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CHAPTER I
JUSTIFICATION OF THE STUDY

For several years the writer of this study, as a teacher of
commel;cial English and Secretarial Practicé, has been deeply interested
in the kinds of errors in grammar and sentence structure which have
been made by the members of her classes, ~ The frequency with vhich
certain errors such as "stringy and Tun-on sentences" and loose
sentences containing many dangling modifiers have ‘oc;urred has like-
wise been forced upon her attention. The frequency with which certain
types of errors occur and recur has 1ed.to the question: Are thess
types of errors ones which are characteristic of high school pupils
in general? ‘l?héég questions then arise, Cannot these errors be
d;agnosed?‘ Will not this diagnosis eliminate the element of guessing
and furnish specific objectives toward which to strive?  Camnot
remedial work be so plamned and directed that teac{her‘s‘of Eﬁglish
may coneentrate upon the correctio_n or eliminati,on of ermi's which by
scientific emalysis have been found to be common? In other words,
cannot grammar become, in fact, functional? of emial interest
have been recent educational trends such as the use of scientific
methods in an attempt to discover essentials in effective teaching of

English composition an grammar and the development of standardized



tests which are given for diagnostic and remedial purposes
and for objective mgasuremenf of what has been taught.
There has been an attempt to do these things. Standardized
scales have been used and frequency of error aé measured
by them has been found., There is, however, a lack of
reliability in results and‘a lack of u‘l;ility of _erfor'b._
Although studies have been made in developing stendardized
tests there ,have been few made in analyzing ffequency and types
| of errors ‘inkfree writing.l The writer was um‘ble to find
any dealing with the work of juﬁior high school children.
The present study was largely actuated by the desire
of thé writer to ascé:tain the status of junior high school
pupilg in the types amnd freguency of érrvr in grammar and

- sentence structure.

l. By free writing is meant English ® mpositions,



CHAPTER II
RELATED STUDIES
So ’far as the writer has bgen able to discover only

two studies similar to the one proposed by her have been

mades The Journal of Administration and Supervision for

J anuary; 1928 gave "an annoqﬁcement of a soiﬁawhat similar
étudy, 2 lenguage experiment, which was being carried on in
the research department of 't;lie Winnetka, Illinois school
systeme The study has been discontinued for the present,
however, ‘because of the 1nadequacy of the test employed.l
Roberta LaBrant Green has recently con;oleted a similar
study whichwdeals with types and fre;mency of error made in
free writing by selected superior .high’ school boys ( I. Q.
110 - 137) of the Country Day High School, St. Louis, Missouri,
end by certain students in the University of Kansas. “The
following is a brief surmary of Mrs. Green's findings.
“‘Predomingting érfofs méde by both groups, bpys of the
countify Dey High School, St. Louis, Miééouri, ad certain

students of the University of Kemsas, in their free writing

1., Information was obtained through correspondence with
Mabel Vogel Morphett, Director of Research, Winnetka
Pyblic Schools, Winmetka, Illinois, '



were: . N
(1) Faulty connectives.
(a) Obscure référgnc;e of pronoun
N (3) 4 Misplaced modifiers.
Diviéic.;ns 1 and 2 eémprise 34 to 44 per cent of errors mda
. By superior students in grades 9 - 13, and from 32 to 40

per cent of those made by the university studentse

II |
There was no marked varietion from year to year :Ln the
relative frequency of appearance of types of errors in the
writing ‘of college freshmen, college juniors and‘ seniors, or

the Country Day School gTroup ¢
IIx

Percentage of unclasa‘ified errors for superior students
N I. Q. 110 - 137 ) is merkedly higher than for unselected
ﬁniveisity students. Unclassified errors for sup erior swdants
( I Q. 122 - 137 ) comprise from 11 to 22 per cent of all
én}oré made, for university students from 4. 2 to 4. 8 per
cente ‘

Iv
Would or should plus the infinitive for simple past,

accp.rfed more frequently in the free writing of the university



students then in the free writing of the superior group,.

v

Errors which occumd with least frequency in the

_writihg of all three groups were:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Double negatives.
ﬁse ‘of adjective :or adverb.

Wrong case of pronoun.

Omission of pronouns or prepositions.

VI

Unselected university freshmen and Yupperclassmen make

prgctically the same number of errors in cqmposition as do

ninth grade students of I. Q. 110 - 122 and twice as meny

as do twelfth grade students of I. Q. 110 - 122, and

123 - 137, if those whose writiné here studied may be con-

sidered typical.

Vi1

Upperclassmen in college write little better than do

college freshmen if those whose writing is here considered

are typical,



CHAPTER III
THE PROBLEM

The purposes of 'bhig study are:

(1) To ’d;scover the freqency of error in grammar end
_sentence structure in the free c@nposiﬂon wrk of junior
: high\séhool pupils of Holton, Kensas, and of Lawrence, ‘
Kansas, ’ ' ‘ 7' | )
"(2) l.To analyze and clessify these errors according to &

iiét  assembled from a detailed analysis of minimum
. 2 :

essentials stated in verious standardized tests in
English emngosition.:
(3) To ascertain the frequency of erférs ‘made in the
two téats, the Pressey-Conkling Diagnbs_i;i.e Tests, Form 3,
and the Ginsberg and Inglis English Essentials Tests, |
Eighth Grade, Beta, | |
(4) To ccmpare frequency of error in free writing with fre- |
Quéneﬁr on tests to ascertain the correspondence between them,
(5) To compare the results of\ this study with the results of
Mrs. éreen's' study of superior high school boys 6f the Country
Day Schoolm'and certain students of thé ﬁniversity of Kaﬁsas,
-ls See Page 10, ' :
2. Pressey-Conkling Diagnostic Tests, Form 3

Ginsberg and Inglis English Essentials Tests, Eighth Grade,
' Beta . i . ) .



CHAPTER IV
METHOD OF SECURING DATA

- The data for this study were secured during the second
semqs%er of school betweern February 23 and March 3, 1928,
from grades seven, eight end nine of the Hoiton, Kensas
Public Schools and from the same grades oi’ the I-aﬁrence, Kansas
Public Schools. ‘ '
Compositions which had been written as class projects
in English were secured. In the Lawrence Junior High School,
“the “p’up:!_.lls bed been glven a'choieeﬂor the following subject__s: |
How I should Like to Spend My Vacation, An Interesting Relai:ive,
end A Childhood Experience. In the Holton Junior High School,
the subject was, How I spent My Vacetion. The motivation of
the composition waé a é.iscussiiin of the advis;abili‘by of a year-
round school term, - |
Records from standardized English tests were also obtained
from both schools. | In the Holi:on Schools, Form 3, Grades 7 - 12
of the Pressey-con.}:liﬁg D;lagﬁostic English Composition Tests -
‘Gremmer end Sen%enée ,Stnicmre_, ‘had been given on February 23,
1928, In the Lawrence Schools, the Ginsberg and Inglis . English
Essentials Tests, Eighth Gradp - Bota, had been given neer the

middle of January, 1928,



For the study eomposit:lons from all pupils who had

taken ‘one or the other of the 'l:wo tests were used. The

total number remaining after necessary eliminations bécalée
of any incomplete results from the tesfs was 348, of which
123 were sevénth'grade students, 132 were ,' eighth grade, and

93 were ninth grade,



TAELE I

NUMBER OF BOYS AND GIRLS BY GRADES IN THE
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS OF HOLTON, KANSAS,
LAWRENCE, KANSAS, AND OF THE TWO SGHOOLS

Grades Holton High School Lawrence Junior High

Combined

Junior High School

| Girls Boys . ‘ Girls Boys Totals
Seventh 16 19 56 38 133
Eighth 22 19 37 54 132
Ninth 36 20 21 17 03
348

Totals 73 38 . 108 109
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CHAPTER ¥
CLASSIFICATION OF ERROR
The :fdllowing classification of error was used in
this étudy. | It was developed by Mrs, Greenl from en
enalysis of the items included as minimm essentiels in
the Wisconsin Tests of Grammatical ’Correc'bness and the
Pressey-Conkling Diagnostic Tests in English Composition,
Gremmer and Sentence Stmctui'e, )
l. Faulty Comnectives
2. ﬁepehdeﬁt Element Used Independently
Be 6ba<;ure Reference of Pronoun
4, Misplaceé Modifiers
5. Dangling Modifiers
‘6. Lack of Agreement of Verb and Sﬁbject -
7e iac;: of Agreement of Pronoun and Antecedent
8. \;frong case of Pronoun or Noun
9. Incorrect Tense Form
10, Incorrect Sequence of Tense

11. Would or Should Plus the Infinitive for the Simple Past

12. Use of Adjective for Adverb

13, Confusion of Form from Similarity of Sound and Meaning
14, Omission of Pronoun or Preposition

15. Double Negatives |

16. Unclassified Errors

l. Mrs. Roberia Green: Master's Thgsis, University of Kensas, 1928,

P



Errors made in the free writing of the 348 junior high
school pupils of Holton end of Lawrence, Kanses were tabulated
according to ‘I‘ablé II. The tofal frequeﬁey of error for eg.gh
grade was fouﬁd. Tﬁe nu.ﬁlbe_r md_e by the boys and b_y the girls
separately in each 6f the three grades was also determined.
The percentages for each type of error were found and ﬁha rank

for that type determined,



CHAPTER VI

PRESENTATION OF DATA

TABLE II

FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGES OF ERRORS MADE

IN COMPOSITIONS OF 123 SEVENTH GRADE PUPILS

OF HOLTON AND OF LAWRENCE, KANSAS

Type of Erro:s Frequency Percentages
l.  Faulty Connectives 2 173 2365 _
2, _Dependent Element Used Independently . 8 29 3.9
S 6bs¢ure Reference of Prénoun. 1l 178 24.2
4, Misplaced Modifiers . 9 27 347
5. Dengling Modifiers 7 ___ 39 5.3
6. Lack of Agreement of Verb and Subject 15 7 o9
7e Lack of Agreement of Pronoun and B V1 -6 «8
. Antecedent
8. _Wrong Case of Pronoun and Noun 15,5 2 o3
9. Incorrect ‘fense Form 4 B0 ) ‘6‘.8
10, Incorrest Sequence of Tense ‘ 5.5 - 45 -6.1
11, Would - Should for Simple Past 10 22 3.0
12, Use Adjective for Adverb 12 10 1.3
13, Confusion of Form from smnant& of 5 8l 11.0
Sound and Meaning ‘
14. Omission of Pronoun or Preposition 5.6 456 "éd_; ,
15, Double Negatives 15,5 2 3
16, Unclassified 1L 20 2.7
Totai 16 736 99.9



TABIE IIT
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGES OF ERHOR MADE
IN COMPOSITIONS OF 66 SEVENTH GRADE

GIRLS OF HOLTON AND OF LAWRENCE, KANSAS

Type of Error Renk frequency Percentages
1, iaulty Comnectives . . - .89 22.6
2, Dependent Element Used Independently 8 . . 11 28
3. . Obscure Keference of Promoun _ . 1 104 26.4 .
4, lisplaced Modifiers o 6 17 4,3
5. Dangling Modifiers _ 5 19 4.8
6. i.ack of Agreement of Verb and Subject 9 . I .6 ) . 1D
7. Lack of Agreement of Pronoun and 1 4 1.0

: ’ Antecedent o S

8., Wrong Case of Pronoun and Noun . .. 12 . .2 .. 5
9., Incorrect ‘lense Form . 4 21 H6.9
10. Incorrect Sequence of f];'ensé | 4 27 '.6»..9 L
11, Would - Should for Simple Past 10 5 1,3
12. Use Adjective for Adverb _n 4 1.0
13, Confusion of Form from Similarity 3 35 8.8

_of Sound and Meaning ;
14, Omission of Pronouh or Prgﬁosition .4 2 69
15, Double Negatives ) 13 1 .48
ié. Unclassified - 7 | 16 4,1

Total ' | 16 - 394 100.1
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TABLE IV

FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGES OF ERROES
MADE IN CCMPOSITIONS OF 57 SEVENTH

GRADE BOYS OF HOLTON AND OF LAWRENCE,

| Type of Error ' ‘ - Rank Frequency Percentaée
1,  raulty Connectives ’ ‘ | 1 84 24;6
2. ﬁependeai.'!; Element Used Independently 7 18 542
3. Obscure Reference of Pronoun . 2 74 21;6
4. Misplaced Modifiers | 10 10 249
5. Demgling Modifiers - 5 20 5.8
B l:.aclc of Aéi‘eament of Verb and Subject 14.5 1 |
7e Lack of Agreemant of Pronoun and 13 ‘2 ;6
, Antecedent _ . ‘

8. Wrong Case of Pronoun and Noun . 16 0 0
9, Incorrect Tense ¥orm . _ « 4 23 . '6.’?
10. incorrect Secmenée of ,Tense - T 18 52
11, Tiould = Should for Simple Past , 9 17 4.9
12, Use Adjective for Adverb T S M6 , 17
1%, Confusion of Form from Similarity of 5 46 13.5

Sound .and Meaning : , _ o ,
14, Omission of Pronoun or Pfeposition. g - 5¢2
15, Double Negatives ) ____1a.5 1 3
16. Unclessified L 2 4 1.2

Total 16 342 99,7
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TABIE V

RANKING OF THE SIXTEEN DIFFERENT TYPES OF ERRORS
MADE BY SEVENTH GRADE PUPILS. SEPARATE RANKING
IS GIVEN FOR THE TOTAL GROUP AND FOR BOYS AND GIRLS

Type of Errors Boys Girls  Totel
1, Faulty Connectives . 1 2 2
2. Uependent Element Used Indspen- 7 8 8
dently
3. Obscure Reference of Pronoun . .2 . 1 1.
4. Misplaced Modifiers 10 s 9
5, _Dangling Modifiers ‘, 5 5 7
6. Agreement of Verb and Subject 14,5 9 13
7. Agreement of Pronoun and 13 1n 14
Antecedent } ~
8, Wrong Case of Pronoun and Noun 16 12 ... 15,5
9. Tense Form - 4 4 4
10. Sequence of ‘lense o . 4 55
11, Would~- Should for Simple Past 9 10 10
12, Adjective for Adverb .1 1 12
13. Confusion of Form from Similar- 3 3 3
» ity of Sound end Meaning
14, Omission of Pronoun or Preposi- 7 4 5¢5
‘ tion
15. Double Negajt;ives 14.5 13 15,5
ié. Unclassified . 12 7 11

Total | 16 16 16
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Yable II shows that the total frequency of errors made by the
123 séventh'érade pupils was 736. The largest frequency of error
occurred in the item, obscure refgrénce of pronouns. Of these there
were 178, which is 24.2 per cent of the complete number of errors
made by the entire grade, The most common fault resulted from a
éeeming carelessness in the uée of the word it. Words, phrases,
and cleauses were referred to indiscriminately. ‘ihe personal pro-
nouns he and she caused most of the other errors in this group,
{obscure reference of pronoun.) | |

Next in frequency, were ex:'mrs classified undexr faulty
connectives, These totaled 173, just five less than the mumber
of errors in tyée 3, obscpr_e reference of pronouns., 7This per-
centage is 23.5. The.: tendency to write stringy and'run-
on sentences which resulted in errors classified as faulty con-
nectives was conspicuous. Two of the shorter seventh grade _
compositions were each composed entirely of a single long, involved
sentence. Clause after clause with little or no thought cone-
nection and éeparated only by commas followed one another. Thus
the composition eonsisted of a number of independent and depéndent
clauses incorrectly suffixed to each other into a one sentence
whole,

‘the third most frequent type of ei'mr was in confusion of form
from similarity of sound end meening. Of these there were B1,

or 11 per cent of the totel number of eri‘brs; ihe most common
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confusions were in the use of there and the:_l_é; two, too and to;

and lot with the meaning of many. On many of the papers these mis-
takes occurred again and again. B
ilistakes in tense form totaleﬁ 50, which constituted Aé.s
per cent of the entire number of errors. ‘
Lack of agreement between pronoun and antecedent and lack
of ag:;:eement between subject and predicate was infrequeht. ot
the fomer‘onlyle errors, emounting to .8 per cent, occurrede’
Of the latter only 7 errors, emounting to .9‘ j)er cent occurred,
zrrors due to double negatives aﬁd to incorrect case of pronoun
were almost negligible, Only twé mistakea’ of each type were
made, giving each a frequency of 3 per cent.
In the division termed unclassified; the errors which were
most frequent are iliustrated by the following quotationsk:
We collected up our crowde  We met up with trouble, It
looked like rain so we started home, I andnw parents sterted out
for the country early in_y the morning; ?These fhrée kinds of errors,
the superfluous use of the adverb in suqh;ezpressions as. collected

up, like for as if, and the pesition of I in a compound subject,

predominated in the group listed as unclé.ssified.

Table III gives'the frequency e d percentage of error made
by the 66 seventh grade giris of Holton and Lawrencee Table'IV
shows the frequency and pg‘rcentagé of error J;ada by the 5’7 gevéﬂth

grade boys of the two Junior high schools. Of the 736 errors made,



394 of them were made by the girls, 5., 98 efror per girl, and
342 were made by the boys, 6 error per boy.

In Tgble V the ranking of the types of error made by the
whole seventh grade, the girls of tha’c grade, and the boys of
the grade are given. Type 3, obseure referance of pronoun,
ranked first for both tﬁe glrls and th‘e total growp, but second
for the boys. Type 1, feulty comnections, which ranked first for
the boys, wes of second rank for the other groups. Item 13,
confusion of form, ramked third and item 9, incorrect éense
form, ranked fourth for all three groupss Thé boys mdé no
erTors 61' the eighth type, wrong case of pronézm and noun; the
girls made twoe. The use of double negatives once (rank 13) for the
girls and once (rank 12) for boys showed that this type of error
occurred seldom; Two‘girls wrote compositions in which none of
the tabulated errors occurred, The total mumber of words written
by the girls, as shovn in Table VIII which follows was 9145 and by
the boys 6959, The average mumber of words written by the former
was 138,57 and by‘the latter 122,08, ~ This shows 16,49 more words
used by the girls. The exrrors per hundred words written are about

the same, 4.17 for the girls and 4.9 for the boys.



TABIE VI

TYFES OF ERRORS MEASURED BY THE PRESSEY~CONKLING

ENGLISH COMPOSITION TEST, FORM 3, GRADE 7-12,

GRAMIR AND SENTENCE STRUCTURE AND THE GINSBERG

AND INGLIS ENGLISH ESSENTIALS TEST, GRADE 8 - EETA,
| POSSIELE FREQUENCY OF ERFORS FOR EACH TYPE AND

WEIGHTED FREQUENCY.

Possibie No. Amts of  Welghted

'I‘ypes of Error , : : _of Ervor. Weighting _ Exrrors
1. Faulty Connsctives SRR 12 - 53 ‘6.36
24 bepepdeﬁt Elemént Used Independently .ek _ 1,06 - 6.36
3, . Obscure Reference of Pronoun . 4. 1.56 . 6.24
4, Misplaced Modifiers | 4 1.56 6424
' 5. Dangling Nodifiers 5 1.27 6.35
6. Agre’ekment‘ of Verb and Subject 8 79 6432
7. Agreement of Pronoun and Antecedent s . 1.56 . 76.24
8.  Wrong Case of Pronoun and Noun 7 «91 6‘.57
9, Tomse Form | I 6420
10, éequenc;e of Tenss | L e Y e . e : -
11, Would-Shouldcfor Simple Past ‘ | ‘- : | - ) -
12, Adjective for Adverb . 3 2.2 6436
13, Confusion of Form from Similarity of 9 71 6439
_Sound end Meaning . - L
14, Omission of Pronoun or Prepqéition | ‘6'.56. - 6.36
15. Double Negatives | 3 232 6436
16, Unclessified_ N 1.06 6436
Totai . | 89 88;61

89 divided by 14 = 6,36 Index of Pos. for any certain type of error to occure
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TABLE VII
RANK, FREQUENCY, WEIGHTED FREQENCY, AND PERCENTAGE
OF ERROR MADE IN TESTS OF 123 SEVENTH GRADE PUPILS

OF HOLTON AND OF LAWRENCE, KANSAS

Weighted
Types of Error - " . Rank Frequency Frequency Percentage
1. Faul'éy Connectives -5 249 | 132 8.27
2. Dependent Element Used Indapend- 3 134 142 8.89
ently . L _ .
3e Obscure Refersnce of Pronoun 6 _83 129 ~.8.08 -
4. Misplaced Modifiers 1 60 94 5.89
5. _Dangling Modifiers .8 9 119 7,48
6. Agreement of Verb and Subject 9 134 108 6.64_
7e Agraammt of Pronoun and Ante- 4 a8 ) 137 8,58
_ cedent :
8. Wrong Case of Pronoun end Noun 1 207 188 11,78
9. . Tense Form S . 7. 324 120 7451
10, Squem;e of Tense L - - - -
A]l.;would-should‘for‘Sing)le Past = - - -
12, Adjective for Adverb s 7 161 10,08 _
13. Confusion of Form from Similarity 10 141 100 6426
. of Sound and Meaning ,
14. Omission of Pronoun or Preposi— 13 11 70 4.32
. tion ‘ A :
15, Double Negatives .l -1 23 1.4
16, Unclassified 12 m 75 4,70

Total : 14 1683 1596 99490



TABLE VIII
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RANKINGOF'THEI)IFFEBENTTYPESOEEBBOBMADEHWFREE

WRITING AND ON TESTS. RANKING IN FREL WRITING BASED

ON FREQUENCY OF OCCUREENCE. TEST RANKING IS BASED

ON WEIGHTED FREQUENCY OF OCCURRENCE ( SEE TARIES

VI AND VII.)
Types of Error Free Writing Test
— ' . Remnk Rank
1. TFaulty Connectives 2 5
2o ﬁeﬁen@eﬁt Element Used independen‘bly , | 8 3
3. Obscure Reference of Pranoun _ 1 : 6
4. Misplaced Modifiers 9 11
Se ﬁangling M&diﬁers. : 7 ; 8
6. _Agroement of Verb and Subject 13 9
7o _Agreement of Pronoun and Antecedent 14 4
8, lVirong vase of Pronoun and Noun 15,5 1
9. Tense Form 4 7
10, Sequence of Tense 5.5 =
11, Viould-Should for Simple Past 10 -
12, Adjective for Adverb . 12 2
15. Confusion of Form from Similarity of Sound amd 3 10
14, - Omissionkof Pronoun or Preposition 545 13
15, Double Negatives 15.5 14
3;6. ﬂnolaesified 11 12
Totai 3;5 14
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Tebles VI end VII show the combined results from the Pressey-
Conkling Disgnostic English Composition Test ~ Gremmar and Sentence
S"tmcmre‘-— ¥orm 3, Grades 7 - 12, given to the Holton Junior
High School fupils end the Ginsherg - Inglis Engiish Eséentia.ls
Test, Eighth Grade - Bete, given to the Lawrence Junior High
School pupils. Test‘ items were analy’ze& and eacli itenm,i on a
basis of possible‘occurrence, was tabulated according to the
clessification used in the emalysis of erroxr in frge writing.l
Gélumn 2 (Possible Number of Error) in Tebbe VI givgs the results
of the tabulatiom, In type 1, femlty comnectives, twelve |

'opportunitiés ifor resr;onae were offered, In fype 2, dependent
elements used independently, six opportunities were possible;

for type 3, obscure fefe_re'nce of pronocun, four opportunitiea

were possible, etc., for the ‘aifferent items in colum 2 of table

VI, Types 10 and}ll weré not measured by the testge The

éi'eatést opportunity for error ocmred in tybe 9, incori'ect tense
form and the least possibiiity for error occurred in type 14,
omieeion of pronoun or preposition, In the first case there were
-seventeen opportunities: in the secondfthere was only one. In order
to make the frequency of error on the tests comparable to thosé in
free writing, a weighting of the types of error was made upon the
basis of possibility of occurrence. The total possible errors ”

in the 14 Wpeé -found in the ‘fqests wei’e 89,  An index of possibdbility

(6,36) for the occurrence of any certain type of error in the classi-

l. See Classification, Colurm 1, Tables VI and VII.
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fiqation was found by dividing 14 into 89. Colum 3, Table VI,
glves the emount of weighting necessary for 5eéevalh§.tiqn of the
14 "Eypes eppearing in the teosts, | Coiumn 4, Table VI, g[véa the
weighted values for each kt’yps of errors o

Jable VII, Columm 2, gives the actusl occurreﬁcehof
error on the tests of the sevénth grade pupils. In item 1,
Af‘aulty connecfiirea, there was an actual frequency of 249 made on
the twelvqposaibilities of error, On item 14, there was a
frequency of eleven erroia ﬁade on a basis of oné j:os_éible error,'
Applying the weighting technique use in Table VI, weighted |
frequencies wers obtained snd the p‘ercenfages‘ of error for
each type were found on this weighted frequency., ‘These per-
centages were then comparable to those found in the free writing.
¥or type 1, the actual frequency, 249 was miltiplied by 35 (amount
of welghting - colum 3, Table VI.) = The weighted frequehciob-
tained was 132, ‘the same procéés‘was ﬁsed for each type in the
classification and the actual frequency was converted into a
weighted frequency, |

The total weighted frequency of error for the seventh grade
was 1596. Types 10 end 11 of Teble VI and VII are not msasured
by these 'bwov'be'sts. Of the other tyﬁés, wx(ﬁ:ié case of pronoun
renked first in order of frequency of error; 11,78 per cent of ‘the
errors which ocourred in the tests we:r;-e‘ of this type. Adjectives
used for adverbs with a total of 161 errors or 10,08 pef cént,

came second in rank of frequency. In item 2, dependent elements



use# independently, 142 errors were mades Ihis is 8,80 per cent

of the total freqency. Lack of agreement of proﬁoun and ante-
cedent and faulty coxmecti';res each furnished respectively 8.58

and 8,27 per cent of all errors measured/ by the tesi. [Fewest errors
made on the teats belong to items fifteen, fourteen and éixteen,
double négatives (1444 per cent), omission of pronoun or prepo-
sition (4.32 per cent) and unclassified errors (4.70 per cent).

The péréentage of .arn;r included in these items was 10.46. There
was one perfect test score and two other test pa’pers’had jusf

one error each. All three high scores were made by girls,
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TABLE IX

NUMBER OF PUPILS, FREQUENCY OF ERROR IN FREE WRITING,
TOTAL WORDS WRILTEN, ERRORS PER PUPIL, WORDS PER
PUPIL AND ERFOR PER HUNDRED WORDS WRITTEN BY THE

SEVENTH GRADE PUPILS OF HOLTON AND OF LAWRENCE,

| 'Girls, Boys
Number of 14>u1§11s; " | ’e.e, 57
F:é@ency of Errérs | 394 a2
TOfal Number of Worés 1n C'émpositiox.x. o 9145 "6”959‘
Errors VMade per Pupil o - | 5,98 6
kWords Written pgr Pupil 138,57 12.2.08‘

Errors per Hundred Words Written 4,17 4.9
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‘TABLE X

FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE OF ERRORS MADE IN
COMPOSITIONS OF 132 EIGHTH GRADE PUPILS OF

HOLTON AND OF LAWRENCE, KANSAS JUNIOR HICH

SCHOOL
- Errors ’ | Rank Frequency Per Cent
1, Faulty Comnectives . S SO - I 32:&
2. Dependent Elements Used Independently 5.5 65 6.4
B, _Obscure Heferemce of Pronoun . L .2 148 . la.7
4, Misplaced diifiers ‘ o 10 ____ 3a 3.4
Do bangling lﬁdiﬁers , : 545 -65 644
6. Agroement o:f‘ Verb and Subject 14,5 3. 3
7. Agesment of Pronoun end Antecedent 145 3 . 3
'8.‘ Wrong Case of Pronoun or Noun _ ) 2 9 o9
9, Tense ‘yﬂ"orm‘ ; L _ 8 46 4.6
10. éequenée of ‘l'ense - . -2 . 1i6 11l.6
11, Would-Should for Simple Past 9 @ 3a
12, Adjectives for Adverbs 13 8 .. .8
13, Confusion of Form from Similerity of Sound 4 2 7.
: , and Meaning .
14, Omission"of Pronoun or Preposition 3 7 46 L '4..6>
15. Double Negatives R 16 2 .2
16. Unclassified ' 1 _25 245

Total 16 1005 100.1
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TARLE XI

FREQ,UWCY AND PERCENTAGE OF ERRORS MADE IN CUMPOSITION

OF 59 EIGHTH GRADE GIRLS OF THE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS

OF HOLTON AND OF LAWRENCE, KANSAS

Types of Error ' Rank Frequency Per Cent
‘1. Feulty Gonnectives R 29.8
2. _Dependent Xlements Used Independently _ 4 38 84
3e 6bsqure Rei‘erence of Pro:iouh | 4 2 ‘63 10,2
4, Mi@léced Mgdifiers N : v 10' 13 : 3ol
5. _Dengling Modifiers ~ 5.5 30 7.2
6. Agreement of Verb and Subject 16 o0
7. Agreement of Pronoun end Antecedent 14,5 2 o5
8. Trong Cese of Pronoun or Noun , 12 4 1.0
9, Tense Form | o 15 3.6
iO. Se@en&e of Tense __ ‘ 3 ’44 : 10,5
11, Would-Should for Simple Past 7 25 6.0
12, Adlectivas for Adverbs 12 4 1.0
15. Confusion of ﬂorm from Similarity of Sound 5.5 30 10.2
‘ and Meaning » v

14. Omission of Pronoun or Preposition - 8 2L v, 5.0
15. Dougle Negatives | . 4.5 2 5
16, Unclassified | . 12 8 . 20

Total | | 16 419 98,7



TABLE XII
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE OF ERRORS MADE IN CCMPOSITION
OF 73 MIGHTH GRADE BOYS OF TiE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS

OF HOLTON AND OF LAWRENCE, KANSAS

Types of Error Rank Frequency Per Cent
1, reulty Commectives _ , 1 204 24.7
2, - 5ependeﬂt flements Used Independently L g.5 31 563
3, _Obscure Keference of Proﬁoun . 2 85 14.5
4. Misplaced Modifiers . 9 . 21 3.6
5. Dangling lodifiers | ‘_ _ 5 .35 569
6. l;greement”of Verb and‘ Subject ‘ 14 3 Y
7. Agreement of Pronoun snd Antecedent 15 1 o2
8. _iirong Case of Pronoun or Noun | 12 5 9
9, ‘Pense fomm o , .6‘5 31 542
10. Sequenée of Tense . 3 72 12.2
11, Would-Should for Simple Past n 18 20
12, Adjectives for Adverbs 13 . 4 o7
13, Confusion of rorm from Similarity of Sound 4 42 7.1
. ; » and leaning
14, Omission of Pronoun or Pi-eposition 8 25 4.3
15, ﬁoggleﬁegatives | — 16 o __...0
16. Unclassified ; 10 e 17 269

Total o 588 10040



TABIE XIII

HANKING Of THE SDETEEN DJ.FFERBNT TYPES OF ERROR

MADE BY THE LIGB.']H GRADE PUPILS. SEPARATE 'RANKING

1S GIVEN FOR THE TOTAL GROUP AND FOR BOYS AND

‘FOR GIRLS.

29

Types of Error Total Girls Boys
1.  Faulty Comnectives 1 1 1
2. Dependent Elements Used Independently 5.5 4 ’6;5
3. Obscure Reference of Pronoun 2 2 @2
4. Misélaced Mpaiﬁefs 10 10 9
5. Dangling Modifiers 5.5 5.5 5
‘ é. Agreement of Ver'b and Subjec'b 14.5 16 14
7. Agreement of Pronoun end Antecedent 14,5 14,5 15
' 8. Wrong Case of Pronoun or Noun 12 12,5 12
9. _ Tense Form 8 9 A6.5
10, Sequem;e of Tense _ 3 3 3
11, Would-Should for Simple Past 9 7 11
12, Adjectives for Adverbs 13 12,5 13
13, Confusion of Form from Similarity of Sound and 4 5¢5 4
— oo Moaning ’
14, Omission of Promoun or Preposition 7 8 8
15, Double Negatives 16 14,5 16
16. ‘I-Jnciassified : 11 11 10
Total | 16 16 18



. Table X showa the frequency and percentages of error
made in the compositions of the eighth gré.de pupils of the

two junior high schools studies. The totel number of errors
made was 1005, Of these 328 or 32;6 per cent were made in
the use of faul'by'connectivea. The second greatest frequency
of exrror fell in type 3, obscure reference of pronounse. <Llhere
were 148 of these, smounting to 14.7 per cent of the total,

In type 10, incorrect sequence of tense, 11.6 per cemt of the
érrors Tfell, Fewest difficulties were offered by divisions 6,
7, and 15, These totaled respectively .3 per cent for lack
of agreement 6f‘ verb and subject, .3 per ceht for lack of
agreement of pronoun and antecedent, and +2 per cent for‘
double negatives. |

In Tables XI end XII, the respective frequency and per-
centege of error are given for the 59 eighth grade girls of
the two junior high schools and of the 73 eighth grade boys.
of the‘ 1005 errors oceurring, élé were made by the girls,

7.1 error per girl, and 588 by the boys, 8.05 per boy.

Table XIII gives the number of mistakes made by eighth
grade pupils of both junior high schools according to rank.
Faulty connectives were fhe greategt source of difficulty and
renked first. Obscure'reference of pronoun was second in
ranke. Incorrectﬁsequence of temse was third, Eof the boys,
confhsién of form from similarity of sound or méaning was

. fourth and for the girls, dependent elements used independently.
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Dangling modifiers ranked f£ifth for the “boys, and ranked
five and & half for the girls., Omission of pronoun and
preposition was eighth in rank for boths Double neéatives
caused no errors fér the boys and Just two nfor the girls,
while agreemsnt of verb end subjeet caused none for the
girls and three for the’ boyse There were no eighth grade
eompgsitions entirely free fromr the mistakes considered.
The totel number of words writtén was 24,479, Of these
14,462 were used by the 59 girls and 14,017 by the 73
‘boys. ‘This gives an average of 177.32 words per girl and
192 per boy with four errors per hundred words for the
latter,. The bo:fs each used 14,68 more wordé then the

girls with fractically the same number of mistakese
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TABLE XIV

 RANKING, FREQUENCY, AND PERCENTAGE OF ERROR
MADE ON THE TESTS OF 132 EIGHTH GRADE PUPILS
OF THE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS OF HOLTON AND

OF LAVRENCE, KANSAS

' ’ _ — Welgnted
Types of Error ‘ Reamk Frequency Fercentage
1. Faulty Connectives , ‘ L 75 112 7«24
2, _Dependent Xlements Used Indapendently 11 98 6.33
3, Obscure Keference of Pronoun o 5 136 8479
4, Misplaced Modifiers _ | 9 109 7404
5, Dengling Modifiers o | 4 140 9,05
2. f»ack of Aéreement of Verb and Subjeet 6 126 ... BeJl4
7, Lack of Agreement of Pronoun and Antecedent 2 157 10,14
8. tirong Case of Pronoun or Noun 3 155 10,01
9, incorrect lense ¥orm _ 10105 6.8
10, Incorrect Sequence of Tense ' - -
11, Would-should for Simple Past | - -
12, Use of Adjective for Adverb - ' 1 174 11,24
13, Confusion of ¥orm from Similarity of bound 745 112 7.285
. or Meaning : .
14, Omission of Pronoun or Freposition 13 38 2.5
15, Double Negatives u 17 1,10
16, Unclassified krrovs 12 68 4,39

Totals ' = 14 1547 99,95
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TABIE XV
TYPES OF ERROR OF GREATEST FFEQIJE\IGY‘ THE TYPES RANKING
FROM 1 TO 4 ARE GIVEN FORTBESE‘VENTH GRADE INFBEEWRITING

AND ON TESTS AND FOR THE EIGHTH GRATE IN FREE WRITBWG

AND ON 'I’ESTS.
High Seventh Grade A Eighth Grade
Frequency Free Writing Test . Free Writing Test
1 3 8 1 12
2 1l 12 3 7
3 13 2 10 8
4 ] 7 13 5

TABLE XVI
TYPES OF ERROR OF LEAST FREQUENCY : THE THREE LOWEST RANKS ARE
GIVEN FOR SEVENTH GRADE IN FHEE WRITING AND TESTS AND FOR THE

EIGHTH GRADE IN FREE WRITING AND TESTS.

Low ‘ Seventh Grade Eighth Grade

Frequency Free Writing Test Free Writing Tes?t
Lowest 15 15 15 15
Second Lowest 8 . 14 6 14
Third lowest 7 16 o 7 12
Number o Types of Error
1. Feulty Comnectives
2. Dependent Elements Used Independently
3e -Obscure Reference of Pronouns
8. Dangling Modifiers
6o Lack of Agreement of Verb and Subject
7e Lack of Agreement of Pronoun and Antecedent
8, Wrong Case of Pronocun or Noun
9, Incorrect Tense Form

10, Incorrect Sequence of Tense
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Number = - : : Types of Error

12, Use of Adjective for Adverb

13. Confusion of Form from Similarity of Sound
o ’ or Meaning

14,  Omission of Pronoun or Preposition

15. Double Negatives

16, Unclassified Errors
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In Tablefm, the anglysis of test‘results for the eighth
grade is given. The total weighted frequency of error was
1547. The greatest number of errors, 174, wes made in type 12,
adjectives uged for adverbs. This amounted to 11,24 per cent
of the total frgqueney mde’ by fhe 132 eigh‘bh grade pupils on the
tests, Next in order of rank were: type 7, lack of agreement
between piwomouﬁ end antecedent, 157 errors, 10.l4 per lcennt; type
8, wrong case of pﬁconoim or noun, 155 errors, 10,01 per cemt;
type 5, dangling modifiers, 140 errors, 9.05 per cent. The
fowest mistekes were made in item 15, double negetives and in
type 14_, the omission of pronouns or prepositionse. These two
types of error occurred only 55 timss. The percentége for
type 15; double negatives was 1,10 and for type 14, omission
of prdnoun or preposition was 2.45, One girl and three boys
hed perfect test scores end ome girl emd three boys made omne

error each on their tests,

\
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TABIE XVII
'NUMBER (F PUPILS, FREQUENCY OF ERROR IN FREE
WRITING , TOTAL WORDS WRITTEN, ERROR PER PUPIL,
WORDS PER PUPIL AND ERROR PER HUNDRED WORDS
' WRITTEN BY THE EIGHTH GRADE PUPILS OF EDLTON,

AND OF LAWRENCE, KANSAS

e Girle ~ Boys
Numbei of Pupils | 59 73
| Freque#cy of Emré S ce 419 588
Totel Words n cfdmpoéition | | 0z 14017
Erroré,,.Per Pupil 7.1 | . B85
Wordé Writtén per VPt_xpil | | - 1'77 032 192

Errors per Hundred Words Writtem = = 4 4,19




TABLE XVIII

FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE OF ERBOR MADE IN

COMPOSITIONS OF 93 NINTH GRADE PUPILS

37

Types of Error ,b _ ' Fieciuénéy o Per Cent
1. Feulty Comectives _ 1 114 29,2
2e Dependeﬁt Element Used Independently 4 B’I‘ 70
3, Obscurs Reference of Pronoun 3 48 12,3
4. Misplaced Modifier 9 18 4.1
So_ Dengling Modifier 6 25 549
6. Agreement of Verb and Subject 1 9 243
’?; Agreement of Pronoun and Ant_ecedent 12 7 1.8
8, _Wrong Case of Pronoun or Noun _ 16 2 o5
9. _Tense Form " 5 26 67
10, ’éequenc;e of Ténse ‘ _ 8 17 4.3
11, Would-Should for Stmple Past 10 10 246
12, Adjective for Adverb 135 4 1.0
13, Confusion of Fom from Similarity of -
o _Sound and Meaning _ S 2 60 15.4
14, Omission of Pronoun or Preposition 7 20 5.1
15, Double Negatives 15 3 8
1,63 Unclassified 13,5 4 1,0
Total 390 10040



TAELE XIX
FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE OF ERROR MADE

IN COMPOSITIONS OF 56 NINTH GRADE GIRLS

Types of Error : ‘ i Frequency Per Cent
1, Faulty Comnectives . .1 84 317
2, _Dependent Blement Used Independently 5 17 6.
3, Obscure Reference of Pronoun 3 3 11.6
4. Misplaced Moaifier 7.5 12 4.5
5. Dengling Modifier _ . 4 18 6.8
6. Agreement of Verb and Subject 12,5 2 8
f.’!. ﬁgreeme;ﬂ; of Pronoun end Antecedent « 10 6 2.2
8. Wrong Case of Pronoun or Noun | 14,5 1 o4
9, Tense Form 4 ) 75 12 4.5
10 Se@.enc;e of Tense ‘ ,' ‘6.5 13 449
11, Would-Should for Simple Past _ 9 8 340
12, Adjective for Adverb _ 12,5 2 o8
13, Confusion of Form from Similarity of :
, . Sound end Meening 2 42 1548
14, Omission of Pronoun or Preposition V6.5 13 4.9
15, Double Nega_tives o 14,5 1 o4
16, Unclassified A o ‘ v’?.l 3 ‘1.1

Totel | | 18 265 99.8



TABLE XX

FHEQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE OF ERROR MADE

IN COMPOSITIONS OF 37 NINTH GRADE BOYS

39

Types of Errbr ' Frequeney Por Cent

1. Faulty Connactives 1 30 2440
2. _Dependent Element Used Indep endent];x 5 10 8.0
3o Obsgure Reference of Pronoun 3 17 13;6
4. Misplaced Modifier 9.5 4 3.2
5, _Dengling Modifier _ 8 __ 5 240
8. Agroement of Verb and Subject _ 6.5 7 546
7. Agreement of Preomoun and Antecedent 15 1 «8
8. _Wrong Case of Promoun or Foun 15 1 8
9, Tense Fomm 4 14 1142
10, éeqﬁent;e of Tense » 95 4 B2
11, Woula-shoula’for Simple Past 12 2 1.6
12, Adjective for Adverb } 12 2 1.6
13, Confusion of ¥orm fram Similarity of o : ;

Sound and Meening ' R - 18 1404
14. Omission of Promoun or Preposition '-6.'5 7. 5¢6
15, Doujle Negatives 12 2 18
16. Unclassified 15 1 8
Totel 16 125 100.0



TABLE XXI

TEE RANKING OF THE STXTEEN DIFFERENT TYPES
OF ERROR MADE IN FREE WRITING BY SEVENTH
GRADE PEPILS, SEPARATE RANKING IS GIVEN .
FOR THE TOTAL GROUP AND FOR BOYS AND FOR

p—

Types of Error , : Both ‘ G’irls Boyé
Le Fat_zlfy Gonnectives 1 1 1
2, Dependent Element Used Independently 4 5 5
3, 6bscure Reference of Pronoun 5 3 3

4. Misplaced lodifier 9 745 9,5
5. _Dengling Modifier _ 6 4 8

6. Agroamont of Verb end Subject 11 12,5 6.5
7. Agreement of Pronoun end Antecedent 12 10 15
8. Wrong Gase of Pronoun or Noun 16 14,5 15
9, Tense i‘oﬁn . . B 5 745 4

10, Sequence of Tense ° . 8 845 9,5
11, Woula—Smula for Stmple Past 10 9 12
12, fajective for Advezrb 135 125 12

13, Confusion of Form from Similarity of B

Sound and Meening 2 2 .2

14, Omission of Pronoun or Freposition 7 645 645
15, Double Negatives S N
16, Unclassified _ 13,5 11 15
Total | 16 16 16
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Table XVI gives the frea_uency and percentage of error qnde
in the compositions of the 93 ninth grade pupils. Of the total,
which emounted to 390, type 1, feulty commectives caused 114
errors. This nurber was 29.2 per _cen‘b of all emora'mae. Type
12, confusion of form from similarity of sqund or meaning was '
responsible'for 60 errors, or 15.4 per cén’o. Next highest in
-frequency was obscure reference of pronoune The number or errors
was 48 and the pér cent was 12,3,  Fewest ari'ore occurred in type
8, wrong case of pronouns or nounse »‘There were only two of these.
‘Item 15, double negativeé came next with only three errors. <vhe
é.djegtive for adverb group and the unclassified gmup tied wifh
 a total of fqur errors each or only one per cent,

Table XVII gives the data for the 56 ninth grade girls and
Table XVIII gives them for the 37 ninth grade boys. The giris )
made 26'5‘1#1-,51;&1:93 end the boys mde 125. Item 1, faulty connectives
ranked first in frequency of ofcurrence. Sécond in rank was item 13,
confusion of form from similerity of form and meaning, and third
in rank was item 3, obscure reference of pronoﬁna Dangling modifiers,
item 5, which ranked fourth for the girls was of eigﬁth rank for
the boys; end iftem 10, incorrect sequence of tense which ranked
- four for the boys was of. rank seveh and one-half Tor the girls, Iteh
2, dependent element used independently was of fifth ramk fox aach;

The types occurring least often in the free writing of the girls
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wore ltems 6 and 12, lack of agreement of verb and subject

and adjectives used for adverbs, twice each, and items 8 and

15, wrong case of pronoun oi' noun snd double negatives, once

each, In "the boys' compositions, the double négativea appeared
twice. 'I‘wo times a:; adjective wés used for an adverb and twice
the type il, would-should plus the infinitive took the place of
the simple past. Only one case of the unclassified group appeared.
This was the '_}_:_L_l_:_q for as if error. Only once eaéh did items

é, and 7, wrong case of pronoun and lack of agreement of pronoun
with the antecedent occur. One ninth grade girl and one boy esch

| had: no errors in compositions emnd four girls and wo boys had
just one error sach, -

The total number of words written by the 93 members of the
class was divided as follows: 9,581 by the 56 girls and 5, 141
by the 37 boys. ‘lhe girls éveraged l'li words and 4.7 errors per
pupile = The boys made 344 orror per boy and wrote 139 words each.
1he girls'though averaging 32 more words each made only 3 more

érror per hundred words,



TABLE XXIT

AVERAGE NUMBER OF ERRORS PER PUPIL AND AVERAGE NUMBER

O WORDS 1N COMPOSITION PER PUPIL AND NUMBER OF KRRORS

PER HUNDHED WORDS WRITTEN - NINTH GRADE

o 7 |  Girls Boys
Number of Pupils | o " 56 37
Frequency of Errors , o ,‘ 265 125
Total Number of Words in Composition 9581 5141
Average Number of Errors Per Fupil |  4l? Bk
Average Number of Viords 1n Composition Fer Pupil 17;. ‘ 139

2445

Number of Errors per Hundred Words Written 2.75




TABLE XXTIIT

RANK AND PERCENTAGE OF ERRORS MADE IN FREE WRITING

BY THIRTY NINTH GRADE BOYS OF I Q. 110-137 IN ST. LOUIS

COUNTHY DAY SCHOOL AND NINETY THREE UNSELECTED NINTH GRADE

| PUPILS OF HOLTON AND LAWRENCE, KANSAS

736 JoTIedng

pegooTesun

936 xotxedng

poejdeTesUy

Type of Error Renk Rank Per Per
, ' Cent Cent
1. Feulty Connectives 11 32.41 20,2
2. Dependent Elements Used for Independent 30,5 4 275 7,0
B 6bscure’reference of pronouns 2 3 12,41 12,3
4, Misp_iﬁced Modifier ‘6 9 6487 4.l
5. Dengling Modifier 5 'e Be27 569
6. Agreement of Verb amd Subject 10,5 11 275 2.3
7. _Agreement of Promoun and Antecedent 8,5 12 3.44 1.8
8. Wi‘ong(}ase Pronoun 14 16 0 5
9, Tense Form 8.5 5 Sedsd »6.7
10, Sequem;e of Tense ‘ -7 8 5651 443
11, Would-Should Used for Simple Past 125 10 1,37 2.6
12, Adjective for Adverb 1 155 0 1.0
13, Gonfusion of ¥orm from Similarity of Sound or 3 2 10.34 15.4
' - Meaning
14, Omission of Promoun or Preposition 12,5 7 1,87 5.l
15, Double Megative 4150 .8
16, Unclassified 4 13,5 8496 1,0
Totals 16 16 99.71 100.0
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Table XXI gives the re.n‘k‘and the percentage of error made

" in the free writing of thirty superior ninth grade boys ( I. Qe
110 - 137) at St. Louis, Missouri, Country Day -‘.'ichooll and

93 unselected pupils in the ninth grade at Holton and at Lawrence,
Kansas, lor both the superior boys and thé unselected gi'oup,
item 1, faﬁlty connectives ranked first. ’ The percéntage for
the first group was 32,4 and for the second, '29.2, litems

% end 13, obscure reference of pronouns and coni‘nsion'di' forn
from similarity of sound or ineaning wore of second and third
ranks for the two groups. The former ranked syecond‘ for thé
superior group and third for i;he unselected group and the

latter third for the superior group and second for thé unselected,
~ rourth in remk for the superior boys was the type of error termed
ﬁnclaesified. For the u:;selected gmup; this type of error
ranked 13,5, Of all errors mde by the first group, superioi‘
boys, B8.96 per cent fell in this class, while only one per cent
of errors made by the second group were of this type. In the
compositions of the unselected g:mup,” the use of dependént elements
for independent comprised seven per cent of ‘au errors (with a
renk of 4) while only 2,75 per cent of the errors (with a rank

of 10,5) made by the superior boys belonged in this clagsification,
Three t}}pes of error did not occur in .the free writing of the
éuperior groupe These were items 8, 12, 15,' (Table XX}, wrong

case of pronoun or‘nou.n, the use of adjectives’“\'for advéi'bs, and

l. See page 6.
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double nega’ﬁivas. In the free writing of the unselected
group‘ there was a vei-y negligible occurrénce of these typeé;
only the use of adjectives fdr adverbs equaled as much as
one per centa . | v

i1t would seem that if these results may bé considered
typicai for the two groups of ninth grade pupils, superior
‘boys maké fewer kinds of errors then do unselected ninth
grade pupils but fha’c the frequencﬁ' of the error made is about
the seme for both. Faul'by,connectives, obscure reference of
pronoun and confusion of form from similarity of ;ound and
meaning which were high in frequency and rani:ed relatively
the seme for the two groups are types of error which are
prevalent in the free writing of ninth grade children, superior
and unselected. Stringy and run-on sentences and comma-splice
characterize the free writing of both superior and unselected
ninth grade children. Most of the faulty connectives seem to
be due to a lack of sentence feeling or arecog_nition of clause
unify. Loose, stringy sentenceé seem to result largely from
careless mentel habits. It would seem, therefore, that ninth
grade pupilar need encouraéement and direction in the use of
effective shorti sinmlg sentences, Practice in jbhe use of
concise, forceful simple sentences might ﬁelp inv developing
a feeling of clause unity end in overcoming a tendency toward
l‘oose’thinlcing end writing., Type 13, confusion of form from

a similarity of sound and meaﬁing, which covers the use of
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such words as sit and set, lie and lay, lay and laid, their

and there, and the three words, to,two and too is amother
diffieulty common to ninth grade pupils in free writing.

Again, if the results from the study of these superior
boys end these unselected ninth grade children may be considersd
typical of such groups, the use of double negatives is not
cha.re.cteristic of 'bhe free writing of ninth grade childrens. XNox
do ninth grade pupils to any extent use the adjective for the
edverb, This type of error did mot occur at all in the
free writiﬁg of the éuperior group end was evident but to a
slight degree in the compositions of the unselected groupe. The

“misuse of sure for surely was the only error of the kind which

was common enough to be noticeable. The infrequency of error

-in the misuse of adjéctive for adverb ﬁight be explained in any

’one of several ways, - First, ninth grade children may confine

. ‘themselves in free writing to the use of only those advei:ba

whose correct form is familier to theme. Second, their free
writing mey be of such a mature that the need for any extensive

use of adjectives and adverbsA does not arise. . Third, ninth

grade children may not confuse the adverb form with that of the
adjective. ifhe third type of error which occurred infrequently
in tlie free wr:i’cing of niﬁthhgrade pupils; s@érior and unaelécted,
is the wrong cese ‘of pronoun ci‘ nbun. Difficulties wii:h expressions
such as "It is me," "He gave it to she énd i" are not common

in the ﬁée writiné; 'of nin’cli grade pupils, ské;m‘ingly beceuse there is

no opportunity for such expressions in composition work.



TARLE XXIV
" FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE OF ERRCRS MADE ON

STANDARDIZED TESTS BY 93 NINTH GRADE PUPILS

OF HOLTON AND OF LAWRENCE, KANSAS

Types of Error : Rank Weighted Per-

L , . Frequency centage
l... Faulty Gonne_ctives : 11 .‘ 68 4,57
2, Dependent Elementstsed‘i'or Independent 9 . 80 537
3, _Obscure Reference of Pronouns .8 108 7425
4, Misplaced Modifier 6 119 7.9
5, Dengling Modifier 5 122 8,19
8. Agreement of Verb and Subject 4 133 8493
7. _Agreement of Pronocun and Antecedent 2 184 12,36
8. _Wrong Case Pronoun 3 154 10,34
9. _Tense Form _ 13 61 4,09
10, Sequenée of Tense « _ - - -
11, Would-Should Used for Simple Past - - -
12, Adjective for Adverh 1 204 13,71
13. Confusion of Form from Similarity of Sound 7 111 7445

e .or Meaning

14, Omission of Pronoun or Preposition 10 76 5410
15, Double Negative : 14 2 o13
16, Unclassified 12 e 2,43

Total ' _ | 14 1488 99.91
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) Table :_HII shows that ’the ninety three ninth gradg pupils
made 1488 errors in the stenderdized tests. Of this totel,
204, or 13.71 per cent, were madé in type 12, the use of
adjectives for adverbs, . Second in bra:nl: of :f‘réquenoy ceme
type 7\',‘ lack of ag:éeement of ‘pronou.n snd antecedente The per-'
centage of érmr smounted to 12,36, . Next came item 8, wrong
case of pronoun or noun with a percentage of error of 10.34.
The use of double negatives, item 14; 6gused only 13 per éent
" of the ervors. Incorrect tense form, ttem 9, was low in |
frequency of occnfrence, 4,09 per cent and item 16, unclassified
was but little higher, 4.43 per cent, The total percéntage
~of errc"ar for these three types was only 8.65. Five girls
and five boys of this grade wrote perfect test papers, end one

boy and one girl made only one eIrIore
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- TYFES OF ERROR OF GIEATEST FRE@TENCY TYPES RANKING

FROM 1 TO 4 ARE GIVEN IN FREE WRITING AND ON TESTS FOR

THE SDVEN’IH, 'EIGHTE AND NINTH GRADE OF THE JUNIOR HIGH

SCHOOL OF HOLTON .AND ar LAWBENCE, I&ANS.AS ,

High Seventh Grade

Eighth Grade Ninth Grade
Froquency Free ~ Tes}t Free Test TIree Tesat
Rank Writing Vriting Writing '
1 3 8 1 12 1 12
2 1 12 3 7 13 4
3 13 2 10 8 3 8
4 9 7 13 5 2 6

TABLE XXVI

TYFES OF ERROR OF LEAST FREQUENCY : THE THREE LOWEST RANKS

ARE GIVEN IN FREE WRITING AND IN TESTS FOR THE SEVENTH,

EIGHTH AND NINTH GRADES OF THE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOGLS OF HOI.TON,

AND o L&WHL.NCE, KANSAS

Iow ’ Seventh Grade

Eighth Grade Ninth Grade -

Frequency Free Test Free Test = Free Test
Renk Writing Writing Writing
Lowest ) 15 15 - 15 15 8 15
Second Lowest 8 , 14 6 14 15 9
Third Lowest 7 16 7 12 12, 16 16

Number _ Types of Error

1 Feulty Comnectives

2 Dependent Element Used Independently

3

Obscure Reference of Pronoun
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15,

16,
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Number , Tvypes of Error

Misplaced Modifier

Dangling‘lbdifier

Agreement of Verb and Subject

Agreement of Pronoun end Antecedent

Wrong Case of Pronoun or Noun

Incorrect Tenss Form

\;Irong Sequénce of ;Eense

Would-Should for Simple Past

ldjective for Adverb | 7
Confusion of Form from Similarity of Sound end Meaning
émiaéion of Pronoun or Prepcsitibn

f)ngle Negative

Unclassified Errors
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TAHIE XXVIT.

 FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE OF ERROR MADE IN COMPOSITIONS
' OF 348 JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL PUPILS OF HDLION AND OF

 LAWRENCE, KANSAS

Type of Error ‘  Renk Frequency Percentage
1. Fenlty Commectives | 2 615 28,83
2. Dependent ilement Used Independently 8 121 5467
3, Obscure Referemce of Prénoun ‘ . 2 374 17.58
4, IMisplaced Modifier a0 77 3461
5. Dengling Modifier ~ , 6 127 5495
6. Agreement of Verb snd Subject 14 19 «89
7.  Agreement of Pronoun snd Antecedent 15 16 75
8. Trong Case oftPrénoun or Noun . 5 13 ;61
9, Incorrect temse Fom | 7122 5472
10, ?Irong Sequénce o:é Tense 4 178 8,34
11, Would-Should for Simple Past 11 69 3423
12, Adjecti#é for Advérb 13 22 1.03
13, Confusion of Form from Similarity of Sound 3 213 9.98
and Meaning :
14, Omission of Pronoun or Preposition 9 111 5420
15, Double Negative _ - 16 7 .32
16+ Unclassified Errors | 12 49 __ 2485

Totel = | | | 16 2133 99.96
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TABLE XXVIII
RANK AND PERCENTAGE OF ERRORS MADE IN COMPOSITIONS

 OF 348 JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL PUPILS

Type of Error ' Rank Percentage

7th 8th 9th 7th 8th 9th

2345 32.6 29.2

1, Fm_zl'by Connectives / , 2 1 1

2. _Dependent Mlements for Independent 8 545 4 3.9 6.4 70
z, Obscure ﬁeference of Pronoun 1 2 3 24.2 14,7 123
4, Misplaced Nybdifiers» 9 10 9 37 3e4 4.1
5. Dangling Modifiers 7 5.5 6 5.3 6ok 549
6, Agreement of Verb end Subject 13 13,5 11 o9 3 2.3
7o _Agreoment of Promoun and Antecedent 14 13,5 12 8 3 1.8
8, _lirong Case of Pronoun end Noun 15,5 11 iﬁ o3 9 5
S, Temse Form - 4 M5 5 6.8 448 6.7
10, Sequence of Tense __ | 5.5 3 8 6.1 11.6 4.5
11, Would~-Should for Simple Past _10 9 10 3.0 3.7 2.6
12 Adjective for Adverb 12 12 13,5 1.3 .8 1.0
13. Confusion of Fom from Similavity 5 & 2 11.0 7.1 1544

of Sound end Meaning

14, Omission of Pronoun or Preposition 5,5 7.5 7. 6.1 4.6 5.1

15, Double Negatives 15,5 15 15 32 o8

16, Unclassified 11 10 13,5 2.7 2.5 1.0

Total 16 16 16 99,9 100,1 100,0



CHAPTER VII |

CONCLUSIONS

Th9 Jtypes of erTors rwh'ich predominated in the free writing
of the Junior high school pupils of Holton and of Lawrence, Kansas
weres '

(1) Feulty comectives.

(2) Obscure reference of pronoun.

(3) Confusion of form from similarity of sound end meaning.
In th;se cla.sses, i‘ell 56439 per cent of all errors made by the
entire Junior high school gToup e

Of all errors made by thg se;venth grade 58,7 per cent belonged
to these three groups. Of those made by the eighth grade 54.4 per cent
occurred in the types of errors. Of those made by the ninth grade,
) 56.9 per cent ’belonged to theee  groups. '

The percentage of these predominating errors made by the
ninth y‘grad'e was :}ust about equal to the average for the three grades.
That made by the eighth was slightly below and that by the seventh

was sl ightly above.

1. This may be explained by the fact that in the particular shhools
studied thexre was in the ninth grade a high percentage of children
who had not progressed through the two lower grades in the same
school but who had come in from rural schools,

Another factor that might have entered into the results is the type
of composition used. All of the seventh grade compositions were
written upon actusl happenings or events in the lives of the indivi-
duals; many of the eighth and nin'ch grade papers were fictitious
and had & facetious tone.



1t would seem from the incresse made by the ninth grade
pupilé over the seventh and eighth grades in the percentages
of the three predominafing t:}'pes of error that instesd of

ingiroving they grow 'nn‘rek careless.

II

The types of errors which occurred least frequently in
the fi'ee writing of the junior high school‘ pupils of the two
systems studied were! | | |

(1) Double negatives.

(2) Wrong case of pronoun. 4

(3) Lack of agreement of promoun with entecedent.
Only 1.7 ﬁer~ cent of all errors made by the junibr high school
gi'oup fell in these three classese

0f the total errors made by the seventh grade, only le4
per cent belonged to these three groups; of those made by the

- eighth grade, only l.4 per cent were of these groups; and of
those made by the ninth grade; .only 3.1 per 'cént beldhged to
these gmups.. Both seventh and eighth grades fell below the
average percentége of the éntiré juhior high‘ school but the

ninth almost douﬁléd fhe average number.l
The ei'ror which brought up ’qhe average for the ninth grade

was 1&01: of agreement of promoun and antecedent.

1.‘ The high percentage in the ninth grade may have been due to
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carelessness in writing rather than to a lack of kmwowledgee.
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III

The percentage of unclassified errors was relatively

small'for each grade separately and for the three grades
1
combined,

v

Thers was no great variation in rank in frequency for the
diffei‘ent types of error through the three years. The relative
frequency remained rather consistent. The amaller the frequency

the most consistent the ranking through the three years.,

le This seems to indicate that these junior high school pupils

either do not use in their free writing the specific types
of expression which cause the errors included in this classi-
Tication or that they have little difficulty in the correct
use. The errors which were included in the unclassified
~division were:

(1) The superfluous ‘use of the adverb in such

. . expressions as "collected up."

(2) Like for as if,.

(3) 'The position of I in a campound subjecte



TAELE XXIX

RANKTNG IN FREQUENCY FOR THE PREDUMINATING ERRORS

MADE IN THE FREE WRITING BY 348 SEVENTH, IGHTH,

AND NINTH GRADE PUPILS OF HOLTON AND OF LAWRENCE,

Rank in Frequency . Grade Grade Grade
. 7 .8 9
Firat Obscure Faulty Faulty
. Heference . con=- con-
of pronoun nections nections
Second Faulty Obscure Confusion
connsc- Reference of
tions of pronoun form
Third Cdnfusion Lack of Obscure
of form sequence of reference
tense of
pronoun
Fourth ~ Incorrect Confusion Dependent
.tense of elements
form form used
Indepen~

dently




Obscure reference of pronoun, the highest ranking error
in the seventh grade dropped to second place in the eighth and
to third in the ninth.

Iamlty connectives, the second remnking error in the seventh
grade ‘roae in the eighth grade to first rank and maintained the
first rank in the ninth,

Confusion of form from similarity of sound and meaning,
the third ranking error in the sevei;th grade dropped to fouxrth

in the eighth grade and rose to secqné in the ninthe

The frequency of error per hundred wo:fda written in thg ninth
grade.wae 1.8 errors, in the eighth was 6,94, and in 'bhé seventh
was 4.57. This seems to indicate that if the grades studied are
repreentati{re,‘ the frequency of error per hundred words written
tends to increase slightly in the eighth grade and to decrease in

the ninth.

- ‘Iwo types of exrror which predominated in'. the free writing of
unseiected Junior high school pupils of’Holton, Kansas and of lLawrence,

Kansas, also predominated in the free writing of"':certain selected
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superior boys { 110 - 137 I, Q. ) of the Country Day High

School, Ste Lm;is, ifii.ssauri, and "unselectéd freahzﬁen"and
upper-cléssmén of tﬁe Un;vérsity of Kansas,. ‘he types

of error were (1) faulty connectives, (2) obscure reference
of pronoune. Bétv}een 34 and 44 per cent "of the errors made

by the supeﬁor high schbol boys wexre inc;uded in these typese.
Between 32 and 44 :éer cent of those made by university students
were ihcluded in these types and ‘between 41 and 48 per cent of
those made by the unselected junior high school pupils of Lawrence,
Kansas and of Holton, Kensas. . The same kinds of error occurred
i)ut the percen:bages fo.;c the high' school group were greater., Mis-
placed modifiers which ranked three in frequency in the compoSitions

of the first two groups ranked ten in the third group compositionse
Vi

The type of error which oceurred wj.th least frequency in 'l;l}e
free writing of the superior boys ( 110 - 137 I. Q. ), the university
students, and the junior high achooi pupils was"do{iblg negatives,
lirong case of pronoun also occurred a small nunmber of timss in the
éompositions of all the groups. The use of the adjective for
adverb and the omission of pronouns‘oz.f prepositions ceaused smell

percentages of error for all three groups.
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ihe percentage of unclassified errars for superior boys
is mai'kedly higher then for either of the two unselected groups,
university students, or junior high school pﬁpils. Unclassified
errors for superior students comprise from 11 to 22 ﬁer cent
of all errors made, for university students from 4.2 to 4.8 per

cent, and for Jjunior high school pupils from 2.7 to 2.5 per cent.

IX
In frequency of error on the tests, sevénth and eighth grades
were éimilar. Upon six out of the fourtesm points measured‘, the
ranking was the seme and on the remaining eight, the types either
‘differed for the two grades by a half pomt or simply changed
places in rank, the ninth grade results varied by as much as

two or three points in rank,



TABLE XXX

THE PUOSSISLE NUMBER OF MISTAKES FOR EACH TYPE

OF ERROR, THE FREQUENCY OF OCCURKENCE AND

WEIGHIED FHEQUENCY IN STANDARDIZED TESTS OF

348 JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL FUPILS OF HOLTON AND

OF LAWRENCE, KANSAS

6l

Types of Xrror No. of Weighted
' ;gosaible Frequency lre-
Error quency

1. reulty Connectives 12 588 312
2. _Dependent slement Used Independemtly .. 6 302 302
3o 6bscure neference of Promoun 4 239 373
4, Misplaced Modifiers 4 | 206 322
Se 5angling Madifiers 5 300 381
6. Lack of greement of Verb and Subject 8 463 565
7, Lack of Agreement of Proncun end Antecedent 4 307 499
8, Wrong Case Pronoun or Noun s 546 497
9, Incorrect iense rorxﬁ 17 73 286
10. ieck of Seéuence'of ‘Yense - - -
11. Would-should for Simple Past - - -
12, Adjective for Adverb 3 254 538
13, Confusion of rorm 9 456 324
14, Omission of Pronoun or Preposition 1 29 184
15, fouble Negatives 3 20 42
16, Unclassified 6 197 209
Totai 89 4679 4614



TABLE XXXT

PRACENUAGE O EACH TYPE OF ERROR MADE BY 548 JUNIOR

HIGH SCHOUL PUPILS OF LAWRENCE AND OF HOLTON, KANSAS

ON FREE WRITING AND IN STANDARDIZED TESTS

62

Test rree Test free
Types of Error Renk  Writing Per- Writing
. Rank centage Per- -
- centage

1. Faulty Connectives _ 9 1 6&7& 28.83
2 bgpend_@t Element Used for Independent iO 8 v6.54 5.67
Se Obscure Reference of Pronouﬁ S 2 8,08 17.58
4, Misplaced Modifier 8 10 6497 3+61
5, Dangling Modifier | 4 6 8.5 5.5
6. Lack of Agreement of Verb and Subject 6 14 7.91 89
7o Lack oi‘vAgreemenfb of Pronoun and Antecedent 3 15 10,38 75
8, Wrong Case of Pronoun | | | 2 5 10,77 61
9, Incorrect Tense Form 11 7 6d9 5.2
10, Lack of S’equénceﬁo:_[‘ Tense - 4 - 8434
11, %ould-shduld for Simple Past - 1 - 3423
12, Adjective for Adverb 1 13 11.66 1.03
13, Confusion of Form 7 3 7,02 9,98
14, Omission of Pronoun or Preposition 13 9 3,98 5420
15, Double Negatives - 14 16 91 32
16, Unclassified 12 12 4.26 2425
To‘bais ’ 14 16 99,68 99,96
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| The predominating types in frequency of error on the tests

were mot identical with tho ée?predominatingvin free writing. On

the bests, the types most frequent in occurrence were: (Table XXVII)
(1)  Adjectives :for adverbs - 11.66 }per cent B
(2) Wrong éase of ‘proncun or noun = 10,77 per c‘enﬁa ‘
(3) Lack of agreement of pronoun ana'antecedent - 10;58 per cent
(4) Dangling modifiers C - 8,25’per cent |

o thé %o‘t;al,dfrequency of errors made on the tesis by the Jjunior high

school group, 41;06 per cent was inclﬁded in these four types.

The following wre the percentages which occurred in the free writing
for tﬁe four typés which preaominated on the tests: (Table XXVII) |
(1) Adjectives for amdverbs = 1,03 per cent B o

( 8j Wmng case of pronoun or nmoun - .61 per cent
' (3) Lack of agreement of proncun and entecedent - 75 per cent
(4) Dangling modifiers = 5495 per cent ‘
of ‘thé %otél frequency of error made in the free writing of the Junior

iiigh school group only 8,34 per cent was in these four typese

The types of error opcurring with least frequency on the tests

were:
" (1) .Doublekhegatives . «91 per cent
(2) dmiasion of pronoun or preposition 3098 per cent
(5) Unclassified errors e 4.2_5 per cent

(4) Incorrect temse form ' 619 per cent
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- The tofa.l percentages of these four types of error amounﬁed to
15.34. |

| The following are the percentages which occurred in the
free ivriting for the four types of error occurriné with least
‘ frequeﬁcy on the tests: (Table mﬁ) |

(1) Doubie/nege}tivéé T +33 per cent

| (2) | émiésion, of promoun oi- preposition 5,20 per cent

(3)  Unclassified errors o  2.25 per cent

(4:) incorréct tense - 5.72 i:er cent
The tStéJ. pei'centages of t.heser four ’cjj)es of error amounted to
13,48,

The results on the tests indicete as do those in the free
writiﬁg that the use of doable negatives is not of frequent
occurrence with junior high school children., Lack of agreement
of pronoun and antecedent ranked much higher in'w’che tests than
in free'writing which might indicate thet junior high school
childrén cannot easily deteet the lack of agreement between
pronoun and antecedent in the tests but that in free writing
this error doela‘ pot naturally occur, Wrong case of proncun
renked higher in frequency on the tests than 1t did in the

compositions tut was not very significante

The seme lack of marked variation in relative frequency for the
diffei'ent types of exrror was as evident on the tests as it was
in the free writing of the junior high school groups of Holton

and of Lawrence, Kansas,



65

XIII

The results of this si:ﬁdy show that the correlatiofx
between the fregi\{ency with which certain types of J—
occur in free writing of Holton, and of Iawrencs, Kensas
Junior high school pupils and the accuracy with which the
éame' types of ei'mr are recognized on sténdardizad tests -
Pressey-Cox_;kling Diegnostic Testsr in’ Engligh Ggmposition,_
Grammar Ve‘.nd’ S.‘entexice Structui'e and The Ginsbei‘g end Inglis

English Essentials Test - is very slight.
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TABIE XOOCIT
NUMBER OF FUPILS, FREQUENCY OF ERROR IN FREE WRITING,
TOTAL NUMBER OF WORDS WRITTEN, ERROR PER PUPIL, WORDS
PER' PUPIL AND ERROR PER HUNDRED WORDS WRITTEN BY THE

JUNIOR HICH SCHOOL PUPILS OF HOLTON AND OF LAWRENCE,

o Bth ___ 7th
Pupils 93 132 123
Errors (Composition) 26‘5 ; 1605 736
Words la722 14476 16104
Errors (Test) . 1393 1603 1683
Averége Error (cénxposi£ion) 2.“85 7,'61 . 5.98
Average Words - 158,28 169 69 130,92
Error per Hundred AWord‘s 1,80 . A 76'.'94 ‘ 4,57

Average Error (Test) 13,90 12,14 - 13,68
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APPENDIX

Semples of Standard Tests Used.



Pupll’s Score

ENGLISH ESSEN TIALS TEST
Elghth Grade——Beta

fame

chool \ ‘ » ) ‘ 'Grada -
Lo State..

ge..... . ;A . i)ate'

' PARTL SPELLING, 25 POINTS

in the following sbaces,. write the sentences which your teacher will dictate:

~

Devised and Copynghted by ) ' UVIVERSITY PRI\IT[NG Co.
HNIE GINSBERG and ReEweY BELLE INGLIS g 315 14th Ave. S. E Minneapolis, Minn.
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10.




RT I. PUNCTUATION AND CAPITALIZATION, 25 POINTS

READ THIS: Write the necessary ‘capital letters and punctuation marks in
sentences, but make no change in wording.

I wouldnt put all those pins needles buttons, and hooks m ‘one
box.

1 Did they arrive in aneapohs anesota, on December 17 1927
Harrys‘ father liked to sing my old Icentuclcy home.

1 Mrs Andrews counted the womens votes.

I have read Sewells story called black beauty.

"1 Mr higgins spoke in soft cleér tones. ,

The american indignantly shouted leave that flag alone!

1 Im going to visit some old spanish castles.

Thomas quickly said Iet me 2o too.

1 Do you like these german toys »

PART IIl. SENTENCE RECOGNITION, 15 POINTS

~|READ THIS: Some of these sentences are run together; others are incomplete.
the words following a number ought to be written as one sentence, put 1 in the

t to be written as three sentences, write 3. If all the words following a number
_lb make a complete sentence, write 0. THEN SEPARATE THOSE SENTENCES
CH SHOULD BE DIVIDED, BY A PERIOD AND A CAPITAL LETTER. JOIN
NGE IN WORDING.

) Taking a short-cut through the fields, Ralph reached the
station in time the train had just pulled in. ‘

~}( ) ‘Mary appeared greatly excited she carned many queer-
- llooking bundles these she placed on the table.
“lasleep under a tree, but unharmed.

( ) Sendinga message early in the morning to his employer. '

they wanted.

() Gaily waved the flags sweetly sounded the stralns of music
all were waiting to welcome the hero.

( . ). Finding no_one.at home. He slowly turned back

htheses, If the words ought to be written as two sentences, write 2. If they ‘

SE SENTENCES WHICH SHOULD BE WRITTEN TOGETHER MAKE NO -

() Anxiously they started to search for Tim they found him _'

“i ) The children shouted with joy thelr gifts were Just What i

'



PART IV. GRAMMAR, 35 POINTS

Section 1. Commonly Confused Forms (24 Points). Fill the
correct expresslon of the two which appear in parentheses.

blanks with

-1. You_\ (WaS, WeTe) ..o ioeeeeeeerniereennansese .told to sweep the ﬁoor
2. T am taller than Bobby; (a2in’t I, am I not)...ceorvcecniennns 7.
3. When he (came, come) . : ....in, he didn’t see (no one, any ¢
4. Grace had (Tun, Tan) ... oormems: -...to do the errand. F
They would (have, 0f) .comroioiiieeeeniees (ZIVen, ZAVe) . o ieeeerereresnei th
the books if they. had asked for them, )
6. The teacher has (began, DEGUN).cocmemrmcesninennssinmennn: to pralse Dick and (I,
7. The housekeeper had (went, gone) .to see’if th
(was, were) cclean towels for the guests. o
8. (US, We)urrurruwric DOYS (d0ne, did).mori our job wel
Carl has (broken, broke)......ccoiceercrenee .......the glass and cut (hisself, hims
badly.
10.. One of. the books (was, Were)........... eueenineneeantasens on the shelf.
11. . I'm not going to have (anythmg, nothmg) eeerieniesseinns to do
(them, those) : boys
12. Bess has (wrote, written).... ....to Eunice and (Him,
............ 7...................often. :

13. My coat is here, but I (saw, seen)...

in the closet.

14, You (ought not, hadn’t ought) ........................ to - (set, sit)........
that t1ny chair.

7

Section 2... Parts of Speech (11 Points). What part of speech is each und

lined word?

1. He called his mother Ioud]v

(yours, you

He mother R . ‘ lqudly

2. Those fragrant flowers cime from our ‘garden,

fragrant came ....from

3. Their spelling is good, but their grammar is poor.
spelling. good : but

4. - The baby screams-when he sees their large dog.
screams their.
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Directions—Read Carefully!

btice the four statements below:v

[ They were here.

We was going.

; ‘ [1 Where were you yesterday!?
: [] It was tlme to go.

One of these four sentences—“We was going”’ contams somethmg Whlch :
not good English; the sentence should read ‘“We were going.”” A cross has
ken put before this sentence, to show that it is wrong. :
On the following pages there are some more groups of four sentences.
lnd in each group one sentence, and only one, is incorrect—contains some-
ling which is not good English. You are to find the wrong sentence in each
foup and to put a cross in the square before it, just as there is a cross before
We was going’’ in the group above. If you are not certain which sentence
incorrect, mark the one which seems to you least satisfactory; be sure to
ark one, and only one, sentence in every group. Remember also to mark
%the square; do not put a- cross half way between two sentences Any
wubtful marks will be counted against you. - 4

As soon as you are told to do so, open the blank and begin at once. Be

ire you finish all three pages; do not stop at the bottom of the first or
_feond pages. Work rapidly.

‘DO NOT OPEN THE BLANK UNTIL YOU ARE TOLD TO DO SO,
AS SOON AS THE WORD IS GIVEN BEGIN AT ONCE!

tvised by S. L. Pressey . Department of Psychology
and L. C. Pressey \ The Ohio State Univetsity .
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l:] ‘Were they informed of his arrival?
O Can you tell me why he doesn’t write?
[] The girls is here now, Miss Johnson,

[0 The melons were sold yesterday.

8.

10.

. [ Was Mary and her grandmother' there?

[] Either Martha or Betty is to blame.

[J The hat and coat are presents from my father. -

[ The meetmg was begun, and the report and new rule were read

[] There was nothing said about the visitors.

[ In this valley there has been two floods this year,

] When we arrived, there was a line at the ticket Wlndow
[] Here come the Smith twins. :

[] Days so hot that they try one’s patience come in August.
[J The cireus, which delighted the children, has gone now,

] Not all women who eat rich candy are fat.

_[] Tenants who insist on keeping a dog has to move.

[7 The hen, with all her chickens, was crdssing the road.

[J The players, together with their coach, were on the train.
- [0 Mary and John are waiting for you.
" [J All the boys, with the exception of John, is ill."

7 The supply of sandwiches is rapidly decreasing.

[ Eggs fresh from the country are sold here.

- [ That set of books have been moved since yesterday
[] The owner of the vacant lots wants to build a house.

O Al the children are at home With their ‘parents.

'[J Each woman talked about their own troubles.

[] Everybody wanted his particular plan carmed out. "
'[] Who wants to try his luck first?

[] No girl or woman here knows their neighbors well.

[] Neither Jimmy nor Buddy keeps himself clean ten minutes.
[J Either John or Henry will get his name on the list of players
[1 Both Mary and Lucy will take their flowers home.

[ If one has the will, he will find the way.

[] Many passengers were getting into their life-belts.

[] When anybody has plenty, he should share with others.
[J No one should complain so much that people dislike them,

O When a baby becomes cross, the nurse puts him to bed.

[] If a boy cannot climb fences he should not go with me.

[0 When a new pupil comes to school they often are very shy.’
O If dogs become sick it is hard to cure them.

Do not stop; GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE!



12.
'13.
14.
15.
.
18.
1.

20,

[] The poor man asked for some water. =
[] The Mexicans were used to hot weather.
[0 We opened the door and walk in, *
(0 Anna seemed to be. happy yesterday. -

(] He was nearly drowned when he fell through the ice.
[] The boys drug the sleds up the hill. «

[] Sally climbed the cherry tree in the yard.

[] The Indians usually attacked a village just before sunrise.

[] The path has always run through this field.

[ He came to the pafty in a new suit. ’
[0 Robert saw the first robin yesterday.

[ I done more work than you did.

(J 'Did you hear what I heared?

] He went after you had gone,

[ Danny cried when his balloon burst.

7 She has grown more this year than she grew last.

[J He was given a thrashing for br eaking the wmdow '

[0 Were you born on Sunday?
(] Have you ever drank sulphur water?

[] Ruth had never ridden a horse before.

‘[0 The boys might have come home earlier,

] Could you of been mistaken? !
[] That must have been a terrible accident.
[] If he did that he ought to have been spanked.

[] The audience sat very still during the play.
[] The sun will have set by six o’clock.

[] Set the alarm for half past. five.

] During the storm Mary set and shivered.

[ He lay in bed reading a magazme

[J The dog lied down in the middle of the rug.

[ Please lay your flashlight where you can reach it eas11y
[l Has that hen ever lald an egg? ‘

[0 The boat leaves tomorrow mornmg.
[] Has the cook left?

[ Let the boy have another chance.

[ Can'’t you leave the child play while?

[0 Do you think I can run as fast as Jack!?

[0 May we lift that rock if we can?

[ Can I have another piece of cake? .

1 I might do what you ask if I thought I eould sueceed

Do not stop; GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE!



o
23.
24,
25.
26.
2.
28,
29;

- 30.

[] That is their new secretary.

[] We are gomg their for lunch. .

[0 They’re very sure they have never been there
0 There s their train at the station now.

] He expects to brmg the package to the store
[1 Did he sell that bicyecle to you?

[} James ordered too three-minute eggs.

[ I think he wants too much.

[J An eager student is a great inspiration to his teacher.

[ The circus manager has bought an elephant and a tiger.

O Henry has been gone more than an hour.
[J It is-a long time before a express train is due,

[] That dinner looks good.

[J He does not write so well as he did. v

[] She works well and gets along good with the manager.
[ It’s good to see you so well again.

[J Your proposal sounds very interesting.

[ The bell rang furiously for ten minutes.

] That lion acts dangerous.

[ He looks 1ntelhgent but he doesn’t talk sensible.

[0 She dances unusually gracefully.

[0 Will he limp very noticeable? ',

] Those Japanese lanterns look decidedly attractive.
[0 The old fellow can ’t move as rapidly as he did. .

[0 The employer could not decide who to choose.
] Whom did he injure, in the accident?

] Who did you tell me is running for mayor?
[J I have told you who your best fmend is,

[] Have Ruth and her seen this room?

[ The policeman ordered either them or us to leave.
[] We gave his mother and him the best seats.

[ The baby threw kisses to her and me.

[] We Republicans must hold together.

[] He caught us when we children were climbing the fence.
[J They are sending us teachers sample copies of the book.
[] The lawyer asked if us two would enter a complaint.

[] My brother is much heavier than L

[] His father is as musical as he.

[ Except for David and she, I have seen no one.

[J For years there has been a feud between them and us.

GO BACK OVER YOUR WORK TO BE CERTAIN THAT
YOU HAVE MADE NO MISTAKES
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Directions—Read Carefully! -
fotice the four statements below: ' |

[J He finished school last June. Since that time he has done nothing.
[0 We spent the afternoon in the park; it is very pleasant there.
X] John had a position in a store. Which he left..

: [:] He found a dollar bill which some one had,dropped in the aisle.

One of the four—*‘John had a position in a store. Which he left’’—in-
ludes something which is not a good sentence. A €ross has been put before
his line, to show that it is wrong. o e

On the following pages there are other groups, each of four statements
ind in each group one statement/is not well expressed—has in it something
thich is not a good sentence. You are to find the wrong line in each group
nd to put a cross in the square before it, just as there is a cross before “John

ad a position in a store. 'Which he left’’ in the group above. 1f you are not
' %ertam which line has the poor sentence, mark the one which seems to you

st satisfactory; be sure to mark one, and only one, statement in every
roup. Remember also to mark in the square; do not put any cross half way
etween two lines. Any doubtful marks will be counted against you.

As soon as you are told to do so, turn to the next page and begin ‘at once.

Je sure you finish all three pages; do not stop at the bottom of the ﬁrst or
tcond page. Work rapldly.

DO NO'I‘ OPEN THE BLANK UNTITL YOU ARE TOLD TO DO SO
"AS SOON AS THE WORD IS GIVEN BEGIN AT ONCE!

“Devizsed by S. L. Pressey L ' ‘ Departmeht of Psyehology
Jand L. C. Pressey = . Lo Qhio State University

471.4p




1

[ He has three brothers, John, James, and Arthur.

[0 They own two pieces of property. A farm and a eity flat.
[ He plays two instruments, piano and violin.

{3 He spent his evenings reading or listening to the radio.

. [J She was much pleased when the prize was given to her.
[J At last the train arrived: We climbed wearily aboard
[J His home was.small. ‘But very attractive.

O 143 was a long walk, almost eight miles,

. [0 Some people like olives, while others will not touch them.
[0 When they did come, they did not stay long.
[] While in the water they spent much time splashing each other.

_ [0 After he had gone, with the stolen car and the money.

. [] The house where he was born, which has since been torn down.
[1 His latest play was certainly a great success,

[] Tim, who just ran past, was almost drowned last summer.

(] He was a fine musician; his skill brought crowds to hear him.

.Od1 sent a telegram askmg h1m to come 1mmed1ate1y, but he was out of
town and the message never reached him,

' [ This is the road to the lake Tt was here that the fatal aceident

“‘occurred last week.

v D Smith is & man who was once very wealthy; recently he became ac-

. "quainted with a promoter, invested his money m oil stock and
lost every cent he had.

[] In playing ‘the last round of golf I lost the ba.ll a,nd 1t was the last
ball I had, but I borrowed one and ﬁmshed but I played badly

D The Whmtle blew and the men went to work

[ In a car on its side in a ditch was found the stolen olothmg
[1 She sings well and last night she sang at a convention.

3 The dog barked and ran out into the yari

‘[:] Howard is very fond of tennis, he plays every pleasant afternoon.

[0 She stumbled over a bmok which some one had left in the path
[l The sh1p sailed at noon. We were all out to see it leave. »
] Not a breath of wind was stirring; the heat was a]most unbearable

[ The water was so clear that we eould awly see ths botiom.
[] There was & severs storm last night, so we eouldn’t come home, and
 s0 we stayed at the farm.

' [J As the game ¢ could not be played besause of the rain, we went home.

. {_'_} He failed i in all his work and consequently left ashool.

Do not shop; GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGH



10.

O ‘He is fond of setting fires,. although he hag often been burned,

[ He likes to ride on trains, and says he is going to be an engineer.

[ This newsboy delivers them to all the people in the nelghborhood.
[]. The man from Austm s Garage W111 fix your car.

] He practiced every day, and as a result became very sklllful

[] He dropped an egg and broke it.
[1 He spilled the water, which splashed all over the ﬂoor

" [] He had loat the" key, Whlch caused hlS trouble in opemng the trunk.

11,

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

[] There stands Smith’s new car, of which he is very proud.

[J This is Mary 8 hat, who came to visit us last week.
[0 My father’s watch was stolen. He bought it abroad in 1885

7 That club belongs to Fred who is an excellent golf player

[} When Charles saw him he returned the money he had borrowed

] Smith declared that, whlle he was away, his accounts had been falm-
fied by his clerk. :

1 When Aunt Ruth came 111, ‘she saw Dorothy in the pantry.

[J Tom told what had happened, but the thief called him a liar.

[] ‘While looking for the lost knife, we found a dlamond stick pm
7 When he called the cat, the dog also came, =

[[] Having given the pass word, he entered WlthOllt any trouble
[j Ha.vmg upset the paint, the picture was ruined.

[ Having bought the table, she gave the clerk her ‘address.

[] Having eaten our dinner, the waiter brought us the bill.

[] Having repaired our car, the man drove it around the block.

[ After Rover had buried the bone the butcher gave him some meat.

[[] He is happy because his home team won tho ga:me.
[ They became lost as a result of the storm.

[] He is slow, caused by his lameness.

[J The accident was due to the fog.

[] thle st;lll in her ’toens she wrote bea.unful poetry
[] While in the house the horse ran awsay.

- [0 When he was but & child his mother left him,

[] thle We were gathermg up the leaves, the fire started,

Do not m’p, GEO ON 'l‘O TH.'E NEXT PAGEI



17.

18.

19.

[J His car, breaking through the fence, started down the bank.

[0 The book was finely illustrated and was expected to be very popular.
* [J The horse, harnessed to a light carriage, ran swiftly down the street.

[J His singing was much enjoyed by the old people, accompamed on’
a piano,

[J They watched the robin building the nest in that tree,

[J Sitting at this window, she can see all the neighbors. .

[J A boy on a bicycle hurried down the street after the organ-grinder.
[J In the kitchen was a woman frying potatoes in a calico dress.

'[J The b‘oys watched the puppy ployihg in the yard, which was a collie.

- [ They threw to the old man the ball with which they were playing.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24,

g1 put in the ice box the fish which you sent.
D They all stopped and smiled as the little rabbit hopped by

0 He invited both" Fred and Dick to go with him.

"[J They are looking for either a dog or a cat, as a pet. g

[ They will neither take the box nor the table.
[] She took not only the geramum but also the vase of roses.

D Last mght I met up with my old friend John.
[ Do you know who took my book off the desk?
[ I know where he is,

[ She told me where Edith had gone, but I have forgotten

[]kI know nothing about the loss of the overcoat.

[ Then the teacher she kept me after school.

O As he walked along he dropped seed in the furrow.
[ The womédn who fell was not badly injured.

[0 T am sure I can go tomorrow, :
[] They were working very hard and were in a hurry to ﬁmsh
[J Here is the fence which is being repaired.

[] There is the man was drunk last night,

{7 He swam through the waves as easily as through still Water

[J On one hill we had to get out and walk,
[7 T think the music of a violin swecter than any other instrument.

[0 He was a player about whose skill they knew little.

GO BACK OVER YOUR WORK TO BE CERTAIN YOU HAVE
MADE NO MISTAKES. S





