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1.

The Present Status of "Student Actlvities” in

The ngh ochools of Third Class Cities of Kansas.
Iatroduction,

This study undertakés to determine the present
~status of "student activities” in the high échodls'gf
cities of the third class in the 3tate of Kansas, Time
is devoted ih connection Withhthe school urogram tb

- various student activztles. which are increa51ng in
number and nrobah&y in educational importance. How the
smaller high schools of the State are meetinr this
situation is the prcblem of thls study. -

Throughout this thesia report the term “student
activities” is used instead of extra-curricular activities,
the term which is frequently used in designating high
schoolvactivities. The’term‘extra-curriculér is misleading,
When credit is given to participants in such activities
they really become curricular, | |

Hducational authorities seem to agree‘that:étudent
activities have come into the school progrém to stay. A
- growing appreciation of their value for training pupils

in the practical phases of citizenship may be one of the



féctors which account.: for this situation. Under such
circumstances, the.practical;question,for the secondafy
school is how to manage the activities in such a way
that they will yield‘a full return éf éducational value,
Many articles have becn written on this sulject duringh»
the past few years, and other studies in the field seem
to be needed, ,
A part of the data in this study were Cbllected Wy
means of a' questionnaire, a copy of which is found in
the appendix, together with letter which accompanied the
questiannaire.. After trying out a tentaﬁive form of the .
questionnaire on the Bducation Seminar and liethods of
Research groaps in the University School of LEducation
and subsequently revising it, the questionnaire was sent
to the high school superintendénts or principals in a
third class city high,school‘éelected in each county. in

the State..
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Related studies,

Other inﬁestigations relating to this genefal
fiéld are alreédy available.; Among these are two thesis
studies which have been completed at the Unlversity of
Kansas, One of these pertains to a group of 1arger schools
of this state. An investigatiun made by Rice E.iBrownl
dealt with high schools fhe enrollments of which ranged
from 270 to 2036 pupils, Thé gtudyﬁréported here deais
with the smaller high schools in third class cities of
Kansas, 7 |

The inveétigation of'Mr‘ Brown,comprised three
parts: A. The status, variety and control of high school
aati&ities; B, A comparison of the grades of high school
students who are members of high school aétivities with the
gradea of thoseywho are_notkmembers; and C., The method of
financing student activities in the various high schools.

He found that stﬁdent activities had a place in each
of the 24Vschools studied., The orchestra and dramatic club
had the highest median pércent of members of the activities

to which toys and girls belonged, Of the activities to

1, Brown, Rice B,, A 3tudy of Some Scholastic and
Financial TFeatures of Student Activities
~in the High School, Masters Thesis,
University of Kansas, 1923. )



" which only boys bélonged the-hiﬂhest median percent was
in qthletlcs, and in girls activ1ties the hlghest median
percent was in the Y. J. C"‘A.

His study also indicated that some schools bave school
credlt for participation in student actxvaties.‘ Usuallv
'act1v1ﬁy 1dv10ers were prOV1ded from.the teaching staff
utudents who particzpaﬁcd in high school activities did not
rank 1ow in their regular curricular subaects.' Thezr mean
grades equalled or surpassed those of the non-participants
in the same schoolé, A | e |

The’other thesis study o which reference has been
made was éompléfe&’ty A.'%.:éwaﬁsonl in 1922, It treated
the relation hetweeﬁ’pértidipétionfin,extra—curricular
activities;and’schoiarship inkthe,highbschools of
Kansas City, Ho. The étuay was baéed uponvschool
achlevement, mental test scores and part1C1pat10n 1n
activities,

On the whole, the evidence presented in thét |
investigation pointed to the conclusion that pupils‘of

somewhat more than average'mental ability participatéd

1. Swanson, A, M., The Relation Between Participation in

A ~ Extra-Curricular Activities and Scholar-
ship in the High Schools of Kansas City,
Mo. Hasters Thesisg, University of Kansas
1922,
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in the extra-curricular activitiés; Probably these
activities provided a means of_expressiﬁg ﬁhemselves
beyond the opportunities provided bty the formal
cufricﬁlum, It appeafed th@t such participation did not
‘affect'their scholastic standing'significanfly;

In a study of-the’effects of outside work and
athletics upch scholarship’at‘the Kansas State,Teachers'
College of Emporia, D, A, ﬁorcésﬁerl concluded that men'
students engaged in outside work, were_eﬁrolied in more
hours and were.suceessful in a larger percentage of the
hours in which they were e¢nrolled than. those who héd no
outside work., They aiso'recéived higher grades, The
5ame condition prevailed with reference ﬁo the women,
with the exceptiqn that those who were partially self-
gsupporting did not enroll in quite so much work as those
who did only school work, Of the three acﬁivities,
school work, athletics}and’outside ﬁork, he concluded from
his findings that school work and athletics or school work
and outside work may be carried without seriously
. endangering one's scholarship, but that the carryiﬁg of
school work, athletics and outside work very seriously
affects one's scholarship, as measured by the grades secured,
1. Worcester, D, A,, The Effects of Outside Work and Athletics

Upon Scholarship.
- School & Society 18:779-80, Dec, '23,



Tield of the Proposed Study.

This study is concerned with what student activities
were represented in the smaller high schools of the State
during the school ye#r 1925-26,. Whether these schools
give credit for‘partici?ation‘iﬁ such activities; the
activities in wich éarticipants receive credit; the range
of credit given, and the median amdunt of Crédit given
for four years éarticipation has been inveétigétéd{'
Attention wés given also:to what requirements #re‘enforced
upon»partiéipanﬁs;-wheﬁhervthere is a limit ﬁo the number
of activities in which a pupil may participate in one
vyear, and whether participation in any activity is
compulsory for the entire school or for groups within‘the
school, Teachers marks were used as a basis for comparison
‘0f the school work'of'pqytiaipants and non-participants,

‘A comparison of the mental test scores of boys participating

in athletics with boys not participating was also made.



Chopter 1.

The Present Status of Student Activities in
The Schools Studied,

A3 previously staﬁed a part of the data in this
study were collected by meaﬂs of a questionhaire; The
method of éelecting the school to which the Qﬁestionnaire
was scnt was as follows:  The alphabetical‘list of cities
of’the third class supporting four year high schools,
’ according to the.Kansas‘Educational Directory 1925-26, was
used. The first school which was listed therein in cach
county wés the ohé which received the questionnaire, Having
gelected the gschools in this way in each bf the 105
counties in Kansas, the,qnestionnairé was sent out to themn,
and after making avsecohd request to several of the

above schools, 83 of the schobis {78 percent) thus selected
returned the questionnaires filled Qut.'

Another grou§ ofn75 questionnaires was seal out
later to other high schools in third class cities,
gelection being made at random, 37 of the schools
(41 percent) thué selected replied. o second request was
made, Of the 120 questionnaires returned 116 were filled
out completely enough to be used in this study. In the

Kansas fGducational Directory, 1925-26, 534 four-year high



gchools were listed in Kansas cities of the third class,

accordingly the 116 third class city schools sending in

data complete enough to be used for this study was 22

percent of the high schools in the above group.

The total enrollment of the 116 schools studied was

7,825 pupils, 48 percent of which were boys and §2 percent

of which were girls. The median enrollment of the 116

schoolswas 65 pupils., The median nuwhber of boys enrolled

was 31 and the median number of girls enrolled was 34.

Classification of High Schools According to Type

of Organization and Facts of Enrollment,

Type of
High School

City

Rural
Community
Consolidated

‘Totals'

© HNunber
Represented

45
54

Range of

Mean Bnrollment

Tnrolliment Boys Girls School

21 to 141
16 to 121
27 to 130

19uto 110

35
v35
34
29
32

3873
32 62
48 82

32 6
38 70



Table 1 shows that of the 116 high schools reporting
45 ware city high schools, 54 were rural high schools, 6
were community high schools and 11 were foﬁr'year high
schools in operation in'consolidﬁtea‘schools.

The range.of enrollment in the city high schools was
from 21 to 141 pupils with a mean enrollment of 35 boys
and 38 girls cx g total ﬁean enrollment of 73 pupilé;'uThe
range of enrollment in the rural high schools was from 16
to 121 pupils with a mean enrollment of 30 bcysland 32
girls or a total mean enrollment of 62 pupils. In the 6
community high schools the rangé of enrolliusent was from 27
to 130 pupils with a meén enrollment of 34 boys and 48 girls
or abtotalwmean enrollment of 82 pupils. In the 11 high
schools of consgolidated schools the range of enréllment was
from 19 to 110 pupils with a mean enrollment of 29 boys
and 32 girls or a total mean envollment of 61 pupils,

The mean enrollment for the 116 schools studied was
70 pupils (median enrollment 65 pupils). The mean number
of boys enrolled iﬁ the schools studied was 32 and the mean

number of girls was 38,
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Table 2,

Distribution of the 1164High Schools'studiéd

According to Pupils Enroiled.

. ! ‘ Humber .
Enrollment of Schools
140 and above _ 1
130-139 - 2
120-129 ’ 4
110-119 \ - : 3
100~109 ; o 10

90-99 . g ' ‘ 9
- 80-89 2
- 70-79 . : , 1
60-69 ‘ 15 @
50-59 : > 10
40-49 ' 17
30-39 . ‘ 11
20-29 8
19 and below S 2
116

¢+ Median 65

Table 2 shows the.distribution according to size of
enrollment in the 116 high schools, The median enrollment
is 65 pupils with an inter-quartile range between 40 and
80 pupils, _The median enrollment of the schools studied
was 1arger,§y 2 pupils than the‘median enroliment of the

four year high schools in third class cities of the State.
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- .Table 3 ligts the different activities that are
found in the schools studied. The number of schools
having the activities reported and the percent of

schools reporting each are indicatéd.
Table 3.

'Frequency,of Certain Activities in the 116 3chools

- Btudied.

- Activities Found Number of Schools  Percent of Schools
In the Schools Studied Having the Activity Having the Activity,
Boys Basket Pall , 110 95
Senior Claas Play 99 - 85
Junior Class Play 89 77
Girls Pasket Rall ‘ 87 76
Girls Glee Club 87 76
Roys Track ‘ 82 71
Poys Glee Club . 68 59
High School Operetta v 65 56
Chorus 65 56
Foothall 64 55
Athletic Association - b2 53
Girls Quartet 48 41
Boys Quartet 46 39
Orchestra ~ 44 38
Debate 43 37
High School Play , 4 37
Girls Reserve _ : 3 33
Boys Tennis , 38 33
Girls Tennis S 31 28
School Paper 24 21
Literaxy Society : 24 21
Hi-Y 23 21
Girls Track . 6 5
High School Annual 6 5
Athletic Clubs 6 : 5
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Baseball :
Physical Tralning
Student Council ,
uampflre Girls
Y. #. G. h..
Agriculture Club
Commercial Club -
Spelling Club
Civiecs ClLub
Band
Boy:Scouts
Picture Show
Home Eeconomics Cludb
Music Club
Activity Toard
Dramatic Art Cludb
Manual Training Club
Pen and Ink Club
Cafeteria :
Student Librarians

o »
i

R OO S D R WL B
HHEFHEHFEFHEFEBHEDODLDODORL D DWW

TOTAL (45}

Trom this taﬁle it will be seen that athletics,
music, and the Junior‘and senior plays are the activities
found most often 1n tho e smaller high schools,

In the activities for boys basket ball heads the list,
with 95 percent of the schools having this activity. Of
the activities for girls basket ball also heads the list,
being represented in 76 percent of the schools. Of the
activitiestPen to both'boys and girls, and organized
primarily to boost athletic teams or to sell season hickets
for athietic contesfs, athletic aésociations existed in
53 perceﬁtwof‘the schools,

Girls glee clubs were organized in more schools than
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were boyé gleejclubs, The same was true of boys}and gir1s‘
quartets, Of the musical organizations open to both

boys -and gifls, the high school operetta and choxus wére
found in 56 ‘percent of the schools. .A high school
orchestra was reported in 38 perceni_of the schoolé.

Senior and junior class plays were reporbed in 8%
percenﬁ and 77 percent 5f the‘schools respecﬁively.‘:
Thirtyaseven percentvuf the scheols had debating andin
percent 1iterary societies. The girls reserve was |
organized in 33 percent of the schools and the Hi-Y in 11
percent, | |

”Extra-cu;ricular activities,should have their
fgundatiqns, in most instances, in the curricular activities
and‘shéuld help to motivate them,® according to C. R;
Fosterl,byet onlva percent of the schools studied had any
activities listed having,theif foundations in curricular

activities.

Tatle 4 gives the number of schools offering school
credit for participation in differént activities and shows

the percentage of the‘schools which gave some school

1, TFoster, Chas., R.,, Extra-Curricular Activities in the
High School, Johnson Publishing Co;,
Richmond, Va, :
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credit to each activity, School credit as used in this
study means units or parts of units that apply toward -

graduation,
Table 4,

Frequency with which School Credit is s Given in the Jchools

Sponsoring Certain Activities.

Jumber of Humber of . Percent of
; - Schools Having Schools Giving BSchools Giving

Activities the Activity 3chool Credit School Credit .
ATHLRETICS: :

Doys Dasket Rall 110 26 - 24

Girls Basket Ball 87 23 26

“Boys Track g2 19 23

Football 64 18 - _

Toys Tennis 38 5 . 13

Girls Tennis 31 4 . 13

Cirls Track 6 2 N 33

‘Baseball 5 1

Physical Training = 4 4 100
MUSIC . '

Giris Glee Club Sg 68 76

Boys Glee Club. 6 55 , '

1. 3, Operetta 65 7 ‘ 11

Chorus o 65 42 ' 65

Girls Quartet 48 21 44

Poys Quartet : - 46 2 ' . 50

Orchestra 44 29 66

" Band 2 0 . 0
LITHERARY : ‘ I

Senior Class flay_ 99 7 7

Junior Class Play 89 5 6

Debate 43 1? 43

- COLle
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School Paper 24
Literary Society = 24
H, S, Annual , 6

b

onc
o

© oNn

CLURS:
Athletic Assaciation
Girlg Reserves .

- Hi-Y 2

“Athletic Clubs
Student . Councll
LCampfire Girls

Y, 9, 0. A,
Agrlculture Ciub
Commercial Club.

_ 8pelling Ciub
Civies Club
Loy Scouts A
Home Beonomics Club
Husic Cludb ‘
Activity Board
Dramatic Art Cludb
IMonual Training Cludb
Pen and Ink Club

O
V]

‘v , Rt e
B 1 R O DD PO D N s O OO
COOOOCOOOOOOCOTN AN
COO0OCOOTOOD OO OY HW

g uISCﬁLLiVROUS:

100
100
100

Picture Show
Cafeteria
Student -Librarians

e
o

More schools gave school credit for work in nmusic
than for work in any othér activity., Bighty-onec percent of
the schools gave school credit in boys glee Club, and other

- percents vary from 78 p;rcent in girls glee club to 44»

percent in girls quartet,

Twenty~gix schools did not offer any credit “or
participation in these activities, and 14 schools stated
that the maximum amount which would be applied toward

graduaﬁion was 1 unit, and that this unit mightmbe_obtainéd,,,
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in one dr several_different activities., In the othex
gchools the maximﬁm amount”of‘credit applicable toward
graduation,waé not stated.,

The‘range of school credit given for four years
“participation in’the differént activitiés varied from 3
to 2 units in those SCh§013 giving credit for participation,
and the medién amount of credit obtainable in these schools

for 4 years parbticipation in all activities was 1 unit,

In answer to the gquestion: What is required in the
way of grades, or what other requirements are enforced upon
participants in high school activities some information is

provided in Table 5,
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Table 5.

The Percent of Schools, of the ochbols Studied,
~ ‘Having Grade or Other Requirements for
Partlclpation in Activities,

Percent of
Schools Having

Total Schools ~ Grade or Other
~ Reporting - Requirenents
116 R £.74

Rules Governing
Participation
of Students

1. Rules of the Kansas State
High School Athletic
Association Governing
Athletics, but no
Requirements for Other
Activities

2. Rules of the Kansas State
High School Athletic
Association Governing
All Activities

3. Passing grades in three
subjects, (Range of
passing grades from 70
to 100 percent,)

4, Tot below the average
of the Class

5, Passing grades in four or
~all Subjects Carried

6, Satisfactory to Sponsor

7. No requirements stated

Yo Requirements
Stated

224

Humber of Schools
Reporting,

22

44

[T I
=i ks
o v ©



18.

‘Hinety (77_percent) of the séhocla reporting had
eligibility rules which, so far as grades for athletic
competition arevconcerned. eéua;ed or surpassed the
eligibility rulé;af the Kansas State High School
Athletic Assoczationl. o

CIn. 8 achools as shown in the table the eligibility
rule cf the above Assoclatlon governed =11 activities, 1In
6 cases one does not know the~va1ue of the rule, and in
26¢cases no requirement was stated, though 12 of the schools
being members of the Kansas State High School Athletic
ASSociation, it seems reasonable to believe that théy
abide by the rules of;the.ASSOCiétion while competing in

the~differentiforms of athletica,

Whether schools of this type are doing anything
in the way of limifting the number of activities in which

a pupil may participate at one time is shown in Table 6,

1. The Kansas sState High School Athletic Association rule
referred to say, so far as grades are concerned, "In
order to be eligible to compete in athletics one must
have done passing work in at least three subjects the
whole of the preceeding semester and be doing passing
work in three or more subjects at the time of
participation."
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Table 6,

Distribution ofiSchools Showing Limitation :
" in Humber of Activities in Which a Pupil
Hay Participate at One Time.

- Participation e
~ Limited Mot - -question
by Rule  TLimited = Not Answered Total .
2 8 6 116

1 school limited participation to 1 activity at a time,

6 scﬁaéls.limited pafticibation to 2 acﬁivities at a time,

3VQChdoléwliﬁited‘participation to 3 activitieé at a time,

1 school Iimited paftici?axion by consulting the teacher.,
lovschools\;imifed participaﬁidn but stated no rules,

!

The exﬁent;to which 21 of these schools 1imited the
number of activities in which a pupil might participate is
shown in the‘above*table. "Eleven of the schools ataied'the
‘rule by which they limited participation, while 10 of the
schools stated they limited participation but gave no rules,
Eighty-nine of the~school'did not report any limitation in
the humber of activities in which a pupil mightvparticipéte

at one time, Six schools did not answer the question,
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The fact that 89 of these schools did not report
any limitation in the number of activities in which a -
;pupil'might»garticipaﬁeiaﬁ oﬁe'time might be interpretated
in a number ofvwéys. ﬁarﬁicipaxicnymight ﬁavefbeen limited
by the small number of pupils epralled,ﬂﬁaking it imposaiblé
to carry on some of the activities calling for a latger
ﬁﬁmbéi'bfrpupils. Bu% feﬁlaQtivities might havé'béén~
erganized in the school, which would automatically iiﬁit
the number in which a pﬁﬂil might participate. Activities
v mlght also have been 1oosely organized or of such ‘a nature
ﬁhat they requ;red very llttle time from the members,
Puplls who particzp&te in- activztles also have scholastic
recoxrds which»equal‘therscholast;cﬂrecords of_the group who
do not,participate&accordihg‘to,thé findings of Broﬁnl and
oWanaona. . Any of thé factors listed: above'might have made

the 11mitation of the number of activitles in which a pupil

mlght~part101pate,unnecesoaxy.m

1. Brown, Rice E., p. 4.
2, Swanson, A, M., p. 4.
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Table 7.

Number of Schools Having At Least One Activity Compulsory

For all or a Part of the 3chool.

Number Having

Number Having i Total
One of lore To Compulsory ~ S8chools
Compul sory Activities Reporting
~Activities, o - S :
22 94 116

Activities éompulsory

for entire school and
the number of schools
having the activity

Activity Schools
Ath, Ass'n
Chorus

Literary Society
School Paper
Physical Tr,
Operetta

Girls Reserve
ii-Y :
Student Council
Spelling Clubd

el el el e R R

- Activities which are.

compulsory for certain
classes or groups and

‘the number of achools:

having the activity =

-Schbols

Activity

Junior Play 3
Senior Play 3
Agri. Cludb 1

Twenty-two schools had one or more activities -

compulsory for all classes or certain classes within the
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school. In four schboié membership in the athletic,.
association Was-cbmpulsoryg ,F6ur nad chorus as a compulsory
activity and four the literary society. Thé senior play was
‘compulsory to membérs;of,the genior class in three'échools,

| and‘thé Junior play wag likewise compulsary to ﬁhe‘members

- of fhe,junior clésa'in,three school s,

There is probably no basia for aséuming,that,those
..schéols having compulsory activities do s0 because of

én educational treﬁd in that direction, It is.possible

ﬁhat it is merely a matler of chance or schbol»éolicy.

» | Hinefy—four schools did not report any-activities
which were compulsory for the entire school or for groups

within the school.

Table 8 which follows provides some information
regarding the advisers of the different student activities

found in the 116 high schools studied.
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Table 8.

The Average number of ulassea Taught

Per Day hy A&v1sers

Aver&ae Humber

Schools ~ Hot of Classes Taught
Reporting ~ Reporting = MEDIAN  MEAN
98 18 . .5 4,66

R

'Table 8 shows the average (med1an and mean)
number of classes taught per day hy tn@ advisers of the
different actiV1tzeq that are listed in table 3.

| The medlan ‘number of classes taught iz 5, The

mean number of classes taught is 4, 66 Owing to the
manner in which the question was asked there was no
, way ofitelling vhether the advisarship of the activities
was taken care of bynteachers;fprincipals'or superintendents,
Doubtless the principals or superintendents, who as a rule
teach fewer classes than the teachers, took care of the
advisership of some of;the‘activitieskand,tﬁis would have
a tendency to reduce the_méan. The range of classes

taught varied from 2 to 7 per day.
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- Chapter 2.,

A Comparison of Teachers llarks of Participants

Aind Hon-Participants in Athletics,

The prineipal or superinténdentnin 31 high schools
in cities of the third class was asked to furnish the
- grades and record of activity participation of each pupil
in high school during the school year 1925-26, They were
assured that,théy would be reinitursed for any expense-
~inecurred inﬂthe‘séﬂding in of same. The principa 5 oY
superintondeﬁﬁa‘iﬁ 24 of the 31 schools selected promised
toFCOoperat@, and specially prepared blanks and instructions
for supplying the necessary data were sent.

A secand request was gent after a lapée of a few
Weeké to those schools that had not sent in the data
reqaested and three additional high schools sent in the
necessary data., The necessary datbta were received from only
12 schools, with a total of 576 pupils enrolled, There
‘were 275 boys and 301 girls.

The first analysia of the data mentioned above showed
that 35 of the 275 boys and 52 of the 301 girls had taken no
part in student activities while in high school. A second

anaiysis‘of the data showed that of the 275 boys 172 of them



had)participéﬁed in aﬁhletics while in high school and

: iG} Of‘the@whad taken no’part in athletics. One hundred

| éightéen 6f the girls had partidipated in some form of
athletiéé while in high school, 183 had not. Since the
number of pupils who had p@rticipated in athletics and

the numﬁer‘wha\haﬁttaken no part in athletics were more
Anéarly‘eqﬁal in thé‘sécond analysis than in the first,
Table 9 wés prepared showing‘a cou@ariscn of the median
grade of thé bes and girls who héd taken part in athletics
and thoée W0 had'taken‘no part in athletics in cach of the

schools.studied,,
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- Table 9.

‘The Number of Pupils and the HMedian Grades of

Pérticibantsianq Hon—Parﬁibi?ants in Athleticé, |

Number of Pupils  Median Grades
-~ . Poys . Girls - BOYS GIRLS
Boys None Giris MNon=- lon- Non-

School  Part, Part, Part, Part, Part, Part, Part, Part,

A, 70 2 12 6 8 8 8 - 8

m. 19 16 0 26 8  8..5 - '85--
c. -~ 6 -~ 4 7 7 855 8 86 &
o 13 015 6 17 84 86 8 835
B 6 2 7 3  _84.5' 90.5 89 84
. 22 10 13 14 8.5 83 88 84.5
. 28 9 20 3L 84,5 83 90 87
B, W, 7. 6 23 8 8L 90 8
1. 18 14 12 16 8 . 84+ B8 855
3. 10 10 . 10 10 88.5 8 8.5 8
K. 17 29 8 8 8.5 8 &

AR o o S . T SO e D W SR WA PR VR . S WO SR S TR Y AL R R W D S D g 5 wU WD S SR R G SR SR Sk R AR SR AR SO B S WE ER WS WD
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The average {mean) giade for the subjects taken in
high school by each pupil was obbtained, The median of
the mean gradeﬁ-thua obtained was used to show the
- relative standing‘dfhthe,participants and non-participants
in each school. .

The twelve third cléSa,city high schools studied
comprised-ﬁhe'fdllowing types of schools; 8 rural high
schools, Z«dity high schools and two high schools of
cehéhlidated schools., These schools are widely scattered,
over the State 3ﬁd are found in 11 different counties,

The toﬁal enrollment of the 12 schools studied is
.5?6 pupils,z?S of which are boys and 301 girls, . Sixty-
three percent of the boys had participated in one or rore
forms of athletics while 37 percént,had taken no part in
,athletics;vBQIpercentwcf the girls had participated in some
fommof athletics, 61 percent had not.
| 'Of the 12 schools studied all had basket ball for
both boys and girls, excepting one (B) which had no form
of athletics for girls. One school had girls track and
one had hockey . Football, basket ball, baseball and track
were all represented among the athletics for boys.
| The median grade of the boys who participated in
athleticsréqualed or exceeded the median grade of the non-

participants in 10 of the 12 schools. The median grade
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of the boys who took no part in athletlcs exceeded the

median grade of the participants in 2 schools. |
“The ‘average (medlan) grade of the boys in ‘the

partlcipating group, eyceeded by 1 2 percent the median

. 'grade of the bays in the non—participatlng group.

The medlan grade of the glrl participants equaled or

" exceeded the medlan grade of the ncn-PartiGiPants in 9

“gehools, - The medlan,grade of the non-participants exoeeded

the median grade of the Partlcxpants in 2 schools.; One
‘sehool did not have any form of athletics for girls.‘

' The average (median) grade of the girls in the
"partlcipating group exceeded by 2. 8 percent the median
'kgrade of the girls 1n,the non-participating group.

. Prom the evidence found in the limited number of
échdolg‘atudied, showing the relative standing of the
"partiaipating and nonnpartlcipating groups in amhletics
it would seem that those puplls who take part in
athletxcs mahe grades eqpal cr superior to the grades of

'those pupils who do nat participaﬁe in athletlcs.
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Chepter 3. .

A Gamparison'of the Intelligence Test Scores
of Boys Participating and llot Participating in
' Athletics.

The'ﬁhird4chapter 0f this study dezls with the
'intelligenée of boys whd-have;yarticipdted in athletics in
,coﬁpafiéon with boys who have taken‘no part in athletics, 1In
‘some.schQOIB'mentalvteéi results were already availahle,
 These included the Terman Group Test of Mental Ability or the
Otis Self-Administering Test of Hental Ability. DPoth tests
had been given during the school years 1922-23, 1923-24, and
1924-25 undef;the &iraczioﬂ of the University Turcau of 3chool
SéfviCe. The scores made on these tests were recorded in the
office of the Bureau of School Service‘at the University of
Kansas, It was frmm'this source that the intelligence‘test
scores of the boys in the high schools studied were obtained.
class city high schools in which these tests had been
given were sough% from the schools concerned, Thirly-
seven of the schools had given the Terman test -and 11 the
Otis test., A letter and some 3 ﬁyfﬁ’blank forme wera
sent to each of the 48 schools. The letter designated in

which clasa or classes the boys enrolled were;to £i11 out the
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 biahk’f¢rms; Twenty—four of Lne 37 schools for which test
vecorda on tne Teruan test were avallable sent the data
_requcuted' 5 our reylxed that they had no boys in the
@1& ses desiy nmted

”he records of’pérticipants and non-partioipanté in
athleg;cs were obﬁainedtfor tho se boys in school durlng the
échooi yéar 1925426. Thug if a test was given during the
SGhocl yeai 1?225é3,,the only group Lavzng't@ken‘the teot
_that aduld Ee in achodl at the present time would be seniors.
’In that case, the senlcr boy vere auxed to fill ouL a blank
with thelr fOuorg Ms gartlclnnrb or non~uarticlpant in
}lathletlc whlle in high school. The superintendent or
1pr1ﬁclpal was asked to check this biaﬁk when it had been
flll@d out qy the boy, It callgd ior the Lollowinb 1n formation,

Tlame of school.

Wame of student,

Record of athletic participation,
if a participant,

Humber of years in each sport.,

-The_li schgois whose students had taken the OtisvSelf-
Administering.Test of Eenfal Ability were asked to furnish
similar data., TFive schoole, two of which were in cities
of the secondvclass,‘COmnliod, ~When the records of
Participation or non«participmtlon in athletics of these
boys were received, they were checked against the record

sheets of the teat scdres on file and only the reports
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of pupils‘fcr;whom'inﬁelligénbe test scores ﬁere
available were used, |
The folléwing ;acsrd fori363‘boystorms the basis
for any cbnclusions:thét mﬁy bé’reached in this'chaptér
of-ﬁhis study, h |
R 1. 363 cases iﬁvolvedg diétrihuted7among_29 schools,
2§ '252 boy s whb have particiﬁated in athletics,
 3*; 111 boys who have takeﬁknq_part in athletics,
4;“'363 inﬁélligehce'teét séores; - |
| - 202 on the Térman_Grouy‘Test.
léB'on’the otig Self-Administering Test,
5. Test,ééoras and participation or non-participation
record available”forvﬁreshmen, Sophomores and

Juniorsa,

In order to get the scores dnia comparable basis
for the two tests and the three classes taking one or
the other of the tests, the scores of all the pupils
in the diffarehﬁ classes on both tests;wera‘arranged‘in‘a
frequency distribution.  They were then divided into
deciles, and the,pa?ticiyants or non-participants in
athletics located according to their intelligence test

scores in the proper decile. The results of such a
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division are given in the following tables. Decile.

-

division 1 rayresentsAthe highest,diyision of the scale,

2 the next highest, 3 the third highest, etc.
Table 10,

Boys as Participants in Athletics LocatedrAccording_

to Decile Division in Mental Testis,

 PERMAN TTHST - OTIS TRaT . TOTAL PER-

Deéile . Fresh - Sopho Jun- Fresh Sopho Jun- # CENT
Division -Men  =~more ior ~men =more for PART, PART,
1 9 5 1 5 3 . 1 24 To44
2 10 6 1 4 1 2 22 xef¥
3 m 6 0 4 3. 0 20 . ¥
4 5 2 2 5 2 25 10
5 ) 3 1 6 5 2 26 10
6 10 4 2 6 5 3 30 12
7 12 6 2 2 3 1 26 10
8 9 5.2 3 2 3 24 10
9 9 3 .1 2 3 2 20 8
10 12 6 1 4 5 1 29  _12
Totals 100 49 13 38 35 17 252
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Table 11.

" Poys as EQQ*Parﬁicipantsvin,Athietics Located According
to Decile Division in Mental Tests,

' o TOTAL PER=-
TERUAN TEST. OTIS TE3T . HomiER - CENT

Decile  Fresh Sopho Jun< Fresh Sopho Jun- NON  NOW
Division =-men <more jior  ~men wmore ior PART, PART,
1 4. 1 0o 1 4 1 11 10

-2 3 0 0 2 6 0 11 10
3 2 o o . 2 4 3 11 _ 10
4 4 1 0 5 2 1 13‘ 12

5 3. 3 1 1 2 1 11 10

6 21 0 1.3 o 7 6
7 1 0 0 4 4 2 11 10
8 4 1 0 4 5 0 13 12 .
9 4 3 1 4 4 0 16 . 14
o 1. o. 0 2.2 1 _6 _5
Tdta}.s 28 10 2 26 36 - 9 m 99+
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Table 10 shows the number of boy participants in
athletlcs in the freshmen, sophomore and Junior classes,
1oca$ed according to the scores made on the mental tests
into the decile in Whlﬁh the scores fall. Table 11 shows
gimilax facts for non~participants.‘

”-‘ The tetal number of parﬁzcipants and non—participants

,«in each deczle is &100 shown in Tables 10 and 11, respectively.
- After ascertﬁining the total number af pupils 1n the u‘
‘partlcipating or non-partlcipating grnup in each decile, ”‘”
the percentrthat thls number waa of the total numher was of
the total number in the partlcipatlng ox non~particlpating
group wos also abtalned and 13 also shown in Tables 10
‘and 11 : | -

From Tables 10 aﬁd 11 you W111 ‘see that tho percent
| of boys in both.the particlpating and nonupartlclpating |
groups, respectlvely, th@t £all into the different deoxle
div1slona is practlcally the ﬁame.wyln the ninth deoile
" there is a sllghtly 1arger percent of'nonwpartiéipants and
in the tenth decmle there 19 a slightly 1arber percent of
partlc*pants. R |

The percenﬁ of the total number of freshmen 50phomore
and *unior particlpants and non«participants in each |
decile div131on waa also found. An analysis wag then made

to discover any wide varlations 1n the percent of participants
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and non-parﬁicipdﬁts in each decile for cach class. The
total yercent“ofipartiqipants and noneparticipants in
the three highest and;three lowest deciles for each class
was obtained, The result of this snslysis showed that the
| perceﬁﬁ of participants in the three highest and three
iawest deciléé-fcf the fréahmen‘an&:éophomore-classes wasg
practically ﬁhe’same. In the'juniqr class 50 percent more
;of the parbicipants were;in the}threé lower deciles than
the thﬁee Eighest- The percent Of-non-participants in the
three highest'énd thrée,loweét deciles for the freshmen and
sophomore clgsseélwere about the‘éame, In the junior'class
46‘§ercent.more of the.ﬁon—pafticipants are in the three
highégt‘than the three lowest deciles, The wide variation
that ﬁas found in fhe,parﬁicipating éﬂd non-participating
pupils in the junibr:class‘is,doubtleas due to the small
number of pupils in this ciaaé; ;in the.second decile in
the non~participating group, the third in the participating
group and the eighﬂhgin‘the non=participating group the
junioy class had‘ne scores of pupils taking the test, and 1
pupil in either of these deciles would have made the total
peicent of pupils in the three upper and three lower deciles
practically the;same;. Thusnthe=variation in the different
deciles in the participating and non-participating groups

for the clasmses is of very little significance,
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- From fhe‘é#idence fdund in the séhools‘sfudied in
this chapter it would seem that the boys who participated
in athletics and the boys who tock no part in athletics

were pfacﬁiééllyfeéual_in mental ability.'
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Summary,‘

Student act1v1txeu had a place ln eacb af thc
'116 schools studied, S
| Of the'45 acﬁ1v1t1es represented in "the schools.
studled the 10 actlvitlms most'often reprosented are

as followa boya basxeh bzll, genior class play, Jjunior

o class ﬁlay, glrls baskeﬁ bﬁll, &1rls glee club, boys

track Dqu glee;glubﬁwaigh schoolvoperetia, chorus and
football ) 'k » | |

uore of the‘schoéls studled Lava school credit for
Wérk in muslc_thaﬂ,for‘wg:k‘invanywpther acL1v1ty, Twentys
%wd‘percenﬁ of the schqqls:studiéd did not offer school
credit Tor partlcl vation in any activities,

ueventj~elght percent of the schools studled enforced
_&raée or otne; requirem&nts upon gartlclpants in certain
or all'ac£1V1txeBa
| Very little is being done to limit the number of
activities in which a pupil may participate at one time,
Highty-nine schools of the schools studied reported no
limitations,

Tew vchools had activities compulsory to the entire
school ox to groups within the school., Iinety-four of the

116 schools studied reported no compulsory activities,
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The median number of clas.qes taught by the advisers
was fTive. |
The pupils who take part in athletics @ grades
equal or éﬁperio,r.tc. the grades of those ‘pupils who do
not take part in athletics.
o The' Boyswho p‘ar‘biciz}a‘béd in athletics and the boys
who took mo pari in athletics were PfactiCally equal in

mental ability.



Appendix,

Copy of Questionnaire Used in Collecting Data for
Chapter 1 of this Study.

That the problem of "Student Activities" is presenting
difficulties in the Kansas High Schools there is no doubt,
however, some believe that the situation is worse in the
smaller than in the larger high schools, Hore facts are
needed in order to reach a satisfactory solution of this
problem, .I am making a study of the facts in the situation,
and ask your help in the solution of this problem by answering
fully the following questiuns relating to student activities
in your high school Ffor the achool year 1925-26, and returning.
same to me in the inclosed self-addressed, stamped envelope.

The material will be used in a purely impersonal way and will
be treated as strictly confidentlal.

L._L. Thompaon;

1. Eame of your high acheol ‘ - | Total pupils

enralled in H. o. : No, of Poys v Wo, of Girls_____

2. In the follawxng 3. Indicate the 4.State the total
1ist, check (¢) the = number of . - amount of school
activities you have _ students who credit--Use 16 units
in your high school  participate in as a basis for Grad.

- during the schnal . .each activity -=that can be ob-
g year‘l925- : ~ Boys Girls  tained in each

activity.

Football -
Basketball
Track

Tennis
Athletic Ass‘
Literary Society
Girls Reszerve
Y. ¥. C. A,
Hi-Y ~
Glee Club
guartet
Chorus
Orchestra
School Paper
Debate

H, 3. Annual

THEHTHTHHH

= C0-
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A ; Jr, Play

: .4{0’;

8r, Play

H, S. Play . R
{ ) ", s.. Operetta o

De; ,rtmenta; Clubs.

Hﬁ! i

,»:_Hrlte in any actzv;ties not mentioned ahove and anawer G
’,-queatlans called for in 3 and 4. _ ;

l U '

If‘any nf thn above activities are cozpulsory to all or a
part of the students, draw a circlp around the number
given in question 3. ‘

What is- required in the way of grgdes, or what other

’requirements do you enforce upon vartxclpants ‘in activities?

(Wrzte out your requlremerts on the back of this sheet, )

Do. you lzmlt the number of actlvities in Which a pupil may
partlclpate —ee? If 80, send in the rules Whlch apply. ‘

List the aamzvxt;es you have in your school and immediately h
following the activities answer the questlons with regard
to teaure and’ teaching.

Activities - - Ho, of years the ¥o. of years = No. of
you' . adviser of~each‘gf* experience he  <Classes
have in your act. has acted as ~ has had advising taught
school ‘ such in your school this activity, per day

| 1925—1926‘,; (Count thig year) (Count this yr.) hy ADVISER

vt
s
vk
—eo—r—Dh
e om——
SB——"
Acha——
mo—
—na——
———

ARRRRRNRY

-HHHHH,
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' Copyrﬁf the Letter Which Accompanied the Questionnaire,

1314 Tennessee otreet
e Lawrence, hansas,;
February 17, 1926

“v:y' de:ar Sirs

Vith the uanctloﬁ of the School of ®ducation
.of the University of Kansas, I am making a
study of certain aspects of "Student
Activities" in fthe smaller high schools of
‘Kansas, Your most earnest cooperation is
desired in carrying out this investigation,
and T shall be very greatly pleased if you,
with the help of your activiity advisers
- when necessary, will f£ill out the
questionnaire herewith submitted, which
calls for 1nzarmaalon for the school year
1925-26

I would cspecially appreciate your courtesy
iT this gquestionnaire could be filled out
and returned to me at once in the inclosed
self-addressed, stamped envelope.

T shall, of course, subnmit a summary of

the results of my findings to those who
contribute to this study, and will treat all
material collected in a confidential and
impersonal way. . .

:Thanking you most cordially for your
cooperation, I beg to remain

- Yours very truly,
L. L, Thompaon,

1314 Tenn, St,,
Lawrence, Kans,



42,

BIBLIOGRAPHY,

Aspinwall,, ﬂ B . R
~ How One Meets the Problem of 3chool Parties.
'vachool & oOCthy 15 51~ 53, Jan. 122,

Poys P. P : : ' '
thra—Currlcular Act1v1ﬁ1e, and %cholarship.
chool & Soc1ety 13 158- 66 Vebl '21.;»

Bl‘O»”n H.' 3&!; i
Flnanczng High School Organzzatmons.
ducatlonal Review 59: 1)3 59, Feb.. 120,

, A Study of. Soma Schalaqtic and Flnan01a1 Teatureg of
atudent Activities in-the ngh School..
Hasters Thesis,. Unlverslty of Xansas, 1923,

Chamberlin,. Arthur H.,
’ High S3¢chocol Fraternmtles,
Sierra REducational Hews 20 156 60, Har, 24,

Clark, Thomas A..
The Busy Undergraduate.
J, of N, Y, State Teacher's Ass’n 11791 97, Apr. ‘24

Collicr, B. R..
Occupational Cooperation and Its Demands Upon the School,
School & oﬁlety 18:481-87, oct, 123,

Crovley, James Ao
The Socialization of the School Program. II, Ixtra-
Curricular Activities,
J. of Ed, MYethods 3: :418-26, June '24,

Dements, A, L
Values in Extra-uurrlcular 0rgan1Zatxons 1n the H, 8.
School Review 32:40-48, Jan, '24,

Foster, C, R,
Extra~0urr1cu1ar pactivities in the High School,
Johnson Pub, Co,, Richmond, Va., 1925,



43

bretwell, 3, K
. The Adviser of Girls and the thra—Curr;cular
Activities of the High School.
Ed, Admlnlstratxon & SuperVL31on 10: 71 78, TFeb., '24

"Place of Extraucurricular Act1v1t1es in mducatlon.
- 8chool & Society 21: 633-39, Hay ’25. ‘

Fretwell By Ki & Q'ﬁell Harion ,
Extra—Curricular Actxvitles in @econdary oGhOOlS.
- School Publiuatlons, Teachars Col Record, Sept., *24;

Glueck; Bernard SR :
Some Baltras urrluuiar Problems of the Classroom,
'cchool & Soclety 19 143-49, ﬁeh wt24

Grete, Cs T
' Regulation af nxtra-,urricular Activities,
ﬁatlonal Bdg Aas‘n 752-58; 1922 ;

Haye»:, H. \ ' c :
Social Llfe ot the High - achooj and Some of Its Problems,
National Bd, Ass’n, 873-78, 23. ‘

Hobson; C. S,
Bnperwment in Grbaniﬁutlon and . Adminlstration of High
School Bxtra-Curricular Activities.
‘School Review 31:116-24, Feb, 23,

Holch, A, B, ' ; '
Administration of Student ‘Activities,
- Bd. Review 70:6-10, June '25,

Student Activities in High School,
Bducation 45:606-18, June '25,

Howe, Cy M.'
The Higa 3ehool Teacher and Athleulc
School Review 31 781-86 Dec. 23,

Jones, David J.
© ffhe 3ocial Aim of Extra-Curricular ﬂutiVltieﬂ.

J. of'Wd 100 41-3, July ‘24

Jones, G. .
bystematlzlng the Tinancial Affairs of High 3chool
student Organizations,

School & Socieby 15:611-12, June '22,



44,

Kennedy, C, . W, : :
Outside the burriculum.
 Forum 71: 297-13, Feb. 24,

K.m;_,.;}_ and, G.. S,
Txtra Currlcular &ct1v1ties.‘ R
- Yational Pd. Aﬂs'n.v778 83, 122,

LQ'Ui ‘3’ ‘ “‘- § -Luv ‘
Centf&li21ng 5tudent 40L1v1nieq in the ngh uuhool.
school RSVlPd 31 612-26 OCu..'23.,

Wixon, 0 .
"tudent ?ubllcatzons in Piuh ochool.
Am Sclh. Bd,- J, . 7 45—47, BDec, 723.

Paul I"J. : o ‘ o
atudent Drgnnlzatlonb and the Deve’opment of Character,
Tabtl. Ld. ﬁgs’n 1.273-79, -ra22,

1’0 wers, Carel 11’18 .
The Social Progran for the Unsocial H, 3, Girl.
School I evlew 32 773-81, Dec, Y24, ‘

Scott, M., J. & Hill, C. W,
Financial Accounting in Student Activities,
3chool Review 32:442«4,‘June te4,

Sherwood, J. N,
The Value of High School Publxc&hlonJ.
Bd, Review 67 °Q 21, Jan, t24,

teoner H, P,
The Fxtra Curricular Activities of the liigh School.
nducation 39:367-73, '19,

Swanaan, Ko M. ~
Thne Hffect on Mlgh School Scholarship of Pupil
Participation in Extra Curricular Activities,
School Rev. 32:613-26, Oct, '24,

The Relatign Between Participation in Ixtra Curricular
Activities and 8cholarship in the High Schools of Kansas
City, Mo, lasters Thesis,MUniversity of Kansas, '22,

Terry, Pa.ul ¥ '
Administration of ?ytra~Currlcu1um AthVitleS in the
H., 8, Part I. _
School Review, Dec, '25._



ughaﬂ, T He

Point System and Hecord Cards for “Ltra Curricular
Activities,
3chool & Soclety 163 745-47, Dec. ‘22¢

vinner, H B, ‘
Place and Value of ﬁxtraaxu“ricular Activities in
the High School, :
Fatl, Bd. Assr, 1021-23, .'23,

Wiley, W, B,
Organization o” “xtra Currlcular Activitics as a
Device for Training in Citizenship,
School Rev, 33:62-656, Jan '25.
Worcester, D. A.
The Effect“ of Out31de &ork 1nd Achlet103 upon
Scholarship.
3chool & Scciety 18:779-80, Dec. '23.





