then wes: should e wlfe leava her husband fcr another who
_ p:rcmised her greater raalize.tiona of life? ¥rs. F_isher-_ha_s elready
: dravm the home bonds too ightly about Marise for her to escape them,
‘.l‘he Vermont hilla fascimted her* the comrnnity lookad to ‘her a.s its
lea.der; her i;hree ohildren ara charming; and Heale 13 8 tm-.rer of 3
atmngth- to her. Ea:-ise has 80 mch in Iife that we are surprised at
her yislding to ﬁare nervous excitement;. Althaugh mriaa vields to
- _?mceni: mruh*'a a.ttraot;ions we are oonfident 'l:ha-l: it will ‘ba mly
Imomentary. ‘Rough Hewn confirme our belief Ain werise. Shs could not
escape fram har childhood traini.ng which was most sevare.

| We are dieappointed in so negative a daeiaion from a woman of
Es.r!.se critr!:enden's eharaoter. She ‘does not rq,jeat ?in&ant _mrsh,
nor accopt him, but rather £lces to Neale, bocause she cennot do with~
_ gﬁt his strength. ms mementary w-eaknesa my be fominine, but 1t is

not consistent with Marise's q}_nrgqtgé. Had Vi_ncent larsh been Neale



Crittendent's superior or even his squal, we could not have been sure
of Marise's decision, If this wore true we might fesel that Mrs. Fisher
had given us more than a pet theory of her own. According to the

Brimming Cup, Marise chose the stronger man, regardless of his re-

Jations to her,

In Hor Son's Wife we meet another familiar situation-~the misfits, -

Heither the wife nor the msband have the strength of character necesgsary
to solve their problem, as a consequence it devolves upon the husband's
mother--Nary Baseombe. Mary Bascombe is & middle-aged teacher, who
has acq ired the metiéuleus habits of thmt prgf’ession.. lrs, Fisher.
| .ha# chosen the kind of shome in which a situation of this i:ind will
most likely to be found, and & Mary Bascombe is nesded to aolvé it.

| Fow mothers would endure living with a character;léss ‘slouqh |
like Lottie. As is often true, a child is the meéné of family salva=
tion._ When Mary Bascombe discovers her long dead husband resurrected
:hi hér grand-daughter, Dids, she loses no time, She does not avold
issues, but rather attacks them relentlessly and with fortitude,
¥rs. Fisher 8tre§ses the thoug;hﬁ that an understanding is the first
step neceséary between individuals in solving this problem. Although
~we are horrified by Mery Bascombe's decision, we are moilified in the
end when we find what happiness it brings to all, even Lottie. PFew
women woul& have the courage to attaot the problem as Mary Bascombe
did; and there are few who would not quail before such & solution:

it seems 8o near to murder. IMrs. Fisher does not fail to té.kza into

consideration the difficulties Mary Bascombe had to overcome. The



13

- '\"éciétion/-»i.’é/ﬁjery éxtraordinary’, but in 1t Mrs, Pisher accmnplishéd her
Aand'si--;tt} bring harmony and happiness inte a disordered fe:inily;s '

. With ¥r. and Mrs. Allen, Mrs, Fisher shows us the likely conclusion
.df' R marriage 1like that of Paul and Lydia Holliatern. This éouplé find
' that life has grown stagnant, The author suggests divorce as a possible
remdy, but rejeets it for a t:égic: death=--which is like the recess bell |

on an arithmetic lesson, A ’ : , "

;.-In A Sleep ahd a ?ozgetﬁing,l again we fel lrs. Fisher's desire
" to ses 1ife lived whole-heartedly and at its best. Here in the life
of tr, Warren and again in thet of J. Farwell Allen,? urs. Fisher
brings to light the unhappy depths to which the over sophisticated
. may descend. Nre Warren loses his identity and wanders from his old
life into a new--that of a gardener, Mrs., Fisher feels that a close
contact with nature is a healing balm, for many of men's woes, Certain- 'M/
1y, she finds in it a cure for Ur. Warren. He is not the first of |
lrs. Fisher's characters who seek solace in nature--~we see this -in
three of her ’principal male characters: Austin ?gge:f 1, . Rankin,%and
Neale Crittenden.? |

¥rs, Fisher takes ua through some,of- ¥r, Warrents ‘most trying

ordeals, She necessarily gives hin the courage of Ulysses when éhe

1the Renl Motive, p. 49-T1.

 21p34., "An Untold Story", p. 241-258,

3fhe hero of The Ben'!: Twig.

4& character in The Squirrel-Cage.

si‘he hero of The Brimming Cup.
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has him a‘bandan money, family; and éocial pcsi‘bion. Qhase are the
th.’mgs dearest '!:o mn' s heari;, and hardest for him 1:0 part with.

kirs. ?isher points out in The Homa };&aker hmv conwntions creata

‘ multii‘arous prohlems for the hom and hma«mal&rs. comn‘hiom are
mos t1y tmjust and unrightaous sinee thsy are hased upon tradrbion
| ra{:her than reaaon. Hrs. ?ishar joina in warmly with the democratic
1 youth moveman‘b, when suhdued by mtelleat and mturer wi&dom. ,
o | The world frmms upon ‘the woman whc earns the li.ving, and pities
har, bui: it sneers a*b the able~bodied man vmo Iets her do 1*!:. an—
ever this snear .’m no wi.se compares with that the world has for the
'man Who turns honxe-maker--“he is good-for-nothing, lazy, wcrthless.
. Ii‘ we are reany honest with ourselvea and others, we cen poinﬁ eut
' instances where damest:la unhappi.ness is cansed by the accupational

, misfi‘btings af lmsband and wifa. In The Hme-ﬂaker, Mrs. Fisler takea{‘ ’

up Just '(;hia problem. She also painf;s out how eomentiens handicap
: solving a aituatian of th:.a kind.

Mt's. Krapp, of The Emne-k.aksr, is a mtural born ’businesa womn.

Her husband, Mr. Krapp, is 8 dreamer, idealist, a humniharian.__

| Bo-th have struggled to retain thair hcmor and £i11 the positions |
allotted them as man and wife. Both have fanea--m. Erapp viam.&‘_
and Eﬂ‘s. Krapp only hiding her failure ‘by sheer strength of w:ul. :
Hrs. Kmpp's energy at home-making has wm for her the reputation of '
an ideal houaekeeper end mother. Wi‘bhout kncmiug 1'&, she has mde a
mrﬁyr of herself by her calm self—ronntrol and by hiding her feelings.

Ae & mother, she is no more & suoceas than Lottie Bascombe: she
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.mereiy bullies and intimidates her children while Lottie neglecté ‘hers
and permits them to do as they please, |

Mrs, Fishor's hypothesis is that home-making is an honorable
occupation regardless of ths aex making the home or the conditions
: tmder which it i.s mads. ‘Sha believes that everyone should be allowed
4o work where he .can'do his best and enjoy doing it, She does not
" believe in s'oéial‘,.inte,rference. fhe individnal good helps make up
the good of ,;the'whole. - Fhe: individual's ‘good consists : o’:f‘ individual
rights and freedom wh‘;!oh are bree;‘a'ona‘,hle, ﬁceardi:ng to 'i%:;'s. Fisher,
Sinee society does not. grant this freedom to .Er.{ K:'&i)P; "he finds ‘i's'
ﬁhrﬁ&gh:guto-inmlidism. The a:uthcr justifies her solution by
pointing out thét i.t' is the end rather th&n; tﬁe mans which caunté.
In *!;his ins‘cance, Iﬁr. Krapp gains the desired end---success and harmony
1:1 the home. ﬂee '-"’,"‘1?’3-{5 Steplfwn, cures Henry'!s nervous angl digestive
diaorders; creates genié.li.‘by in the hames and places his wife in the
position for whieh she iz fitted,

Mrs.k!?iaher might be said 1:0 advocate greaster range far mn's <
aot‘ivity--yes, an& for woman alse, As long as ¥r, Krapp' s positim
of hom-maker was determined by circmnstanees s society was kind; but

let ‘him get well and retain his old poaition& mra. Fisher does v

i not belisve 'bhat any Hmman being snoum be forced into maldng a sacri-

fiee 1ike. Iﬁr. Krapp's in order te maintain the happineas of his family,.
of all the domestie dilemnas which I&ra. Fisher uses as the basis

oi‘ her novels. ami short storiea, she is most suceesaful and most fair

1n the one presented in The %m-:ﬁaker., Hore she cambats the evil

forces of convention without concealed weapons or motives., MNrs.
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Ficher remains firm end convinoing in her agg;em,e‘ps‘-\s;&iviam‘ rights.
Without question, she forcos a tims in the near future when lirs, Krapp
may dig ditehes if she so desires; and Ur, Erapp ma.y be & milliner.

| 3.'%;{1815.%61@8 6f Paren‘as Wi-bh ﬁteir Chil‘drén :

The biggea-h prablem of the home is the ehildren: tha feeding,
Aclothing, educating and traimng oi‘ tham. The ehiléren a.re affected
' by environment and heredity. Parents like Yr, Smith senﬁ thelr ehildren
oub into the world to .spend wrei;ched, unhappy Iives beuausa Qf' 'hheir |
o, aelfishneas.l In the ahort story, ™A Good Fight and {:}w Faith Eept",
we hnva a youth fighting against melancholy t:o whieh the family have
been victimsf for generations, - This mental maknaas ro'bs him of 1@3,
mrriage . home, chlldren and happiness. MNrs. ?ishar holds : out‘ hupe =
to us by grwing that mental strengf;h can fight successi‘u‘lly even
"againsi; hereditary f‘oraes.z . i |

. Parents are responsibla for ’cha ehilﬂ's enviramnent,. ‘Xhay
aecme upau-the commnity in which they will live, the mup'aem they
' v.rill i’ollcw«»-which largely (x‘etemines the edueatinnal advantages
given the children and the sceiety into wh:ch they will 'be int:roc}uead' ,
The home haa the graatest environmental influeme uptm tha children.
It . oen i.n a large msasura make up for ‘{:ha deficieneiea of a cowmnity
or pcor e&ueatianal advantages. lrs. Fisher Iaya specia]. ai:rees upom

the significance of hane training.

Ghamotar in the Beni: §
zTha Real Motiw, e 73 ££.
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Both parents imve & ipla‘oe in the ."hbmeland éhmﬂd share in th@

' training cc{‘ ‘the children, Althcugh we commonly think of the mother as
haing the home -&eacher, m's. Fisher wcmld xiiasuads us from thst belief.
Thsre are odé momen{:s when the fai;her has graatet inﬂuencs than tha

:mortherz" - |

. The very fact that he is not with the children so constant~ .
1y, that he comes and goes into a bigger world of adult
. deeisions, is apt to mean that his instinetive ‘sense of :
‘proporf;ien romaine truer tham the muthers.lﬁ
ﬁmver, excoph in inragulat cases, the mother is the chief
home~mker. She feeds, clothes s nurses and trains tha children during
pte-sc}ibol vdays when their minds ere 80 plasi:iu and while %hey aro -
Ieaming ‘the fundamental habits ei‘ 1ife, |
M, Fisher feols that % mthsr's place is in the homa, ana

‘Wi.th the ehildrem Shﬁ ecmsiders a zmrae a8 a ‘bad thing fer 'bhem--.
| if the. gxother t}ms m&es responsibility'sbe cannot }mpa to teaeh the
child to be ‘respons'ible. The nurse'a "vory presence mke& difﬁcul'b
any appeal for coaperation ‘by the children in the activity nf the

K family w2

| | uniubereated nurse uartainly is not qualified to take the
place of = sympathatic and understanaing mother, but nn uninberested .

nnrse s no worse then &n unini;erested mother, and an interested,

10?12% mxrae'_‘far surpasse,s her;,‘ Sympethy and nnde-ratanding are

-ih*others and children, Pe 57.
2Self-ReIiance, P. 47,




‘essential before either "@%her ‘br'hut‘aé can receive e willing response
to. her appeal A nurse conld nat have made a greater failure of‘ o’b-
taining e msponse from Stephen than did his mother, Shse neithsr |
understuqﬁ him nor tried to do ‘sq, That wa.s(h};e_ reas:oﬁ éh@ eoried in
| ﬁaspaim : - ‘ .
He drives me i‘rantie--—zﬁ'll be an awﬁzl relief when ' -
he starts to school with the oﬁhers. Perhaps the teachers
' ean du';somethj.ng with him, I don't envy them&

We could hardly expect any ,childvtq respond graciously when his
mother regarded him in this light. chi}.d;-en'sv’carsiesanéas, forget-
fulness and childishﬁesa did not worry ¥r, xra;}p, end cmsequently
he got a;cng‘ggmoﬁa‘1y with the children, even ;Ii‘bﬁle’Stephen,

' Patience is gécassary in dealing with children, “’E:-s. ;Iys’i‘sher
counsels yarqnts,'teaehers,‘ end ell adnlté dealing with them to allow
them time to do th‘ings :’E‘orﬁhénﬁglvesé»t& learn to be self-reliant.
?;Igrriedb, i“lcrcédy pa_‘t::iga’ng:e does not ansiésr.. ’Ers; KErapp kfélt that she
mgt try to endure patiently erx‘vith the ‘ap'pearapoe of ;}é{;ience‘the
childish carelessness, ana'forgéﬁfulness.a.jShgA;& not fool Stephen.
He felt her impaﬁienca in the keen ‘edge of her’voice, tﬁé " ‘snep of har
eyes, t | the taut H.nas cf her f‘ane and hundreds oi‘ ather lii-:’cle ways of
‘which she was nnaware. |

In Eﬁothers end Children, a book especiany for mothers, lirse

Fisher opene the mother?s eyes to many little ways‘, often neglected,

lone Home-lmker, p. 9.

®1vid., p. 47.
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which a.re{ of utmost impartancé in training the child, S8he eé.ya give
.ghg child rosponsibility, let him mend his own clothes, answer the
telephone or door‘bell, or rﬁn errands, Résponsibilitias aré helpﬁil |
. ,ﬁmﬁ : : ,

o s « they help to free the child from a detached,

passive attitude toward what goes on in his home,

which is the surest beginning to the objectional,

detached_and irrespcnaible attitude toward life in

general,

- Mrs, Fiéher advises helping the child along nattiml'lines of {'
‘development, but she draws a line of distinction bétween that and
coddling. Coddling creates selfishness, end w;ilfulness on the part
of the child. |

Over-lcving parents, particularly mnthers, ruin dispos:ltions, healthy :
'nervous systems and normal digestions. Poor littleynanry, who could -
| not eat one stora cookie, grew into =a sﬁréngf, robust child after his h
' fatﬁar’took matters in hand; end he could have eston a dozen store

éook@es_ folloving them with a good play or scﬁné éléep. The coddled
child does not know how to do things for himself, he is o parasito
upon cthers. Mrs, Fisher says of children with émphasis, train them
‘to know what they want and go af’far 3t.2 ghe advocates Ietting the
~ ehild | |

e o« o loarn that wishes are not to be gratified without
effort, and finally that he has begun the habit of turning

emotion into asotion, of doing something to mke his dreams
come true.

1g51£-Reldance s Pe 45,
21bid., p. 8.
31bia., p. 105.
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Iet him make his omn toys instead of buying limitless numbers for him.
"Boﬁgﬁ%en toys" soon lose their attraction and lis around for mo‘hhér
tocare for or Astumbie vover--but they have a greater disadvantage -Ehan
.{:ha'b, acsording to Mrs, Fisher: they discourage creati&é work and
kill initiative:

Children should spend as little of their precious youth

as possible hankering after ready made possessions, end

as much time_as possible ereating for themselves the things

they desire.

She ‘follows this admonition with an extensive list of things
which children may make and gives information as to where to ui;tain
the matafi&ls end on other necessary matters, MNrs. Fisher poin{;.a out
that hoﬁe-ﬁaada toys have an advantage over store toys in that they
give exercise to the child's imagination; they nsé np,enérgy 'and are
always dear to him because he has put ‘some of himself into them.

' Children orave companionship--someone to whom they t.;.dn téll'théir‘
woes » 8nd in retum roceive sympathy; someone who will plaj With them
and notice them. Lydia Emery received ewrythixig which money ecould
provide, but she lacked the companionship of her parents. Her parents
did not confide in her, nor she in tﬁem. The Krapp childrén had a
rich comradeship with their fathér, especially after he took over the
, mﬁagemnt of the home, ’InAiﬁhe Marshall home, there was & coinpénion«-
ship which was neerly ideal, No home is attrﬁchive to children un- ,
less it offers personal contacts ﬁot only ﬁith friends but with

parents, brothors and sisters,

Ise1f-Reliance, p. 59.
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- Children enjoy most the parent;s and gx’andparents who }:eep young~- '
not “k:.ddiah" or immature, but yaung in mind s).nd, optimistie toward
life, Narise's father was not £it to keep her company because he no
longer cared for 1ife. He said that b’irﬁhdays, . ; . alﬁgys mke me
" think of the ones I have atill to get throvgh with year after yea,r,
one by one,"l }myone who fesls like that is far oo old to be &

" suitable cmnpa‘nian for ,a’child,, ch'lldran' like to see, ercpping out
now &nd then, evidences that their edult frionds were once children
like themsolves, and do mot 1fke to feel as Neale folt about his grand-
'parentsz o | : -
| , Grandfather and Grandmother did not look 80 very much
older to Reale at twenty-four than they had to the_eight

~yeer old, having alweys looked as old as possi‘§1e._

Mrs, Pisher picturés the father (Mr. Krapp®) who stopped and
played games with the ohildren, and Mrs. Marshall® the mother who
played and worked with them even élluwing them to fumble around try-
ing to hélp; Helping males them feel so grown up, anﬁ 1ts more fun
being gromn up when you're little than it is in reality.

Lydia Emery was amethared by materialism; while the }‘zshrshalls
saught to awid 1*.:. Thay had .cmpfauicnahip end & p}.e_asant, sociable |
home, but it was too umworldly and ’aust'efs; ‘The i&arsha;'lé made too

greet en effort to confine their interests to the highest. Sylvia,

| lpough-Hewn, p. 351.
21bid., pp. 297-298.
- 3Charsecter in The Home-Maker.
~ 4Character in The Bent Twig.
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who

", . . had been literally rooted by Marshall soil,
watered by Marshall convictions and fed by Mershall
information,
found it difficult to inake. '&he’ tmnsitian i‘roan her home tobhe world.
- At homs she had been protecf:ed from the savere, ‘and guarded from
contact with the ugly. . This transition was less i;rying for Eylvia'a
 sister, “Judity, ‘béeans_e she was too pract;ical to assimilate enough of
the unworldliness of her home to injure her. Syivia was. too curious
-and éager to grasp. She revolted against the ugly and wulgar, long~
" ing for the most beawtiful, Her childhood hed been like the ". . .-
grest clusters of flowers dreaming, away an enchanged 1ife behind the
‘shining glass windows." "She never quite resovered ,i‘réme‘baing ‘trans- "
planted im:o a real earth in a real world."3 All through her 1life she
had to 'bat:tle against disillusions. | | Y o
The selfish parent erects barriers batween himself and the child.
Ws see this in the selfishness of ¥rs. Krapp, who wished. a.beve every’ching
‘else te¢ preserve order and c}.eanliness, and to have the ehildren do her
will; the selfishness of Mr. Smith, who lowed pleasure more than his
- ehild; the selfishness of egotistic parents and fr?-’iends who are 1ike
Aunti Vie: -
-She pa.rohes s YO8, shs dries up the ‘blood but not ‘by her B
passion, not even by ours, Honest passion never kills,

It*s the Sahara sands of her egotism into which we've all
'emptied our. veins4 , : .

1Bent TWig, p. 106.
 21bid., p. 134,

31bid., p. 268 .
41bid., pp. 421 and 422,
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the selfishness of parents who do not want their children té grcw up
‘but try always to keep them deéenden‘h upcni' them. Feale cxfittendgn '
felt this in ?lizis" parents and it almastfruinad: his liﬁe. %o concluded
that: | e : |
! "‘Tinl'l he Ae(mldv be really .tndépéndén& dnd do as b 'iiked i
,: without suffering the ignominy of having people kmow
ebout it and talk it over, it might be better to skid
. along the grooves provided, yet the lebels stuck on you,
It couldn't do any harm they'd soak off easi 1y encugh
later on.” o
’ This patronizing on the part of his pa.rants mde it hard for Neale
HT‘ba speak f‘ully with them. It was not until he was in college tha.{: ho
“‘fo'und,' it almost as easy to talk ta his parents as if t;hay had been
strangérs n2 | | ‘ '
Almost all pnrents hold professiona.l or social ambitiona fox' their
children. - Hothers desire that their davgh{:ers marry above ‘cheir
V' social station. Over ambitious mo{:hers isolate or abolish any
factor whiah is likely to prove a social disgrace-—ﬂ. Bodard wag ’
confined to his boudoir because of his bourgeoisie mnners .3 Child-
| bren are carried into unhappy marriages I‘er social advancement:-wLydia
| 'PEmery was kept in her “squirrel—cage" 4 Other parente are always '
| 'mcwing abcut looking for a m:opia of their dreams and succead at least
) in breeding discontent and unhappiness in thes.r family, gust as ‘t:he

1Rough-Hewn, p. 166.

 %Ivid., p. 259.

3Raw Material, "Ideas of M. Brodnrd"
'éaeroine of The 8q3:5.rrel Cags, p. 83 £f.




Breherns were continmally moving from Europe to America, looking for

social refinement and dempcrati;s soclability in the some comnnity.l
f&rs.Fishar is fair in presenting her domestic situations, and

although she sometimes tries to make them follow some favorite thesis,

her conclusions are plausible if not é.lways probable, She makes

" married life real and gives it substance and color; nor does she

neglect the weak, pitiful moments during its course, She is a true

oducator of the home and is ever aware of its problems.

lpew Material, "God's Country", p. 215 £f.

24



25

Bha_pter Iﬁ_
"Jest" Livint?
1. Country Life Versus City Life

Hrs, Fisher is partial to ceun'bry life, 8he ﬁn& life there al=-
tOge%her wholesame and wholehaarted. She advocates the eouni:ry as a
désira‘ble place to live because it is democmtio, simple a.nd,sincare,
beautiful, full of drama and romance, and atimﬁlating. |

| Gduntry life is hard, extremely so, because its people must
oohtinualiy_conabat against the elements. Life there, is ore of de-
privation and severe discipline,

The life of Hillsboro people is and alwéys has been narrow -

in the extrems, but their acquaintance with it is extensive.2

They have few books; little art; a rough, crude eulture; they
kﬁaw littlé about the world of cities, but they know 1life and are kind-

ly toward it. In her Hillsboro People, Mrs., Fisher tries to prévva to

us that rural people are less efflicted by disease . moral lassitude,
‘and despair ‘l;,ha.n urban people, | /
-cmnﬁfy life is far more democratic than city life becaizse people

are so spread out and apart., They meet fewer people and grow "hﬁngry

' IS.’n.mp?ua Martin says of the people im Hillsboro, "We jes! live.“ See
Hillsboro Pesople, p. 5.

szid.’ p. 9’
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for folks. - Of the people whom they mee'b, the greater per cent are
acquaintanoes. Mny of us, wi‘!;h Mrs, Fisher,,have marked the leisure‘
' rof‘ ruml‘people ;,’ ﬁhey Aiﬁays h_#ve time to talk witiz a(.mighbor; and are
alvays inéerestéd in 1ittle incidents of his life. In the country,
the soul is imbrued with the bignass and freedom of the great mxt-of‘- |
aoors.l‘ Mr. .Remkina took ta the woods ;'m arder to escape social
popularity--seeking m{: 8 place where he could be hmelf, live and
work as he pleased, even be queer if he wished I&Ieala Crittendena |
i‘egnd among ths hills a new stimulus to life, and a new work, He lived
fﬁe life of an individual rather than being e c‘og in a great mechine,
Austin '139.53464 found nature alive, vigorous, fasqinatiﬁg énd free; a
drink from which would satisfy a thirsty soul. Mr, Warren fonnd.in,
gardening a fraadum from mterialism and sophistication; and it gave
1ife a richness for him which he had forgotton was possible.d
| Mrs, Fj.shei holds up the Basque people of the Pyrenees, as the
_most democratic of rural peoplés. She says: o |
;;;‘hey have kept their racial individuality alive--strong,
simple, warm-heated, physically sound and comely, ebove
all 1life loving-=-while other races and social organizations
around them have risen and fallen., They have never had a
kind, a tyrant; en aristocracy or a revolution, and have
never, altho hot-blooded and impulsive, teken a single

aggressive step against a neighbor in warfare--this is the
heart ofvEurope.S

l.yery meh in evidence in Hlllsboro Peopb.
2Character in The Squirrel-Cago.

‘3Character in The Brimming Cup.

4¢haracter in Bent Twig. . 2 S

~ BReal Motive, "A Sleep and A Porgetting”, p. 61 ff,
6pelineator, May, 1928.
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‘When asked what the people of the hills do all the time awny from
the world. Simple Hartin replies, "hy we jes? live,"l what mm'e eould
anyono éesire than that? country 1ife iﬁ so szmple, 80 natural anﬁ
human, It is this sincerety which MNrs, Fis her sees as the second great
recommendation for rural life, Country people are little influsnced
by false cultures and fada." I:E‘fads dn feaeh them, they can hm'diy be
.consi&ered‘as sueh; Rural'folks. iive a practieal, imsy life; at no
time are they free from the raunds of planting and harvesting. They
riae early, ‘eat heartily, work hard, s.‘{aep soundly, On 'hhair fobcl ‘bﬁe
taate of the aoil atill lingers. Their diet is simple, due i:o neeessity- ;
there are -hoc few hazzds, and f;oo slender purses 't;o live Im:uriously or
~ even axtravanganely. | |

i’ha ccuntr'y provides 15.ving, whalesome 'beauty. Piper Tim é.ays:

... juat how lovely things are if we can but open our

eyes to them, end take time from the ugly business of

1livin' to hear them, and yet a place quiet enough to see

wha:t: it means,

_Here and there Mrs. Fisher calls our attention to the clear-
tmnaparency oi‘ the morning, the silvery dww pearls on the tips
of the rad-twigged osiers s the pussy—willma gleaming gray along the
mrgins of awampy plaoes » the pulsings of life in all growing things s

and the still beauty when hhez

" lg111eboro People, p. .
2Ipid., p. 308,




. o'w moon is like gold and the fog comes up in puffe like
incense in the church, an' the valleys a.ll hrighbwi' la.mps '
like the sky wit stars;l’

or when in the vq.uiet qh#nges of ttéilighb: :

The sun was dripping into the &ea, now emblazoning the
sky with a last flaming cirele of pure color, but the
" light bad left the dusky edges of the world. Already
the far mountains were dimmed, and the pldn passing from
‘deep twilight ecolor to another more sombre, was quietly :
sinking into darkness es inf;o the Ioving arms of ultimte :
dissolution.a .
Surely the urban beauty of artifioial plants, i‘lowera, and 1ight
cannot compare with the beauty of the x'eal things. ~ Rural heauey is
nof; confinad to space«-'tis evarywhere.
Bz?arise Allen é,s a li‘ctle girl in France felt tha:b 'bhere wers in
the wor}.d- : |
Ho windows except *t:hos’e-ogieni.ng on what was physically -
sickening and coarse, no doors save those leading back and
forth between the deadly familiarity of imprisoning rooms.®
| Many city @wellers have an outlook with no greater breadth then
that, o
The drama of humn life 18 far more interesting and fascina*bing
than arama on the stage.v Life in books is faded in comparison to

roal 1ife. Hra. Pisher says of the inhabitants of Hillsboro:

Ifi.’:lllsv'bccrov People, Pe 307,
2fhe Brimming Cup, P. 21. e
SRough-Hevn, p. 135.

28



All novels appear to us badly written, they are faded and faint
in comparison to the brilliant colors of life which palpitate
up and down our quiet, villege street, called by stra.ngers,

sleepy 1ittle village.l
Mrs. Fisher does not overlook the mghnoas and belsteronsness of
country life, She does not find in this, nor their orudeness any mark
of disaredit,but rather an .‘ev,idence of living lifa in iﬁ_ﬁ'ﬂllle&'b,g' :
To live all over is one of the desired onds of Mrs. Fisher's labors,

Polks that die ell over die happy. If ye spend yer time

half dyin®, some day ye'll turn in end die all over

tthought rightly meanint tter gt all=~jest a kind of

* ,habit ye've got yerself inter,”

,l'he romnce of tha s0il and of growing things Iceepa the heart
Yyoung in spite of‘ the huffetings of elements and the austerity of
rural life, city folks keep their facas soi't and yonng, but their
hearts gei: o}.d frcm tha limitations of walls, and walls, and walls.
Even when he was an old rheumantia man, the romsnce of *!:he pines 1napired
old p:lper Tim 80 that he fel‘b 1ike a boy:

Fe took his pipes i.mder his‘ai'm and feirly ran up the path, |

His rhoumatic legs oreaked a little but the color came up

hard in his tired old face as the twilight of the p&nes

‘ and their ;{mngen’b, unwelcoming breath fell sbout him.3
‘Hrs. E‘:Lsher ‘recommnds cvun‘bry 1ifa everywhsre because she has

fmmﬁ in the Varmani; hilla such spontaneity and joy in Iiving. She

1xi311sboro People, p. 9.
‘zlbid‘; Ps 49.°
31bid., p. 314"
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finds the life of the Basqus p@ople very nearly idsal, Et is not the
fairy; dream life of the Béltio people, nor yet the hard, ?ractical,
materialistio life of the French. ‘ﬁ;‘rs, _’ Fisher pictures ‘these pecple as
bé;ing hard—working; tﬁrifty farmers aﬁd fishémaen, who find great joy
in juai: h.ving. Their lives may not ’be as harren as those of many of
the people oi‘,ghe mamont Hills, but they carry *:.hai:} same :pu:‘_e, cleansed
feeling which is ‘sixﬁilarv to that ekﬁerienoaci bySylﬁa Harshall after

her scrubbing with yellow lye scap and cold, spring waters

She was chilled and raw with the erude astringency of the
‘soap, but she folt cleansed to the marrow of her bones,

as though there had been some mystisc quality in the
lugtration of running water psrformed under the open sky,
The racy, black birch twang still lying on her %tongue was
a flavor gquite in harmony with the severaly mshed feeling.
It was e taste notebly clean,2

In passing comments upon the attitude of city people toward the
country, Urs. Fisher says they cannot understand how it could appesl

to anyone:

They cannot conceive the bittersweet, vital taste of that
conscicusness as we villegers have it; they cannct under-
-gtand how arid their existence seems to us without this

" unhurried, peonetrating realization of their own existence
and of the meaning of their acts., We do not blame sity
dwellers for not having it; we ourselves lose it when we
venture into their maslstrom . . . but we camot feel
ourselves live. We hurry back to the shadow of Hemlock
Hountain feel ing that to love life one does not need to
be what is usuelly cealled happy, one needs only to live,3

lpelineator, (XII, (May, 1928), p. 16-17,
23.’}19 Bont Twig, p. 304,
Smillsboro Peopls, pp, : 515.




The following poen expresses Y¥rs. 'Eiéher' 8 attitule toward rural
life: ‘ |

Palaces grow in the cities, -
» Tho? tenemnts back of them hide;
- But homes grow in the little fowns,
And dot the cmntryside.

Fy'ealth grows in the ei.ties,
' Tho' poverty dogs his heel;
Bn{; friendship grows in the little towns
' ?merq i‘el};s hove tims %o feel, -
_1tts pleasant to pléy in the cities -
- Where gayety grins renown; ‘
" But when it eames to living
’ 111 pick 1 a litsle wmxl
”Iﬁrs. Fishar drills far belm ‘bhe austere, berren suri‘ace of the
IIew Enoland charactar ami d:.scloeea unsuspeuted springs and foun{;ains
of emotion”. 2 An article in ?he Gtz’c}ook for July 7, 1915, says o£'

Mrs. Fisher'a Hﬂlsbera Paoyle:

E‘.n t}us book we hawa]

‘. .. hmzzar in its most’ charming eff‘edi;, pathos, elusive ,
and unforeseen, picturesque views of Vermont hills, bringing
balsam fragrance with them, end a depth of neighborly '
fundersta.nding and ins:.gh into hnman:.‘sby, noble and frail
&111{3’

A‘ Fuxthermore tha wri‘ber of this artiele says that this humor,
pathos . neighbcrly undersuanding, and insigh’c iInto humanity:
e » o make this book of ville.ge tales worthy of a

~ prominent place on the short shelf of treasured tales
.- about"our folks L ,

lharjorie F.W., "My Choice".
2peview of Reviews, LI (lay 1915), p. 631,
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2, Where to Find Neighbors

It does not greatly surprise us that Mrs, Fisher lays special
‘stress upon neighboflineas ¢ she 4s always very much interested in

_ humanity, both individually and collectively. Mary Ross, in speaking

of Ers. E‘isher'é novel, "Her Son's Wife, calls it a neighbor's hovel";l

and certainly the stories in Raw Mater ial, The Real Motive, Hillsboro

Psople and Home Fires in Frence might be called neighbor stotes--they

having been born from incidents in the lives of Mrs. Fisher's neighbors
in America and France. ;
; Rural cdnmnnities aie the most neighborly. Mrs. Fisher makes us
feol that this spirit of friendliness redeems rural 1ife from many of
its shortoomings., In it there is plenty of hard work often little money,
but therée are always folks.. The people who live in the country ére as
’canécioﬁs of othér lives as they are of their omn. "Good fences do mot
make good neighbors;™ 2 nor do French walls. Good neighbors do not
- 1ike people near that they may slmt them out, but rather they erave to
know human 1ife. Mrs. Fisher explains the difference in attitude be-
tween city and country pebpla; she sayé that oity people becoms:

o v o dwaéfed by overwhelming numbers and shriveled by

tho incapacity to "sense" the humanity of the countless
human similacra,d ‘

l¥ation, CXXIII, Sept. 15, 1926, p. 248.
2Frost, Robert, North of Boston, "Mending Wall®
3gillsboro Poople, P. €.




Mrs, Fisher is thoroughly humenistis in her attitude toward lifes
personally she is interested in people and finds in them the real stim-
ulus to life. She feels that city people'mi'sé so much of 1ife beocause

they are so busy with things and so tired of strange faces.

City dwellers make money, make reputations (good or bad)

make museums and svbways, make charitable institutions,

make with hysteric rapidity like excited spiders, more and
" more complication in the mazy labyrinths of their lives

but they never make each other's acquaintance . . « and
_that is a1l that is worth doing in the world.l

She continues defining the restlessness of urban peopkle.k They think
it is for excitement, for adventure and try to find a satisfaction in
théatre scenes, pictures, and hoéka,. and other means of amsement,.
These things may be ihteresting and weii for us to we but at their
© best they are only bloodless substitutes for life~-without humanity
~ they are nothing. People seek: |
.. . o be entertained when their souls crave for humn

life. o o« If they cannot get it fresh, they will take it

canned, which is undoubtedly gcod for those in the caming

bus iness,

Country ;illages are strongly condemned for théir .petty gossip,
which is without doubt justiﬁable. Gossip exis{:a everywhere and is
| very much the same whether it be spread by the loafers at {:he corner

grocery or in a ladies drawing room,

l1bid., p. 6.
2Ibid., p. 9.



We all know about everybody and everything you Imow, If
you live in the country youfre really married to humanity
« o « not just on speaking terms with it as you are in
the eity.l! |

Every child who runs past the house starts a new story, every
' 0ld'men whom we leave sleeping in the imrgmg—-grmnd by the
Heerosebt River is the anding of anather 4 Ny

‘People who have once anjoyed the mrm‘bh of mraI 1ife ‘miss ﬁ:s -

sceiabihty as & vital m'b of the businass of 1iving:

It does seem good to got back to where there ere folks. ..
It is like coming into a warmed and lighted room full of
friendly faces, after mnﬁering long by night in a farest
peopled by flitting shadows. 1In the phantasmagoric pantomime
.. of the eit g we. fergot that ‘chere wore SO many real poople in
" the world.,

This genial, friendly spirit in the end even penctrates the o rust of
~the a;qphiatica*bed and brings them low., Mrs, Fisher says of college. .
folks w};o coms to Hillsboro: . .
After a short stay in Bill‘aﬁéﬁo; even these conseientious .
young missionariss of culture turn away from the feeble.
plots. of Ibsen and the tame invention of Barnard Shaw to

the really exciting, perplexing and stimulating events in
the life of the village grocer.?

) Lrne Brimming Cup, p. 37.
2Hillsboro People, p. 10.
3 Ibide, P. S.




| 3. Achieving True Culture:

Mrs. Fisher has travelled among various peoples and studied

‘ thair culwres. She has med varions glassas o:E‘ people boi;}; in Amer:l.ca‘

and Europe, Hrs. Fisher, herself is culturea in the true»,; fine sense

of the'word. She understands snd apprecia*bes musiu, painﬁing, and
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literature. Eer culi:um s’ fresh, wholesame, inspﬁmﬁaml and sincere,

It ia like . o » the secret of a nildflower grmfmg; in. the sun
spivy and free.™l lirs, Fisher desires that all mankind have true
culture,

- Ber first point is that our present cultures are too often
empty, ‘meaninglessg mere. form, A8 a result, we are false, and arkif-
jeial in our manner. We hear Mrs, Fisher condemming Mrs. Page's
world when Austin says of its -

These folks don't do anything except get up and sit
down the right way, and run their voices up and down the
scale 80 their great esunts would faint away to hear them,
They haven't any energy loft over.  If somsbody would
only writs out suitable parts for them %o memorize, their
parts would be perfect.2
If Mrs, Fisher were saying this, she would doubtless omit the
parh abcmt the "great aunta“ since many of them would have been found
doing simila.r things. ‘i‘he follwzing quotation scunds mnch more. 11kzs
Ba's; mahér; We ares
Evarlastingly studying something or other, going
“after culture with such eagerness, bringing it home,

hanging it on the wells and turning around to i‘_;tnd i‘b
has changed to nothing, noth.’mg. How silly. » « § 2

lhe Bent Twig, p. 382.
21vid., p. 366.
SRough-Hevm, p. 141,
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Again we feel the irony with which Mrs. Fisher i:ictﬁres Sylviats in-
troduction to sociéty, She gave attention to modulating her voice,
holding hands and maneging her sk:lrts:

e o o« As did the guests of the hour, she usvally had the

impression that the conversation was very clever.l
It is not very strange;‘ nor irregular “that Marise Allen ceme to the
conclusion that only queei' people cared for culture or art and they
spent a life time caring for those things, only. As Marise grows
older and wiser, she comes to realize that culture is not restricted
- "to the queer people, | '

Mrs., Fisher gives the following warning concerning culture:
"Gulture is but dust and ashes if the f‘wndations are not well laid.“z
Eugenia. ¥ills apent her entire life trying to assimilate European
culture, She succeeded in obtaining an artificial cultural sheidl,
~ in the mearwhile thwarting her real persmnality. She tried to buy
it by pieces; and

Hot the richest, sharpest American who ever lived can

possess Furopean culture by buying little pieces of 1t

here and there and hanging it on the wall, . . You can't

change the fabric of your soul without -dylng a thousand

deaths and knowing a thousand births,.S

True culture cannot be bmght for any paltry snm, but it 4s a

matter of years of growth,

IRO‘ugh"HGWn s p.‘ 14 1 -
Z7he Bent Twig, p. 385.




Culture must be sincere, but so long as mockery is an accepted
part of it, just that long‘ will our culture be warped, Mockery makes
us sneer and have only a selfish interest in people. We bow and smirk
to those whom we insincerely and momentarily worship,

“Marise Allen envied those psople whose lives were so arranged:

e o o that other people [didlall the drudgery and

[1eft] one free to perceive nothing but the beauty

and delicacy of existence.*

She later discoveréd that the busy person may have and is far

more likely to have an appreciation of living than the idle one, She

‘questions:

[Does] their entire freedom from drudgery give them &
keenor sense of the bsauty and delicacy of existence?

[Are | they mare deeply alive bocause of the ease of
their lives?2 _

One glanee into the life and culture of Bugenia wquid have
proved that the idle life is empty end vapid, Xt is a purposeless
existence--this following one fad and then another.

~ Wihen we ask who is responsible for the discouraging condition

of our culture, Mrs. Fisher poin‘as an acensing finger at us: she says,

"Folks heve what they want. "

We make them ﬁur cultural standardsj. We tolerate and
foster a natiomal tradition, unuttered but firmmly believed
that artistic culture is for women end weaklings, and as a
result we get a weak and emasculated culture.4

" Tihe Brimming Cup, p. 340.

. 2Ibid., p. 340.

3"A3 the Twig is Bent,"” Good Housekeeping, LXXV (sept. *22), p. 133,
4 »
Ibid.
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True culture mst be simple and nngfféctéd; Gemuine cﬁlﬁuré out-
lasts the élaﬁcrate and flashy pretense Seéau_se | i:bi hgé pover ‘an& reserve
back of it. Culture mist be pasitive; 1ead to action, It requires enm
active body and mind and may be had by anycme& Hrs. ?1shar finds tlmt
| people generally laak e sense of cultural values and that our cultnre

is stereotyped rather than democratic.
4, Problems Caused by Money

é&rs. :F.ts}ier éhcws no interest in money except in ifs inflixenﬁe
upon the individual. She often takes us into the land .nf'hara_v}orking.
farnérs--éﬁe type who make up her next-door neighbors. They are poor
‘beoause of the socraggly soil which yields up & very scanty living. In
spite of theiz' povarty, and their struggle in mlcing a living, accord-
ing to Simple Mart;in, theyenjoy it. To "jes' live," here requires un-
| wevering hope and courage. . Money is scarce, and thelr homes ars poorly
furnished and out of date like that of the Westerner.l During hard
times they club their mites together to help the unfartumté ones out
e bit, Their lives are narrow, but geniality, friendliness, and free-
dom so pervede the atmosphere that they make life worth living.

Te have had & peep into the lives of the poor hill people and
have seen how they are happy in spite of thedir poverty. Mrs. Fisherts
attim&er*&dm‘zra wealth would indicate that she feels ‘money thwarta |

happiness rather than promotes it. She sees in _ﬁ:s sequisition some-

| T"Th‘e,?!estérner,”v Seribners Magazine, XLIX {Eeb.,_ 1911), 158-165.
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thing else sacrificed. Hr. Warren forgot how to live. He resigned his
wealth to his femily and lived happily upon a ‘amall truck patoh.)

J. Fax'well Allen gave up Eva Esartin and possible hapginess for Wall
street and a girl ina red &ress with a po{; of gold. The girl in & red
dre_sa beoame to him what & red rag is to & bull, Ee finds solace only
in figu’r’éé and mﬁej. Onee Eva Hartin'a ghest braaks through int:o his
éonséi’.ousnesa and we see the hap_pine’sé which might have been his alsc the
pain cauSed;by his ‘greed._z Austin‘ Pagea gave ﬁp his coal Pields and
won the girl hs loved. Felii ﬁorrison‘* married for xnoney and los’c the
only human 'being he cared for. Aunt ?5.55 married far money and a

life of ease. She heoame a social parasite and an ago‘cist. Rankin ”

' lived happzly in the woods while Paul Hollisters mde himsalf a slave
”.ta success. 3 regular John Barclay.?' He' finally fen a victzm to the
machi.nery of his suceess. Lydm Emery we.s selﬁ for Wealth and 8 social
o vposition. Sy}.via. }Jarshan's fingers vere tmrnt many times hy gold.

w's. Fisher is Asympatheﬁic with the idle rich she pi%ies ":.hem |
'She pietures *;hem as mentai, moral, and phyaical weaklings. Ai’ter v

exhausting 't:he t.’hrills auppoaed ‘ha stiumlate a feeling of Iife, héy are

1Rea1 ﬁoti.'ve, "A Sleep and A Fargetting s P 49 ££,
2poal Motive, "An Untold Story", p. 241 f£f, - |
8, &, B, Characters in The Bent ‘mig. -

S1he Sqnirrel-cage. :

, 7aharaeter in. W.A. Whi%e's A certain Rich mn.
8geroine of The - stmirrelacage. SR

9he Bont Mwig.
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forced to fall back upon their egotism as the only nourishment, Sylvia'
Harshall's Aunt Vic was that type of a person. Atnald Smithl at seven-
teen was a gcphisticated ycmgéter, at twonty-one a mere husk. Mrs.
Fishor pities Arnold. He was a victim of ciroumstances, vhile Aunt
Vic was a victim by choice, Our list of parasites includes Eugenia-—b »
she missed all of life in trying to find it. Mrs. Fisher expresses
‘2 wish that: | L

We could . « . produce & nation which would 'be ashamed

to have too luxurious or idle life in its borders, a

long as there is one starved or oppressed life left.
Mrs, Fisher hes a socialistic desire to abolish these elasaé of people,

Mrs. Fisher brings the restless, greedy Ameriean a lesson in |
living, from her French people, ‘rhey are satisfied with a comforf;able
"~ living and do not grasp at every copper or two without considering the
oose,. ‘The Frenchman lives happily and runs the ancestral shop which is
a part of his inheritance. | ,

¥Mrs. Fisher strikes a note of cc;rrbrast bet’weebn the economic
attitude of the American and the Frenchman. To us the Frenchman's
atti‘bﬁda seéms indolent, or at least unambitious. To the Frenchman
our perpetual bustling is | |

Like a eircle of frenzied' worshipers around # firey Maloch,

into whose man they cast everything that makes life sweet

and livable, leisure, lovwe, ai‘fection, apprecatian of thinga :
rare and fine,3

T(n'm.r:a.oi:»zar .’m 5
2npg the Twig is Bent“ Good Housekeeping, LXXV (Sept. '22), p. 123,

SHome Fires in France, "A Fair Exchange,” P. 1056,




Whether Mrs, Fisher leans favorably toward the Frenchmen's opinion we

can only guess but at least she allows him to mke the weightiest

arguments, We feel true horror in the old Frenchmnt®s words when ho

sayss

Por nothing in the world would I enter upon such a life

as you depict, owing great sums of money to begin with, for
no matter howr Yeasy! your business orodit may be made in the
modern world, the fasot remaing that I should lie down at
night and rise up in the morning conmscious that thousands

of men had entrnsted their money to me, that I might easily,
by bne false step or plece of bad judgment, lose forever

money which means life to poor wamen or old men, It would

be my deaith, I who never owed a penny in my life., And then
what? Even with the utmost success which you hold out, I
should have a life which, compared with what I now have,
would be infernal; rushing to and fro over the face of the

- earth, eway from home, my wife, my children . . . constantly
employed in the most momenbous and important deecisions where
in order to suvcceed I must give all of muself, all, all, my
brain, my personality, my will power, my Soul . . . 1 should
be an empty husk, drained of everything that makes me a
living and humen being « « . I ses from what you so
eloqently say that I would have become the slave and not
the master of thit invention which has came down to me from
my fathers; that instead of its furnishing me and my work--
people with a quiet, orderly, contented life, I should only
exist to furnish it means for a wild, fantastic growth,
like something in s nig?tﬁx&m, because a real growth is
never like that, never., S

"Happiness, at least a satisfaction is possible in human life,"@

' To live we meed among other things: freedom, an interest in humnity,

41

- & true cult:ura s an mmaterialistic attitude toward life, "‘Qx's. Pigherts

old Frenchman has sumed up the things which make life worth while.

inmne Fires in France, "A Fair Exchange“, p. 101 & lo2,
zRaugh-Hewn, p. 392,
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says:

My friend, humsnity as a whole will never be worth more

than individuvals are worth, and it tekes many, many things
+0 make individuals and their lives worth while, It takes
a mixture, and it needs, among other elemonts, some quist,
some pescéd, soms leisure, some occupation among pure beauty
like w roses, and some followshlp with great minds of the
past.™ B

. 1I:Iome Fires in France, "A Fair Exchange", p. 105.
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Chapter IV
. Problems of the World War
1. 2&‘8.} B‘ishar's“ W&r Experience -

&’Irs. ?isher spent *bhree years, frem 1916 hu 1919, in active war

service. Her war 'books, Eme Fires in Francs and I’hs I}ay of Glory,

contain ineidents frem life in France during the war period. Every

.aketch 1n Heme Fires in France is - based upon a real incidﬁnt:, every

problem and story from the frcnt is genn:lne. Iﬁrs. ?ishar's home was
alwe.ys open to refugees. e.mi she gave freely oi‘ comfcrt and cheer, wheth-
exr at a eamp comissary or in a printing establishmcnt for the blind,

" and a commlesnent home for delicata children.
2. Problems b ‘t:he -zs'ront’

~ Even lirs. I%’iaher and tho;sa “Jjust behind ‘ché iinas cannot tell us
the ‘true horrors of The War, Soldiers were loath to speak of them
among theméelves » 8and when speaking withothers. they, liko M, Amiewr,l,
tried to. chang;e the subject when it drifted to Iife in the trenehes.
Qocasionally, Bomeone like Paul Arbagnan, who was s0 fnled with the

'horrars of the war, would give a summary piotura of life at the front.

-iﬁome Pires in France, "Tignettes from Life at the Reer”, p.‘ 75 £f,




Paul Arbagnan denounces war as £ilth and diseage-~disease bescause
"4t demoralizes and eats the heart out of men, 1 He says in speaking
of the munded }.eft dying on the f£ield: “I wonld willingly giva back
oy craix de Guerre 'l:c forgat tho«e mrta.lly wmnded which I hav\a loft
- to die," - | P |

.7}. . because I have orders to select (it my stretcher

‘has not room for all) anly those. who will get well encugh

to go back and fight ags.in.a
The soldiers were taught to hate and to kill. When asked 1f he ever
met any Germans in close combat, Groissard replieaz ‘

Have I killed many ’B’oches s ycﬁ mean. Eadame?-—»ch, yes,

good many. We fought all over Mort Homme, you know; ang

we were in the last attack on Hill 304, There was a
great deal of hand to hand work there, of course,®

Aecordmg to Paul Arb&gnan it was not hard life; the early risings in

' 'bhe morning, the smoky fires, the meagre breakfasts 86 mnch as tha'

damp and cold of the trenches :

‘s » o 00ld, co0ld day and night, cold that degenerates yom
© %411 you could asell your soul, your mather's soul to be
warnm sgain.? : . Lo

 And the £ifthi Agein we listen to the tired voice of

- Paul Arbasgnans =

1Home Fires in France, p. 71.
2fbid., pp. 71 & 72. :

31bid., “'Vignett;es from Life et the Rear," p. 69,
41bid., p. 72. : N
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Do you know what your body is like, what your clothes are
1like, what your socks are like when you have lived and
socked, and sweat and slept and bled in them twenty=-two -
days? . o « And mind, not clean country, mud, but £ilth,
and up to your eyes and beyond, horrible infected mmd
splashing upon the emergency bandages you are trying to
put on a wound, 1 _

These were all problems: the cold, the hunger, the filth, and the
hate-=but nothing could be done sbout ity it was war,

The biggest problem of the trenches was getting supplies, They
were out off, ran out, or were lost,. Onee more Paul Arbagnan leaves
a picture for us:

JAll day I squat] the German shells falling one a minute,

over my head, my supply of bandeges gone, my anaesthetics

. gone; no cotton, not even & cup of water left, To see

them dying there, begging for help, calling for thd r

mothers, . ., to orouch thers helpless all day long,

. hearing the shells fal%ing, and wondering which one would
.-uome through the roofl ;

Mrs. Fisher dwells longest upon the problems just behind the
 lines, because they were the most familiar to her--every day for thres
- yoars she was in the midst of them,

The problem most difficult to solve was the "eafard": a fit of
'melancholy which were a psychologiecal reaction from the war., It
occurred most frequently among the convalesecing, Deschamps complained:

o o o two hundred of us in bne.great room , . . oh, they

Twerd] kind to us. We had enough to eat, But we [were/not

- children, It is not enough to have food and a roof--two
kundred men there ., . . what & life ., « « for fourteen rnon*!:hﬂ3

lhome Fires in France » "Vignettes from Life at the Rear,” p. 72,
2fbid., pp. 73 & T4. | '
3Home Fires in France, "Vignettes from Life at the Rear", p. 66.




It is not surprising that the “cafard" visited the soldiers who
were mained disfigured and blind. The blind were ‘brembled mest. They
had nothing with which to occupy their time except thoughts and visions
of what they had seen ﬁnring the last i‘ew months-~-and such horrible
.‘ "visirms they werel The directrices had their hands full caring for
the Teafard"; a‘btaining machlnery with which to teach the blind,
getting hel;; and dnstructors; and ﬁnding war}c for the men. . 'Thara
were selfish women Iike the woman in sables who called to sce Anguste

Ieveau ;;1

and Mrs. Wangton, who desired personal honor after which she
‘did not intend to "have to bother anymore about these tiresoms war

: ‘éund.“z | |

A second problem was obtaining materials for working--both help

B and gnpplies; 8411y, young girls who had decided to become martyrs end
. marry some blind soldier were just ancther problem to fact rather than

an ai'd .m‘-é“ol\ir‘ing one. Yeﬁ the directrices had to depend upon

: volunfeéréd aervice‘a. | fiost of 't:ha. women in charge of oamps were une.

business~like and having éncompetent help were unable to m'event things

from drifting into a chaotic condii:ian; too fow §eople " like Eilen

, Baardman, arrived to set them aright. - | |

| L»Irs, Fi.sher shows ms some of the sacrificas made 'by the peopla

behind the lines to help tha bogs at ths front, and ta furnish supplies,

Elle,n Boerdmn ate apples and rolls insteaé of dining out, With her few

llﬁoms Fires in France, "Eyes for the Bl.’md", Pe 188.
2Ibid., p. 189.
311:1:1., "A Little Kansas Leaven", p. 152 f£f.
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extra colins sha bought chocole.te bars, s stationery and mmdry other
ari:ioles for the soldisrs as they leﬂ; the Gare de lte ﬁt. Hargaret

Ecysset,»l :

whp, had ‘lost her child and husband a’_c tha outset vfoi" the
war, ggve:ner'smn income end her time to feedisg orphan children,
Dccasional‘ly, 'big hear‘bed people like the Balls, with large incomea
would ba &0 touched by i;he war that they very generously supplied the
,‘bhings mnst needed.z ‘ .

m‘s. Fisher pict:ures fsr us: tha disheari;ening lii‘e of the invaded
rég;ox;s. The bravery af the women and childran was scarcaly human, |
a i‘he maf:bo o_f the French women, as Hrs. Fisher gives it was: let .
them (the Gemans) captura our bodies, but our souls, neverl These
women. rasclvad not ‘:.o show emg‘cim hefam t}w Germans a.l‘hhngh they
\', ' were ro'bbed of sverything, even children and i‘ri.ends. When tha Germans
- took tha women, and all the’ men, who were able to work, up north to |
Germany, no tears were shed-~but the hospitals for the insans were full
tho next day. Annette Craynonts mother who stayed behind had:w"a long
fainﬁng sApelvl when Annette went by with a German soldier. We thdught
we could never bring her to life,"d |

Tﬁe -.captive women themselves allowed the Germans no glimpse of
" the sgony in their souls, They mershalled tﬁemaelvas together, keeﬁing

oie’_an, teaah;ng ane enother what they knew, and reoobkir’agfheirhkfood

. 1Hom Fires in France, "A*aoneyinoon"; p. 248 £f,
Ibid., P 229 £f,
slbid., "me Pemzissionnaire » p. 40,
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so that they were wholesome, normal women whén they retumed to theii
homes. But they never told what they had seens "If ‘L’bhosq who
escape tell what is géen up there s thoaé who are left éuffér’wcrsa
tor:;xantsg;“ o L ', P |
- Ehrguérit’e Moysset, whose little boy died at the beginning of the
wayr e.nd whose ,hnsbandv was ﬁillad at the froﬁt," ka'bakrtéd 8 éoup( line for
. orphan children, When a friend offers. hé_;- sympé.thy end wonders at her
coufage;‘ﬁarguerite r‘epﬁegt ' .
I‘?. :.-. . I haven't the right to oryt Look at my neighbors.2 :

. ¥ho French villages under German rule did not let §m1: ,paz,tri.oi;ism~
dle, They teught their children to sing the "arseillaige” whenever
the German guerds slept, Jean Pierrie, aged ten, greets his father with:

I’ never ’ééiu'.beci! : Yo&;have‘tb have ‘Asox’nevthi'n'g oﬂ yéur head

- %o salute, they won't let you do it barsheaded, so I threw

my csp into the firet® ’

Mrs. F_.ishex" endeavors to show the attitude of the French and
‘German people tovard one another, They may have 1oéthed éno 'anof;her,
‘but they did not hate permanently. The pseudo-German a‘ndj his men who
invaded Madame Brismantier!s house, demanded that she codk them a
good meal, drank her wine, stole everything of valve in her house, made
- kirdling b,oat of her (fﬁrxmitur_e,» and strewed !;ai- ‘home with fil’ch. _ After

their retreat Madeline refni'ne& to the ‘shc':p', the store of medicines

11bid.,"he Refuge", p. 112.

ZTvid., "A Honeymoon", p. 260.
Sgome Fires in France, "The Permissiomnaire™, p. 36.
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which she had hidden in the cellar and she herself took charge of her

husbandts pharmacy, Seeur Sts. Marie calls npon her to i‘umish medicine

for the wounded aaldiera of tha Germane‘l Paulette, the Pamissionaire'a
wife, speaks sympathetically. of the German soldiera:‘ ‘

 Their officers were » hard on them about évsrything~~hardx

 They tweated them like dogs. We were sarry for them
aametimea.z

. Again when »épeaking -of their heév.rtless‘ thieﬂng, "she sayssy

But the Boohes dldn't dare Qut’té;’ Thedr foi&é;élwaﬁié |
~have shot *bhem if they hadn't.3 e SELL
The French mathsrs and their children Iived acantily fm those
o days ?he Ger:mnn ate a11 they could, 'book along what they coum not
'eat, and destroyed all i:hat they cauld not dispoae of by the ﬁrsf:.
two methods .4 Food was not only high !:mt seamely available. '
Paulat‘.:e (Hidart's wii’e) ana her f‘amﬂy lived upon dry bread, a fow
.potatoes and a li’ctle \t;hin soup.5 ‘rhe Gemans lei‘t: Bﬁadeline with »
; cnly a liti:la tapioca and sngar. The protdeadeline was i‘orce& to go
' -and beg i‘rom the farmer's ~ife who uﬁnany fnmished hor porul%,ry and
fresh eggs.s |

o After the war haa swept across France, the fw.f persons leﬁ:

'(mostly women snd children) stmggled at the reeonstruction. The

'tbia., "ia Pharmeciomne”, p. 292 ff.

2Home Fires in France, "The Pernﬁssionnaire", “Pe - 38.
Cmid., e 50 |
ATuid., p. 27

S1bid., p. 44,
6 Ibid., p. 50.




night that Nidart returned home, he saw:

e » poor and misarable under that pale, good light,
wretched ant-like procession issuing from the holes in
- the ground and filing slowly along the scarred road ..
toward the ruins; womens a few 0ld meni a little band of
- pale and silent children. Thsay approached the ruins and
dispersad, ' ST o C e

The Franch peaple are very proud of their homes. Eathing the

Germans cculd have done would oause mare heartache than harm to their

home or famlly. The soléiers at the frcnt could not beliesre tlﬂat any-'

, thing could happen to thems -

?hoaa nurth—counﬁryv«meni There is no use saying a word to ‘
 them, They won't believe that their homes and families
- aren't there till they see with their owm oyes « o« o and
when they do see . ., I've heard that some of the men in
the front regiments that followed up the Boches! retreat
across the devastated regions, went crazy when they found
their own vznagas.z .

' i‘hs-@ermaris devastated evarything; First {;hey' s‘t:oie everything

of vaiue--ayéry bit of brass and copper, then next the -lin'en; then the

| wool,

-Alice Bernardts mother, they Qerkad ‘her mttress right
out from under her and left her dying on the bed ropes.
And My le Cure, he_was sick with pnoumonia and they took
his, that he died.s

- They pi*ieg off‘w‘ind‘aw eases and door jembe, and hacked the

 furniture into kindling. They out trees and vines off at the rootss

Lﬂome Pires in France, "Phe. Pemissionnaire“, PP 35 and 34.
2Ibid;, p. 26.

3Ibid., PP 38 ond 39. e
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s o » 8 ray of yellwé sunshine struck ironically through the
prone branches of murdered trees.t
The peapie thought anyone was a fool to glﬁs up, HNidart, when he
came home on & furlough found his home in mins. Ee worked &ay and night
reconstrueting the home and planting his few acres: »
| Almost at the ond of s strength after the long continued
strained effort to accomplish the utmost in every moment and
- every hour, ho shivered from the cold of his wet garments as
he stood for a moment, fumbling to reach the pruning shears.
But ke did not give himself the time to warm himself at the
~ Pire, setting out directly apgain in the rein. He had been
- working at top speed ever since ‘breakfast, six hours befors
- of black coffee and dry ‘brsam
. Somo men were less fortunate then Nidarit, in having their family
‘end a bit of home leoft, Deschamps was one of these, He spent the

remainder of his life entertaining the "cafard".
3. War Problems in America

We hear little from Mrs, Fisher of Americats problems duringv
 the war, but she does give us a glimpse of the boys back home again,
Every community had its blind, mained end discourasged. The boys were
h\mqred and pet/te&. Mrs. Pisher had experienced enough of the war to
‘\he able ﬁo understand how the bouak feblt after their return and she
sympathized with them. 8he realized how much they scorned pity é.nd

being babied after a hard 1ife at the fromt:

lﬂome Fires in France, "The Permissionnaire". p. 60.

2Tbid., p. 52.




fis sickenod and shivered at the thought of the glances
of pitying comprehension with which they_ probably accom-
panied their never varying soft answers,

Instead of coddling -bhay naedad to be anmed to work ana i‘orget.
Louis, the blind suldiar.z disliked ‘baing watehed and entertained
' -’aec.ause it emtinnally reminded him of his misfortzme. When forgotten
a moment. he slipped away to his bed of ferns and tbsir quiet to ragaiu

a new hcld upcm life, and be hons st with himself:

ag_.mst stgp‘hating'.gand«raging, Qmst stop ,preﬁanding |
t0.be hard, when he must at least be honest with himself,
mist face what there was to face, must say out the word
- he had never dared to say to his heart altho his proud
1lips had brought it out many times, when he must announce
to his terrified heart: *I am blind. What doss it mean
to be blind7'3
“He finds consolation in a bit of wholesome. philcsophy, which was
quite in k:eeping with mrs. Fishar's idea that we can make a success
of our lives if we will. Ve hsar I.ouis says
ur vaenses are not oxﬁ'séives; we are no% our ,
. senses, : No, they are the instruments of cur under- -
standing. 7To be blind means that I have ome less .
. instrument than other men. But a man with a telescope
has ore more than other men, and is life nothing to
them because of that{ . . poor, imperfect as it is we
make our life, we make our life.
Mra. Fisher pictures the agony of parents who stayed at home

while their sons were being “saerificed to the great Moloch:

'iﬂoms Fires in France, ”i'he First Tim After", p. 196,
21bid., p. 194 £1,

, 3Ibid.. p. 201
47vid., pp. 201 and 202.
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 The man whom the twentieth cemtury forced to march away,
to kill and be killed,™ : N R
- When I@Iarise crit'henden eries ant with- all the agany of & mctl*sr's
hea.rt we can readily believe the.-h this is an expression frqn Mra. ‘
Fiahar's haart: ”
 No, oh no! I couldn't live through another, To see
them all go, husbands and sons! HNot another warl

‘Let me live quickly, somechow, to get it over with . . »
~ end die before it comes,2

. &, Mrs, Fisherts Atti%ﬁée, iaward War

Hrs. Fisher is too mach a patron of grawth ax}a progress to wish
. to sec.a fepetition of the xhanshughtex? af the recent war. She probes
degper than def‘initians, ghe aeeks causas«hera she ﬁnﬁs not greed,

nor selﬁshness but a new idea.z ”

-« Perhaps all the world is now trying to.give birth to s
- new 1dea which we have talked of but mever felt before,
- the idea that all of us, each of us is responsible for
‘what happ %ness to all, to each, that we must stick togethar
for good. .

For this idea is like

s v o B little, new body . » « It has cost agony; and is
go small, so wesk, 80 needing all our protection. . .
- and then :a.:lz::)4 becauss, . « because it is alive, because

-iIbid., ”?ignettas from Life at the Rear", P. 62.

Tha Brimming Cup, p. 1265,

SHome Fires in France, "v.’:.gnattes from Life at the Bea.r, Ps 75. .
41vid., P« 75, , | |




?his now idea, though smll and meak. Mrs‘ Fishsr seemingly con-
_giders. worthy,‘wnrth Iivas, mnney, and sorrow, But Nrs. Fishor felt
that we fo'ught and aacrificad not anly to sustain it, but to meke

1t graw. Ve nnte ﬁrs. Fisher'e aptimisnh not only a hapa cf prcgress‘
bub a ﬁrm belief that 11: vtil}. eoma. The war brought vith it: mzq;
‘prdblsma, the facing of which reqnired.antOld‘bra#ery ‘and courage.
?hey are gans naw, almnst forgotten, but the 1dca1 of a better*world |

livaa on.



Chapter ¥

Problems of Education
1. Mrs, Fishor's Educational Experience

Mrs, Fisher ié well known among educators, She has baen-activé
in educational &mrestss as a writer, a lst&te school 'ccmmiasic:;er,
with the war 'blind, and 88 'a; mother. Mrs, Fisher aimé to #ttack educa~-
tion wherein 1% does not promote man's  interests. She revolts at our
doad school system: 31t lacks ‘;:urpose and appropriasteness, It is &
medevial institution in e modern war 1d, what we woulé term a back |
-pumber, Our educational system haé not kept pace with our civilization
as a whole. Mrs, Fisher is well aware of our educational needs. She
touches all fields of educa‘tioﬁ: ‘that of the cﬁild, the youth and
the adult, BHor investigations show thorough study and a comprehension
of kcur educational situation, Without question, M¥rs, Fisherts work
as‘ a state school commissioner gave her greut insight into thisy field.

The first essentials of education sre a desire and-a capacity fér
knowledge. ¥rs, Fisher finds desire and capacity plentiful where there
has not been too much educational tampering. Her investigatiens reveal
a tendency among our schools, to destroy intellectual curiosity.

Mrs, Flshér agrees with R,H, Tawney that:
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The achievements of education are to be measured by

its success in assisting growth, T:t in imposing dis~

cipline or imparting information.

What would our ancestors say to such a def‘inition,v and what
difficulties wou}.d nsed to be overcome vto establish an educatioml pro=-
gram upon this basis even todayl We talk, yes, but what we actuvally
do is to impose disuipline and impart ﬁfmtion‘ Such an education
herdly means a fulfillment of the meaning education—-a training of

muscles, nerves and brain,
2., Educational Problems 6£' the Child

Mrs, Fisher shows greater sympathy with chil&ren, and greatoer
understanding of them than of adults, Her books in this field number
five, The Indepondent for July 3, 1916, speaks of MNrs. Fisher as a
"ehild pxpéri:“;again we hear her referred to as, "an enthusiastio
partisan of the child's vxorld?'.z In‘deéd, she shows an exﬁensiv‘e‘VMM-
le‘d,ge,.o‘f child psychology. Iirs, Fisher®s child characters are more
human than any of her other characters. She has a very complete under-
atanding of the child®s mind: .

Eow,‘ if mother had asked her if she had planned to'étop

at Aunt Hetty's, of course, she'd have %to say yes, she had =

- planned to, sort of but not qui‘be:é . '
Here is another eoxample in which we see her ‘picturing the child's

mind, Neale Crittendem, as a boy, disliked going to the theatro:

IWhy Stop I.earning__?_, p. 87,
2yndependent, IXX¥ (March 6, 1913), p. 540.
3The Brimming Cup, p. 67.
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How could anybody be expected +o pi-efei- bo dress up
in things you had to try to keep clean, sit in a dark
hot theatre and watch painted up men and women cerry on
like all possessed ?aboutthings that weran'b”really so.l
s, Fisher points out four things w:hi.ch ohild education should
accomplishz i‘t: should deve‘.{ap pammality and individuality, teach
demecracy; orea‘be self-relianee; zmd @.ve training 1!3 indmtry.
' Ednca'bion begins st home. The first buddings of persrmality
'V and in&ividuality a.ppear while the chﬂ& is still at hame wi‘bh his
| mothar. The mi.tial step ia under the mother's gnidanee. ¥rs., Fisher
| ehs.rg,aa the mol;her first. to understand the chi.ld. ¥rs. ?ishsr gim
us one of Doctor Hontessori's mxims to ramember in our dealings with
B 'children. 1t is "Every ohild differs from another and from hinself
f‘rem day to day.":3 ?lm mother who nags at her children because thay
| are not like some ether ahildren needs to repea:h this over a hundred
times a day unt;il sha believas and pr&ctices ii:. Mothers and teachers,
fzoo, forget that a child is iery flexible and unstable. They oi’ten
overlcok the ﬁct that one child differs frcm another in disposition,
taates anﬁ other charactaristica. This parental mistake is a perman-
hent unkindness to the child in that it cur'bes his personality and
vthwarta his 1ndividuality. Mrs, ?isher"fconsiders that, “Unnecessary E
restraint in a ch:lld’s lifé is a crime nd Unneceasary restrain‘b means

warped personalities, and personality 15 wha.t is most worth cultivating.

Emg}‘m’ po 20. :

2yontessori Mother, p. 53. Mrs. Fisher classes child education as

- physical and spiritual. The physical edvcation consists of training
and coordinating museles, brain and nerves. In her discussion which
follows she speaks of the need for training in self-reliance, industry,
democracy, end enriching the childs personality.

SpMontessori Manual, p, 18,

4yontessori Mother, p. 140,
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Parents and taaéhers overlooking this maxim convert pérgamlities into
monstrosities. | | | _ B |
’Both pgrécnglﬂ:y and indiviﬁualitg; are greatly influenced by the

imagimtion, Imginaticn makes- personality glow if pfépe;flﬁf diﬁcted na‘né'

encouratea, and it mkes any person, chﬂ& or aduli:, more indiviﬁual

~ and crea{:im. trs,: I*‘isher counsels us not to i;hwari: and smnther

childish mgénations beoause small chiidren can. not distmguish reality

‘f'rozn img;.na(tion._l If a child cells a dog eg bear or tells his mother

that he ‘.has seen twenty frogs hanging by their tails to the barbs of

a wire, nothing which the moﬂier can say caﬁl convince him that he has

~ ‘only mgined these i;hings and that they are not really 80, y?arents :

often eall these imaginings 1ias &nd puniah ehildren fer reporting

them es fact. It is smgll wonder that teachers findpupi}g as vpid éf

imginatioxi and 'tliaﬁ the world is"ﬁxll ;:f peogldwitﬁou‘b orig.ina»iity.
A mather should nake her trainmg as democratic as reason and

jndgxneni; will‘ allox. m-s. Fisher says: 'the duty of a mother and teaeh-

or ‘19 to "stimule.ﬁe the child’s na‘!:ural desire to 1aarn.!z;‘ The ehild

is filled with curiosity v:hich unfolds with the ohild's own growth,

The busy, impatient mother often finds this curiesity annoying and

thus injures i;he child?s mental aleryness,. Every mother should be a

stimlus to her chiléren sand encourage  in them an iﬁterest in gaining

| knowledge.. "ghé mojbher's mind mﬁstibe alqrf; and ingenious to supplant

the child's mind ss it grows."

Tothore and Children, p. 32 ££.
2The Montessori E&am:al, P. 23.
S1bid., P 23. .
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ﬁrs. Pisher I‘iuds through her investigationa that a mother may stimulate
a child'n mental grawth by being democmtm in her attitude toward him,
She reoomends that every mat:her be a Casa dei Bam'bini teacher—-or
perhaps we should call her a guide--mkes it *har;po}.icy‘ ta disccvsr, '
'I;hek chilats neitﬁral-rcravingaran& ﬁeip i‘:hé,child'to' satisfy thém.,

_ Smnetiméé !ﬁhis :cral's.ring:ia for.action, againtit‘is for Imowledge. In
any ca.se, there are likely to be quesﬁions. To mestion is natural

for a healthy, «nomal child'and'every parent or teacher should appreciate
| ?e.md’z.'especf; the child enough to ‘hellp him, ‘Meny of these questions con-
sern tﬁe astioﬁs of adults and facts of everyday living--somothing
'bhs ehild needs to knw, ‘and hencs 'bhs hild'é questibns need %o be
‘ answereﬁ. Hrs. ?is’her commands us to answer them or if we cannot "go
hand in hand with the ohild to the source of 1nrorma1:ion.“1 A thumbed,
dog’s-eared encyslopsdia that . apens with a meek limpness an& 1ies flat
open at any paga with broken backed submission;" n2 is recommendsd to any
. fmnil --‘“a cortificate of honcr 'ho any parent."_s A demucratic mother
.will }.earn and be raaaonable wi‘bh her ghild and ';re reasonable izz hez'
dealings with him; iﬁ's, Fisher tel}.s‘ us that even a very- small child
 ean reascnsbout same things- and as freques:rbly as possible the mother
should make use of that ability. The reasoning parent can prewnt
manyn'bréaks. w:ﬁzh fhe. child and avoid many an act of disobedience.
; Mrs. ?isher says that &isobsdien;a usdéliy dates back to parents demand-

ing ”unxjgas_qx_m’.‘blg ‘things of their children; for instance, roquiring

T othors and Children, p, 67.
ZIbid.s P. 6.
31‘{31&‘.3 p. b5,




i;hat a small child should sit still for ﬁfteen minu-hes when every’ par‘b
of him -iseager for action. When we ask the impossible of a child he

does not min& becavse he cannne-thi.s is his first &isobedience. Mrs.
Fisherr_f&ls that if parerntfs tmaersmnd i;heir children the »ﬁ.rst dig=
obedience would not oceur., it the habi-& of ﬁisc‘beying has bean form—
-ed, even *bhen we should not mltiply,. o a i:hs occasions when o..ha mather's
will and the will of the child come into col‘lisiun~."1 Tho reasonable
ivaaran‘t secks causes and results that are pormanent and satisfactory.
4 Thus thé'inethod of training becomes positive, and positiﬁeﬁess aceords=
| ing to Mrs. Fisher vis the chisf requirement insuccassful’ child train-
ing. ‘ ‘ _

| Mtfs; Fisher belioves that ehildrén pass through ;:ertui'n Btéges |
- of develnpn-ent, Ae‘the folding, sev:ihg,f‘and cntting periocis.\ "During :
these per:lod& the child should follov his natural ben'b, being pamit'ﬁed
to cuﬁ, sew and i‘old as he wills. e % old articles are i‘nrnished fcr
this purpose it will satz.sfy the child. and save some of muhher's bast
linens, Locking up and moving all articles which he ~cou1d use only
:na»};es’ the mother a «ma%. deal of unnecessary work and mekes the cfxild
~irritable because he very much desires something he eannaﬁ have. Mrs.
Fisher suggests: | |
| Why not remove iﬁe teniétation' from them gositivelg; by giﬁ.ng
them plenty of papor and rages to cubt when they ere seen to

have scissors in their hands rather than negatively by
hanging the scissors out of their _reach!a

lﬁothera e.nd Children, Pe 160‘ '
Ibiﬂ., Ps 157.
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~ . The schools are not a whit more »deﬁ:ocratic in training the child
then are the parents. At the‘ére.séntftiﬁa; the schools"‘are ruled‘bjr'
staﬁdardizaticn, The rate of progreas made by each child is dotermined
by law, anﬁ in no instance is an allozmnce made fcr individml differences,
: kEvery child oi‘ the fifth’ grade zmst study reading, classics, geogre.phy,
English; hysiology,-aritmtic, smll.’mg and Writingv-tm brightar :
ch.t.lﬁ progressing no more rapidly than the dullest in the class. The
brigh‘!: boy who 1oa‘c.hea alass:wa and reading is 'fozfced thz‘ough%hem*‘beé
cause he mist take them, Te hear tho statemont made thot he meeds those
subjac{:s vhich he does not enjoy for disciplinets sake, Standardiza~
ﬁé‘; is 4n & larger part respomsible for the bright child's bad study
imﬁi"bs and Tlos:;;‘ of ‘interest; ﬁrs’. Eishei condemné our schools, from:

'I:he 'kindérgarésah' onward, ‘in that they crush out the child'as an in~

o divzdual and try to fashion him after their pattern of an idcal student.

Hrs. Fisher'a dei‘ense of i:ha lz.ti:le ane roomed country school- :
house ‘as an educational institution is snrprising in this age of. con=
scli&ated schools, - If they are to be saved, I&rs, }?isher's support is
‘bimelsr,- The Ii‘hﬂe'cm:grtzfy school=house is hardly in accsrd with‘big
cities, big business, and automobiles trb.vel'lﬁ.ngat eighty or one-
hmdred miles an. hour. Mrs.'Fi:shor; defends the rural schools in that
o they are democratic, They allow tho children :E‘raedom, space and air~-

" bub more then that, i:hé ‘children in thém escape the bherding necessary
‘4n large schools, Mrs. Fisher says:

"I am g,enuinely alarmad a‘bout the results (twenty—five

years i’ram nmr) if we go on massing children in hordes.l

1ge1f-Reliance, Editor's Introdéction, p. V.
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In her baok, Self-ﬁeliance, Iﬁrs. ?isher points out that the limitation
‘of the small rural school 18 its seanty equ:.pment.- She- feels that with
the 'z’xeao:.;eass'm'y= equipﬁsxif cotmtry schools Wou\ld:bé most efPficient, more so
'Bhnn our large cit:y schools. ‘ | |

ﬁrs. Elsher attrihui:as the ciecrease in our school numbers, what-—
vevér the ban of‘ cmnpulsary attendance is removed, to the undemoeratie |
methods of’cur sg:hoolsz

A large number of children quit school and go to work
beeanse Bchool is in‘holem‘ble to them.l

Scmetims grédes, érizeé, aﬁd varioﬁs meéhanical me'bhods to induce ,
ohiliren to si:udy arouse £ superficial and tenporary in‘beres*b, but
learning under such conditions is of mo permnent good, Mere mechanical
mesns cannot qorrect a fault in oﬁr educational system and give new

1life to a warped curiosity. Hrs, ‘:Fisherbsuggests democracy of the . |
eurriculum to sﬁpplant ‘siandardiza*biane Hor attitude is Hontessorian,
that is, the baacher's duty is (:o discuver and direci: ra‘bher than to
force and» amnpel. s, Eiaher considars tha{: our schools nead to teach
: 1ess and permit 'bha ohildren to learn more. Ve are trying to "leam
children rather than teach ‘chem.i Mrs.?ishsr'ahypcﬁhesis is, that

in order for the child %o loam, education mist be attractive, She
follaws Dr. Montessori im her belief that, »"cb,’g,ldren profer education
if given the proper conditions"@-~in other wcrda,; this means that

for a child to be interested in education he mst follow his own bent:

lmzy Stop learning, p. 201.
27he Hontessori ¥amal, p. 23,




He does noti hs ca:mo{: learn at a].l anything if he 'ia not:
i.nte"ested.

This would mean that the ohild study only those things which he liked
best; It is ha.rdly coneeivable 'I:hat anch a plan would Work out as
'effectiwly in real life as 5.1: seems it should. childrea form mental
pre;}udices about sartain studies which they will noi; like beoause
. they Imve derudad t:hat they will not, The :E'ac{'. th&t a child does not
care for geometry iardly Seems an adeéuate exouse for his nat trying to
get a knuwleﬂge of 1&:. An e&ucation 15 to tmin us for life—a purely
electiva course may nat dc that bu‘t; mmld in a}.l probability preézce

& badly spoﬂed ganaraticn. SRR L

In the Casa. dei Bambini, Hrs. Fisher pic‘auraa the idaal school,

I'!: is purely democra.tic. The maxim 'for thzs sehool is freeaom, space
and air, The children are pemi‘bted to rove at will to talk, ané o
select their own tasks. Mrs. Fisher accredits the diligent way in

, Lwhi.ch'i:hese 1ittle folk wr{rk to ‘!:.he demomﬁic'ﬁay in whﬁch they are

| taugh“b ifhe' Casa dei Bambini is besed upon the belief thats "ALL
grésvéh st csm ‘from the voluntary action of the child himself,"
It is hard for us, brought up under the present educationﬁl system of

; .&mérica to pub ‘much faith in Dr.*!*.-!ontessori's method.: i‘éz's.' Fisher.
., Bays that she fel‘c the same s}:eptio:.sm and cont:empi: but a personal in- ‘
vestigatiorz was sufficient to convince her that Dr. Montessorl had

establiahad a democratic child's schicol which was & SucCess, There

T, Hontessori Hother, p. 94.
27ho Hontessori Menual, p, 20.




1§ no supérvision or standardization in the Cases dei Bambini. MNrs,
Fisher does not approve 61‘ supervision becauses

e o o Supervision is meddling . . . one does a childa

real injury in correcting a mistake which, with a little

more tims and experience, he would have been able %o

correct for himself,l |
The Casa dei Mhi does not include in its procedure a formal
recitation, All recitation comes spontanecusly from the child.
Dr, HMontessori's apparatus is simple but is planned with purpose and
. forethought; each piece is to provoke expression, reasoning, and
mascular flexibility. The child assumss his own responsibility in tha-f;
hé assigns his own tasks; and heving chosen what he most desires to do,
he 1s usually bent upon reaching the conclusion. This sytem is madd

up of projects, "educational puzzles", ¥rs. Fisher calls vthem. The

| working out of these projects requires energy, ingenui‘i:y, and concen-
. tration. They necessitate a coordination of muscles and brain., The
apﬁaratus is adapted to the ohildt's mental, development and graduated
baccording to his rate of progress., The child choses the project which
he will work out. Irs, Fisher, after investigating Dr. Montessdﬁ's
method, feels that it is the ideal way to teach childrén. She has tried
to enconraga the ndoption of ﬁhe Montessori system, or one s:lmilarté
it in American homes end school systems. She finds in it the solutiom
for many of our educational difficulties in that 1% nakes alldwancei
‘ for the child's mtnral. endowment and rete of progress, "He will not

pay the least attention to anything that is not suitable to him."2

15 Hontessori Mother, p. 101.
2pthenacum, (lr. 1, 1913), p. 254.



o Second, it requires that the teacher or parent mtisfy 8 persistant and

steady desire for something because it iss

s o o the ixpression 61‘ some need and ought to be
satisfied.” ' :
Third, the attitude of the Case dei Bambini teacher is the proper
attitude for parents and teachers., She discovers and directs the
child's interests like an unseen hand:
She is only trying to find out what his patural interest
is, so that she many pounce upon it and utilize it for teach-
4ng him without his knowing it.2
Aqeoréing to Mrs. Fishert's testimony, the Casa dei Bambini is success-
ful in lfxolding the ohild's interest in spite of the continual movement

and talking (never loq‘d). The children develop hebits of concentra-

tion and mental poise. Although the Casa dei Bambini is not ideal, 1

' b‘:'.s ‘sﬁperior to most American schools, by reason of its quiet, order,
kspaoe and e‘ieanlinesa: the simple, complate and effeetiva aquipmem: 3

; and a‘bova all the democracy of the teaching methods. It ﬁzmishes a
strilking contrast to Americats system in which ehildren are saated for
saveral hours, at intermission bursting forth to éxpegad their pent-up
narvéns energy in vigorous play., Their tesks may be less homely

thzm those aséigned the children of the Casa dei Bambini, but they
are no more interesting and mch less péao‘biaa_l m' ‘hhcmghi: pruvokihg.

A third goal of education is tréinir;g the child to be self-

TAren’t you Glad you're Wot your Grandmother™, Good Hems.ekeeplng, IXXIV

(April, 1922), p. 168.
2. Montessori Nother, p. 98.
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reliént;"ThS‘ﬁurpdse of ednééfiénfis to enable us to better-living.
- Sel£~re1ianoa'is eSsenti#l for the’éduitvﬁp‘mSetAhis prdblems'with
roadiness and goad Judgment, bﬁés. Fisher émphasizes'th§t a self-
‘ rsliank adult devalcps from.a self-reliant child, éhildrenimﬁst be
given: opportunities to do-bhings for themselves: ﬁ
From the earliest year, modern children nced be set in

~ conditions in which they learn for themselves that last-

“ing satisfaction comeés from a wise employment of their
energies and ocapacities and not frqm & passiva owuership
of things.!

) childran mwed to naka their own ‘toys and antertain thamselvea,
such activity stimulates their creative genius and is far more fas-
cinating for them than a game of some kind brought homa fram'ths
store. Tha crudeneas of the toys in nO'wise lessens the child's
pleasufe in th@m. Ready mads articles kill ths initiattve. Imagina»
tiva resourcefulness is valuable to both children and adults. Small
labors abeut the hame as well as making their own toys develop resource-
fulneag.v Thera are many small tasks whioh ohildren can do and<find
pleasure in doingz kneping their tows ~gathered up, answaing the tela-
phane, and even mending their own clothes--although thay may not be
done as neatly as the mother might desire, Mrs._FishQrAadvises the
,1mpgtientAmqther to keep hgngs:off.” She s#ys: : o

' If anyone in charge of little chuaréﬁ can scaiire the
habit of invariable and disinterested inguiry into the

intentions of small people, the rest almost follows of
itself. As a rule the child's intentions are good and

: ISelf-Reliance; P. 10,
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all that remains to bo done is to help the tots carry them
cut in a way that will not be too troublesoms to the family.

Many mothers close all ways of aotivity i’ar the child:

If you will spend one day in watching a healthy child
- of eighteen or twenty months you will come to the
" conclusion that he is straining every nerve to learn
~ how to "do for himself"” and his mother is straining
‘every nerve to prevent him, except in certain ways now
stereotyped.? -
The child learns by doing. His first efforts may not be successful;
until he asks for help ho needs nane.' Mrs. Fisher points out that the
adult's ways eve not alwayes the child's wgys. She advocates giving
the child responsibility: "R;es?ona’ibili*by,-r—t}mré is the magic koy -
o the door we are trying to open to our children,"s -

Both parents and teachers are responsible for making se1f~
reliant men and women of children. They should remember that "there
48 no beginning for the habit of self help than the cmsistant train-
ing’ of the capacity for it 4 |

Mrs. Fisher gives two reasons why this rule should be kept
in mind. 1. "Emotion which finds no outlet in action is umvholesame -
end delibitating;"d and 2. "Suppressed desires (by external forces)
are dangerous festors in humen '11793,"5 Mrs, Pisher would like to

see self-reliance receive greater emphasis in both school and home

Tge1p-re liance, p. 17,
2_I_b;§,_§.,' p. 19.

3self Reliance, p. 41.
“mid., p. 25.

51bid., pe 102,
smid.." p. 102’ . P

. :
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training, as in the Casa doi Bambini. Here the children are given
pmctiea.‘l s »purpaseful problems by means of which ﬁhey;;,_“ . '« » loarn
how to go deftly through all the ordinary operations of daily 1ife,"
Their hands, and minds ars clcsely eoordim-bed with 11vin°. In only
a few instances has this 'been done in our school system, the most
ne‘ha’ble‘ of which is the Park School.z In this school evary chil& has
hia ha’bby to whieh he davotas himself like a slave,, The success of
this school 13 a proof oi‘ ﬁ!ra. Fisher's educatioml pudding—-demooratic
' edncation. “ i'he purpose of the school is i:o educate the child for life;'
'l:o use his faonlties in meet:in si.tuations. ‘ ‘

¥rs, Fi_shar'a : discussions prfaskan‘t: self~-reliance lzirgely«from .
‘-bhe ﬁdther!p point of view, ‘rgtﬁer thz.m‘_;of thetaachez". Hothers and

' ,‘ 'ehildx'-en and-- The »l{ion{:essori Mofher are addfesaad ‘Eo the mother} also for |

the moat. pnrt, Self Rel.ianee returns to the hame,

; A fuurth problem of our educational system is to train chil&ren

| ta 'be industrieus. k mothar who ralisﬁres the child of. ell respmsi.bvility
does the child a greai: injurys she eneouragaé him to be ihddllen"h‘ end
lpsaahnk aﬁéortunity to de%él&p!éélf‘_-relian‘ce.” Se}f—reliame and .
induvstry a.re.x.xvnsepafrab‘le. | In;iustr& may be encouraged in children by
allm;r.’mg them to do the reasonable things whs.ch théy desire li:,c do and
also by uasigning them sma.ll tasks about the home. If the parenfs

are reasom‘ble and tactful in giving children samathing to do thay

will do it with alacrity. The most striking feaimre o£’ the Case dei

Bambini is the industrious way in which the children workmthey work

15 mMontessori Mother, p. 146. | |
Z5e1f-Reliance, p., 108 ff, This school is located in Boston, Mass.
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bacauae they endoy 1t. :
The adult f‘orms a Iarge star in tha child's world. He is guide
and pattern, and 'hadetemines the child's attitude toward life:
 The c¢hild is a traveller in a strange and wonderful
- country taking in through every flexible, new serse a
thousand fresh impressions of the great adventure of
life ‘and formulating more and more clearly with every
day's advance into the new country what shall be his
attitude toward it,l
Again Hrs. Fisher speaks of the importance of our duty as adults to
childrens | | | ‘
What we are called upon to (8o is to) help each plant,
‘each child into the most porfect speciman possible of

that creature to which he belongs and mi: i:ry to turn
hin into another type.e

_ 8. Bducation of the Youth

The prcblem of youi:h during high school and college days are
‘.largely social and intellectual, fThese ‘imvert,heir origin back in
}:indezjgart;en and the elementary seha:él,: wi.th a greater empmsis uﬁon ‘
,Aaocial 1ife as the | youtﬁ developa a c:anple'cé sééial oonscicus‘nsss. 7
,The youth who has noi; been i:aughf; industry aud self-reliance ﬁuring
his granmer schocl days will never d&velop them., The st,tnt_ed porson=
elities will result in stinte& lives, If ‘I:he early homs ‘bra_ining

'h‘as been undechratic the children wi}.l also be undemocratic, Those

Lothers and Children, p. 219.
21bid., p. 179,




children who have not been allawed to develop self-reliance cannot
mako great soclal nor intellectmal progress. - The high school age is
the most ‘impressiomble period of a child's life, with: -
The hard, protective husk of his 1little boyhood. . . sro _
“newly sloughed off, that his adolescence had as yot re-
~ceived soarcely a mark upon its freshness of impression.
“Ready now, responsive with an upward quiver to o whole
range of experience to which he had been blind and deaf
- before; « « « catching up from the chance materials about
_ hin the stuff with which to construct his new vorld,l
- Mrs. Fisher is espeqiglly interested in #he ‘intellectual growth
of the youth. Shd sees in it a means of social and phyéical progress,
Hor investigations prove that instead of enriching the youth's cur-
: iosity we make him stoical. Qur educational system does not allow
suffioient time for original thinking snd activity. MNrs, Fishor says -
that Neale Crittenden learned: "to acquire and pigeon-hole informa-
tion and a psri’ect‘dnmant’,personazity“.z One great trouble with
our"eagcaeibz‘x'is ﬁhe "Hadley" ldeals
» f o v grinding and polishing wheels of that v.vell
" appointed educational mill at work on the corners of
[the students] individuality, bent on turning out the
©- - Pifty young seniors smooth and identieal, the perfec-
_ tion of the Hadley ’(:ype 5
- Qur educational system is ‘am goose stuffing prei‘omanoe.
Such an overdose of what someone elso thinks permits the child to have

few opinions of his own and he soon devéiéps mental fatigue and

1Rough-ﬂevm, P. 102.
2I‘bid05 P. 87. ; . »’
Smid., p. 114,
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languor, Neale came away from his last examination as stale and worth-
less as an overworked colt."! Neale never escaped the study habits
formed at Hadley and he is no exception to the rule. Any boy like
Neale, would cast aside & Rollins® Ancient H:latory or any other school
toxt as soon as he discovers its 1dentity.

Mrs, Fiaher laments the fact that learning is a fninor considera~-

tion among our college youths, In contrasting them with edults she

sayssg

They [adults] have in real life learned the value of
study as lamentably our co}.lege studonts have not dome .S

She speaks of college students'! brains as "soft, assisted, and pauss:i:ste."‘Q

The picture which Sylvia Marshall had of the true student is a common

ones

The grinds, the gper girls who wore their hair straight
back from their foreheads, who invarlably carried Phi
Beta Kappa, whose skirts hung badly, whose shoe heels
turned over as they walked, who stood first in their
classes, whose belts made a practice of revealing large,
white safety pins; and whose hats even dissoclated from
their dowdy wearers and hanging in the floak room were
of almost British ecoentrieity.s

With such a ghost as this in the scholarly girlts closet we
canmmot wonder that it does not appeal to the average girl, Sylvia

found that these ghosts are largely traditional. She herself joined

Ibidu p. 119,
Ibid.. pPp. 124, 125. "With a true Hadley horror for learning anything
out of school hours he slammed it shut,”
Suhy Stop learning?, p. 202.
41bid., p. 202,
5Ibid., p. 202
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their ranks and found life as sgtisfying as the ub-bubbings of social
life. ‘
The college studentts greatest problems are ‘aoci‘a‘l. | Mrs. Fisher
is very.frank in her oriticism of the coliege social life, Being a
mature woman she no doubt sees it in a different light from the girl
in ‘bhe midst of it. She condemns sororities and fraternities for their
standards: indney, servants, and fashionable parents. Their original
purpose‘was 4o establish a homogeneocus group btut Mrs. Fisher oriticizes
them in the..t they only owr-étimulate the social life of é. few and
add to the bitberness of the isolated omes. They enly add
PP to‘the bewiid«aring plethora of sociai 1ife of those

already having too much and adding sting to the solitude
and ostracism of thoee who have nome,l

Hrs, Fisher presents a great deal of her oriticism of college life

through Sylvia Marshall of The Bent Twig. Sylvia wonders why she 1s
ziot elected to a sorority, being neither a freak nor a grind and
Imowing she is attractive both in person and dress, She did not
realize that her countrified ways were responsible for her os tracism.2
The authorts chief denunciation of collége social life is that it is
znaemocraﬁic end artificial, It is stereotyped and narrow rather |
than promotes 11fe. It tends o sophisticate youth, HNeale

Crittenden learned:

iThe Bent Twig, p. 149.
2Ybid., p. 147 ££.




“a'e o to play poker, to drink more beer than he wanted;
go keep a pipe going without burning his mouth; to learn

" where to go for chop suey; to sniff at a cigar and look
wise before he bought it; to pretend to like coctails
dry although as a matter of fact he did not lilke them at
all; he learned to rattde off a line of bright, elangy,

. compliments at college dances and frat toas, and to take

- & flashler line with chipplies at dance halls, he added to .
his store of smutty storieés ., , ., the chapter thought well
of him and he thought better of himself,l

" Physical education 15 closely related to the sosial end  '
‘intellectual education. It has’baen least affected by formal and
tx’aditiun&l regulations. Youth has taken up 'bha sponsarship of
physical adnoatien and as lnng as they retain it there will be no
' question of physical edmation succee&ing. | _

 Mrs. »Fisher fesls i:hat athletm success for bays ia équal

fa aediai suceess for girls.. Without qnesvtiqn success in physieal
qonﬁests lenéa social prestige:

:ﬁﬁee.‘le f’ounri himse If entitled to wear the "Varsity stripe”

and monogram. - This gave him a certain pnsition in his
c‘xlass. ‘He wes somehady.z :

Athletic training has an ethical value and strengthens character,
. 3t Is & part of our edzmatian for life since athletics devslop courage,
self~mastery, self-reliance, good sportsmanship and coordinates

mscular action with brain action. It was Neale Crittenden®s custom:

| 1Rou§h- Hown, pp. 229-30,
3:51&., P. 228,
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e e « Do matter to what outbreaks of emotion his ex-
“hausted body and overworked nerves might give way to
.in the dressing room, to walk out of it with his Jaw
set, his face Impassive and never let an enemy rooter

see a tear in his eye, It was by no means the educa-
tion in the humanities and liberal arts which the '

- University was supposed to provide him, but an educa-
tion of its kind it certainly was.l

. ¥rs. Fisher's educational discussions prove that she feels
our present educatiomnl system & bad one, They yearly unlock grim
doors spewing forth youths %o meet a life f‘or which they are unpre-
parod,? "If the pudding is at all proved by the- eating”, 3 we have
failed to encourage growth among our youth; we have ‘succeeded in
stinting many personalities, mr—in’dulging a Lew, creating an
undemacratie society, and ¥illed intellectunl hunger and creative
genius. Mrs. Fisher*s own words:

| . .' .‘ﬁ'vthe pudding is at all proved by the eating

~our schools seem to knock on the head all intellectunal
curiosity so that commencement day is hailed with a

-wheop of Joy as the date on which the process of learning
can come to & dead and eternal halt, OQur college graduates

-we begin to compldin, use their diplomas as weapons with

which to defend themselves against the assults of more
educetion, Thoy have their education.d '

4. Bauostion of the Adult

¥rs. Fisher wventures into all fieclds of education, even that of
‘the adult, This is a new and scarcely touched field, Mrs. Fisher

finds in eda;pé.tipnr the only means of human growth. She says:

lﬁough-ﬁewn. Pe 2270
Z1bid., p. 9%.
Swhy Stop learning, p. 9.

4Ib1d. > po 9.




I have always had in the back of my mind the probl«am ef
educating everybody.l
Adult eaueation comes as 9. post-wa‘r aci:ivity. !l‘his' ﬁ.eld is the
broadest and most difficul'{; to comprehend, it includes social,
pali’cical ethical, eoonomia, dcmastic, hyaica.l. aesthetic and all

other pheses ‘of education needsd in 1iving, Mrs. Fisher adds a |

stimulus te every adult ¢o keep growing: in her book entitied %"i’&

waming?
“‘She ccntends that mass educatim is neeessary. - However, the
pmblema of o'b‘baining i‘b are mcmentous. It will requirs mach
- time and great courage: =
We seoe opening before us ‘a whole new ‘conception of what

. sducation must be, daunting, discouragingé. difficult, « +
infinitely insp;ring tq courageuus souls. '

’me adult needs an sducation snd desires it. ‘I'Iie ~aﬁthor con~
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/
sidera hi.m more worthy oi’ an education than ymzth 'bec:msa they realize

the value of‘ Btudy and study with 1n‘bersst and purpose:

o s o @verybody knows that the only material which
. can be shaped by real educition is a grown-up
personality . . . all that can be done with youth is
to get it started toward self-education with the right
tools dn its hands and the right habits in its head
- {and that is quite hard enough an undertakingl)
We have been meking as false pretenses as any thimble-
' understand that they can "get an education” in our
schools, Schools, even the best schools, can only give
. them schooling. Education must be mixed and seasoned
. with life--expericnce, which is the omne element no school
oan give and no young person can hava.5 ‘

1Ibid.. Foreword, p. Vii.
2 {ﬁ., Foreword, P. Ix.

3Ibid., P. 8.
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- Mrs. Pisher traces the history of adult eduwcation. In the past
adults have learned almost entirely in the school of experisnce. Henry
Ford says: "The greatest -'!:z'oi:bls with the school of experience is that
" the course is so long that the graduates are toc '01& to go tc:work.gl
¥rs, Pisher points out that the shortened wor'king day has awakoned in
adults a desire for further education. They have begun to realize that
experience is not sufficient training for lifes | |

Routine and habit as equipment for the many may have been

‘enough to run a non-industrialized society, organized .

along netural lines; but they are far from sufficient for

our dangerously complicated, all too delicately adjustod

modern orgenization,2

The amsemnt oraze is related to this inwarﬁ craving; fox' some=
thiz‘g,‘ betteer. This eraving resulta f‘ram an’ emp‘biness brought. to
realizaﬁon thrmgh hours of leisure and a hope to find its sa:his-
faction in mere: amusemen%.

mllicﬁs of Imman iivas and human minds have Sa new blank

emptiness which only a few in the race ever encowntered

befcre.3 :

‘ ?he awareness of ‘-his btmver has been mpid in prcportion to
the rapid eccmomia vdevelomen‘b. It h&s led to a chanenge to our
eivikzation and we are we ighed in 't:he balances and found uanting.
The aduli;ls desire for an educatiun has heen 50 sudden ‘Lhe.t wo are

unprapared Lo meet it.

Imia., p. 37. -
2Why Stop learning?, p. 38.
31pid., p. 293. -
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Mrs ., Fisher mentiong various aétempts (not nearly all) to meet this -
issue, and i:he problems arcused by these attempts., The first effort was
the library movement which throughout its history until now has struggled
to moet the need, At first the ylibrarias were filled with philosophicai
and theological treatises which did not interest the majority of adults,
since they were not suited to the average interest. Even after #uita‘ble
books were added the librarian felt i:t her duty to protect the books
rather than to get them into c¢irculation. As the Iibmry movement grew it
came to yield more and more to public opinion and as a result our libraries |
today are filled with light fiection--thus limiting the scope of readers
end narrowing the public mind., We may excuse the librarisns smnewhat on
the grounds that no very sultable books have been vzritten. The kind we |
need, as explained by Mrs. Fishér, vare those giving clear, siﬁple dis~-
cussions upon political, sacial; cultural, economic, domestic and voca-
tional subjects. The few books of this kind which have been included in
our libraries are too technical snd uncomprehensible for the Qvemge adult,
Slosson's investigations have revealed that not one such book on physies
has been written.l Dr. Slosson hﬁs given us several rather simple dis-
cussions of certain flelds of chemistry but even they are abéve the mind
of tfze average person, | , |

Another difficulty of the libraries of America is the fact thab
their books are not accessible to all of her people., Libraries have
been universélly established in England,,an;i also in that new little

country~~Czecho~Slovakia, In Amerieca publiec libraries are only available

]Why Stop Iearning_‘g_, Pe 70,
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to forty-four per cent of its population.l" Moreover, the common family
library does not make up for this defieienéy. Home libraries on the
averé.gé, are made up of a fow Christmes-novels and the childrenls'textbooks.k

| Another attempt to promote adult education wa's' made by the woman's |
clubs; Thay met a legion of troubles because of opp&s_ition of the male
sex; their ignorance of ;‘businesks methodss and a lack of funds. The women
were inexperienced organizers and followed many blind ﬁbileys.‘ “The gréat? :
est problem with them was a desire for something but inabllity to analyze
it. The mewnbers of the clubs were so eager to get in touch with the
world's culture that they sacrificed originality, dexﬁocraey, and even
raasonableﬁesg in atmining it, Théy studied groups of stereotyped sub-
jects for which they had no background. Mrs. Fisher points to progressive
steps they have made and finds in them a hopeful promise for adult educa=-
tion. She hopes our women's clubs will be awalkened to the need for creative
democratic work. |

Along with the libraries and women's clubs appeared the Lyceums
‘and chautaﬁquas, These organizations reached many people who had no
contacts with the outside world and who clutched at them eagerly as a step
: tdward culture énd sore thing better. M.;cs.. Fisher with her figures at
hand says: |
The 6hau1;auquas and the Lyceums combined must reach

easily one tenth of our adult population otherwise scarce-
ly reached at all.? ~

Iyny stop Learning?, p. 70.
21bid., p. 162.




Theae organim%ibnﬁ took advantage of people's confidence in them and
1§psed into what Mrs, Fisher cails "an era of frightfulmgs";, - People
8till trusting, continued to pai:ronize‘them.‘ Hrs. “Fis}sar' finds therein a
proof of her belief ‘that ‘adults desire en education, She says that the’
chautauqua's "era of frightfulness” | | |

- .V’,. proved the existence of an unsuspected number of

Americans who were wil}.iug to pay maney for i;l'a chance

to learn something.4 .

The greatas‘c response to the call f‘or adﬂlt educatian is the
cérmspon&ence schools, If the I:ycaums and chautauquas proved the wi.ll-
1ngness of Americans to pay their money for a chanee to Jearn smaizhing
haw nmch more 1m:dly do the vasf: sums apent in correspondenoe work speak.
Mrg. Fisher tolls us the:h $70,000,0BO are now spent thus zmnually. She

also says that this sum is equal to fonfteen state school budgets added

together.z, According to the ﬁgures given in Why Stop Learning:(_ the en~-
rollment in correepondance scheols has reached the 2,000 000 mark whioh
13 four times the number enrolled in collegea, universities » and profession-—

al schools }

lrs, Fisher gi.ves us & glimpse into the orgamzation of
somo of these so;galled correspondence sghools. A man, his wife and hired
man Vcan run such a school éven thdﬁgh the latter two cannot read or
write. All that is neeessary to establish such 2 school is to f:lle with
the county clerk of soms s‘be.be official your intentions of' hecoming a
eollege and conferring degrees. Two thousand peop_la are being duped in

this way annually.

Ighy Stop Learning?, p. 27,
zIbid.g P- 51/ ‘ ’
3Ivid., p. 52.
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When two miilion gro;ém ypebpléi in this country a.re lookingi‘ar
somothing they need, paying their money for a chance to find
‘it, fsntt it about time that some effort is made to protesct
them from sharpers and to give some aid and encouragement o
4o the far-sighted, original minded educators.in ths new field
who have sprung up f:o mea_et the'ne?: need honesf;ly gndk efi’iciently‘:;
The mly way this heartless duping can be chaekad is thmugh the
newspapers and magazines.. If schools wculd prove i:he.tr honesty by
‘publishing themselves, péoz;le would Imow whom to trust; a.nd magazinea
might teke anwin'beregt' in honest sghools; keeping, all disﬁdﬁast schools
fxfomadmr{:i'sing » and recommending that certein sqﬁools give valué receiv-
edsl ‘ - ‘
| ‘ "‘Era._ Fishér considers that the University Extension Degarhnent'
représents the most warthy effort which has arisen to meet the dénand
for sdult education. As & paft'éf‘ tm'university it is sustained by
tax-payers and g‘iv‘en free to those ﬁho ask., Although Urs. Fisher seems o
think our Universities 9.11 wrong, she seems to cnnsider the Extemion
Department e good part of a bad system, It is superior to the University
itself, in that.it is more democratic and is offered to an ulﬁer more
_ seriocus group- of i)eopla; . This department has been established through
é. gré#t"coéf ‘in labor, brains and money. It wag established to pro:nots
the cause of mass education. Any of its faults are no doubt due to
inma.turity. What 11: needs nov is our adwrtising and suppért.
The very fact that adult aducation is voluntary mal:es it a problem
because of- (1) the Aadult's sensitiveness, and (2) the difficulty in

inducing edults to "stick" to the work,

%’ihy Stop Iéaming?, Pe 33
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Adults are very sensitive to -criﬁeisﬁ, especially of some enterprise
which they are undertaking with which most young ‘psople éﬁre familier,
Critieism from young poople tends to intimidatev ;6u1t8~ making them feel
awﬁar&, -stupid and conspicuous. ‘This gelf-consciousness mekes it doubly
‘hard for an adult to learn. WMrs, Fisher éives hin a mexim to remember:

Ho matter who he is, how export or finished and elegant

in enother line, the learmer of something new is always &
aarrylsight to the eye experienced and finished in that

line.
- Getting an adult te undertake some study is d.*.;fficnlt,, but getting
him to "stick to it" is greater. The adults' brain has grown sluggish
frofi disuse, He has lost his habif;s of concentration and a’pplication.y
It is very easy for people to let making & living sap all of their vitality;
and since education is not so imperative, it is put off, cast aside for
the more pressing things, Proerastination, dread, neglect, death-~this
1s the life history of many an adult's educational enterprise, Looking
again at Mrs, Fishert's figures we f:‘md‘ that two-thirds of ’i:ha édults who
take up educational work drop it.2 Ninsty per cent of those who em'oil-

.for correspondence courses drop them.°

In the course given by the
Banking Assooiation, the mortality is léss, but even here only sixty-eight
per eént complete their work.4 |

Mrs, Fisher shows us with what success educational anterpriaevs have

met. The Banking Association's training developed a new morale among

lymy stop Learning?, p. 116,
21bid., p. 193.
3Ibid., p. 194.
41bid., p. 194.
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its workmwen., All did better work whether they completed the course or
not., One of the most successful efforts at adult edjucati‘:on,j é.ccarding to
¥rs, Fisher, is the attempt to educate the factory gir}.s at Bryn Mawr,
Thege girls &tsponded in an amazing way. One of the Bryn Mawr professérs:
says:

~After standing up for eight months before the samolent

daughters of the plutoeracy it is like a breath of

fresh air to come here and be challenged on economic -

theory by s garment worker.l

The greatest problem in cultural education of the masses is the
opposition of the aristooracy. They contend that mass eduwcation will
spoil the best instsad of establishing a universal enjoyment of it.
Mrs, Fisher points out that the aristocracy is proud of its culbure and
very reluctant to relinguish its monoply. The eristoorats contend that

Appreciation of art is always confined to a minority--why

try to force it upon the masses?? .

Hrs, Fishor responds that culture need not be forced upon the
:masses, but it should be obtainable for those who desire it regardless
of their social standing. The aristocracy of the cultured few has
blinded them to the values of democracy.

They do not see that the full appreoiation of any of the

finest things of life is always confired to a minority,

that democracy does not deny that axiom, but is trying

for the first tims, to find that minority, and not limit
4t more than nature has done.* '

Yihy Stop Learning, p. 208.
2Ibid., De 256.

Stbid., p. 256.




Apain ghe ﬁayasv

Only a minority of mankind will ever be as interested in
- .self-education as in mrders. All that can be hoped for

is to {ind all the minority there is, and give it what it
- meeds, ™ R T :

lrs. Fisher contrasts the sp:‘réadv of Amerioan enlture with ﬂ’nt of

Denmrk. She. travelled in Denmark and haa studied Damsh education at

first hand, 8o that sha knows whareof ghe speaka when she sayss '

Anybody who has ever seen a Danish farmhand knows that he
does not seem any more promising material for-cultural
life than any other working man and yet Denmark has. opened

- a door to him and he gas_walked through it. In our country
no such door is open. :

Ve have only libré.riea for the bookish few, -The Danes have

» o » the golden, human incredible intention of teaching
-people how to get more civilized enjoyment out of everyday .

life, how to get acquainted . , .[with[the best which has
been thoxght and said, [hor toavoid] ., . . the avidity

of life in which musie, and art snd literature have no

familiar deily place,.®

One quastitm. which is uppemoat not; only in the minds of the

aristocracy 'but also in the minds of the aﬁucators is.

. ... Are the masses, ordinary falkﬂ, the general public worth .
serving? Are they material on which to form a lasting and
desireble society or will they resist all that can be done
for them by the most devoted care, and in the end drag down

10 a2 brute lavel or worse than mediocrity any society which
tries to fit itself to them?®

Tihy Stop ..earning;__, P. 256.
: 3Ibid.. P. 248,

3zbm., Pb. 264 and 265,

| 41&&.. po. 78 and 73.




lirs, Fisher®s conclusion is that we need not égar ﬁha%lméss %@gcéﬁian will
go wrong. She fosls that it is every individual's privilege and duty to
use his talents, and if all enjoy good iitar;tufe.‘ébbd‘;§£;:ér'€ny
oultural thing they'should all be permitted to 1ndu1ge~that.eaate and
not be compalled to see them confined to a few selfish 1ndividuals. The
right of a anlbural eﬂucatian is evaty man's natural endowmant. Ers;
Fishsr sees no cause for worry'abuut the paasing of a cultural aristocraoy.
She saysi

"I believe in an aristocracy of brains and taste superior

to other humans in degree but not in kind.l
- She believes in a'naturé'determinea,ariseaé:acyvrathé; thgn‘bga dgterﬁinéd
_by>mgney,ﬂinheri&anee‘ar-gnciai ﬁrestigeg B : ‘

Mrs, Pisher favors demooratic ﬁass,éduéation.,,Theia&uit is "the
material that will repay the greater 6n§1gy,af’mongy;and’ihte}ligence’to
 give it what it noods in the way of teaching.” Z She says further thab
The ‘dnll-minded, the slow minded, those whom it would
be a'waste to try to educate farthsr, settle down here to
stay like dry leaves blown in a holleow, But this is the
point when in the case of the energetic and purposeful
begins a vnluntary search for more training.3

(4mass eduoation is easantial for dOmestic, national, and even,internaticnal
N happiﬁess. Hirs. Fisher Qﬁctea‘frdm.m. Balliol: |
’Aduit education is a permanent mational necessity, an

unseparabla aspect of citizenship, and therefore should
- be both universal and 1ife—10ng. ’

Iy Stop-Leaminﬁ, p. 149,
21bid., p. 202,

3xb1d.. P. 262.

41b1d., p. 275.




THerefore
We must go on learning, or perish; and in perishing bring
. down the whole complicated structure about our ears, ‘

This is ﬁrs. Fisherts’ challenge "ﬂhy Stop Laaming?" Why be a
stupid "‘back—num’ber“ and let every ‘bird of passage dupe us into paying
our good monsy for nothing? Why go to sleep begause we are cut of school?
It is far more essential that we be awake in 1life than at school bgcénse
the problems are far more numerous and complicated. Sehooling is only
schooling, we are not truly educated until it $s seasoned with life.
Mrs. Fisher says it is time to awaken from our adult sluvgighneas.
Living xxmst be whole heartedly from birth omwerd until death. o
adult can afford to go to sleep. In m-kure 1ife \,@étéf meet mqht of our
problems and need to grow; and people are Seginning to feel this,

| A11 over the cmmtry people . . . are learning that children
do not enjoy expensive toys as much as the opportunity for
- free coreative effort, I wonder when it will occur to them
that the same thing is. true of everybody; and that shiny too
~ costly automobiles end shaggy fur coats and perhaps even
sacred open plumbing are futile and expensive toys which

. eannot consolte grown-ups for the lack of more important
elements in 1ife.?

These mors 1mportan{: elements in life come fhroizgh education,

TWhy Stop Learning?, ps 275.
2Ibid,, pp. 141 & 142,




Chapter VI
Mrs. Fisher®s Gospel of the Well-ﬁeunded Life

Mrs. Fisher®s isolation from the city and her olose cantaet with
simple, rustic folk heve varmed and kept alive a frash, responsi.ve in—
‘torest in people, She is Ikind and sympathetic to all, especially
~ children. The Dial, for October, 1927, spealks of the warmth and
penetration, the vitality and charm, with which she treats them. She
comprehends thé instability of the child®s mind. MNrs. Fisher is é.lwaya
interested in "just folks", regardless of color or nationality. EHer
iﬁternatiunal education has made her kindly and tolerant of all peoples.
She has an imtimate knowledge ’cf the lives, treadth, interests and philo-
sophies of many peoples. |

Being bora the daughter of an educator and without doui:t 1nf1ue¥:ged
by her father, Mrs. Fishér has become a true educator. She believes in
education with all her heart, the education of everybody. MNrs. Fisherts
spirit is the spirit of progress and growth, Her dootrine is a dostrine-
of growth and efficiency~-officiency in utilizing mn's talents o the
best qfuhis ability. She oppc;ééé' those things ‘opposed to growth--
culturally, mentally, socially, physically, or spiritually, She upholds
growth in that it means greater happiness and a higher plane of living--
and to Mrs, Fisher, full yholeheartéd living is the greatest aim of | |

mankind, Mrs. Fisher desirss to make that living -‘bhe richest possible,
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Bor plan of battermanf; is to attack the pro‘blems oppesing social progress:
the problems of parents; their relations to ome another, to their children,
,ga thair home, and to the community at 1arge. She is intereated in keaying
" the hnme together and making its pasaage safe, 1In her novels the story is
often h'urrie& in some prablem; and at times she uses 0dd measuras to bring
about the desired end, but she is capable of mnoh centriving

Just as one of Sménett's heroes, Penegrin'e Pickle, says, '

ponegrinates through one thousand pickles, so Miss Canfisld

(¥rs. Fisher) can convey Sylvia through a perfect Odyssey of

possibilities--only whereas Smollett has merely to allow

his imagination to play about the recollection:of the violent

practical jokes delightful to the eighteenth century., Miss

Canfield has 0 conceive the possible blind alleys in an

easy, luxuriant life today,1

The same thing might be truly said of any number of Mrs. Fisher's
characters other than Sylvia, or M¥ary Bascome, for instance, lirs. Fisher
_ desls with practical issues. She probes into economic difficulties,
educationsl problems and the disturbances of the home, Her purpose is
to awaken us.to the great problems of the day and point out the con-
clusion vhich she feels is right and reasonable. She encourages hard,
healthy, honest growth, ' She desires physical, intellectual and cultural
progress for everyone,

¥rs. Pisher is a true ;:a.trio’c, a real preacher of democracy. She
horself is democratic to the core., She advocates é. reasonable democracy

:'m eéucation, in the home, and 1n our ralations with one anothar. She

revolts at the tyranny of our schools over the plastic minds of the

lEaward E. Bale, Dial, LIX, (Dec. 23, 1915), p. 616.



child; the soeclal tyranny of the moneyed students over the poor; and the
duping of the ignorant by the clever. MNrs. mgr has investigated,
studied, thought and preached democracy; by whish, however, she does not
mean $llegitimate liberty. Shé wéﬁlﬂ éi;olish our haughty aristocrac‘y

| allowing nature to determine ~the»"supariaz;‘m58'. She &siréa the right
of nniversal en:joynﬁnb cf : cultural things. Abm all, she advocates
letting men determine his own yesition 1n life withaui: {:raditioml or
antside interi'erence. She upholds the righta of the indivic’mal.

’/ » &k‘s. Fisher has been disaiple, ravalter, mfomar, and pro;}het »
in turn.. She shcms a shrewd ,grasp of aoeia.l pro'blems and the principles
undarlying -hhem. She has pittea }ar 1nte llect against tha pro’b},ema
. of hunan soeiety.. She has dug, pushed, and beokonad us on toward a

gaal of the greatest satiafaction in living.
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