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Preface 

. . 

Eduardo Jlarquina ie a _contaporary Spanish poet'!',

dramatist who·,. works inol~de a. aum'bez- of plays which. 

deal. with some of_the-moat stirring pad.ode of_Spanish 

'11atory ~ 

In th1a -.,tudy.~ the writer haa· endeavo~ed to dJ.a: 

COYer how_ closely Marquina has adhered to actual~t7 in 

hiil.biato~ica1 *UIU; ·seYeD typical worke hay.-1,een 

examined. to determine. the extent of" 1.he author'• dad.a~ 

tio~ f~om reality in preaent.ing events; as n11 u in 
portraying the char&ctera of the pe ... ougea with 'l'ht>II he 

is eon~erned! 
. . . . 

M~ attempt bu been madtt to e,raluate these works 

u ponl7; Attention bu been centerecl ~biefly upon 

their historical aspects. 
' . , . . ' . . l 

Tbe yeey kind asaiatance ot Proteaaora Arthur L. 

Owen a114 Josi Karia de Oama la gratefully acknowledged 

by the writer. _ 

i 



Introduction 

'.

Spanlah poetic theatre, u. nii uhaV$.ng·'1rlt;teit.~m1er•11 
• ~ ' • ••' • , •.•' ' / 'I~.· f .. i. .': :. .

ode•• acl~guuand~~  national ·,~etey_.. He-~~,i,t b,,.

:ssru10Da. ta 1s,t,. atudiod tor a timewith the~Jea":i~s .antl
I • J

0 att~~~d· the;uatveralty· 1nBuceloaa~ ~t aiinot :~~let,• 
the co~rae in wbieh ,he.-~~·:e~1l~·t i Ha .had tr~vel:iefl· wtdely• 

• t, I~ I•:~. - ,,., ·;J• ,.,I 1>~ ,_., . .,f.:., ~ ~ '.'(1_',1 ,•r. >• .: .~.·: .·.i\ 

veriou11· . of his: poems· publiehN tn ·. 1'Lahblltd.da.d•, ·the ttrat 
f ~''~ l 01 •• / I I:~ ~ ,: t;'. ~ • ~ '·') .',•,.·. . . .' "l ' ' l I~ ' • f 1. .. .

work of. importance being th• Odaa, ,appearing irt 1900, follond . 
.'•,',,.',,i·,i•j'~','.''I :.. . • ' ,' .'':• • I  '  , • ·/, ,•/ ;.1 i, .'. ,,,'I ' '.j;.

, by_ · &;logo . in .1902. These ~rke were modernistic in .etyle, 
;__ ~ t ,' ;i,'· ::.I /..,, , . ' : I . ' .•· .! ' '··, • .'' .'. ~ • • ', • ' !' ; i 1,I: '.' ~ ! >. •'.\I ~t;1 

and anfull ot a -deepatteetion tornature.· The poet ainga 

. ot the'~U-lltry.in classic ll~tr,'.but .with all~W 
0

rilJ"t~, aJHl
. ,. '° .  . . , , , .. ·_,,! .a,,1 ,·i 

_ ahon a 4aep love tor the beautiful things. of life. . · 
1 . ' ~ 

llarquina . suff$ed.ecl ·ta· being at>4em. _without indulg!ng 

in the extravagancea ;of many of hit contemporariea. thua1~ 

viting aerioue ·study~t bis works. sogood apoet dld KU-
·'·" . • . • . t-

quina prove to be that hi• 9!!! aerited adetailed studyby

1. Cejador yFrauca, Julien Hiatoria de la ·lengua I litera-
tura castellana, Madrid, 1919, pp. 244-253. 

2. Idem, P• 251 • -



Jue.a Valera, who said that Marquina nry. aklllfully aTo:ld.e4
. '. ' . . ' ·1 

, monotony.- while he lhoweti great, -~•tr in hia picture,. 

I1t hia Elegl&a, app~ng. ~B 1905, ._one finds a VOl".' 

•• of ht~te ocmpos1~1one ~~ '1h~cb tbe_. PfJJd~etnt. note 

1• that et loye. 'thia is a •• ,.., tru~l _lc-,-e,.,~er,prete4 

ia aeoth .••n••• NU cf feeling,: shewing ~ ..fllm.or,&~,.:relig• 

ioaa adoration · an4 gratit11de . tor. . hie h• and· wife. . Here, the 
:,, . 

ute of simplicity ~ originalS.ty,; wit~ ~lie .. spt.dt 'ot .. ~edeftl-
' - ' -

' ' 

ity, i• quite. appareJrt. Itt f!lot., · Marqtd.~: 'lfd o.onspi~~'-'& 

among.· the mod.eftdste who ...... ;tbihl •J)dnging' lift /because et' 
hla ·sereidty and . oleanes£t. of es,reaeica. . 

A'bout 19~ Md~~, b~g• t, publle}i ~~:_Canciones

dol Uomente.· !thl• 1tNS ,he li:rat. oaae of a citisn po" ·who

fJhoa&I Interest In the at,te!ra of. th• nation •... The _former 

conception . ·or a poet ha4 been· that of a person 1i ving ·111 tho

oloudet obUYioua to, ennts \aking place about him, lori 121 

a· fog of,. a'batra.ct ooncepte.: .. In ,Qanuionas cbtl · uoment'ts, H~ 
'quin. uhil>ita a pa~riotio seal'.- that 1• both ten!~ and sin-, 

cere, and show that· a poet: CS1l J;,e observant' an4 aware of 

the life. going on· about him. He really con:dnc'es one t_hat

any nent can ;bG poetic 1·t one aaea the poetry in it. 

All of Uarquina•e poetry shows nidence of a deb 

imaginat~on an4 great originalit7.,together with a lively 

c11rio:etty tor the nn, rare ~cl un-experi~4. He felt · 111te~ 

eated in the theatre. not as a poet who carriee his l7rica 

1 •. Espaea, Hijoa de1 Enciclopedia ·· universal iluatrada, 
Barcelona, vol. 33, PP• 303, 304. 



and. ballads to the stage ''because .of. eagern•-· for glort ancl 

the more -nerative profit accord~d his work. t~ere,, ·but 

becsse he was ·tundamentally_·. dramatist,·-~- erici~ced ,,:..
1 

the teehnique in all ot his dramas~

llarquiria• • career u a dramatic author began with 

Las B1Aaa de1 Cid, 1908._ J'rom _that time ODt he has pu~ 

1iahe4 numerous works,: hie chief. eo~*"ra being ~O:' ~edYo
. . 

the inter~ of the Spanish public in th~ great~ _heroes or 
111~ ~ountr,•1 glorious psst. :H• eeema dete~1~ed_.¥t, can 

. . ·2
up eld times ia mod8ffl._ Y81'89e . 

. . In-~ HiJas ,del· Cid h• presents .an excel.le~ re-

conatncticm· of Spanish. life, with ,a ring ,or _eineor1tf which 

la. most appealing. The Cid ,d.ep~~ecl here :1a a ·very human 

eld_ man., t11•1Pt.by his passions, eager.~o achieve biaideal 

~iob f:dways· seems to elude him ~en he_ reuhei' for· :lt, n- · 

bellious agai1:1st the cruelty ~f ~· -o~ de$tin:,.. Here the

· author gloritiu the Caatilian. people artd Jlalea th• an in• 
' ' ;, . . ,.' . ; . : '

tegral part ot the actien. 

The aet•nrk of intrigues e.ncl Jealousies whieh
. : ; .. '

tinaUy.emeshe~ a klng11_ravorite.prori.des a eorwi~uing 

. butground tor the ut!o11 ot Dofla llari~ la Bnlva, i1909) 
' ' . 

in which the dontall · ot Don Al~ de J.una.- minister to



Kbg··.Jobr:I-II is· vividly related. 
• I ' '• • ,': ' , ·, ,< • > ";<:

·_Themoat ap,plaadedof hi•.biatodcal p1aya haa' been 

, _En 'rltmde11 S~_h ... J?U89tG el :Sol, (191Q)~_ ·_,_'~~r,e,l.(arqaj.na·u-

.~te the p~i-1oth fervo~ · ct t_he s~flrd,, -~ft.lag it i as 'a 
~ ~~  _,ha~ ·ftf f~ ,more eineere ~4 power.t~l._t~ai(men ~Ve

/ -..
Th• plwt ·; of La Aleaidesa de-Pastrana, (1911),< deala 

';I •, ; I 

with·~p.o,t~on ·ot thecareer of~aTeresa de Jeat11. file

· utraor4it'lary character et this-famous Spanish .ima JI.a·:clre.n 

by_H~quina witbgreat -care~ ~:picturing ·_this ___ ~ not-only 
•• , • • j ., • • • ., • • ' •• ,c • 

aa a prt,foucl;myetlc. ';butalao as ·a'dynami•.busineslJ;eaffU-

,,,

tlYe. 'who-nevertheless fouud:t!me to eJ'h1bit:.a deopj>&nt~Dal: 
' ,, ..' '•. ' .. . ..

interest in ~h• ~lfare of those about .her. -

. _ .-flle. weak an4 vaerlie.ting cbaracte:r oi Philip· IVis 
' . I r'' . ' :

ao nll drawnas to lend veriahdli:tude_ to th• draaa Por -~-
. _..·, .·_.-··.·.·.·. ,·_ .··:,__ ;.' : ' .. _ ..- ·;, .'.,_; ·,-,

loa pecad.os. del' !l!z:, (1913). The loyalty and. .love: of the· 
' ' • J,... 

Caatili&D8 tor their monarch, despite the a~se·'heaped UJ)On 

them~ 1d .• miniatens.l1/the patrioti.i theme ·or the dnmauet. 
'llle chansing*'Ollanceet l&abel 'a.n4 rerdinand · 1• beauti-

fully related. in -tu nore1 de· &,m6n, (1914). , veru1nari,•a 

struggle' to win :tsabel as his 'nre !8° a. thf88wh1c1i delights 

the author* since it permitshhlt" with minor d•Yiatio~s from 

aotue.litt, to id~a111e these. wrl~fellot.ut characters~ .' . 

. While th~ actio•. in El :Graa Caeitlul. 18 bEise4 upon a 

. purely l~gendary foundation, the character of th:i.e great 



Spanish warrior hm1. been carefully treated~ so that once more 

hie greatness ia ·called to the attention ot his countrynum. . 

In. E1 Gran Caeitb, (1916), the author .baa given.another ex• · 

ample of his _a.bilityto in~ermingle actual4ty and __ ideau .••... 

.Although the ·spam.sh theatre-going. publio ha.a acclaimed 

Ue.rquina•e work-with:~h~ hi~orical :dr-·:a,;. go~d.'. nrioua orit• . 
. • ' . • .. ·. ' '. . '. ' : .. ' ) ;,,. ' - • \: ' ' ! , ; ·. . . ~ ; . ' . : . . .. 

ice. haYe assailed it. Tho present study waa ·unde~aten• ther..-

. ,' foraFtO gauge ,Jlarqutna_i,8. 4Ualirtiea.· . .aa,11)11storl.aa •.. 
> ,; • ···, :·,. • •• ·: • • .'- ·,•· ,. f, '· ·

1 
r ,

'. : ~ ; . 
<-1 !' 1 

• ~f 
,·,"'!.··· 

11 i::



1 

Laa H!J. a.a .. del Cid 

~ .. ', '

This wort in· ,«=q~~erne" .~th .the marriage of the

Cid•a daughters, E.l:dra and Sol, to .the lntantea ot. carrion, 

their mistreatment· at the banda of the _ latter and. tbe ven• 

geance t~en,up~n t·he·c~ Infantoa. Kar~ina hae 

baaed th~ pi1.17 upon: tht cowardlr dti~n~ exnibi.ted by the

~ ' . ' ' ' . 

the legendal)' cbaraotere ~t.~he pea. 

Early in .the Poema the .greilt hGJtO'O anxiety for .a 
-. ·< • ' . ' ·•• ' . _.-· ,. ' ,- • •

' ' '

good. marriage to~ hie daughtera· .is ·mentioned by _the chron-

icler-., The c14-·up0n his bw.abment tr011Cast1i, by Ung 

AUonao,. tat es leave ot hb nfe and .· d.aughteru, .~o ·are
staying ~n a monutery to:,. a .. mile. aad as hie farewell 

Plege. a .Dioa e a &anta. Maria.
l 

q,ue aun con mi• mane• case estas mis .fiJas.
The Campead.or departs from. Cutille end. beglna to win 

much renown for. bis success in battle.. · 11nally be beleaguers 

Valencia,. suttering none t:e enter or leave it.. and at last 

1.· · ·sentndea f idal; · bmin,, .U.tor1 Poma de1 Cid,, Kadriclt 
1900, •• 282. 



~ ~ ~~abite.nt.s are forced· to s~rrender~-~erf ~s grea1', . 

· r.eJoi.~i~g w~an the chieftain .en~e,~·, ~h'oi~:r, .an~ ~ ~ ~ vast · 

amoµn~~. c,lf gold and wealth are3 diotributed .. f!1m_ong ~~,; toll.ow-

.era ,99 ~hat ·all..WhO are ~hefe :~GOOW,8,rich~ ,. ~,sir~ng to. send 

a magniiicent gi~t·.to· :tlle king;. ?• .. ~:L~patoll,~. ~i~au~-.. to Oaa~ 
_til~ ntha .hundred horses of the spoil, ~lla:rging·,h,itu, to kiss 

AlfonJSo.'s hand tor him iittoken.ot good lV".111~. , . 

, At( thevictoriesand wealthot theOid increase with
. . 

great rapidity, his tame becom_es s,9 rema.rkal)le ~hat :t,~e two: 

2 

Intantee. of. ~arrion decide to ask;. tor .the .hand~,o! ·. h_~s ,:da.ugh• 

ters • .!Th"l discuss the ~dea .wh,n V¥uable_ gi(~~ froin_;~he Cid · 
\ 

a.re brought, by,Myna.ya.to KingAltpnso,saying•.-· ·/ 

l\mcho cre~en lae.n~evas de mJO C:id.el_Oampeador, 
• , I ' , '•' ( j' • · •

,Biiln oseatiiemQsc,021eus,tiJ_as p<>ra }1uebosde_, :_p_ro.1 

However,. they.~o not impart their wieh~e. to.:AJ.fonso 

until. later, when th&J,te~l. sure . of thehonol". and, .f~9. :t.o .. be.

'gainedby aaarriage. withthedaughte,rsor such ,areno~ed 

hero. At last theycome. forthwtth their desires, seyinga 
' . . ., , ,, I• " . •, • ,,,

Las nuevas del. Oid mu.oho van adelant.; 

Dem~demo·s suet~Je.Qpor~ con ellas casar: 

Oregreinos en nuestraondra e y~emos,adelanto2 

lo t_dem, v. 13730 
2. Idem, v. 1881. 



3 

. , When they.make theit rtlquest to. Alfonso the _ki~~ ponders 

tor .a while, but ,at .last .sends. wor~. to -thf> Cid by· ~tine.ya and 
,' ,' ·, ' . ' ' ., ' ',•'. . -· , . . .· . .

Pero Be:rnlud11, ~tho hav.t ~een. to t~• oourt. once more. rtci bri11g 
' - .·. . ' . . ' ' . / ,·.,

' .

regnl_ Jli~~~ trom >,heir gre,at obi~f~ain·• Ile O~at'ges, them as 

follows: 

' ' ....
~i~tm myµ Cid .. el. qemp~e.dcn~,. .:.ello ·• m.e.re91r yo~ 

Ede mi.e.braperdon. Vini,ssem a.vistas, si oviesse 
, 1: i , ,, '. , ·, '· ! 

Otros. mandados ha·· en. esta mi. corti 
! . " '· ·. . . - . ' -; ~- . ~ . • : 

. . Di~_go_ ~ : rerra.n4q t · lo~ .. yti'tmtes . de Carrion, . · 

Sabor _han de casar con su~ tiJas amas .ados. 
'. ,,', ,,, ·.: . ,' ' • , . £,. , .. i . ,. ' '·.' ·•.· .• 

Sed. b11~~ps mena,s,agero1J;1 ,, • r,n~go_ voa _lo·.·. yo 

Que gelo,. 4tg~dee .al. but'n • Oempee.dor~ 

Abra.._7 9ndr8{ .e iurtgta en_, one>rt 

.Por._qonsse.g:rar .. con. loe ytfa.nte$ de, Oa.rrion •. 1 

. When th,ese ti.dings roach: the .Cid be is not so overjoyed._ 

ae mi~t b.e : e:pect.e~~ f o~ be ,e~l.• i;hat , the Inf ~tes , ~e haughty

and the match is not to ,h~s ta.steo However, .sine, ·1t is Alfonso's

wish,. he decid~~ to oonseirt ~d. pe :silent, and d.nformz the king . 

Of his obedie~c;e to hit will. , Thtl tni\Sting iG set -:fQ~ three ·week; 

later; e.t which time the Oid·a.ppee.ra, in the king's presence and 

1. tdem,' vo· 189'1. 



rreceives the latter'~ pardon •. vn,.en the king tha..llkS the Cid 

tor si'!ing,hia daugbters to, ~ht,3 Inl~tes ~'1.~: .expreaae~ tht:.

hope 'th flt~~ marriage wiJ.l \le for th1;1 gr~a~t3.r b.,o~or .. of both, 

the 01d.replie,sa 

Uu.oho uoe lo gradesco, oommo a rrey fJ.e.. senor, 

Vos c~sados mi,s tiJ~, ca~ongeltla do yo. ·1 

Th.~ Cid then returns to th~palace. at Valene~~ and. 

announce, to his d~ughters .. that the king bas ar.x:anged for 
, ' I 'I .' ! ,. • . '• I 1 , , ',',.

their marriage, assuring theiu tha~ it ia Alto~o•s wish, not 

hi; O~o.

Uarquin~hasde~arted tromt~eee.details,,. keeping the 
• J • ' '' ' ~ ., . ' ' . • • ,, ".'

4 

action. ot the play in vai,noia. DonaSol . and .DonaElvira have 
, ; ' , ' ·· · '. .' , '. , l r; : · , 0• ,, i ,. 1 ~ , ,

, .,,.

seen the Infantes ot Carrion, who have come to. Valenoia,with 
' '· ·, • i •• , ' , I  • • ~ . . \ • , • ,: • ,, ~ • ' . ' ' ,  ; ' ... ,' ,. !. ', : '. .• • , . : •  , ', ; '  ' • 

letters from the king, and as. tht Inte.ntes.e.re very handsome 
' \ • . . •  '  • ' ' : . \ ; . , ' '' ' '' ., ! •  ' 1 ~ 

the1 havet~und tavor in ~ ~ eyes,.. o_t; ~he twoyoung girls. 

Their oou.eint Telles Mwioa, in vein attempts to warnthem that 
' 'I . • , } ,' •. . '. ~, ' ' ', •

the youngmen arenot all that they seem, eay. tnga 
' ';. ' i.;. \. 

S1emprt solos, 

tienen los dos loa ooloquios seoretosJ 
' '.. . t .. 

r!en1 al. vernos. pa.sarJ, no campeanJ 
, ,: 1 • , : , 1,

aun n~ ,han pro badqtJ':'-. lan~a ,n la elgara, 
'1 ya Valencia les llama oobardes.2 

lo Idem,v. 2109. 
2. ti'i1-iile.s del Cid; Madrid, l9l2t po 27. 



; Elvira end . sot indign!U1tl1,. t-atu.ee to . listen , to whra~ 
they oo~side~ oalumn1/'t and 1r,&11~1 ~uifoa must per~o~<J,. yieltl 

to their desires an.d remain silent . ., In the dr-ama ·Alf onaio 1 :
y. ' . • . ' ' "•. • • • \ • ·: • 

sends t mes,age to -th• king by thcaf Inte..ntes, in .which he 

ple~s to.r 1ht panels of Elvira and Sol,· muon as he . cloea in 
. ; .. i . . ' ' .. ' ' 

tho l?o&111 ..

.Tu· Gret · grMde . por tt1. bra.10:; yo··por el Oielo,. lo SOlff
•• • • .', 1 ' • ' ,; • ' 

\ie,n podemoa> ~ratu. amboe 1ue. tenem~s .ignal pro: 

tu t1enes doe .. biju tuya:so dos ~ijados t~o JOI: 

tus hiju eon riou beabras, Dona. Elvira.Y Dona Sol: 
.. ' •i 'i ,. . .·· ....

,, '

m.t, .ahiJados son h.:LdalgoeJ los int~tes ~!'· c.arrion. 

5 

El1os ee prendaron d, eµas1 no leaou.ipos, 4u.e Qs raz~nJ 

de Doia Elvitat F~rnaµdo., 1 Diegc, .de. Dona Sol. 
. '

A Valencia. tc, los ma,.11do, tu, dispondra.s dt loi dos a 
' ;. , ' • . ,, ' .1. '. • '• "' J

ii, 1o que deseo, ueptaa, ·te env!o·m1 bendic:lon; 
I• . . ' • .. ' '. 'l , i ' ' ' " 

.v,·q,ue mszolando eetas 1engres muola.remos nu.eotro amorJ 
' 'I . ; ',: ,, ! . . ,, J. ';')"'' ·, 

_ (ill$ po~ tenerte - m!tt, quioro S©X' mas. tuyo, .Jq• l . 
' . ' 

Xii tht plit.ty, as in the· Potm,. t~e 01.d. ~e .. not delighted at 

the prospect of· bis da.ught~r-,• ttarriage with the InftultEuh The
' ' \ ' ' ' , '

author ha.s her, tarccaot. tlle Cid's d~aii-e, wldch later becomes en

obsession, ot eootn;hia daughters n1arried to3ovtreigno. After 



re~eiving the meseeaes ot the king, he bows to, the ;la:t.tert 1 
., , i· '', l, • , • <,' l, ', ; . I•. i ·' '• . ,,

lrl.,11,,",tbo~~- .he say~ to ;Yinaya.1 

. Has .me ta.tiga esta Carta. que ,doJ d{88 ,·de pele>a.J 
... ' . ' '' · ... ' ' ' ·1 

. IIU que _toma.r, Un oas'.til1o,· cumplir con tl~a 118 4'U~~~~• . .. , 

Whe~ Minaya questione :th~ Cid's distaste tor·~he ~rriage, 
• ' I ' ' . : ''.':' ' , ', 1 . /, 

the latter repliesa 

Reinas quisiera ver a mit:t hiJael 2 

, Fmrtber dep&Fture troa the Poem ~ocure ¥. t~e .~noident_ 

in which the Cid presents !lie, sword Tiaona- to Don Fernando when 
\ ' ' ,· . ' . ' . ' . . ' . ' •' . . ~ 

he consents to give his daughters in marriage to .the Irilantes. 3 
• ' ( J' - . ; ,.,· • ,•' ,, " ·, '

In the Poem the Cid dic.\not,preeentthis swortl witJ,lthe;Infantes 
I ' : , .· ·. : , : , ·•. . t. .•: .. \, ,· ..

and ~heir wives were ready to ·dep~ from Velenai.,~, ;om& .two 

years later. 4 
. •',

.. lfarqµina ha.a· intrqdtlaed into his plt\f Don Jeronimo, who
. .. '. ' ' ,, - ' ; ' '

was made the tiret bishop c,f VaA.enoia by the Cid, l)Jld inthie 
• ••• ,; f " • ~- • > : ' ' ' ' ' t '. ' . - : . ,. ,' :, ' . ' 

incident be. has kept cloie].J to_ th, relati~11.1n ~ht Po~,. where 

it SSJH· 

De pa.rte de orient vino un.oo~ona~Ot 

El :obispo don Jero~o so .nombre o; l&1J11ado. 
Bien ~ntendido ea de los.tra t iaucho acordedot 

Dt_pie e de ca.ballo_m.'1oho era.-areziad.o. 



~as prouezasde=Y~ ·Cid· nntl~nlae deti1andando,,. ' ' ( .

So3p1:rando el obiepo· q,i1es ·.vtass$ tJon mo:roa en el oempi.n 

Ou~do lo 010 nr,o · Cid• do,aques·to tue.·Jagado •.. 

7

, Oy~,. Minaya Albarlo.nta• poi ~qu.~1 que tsta. en al~o, 

.·Quan~o. D!osprestat not qu.i,re, :nos bi~n ,g?:l.c,, ,gradeac~oth 

En.ti~:rru.de Valo~oi~ ~ ~ (lUitro,obitpa.dado, 

E· d~·• gelo a eate buen oh~istic1tto• l 

.In the play, the Oid i;teatq Don ieronimo likewise, say-

' ' ', , ' ' ' ' ' .
I>o_n,JerQn!mQe hor . .:,eldreis bi.~n honradodel Aloa_zm-1. 

YQ os ha.go. Obispo en Valenciat as! Oios. no· l,o_ ~eshag~. ':it.

Adeparturetrom thePotlmoccurs :tnth1.lcangt~~t timethat

the I:ttf antes. remained. . in Vdenoie aftet~':the:Lr marriage, In the 
• I • ' • • r ,. j 

play the7sta7edQnfy ~iv-fmor.rths, andGil Bustosr.~a,rksabout

tbtif' unpol)u.letr!tra 

Mo·tuvieroa,

una.sola mano amiga. 

on oinco msaea de iisiento •. 3 
' '

. 'J:he length of timtlthat th~; tarried according to the 

Poem wasnc>arl:, two yee.?'oo 4 

Ftitthor difference ooeurs whon the Cid bida tarewall to 

his daugllters upon their departure trom Valencia on the wayto 

l. Idetat v. 1288. 
a. LasH:lje.s del Oid, P• 40. 
So Idem, P1t 1190 . 
4o Po'ema del Cid, v. 2271. 



Carriono He· appeus·1n th, drama.,inthe guise ot anol4 

ebepberi, whQ s,ek:;, to r~nder . servioe.• to them when .. they 

arrive at the oak WOQdo When ..Doii~ :Elvira.. pro~d;y .r,tua_ee 
' : • \ i 1, 1 ; • ' . , ~ ;' .. .' ., • '.. ' . J ' , ; :, . ', . ',' ·•• ;,£- •• ' ; 

his e.id,: eaytng tbat th~ir, b'1abands ,are their, ,de~,~d.ers, >'

the Oid iea.ves · e .shepherd' s ll~rn ·\rl/~h ~hioh tll~J ~q s~on 
help in.~ae~ofneed.·1 

tu tho Poem the Cid take$ lea'\te of his .daughters a 
' ' '

shori distance .. from Valen~iao charging Ilia nephew, ?:~~1ea 
Htm.01., to, go with them to th~ land of Carrion, ,sating to .hims 

' ' '. ' . ' ,·' .. , ...,·'; .,·:. .

., '

Veras las hONdl.des que a mil fiJas dadas" sono . 

.Co~
1

acaueetas nu.~{a& .VQtnaa ..~ Osmp~adoro '. 2, . 
u$rqw.na has kept true to the apitit ot th~· P~em_ ~ 

thus dtpiot!ng the Cid' e laai attempt to aid hiE1
1
•dt11.t~t!ro, 

for the fearless old wer~ior had~ premoniti'on th~t: all, would 

not be. woll witb th.em, though .Jlis. o~ly indipa.ti?n.,<>~ 1!,i~. fetl• 

inga .was thtl charge ,nu.ch he gave to his neph_ew. 

The author hao added to ,the dramatic interest ot the .
' .,

play by the distinct eontr~t in oharaoter whi:ob. he has given 

to Elvira and Solt end he u,u~a this diff eronoe as a. . basis tor 

his treatment ot the incident -in the oak woodt where the In• 

tantes avenge their imagtned insults at the hande of the Oid. 

lo Lfl;S..J!.ijas de~ Oiti..t PP• l32•l34. 
2o fo•a dal Gi.$!.- \f'o 2620. 
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011. th<tit •·de,fenielees ·.·\~iV$S~ The. Inf antes at·ttmpt to: :·bade 

WiY8S1 ~ inoid.ent G"lid.entJ.y B _·prOdUOt Of the :imngination of 
~ . ' . . ' . . 

:Marquin~, ·~, •11r/ l!lention it made' of ·e1uoh oo act' fu' ~hf'Pomo 

t.rru.s·to thG.fQea,·1ne Infanteebrutally,.b6at the two. 'gi~le 
' . ,\ . . '· ,'.-'' '.· ' .·.

and leav& th&mt· a JJ:(j"I' to;, the< itrlid beasts > bt the 'tore'~i_. 
They ue·diect)vored ~· their·oousin:,·..rell.ee· l(unoat'vn10 strives 

to arouse th• end· 0011.du.ot them. to sateiy., · 

.:(n tht 'Foe&1 bo'tl1 sol •d Elv!t'a are carried ~war bl'
,. < ' I .. • ' • '•• - • • •' 

' ' 

thoi~ oou.s1',, who beitS them· to· haw oeu·rage · end arise. whioh 

they at iaet' dot 

· Y eaaa ·'1as tomb 
. E pri vado en el cabal.io · lo~ cfo.valso J

0Qn. ·el ·ao ni~llto a· emao las oubrioo . 

9 

. ' . . . . . . • '·,. '· . ' ' . '•i 'I,·., ' ·: l 
. · .. El.ca.ital.lo pt11u .. Por. la :rie1uta. $ .lueso:.dent l~ . .Partio_•-

-ru,y_ &ti tnon taken 'to · friendi who care tor them w5.l~.in;-

ly, . and ~t la$t j;be:,, are . re~eived by the Cid( who express.es the 

hop<> 'that tl'l~y ·.will yet havf a b~tter m~rriagt, ·a·~lnga · 

·Veaj.detJ,.mi~ t1Jaa, 'Dior., voe o·urit., .de mal•

. W1q· .· iomtl el ,ea$maiellto, f!1U non oee deai;;, · el. 

. Plaga · al . Cr1ador qu.e , 011 c;i.elo est a, 

Qi&e :V~S ~ea aAeiOr OaGE\d.8.8 'd.aqid GU e.dtlant. 
De myol yernoa de Carrion .DiOS me taga vengat! .a

le Idea, Vo 2805, 
2o ·I<lemj Vo .. 2890• . 



:tn Marquina.'s drama the proud nature ot Dona El-

vira does not permit her to be ti.ken meekly home e.tt~r 

such an affront to her honor, and although she is_weak 

and bruised she says t~at ehG will avenge herself• Telles 

Munoz summons a.id, the Cid and hie men urive,. and Elvira.· 

declares her intentiou of seeking out the Infentes, telling 

her tathor1 

Sangre del Oid, mientras corre, se vengal 

Un hombre, ped.ret uno oolo conm1go! 

Aquel que tenga. la. lanza ma8 co.rta~ 
1 Aquel que lleve a.rmad~ra mas. negral 

; 
P~ro Bermudez accompaniea h~r on the Journey tor 

vengeance. ·w1111e Dona Sol is conducted home tenderly by her 

father and hia men. 

This desire tor vengeance on Elvira•s part serves 

10 

~he purpose ot making a tragedy' ot ~be pla,, and Marquina has

created a tragic atmosphere by depicting the sortow of Dona 

Sol and her motheJi> at Elvira's continued.absenoe end the over-

whelming grief of t~e Oid at the disgrace to hie name. At 

last the Cid receives word that hie honor has been a.vengedt 

Tellez Munoz having killed Don Diego in the lists. An ma-

. l. Lao HiJas del Oi~,. po 159. 
, .....



known.knight hf:l.S claimed.the rigbt_c>f tacing·Don.Fernan;d~, 
and although this · knigb:t .. ha~ vround.e;d Fernando fat illy! he 

himself hae received a sel'ere wound during the combat. 
~ ' . . : .. \ . , ' ; .

Knowledge of· this unknown warrior strikes the. BW11e tetJ.r to 
. ' ' , - • ' . ' , ' , :~ I: , ·., '

the hearts ot all and they soon find theittears. confirmed 
~ r • \ • 1 ; ; ' • 1 ' • • ,· t · ' ' · ,. · · 

ll 

bJ the.arriv~ of DoiiaElTira, who, in the· guise of a, knight, 
'. t ' '. ( - . ' ' ' ' ' • ·~ '. ' : ' ~ '.· '"" i , ' ~ ~ 

has . e:vange~ her hono~ but as a consequence forfeits her l~te.1 

The tragedy of los:lng this daughter so like him in 
I . ' : l , ~ ; , < , • ~ 'I; • i' . • I • ~ ,

nature takee away the_pleaaure thtCid'he.d previously felt 
< ' • ~ •, • • • ~ ' • ' ~ f ' ' . i /' 

t,re' hands ~n marri~t and the play ends· with tl1e ~id,_ ~ow_ . 
. a eorro\'d.ng ta.tber, rather than a etern and . relentless warrior, 

: , ~ ', , < f , \ , > ' • • ·., , , 1 ' 1 : • '• , ; '· •• I 

bemoening the loss of his daughter, exolaimi.ngt 
, J • • .,, , :· I i ' .. ' 

Reyeth deetino ta.tel de mi casal 
, , . . ·. . .. ' Atru. atru, o volvedme a mi hi.Jal 

• 1, , ·, ,,, i 

No,no me eseu.ehu. ... av,anianl. Les ~ieuto 
ontrar aqu! •• •1 •• hielan la sertgrei 

' .1 . \ ·' ' ' 

Ll~ga la ~uertet la. re~a dt toto1, 
y ellos la trun1 tQuien lei abre.cG!noT 

V~ncli la vida al fatal pr1Vi1eg1o ... 

Ya, silos moro• ocupan Valencia, 

solo saldra a combatir mi cadaver ••• 2 

1. Idomt po 198. 
a. !_demf P• 199. 



:Thia · tragic, element is . lacking in ·. tht Poem, bf_' the: 

014, in. which tho chiefta~.n himeol:I· goo a· to the king' t.o de- · 

man.4:,Jtu~tituh .In the oourl• in the· p1~senoe ot ·the 'nobles., 
.. • '

the OU demand.a ot the Infan-~Gs tirs·f; his two· eworcsi ·whioh 
I ., • ,: •' - . , ' ' • ·.' • • 

he has preeented tti thO!i; on their· deJ>nrture' trot1fV~c~cia.~ . 
and then :thtt we~th with wltieb, he hae : showered th$S~ .Fin~ly1,

btd.ng eatietied · on these· ecoree, ·he· it' further' gratified by ·
the arrival ot:'two moseenge:rs trcmAragen and·Na.varro, who 

. ' . . , ' . 

bear request~ for the h.ands ot Sol and El vita• ·Now at ;a.et .. 

tha Cid te•lf honoredo 0-t"'ld though.his· Joy is great,' he· yields· 
' ' . ' ' 

the t'igbt o.t dispoeing ot hia daugh.tor-s to Alfonso, eayinga 

Herged, :1!rey.;Alf'Qn8S0t· VOi so~ea·myo senor& 
,Est~ gradesoo 10 el. Orie.do,, , -

. QU~d,o me le~ -demand.an de Nav~a. :e de Aragonl. .
. . 

Vos lea ce.ea.otes antes. : ea· JO ·:llOl'lo '. 

Ate. nis tiJ u, en uu&stras , manos oon1· 

Sin ui.u-,etro mend84o nada non ten yo,tl , 

~et\ Alton,o ie please-a to , gt Ye his ·· oonah,nt · to the 

nia.rriage the 014 ba.eJtens back t~ Valt~cia with 'the rie'wS, 

leaving three. ot his ·-men to. ''l!.Venge hit honor : against thi

knipts ot Co.rrione· ftro Benmidera··vm1quisheu F&rdinand, 

Uart{n Antol!aei route, Diegi) fz-om the t!eldo' ·em4 Uuiio· Guo• 

1. foema del Cid, v. 3404_. 

12 
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tio, causes Assur Gonzalez, kinsman ot the Intantes, to 

deolare himself conquered• thus assuring the, Cid,' .s victory. 

News ot the Infante• a def eat is the signal ~or gree.~ joy 

in Valencia,
1 

e.nd the Cid, teeling that at la.et . htt will see 

his daughters married as· becomea•their worth, expresses 

his delight thus, 

Grado al rrey del cielo, mis fijas vengadas eonl 

Agora las . · a.yen· quite.a ··beredades de Carrion, . 

. Sin ·verguenga las case.re o a qui pese o· a qu
1

i non.1 
) 

In the characterization of the· Oid the author has 

drawn him in acoordanoe with the Poem, a noble hero, ever 
,, ,, ' . , .

pertormlng groat deeds and leading his men to victory, a 

tearless ~arrior, proud of hie honor, severe but J~at in ~is 

dealings with men. This idealized treatment ot him, found 

in the Poem nnd in MarqUina•s drama, is not _strictly in a~-

cord with that found in history. In the latter·his barbarity 

in dealing with the Moors shows a vein of cruelty that is . 
' .

ignored in the idealized Cid. Yet he was a gt"ea.t character, 

and even the Saracens, who had gqod oause to hate him, relate 

that he was ''bJ virtue of hie boldne.se of wit• his great pru-

dence and resolution, end his incomparable courage a miracle 

lo Idem, v. 3713. 



ot the miracles d:: Godo• l 

. While Marquina has ·show· the· hero· as· great in battle; 

he has been more concerned .with the Oi.d as e. lather, piotur-
• 1 , '

ing him as·very human and affectionate, yearning ~ver hi1 

daughters, anxious for their safety. His premonition of dis-

aster leads him to dioguise 'himself. as a shepherd when they 

a.re departing tor Carrion, · yet ld.s pride will not penni t him 

to ve11eal hitruselt to them• nor to confess to them hit doubts

14 

of his eone•in•law~ He expresses his affection, ea.yi~g ~o them 

in tarewolls 
QU.e os guard@ J>:i.os, Dona Solt Dona El~it'a.l 

; '

Ag.( .digaio, reiordando maiiena 

mis inquietudes, . mal.icia.s de v-lejo 

Que un sol mejor cada d!a os despi~rte&· 

. Oosechad gocttHh ccmo yo tristezaol 

Ouanto quer!a decir os he dicho. 

Lo ultimo soa besar westra manoS a 
GraduallJ he becomes obseastd by his excessive love 

ot rankt and,his desire to see hie daughters become queene 

controls him complotelyo So greatly does he desire to see hia 

1. Clarke, H. Butler, The Cid Oempeador, Now York, 189'7, pp. 289-
. 293. ; ... 

2o Las Hijas del Cid, po 134. 
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4auw.,:t er m~r,y .:royalty, that b• willingly, even gladly, 

oaofitice1 ~ol'e happlneas .or& the. eltflt of r~k!, . At so.11 1 
. ' ' . . . ' 

hesitancy when. fthe is first informed. ot the. prot,osed marriage 
' / •• i ' ' • ' • '. ..• , . ' : , ,;' ' .! '. ' .• . . ' . !, , ,, ': '·~·,l .

with the King of Navarre, he exhibits real e.gony. When ehe, 
' ,. ;·· ' • • 1 ' ., •• ,j,, ..• • •• 

a~au~ee. him that she is ready to do. his will he. ~dergo~s 13.., · 

grea.t tran,tormation, works ~imselt into a frexas:, )x,rdedns 
. ' ' : • . ' . : . ' • • . ' .• . 1 . '.. • '.•, ; ' ~ 

. . 

on deliri~, and kneelo at ther teat o,t his daughte~,; rega:rd• 

les& of the aasement of ,h0$G who .are preeent,: exclaiming, 
' ' ·, ~ , f ,' '. I ·, , a , ' ; : • ' '• ' ' ·, • , • ' : ~ ;

'No,. deJe.a si a.st me .deacanso:
Si .~eude mo10 esperabe. este instante 

•• ! ' ,'• '. 

y haste. hoy no pUdt,,doblar la, rod~llal 

Sean alfombra .en tu trono mie bar,a.1 

qu~ no ha tocado,persona nacida& 
· yo empleo en ti la hwnildad de W'l vual.40 

·~ut no ha tenid~ senor todav!a ••• 
Ser, en tu oasa el ~ltimo siervoJ 

dame ·esta mallO real.J que acar1c1e . 

. un aolo inetante. mie eienes .. de vieJ 01 

ahora, en eeoreto1 a hurta.dillu de. todoaue 

no, no. mireis& .. ,.qu.e bien puedo ... ea mi h1JaS 

es m!a. • .m!ae • •1 lo he dado la vid.~·, 

y Yiene W'l Rey a hacemela . Reinal l 
~ t ' ' 
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Overcome by his· love ·tor rank; he has degenerated 
' , 

tor ·the mome~t from tht noble·~ proud, ttnyielding w~rior to 

a. WG.akt groveling old mmt. 

In tht character of the two 'daughters th~· autho,/ ~as 
meae a vast co11traat •. n,;na Sol JS ol chi1dl:l.ke ~~pttc1t7, 

' !" ' ' '. ( ,• ·: ) ', I , '' ',• •, ' ' 

t;l.mid,· lovable aml ·spiritual, possessing a nature ·iingeci with
• ·. . . . ; ' ' ; . .; , ' I .> ,·,

sadness despite her youth. ' · :In the· opening scene ·she. is do-· ·
' \ . ' . ' \ ' ' .. \' .

pioted. in all her ohal1lb tald.rtg 'ohildioh pleasur! in plaguing 
' ' • < ' : ' ' ',• ." • I' i J .•. ~· • 

her 'cousin •.. When bar mother cbid$s her tor hex- actions, say-

ing· that she will alwsis be a chil.d; Sol tepliess 

Siempre una niialueJ tGndre, por laa .t~des, 
sl81llpre, a la pueata 'del sol, muoho mi,sdoJ, 

a,iempra a tua pies, te dir&· quo me ouente,,· 

mad.re, laa V:l.Gj WJ historiatf qu& oabes
ll

que me ha.Can biGn "i 1118 . duermon el alma. 

QUi:te the opposite of this eU.nging, tender nature 
' . l I ' • ' " '

is Dona Elvir~, who she.r~e her f.ather' s warlike. spirit.· Thie. 

daughter· ot the Cid is strong and. active, el'l independent soul, 

possessed ot graa.t fire m1d courage and a lofty sense of honoro 

Her nature. is, well illuatrated1 by her taste in stories, and 
' l . • ', 1 ' ,· ,, 

her spe,·ch to be!* sister, Sol foresh~ows, he.r ovm. . eu~sequent 

act.. She eayrf to Sola 



De las hietoria.e _que. madte nos euenta 
I ' ! ' ' . - ~ '' ' ' 

hay ·una sola que sieni~re reouerdo, . 

.l.& 0.$ li. J1Q;a qut .venga Q ~u·'ptMirtt

1tietiendo . cota 1 'ttlme11 en .tl puno 

la f)no~e lensa del vi•Jo·, en el._·dinto,· 
. . .

o1 espadon a.el "normano san5rientoo 1 

17 

In. her ohame at the disgrace heas,ed ur,on he~ .by Don 

Fa:rnando, $he rieea to great. heights, e.nd setting out 1n 
' '

. ' ' 

,, . ' ' . , . .' ' . ' '

Si encuentro en el la al:1,,men_a, q_uo . bu.eco, 
to volve~& oon oorona d$ oro 

1. entre mie ma.nos eepade. d. ··tuegol 2
' ' 

Her· militant, defiant nature, hs~ boundleso. energy, 
) ,, i ,, :: , ' • 

make a notable oont:rest with .that of the gentle .sol, and prove 

her to be'ver, m.aoh the Ci«•• dsughtero 

The a.uthor•·e treatment o t the In text ee ot Oe.~rion. aor-
, - . • . t ' 

responds oloJJGi:y to that ,c.eorded them in the P9~· '; ~oth in 

the play :Md. ,in. the :legend tbe1 ate . de,picted .f:\S. Utt$rlf. de;• 

pieable, 'totally laol:ing in all '1'1alitiee d-: na~lin~ss, ,' tear- .· 

ing to venture forth on any ot the skind.ell~s,. ~ltulting thr~ugh 



the tJtreots at night, e.mdbit1ng Bympathy \dtlf the Moor,s,- . 

faithless.to their wives, ooarao, cruel and devoid_~t a11 

virtueso 

om,by comments upon the treatment accorded the 
' ~ ! ' < • ', ' : ' ' ; '· •• •

Intantes in the FQem, and sn;s that while. the aim al ~he 
' ' I ' • , • ' .,· ,, L ' '• •• :<, ,.·,,·

legcpnd ~as. to show how thfl Qidt ~ani~hed tr.om aa,stilo, 

carved out his torittl.ioz nth hie sword, it alaoehow1d·bow 
' . ' ' . lt~ ' . ' '· ", ' 

. .

these princes ot Ce.rrion, · ba:-1.i..ng pl"oved to ·be dQ$te.rds and 
' • . • • • ' , ' ~ • ' '. ' ' • ' .. I • ' ' 

18 

rtd'fiart$, _were ignominioual.7 defeated in combat by the Oid.'s 
I'! ' ' ' ; ' . ; ..•... ' .

ohempio.neo , . ttThG animue ot the J)O$t, ha.a e,:tdently somGthing 
,. ' t . ,: •··• ' ' 

'· . •' ·. . . . . ' . . ,, . . . . .deeper in it ~hen me1e.p~!sanohip on the si4e ~f his adopted 

bero. It ·ie not merely that the InJe.ntoo of. Cat~·~on are 

represented as deepicable characters in everyway, .inflated 
. ; . . ' . : ~ ' .. ' .- " ' '

with temily px-ido, but lll$arlt coveteous, tuid cowardly, req1.d:t• 
' . . ' ,_ : ' . ' ',.' : 

ing hospitality with tre,oheey, guilty of brutsl violence ·to · 
: : ' . ' ' . ' ' ... . -~ '

. womenJ but ,:the ·mole olan or taction to which they belong is 

atipatiaed as lawltt&St. ViOl$rtl, a.rut treaqherous. It. i~ .~t~ 
ticult to reeist -~ho impr-Jesion that the Joint imr .in. f actt ,-M

, , · I . \' : i I

txprersaioit of the cut:I.Uan .epiri t ·finding·. vent, ,1.iot only in 
. \ 

the, exaltation' of a representativ.1 Outili$?1 hero,: but J.\lso .. 
i.. •, ' . : ;• • _( ' . ,' ,- .. '•. t,' •' ' 

.· , .. in the d.opreoati~n,:of.; tlle hereditary envmieti qt O.astiltf ropre-

esnted by the highest of the nobility ot Leon." 1 

1. Ormab1, ·.Johnt !,he Poem ot the Oidt New York, 1915, PP• 20•2le 
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?le.t~~inai in hie . trea1:ment o.t: : the Intentes, ,· has 
l ' 

'' : . ' . :' · .•, .·' - ' ' '( tollowed·tha Poem more closely,i;han. in any other .po~rqel 
I ~ I ' . I { ', ' t • ',' t' . ,, '" .' 

th,·mino~- chttraeteta. t&ilei .uuiios i~ an_ t,lttUlpit'. ·. of: loyalty
end ollsol\lte '.dnotion >to hie :chieltain,· noblf and bra.v,, con~ 

coaling t.~s sufte:riug oaueed by bi,s, llopeleas ' lo'fe. _tor ¥• 
'c 'l' 

. . .: ' . . ; . ' . .. . . ' ' ' . '.; ,' cousin Solo , an incident net in the PG&mo Pot"o .~e,~~eu,

llittaye.1 Gi1·.:au.st<>s, Mono Gustio:b,all ·appear.··tn.tla~_-P;_. as
the 3eelouj ·anu- 1L.11.tiring supporters ot thGit did,_ doughty. 

figbtoni etrong ot arm and. loyal: of eoulo .Dona Jimeno., ie . 
the timid ··and obedient ·wite, uncomplaining ,Md. ~~thtu~. In 

te.ct1 the i#he.ractei-s of the play· t,.re largely a repetition of 

those of tht poera; tho Oid. it eve~V'!ctorious, ~is ho~~r it 

unstained, bie houee continually riJee j,n glor, •. 
1
,,Exc~p~.. ~or . 

hiu ueaknsjs for rank, he is tho great m:ro of the l.egenll. · 
,, . ,. "~ '··, ' . '. '. ' '.,



Dona Mar!a la. Brava.
I. 

Marquina has· concerned hinlselt, ,~n this play,, ,with 

one of Spain• s great ministers, , but .,whi~~ he pictured Oli• · 

'varea in Por los Peeado~g_el Ru,. as,, a. domine.ting, unsaru• 
I . . . pulous favorite, he depicts don Alvarodt., Luna in this drama 

in, a. tar _more idealized .mann~r,. mak,ing_ of him a. g~eat, soul, 

outstanding mnong the petty: noblemen. v1ho _envy .his ·.pra.c~ice.lly 
·-~-unlimited powe.r,. ever loyal to his king, ~d possessed by .a 

great love fol'. D,ona Mar!a. 

Th~ action ocour_s during.the. ,last years .. of the reign 

ot ICing John II of Oaotilet when, the heretofQ_re "nlimited · 

power and influ~noe _ of Don .Alvaro were·. beginning to ·wane, duca 

to the unoeasingetforte·of his enemies and the fact that he 
" )" '

-. ,O"'Yerstepped hie authority onue. too pften, caus!ng displ~aaure 

to the king w~om for years he had 09ntrolled_oompletely. 

20 

_ The tir~t act tak~s place in the palace at Medina•del'-

Oam.po, where elaborate preparations are being)nade for the en-

tertainment ot the king and his, new wife, Isabel, all under the 

careful supervision of Don !:tve.ro de Luna. Many poets are pre-

senting the results of their efforts in honor of the monaroha 

yet even in the. midst of ell tho . bustle and excitement ~tten•

dant upon festivities of this sort, the author bas forecast the 

jealousy or the nobles and their envy ot Don llvaro, showing 
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their outspoken dissatisfaction with this authority.1 

This scene is especially in keeping with the spirit 

of the times herein depicted, and is true to the tastes of 

the kingo As a young boy,, John II took much pleasure in hunt-

ing, tournaments, studies and letters, was a good musician, and 

being of a poetic nature, he was rather skillful in verseme.king. 

'non Alvero de Luna gradually acquired great power, influence 

and wealth, , and he took care to distract the king and to satisfy 

·his desires for amusement with elaborate entertainments, of which 

John II was very fond. The monarch, being diverted by these 

pleasures, and surrounded by poets, gladly handed over the weight 

of the government to his favorite, showering him at the same time 
. .. . . '2

with wealth, honors and all sorts of ·favors. 

Don Alvaro de Luna is here pictured as the one noble, 

unselfish person attached to the monarch, ever trying to uphold 

the dignity and· greatness ot a vaccile.ting, indifferent kingo 

Typical ot hie sense of duty to the king.is his reply to the sug-

gestion that he pretend to have forgotten o~ ot his majesty's 

ordersa 

Yo no puedo deoirle al Rey 
3

:. ,que ae .olvido de eervirle. 

Continuing the same .discussion, he .further expresses 

his opinion, saying to Perez Viveroa 

l. Dona Maria la Brava, Madrid, 1909, ppo 17~32o 
2o Lafuente, Modesto, Hietoria de Espeiia, Madrid, 1853, volo 8, 

pe 2130 
3. Doiia Maria la Brave., P• 49. 



Si el Rey me mandara. que 

esta noche, en el cortejo, 

llevara el Rey de Granada 

los estandartes del reino, 

sin mirar que era la empreea 

dit!cil, .. ferez Vivero, 

con los dos mil de mi casa 

le traer!a vivo ~ mu~rt~1>1 

Such is the nature ot the powerful minis~er, unyield-

ing in service to his king, confident of his power, tearless· 

of his enemies. Despite his unswerving loyalty, . at the time 

with which this play in c?ncerned Don ~lvaro•s influence is 

beginning to be burdensome to the king, and t~e latter is giv0

I • 

ing evidence of his displeasure on various.occasions, even re-
,,' 

proving him for failure to do his dutyo 2 

22 

In this picture of conditions Marqui~a has kept true to 

facts, for the king, after being under the complete control of 

hie minister tor ~y years, nea~ the very end ~t h;s long. reign 

b~came displeased with him and plotted his dovmfallo 3 

Before this time, howe·ver, Don Alvaro's power was so 

great that the care and eduoation of the prince, Don Enrique, 

had been confided to him. In addition, he was the one who gave 

lo Id@, po 50. . 
2o Id~ ppo l07t ll5e 
3o Lafuente, ~Cit_., PP• 256•259. 



poeltions in the court to.those ~oa h~ t,avored, in his han4 
,, I  '  • I~ ' • ! ,_ • •, ~ 

were the go-..emment and administration of affai~a et tbe State,-
·. ·1

hemade the al~iancea, .. declaredwar,; ·fµlcl .. arrange.d.tor p~aoe. 
• • ( '•: ·, '. o >•< ., • ~ ' ', ', • ' ; ) !. • • ' .._ '• : :' •jI '. ~ • • ,~ : t ! ~ ' ' •  ' •" 1t':

a is Olllynatural. such uallmitedfa'Tor aroused the.
, 1• , r, ,,•' • • \ • ' ~ i ' ,. '' • •  •  ' ' "" ' r ' i ' ; , ' i , Y 

enVJ et the other ·courtiers,. ~· ~ed AlJ&.r:• with. having 
; ,; I.' ·, I,',' .'. ' I ',., . • ·..!·..-· ,...·· .' • • , ,' JI ; ' ; ,: ti·,;·r;....-, 

.. usurpe4 '.the royal power• with . elva1s tr,ing to. destroythe 1a-
_. r  : , ' '. ' ' . • ~ • - ·- ' , ~ ' , ! , ! ,  ' [ • 

' • z .-

fltaence of the grandees. of. the coUilt!'JI'• ~4· wit~,Jl.~ing desireua. 
. . '' . ' '::a ,, ''' :'''·'''' ' .,

ot matinghimse1f_:sovereign.of·e.11.: . 1.!l~sentibles_,·protested 
~ ' -; ' ; [ ~ '{ • '> , I .. ..· • • f' /1'•~ -~ '. .~' -j• ; j I L ~ : ' ~' ' •. J

that they· desired to tree .the .king trom Alvaro'sinfluence 
,.~ :_"' ~ .• >• • ; i r •  • .. ' ' ' ' •  -• '. . • : ' '. ·• • ,, / • ;  , ~ , ;', . ' ' I' 'f' t '.. " I

aole~y t.hatthe monarah ~ght~~  the country himself• butthe7

really sawthat ·his was·e. · ?tatt.tre more to be ntled than to be
~ •  • • • ' • • t ' ,  • '! 1 • • j.I t 

ruler, and th91 'relt that whoever c~ld get. con.trel or him would. 

really rule tho·kingdom.· Couttqu'..mti,, ~ltncugh· the nobles fr~ 
• ' ' • t , • ~ .• '  - •  ' - . ' • i' •• . . - ,• •• :. :)- t 

• quentlJ ~te4 in eonspiracl•a to ·ovffthra~ DonAlvaro ·de Lu~a, 
' ..•-•

•  ' , ' • ' ' • I 

. Just as frequently did they quarrel among_ themselves andthus' ' s ,, 
the Jd.ngdom na groatJ.y _4ilfturbe4. . · 

Although Den Al~··· eneut1~swere all'desirous et .... 

ing himremovecl' from hie,,position.:sogrea-l", ft& hiedominion 
' i • ) ' .. ,,,

over. tbe king that all e.ttempta to lessen his authority had 
1 • , '. • I ,, 

failed. In tact,: he .wasbaniehed from the court;, butthe"king 
• l I •

demonstrated even mar• attachment tor ·him in hie al>sence thau 
' '

1. !d«e• P• 214. Also• Pirea . di . au~~ . Fernbi. Generaeionea 
LJ_emblenzas.·· in n.·.4..E.-, , vo1.· ·,e,:. P• . 715. 

2.·Latuente• qp •. c~t.•.-• pp. 215•220. 
3. P6re1 dtt Gm:mb, · 02• ·Cit.• p. 718. 
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in bis presence, and as the:, quarrels among the 11obles _p,ereisted, 

some of.the very ones who had.urgodhis banishmep.t .~gged the. 

king to have him return to:the oou.rt. l. 

However, in I!J.ng, John's: eeoond. wite, Ioa.bel, the enemies 

of non !lvarotound an elly,,rmd through·her.aid a.lld,inalstt?Jlce 

the groat. minister was removed fro~ power., ,Early in ,thtLplay ,the· 

author:basmentioned the queen ao an .. a;J.ly ot Don.Alvaro,•s.enemiee. 

Two ot. the noblemen dioouss the situations,, and, one, t~o Ua.rquis . ,. · 

of.SantUlano.,.gives hope of:sucaeQ~ng inthe.battle·against the 

favorite,. saying, •The queen is· o\lr,U ... 2 Tho ·,qu,en,J .. n.d~ed prov.~s 

to be .theirs, and.when Dona.Uar!a.·.demand& jus:t$ce u.pon .. tl.le .d,ath 

of hor. son, ao~using the, great minister. ot being .i~~t~ental in 

his murdort it is laabelwho persuad~~her hesitating husband to 

deliver hia minister .. to the, outr;a.se.d ~o blowoma.n. ;.D~spi t\l,. her. , 

influence over the king, tho victory has been a c\ittioult tJne tor 

Isabel, u one of the. nobleman· remarkea 

Tres veces dJ.o y .ha, negado . , . . , .. 

el 1+ande.to de prision. a ·, 
Isabel'emotive in seeking the downfall·otAlve.ro is the 

same as. that of ·the rest of his enemies, Jealousy ot hit. :immense 

power •. Upon delivering the order. for,his arre~t to Dona Maria, 

the queen reveals her envy, aa.yingi, 

, ··,' ,. • ' '. ,. 'i ' :

le: Guzma.n1.0ronioa del Rey,; Don,Jµ.a,n II, 1n B. A. Eo vol. 68, PP• 
, 442, '446. ,. · •;: ,: 

2. Dona Maria 1~ Brava, po Bl. 
a. !dem, po 141. 



to: solo .. que: yo. te pido · . 

. que a.ca.be .. oon ... la priva.nza.; 

del ...ds Luna; .:pues,.no sutro

que,. dond.e me..bairtara. ,. , 

para. Jtt~dar; manden otros•.

. : Hagnse el ,.ldlagro, y, buta. . ·1 ; 
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DfJspite the fact that the q'1een ha.a uou ,lier:.point ·· and 

· tba1; .theJdng .ha.a signed .the. Qrdor., Don ·Alvaro: 1ft ,.still a.;for-

.midab.iEJ .. power,,. fully r~cognised :P s.uch by Isabel :when·, ohe • 

.t~ll~ ,Dqiie. .. Har.!~, ' ' ! '; 

El de Luna no . deeoencn,1 

i/.&i ellogre.t. estando solo, 

.. ~ ver .$1. Rey, toda la trama 

· de esta tnrde . se deshaceo · , ,

qu.e aun. le .tiene , por. el · alma.. 2. · 

\ .In.having Isabel coutribirhtr to Alvaro's downfall, 

Marquina bas further adhered·to history, for,though he has 
varied the circumstances. under .which .the action (HJcura, ho 

has kept ·to •. the. tact of her .. influenoe in tho. matter. ·.· 

.Isabel was the daughter ,ot the ·king of Portugal, m:1d .. 

as Do,n Alvaro. we.a a particular. friend of the regent. of ;forlu.• 

gal, the. Dl.lke of. Ooimbra, . ·hfl negoti,e.ted.t w!thout hie sovereign's 



knowledgt,, · tor. the. mtlrriagE:> :be:tw~on llim e.lld IsapeJ.. ,. r~a .. 
m.inis~er thou~t. th~t by ~a~ng i -tho one, wh<J: · ha.4 ... ,ieirat~d , 

tp~t p~i11c~s.~ to .the: p~sition: (?f\qµ~en of .·Castile, he would 

cement hie, power still .. fur:ther, for "ht:. believ~d. th~t her. 

gr~titµd~. to llim would mak$_ Isabel. as favorable to .his .. wishes 

26 

·;.. I:t •:,,as .in .. tb.e arrangement of, iihio marriage_., th~t .Don . , 

Alvaro . worked· l1io own rui11.1 The. king. was_· displea.aed. ·. tha,t hi:, 

favorite ahoy.ld · g<i to euch. lengths,. although lhe, la.,oicc,~ .:the 

courage\ to oppose him and gavfi hie .royal sanction ~o 1;~10 match., 

Though he concealed his displeuure: .!r.o~ Don Alvaro, he O!Jn?-

. munioated · it to his 11ew wife,:· and sb~; provt:;>d .ready to help plot 

the do1111fall of : tho one who Jiad. ele,ya.ted her to the :crown. -~ · 

Uarquina. ha.$ in~orporat~d, theat facts .J.nto his· pley, 

mid. Don. llvaro, learning of Isabel's :action• :,rfeproaohes her; 

! Io( l 

· Isabel· .. de .Portug~a. 

ouo.ndo ·.oe, eseog( per Reina;

oa·di .la.mano.del Roy, I I 

• i ! I ~ 
pero oa.ti,ml'vida.en,ella •. 

Voa erais,un:lirio .entonceo; 

westros lnbioa, rosas tierne.a1. 

--·-----------------------~--

le Lafuente, ~ito, P• ~S7. 
2. l4.Q!tb P•- 242. Alee, Cronica del Rey Don Juan II, P• 678. 

' .. ~ ;·1 
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· no vi entonoea, Isabel, 

; ab.ors. la veo · y 'me :pesa, · 

, que traje · a Castilla, floras· 

J tr&j~ un aspid con ellass,1 
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In', the acrtual · treatment· of the do\v-atall of ,Uvaro, · 

the author hO:s'departed from history in the interesta of 

the drama.'. In the' for.mer the king Et."1aited an ocot,.sion ,to 

rid nimself : Of · the minister, and (L\ last Ollf,7 presented it• ', 

self.-, .The king Y1as in Burgos,· and· he gave ord~rs to' Don'

ilvaro do Zuniga toseiae the minister, and,;in cat;Je of re• 

eistance on'his part,. to pu·h him to. death. When Don Al.Var()·
de zliniga attacked tlle f s.vori te• s re'aidence, the ministex-
.

surrendered himself, having meanwhilG 'reoeived the king'fl 

assurance that he · would not be , harmed either in his person , 

Or' in. estate~· 2 'J.'his promist Of the king' S' proved bf !19 '

value,: and though Don . Alvaro asked to set hie sovereign,, 

the permission was denied·· him an:d· he· ~,as ini'ormed that he . -

himself, on numerous·oooasions, advised'ngainet speaking to 

those whom one was to imp1~is0Ji~ · 8 He ,vae then taken t~ora

Burgoa to the fortress of Port.ill~l't , near· Valladolid, a, .

court was convened and-the sentenoe'giventllat'he waa to be 

eltecuted and hit head· displayed'. for' several days that it 

lo Dona: Uar!a la. Brava, P• 153 • 
. 2o Lafuente, O~Oit., PP• ·25&-259. 

3·. Croniee. 'de!-iley'jjon Juan II, P• 681. 
e \:; l/ 
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might serve as an example to others o~ the kingdom. such

was the end of the once all-powerful Don Alvaro• and al•

though he protested the injustice ot the puniuhment, h' 

accepted the $Gntenoe 'br"vely and walkedcalmly to hit doom. l. · 

The reason for Don Alvaro's undoing wasmainly his 

·e.aaumption of too mu~h e.uthori tyin. arrang~ng . ~ ~ .rq.a.rriage 

of king John wi~ IS~be~ of.Portll~~~·· I~thi~.a~h~so o~ 
\ • . !, ., + ' ' . ' - ' ' ' • ; ., ~ 'i ';. ,·'...:' ~ .• .

;< • : • ' ) ; l 

pletely indi4ated hi.a ~one.i~e.~a.tion tor no one's will but his 

own that the king's eyes were opened, and although at the moment 
e ' f 1 ~ • r ·, ' \ • ~ I ,} ., ' ' ' ,. ' ... .., ' • ' ~ 

nothing·wae done. the anger in the eovereign'e heart .,rankled. 
'l. I I ' ~ 1 / - • • ; ••·:\ '

King Joh~ V/~S f~riher angereci with his minister becauseof the 
, 

1

, ~ i , • • •, ,. ' r ~ '~ · • 

de~th ·of Alon~~· Perea de·viv~~. Alvaro had leame~ that Vivero 
..,,'/,1

was inteague with ~thers to' remov~ him from office, and being 
'/ f .... ; ',,.•,, ' 

very angered, he hadVivero come.to his house.and then caused 
.. . . ,·

his death. 2·

In ·the plq Don Alv~~ ·is sentenced to death for having 
~ l • ' ..... 

taken.the a~inistration of .justice into hie own hands in the 
,,\ ,. "

case of Vivero, for his assumption of almost unlimited power, 

and for his persecution of the noblemen of the.country. As 
~ ~ : • ' , )I • ' • ~ ' } :, • ·, 

Dona. Mar!a is the slayer of Vivero, hvaro'.a sacrifice of hi1 
'  ' " \ ~ ' :t • ,' 1 ' '. ·, ' . ~ ' 

lite to save thewomanhe loves from punishment create, a 
, I, , 7 I • I , I .>'

romantic elem~nt which is laok~g in history. His ofllmness ill 

'. ~ ~ .; ..

lo {demi PP• 688•6830 
2o Guzma.tu Gonoracio11eq Y, Semhlanzaa OP• 715. 



the :face ot death and his acceptance of his sentence are 

much the ea.me in both drama end history. l 

E'f"er the perfect, loyal servant ot the king, Ue.r-

quina pictures Don·!lvaro•s absolute submission to the will 

of his sovereign as the perfect exmnple of the old idea_ of 

exalted nobility. When the death sentence e.rl'iv•s, Alvaro 

say• to the bearer, the Count ot Pl.e.senoiaa 

Vos dad principio a la letra 

sin temor; que quien os oye 

eabe que, cuando habla un Rey, 

son juaticiaa loa errores. 2 

In his last message to hie king he eapresses this 

same sentiment, 

Deoid, en mi.nombre, al Rey 

que me ha basts.do su. n.ombre

para eeou~e.:ros tranquil, 

eentencie.s <fl• son traiciones1 

que si me h:Lao de la nada, 

no he de ser yo quien se enoje 

que mi pobre cuerpo al fondo 

de donde eal.16 lo torne1 

deoidle, s:!, que una cosa· 

le Dona Mad.a la Brave., P• 199• 
2. ldem, . po 196. 
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sola no tiene pardonesa 
'. '\_ '

que el 88 prive, con mi muorte 
I ' ' ' ' 

t • " 

q~eda. en acechoa..tan vilea 
con ·,t~ ;ilea,· ae;id~~~~. i' 

' '! I, I 

l{~~~ina,has adhered strictly to·histo!1' in t~G sen-
.f I I• \ ',' l) I, \ ',: ,'\,

tence of 'd$ath,delivered in the king's name, and ha, cited 
' .

the toiio~lng ea.us.es, namel.1,· the usurpation of the king's 
. . . l:
, 'i' \

power, the perse~ution of the no~les, the dispensing of Jua• 

tice in his own name, and the arousing ot many ot the civil 
, , , , I , 

w~s with whioh,~he count~ was bu~dened d~ring hii reigrlo 2 

In the drama, ~· ,in hi,to~, Don !lvuo•s property was siesed 
' < • ,I t • !.: 'I. ' • >', '

by the crown and given to the nobles who greedily awaited its 

distt1b~t1ono a· Equally true to faots is the ~etuaal ot the 
' , '. •; ,, '', . ,. ',, 1 , I, . . •

king to see his minister after signing the death warrant. 4 

The king•s remorse is suggested at various times. 

Onoe he says to Santillana.a 

Santillanat ea singul.arJ 
' '

l • ~ 1 : ~ 

eentenoit por desoanaar, 
.\,, (• ;!\' '

1 mi t e.tig~ es mayor• . 5
\• 't' '' 

Again he exolaimsa 

1. !_dem, P• l98e 
2. ldem; · P• :L~7 •. 
3e :Cd~ P• i98o · 
4o l4..~ P• 195. 
5o l4..~ P• 190. 

Al herirle, temo 



hace,/ •i ~eino p~da~o~. 1 
It in real lif~ Do~ ~~~ plotted t~·,ni~ehimself 

I 

\ '; ' I ': ! . , ·; ; ( i, \\ / ,~ ~ > ' ~ ·, ,i · 

actual rw.e~,of. the country: t,or.hi& ·personal. aggrandizement• 

in Maruir;ia~I,play ~~ ~~~  it: th~~oul·~f ~onor, ~eoking. · 
l l ''\ .,t '!:!.,'

oily to perf ol'm aats which. will: be for the greater glory of. 

his sovereign and to~ the ''ileir~e':~,, his country., ;,An.,' dis-
a" 

pe.re.gement·,of bis monarch 'OJ'of his, country~& institutions 
,,. ··i'i , • · r 1 · t ~ ·  · ., , 1 l  • : i 

1 
• ~ 

he resents deeply. One of the .noblesquea·Uons the ·1mpar-
' :.J \ l t ~ 1 ; ; ·; t. , • ;: : } • , \ ' i' ) I t · ~ ~ 1 ; ~ , : ; ; , :. . , ; J :;,,.:,), ·. ; \

tiality of the Chitt juati(Hh&eyingto ilvarot 

que p~~un~ie e,:i'iie Guevara' . · 
'

1

po~que ~~ deb~ el' ~ar~o a·~~-{:2,, ' 

.. , .~n .Alv~o ~how 'g~e,~t 1nd1gna{i!on ~t ~ucb 1a eus~· 
• > •', 1 1 t . 1~ ' (I< • t. f ( l• '

1
< : ' , I'i ; i : • , ~ 

piciont and defends the Justice vigorously, exclaiming, 
l J ,l...

' ~ l 

3
quo es· .. j uaticia. del monarca.l 

:', ; 't ;: : , :~ ~ •

The Alvarode Luna .of the play ie · an extremely ideal• 

ized cha.raoter, ,eelf•saorifieing, ever ze~ou1i :ht hia service 
, ' ; J; .. ; ;' j i I  •  • ~ 

to his master, untiring 1n · h11of forts ·to. be instrumental in 
. \ 
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discovering the plots.of ths.envious·nobles by whom he 1a sur-
' \ '•t

rounded, equal.17 great in. his lovo . tor DonaUar!a. Con-

trasted with the unselfish nature' here depicted, his wae 

l• Ibidem.,\ ......... ( 
2. Ide~ P• 114. 
So Ibidem. ---



really· an a.varicioutr·one, ·.ever ,desirous of more vassals, 
l • " •' \ 

titles, wealth and power.: H~:waa.ve'?' auspioioua by nature, 

andgrew more·soas··timepassed by-.)· .. 

· .. · .. King ,Jolm II ie repraaented, in the d~a.ma, muoh as.

history pi-cturea · him. >He -liked to. hear. learned men talk,i . 

, had a, good . knowledge ot La~t;in,'i'l~ked '. verse and. enj oy,ed · bear-, 

. i.."lg poets' recite. ,2.Althou~1:he .po,eaeased the~e. virt~~a~ he

32

.. was not: industr,ious of . diligent,. ii,tho government: of,· his king-, 

. domo-. He.·saw,the dasperate .. atats,et.affairsf-'Uprisings tre• 
' . ' ' . . ' 

qµently endangered his· person•· ·ht was , a.t times treated wi~h 

little respect, yet he was ,.too,indolent· ~o make any attempt

to.put his kingdom into order., He had· such singular confidence 

• in hiiuui.nister ·tbat ho permitted the, latter to,· control' ~ ~ 

, . .._,, 

pletely the reins of gove~ent1and'only: after many:y~ars o~ 

aboeolute domination did h&,tu.rrfagaiuat h~a favorite. He. waa 

made to be ruled, and after; (Alvaro••·: death was gov~m.ed by

Don Lope de Barrientos and Frey:Gonselo·de Illescas. 3 

'In the person of Dona Marla Lopesde Gumnan JEstuuiga. 

Marquina has ·ombodiod tl10 eltalted· idea. of ,Juatioe.,ot the, Ca.a• 

.til1an race,,and. as,auch an.idealized character.the proves, 

able as, acounte:rpart to. the• character ot Don /t.1va.ro~ ,Dona

!Iar!amakes a definite distinction between justice and.ven-

le Guzman: OetiG:racio.n.~.,-I Se~blanzas.2. P• '116. 
· 2. ~1!!_do1!_• Alao, Gumnana Oronica del RexDon Juan II, PP• 692• 

693 •. 
3. Ge11oraoionoa :rSemblanzns, ppo 713•714. 



seance, and scorns the proffers of Vive:ro•s help against 

the mighty !lvaro. Speaking ot Vivero, ehe says, 

Nunca ve~is que "f'8Jai'i

Juntos au nombre·y el m!o 

que yo por Juatioia pido 

' ' lo quJ ',1 tome' por' ?Gl1gt»1aaS · l. 1 ' 
: ,,, '.,

' \ ' • ' . ' !·'. 1 .': • : .. / ;

king, namely, the punis~~nt of Don Alvaro, she condemns 

. Isabel's motive tor helping her, •a.yinga 
' .. •• ·: > i: ' . ~ • ' ' . i '. ·~, I ' ' ! ' ' • . . ' ! ' '- ' ~ ,,, ' ' \ I~ ' : t '. '. • 

.· El mi~~o ,intere~. en todoe • , .. 
. ,, , '

•. , I

.que baJ;a ,, rai~'a d·.. alma.a&;, 2

death; Dona Mada r~vil.es ·,Don ·Alv~. :in. the p~~se~ce of· all, 
j•I ,• ''', I /;'.', • ,l ·r I/ • j <' •

do~~; so vehemently; fearle.saly' and h~artlessiy·, 'imp~lled 'by

her. love tor her ~~~ and ,her: g~eat s~nse or' '.ju~tio·,.: 13 Hers 

:ls a nature whioh i~ ,great both '1n hate and lov~, ext~mely 
' / /' :·· 1 ' 

~~oud ot.he:r nobility of birth, '.koen ot wit,_qtii:ok to avenge 
} ' .\ I i ~; 

elighto by ·te.ld.ng matters into hGl,' OW hands• 
", l. ~ I \ '~ \ I ] 1 ~ l I 

1
, , , 1 ~ 

Just d she has bee~ prompt to acouse.Alvnro,ot her 
r, 1_, 11 
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eon' 8 .death, SO ·is · ohG prompt . to Contess her ottor and decl~e · 
r'i ~ · , 1 

' \ 

her love, showing real greatness ot soul. Even in the tragic 

hour when death is about.to overtakG·her lover she.retains her 

1. Dona M~!~· la, B~ava, P~' :1.50. 
2. · Idem, P• "151'• 
s •. !~em, p.· 1u. 



,m,,.d sa.Jf'._prophet:l.callya . . , . 

Pero. ~o ,se<oe.lograr~ · · 

l~·. ~l)iotonEJ.s. mtaquinas; 

de,un~(Wllplo·h,.ab,ie heoh(>:sru.inas, 

1 
. , 

V'll ~·. e". e.~te~aran. . :' · 

. i O!i la. ,'.f;µr1:Ja : que; eapsra . · 
' r

impacie~ii~ .de .esperart ·. ; : . . '.: 

: ;feta ,,a. l~ :b.atel.lll .. fi~ra 
. .· ; ' ':., . . : .·'. 

que. ~~~ tendreis .. que ilidi~. 

Es la: ti~rra:,qu~. calcina ,· .. ' 

.. · el sol· y.que no daflores, ' 

· que, oomo,es re,cia, domin&· . 

. sus propi~i, ·dominado:re11 

qut, como no.da lt .. basta, 

c~u nada e,: sttti~fac01 · 

esta' es, O~a;Ul1a,. que hace: .. ,r:

a los hQml.1rea,,.,y losgasta. l 
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By,clost attention to ·dE>tail, lfo.rquina· has r,.recreated 

the atmoophertt of the timea ~. giving· adrama full: :~f. the iin•.,

trigu.e,· at ,thenobloa;' the ever-present Ol'!lbition and ,lust· for

power, ,the:slander coni.inualiy.m.et with'in the court,.e.ndtlle· 

vulture-like g~eed of those who h~ve caused the favorite's 

lo Idem, P• ,2240



downta.J.~; .to·: she.re'. in his po'st,eselons, ·little: considering what 

·their ,ta~e mar- be in tht Qhori span, of a: few inonths. 
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In the minor cberaetere, .Juth ~s·prince Henry, Alonso 

P~rea de Viirero, Co~ :Pelacioa and, :t11e· Count of Plasencia, the 

author gives a. picture·: tr~e ;to., l~tt ,of their plotting ag~nst 

the minister, age.inst :tht \.king• 1 even 'a.gai11st ·on~ · a.no·tlter. sucb

pl,..ta we~ ,frequently;,_,being. disQovered · and caie. :iio. naught, but
I ' ' ' 

at once, ,~~<:touraged, '. a 11ew one was ' formed and Castile was 
' ' 

oontinually -~ the throes ot,,a civil struggle. 
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En Flandes s.e ha pues,o el Sol 

The action of En Flandes ee ha pueato el Sol t~ea 

ple.oe e:~ the time when . Spenitb force.a are besifJging Flanders 

and a . Spanish captain, Don Dbgo Aoun, de Oarv~Jal, is_ bro~ght, 

wounded, to the home ot a lo7al. son of Flanders. The latter's 

young and beautiful daughter, Magdalena, nurses the captain 

and later marries him, aa peace is declared between the two 

oountries. When war again springs up, several rears later, 

the real test of their love comes, and it is then that the 

struggle between love ot country and a personal love wages 

fiercely. 

This play·deels with the struggle of two pers~ne of 

different nationa:Lities to bridge the gap in their ~ympathiea 

by their love for each other. Primarily of interest because 

of its drama.tic value, tho play has a historical. background 

which causes it to be included in this study. The time of 

the action is during the reign of Philip II of Spain, whose 

mismanagement of Flendera is notorioue. Completely uninformed 

on the Belgian character, he despised their manners, was ignorent 

ot their language end no sympathy of 8%11 sort attached him to 

the people. 1 

lo Lafuente, Op. Cit., Vol. lSp po 1520 



The result ot his rule was an ever inorea.eing 

discontent on the par\ ot th; ~~ ~~~ ,·;t· Flanders. The 
monke saw themselves subjectedto the orders of superiors 

who did not,knowthe ~e~lar di~cipli~e,'the,people found 
the~ael~--'wider the'~~ntro:t.' :ot 'to~~igners who~··th~7' ·,dis~.
liked· beartilJ'• Tomake matters worse, Philip. ~ttempted 

to ~~t~bii~h the Inquisition~, The nobles, e~~~~1ally 

Will!em of Nassau, Prin~e ·~, Orange,· resent~d:·the ·g!~ng 
I '.• 

of the government to th• Princess Margaret, end much re-
. • •1 I • I I < ~ l t" \ l

sentment-was also aroused · 'by the stay· of . Spanish troops. 
,, 1 ' ' .; , , • !\ '. / 1 ~ l 1 f 1

in Flanders alter the time limit which Philip himself. hed 

,et for thei~ departure. Wh•n Philip left Flanders.in 1559t 
,- '' . 
', I • ' ~ 

h& promised that the foreign troops would leave within tour 
' ' 

'  ' .
:  ' ~ ··t !<

months. Despite the plea.a of Uar&aret, Philip's sister, 
' . '

• .•. • • ,. 1 •'' 

who was regent in ~anders, more than a ye~ e~apsed before 

the f1·nal departu~e ·• of· the ·so.idie~s to.~kplace. l 
', • I ,,.

The ohiet reason for Philip's atrenuous attempts to 
' '.·.,,'/ • !, ' ,! 

subjugate the Flemings lay in the fact that itonce the Low 
''

Countries were attached to the crown ot· Spairt, they could 

ne~er fall into the hands of France and the latter .country 
•,• ~ I 

would then be almost surrounded by·Spanieh territory, with 

1. Pre~ooit~ William H.s.Histor:y: ot Philip II, Philadelphia, 
1875, P• 4540
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its expansion northward '.out··oft. l: 
, From· the ver7 outset' ot Philip•s rule the, Flemings 

·proved liard ~o menage. ,The':ditficulty·'seemingly; was'more

a· question· of ·tastes and tttanners than · ot blood.,'. · A· 1upe~ 
' . ' ( .. ' .. 
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abundant ·hospitality, heavy eating{ deep drinkine;, .an~···rougb 

ape akin~ · quickly commended :a 'man to'; the F~eminge • Th~s, type 

was the direct· antithesis ot the Spaniard of, tha~ day. The 

latter was sober •and abstemious to (•the _highest degree,., I 

reticent•· ·eens~tive and proud. Philip: was ·a Spa11iard \to the 

·tinge~ tips and as such it,wu· in~vitablo that he 'should dis-

please .the Fl,emings. 2 

Chapman says that tho greatest·. of Philip'-s ditficul• 

ties was ··the warfare with. llii 'rebellious provinces -in t'l1e Low 
'I .,•

. Cowit'ries~ ;, When the va.ot posser.ssio·ns · ot Spain: at '.,that )time 

are ta.teen into account, 'together with the mm1y: vexatiorie they 

caused the crown, it is evident' tla t ·the Hetherlands were a 

trial, ·indeed., in a kingdom alreadyhe.rd·to ·manage. 

· At ·the outaet the causes ot '·discontent .in Flanders 

·were such practices as the Oastilians had objecte¢1 to ,in the 

reign· of .. Charles V, namely, the appointment of foreigners to 

office; the· presence of Spanish troopt; maasurls which were 

regarded as forerunners to an .'?xt,ension of the Spanish In•

le Hume, Martins PhiliR II of Spain, New York, 1897, PP• 20-21. 
2v ;_demt ·PP• 99-lOOo 



quisi tion . to the .. Low. Oountriee J·Philip's policy . of oen• 
;, '', ~ ~ , , ; ' 1 (: ' J ', / ) ' '\ ;. I { • ,, • 

trali~m lll1.d ab~olutiam; . t~e.·; popular aversion . f'.o,. Philip ... : 
• ! • I ~ ' , • ' •. ," , ' ' , ' :., c "' •• ' T 1 ,~ ; • ~, 

. u a Spaniard and. the exceeeivo,.rigorous me$8u.reQ :~· ··;, 
, l J ',,·;:

1 
\1; ·• •

0
' '·: .' ', , ' ,_ ! /' ,', ; , •,e•,l',. •: '··'' . ,;•,, • 

. . ' 

mox-•. bare,h ,in his i~etru,o~io,ne , tor, d~ali11g .~ th l,ler:eties . 
, >I' ' 'f • ", I I' <

than his gerierale were · in exetiutins th.ea. . Alba,. .,(not~d: tor 
• • ' ' • • '. • J ., • ; • ; ; 1, ; ' •., : ' • ' • . • ,, . ' ~ . • • " • 

his s·everit1), . Requesens. (en' able man .whq, tollo"d a ,~ore
' • • ' ~ !, •• • ! . t ' • ; . ' . \ '. . ; • ' ' ' ' .• •, ' . . . ' • j 

these were the . Spanioh go1ernore o t . the period, a1i mil:-. 
; ~ ; < '.:

1 

, ~ 
1 

•• i. '.
1
: • • •• _; '. ; • • ' ; f, . { '· , i ' ' ' >

i tart ~ene ,. ~e elder .e.nd . you~ge~ :Vf~ll+mu Qt Orange ;Rere 
t ·1 ' ,· ' . ' 

the principal rroteaatent leaders. 1 .. 
' • I 1 ' ' ' ! 

.. rres·cott .se.y~ tlat antipa:thy·. to ~he· Spaniards. ii'at . 

a very important. element in tho. discontent ot,. tlt.& Low:. Co~ : ' :. '·' : . ', ·; ..,, ' : ·,. ,., . . ,· ...

· tries. It. bad been hard ,nough to j".'eprees tb.~s .ev•n. ,under 
''. •, . . . ; ; : ' ' ' . . ' '·~ ,· . . ' . . ' . ., . .. . ' '

the rule of: Oha.rlee.V,: who.had. uhown such m.anifeE3t p;r~fer-
, ·,, ';' ',· . i I : > • ·.;: ,!, 1, •.. I - ' :•'.' .• ',:• • ' "

ence for· his· Flanieh subj~ots, anti, unde~,, a monar.ch: ~hoso · 
' . , ,·,, l • • , I ,' '" • • , ,. ' 

,yinpathies, lay. entirel1·.on.· th~ si~e ot. their .r1,ais, .tho 
' ' '1 . ' . ' ' • 

Netherlanders mad.e even mor~. obyioµo "their .. diopl~asure. 
> , ' • • • , .; ) ' I ; ~ : I ' ' I

The contrast in the ohe.re.ctera ot the .. two i nation& 
I I -1· c. I ', > i '• I > ' •' '" • • >

was ~o gr,eat a.a bardl:r to t~rm a poit1t of contq.ct between 

thGnt.• · To a great extent;. th• Spaniard$, themGGlves · ~e• .to.· 
) ' ; ,. .·. ' ;• 

have . been largely· /to blame. · . The1 displS¥ed many noble and·,. 

lo Ohapme.n, Oharles E. t A Histo·a of. Spain, New Yorl<t· 1908, 
'pp~ . 250-2510 ' ' 
~ l i . ·. 
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magnanimous traits at·ho~e.,,o~lebrated both·.!_n hJs~ory 

and.in 1:egendo· On the other,he.nd,· they se9m~d,to..,~!bit 
~ '  '  • ' ' ' ! ' I ', ~ • . • ' •  • . . • ' • . ' C ~ • •  •  ' ' - ; 

:. only :,.tho·· repulsive· sid~· ot,:thei·X"'.o.haradte~to.,.the::.~yes, of 
I' ,, "•' ,, ' ; ' ' I' '. :,• .._r ''.,' ,. ,,:, • ,'.!,, ;,,

·thestranger. · .•~Cold and impenet~able; asawuing· ·Brl .. ~ro-
. ' ' '" ·I ' . .·'',,. , ,' '.; ''•:,\,I,• •·-'
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gent· tcme Of superiority OVGlt evoey ·atha:rnation,:' irt what~ 
• •, ' i • , -• ' . ' ' ! ! ~ 'f •. ' . .• ''.' t 

. . '

· ·or ·the Nttb~rlandsJ 'air allies or .y. enemiea,.:we r~1;1d the . 

Spaniards of: that dq equilly detested, Brought . with them, 
' ' . • • : ' ••. :· ;  . • • • ,' • •  l 

asthe.People of..theNetherlands \Vere, under. :a: oommort,.
' • •.• ·. :, J; • -- ' ' • '.' -· • 

sooptref .a. spirit . o~ comparison ~~  rival_ry ;gr~" ~P• ; which 
•, 

indu'oed a thouoand cruises, of irritation.• l 

Philip.further rouaedthe.hat~ed and reoentment of 

tbo Flomi~ga byhie·rutbleas,policy i~ stamping out he:r,ay. 

· The rearrangements ~: .the. b~shoprics~ hadaroused1.tlle.· l5u.a• 

pioions of t~e Flemingo; ! ~he .fear :,ot the Sp~i.s~ form, of 
' . .

.the· Inq. uioi tion and the knqwledga of, the plan ·to~ ~xtirpa.te 
. . ' .. ' . . 

'Prot~stantism byfire and· sword,· contain<td in .the; secret 

clauses ~t the treaty of Qateau•.Oambreu!a, bad. made,:the 

nobles alert. to d~fend thepriv-ileges that had ma.de their 

country ricll and happy •.. l · 
:rite Duke of Alba. ·tvaSon, ot the most famous '.of,:

SpanishgctiHJrale, and,heit waswhom:Philip taelected for

lo Preseott, ~it., PP•. 43~-440. ., .. 
2.Hume, Martina !,l:!,eSpan,iah. People, NewYork, 1901, P•365.



oareyl.ng out bis des1gua in the Hethel"lando. Alba went 

about tbe ,vori, \tith oo1d. · pree.1s1on, hav!ng no doubts u 
to ·thEa ri.ghttou111ess ot hie acts.,: .FhUlp bad auggeated. 
that the highest noblee · cheuld bo et!'Uck at f1i-et, and 

om1sequmtl.y Uo~10 a..~d ~nt fell on ..the ooaf£old beouus; 

they, v1erc lead.ere of the· lrl.Em.UlfJi'°S• 'll1oy were uacr.ttioed, . 
not toP:horoor~ but ·es a grit4 wwn:d.rtg toot no .tulk of the 
rig,hts of. Fl011dero ag~t Philip's will .would bo. tole~ 

e.tedG: . Thon tbe maseaere ot Flemish men. and women 'begnn, a 

to!'rmdo or• elwghter swe:r!i t!wou.gh the eounti,r, .and despi tt 
ell tllia· cruelty, the Fleminb'rfl bowod humbly to the storm. 

. . . . . ' ·. .· 1 lt wu not until Alba.attempted to.tix the.@lea.ba1a upon 
them, encl ti.t.iey kne,v it memlt the 1010 of tl1e!r ctanercial 

pre-eminence, that tbey rose· fiercely ·to fight, to fight aa, 

they bmd neve,t done for liberty. ·M<t their roligi<1n•.2 ·

It is in a setti11g suoll os tl1i111t in · a time ot oon-

t!nuoue, plots and oounter-plote, ot·heart•ronding deedo of 

d\1t1el tv 011 tho part. of the Spanieb :entl vaiiut attomptu a.t 
.defonca on the 1,8.l"t of the Jletberlanders, that lterquina baa 

plaoed hie dreme. 

, In the character of Don Diego tho author. boo ideal• 

lzed the Spanish soldi~r who fou3bt vel.iently .and, untlinoh-

.......... t'tlt

le A 10% ealee tu.
2. Hurmu DJ...l...§.J2.~eop)..~!.• PP• 36~370. 
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:1.ngly for his country, the type which was ever gallant and 

courteous, motivated by an overwhelming love for his lathe~. 

_ land_. The Spaniards bad been laying siege to a Flemish city, 

when their captain, Don Diego, was wounded and taken .. to. ~he 

home ot Juan Pablo, an ardent defender of Flemish.rights. 

42 

I • • : , • • ,. • ! I ~ • ! 
Though Don Diego was wounded·severely,. he had st~ll sufficient 

' ' '\ ' . ' •,'

strength and gallentr;r·to ,make explanations .in .true Spanish 

. stylet 'J ),. •,1 

, Traigo la pa~•1••la ma.ndan .~es~o: Espana; 

Ya no aomoa, en ,Fland&lh. gent~ extr~aJ ,. 
' ' > ' •

, hermanos .os. soy y en mi herm8l1dad oa ,·.cµento •1 
I ' , I • ' ; • - ' " ' ' ~ 

He makes a. intich, long~r epeeoh re~ating the.. '.story of 
: · · · · I· • : ..-·_ :, ',.,

1
. j· ':·.-..J-.:. •

.his wound, whi~h waa_slltferediwhi:Le he wae. gnllantJ.y .afford• 
I • • , .'~ ' ' ' ' • i • \ , ,', \ ; ' '• ·, • ' - , ', • ; , • ' ' 

. ing prot,ection1 to one. e>f 1;l;le :w-om~m: o~ tht be~i~g~d ,ci~y. · One 

of his .soldiers, Valdes, deaeribea :what ha.pponed, . Do.n Diego, 
: ' • , : , I ' . , ',,';' ,• ,'1· . ,

when raising his hand. to his hat, in:~oken o!, recp~.~t tor the 

womanhe,was. e.iding, ;was wou~dedo, 

Yen eete punto,.el,hierro de un Villano 

pa.rte en su.vena,a la.,indefensa µiano. 

No. ee contrae au .. rostro , de granito. , 
I ni la ville.na aocion.le.arranoa,un gritoJ 

l. En Flandee ee ha I?Ueato el sol, ltadrid, 1918, PP•. 48•49 •. 



incline. el porte, tiende a la ouitada 
"• ' \ ; ... '

la mano ensangrentada 
,, \ r l 

y welve a pronunoia.rt gracias, sen.ores; 
! .s que,ai ~&lo 'he querido' 

: :i ii

a la dama y eu honor, baoer honoree, 
. ,, ., . .. ' , ·. ' ' .

ahora,. con ~s,ta herida;. ,Jlabre podido 

'otrecerl~ :•~'Id.man'~ i'ojas :r1ore,,'~' l · · · 

In having Don Diego exhibit hie noble qualities on 

enemy; ground~. Yarquina be.a created· a char~cte; in ~ontrast 

with that described. by Prescott, wh·o was of th& o~inion that 

they exhibited only the repulsive side of their character to 

the eyes ol the stranger. 
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: According to history, only ,Philip , could. serid' t~.e 

Spanish 'troops:' from Flandera, · and he generally took m~ch ti~ 

b$f ore issuing' :tmy orders·'. t~ his' representati V8S iri Fl~ders, 
' . : / .· . ii . :,. ' ' ,, ·, ' . : ": 

tor his deliberate nature, knew 'no httste. It is. true that. the 

Spanish troops, were often··called '~o tight in' other places'. and 

10 wh'en' Don Diego' tells them o't orders to go to Italy, saying 

that their 'departurt from Fl~ers ·within a few days ie part 

of the conditions of peace, Marquina has not departed from 

the realm of-historioal_poseibil~ty. 

1. Id!!, PP• 53-54. 
2. t_demi · P• 56. 



~t ia a well•known'fact that· Philip 1; was de-

oei ttul and sly of nature, ·ever ·trying to dupe ~he. ~1--

ings, always hoping to. blind them as to his real '1nten-
' .

tions. A pact·-tor ·peace ·to hinrmearit no more, then_ a sc~ap 

of papert and lle·was' ever ready to 1 dGstroy ·any'tGnlporary 

calm which he had pennitted ·the' Ne~b~arlondors .by. a ~ew

attempt to force them· to: submission~·- · 
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'l'hus,,.the peE\ce announced·by Don Diego in·the_first 

act of· th& play proved to be·'.suoh· a· peace, and_ in th~ ·secottd 

act tl1e old' Flemish spirit remains unconquered and 011.ce mo~ . 

springs torlh, urged by thtf unceasing efforts ·of .'J~an ·p~blo, 

who has never become reconciled to hie daughter's marriage 
' , '.. ' ,-,' . '

to the Spaniard. ·· Once more it' may . be said that tll~ author 
' ' ' '

bas given. to his play. vori'eimilitude, 'for. in this part:, the 

action co'rresponds very closely, .to Philip':s polioy of. lull• , 
, I ; ' , 

' ' . 

i11g the suspicions ot the Flemings by ottering a, paac~ whlch 

he had. n'o' intention of keeping. 

After a lapse of several years. Don Diogo is found 

elevated to the rank of Counsellor of Justice, and is pur- · · 

euing vigorously.the rebellious Flemings, inflicting punish•

•ent where 'in his opinion it is du&, while Juan Pablo has 

been no less earnest in his-work.for Flanderso In the pur-

suit ot his duty, Don Diego's character is typically Spanish. 
, , 



pursuing .and ·1mprisoning th·e· Fieminss, despite ilia. gr~at 
lov~} tor Magdalena~ The i~tt'er 1s·. entirely ignorant . ~f 

these' affairs~ &nd is o~y able 'to 'realize' the horror ot ' 
tbie s'it~a.tion,' that h~r· bus band it actually impriso;ning 
her own counteyment 'iihen she is appeeled to byJ3erta, onJ 

of the peasant women, v.110 pleads with her tor protection, 
' ( :r

and exclaims• 

• ., j l ' ·~. . •. ; .i . , : ' ' ' - . ! . ~. '' ' ) 

quien ee lltvo, ,con sus_le.n1as, 

pri~ionero~: ~ 'rids. hijo,i 1. ,

45 

In .. this aspect, Don .,~iego .. ti.ppears less ~d~eliz~d. 

and more trul.y·tbe Spanish ttpe:of history, ru~~1,s •. in bis 

pureuit ot'th~·enemy •. Yethic, rtob,ility iee~l'ln more:~p~ 

ent ·~· few minutes later, .when' ha· d~fiee. the Span!.s~ ·~oldiers 

to take· Juan Pablo fr~m the· protGcU.on o'!. hie· ~ome, end,.· r~ 
' ' . . , ' ~ . - '. .

fusing to honor the mandate .se~t by the govex-no~s.eneral! ho 
' l I , . ; / i - ': ,' I, , ' ··1 ,'

delivets himself to the Sp~sh soldiGl'S. for his ,tre.aaon. 2 
! 'I ,, '

.To strengthen the hi,etorioal aspect ot tho play, Mar-

quina. has on" cif his chara.ct'ers mentiort .the Duke o~ Egmont, 

who was put to death a, the. time,. of· ,the Duke of Alba~ Ex-

lo Idem, po·8011 
2. tdein, P• 109 o



plaining to Magdalena why the Flemings are being sought 

by the Spaniards, Hane, a peasant saysa

Todo el Brabante hiso pacto 

de eangret todos quisimos, 

oomo en tie.mpo~ del de,Ep~n,t1

correr, Juntos el peligroo 1 · 

The author has not adhered to chronology, tor ha 

. he.a an order .!or the ar~aat ot Juen Pablo, promulgated by.
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Albert, Archdtdte ot Austria, sent to Baron Montigny, chars--
, . : 

ing the latter to a eek · the plotter and oarry him to the 

tribu.nalo 

le Idem, P• 79. 

Por Espana, y · la muy ·. noble · 

Oatolica. lla.jeeta.d ,. 

del Rey Felipe; JOt Alberto, 

• 1 I";.

Af'.Chiduque de. A~stria, uaando · 

mi mando y, mi autoridad · 

y,.en estos Estado.s Ba.Joa, 

goberne.dor,. vengo a dar , · 
, 

a voe, baron\Uuntigny, 

de mis lanzas, Capitan, 

orden que, buaoando al diohb 

) '



.. , 1'· J

pintor ,.Juan Pablo Godart,,·

· 'le'· prendils 1 entrega de , el 
hagaia a: mi tribunal,.:..i 

The Archduke·.Albert·, o t · .AuBtria ·waa .. me.de governor-

general ot the Netherlands· in l596t , while the s.eiaure and 

execution ot baron Montigny;occurred during the time of 

the rule· of tho ,Duke of ·Alva, in the year 1568.,.? , ,' ,, 

: · Fu.rlher· discrepancies. in cb.ronolofg may. ·be, f~u!1~. 
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in the· story o:f' :the second: uprising depicted in t.h~i play •. 

Don Diego' is fr~ed from prison.by his'enemie1, ~h~_F:l.~ngs, 

when· their uprising is succeaetul end the Spanish troops 

are tighting in Italy. Uander,, an ,e~~est, almost tanatic 

Flemish patriot, brings -news of the state of a.ftaira to 

Magdalena.· . 

Traigo nuevaa. que ·os tooa.ran, 

a.servos como antes orais,. 

todas .. lns fibras,delalma. 

Nos env!a el ·.·de· '<Alenqon, 

con dos mil oa.balloG, -Fra11oial 

nuestro pd.noipe; i.raurioio , 

· vi ens·· con gente de. Hoianda 

le Idem,, P• :'lOOo 
2. Grattan, Thomas c. t H,olland! The Histoa of the Ne:t;herlands, 

New York, 1901, P• 1470 



1. q~uparon. ya., . _9-, .rurtl>e;r~•, 

,:1n resiet.enoia.,. el tµ.~~zarJ 

+nsl~terra, ~on -~ll t~ine., 

tleta. naves que nos val.gens 
• ' ·, I , • • • • • ~' ' l' . , .- . _ , : ' \ ; r • , _ , 

1 con .ciue ya somos Europ.a. o 
• \- , , · • r , ; •. • ,. , : l ~ , 

. Previously in the play,, the. time haa :been. given. a.a 
• ; • • ' ' ; • 1· . • • ' , ' : ' t • ' I • /' '. J .,.,. ' '.) I :,,, ,'~ 

during ,the.rule .of Albert,.Archduk,.ot Austria, in.1596, 
• ' , ~ ' I t ; ' I , I " '1 , ' I { ,I ' t 1 : " l ,: I/. ' ' ~ • (,

and the actio_n, Juet ~eferred, to tak.es pla.ca some. time. latero 
' ·, ~ l ~ . ' ', ·. ,· , ' ' : ,' ·. · ' • • ·~ \ ) \ , .• · • . , 1 · ~- •, '-. .'. \, \ ( , , • \ , 

. The D~ke _of ,AlE)ngon, at, the head of a large army_
~ . •· 1 t · ! • , ; , :. , , :, , . , ; ··1 \ •• ~ • ; . . . .' ' .' - , 

and v,1ith the i'lov1er of French no'Qility, did aid the,Nether-
, ' • ,· ' ' •• 1 ' , . ,·, , ' ~ . , I , r ; I < • , . I ' __ ., 0. , 1 • / • , '. ,, i f; I ·, • • '~ " : , ;

lenders, and was received, vri..th,mucb joy •. However, his ,de-
• '1 , , , : • 4 l < • J , j \ \. ', • I ~, . c , '· : ! I, , , ), . ,;• •, ,J ... \. l,.' " 

s.ire tor g~ater power lf)d ~i.m to att_empt, to seize Ant.wer_ p 
' 1 ' • • ' ' · ., , I , 1 ': , \ , ~ ' \ ~ , , : , j ,' · , . , , < • , , t '• 

tor bis own, in whioh disgra.Qeful enterprise _be. _was.· d•f eated 
. . .: i . . . . . . . ' : ·' ' "' .... i ,,) • ' : ' ~ 

and to.reed to flee to Termonde. This was ill; the year 158~. 

48

A new treaty was negotiated, c~mf'~~ng Alen9o_n in his _fo~er 

station, with renewed secH.tX'ity against any future treachery on 
! , , I, t , .' , , , } i. ~ . , , , • • ; • , •, 

his part. H~wever, ttbefor,a h~: -~~uld assume sufti.cient conf:1.-

dence age.in to face t~e country h~ had, so basely injured, his 

worthless existence waa suddenljt ·terminated, some thought by 

poison." 2· 

One further inaid.ent. ot tJie. play calls tor comment, 
) I ' '' ' ·,. ~ • ~ ' ' ' : '. . '. 

l. ~~des s~ ha puesto el sq,l, P• 1350 
2. Grattan, Opo Cit., PP• 185-186 • 

. , ----· ,. 



and that it whe,n the Spaniards depart tor Leyden. Diego 
'. ' 1: .; .{' 1. ; ~ ; ' ·. ', ; .: i ~ J ·, ; '- ) ' ,-L-l . 

at first re~uses. to join them, but finally his Spanish · 
,.; ; ,,, , I• 'I ,' '; : : J • /'. \! '' , ,

bloo~ prevailet ~d pe ruslles ~th ~he Spanish ttoops to 
, , •,, ' ;I ' ,· . 11 ' • 0 

their attack on the. city. Here, again, the author has 
• ' l ~ • \ • ~ • ;; ' ' I ; i ; • ) /' ' ' ' t ' •\ ': • > 

l ~ ' ~ . . • 

failed to keep the chronol~gic~ sequence or ·events, tor 
,; ·i. I ' 1 ,' I 'I'' • •

the siege qt LE>yden . occurred in the. year 1574, end·. ,,as 
/ ; • I • I > •) '. l ) I ,.' ' > 1 :I . \ \ \ ' ; _ ' '. / ; ; L • " . ' '.. ~ ,,

. quite memo~e.ble from the miltture of heroism and, ho~ror 
' • • ; ' • I \ "• ' ,: • ' ,' ; • ; ' I ~ I ', \. ;; ' .! > i ' I ; • L ' ' i

: ~here. displqed. The Pr~noe .o t Orange, to aid th~ in.; 
.. • ' ' • ' •\ . ' ' : . . : • ·, ' ' i .... i 

habitants, ordered all the dikes to be C')pened and the· 
1 ' ~ I ' . , '. \ ! ~ ' . '. '! ; - '• ; ' I 1 ' : • • ' r F : ] ' ·\

sluioes raised, so that . ~h'. beai~gers._ were swtpii . ~ws:,

on .thf!3, waves of the ocean. l 

Iri ,all, of these instanaest while ,a.11:tng to adhere 

to chronology; Marquina has kt4'pt to the .spirit ot the 
' ' .. '; ' ' . ': 1, : ' ' . '1 ' • ' ; ... ,· \ ·'.,; 

history of the Notherlandeo , ~he ~kt of Alen~on · d:1~ ,send 
• • I ~ ;'', 

help to the people of. F~anders,. ~d the Sp~ards we:e de• 

fee.ted in the b~ttle of.Leyden, as the7 are depicted in 

this .play. 

The oharaoterize.tion. ie realistic, Especially ia 
I

this true in the treatment of the Flemings, who stand torth 
•I , l . • 

here .~n all the f ·~~n· of patriotism. · Mander proves to be 

the most rabid of all in his hatred ot the Spaniards, and. 
I', ':, ' '

moet convincing in his actions and dialogue. He is con• 

49 



awned by· an inward flame, always urging him t~ !~rther · 
: 1 l 

efforts tor his country,. and is· .impatient of any who t~~, 

in bia, opinion, in their duty to 'Flanders,. When peace is 
; ' I I. { \\ ~ . ' ' ' t I ' \ I

first announced, he·· declaresa 

~{le que ··a Mtinder··1e· 'erio'Ja 
• 1 ' ;

~eoibi~ 'aqu!' la pai 

de enomigoa a quien_o~a. 

QUO eatoy Contra ~Spana, iguo.l 

qua en aquellas'. negraa · ho roe 

oucndo.llevaron a Flandes 

con ou pr!ncipo a la horca.eo 
;· t 

Ho ae quejara Juan l?ablo 

'' de m!; eua ~rdenea todas 

he Cu.tilplidoa sov! ,sentes, 
', , ·.· ' , ' '

alee pueblos, oompre oboaasJ 

donde. hubo hogar, a.rrime, 

para la guerra, mi ant~1:.chaJ 

ei hoy eon la paz ~; hale.gen 

e. m.{ la pa.a. es, odio~a., · 

y marcho a Holandas fllli j unten 
. . . '

'!

, . . 1 · 
nueatros pr~nc~pea eua tropaso 

so 



Though hie appearances on tbe scene are few,, Man-

der invari~bly reveals hie hatred for the toe, as well ai 
..

a personal hatred fox- Don Diego. 
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In the peraton of Juan Pablo, the author hes created a 

loyal Fleming of a tif!erent type, . one not . e.n~mated en~irelr, 

by hate· for the Spaniard,: but· by·a great .desire to, better the· 
" , \ •1 I, , ,. • • ., , ' • ', f ,' ; , , ~ 

conditions ot hie ®forj'.uriate, countryllen~ Willingly end un'-. 

· tiringly, 11.8 gives ten years· o,t hie life to work' tor his 
~- , . . • I . ~ l ,

,. ' ''• '

country. Speaiing of his past years of labor to' bring about 
'' ' ' - :. , ,1 • ! \ • ,, ' • '

a unic,n in the eff'orte ot: the Flemings, he announces his in-

tentiono of dee1eting in the tutur~, sayings 

Ya no corrora.n por m!t 
. '

como corr.ieron, las lagrima.s 1·· '· ,

di a la venganea · dies aii.01 

por Flandess · los que me talten, 
I • • , , ' ~ 

no es mucho darlos a Dios 

para las c,uentu del alma& l 
' ' '

The domina.ting·charaoter, Don Diego, ta one whoso 

pride as a Spaniard and whose "love of honor and country are 
. ' 

depicted htre 1n all their gl.or,. While winning the battle, 
l _1·, 

ht proves able to.· be most· mai_t1~imoue and noble, · of tering 
• , ., ·1 

protection to the vanquished, and showing a resistance to 

lo Idem, P• 117~ 



pain that ls admirablea Freedom at the hands of him G11ealie1 

ia to himtbs greatest possible sf front, and.bis action oil 

being delivered from prison by the Flau.Dgs ta quite in keep-

ing with hie proud chara.otw. AG Juan Pablo save of h!ma 

• > 

que, leones aeosadotsi · 

a escog6r• maa1os ~la 
> '

debar la. CMGrle a·100 suyos

qu0 la vida' e. geute' extrriiao l 

·Hiatueyu1,dn finding out tbc,identity of ·hia de-

liverers tnows no bounds, ~~  he w0.1.nd:.1 Mandor eeverelJ 1n

hie .e.."lsere Farfrom ragratt:bia hie net, he fGols that it 

has111 BOBO measure1i,i·tiea.ted the a.timi&ot ba:111g delivered. 

b,Jhis enem!oa. 

Thoaonolua~oncto beclro.w fromo.study of tbe

author• a treatment ot th&.we.ra !n Fltt11det•s are i•o.tlier obvi• 

om,. Tho a)..ma,t innu.t1erable UI>rio!nge,· sieges, battles, 

deeds of volor and note fl:.· treacme17 wbich oocuwed in the 

Nctberlonda dtir!.11a tho reign of Pl1il!p I:t off er anpl& oppor-

tunityto-r o.·plot of the nature o.f''E..111 Flandos em ho. pueeto 

ol 0011' to bu developed and Uo.i9quina has proved a.dept at 

catching thG opirlt of tho timoao 

......... t$1112 ... 
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In this kind of play•' ,there .. ia no· rea; necessity 

·for· ·adhering. closely to chronology. · Marquin~ ha.a. :J;laid 

that he· had no·. intentions of confining himself· strictly 
!, • ," ' ·, ,.. . ,. '

to historical· tacts, b~t that he strives to .use history· 

. as a··ba.ckground, and to give to his plays a certain.veri~ 

. eimilitudto I This he ~as undoubtedly done, for, i~. his play 

the, noble Spanish warrior once 'more has lite, tht, patriotic·· 

Flemings are present in all their zeal for liberty. and their 
' . '

oppression at the hands of the, Spaniards. Tbe ruthless 

governors app~ar true to ~hair charact.er, plotting despots, 

ever ready to take vengeance upon th$ slightest pretext. On
' / c • ' '

the other hand, there seems to have been, no real .. reason wh:, 

the· author, · in thie case,. should not ha.Ye adhered more 

53

closely to chronology. Tho play would have bean quite as, 

effective had he mentioned facts in chronological order,. and 

the historical background would thereby have been strengthenedo 

Leaving asid& the matter of chronology• Marquina has 

drawn charaoters true to history, not based on individual 

men and women, but drawn from the aggregate of patriots, 

soldiers and despots known ta ·have existed at the time he 

has portray.edo Thes~ che..ractera he, has ma.de convincing, 
I 

largely through his discreet choice of historical background--

through the creation ot an atmosphere which imparts the im,,-



5.4

; ' I .,. 

preasion, of th~: times, wit~o~t·~' in itaelf, b?ing et~~i~~ly

historical •. It is an impression given bf. a ~ixture, ot , 
" l ; . , ; ~ J } !, ~ '. ; :' ; . ' : . f '. -/ . '\: .\ '~ • ' , ' ' , ' ·: ;_ l . '/ , • ' ' ~ ~: I . ' ,/J j 

th• ideal. and the reel, the bistorical and the fictiti.o~e, 
. \.. ' i ~ ; ·~. ' • ' j. .: : '' ' ' ; I I 

interwove11 akillfully by areal poet. 
I I ; \ ~ } ;



La Aloaideaa dJ Pastrana. 

In La Alcaidesa de Pastrana, Eduardo Marquina h~s given 

a study of tne.oharacter of Santa Teresa de Jesus,· contrasted 

with'that of the Princess of Eboli, in.which he bases various 
' 'dialogues and episodes of his book on her own words as found in 

her Fundaciones. l 

· Teresa is represented as an unusually ~trong oha.ra~ter 

and a natural leader. Having the respect and love ot the sis•'

tars in her order, she returns their affection with an almost· 

maternal feeling. Upon her arrival at the convent ot Pastrana 

after an al>sence·of some three yearSt she is greeted by~- respect• 

tul silence, which she reminds the sisters is rather overdone, 

saying, 
Bien ~e esta el respeto, 

hijas, mas no tan escueto .
que quiera pasar la tasa. 

Uujeres sois; yo mujer; 

que no nos podemos ver 

ya haoe tree a.nos, noun d!a. 2 

The story is en episode between Teresa de Jesus and the 

Princess of Eboli, at the time when the latter has defied ell .
rules and regulations.of the order which interfere with her oy;n 

inclinations. The whole episode here depicted is imaginative, 

l~ La Aicoidesa de Pastrana, Madrid, 1911, P• 80. 
2o . !<!em, P• 24. 
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as the autllor·himself'says in his _commerits'upon the play, but as 

he· goes on ·to tell, he has tried"t'o confine himself within the 
' · . · C . l limits of a probable historical interpretation. 

It' is ·,a historical fa.ct ;that the 'pri~cess' of .Eboii ~nterad 
: I f f is 

the convent of Pastrana. Aoaord.ing .. to ,Froude, the 'princess, the 
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# ,. '' . . . . . . . .. . . ' ', '. .. ' '... ·.. ' '·, .·:wife of R~y Gomaz, was· the famous. ·Ana· de Mendoza.. Desir~ng excite:-. 

ment, 'she conceived the plan of founding a nunnery,' and ha.vi~~- ~aard

ot. the 'Nun ot Avila, 'she eummohed her to. Pa.stren'a. . Tere'sa had n~t .
' ' ~ ' • ,, ' • ' ' ; . ~ ·1 • ' } ' • ,. ... • 

•.. ' i • . ' • ' ' • :' , ' ' '. ' ·, . ' ·1liked·the letters of the Princess and was loathe to_go, ~ut ~uy Gomez 

was ·too great a man to be offended and 'her confessor told her that

she must· goo,· 0n her ·arrival there she 'f~und 'that' 'a ;rio;El~s had 4-
ready been· ohoeen and that the'·convent was to be only'' th& plaything 

' ,' ' I 

ot a fashionable lady. 2 
, ' . ' . ' . . ,, . . ' . ·. ' ' '.. 'Ruy Gomea apparently had more intelligence in suoh matters 

than his wite,·and.·tu1· a result of his interference ·th~ prioress was 

withdrawn and the oonvent was started· on the uaua.i conditions.· At 
. ' '

his doatht Dona Ana·insisted;upon entering the sisterhood. She.took 

the habit,· Fathex-·Mariano having'provided her· with a speci·af ~re_s~ of 

rioh materials tor the occasion~ 'Yet in leaving the world fot- the 

convent, ohe had left behind rieither·har pride nor her self•indulgence, 

• and besides llaving a special maid who1U she had brought with her, she 

forced the other sisters to wait upon her as servanis. 

Teresa had gone back to Toledo,: al'ld in her absence the Prin• 
• ! . ' ' . ! ' oesa had quarrelled with the prioress and had left the convent in high 

l. Idem, P• 79. 
2. F"roudet James A. a The Spanish Story of the· Annada, New York, 1892, 

P• 1910 



anger, returning to her castle a11d stopping the allowance on which 

the sisters depended. Teresa, whtn · she heard what ~ad passed, 1 

ordered the removal of the establishment to Segovia. 

In the Book of Foundations, one learns that ·the monast~.rf 
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of the nuns was held in great esteem by the prince and princess, and 

that the latter was very· careful to treat tbem well down to the de~t~ 

of prince. Ruy G~mez, "when the devil, or perhaps because our Lord P.er-

mitted it-~His Majesty k:now&th why, sent· the pri~o'~sa .here as a nun, 

in the tumult other grief for her.husband's death. In the distrees 
' ~ • it • . ' ' ' , t • ' ' • • • • 

she was in, the obssrva.noe of encloaure, to which she had never been 

accustomed, .could no~ be very pleasant .for herg an4 the prioress could 

not give ,her all the liberty ·she desired. She became displeased with
f ' •. I \ l ' ; < - • • " ' • ' • ~ •

her and with· the fifteen numf, so 1t~at, even after ehe ha.d laid aside. 

the habit and while living in her own house, theywere still an offense· 
: • ,I j i • . ; . . . ~ t '. • J , • '

to. her. The poor nuna were ,living in .such ~iaqu;et _th~~ I str~ve w.i~h 

all my might, imploring the ~uperiors to remove t~~m, tha~ they·might 

come to Segovia, where, I wae then founding a monastery, as I saall 
; ) . ' . ·. . -\ ', ' ,·.. ': ·,' ,. '•

mention furiher on., Thith«>r they came, leaving be~ind :~l .. ~hat the 

Pf'.inctss t\ad given th~int but ,bri11ging with.:.,t~em. certain. nuns whom the
1 ' , • ' • • • • • ' • ~ t ,,'< K ' 

princess ,had ordered them to admit without any dow~ry." ~ 

The princess.insisted on becoming.a Carmelite nun, the nuns 

go.ve heJ:i a. habit, and eh~ demanded. that they admit at the seme time 
,· • • I ' ' •• • 

two peraqns as novicee whom she had brought with .. her. The prioress 

objected, .but after consultation \vith the prior the novices were re-

1.·Burke, John J.a Saint Teresa of Jesus, Nev, York, 1911, P• 508. 
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qelved •.. Nevertheless, th11 demands ~f. the prinoeas grew. and · 

at last ehe insisted on admitting her,visitors.within tho 

oloistors ·and on having two maids .to .wait upon hflr• Finally, 

her self-will. exhausted the patience ot the prioress, who told 

, her that if sher did not permit them to. keep the rule their 

mother. would remove them from Paetra.na.. . At that the . princ_oss 

left ·tho house and retired into one ot the hormitagos in the . · 
' ' ,, . ' .

garden,- had a door, made in.the wall and admitted all her trien~s. 

to aee her in her nun's dress, doing just as s~e _pleru,ed.: .Final~ 

ly she left the convent, but she.also lett tho nuns.to strugg~~ 

with povatiy, tor the alms provided them by.,Jieraelf and .husband 
1 were withheld. 

Elliott, in a. preface. to the life of .Senta Teresa, ear~ 

that when the nuns received nmvs ot the resolve ~f the .princess 

the mother-prioress, Isabel of s. Domini• exc~a.imedt "Tho prin• 

. ceas a nun: I look Oll the house as ruined~ 11 2 ·. 
From these observations it is evident tllat: the princess 

actually made herself obnoxious to tho gentle sisters of_ the_ 
I l

convent. and that her leaving ite walls was caused:by her dis-

pleasure at the restrictions that they·triod ·to impose upon her. 

· '!'be author ha.a adhered closely to the toregoing state-

ments in ao far aa the oharaotor and disposition of the princess 

are concerned. · The above taeta indicate her pride, her lack of 

consideration for the rules ot the convent, and her worldliness. 

lo Burkes OJ!-Cito P• 508. 
2• Idem; P• XXXVt 



In he ~caidesa de 'paotra.na the·princeashae sent .for the 

·Kin •s·mess~ngor, Antonio Perez, and propoues.tolao.v:e the 

for the court. I... . • .. Peres warns her of.Santa Te~esa, 

Preven:J..d 

vuestrae astuoias, Dona Ana; . ; 

. .
. . que eeta en Pastrana, .Y bable 

,Yo miemo a J.a monja de Avila . 

y ella osa. a todo.-•Y' au voz 

no ·tuvo son,· de!>· amenaza. 

To this the ,princess made a. reply in keeping ,11th her 
; ·. ~ : : ' ·' : . '

charaotor as deduced .t"rom hist<>rical. sources. 
'

~stando en mi oasa yo, 
1.temere a nadie 811 mi ca.ea.! 

Sobre que eon mujercillas 
• ' I . , .. ~ 

l 7 vos viniste1s.con;ansae. 
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Rep~oved by ·Teresa de Jesus for admitting Sl'.1·. outsider, 

the princess replies, true to her character~ tllat she is inhe!" 

own ho~ae! and def!ef? her as to whioh of the .two.has mort8 author-

ity there. 

The author has turtn;er adhered to f aota in treatment of 

the princess , when, at the .height of her anger, ,after Teresa de 

Jastts ha.a .intim~ted that she might ej eot her from .thQ convent, 

she gloatingly says that the !ting hae not yet signed the docu• 

ments of donation, and that oonsequentl7, since she is in her own· 
·2home, she canno~ be ca.st ,from,it. 

1. La Alcaidesa de Pastrana, P• 57• 
2. Idem, P• 61. 



' ' 

Thie speech conforms closely to what is known other 

through the writings of Santa Teresa. and oommentat~r~~ Es.sen• 

tielly frivolous at heart, it is easily seen ho,w. quiok;y,'the 
' l I I ,

'I

religious lite would bore.her, and how her love °'t in~rigu~· 
j 

60 

and luxury would lead her 'to seek the world once more, even at• 
1 ' ' ~ • • • • " ~· ' ••

temptintf to . bring it to her quarters in the convent. , , Of, _such 

8. disposition, she would have no hesitancy in admitting an.out-. 
,, l ·. ' .... , 

eider to herapa.rtmont, strictly against the rule of the order. 

Equally in keeping with her dispositi9n is her, arrogant speech 
' ' ' ' l • • • 

when she retr~ots her ~ft of tbe convent, and claims to ·. be a 

law unt·o herself. . 

Marquina, in diaouaaing the P1"inoess of Eboli, so.ya.a. 

"Tho st~y of· that turbulent spirit · of fboli a111ong the si~tets 
' .

. of Santa Teresa must have been brief and unfortunate for al.la 
' '

The Sa.int lets thia be understood in a letter written when the 

princess had already returned to the courit in_which sbe sa.ysa

I am deeply sorry for the sisters in Pastrana.; although the 
l princess has gone to her houee, they a.re like oaptivoa." 

He elucidates tllia by. saying that evidently· the prince as, 

besides causi11g great disturbanco during her ata.y · at the convent, 

continued· to be a source of vexation and distress to the sisters 

e~en aft~r her withdrawalt due to her desire for revenge. 2 
' rt 1 

Explaining hie work, Marquina. makes the tollowing state'-

ment a "I have already said, on other occasions, that I never in'-

tend to bind myself by the material or chronological demands ot 

1. Idem, P• ao. 
2. fbicfemo 



the rele.tio,n, .. 1~ these dramatic interpretations of , deede and 

persons of former times. The moral outline of the soul, not .. 
; ' .•. ' . ,· . . . . ., . . . . ·, .... , l 

'{;·~t~~·

the materi~ ,facts of the. anecdote, is what I am try~ng to set 
,,1 

forth. · .

From .a oareful examination o.f the work in que~tion, the 

author's intentions appear.to have.been well.carried outo .In
~ • ' ' ' • • -t, • -, ' • • ' ~ • I.\ .
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oharaoter Eboli.oonforms ol~?ely ~o.the impression,on~ gains fr9m 

reading discussions o( her. by Sant,a Te,resa herself•: ~e. autbot, 

ae he says, has not confined hims.elf strictly. to .. historyo F~t ~x-

emple, he.departs slightly therefr,om in the matter of the departure 
' ', ' . ' '. ' ·, ' ' . '/ . t - ' . ,, . • 

·of the princess from the convent. · Historically, she left of her own 
• , • • 4 it ; . ' ' , ' ~ 

volition, though in a tit O·f temper. · In. Marquina• s dx-ama she is 
• ' ', ' : I ; ' ' ,,. l, ' I 

practically forced to leave, much to her surprise an.d di.sp_ .. le.aaure • 
• , , ' ' ' ' '", l' ! •

As a. character ~onttast, nothing ~ould be stronger than 

th.at of the princess ·and Santa .T~r~aa. ·. The lat~er appears here in 

all dignity and.majesty, adored by the sisters of 'J;he order• un-
• • • • , l • • , • ~ \ , 

tiring in her energy ~d unyielding in her rel:Lgious ideals •. 
• i ' I '; • • I. ,' .,

Much can be learned of Santa. Tererst\' s character- by a study 
. • • • . ', • • . . ,.. - A

of her letters. That she was a woman capable of taking an active 
' ". , • '· ' ! ' ' ' • ' : ' l • ' ~ 

part in business affairs, able to hold her own in oompetition with 
, ' , ' ' ~ , - ' ' 11 

others, is. quite eviden~ from her writings, In one of her letters, 

writing to Pedro de la Vanda about the purohase.ot a house, sbe 
. . . . . • r , , ' . . ·.. ' I 

says, "Tbe.:;houae appears ~l right to :me, though there ~e nee4ed 

.more. than fi~e hundred duc,a.ta to, prepare it fo,r habitation.~ 2 

le Idem, P• 810 
2. F'"uente, Don Vicente de la: Escritas de Santa Teresa, in B. A. E., 

Madrid,,1879, vol. 55, p. 29. 
' t ,, 



In a letter to King Philip II a.he furth<:3r shows her 
. .

· ability to deal· with peopb ~ being skillful. in t~1e _delicate 

a.rt ,of. tla~tery. 0Ua.y His·Ditine ·uajeaty wa.tcp._9ver.;1.9;u a.a 

many years as Christianity .has . need of you. , . I1;, i.~ in~eed a 

great relief. tor the labor& and pexaaeoutions_ w~iob .. a.~~ ),n it., 

that Go
1

d has such a great d~fender and. supporter_ Jo~. B~.e .. ~church
'. ' l as is . your majesty.~ . 

·Remarking about he~·bl.lain~es. apility,. Elliott has said 

that thia nunt rated by non•Oa:~holic writers as ··a dreamy mystic, ,. 

was a ·good buainess manager. Though so often r,ap{ int~ th~ 

oelestial'. regions of holieet thought aud love, , S_f¥l,t~. '.1-'!r.eea was 

the reverse of a: dreamer, knew how .to drive a go,od· b.argain, 

borrowed :money Eidva."ltageously, end quiokly Zathom,ad •!aknees 
I'> 

of character in the men and women with whom she dealt' •. ·~. 

limil Reich, in hii uwoman .through the _ages••, ea.yea 

'*It· ia a. customary impression that ,Santa Teresa ;is ~ne, .~f. t:he .. 

most abnormal and eostatic saints. Ir1 real;ty aha is a.· typical 
,'- ''··,. ,, ,,,'.... ,, ; '

l'eminine representative of Spain.. To .treat her. as one ~part is 

to utterly misunderstand he>."'·• She ia womanly passionate with 
• • .. • ., ' ,' t, 

all the· imaginativeness of her nationality, and a& .praotioal in · 

tlle· reconstitution other order as 8Jly French housewife in the 
. 3 

management of.her houaeholdo. 

Further indication of h_er energetic and practical 

1. Idem, p., 27. 
2. B~: Op. Oitu · P• xvU •• s. Reich, ~la Woman through the ages, Now York, 1909, P• 215. 
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nature ma.J'. be found.in the comments ot Froude~ ,Speaking of 

the founding of the conven~ at Medina del Campo, he relates 

that .tho courtyard walls were in ruins,. that :the <loors were 
' ' . ' ' '

off their hinges, the· windows shutterless,. the root .fal.len 

in, th.~ single roo~ which would ha.ye to s.erve ~: a chap~l 

half o?en t~ the air and l~tter~d. with dirt and. rubbish;. : 

When San~~ Teresa arrived there, only four hours of night 

remained. I~ was here that her energetic n~ture oame into 
' ' . '. ; ' ,,· '
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play. · She sent . the sister~ to clear the dust from the . chapel .•. , 
~ ' . . ' ' . ' ' ' . . . '

,, .

In the garret, the only spot on the place. that was waterproof, 
,· ) ,t ' , ., .-· " . ' .. '. 

were tapestries· and bed-hangings. ~hese woul,¢1 protect the 
• ' , ' t 

el tare Having no. nails t .. they. seour.ed euc~ . as• they wanted. by

picking them out of the walls. By dawn the altar was tur-
. ' . '. : ~ . ' . '. . . ; ' '

nished~ the,bell was hung, mus WU said, and the convent 
. ·. ' ' ,, .· ' " '' l '" 
was an instituted fact. 

There ia another side to ·· her character equally woll 
' ' ' \ ' ; ' '

developed and more interesting., It ia the mystical element 
' . rr. '/ '

entering into hex- praotioal nat"'re, that casts .a glamour of 
' ' ' ' ' ' t I ; ·, ,· '• 

unreality and mystery about ,her oha.ra.cter. Walter Elliott 
, ' ' II'. ' '

has paid her tribute, saying, ,•Teresa of Jesus. truest and 
' ' , ' '

soun~est of mystics, rioh in subjeotive ex»eriences, yet 
richer in selt-e~ta.oement b!fore the glory of the mos~ High 

God, most in~ependent yet most submissive of women, ~t~ring 



in labours, exalted in praya·ra." 1 

· In coneideri11g this side ot her character, one . ellould 

realize that e.11 her lite, death played a tremendous · part ,in 

the thoughte·ot Teresa, and that the'after-existence·seemed 

to' p·reoacupy her to a· degree ·rare in the experi~~-ae: o~_thoee 

unaccustomed to the mental atmosphere· of the peninaulii.·,. 2 

From her own' writings· ·it appears that ehe was, eubj~ct 

to visions~ · She had been told' to, meditate. upon th~ 'details of 

·Christ• s · pa.ssio?J daily. One ds.J, being thus . oooupiod, :abe · be-

· cmne uncon.eoious, hor limb~ stiffened, and·ehe heard a. voi~e, 

say, "Th.ou shalt no more converne with men, but with angols." ~ 

suob being the:general outline of her chnracter,.it is 

interesting to soe how such.·~ person ,,as ,able to ncoomplish so 

much a.ten age when most'women would have oonsiderCJd.themselves 

free to rest upon the-glory of their past efforts.. Teresa de 

Cepeda was 'bo:rn at It.Vila, March 28, 1515., ,The·. Princess. ot 

Eboli became a: widow in Juiyt· l57S, eo at the: time represented 

· in the ·play· under considore.tionf Teresa w~a fifty-eight years 

old. The energy·displayed.here, at that age, corresponds ,rery 
I • • 

6.4

closely with·that _mentioned,by Fi+oude. At the ago of fitty•two, 

·ahe was empowered to establieh, institutions of men, a.a well as 

of women. In apite of very poor health, growing worse with age, 

she was to show·what a single woman, with no resources.but her 

'lo Burkea Op. Cit.-, P• 0 XVe1

2. Reich, Op.-cn-., P• 2l6e . 
s. Bibl~oteca de,autores espaiiolesa La Vida de la Santa Madre 

Teresa de ,Jesus, vol. 53, P• 76. 
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om inte:rn~/foroe, was ab~e.t~ ,accomplish •. s~e had .to contend 

withoftioi~. pe,d~.ntrr,·v1i·th thElna.rro,, pride ·.,of;bishops, with
• . •. .  =  • .. ,. < ... 

. . ..

the dislike .. ot. ()hange, e,n(l the Jealouaies of· l'ival ,. Jurisdictions. 
.  . ... ,. . '. ' . . ' ' '' .• ,. . 

~~~  ~~~dn~ioru.~· ·prove ."rhat,.she. ~a.able :to aoc~nnpl:lsht ::even under 

tl'J.ese .. !ld;i~ree. O(?~tione, endprove. her to have,ibf.l~.m..ei·women ot 
~ >, " • I • • ' ,· . • I • ' • • • 

fl:1-mC!S' ~t1pe~h;uman,abili'.tY. ell,~: 'E>lldµrance. ' The 11¢1.~a .of, ,her'foun• 

dation ~~  ~a.4,con~eived f:ro~: &tudying the anat,nt '.rule. ;o~ t1:te 

c.(irm~~it" 9_rder .. befe>re .it~~ reb1.ned: byEugenius .the ;Fourth .• ,. 

Her. ideal was to; found .ahoU$ewb,ersthat rule, .oo.uld .be again
f I ~ •J O ! , ' 

1 
S "•. , ' • ' , I ' f ' , ,, 

kept,·~s;.sh,; t~li, thatthu$,her.own.burden.would.;be·_greatly · 

ligb.tened,.~d: qt,d .better eorve~ •. ·. That she sucoeeded in .. osta.blieh• 

ing institu-liione· wl;lere a. leaoe~:. salll. would bave, been: ~asily dis• 

oouraged .. is ampl~ proof of .. her unusual strength,of character. 
' - ' ' " ' '

, . It is .a woman. of. this, oharacter, dovout·.y~t energetic and 

fearless, .:t,h~t llarquina has depic;te<l,•inhis drwna.fAs,a. Jharaoter 
' . . . , ., , . ; '., ' " . '

s~udy of ~~ta:. Teresa, , th, drama ~~1erea ; ~losely . to. , faotst tor 

ohe is here -.,hown in all h.er fearlf;J~s~esa, faith.·and,·practicality. 
• ~ < - I '  • • ' " • ,  ' •- ; •, 

That she ia a. natural leader. is .obvious enrly in, :the·.play,., The 
~ 

, . .

deep, sile~o~ wi,.t~which ebe is greeted. ,on her. arrival at\ the con-

vent.f1.1~sl1~s,evidence ot the, respect,..inwhich sl'leis bold by all 

the sisters presento 

.Theplay breathes,spirituality andhuma.i1ity, personified,, 

by Santa Tere~a. The a.utbor.:haa skillfully .created /an, atmoi;phere

of peace e.nd religion, has. given a. saintly women, idealized, a.a 

the perteot e~ample .. of ,a opiritual leader and practical adviser. 
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Before hor coming, .the . sisters had been dlstreosed and. alannede. 

At hGI' arrival, ·sbe ismnediately took charge of ·attaii-s without

undue e'tton and: inspired· new' courage and confideuee 1~· the·· 
' .

timid nuns, She. did this through her 'epir1tual.1ty, ·exhibiting 

perf eot b~pp1llE38$ Md content in.her pO~SOOSiOn&; Uttez- faith 

in God e.n4 His inotitutionco. and great ·religioue exaltationo .. 

Gpeal:ing_ t~ · haP niece~ she gave some vory beautiful thougtits~ 

a.Sa.bes, sobr1nao en m1 hatico 

lo que llevet•-Vas 'ayer 
si riqueaa puedo babe, 

. .· . ' ·, ..
mayor-, en he.to mu ohiooo 

Saoa. un n1iio Josue ·4e tella, . Wl tarro con egua. 

'bendita, Wl ztf-'loJ de. arena" una 'ow:npnnitn dtfmano. 

Agua bendita......... ·

Los pobres are.nos de.arena 

del tlempo J la.oempa.nita 

que 101 ouenta r lot ordena&

Y es!, 'l'eres1ca m!a, · 

van oonmigo. en mi aumn 
. . . ' . .,

mi v1da, ml 1nst1tucioa · 

mi eltar:, m1 sa.or1st!al 1 

Santa Teresa really lives her religion and ·reJo1ots at 

the opportunity of helping otbeNo At the arrival or a group 



of soldiers, she urges the.t·they be given a plentiful meal; 

though that will mean that she bas no supper. She expresses 

her happiness thusa 
, 

tPUes aun quiere mas oonsuelo 

y hartura mayor, hermana, 

que buecar cooina ~wnana 

y tapar con la del oielo r 1 
.., 

Uoreovor, Marquina h~ emphasized·· her spiritual .quality 

and her unwavering faith in God.. When told by ·Dona Beatriz ot 
' ~ ' < • , ': ' • 

the actions ot the· princess, and that the king aako tor her, 

Santa Terosa r~apondo, ·. 

iruee no es Dios que me aconseja 

mas que el Rey,· Uadre Priorat· 

,Y no ha de mostrarlo ah.ore? 
· r · .. · , . . · .· . · a 

.i,O para ouondo lo deja! 

6 7. 

ln her speech on her e.apira.tions tor her f ou11dations her 

spiritual quality is most outstanding, mingled ~th a human qual~ 

ity which is very appealing. Sho stre3sea the fact that in their 

devotions the Lordwants obedience ~d ~illin~ess more than 

tranoes and visions. Sbe llas the vision of creating a temple 

to God 111 His creatures rather than in atone, and feels that He 

is everywhere, not only in the oornere of the convent. a

Her faith imparts to .her a fearlessness in the face of 

1. Idem, P• 30. 
2• ~ P• 36. 
S. Id!_l!.J P• 39. 



the threats of the priricees, 'and she is tinn in 'hex• belief ln 

~he· good ot her order. • Despite her 'deeply ·religious ~ature, 
· he·r more hum.an q,ua.U.ties are shown in her .interest in all of_. 

those who are in·her order. Shct calla· to;her sister San Joee, 

saying, 
. . .! ' \ ' : : , 

·venga., Hermann Sm1· Jose 
' " ·•' ",.que cuando yo la deje 

ma hacia la· care.· chioa. · · 

After exemining ber ol~sely,' she s~ys0

Ya esta meJor; sano ·e~, e~te 

· 'mona.sterio de Pastrana. 1
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If one remembers that t~is occurs 8.fter :an absence ot 

three years, it makes· more ~bvi'oue Tijresa • s interest in th, ... · 

welfare of her nuns.·'' Tllt busine'sa•like part'· of her nature, her 
t ,, ' ' • \ ' ., 

ability to k~ep llorsel:t informed on tb.e· most minute det,i~s in 

the management of hsr orders, '&Gries' Uarq~ina material :ro~. 
, several ·oppochoa. Speaking of a small piece. of bread which she

io urged·to eat, she says, ' 

. I . . . . . 
Coman · de · el, , en au · oubierto · 

las tree· gallinaa . del huer-to 
, ' ' ' .2

que les ·mando el provincial. · · \ \ ) .; .

Her strength and·endurarioe, ·spoken of previously, are 

1. Idea, P• s2. 
2. fdem, P• 30. 



tot1ched upon in the. play,· when. her presence in the· .convent 
" .. <' '• ... '· ,. ,, ' ' ; ,., •' ,:., <'' • ' ' ' 1. __ . •.:t:; • 

was a great surprise .to , Antonio p&rez, · who e.xolaimed., · · 
"' '., , , •. 1 I • \, ,; l,'o, .,·. ( , , \ I,,. :, ,

1
',tl.''•I I ,

· tLa. de Avila esta en Pastrana?. 
1

, r ' • ' · • I " ' ' ', I ' • l , l ~ " ' ' l '. ' '

Largo nn4uvo. ,en ..p~<,f:!o }~orasl .. · 

Las &ltimas cartae·vuestras 

lae p~sifteia de.Segoyia. l 

From '\he foregoing ~bserye:ti9ne 5~t is :reaso.~~~lJ 

obvious that itr the g~nera.1·..delJnea~i.ona 1of character,· Mar-

quina. ha.a, ca4}lered. closely. tcf fa~ts ·~n· .his tr~f:}.tment ;of the 
i • • •• ,. • • • • ., • • • ~ • 

Saint: and the·· princess, . ta.ate J;ttested. ~o lr/ the.wordt{ of · ,. 

Santa ·Teresa herself .and by.,student~. of:. ~er life. 

?lle, actual incide~t tre.ated i,n this play is. ~.: product 
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of. tllo. ima~ila;t.ion of ' th~ a.~tl~o.r,. ;ther~ bo:i-ng 1:1.0 .r~a,ord; .of. any

such ooou~renoot buit it ia one qU4te. ·probat?le J.n;.t~e light ,of 

knov111 .. ':)onditions existing ~t that .timeo Her o~.~itings prove 

Santa ~ert;)aa -to have be.en religious, keen .of ,1it, q~iok. ~n bus•. 

inesa me:tt,~~~, .. w:l.th a cert.ain .mysticism which. dominat.ed Ju>~ lif,o. 
;\~. . ' ' . ' ..

In hio treatment. of her, J1Ja.rquiua ho.s stroaued her spirituality 

and faith in·God, her personal: feeling for God,' and has succeeded 
. , '

in making this. ,the dominant · impression of her oharaoter. Yet 

he he.s not treated.iher 0.8 a r~ligioua fW10.tio,. interested in 

nothing but· her visionEJ. end: hel,'.' :foundations. ,He bas given her

a human quality, an interest i·n. l.i(e and in others,. thri.t .mo.kco 

her more ·truly appealing than a mor~ narrow treatment .would have 

'\< ,:·,, \,·' 'f' 

le Idem, P• 45• 



·Idooli;ed ebe undoubtedly.is, tor one· ahowa· euch 

torebeero.nce in her treatment of tba.Frinceaa of Ebol1, suoh 

f ntth and f eo.rloer.meaa ir.1 the preaenoe of t"'eel dMger, such 

capacity tor \vork Md · hardehipt,, ouch utter . le.ok . or complaint 

regM-ding privation~ and d!ocomfoJ*ta, tluit she ie raised above

tho ord1ne.ry human . cu1d eet upon e. pedostel up to vibicb . one . 

loolte with adm~L11tatiou and a certain degree ot nwe. ·Vlithel, 

.she haa been,medo humnu ·enougjl to .be convinoing, o.nd :Gpirituul 

e110ugb to entisty · tbe deoit11es. of th.oac eeekins e reason .for her 

tome oo a es.int., 

Harquina ho.o · done v1bnt ho eet. out to do, has given . 

veroimUitudt to tbe drew.a and to its obartu:ters, with a poetic 

touch that pute it in tha reelm of· beauty. 
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Por loe Pecados del Rey 

In thie drama Marquina has treated . ot the character , 

of , King Philip 'IV of Spain, has <lone so with an understand• 

ing touch, and hae departed veey little from actual histor-

icol tacts. 

Philip IV was very unfortunate, in that from the time 

of his earliest infancy he wu bound to en inherit"d policy, 

and the seeds of social and national decadence bad been sown 

before hie. time. l What Phi)ip might he.vo been, had it not_ 

been for the overwhelming influence Df his tavoritemin:l.eter, 

the Duke ot Olivares, is easily oonjeotured, tor hia w~s_a 

nature so easily dominated, that, as Marquina has him, say in 
' . . 2 

the pl8Jt 01 em what those who surround me make of me." 

7l 

Very early in his lite he came under the influence of_ 

the Duke ot Olivares, who was adviser to the young prince when 

. be first was established in an independent household, and by 

means.of oonatancy and astuteness the Duke gradually gained 

control over Philip. Oliva.res did this mainly through flattery, 

encouraging his cba:rge•s inclinations and. caprices, ad so com-

1. Hume, Martina The Court of Philip IV, New York, 1907, »• 27. 
2o f!r lot Peoados del Rey, Madrid, 1913, P• 190. 



plete beceme his dominion over the prince that when the 

death ot Philip's father· was- imminent, be said to the Duke. 

of Uoeda, a rival end formerly holder of the position which 

. Olivares wu to. obtain, "All. is mi.nth" l 

: Oll vares was a strong, .masterful man, ·One who· would 

dominate or :die, and hie influe~c,e_ ·ov•r Phi.lip .. bEHJW!lG),o~ .

plete at .the death ot the old king, when the youns. 001• th~n 

only sixteen, _depended on·.bis,.Minister :entirely, t.or ad.vice. ,-. 

The .people .at first rejoiced at :the advent of .the ·new Yin-.

ieter- because of bis activity, but soon they,begmi.to sus• 

pect that he WM_ only trying ::t~ deceive the yo~g .. sovereign 

with. magnificent projeots, and ,that, .w'aile. flattering. him, ..

v.i.th the. idea. ot. enlarging :hit ,mon8J'.'.ohy. and. maki~g him the. 

most .powerful ·t~ . it1 the w.orldt he was really :thinld.ng :more!.. ,. · 

ot hit '.p~reonal: advancement end of· inoreasing his "toriu~,.- than 

considering, ,the prosperity of· -.the. King end of the state.: ~-

... Thua .while--the M~i,ter had .:the King. ~ongratulated t:re• 

quently on the ,good results of, hie ,policy, having .biut told ,that

the stS;tt .:was .be~nning :to. recofe_. its visor and. stl"engt.h, .the 
," •1 t l ;_ I'. ._ J.__ ,i;_: : · 1 t -' ?.:'

lesser : olt leers. throughout,. the ooimtry,. knew ~at .. neither' ,had. 

the customs: been ,reformed• nor industry- and .-eris- improved,: nor·, 

had the people been relieved.from the overwhelming taxes. Ware 

. ~ 

1; Laf~ente, Op. Cit.• vol.
1 

10, pp·. iO-llo · , 
2o Idem, ppo 29•S0e · 

Y2



oontinued co~euming.more than the people oould supply or 

the kingdom support. l 

It was not only in Italy and Germany where Spanish 

arms were active, but the old war in Flanders had also re-
··,

- vived. _ Oonditions of this sort are pictured early by the 

author, and in the first scene the drum is beard announcing 

a oall tor· troops, while one ot the peasants questions 1 

tGuerra tn Flandest · 
(. 

}le :receives the replyt 
,·j • )• • • •• .•• ,' i . ' 

' i l I '1'' ; ••\ I i , t 

y el.la, de partes del norte, 
1 I ; ,·l, ~, , • , ; 

dentro ·Alemena1. el ·Alga.roe· 

lo& de Poriugal recogea· 

para 1!;--110 quiezwen eer 
· oastellanos. 2 

Further. reeu.iem i
1

8
1

; ,-~~en by pi~turing the 'poverty in 
• , ~ ' 1• 1' .,, . 1 I , I 

which the loyal Oa.stilians -are living, due to their· etf-orie 
,:.·; ' . I•! '. ,\'' / \' t I \ ,, • ' ·, 

to support the king in the end.lee~ succession of ~~-s~: ·. Oas• 
1

' • l J f, I ~ \ I I ' • ( ! , ! t ' 

tile is h9re depicted in the 1randtur of its men and in all 
, ! I , \ ~ ' / ' 

its distress and want, lacking in to~d and ind~try, but not 
' ', ' ,, ;, I

' . . : . . ' . ' . ' ,.' ·.: . . :·; ·· '

in spirit and loyalty. The pro"d old Oastilien, Anton Ca.ndado, 

who has lost an arnrin defense of his country, is so reduced 
< • ' ' ' ' ' (' \ < •

-
\.'I-,·: J '; 

le Idem~ .P• 32, 
2• For .1o·s 'Po·aadoa, del Rgzt· p,; 8.-
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that' ho tears tor his family alter his death, and it ls only 

thought' ·or those•' who de~~nd 'upon him' which' indu:~es hill: t~ 
'. seek some' recompense to'r bis de~d ·or ,:e1or.: o~ns~·quentiy. 
'knowing :tba.t·the ;lting''will pda .. by,· be plans to have th~
banno1-- whicl1 he ·snatched from the b~ds of 'tne enemy' di~- 1 

• 

: played ·'as a··possible suggestion ·tor· reward.· He orders it 

to be brought.out, sayinga 

Trae m:L·bandera, trecuerdo.st 
..la que· .tiaque 'de . las l)unas"

como :q1.H~ ·e.11( perdi el·. b~az~,. 

11ordiendc) el' asta, 81'1 ia iucha. 
' ·, , ' ·,,' '·, ., ,· I 

Hi .un:·mer~ved! V~iomtt .. 

ni . peaf P.Qr ~lla nun~a. • • 

Asked.why he is reeol:'ting"to 1, now,~- .replies• 

Bajo ell~. t "por ella 
'. ' ,, :# .. :. : .·. . ,· . ,; •. 

le pedi~ .· a:t Rey, en . suplioa, . 
. .

la hagaza ·.de pan ·caliente .. 

para loa; 'm!oti~' 'y ; ayudoe 

4• uno, sueldo.s. c,on que pe.gu.~ · 
'. . ' '·1··

la orus de mi aepultural ,. : . 
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Here: Marquina bas painted' the idealized sp~r.it ·of ~ .. 

loyal subject, and ha.a given an adeqttate aetting for.tho action 

lo Ide7!, P• 220 
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which ie to follow. Of equal ~pirit and pride is the heroine 
• '. : I : '., i • j I ' • ( j •. ! ' I I ; ' ; ' ; ~ ~ 

ot .th, 11lay, uena Candado, who really. repr~~e~e the spirit 
1, \,I tJ ,, ,

.o~ a~i11~~ ·. ij~e at tir~t disapproves ot the ~isplo.y of he~ 
' ' ' ! 'J • '. \- ' ' ~ ' I , I 1 i.. : ' .I . I ! ; , 

1 
• 1 ! : J : '. ' 1 ' ; 1

1 
~ ·~ n ; ~ 

father's banner, wbioh she .prizes .. so highly, b\lt. she later de• 
' : • • •• • .'11" I ; " • ',< : 1, ', . , , 1. ' ; ' i; ) ' •; ' . : : .-, .' ~ • : / • '1 ' 

cid.~s. to .h,ang .it upc, sayin1u 
: ' . '· l '. " • ' 

I Y ordenandole.los pliegu~s· 

J deGcogiOn«O SUS . ointaa, . 
. , • ; ; ;, ; : , 1 , i' , l , • ~.' .,. 

yo he .de logre.r,· por lo menoe, 

. q~e le tH.nq~~ 4'l Rey l~
1

rodilla.l 

The intluenoe·ot Olivares,has been·preoaged by the 
' "I • I; I ', ; ;1 ~"! 

1 
I > "1 .

author when news of the. king'•· appr<•aoh roaches the•,,bousehold 
' ', \"1 l • • • • ' 

of Anton Oandado•. Ma.r!a•1, t~e ~s a beauty~. and her .reputation 
. ' :. . :, ,,I t. '

1
1 , .. ,. -! .; ·, • '

tor skill in ·speedh have ~eache·d the king, and a halt at her 
i , ' ; 0 ' • • , I t • ' 

' ' 

house has , been decided upo!n. '. Yet .t.~a people are not to. be. free 

to greet the sovereign as they,~ay wiahe The.orders.of.the Duke 
• ' :

1
• ' r ' i ~ ' ; Y ," + ( '; · '

1

, , , , ,

ot 011,e.re~ ~e strict, and after hearing the instructions, ont 
. .i \ \

of the pease.n1,11 Roque, has the: temerity to say to the Mayor&
'( ~ 

Senor mi. Alcalde, eato·. es:nue1to1 

qut en otros.tiempoo no.usaron 
1 ' ! . 1 ' ~ . , ! • 

de.mos o!dos los Royea 

1~·booas ,a~enazandoo 2 



' ., .\ ., · .. ~s-~~d. _if h~ compl~ns. ot the. king, Roque: repliesa' 

. Del Oonds-Duqt.Je;. 'qtte· ~a ·Ocha.do ·:;

, · con. :aus. pal~bre.s · de. hielo ; ,·, '. 

·. oa<lenae: .eobre; loo fulir!ose ·, l: · 

the suffering of his people is:di.teto punisbment,tor oin. 
' ' '

Speaking to his loyal end .sutf oring. vassals, he. sayen · 

· .. : ,No he s_ido 

por .. volunte.d ·S,\e.1 Dios a.fortune.do, 

De,.tanto:.dano coma os. ha:·c~uead<?, 
. ' , . . . .

saugra mi core.son en lo_ sufridoJ ·, 
. \ 

. por tuerz13; .es el oastigo de\,un .. peeadcr 

' qu.e.'eeta en .mi sangre y yo. no· ~-, oo• . 

metido. ·2 
i 

. In thuo reproaent~ng itbe -, king; llt\rquina ,bas ,,painted 

him true .to . lif et tor this f atalietic viev, · grew ut,on, him as 

7.6 

· the ye.a~s :Pe.seed by,· and a.t . the death of his son he , becam~ .. oon~ ! · 

vinoed . t~at . the irost High . had doqmed .him to attliction,.. and · his 

people to. untold suffering,' solely for his line •. ,3 , ·. ,., : 

The author has made. use ,of ,Philip's well;know, fond• 

ness for the theatre and recitation a.s the motive· for bring-

ing Jlar!a to hie court. Thia ,liking for the -the~tre was

1. ldem, P• .50•..
2o ldem, PP•, 65-,67•
s. Hume, QJtJ..lli, p. 401. 
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evidenc~d earl!; in his lite, '®d .Qontµiued lllUl~o.t~d pr~o~!c,ally · 

unti~ ~is de;~t~. ~ven : as a\Slllall;. cllil<l young ;, Ph.iliP:' tJ. i :,oier de-

light was. seeing. en ooca.e~Q~: pia,i ,µ1d so :lon.g c~ llt.t. could 

declaim verse or listen to .. tho deoleme.tiori of· others, . he we.a
I ; , • , • 1 • 1 ~ ' , • .-,, ~ • ' , '. • < ' ' • • t ' 1 , ' , ' ' • , • • , \ , ' ':; • , i , ci,.J f '.J ~ .', • ' • ' ' •

content. l ,: '
1·J '> c' 

The king• e impreseicmablt. nature, his · ready rtsponse tt> 
, , .. , . j ,_.• , -,,1,. , ,,' ·. I •. •' r•• ' .•.. , .. :-'· •:, ,, 1) ... :. 1, 

a beautiful taco, are. evidenoed · wllen he tells .uari!as 
' - I , • ', 1 II" ,,,> \ I I f ' ' 1 , ' • '/ ; c ,", • t ' I H 1 r,l , ' ' ,•, > , , , "' , \ ~ ' • ' >

Si solo.· fuera 

· por que. rol~ie~-~ J~ ha.blo.~e, · 91iro, :_~o!!1~~1o 

la t1erra 1 dG,;(11.\6 _1llU.t;V63 .,n:;~u;,'-'e,n;t,c, , ., 

ya en l~ oc,r.te$, ·e..111:i 1,rid,o,: t~;,.,qut~i~r:~ 2 

Despite the motive he here. givee, hie ... desire, to 'poeseas 
, ' , ', • '. • • ·c ., '•'\; I, . :,, ·, ·, , • ,'I·;, , ·,'•-'. '•.-'. •. \, ,,,, '\ · l, ,' .\/; 

ua.r!a ie what really movoo him, and. later hie. ,deala.ra:ticnl, ot hit 
, : ' ; ' • i , i I ~ ' , ~., ,/ ; , , ' · 1 I j, _'<• '. . '•; • ,. ;' " /, .. •/ ;> ( / .', ,• ! 

love tor her,: his determination .to bend her to ·· his will, ell 
I , • ' ~ 1 ' : ' , ; «.: ~- ••

••• ·, • l • ~ . '. ~ 

.Her~ again, in .the indulgen~e. of the kJ.ng', de~.iresp 
• I ·, • .. • , : :I ; . • ' '.. . •, >, ' > t . ', ~ · : , • ,; ·• . \ , ' , ,: , ; \ '_ i ·, 

Oli VE.ires• .,influenoe. ·t• eet,n.. He had · ao .eaptU.1'.'f>d .·, th•l · hepri of 
• • •, • • • '• V • ' • ' • • '·' I, t • • \ ) • ': l ·, • ' • ' ' ; ' ; • ' ' ; ' . ~ ~ ~ ' • ' :. " ' ,: ., '\ •

the me.march that. the common ·piople, thought he. exeroieed magio 
I , • ~ ' , ',• I • : i \' ' 1 ' : ' ! ,' ; ' ' ' ) ' , • '> , ' '. , . , ' '~ ) 0 ; ' .'' , , • ~ .' ; • 1 i. ,\ ·,,.-, l~ ·. !.! .' I J , , , , 

powers, over hime . ThG , Dukt took, ~are. to .. enco~:rage : thG .p~sion1 
• 1 I• '• ! ' • •, . ' , , ~ 1 , : , '1 :, l • ' ; : , ; , , 1 ; ;: ; ' , ~/\ , :. • ' ' , _: . I ,

of the king,., pro!iding for, h~.'41 the, diversio~1~· and, p:l.6asures 

to whiob ~G. was, inolined. 4 .,. 

le !dem, Po 28 •. 
2. I!.Q..t.,_lo,s .. fecadoa. ge~ Rex,.- P• 74. a. I demi PP•. 165•168• 
4. -~afu~n:te,· 9!!.. O!'fi_., PP• 114-115. 



,ThE3refore, ,,11fte, .Ma.rla•:a Jo.urney to the court;,· 
' '• ' I ', ,.,; ': 

Marquina has .created a so.en~ ·;true to. life in t.he. holding .\ !.
> ,,. •• ,, ,. 1,111· : • · '• ' .. • • 

. of a. secret per,forma.n~e fo.r Philip'·s. benefit -,irl: the Buen' · 
, , '. , I ' . ; l • t ._ , • ·. • · ~ , ., ~ 

· ~etiro •.. Lafu.on~et comment~tig on plivnrest' eaye:;'iihat tho • 
r ' • ~ ' i • '. , • , , , , , • , 

latter often entertained the. king with public .·feaeta, : , . ' ' ~ ~ . . ' ' ' ... ' ' ,. . '

balls,. O(>niedieB, ·hunts and .other leas, desirable amustments~ ·.
,·,. • ' • • ·' ' ' • r

:, 

thus serving the double purpose .of, keepi.ng his; good :will . · 
• \ • •' I '. ,1 . ). • . ' •' • . . ,' > • .I•'",• .· :· 

and distracting his attention from the government :so'· ae to · 

i11oraaae his own a~thority. 1. , 

Equally realietic ;is ;t~~ .eoeno b~t\vaen the king and 

Olivares, in which ,th~. l~tt~~-.mentions affairs.· ot state :and 

the king.· eh~~ himself . plainly .. bored, giving to. :hia . minister · 

free rein. 2 

, .. In .~he cha.raateriiation ot Philip IV the"autho·r baa

treated ,him ,Qefl tavorably 8$. posa,ible,, yet hae...kepi;.:. thfi; picture :

or hint t~e to li(e •. Philip .ie sho~ he~e:·as:completely:·dom-

!nated by the determined and· ~bitioue Olivar.es',,' a···prey· to · 

hitl P.assione, :indifferent to aftai~a ,of state,· ;,an:d; having his 
chief, intf),reat ?on tb.e theatr,e and. in love af'fa.:h~s. · Ea.silt 

bored by ma.~ters, ot govettmnent, impatient w~en Jiis will· itt : 

thwarted, be is 11ot cruel, bu~ indit~erent, e. viQtim ot a 

PP• 110-114. 
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·stronger will, than his ~,in/ Iri the play·, :as in history, .. 

Philip euoceed~·in throwing off this dolllinating influeno~,· 

and it is· in the· detailer of .the, downfall of· Olivares that \ . . ' 

!larquit'na 'haEJ ;departed 'most' ,from hiato·ry. 

· 'Wliue Spe.in was· engaged' in struggles' which were 

'ruining her inhabitants,. one more ·blow•came ·to oru.s~ the:;,.
' l ' ' 

'king and hie minieter, nwnely, th~ lose ot Portug~. }!'his 

country 
1

hlid · ever resented i·ts conquest at· tho ;hands of the 

Spaniards,"and ·o:nly by veey· skilltul and. diplomatic .treat• 

ment could. Spaitl have :hoped to:skeep·:the ·Portugueae ·in ;su~ 

· j eotion~ ·They.·. t-eoei ved quite ·the· opposite· treatment. from 

Philip ··IV and Olivares, ~d· the old,··hatred between ;the' .two· 

nations was · once more revived •.. _ In 1533 the lt~ng. had con• 

· fided· the· gbve:rnment ot .Portugal to 1 Princess Margue:ri~e. of .. 

Saboya,' Duchess of Mai1tua. . H£.r hande ·wore praoti.oall:, ti~do 

however, 'and. Olivares caueed: Portugal·; to be ruled most do~-. 

potically,·:·meting out· the severest ;punishment ,fol". very :mi1ior 

offonoes. ,, .. :several timos Oliva.res was alarmed when, the Poitu• 

gueae eppearei to· be un'4sually · reaentful. ·at tbio, treo.txn~nt, 

·but for' the final,upriaing 'bO Wa8'· unprepax-ed •. ,·,The'.iuhflbitants

.. of the' oppressed' nation' looked ,to the· Duke· .of Braganta as. their 

liberator, and he was proclaimed King· of Portugal. in 1640. l 



The news of Portugal• s uprising oaused great ex• : 

citement in Spain, and the people al.mos~ unanimausl1 blamed 

the king's favorite minister, accusing h~m of being as we~ 

and inept as he was proud and tyrannical. Olivares felt at 

the same time disoouragament and despera.tion. Everyone knew 

of the news except the king, and the duke feared greatly 

that someone might communioate ~t to him and excite his 

majesty's indignation against the minister. Finding the in• 

dolent king engaged in entertainment, Olivares, when driven to 

desperation, went to him and saids "Sire, J.bring good news 

to ;your majesty. In one minute; Sire,. you have won a great 

dukedom end vast weal tho" · 

"How ia thatt'', asked Philip. 

"Because the Duke ot Braganse. has lost hie m~nd, and 

has just had himself proclaimed King of Portugal, and this 

madness gives to your majesty the opportunity of oonfisoating 

his possessions.• 1 

From the cloud which passed over the king's face at 

this information, the duke suspected that hie star was like-

wise dimming, but he held on to his position tenaciouslJo · 

As conditions in Spain grew worse, the king gradually 

became.aware of them through the clamors of the o1t1aens which 

1. Idem, PP• 236-2370 
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greeted him on.all sides,'' end t~ough enemies of the duke. 

The ~inister'• s foes, se'eking his' d.owntall, saw th~t' the

king was leas smiling in the presence of h'is favorite, and
1 

';'l· ')< ' l ': • L 'l I'

began to attack him more openl7. Qu.een Isabel, Philip'e 
I >I ~ '., ~· 

wife, was at the head of those attempting to make the king 

r~~iae the true state ·ot ·affairs. One day I11a.bel told her 
l "\( ,. ·.,,.,; 

husband that their eon, Baltasar, would have no monaroay 

81 

left tor him if the minister continued to d~ the goverriing. 
This made a prof~und impression on the king. The duke, re~~ 

1i1ng that his power was waning, asked twice tor permia'aion . 

to .. retire~,. . This . was not· ·g~Mt,ed~ but later the. king told . him 
' J ~ " 

that he was released from duty, and he retired, after much 
., '

' ' .

hesitanoy,.to Loeohes. ;Ph:Llip honored him.then more tban. he 
~( I 

deserved, saying that he had allowed him to retire for his 

health, that he was well satisfied nih bis sa'al, 'but that 

here~fter. h~' would take. the burden of the goverl'ill19nt to him-
1 eelt. · J 

' ' . ,, . ' ' '

In hie plq, Uarqid.~~ h~, given a more <lrmn~tic ·ele-
, '•. ' ' . ,'' . , ' . ·' . ··. . ·. ' '

ment to the situation, having Maria express the doubts of the 

people regarding. Olivares •. · · D~ing because of the king's' ~ 
tection tor her, she ·expressett bet opinion ot 'the duke, •aring 



• f :

. attempts 'o.nce ~o're to ~amt~~· king. ot 'his .inin1;~,tera' .', 
. . ' ' ' . . ' : ,. ; ' ' . .. ·.: , . """ ' ·• . . / . ' '' ,. ~ 
A eapaldas de su.dueno y Soberano, · 

' . ' ,, ; ·.,' .·, . '.... ' '. l'IO . : : .1 : '' . ·, •

titne el.Guzman a.Espana malherida,· 

., ellos quieren . mostre.ros eata. herida~· . 
'1 ' • ' ' • ' ., • ~ j 

par~ que,, 1,.: cu~eie ' de vuestra. '.llUUlol ·2 '. , . 
I ' > : ; ,, ) •,: '

Tht ,author has . pictured 'the 'situation 'trufi t~' ~he .
tacts. 'i~, 10 far 8.8 the ignorance ·o't the king. concerning 
affairs in PQt'1m.gal is concerned, but has depa~ed in ·,the. '

manner in which. Philip is into rmad of the loss.· In history 
< • ., < ' '• ' ' ' ' I ' 

Olivares "wa.9 forced to. ~ounce .,the loss· himself•-in the 

play; Juen .del Soto, Mar!a• s sweetheart, breaks 'the ·'nea_~ 3 

'±n ·olivares•. reply. to t)).e .·king's deWUld io.r an e~:· 
plene.t~~n, . ira.rquine. . pr,aents · ti situation 1n aocor,d with his-

to:ey, ·, tor the duke says• 

Si el Duque: de Braganza torno loco 
y 08 SUplanto, SGnOrt de SU persona, 

. con buena ge~te/.ba' cl$ costaroa .·poco . s
. . . . ' . . . .' . : ' . . . . ' ·.. 'dar buena cuenta de el J au oororia.J · · 

le ech~s del Reino, retene!.t' SUS 'bienea· 

lo For los Peoados del Rey, ·p~l:28. 
· 2• Idem, p,. 173. . 
s. :raem, PP• l.84-186. 
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·, ';' 

y:le arranoUs .su·t!tulo en reheneo •. l 
, ,' 1 !, ' , '1 1 \ ~ / , •, .. . , ,, . ! .\, ., • • '. , " • ,

p'

· Fu~her verisimil:l. tudo ii, lent to. the. t1~tio~ by 
• ' , J i ~ ·,; I l_ • ; ~ •. , I , t:. J , , ,

1 
, ·, , • ~i 

the words· 1.vitb which. the ,king ·dismisses hie mir1ist,er- · Re• 
; . '- :( '. ' ',1 ,. ,,,,· ,!,. ·.': • ,: 'i ' ' 

, ' , 

proving him fol' ,not let,ting llia. know o.( tbe. t,;u, st!-\te ·ot 
,• ':' ( I :. ,,.i , \ . •',i' • •,' ·"'\ • 'I',/, S

affairs, he eaysa 

Ea la tatiga. 
' ~ ; , , ~ l i l

Oon4e1 ~. q~e ~atais harto f at1gado: . 
' 1 .: 1 I \ 1t • · • • I , ) , , , : • , ,, ( ,; ~ , ,. , , , 

. 1, l)orque no 14e diga. ·. . . 
• ' ~ ' ' ' ' • • ~ ' • j t ' . } , ' 

. que oe flgQbi@ .le.a oargaa de mi: Esta.do, · 
' ' • ! t ' ' ' ' ' ' ; \ ; ' ~ • • • ~ / ; • ' • •. ' ~-

_le j o s de tanta brega eorteaana, · 
' ' ' ' ' . . ,., . : :·, 

quiero qua descnns•is ·deede maliana •. 2 
~ ' • • • ' " ' "'·' l - • ; • ' : ,. • • 

~roughout· the· pley··tlle. author h~ oho~·& king· ~u11··· 
, ; , • • r , .:f , ,! ', , .·. · ·' ''• ·-} " · 

of hunm.n· frailti~th yet ha.s treated him kindly Bl?-4 ,symp~~heti-

cally, eo that instead:· of eo11demnirig him, the .r.ef3:der. feels 
: . ''l t • : . ' .. ' ,' ) : :' ,,,• ·, : i·,, .·:. . • i,.' .. ·'

much as dose Ma.r!a Can.dado, when she rej~ioes that, at ·last 
•' I I ' • I

· he is tree from the intl~enoe of h,is ev~l ge_~i,ue, .. ,.a.ying that 
, , ( ', ' i, ' \ ) ' i 

1 
·, '• ) C / ' ~' '~ ,' 't I 

though Portugal is lost, Spain bas gained a king.· 3 
' ·. . '. . \ j ' \ f ·, J '-. l ; ·• '1 . ,' \ ~ '1

Philip's life has been summed up_ ~Y' Hµme as follows, 
,; . . ' ;, . ,','' •., . ,.;• 

"Philip did his· beet, but ho hi:rneelf -~ but ~ product o·f bis 

time and oounteyo a kind1y_ gentlemen ,.or nob+e ,~l)~ra~~OllS 

and ignoble praotioe, weak of will and tende:t of coneoience, 

1.- !dm,; PP• ,1a7..1aa. 
2,· Idem,' P• 188. 
Se ~em, P• 1920 



a poet and a dilettan~e, d9cuned .to an o.!e~helming ,~ask

for which he was unfit •. Xn his. long reign he sawm~~ 

decadence that he could not arrest. national ruin that,' 
' ) , :· I I.

even his fr,m,tio prayers, ,w~re powaries~. to av~~· and., he'
' '

lived through halt 8. iit•tim, of martyrdont,' because'' ha 
!,. • ' ' l • t~':'"' \ ! ' i 

ascribed his failure to the vengeance of a ruthless·. dei t7 
;.' ' ;· : ' . ·; ~ ' .

'Whom he had offended by hie sins, and believed that' ,he,
'r , < ~ , t · '• • · 

gentle-hearted ·~ h~ wast.: had brought upon th~ ,J:)eople that
he loved the \ddespread woe · he se.w aro,und him •. 1 

The author chose well ~he t.~t~· tor, his play,' "~or ' 
' ', '

los Peoados del Rey", tor tltese sine beceme ~is preoooup_a• 

tion ·in later lite, and ot·them he was acutely consoioua, . :i ;l . J. ' 

though powerless to avoid. He .derived .from Mar!a Agreda, 

a nun, some consolation, «m.d in hit letters to, her ~· ex-

pressed hio fee~ings fre~ly.· 

In Maria Ga.nde.do, J.Jarquina hu painted an· upright, 
' ' ' : ' ' ' ' '\ ' '·.

noble individual, one who· desirea·to inspire·her ~ing to 
' ' ' ' ' !•'

greater glor,,. who idealizes Castile and· her,·king. 'In 
. ~ ~ ' ' ' ·, . . i ' ' ' • i 

~act, she represents the, IOult'" of Outile~ . :::o, ~falteri~g , 

loyalty to her. l~ver,. slle spume the ·love·. ot PbiliJ?t pr~ 

f erring death to dishonor. The, ~ontre.st between the, ~wo it 

most decided, particularly when Pnilip deolareshJ.e·love for-

hero ~d resorts .to vain lamentations ~d threats, while the 
' . .

1. Hume, Op. Cit., P• 515e 
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remeint firm in:, her r,esolution· an'd' noble· in her. refusal' to 

be the,king's plaything. Against her 'character,. that' :of 

Philip is ·,how in all its·weakness, its 'pathosand: ~ppeel 
1, 1 ... : ! ; 

:,The aut'hor•a portrayal of Olivares is equa.lly·'eon-

vinoing. Tho strong,· ma,terful. ·tnan,-' wbose presenee dork-",
. . '

. inated · every td.tuation · through'., his long career~ makes 'his 
' . •. . ' ' ' .' . . . 

influonoefelt·~m-ly if:t the,play, andcontinu.,es to.1exerci~e 

hia po·wer untit, the end , of, the'· drma.·. · · OU vares -was in.deed 
' '

Philip's 'evil' 'genius• both in his· un~ortunate political' in• 

tluence: and' in'bis ·6qually unfortunate moral and .'~ocial· in• 

tluencee 

H~ · eeysa· "Th•· portraits ot him by ·Velasques' e11~ble 

us to·tee the:man·u he l1ved-~stern, dark: and·masterful, 
1 , • • / ' , , 

with bulging for,head andeunken eyes and mo11th, with massive 

shoulders bowed' by the: weight:'ot',his ponderous head•, ·ne ·\VU

the finerrt',· horseman in, Spa.int and: he treated men ;as'. he t~ea.ted 

his big~boned. thargero, breaking them to: obedience·, by ·toroe of 
. . . . . . . . l will and.·peruistenoa."" 

· ..:·It· is with· such a· chura.oter ·that Marqui11a,haa repro-

eentefi him·1n·thie play, nathiesa·1n·hie·treatment·of. individ• 

uala when deairoue of serv1?J.g hie own ·ends~ He wou1d · go ·to : 
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: ·any lengths t~ · silence someone who· n1ight·, by spiiaking, inJur~ 

him.· This· ?(tarquina has aho\7tl: when -,Juan· del:. Soto,·:,a:,m.~ssenger 

from Portug~t &Uppo&t;dly asaured ot: aafGi.~Condu.ct. -'t• :held 
· prleoner ·and· threatenod with death' unlee$· h~ -ill. ~iel,i to
the minieter•a will 8.lld burn'· the message which','he .te 'b~e.ri~ 

·.to: hie· king from· the Duchess·ot ·Mantua. One. 'o't '~he iioblsmen 

' of the oourt is warned by a friend not ta'' attempt to d.$liver 

the information to the king, his friend eayinga · , ·,. 
. ' ' .

' Pu.ea ei' teniis ·noU.cias, contGneo~, . ' . ; . 

· : · porque ehora'· es ueo · enee.rcelar · cotteos.·, l 

The uonduct of oiivarea:upQ'n.hie·'diem!:sttai;i,::.m~clt 

the·oame in the drama·as in history. Aocording to.the.latter 

Philip wrote to hie minio·ter that, ieave was granted: him to. 

· retire· and that he might ·go. :\YhEll.'98 'lie plaaeQd• . The· following 

morning ,the miriieter ontorod thEf' king's room e&rlj't 'knelt 

before him, and launched forih' in ·eloquent denunoiation of· 

the enemies' who had' slande:rod himt. in an attempt,' to ·justify 

hie effortGo 2 ··

' In· tho drama, he takes· his dismiaaal ·.more calmly, 

but in mu.oh· the same spirit.. saying: 

De que he ·aido · injuriado . 

· · ya no dud.o, aeiiorJ pero la inJuria 

que cambia..el.,Rey·no oemb!a·a;su criado, 

1. Por loa Peca.dos del Rex, P• 83. 
2. Hume, Q.P• ~it., P• 368. 



y obedezco, senor, vuestro mandado 

como si fuera Justa vuestra furia. 1.

Marquina has shown further fidelity to tht spirit 

ct the times by hie careful attention to minor details• 

his elaborate settings, showing the court in all its luxury 

and extravagance, 'by the introduction of clowns, dwarfs and 

comedians, 2_ ot whom Philip 1a known to have been tond, and 

by his mention of the great painter Vela.aquea 3 and the poet 

Quevedo. 4 

1. Por los Pecados del Rex, P• 188. 
2. Idem, ppo 145-146. 
Bo Id~ PP• 73, 1320 
4. !dem, po 90. 

8? 



,1 \ •. 

' " " I 

The -theme -of this play is the oouriship of Isabel 
' ' ' ; . ', ::·· •:.· .,,:·, ,,,.,.·,

',) ' ' '!> >; 1· • :;. ' I • • I < ~ ~ • ' '

of Castile by Ferdinand ot Aragon. As a background fof : .. 

the acti~n the' author has concerned him~elf with th4t"p~o~- ' 
;\ J 1 

ting'- of -'the· nobl~s ·to pn,;e~t 
1

Isabel's marriage to ,ont 
\ ''\ . ' ' "', /, ; 

,_:' ' '' ,, ; ,,,} i ,,, ,., ' ' ' ' ', ,,, ' .... 

whom they feared. The action begins 1~ Ocana, ; at _ the . time .. -
• I ' I I • , • ' i . ' ' : ' ' ' '. ~ I ~ ' •, .. ~ \, ; t \. ~ i • 

when· y'ario_us s~itors, are striving tor Isabel's favor, and 

the ·nuke
0 

ot Guiena ts engaged 1n a bout with an unknown_ 

knight from Aragon. The courtiers and ladies ot Isabel, 

eagerly follo\ving the struggle, are sµrprised at the ~e~ea.t 

of the Du.ke of . Guiena at the bands ot the unknown represen• 

tative trom Aragon. This defeat is quite distressing to the 

Ya.rquis ot Villane., who earnestly desires to arrange the 

marriage between Isabel and the Frencb duke~ _and who, in 

fact, has promised the young princess• hand to Guiena in a . 

. conversation with the latter's .envoy, the Cardinal of Arras, 

to lab.om he saye•

Cardinal, dir,11 al Rey 

de .rranci_ei, vuestro deiior-, 

que os aaopto ea,buena ley 

VQestra embajada de emor. 

La mano que hab&is pedido ·

para el Dllque esta por ,1, 
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yo eoy quien hace el partido 

por la Prinoesa Isabell 1 

'\

Despite the taot that Isabel favors the suit of 

Ferdinand, Villena has no hes:t tancy in declaring that she 

will JruUiry Gu.iena, the man ot his choice, and,usures the 

Cardinal that her affection tor Ferdinand need cause no 
worry, for,,'.' as' he, sa,a1' ·,·',' .

, , . No os ':ouid'i's del I cora1&n 
~ , · mi.entras , tengamos la: tue:rzaS a 

Isabel proves to , ba diploma.tic and clear s:f.gb.ted , 

and at the'veiled'threats of Vill'ena, ehe ehowa herself 

tearless. d.etying hiG 'authority to: arrange her marriage 

with one whom eht does not favor, saying to hims' 

,sebe · el · que se hurdUa 

. · que esta tnQllo.. Diod la eellaf ,, 

'4U• •ni ··el Roy pueda 'usu de ·ella 

sino en Cortes, con' aaetillat :3 1 
·· 

· Irr all· ot these :d<itails, Marquina hes adliered ··to 

the :goneral outline ot events a't that time.,· Ho part et 

89 

king ,Henry 'IV•s·'oonduct 'so vexed the nobles as the facility 

with which be permitted.himself to be eontrolled''i,y favorites • 

.Among those·· who aoquired almost unlimited powet,was Juan Pa• 

lo Las ·Flores de Aryon, Madrid, 1915, p~ 12. 
2o Idem, P•, lSo . 
So faem, P• ,21.· 



checo, J!arquie ~~ Villen~ •.. · He ,h9td. ;a plausible, polished 

addre$8which quickly .gave.himascend~l'lCf-~V:ertlle: _feeble 
', .> ' , ,.• •• ' • , :, , ,: , I . , ' 1 , • ; , ,' , ! ~. , ) ., , , '. . , ~ , ) , ,\ 

mind of Henry, and his invention was. ever busy in. de'.Vising 
, I ; . •• ' . i ' • . 1 : .·, ' ' I ', '. • .l': ; "; ; \ • ! ;• ,; ) '. ,' I • f \. 1 • ' l : : '•~ ', : ' '.

intr1gu,, which he apparently preferred to a ditteot route.1 
, ,; ~,. ,t. ~.'.-~ ·--,1: '.1:, \.,. ;,I~ -~1'.,:1'·.'·j ~-·:.· ;'.~.£i':~.;': ·, • .:,.'.-

The Marquis of Villena. had cooperated in oonterring the 
•  '  , ! ; ' • ~ '  ' '  ' \ ; ' i :t  -; • ': " ,\. '  ' • I ' 1 . '  '  ' ' ; \ . ;, ,' ' ! : ; \: \ ; l ~: ~ 

ti~le ot .µ~g uponHeI1;1'1'S young .brother Alfonso, but he 
' 

1 
• .: • •• ~ e / ) • I , , : , , . • 

intended to reserve the authority ot the position to him-
• t J ,••'. • '. • ; •• f.I,•;" ,, ·::,: .\, ~ 1i  , ' , .'. ' , • • 

self. AS many, of thenobles were Jealotls ot· him be found 
• • ~ : , ~ ' '. O ! e • 

0
1 1 '. :' ~ \' .' • l ' • ' ! ' ' • : • I • ' 

it difficult to ~ccomplish hi'1 doaignat and so was. willing 
, '  '  , ; I '  ' .1 , I  ' '. . ' .· . '. . '  \ 'I > •' ' '; ••· ,' • /.1_ , '• ' + ; .> " ~ ',.• '.l 

.to a.id tb.e,_opposite partyir1 main:t;aining a sufUoi~nt , 
'' •• •~, ' \ .'• ' • ' I, • :_ . ; . ' • ., ' ;' ' { . I :' \ • \J: : ; ', \  '  , ·, , ; ,· ' 

atrength to counterbalanct t,ha.t .of Al:foneo'.s euppo~ers. 2 
' o , ~ ', ~ :. ,' ( ,' !I ~ ! :. • l ·-~

1

':• ' , ':" I; ' '._. ! ~ l • ~. • '
1 
1 '~.: •

When young Alfonso ¢Led, the leaders ~ur~ed,their 
,:• ' ' ' • .~ ' ', I ; t ; • '. '' I" f, '. ... ' ' J ; . l ' ; ' ' ~.; ' •:. : . . ' '.i ' ; < '
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eyes to his sister Isabel, and ~~ Archbishop qt Jol•do asked 
' •  • , ', ' ' (, ,' \ / ;\ ) • ; '. ; , ! : ~ ' L •  • • • I ' : .' " ' ' r; •• '

her to oooup,: her brothe~' s .stat~on. She unh~l.lit.atingly r~ 

fuaedt say~ng that while.her brother Henry: lived, none other 
: ~ ' , • . ' ~ ' \ . , ' ; : : : l . , ~ ], : I , J 

had a right to the crown. 3 King H~?µ'Y then swore,, in the· 
• ' ' ' • :• : ·, \ C ' \ .> ' >, •

presence of the nobles, t~at,Iaabel wasthe leg~~irnat~ sue-
• , , , • ; .: "j '. 'l I j t ,' ' : r·;·•,' 'I,:

cesaor ~~ the.throne, thus,disregarding Dona..iuana., wh~ he 
'. .'• ' .I ;' ~ ' : • :' ' .1' I ,' ''. . \ ; • •r ~ ' ,'·,i I '! i \ ,• ~ 

admitted wasnot his own daughter'. He further stated that 
' t •I I I I' '' ' ' • ' .·,, ·, ( \ ' ' . '

Isabel ,should not be constrained to marry in opposition to 
I ' ,, " I ,I. '  .  ' . ', ' .'· , 4 

her own wiahes, nor wa.a sh& to ma~ without h.11 knowledge. 

1. Prescott, \im•H.a Ferdinand and Isabella, Philadelphia, 
·· 1893,. PP• l75*l7Ge. , .-, 
2. :{.<!,em,.P• 183. . . _ , . . 
3o ldem, . PP•, 191•193. Also, Valera, Mosen Diego des Memorial 
de Diverse.a Hazanu, in B.A.Ee, .. Vole '10, P• 47 • . 

4. ibidem. 



r 

Villena promptly · attempted to force Isabel to 

in&.rllf')Oarlos, Duke' of Guiena,and vAlen the duke•s~e~r~ 
tentative 'b~ explained. in detail ;:the' a.dvsntages·.which.:··' 

I . 

'such amatrlage would•·haVE>, :VUienaJwas'-mor•.,·de~ermitiecl 
ih~· o,;er to 'bring about' the mat:ch~ . When' Isabel' iwi 
urged to ,give 'her ~onsent, i,be· used great diac',!.etion'' in 
her 'repiy, ' saying that'' she had; to' 'follo~ th'e laws :of' he:r 

country. awl. that the· :b1fm\as .' ot Cantile could h~ ' be ~is• 

'po·sed of in marriage witho'utth'e· c·onaont' ot the, nobl~e. · l 
· ·M~qulna baa · pictui~ecl the higb.•he.ndetf m~ne.1:··1n · · 

whic,b Villena attempted to·. toroe Isabel into: "th$' iria.r,r-iagt 

with the Frepoh' duke, even··going so tar c~ to 1pledge bis_ 
word that'°the -marriage would.:take place.·_ 2·· .. H~)1as· ue-: .. 
picted' 111· 'equally vivid tltu~ner. :tao.bel t 8 'rofuaal.' to· 08 'fo~oed 

. into the match~ end her ~oply;t~a· Villena ie in ~:onformity 
' , 

\dth ·historical i's.eta. s 
Of the various suitore: tor· Isabel's hand, 'the only_ 

· on, favored· 'by· her ww> 11or 'cousin :rrordinand 01 _:a;oson.; •:ror 
' ' ' 

him 
0

Ghe ·
0

displ9¥ed much affection, 'to tho oonstei-nati9ij ot 

Ville~e., who· feat"ed that. in .the event of the-upioniof Ce.stile 

and Arago11 -by 'saoli '. f1 mattiage. hii , OVJll p'ower and. ,holdingl 

1. Valera, 2P.• Cito iP• 50-51~ · · · 
· 2o Las ·Flores· d!J .. )t.rMO}\t · P• 12. 
s. Idem, p,· 21. 
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might be 'appreciably lessened;.' l ' 

.·.,.,·· Se;erul were·seekintf Isabel's' band'· at:·this time,', 
since: she' ·was· now tho recognised ·heir' to the' t..11.rone ot:;. 
Caetile,; emon·g' whom were the ·Prince of Portugal, ·Rich~d 

o t Engl.end.,: and · the Du.ke . of :Guiena., ; u well o.s Ferdirumd 
\ 

of· ·AregQn• 2 · .. .;· I 

. '' ' ' ' llarquina haa reoognized 'this fact in·. hi&:' creation 
' ' 

of the· :romantic' element oonne.ated 'With the ·struggle of. Fer-
' ' 

d1nand and the DUke of Guiena. ·· Istibel mentionif· thirt ·all ot 
these suitors have appeared to fight for her, with th'e.:ex• 

ception of.' Ferdinand, who is .'·represented by an ·unkn~vm. : 

knight. ·,She·, eoupltrl.11e. of this to· the knight, &ayingt 

~ '. '

Ouondo teriaba Ce.otilla 

' la ma.no de. su~ princosn, ' ; ' 

los de Portugal: vinieron 

oou eu 'ney a ia' oa.beza, 

vinieron 'lotr de' Borgonal: 

·tre.yendo ·. ai Duquo de Guiei1a1 · 

los do le.I Iolas, Bretonas~ 

con Rioarda 'de Inglaterrat · 

· 13010 el d$ • Aragon llO Ylno, 

mand6 erabaJada .sobarbiae 3

' ! ..... $ F ff

l. Presc9tt,: Op •. Cit., p~. 198. .· , · 
2. !dem,.pp ... l95-1~a-;·Also. Mariana, Padre Juan dea Historia de 

~ijian .. f!, in B.A.Ee t, volo . 31, P• 169 ~·:.-. I! 

s. ku.f!. Flores de Ai:a.g(t;i, Pf• ~7•38e 
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Ferdinand finds it necessary to defend himself, 

saying that his prince .desires to eee his future wife, 

rather than to marry her as a matter of convenience, de-

void of all sentiment. 1 He ie about to :reveal himself 

to her when their conversation is interrupted by the 
' .

arrival of the Cardinal, Md after the prince•s dep~rture 
' · . n . · 1, , ~ • , .' 

from the presence of I1fabel. he ie cast into pr1s6n ~t 

· command of Villerm, 2 

Tl1e. author has given here .a poetic'u .concepticm. of 

Ferdinandts imprisonment .+n V~~:1.exiJ's castle. ;, Further df-!" 

parture tr~m history ooours in th~. treatment of Isabel •s 

leaving Op~~· .In th~ d~ama ~he p~inceos sends to the ~ch• 

bishop !)f 'l'oled~ tor aid, as . s~e . is virtuallJ . a p~ie,oner in_ 

the castle, and he, with a force ot some five hundred lances, 
•, • • '· ' • r ~ ' \ t • '' · . , 

takes her from Villena'• power .a.n~ escorts. bet t!) Madrigal 

where be:t mother, Dona Xea'bel ot Portugal, ·resides. 3 In 
, . . . • : '. . . ' \ ., ' f .". • ~ i • 

histor,, Isabel wa.1 forced to seek the aidot the Archbishop 
ji, . : I ' : , S - ' ' ,·· , 1 .+ ,, , ,, J

not while in Ocana, but alter she was in Madrigal, for 
t • l '; I ,' 'r • , •

Villena .wae urging that she be taken by force .in order to 
' I . IC '. ' • : ' ' ' j ,,·' 

prevent ~er ~~ia.ge with re~di~end. 4 

.:VerieiJ.nilitude has be~n given to the play by the 

le Id!!!, P• ~a •. 
2• I.demo P• 48. 

· Se · !dem, P• 53• . 
4. · Valera, ~-011;., PP• 52•53. · Also, Prescott, Qp, Cit., 

PP• 202-2os. 
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/,' 

introduction of the .character of the mad queen :ts~bel ~t 

Portugal,.to ~om:Isabel appeals tor aid, only to find· 
I,; ! ·, ' ; ; ' •I ,1·\,.' 

that her mother's brief period of sanity is all too short 
. ' ' • • ! : • f : \ 1 . ( .. ~ 

to give her th• advioe end comfort whioh she so. desires. l 
,.' l ' ' , ' \, '' ~ . I t • ' ' ~ t • • ', ,, ~' \. ,'. • ' ! 1 ,, . '<

Isabel is e.t her.mother's residence in Madrigal when a 
,; I , l J I • , ,, ' c ', 1 

'
young .sirl .arriv~s with a message from Fe~dinand in which 

he declares his love, tor her• tel~ing·~erthat.1t.~ht.call1 
' . '

him he wil~ .be at her side. within two do.ya.> Before .Isabel 

bas an Ol)portunity .to send a reply, the Marquis of Vi~lena

arrives se~king an interview with her. The Archbishop of 
,' I f l • :; ; ,: l ' . . '\;·,.,·:,. \j ·,' I 

Toledo, learning of the arrival o't· bis nephew, offers hit 
~ , I , t \ < t ! , I • \ l, ' f \ ; , l 

t: l '· ,_,,,. 

services to ~he princess in Ferdinand's behalf, declaring, 
I t, • I •, 

' ' 

Aragon tient wia. pueria 
1 . ' ' 1 I ,· • ! , 

) ,I i•, 

'1 ,sta una llave1 mi espada.· 2 . 
l I I• 'I ' •

94 

In depicting the Archbishop's desire.tor the marriage 
1,:, fl cj ,i '. , : I <j t ' ' ''I

1
:·,; •' ! t J

1 

betv,een Ferdinand. and Isabel the, author has followed llistory, 
i,, ,, • j. • ,' '; ,, f \ ,i, (;. j!·, • '" :,' ,1 '':: 

for he did attempt with all his power to bring about thia 
> ,, \ ;. ' • \ j 

marriage, Just as Villena made equally earnest efforts to pre, 
l ' • ' ~ H \

vent it. 3 
j ;, 

Villena•s policy of intrigue ia pictured realistically 

in the drama, his deceitful nature lnaking it impossible fer 

him to follow an open, attdght•torward oourae at anJ time. 

' • \ t, 

lo,Las Flores de A£Mo~, ppo 51•74. 
2.- Idem,'., P•" 91«>'
s •. Valera,1 QR•· Git.-,. P• 49. 



; ; ' I< 

When he realiies that Isabel io .de~ermined to mar~-~~r-
, l, • 1, l

dinend, he-hypoor1ticellytelleher that hehaa gained 
tf i' 1,

Henry• s consent to the marriage, saying, · 
' . '

El R&f ha abierio las manos 

'JI 11b~etleo~i&nos·deja. 
. . ,, , ,0&.EU1~eis ·~O~. (lUien ~~er.is.: l , , 

i,",, 1;:: / 

AB' a. condition to this marriag$,·however, -Isabel 

it to give up claim to the. orotVn ,,:t Ca.stile, and Villena 

explains to her thus, · 

El Rey 
dispone que vuestra herencia '. · · 

. ' : ; ~ ; I ' 

renunoicmdo, abandon&i1 
\. ,r,, I

. la.a p~errogativas de· ella, 
,'. \ \.; : .; 

por voa y por · siem~re,· en su biia 
. dona Juana, ,'le. ·p~irt~G~·a. 2 

t '. : ,

.95

Historically, Villena did ·attempt· to·· ha.v1.1: Juan~;_de-

clared heir to the throne, chiefly.to prtvent Isabel's mar-

riage ~ th Ferdinand. S · · 

The author has made the manner in 'MliCh Isabel,sende 
. . ' ) ! ,i '-•• ; '

word to Ferdinand of htr need tott him,higl;lly ronmnlio •. In 
: • I , C , ; .1 ; /• .'

Villena's·preeence she diotatea.a,letter toher.loyal·eer-
• ' c ' \ I ~ • ' 

vitor, Gutitrre di Gardenas, .planning that the niessage will 

. . '. ''

1• J.,as,·Floros,de Ara,go~t P• 102. 
2o ;tdem, 1 P• 104. , ' 
3o Valera, 212• Cit., P• 49. 



be ta.ken by the young girl· . who ha&broughther th, )1ot:e .. ,. 
; , .I ,\. ·,

1
' i .,',' : ''. , (. ; j; ',;_: ;, : ,'.,· ,·'\.l.\; ' :' ,'.:',~ ,' ..':

from Ferdinand concealed in a, basket :ot fruit~ '_)rill.ens., 
i.: ·. °1 • , i' ;'• ',f '. . ·; .,',',; _i·,' :· '. , '.· ·. ,.,!f..,1··i·.'.'' ·,,·._;,: 

grea~~Y, ~~~~~  at Is~beJ ~-, ,.de{+~~· ot. hi~ ~~~h~riti' 

tuld 'disregard tor his' th~,e.i~,,, b.':lfl.s; the;i.~:~te,r. t~~o~gh:; . ·. 
an open ·w1ndow, · thus pla,in'g · .the • p'e.ri ~esired. byt~, .. prin• 

; • ! .:, •• ,, ' ',; ' ·-\. _ •.. ' . • 1' .. ' ,. 

cesa, tor tha·me1Jsenger .w~ta··beio~ for this vtr,'note.\'1. 
, ··, '. ,,· .. • : , l, l •; .1. '· ,,,, t, • •· ''

Oonsequ~nitly, whenthel' ·' Arohb.is~op: .' announces h
1
t~ J~~~in,••. 

to carry any word to F~rdiil8?1dt Isabel ha0 tlutgre~t . satie~ . 
\, ·, ' . : .• \ : .  . . ' - ' \ ', .. ; . •, '  . ·:' ',:. ·.' ' ' '·· l ,) •. , •  . ~ 

faction of'telling him that·· the Marquis baa elr_e~dY: ~iunmoned
\ ; '. : ', ) . :.;.~ . ' , ' ' . . ' '. .

the Infante of Aragono 2 

. This inoiden't i1an~the~ po~tical, 0()11~t>pt~~n~, end.
\ ; • ' • I '' ' ,. :.',( 

Ieabel · 1 .. eally summoned Jlerdinand to her aid by sending Gu-
, ': ' ' . •: 1, t;~ ' , •J ·, • : : . • , ' ', •  ' '· " • ,, ' . ':· . ' , ,' t '• • 

1

tierre de Cardenu. ans the. Arc~bishop. of ;oledo . ~o i.~torm 
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him of her need, her brother ~~ney e.nd the lteu-quitt of Villena.. 
, , ; : r ••••, ••. .:•••• •

being at that time in the, : ~.o~th. 3 , 

When news reach.ed Feridinand ot Isabel~a d.Qsire ·ror:,..,
' , . 'l. \ < ' .•• .i.' ( ',' . :. • (. ' : . ' •' ."\,. ,• \ ',..,,fI·,'. • ~ •

hia presence, he found himself much embarre.esed ,by,_ lac.k: of 
,, , ' ; · l ) \ : , ' ' ;: } ; ,, ·

1
'. .l ,. · , ' , · , ' '•.d .,',I, 1 ,~ ••• l, :.·.~ ••,i• ,•,'

autfioient tun.de end torees to make an impresst~, ~ntry-.into 
'' . 

Castile.· ,Xt waa finally decide~ that . he ehol.l:ld.malte .. t~, : 
' '. : ' . ,', l ·, ~ · , . • . , :, ,;.' ,; :, I,' l ,

journey accompanied by04Y a few ~ttendants in .. t.he dieguiee 
• 1 I ,I ! • ; • '  ' ', ; ' : ' ' ,. '• • •i '. '~ ., 

of merchants,' and that another. party, to divert, ~tt~?l".l;ioa .· · 
i ,  , ; ,'

9
•·. , ' ' ·, I ' :, ·,',:',,,I,.:,'. , , .·I

1. Las Flores de Aragon, P• lU. 
2o I.flem,. P• 112. · · · · · 
So Vale~, C2I!.t,.Cit., P• 5~• , Al.a~~_Prescott, ~it-, P• 203. 



from the disguised prince,, should go in a differen-t di-
. ' . 

. . . I. , 

reotion as an fJmbasay from the King of Ar8.$on. ,. The dis• 

.tance wao noi great·, but the intervening country was well 

controlled by squadrons of oavalr/ 'to prevent the prince's 

entran.ce into Castile. Ferdinand's part7 jcu.rneyed by

11igb.t, anci ho aataumed th~ diatguiae of. a. s·qrvant._ ff,ervi>:1g

his c9mpeniona at table and taking care of. tbe1r m?lles. 
~ • • • • • • • ~ • >. ' ; < ( • .f ·. ' ,i, ~. ',. • ' , • • •• ' i • ,: •. " ; • ' .~ 

,, ' ' . ' ..

In this guise they arrived at Burgo de Osma, where tbe 
... •' !) ~ , ! c ' : • _ , ' • ,.: I 

. Count ot. Trevino awd:ted th~ni, a.rut they were then __esoor~ed 

to Duenas ,and ;eoeived with much Joy by the inhabitants. 1 
'... .,. 'j' I ·., '' 't. ,u '. ' \ '.': ·: \ -,.•' '.'·· 'l ,- • , I • ' ' 

' ' 

Marquina has depicted vividly this teaturfl of Fer-
' : ' ; i \ < ' ' • • • 

d.inand's attempt to get. to. laabel, and presents a· eoene in 
: - ', ', ' ; • ' ' ' ; ', : '. ; ·' I ~' • • : , • " , ' ' I • \' ; , 

an inn a.t Penafiel 'Where the prince ant his , ifompaniona halt
I .' ' ! ' ' ; ' '; ' ~ '. ' I ' .; ,. ' ' '•" ' ~ ' " '

' ' ' 

on theirr Journey. to. Velladolid. Vi.llene. and tho Ma.r9ui1 ~t 

Santillana have e.rri ved there, c,eeking Gutierre de Cardenas, 
' • • '. '1 . . : ' • - • ·;:. • ' • ,•, • 

to whom Isabel had intrusted a moeeage tor Ferdinand, and 
' • < • ' '.; •,' • t ; ,· • ': ': • ! ' ' '

Villena has hopes.ct locating the prince by following the 
I : : ~ ' • l ' : ( • <' ' ' > ) ' ' : • 0 r •

old mon•s steps.· The latter arrives at the inn, es do Fer-
, . ' '; " , • ' • ' ' . ~ ' ' ! ; ' ' 
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dinand .end ,his two companions, end ~hey eucce.ed in completely 

outwitting,Villena, thus obtaining entrance for the prince 
' . ' • . . ' ' . ' ' ' ~ , ' ' ! ' 

l. Prf.>sCott, QR• .Oit. S 203•20511 .. 
2. Las Fl.o.reo do Arg.go.l_!,' Act III. 



the dramatic element by having Ferdinand deola.rea 

A Trevino, en ·Burgo de Osma, 

no aoepte las ( armas) que me daba,

y solo be eeguido y solo 

pienso llegar a las plantas 

de Isabel, donde se encuentre. l 

Thia detail serves the purpose ~f making Fer-: 

dinand an even greater hero, refusing the escort whiob 

Trevino offered him, arriving unaided at Isabel's pres-

enca. 

Further departure from history occurs in the 

author'. s treatment of Ferdinand' s arr! val at Valladolid. 

Isabel has counted the days since sending tor him, and 

9.8

on the third day has become discouraged at his failure to 

arrive. However, when she.ha.a resigned herself to the 

inevitable, Carrillo comes to announce Ferdinand's arrival. 2 

Ferdinand then appears to claim Isabel's hand, end despite 

the arrival of Villena and his command that the wedding be · 

delayed so that the king may have the opportunity to be 

present, preparations are made for the wedding that very 

morning. a 

1. Idem, P• 138. 
2. ~em, P• 182. 
3. Idem, PP• l93•2llo 



· ' · · According to history,. the prinoe arrived at 

Duenas the ninth of ·October, 1469~ :. He: then went to 

Valladolid with three eervants 'and:had a·seoret;inter-

view with Isabel·!'ive days later. On·the nineteenth 

of October the :wedding. took' plea& at· the : home ot Juan 

de Vi vero • where t~e · prinoess · was residing. , This news 

was carried to Henry encl Villena who were in .the south

and had been in.ignorance of the effair, and they were 

naturally much chagrined. at the information •. i. In the· 

· drama, Villena was on the scene, trying to postpone 

the wedding. · ,, i', 

. The author has added to· the· dramatic interest 

of the play:by having th$ time i-equired tor Ferdinand's 

arriva11n·Ca.etile and for the,wedding the short length 

of thr.,e days, but actually ten· days elapsed· from the 

time of his first appearance in.Duenas until the wedding 

took . place .. ·1n .valladolidt ·. 

: · .Ua.rq,uina' s treatment of '.the characters conforms

closely to hi.etory. Isabel. shows muoh discret:lon and , 

clear vision, and is diplomatic in her dealings,with·the 

very changeable noblemen by whom she is surrounded. She 
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is fearless in her defiance of Villena, displaying strength 

1. Valera, Op. Oit., -PP• .53•54. Also Prescott, <lit!_Oit., 
PP• 205•2080 



ot will in her refusal to be. forced into a. ma.rriage in · 

which· she bas no intere~t. Throughout. the play her calm 
,, ' ' ' I ' ' , t • . J' , ': 

nobility of nature. is evident, and she displays _a no~le 
' . ' ' ' ' . ~ ' . ' . '

simplicity in her dealings with those who are.faithful-to 
. ' l . . . ' 

her. She, exhibits equanimity al'ld jud~er1t, has, good; ·o~n- · 

versational powers, is. dignified in .her bee.ring, and in · 
' . - •. . ' ' ' :, Io,,' • ·_· • 
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every reepeot. proves to be a _worthy aspirant· ff:),'!!' the_ cro~, 

Marciuina has idealized her ,slightly, but the general. ohar-
• ' ' . •' . . ' ~ • I, • 

' . l 
aoterization is thB;t accorded heF. ~y h~storiane. . 

Ferdinand appears iri th~ dt:'ama at the ~oat. favorable 

period ot his life, being represented as a handsome, gallant 
,,

young knight, of unusual activity and_ skill, in arm,,-; evi-

denced by his defeat ot G\\iena tmd hi~ ~scEt.pe trom the .

prison. He is, furthermore, an excellent. speaker, an __ ardent 

lover, fearleus ~d quick of wit, in all respects an_ ideal 

suitor. 

While Ferdinand was, in fact, a. hands~me, well~pro• 
' ' ~ 

portioned young man, of temperate habits, a· fluent speakex-, 

and en excellent.horseman, be was not the fla':lless character 

which the author has presented in his play. Despite thia 
' . ' 

idealization of Ferdinand, his general oharacteris~ios are 

l. Castillo, Diego Enriques deli Cronioa de Don Fernando e 
Dona.Isabel, in B.A.Eo, vol. VO, P• 2S6o 



much the same i,i histor7 . and in the drama. l · 
' ' ,: f ', ,' , • , i,! ; •' 1 

0
1

;_ I 

· . . . E4ually true to. history is the character of the ·
,. • . , I ,' / · , . , , · >, ! , ! ' • ·f, I, :I I , ' ' l 'I ·, , •, ' ' ; , ~ , ;, ' 

Marquis of Villena •. Through9ut tll• play bis undependable, 
' . • , • ' • 1 ' I '. f 1 , \ , \ ,1 ~ I ', , , ; , , • / ·• , ; 0' ' ' , '- ', < }

intriguing n·a.ture .ia in evidence. .Arrogant and eager to 
' , ' ' ' ' • l ') ' ' ~ ;. ·~ . ' . ' . . • , 

a.sewn• oomplete power, he does not hesitate to pledge his 
' ~ ' • ,: , ~ ,', \ J '. l \ '·, • .1 ' • :< , ~ ' ' : I r ' .• \ ; ·• I < • f . ' : ' ' ' ; \_., ~ '' ; '

wor<.i for the disp~sal of ?sab~l 'J' hand and he hns no com-
• ' ' • • ' - •I \' < '

P~.o~~o~ abo~t · ueing force t~ be~d her . to .his will. . He 

continually. resorts to . deceit and hypocrisy, takes apparent 
l I • ;); I: ( ,, ( ' . . . • '

delight in using threats to t~e princess, and exhi~its great 
' ,; T : ~ ' l 1 ' ' , 

control ov~~ the feeble Henrr's will. 
', ', ' ,, . '. ' ,, '· ! 

It · is ot like character that he is described in 
. ' '

history, avarioious ot power, threatening Isabel with im-
- ' > ~ , ' , • ! ' • t 1 , • ' 1 I; ' • < • • i • ,, , l '

prisonment if she should tail to do his bidding, espousing 
\ >. < ' ' ' !, : ' I • i I 1 ( ' ', ~ • ! ', '. ' , . ,: l , I ; '. , '.~ ,; ,: .' '

th, cause of the princess 3oanna to prevent the ~arriage of 
• ' I '• , f • ' , • • , , ~ ; i, 1 l . ·, , ' j • ' 

Fer<li~and w~th the princess ~t .Castile, endeavoring to torce 
,,, ', " y • •• ;, '. ' •. ' ' ,, 

0

1 :1 . . ·,_; ''·, : ' :· ', . 

h.ie w1;1.1 \lpon all, an intriguing eervant ot en easily intlu.• 

enced master. 2 
·,,\. \ ;i 

Villena.• s uncle., Don Alonso Oarrillo, . Archbishop of 
;· / '

Toledo, , w~s ot aterner character, haughty, .fierce and in-

tractable. Both in his.tory and in the drama he favored 
, '

Isabel'~ marriage with Ferdinand, and oame to her aid in 

l. Ibidem. 
2. Valera, ·Q2.· Cit., PP• 47•51.: Aleo Prescott, ·OlL...tliL, 

ppo 198•199 • - · " · · · · 
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time of dietress. Despite hie willingness to succor the 

princess, he did not thus defy Villena·e.nd ~he king through 

~ove for Ferdinand. In tact, he explains.quite clearl7 hie 

stand on the question ot the division ot power bet~een Isabel 

and Ferdinand, saying to hers 

FUes· yo no arroj, mi guante 

contra· Portugal y Guiena 

para: es:tar· mal:, C~ln Villena·. -

por el amor del Infante; 

&l base, que yo lo deJo,. 
I ,'' , .• •,' ,' t 

' ' ' , ""la mano que ·eeta p_or elf 

pero ~n~ienda que Iaab~l 

tiene dotr~· SU Conaejo& l 

In the drama Iaal)el becomes indignallt at the con-
~ ' ,, '

di tiona imposed upon Ferdinand by the nobles, , uh,ich. a.re · em-

bodied. in'th~ t~llowing st~tementt 

f C 

' ' - ' ' ., , '

El Infante de Aragon 
' , ' ' ' .

no sera Rey caatellanoJ · 

. no. tendr{ cuno e11 monedai 
' I ' . 

no habra tributo que. _pueda

cobtar nuevo, abolir.viejof 

ee entandera que le queda

'1. Laa Florea de Ar@;SO~t P• .185• 



'voi' y no voto ;en' oonieJ01. 
se unen reyeo·,' no age.villa 

' ' s' ,. ' ''.· . ,, , ' . : , 

101 puebloe franoos eu unionf 

l~ Reina GS reina en' Oast,illa, 

. .. ,1 el .Rey e~ ·;e/ de Ar~gon ••• l 

,+ •• ' ' ... '. 

In both hi;st~ry' .and/ th~· dr~, Fe~dl~and tinds the

condition, imposed upon.him.by the Ca.atilians .rar from 

pleasing to him. In the to mer he: consent~d t~ · ~heir de-

mands, and undertook to respect the customs and. laws of 

Oastile,· to reoognize 'Isabel ·u.· t~e ·aoJ.e governor. of Oas• 
. . . ' ·'. . ·, ~' . , . ''

tile and joint sovereign o.r Aragon, and promia~d not to. 

leave Castile. himself ~th~u~ Iea~~l's consent. 2. ,In the 
'·

latter he· protests about the re~triotions and leaves· the
, , 1

matter in Isabel• s hands~ She it am.1oyed. e.t the in~er-

ference oftbe 'n~bl•o, end s~i to.'o~illo• 
, '

.. Pl!ea bieru e.m'bos ·;reinoe eon 

doe en W1C),1·tanto11onte.i 
t i 'I ', ' ' ' . I ,·.; .': 

Por m. Aragoni yo, por el, 

juro que hen de ser, reinando, 

Isabel como Fernando, 
Fernand~ , o·omo Is~b~l·S 8 

1. Idem, ·P• .186. , 
2. H'ume, · Martint. ;!he S;e~ish Peop~, New York:, 1901, P• 27. 

JJ.so, ·Mariana, Op. ,.01:t•, P• 170. a. Las Flores de 4¥:ago_q, P• 205•
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Theminor characters, .. such··asBeatri1
1'Bobadilla, 

j . , ' • ' , l ; ' J , I ~ jr • , ·' ' I 

Isabel's loyal and sympathetio , friend, Gutierrez deOa~
•.'' ',,. , • l ,, l \ ./ . ,:. : ,,, .. ,,. ' ' 

dene.s t'WO , W~.8.,:8,lW£i.l'S:r,e~ ,, te>. , :8~~~.~he,iyoung prinC,OS8 ,' 

andthe wido~~d queen :,+.s~be~::of Po~ugal,,~ea.11···treat~d 

realistically., Beatris was'IJabel's. oonstant companion, 
~. I , , : ' •, , ; ~ .•., ,' ' , I , ,,( ,. ' ~ ,

who in the drama provea a cons'cientious 'andworthy con• , 
l , I ) ,  , , , ' 1 ~ '< ! .' ' , • i ! , I ," -,_ - r ' l 

1
, ,. .  _ ,,, . .' , >,.''·.' •,,! t, _  \ ; 

fident of, the princess. It ,waa,Gutierrez de Cardena«l whom 
,
1 

' , , I , , > :f ,,; •' .'. l : • ;; '•' I ' • < > .• ! • ,' •,; •, . ' , , . l ~ • ' ·" !,'.> '.~ ~. Ii • l >\ , , '

Ioa.bel · sent in aearoh ot Fei•dine.nd,., and in. \vhom. ~he p;~oed. 
\ ' I.> •\ 1•' '''' .•• , '.•. , ...... ,,'•,,:' ,·. '.,_,·. '. 

much confidence, .and he is·treated by her in like manner 
, ,• ~ ~ < ·• , t , i ' l • l • T • ' , \ ' • : 1' :' f , '' ,l "• ,. I ' ' ),,,

in t~e 
1
dr.eme.,. .· Quee.n Isui~el, .ao~~r o~ .th~,J;>rin~e~11 .. , · i~ . 

treated sympathetical.l.y by,th, author, appet;&ring in all 
r ' ' ' ~ , , • I " t ', ,• ·, ' \-, ' ;  ' , : • , '.· ' ' . ' ,> • • '·, '. '.t ,•. ' ., .._, 

thepathosofherdisordered· mind,·enjoying, only:tor. a .. 
, 0 ,. 1 , , • • • < ; , : • I l 1 ! < ), '! '  •  • / ~- • , , ) • ' • ~· , ; , -, I ~ • 

brief period the tull poa,eseion ot hor faculties. 
0 : • ! : 0 r':,: •\ ' •,:' 'j,!,J ,'·, \<' 1) •!' •; ,'., 1: ' ,,\' ', i t• 

. Jfarquin~ llas made Isabel very humarf as ,awo~8!1 and 
, , \. , 't ; ~ l • j  • • t ' I ' • • • I •;• <'i ~: • i ', .~, 

majestic· as a princasat strong_ in her. ~~~ and firm in: 
, , : r •:<' , / , ' ~- • \ '; •'/ ! i f ; ,. \ I : ; o ','' j • ' ' ) 'I • • •I

her love. Vf.hile she is. ;piotureti: f alrly .true to history, 
' I : ' ' I ' ~ '> • ' ' • ' '

Ferdinand ia the more.highly ideall;ed of the·'two, piotured 
., . ,i ..' ·,'"•'

as gallant, brave and a. great lover, \iho, alone end Wl'-
; i '' • , '' ;,. ' I~- i ' '. '•, < • • •

aided, proved more them · a mu.toh tor the wilr Castiliens. 
'f • • ~ ,• j ) •  '  • : •• \ \ } ; ' ' ' 

The, hiatorioal teaturaa of t~e plq, the backgre>und of 
~ t \ 

numerous intrigu~s and jealo~siee, plots and counter-plots, 

the ever•present desire for power_and position, are pre-
, 

sented oonvinoingly, although not alweye inc&triot aocor-

d~c.e'~th'ract~o 
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El Gran Capitan 

Thie drama, which treats of the illustrious 
' . . ' Spam.eh general, Gonzalo Hernandes de Cordoba, is 

based· one. purely legendary foundation, as the author 

himself states. l It is concerned with the supposed 

.i. 

love of the Gx-eat Captain for Queen Iee.bel, a love which, 

while del.1ied by the ·biographers of Gonzalo, is.none the 

less in the realm of probabilit7. Quintana, in his "Vidas· 
, ' .

de loe espanoles oelebres" says that "The respectful 

gallantry of that cent'UJT in which Gonzal.o excelltd,. to-

gether with the loyelty end efficacy of his services, 

bad secured tor him a high opinion in the mind of that 
. I

princess (Queen Isabel)t who never wearied of singing 

his praise,. The courtiers came to euspeot, and perhaps 

even whispered, that in this obvious favor which the 

queen showed him there was more than esteem;·but the age

and. austere manners of Isabel m~st have given tho lie to 

the remarks of these evil•sa.yers, whose envy preferred 

to defame the Virtue of a woman without stein in tbis·re-

1. El Gran C,apit~, Madrid,' 1916, P• 250. 
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epect, rather than to recognize,.the outstanding mertt 

of Gonzalo. l 

Throughout the play ltarquina. has gt ven verisimil--
, '

i tude to en .id~ali~ed ch~r~cierization of the Great Captain · 

by· attention, ·to 'd~tail, ev~n 'in the matter of, th~ .clothing 

which the hero,. wore. · · The at~osphere ot r~a11em is s,o .w~11 . 

created that ·aonaalo's oh~racter ·1s distinct and conv~n.oing, 

while thG Other oharacter1·1n th6 plt11 are likewise 1~ie-

tactory. 
' ~1 I '· .I t 

. Gonzalo is ,pictured W3 the ide~ loyal Spanish 

knight, ,lhos~' allegiance 'to 'it.t~g ~d country v,as. me.in1adne~ 
' ' ' l ; . \ J • \ • \ ~' : • 

regardless of coat to himself o In the incidents with which ·. 
' ' . 

this d~ama is' concerned, the motive ·,power of all .~is actio~s · 

. ls bi's' gre'a.t lo;e . tor Isabel·~ a love , which we.a oonc~~ed 
•I::

from.'her untii' the final' scene. His slcill in arma and his 

bravery in' battle' have won for h:1m in history the title ot 

the Great . Captain, and very early 1n the plrq Marquina h~ 

this ability recognized by hie promotion to the captaincy. 

'In conformity with the oharaoter w~ich the a~thor 
' '

ha.a given him, Gonzalo shows his quickness ot wit by the· 

manner in which he deceives the Moor, Sidi Hyaya., ·.flS to 

1. Cited by Marquina, !dem, P• 251. 
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the o~ndition of ,tbe Spanis1i t~oope~ For day1f the .. : 

Spani~ds ·have attempted· to gain' possession of Baza, 

and as their efforts have prove~ fruitless., ~he . ~rOOJ>I,. 

be.VG ·grown, weaey, even mutinous. , Provisions, of :e.J.l sorts, 
'' ' ,. ''-. ,•) ,), .,.,

rebellion. · · When Sidi Haye.ya arri vea in .the t~nt · whe~e . . 
,, , , :••!-,, ,,:f, • °' J

' ' 

the new ·captain ·is. being . acclaimed, Gonzalo· quick;y .. ~r.ders 

b.ia ·servants ·to bring wine· for .. tht Moor, and·~.· a, turt~er 

flourish brushes a.side the latter's thanks, sayings 
,; .. ·., No .tel, 

porque hay· ego!smo. en· eeo I · 
' ' '' 4u.e·eaten ll'enas.con exceso 

lae bodegas del Real 

1 con tantae libacionee. 

van &brios,.:nuaeiros aoldados. 1 

· Further: evidence'· of . his ·. sp1ri t had,. bee11, given p~e-
/ I• '• •,! •· !.J \ 

viously, when he· bad .. told his ··servant, .. 

· Trae vino, . 1:t tociav!a 

queda YinoJ J ouando .no, 
, . I 

· por no deoir que acabo, 

,sueltanos una sangr!e.1 
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que antes que.mostrar ~as penas 

y las miserias , en,· que eatamos 

quiero yo que nos bebamoe 
t 

1 
, I ': 

i~· sengr~ d; ~ ~~ ~~  ~enas. i " .·. 
:,_ , ~· ' : I } '• " t 1 \ •' : ' 

Thia ·ge~tu.re proves of some '!'alue, for tho ~idi 
• , J : \ \ '. \ jr! i 1: ·t t • I ~ ! , :.;,, 

remarks thatthe conditions are not es badwith the 
~• ( I • ' 

, ~.'''•, 

Christians as he had been intormed. .. 
. 1 1 ,.; ' ! \ ·1.; • , r 

Gonzalo's loyalty and a.tteotio~tor tht qu.~e~ 

a.re evidenced early in tho play, ,when at mention ot b~r 
' '' ' , . '. ~ ~ . 

''

by Sidi Haya.ya he endeavors to silence the Moen(onc,e t~r

all by challenging 111.m toa du,1., Hisefforts e.r~ only 
thwarted bytile most unexpected arrival of Ieabol h~reelt. 
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That his love for the ·queen contains no~bing ot 

baseness and muoh·tha.t i& noble is portrayed bybis~sw~r 

to Pedro tlavarro, who accuses him of threatening.the Moor 
' • ' I • •• ' I' .'' ~ ., ..

' '

in order to avenge his,love tor Iaabel ratller than to; 
JI ' ' • 

punish tho Sidi's indiscrfJet rsma.rke. Gonzalo answers him 

e que.rilY t eaying 1 

Sirvo a la Reina. 1 la adorol 

pero ello, Pedro.Navarro, 
,,.

ei en mi es verdad puesto en oro, 



. 11Q loi '.~s en' t! di,~ho :tn bar:ro;'

.:oada .vos'. que·.mi.· ro<lilla, 

.d~blo ante' tlla~·,oomo ·tfl ley, 

.J, '. ' ' .,. ' ' . ' .. ' • · .. · I ' 

te adorarla mat· qut el·.Re1 . 

. ,. :un. pocu,· ~t{·ci~• .da~t1·11a~· 1 .. 
•• >

Thie oontess;lon, ot .his· to Mavnrro serves ·tb~"latter 
1: ., 1 ..t •• I_ '-' . lo

as material for ncau.se.tion against. Gonzalo to, ·th~ .. king. · : 
;. '·' ;' !1 !, 1' ' :, 1,_ ;: 

Great as is Gonsalo'e·.pride in his ability\as ,a_
'. 

tv~;i·o~,'" his love for. I~~bel ·causes him to rej~1c~ at 'the

~rospecto·f ''not lea~ng Castile as commander of the, .. troops 
.. ' ' l . . ., 

,ent to Italy •. Mavarro taunts the captain at the. king.•s 

failure to· appoint him ··commandc.n:•, but the· GrE>Elt Captain-
' l ' 

retorts th.at this is· what h• had, much desired. 

Soy telia, Havarro em.igo,f' 

. La guerra ·en· ltoli'a••y pongo 
~. i 

iue fuera·yo eu.·oaudillo~-
,, ,.,,

. du~a diea &iios,i lo 1aeno10 

»tea eno,, stn·ver 10s 01t10, 
• ' I 

que eon altar: de uu :imagon& 

, Penasndo,on.este:ouplicio, 
' ' , ' ' ''•i ' ' ' :, . \

seiiala.ndome , los ·. dedoe : . · 

de todo el reino, .he vivid.o" 

lo !!:!~!, P• 71e 
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Navarrot d1as enteros 

llamando a lamuerte a gritos. 1 

Despite his joy e.t the respite granted when he 

thinks that he will remain in Spain, a tew minutes latert 

learning that it has been Isabel's wish the.t · he go to 

Italy, he accepts her deeires without. murmur, sayings 
·~ \ ' : I . t ,.. I ; ;· • ,, ' -., ,: 'J 

Voy a Italia sin remedio~. 

si dona Isabel lo ha d1chol 2 
i: I ' ' ~ • ' . • ' . ' . '~ ' • ; , ;• .• l 

The author has made of Gonzalo a soul so· great that
' i ,· ·' i, .• ,,' \ I.·";-' 

he can rise above hie love tor I1abel in ~ervica to his 
'. I S ' \ ' .., ~ ' ' ' i :, • 

king, end this king on, whose vacilla.t~ ~i nature was ever 
' ' ', ' < ',' • ' I' ' I ' •

.... proving unappreciative ot· the great··de~
1
ds'ot 'his followers •. ,,.,.!:\ 

-I i ! I ~ ! ~ ; ;°' ! \ ' • 

In an incident in this pla,, however, ·aonaalo:··waa· probably 
t 

1
1 ' , I ' 

equally impelled'by h~a desire to spare I~abel a.n:v.P~ ~cl
' l. i" .: '/

by .hia _wish ,to serve the king. When the queen heard a cap-

tive Moorish girl singing in the .Alhambra, she immodiate~y 

suspected that her husband. was ·the holder or the oa.pti ve, 
t, ' ', ' 

and Gonzalo, 8."i the risk ot incurring her · eve1·lasting dis• 
"pleasure, olaimed the captive es his own, accepting Iee.bel'a 

'

harsh words of disapproval without flinching. · 

To bring about the conquest of Itw.y and to prevent 
) I

the ·rrench from harming Spain was o. taek considered impossible• 

1. Idem, P• lOSe 
2. Idem, P• lll · 
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yet one whioh .. Gonzalo accomplished. In Italy he had un-· 

limited power and Pedro Navarro continuously accused him 

of trying to rival Ferdinand in power, but. Gonzalo proves · 

to have been only aealous in his service to his· country, 

not in personal aggrandizement •. While loyal to.his kin$, 

he has not heeded the latter•s,ordere to return to Spain, 

probably because be felt that doing so would be fatal ~o 

Spain• e policy in. Italy. Pedro Navarro used this refusal 

to prove to the king Gonsalo's disloyalty to him and hie 

love for the queen• and Gonzalo's was tricked by a mess• 

age which the queen sent to Columbus to leave ItalJ and· 

return to Spain. Knowing well the preoe.riou1 conditions 

of Spanish power in Naples, be none the'lese confides the 
) 

government for a short time to his daughte:t Elvira, for 

the queen's orders ere to him absolute. 1 

Confronted by the king and Pedro Navarro, who 

caused the king to send him the talae message, Gonzalo 

tll!ergee trom . the meeting more firmly enth.roned in the 

king's favor than before, while NaYarro is proved to be 

a base traitor, 'Who has sold himself to France. 

The queen is pictured as having great faith in and. 

admiration tor Gonzalo, yet her loyeltJ to rerdin8lld in 

l. Id!,!, PP• 201•202. 



. vi8\v of his not altrays admirable nature, is the more ·· 

striking and praisewortliy. Sw.•e ot the Great Oaptain's 

1>ower, she proves qui'olt to aome to 'his defense a:11d ta· · · 

sincere in her efforts to have bim·appreoiated.: '. Tho"', 1
.' 

depth of her teelirg for · him surprie0a her when shrf he~

him o~aim the Moorish girl·e.a·his own, e.nd she,· io,torceci 

to call to her aid .her dignity ea, wii'o of Ferdinand and 

queen ot Ca.stile. \Cjhen she l~arn.~· ·hhat Ferdine.n~ he.a · · 

been at fault, and ·that· Gonzale ha.a taken. the· blame to 

. serve hiB ld11g, her relief ~a BQ great that sh~ . is l1orri• 

tied .o.t · her own feel.i11gs. · Her lady ln. ·.,aiti1ig, mtsund~r-

standing her emotions, assures her that· the king,tbougb 

careless, loves her,. and· Isabel- exclaims· that,·it.·•1r1· not 

thiawh!chtroubles·her., In,ber·dieti-aaa at discovering 

h9r own feelingef alla crietic 

Si es qu.e lei, quiero& : 

Rom.embaring her pofJition,'she exclaims~ 

,Has o!dQ? 

No, no has o!dol · Ho pudfj,

si lo diJe• :haberlo -dioho ..... 

Fango on todo; hasta· en m!, fnngol 

Exul tQ. mu.ndo; baa venoido o l 

le J;dem_1. P• .l52e 

.. , ..... \ 
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. " Ex~opt: ~or this one outburst, the queen proves. -
'; ,"'- ,' ' ', ,·} I •·. ' ' t : • • I \ ·, J :,. : ! ; ·, ·~ ! ''. 1 ; ' ', ': ' ,, '. ':'., ' '), t I ; ',. ', ·;,_ :

.able.to. ~~ntro~ her .teel~nge, and y,hile she is. quick to 
,,;, ,·. ·:, ,, ' ' ' ' ;,, ·, ' '.·.·· ·1 }' ' , ·. ,' • ,, i ''··:: ••· .,' .·•

de~endthe gre~t. wax-rior,, she i~ a loyal wit~ and,~orthy 
,-; . "'.;. ' •' •' ., '.; ,;·; ., 1 '· ; ; '1 .', L , ; ( ' ., r_,, i • ; •• i ; l :. 1 1' ·: • ' ·~ .;: ;

q'1~en!t · 
,1,,, ,• .;, : .. 

. P'er~n,and, on the .contrary, is easily swa,ed, 
.... ,,· ;.r ,,'.;. ~ --·t,;~~) ,: :·"' , : .... '' .. ,_ ;;· ,'.;_1, :, -~-, 1: \ .~.-r·: ..:: ,(~ ':·,, t 

la.ok,,-ng in character, ever ready to-· be influenced by the 
' ,i . . ' : , i ' -;, , \ , ' : \ ': : .i ; . { l ·, :_1 .: ; I i ' ~.J , ;; ': • : .1! : •, , ~:, , •.: ' : •. : • '.· : . ·, ·\ I i ' .,; 

wily. oou~ier,., .Pedro Navarro•~-. Je~ous1 ot Gqns~o has 
' ,· ', • .. ., " • ; ' ' ' • ' ' \ .,, 1/ : i ! • •) ,; • • ' '

0 
' ' , • ' > •• '~: ; • ( I 

had an echo in the soul of Ferdinand, and the lattsr is 
\ ..:.-.,.: ~., L .. '~' ~_,I:.~.:.. ! . ! : ,!,' .·-,·;·'•fl'. ~:, /:·.' '~.' 1:.·. ,,· 1 '! :·,: I~ ·, 

suspicioua of the captain's deeds in Italy a.nclof hie 
: . ': . ' ' "~ ; l ' i ~ ' ' ; ; , •. : ) '. ,;: ; : . . \ '· . !. .,"· \ ,! : : i t ·:. ' ·l, : ~ 

love fol' Isabel. He.seeks.to sou~d his wif(l'B ~aith in 

Gonzalo. urging her . to call. t.he Gr-eat Cal)tain .be.qk tq
' ,; ', ' '. ' ! ' ; / , .' i ' I : • ' '. •• /... • ·: ; ' :~ :, J , 1 

. Spe.:Ln, ea.y~nga ... , . , ~ , Babemoe

que don ~o~z~os'•? . all! · 
~ / • I ( 1 

' I" \,'. 
0

1 • 

m~.r.ey de.~o qu~.podemoo 

_eerlo ._ n~~otros. ·~u.!, 
ha.oe ~- et.t_ antQjo y oit modo;,

• ' ; '. '1 ·' •• " 

ll,eva. su. plan J lo call,ao ••. 
' • ; \ ,• : • ' ~ " \ I ." l, : f : •

Isabel r~toris: 

,.1.,. . 

isabeii ~~ un plar>: de batalla. 

mejor que .t~iuni)ir en todot ·. l 

Thie. ,doe& not .relieV,e. ~he ~ing• o anxietu, &ah 
l . . ' . . I

spurred on by .Pedro .N~varro,. he s~nd~. to Gonzalo the 
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4ueen's letter to Oolumbue. Ferdinand had the grace to 

be ashamed of the rust, and when confronting Isabel and 

Gonzalo, he blamed Navarro, as ~as to be. ex~ecte~. 

In the characterization of Gonzalo, the author , 
I. • ~. ' • l ,. ~ 

has given a highly idealized Sp~ard, one whom.lo1alt1 
' ' ' ' ,, ' .. '

to his country and love of his queen. urge, on :to almost 
'l ' ' ! ' 

1 incon~eiv~le feats. While. it is generally conceded. that
,• ' ' ,·, ,· . ' . . . . 

the Great Captain was one of the most noble charaoters in 
/ ' ., ,,
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Spanish history, Burko protests vigorously at ~is conduct 

of affairs in Italy. That he was the generous captain who 
I ' ' '; •,>•, 1 '.:' 1 ' 

shared freely hie prizes with bis n,en is indicated by the 

tallowing descriptiono "In 1500 a treav Wa.$ si~ed; ~t 

Granada. which amounted to an aot ot national robbery. By. 
~ 1 ' . ' . . ' • . '-. '

this treaty, Naples was to be take~ fr,om Frederick, the 

reigning sovereign, with whom both parties were at.peace. . . 

Partly to give color to the crusading el€lment. in this. treatJt 
·~ I, " 1

and partly to have ~ anny .on ,the. spot, Ferdin~d fitt~d ,.out 

a fleet of abQut sixty sail end tmbarked an.army of.nearly 
. . . ' .' . ! ', '·.':' 

five thousand picked men under the command of Gonsalo de 
' I ' ' ; ' • ' 

Cordova. After several victories, Gonzalo wae r-eceived in 
' ,i'.,' ',

Syracuse by the ambassador from the Venetian republic, and re-

ceived presents of plate. silk stuffs, ~urs, ric~. ~rocadea 

and horses. Gonzalo, with his accustomed magnificence, 



refuaed. to lteep1· more than four ~ilver vases and t~e pate!lt 

of citiaeneh:Lp tor himsel~, and dist~ibuted the,remai~der 

of the p1;~ente,. 1ricl~~ing ten ·thousand golden ducats, . 
. . . ' ' I l ' ''

among his. eoldiers~'l 

That the character ot Go11selo ·is not greatly over-
I I ; ~ . i ; '. 't ,, ' ' ' • ,••' • , -.

drawn is obvious from comments upo11 him _by histo~ian,,-·· The 
. ' ! 

, reel laurels of victory· in .the etriggle ·111· ~talybelonged. 

-to Gonzaloo ·He.had been '>rought up·in a echool'of ~~ and 

had much 9xP&fi~nce during ~l'llssleswith the Yori~C(is. 

Mariana ·,eye the:', beoause· ot bis grea.t skill i~_bat~le, when 
• , ' j 

other. cbieftnina . we~~ oomparef: v,i th .· him · they . Appeared not 
' \ . .. ' '

hisequalsbuthie ·inferio,rs,· whi1e beseemed'to be .. general. 

ot a11.·2 
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Early '1·n his oareGJ' he had been eingl.ed out byIsabel 
' • , I ' :  ' •  • ~ ' " 

torpraise and prom~tion:• ; ·He;wasdistinguiehed'by h'is.super-
. . '~ . . . ' ~ 

! \. ' ' ' • ,, ,., ' . ' 

ior physical ·and spiritual qualities, b;(the gallantry of his · 
• I ' , "", •' ' 

! ' ' ' . ' 

person,· by'hie ~trength .~d·. skill ·111 the use ·of. e.rms, bythe 

elegance.end dignity of his'tllel'Ulers, byhis liberality and 

ottentatioue magnif1oenoe. u dretis ancf in all aots ot life, 

bythe quioknees' of bis wit,by·'h11··.amiability·· endhis ani-

matedand pl~asing.conver~ation~' a ' 
\ I ,'. 

1. nurket. Ulictu IA,Histo!7,.:ot SI?Bin• New York,· 1900, vol. 2, 
PP• ,·190-192• · .. 

a. Mariana, !filLOit., pa 254. 
s. Lafuente,, ~Cit., Vol. 10, PP• 29°So~ 



, It is a courtier of 'this type, that the auihor . 
has ··presented in his oharacterization ;of Gcmaal~,! oriei ." ·. 

: poaeesai11g all ·,the virtues ot gellantr1 a.nc1· loi,~tj, · 

and. singularly·· tree from defeote. Marquina ha~. ~hos~

to ignore the hero's faults,· tor i~deed,· they aonrcely 
. .

have• opportunity .to enter into ·the action. ; Gonaaio'.was 

none the less a quite human oaptdn, 'and once ···remarked.• '
"A gen~rol must obtain a. victory •. at 'any. price,: right . OE'

wrong.·: · Af'terwa.rds. he Will :'be able 'to :make. tenfo1d. ~:o~ 
penso.tion.to those·whomhehnB'injurede" l 

· .. Moreovar, 111o oonduc:t · 1n 1ta1y 1s ·not .that \r~ch 

i.m>Uld be expeoted Ot · auoh · 8 j>e.tte~ll ·o'f pe~f eetlon' 'as' pr~ 
ee11te'd· in the pl~• The Great :Captain was o~i of .'.the most 

I , .I' . . , I

chivalrous 'and most honorable: gentlemen in Europe~., But ·. 
' . ; . . . ' '. t • " : : . ·~ '. . ' ' '. . :. t ·:. ' : i ; . . ; '-'. '. ~ •

hie duties as ·servsnt,·ot · Ferdinand .tha,.Jl.at~olic caused him 

to 'tarnish. his !eme in. the eyes 'of poste·r:ity bzr.:treaohery 
• : ' . . 1

in service to.his kingo .T~fi..nto'couldnot·be·r~oovered· 

by the ·force at bis. diopoaal, so he 'resorted to t~auc.fto 

take the. c1 tyo · One of the eondi tions of the surrender of 

Taranto was that the Dltko of Calabria. might be tree ·to· go 

vhere he wished.· The· Great Oapt:ai~ was anxious .. for the 

lo Plunket, I. L.1 Isabel of Castile, Mevt Yorki, l915~ P• 368. 
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duke to be of servica·to Spain, and not·to Fri;uxre,,. ~· 

o!f ered bim thirty.thouao.nd' ducats.if he.would, EJe.rre.the 

Catholic ld.ng. Taranto was given iips, but the~r~.a~'.pap-

tainhadthe·dukewtll surroundedwithguardssothat:~e

might not eeoe.pes andthough the· duke's father,. King Fa• 
I' ' • ' ~ C, 'J r

driqu.et begged Gonzalo to a.bide by hie agreement, . urging 
I . ' ,, ' •/ .. ' ~ ' ; ' ., ' ' • 

him· not·· to ·. break his·. word,. the Great CaptaJ "! wae not p~r-
, ' '- . . ~ -. ' ; . .,: '

suadad•andthodtiksvi1aosent toSpainasapr,ieone~. . , 

. Gomtaenting, ·Mariana\aays, "It· does n()t seem .th~t 
' I ) •  ' • :.• ~ '; • ' 

lle-kept hie. agreement. :tn war, v1hoie there that keep, 

it in every particul~1·• 1 

Regardless of. the ne~eesity of serving his king,, 
' ,'<. ' ' , '

the fact remains that in this inetanoe Gonaal.~ broke his 

pledge word,. an act not in .. keoping .nthan. other.wise un• 
• • • •• ' /'- 1 \ ' ' 

sullied honor. · 

·. Speaking of queenIsabelt_ B'.'lrke says.that.~~  

jud{9'.aentof. men was·unorring,_ as.eriden.ctJd, by:J1er ~~-~ice . 

. of Gonzalo .aecoman.de~in-chiet ot ller armies. Possessed , 
'. 1 ,, \ _'. 'I·, '. ', ' : ·: , I

of much be~tv, vanity~W'-1.S unknown. to her, and. ~h1le she 
• . ' ' ' '  ' • l • 

was simple snd.abotemious ~n ~e~:deily life, ah~_Qould 

make a rioh th9wing •. She··waB more devoted byfar .. t~ her 

husband than to her ch1ldren, and was wonderfully active. 2 

1. Mari111a, Op. Cito, P• 279. 
2. Burke, op;-1ftT., PP• 232•23S. ----. .
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This activity of Isabel• a is shown, early1 in· .the 
, ; < , , I•' '< '. I •. " 1• • 1 I. ' . •,:.. ' •,'

plrq, w11,n she arrives. at_, the. $paiu.sh ,cemp_, dutj.ng ,the,·,
' ' • I I ',' a : ; C, : ;,,: \,, • ' ,, • 

siege ot 1;3aaao . Baza. was _a rugged .city held. by,.th, MQors,
( ' ·c~ : < • ' ~ ·, ' , ' ; '. ; • ' • ' • '. ' • ' • ' '. • i• ' ' . , , ' . . ·., • I"\ ;:

and th~ mountain torrent~ ,inundating.everythini ~~erby 
' ' , , ' ', , ' \ , ' • .: • ~ • · / \,, · ; I I • : , , ' • · · . •

had made the roads leading there praotically,,impassable. 
';, ', . • • ' • '. • ' . ' ' ~ ' ,' :, ' : • I '. • '. I • l i ' '" • • I .I .' ' ' I . . '' ', '', ' \. ' ' • • '

It was with difficulty.that the offioere kept tl\eir· troe>pa 
' ",,i,; !,; -, '-..'' ! ·. JI ·, \. 'I ' j .•· '. ' ; , '. ,•• 

eliveo Ieabel at once had the roads reparied, but .as ,the 
. ', ' 1.\ :,. : ~ ; : I ' ' 1 '1 ' ! ' • ' I ' , I • • ' I •• ' : ' ; ~ '

men were dissatisfied by llardships :and there Wf.\flgrave
1 ~, 1 • ~. t O , " ( ' \. • > f >, 0 J ' .;. • ' , ' ' ' •

de.nger ot, muti~7; . requ.es~6: ·,~o.rr ~tie, preaen?e. of, .the queen 
increased, and}Jb~ m~e t~e, j~µrney there,, On,her e.rr~val 

she tras recei'.'f~d with great enthusiasm, and the. Moors,. 
,., 1,. I' I • \ • ' " ' ' ' 

gazing from ~heir wa.1ls witb_waµd~r, ~aw the ~enewed acti,,. 
'.1 '. :• 1 1· ,, ' . -· ' ,:< • , •• ' '

it7 ~n. a Span~s_h camp whet~ _Juet previously discoura.geme~t 

and real want had been manifest. Baza was. p~actioally. im-
• : I l, ' : ' I 11_ \ 1. < '. : < '• ••• I ' ' 

pregnable, but Isabel's arrival_ seemed to throw a epell.even 

over the Moors,. and a nu.lsse~ger. ~ame trom Sidi llyaya -~ th a 

petition for negotiation. A ~apitulation was soon agreed 
' ' ' ' ' ' . .,. . ' ' . ' ' ' ' . '

·'

upon, and_ on December .4, 1489, ;tpe_ Spaniards 1;ook .formal-

possession_ ot .. t~e ~tyo 1;

In this instance there is a remarkable-evidence of 
~ • ' \ 1 

Isabel~s .unusual powers, and ~though. Marquina bas .adhered 
; ' \, I ,,,· , ' 

fairly closely . to histoey in l)ie treatment. ot the .. siege -ct 

t. Mariana, Ope Cit., PP•, 232-:233 • 
. ·---



Baaa,. he ,hair oreated a romanti.<f olE)ment .by ha~ng; the 

S!di;deliverth~1 city to· the qµeen ··beoa.use. ot ·.bia,Jireat 
' • ~ " j • l ·, I , , , ' l .I i ' '. , . , ' ' . •,. 

admiration tor, her. beauty,· declaring that he. w:tll ., thon
' i • ' ,· . • • ·1.· 

throw·,, bimeelf · from· a' ol~tt , because ot hie ~:reaollery tcr 
'·· ,, ' ' . . ' . .· . ' . . ..

his· ow peopl~, , The author has · further· dopa.rte" ·ttom ., ·. 
< , : • ,:, • • ~.' , ' ' : i ~ l• < ' ' :, ' • , I , , 
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h18to·ry in·~~· Isabel's ar~i~ is, in the.play, ~'CO~ :

plete ·surpr:ioe, both to the troops rmd to Fordinand, where-
• ~ .. ! • ' ! ' ' . ' ' : . ' '' ,· •, ' ' ., ' , 

as her presence was··really .. requested and expected.,, _. ,, 
• ' : ' .. / ' i • ' ., )

,Isabel'' a intelligence and ability a.r~ r urlhet ,. .. 
J ' : '. : ; • • • ' . ' : -~ • . . • ' • : ' . • • ' •• 1 

testified to . by the :following,. ,. · ."Is,abel, vlith 11,~ .natutel 

penetration'. for_ kno'!1ng the merit of perso2:13, .. did .not. 1 .

_cease .. praisirig, .and recommending Gonzalo to her huf.lban4 .u .
'. , . ,i , ·, ·. -- t .... ' .·1, I • :·: • ·• ·,· , 

the subjedt moat apt to oa~r, out, sucoesst~y the.~~glleet 

t~e of, ent~rprise, and Ferdinand. recognised :the. fa!J:l;_}UfH>•

There .. ceme, to ·pass, then; the French· invasion of ·Italy,: and 

Ferdinand end ·I~abel.; of commorJ. ~ceords, chose 'Gf)l'laol.o,- d•. i 

· Oordoba ·as the -most· suitable g$neral to-.atop. tho .. invader .. " 1 
. ,' ;.' . _,· ' ··,·' ' ' . - ' ,, . ·; .. ,· .

The portrB¥el. .ot. Isabel 1th on the whol"' Qonyincing. 
,·. . . ; 

She appears,h~rt oblivious to her husband's many ta1.1lto, end 

io moat interested in the advancement. of nor. kingdom and . 

. · the ~el.tare· of her subjoc,ta., 1 She =shows: untiring, zeal anc:1 

;nergy in bahalf of thos~ who.are.loyal.to he~, as evidenced 

-------
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.by her appreciation of the efforts of. Oolumbus·and her 

defence of Gonzalo against the king's unjust suspicion,. 

She is able to control· her love tor Gonzalo c.oml)letely, 

and ignores the potty nature of her bueband. Possessed 

of intelligence and much wontanly cha.mt she does not 

heeitate to use tbe latter in obtaining the key to Basa 

from the Sidi.; thus r.aising the siege. Har .activity and 
determination ~e manifest, ·especially in the .~e>ng .j~urney 

which. sho ma.1ces to Baia in order· t,; consult hor husband 

and to' further her' plans of sondi~g the e~ptain of her 

choice to Italy. 

Wherea.s .. the character ot· Gonzalo ia e~ .idealized,. 

the author has drawn Ferdinand·much aa histo~:paints. him, 

a treacharQUS t Vacillo.ting k '.ng, aver suspicious, Of M . 
~ \, \ . ' ·, ~ 1, '. \ • ' ' ; ' ' I ' t ' ' . ; 

attempt to encroach upon· l1io power. Desp~te :111~ taults, 

'11e possesasa intelligence ~ld wh~~ he ia convinc~,e'd . ot a 

serv~1t•s usefulness, he.a no,hesit'a.ncy in ~-tuizin~ :him to 

the fullest extent. He is aJ>pr.eoiative of a favor at one 

moment, yet ready to accuse the bestower of.the favor the 

next moment~·most unreliable in character~ 
,1 
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The cont.re.st between Isabel and Ferdi11~d io marked, 

'both in this play and in history. "The· queen was all spon• 

taneit:,, the king all reflection. She t.rod the paths ot the



good ·1u order to attain good; but he scrupled little to 

resort to dissimulation, deceit, end 1n oase of neoeseity, 

to crime. He wu dietrwrtiful; above all else1 she above 
' \ ' ;\• 'I • • >.{

all, heart. :tsabe1 took pleasure in increasing the number 
I ; ' " ' , J l · ' 1 < ' ' ,,, • " '

1 
/ ' ~ • 

et her vassals, that she might, possession dominion over 

human soulcit whereby" to swell the ranks of true believers 
I , ., ·., 

111 the·' earih.' CFerdinaucl took pl.e~ure likewise in the
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growth 'oi the church ·au4· Chr1stienit7J but
1above 'such 're':i1a-

ious gratif 1oation he ,et the satisfaction botn of . domination 
1 ' ,! 

and.oonquesi.~ l 

The De.sis of ·the.drama is.this purely.tbivalroua low 

of Gonzalo for the qlleen, and ie ~urely legend~. Isabel 
i , i 1

. appears to· have been ever devoted to her husband,. ignoring his 

many faults~ in her 11111 ehe made mention ot hel" great attection 
" ' I 

for Ferdiu,emd. Marqui11~ has· felt tree to int~rpret the rumor 
ot the lovt 

1ot Go.naalo ior Isabel in th~ regione ot the purely 
• • 1 I / 

po.tit,, and he.a centered. in thie almost rqstio sentiment the 

key to the soul of .Gonael,. A Character of eu.eb pueion and 

au1tent7, ht well feels, wuld be capable of rising to the 
' ' '

heights of sentiment such ·e.s are here attributfd to h~. 8 

The author teele further Justif1oation tor hie treatment of the 

hero, in the matt·er, GOllfirmed. by history, of the aversion ·Of··'

lo Howard, O, 0.1 Isabel of Castile, New York, 1894, ppo 242-
248. 

2s El Gran ~apitan, P• 250. 



Ferdinand tor Gonzalo, and the latter's sudden, complete 

and voluntary exile from Spain at the death of Is,abel, · 

when he seemed to lose the stimulus of his former heroio 

deeds. l 

The Jealousy which Ferdinand had ·1ong· had fe>r ·. 
' . 

Gonzalo, . but whioh was . p'revented frQm ·. breaking ·~ut 'by' the . 

benign infl~ence ~t. :Coabel,. rose ·to'· an. uncontrollable 

height after. her death.' The prompt loyal tr wit~ \V~~h
. . . ' 

Gonzalo obeyed the mandate recalling him to Spain• _proved 

Ferdinand's ·suspicions groundlesa, but does not seem to 

have allayel· than. 2 
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In the matter of Gonzalo's prompt obodi~~~e 'ot the
king's request for him t'o coma back to Spain•. Mar<auitia has_ 

departed !rom the fa.eta, imd in hio ple,y it te.kes. the quee~.'s 

le-Lfan: 'to' reoall 'Gonzalo to his OVJll country. The author h~ ,,.,,, 

furthar departed· from hietory in ,the matter of . ~be reoeption 

given Gonzalo on hie return to, Spain. , After. expelling the . 

French from Ootia., he via.a complimented by the designation . of 

"Deliverer of Rome", and when he pa.esed over into Spai~ in.

14S>8, he vies eumptu.oualy eutertainod and welcomed by hit 

sovereign. 

In Yarquina's work thi@ is not the cast- ?1ab0l 

lo Ibidem., 
2. t"e.tuent~• Op. Cito PP• 320-322. 



1$ ignorant ot tbe. deception practiced in the . dispatching 

,of ht.r letter to Columbue to th,. Great Captain, end Gon-: 

1alo, on his arrival, hold~ a very private meeting with 

the king and queen. 

The Great Captain is explained in this plq by . 

his love tor Isabel, a love .so lot~y and so true. that it 
I , t • ~ 

emounts toworship. · To .h:Lsmind•thtr proepeot.of .·seeing 
\ • ·.. • . l, ' ,. '

her, even though infrequently• is worth 811 thegloryhe 

could hope to attain in foreign_ lands. It is this love 
' ·, ' \ ~. • • ; ,' '. .,, • •' ' , ' ', . ; I

that lends unity to thedrama, which runs· throµg~:~~e. play 

as a connecting link ot the action wlµ.oh occurs .. tn.variou.s 
'/ ' ' '  • J, ' ; i 1 • I 1 \ ' "; '. 1 \ ' ·l, ( ','. '. < •: • ''. • ! ·, j , ::'· ~• ; 

places and over qUite a length 01 :t;inle •. It1 the first aot,· 
• • I ' ' '. ' ; ', ~ ' ' ' '. • ,. I • : '. : - ' ' ' .• /• : l I ' 

at theeiege of Baza, the young mill has just.be~n .ma.de a 
) I .,! ' ', ' " t•' ).~ '. ', '.;,' I,• l.": ' ,:' I ·, '. Il' .; ' ~ l ' , •

captain, and it is then that he first . makes . ~own,hit love 
' ; '. ·1 ; • • ', •  ' ' ~ ' '. ' ,,; i'>'~ ' ~ • ' •; C ' , '·.. : _. I : • 1, ' I .l ;, •· ' ' 

for Isabel. In the scene intlle .Slhambra, .the _qu~en.has 
! \' '•; '. () l,• < ,,j•f : : / ... !,c• ',, • •• i•,••,•, •' ';;• • 

shown her· favor tor Gonzalo bysugges.ting him as . .,. coimnander-
,:, :1 '. ! '.< I ·' • ' I • t  •  : '' l • .' .' , • ' • ) • • • I.'·.~ ; • ' I. ; '.

in•chief of tp.• forces in Itf4y, •4-. once: more ~~ ~ .~otion 
, t ' , ' 1~ (, ' , • ' ' \ ; I i · , ', : ! , , / I ' 1 , • ; \ ' • • • i ' I.,

oentere .aro~nd.Gonzelo's .devotion to.his queen,:hia re-. 

luct~oe to leave Spain, ~ven .thol,lgh: by .~oing so hewill 'be 

assured of great glory. In the ~ast . act, Gonzalo leaves the 

reault, of ~• y~ars o.t e~f.ort in. Ite.J.y,. thegoverment which · 
• j ', . '' ' \ • I ' 

is firm only .under ~' dire.ct 1,ntluence of hi& presence, 'to 
I • ; • • f ;

, his in~xpetienoed daughter. In this he .performs. en·e.ct that 

123 
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• t :.: 

nothing else · but : his , love.· tor.: .Isabel. ; '.could :to:ree him to: 

do, does it -'llillinglt, .!Jl:.fcct,·eagerly,_~'\ tJie.a~ppose4 1. i., 

·,'

request .:or: his. quoen.· , Tttat ·his, abse11ee may ·m"&11,~in, fo.r.,.
' . .• ·,-' . ·,· 

',.

, h!J? la· of .small . oonsequet't,oe. w..en . ~h•· ;queen'• tt.1.~~a .. ar• .·.:: .. 
·at,.state. 

-Thia ideal love.-,alwey~:.givi~•· ·n~~ ekpecrting ·:. · 

. anything in. retum •.. is the. _basis ;c,f. thEs. play.,_. the motive · 

'power·-ot all 'the, action. ·:~ran,Cap~Un :i• ·a drama , .. · 

~oneerning persons tamout(J.n hiato;r.y, its; hi~'.torieal :ele-. . 

ments are in the 'main true<'to . tacts•. yet, liai-quina haa pre-

. ....... 

ferrod to concern, himaeli' largely wi{h. th, pur,,11. imligillativ• ,, 

idea. ·or· -his eharactera,i not· limiting; bimsolf to e.ctioaa ;encl. , .._,

deeds: as· recorded by history.· 

'i'<
• ,·' '11':1-
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Z • I ;· ·, ' ' 

conclusion ,,,:;·

rrom th• foregoing investigation it appear& tha~
MarquJne., ls guide~ in. hid play&, ..~ ..a a!mltra -~udy of the·, · 

. . 

periods _,'flith lVhicb. he .ifJ.,~on,cH11ed~ s.nd_tha.t.h~.l'l~ kept

jc~otte1y -the sp1,1t e.n~ £eel~Qg8 of ,theJ$J,lleo ..~ch he·
• I 

· depicts, · e~a m. hi&; 'rigor4)US . ~4, .. -,ree~! v, .. · v&rao., he 

has given. a eat~staetory impression ~t the ,"14,, CalJtilla 

poetry •. Although_ .cne tinda that; sC!ltet~es :the ;author hara 

not. permitted his poetic inspiration to be. bou;ul 4o• by 

chronolGgical ao~ence o!\nents. Hai-qu1na eppe~e to be
. .

not only a good drame.tiat. but. en excellent. . biaior1an. 

Various_ c .. itie181!8. have been sade .. ot. llarqutua•s 
. ' 

- . . - ' ' . ' 1 ' .•.. ' ,, . '?' .,I

worts. ·coJador says, . 'ilia· work is a condensed_ end qrama• 

tiaed wort, not entirely· theatricel~ Ula poetry, le beaut!•· 

tul, but the action is loosely comia~ed and :the ~oYement

too slow. . The .1u:enos ~ccur slcwlf 1- there. are ,no strong 

charaeterat'pitt.._ one· against 'the other. It 1•, a pity that· 

htt hu_ taken nbJ4i'fla. ao Spanish eel :ac, •pie. and .. 'that .hia 

drmd a.re :neithe~ .epic nor Spanish, : They: al'& too effemin-

ate and unrealistic for opice4 f'gr Spanish .dramas. they are 

le.eking in roalisa. .have too many ideali•, ud. one rdssea 

tbe sentiment a and opirit ·11hich belong to . the Spanish race. 
,'



I" ia aot sutfioi• to ha.YO the nae, tb• co.utuaoa and- the 

_histo17 tof' a· -,rt to -be. Spanish... lt also needs aoaetld.ng 
. 1 

llhia doe• not appear 1n his wona-spani• realia. • 

ca3allov•a charge of iJloaeas of aovomeat doea not ar -

pear to·· be- Just!f!ea in all -or 1tu9utna•s hlstorlcml works •. 

lo La·Aloaidesa de Pastrana-an hlpreooios of alcvmoas of nave-,

ment and .ilet~; tr. uorl417 matton ia svidont. Honver,-

th9. ver, . 11.atur,u ot· tbe pl31 -•.tea. -tld.G -eloweea of •vomerrl 

Moat -appropriate. . The .play canc8'*D9 the peaae~Jl -oonv-en lite 

dmlnatea- bJ· the pm-sonality of Tenaa of Jesus. Within the 

convent walls time .ae81!1S to aoft BlowlJ• without. the ·-haste 

mm confusion found in ordi:lnr; daily "life.. The wthor ha• 

CJ(IDVeyed this impression et uithdr&tml from sorldl:, aa.ttera by 

t11e· very- alomesa ·et movaen.t·· vhich· CeJe.der eritid.aos. 

Tho movement in ~ ... H1Ju del 11PJ..!l is rapid enough· an4 

tne eituation• euf'liciontly · d!*aaatio to hold the attention· 

eempl.tely. The Iufa.ntea• requeut tor the hands of.the Cid'a 

daughters. thsir marriage. thoir cowardly actions ia the sal• 

lies again.at th• floors• their attack \apon their ,d:vaa an4 

tboir wbaaqueut punisummt· at tu buds of Elvin. and the 

Cid•s tol1ower..-theae· a.ctiou t~llow oae. another hi quick· 

$l1CCSS3io~ 
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.. lqUally-r.np1d In mev&Hnt 1~ $~• .Plar. Do!@ Mula la·; 

Bn"ftl..: . At ..~be very opem.Dg ··of·tb~. ~au.··'the,:a. ~s ·pl'eaent:

tit•. impnssion of ha$'t• .·a.ml:ooahal._. of· eager. pNpu-atiou 
• ••• • •• ' ,: '· ' ·.,. ' • , •••• ' ' > •••••

tor tne kiag'e. ~ert~-·~··-.:,~eleteraet.thus ·areused:.ls 
austainecl. by .the'. brutal aar4•~. or ··D.cma,Meda •e . eon., mtd.; ilia.\ 

• ' • '• .\ ' \ . " ' : ' I: . • ; • . '

~01nomaa·•.4et-ona!Na.tiou:,to,e.• i~.J~tiee.o!erbltoa,her,,, i,
Hi11 8 IBU4W$1' k_6\QS the PlaJ. amnniratong .f'apidl.J•. Tha utlo.... . - .. ·, :: .· .; . ,. . .. ,. ' ...... · . ·,' '

ls. bound. t4!get~~ ~i~e c~o~ely, ma1t1na .··~ pO'flen\11.~ ,. ; 

la :th~ P.16,18 .&l ftand!iS M .h~,.&e&'\O 91 p;0)& 81\~ !\ 
i.t'?».Cae!tl!,· ~he aot!oia .is .Dei so ·rapid• 'tP.&• ••• ·theae. plays . '. '; ,· ., . .. ',

the peasut .ehari.cters and. tam aeenea. g1ve ... a pietu~. ot :MJa
I ,_ ' •··: ·.' . 'r' • •

movmant ra:,ia .•otlgh tG: mdatahl: late...~ •. Ia .. the lat~te' one 
',• . . . - ' ' ' . - .... 

evem toUo .. uother. tairly.,qa~aly •. The ,qu•an.·.errivaa .at the
' . . . : . ' . . ' ' ' ~ ' . . ' . . ' . '

stag& of Bua.. ~he tort is su1--eeadered, _tbe·Great. C~aia is :
• ' ~! 1 ~ ., ' • • \ ~ ' •• ' • • • • • • 

sent t~ It&lyo h• retuma .to prove ~ia 4evotien .to his qu~ .. 
• ,.., • • • ~.. ' • 1 ' \ ~ ' "· ' • • ~ • ; ' • • ;. ' ' '' .. -

those evwt~.fi.11.. ~appaa ntbin ~ oho~ ~im!• , .

C&ja'1or'e .ei•iti~1a.ot slownees .o.f fftOVemst· 1-s~rtJ. 
. . ' ' . , : . ~ : . " . . ' ' . 

Juat; ~.nth~ ~notancea. ot ,for, .19,, J!G§J~O;S de~ .• !!!l att4 L!!-
no,:es ,de Arg6n. In the formei, tho action trequmly lags.·· 

. ~ 

Too much time pasaw betweso .\he •ital. happ6Jliup ot the ·,1a,. 

Tke author hu appar.entlJ. been o.mucll .ooncerna4 Id.th: painting 
•' . , ' ~ . ; , ' ' • ' • ,;- • , I. ~ •' . ·, .,.. , I!'

the id~ll\14 spirit of -o. loyal Spauiab subJ•ct• and d\b 
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givblg D ade~a' s&ttl .• for the ~c\1011 th.at· he had B~l-~N 

to· have th~ plq ··ow (rapidly.· ·. Dae dtm deals at 1~ .. 'nth

tbe misterful ,01J.Y~88 and bia:·dominiOD OYSI" ·nag Philip J:f•: 
~ ' . ,. ' 1" 

alow a.mm tne. movement. . ot the 'drrma. . 
. ·si.~ ••• -al~ cb&raot·er11·•• .the mc,yaenf. in ~-nor~, 

:, '

!.•-~Mffl!~· ·x~@e1•1 enr\ablpby Ferdimm4 ii dftn1~itt ao·ac11 

that at . timea tne Pla7 s0ms to stand· still. · AD iml)rusloa · ia 

given of a great le.pee· ot time between the ·bout: held in leallel'a 

honor and· the} final arrival of rerdbiand to llarl'7 ihe prlacess. 
Too manj m1nor··actiona .mte~foro with the .central.- action• fllik1D&

' ' 'the drntaa loeaelJ .eo:moc:ted.;
· CeJador• a charge that· ·uvqu!Da' s wrka have no strong · 

ebaracter-e.. that. bis plo.ya aro' eflemins:to, ' io al.et ot too ewep-

ing _a ttatur,e. Suvely there. 1a ·nothing etff«duate 111 It!:• §Ya!· 

d.el Cid. •. 'The: Inruteai of· Carrib ·an·1.rucue, to be. ·aure,· but ''

iliey were •t effeminate..· .Mothlug eould. be more vir:11•· thaa 
. their actions wi1e they avengct1 thauel•e•· on: their wtvee~ 

other eharaet.•ni pictured by·Karqtdua are •...UJ atrong. 
The Jrllke or· 011~e• io rGpresemed at.eten an4 mutoi-fu4 · 
ruthlsaa 1n his nctionn, deeidedly not -weak in ria.ture.: . Heither 

is Don ilv~,., de Luna a feeble cha.raoter, dsspi'te, tho· lttct 'that 

ha ehow &bsoluto loyalty to the· will. ol hb ..~ng. lievntioa •• 

a nrurtor does ilOt 1n itself indicate weakness. of oh8n1eter, u4 . .. '' - .



»on Alvaro· proves himself' pos,ess~d ot a riollle: nature, ·:through• 

out, the action ·ot the play.,· He ~-· u i4eali1ed. clu,.ra~ter., but

· not weak~ 

Anather strong character is that of Don l)i.$gO ·ln· !! 
~des se ha 2uesto el Sol •. Her.a• ag~n, one has the ideal~

i.aed Spanish:,. soldier· who. •xhibits ~ntiring teal . !ri ~ohalt ot 
hie country.· He was posse1u~ed of grea't courage~ had ,qu.,UU.es 

. ot,. leadership~ .·arul ·0118 finds bJJa. contlnut\l+J. atngg~ng. be-. , 

· tween his love tor 'hi" w.lte ud)iil! loyalty to his count17. , 

Also, Santa Tereat d$ Jede la cer,taialy ~ ... :a west·;

cbarcctw.·. She .... in ta.et •. ·notable. for ... the great ~work she. 

,ms able te accomplish. despite . opposition, Jealousy and;hara.. 

ahips. ·Aa depicted .bJ · Harqui~• she .shows. detormina.tion aad

couz-ege ·in ·her treatment of the Princess ot Eboll• and. is to 

be admired tor·her tearlessness •. 

Although.Cejador expressed·the opiniorithat:theworks 

of Marquina are not··· epia er Spe.nimh, the tbe~t,re-go;ng · Span..;

· iarde ·hav~ acclaimed' bis works as great. . .. As th,e 'foreg9lrig study

his historieal playa bas shown. Mai-quina has ehosen subjects.
1 

which_ are both epic a.nd·.spa.nishf ··and ha& eompos&4 drsma, which . 

are decidedly epic and .. Spanish in· .. llfttu:r->~::.;..lt>: J1ia .. !lramu :appeat 

. · ... many of, the 'groat Spanish ieroes; here they perform d.eeda of 

va.lo·r. tbeir.:act:tona ·are_·motitated_by a 4eep d~votion to their 

: ide:ala anti to their, (U)ll~~ry~ .'.As these heroes pass •ill r.eview, 
" ,> l (" ~ • I
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one finds them very mu~h aa history hae recorded them to be. 

The Cid appears as a great ·. warrior. ruthleaa 1D b,ia t~eataent 

ot the· Koors, ambitious tor ,onr. and glory. . ~qual].y _ convinc-

. ing in nature are Marquina•a other heroes••Don _Alvaro de Luu. 

idealized, yet true to historical reports; the Duke of_Olivarea, 

. dominating an4 ahreria the Great Captain, whose deeds were the 

cause of am.a1ement1 Teresa cle Jea6a, .who was able to accompiish , ' ··. - .

many difficult things . against great odds. 'l'he m~narchs ot Spain 

who ruled only in name are depicted in llarquina•e works in all 
... . . 

their wealcnesaee. Although Marquina ~ha: written these dramu 

i11 verae• -they are realistic and Spanish in nature-•are forceful 

because they are dramatic.- not because they are couched in 

beautiful Yerae. 

Fitzmaurice Kelly ·aa,a that· Marquina'• 4r•as· are poatr, 
1 

rather than plays. 

Thie charge app~ars unJust, tor Karquina•a works po1sea1 

dramatic u well as poetic value. The author•• portrayal of 

character, bis creation or ploy an4 counter plot, the rapidity 

of action ot the maJority of hia works, all of these devicea 

give real dramatic worth to his works. 

Aubrey r. Bell feels that llarqulna lacks concentration, 

1. F1tzmaur1ce•Ke11y, J.i Hiatoria de la literatura. eapaiiola,. 
Uadrid, 1916, pl 353. 
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',but· 'that ·ha 'doee,show.· a 'eonscien1iou9:· study· .or th•. period,, 

· a patriotic .glow and .,an :1Jllpress1~e ·and ,secomplisht\4 .. Yeret-, ·. 
1 

fioation.i . 

··· · :. , _: At· timn" u aent'ioned above·• Kar,,qtd.11a'e •orb, f;ll'&...

. :. too ·1ooeely· connected· 'With ·,regard to .th~ .a.ctio~ That he · : .. 

- does ',show, a conscientious stud.y of 'the .,period and~ patriot-

·.: to glow: has: been ; discussed in eom• detail in. the ·.body: of 

.. th'is .investigation. . 

· : t· · .. ; ; · .. : All cri ticisma of bis ·wort · are not adverse., Juan Mu 

y. .Pi, · discussing Marquina• 1 plays, :·a·ays the.'\ in· .Uarquina Spain 

has today a/poet toF· nom.·'.it has long been. waiting• and: that: .

Marquina. baa. ·launched · forth on . a great work· ot, mental regener• · 

a:tion. He ·comments upon the fact that with Uarquina the spirit 

ot the race has ·returned.. : He feels· that the Spanish public . ·. · 

· had too long tgnored its national. heroes, and that. Marquina 
. . . 2 .

pertormed: the arduous task of reviving tnia Spw:deb. ·spirit. 

: . This tavorablt · comment. aeeme all.· .earned,· tor in . 

, .Marquin•'•·works the he.-oes::~t former ,d.aya liTe e.gaiii., "thro~gb 

his PlElYI.J ··Spanish: l4ea.ls, are· 1:'eaffin.ned• and the Spen!ah. spirit 

. ia prese~ in· ~1 i-ts glory •. . .. ,;; 

.1. Bell, . Au~rey- ,~ a .ContemEor!!]' Spanish Literature,. New 
?ork,-1925, pp~ 211•218. 

2. May 'y Pit 'Jumu ·Letras esp.aiiolaa, Buenos Aires, 1911,
PP• 86; 9'7, 101, 105. 
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exeellent. saying that_ h Lu·Hijas del· Cid~ while the·verae 

ia beautiful• the author· has also created a great. drama.~:.ita 

merit lying in its realiriic scenes e.nd 1ta dialogue; which.·. 
l 

. seem real despite the ,roree • 

. It is tairly obvious, from th& writer's. study, that 

the mere recording of· ;hietory,. chronologically. i~ not cf 
,, great. importance -to ~quina, .~•- .,°-ollS,qu~n~J..y, .::hi_tt.gr~ates\ 

departures tr~ t~11 are •in .. the-dep_i~ing_ ot_J)~ent~ ... iu t~elr 

proper &£'qt.ten.cs.· .What interests the, author is_ the. ,apirii. ~f 

the· times, .IJOt .. the bare -outline · of cwents. Hia _tidellty to : . 

the t!mea he is ·depicting 1• evident.- not only in.,~he generai.

dslinea.tian of character of the, mor• important heroee9 but 

also ~ his attention to minor .. dete.118, his tr:ea.tment ot the. · 

lesser hie.t.oricalperso~es. and his careful conaidea,oation 

of small matters that speak eloquently o,t past ages. The 

heroes in his dramas are the greatest tha'.t Spain possessed,1 

ancl Uarquina baa .succeeded 1n bringing home _the ,lesson that

Spain was great because·'of her_ great men. 

l •. Turrell, Charles Allred.a qont!!Por!:!X Spanish Drame.tiata, 
Boston,. 1919, ·p. 18. 
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