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PREFACZ. 
Beoauae of the magnitude of the field ohosen it wae 

found neaeesary to confine this investigation, for the most 

part. to bound volumes of verse. Two hundred and twenty-six 

volumes of versa by present day .American writers were 

exBmined. Amon~ these are volumes by ona hundreJ anu 

forty-four individ'f.lal authors, and twenty-four antholo5ies. 

The anthologies vary in the number of indiVidu~l authors 

represented from five in ''Some Ima.gist Poets11 to one hundred 

and fourteen in "The Chicago Anthologyn (Blandon and Mathison) 

and perhaps more in some of the ..ii.nthologies of Ittagazims Verse 

(William Stanley Braith~v:ititeJ. Ae a conservative eatimate. 

it seems probable that there hstva been considered poeme from 

as many as three hundred present day American verse writers, 

although. not all of these poems contained references to 

de~th or 1m:nortal1ty. 

I have attempted to include only suah volumes ~e nere 

first published after l~OO. There are, ho~ever, several 

exoeptions to this general procedure. 

~oams or passages illustrative of the various points 

considereJ in this study have been cited with a full 

realization of the faot that, aithout an intimate knowledge 

of the character of the author, it is vei--9 difficult to 

determine just how much subjective thought and emotion and 

how much objective fnncy have entered into the creation of 

a given poem. 

"' 
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I must aaknowledee a dobt to ~r. Lawrence ~. Nelson 

(A.!i, The University of ~u~a. l~21J, from whose thesis. 

"1'he Influence of Christ in Heaent American. Vereatt. I 

received valuable help in the aau of bibliography; and to 

?~1 as Annabel J.i• Garvey ( A.:J:. The Uni verei ty of itansaa, 

1~14), whose atud3 of noonoepti ons of Death and lmmortali ty 

in the English Monodies from 1486 to 1784° furnished many 

suggestions as to the metbod of approach in the present 

investigation. 

I wish to thank the librar1 officials of the Univer~ity 

of Kansas for generous permission of access to the numerous 
books required for this study, and for tha borrowi11g of a 

number of books from otner libraries. Es9eoially do l wish 

to t.nank Professor s. L. Nhitoomb, under who~e direction 

this investigation has been oonduoted, for much valuable 

aasistanoe,and for the use of two volumes of his oen poems. 

Fereonally, I have found thie study very interesting, 

and instructive as well.. I have uoqnired a greatly 

enlarged kno~ledge of the vast field of modern American 

verse, and I hope that I mar have contributed aoma 
1nforaia ti on 1rvhich aill }lrove of benefit to othera. 

Septemoer 12, 192ba E. L. If. 
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IlfTBODUOTION" 

Nhataver may be our attitude to~ard the question of 

immortality, what our belief oonoernii:ig the possibilities 

and the probable nature of a continued existence after 

de~ith, we ma.7 all look forward with certainty to the fact 

of dying. Of nll the millions of men and women who have 
lived on the earth in the paat, all (if we except two 

possible Biblical instanoes) have died ana paesea from the 

earth to be seen no more (if again we exoept ~h& Biblical 

instances of several persons raised from the dead by 

miracle in the time of Christ). A stream of humani t9 has 

continued to enter upon the stage through the mysterious 

doors of Birth, and when their "three score years and 

tan". more or less. have been accomplished all have passed 

through the equally mysterious doors of Death. 

"From the great deep to the great 
deep he goes." l 

Yet in the hearts of a very large portion of the human 
race, from the most primitive savage to tne most highly 

oivilized person of today, there seems to be a something 

which whispers tha:t death is not the end of all things. 

1.-Tennyson, uThe Passing of .Arthur", 
16A., p.3780 



lo. 
Tennyson, in the introductory section of n1n Memoriam", 
says: .. 

Thou wilt not leave us in the duatt 
Tho~maaest man, ha ~nows not why, 
Ha tninKa he \vaa not mads to die; 

And thou hast made him; thou art Just. 1 

If ~e could have a st~ong enough faith in this Justiq~ of 

the Power that liee baok or the nnivarse. we might be better 

a.bl e to reconcile ourselves to the'
1 

fact of' death.. But how 

fa~ of us are able thus to extract the stin~ of pain when 

some loved one leaves ua for 

The undiscovered country from whose 
bourn 

Bo traveller returnao 2 

Death~ be accepted aa inevitable. ~hyeiologioally. 

we know that it is the cessation of heart.beat and of other 

organic functions. Physically, it ie the cessation of 

movement. Chemically, it ie aocompanie6 by decomposition 

of the elements which oompoee the body. Psyehologioally, 

it is apparently the severing of communication batween the 

deceased and !!!!BS. 1ndivi4uala. (At least no very 

oonvineing evidenoe has bean pre$enteu to prove the 
oontrtt~y.) ~oea the oonsciousnesB o~ the dead continue, 

and. if so, in what form? We cannot say. Throughout the 

ages men have asked with Job, "If a man die shall he live 

1. ·lSA, p,.460 
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again?" 111 P. Jao~s. Principal of Manchester College, 

O~ord, in a reo~at little book,makes the statement that, 

in hie opinion, 0 this question Of immortality forrue the 

ba.ck,round. sometimes unnotioeatt often obscured, but always 
present. to at least thrse4fourths of the philosophical 

s~eoulation that hes taken place in the world, and to all 2 ( 
the great religions~" Yat for all our speculation, are we 

any nearer to an ultimate solution of the question than was 

Job? '.As lfhi tman has said in hie quatrain• r'Life ana 

Death":-

Two old simple problems ever intertwined. 
Close home, elueiva. present. baffled, 'grappled, 
B7 each success;,ive age insoluble, pasat d on, 
To ours toaay •• and we pass on the same. 3 

lI11 

The subjects of death and immortality are amon5 the 

un.iversal (or almost universal) themes of li~erature. Th&7 

are found in the very earliest literatures of whieh we have 

recora. and they oontinue to be found in the literature of 

today" The .Egyptian nnook Of t.fl$ Dead" dates from about 

3000 B. O. According to the ~gyptian belief, the souls of 

the dead passed to tb.a kingdom of Osirie, ln the n:sook of 

the Dead" direotions are given by which the soul might find 

ite way to this nrsgion of the dead 0 • to,6etnar ~vith various 

l.-6A, Job 14:14~ 
2.-'l.A., p.89. 
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oharms and spells bf which it might overcome the 

41ff1 Cl1lt1es and dangers of' the journey. "The Deolaratipn 

of Innocence in the Judgment Hall of' Osiris" is very , 

similar in content to the Tan Oomm~ndmants of the Hebrews. 
There are also elaborate funeral ceremonies eet forth, and 

a desc~iytion of the mumm1 chamber. 

In the ,.\SS;1'1'i o-:Babylonian epie Of n Ishtar and Iaaubar" 

{"Gilgamesh")t dating probabl7 from a.bout 2000 B. c •• there 
le a belief manifested in a continued exi~tenoe of the soul 

after a~ath1-

For aomeRhera, though we die. we live again. 
The soul departed shall in ijlor3 ahino, 
As btt:rniahed gold its form shall glow 41vine, 
.ti.nd Samas ther~ shall grant to us new life~ l 

A different oonGeption appears in the following paa~age:-

An4 1f wa ao not reach that $p1rit realm, 
~here bodiless eaah soul may aaes whelm 
With joy unutterablei still we live, 
~1th bodies new upon dear ~arth, and give 
our newer life to children with our blood. 
Or i~ these bleeai~a we should miss; in wood• 
Or glen, or garden. field, or emerald seas. 
Our forms shall spring again; in suoh as these 
~e see around ns throbbiag with sweot life, 
In treea or flowerets. 2 

In the li~erature o! Ano1ent Indin. the Vedas, and the 

two great epies--the UMahabharata" ana the "llamayana"--

death appears as t'Yama, the A.1ng of Death• •Vho parteth souls 

2.-Ibid., p.110. 



13. 

from mortal frames". and a belief in the 1nwortalit3 of 
the soul ia shot1n. !tb.e following stanzas are from "ii 

Funeral lI:ymn" in the 'Idg vaaa 1': .. 

tama abowed to us the wayl 
The path that never fbdss awr~yt 
Our fathers b7 that path have gone 
To the realms o:r setti:n~ aunt 

Ana every being, after lifa'e brief day, 
Shall travel by the ean1e eternal way! 

Haste thee on thy u.naaen wing, 
Flee to Yama. gracious kin.gt 
?Jeet our fa thera who have gone, 
Reap the virtues 7ou have won1 

Leave sins behina.--follow the setting sun, 
Le~ve mortal ehape,--a brighter form put on1 l 

(Translation by Homesh Putt) 

It ie in the Hebrew religion, especially as it later 

develop$d into Christianity, that the aoctrine of 

immortalit7 rebohed its hi~heet development. Bnt in the 

earlier stage~ of their religious evolution the Hebrews 

a•em to have had no very aeZinite or certain belief in 

immortalit1. and whare there is e~idence of sueb a belief 

there is nothing of the hope o~ the Christian ~eaven. The 

Hebrew "eheo1n is very much the counterpart of the later 

G;reek nha.des"o It was supposed to be the abode Qf all the -aeaa. both good ana bad, nith perhaps "dagresen of comfort 
or discomfort a~propriate to the earthly life th~t ha~ been 



lived. At the time of tns writing of tha Book of Job 

(about 400 B~ O.) there was e~idently some doubt on the 

question of an existence after de~th. In that spl~naid 

fourteenth ohapter 9 Job would li~e to find a rea~o~ for a 

belief in immortality i:n the continuance of ~Gile ulifa 

p.rinoiplen in natnrs. but hie despairing cry o:f doubt, "If 

a man die. ah~ll he liv~ againt" hae been echoed down 

through the &~ea without an answer~ In the time of Christ, 

the religious thought of the Jews was divided on the 

subject., The Saodu,cee$ did not believe in imm.ortali ty and 

the possibility of a "resurrection", while the ?harieaae 

held to such a belief~ 

In the teschirig of Christ the doctrine of 1mmortalit7 

assumed definite form~ Ha taught as certainties "eterv~l 

life16 through belief in Him, and eternal punishment !or 

sin; andt until recent years, at lsa~t$ these teaehillclS 

nave been accented aa fact by the Christian Church, " I go -
to prepare a place for you", lie told ilis f'ollowers 6 n!Uld if 

I go and prepare a plaoe for you, I oome a~ain0 ~na will 

receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
l 

also." 

The philosophic mind of the llindu~ was able to eonoeive 

death as a possible and desirable release from the e~ils of 

earthly ex1etenoe. To the "aesthetic" temperament ot tne 



ancient Gree~ts death t!lfas ti "jar:ringn element in the beauty 

of the world? In the minds of the ~reeKs oz the Homerlo 

period death was regarded ae the paseine of the soul to 

"gloom.v lladssf'l 1 ~vhie;h was th.a abode of !.!!. the dead. The 

exlstenae of the good and of the bad, however 11 was oonceJ.ved 

to be di:fferent., The good found "peaceful sleep" and the 

sunk ln remorse from tlle constant contemplation of thelr 

evil deede&I The Hom·a:t"ic peciod datae from approxiwately 

1000 B~ O~ 

The fol1owin5·quotatlons throw some light upon the 

Greek attitude toward death and the Hereafter some five 

hundred 1'eai~a aftei.· the Homerio period., The first passage 

ia from Simon1des' (t1b6-469 B., C~) nneath Drawath on 

liaugllt amoD,g mortals ou.n endure forever; 
Well spake the Chian bard that men liK& 

leaves 
Perish and pass aNay; but few endeavor 

To lay to heart th$ truth their ear 
receives., l 

(Translation by Philip Stanhope Worsley) 

Pindar (aied 443 B. C.) in his second Olympic Od1, culled 

"The Realm of the Dead", says;-

Tho day fast comes when all men must depart~ 
And pay for present pride in future woeeo 
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The d@eas th~t frentie mortals do 
In this disordered nook of Jove's dom~in, 

~ll meet their meed; and thereis a Judge 
l)el CW'l 

Whose h-~te~ul doom inflicts the inevitable 
pain. l 

(Translation by Abraham Moore) 

The GreeKS were, generally spe&Kingp lovera of life, 

avd no matter what their conception of the future li:Ce, 

death was ever a ~aar~" thing, as oontr~sted with the 

brightness of life~ Yet. some four hundred 3sars before 

Christ we !ind Socrates arguing for immortality against 

the elteptioism of th.a sophists~ in 1?l~to 9 s 0 i'h'aeaor' t and 

cheerfully driruting the hemlook. 

To the pr'aotic?ill. mind of the Romana death Wd,S merely 

the neaesaary end of life. T~t they hsd a belie! in a 

future life is ahowx1 by their conceptions of the r:l3sian 

Fields, where the sensual pleasures of life were to be 

oontinued 1 ana of Tartarus, which was somawaat bhe 

counterpart of the GreeK Hades, They were, however, more 

concerned with the enjoyment of this life tr.tan with any 

co:ntemplation of the next. The spirit of the nee.rps diemv-i 

of Horace seems to hava been eharaoteristia or the Roman 

temperamentb The following quotations. showing somethlng 

of the Roman attitude toward death. were selected from 

those included by l~ontaigne in his essay. "Tha. t; to Stu.ay 

Philosophy is to Learn to .Dievv (Translated by Charles 
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Cotton): ... 

n~e ure all bound on one voy~ge; the lot 
o.r a.ll soot1e1' or later is to come out of 
tbe urn. All must to eternal exile sail 
a Nay. " l ( H () ra. Q e i Q a e I I t 3 t 25 !t } 

"I will keep thee in fetters and ehainsp 
in custod3 of a ~urly keeper. A eod will. 
when I ask him, eet me free~ This god I 
thlna: ie aeaLl1., Death is the term of all 
thin.gs.n 2 (Horace: Epods It lo,76o) 

'i Nhy not dapJ.rt from life a.a a eattld guest 
from. a teaat~"u 3 ( Luoratiuat III, 9bl. i 

Mohammed gave the Arabs the hope of a paradise of 

suoh sensual enjoymsnt that death oould not be other than 

a welcome transition thither. 

The Persian philosophy of life and death is perhaps 

best summed up in such works as the nRubaiyat" of Omar 

Khayyam, and the 'D1 '7'.in" of .H~f:i z. There ie a hin·t of the 

s,piri t of thees lat er works in the followl.:ng: lines from 

the "Shah Eameh"i-

dnd Auman lits, still haste.nin5 to a close. 
Finds in the worthless dust its last repose. 
For if raraov$d bj dea t11. O say, to whom 
Ras ever been vouchsafed a different doom? 
All ara tna ~ray of death-~tne erownad. the low. 
And matin through li~e, tl:i.e v!otim still of woe. 4 

1. -lla,: p. o3 q 

2. -Ibid '1,, ·1:>o 73~ 
3 ... Ibid" • p. 7£;,, 
4.~16&, p.115. 
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!a almost an aoho of the thoudbt in the lines just quoied:~ 

Oh, threats of dall and Hopes o! Paradide! 
One thlng at least id oertain~-Thia ll!s llie$; 

One thing 12 oerta1n and tb.e :rest it, Lies: 
The Flower that once has blown forever dies~ l 

Such an attitude leaaa easily to the ~eneral spirit of ~eut, 

drink, and be merry. for to-morro,>V we di en wb.ioh _pervades 

tne whole ~oem, and is expressed in such stanzas as the 

follo~ving (XllV h-

Ah, make 'the most of what wa sret w.a1 spend, 
Before we too into the Duet a6eoenu; 

Duat unto Dust~ ~nd under Du~t to lie. 
3ans 8ine. sane Son~ 0 sans Singer, and--

sans End\ 2 ' 

Dur1ng the dar~ ages followjng the invasions of the 

barbari&n hordes, ana the fall of the aoman 2mpice 8 men 

and woman all over Europe oontinuall3 set their minds on 

the next life as a promise of surcease from the w£etohednaaa 

and misery of this. During this period there was a 

tendency totrti':u:·d a ,!!,tera~ oarryuag out of Ohr.lat' a teaching 

that his followers should renounoettha things of thi~ 

world 0 a:na aet their mindf;J on thi:nge above, Great numbers 
went into mon~e~&ries, while others beoame hermits. Such 

IA et~ t.e of affairs naturally had a eo11side£>able influence 

upon the periods immediately !ollowlngo The bonda~e of 

.. nother 11Jorldlineaeu • and oi' the Church which clai~ned to 
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poeseas the "keya" to the Kingdom of Heaven was not 

thrown off until the time of Luther and the Raformltion4 

In Dante' a "Di vi11e Oomedyn '4ie ha VEJ tas embodiment of 

the dootrines of medieval Catholicism ooncarning death 

and the future life, with its Hell, Purgatory and J?arauise9 

In no other wor4 of literature do we h~va suou an adventure 
into the Beyond• and no\Vhere do we finJ the posai bla natu.1·0 

of the existence after d&ath dealt with on au.ch a 

stupendous plan"/ The torments of the damnsd in ilell, the 

"discipline" o:f those in Purgatory, the bliss of ParaClise--

all are set forth ~1th vivid imagination and in great 

d$tailo It is, indeed, a11 epj o of the future life. And 

this grGat work has no doubt 11ad its influence, to a 

greater or lesmer aegree, upon the ooneeption~ of 

i:r.mAortality throughout the Christian world sinoe tlwt 

time" Or perhape 0 rather, DJ presanti11g them in ~r~phio 

detail to the imaginatio119 1 t haa S"'~rent?;thened the concepts 

of the "golden etreeta" and "fire and br~mstone". These 

had their original beais in the aooeptanoe ~~ certain 

Bible passa~ee in a strictly liter~l aenoeQ 

dinoe American li tarn tu.re had its 01--igins more or 

less di~eetly in the ~nglish, it will perhap~ be well to 

muKe some mention of the treatuent in English Liter~ture 

or tho two subjects under disouasion. Miss Annabel ~. 

Garvey C .ti. )l., The University of .tCansaa, l ~14 J baa rru.-Hle a 
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stndy of ~oonceptione of Death and Immortalitg in the 

Engli ah Monodies from 1485 to 1784 1~. So1ue of the more 

important conceptions which U1sa Garve3 mentionQ ~re; (lJ 

death as certain aud a~aiting all m3ni.~i ; (2) death as 

the reclaiming of souls loaned from he<2ven; ( 3} daa th ae 

hostile; (4) death as deslrable; (u) death as a mental 

r~ther thsn a physical state; (u) some souls too good for 

earth. ono reabon for d&ath; (7} figurettve ire~tment of 

death; (8} imuginary description o! heaven; (9) departed 

souls regarded as haunting epirita; (10} life perpetuated 

through fame; (11) continuation of life through progeny; 

(12) existence of souls,before birth; and (13) relution of 

death to the bod10 A more detailed account of the results 

of this study oannot be given here. 

any adequate oonsiaeration of the subjects of Qeath 

and immortallty in English poetry ~rom 1784 down to the 

opening of ths twentieth century would involve a study of 

some length. It will be possible only to note a few of the 
~ 

important points. In many instances tnere were moditicatione 

of belief or attitude, during the ~eriod of religious 

upheaval brought about by the acientifio movement in the 

early and middle part of the nineteenth century. with some 
examples of open agnosticism in the latter quarter of the 

century. 

We may consider here only three great ~ncliah ele3ies 

of this period, ao perhaps hav!n~ been most widely read 



and studied in thia country, and for that reason being 

more li ;a:ely to huve 1nflue11oeHl Amari oe.n poets o .f todJ.y 4 

How many American students hclve :n.emori zed that 

Peace, geaoet he is not dead~ he doth not 
sleep--

He ha tll awa,\.ened :from the dream of life .. -
' Tia we who, lost in ~tormy visions, ~eep 
~1th phantoms an unprofitable strife 
And in mad trance strike \vi th our ap1ri t' s 

knife 
Invulnerable nothin~eo 

• 0 * • 6 • 

~e hath outsoarad the shadow of our night; 
Envy and oalumny and hate and pain, 
And that unrest whioh men miscall delightp 
Can touch him not and torture not again; 1 

The l1In Memoriam" of Tennyson ia the raaord o! his 

griof at the death of his friendt Arthur Hallam 0 and of 

his spiritual etruggle to~ard faith in God and a belief in 

immortality against the tide of doubt and akeptio1sm of 

his time; a struggle wnieh fina111 endu in a triumphant 

faith; so that at the ena of his lifa the poet could pen 

that beauti£ul 11 ttle lyrioi noroeuins the :3a.r". ~va quote 

only the last stanza:. 

~or though from out our bourne of Time 
and Place 

The flood may bear me far~ 
I hope to see my Pilot face to faoe 

,,Vhan I have oro aided the bar. 2 

2.-18.d., p.687. 
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A study of tne poetry of Matthew Arnold revealo him 

to be openly agnostic as to any northodox" belief in 

imii!or"&o.l i. ty. Hie F'Thyrsis 0
, t11e third of tue gre!At Hngl1sh 

elegies of the nineteenth century, w~a iait~en on the death 

of his friend. Arthur Clough. The poau1 is an extended 

eulogy of Clough, with much beautiful deeoription of the 
I 

scenes around Oxforo which he and drnold had frequented 

together. It contains no evidence of any definite belief 

in immor~ality~ There are some paaaages in other parts of 

Arnold'e work 11 however, wfilch suggest th.at he did believe 

in a kind of r1oondi tio!'..al immortality"; that is, 

immortality for thet.ie s.;ouls who, by their earthly li vee. 

have made themselvea "indispensable" to the universeo The 

:folloNin~ lines ars taken from "Rugby Chapelff written in 

memory of his fatheri-

O strong soul, b1 wh.;it ahora 
Tarriest thou now? For that foro@, 
Jurely, has not been left valnt 
Somewhere, sure11. afar, 
In the sounding labor-house vast 
Of being, ie practiced that strength. 
Zealous, beneficent, firm: 

Yea. in some far~shining aphard, 
Oonacious or not of the past • 
.3blll thou performest the word 
Of the ~3pir1 t in nhom thou dost live--
P rompt, unwearieue ae here! 1 

'i:his idea of uconilitional 0 immortality is still prevalent 



at Oxford (und doubtles$ elaewnere} today~ and is very 

plainly eet forth in a lecture by ~r. LQ ?. Jao~s, 
1 

"lillmortali ty in a 'Living Unive:rset1 (.ffibl>ert t.ectures of 

l ~23 J' 

A1~noltP s lac.Ii or faith in tradi ti anal religions 

beliefs was replaced by a high idaaliamt nhioh finde ita 

counter part in tb.e 11 eocial serv1 oe" id ea of today, coining 

to be in mans inatenoes a substitute for religious belief~ 

Algero11 Charles Swinburrle may be mentioned as sho~ing 

tha ex~rsme sgnoatio tendency, of which tendency Matthew --
Arnold represents a more conservative aspect41 8\:vinbu:rne• s 

'!Biron to Proeparpiner' is virtually a prayer for ooraplets 

annihilation after de~th~ 

~hua far it ha~ been the purpose or tne writer io 

trace brie~11, out with a~ much continuit; as possiole, 

the trend of thought down through tne agea conoern1ng the 

eub~jeohs or thla investigatlon. This has bsen done in 

order to gain sone,thing of a baak~ronnd ae,:unet whioh to 

paint the conceptions ot ~o~arn thought with respect to 

thelcle two important themes a~ t;11ey appear in A.msric.mn 

III. 

Compared Nitn the other major literatures of the 



world t Amarloun li tara.ture covers out a short period of 

it will pexha~s not be out ot plaoe here to ~ive eomethinJ 

of a brief surve1 or it from the E:K'Lrlieet be~in11i ii~~~ in 

regard to tne tl"S~itments ot the aubjeuts of death and 

immortality. 

There is little verfcle of any kina w.h:itsoever in the 

early Colonial Period.. Michs_el Uigglesworth' s nThe Day of 

Doom 11 is a versif'i oation in q~ingling rhYJ"lleu o:r the Puritan 

coneaption ot the final judgment at the end of the world~ 

Tho Zollowi:ng stanzas are typic(l,l:"'" 

Both Sea uwd Land, at hia command, 
their dead at once surrender: 

The Eire and Air co11otrai.ned a.ee 
also their dead to tender, 

ithe uighty \Vord of this great ..l:Ord 
lillks Body and Soul together 

Both of the Just n:ud ITnJuat11 
to part no mora ~oraver. 

The same translM tetS, fro'1.1 tnortul 
eta tea to .L.1i1mortali ty 9 

~ll thut survive, and be alivat 
i'th• twinrr.ling of an oys: 

That so thay may abide ror ay 
to e~Qlesn weal or woe; 

~oth the ~enate and Heprobato 
a~e mads to di no more. 1 

The "Ele5y on the Death of r.:.1 homas 3heoarau by Urio.n 

Oa!tes contains, perhaµs, an expression of the geueral 

attitude of the ti~e toward the subjects of deatu una 
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immortality, in auo.b. paaea5as as. these:'?!' 

---- Oeath atont 
'l"ho.t water-oouree. hie sorrows endi.ne; a.li. 

Re rears. ha cares, he sighs. he weeps 
no more; 

Be' a paat all storms, arr1v'd $t th' wished 
shoar. 

• !II • 0 • II 

Ohl but inexorable Death attaoKe 
!he best of men, and promiscuous havoK 

ma.i!es, 

" 'It • .. " • 

Farewell~ aear Shepardl ~hou art gone before, 
Mnde free of Heaven, where thou shalt sing 

loud hymns 
Of high tr1umpha.nt praises ever more, 
In tbeaveet quire of saints and seraphims. l 

Philip 1reneau is the moet representative ana the 

onl7 outs~anding poet of the Revolutiolhlry Perioa. In 

him we find a ooneidarabla departure from the old Puritan 

attitudes and conceptions shown in the quotations juat 

noted. The thought in the following stdnza from "The 

Bouse of Night" seems to be somewhat allied with the 

eaientific attitude of more recent times1-

What is this Death. ye deep read sophists, say? 
Death is no more than one unoeaein~ ohange; 
New forms arise, while other forms decay, 
Yet all is Life throughout creation's range. 2 

The followin~ stanza from the same poem expressa~ a belief 

in a life after death, as well as a hint of the Platon1a 

l.-l7A, pp.37,39,42. 
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thought of an exiatenoe of the soul somewhere before this 

life--the thought sat forth by t-fordeworth in bis "Ode on 

tb.e Intimations of Immortality":-

Too nearly join'o to sickness, toils, and pains, 
(Perhaps for former crimes i~prison'd heraj 
True to itself the immortal soul remains, 
And seeks new mansions in the starr1 sphere 1 

The \ford awo:rthian conception ~inds expression also in "The 
2 

Sexton's Sermon". 
In "Tbe Jamaica Funeral" the poet aeema impressed With 

the brevity of life. and aith the need of enjoging it while 

we may,--an attitude which finds many echoes amon~ codern 

poets~-

A few short years, at best, will bound our span, 
flretohed and few. the Hebrew exile said; 

Live whll& you may, be jovial while you can. 
Death as a debt to nature must be paid. 3 

In the period of All1erioan literature known as the 

First National Period, ~1lliam Cullen Bry~nt is the first 

poet whom we need to consider, Bryant is, as it were, the 

forerunner of the so-called "Am.erica:n Claeeiosn" ( l,,ongfellow, 

Wbi ttier, and Lowell J. It is in·' ~'Thanatopaie" that he has 

expressed his attitude toward death most clearly:~ 

3~ Aha1t thou rest. and what if thou withdraw 
in silence from the living, and no friend 

l ... 13,.1. p;.238. 
2. -14A., g'.123 0 

3.-lbid •• p.246 
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Take note of th3 departure? All that breathe 
~1111 share thy aeetin7. • • ~ 

Wl'il •O •11• 

so live that when thy smwnons comes to join 
The innumerable caravan. whioh rno?ea 
To that mysterloue realm, where euoh shall take 
His chamber in the silent W. lls of aeath; 
Thou go n'ot, li.its tile quarry-slave at r1ight, 
Scourged to his dungeon, out sustained and 

soothed 
By an unfaltering trust, approach th; grave 
Like one who wraps the drapery of his oouch 
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams. l 

ohi~d-lika faith in'God which preeluded any speculation a$ 

to the nature of the future life, but he was positive in hie 
" 

belief in immortalityo Even when death touoh$d him most 

olosel7 his faith in e God "who doeth all things well" diu 

not #aver. In "The ~wo .angels" he says:-

A.r.tgels of Life ana Death aliKe are his; 
Nithout his leave they pass no threshold 

o• er; 
Vibo·, then, would \viBh O'r itare,, believing 

this, 
.J.gainst his uieaaena;&re to shut the aoo:r? 2 

Bie whole attitude is beautifully summed up in the 

following stanzas from the poaai oalled ''Bes1g:nationu 

written on the oeatb. of hie cb.i,ld :-

Th&re is no Death! ~hat seems so is tra:nsi ti on; 
Thia life of mortal breath 

Is but a suburb of the life elysian, 
Nhose portal we oall Death. 

l.-l2A, p.251. 
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Sha is not daad,·-tha ohlld of our afreotion.~~ 
nut gone unto th~t school 

Nhere she no longer needs our poor protectiont 
.tlnd Oh:ci ot hi 1'.I!Salf doth rule., 1 

2 
A eimilmr attitude appears in "The Reaper and the rlowers~. 

John Greenleaf ~hittier, with his sturd1 Quaker faith, 

regarus death ~nd immortality in mueh the aume light ae 

<ioee Longfellow. Note these lines from nsnow~Bound";o 

tat 1ove Will dream, and Faith will trust~ 
(Sines he who ~nows our need is juetJ, 
That somehow. somewhere. meat we musto 
A.las, for him who never sees 
The stars shine through his oypresa treesi 
~ih.o, hopeless. lays his dead awayt 
Nor looks to see the breaking day 
.a.s..eross tn e mournful marble play! 
f/ho hath not lfJarned in honrs of fai the 

The truth to flesh and ~enae unknown, 
fhat Life is ever lord ot Deatht 

~nd Love oan never lose its own! 3 

$1.he follovl!ing stanzas from nirhe Eternal Goodnessn are also 

expreaai ve ._ .. 

I know not what the tuture hath 
Of marvel or surprise. 

A$sured alone that life and death 
His marcy underlies • 

• 
I Anow not where His islanas lift 

Their frondsd palias in air; 
1 Qnly know l cannot drift 

Beyond His love und careo 4 

Other poems in WHtoh ~Vhi ttier reveals his attitude toward 

3~ -22,~'-t p. 288" 
4 o-Ibid o ~ 1).31~~ 



l 
death anJ the future life are "Follenn end "To Uy Friend 

2 
on tho Death of His Sister". 

In James RusaellLowell the~e is 5 departure from this 

e1mple. ch!ldli:e fsith, and aoae~tance of dsuth ~s for 

the beat in epite of oersonal grief~ There is, however, 

still a man1!est belief in immortality. The follow111c; 

stanza. is from an n1ueg7 on the Death of .or. Ohunnint)tr" i-

mv~t waru 1 what martyrdome 9 "limt cri 'ies,, may 
come, 

Thou knoweet not nor I; but Goa will lead 
The prodigal soul from ~unt and sorrow home, 

And ~aen ope her gates to Adam's seed!) 3 

ln thla stanza from 0 A Le5end Of .Brittanyr- we find tUl 

attitude toward tleatn oha.raoteristio of t~1e w.odern period, 

as will be noted later:-

no Eeet, to weary hearte thou art ~oat dear! 
O Silence, after 11fe1 e bewildering din. 

Thou art most welco~e. whether in the aaar 
Daye of our age tbou oomeat, or we win 

Thy poppy~wreath in yonthi then wherefore hers 
Linger l yet, once free to enter in 

At tnat wished gate which bentla Deatn dotn 
ope 

Into the boundless realm of strength and hope?" 4 

The idea of death as a desirable end to worldly oare is 

very ooriltllon among twentieth century poets, but the thought 

of suicide is rarely sanctionedC> 

When death touched Lowell personally. we find a note 

l.-22A, p.97. 
2.-Ibid., p,138s 

3ci•lOA, p.104. 
41)·lbid •• p~37. 
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of the more natural rebellion against death. In "Jifter the 

Burial" he says:-

Console if you will. I os~ bear it; 
'Tie a well-meant alme of bre~th; 

But not all the preaching ainoe Aaam 
liaa made Death other than Deatho l 

One other figure of this period we would mention, and 

that is Edgar Allan foe. It is not surprising. when we 

oonsider the unhappy oareer of this poet. that he should 

look upon lire as a thing of evil, and that he should regard 

death as a we lcmne promise of' release. In "The Oonquaror 
2 

worm" we have a bitter condemnation of tb.e "tragedy 'Man'"~ 

whose hero 1s th.a "Conqueror Worm". In nFor Annie" he says:-

Thank Heavenl the erisis--
The danger is pa~t, 

And the lingering illnees 
Ia ov&r at laat--

And the fever called "Livingn 
Ia conquered at last. 3 

.Poe does not give us any very definite statement of his 

attitude toward immortality. The following linee fro~ "The 

Raven" would seem to indioate a position of doubt:-

Tell tbie soul with sorrow laden if, 
within the distant Aidenn, 

It shall clasp a sainted maiden whom 
the angels name 1.enore: 

• • • • • • 
Quoth the Raven. "Naver~ore". 4 

l.-l6A, p.308. 
2 ... loA, p.36. 

8.-Ibig., p ... 74 .. 
4.-lbid., p.12. 
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A poem like 11 To One in Paradise" seems to show at least a 

vague belief in a lite after death. 

' Death, preferably the death of a b6aut1ful woman~ wae 
regarded by Poe ae tha poetic subjeot pnr exoellenq~. and 

I 

furnishes the in~piration for some of his beat poems. To 
2 

the two mentioned above ma1 be added 'fLenore" and ffAnru~bel 
5 

Leelll~ 

Nith the &xeeption of Poe and Bryant, the poets 

ment1 oned for the .l'irst :National Period li vea well into the 

Second i~tional P~riod (or the period eincs the 01vil «ar). 
; 

of \illl1oh the 0 tarminua aa quemn has been fixed by the 

present writer as 1900 for purposes of division from the 

more !~}tictl7 modern g~riod. The one aaditional figure to 
ba considered in th& Second national Per1oa is lalt ~hitman, 
1.n m~ny ways the rtauvanae gr.u1rd" of 'the late~~ moelarn period. 

Whitman does not fear death. Indeed ha courts it with 
soft worda and pleae~ng pbrasea. In his elegy on the death 
of Lincoln, ''When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom' d" he 

Come lovel7 and soothing aeath1 Undulate round the world. serenely 
arriving, arriving 

In the t1a3)", in the nignt, to e.ll, t 10 
ea oh, 

Sooner or later dalioate Death. 

• • • • • • • 

l ... 16A, p.31. 
2 •• Ib1d., p,21. 

3.-Ibid •• p.ao. 



Appro~oh strong Deli?eres~, 
'r1hen it; ls so, when thou bast ta1te11 

them,, 
l joyousl1 sing deaa, 

i.00t in the loving :flolting ooeun of 
thee, 

1avad in the flood o~ thy bliss O 
deat.h. l 

th":-

\fhiepers of hoa.venl; death rnurmur• d l hear. 
Lµ.bisl gossi» of' night, aibilu.nt oborale 
Eootstaps gently aeosnain~. myatioal bree~es 

~afted soft and low. 
Ripples of unseen rivers, tides a current 

tlowlng, !ore~er flo~ing. 2 

3 
Other poems o:r a eimilor tenor are u,qigh.t on the irall~ietll", 

\ 4 5 
"As ~l:ui~1 to a Close", and 'neath' s "'valley*11 

» .Perhaps 

Civil ~ar, may hsva had an ef£eat U¥On hie attitude. 

e Vi d 

rsaliet1c aaaoription of suah scanee as ~ha followi , and 

in tha que~tionlng doubt of the future which is exp~eseed:~ 

Of the vail'd tabloau--women gathertd 
together on deck. pale, heroicw waiting 
the moment that draws so close-~o 
momentl 

A huge &ob--a few bubbles--the white foam 
&pirtir!§ up-~~nd the women are gone 9 

S:i~r.IB:ing there while the paeaionlesa wet 
flows on~-ana I nou pono&rln5, Are those 
women indeed gone? 

Are souls drown'd and deetroy'd so? 
Is only ~atter tr!u.mph~nt"! 6 

lo•l2J., p,,590" 
2.•2lA, VOlell,ge221~2~ 
3.-Ioid. 9 p~231-32~ 

4 •• Ibide,Vol.ll,p.2040 
5o-lbidQ 9 VOl~lll 1 po3b~3o~ 
G~~Ibida,Vol.IX. 233~ 
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!he sele ion just t,uoted is from the poem called "'Thoutjhtn$ 

Whitman's attitude toward 1mraortality is perhapa more 

alearly ahovm in th~ :followin~ lines from "Aesuranoea" :~ 

I 4o not doubt that the paseion~tely-wapt 
aea o:i' young men are provHied for, a.{1d 
thn1' the deaths of 7oung 11oman and the 
deaths lit children are providea 
for'1 

(Do you thi11tt lt.ifa was so WGll provid fox\., 
aDd Death, the pur9ort of all Life. le not 
well pro•ided for?) 

I ao·uot thil'.llt. Life provides for all 
for T1~$ a~d Spaae, ~ut I believe lieavenl1 
Death provides for all~ l 

lV. 
llvin~ over 

alnch of the same lH~riod). 'but wri tinJ, for tue most • 
considorable 

tho$a men lived lnto decade 

of the twent~ .. eth centn:ry~ a.nu perhaps did eome ting up 

to the time of their death. But tha greater part 

work was completed before 1900, or eveu before 18900 If an 

author wrote both prose and verse, his verse production 

may have ei1dad in the 'sos Ol" be!o-re. while ne continued to 

writs prose for a deoade and a half beyond the l~OO mark. 

For pur~oaes of ehronolo6iOal aoourac3, the poets included 



in this study who di ad in old a3a JltS t at e oloae of the 

nineteenth century or within the !irst decade of tne 

twentietl1 have been separa tau from the main group o.f mod-err1 

A.nleriaan f)O&ts and oonciilersd as "border line figu:ttH~n ~ 

Richard liovey~ who ihed in l~vO, but wlw. at the time of 

full tide of hie production, has been included in the main 

group~ ahiafly because of his work 1A collaboration wlth 

Bliss Carma.rt J.n the r·son(!S of vac;abondian. 

Th.ere la r10 ot1toto.uding di£1era.ace of attitude tov1ard 

the subjeots of thia i~veeti~ation which would set ap~rt 

the figures ol this group from the more modern group of 

American poets~ unless it would be~ in some lnstanoe5, a 
gra&ter number of refex&enc~Hl to daetth S.lld i~orta.lityo 

Titr1e and epaaa f·orbade as ueta1lad an e-,;~rnh~.atlon of the 

~ill Carleton, Louise Chandler Moulton. Uaurlea ~hompson. 

and ~n111rua Dean Howells, 

Stedman' s eharacterititio att1 tu.de toward dea:'ch and t.ite 

hereafter is one of question ana doubt• as in "Darkness and 

the sna.a ow·": -

And is the 5rave so aar~l~ deep, 
So hopeless, as it seems in eleep'f 
Can our sweet selves the oof::tin hold 
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So dumb 1t7i thin i te OT'u.t:tbling mould~ 
,An~1 is the shroud so d~lrZ and drear 
.. \. garb, --the noioome worm .!2 near? l 

~t timest however, he seems quite sure of his belief in 

imr;iorta 11 ty. &nd in rt The Old Admiral'' ha eX'Preaaes hi~ 

conception of the existenee o~ the soul after death:-

liis spirit haa a second;birth 1 
~m unxnown, gra~1er life;-· 

~11 of him that ~as earth 
Lies mute and co1a. 

, ~i~e a wrinJtle~ sheath and 
~hrow:o off forever from th1e 

ahirruneri11S blade 
That ha.a good entrance made 

Up0n some dietant. glorious 
strife. 2 

01a 
I 

i!b& atmosphere of question au.a doubt prevails in "Ubl Sunt 
3 4 

(~ui 1lnte Noa9 1t and in 'rTha Uncliacovered Country". 

Altfrioll regar1ed tleath at! ho~rible,, a thing of dread, 

And soreened behind a painted ban.gin~ clobh 
Of coiled gold eerp~nts ready ~o ~a~a apriLg. 
I~noble Death stood, hie oonYUlsjve hana 
Grasping a rapier part t1a1 aown the blade 
fo deal the blow with deadly-jewelled hilt-· 
Blac.tt Dea th, turnea white with .norro.r of himself <I 5 

Ona by one they go , 
Into the unxnown dark-- o 

l.-186, p.461. 
2.-lbid •• p.162. 
a.-Ioid., p,lSOk 

4,.-Ibid.,, p.465. 
511•4. p.34 .. 
6. ·Ibid,, 13. 86"' 
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In "The Bells at Midnight", written at the time of the 

assassination of President Garf1ela, there is an allusion 

to olass1cal conception of 4eath aa occasioned b7 the 

Fates. 

With regard to immortalit7. Aldrich has the same 

doubtful and questioni~ att1tuae ae Stedman~ Both pcets 

wrote on "~he Undiscovered Conntr1". The following lines 

are from Aldrich's poem of that title:-

Shall we indeed behola them, thine and ~ine, 
Nhose going hence made black the noonday eun?--
Strange is it that across the narrow night 
!hey fling u~ not some token, or make sign 
That all be7ond is not Oblivion. 2 

A eiinilar questioning attitude 1e expressed in the poem 
3 4 

"At a Grave". In "Threnod7" 'there is something of the idea 

ot immortality gained 01 gooa works. 
Richard Watson Gilder has set forth hie conception of 

death and immortalitJ clearly and at some len5th in the 

poem "Ion Sine Dolore":-

Down o'er the vibrant strings, 
~hat thrill~ and moan. and mourn. 

and glisten, 
The Master 4rawa b.is bow. 

• • • Q • • • 

Life is tha downward stroKe; the 
upward Lifs; 

~9ath but the pauee between. 

1.-4. p.69. 
2.-Ibid •• p.160. 

• Q .. 

3.-lbill •• p.15411 
4.-Ibid., p.,llo. 



37. 

Ah, who oou1a faoe the abyss 
That plunges steep ath~art each 

human breath? 
If the new birth of Death 
Mea:rrt only more of .Llfe aa mortals 

ltllO'i/>! 1t 0 
.Vb.at priestly bulm, what song of 

highest goet. 
Oould heal one sentient soul's 

imm1t1gabla pain? 

O ye of little faith~ 
Shall, then, the spirit prove craven, 
And Death's divine oellverance but 

Si•e 
A summer ~est and be. ven? 
By all ~a oat nobl a in us a by the 

light that 8t1reams 
Into our wakin0 d rea:ns • 
Ah, wa Know what Life iS 9 let ua 

live\ 
Clearer and fr6ar, who shall douotf l 

In a sonnet, "Call Me not Dead"• he says, 

C~ll me nQt dead when l, indeed, have gone 
Into the company of the everliving 
High and moat glorious ~oats\ Let 

tnanltsglving 
Bather be made~ • 2 

Other poema which e~press this same attitude of faith and 
3 4 

hop4P are nThe Soul", non the Denth of a titreat Man"~ and 
5 

"The Freed Spirit"" In his sonnet!) "Love and Death" Gilder 

voices an idea which ia found more or less frequently smon~ 

more modsrn poets and which is given special ooneideration 

l~-79, pp9181-182o 
2.-Ibid., p.5G. 
3o-loid., 9 p~6L, 

4 , - I bi ii • , p ... 20 7 ~ 
5 • 'I'll lb id • ' P. • l>" Q 
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in another place in this etua1i-

'Rho love can never 4iel l 

Death has no fears for John B. (FatherJ fabbo In one 
poem he oalls death "M1 Mesematew:. 

fh.y f ea~ thee, brother Deat~, 
That sharest breath bJ breath, 
~his brimming life of mine? 
Each draught that I resign 
Into th1 ohalioe flows. 
Comrades of old ara we. 2 

' The follo~dng 11 ttle figurati -ve poem oeLlled "The Goesl11)t'' 
ie in ei~ilar veini-

So nea~ me dwells m7 neighbor Death 
That e'en wnat Silence pondereth 

He catches word for word. 
And promises some future day, 
To visit me upon bia way, 

And tell me what he heard. 3 

4 
This same "intimate" attitude appears also in "?l7 Photograph"·, 

6 6 
"The !ollment' and "Bltmlber Song". In a qua train called 

"Death" he says of death, 

So sweet to ti~ed mortalit7 the ni6ht 
of life' a laborious da7. 7' 

Immortality seems to have been a thing ta~en for granted 

by Tabb·. .:>erhaps his J:loman Oatholio faith pa.rtl3 aocounts 

l"-79. p.63. 
2 .--1:90' '"'p~·9. 
3.-Ibia •• p.18. 
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for thiss That he believed in u oontin~ea existence after 

death we would gai;har :from such hinte a~ we find in nThs 
l 2 

Gossip" quoted above. nEarth's Tributen, a.nd "Immortt.llity0 , 

but thero is uo speoulatioo as to tha prouable lleiture of 

our future state. 

i:ugena Field e had he lived out his Lormal Sl}llll Of lite, 

would have beJon~ed to the modern group Droper. But siuoe 

he died in 1095 he has be~n oonaide~ed in this group. A 

charaoterlati~ aonoeptivn of death found in his poetry is 
5 

that of death as sleep. as in "The Dl vine .Lullaby'\ and "A 
4 G 

Broolt Song". !11 uThe ;JinJing in God' s .Acre" the dead are 

collcei ved as sleepir1t;, a~ they alcva1 t Lhe oomit.tJ of the 

"glorious day". 

A belief in immortality is expreaosa in n,new fear• s 
6 7 

.Bveu \J H:fishermeu1 Jim'$ rr1dan. and "Grandma' e Prayer~ In 

the latter poem there is a repetition of the idea of 

oontinu.ed ueefulnaea found in Uilder' s n.Mon Sine Dolors" 

quoted previouslyi. 

I pray th.at. rise11 from tr1e deE;id. 
I may in glory etanu--

,A. crown perhaps upon my head, 
Blit a UEHridle in my hand. 8 

9 
"Dibdtns• Ghosttt is a eprightly utilisatjon of tne idea ot 
a spiritwe return to e&rth. 

1.-191, p.86. 
2 • -190 ' p •. 6 6 . 
3;i-7u, Pa..3111 
4.-Ibid.t p.3240 
5.-Ibid., p,138. 

o~-Ibid., Pol89o 
71»~lb'.U1 lll 1)~314. 
8.-lbid11• Po2~0. 
90-loid11, ,.ea~ 
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"Joaquin1
' ~iiiller' s attitude toward death is set forth 

in the following lines from "VlalJter in 14iouragua";-

$or life ie but a beggar's lie. 
And as for death, I grin at it; 
l do not eare one whiff or whit 
Whether 1 t be or that or this. 1 

Death !s regarded aa aeslrabla in these lines from "Even 

Death is deli~btfUl: after aeath 
Breaks in tne dawn of perfect da~~ 
Let question he who willo • ~ •• 

• • • • • • • 
Death :le delightful. Death is 4awn. 2 

Two other, poana in a similar vein are nA Christmas Eve in 
3 4 

Ouba" and "~he Hi ver of !\est". 

In regard to the fu:ture li :re ltiJ lar was doubtful. 

In nThe Lost Regiment" he says:-

But noth1ll6 was found but death that aag~ 
.tWd ,possibly uoa. • • • • 5 

The same questioning a'tti tnde a,ppears in tbes& lines from 

"Dawn at se.n DiQgon:. 

But list\ his soul--his soul is where? 
In hel11 In h~ll\ But where is hell? 6 

1,-130. p.48. 
2.~101a., PP~lb2,lu3. 
3.-131, p.147. 

4.-Ibid.t p.174. 
5 .-lbit.1., p.140 
o.,.-130, P~23l. 
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':fill Ca'rleton has expreaJEh1 nla attitucle to~vll 
l 

death and immort~111 ty most clearly in °!he Little ~leaper". 

where the for~er ia regarded aa sleep and rest after 

worldly care. The soul goes 'back to heal/enn to be an 
2 

nangelu $ !n "Cover Th.em Over" also death is regarded as 

sleep~ and a belief in a future life is expressed. In the 
3 

"Death of the Rio.nest ltann death is considered aa oraalned 

by God~ 

Louise Ohandlsr Moulton seams to have be0n continually 

oppressed by the thought of death. Her attitude ia for the 

most part one of continual questionjng~ Sometimes thtre 

is a figurative reference to death, aa in the poem called 
0 ~Vai ting" where "King Death" ie piotured aie a sea captain 

• ~ o steers • • . . • 
~oward a far off land. 4 

Her oharaoter1stie attitude toward death is seen in suoh 
5 

poems as "There" and "Like a Child". The lines quoted 

below are ta.G:en from the latter poem:-

The kieass of Death are cold. and the7 
turn hls lips to atone~ 

Out of the warm, bright world the man 
goea all alone. 

Do angels wait for him thsre, over the 
soru1dleas eea? 

1.-30, p.123. 
2 • 'ID lb 1 d • ' p • 63. 
3.-Ioid .. , p.lb~. 

4r.i-l35, P~2l~ 
5., -Ibi<L, p. ~b. 



He goaa. as h& came, all~~helpleas, to a 
new world•e mystery •• 

Like u childil l 

She seams to have bean unable to gain much comfort 

from her speculations on the possibilities of the future 

after death. This earthly life was more sweet to her th~n 

any doubtful life beyond the grave. In "Their Canales Are 

l\ll Out" she says: -

Alld yet I think, from that deep rest below, 
~hey would be glad to rise and love and weep; 
Onoe more the thaiu::less harvest field to reap. 

Of human joy and pain, --life's whole to kziow. 2 

3 
Another sonnet "After Death" expreaeea this same idea. 

4 
Fear of death ie manifested in n1n Extrem1sn. Other poems 

5 
referring to death or immortality (or both} are "Question", 

b 7 
u In Mid-OoetHl", and rrwhen I Wand er Away '!ii th Dea th"" 

Tha poetic worKS of Maurioe Thompson and of 'vVill1am 

Dean Howells do not loom large in oomp~riaon with thelr 

prose. In the volume of "Poems" by Thompson we find little 

thet may be construed as expressing an attitude toward 
8 

death or immortality. In "A 1lrelude 0 hia aspirations seem 

not to reach beyond "pushing up daisies" by adding a little 

organic matter to the soil. In "Persephone" his ambitions 

reuoh a little higher. and a vague belief in 1mmortdl1t9 . 

is expressed. 

1.-135, p,62. 
2.-Ibid., p,.141. 
z~ .. Ibid., J>.189. 
4.-lbid11, p .. 2~5. 

5~-Ibid"• p.o?, 
u. ·Ik.>id.' p. 237. 
7.-Ibid •• p.3241' 
e.-200, p • .57. 
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Come, to11oh w.e 11"11 th thy cool a.wl soothlng 
palm, 

Lull ma to meaeu:releea sleep. ineffable o~lm, 
Ana bear me to thy garden in the west, 
Beyond whose ever-clouded co.nflne lies 
4 awoet illimitable ,aradise~ l 

2 
nT.b.e Fil:al Thoil0htn has apparently the Chrietian ooncept1o:n 

ol 11 fe through Christ It 

!f/11liam De&n Howells ia a lover of life, and he sees 

nothing deatrable in death. His philosophy of life and 

death. is 9erha:ps summed up in the poem i'Jf"i-

Yeee death ia at the bottom of the cup~ 
And every one that lives must drink it up; 
and yet between the sparkle at the top 
And the blao.1£ less where lurks that bitter 

drop, 
There swims enough good liquor. Heaven knows, 
To ease our hearts of all their other woes. 3 

Hie attitude toward the future life is one of question. 

The followi.at5 linae are from "'The Betvildered Guestn :-

A sound of shrieks and sob~. that stri~es our 
joys 

Dumb in our breasts; and then some one is gone. 
They say we meet himo None xnowa where or wnenf 
Ne ~now we shall not meet him here a~ain~ 4 

The same questioning attitude appears also in "From 
5 0 7 

Generation to Generation" I ''Hope". and nephinx~· 0 

Other poets might be included in this ~roup of 

l • - 200 t p. 12 3 • 
2~-Ibid., pel59. 
3 • - 94 , ( XI 1 I ) • 
4~-Ibid 19 (V). 

5.-Ibiu., (IV). 
o. -Ibid o , (XVI I J " 
7.-lbid., (XX.IX}. 
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nboraer-line flgurasn, but time and apace forbid that we 

o~rry this part of the stud1 furthet. Those who nave been 

considered may be regaTded as repreaant~tive. I thin~t 



Ofui.PTHR I • 

.ATT1TUD~5 TO .V.U.RD, J.UJ!) COUOBPTIONS OF• DE .. ~'rlL. 

ln this ohupter it is the purpose of the writer to 

consider a ntvaber of a.ttituaes toward, Slnd oonoeotions of, 

death which have been exprssced by i.uuericun poets of very 
rsoent tioeae ~he attempt haa been made to mske thi~ 
consideration as all-embracing as possible, and 3et reduce 

the number of separate s,actions to a mit.timnm- In the 

examination of so vast an amottnt of material it ie 

altot;l'&ther poaeiole that some definite attitudes or 

conceptions may have beau overlooked, although not 

intentionally. 

Death us General ~nd Unavoidnble.·-The attitude 

expressed in this oormeotion is ueually one of matter of 

fact acceptance. All must diet Why worry about it? 

Indeed the certainty of death seems to be so much ta4en 

for gr~nted that man1 modern poets do not tsu~e. the trouble 

to mention it. Some of those who voice this idea of the 

general mortality of manld.nd merel1 as a faot to be 

accepted •ithout comment are Louis Untermeyer, James 

W'hitoomb Bile7. iaul Laurence Dunoar, ~illiam ~inter, 

John1 Hall Nheelock, Arthur Chapman, Aliae ~rown. Selden 

L. ~nitoomb, and Bliss Carman. 
Suoh plain, bare statement~ as this from Lonie 

Untermeyer are not often found:~ 



The eelfsame n15ht awaita u~ all; 
~he road of Death all ~ortals treud. l 

The f oll<H1in5 linea from Riley's '1HJmll of l!?ai th", with the 

philosophizi tone ar & more oha raoteristia of the illodern 

a tti tud e: ... 

Qeath comes ali~e to ev1 rg man 
That ever w~s born on earth; 

Then let us do the beat we can 
To live far all life•a wurth. 2 

Other poema refe1·ri:ag to death as inevitable are "The 
3 4 

i~ppoint&d Hourn 'bl Selden .t.~ \Yhi toodlb, t
1The Ordeal" by 

5 
if!lliam rfinter, ttTne sorrowful Ji!asquarllaen by John Hall 

6 
~flleeloo~, ana "En Av~nt" by George D~ Sgil.U)er~ 

ln oonneotion with the attitude noted above ma1 be 

considered a nur.aber of passages lamenting this common 

mortal1t1 ot ~11 flesh~ Paesagea of thie ty~e ~re of 

more common ooaurrenoe than those juet oonsideredo The 

tollo1Ring lines .from "La Vie"' by Alfrsa ,~. Cowles aN; a 

typioal expression of this ~ttitude~~ 

How brief the &pell that holds ua nere: 
A little hope~ a little !ear; 
~ little love~ a little light. 
a. W'i~.\l ont~vorn. and thsn .... 3oodnight. V 

Or these lines from "An Atltumnal Dirge" by Selden LI> 

l.-"Tbe Ghost of ii.i .. chytas"--205, p.141. 
2.-loO, p.30. 5.-215, p.12o 
3.-217, p.3o. 6.-151, p.lo9o 
4.-223, p.oOo 7.-49t p.94. 



Whitoomb~ .... · 

Soon. too eoon. the earthly frame 
lra<lea from sight. l 

The ea.me idea is expressed b7 this a.utnor in '1Songs Before 
2 

Dee.th!'. 

The lir.ms belo11r a.re frol4 ".tl Shr&d o:f' .lelp" by Sam 

trial tar Foss:-

~bat is our life in the on-rushing sweep 
Of the great aurrent? Ah, the uea is wide Ano one man•s life is very small, Gh 

met-... 3 

A similar mela.ncb.ol7 note is iri the fol.towinz lines .from a 

ttsonnet'"' by Horace Spanoer FieJ.te:-
"To-day for me, to-morrow death for 3ou. n 
As if th.rough Yoric.JC1 e lips dead Sha~aspeare 

epoxe 
ASain0 there rise the sio&ening words that 

oho.it& 
Our asoiration and our willu subaue. 4 

Other poets who seam to be "o pgres~eJ n b3 a sense of 

th.a brevity of life are aonry- H. Kni bos in "Eothiag to Do 
5 0 

:But Qo'"', Mex Ehrmam1 in "Tl'lou That tl:S."'t Ille Born", Walt 
1 e 

Mij.SOn in ''Not Worth While"• Jol\n Hall WheeloeJt in °Plaiztt", 
9 

Julia c. R9 1Dorr in "In Rock 01.'*ee.k Oeros teryn • Geor~e 
10 

Santayana in UA.thlstio Ode". Georf5& Lansing na1-raontl in 

l.,-21?, p.50o 
2.-lbid •• p.73. 
3.-74, p.221. 
4.19PlO, p.149 .. 
5. -104, p.£51. 

tt.-65, p.l9b. 
7,. .. 11·1. p.147. e ... 210. p.ss. 
9 ... 61, p.17. 

io ... 171, p.lso. 



l 
nour Li VEH~ Are VS.J>Ors". llltrry Kemp "llc.usten, 

2 
Uaiuen tifen, and E<hdn Mar~haw in f'A Harvest Song" 

4 
~vr;; ne ;:J/a.ni n.g; L~111p0 11 

A coutxaatlne attitude is expraa in th& f ollowi:ng 

lu1es 

Ood ~or thje bri&bt lt9 of fa, 
The lyric bri of rec~le~b 1ng; 
ThtMUt ct for tue avift adventurir.tU, 

The bold unoe£tainty, the rousing strife. 5 

Death AS liostile.~-undsr this haad it Xw.s bean the 

ss plainly ~hs idea of thG hosti 

also those oh treat 

of these iaaas 

seem to be closely connected 
' 

th th~t o! hoetilits~ 

oonoeption death as ~oatile to man ~eema not to be 

co:nmon amor...g the writer~ oonsiderea in th!s studyQ 
0 

Melby "~he Slbyl 9 a iro 9.b.eoyn oa.lla dea. th 

of •the monetorf Death". IP "A rl'~ 

7 
ter Carol" 

by 

Mary Carolyn ~avieo wa find f'o 11 o~ving unusual 

• • , ~ the fear of dgi~ prioKs 
Li~o a pin God de, atld ha 
~t~bs b:rain 711 th it ;.sle 8 

l~ f p.315. 
2e-99, pt\22. 
3.-113, p.117, 
4.-IbicL, p~8~L. 

6.-20411 p.l7i! 
b ... -126 ti p" 9 9 0 

? .-124~ Pv4fL, 
8 .-16; lJ eiJ7.., 



l 
Bthan Allen ifttrat in °0ur Tryst" epeaa:a of "cruel Death's 

s&d, heartless reignl 0 In '~The Great Ci tie en by Henry Van 

Dy;<;:e we find tha~e lir1est .. 

Beside every ant-hill I behold a monster 
orouohing: 

This is the ant.lion Death; 
lie thrusteth forth hie tongue and tha people 

perish. 2 

Other poems in ahioh d1eath itiH"eg~:rded as hostile. or a 
3 

thing to be feared, are ~The Wind in the Hemloo~a" and 
4 6 

99 :Fear~~ by Sara Teasdale• "Foreboding .. by .msther Olo.rS: Hill• 
6 7 

''!>resagett by Sah.armel Irisit 0 The Monarch" by Llo7a Miffl1rJ., 
8 

"The Mastera" by Paul Laurence Dunbar, and 0 0 ~ty Love 
~ 

te11ore'1 b9 Fanni a Stearne Davis .. 

Jl~~tJ'! .. ~s Dss~~bl!·• .. BY toan3 wrl tera death is 

represented as a desirable cessation from the labors and 
cares of life. Indeed, if tbe number of illustrative 

passages can be taKen as an index, this is one of the most 

common of modern attitudes. Not nearly all of these 

passugea oan be noted bare. In marlg instances death is 

oonoeived as sleep and rest which await ue at the ena of 

life. Frank Le Stanton in "~he Last lnn" Sa.ya:-

This is the inn th~t I 
liave dreamed of all m1 days; 

I ente~-~olose tne door--good-by! 
And the world may go its ways. 

0.-10~ p.~80 
7 .. -12~, p.02. 
S ... o3, P ,, !MS • 
9.-57, p.100. 
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The soft, oool shadoNs round me creep; 
I lay me down to reat--to sleep. 1 

That Edgar Lee lla.atera. uVith hia r~th.er pea~imistio 

attitude toward life, should be found umone the poet~ ~vho 

regard death as desirable ie not surprising. In "The 

Letter" he asks ' 
itlhat does one g€lin by 11 viDt~? What by dying 
Is lost worth having? 2 

The following lines f-rom "The Vale of Shadows" by 

Clinton Scollard e.lso set forth the desirability of dElatll:. 

~nd never a word does one man speaK~ 
Each in his narrow bea, 

For this is the Vale of Long Release, 
Thi~ ia the Vale of the Lasti:ng Peace, 
Where wara, and' the rumors of «ar~. shall 

caaae, 
The valley of the dead. 3 

tfalt Maaon, in "The End of the Rood", says; 

. • • • • for Death, ahen all 
is said and done, is but the dusk, at set or eun, the interval of rest$ 4 

and Richard H, McCartney, in "A Land ot Sweet Oaeira", 

Shall not sweet Death disoloaa 
V'i siom more fair ·than this 
Of earth I then shall misa. 5 

Carl Sandburg refers to death as sleep in his "Illinois 

i.-185, p.lo4. 
2.-15, p.aa. 
3.-64, p.,227. 

4."""llo, p.,SOo 
5.-123, p.27. 

l 
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1 2 

Farn1erH ana usouthern i")aoifia•1 
lf l H&len .Keller in "The sone 

3 
of the star.re ""fall'"' speaa:a of oeuth a& newest". rtlll 

Chamberlain in tt.A Quaternion" expresLes thus tne id&ai of 

death as desirable:-

Death is a l1ly-arborea door, a quiet AGep, 
A chamber with \tthi ta cmrtaina draping low, 
A bold divide where never malts the snow; 

Iat 'tie a loving and a lovelg sleep. 
Vigil of the inverted plu~e. thy tyrann.7 

Is but a gladsome privilege in masK-· 4 

The same idea is expressed in his "Humanity and the Sea. 11 • 
b 

Other quotations m.1ght be selected frorn mrho Rose" by 
7 

Ella. Higginson, "Ia It Long?'' by Strioltland Gillilan, "Out 
8 9 

There" bJ Gra11t MoGee, "Going Home" bJ Olarenos Buolcnaster 
10 11 

Bolmer, "Little David" bJ James tfb.1 tcornb Riley. 'fl Lean" 
12 ; 

b1 Witter Dynner, "The Great Oarousal" by Louis Untermeyar. 
13 14 15 

"L:i :fe" by Alice Broim., "Our Lost" e.nd "Peaoe" by 
16 

Margaret Sangster., "Poppies" bJ Blise Carman, "A Rhyme of 
17 18 

Death's Inn" by Lizette w. Reese, and "The Bew Flatonist" 

by Outhbert Wright. 

"The, Good Die 'ltlung.:_. ·-:fie som~'ti1aee hear this 

expression in oommon speech today. Only one referenoa to 

i.~1Ga. p,1e. 
2 ... Ibid •• p.53. 
3.,.-98, p.2u,. 
4 ... -42, p .. 89. 
5 ...... Ibid • ., p • 94 • 
6,-89, p.17. 
7.,...so. p.124. 
a.-125, p.27. 
9.-ll, p.52~ 

10.-160, 1).159. 
ll.-29t p.68. 
12.-204. p.12. 
13.-24,. l'),.106. 
14 ..... 170, p_.ll6 ... 
15.-lbid., p.134. 
lu .... 33, p.a1. 
17.-154. p.29. 
16.-13, p.28. 
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this oonaeption of death ~aa !ound in the entire etud3. 

iva lt Ma !$on has a poem en ti tleu *'The Good Die Yount)": -

Ths good and useful men depart too soon 
on death's dar~ trip; • • q ~ too quio~ly 
they turn up their toes and slumber in the 
tomb. 1 

Christi'~ Oonoeptions and Atti~udes.-~f l) D&ath as the 

return of the soul to Goa. or the reolaim1na of souls loaned 

from heaven, is a conception sometimes founa. In a poem 

called "The Cowboy• a Lament" we find, 

• ~ ••• the spirit had left him 
An.d gone to its Giver.b•The aowboy was deado 2 

and in "~abt Bruoe" by Gustav Melby. 

The same idea appears in the followi~ stanza fron1 a poem 

called $1~plJ "Lines" by Mildred UoFadeni-

Her soul caught the muai10 of hea vanly 
ohimee, 

Of cherubim wooing her back to their 
climes; 

i\. B,Piri t VOioe Whiapere<h ttOome hOOl&t 
gentle one,. 

Thy earth-work ia finished, tt11 mission 
is done l" 4 

6 
Other example a ere found in ''The Universal Route" snd "Song 

1.-117, p.172. 
2 ... 202, p.43. 
3.-.126, p.119. 

4.,-124, p.27e 
6 ... 220, p.9l1. 



sa. 
l 2 

of the Spirit" by Ella ifhebler ~filoox, 11Unto Goan b9 Leroy 
3 

Titus ,£Veeks, ".tieaventt by Conde Benoist ?all en, nTb.e 
4 

Singing M!lnn o·:/ Josephine Preston Peaoody (Mrs • .Mtir .. ,s), 
6 

ana "Miriam, 'Loved of God'" bl Corinne Roosevelt Robluson. 

(2) Another oonosption closely allied to the one just 

considered is that whioh regards de~th as ordained by God, 

as in "The .Prodiit;al" b3 Louise Ayres Garnett:-

Go4 ha~ auoh a splendid ~ay 
Of tempting beauty out of 01a1, 

• • • • • • 

And, b/ and by, of letting death 
Draw into space our thread of 

breath. 6 

and in "For a Ohilu Oo11valesoent" bJ Percy Yao Ke.yei-

Mighty God, 
Thou in grace 

That didst DeatA deter: 7 

8 
This attitude is found also in uForfei t 11 by Corinne 

~ 
Roosevelt Roblneon, "'In Manus Tuas, .Domine'" by Julia o. 

10 
It. Dorr. "The Appo1n'ted licn.tr 0 by Seleien L. ¥1h.i tcomb. "The 

ll 12 
Gardener" by Willard 'NattlEui.l, and nThe Fun ot Li v1ng0 

by Strio~land Gillilan. 

(3) The Christian conception of death ae ~~sooiated 

1 .. -220, p_.39. 
2 .... a14, p.125. 
3.-141. p .. ~5. 
4.-144, p.11. 
5.-loo, p.lo. o.-1a, p .. 11. 

7 •• llZ, p.1731! 
a ... 100. p.15. 
9,-ol, J;.92~ 

10.-217, p.3o. 
11.-211, p.97. 
12.-80, p.89o 



with sin, in the sentaa of neternul dea:ull" • seem~ -&o have 

little plaoe J.n th.e th.ou3ht of (aodsrn Amerioa1:i poets, It 
l 

ia il!19lied rather than expressed in t.ae poem called 'il!fo!" 

Edgar 1ee Masters the folloNin~ line oootn~s:-

~eath oome~ from Sin •• what plainer 
u:ru th them thl !$~' 2 

No other referenaes were found. 

(4) The idea of the triumph of Christ over death ie 

found• bu.t rather infrequently. I11 m~N1e .Ann.u11oia tion° 

Joyoe ~ilmer $~ys, 

He.t mo1~tal fleeh bears Him 
who conquers death. 3 

In b.er "Oantiole of the Baban Josephi.ae .Preston Peabody 

(Mr~. Mar4s) einga:-

Behold thy conqueror, Death? 4 

'?he s~me thought 1a expreagoed by Conda Benoist Pallen in 

nAmaranthus" 

For he hath risen. Lord and King of Deathl 5 

0 
Other instances a.rGJ fot1nd in "The Creuti ve Wordn b9 Edm~rd 

7 
0. Farnsworth, "The Gospel of" !1!ark" by Edgar Lee Master~. 

1.-22 0 PP~44-46, 
2.-121. p.164. 
3 •• 101. p .14t). 
4ti-144. p.67~ 

5 ... 141, p,.oo. 
v.-oaa. p.bo. 
7.-b3. p.170. 
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l 2 

"Silence" by Virginia Biddle, and ''.i~n Eruster Litany" by R. 

''· Gilbert. 

Ola~e1oal Oonoentione of Deatn.--Inatanoes in ahioh 
41f•F"itA•rl• ® i 1 •r ~ 

death Js aaeounted for by reference to the GreeK myth of 

Three es, and allueions to Oharon, the gr1~ 

ferrJman of hades. are not very numerous. The tollo~ina 
lines are from a 1'Balla.tie by the Firen by .Echdn Arlington 

Robinson:. 

But then, what though the mystic Three 
Around ~e ply their m$~ry trade?-· 

And Charon ~con ma1 oa~ry me 
Across the ttloom;y Stygian glade?-- 3 

Again in "Captain Craig" by the same author we finih-

Clotho, Laoneeis, Atropos, Faint-hued 
They seem, out w1th a taintneo~ never-fadiilSt 
Unblurred by gloom, tmsha.tterea by the aun, 
Still with eternal color~ colorlea~. 
They move and they remain. The while I write 
These ver1 •orda I see them,--Atro9os. 
Lachesis, Olotho; and the last is.laughing. 
l'fben Olotho lau~hs, Atropoa rattles her eheara, 4 

Nhat care I who Keeps the ferry, 
rib.ether Charon or ounaras 5 

6 
Other allusions to Oharon are found in "l?ulvie et Umbra" ., 
and "A !lrodern .dlolo~e 1' by the same author. 

6.-34, p.15 .. 
t> •• 31, p.ol. 
7.-38, p.47. 



tat other uses of these olas~ic~l conceptions of 
l 

death are found in "Atropos'" by John Myera O'Hara. "Ideal 
2 3 

Pdseion" by George E. Woodberry, ~nd "A Bew Lifen b3 

Miguel Arce. 

Oloael7 oonneatea with the referenoea to the Fates 

and to Charon a.re a few instances wllare dsa th is acoou.nted 

for b7 referenoe to the angel A~raelm Robert G. Ralsh has 

a poem called 11Amra.el" from which. we quote only a few 

lines;. 

His wings are gra1 a.no trailin5, 
Azrael, Andel of Death@ 

And 1et the souls tb.&.t ~zrael briµge 
Across the darA wid oold, 

Loo~ up beneath those folded win~e, 
And find them lined with gold. 4 

Other instanees of this conception of deatn are found in 
6 6 

"The Idiot'" b7 Edgar Lee Masters, and "The See.1&:ero" by 

Clinton 5collar4. 

Death in Balation to the Life Lived.-- Cl} ~hero is a 

tandsnoy among ~omo writers for the ~ttitude expresaea 

toward death to vary according to the life that an 

individual ham livea. For example, death is usually 

regarded as a not unwelcome or undesirable end for a 

euooeasful life, as in a "Sonnet'' (XX.IX) by R. ~~. Gilbert:-

l.-102, p.215. 
2 .... 22.6, p.18u. 
3.-58, 9.00. 

4.-lbl, pp.167-8. 
5.--119, l).bb. 
t.>.-175. p.ll. 
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Eay, Death, I said, hold back{ a shile and 
JiS.1 t, 

You gro·.v too forn&rd, you are overbold; 

. . " . . . 
When all my purposes have been fulfilled, 

(fh.y then, good neighbor Oeatn. I am thine oldll. 
My day is dona. my oup of life is spilled. l 

\ 

flalt Ma.eon in °Looking Forvfa.rd" sa.ys1 .... 

Ah, well, I've had my snare of fun, 
I've lived and loved and shut the aoor; 
And Rhen this little journey's done, 
I'll go to rest without a roar. 2 

Other examples of this philoeoph3 of life and de~th are 
3 4 

found in nThe Farewelln b;v Gustav Melby, "~\. Colophon" 
fJ 

by Bliss Oaraian1 nThe Night Beforen by Oori·rme R. Rouim..ion. 
() 

nfhe Harbinger" by Nilliam linter. and "Cowpuncher 
7 

Philosophy" b9 Arthur Chapman. 

( 2) On the other h.an4, for an unfinished life or a 

llfe Nhioh bas been one of frustrated hopes, death is 

considered a tragedy. "The Song of the Unsuccessful" b~ 
Richard Burton ie an exemplification of thie attitude:-

Ne wonder i! this can be really the close. 
11fe•s fever cooled by deatn•e tr~nce; 

And Ne ory, though it eeam to our dearest 
foes, 

"God. give ua another ohance!" e 
9 

Other illustrations ure eeen in "Another Chance" by Henry 

l.<M>7e .. P~l75. 
2.~117, p.120 
3.-126, p.118. 
4.-35. pp.23~24. 
5.-160, p.45. 
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Van DJk&, "Life" b7 lr!adieon aa~vein. "Friend Death" by Re 
3 

~. Gilbert. and "Tho ReoltHH~" by Fannie Stearns wvis. 

(3J Here alao may ba ooneidered attitudes toward the 

deutn of you.ch, chioh is usually .regarded aa a trageayl 

"Too bad!~-And ao youn~~" we have heard by tne g~ave of 

7outh nulllerous times.. G-raoe Fallow Norton, in a poem "On 
Seeing toung Soldiers in London", expresses thiu attitude:~ 

But I craved Heaven for them, for thent 
Let there Qi 2ara4isa1 

'hey go to die ere theg have lived, their 
:outh w1th1n their eyes. 4 

Bo also do es Sam ifalter Foss in non the Door-Enob": -

De~tb'e hand ia like a brother•e hand when 
stretched toWttrd on& that's old, 

• • • • • • 
But to warm youth his betj;lv9 hand is very. 

vary oold:· 
The whjte orape on the door-knob is d~rker 

than tlle blaoit. 5 

Joyce Kilmer*s attitude toward tue u&a.th of youth as 

expressed in the folloiJ11ing lines from "The Clouded Sunn 

written in memo17 of klan Seegar is something of a 

departure from the traditioml one, and is doubtleas the 

reeul t, in part at least, of tbs tVOrld fiar inflnenoei.,.. 

Far happier he, Rho, young and full of pride 

1.-41, p.f>B. 
2~-78, p.77. 
3.-57, p.21. 

4 .-l3f!I ,, p l[l 79. 
b It -73, p ~ 13..3. 



And radiant with the glor~ of the sun, 
Leaves earth oefore his ein~inJ time ia done, 

All ~ounda of Time the graver~ra floaera hide, 
Hie beauty lives; as fr&sh, as when he died. l 

The willingness of youth to die is the theme of the 

follor1ing li,nea from uThe Savsntb Vial'' by 1Vill~rd :tattlvs :-

Youth ie re~dy to lay down 
dtrength of foot ena body broWil, 
Glow of eye and rod of lip, 
Supple knee ~nd clinging hip. 
Sting of health and graoiouo breath, 
All to weave a crown for De~th. 2 

3 
Thi a id ea aupaara also in "Out of the Fog 11 by L>ana Burnet. 

The Mzaterz of ~eath.--In this age of aoientifio 

investigation and explanation it ib natur~l that the 

unexplainable mystery o:f death should fina exprseaion in 

the ~or~s of some of the poets of the period. The lines 

quoted below ,are from a poem entl tlea "Deathn bi i!dmm:i.a 

Deacon Peterson:. 

Impenetrable pall beyond tha brink, 
Ia there no ~tar through thy profound to blink 
Hith kindly ray to show to man the linK 
'Tween this world and the next? • • • 4 

Frank Dempster Sherman in a quaitraiu Qallea "Znowledga" 

For all Philosophy may teach, 
Only so far can Knowled~e reaoh: 
All that ne know from breath to breath 
Is Life and its great question.-Death. b 

4.~147, Pc59. 
5.-178, p.98. 



l 
Helen Xeller in "9.'ha So:ng of the S,torn3 Wallf' apealea of the 

"yearning mystery of d$atth.". 

Other poets who see:.n to h~ve been :tmpreseed by the 
2 

!!lystel"y o:f death are Edgar Lee Masters in "Silence", 
3 

Brook.as Yore in noslestial Signs"~ Ethan, J.llan Hurst in 
4 

"}lortali ty' s !-tsspor1ee" • Julia C • H. Dorr 
6 

in 1tTb.rea Songs'e, 
6 

Geor3e 3 tar.ling in "Onmiu Kxau:nt. in Myateriwan • Ed~vin 
7 

llarltham in "One Lite. One 
B 

Law". Lluyd tlifflin in e~1'he Black 
S;) 

Portals",., Henrr Van Dyite in "l~evv Yaar' k$ 
10 

.Laurence Dunbar in HThe U9atary". 
Evan, and Paul 

Along ~ith the attitude toward death ae mysterious 

ms.y be oons1dereJ the oonoeption of dea \;h ae the l"SV&alGlr 

of tha :~yster9 of tllie J.i fe [ill.fl of the li fG beyond the 

grave, aa in nThe Great Adventure" by William. Xi.1aberly 

so. he who far had travalad 
Uyon this ti'/Ondrou~ sphe1~e. 
Hae ncnv th• dre~un uru.~.aveled 
~hut often haunted here. ll 

and in .nThe Rn.bioon~' b.V H1111nm Winter~-

And gemrotta Death will sho1N me all 
~hat now he hi4ea; 

i\n' luo1d in that second birth, 
l shall discern 

7t•ll3, p.lOOo 
a.-129. Po 111 .. 
9.-209t pp.ll9-20e 

li.).~o3• p.l 7. 
lle-142, p.79. 



oJ... 
11l'lat all the aa~es of the earth 

lla ve died to l enl'"n. l 

2 
HThe Undertone", also by i//illiam ~inter, bas a hint of the 

s~ma idea. Other example a a.re found in "~1fbl. t !f I Grow Old 
3 4 

and Oray?n by Fannie Stearns Davis. "Fsitlltt by ~Vilfr1d l'Sarl 
6 

Ohasa, "1'he Mystic Se~" by Paul Laure11ce Dtu1bar. and 
G 

*'Solution" by Oor1nne R. Robinson. 

!!elation of Deat.b. to the .J:!o.~. - ... It is always with 
t 

ao~ethjng of ~Ne that we look ttgon th& faoe ol the dead. 

The ealm of the dead is al .iost pi·overbial. Little expression 

o:f' tllie impressiou of daath\Vas found. however, in this 

study. George 3. Woodberry il'.1 a sonnet, "R. N.,., saye; 4!lt 

Beautlful in thy d~ath thou liast down. 
sweet younger comraae of my happier 

days; 7 

The follo.ving stanza is taA.en from "1'he Dead" b9 Dana 

Burnet:-

The dead they sleep so deep, 
The dead they lie so still, 

l wonder that another man 
May look on them and ~lll. 8 

9 
Edgar Lee Mt!t.ste:rs has a poem o:n "The Sorrow of Dead Faoes" • 

.Amy Lowell oalmly presents to our imagination such 

gruesome pictures of the dead as the followif45 from "In A 

1.-223, p.2~3. 
2.-Ibid., p.41. 
3 ... 5 '1 ' p. 34 .. 
4. -44. (no pa~e J 
fi.-63, p.92.-

o--loo, p.4~. 
7.-226, p.234. 
a.~2t1, p.42 .. 
9it•ll9t p.116. 



On the velvet covarlot lie two oodiea. 
st'ripped and fair in the cold gre;y air. 
Drip--hisa ......... fall ths blood-drops, f:or the 
bleeding never stops. The bodies lie 
quietly. At eaoh ~ide of the bad. on tha 
floor. is a head. A man's on this side, 
a 'Noman' a on tlla t,. and the red blood 
oozes along the rush mat. l 

2 
'£ha dasoriptions in "Ole61r Utth Light Variable 1Yinda" and a 
"'fhe OrtHH:'l•ROads" by the same author are ~ li ttla lees 

horrible, but are equally deV{)id of all emotional ~euotion 

on the part of Misa Lowell~ 

!!orpor o_f...,.~1!d.'!f!!! Dsath.--treually we attaob a portioul~r 

horror to sudden death, ao in the oaue of death by disaster 

or ~iolenee. bnt tne£e ses:ne to o3 no expre~aion of thi~ 

ioe~ bg Ameriaun poet~ of toa~y. Onl1 two referenoes to 

sudden death were found. The folloWing stanza from nJohn 

Davidson" b; ~Yalter Oonz;ad Arenoburg expresses 110 definite 

attitude: .. 

o, not :for hilll the tii1ot'a orei;>urloular, 
The wauing house, the al,o~ti obscuri t;v; 
For him the sudden setting of a ~tar---
Re hoe gone out li~a light upon the sea. 4 

Ella Higginson in "Undaunted'' expr,eases a aeeira for sudden 

aeath:-

l ... 111. p.176. 
2!-loia •• pp.162-3. 

3.-110, p.llbiot 
4 • -5 ' i? .. 36" 



Ab, to rlda 011t on such a wind aa this, 
Griopad to Death's breast. upon his 

vallid steed. 
Nithout an ins~ant'a w~rning or farewell~ l 

Suieide.--The clearest expreaslon of a definite 

attitude toward ~uioide found is that set forth in "To a 

fuan you had ployed iii 'th life a svace 
and made it drinK and lust and sing, 

You flun~ it bac~ into God's faoe 
And thout)ht 1ou did a noble tlu.ng. 

.. .. • '41 • • • 

But he~rk to what the aarth~vorma seis 
1.Vho share with 3ot1 you:r ~auddy hJ.ven: 

"~Phe fi5'h.t was on--..vou. can aJmy. 
You a.re a 00011.ard and' a o ra van II 0 2 

'l~hi a reprec&ri t~, 1 think, tha ,eanera lly aoo&:Y ted Oh:.riet.lan 

~J<htir1 !l""lington Robinson seems aLnoet to e&not1011 

auioide in the following line~ from "The Man A~n1nst the 

Sky":• 

' If t1tex-e be nothing a ft er now, 
And we be nothing anyhow1 And we know that,--why live? 
'Twere attre but weakl:i.ngs' vain 

aifBtress 
To auf'fer du11ge0ns where ~o many 

doors 
Will open on the cold eternal 

shores 
That look all.ear do·an~ 



To the dar~ tidaleas floods of 
Hotnll.»gness 

~Vb.ere all 1:1ho 1tD01N ma.y dro111u. 1 

George Sterling, in a sonnet '1 To Ona lf ... Slaiun 
2 

offer~ no condemnation of tha aetion11 A cold, b.e('llrtlase:i 

attituae of di~apvroval is objeotively expresbed by Amy 
l 3 

Lowell in n'i'he Cro~a-Roa.dsno Suicide is treated by nar in 
4 u 

"The Shadow" and in "Olea.r #i th tight V.;.riable ''lindan al ~o, 

but no attitude ia axpreeaad in ei the.r~ of tb.ei\je(I ~dis1in 

Mo. rkham seams to ad hare to the nt.:radi tio:nal" point of 
t.) 

view in "Ths Sniaida 0 iu 'Nhich he re~ards aelf-cle~rt1'rluction 

as a useless attempt to esc~~e from the griefs and auras 

of life. 

]ma~£inarl Sen~_tlions g_f Dea th.--In the ~~la{1~~9 

Mo1?..t!!~...l for February, 1924, thece la an £.u:tiala of soma 

le11gth entitled "Death aa a 1lream ~xperienoen t in «hioh the 

author dreamed that he wa~ eaten by a ti 

disantbodied spirit beheld the remains of his half-devoured 

body. Be described his Hexistence" after death as rollowst-

·----I 'next became aware of bei~...g etill existent 
in a tnost peculiar sta ta I) I seemed to be si tua tad 
in the air above tue level of the tops o.f the lower 
treeso I had no bodily form \Yl1atsoever, but was 
slmply a atute of aNal"'enesa exiBtin~ in the 
atmosphere. Oocaslonally my position in the air 
changed instantansoualy without reference Lo ~ny 
volition of my oNn. My movements ~eemea to me Lo 

l.-1671' p.o9. 
2. -18~' p.109. 
3.-110, p.113., 

4o-lllt p.222. 
o.-Ibiii., p.lu~. 
011-114, P~44. 
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be like those of the flitting-light~ wnich one 
oecasionallg seas o~er swampe. I was 1wmediately 
interested in this ~eoulia£ experience. ~nd 
wondered wh&.t had happened, Then I became aware 
of a portion of a ~lal.11, ~ piece of h'W!W.n 
thigh.bona, and soattersd remllfJ.nis of p~rts of a 
human body lying on the ground oelod me. 

The attack of the tiger o~w.e bao.tt to my 
memory 11 • " • .. !II l 

I find no such deta11ea account in tne field of modern 
American poetry. There are, ho~evar, several more or 

leas "near upproaahas". Ona of tnasa is riNe• Dead" by 

Oharlee G. D. Roberta~-

Ah, now I know why stirs 
Iio mor$ my brea.tht 
My mouth is stopt with dust, 
My dream was aeath. 

WhGre is this seed ot self 
I olutoh to hold? 
Will it diesolve with oe 
Into tha m.ol'1'i 
It slips,-~ah, let ms sleep, 
Worn. worn, outworn! 
So to be stron~ when I 
Arise, new born. 2 

\ 

The follO"Nillg lines from n:mrastus Wileon" b7 ~dga&r 

Lee fiasters are charaoterist!c of that author's individual 

methods of expreseion:-

&l.ncl I clambered out of the trenoh and ra.n, 
Thinking of nothing but where the bullet 
iVould ~et me, right through the heart~ or 

~vhere; 



i.lnd whether It a h~rve a seaot1d t.o 141100, 
or euy a prayer or so~etnin~~ 
Thud! '""nd my breast i;1as turtH.Hl to atone ......... 
"Good mornin' Jesus!" 1 

nin Covin~ton Chancan • also 03 !.!asters. the deiiith 

experience is oonoeived thus;. 

I Sf.:i t up in the strength of sudden terror. 
r~rep'2.ring to fight him 
»ut be fell on m& like a drift of clon~ or 

smo.&te. 
Darkness? s~arrea by the point of a ~ilver 

dagge.r ... 
A l1ttle p~in--that•s all! 2 

Other pooma which ded.l ~11th i;;Jagb.ar3 sensu tlons of dautb. 

are "The Ship 
3 

Stars" b:y 
4 

Robert P. Coffin• nBeatx~ioe" 
6 

rlied" by Ben t:irig. 

visication of 

all men regardleus of worlul~ place o~ seclal ran~. Sttoh 

sn expres~ion is quite in ~eeping with the de~oe£aLio 

idea3 of Ed.vin Markham. In nour Deathless Dead"' h$ ape«lk.6 

of 

The e~er+oiroling Destinies thdt must 
Mix king ana clown into one rabble dust. 6 

7 
The sar.no idea is expressed in his "All Men• a Inn". So aleo 

i ... 122, p.63. 
2.-Ibid., p.244. 
3.-161·, p·~64. 
4.-196. p.20. 

5.-102, p~23. 
b • ..-114:, p.J7 .. 
1 •• n.lid., p.4a. 
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in "The Sexton's Inn" by Nalt ~~son:-

The inn has no Bridal chamber, no eultes 
for the famed or great; tna guests, when 
they go to slumber, ara all of the same 
estQta; • • • A sheet for the proud and 
haughty, a eheet for the 'be5gar gusmt; a 
sheet for the blooming maiden--a sheet for 
us all, and rest! l 

Other illustrntions of thi 1$ oonoeption of death are found 
2 3 

in "King for a Day" by Alfred A.. Cowles. ".Aooess to Goa" 
4 

b;y Sald en L. Whit coMb 1 "The New Rubai1 30 t 11 bi Conde Benoist 
5 0 

l'allen, "Spring Smnmous 0 by Louis Untermeyer, "Bla.c& Death" 
7 

by Harry Ke1np, and "113.mn to the Dea du by Ed~t\r 1ee Master~. 

Unusual iersonal 1~ttitudes ... a.nd Conoe,etions.--'.ihe 

varloue attitudes to~vard; and oonoeptious of, death which 

have bean ooneiderad thus far ha vc been those vrhioh, for 

the moat part, have prevailed long before the beginning of 

the tNentistb oentur~. In the present section, under the 

title of unusual personal atti t11des a:nd oonoeptiorrn, 

are to be considaraJ such expressions as have aeerued 

sufficiently distinctive not to be considered under any 

other head, but to merit consideration in a separate 

saotion. It is in this oonneotion that ~e come in contact 

with the peculiarly modern &ttitudaa or conoe9tions with 

i·espaot to the subject of death. 

1.-llo, p.49. 
2.·4~. p.7b. 
3.-2lb, p.8~. 
4"-141, p.7. 

Tha attempt has been 

b..,-205, p.132. 
b. -9'd; p. 21. 
7.-121, p.b. 



us. 
made, whether or not at all time~ sucoeasful, to leave out 

of the present discussion all references which are etriotly 

figurative in charaoter, even though they might be 

aonsidered as unusual oonception~, sinoa referenoea of 

this t9pe will be oonsidered in a later chapter aapeoially 
I 

devoted to the subject of figurative conceptions of de~th. 

Sara Teasdale is amoz1g the moat indi viduali stio of 

modern Ameriaan poets and one of the most modern in her ............ 
attitude toNard death. The follo~ving stanzas from "In a 

Burying Ground" carry an air of nonohalanoe whioh is 

somewhat characteristic of the present oantury:-

This is the apot where I shall lie 
mien life has had enoueh of me, 

These are the gras~ea that will blow 
Above me like a living sea. 

These ga9 old lilies will not ehrinK 
To draw their life from death of 

mine, 
And I will give my body's fire 

To make blue flowers on this vina. l 

Other expressions of Miss Teasdale's personal attitude 
2 3 

toward death are found in "i'he Lamp", "I Shall ~Mot Caren, 
4 5 

"June Nidht". and "Since There Is l~o Escape". 

Another individual expression of attitude toward 

death is seen in John G. Neihardt 1 s "~'fhen I Have Gone 

Wei rd 7'ay a": ~ 

1.-190, p.61. 
2.-222, p.2~. 
3.-190. p.24. 

4: • -194 ' p • l 0 2 • 
5.-Ibid., Pob7 .. 



69. 

When I have finished with thia episode, 
Left the hard, uphill road, 
And gone weird wase to see4 another load, 

Oh, friends, regret ma not~ nor weep for me, 
Child of Inf1n1t3l 

Bor dig ~ gr~va, nor rear fo~ me a tomb 
To say w1th lying writ: "liere in the 6loom 
lie oho loved bign.ess ta4:es a. nar roe room, 

Content to pillow here his N&ary head, 
Jor he is dead." l 

Ella 71heeler filoo:g: tf.hC&s the subject of daa'th lightly 

in "Fata and I":· 

Death? 'Tis au.oh a little thing--
Scarcely ~orth the mentioning. 

Rhat has death to ao with ~a. 
Save to set my s91rit frea? 2 

Louis Untermsyer in a "Funeral Hymn" gives ua an 
individual oonoeptio~ of death rather than an ~ttltude 

toward it; .. 

~fll.en Life's gay courage !ail~ at last • 
.a.nd I grow worse than old--

Though Death puts out 'Iff8 fiery heart. 
I never shall ~ro# cold. 

For warm in earthts green oover!1:ig, 
Al:ld warmly I shall lie, 

Nrapged in the Ninding-aheets of air 
4nd the great. blue folds of s~1t 3 

lalt ~aeon does not wish to live too long. In a poem 

called "Living Too Lon~" he sdys~-

l.-lol 1 p.lfiB. 
2. -2 20' p • 8 2. 
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I do not nish to ar~w my breath until 
tne ~pers asy that Death h&$ ~lae~ed me 
up for 1'ee9s; when I am ti re<l l w~u1t to 
ate una in my ooiy oa~1'et lie a.a one who 
oalmlY sl&apa. l 

2 
Bll ss Oarnvd.n in "Reeiu3nat1on" voices the eo.,~e th.ought" 

Indi~idu~l ~ersonal ~ttitude~ or conceptions are 
3 

expressed also in "The Sultan's Pulaceff by Alan Se@gur 0 

4 
nThe Blue SyUAphDnyn by 

5 
John G. Pletoh~r, 0 It' e Got To Be't 

6 
by James ~lhitoomb P.ile1~ "9.'he Certain Viotory0 by s. B~ 

7 
Kisor, "The night 

a 
To Diel'' by Paul 1att:t."'anoe Dunbar, t•~he 

Lords of Pain'' by George Sterlingj m.rh& Olou.d ad 
10 

~ 
by 

Jo7oe Kilmer• H!fha Dead Folit" b1 Jannie Stearns I>~ vie, 
11 

nrfe De~ d fi"l b7 Jam.ea Oppenheimt Slll1 "\1.b.en I 1lm Detul ana 
12 

3ister to the Dust" by Els~ ~arkarq 

k2!.it.2.~~.~-In tha closing ~eot1on of this 
chapter~ it has seemed proper to devote some spaco to such 

conceptions of 

human life a~ are expressed in modern .americ~n poetry$ 
Sixteen of the poets whoae worttf;, have been examined for tb.e 

~s.1n part of thia study speai.C. of .LiOVe ar~Ci Ueatb. together in 

some oonneationQ In some instancee, however$ no definite 

ides their relation is ei:prae.u~eJ g 'rh~ most eormnon 

1.-117. pp.162-3. 
2.-56, 9Pe55-4 .. J.,-17oQ p .. 61. 
4 () -l? 9. l'.). 30 .. 
!.) • -15;1, p. 350. 
o.-103 9 p.22~ .. 

7 ~ -63. p • 94 .. 
a • -1 ss , P o 5!;? : 9.-lOllt p.2~u. 
l0~-60~ p&28. 
11.,-200'1 Pr.2ob,. 
12 .... ltilt p.77. 
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conception ia th.at of Love as the viotor over JJeath. 

Ililliam Ha·rbert Carruth in "O Gr~ve. ·:Vb.ere Is Thy Victory?" 

ambodiee -this vletory of love ove:r: death in the 

resurreotion of Christi-

But Love naa there, the lord of 1ife and ueath, 
And held the importunate enGmy at bag; 

'let when hies work was done. all peacefully 
As da¥vn grows day, Life yielded uo hie breath, 

Surrendering to the vunquisned enemy. 
,And tooK J..ove' e hand in hia and ·nant away. l 

It seems poeaible that the oricin of this conception of 

the triumph of love over de~th may ha.ve been the result of 

a peraonifioation of tho self-s~ori:fici:ng love of (}briat, 

who died for ~he sins of the Norld. but atterw&rd roee 

from the dead. fihatever its origin, tne conception has 

come to be aaaooiated with ~ove in the abstract Bense, as 
1 

in "From the Grave" by Ella ,tJhaaler Vi lcox: • 

.But r1ow l know t.ha t there j s no !dlli:n5 
ti. thing .like .Laovs, for it laughs at Datith. 2 · 

.anoi;her e:l,pression of the relation oat,nee11 love ... md de~th 

is found in unaphnis•' by .Anne .hlli zabeth Cheney: -

no Shade. phantasmal ~)eath! 
~hy lurkest thou in ~h~dowy pluoes 

dark, unseen, 
To breathe thine ioy breath on me~ 
Thou canst not chill a hedrt that 

loves!" 3 

l .-4r.> t J). 74. 
2 ... 21~. p.61. 
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uove, too, abidaa. and $miles ~t s~va~a 
death. l 

Conde Benoist Pallev seems not ent1rely sUl~e the 

triumph of love over death, and ha~ a long poem called 
2 

"Love and Dei:ith" vri tten after the manner of ;.Cem.11son' a 

nTwo Voioes" ~ In the end he finds the viotory of Love i:n 

the victory of Christ on the Croes9 

Jane Buri,,. in "The OrGiole Speaks" avers the triumph of 

Love, you joyous splendid thing 
With your royal purple win~, 
With your jasmine.flowered breutht 
Know the e1ld of you is death! 3 

Other poets who have written of Love and Death in some 
4 

connection are Al f'red A. Cowles in "Obli vi onn ~ W'i lliam Rose 
5 

Benet in "The Shadow~d Road"• John Vanos Oheney in a 
ti 7 

quatrain oalled "But Onos", Vance Thompson in "Immortality", 
8 

Bliss Carman in "When Guelder Rosas Bloomn, Alan Seesar in 
~ 

"Introduction and Conclusion of a Long Poem0 , Joyce Kilmer 
10 11 

in nThe Oloudsd Su:n", Kendall Banni~ in nun.conquered" , 
12 

and /Ulla.rd Wa. ttles in "Come Wl th Me vi a 

1,. -2G4• p.221. 
2 .... 141, p .4lff. 
5.-27, p.25. 
4 .-49., p.8. 
b.-9, p.40. 
G ci -4u • p. 16 7 • 

7 .-201, g. l5i) 
a o-31, gp.46-47. 
9.-1 ?o, [Jo lo?. 

10.-101, pl)25u. 
11 .... 10, t)11>170 .. 
l~.-211, p.5., 
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SOCIAL ASPECTS OF DEATH~ 

~xeres~1ons ~f Grief fo~ the Dedd.-~A vary l~rge 
number of poems by modern Ai.il&rican writers could be 

listed tor which tn• aeath of some loved relative or 
triena. or the deuta of some public figure has furnished 

the 1nspirst1on, and in which the poet laments tht 

pasoing am extols the virtues of th& one daad. Of oourse 

not all of the poems of this type oould be noted in this 

study and not all of those noted oan bG mentioned hare. 

some of th.e poatui which were read are: nMonod7 tor 
1 2 

Augustin Daly" iand "Louie" by ~v1111am ilinter. "Samuel 
3 4 

Langhorne OlemenaJ• l>f 1flilbur lieabi t. rtfhe Dead J,,§eader" 
5 

bJ Charles Eiward RU.sse11. "King !Uhtt·<u.-a0 and "Rev. Asa 
d 

Dal tonl o. D." by blthrard Olarer1ce Farnsworth. ".illtli th 
7 8 

Oavelltt and "~ioquartff bJ George ~. ioodberr;. "Conductor 
~ 10 

samm7" and "John Magnard" by Ired .Emereon Brooks. 
ll 12 

0 Baya.rt1 1l"a7lor" a.no "Mercaaes" by Margaret lil. StJ.ngater, 
13 

a.nd tt:fne ~ufe' s Gru•e'' b:y Selden L. Nb.lteomb. 

1.-223, !>.238. 
2.-Ibid •• p.261. 
3 •• 1ot p.11a. 
4 .... ll)id. • p.lOtl. 
6.-68; p.'104 
6 • ..-Ibid., p.7341 
7 ~ -226', p.196. 

s • ..,.1 bi a • • p. 244 • 
\j ..... 22. p ~ 16 7 • 

lOo-21, p.148 .. 
i1 .... 110, p.lsa. 
12.-Ibid., p.eoo. 
13.-216, p.27. 
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Various attitudes of que:stion aud doubt, hope, deGJJ}&ir, 

and .;rie:f are found. The modern tei'!deno9, if tl1ere is one 

marked enough to note, is to speak less of ~rief an~ of the 

probable :faring of the dead beyond the grave, and more of 

their virtues and of the problems of life still oonfcontine 

the livinee as in Winter•a "Monody for .Augustin Daly". Of 

course in the ease of a loved ona who hus died there is the 

exprea~1on of deep and sinoere personal gri as in 

;,ne Oe.!~in-P#l.Ji:ett..J;l!~JJpdectaker 1 &tJ?y• ..... .t\ number of 

poems are f ouna in which one or another of the various 

vtaooial a.gents" in connection with deaGh ie mentioned. 

with sometimes an expression of attltude on the part of 

the author. Carl Oandburg in ":SroltenoaFaoed Gargoylean 

epeaks of 

An underto(ter with a 
raw wlnd-bitten faoe and 
a danoe in his feet. 1 

Nalt Mason has a poem with a somewhat satirical tone on 

"The Undertaker":-

Whan life 1 s done • • • • • the 
undarta1:er couies along and gets 
us, ana tucks us neatly in our 
little bade ••••• Re oomes to 
show us that the coat of living 
outs little ice beside the cost 
of death. 2 



And the poet imagine~ that the "cheerful rnantt is desirous 

of asking him why he "hangs onn so long. 

Stephen Vincent Benet has a ver1 individual re~ction 

to mortuary parlors in his poem of that title. Since the 

poem is not long it is quoted here entire:-

The smooth unobtrusive walls sea.;v "Hush?" 
1n a voioa of hone1 and meal, 

The refilled and comforting ob.airs protest 
that sorrow may be genteel, 

The1 are all hiding the dead away, they 
are huddling them off to forget~~-~­

·~I would rather scoop a hole in the sand 
till my hands ran blood and sweat. 

I would rather raise my friend on a pyre 
for the lightening to do ite will, 

I would sooner leavt my dead to the dogs 
--they are happy over their kill--

Than to bring them here to this oily place 
to lie like a numbered sheaf! 

--Thts servant's quiet can hava no room 
for my racked and horrible grief--

The windows smile with the smiles of 
mas~a. the curtains are speotere 

wa11t1r1g. 
A.nd Death, the ob~equious gentleman. comes 

ruboing black glove~ and talkingi l 

The manufacture of coffins furnishes a subject for 
2 

Amy Lowell in n!he Hammers". Oonrad Aiken ha.Li a poem 
entitled "Will You Step Into My Graive, Sir?" in which the 

grave-digger speaks:-

Kill you step into acy grave, sir? 
said the digger to the dead. 

You will find it quite as restful, 
si1,.. as any humat1 beu. 3 

i.-222, pp.43o~7. 
2 •• 110, p.214. 

3.-17, p.18\#, 
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The Funeral Sarvioe and Expres~ions of Moµrnins.--
Oarl Sandburg has u very indi Vi dual attitude to~v~rd 

funeral r1tea in his little gqem aalletl "Finish";-

Death comes once, let it be easy. 
Ring one ball tor me once. let it go 

at that, 
Or ring no bell at a!l~ better yet. 

Sing one song if I die. 
Sing John Brown's Body or Shout All 

Over Go4•s Beaven. 
Or aing nothiug st all, better yet. 

Death oomea onoe, let it be eae3. l 

2 
Cale Young :Rios has the same thought in •1A Death Son&}'~• 

although it is less 1ndiv1duall7 expre~Qed* Indeed tna 

expressions of attitude to«ard these eubjeets which are 
found are foi,. the most part of this "modern", reuotionar7 

type. (Oarolya o. Nilson's ~The Funeral" de&le with the 

subject of burial to be u1scns~ed in t~e following aeotion.) 

~val t lla. son in ''Po et Mort em lionorsn rem.arks that 

You• cl rather have some ld.:a4nesa while 
:vou tread tbia vale of tears, than have 
7onr dust lamented o'er for fifty million 
;years. 3 

Ella Wheeler Wilcox expresses an at ti tu.de similar to tllie 
4 

1,n "Mookery". 

In "Octaves" Edwin A.rlin0ton Robinson oxpreases 

1.-16~, p.266. 
2.-157t p.344. 

5 ... 110. I}. 67 .• 
4.-219. Pol63. 



~nd Nh.en the fleau f.lizt?l @,066 it SEiH:HUS to ma 
"1\vere: better :for ua o.ll to do away 
~ith weeping, and be ~lad that ne is gon@~ l 

Other poems which deal wi tn the ftinertil or with 
2 

expressions of mournin.g are nohd.nga" by .11 ttsr Bynner. 
5 

"Little .tihi ta Raarse", by Dana Burnet. "The Queen's Last 
4 b 

Ride" by &lla l4haelar ~Uloox, nrrhe Laet Ride" by Ma;y lrink 
0 

Cor.nrerse, n\uis:o the tleareo Gomes Bao.tttt bl James :lhl tcomb 
7 

Biley* and "Grave Mattersn b7 Ben l!ing. 

!he 'Qi1ae,osi t~.Q.~2.t .. JU! li~qi_.--One hatJ 0111~ to nsa hi~ 
I 

pm'fters of ooservs.tion to disoover tl'l~t in the world abou.t 

Util a "fleo&rit buri ... il" for the daatl i~ aonkJider:11d t:H:lBential~ 

Burial of the dead is praot1aed by all civilized nations 

to~tay. Thi.s im~istenoe on the buri&l ;ti ta dates tv1c~t to 

the tir11e of t ns anal ant J!!;gyptiane. So careful aera tha9 

of the bodies of tbeir dead, at leas~ amon~ the upper 

classes, that ~om.e of those bouies are preserved even to 

thia d~y, after ths lapse of several thouiand yeur~ • .among 

the ancient GreeB.s, to be ref'usa\l burial was one of the 

worst oal~mities &hich could befall a man. In Sophoolea 1 

play, "Antigonen t the heroine iil<mrs the death penalty 

ruthar than allow b.er brother to reu1ain without ·the rite 

l.-lo7, p.103.,' 
2.-26, p~59lt 
3.-26, Pol26. 
4 • -220' p .19. 

5. -48,· _v. 32 .. 
cl>-159, p1183. 
7ci-102, p~23l .. 
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of burial, Mhioh had been forbidden by the kin~. 

The aabrews of Biblical d~yo 9l~oed consider~ble 

emPhaSLS on burial, and the Bible has aoubtles~ had its 

influence on Ohrlstian nations in the sh:lpin6 of the 

~ttitude on this subject. Especially, the doctrine of the 
l 

resurrection of the boay. u~iversally taught in the earlier 
I I 

aa1a of Ohri~tianity and still inei~te4 upon by inany 

theolo~ianet has been n potent factor~ Burial is the 

accepted method of disposir.tg of· the body of tlhe dead, and 

the large maJority of modern poets do not mention tb.e 

matter 9> ~e few ex~ressions o .t a tti tud e whi oh are fou.r.ut 

a.re rnc.Hn;ly reaottona against the ntradi tiona 1" praoti oa. 
I I 

In "The Cattlemnn•e Burial" by Harry Kemp u desire 

for e "regnlar'' burial is impliod ; ... 

·---f!I'm glad it ian•t me 
Not •as to lio ao lon&some at the 

bottom o• the sea." l 

"The iermi t of the Dunee" U'oooie Btearna Davis) shows an 

attitude exa~tly oppoaitei-

% s~ll not lie ln any erave 
Beneath & toppling lionaned stone. 
Wilen I grow weariest. the aave 
Alld turn1r1g title shall heve their own. 2 

Thdt it will be a piteou$ thing 



In one small 5rave to lie. l 

John Hall Wheeloo.tt in nspri:ng'1 has the follow! ng 

unusual thought:-

Build me a tomb when I am dead, 
But leave a windo~ free 

That I may watch the s.mllow•s fli~ht 
.and spring come baog to me. 2 

a. lonely burietl is regarded ae a tragedw in Stephen 
3 

Vincent Benet' e poem "Lonely .Bu.rial" and 1n "The DYi.Dti 
4 

Cowboy". an anon1mous selection in li~ Hosard Thorp' s 

collection of "'Songs. of the Cowboys", while John G. 

Fletcher in "Golden Symphony" avows:-

In the bosom of the desert 
I will lie at the last. 5 

6 
Bliss Carman Rishes to be "Dust of the Street". 

Carolyn o. Nilson in "The Funeral" expresses herself on 

the ~ubjeot of burial thus:. 

iihen I am dead 
Lay me not stri11ghtly in a lidded bed, 
~ dark cell, satin walled, 
(Satin Ima always set my nerves on 

edga.) 

. . . ' . . . 
1i.lthou~h 
If I should be elected 
To be vivisected, 

l.-19S2. p.52. 
2.-132, p.356. 
~.-162, p.164. 

4.-202, p.b3. 
6.-72. p.49., 
6.-35, p.27. 
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I should be interested and p~oud& 
Oh, anything is better than monuments 

erected 
And a. e.nroud, 1 

In several railwuy stationQ I have seen this 

advertisement:-

Oremation.~-Entirely in aooord with tht trend 
0£ modern thought and progress~ 

Onl~ a fen references to orem~tion were found in thia 

studyo Dliea Carman seemingly expresses a desire for it 
2 

in "Dust of the Street". 

Three poets seem to express definitely a desire to 

be "orsmatedr.. Carolyn O. \Ulson in "The Funeral n saya, 

When I am dead 
Give me the kind S9ift flames to 

set me freao 3 

John G~ Beihardt, in "~fhen I Have Gone vVeird t/aye" wri tea 

a~ follOtVr;\; -

!~or dig a grave, nor rea.r for ma a tomb. 

. " . .. . . 
But give my body to the funeral pyre, 
And bid the laughing fire. 
~ager and strong and swift, liae my desire 
Scatter my subtle essanoe into space, 
Free me of time and plaoe. 4 

fitter Bynner in "The God" orders hio funer~l rites 

1~-17, pp.186.oo 
2. -35, p. 27 0 

3. -17 fl .P .. 18b. 
4" -itn, p. 155 Q 
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thus:-

Burn my bod7, 
Diaperae me in many beds. l 

~n~-~eit~J21!.--The epitaph ie another sooial sx9reseion 

ooncerning death ~hioh may be considered here. On the 

tomb.stonee in SQme of the old new England oameteries, I 

am told, O!Hr finds such "remil1dera" to the 11 ving as 

th.see: .. 

Death is a debt to nature due; 
As I have ~aid it. so must you- 2 

Stranger pause, &s you paae,by, 
As you are now so once ~#/as I; 
As l am nowt so you must be. 
Prepars to die• and fQllow me. 5 

Oompare with these this "moaernn "Epitaph'' by ?!arjorie 

Allen Seiffert:-

A rna.n lies hero 
4fho took sport eariouely. 
Forgetting life. , 
li1~ soul~ li~e a lost ball, 
Lies happy a~ a field mouse, 
Or a ori oltet. 
ln the long grass. 4 

Another HEpita.ph0 by Louiee Driscoll is slightly leas 

"modern" in tone:-

1.-29, p.99. 4.-16, p.240. 
2. & 3.-~s reported by Erof. a. L. 

illhi toomb. Unl versl ty of Kansas. 
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tlere lles the flesh that held 
The s9irit oriooner-. 

A caged thing that rebelled, 
forced to subminist~r; 

Broken it had to be; ' 
To set its coptive f~~e. l 

' 

Edgar Lee ~aetere ha~ perhnps done the moet of any 

modern ~h.merican poet with thi epitaph as a liter~ry formQ 

~he poem a of ~~he Spoon R1 •er .~ntholoSJ" and "[Hie ·l~ew 

Spoon lU ver" are ooneei ved am "epi taphsn on the tonfb.stonea 

of tho&6 "sleeping on th& hillr. in which the life history 

of each individual is graphieally set forth in v~r11ng 

Ge,ail~ 

In another vol'tfms, t1astera has a poem called n:gp1 t&ph 
2 

for Ua". Other epitaph$ notsa in th1$ etudJ were an 
3 

".&pi ta ph for a Sa1 lor Juried ,';.tsho1 .. e n by Oharlee G ~ llli 
4 

:Roberts. '1J,,U.steJt ~Ceasle' e Jlpi taph 0 • a humoroue tretltlMmt 

by Rolman F. Day, and three ns,p1taphe11 bY Countee P. 

Cullen from the ;'>to$11ber,, 1924, v:wnber gf J'~a.~12.!~' ! 

M~ga~:i;.P-,!q One of these la.et, called ~'For a Cyniof' is as 

follows: .... 

Birth is a crime 
All men comrni t; 

tite gi~ee us time 
To atone for it; 

Death erula the rhyme 
A$ the end of it, 5 

l.-l6l) p .. 244~ 
2 •• 121. p.112 .. 
3 .... ava, p.2v .. 

3.-166. p,,31. 
4,.,"fH~. pp.67 ... e .. 



FIGUfUTIV.3 CO?~OE~TIOHS OF DEATH.. 

The fi~rative re1lressnta1,,1ox1 of death is l"a.thar 

Ohciraoteristio of modern ~ilaerioan verse writexsq It h~s 

bean a little difficult sometimes to diatingr1i~h bet~een 

!!Ji!t~~~ive paeaagss ana thoee references which wsre 

oonaidereu unQ&r the head of "Indlv1dual Conceptions of 

Deathn in Chapter !$ There has been a question in some 

instances also as to the olassifioatlon of the pa~sages 

included within thia ob.apter$ when. for example, u 

"peruonifloation" of death mo.y ~lso be arJ. '~indlvJ dual 

fignra ti ve oonoeptionvt. Since the nttrabe:t o:f d efi:ni ta 

personifications ie not as numerous a2 the individual 

figurative oono&ptions, the former have bean considered 

together irres9eetive of any connection with the latter~ 

There are m~ny mo~e instonoea of unu~nal figur~tive 

conceptions t~an oun be considered or even mentioned in 

this ohapter without the inoluaion of any oaeaa possibly 

overlapping anotlier topic a 

Various Pe~ao~fioations of Deatn.~-By many poets 

death is oonoei ved as a r'!.!!,So:q" ~ .A oonoeption w·hioh is 

more or la$s conventional ia that of death as a 

\fillard Wattles speaks of "the scythe of Death, the 
l 

rea.pern... ("An Ode for a .New Christmas") ~val t Ma.son 
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ooncei vas "the ha:rvesl.er dea'&h" a.s "abroad for his sheaves". 
l 

("The Torna.aon) 

By so~e poets death is considered as an hoetile 

peraonageo Edgar Lee Mastera in "Covington Ohunoe" 

apostrophizes death as 

Assasainl Relentlea~ Fiend! 2 

and Paul Laurence Dnnbar in "On the Death of fl - C." as 

Thou arrant robber. Death! 3 

Anne Elizabeth Chaney sps~4.S of "the tyrant Death". 
4 

{"Althos .. Olympua") 

Others have the opposite eonoept1on of death as a 

lover. George li. ~Voodberri epsaiee of "da.rK lover, Death"$ 

('h Day at Oastrogiovanni n) Uargal."St Widdemer OtA.lla death 
6 7 

0 the Last Lover" .. ("The Dar.at Cavaliern) In .,.The Stra.ager11 

Arthur Ouiterman imagines death as a ~trange youth who 
comee to the house of a maid and ~1th whom she falls in 

love. Maxwell Bod&nheim's oonaeption in "The Camp-Follower" 

is a repulsive one;. 

About us were soldiers--hordes of eoarlet 
women,· stupidly• slllilingl3 giving 
up their bodies 

To a putrid-lipped, chuckling lover--Daath. a 

1 • -11 7, p • l t.L. 
2.-122. p.244. 
3.-63, p.284. 
4.-45, p.34. 

5.-225, p.85. 
t>.-218, p.77. 
7 ... 83, p.268. 
8 • -64 t p • 2 9 • 



Edwin Markllum ref'era to death ss "the King of Players"" 
l 

( nwail of the ~'lfanderi:ng Dead"); Edgar J,ee Ma~ter~, as 
2 

•w death the di oer 11'. ("Ernest Snively" ) Witter Bynr1er1 s "I 
J 4 

Ga:uble" has this oonoeption aleo~ In "The Gray Inn" by 

Clinton Scollard Death nae " a box of eha.&:eu dice". 

Death is referred to as .,a gentle welcome guest" by 
5 

W1 lliooi ffi nt er in ''The littrbinger0 .. To Ethel Loui ee Cox 
I 0 

death is "my f'l'!end". (''Dea.th"} Other "2et.,&,9ni:f~~ation¥6" 

which are found ars "the grim old Sharkn,{"Flying Fish: An 
7 ~ 

Ode 11 by Charles '· Stork); "Knight of tl'le Sable Feathern, 
e 

( "Knigltts-liJrrant'' by S,, u. M. (?)); "Spooial Agent Death"~ 
9 

("The Postmaster" by lRobert J « Burdette); "a Oaptain I mnet 
10 

ship with0 , ("Noons of Poppy0 b»' Bliss Carman); ''the shadow 
11 

boatswain" ( Oarman: '''l'ha Shadow Boa tehtain" ) ; "the herder" 
12 

("Wings" by Herman liagedom.); "the ploughman"" {"The Laat 
13 

Furro\'V" by Edwin llarkham); "the patrolman" ft'The Helping 
14 

Hand*' by :Bdgar Lee Maatere); nthe pale ori tion ( "1\ 
16 

Scmlptor'' by Ella Wheeler Wiloox); "King Death" ( n'l'he 
lG 

Last I.nn° by Frank L. Stanton); and "the ant-lion Det£th" 
17 

("The G:ceat Oi tiatJ" by Hen.w7 Van Dyke) e 

Ooll~g-q~al F.!Jl!.t!,ti ve Allusions to Deat4,.--Thers are 

1.-113, p.25. 
2 ... 122. p .. 166. 
5.-29, p.46. 
4 ..... 1 74 t 1~ • 3 .. 
5.-223, p.96. 
6.-51, p.140. 
7.-15. p.221. 
8.-16. p.133., 
~., -26 9 p .101. 

10 .... z1, p. 9.3 Q 

11.-.Ibid,.~ p.98o 
12.-85, p,.16. 
13~-113. p.47. 
14.-119, p.120. 
15.-21~. Pell9. 
16 •• 185, p.184. 
17.-209. p.3uS. 



a number of oolloquidl ex:praf3~iono for death whicn ut'e 

figuruti ve in 011araoterQ dome of these .are found 

ocoasionu.ll3 in tn.e .J.me.ria~in ve~~e of todctty. The 00~1bo9 

oonoeptio.u of death as utha Great 0ividen or "orost.>iug 

Great Jividen ie found in a rm.mber the 

colleoti on~ of co !liboy verso by J onn .A.. ,t,omax and .l~. Ho.va.c•a 

Thorp. One poem, (by J. 11. Foley) is called "01·ost}ing tne 
l 2 0 

Div!den. nn Cowboy's ?rayer'v a:nd "Whia.teey .:B:illn also 

preeent deatn 11'1 this partionlar figure. 11alt ~1'.:ason £efex•s 
4 

to tni ::.i conceptto:n in hif.i "The Venerable i!xcusa". nod 
b 

Another colloquial expretH.Llon for de&t.a UJ 11 to ea.sh 

in''~ This lo found beveral t 1 mes d.lso.. ~rry il:en1p' a 
b r/ 

"Ca:Jhing In" ik) one imst~n1oe ~ 
6 

"Par~nersn by Berton Hruloy, 

nThe Lavvyers Kno\.-41 r.l'OO Muohn by Cttrl burg, an<i "Aft or 
9 

the Grave" by f'Jal t ~!a son also contra.in allusi onu to this 

~onoeptlon of death. 
' . 

~alt Mason utilizes one other oo 1.loqtual expre~~ion 

for death in "The Good Die Youngn: .... 

• o • ~ • too quio~ly tney turn 
up thel:r toes and slurt.u:,1er in the tomb. 10 

1.-2'12, p.55. 
2.-Ibid •• p.,46. 
J.-107. p.14b. 
4 .. -llo, Pu52. 
f;"' -2221> i!. ~':J:(J. 

{).-9~. 9.,7b. 
7.-107. p.ll)l .. 
8 • Q l 0 ~ t µ tl 85 
~L-llo, (i.93 .. 

10 .. -117' p. l? .~ ~ 
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lar~e number of figurative references to death N11i.oh miJht 

be oonside .. ~ot;l und$r this .beau. Ona of tile ruOt;t ln1usu.al of 

all of thaaa is fou.nd in Ma.xwell .Bodenhei.:a' s "Death": ..... 

I shall walk: down the road. 
I shall turn ~nu feel upon my feat 
The Kie~es of aeath like acented rain. 
For death is a blacK slave with litLle 

silver birds 
~ercAed in a sleeping wretth upon hie 

head .. 
lie wi 11 ltall .ne, r:i s voice 111,e j eNela 
~ropped into a satin bag. 
lio>f ha me.a tiptoed after rne uoiND the 

road~ 
His heart made a dark whirlpool n1th 

longing for ine. 
Than ha will ~raze me ~tth his hand~; 
And I shall be one of the sleepin~ 

silver birds 
Between the cold wa~es ot hia hair, ~s 

ha tiptoes on4 * • l 

Another very unusual conoeption is seen in the follosi11g 

~as~age, from "Songs of Deliveranoe" by Orrick Johns:-

The stron~ lover eoes not to his bride aave 
Nhen he would people nia land with sons; 

Than I, too, I go not to De~tht save it ue !or 
the labor greater than all others. 

l sha11 brea~ her with my lau5hter; 
I shall oomglete her. • • • • . 
Only tllen sha.11 Death be when I die! 2 

Ohurlee F/llarton Stork is not oatiafied with .QB! figure~ 

but weaves Cleveral to~ether in "Death-Divination":-

Death is like moonlight in a lofty wood, 
That pours pale madiO through the 

shadony leaves; 
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'Tis lil{e the W'eb that soae old perfume 
weave~ 

In a dim• loael1 room where me~or1ae brood~ 

• 9 ~ • ._ • • 

j 

· Dea th is like all sNelt),~, sense.enfolding things, 
That lift us in ~ dream-delicious trunoe 
Be3ond the flickering good ~nd ill of oh.lnoe; 

But moat 1$ Death liA:e f\tualc' s btioyant wing~; 
That 'bear the soul• a willing Gar1ymede, 
~Jhe.r~ joys on joys~ fo1·evermore ~uooend. 1 

Mablon .L. Fi~her does this also in hie sonnet, uAfterwurds": ~ 
j 

l 

..•• death is only answeri~s and r&pliea, 
The chiming of a bell which no one hears, 
The casual slanti~ of a hnlt~spent aun, 
~he soft raaeeoional of ..noise and coil, 
fbat ooveted something time nor age oun apoil; 
I know it is ~ fabric final~ spun 
Between the star~ and dar~; ~o ae1za and Keep, 
Such glad ro~anoes as we read in sleep. 2 

Carl Sandburg haa three very 1nterestir.ig fi~urea 

referring to death in ~'Death Snips Proud Men":"" 

~ • • ••• de~th snips proud men on the 
noso 1 throws a pair of dice and a~ys~ R~ad'em 
and \Yeap. 

Death sanas a radiogratn every day: ~vhen I want 
you i'll drop in~-and than one day he oomea 
with a master-Key and lets himself in and 
~aya; We'll go now.' 

Death is a nuree mother ~itb big arms: 'TNont 
hurt you nt all; it's your time now; you juat 
need a long sleep, ahild; whut have you had 
anyho~ batter thsn sleep? 3 

tiillard Nattlea alludes thus t1~urati vely to death in 

l.-162, P~20l. 
2 ~ .... 12' ' p .135 • 
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n?he Be 11 i3 of Jea th" 

Even now l hear the jingling bells of Oeath 
Riding his camel through the silent sand. 
Nearer snd ever nearer-- • • • • l 

In 116Wimul&rs" Louis Untermeyer sin15s of 

Life, an adventure perilous and gay--
Ana death, a long and vivid holiday~ 2 

3 
In "\filliam Shakespeare" Untarmeyer speaks of "the oan&.er, 

Death" w~ioh daetroya the flower of life. 

Henry A. Beere pictures death au "The Hieing of the 
4 

Curtain" at the openinf5 o:f a. play. John Go Fletcher in 

the "White Symphong" say a, 

Eaoh day is a gaunt grey rock, 
And death is the last of them all. 6 

6 
In the "Red Symphony" he refers to death aa the "rolling 

to port" of "the ship of my soul". 

Lloyd Mifflin in a sonnet. "And Rhen ~t Last the 
7 

?ortals Loomn, speaks of drinking "Ueath' s drowsy liv!ne". 

Carrie Colline Reed has a. similar thought in "'.Memories 

after Death":-

De~th beckoned me. His smile benign. 
His face in beauty ae a star 

i.-211, p.34. 
2 .... 13' p " 17 l. 
3.-205, p.13. 
4.-7, pi,123. 

6.-72, p.0011 
b.-Ibid., p.81. 
7 .-128, .P"4B. 
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Entranoed my soul-~l drar.uc his wine 
0£ psaoe und followed him aiar. 1 

1l nmnbe.r of fi6tlratl ve refsrenee:..; to dei!3th a.re found 

in ''The NeN Hulmiyat" by Conde Be.aoist E'a,llan. In ous 

place the author says, 

A:nd you and Oaath are dra~ln~ to tna tryst. 2 

TOD~Y bu~ borrows what TOMORRO~ lands 
And pays to !ESTJ£RDAY what now 1 t spentls~ 
J.:tld ueotor atill with nothin~ o! its own 
A banxru,rt in the hands of Dea th it ends• 3 

4 
Bliss Car.man in "5:he Penaioners" refer!:::l to death. as 

"a shudder o.f the soul"lt 

No more quotat1ons can be included here" Many other 
poema might be mantloned Nhioh aontain f1 0vurative 

5 
re 9raaenta ti one of death~ Jvnone these are nTom Beu tty", 

6 7 8 
"tuzu Sword ri, "The Room of Mirrors"• and "The Door" all bi 

9 
.:Ddgar Lee Masters; "All of Us" by Striol{lantl Gillilan; m:rhe 

10 11 
Real)ers" by Vlallaca Irv-tin; v'Tha Fountain" by Leroy Titus 

12 13 
~Veeks; "Chord an by M:aredi th lUoholson; 11 The Outer Gate" 

14 
by Nora ii!a:1 1.renoh; "Fatherltind" by Olii. ve Tilfo-rd Dargan; 

l.-10, p.153 .. 
2.-141, p<)9~ 
bo-Ibid •• p.10. 
4a .. 3l, p~33. 
5.-116, Pol65Q 
6.,-1229 p.58 ... 
7 .-120. p.171)., 

8.-119, J:.)91214> 
9.-80, p.,61. 

10.-9u, p.27. 
llo-214, P-127. 
12 • ...-138. pl!ll3. 
lZ.-lol. p.170. 
l411•lfit p,.l2o 
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l 2 

"The Seoret1
t by Frsderic.o:' }au.at; "Edwin ;1\rlirJclton r,obinsoi111 

~ 
by Edwin c" R~ncuq ~'flh.en Dea·tn. s Lo st tl1e ~£e1" by ~enneth 

4 
Slade ~lling; \'I April on Lhe §3a ttlefi ela:s u by Leonora 3,peyei .. ; 

L b 
atld nobli'VionM and naostelryn b4' ,utter Bynnere 

Q!!!~I. ... !r.!JI!!ra~i V!ft _Q,2_noe12!t~.--~r11ere are other 

r$ferenaee to death i.vbich are fignra ti vs in ob.araeter, 

yet are not strictly 1naluded ir.t any of the g1·ou.pt1 thuicl fac 
7 

diac.mssed. Bliss Carr:.aan in noutbonnd" plctu:rol::l death as 

Oh~mberl&. !.n HHnmani ty ano 'ti.ha 

also aoea vill 
s 

~ea". Leroy Titus iif&Sh:S 
9 

oonoaivea death as tlie e~nd of I! vo3a5e in "r{!V Ship Oomea Inu. 
10 

To Ella rVheeler t/ileoie in rr If I Should )ien death is 0 that 

ebbing tide whioh has no flow" .. 

In "A Oowboy1 s !.{usingen Artl1ur Chapman likena de~th to 

the cowboy' a horse 1tvh1Ci>. ururittingly ateps npon a nest of 

young birds:-

so mebbe thin here veatb that oompas~ea our erid 
le Just eoms blunderin' critter tnat ~oee by. 

Li~e my old hoss. una never doeu intend 
~o maKe ue dia~ ll 

Oa st n SJ.yet 

l ... lb, o.232 .. 
2.-.11. p.14~). 

3.-ua. p.so .. 
4 • -1 u t p • 120 .. 5()-za. p.loa. 
o,,-lbid., p.ol. 

7.-31, p.llu. 
8.-42, bl 0 94 .. 
9 .. -214, p.o3 .. 

liJ._.219, p.lOc. 
l l • _.,~ J' p • 14 ., 



A.a ripples widen \Vhere th.a f;;toue ie oa$t. 
So we do wane toitard tne banza of d&stb; 
AS dips the summer grdss before the breath 

Of tha west ~im.1, ao litlntl3 we are passed: l 

Paul Laurence Dunbar speaits o:f death in "Fradariok 

Douglas" thus:-

A spirit bravo has _paseaa beyona th.& mists 
And vapors that obscure the sun of lite. 2 

3 
In "Graybonrd and Goldenhair" John G. Neihurdt oalle 

dea~h na wrestler with the strangling grip". 

Figura.ti ve conoeptions of dsa th ocoui· also in "Vlhen 
4 5 

the !ride Goes Out", by Joseph 0. Liriooln, 0 0utwornu by 
6 

Bhaemae O' Shael, HLife Said to Deathft by Perey i4aoKaye n 
7 

~Harmed by ~he Soft Siolliun S4iaa" by Alfred ~. Cowles. 
8 

and "Recrituina.t1on" by Ella 'filheele:r tfilco.x. 

l.-112. p.184. 
2.-03. p.6. 
3,.""'137. p.lo. 
4.-105; p.170. 

5.-140, p.58. 
6. -112, p .137. 
7.-49, p.2., a ... 2~0. p.2u. 
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In raga.rel to the eubjeot of; 1:M1ortali ty there seeme to 

be a. general atmosphere of queetioning and doubt 1n the 

verse of the present d~yo Many writers seem to disre~ard 

it entirely. 

Autnor'a Note: There ls a seeming tendency in our 
modern life 1 to =rrve wholls in the pret5ent wi tn ap1)ar-~11tly 
no thought of any life beyond tn@ arave. Eve·n in reli?Sloue 
oirclee th.~ ttgolden street~ and pearly ~ates 11 oi' he~1ven and 
the "fiery tormen1a~n of hall hu,ve become almost things of 
the paat" so far as any outward expression i a oonoerr.1.ed ~ and 
ivi th the pas~in'5 of these ooncx·ate imngea have come vagueness 
and doubt I' or positive diabeH.ef ill ang llfe after Cleath¢ 

The idea of 1•service0 if? being emph~sised until in some 
people USOOial Servloe~ has bOOOmG U SUbStitute for reli~ion 0 
The spirit'-ot ~ement ia very well aet forth in the 
follo1Niug linee from Pau.1 1anrenao Duntwr' ~ poem "Religion":-

Take up your arms, come out with met 
L@t Heavin alone; humanit7 
Beede more and Re~ven leas from thee. 
With pity for man~ind loo~ 9 round; 
Help them to r16e-~and Heaven is founa~ l 

In its ideal form this 10."appliad Ohrist1an1ty". Divorced 
from religious belief lt is merely 9hilanthropy. If there 
ia a belief in immortality it is left in the baok~rouna~ 
either disregarded or tacitly es~umado The praeent study 
in modern Americun varse h~se I think I may say, been 
conf!:t"mator.y of the observat1one ju~t made. l h~ve noted 
such expressions on the subj aot of iifunortali ty as I have 
found, and have tried to consider them in an impartial and 
unbiasad m~nner. 
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Although a very large number of references to 

iR1nortali ty J.ra found, mt:Lny are vagu a u.nd ind afinl te, 

and no very gra~t n~~bar aro stron~ly pos1tlve ln their 

st<J tamer.it of a clear belief in ..i life besond the grave. 

The attitude of quastJ.oning and doubt in itu more 

rthope:f'ul n phase aµ~)ears in the folloning; lines fro:n 

"Flyin~ -r1sh1 A.n Ode'' by Charles Nharton Stor.K~ -

~nd I who asA,--have I a certain sign 
That these poor flight$ (whloh seemingly 

exalt 
My aou.l into .iin element more fine) 
Prove me im1nortGLl? Reason stops at fault. 
But still by hope I'm led; 
And I'll but hope the more, if hope be all, 
l~or shall e' an neath appall? l 

Sara Teasdale in °~Vhen Death ls Over" is a llttle doubtinl 

in this verse:-

If there is an1 life when deuth 1~ over. 2 

.Ethan Allen liurst ln "The Old Plant1:1tion" aslC:~, 

H,f1ll the Soul of Uan. liJ.,e.viae, go on 
:for aye? n 3 

.. • • • but all 
Our hopes and ~in5ine mueioal 
Give no long comfort, thou~h we clill5 

1.-15, p.222, 
2.-18, p.43. 

3.-9b, p.141. 



To fai tn, a.ud rouo~ our ne.'9. r•t s to sin~ 
.ti.S i! frorn haairan the soul raieht view 
On earth it~ via1ono l~ved anew; 
Forgetting that it all iij vain. 
A11d death Gi vea nothi1.ig back U$ain~ l 

2 
To June Bu1-r "heaven' e a guess" ("!l.(ettl&"). lia.rriet lionroe 

.. d.h, shall I find? ttnd sh~ll I ~a10N? 3 
( 

ls orie whose p~yirJg mill6led with rr.1y oNn 
So watohina me, beyond th.a bountJa of e~rth? 4 

0th.ex- illuetrutione 10£ th1$ t}Gneral '~ttitude mif5ht be 
6 . 0 

quot ad from '~The Set ting"', "Daritne ae" aml 11 The Tastlruony of 
7 8 

the' Suns" by George Sterling, nAt lea"' by A.rthu.c Davison 
9 10 

11oke. "Star of Achievement" and "The Snall ~nd I" by Osle 
11 

'!oung Ri oe, "l~sa:r the 2reeip1cen by Leroy Titus \!fe&.tts, 
12 13 

"Beyond" by Kendall 13anni~. '11r11a Doubt" u9 Floi·enoe 
14 

Xi per Frank. an a nThe Divine Fr1n ta syn by John Ha 11 11hf.H1 lo ck. 

A few poet~ allnde to the "inner voice" of the soul as 

a proof of i~~oriMlity. in an effort to strengthen their 

belief against the general spirit of dtmbt. Edrmmd Deacon 

Peterson in "SlE.eps She a Space?" aa.ya: -

1.-6~, p.47. 
2.-27, p.18. 
a.-222. p.34o. 
4.-216, p.84. 
6.-189, p.123. 
6.-188, p.lJl. 
7 ••lOid•e J P• 7~. 

8., ·o ~, p .100. 
9.-lbu, pp.lo-17. 

10.-lbid •• p.34~. 
ll.-214. p.lo4. 
l 2 • -10 ; p 111 l 3t> .. 
13 • -I bid • , 11 • b 7 • 
14 ... Zlf>, p.Sb. 



'3ut there's ta voice in t-hy 01rm l>raaat, 
Oh, man, thou aanst not help but heur. l 

and he goes on: ... 

th Goa from his high He11ven oon:ae do\m 
~nd made by His compellin~ voiae 

Mart1ra of saints, and all for naught?--
And rnartyretl seel."'s from blocidy ohoioef 2 

Clarence Buc~~auter Holmer has a sU5htly difterent 

conoeptio11 of this "voice of on iM:nortll.l aoul" in ".Beyond 

the Blue'': .. 

,JI. vo lee ia &11er oalling 
From far beyond the blue; 

It ia The Heavenly Father 
4ppealing there to you. 3 

The n1nner voioen epeaks to Bliae Carman i21 "Uon Omnis 

~i."here is a pfl.rt of ~na that H:.noiva, 
Beneath 1aoe:rtitude aud .faar. 
I sb&ll not perien ahen I pass 
Beyond morta.li tyt a frontier-; 4 

Edwin Markham say a 1~ "Infinite D~pths'1 i .. 

.. • .111to the silent dept.ht) of every heart. 
The Ete~na.l throws ite awful snadoN-form. 65 

b 
~nd in "'11l1e Man ilith the rtoen he spea4s of feelintS "the 

l.-147, pp.76. 
2.-lbid .. , p.7b. 
3.-11, p.11. 

4.-38, p.10. 
5. ·lli}, P•'=;, • 
o.-luid., p.lu. 



Esther Cltirk llill tv-l ~ voi eed the idea ot t1 ... a "inner 
1 

voicen ''Tb.s J.,a.nu Beyond the V"lllayH.. 1?eul I11-1j.urt.moe 

There ia a heaven. lor aver~ dRy by day. 
The u.-;,;t~ard lon~in5 ot uiv soul dot 11 tell 

me so. 2 

n. • ~ ~ ~ It tnd.t qu<ancl1leaa Soul wt thin us 
hid;i 

Wlb.ioh cries, 'Feac~-tead me not on Nine 
alone 

For to Immortal Banquets I OJ4 bi a It' n z 

~ong soma peychologieta today there is a temla:noy 

to ex:;>lain soul (minQ or oonaciou.sn$Sll1. \trhatever they ma1 

oall th·1 t SONQ Ghlng within u~ tll~t inai a ts ta.at I am !} 

ia thought to cea. sa rrl th the oeasa ti on of tha bruin tq 

o v era t$ t.Ulli i ta oYsntual dooay aft er d eat ll 11 Biologists ant 

physiologists t~n,j to regctr1 n~u1 merely as an ~nir',ial--an 

org~i3m oor.apCH3ed or oellst w1hi0b. ha~ pam~ed throue;n tan 

endless aer1&$ of stages ot development to its pr$sent 

state. Tbia materialistic tandencs finda ,little echo 

a.mong moderr1 American poets(; Ths nearest approa.oh to a 

nraubJeoti ve'' exprtt;;aion Qf it which I fincl ie the foll,nid 

L, .. 90, P~ 23 .. 
2.-63~ p.lOo., 
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God ~ay be in his heaven; I don't ~now, 
But we a :re au st o:f destiny. no moi e. 
A.nd llihen the winds of pusu..i..on cou.ae to 

blow 
LiKe duet we settle down upon the floort 
i.illd than the houeemJ.id ooruui:a iuto the room 
.d.rH) drives ue forth w"/lth deft ant.1 Duey 

oroo1n. l 

3everal definite 0 ob,jeotive" etatemettt~ of this muterialistio 
~ 

teJ:!d enoy arc found, notably in n:sefore-- 1\nd Then" by 
5 

StrioJtland Oillllan, f'larael Gobin!" by Edgar J.,ae Masters, 
~ 

and uThe iuy to 2aradisen by liichKrd ,1. !!oCu.rtnep • 

.1!1xistence of f3o~4?!_~ore Blrth.--rlord~worth in hi8 

"Ode on the Inti 1utt tj on.e 0£ Immortuli ty From the Hecollecti ens 

of ~arly Childhood n concei vee the Soul as havi1J.g had ar1 

\ndividual existence before th1~ life. 

The Soul that rissa Nith us, our llte'a Star, 
Ruth elsewhere had its setting. 

iwd oorneth from afar. b 

Thia thought finda .t.1:n oooa~iorml euho in modern A:rasrican 

verse. Thero seams to be a su~~estion of it in lilisa 

For I remembered li~e a dream 
How age~ ainoe my ~pirit flamed 
~o weur their guise una dance aith 

them. b 

7 
Jl/itter Bynner's "huina'' contains a hint of this idea ~lao. 

i ... r1. p.l~J. 
2. -80. p. l'l ~. 
~i II -l 2B. p. 304 • 
4.-12J, pp~ll2-llJo 

5.-3.A. p.o65. 
o.-36t p .. n). 
7.-2~. p.7b. 



Alfred ~. O(Hflea in n (JS Joie 

l kno~v tns t death ia but a cull 
Back to the place from whence we 

oarna; l 

·rne idea of .m eJ:ieten~Je of ~oraa l:t.i.t1d before thi1$ 11fe 
2 a 

is exprettSG.eJ also ln "Vo1asa at ti1e Vsll" and "Argosieen by 
4 

Cale Young : ioe and "The Unborrln by F~nnle Stear.na ~viu. 

:in a. continued f e of 

tbs individua..L ttfte.c dentb 1s expressed. Often there .Lti 

given a t but ~ometi~ea there is merel1 the tament \or 

even just a bintJ of a belief in person&l 

all of the illustratlve passages oan be oonsiderenl he.re._ 

~lies Carman itS ~u:aoni:£ the poets ~v:bo aeetll certain of 

their belief in a Q!rJ~.O~J. existence afte1· death 1n Nhieu 

wa kl.tiall aH~ot and .raoogni ze our loveu ones who aa ve "goue 

before 91 • One e.Jtpre~aion of th.at belief 1~ seem ln "After 

School'':-

,1,n,d t 11sz·e oeside tue (>uan door, 
ln a lar~e country dim unJ cool, 
her waiting smile shall hdtlr ~t last. 
'
1fiothe1l. 1 am come home from sohool." 5 

John Vanos ~heney in "By anJ Bi" seeutu :dure that 

1.-49. p.78. 
2.-luo, pp.llo-117. 
3.-Ibid. 0 p.44~ .. 

4 .... 57. P~4~ .. 
t_, .-~3, ~L lJ7. 
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At last. somewhere, aome hap~y da3, 
The bli 1.iti; \,1i 11 rounu u a 11 e. l 

11VY loved ones :in glory still wa1 tlng 
for me. 2 

~•lief in j oontinuad individual axletenae ~!tar death 
3 

iu sxpre:..;...ed also in ''Golden Days•• and '''At Rest••~¥ by Jlurenoe 

Duomaaater Solmer. The atanzu below ia from the lutter 

poem: ... 

.But remember aha atill loves tnee 
Better now than e'er before, 

And her spirit watches o'er thee 
From th;it sweet and holy uhore. 4 

A glimpse of aenry Van Dyke's oellef in lm&o~t~lit3 is 
6 

seen ln 11Hide and Jeek" and it1 f~Bendezvous''. The fol Loiiving 

linaa are from the last named pee~:-

A thousand aooidanta control 
our meot1ne nsro. Clasp hunu in .tu1nd, 
And swear to ~ue e t •iGe l n t.b.a t la. rid 

rfb.ere frienda hold converse soul to ~oul~ o 

Qther illustrations mi~ht be VLn fl'Om .,Tho .v1ntec· 
7 8 

£lights at ~1ome'~ and 1'The Light Keeper 0 by Joaepb ;. 
f:J 

Lincoln. t"Jn the !.life Be;yond u by George ,.a.ns1r1g hdymond. 
10 

r1 som&\t1iru.~·rA, ;0£.1e Day" by lara Beaumont r:ennedy, "De :Hiuber 

1 • -46 t i) • o , 
2 • -84 • p .. 1 7 • 
;;. ... 11, i;.b3. 
4.-lbid., g .. b. 
b.-~HI, p.319. 

o.-Ibid., f:).bl4. 
7.-l05t p.155. 
8, .... Jbid .. , p.lu7. 
9 .. -lb3, 0" 20~).. 

10.-100, p.35. 
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l z 

ob IJife" bg Ben .Kii:.g, "Shigo 
3 

turni.ti.g Hrnnen by lilax li:ilrman.p, 

''The Great Aclventtirett by William Kimberly Palmer$ 0 The 
4 b 

Lonely Old Fella rt' by Edgar A. Quest. "Good Cheer" by 
b 

lUlfrid Earl Oha$et' ".After 
7 

Death 11 by .1£thel Loniae Cox. 

"Friend Soul" by Robert H. 
8 

Schaufi'ler ar.1.d ''liumani ty nnd the 

Sea'' by ·JU ll Chamberlain. 

~t'fp1::~l_L~:f'.~_5;h~rough:_ Christ. --The Chriati~.n oonoeption 

of eter.wal life through Christ appears in moJern American 

verse, 'but not very frequently~ Less tha:r1 a score of 

referenoee to this conception of immortal! ty were r1oted in 

the entire study. One of the olearest expressions of 

Christian trust is found in "I .im So Glad to T.rust in Him" 

by Ethan Allen Hurst:" 

I trust in Him aa my alterrl21ti ve, 
!l!o v:mom nv eonl and life I gladl3 gi vs .. 
lie gave me ~--B.e died that I mi~ht 

11 vel 9 

and another in Joyce Kiltaer• a "d'ennies": -

Nhat is the key to iverlasting Life? 
A blood-stained Cross. lO 

Grace Fallow Horton in ".Debts"' says:-

To Jesus yield your life (he save his for you.; ll 

1$-102, p.12.3. 
2 .. -05, p.40 .. 
3.-142, p.7:J. 
4 .... e2. p.aJ. 
5.-44, (no pagingJ 
'6.-ul, p.lb3. 

7.-172, p.23. 
8.-42, Po~4. 
t'.-95, p.116. 

10.-101. p.17~. 
ll.-13~. p.44. 
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For i"ll:uortality ia yourM, 
"The Lord is rieen"--rajoice! rejoice! i 

Otha.: .. poets who refer to thi~ oonoeptlon of irn:io1~tality 
2 

ara ScLvarJ Olarenca Farne..;rnrth ( 0 Tne Creative Word" J, Hz.ar't'iet 
I 3 

Monroe ("The '!rhief on the Croaa 11 J • Ed~ar 1se l.!usters ( nTlie 
~ 0 

Gospel of ~arit"), Ben King ( n~i ttin' Inter Shape"}, Conde 
6 

Benoist Pallan ( n.Amaranthusn}, Robert Haven Sobau:ffler 
7 

( n.marth' a Esstert' J • Rioh~rd McaCartney {"The Rome for a a 
Evermoren) and ("Behold 'in Clouds of Glorytv J. and Bliss 

10 
Oar.mun ( nFrom at: Old1 Ritual" j. 

Ooemio ... )mmortali ~z.--There ia a school of thi.nis:ers W'ho 

oonoei ve of it!lu1ortall ty as a relibsorpt.tOtl of the Soul of' mein 

into an Over-Soul (the lnfini te J with loa"3 of all i11di vi dual 

ee~SO,!J#':llli 1?.l:. "Lost ln the lnfini te ! n an aoquain ta nee of tha 

writer has exclaimed, almout with r~pture. Thia llne of 
I 

thought nae heid some vogue in i.de philoaophlcal .Jforld durin6 

the later nineteenth and during the present centurs in the 
I 

philosophy of Bergson. and h~s reoeived aooaptanoe from some 
Ohristiau teaohera. 

In Ber~son' s 0St1~eam of Lif a'' the il'HJi viun ... ll 

oonsoiousnees (or Soul} is, as it «ere_ a ripple on tne 

1 • -124 I P • 4 5 • 
2 .. -osa. p.50. 
3 • qoa b;; ~ p 4 124 • 
4~ .. lbid •• t7>.l'/O,, 
5.-102, p.3. 

6.-141, µ.ob'° 
7.-lu.2~ p.170e a ... 12a. p.os. 
9. -!bid•' p. •77 G 

10.-33, p.080 
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over·-~1oi1l id the con<rnption of n s1,ailar tyya of miud. 

i.lr:uh vidw·1l. Oxrn m.t!St be 2ornov1hat phllosophioally i t1alinetl 

to see any choice bettfeen "u.bsori?'tlou into tho lnfini ta 0 

with loa~ of individuality, and the blank oblivion 0£ the 

grave w.a.ioh the .nateriallBt asr.mrre us is the aud of life. 

Perhaps baouuse poets ace seldom philosophers in the 

s~rictest sense. 1this ooncaption of "cosmic imJortality" 

ia rare in the eld of our .Lnvest.lea::1t1 on. There i~ some 

doubt in the rllind of the present ~rir.ci ter as to W.tle"Gh-:.r the 

interpretations of the paasai&B noted ure~ in all oases, 

the ones i:nte.ad~d by the authors. The following p&bb&~a 

from "Tha D1j 21g eunthel~t" { llenr;v Ao Beer~ J mi~ht ba a 

vereifio~t~on of Bar~aonidn 9hilo~o9n3, almo~t 9 thou~h 

perhap~ it RS.a :not so intended by the autnor:-

But I, who lie upon thi& bed 
In mortal ~nguish--whut om I? 

J.;. wuva that risGtJ 'llvith a brec-.. tb 
Above the infini ta 'vVa tery :)l~in 9 

To foum md opar~le in tne ~un 
A noment ere 1 t zh1K a.g.uin.. l 

Thia oonception ~of cosmic im.,11ortali ty seems to bia a 

characteristic one w1 th Ni tter Byuner.. The ncosmio 

1.-7, p.116. 
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immortali ty0 wh:f oh he dasi ~eo aeema to be rathEu· an 

absorption in N~ture than in a Spiritu~l Being; In u poem 

Ana then my~elf to enter in ~nd be 
With hill and field and root, part of 

the breezet 
Moes for a violet. sap of the trees~ 

Enough of will, enoutlh of destlny. l 

2 3 
There ariJ hints of this taalna idea in nThe God r·, "The Wave" 

4 
and ttl V1:1ni ~11° by the eama author. Another expression is 

b 
found in the poet!l nAvilan bi the poeit-philoso1:>t1er 1 George 
Santayana. .r.ed;:;ar 1ee 1-tastere in °My Light Ni th tonr$ 0 a~ys, 

Nhen the desd ttorld alou-1ly spinning 
Drifts and falls through the void--
Ml light •ith yours 
In the Li~ht of Liehts foreverl o 

Other lesB definite expresniona of the "cosmic" 
7 

conception of innortali ty are seen in "Growth" (Robert Ii. 
8 

Sehauf!ler J, "The Parable of the Leaven'' (Edwora Ola.renoe 
9 

Farnsvvorth J • "The Tid 1ngs to Olaf" (Bliss Cann.au) t nThe 
10 ll 

Rhythm." a.nd tt'The t~Ughty Mothar 0 (George .ill. \'\'oodbar.cy J, 
12 

"The Poet Oons1ders Those ifho Know l~ot Their Soul1;;1° 

(Shaem.as O'Sheel), 0 The Great Buddha of Kanakura to tbe 

1.-28, p .. 6:l. 
2.-29, p.99. 
3.-lbid. t p.4. 
4.-Ibid., p.u9. 
5.-171. p.98. 
o. -120. n '1 l ~o. ( &, 15 • p .117. } 

7 .. ~l 78, f) .47. 
a.-ba, p.58. 
9.-32, p.8J. 

10.-225, p.9711 
11.-224. p.124. 
12.-140, p.5~. 
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1 2 
Spnit1xH {Cale .ioung ~j ce: fl ''The Sultan's i!sla~en LU~n 

3 
s eega.r ) , (; nd ft Dea th tt (John Va:nce Cheney} ., 

J,..:nmoJ; ... ~~~~~s5h: J!~Il!!~ --.&.nothar aonoeption of 

ir.uncn .... !;o li ty >;1niah i ~ f ou:od oooaaio1l;i lly aruon6 moderi1 ve1·se 

writers is l;hJi.t of t:;he immort:;;lity of .tame o.Cb.leved tl1rouf5b 

Unterrn.eyer~ o HfJalf in ri:arneat 0 illustra.te t,he idea I <Jlsh 

to cotnrey:. 

The fli,t_;nt of ,"'lges. the ~~rad a of ys::lrs~ 
fill S&ntly p3US ~8 by; 

ti,or bu.rie1 thou5h I be., I Ot:.trti·ot dle--
I shall asoapa the death-bed' a .flnal fe!.L:fBe 

Ifreah wl th. each ~Enlo.ration• k> l~v1 sh preise 
~1 wor~ and I shall groN 

Until at last the wo.elJ of men Nill .r.:now 
The livins magic of these deothleus lay~Q 4 

Battle~ nor songs o$n lroru oblivion sava 9 
But Fame ugon a white deed loves Lo build; 

b'rom ovt t.hut cup of w&ter Bidney ~ave, 
Bot one Jrop haw been spilled. 5 

His daysi; his deeds stanJ shining rou.a.d him 
now .. 

1 .... 157' p. 307. 
2 ..... 170~ p.01. 
3 • -4 v ~ p .. l 7 !L 

4. -20b, p.1bu. 
;J 6 - lf"" b ' i) " 2 7 0 
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,t\ga.indt auoh gu!trds what power hast thou!> 

O Death? l 

Imrao:rtalit1 through fame l.S referred to also in nAfter 
2 3 4 

Us 0 (~alt Ma.son}; "At Phaedra's Tomb" anJ non .Bu..ciul Hill" 
() 

(Bliss Carrnar.d • ttt\eaohylus'' (Odle lottn6 Riced, 0 Jamet> 
~ 7 

7h1 toomb Rile3n (MA;ty .H'ri?Ut uonver~e J. and "Gayheart'' (Dana 

Burnet} 11 

Sqo!~~rtnli u .. --The conoepcion of "SOOifJl 

immortJ.lit.r,. 0 of ~\fhich Ua_orge ~llot was a noted axpor1ent. 

h~s but arnull pl~ct ln the field of tul~ invastL~ation,. 

Only four rater~noes •are noteJ in the entire study~ Bolden 

1,. Whi toomo seems to have something of this idea in ".An 

I believe in the emigrant dying alone, 
Lost from the caravan orosaiag the 

plains; 
I believe in the mansion his grandchildren 

own 
He lives and attains. 8 

George Santayana in a "College Drinkine Sont;i n sines: ... 

tfhen we are ~sleep beneath grey stone~ 
Our childrenva livaa a~all repeat our own, 
For the light ramdina though the daya be 

flown. 9 

In "Youth' a Immorta.li ty" ( altSo oy Santayana J the idea. of 

le•Su, p .. 12bo 
2.-11?, p. 
3.-32, p.o3 .. 
4. -.J~), P~41. 
5.-lbo, p.5o. 

o.-48, p.4b. 
7,.-20. p,lOo. 
811-217 1 p&Glo 
~11-l?l 11 Qtilu8,, 
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socit1l imrnortal1 ty ap!)eu cs iNl bhout any menti0n of 

li!dgar Lee 

;.rban Dauth gather~ up our ashes 
dlld our aorry shades depa~t, 

Lo, llife' e fli:'iae., rekindled. flatohoa 
From. another mortal heart, 

/ill.d Death turns about~ derided 
By the Life he &ould deride~ l 

stars seems to have a hint of this l~tter 

conception in his "Hymn to the Oead". 

So do tne spirits of those Jeparted 
Eu~ich our $011 of lila 
~1th delights. ~lsdoma, purest hoµs~. 
~nd shape$ of beuuty. 2 

OonV. t,~onal-1Q.r Aos.,uirad l_~.gJ,·tall tz if--Matthew .ttrnold 

in one of his sonnets and in °Bugby Chapel" and "Empedooles 

on .v~Btr1a" has the oonoeption of a .teind of noon<li tionti.l" 

immortality. That lS, he seems to ht;:ivs believed tnat only 

those indi"tidutils ·ihO have. oy ·their aarthla lives, 1111.lde 

thamsel vee "indiagensa.bleu to the uni verse ·Nould uch.ieve 

immortality. sl. fS'vi moderrl .ilJnerican _poet a flllu.de to ci. 

shu.1~ r oonoe p ti on 

Edgar Lea Masters says:-

Iramortality is not a gift, 
Jm.~o~tal1ty is an ~chievement; 
And only those wno strive m1~htily 
2hall posses~ it. 3 

L. -1 71 fJ Ji " 233 ~ 
2.-lZli P118. 
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No other dlreot statements ~ere found,, Thsrd i~ ~ nint of 
1 2 

the same ide~t in nJoseph DirOJ:J" (ulso by l\fa~eter13 ;. ",Ll.fer• 
3 

by .Leroy 'J'li tus /Gf.H;rot rwhat of the Mo1•uing" by Glenn :lard 
4 5 

D.eesback~ ,:md nMaktoob u e!.nd n J,,i et>estod n by Alau :Jer:.gar 

f.m~$est tha.t these poetki are inolined ton(;i,rd a belief ix:t 

"oor1di ti ow.il i j.imortd 11 tylf,, 

9rominsnt in Hindu philosophy ~nd celidion& le foun~ inn 

few instafl.ce~ in rnod srn ,unerio ... u1 versa" •NhetiH:J.r this the 

resuJ.. t of the infusion of HinJu thought in recent years J 

cannot say. It seems at least possi ole that suoh [nay be 

Hei.aoarnation find the aoi asptHHi (tf "cosmic im.no-rtnllty" 

are easily oonnaoted, and the two ideas oaour together in 
0 The Dyiu~ iuntheistn o:r Henry A Beers.. The stanza below 

follows the one quoted on page 103:-

:i:'he eternal undulation runs: 
A man I die: perohanoe to be. 

Next life a white-throat on the wind, 
A daffod1! on Temple's lea. 6 

7 
Cale Youn~ Rio a i!l "Voices at the Veil" exprea~es a 

oonoaption of nrei.noa:rnation" of the souls of thoae wl10 

ha tre dieJ in other indl vidualr:& at birth. In uGodspeecPv {by 

1.-118, µ.2u2. 
2.-214. p.110. 
3.-62. p .. 75. 
t~"-176, p.142~ 

Go-lbitL • p .. 1590 
u~-7, s-).116. 
7. -luo, µ. llv. 
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Ja11e BelfielJ). a dialogue bet«osu tile soul and the nody 

. .. • • • I ~o i.com w.nenc e I crune, 
Perona.nee to bloom a~ain, or if required & 

:nlen tim$ la ripe, to house another ~oul. l 

.u.Jgar Lee ::aatero sveuks ot ntr1e next inC1..\t"lla ti on" ir1 n Na.rren 
2 

Swinburnel', but it la a diffic.n11·t matter l;.0 jud50 tl1e amount 

or nsub.jecti vi tyu l;"Jhioll enters into the objecti va form of 

the "Bpoon River" epitapha. 

tlilliam A.lsxanaer 'r?eroy t:Hiiems to ha \fe s.omething of the 

~nd wou1d it not be proud rom~nce 
1!1alling i11 soma ouoou..re udT1ance 
To rise. a poppy .. field of Franc.H;;~( 3 

Retu~n ot the Dead to Ear~h_~--Cl) ~he most common 

conception in this connection is that of t1~hosts." or 

haunting spirite~ Sam Walter Foes haa a poem oalled "The 

Choat ot John Gear'~.. The follo~ving lines are illustrs ti ve 

of the gener~l plan of the poem;. 

In his cof!in-bad John Gear lay dend, 
But John Gear•a ghost stood near; 

~nd the olere,,r.aan talKed at the funeral, 
And the ghost bent lo"' to hear: 4 

idea o! the Sf>irl ts of the dead returnind to eurth dud 

141·121 P~14lc 
2,,, ... 121.., P~ 211 ~ 

3.-lo, p .. 22Q 
411-74, PslJ. 
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existing na:.lr the living) are Fred ~"!.Ber sorJ. Brooks ( "The 
l 2 

Skeletonf· and m.rhe Ghost of an Old Continental n j 1 Harry 
3 4 

Kemp ( n'The Ride" } • Joyoe l{ilmer {*'Dave I.ailyn ) • John V. A. 
5 

Weaver ( 11 Ghoatu j • Mary Baker Eddy ({'Lines on Via! ting 
6 

Pine Grove Cemeteryn ), Richard J. UaOartney (nA Soldiers• 
7 

Cemetery in the '&"torest tt ) , liernv~n Hagedorn 
B 

C'1The Ghoi.:rt~~ ) • 
9 

and Vachel :t,ind say (''What the Ghoat of ths Gt\rtibler Said'* anti 
I I 10 

i'Abr.lhata Lincoln, l'.'ia.lks st Midni~ht~t ) • 

( 2) Several eingult&r oon.oeptions of nreturned splritn 

exi stenoe war~ found. one of tnase 1 s Vance Thompson• s .,In 

liroadway":-

I walk in Broadway to and fro 
Nith the taciturn 5host of ~dgar Poe. 
Girls idle for us when tha lights 
Are red on the pavements there o' nights~ 

• • • • • "' 0 .. 

But we mock them, pacing to and fro--
I ana the ghost of Bdgar Poe. ll 

Vachel .Lindsay nae the conception of 0 Ghosts in Love":-

"Tell me, where do ghosts in love 
Filld their bri dnl veils'(" 

• • • • • ' * 

From the tree of ~.~emory. 
'Tis there the gho~ts that fall in 

love 

1.-21, p.102. 
2.-Ibid~, t?·lu2. 
3 • - 9 9 t t) • 9 • 
4.-101. p.22b. 
5. -21~3. p.1~. 
6.-04. p~b'l. 

7.-123 0 p.12o. 
8 ... 11&,, p.23. 
9.-lOo, p.24o. 

10 .... Ibid ... p.b&. 
11.-201t p .41. 
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~ind their bridal veils~" 1 

Perhaps the moat aingul&r of all is the conception found 

in liarry Kemp's 0 Ha Did l1ot Know"i .... 

He did not knoa t~lt he was dead; 
He walJted along the oro,Arc1ed street, 

Smiled~ tlpped hls hat. nodded hia heJd 
To hie friends he chanced to meat. 

Then he remembered that black night 
And the great shell-burst~ wide and red. 

The sudden plunging into light; 
And knew that he was dead. 2 

(3} The modern cult of spiritucilism has in reoent 

years bean receiving oonaiderable notice. It lm~ xeoeived 

the indoraament of a number of apparently asrioua"""minded 

men and woman, although its findings hava reeaived no 

oredenoe in the soientifio world, and ruany so-oalled 

"mediums" have been shown to be merely olever 11 i"a.kertl'' ~ 

Some of ths most 'bonv1ncing'' claims of communi oa ti on vri th 

the spirit world ooourred during the vorld Nar.. .But the 

added impetus Nhioh apirltuali~m received at that time aaame 

not to h~ve oeen mir~orad in the ver~e of ~ha period to ans 

extant. Four references repraoent the findinga of this 

study on the subject. Oallsoe Irwin ha3 a satirical 

tret.ltmant in a humorous vein ln "'The Rail of o. Vaary Spookn: .. 

"My duty is to answer oalls 
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For many medituns, 
To nightly vieit public halla 
To tumble chairs and tap on walls 

And play on horna and drmua, 

"To enter seanoas and meet 
Nith folte I do not KnoN, 

And when my busineaa they entreat, 
In spectral Whispers to repeat, 

1 I am your brother Jo!' l 

George Santayana treats the subJeot satirically also in 
2 3 

"The Poet1o i-ledium". "Zilpah Marshn by ;idgar Lee Masters 

ia the "epi ta.pl>." of a spiri tualiatio "medium0 
Cl ''The 

4: 
Poltergeist" by Harry Kemp ~s another poem concerned with 

spiritualism. 

Conoe2tions of the fut_µre Life.--(1) Extended 

daeoriptiona o~ heaven or hell, such as we find in Dant& 

and Milton, are not found in the American verse of today. 

Indeed there are no "attempts" at a aesoription aorthy of 
' The tru.di tional heaven, with 1 ts golden st.rests 

and pearly gateo, its oryst~l ~en. it~ Nhite-robed 

inhabitants with their harps and cvowns,livind in eternal 

bliss in the fellowship of God and the angels, appear~ not 

in any one detailed picture, but rather in u oon~iderable 

number of allusions {or references} to one or more of these 

"traditiorlal" idea.a in oonneotion with the future abode of 

the soul. 
b 

In "A ~Voma.n'a l)asire" (R. lf,. GilbertJ heaven is a 

i.-9ui p .. 35. 
2 •• 17 9 p.1~9. 
3.-118, p.2b4. 
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place 1tVhere one t~oas to meet his fri ands "beside the oryst&l 

sea", in "a garment all of ~vhita". Margaret it}. Sanaater 

in "The Old Churoll" speaks of 

.. • .. .. t ha 01 ty whose walla are jasper. 
whose streets are paved Wltn gold~ l 

2 
In "Our Loat" she a.lludea to heGven au our "home o'er tll.e 

rlver of rest"~ This conception of heaven as the desired 
3 

haven after the dark voyage of death appears a.li:;O in "Peace" 
4 

(Mrs. Sangster}• nI Saw An 1J.ngel Standing in the 3un" 
b 

C li1lliam Bose Benet), "A Song of Hope" ( .FreulK ""'• Stanton J 
0 

and 'tThe Un.ttnown Shore" (Cale X'onn& H1oe i. T~e oonoeption 

of heaven as the "home" of' the aoul is found also in ";1n 
7 

Old !!an• s :in:using" (Frank i.. Stanton J • 

·Vi l.frid .illa.rl Chase ("Good Chea?'"} spea&s of heaven a.a 

a pl~oe Nhera 

.•••• ye sh~ll livo again. all free 
'From ma lndy; trJh.dl l Know aterni1l ~1 oykj 
That nothing. nothing. nothin~ can withhold, 
Shall see God faoe to face; shall tharuc him 

from 
?our hearts for every hideona hour spent here 
In this retreat. 8 

A whimsical childish raaotion to the traditional 

conception of heaven is found in the !ollowi~ stanzas from 

"Heaven" by Josephine Dodge .na.~.u.un (Mrs. Bacon): .J. 

1.-170, p.157. 
2 .... Ibid., p.llb. 
3.-Ibid., n.134. 
4.-9. p .. 38. 

5.-184. p.olb3. 
o.-lou. p.loo. 
7. -184 t p. lb. 
s.-44, (no page). 
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She says that when we all have died 
irte• ll walk in white thei.·e (then sbe cried i 
All free from sorro~. sin u:r.ul o~re--
But I'm not sure I'd 11Ke it there~ 

She cannot tell me what we'll do, 
I couldntt sing the ghole da3 through: 
fhe aµ3els might not eare to plau, 
Or else I might n't like their way. l 

ID "}fhtlohi aetlek Jones• s Modern Tbank.sg1 vingt' (Sam 

Walt 0r Foss i, 

The apiri t of ~Jelahi zsdek Jones roanied through 
the fields of light. 

~al~ed o•er the City's golden stone3 by rivers 
ot delight; 2 

• • • • • a region far above our own, 
\fhere all aoule live for one and one tor all, 
And each finds full companionship with God. 5 

~ • • ~ ~ ~ p a Oold~n Towri where 
golden houoae are. 4 

Other poems in 11&ttloh there are allusions to 

"oonve?.rtional n aspect a of neaven are Pl~nta.tion Ditt7" 
6 f 

anci n!he 01& Pine Box" (Frank L. Sta.ntonJ, "Roa4 Song" 
C Josephine Preston Peabody (Hrs" lvietr!t:S J), "Jimu (Joseph 

9 a. Lineoln)., •ifarps in Heaven" (Vachel 11ndsa7i. and 
10 

"The M&n from New York StuLe" fs. E • .taserJe 

1.-65, p.60. 
2.-74, p.87 .. 
3.-l!i3, p.27~. 
4.-101. p,121. 
5.-183, p.,17tL 

& .... 185, Pefil. 
7.-143, p.15. 
B~·lOfJ 0 p.187 .. 
9.-106. p.288. 

10.-103. PP~74-7bQ 

5 
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There are not ns m~ny deeorip~ions of (or allusions 

to) hall as there are of heaven. Moat modern poets seem 

to be able to get along very well Nithout a hell in their 

aonoeptior1a of the future exlstenoe of the soul. Tb.ere ia, 

howeveu: • one instanoe in which the po ~t' s irruagil1 a. ti on of 

hell 'xoeeds in elaborateness an7 deseription of th~ 

conventional heaven found. Thie is "The Hell-Bound Train", 

one of the poems in the oolleetion of "Songs of the cowboys" 

by W~ Howard Thorpo The following stanmaa are typical of 

the entire poemt• 

A Texas cowboy la1 down on a oar roorn floor. 
Having d~unk ao muoh he could drink no more; 
so ha tell e,sleep with a troubled brai11 
To aream that he rode on a hell.bound traino 

. . . ~ ~ . . 
While the train ruahed on at an awful pace. 
~he sulphurous fumes soorohed their handa and 

face; 
~ider an~ wider the country grew. 
As faster and faster the engine flaw. 

Louder nn4 louder th~ thunder oraahed. 
iAnd brighter and brlgntar the l1~h·ten1ng flashed; 
dotter and hotter tne air became. 
Till tbe clothes were burnt from each quivering 

frame11o 

And out of the distance there arose a yell, 
0 .IIa, ha", saia the Devil, nwe• re nearing hell t" 
Then. oh, how the paaaengers shrieked with pain. 
And beg;~ed the Devil to stop the train, 1 

Vachel tlndsay'a hell in these lines from "The Congo" 



i a tne old-!r.:J. shi uneJ A.lnd:""" 

Li~ten to the sell of taopold'a gno~t 
Burnin~ in l:iell .f'Ol' his hand-n.mlmecl 

host. 
Hear ho.1 the d emoma ahuok.le and yell 
CuttinB hie hand0 off, dotJn in Hall. l 

Rall is ni.,ha Rot l'laoe" to Holmiin F. 1}:;.y in "The Stoolt in 
2 

judt,,"ment a-re uttmally fount! ln ool'mecilon Ni Lrh "trau1 tion,..1.l" 

ooaoeptions of heaven and hell~ In all of the references 

~o hell juet no~ed above, the idea of puniallment for evil 

done in 'this aurthly life ia outsi.£1r.i.dinJ., Othor i!leta.nces 
3 

are seen in ,1 Unole Ba than'~ 111o·c1on'~ ( Ui"wn VJa teruit.in} a.nd 
4 

"The Outl!lwn (Richard Hovey). 

The Pmod a1•r.tn a t"ti tu de toward !..!11. antl eterna 1 

punishment is eiven objeotjvs expression ln ~J5ur Lee 

Lis i:;en, you in.fie] els emu .P-3.n'thel st~. 
lUl(i maudlin een'Liman1mlis'Ls~ 
~alki118 a God of love; 
And saying that man. as bau as he is, 
;voul<l never orea. ta eternal hell, 
So how could a Oo<l of love do eo, 
AmJ doom to erLen."lldl puniuhment 
The ~retched children of men? b 

The conception of heavon aw a place of rew1ard :for 

1.-lOo, p.180; 207, p.100. 
2. -59, p. 37 fl 
3.-210, i:).149~ 

4.v»~.fo. p.41.i 
5.-l22t p.~3u" 
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riJhtaous li vlng is less o!ten opsnly exprel.:'.t:;;ed Lhun the 

coni0aption of' ete:r.11.al puu1sllment for the w101'.ed,. In the 

referanoeo to heaven Jihioh havo oeen oownJsred it is 

l 

hia coneept1011 0£ ilea.vent> In RQ 311 Gilbert• a "The Sentineln 

the warder at haaven9 b gute questions:-

sa3s: 

n 1Vho.t is your trac10 11 uml W11at hU\.'6 JTOU 
ru0d0 

To clarit s hone on hignt~ 2 

• 41 "" • • • 

Unto what ~oftl '~'le ohose of two 0 .--

If false to llell; to lie~van if true. 3 

Only a fs~q allnsi ons to a "fi.au.l ju.d5me11t" were found., 

Str~nge ~sit may seem, t~1e most definite (and conventional) 

ex1H•ession~ ~11th rafarenoe to the Judginent Da~; apQear in the 

li ter.;:i.ture o:r tile cowboys. In the "prim! ti ve" mind of the 

c:o·~~boy the oonceptio11 in ull the poems noted is t~t of a 

n1ast great round-up,,. One poem is anti tlea "The Great 

i.-140. p.ss. 0~~147 1 p&5?. 
£"...,78 9 p .. Go,, 
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Rouni.1-Up". "1a quota th.e :folloNing lines: -

Yet I trust, in the last great round-up, 
//hen the riders shall aut the big herd~ 
That the oowbosa shall be represented 
In the e~rm~rk and orand of the Lora; 
To be shipped to the bright mystic regions 
Over there in green pastures to lie~ 
And led bJ the crystal atill waters, 
In thst home of the sweat b3 and 09» l 

Other illu~trationa ahowing a similar thought might be 
2 3 

quoted f:roa1 "The Oowboy at Church" 0 "The Co.frbo3' s Dream" 
4 

and 0 0owboy' a Salva ti on Song". 
6 

Olinton Scollard in "The Vu le of ~hudoss" speiaA.s of a 

"reok:oning da7n for those who were l."eaponsible for the 

outbreak of the world war. Leroi Titus Wee~s, just 
cj 

mentlons ''the Jedgmen t Jay'' in "All 'At's Out• s in lt.,ree". 

{3) As in the consideration of the subject of death. 

so ·•i th the oonceotions of 1Mmorta.l1 ty. there ara a nv.mbe1"' 

of referenoea which may be classed as "individual 

conceptions". Certain modern ver~& writar~ seem to reserve 
the right to construct tbeir own °heavenn 9 an<l(in rare 

inatanoes), hell, although usually in these peculiarly 

modern expression~ hell has no place. 

The followirig passage from Salt ~ason'a "The Better 

Land" baa a flavor both mp~er~ and American:-

1.-202, p.77. 
2.-lbid., p,,334 
3o -Ibid., p .41. 

4.-3~. p.31. 
5.-54, pp.227-8. 
o • - ~U-fc • p .. 34 '" 
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nhare tears and woe are done ~~ay; 
there shining hosts in fields sublime 
are playing baseball all the time. 
and there ( v1here no one ever sine J 
tne home team nearl3 always Nina. l 

Roy Helton. in "Outcasts in Beul~h Land", gi vef.1 us one 

of the most extensive "adventures" into the future life 

found in modern 1'.Wlerioan verse. The f olloiving stanzas Rill 

give a hint of the general tenor of the poem~ which 1a of 

eome length;-

There ia a barren mEH'ido~1 in this land-· 
a gaunt plain, little kno~n to Revelation. 

On ahose bleaK stones Death's awestruck 
thousands stand 

Uneasily a«aiting Ood's damnation: 
Until, when many days still find them so. 
Their aonaoiences recover and o£f they go. 

• • • • • • 

A fe• there aere both ahoCAed and reverent. 
But on the whole the mortals stlll seemed 

mortal: 
The same old human p~ijsiona still unoent: 

2ride in Death~e preaeno~~-prlde beyond 
Death's portal: 

The minute•s difference small change had 
made: 

~he bold ware oalra--the tim1d wept and 
pra3ed. 2 

Edgar L~e Masters has an unusual, though not very 

definite, conception of heaven in nneaven Is But the Bour'';-

Beaven is but the hour 
Of the planting ·of the flower. 
But heaven is the blossom to be, 
Of the one Reality. 

2.-87, p,.127. 



120. 

And heaven cari.Jloi undo the once aoNn 
gronna, 

But heaven is love in the pursuing, 
And in the memGry of havill6 foun~.---- l 

2 
gaul Laurence Dunbar, in nA Banjo Songn, thiru;;a th3 t it 

would b5 "'more home-like" to hetve t\omo bJ.njo mu.sia mingled 

with the heavenly harps. 

Vachel Lindsay haa g~ven us several vsry individual 

conee1nJtiona o:t hea. ven.., Hie "General 1Ulliam Booth inters 

Heavenff is too well kno#n to need discussion. The picture 

in the following linea is a curious mixture of the 

Htra.ditionar• heaven antl an Americ&n oit3 011 a. PtJ.raue day:-

And when Booth halted at th$ curb for prayer 
He saw his Masts~ thro' the ilag-filled air. 
Christ oame g&ntl1 with a robe and crown 
For ~ooth. the soldiet, wh1lo the th.l~ong knelt 

down. 
Rti saw King Jesue. They were face to face, 
And he knelt a-~eaping in thut holy plooa. 3 

Time and space forbid that "'' should quote from '1The 
4 

Oeleetial Circ.m.~n and "R0\1f I ~Valked Alone in the Jnngles 
b 

of Beavann. 

The old Norse oonoeption of the reward of the brave 

who have dia,J in battle ia referred to by Herman Hagaaorn 

in ''~ha Lsat Faring"~ -

lie dreams of the feasts of J/alhailla, th.a 
mead and the meat, 

l.-120, p.81. 
2 • .-63, p.21. 
3.-lOG, PP~l24-b~ 

4.-:IbitL, p. 285. 
5.-Ibid.~ p.a;.,o~ 
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And battles wi thot1t nruaoar, l 

Ths 1megiiution of Oharlee Hanson Towne is more 

~~ionq_l than that of some poets. ln his attempt to describe 

tb.e future .state of ex1atence itl "Beyond the Stara" ~ .. 

Three days I heard them grieve when I 
lay dead, 

• • • • • • • 

I heard them anisper in the quiet room. 
I longed 'to open then mw eealetl eyes, 
And tell them of the glory thu t v1as mine 
There was no dartness where mJ spirit 

flew, 
There wa.s no night beyond the teaming 

world. 
!fheir April was liita winter where I 

roamed; 
Their f lowera were li~e stones where now 

I fared. 2 

~ara ~easdale, who w.aa nentioned ae one of the most 

individual of modern American poets in her attitude tolflard 

death, i~ equally ind1v1dusl in her aesire~ for the fu'ttt.:e 

life and ber oonoept1on.s of 1.mmortallty. In nThe tfine" she 

The rest may die..-.but ia there not 
Some &!lining strant~e escape for me 

Who eonght 1n ~eou~y the bright wine 
o~ 1mmo~tallty? 3 

The idea of immortality th.rough .Beauty is seen also in "The 

i.~ao, p.31. 
2.~132, PP~~6-7. 
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l 2 

Voice". In '~on the l)lu1ea 0 and "If Death Ie Kinan Mi~s 

Teasdale signifidS o dastra for return to her beluveJ 

earth after death9 The following atenza is from the last 

Damed :Jo e·n; -

.!?erhelps lf Dea~h ie kind, anu Lhore can be 
A.'leturnint~, 

,;/e wi 11 oome baoa to earth some. fra.gr~n t 
n1~h.t t 

And t<l-Ke these lanes to fina the seti 9 l4n1 
bending 

Jjreath the ~aw.e honeysuoitla, lolli and 
white. 3 

There is a hint of this same idea in "Since There Ia No 
• In a poem called nzn the b!ndrt she eltpeots that, 

.All that oould never be Sf.tld• 
All that could never be dona, 

Hait for us ~t last 
Somewhere bacK of the sun; 5 

Some ~riters express a desire to onjoy their 

immortality here on earth,with no thought of any exlstenoe 

"beyond the s·tars". 'lhe roost outott.\l'ld irtg expresai. o.a of 

this deslre for immort~ljty on e~rth is Brian liooker 9 s 

sonnet, "Idol~trs"~-

lf God should ~ay~ "From ~11 my poaer to bless 
Choose thine own he~ven nhare the soul ahull be 
b~ired ~1 tb white joy, or drm.meJ ln a. a~veo t seu 

Of everlasting oa.lm for5etfulnEH:HS." 
I should mal·;:e ana._ver: "Lord, earth's iraat;es 

Of heaven are fairer; therefore leave me iree--
Ma~e 1me immortal in mortality--

Thou hast no more to 5i ve; .e:rrant me no less." o 

1. -194 t p • 2 u 0 

2Q-1bid., p.,lOu. 
3e -Ib:ld., p 11108 o 

4o•Ibido ~ p.,0 17., 
b.-lbid.Q p.14u. 
lPe -91, [L• 60. 
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l 

It is found ~lso in "The st 0£ His ?eople" by Henl"'J' 

Beers, and there ia a hi 
2 

of it in lt. r1. Gilbert' a 11 The 

liew". 

John \fanae Chene1 1e not entirely sure of e. worrow 

free life of bliee in heaven, if we ma1 Jud~e from hi~ 

qnatrai:r"• naera and He.t&afte:r": -

A voice oft spea~e and saith, 
"Shull eorrow leave th&& at the gate of death? 
Heaven•~ etars illumine ear~n's night; 
Why nqt earth-$hailows dim the Hills of Light?" 3 

soule of oowboya to ride in the ne4t world find$ expreeaion 
4 

in ''Riders of t!1e Stfo1.t4ts" by Hanry .a. 4nibt.HJ, "The 01' Cow 
6 

Hawse" b7 E. .ti+ 8rinnim:1tool, .unct th& anon1moue nJust 
6 

... \-Ridin' ". 

Uan~ mora poama containing unusual individual 

conceptions ot 1mmortal1ty were noted. Space can be given 
here for the mention of only a few ot the more outstanding 

' or1es:••"'!lle Live Oonsoienoa" (Harry ) ,. "Mere and 
8 9 

Rereafte.t,.'1 (Vance Thompson;, 0 !fne Cry of the Drowned" (Ella 
10 

liigg111son), .,,,fhen My Wife Die&" ( Ye~ro folk Rhymf.H t nuncle 
11 l~ 

Eph' s Heaven" (Fred Milerson Brooka j, "lilinti Jack" (Edgar 
l . u u 

Lee !l~stS)rs), "Resurgamn (Alan SeegarJ. "Uesurrectionn 

l, ... ?, p.49-
2.-7f3. p.30. 
3.,-40 1 p.J.6"1. 
4.-lO'l. p.19ll 
5.-lbid,., p.105. 
o.-Ibid., p.1sa. 
7 .-~9. pp~ 2;; ... 24 ~ 

a.-201. p.42. 
i.-EHi, p.73. 

10.-192, p.26111 
11.-21, p.12. 
12 •• 110. p.7o. 
13.-176, p.lol. 
14.-17lt p.1G5ff s 



l 
(George Santayan'!i), ":i'he Oroas-Hoaos" { lwiy Lowell J, '''?he 

a z 
Dead Are !ilot aaleep'' (Riobard .ti. McCartney}, nReaurreotionu 

4 
(Rermun ttagsdorn), and "Dro~en-Faoed GargoJl$e" (O~rl 

Sandburg I. 

Laok of Dsai:c-e fOJ:...Jmmortal1 ~l ···A f aw ref e:renoes were 

found in whi oh th& auiihore seem to regard i~nmortali tr atl not 

to be desired, \~hether tllese represent merely the expression 

ef a passing mood. or s permanent ge,rsonal attitude oan 

ec3raal1 be asao~t~ined. 

(~a men of Earth have here the stuff 
Of Paradlsa--we have enough. 
'e need no other stonee to build 
The stairs into the Unfulfilled--
No other ivory for the doors--
Ho other marble for the floors-~ 
Bo other cedar for the beam 
And dome of man's irmr1ortnl dream. b 

~ife ie Go e~tremely brittle, 
~1Jho would thirut of more? 6 

Arny Low~l'l seams to crave annihilation in tne lines from 

"The Last Quarter of tbG Moon":~ 

I 6rsYe to be lost like a wind bloND. flame 
Pushed into nothingness by a breath. 

l.-llO, ?P.119-20. z ... 12:s. p.aa. 
3.-47, p.238. 

4.-lu9, ,p.oe. 
6 • ·l"L5 , p ~ 115 • 
Oa•lO, p.l4tlc 
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~nd quench in a wreath 
Of engulfing death 

This fight for God, or this devil' a game. l 

Graae Fallow Norton is another poet who aeemingl3 nae 
no belief in!t or tjeai.re for. iuunortali ty p In '"Ori Seein~ 
Young Soldiers in London" s):ia ae.ys: .... 

l have no B.eo.ven for mysel,f. Ily heart 
i:s heaven here .. 

To unfolt1 1, to faue-.. 1 t is enou~h. earth 
a :nd (a d re~vu mo, d ea :r. 2 

3 
in tter Bynner in '1Tl1e Arrow" is somewhat bored u t the 

thought of eternal life, and ln "The E:eaurreotton of the 
4 

Body" eeema to express d!sbeli ef in imm.ortali t;y. ln "The 
6 

Dying Deoaae:o.t" (Lonis ·Unterr.aeyer) eternal lit~ is regarded 
8 

as an ill. Edgar 1ee Masters in "Wallace Fergusontt accepts 

~mnorta11t1 as a voasibility, but has no desire for a 

qont·inuation of the eaxthly aon$eiouaneso. tlohn Bum.er, in 

, ~sa~nts• Oold 11 thinl~e that 

In man•s-6¥m breast he bears his 
lieaven or tlsll~ 7 

1.-111, p ... 68. 
2.,-139, p87'a. 
3.~29, p,7o. 
4111.,.17. p.190. 

5.-204. p .. 1J9. 
0 •• 110. Q,23b. 
7.-18,, p.So. 
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CHAPTER V" 

TRE SUBJEOTS OF DEATH A.Im IUl!ORTJ.LlTY Ili TH& 
AMEFIOA!i VERSE OF TllE WORLD N~R. 

At the beginning of tll.is study it seemed probable 

that the verse of the Norld ~ar might furnish an abundanoe 

of material. It must ba oonfesaed that the actual findings 

have been somewhat ~isappo1ntir.ig. 

Nobl!Jneusa of l?J:ins .. for a GFeat Cat1.!..!·-•.1lwa.9e the 

soldier has been honored and pra1eed for his bravery. for 

his spirit of self-saorifioa, and the noblest of all deaths 

has been to die for one•s fatherland in the defense of a 

great oause. Thit1 glorificatior.l of death naturally found 

some expreaej on in the verse of the i,vorlli ~far, but fewer 

raferenoee were fottnd than might have been axpeotea. One 

of the clearest expressions concerning -che t
1gloriouan death 

of the soldier is contained in Nallaoa stevenst 11 111 Battle":• 

Death'& nobility again 
Bsautiflad the simplest men. 
Fallen itfinkle felt the pria e 
Of Agamemnon 
Jihen he di ea. l 

Alan Seegar in his node in Uernor1 of the .ttmerioan Volunteers 

~allen in France" lauds the chanoe that 

Gave them thatt grand ooeasion to axcel,t 
That chance to live the life most free from 

stain 
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And that rare t1rl vilege ot dyint?; well~ l 

11oyd Mifflints "Peaoe to the Braven ia another defi11ite 

expression of this attitude toward death for a great cause:-

If some, ,perchanoe. were of a lowly station, 
They are ennobled beyond mortal brea~h; 

Co.equal with the proudest of the nation.-~ 
Made eminent bg Death. 

O'er thoss who die for ~ame there rests a 
bean.t7 

Dimtaed by the human or~ving for renown; 
But on these patriot brows, the angel Duty, 

Enwreath&d her purest crown. 2 

Yet what have all tha oenturiea 
Of _purpose, pain, ana Joy 

Bequeathed us lovelier to recall 
Than this dead boy? 3 

Graos Fallow llorton in "On Seeing Young Soldiers in London" 

expresses b&r attitude thus: 

" " • • they have Heaven as they die. 
~nowing they die so well, 4 

Other illustrations of this attitu~e toward those who died 
5 

in the World \Var might be quoted from nThe Vi vandieren 
6 

( ~n111am Ro::la Benet), "O Glorious France" (Edgar Lee MZiJ.stera J. 
7 8 

"The Players" (franois .Biokley) and "Prince Charlie" 

(Josephine Preston ~eabody (Mrs. Marks)). 

1.-176• Pol7l. 
2.-127' p.,51. 
3.-17, p~lo6. 
4.-139, p.'79. 

5.-8, p.52o 
6. -4 7 ' p • 36 .. 
7.-Ibiu •• p.240. 
8 • ..-143, p.100. 



l 
.Lou.is Untermeyer in t•Two Fun.eraleu cont;-Pa,et a the 

"glorious de~th" of a soldier ~illed in battle with the 

ignominious crnoi!ixion of Christ after his ~onclerfnl lifev 

There seeru3 to be almost a note of ~aroe:isa1 for the 

dglorioue de3thn aonoeptlon in the follo~ing lines f~om 

"l:"'ireman O' Raffsrtyu by Joseph O • .Lincoln: ... 

And he'll not ba a hero~ for. you seep he 
didn' t fall 

eome blood-spattered battle :field, Sleiil1. 
by a rifle ball; 

But maybe, on the other side, on Ood's great 
roll of fame. 

Plain Fireman Mi~e o~Rafferty 'll be counted 
just the same. 2 

J.!!m.ftrtali tl ,!nd HJ!~P.ll Blt)?,.~ure~ for __ 9u~ _9 ... ~~~-~--­
Closely connected with the idea of the ~lorioua death of 

the soldier is that of immcrtali ty and assured heavenly 

reward for 5?..!!! eoldiers who are slain in be.t tla" 2e:rhape 

this may 0 in 9art, ba a survival of the old Iuorsa ~~1alhalla 

of tne glorious dead. and in part a survival of the attltude 

in the daya of the crusaders. when absolution from all sine 

was granted by the rope 1o all who enlisted in the hols 

!lf!Ta:rs. The stanza below is quoted from "Our lieroesn by 

llirun Kimberly Palmer:-

The Seasons in procession gliae--
They Walt the trump on hitih, 
~vhen Heaven its gates shall open ,fiue, 
fl10 dared for Truth to die~ 3 

1.-204 9 p. lll o 

2.-105, p.180,, 
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Oh, do not mourn for'htm, he heard his 
country's oa.11 9 

.And antjV'leringti gave all he had to give; 
Yet though they diet they live; 
:Not dead at all 
Those who obeyed that call. l 

Jamee Church Alvord in "Drum Taps to Heavez~" hus this unique 

oonoeption;>iq 

rater at Ha~venee Gate wearied of tne gams-
('Twe~ old folks, old folk~, ehivering up 

·the stair J ~ 
Spindle-~hu.n~e 0 whee,zings~ sparse and 

grizzled hair 
1Vhan whooping, thundering~ boys by milJiona 

> \ came; 

. . ... . .. . . 
"'Brave boys, 11 lrle laughed, nwe'll have some 

life in Heaven!" 2 

rgaret ~iddemer' e "The Old Road to Pars.di sen ihl 

another poem on the tb.ema o t gloriou.~ in111ortali ty for the 

soldier dying on the battle-field~ We quote the follo•ing 

stanza:-

~ut out on the wet battlefields, 
Few the roadways wind, 

Ona to grief, on& to deat~ 
No road that's kind•w 

The old road to ~aradiaa 
Plain it is to find! 5 

l ~ -54 t p. l ';) 2 Q 

2.-17, p.lb\1. 
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Still other inst~noea of the use of this ~hought are found 
l 2 

in rRouge Bouquet 0 
( Joyae l:iln1er) • "The b'allan'' (John Vance 

l 3 4 
Cheney), "311onca 0 (Vi1 ... ~il'lifi Biddle). "Tha Conscript" 

b 
(Alberta Vickeridge} e ur1;ha lo~nely Legion'; ( Aliue Brown) 

0 
and 0 The )far Song of Gamelbur'" ( Bli so Carmt>.n). 'l"he two 

lat tar, hoi.vever, a.rs not products of the 1lorld War period. 

?_Jhe Soul~ o ~ .... 1;ue Bnem,z Co.asi811ed to Hall. --'!'he.re 1 s 

little e4pradalon of attitude vith respect to the des~ of 

the enemy. Only one refa:eenoe fMO noted, and in thi$ the 

author ohaerfully consigns the soul of "lrl"itz" to the 

domain of Satan~ clhl it has oeen otrntomary to do td th one' e 

, anami es einoe the bee;inning of' Ch::ri stian warfare. Berton 

Then a trua ~1ot hits and it's "Good-bye; 
1"1 ri t z 0 

--
ili s futu;."'e address is Hell! 7 

Conoerrt;l ... o:us ~m.d .:~ie!l_Ef tho Soldier~~ 

T:reI,!9]_lea. --Duri~ the 'iVar there exlsted among some of ih.e 

solc.Uers, eat leastt a sort of "fa l~ali~til"" If' "Fritz" did 

not have a bullet '•w1 th their name on i tn they were as 

sufe going "over til.e top" as they ~vere in a dngouti.. while 

1f the Boche nhad their nu.rnber" they were &urti to be killacl!) 

and no amount of care could prevent it. No expression of 

1.-101, p.106. 
2. -4o, ~)· 52. 
30-l\) 9 p.108. 
4 • -iJLJ: ii p • 2 7 6 • 

i>. -24 t p .126. 
u.-3u, p .. 4o" 
7 • -20 t p \t 80 • 



such a fatalistio attitude wa$ found in thie study. 

Al though '-go11e west" wus the common expression of 

the man in the trench for death, only one referenoe to 

this conception was noted in all the war varsG examined tor 
thie study. This is in nover tha Too" by Derton Braley:~ 

----and if I 'go west' just 
tell the folta for me-- l 

.uowever nglorious 0 tlla life (and death; o:f a soldier 
may seam to th& man i'loolting onn, the matter wears an 

aspsot vera1 much less nh.eroic" to the man in uniform. The 
follo·i.111 ng lir.tes from ''The Patriotn b7 !lanry Ii, Knibbe are 

a truer at~tsmsnt ~f the attitude of the sol41er in the 

tre111oh or falling in Hfio Man' e 1"'and" than Gr.ace Irallow 

Jorton• s •'ttney have lieav-en ae the7 die, itnowing thc1 die 

so well". 

• • • • one da.y a Haue.er bullet potted 
Joh:rm1 $lick and ol&an. 

He aoubled up* I helped to bring him in~ 

He never thought of glory and he never 
sai a a word 

Like you hear some f9ll~s spoutin' in a 
rhyrne~ 

He just lay oa'm anu cheerful, and the 
last thing that l heard 

./as. ''I guess. old pal, I'm throtl:gh with 
OOi n' tit'tiG, n 2 



The follo\ting saroastio lines are from Riobard .Butler 
1 

Glaenzer's "Sure It's Fun":-

God, it's fun to be a soldier! Oh 9 it's 
fun, fun, :fun. 

To lie out still and easy when 3our 
day's eport'a done; 

Hith not a thing to worr9 for, nor 
anything to hurry for; 

Not hungry, thirsty, tired, but a hero 
much-admired, 

Just dead. dead, dead, li~e Jack and 
Bi 11 and lr1red l 

Fun?--Sure, it's fun" just the fine at 
eve£. aon! G 

~d~a :r Lee Mastera, in "Ike sass 0 , hac; these linea: 

And up from tha grave I eend this Nord 
To the boya in the daya to come: 
When you heac the bugle~, and hear the 

pr ea ob.e rs• • 
And God ie talked, and Death is flouted, 
Don9 t let them fool you. for all of th.e 

noise 
Is the erowl of hungry guts! 3 

Ot!!§?r .. ~r l?oems.--A few poems were found which do not 

contain expressions of attitude toward de~th and imQortality 

in the ~triateat ssm:.Ht• but in whi oh the poet nua seen, i1ot 

the ~lorious aide of Wdr, but rather tha horror of it and 

the terribl a sacrifioe of life--suah poe1ns U$ "He 11ent u1or 

a 'lold i er" by Buth Comfort Hi tchell from vmich cha followin~ 

lines are taken:-

1 .... uote- .... hiohard BQ Glaenzer i ~ pos~ibly an ,_ .. ni;;lish poet 
ratne.e th~n an Ameria:An. 
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See where he lies--or a ghastly part of 
him-.. 

(Vhile life is oozin~ out1 
There are loathsome things he sees 

a-erawling there; 
There are hoarse-voiced oro~s he bears 

a-calling there, 
Eagsr for-the foul feast spread for them •• 
Billy the 3oldiar Boyl 1 ~ 

Henry Dumont's quatrain. '•War", may be noted here also:-

A clash of t.lllnS• and daa th• a hush 
On horrors of which death is lea~t. 

Soon dying ears shall hear the rush 
Of vulturescrouding to the feast. 2 

Tom English has written a poem to the rhythm of that 

moat beautifu.l of all bugle calls, which. in addition to 

being a signal for "lights out" ev&ry night., is always 

blown o-var the grave of a aend soldisr,--"Tapa":-

The rifles blase three rounds, 
His aomradee stand about, 

and o•er a soldier' a grave a 
b11gle sounds 

His last ''Lights Ou.t":-
To thy rest--
To thy rest--
To thy reet--

1 Neath the sod--
Sold 1 er rest, 3 

"Tlle Metal Oheclte0 by Louise Driscoll is a posm in 

dramatic form in which a "bearer0 brings a sack of "metal 

checks" represer.tting slain aol,die:t's to the "counter" 

(Death). As tha oheoKs are poured out for counting the 

1.-64, p.188. 
2 ..... 10, p.138. 

3.-151, p.149. 



count ex.· says: -

Pou::r tibem out on the table ha:ce .. 
Olickety--olic~ety~-olaoK! 

1for every button a 1.nar1 vfent out, 
..:ind who shall call him baoK? 

Clickety--o1iokety--olao4t 

That ~as a mRn a month ueo; 
He oould see and feel anJ ltnow., 
Than, into his thro~t there apeG 
l. bi t of lead ~ 
Blood WdS ealt in hie mou~h; he fell 
And la9 amiJ the battle wreaA• 
Nothil:lt5 was left but thi a me"Ct3.l ohaoA.--
AnJ a Nife and oh1ld '1 perhaps. l 

2 
uverch;m .... -Viatory 0 by Riohard H. McOt.n·tney deals not 

with the 1 5lo!iou~ yiotor;~ but the g~eat saorifioe of life 

1:,11h1oh it ooat., 

Of course the~e are many o~har 9oems by modern 
Amerioan authors which had their origin in the World war 
atmosphere. Theea have been omitted frorn the diaatu:hiion 

here because~ although oonnaated more or less indirectly 

with the subj eots of tl1is investigation, they oould 

scarcely be included under any of the heads considered. 

1.-132, pp.81-82. 



1354) 

CHAPTER VI. 

OOBCLtJSIOli. 

This 1nveetigation was suggested by a similar study 

made by Mise A.m:lnbel Garvey (A.~ •• !ha Universlty of Kansas, 
/ 

1914) of the English monodies between 1485 and 1784, and 

owes its final undertaking to a question jn the mind of the 

writ&r ae to just what effect the modern ultra-scientific 

spirit ha$ had upon the two ~reat and almo~t Wlliversal 

subjecta of lit&rature--death and immortality. As has no 

doubt b&~n ob$erved, this atud; has not been l1mlted to 

"mono di , but ho.s endeavored to embrace as many tiefini te 

references as possible to the subjects death and immortality 

from tne entire field of modern J.merican verse exolnsive of 

the tira.ma. It may be mentioned in ptlat>i:1g that the st1·iot 

"monod7" 1a a oompa rat i vely ra:ra type in the field 

investigated. Those monodies which are found often deal 

more with the virtues of the dead and the problems of the 
li~illS than with oonoept!ons of death ana immortality~ In 

the broader fiela, however, many references wsr& found, 

though a large number of these were «1na1aental" in poems 

not strictly devoted to tha subject of daatb or of 

immortality. 

Dothing strikingly new 1va3 discovered. The l!itti tu.des 

and conceptions found by Mies Garvey are found. in lar~a 

part, in modern American verse. though in a much smaller 



proportion in comp:J.rieon •1th the number of poems examined oi 

The mora strictly moaern treatments are those which have 

been oonsid ered under ths head of "unusual indi v1ih1a.l 

oonoepti one and a tti tu.<tesr1 (both with respect to the eubj eot 

of death and that of immortality, anfl :ln the chapter on 

"fiBU.ro.ti ve oonoettions"'., 

ifbat, then, is the oonolusion of t~e matter? Death 

must be accepted as the i~avitable ena of life~ Whether we 
will or .no't11 .... aut 1e the beliei" in im'.aortuli t; passing'! 

lf we ma7 juage f~o~ the expre$sions toun4 in the veree of 
modern A!ll&rican poets, there are eoaroaly euffioient grounde 

for an ane-er in the affirmsti•e. There ia ~ueh evioence 

th~t the beli•f in immortalit7 is far from univarenlly 

~cceptea; however, many modern poeis oo believe in a some 

kind of life after aeath~ l large number aesume an attitude 

of question and do11bt 1 while ti few fiiXt~ras~ the1ns&lvee ae 

not desirous of being ittinortal. 

Bttt the Christain ooncaptiona of immortal blitla as a 

reward for righteous li•ing on earth, and eonditi0ned by a 
b&liet in Jesus Christ as tl1e {~avior of the world, and of 

eternal aamnation for the souls of the w!cked 9 have a very 

small place in the vast field of modern ~\merioan vereao 

In spite of hie agnostioism with reepaot to orthodox 

:religious belief, ~JAtthew '"rnol4 maintained a high idealism. 

But not many modern poets ex_prese the attitude of Arnold in 

bis sonnet. "The Better tart'*:-
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"Hath man no seoond life?-... .f!itah tnis one hidh? 
Si ts tue:ra no judge in H.e:lve11, ou1-a si:t1s to seear--
Uore etr1ctly0 then, the inm;.rd judge obey! 
~as Christ a man li~e us? Abt let us try 
If we then, toov can be such men as he!" l 

In thiu stnay five poets were ajaoovsred who nave voiced -
t.b.e idea o:t a. similar high idea11au1 for this life as a 
0 substitute" (or a3 a "compensationnJ for a doubtful 

immortality: Dana Burnet in the"Dedicat1on" to bia volume 

A. 11 ttle 'Mhile to pass within the throng, 
To drewn. to toil, to weep 0 to love. to a1s.-

A.nd then the silence ana the olosing Song, 
Ana no more of the riddle that was I~ 

?et who in this brief passing find~ despair. 
Denise the certain God within his breast? 

Life bae a crown for every man to wear, 
!hough 'tis a thing of moments at the best. 2 

Yet may the soul pitch her aaventure high, 
Ni th beaut1, and \\t th love impa.ssionea. though 

we iia. 3, 

Rdgar Lee Masters in "Davis Matlock";-

Well, I sa1 to live it out like a goa, 
Sure of immort&l life, though you are in 

aoubt t 
Is the wa1 to live it. 
It that doeen•t make Goa proud of you. 

l111•lA, p.260. 
2 •• 26, (DedioationJ. 



Then Goa is nothing but gravitation. 
Or sleep is the golden goal. l 

But were this a11.--were hope with being 
ended, 

In these dartt cells t·hat shrine our 
saorad dead, 

Were all our prayers and te~re in vain 
expended, 

Our 9assion0 labor, faith forever sped; 

Who would not 1et, •• all selfish impulse 
spurning ... 

Live f.or mankind, and triumph with the 
Just: 

~o from tbe f1el3 ot honor backward 
turning• 

Would trail a sullied ensign in the dustl 2 

smd Edith !1. Thomas in "The Inve:rtea Toroh"' (1';CIV):• 

Thanke for belief-in-lite, Life's one 
EJreat stay. 3 

There seems to be a hint of this aams thought in Jamee 
4 

~fhi 'boomb Ri 1e7' s "A Hymn of' Fni th" al so~ 

!here ma1 oome a time wh$n such a philosophy of life 

will "work" satisfaotoril7. lo aoubt many indiviuuals ao 
praoiice such a philosophy now. But many more do not. 
Many !!!! seemingly be satisfied with a selfish enjoyment 

of the pleasures of this life, with apparently no thought 

of any future existence, 'but such a course is eoaraely 

oonduotivs to the highest moral developmento 

l.-118, li>• 231. 
2.-223, p.131 .. 

a.~197, p.au. 
4.-160, p.30_. 
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(Ref'erenaes to thts bibliography Jistiu~ultiihed from those 
to the regn.lar b1bliogrn.phy by an °A" in a<Jdi tJ.on to tne 
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