
ADULT SOCIAL SCIENCE EDUCATION 

HI Zl.~JSA S CI TY KAN SAS 

by 

H.Wilbur Ross 

Bachelor of Science in Education Kansus State 

Teachers' College 1920. 

Submitted to the Depa.rtme nt of 
Sociology ar:d the Faculty of tlB 
Graduate School of the Kar.ea.a 
Univercity in purtial fulfill-
ment of the requirements for tm 
degree of Mester of Arts. 

App;i:oved by: 

·~ m-iJ/:ctytvu ~ 
Head f the Dept. Sociology 

------~----------------Date 



Table of Contents 

Section I 

Introduction: 

Introductory Statement-~:±':.:!:._._------------------------ 1 

:Purpose o:f Thesis ;:;~.:.:·;:_ -- -- -- -------- --- --- - - --- - 4 

Characteri~tic Feutures of Kansas City. Kans. ------- 5 

Section II 

Men's Civic aril Commercial Orsainza.tions: 

Chamber of Commerce ---------------------------------15 

Cluesi£icetion Clubs: 
't". ··1 b ..,: :&-~· ,, .uions Liu ---- -- ------------ --------------- 21 

Civi·tan -------------------------------------- 23 

OptiILiSt -- -- --- - ---- --- -- ·- - ... --- - --- - - ---- - -- 23 

Cooperative --------------------------- ------- 1:!5 

Kiv;unis ------------:--------- --------- - - - --- 26 

1~ota:r'if· ----- ---------- ---------- ---- ----- ---- 29 

Young Men's Civic Forum -- - -- - --- --- - - -- -- - -- ---- -- 34 

Rose~sle Civic Clu~ -------------------------------- 38 

Armourcale Business l~kn' c, Club ----- ------------- --- 38 

Argentir.e Activities .E..ssociati on --- --------------- 39 ., . 
Grandviev; Improvement Assoc ia ti on ----- ---- -- ------- 40. 

Monroviun Club (Colored) --------------------------- 41 

Civic League (Colored) ------------ -- --------------- 43 

Section III 

Women's Clubs: 

Council of Clube ---------------------------------- 49 

Gunso.lus Clue -- - - - -- --· -- - - ---- - -- -- ---- -- -- -- - --- -- 53 



· Contents 

Women's ClubE: (Continued) 

Western Righl~nds Study Club ---------------------- 54 

Bar,·thorne Clut ------------------------------- ------- 55 

Heath\YOO<l Literary Club--------------------------- 56 

ForthigJ:it1~~,;,. study,, Cluh~;---- --- - --- - -- --- -- ------- --- 57 

Junior Western Eighlands Study Club ------- ---- ----- 57 

Delphian Clube --------~·--------------- ------------- 57 

\7 v1.c. T. u. ----- -------------------- ---------- ----- 5o 

Vlyandotte County League of Women Voters --- --------- 61 

Business Vlomen's Club----------------------------- 63 

Y. Vl. C • A • · - -- - -- - - - - - - - - ·· - - - - - - - -- - - - ---- -- -- - -- - - - 6 5 

Wyandotte County Good Government Club -------------- 67 

l? ierian Clut (Colored) --- - - ----~- -- -- - - --- --- - -- --- 68 

Home Beantiful &nd Apphn Ai·t Club (Colored)---------- 6~ 

S!3Cti on IV •. 

Other Organiza.ti:ons and Influences: 

Night Schools of Kan~as City. Kamsas --------------- 71 
r\ • • ;Y ~_t. ~~t· ""-4. Labor 0rgan1zat1ons -- ----------------------------- 75 

F~adio --- --- ---- ----- -- ----------------------------- 80 

Community Che st -- ------ -- -- ----- ---- ----- ---'------- 81 

Kansas City, Missouri Influences ------------------- 82 

ChuI' c:r~e s -- - - -- - - - - -- -- - -- - - ~ -- - - -- - - -- - -- - - - - - - - - - - 83 

Parent-Teachers' Acsociation ------ ------- ---------- 8b 

.IPore igners.' Organi zati one ;:,:;:,.:.:. __ --- -- - - ----- ---- --- 86 

Bethel lfoi!;hborhood Center -- -------- - -- -- --------- 88 

Metropolitan Life Insurance Company -------------- 90 



Contents 

Other Organizntions arrl. Influerees:{Continttes) 

Visiting Nurses 1\.ssociation -------------- ------------ 91 

American J:ed Girnss ----- --- -------- ------- --- ---------- 92 

Hational Ascociati on fvr the Advancement· of Colored 

People ---·-- ------------- -- - ----- ---- ----- ----- 93 

Citir.ena' Porum---·------------------------------------ 95 

Civic Tax Le£;.t;Uo ---- ------------------ --- ------------ 97 

Boy Scouts ----- --- - -- -- -- -- - ---- - ----·--- -- --- - ------ 101 

Knights of tre Ru Zlux Kla.l'l ----------------- ---------- 103 

American Le[;idn .-- ---- --- --- --- ------ - --- --- -------- 107 

Veterans of .foreign We.re ------ ------- --- ------ ------- 113 

Daughters of the American Revolution ----- - -- ;... _______ 121 

Daughters of lf312 ------ ---- -- - -- --- ----------------- 122 

Section v. 

Statistical Data: 

Magazine Circulation -----------··--------------------- 124 

Use of Library--------------------------------------- 126 

Summary of Questionnaire Submitted to Voters --------- 130 

Sec ti on v·r. 

Conclution and Eecommendations ----------- --------- ------ 137 

Bibliography-------------------------------------------- 15~ 

·,i\ 
':" 



ADULT SOCIAL SCIENCE ~DUCATION 

IN KANSAS CITY, KANSAS 

Introduction 

Section I 



Adult :Social· science Education in 

Kansas City, Kansas. 

Introductory Statement 

1 

While our public school system may do much in preparing the 

young to fulfill their duties as citizens of a democracy, it seems 

logical to believe that there is much for all of us to learn ·in 

civic matters after we pass from under the direct influence of the 

formal school life. ·whether our public school system, as consti-

tuted, is really doing much that will aid the students efficiently 

to perform their civic 'ctuties may be questioned. David Snedden 

says, t•The functions of public education have heretofore bean 

excessively individualistic, rather, than social. Schools have 

been designed chiefly to aid individuals to succeed in life rather 

than to help the state and other large social groupings.-" 

Another fact that should not be overlooked is that a great 

majority of our young people quit the schools at about the age of 

sixteen and are uin a pretty raw state from the standpoint of 

mental and civic discipline.n Even admitting, however, that one 

might go,1'orth from the public schools fully informed concerning 

all phases of social, economic and political activities it is 

quite conceivable, in this age of rapid change in most all lines 

of activity, that the individual may find his store of information 

wholly inadequate to enable him to interpret the new conditions 

v1hicp arise. 

Persons who completed their formal education, let us say 

twenty-five years ago, knew nothing at that time of the League 

of Nations, Industrial Court, the Grea·t Trusts and many other 
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movements which have come into existence in recent years. Now the 

citizenship of this democracy has been called upon from time to 

time to exercise a judgment on these new questions.thrU the ballot 

box. In order to cast an intelligent ballot the voter must be 

informed. Where did the persons who finished school twenty-five 

years ago get their information which helped them to decide how 

to cast their vote on these questions? Or we might put the question 

in this way, were they really informed on· the ·issues of the day? 

In answering the first of the foregoing questions we must, 

of course, among other things, consider the newspapers. Robert B. 
Park, writing in the American Journal of Sociology for March 1915, 

says, 11 The newspaper is the great medium of communication within 

the city, and it is on the basis of the information which it sup-

plies that public opinion rests.n It is quite generally admitted 

that the modern newspaper as a source of information on political 

issues is very inadequate. There' are various reasons for this. 

All the newspapers published in the community with which this 

study is concerned are under managers who have the same political 

faith. So it is often difficult for the voter to get from these 

papers information on both sides of the issues in a campaign. 

Again it is quite generally admitted that the advertising influ-

ences the policies of the papers. It has been claimed that the 

advertising is even responsible for one newspaper in Kansas City 

giving out false weather reports so that shoppers will not hesi-
tate even though the weather may be threatening. 

There are, of course, books and magazines which the adult may 
read which will give him information concerning civic matters. 

These media, however, are subject to some of the same limitations 
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which characterize the newspapers. Unless one chooses his books 

and magazines judiciously he is just. as likely to be misled by 

them as by the newspapers. There are some books and magazines 

which are very helpfu~ in formulating civic judgments; however, 

the. average citizen will often need the help of specialists to 

assist him in the selection of reading material. 

The political campaign itself may, of course, be considered 

as a factor· in citizenship training. Campaign literature and 

campaign speakers dispense information which help to determine 

civic action. The sole idea of such activities, of course, is to 

get votes and often the real issues are obscured.. The appeal is 

often made to the prejudices and emotions of the people rather 

than to the intellect. 

There are, of course, in almost every community adult organ-

izations which make a pretense at studying civic questions. Their 

influence as regards the civic enlightment which the .membership 

obtains from participation in them is difficult to estimate and 

no doubt varies greatly in different communities and in different 

organizations. In this study a survey of some fifty social and 
\ 

civic organizations was made with a view to determining the amount 

of adult social science training which was obtained from the pro-

grams of the c'.lubs. The stuuy of the organizations which follows 

will show how meager is the information that is gained as a result 

of membership in most of the organizations. 

It seems that these rather cursory observations justify a 

reasonable doubt as to whether the present educational processes 

of th~ sort indicated are capable of produ~ing an intelligent 

citizenship. If they are. not, then the question arises, what 
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can be done to improve the present state of affairs? 

This thesis, as will be understood from the foregoing state-

ments, has to do· with education of persons after they leave school 

and go to work. (By social science education is meant "training 

in those studies whose subject matter relates directly to the 

organization and development-of human society, and to man as a 

member of social groups."} It is obvious that the only training 

which they can receive in civic matters must be gotten during 

their leisure time. The great mass of the people with whom this 

study is concerned are engaged in industries from eight to ten 

hours per day, soma of them seven days per week. Compared with 

the twelve to sixteen hours per day that persons used to work 

these hours are short and admit of more leisure. It would seem 

that some of this leisure could profitable be utilized in some 

sort of systematic training i_p. citizenship which would benefit 

the community and the individual. While nothing has been done 

in this way of systematic training of adults in social science in 

this community, interesting programs have been carried out in 

other communities, and in other lands, which might be adapted 

with profit to Kansas City. In the latter part of this study 

plans used in other places will be discussed and recommendations 

made for Kansas City. 

Purpose of Thesis 

The purpose of this investigation is threefold: First, to 

find out what the processes of adult social science education 
I 

are in the community. Second, to determine how well or ill in-

formed people are concerning civic affairs. Third, to investi-

gate what is being done in other cities and nations in this field 
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of endeavor in order to help determine what improvements might be 

made along this line in Kansas City, Kansas. 

Characteristic Features of Kansas City, Kansas 

In order to ~et a proper perspective of the subject under 

consideration it will be necessary to know something of the history 

and geog.raphy of the community. Many unique factors have entered 

i~to the growth and development of Kansas City, Kansas. A large 

portion of the ·town is included in the major industrial district 

of Greater Kansas City, a bi-state metropolitan area. Hence 

Kansas City, Kansas, has large industries controlled by non-

residents who are interested only in the prof its to be obtained 

from those industries, and are not interested in the city's civic 

advancement .. 

The city has only secondary commercial districts, the prin-

cipal banking and retailirig establishments are located in Kansas 

City, Missouri, across the state line. The principal places of 

amusement--par·ks, theatres, dance halls and club buildings--are 

also on the Missouri side. Another significant element in the 

situation is that a number of persons who live in Kansas .City, 

Kansas, work in Missouri. 

Among the other characteristic factors that have entered into 

the development of the city is the fact th~t the present Kansas 

City, Kansas, represents a consolidation of four separate towns 

which before thei~ consolidation looked to Kansas City, Missouri, 

as a trade center. As a re suit of this condition all the main 

thoroughfares of the city lead in the direction of Kansas City, 

Missouri. Minnesota and Central Avenues, the main streets of 

the original city, Kansas Avenue, the main street of Armourdale, 
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Among these huge inuustries are the packing houses, flour mills, 

soap factories, structural steel plant, railroad shops, chemical 

and ice .plants, oil refineries, barrel and box factories. Many 

of these plants are only links in a chain of establishments spread 

over many states. This is especially true of the meat packing, 

milling. soap making and 'railroad industries. This intangible 

character of their ultimate employers is baffling to the workers. 

They are further confused by defeats in recent strikes which have 

almost completely broken up the", union organization of the workers 

_ in the leading industries. ·The workers are also hampered in their 

development by the confusion of tongues. There are over twenty 

nationalities represented in the population. of Kansas City, Kansas • 

. Pifferences in race, religion and language tend to cause d 1 visions 

in the community which can be overcome only thru education. 

Certain groups have capitalized these differences by the promotion 

of such organizations as ncompany unions" and the Knights of the 

Ku Klux Kl~n which help to prevent the development of a good 

community spirit rather than.to promote it. 

The following statistical data relative to the population of 

Kansas City, Kansas throw an interesting light on the citizenship 

of the city from the viewpoint of .this study. 

According to the United States Census of 1920 'Kansas City, 

Kansas, had a population of 101,177. Since that time Rosedale 

has been annexed to the· city. At the present time it is estimated 
,. 

that Kansas City, Kansas, has a population of 115,000. 



The following data concerning Kansas City, Kansas, is 

taken from the 1920.Census Report of the United States: 

Native white 

Mala 

Female 

Native white of native parentage 

Native white of foreign parentage 

Nat 1 ve whi ta of mixed parentage 

Foreign born white 

Negro 

Male 

Female 

Mala 

Female 

Indians, Ch~nese, Japs and others 

Naturalized Foreigners 

Foreign born white naturalized 

.Male 

Female 

Illiteracy 

Total number of illiterates 

Native white 

7 5,047 

37,765 

37,282 

56, 575 

12,149 

6,323 

11,656 

6,850 

4,806 

14,405 

7, 130 

7 ,275 

69 

4,056 

2,160 

1,896 

3,008 

481 

Foreign born 1,561 

.Negro 964 

It will be observed that 11.6 percent of the population of 

the city is foreign born. Many of them cannot read or wri ta in 

any language and a larger percent do not understand English. 
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The first thing to be done in citizenship instruction for such 

groups is, of course, to teach them the English language. The 

study will show that this is being done to some extent by the 

night schools and other agencies. The negro population also 

presents a problem, though the investigator found that some good 

efforts are being made to promote civic education among the 

negroes. Politicians find it rather easy to control their vote. 

A thorough system of education along the line of the social 

sciences will do much to overcome these barriers which stand in 

the way of a more intelligent civic action on the part of the 

foreign born and the negro. These statements do not imply that 

the negro and foreign born alone are in need of social science 

education but that these groups have been, and are, expecially 

handicapped.· 

The development of Kansas City and the composition of her 

population are not entirely dependent upon local conditions. The 

nature of her industrie-s is such that she draws many of her raw 

products for manufacture from a vast territory, including parts 

of Missouri, Iowa and practically all of the country stretching 

from Texas north to the La Platte and VIest to the Rocky Mountains. 

The building of railroads leading from this territory to Kansas 

City was the chief reason for the city's rapid development. It 

was fortunate forl the community that the first transcontinental 

railroad came thru Kansas City, Kansas. 

Over this vast area from which Kansas City draws her raw 

products for manufacture there is a great variety of climate 

and rainfall. In some parts of this territory the rainfall 

is so scant that cattle and sheep raising is almost the only 

, line of activity that is practicable.. In other parts the rain-
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fall is sufficient to produce all the necessary food products. 

The soil varies from the richest loam to barren shale banks and 

sand dunes. The climate in some parts of the territory is warm 

nearly all the year while in other parts it becomes extremely 

cold in winter. 

The climate of the immediate community is moderate. There 

are rarely extremes of heat or cold. The average rainfall for 

a period of forty-one years ,has been 36.63 inches. Four types 

of soil are found--«clay loam which produces wheat, sandy soil 

which produces vegetables, loess on which alfalfa can be raised 

and alluvium which yields vegetables and fruits." Limestone, 

which is used in, cement making, is found in abundance. 

So it may be seen that geography has been a great determin-

ing factor in the developmant of this city. It is geography 

that has very largely decreed that Kansas City, Kansas, shoulu 

be an industrial center. The fact that it is an industrial 

ceriter accounts for the fact-that the great mass of the people 

are workers in inaustry. As such most of' their time must of 

necessity be devoted to making a living, often working for a 

wageo*which admits of only such educational advancement as a 

newspaper ,may afford. Some rio take aavantage of the night 

school but this is mostly a trade school anct deals little with 

civic matters. In other words, the educational institutions 

which exist for the adults are seeking mainly to develop such 

qualities as will secure nthe goods of life 0 rather than promote 

"the gooa life. n Lewis Mumfo.rd in an artl.cle on °The City'' 

says; "Yihat happeneci in the industrial towns of America was that 

the increments derivea from lano, capital and association went, 

(* Footnote next page) 
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µot to the enrichment of the local community but to those who 

held legal title in the land and the productive machinery" and 

who often lived in .another community. No cioubt this may help 

to explain why Kansas City, Kansas, has lagged in civic education 

and culture, as have most industrial centers. 

Footnote 

At the present time the wage scale in the packing houses 

ranges fr1om forty-two and a half to eighty cents an hour. Pack-

ing-house employees are guaranteed a minimum of forty hours a 

week. Only a few of the more skilled workers get eighty cents 

an hour. The wages of the women in the packing houses range 

from twenty-five to thirty-three and a third cents an hour. 

Proctor and Gamble, the leading soap manufacturers, pay a minimum 

wage of thirty-seven and a half cents an hour. Wages in the rail-

road whops range from sixty-three to seventy-five cents an hour. 

Much of this work in the shops holds the men seven days a week, 

and ten hours a day. 

The wages in the flour mills vary from forty-five to sixty 

cents an hour for a ten-hour day. Some of the smaller mills pay 

as low as thirty-five cents an hour. 

The building trades, the only large group that is very well 

organized, have a high wage scale. Union carpenters get ten 

dollars a day for eight hours; bricklayers twelve dollars; 

plasterers twelve; plumbers ten. Due to the fact that work in 

the building trades is seasonal the-average annual ~ncome of 

these workers is low despite the high wage scale. 
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There are, however, forces at work in the community whiqh, 

in a measure, will help to overcome some of the obstacles standing 

in the way of the city's development. The establishment of a 

daily newspaper, 1iThe Kansas City Daily Kansan, 11 is doing ·much to 

develop an esprit de corps in the community at large and encourage 

trade interests at home. Also the establishment of a community 

center, which now is well under way, will doubtless do much to 

foster community soliO.arity and overcome the "inferiority complex'.! 

Furthermore there is much agitation for the establishment of north 

and sou.th thoroughfares which will more closely connect the various 

parts of the city and thus overcome the influence of the main 

thoroughfares' that lead to Kansas City, Missouri. 

Despite these influences, however, there is little doubt that 

there will continue to be divisions of sentiment and interests 

in the community for some time. Robert E. Park, writing in the 

American Journal of Sociology for March 1915, says, "As a city 

increasea in population the subtler influences of sympathy, 

rivalry, and economic necessity tend to control the distribution 

of population. Business and manufacturing seek advantageous 

locations and draw around them a certain portion of the population. u 

In another paragraph he says, 0 Each separate part of the city is 

inevitably stained with the peculiar sentiments of its population. 

The effect of this is to convert what at first was a mere geograph-

ical expression into a neighborhood, that is to say, a locality 

with sentiments, traditions and a history of its own. Within 

this neighborhood the continuity of historical processes is 

somehow maintained. 11 
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Having sketched a background for our study we are now ready 

to consider those organizations and institutions in the community 

which have more or less of a '.civic educational program. It must 

be admitted at the outset, however, that some of the.organizations 

included in the study make little or no pretense at social science 

education, but they are at least an index to the manner in which 

people spend some of their leisure time. Therefore a study of the 

programs of some of the organizations may suggest present de-

ficiencies in the utilization of leisure time which might well 

be turned into useful 'channels of civic enlightenment~ 



CHAMBER OF CO~RCE 
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Introduction 

There.exists in. the city a number 'or organizations which 

support civic projects. A few of the organizations have definite 

civic programs. In promoting their various schemes for civic cie-

velopm~nt, methods of an educational nature are sometimes used. 

At times special meetings are held for promoting civic welfare. 

At such meetings there are usually speakers who are more or less 

well informed concerning the proposed undertaking. Occasionally 

speakers from out of town who are supposed to be well informed on 
~ 

some project are brought in by some organization. The newspapers 
ii 

usually give some publicity to such meetings and thus the public 

is influenced by the organization's activities. Some of the organ-

izations have local as well as national publications which ar1e sent 

to all the members and these periodicals have a certain amount of 

educational value. 

This part of the investigation was done thru personal inter-

views with the officers and members of the organizations. A set 

of questions was followed in the interviews in order that all 

pertinent information might be attained and no possible values 

omitted. Among the questions asked were: When was the organization 

effected? How many members are there in tha organization? What 

are the qualifications for membership? What are the purposes of 

the organization? What are the topics which have been discussed 

during the past year? Who are some of the speakers that have 

appearea before the group? What <iefinite work has been done by 

the organization during the past three years in the way of civic 

welfare? Are any study courses conduct~d under the auspices of 
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CHAiiiBER OF CO.M..M.~RCE 

The Chamber of Commerce which was organiz~d in Kansas City 

in 1917 has 1600 members. Members of this organization must be 

white citizens and of good standing in ,the community. The annual 

dues are twenty-five dollars. This organization has no regular 

meetings; however, a small group of the membership known as the 

Live Wire Group hold wa~kly meetings and discuss topics of local 

interest. This is what may be called an opportunist group, that 

is they consider such problems and undertake such tasks as present 

themselves from time to time. The outstanding feature of the work 

of this group has bsen the annual essay contest which they hold in 

the schools of Kansas City, Kansas. Last year some 235 essays were 

submitted by students. The students of th~ high schools had for 

their subject: Civic Life of Our City. Inasmuch as the winning 

essay may reflect somewhat the general thought of some of the adults 

of the community a few quotations are given from the essay: 

"'Kansas City,. Kansas is one of the cleanest and finest places in 

which to live. Its parks, playgrounds, boulevards, swimming pools 

and its substantial homes make it of interest to the home seeker. 

------In years past many a fine civic ideal went astray or was lost 

entirely because there was no Chamber of Commerce to mother it. 

Now we have a real civic home where ideals are born, nurtured thru 

infancy and finally go forth full fledged to become real factors 

in the life of our city because they have the background of wisdom, 

culture and service.u 

Program of Work 

Each year the Chamber of Commerce formulates a program of 

work. In order to determine what this program shall be a question-
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naire is sent out to all the members asking for suggestions in 

formulating the program. These suggestions are then arranged in 

the form of a ballot and voted upon by the membership. The pro-

positions receiving the highest number of votes are usually adopt-

ed by the Board of Directors as the program of work for the year. 

The program adopted for 1924-25 included the following services 

and projects of interest to this study: (1) Taxation with empha-

sis on Budget Committee to cooperate with public officials; 

(2) Improvement of s~reet car services; (3) Zoning and city 

planning~ (4) Maintalning of building as Community Center; 

(5) Uncompleted y. M. c. A. builtiing; (6) Development of a 

legislative program; (7) Fire prevention. 

The work on zoning and planning has been in progress for 

about four years. Last summer a zoning ordinance was put into 

operation by the city commissioners. The Chamber of Commerce 

committee that worked on this project deserves much credit for 

the new ordinance. Much time was spent in working out a plan and 

presenting it to the public thru the press and public meetings. 

Much of the work of this committee might be classed as civic 

education. 

At the present time the Legislative Committee is being organ-

ized. Just what measures they will 1·oster is not known. 

Nothing has been accomplis~hed in the way of improving street 

car transportation. 

The Soldiers• and Sailors' Memorial Building which has been 

designed for a community center· building is now nearing completion. 

Whether it will be maintained strictly as a community center 

remains to be seen. 



Two hundred thousand dollars was pleoged by the citizens of 

Kansas City last summer to cover costs of completing the Y. M. C. A. 

building. 

Special Speakers 

During the past year the Chamber has had before it several 

speakers of note. Some of them dealt strictly with business methods, 

while others dealt with social and economic problems. Chief among 

the speakers whose remarks could be classed as educational was 

Dr. Irving Fisher o:e Yale University. The title of his lecture 

was JtWorld, Economics. j, The lecture was chiefly about the League 

of Nations and why we should join • 
. 

Last summer Sherman Rogers 1 the well known lecturer and writer 

on the relations of employer and employee, aadressed the Chamber. 

His plea was for' greater cooperation between the worker and employer. 

Recently Richard F. Grant, Prea:tdent of United States Chambers 

of Commerce, spoke before the locEfl:i.·o:rganization on t'Business Ethics." 

One of his remarks was rather significant. Ile said, "The day of 

the 'mailed fist' in dealing with employees is past. Business must 

take a different attitude toward labor.n 

In July Senator Carr VJ. Taylor of Hutchinson addressed the body 

on the subject of taxation. His talk included an explanation of the 

new tax amendment which was submitted to the voters of Kansas last 

November. 

Other Projects 

One of the most recent civic projects undertaken by the local 

Chamber of Conm1erc':j is the formation of the Kansas State Association 



of Chambers of Commerce for the promotion of a better system of 

highways in the state. The Chambers of Commerce are trying to 

ld. 

interest other civic organizations in the state-connected system 

of highways,.. and are planning to support legislation which will put 

their plans into effect. The organization supported the gasoline 

tax bill which was passed by the Kansas legislature last winter. 

Beginning with last year the Chamber of Commerce began a program 

of fire prevention. The only thing that haa been done so far, how-
\ 

ever, is a display of posters in various places of business over 

the city showing the evils of the fire hazard. It is expected that 

the activities of the body along this. line will be greatly extended 

in the fU tu re. 

The Chamber of Commerce is one of the strongest backers in· the 

Com.~unity Chest Drive. The assistant secretary devotes nearly a 

month avary year to this movement and the whole organization staff 

devotes its entire time to this work the week the drive takes place. 

Some of the members of the organization not included in the staff 

1

also devote much time to the drive. 

Reading Room 

The Chamber of Commerce maintains a vary comfortable reading 

room. The magazines found there are chiefly trade journals. The re 

is a conspicuous lack of what might be classed as the progressive 

magazines. The invastigator did not find The Survey, New Republic, 

Nation or Century l~agazines. Among the magazines in the reading 

room are Literary Digest, Saturday Evening Post, National Geographic, 

System and Nation's Business. 
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Events 

The Chamber puts out a small monthly paper called nEventsn 

which goes to each member. The paper deals chiefly with the event.a 

that concerns the Chamber of Commerce. It carries announcements of' 

programs to be given and the projects which the Chamber is undertaking. 

The paper at times contains statema.nts of business ethics which are 

of interest. The following are f4ir examples: "Business should 

render restrictive legislation unnecessary thru so conducting itself 

as to deserve and inspire public confidence." nObligations to itself 

and society prompt business unceasingly to strive toward continuity 

of operation, better conO.itions of employment, and increasing the 

efficiency and opportunities of individual employees." uUnfair 

competition, embracing all acts characterized by bad faith, deception, 

fraud, or oppression, including -c·ommercial bribery, is wasteful, 

despicable and a public wr6ng. Business will rely for its success 

on the excellence of its awn service.u (These are principles of 

Business .conduct which wera .adopted at the Twelfth Annual Metting 

of the Chambe.r of Commerce of the United States. 

Use Made of the Chamber of Commerce Rooms 

During the past year more than 1000 public meetings were held 

in the Chamber of Commerce rooms. No charge is made for the use of 

the rooms. The only restri~tion placed upon their use is that no 

religious or political meetings shall be held in the building. In 

fact the Chamber of Commerce has been serving as a sort of a commu-

nity center for Kansas City, Kansas, the past few years. With the 

completion of the Memo·rial Building it will cease .to serve in this 

capacity to a large extent, it seems. 
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Criticism· 

That the Chamber of Commerce has been a force for good in the 

community no one can deny. While some of its activities may be 

questioned so far as they concern the welfare of the average citizen 

yet on the whole the influence of the body has made for steady im-

provement in Kansas City, Kansas in both a civi_c and commercial way. 

Community spirit is essential to the welfare of a people and the 

organization in various ways has helped to build up a stronger 

community feeling,· both directly and indirectly. It was largely 

responsible for getting a daily paper established in the city. While 

this newspaper has some objectionable features and policies (the 

same as other newspapers) it can in truth be said that it has been 

responsible for getting before the people of this community many 

facts concerning local conditions that otherwise they would not 

have known. 

There is of course no organized system of study for the members 

along the line of economic and social questions. Some of the com-

mittees deal with economic and social questions in the local com-

munity. _Aside :from the local studies by committees about the only 

additional information that the membership receives from the organ-

ization comes thru the special speakers which the organization occa-
11 

sionally has. Since the outstanding points of the special speakers' 

remarks are usually reported in the papers it seems reasonable to 

concluae that the additional information concerning economic and 

social problems which he derives from the organization is indeed 

very meager. 
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LIONS CLUB 

.The Lions Club ·was organized four years ago and has a member-

ship of forty-five, with an a ve-·rage attendance of forty at the reg-

ular weekly meetings. The annual dues are twenty dollars ~nd are 

apportioned between the local and national organization. 

The objects of the organization as set forth in the constitution 

of the Club are »to unite its members in the closest bonds of good 

fellowship and promote a closer business and social union among them; 

to encourage active participation in all things that have to do with 

commercial, civic and industrial betterment; to uphold the principles 

of good ·government; to assist in every honorable way in furthering 

the interes.ts of its members, and toward bringing about a better 

understanding among men; to teach that organization, cooperation 

and reciprocity are better than rivalry, strife and destruoti ve 

competition; to encourage the application of the highest ethical 

standards in business and endeavor, by the exchange of methods and 

ideas to increase efficiency in all lines represented; to take part 

in any meritorious movement which, in the judgment of the members, 

will be for the general good; and to cooperate with other organ-

izations engaged in laudable endeavors for the public welfare." 

From the viewpoint of this study this organization, like the 

other classification clubs, (Classification clubs are organizations 

whose membership is limited to representatio~ from one business, 

trade or profession, hence the membership is classified.) has done 

very little of an educational nature. During. the past year the 

Lions have given attention to the blind but as far ~s the investi-

gator was able to find out, about all the local chapter did was 

to contribute to the support of the publication of a Braille type 

magazine for the blind. The Club endorsed the Citizens' Military 
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Training Camp and the campaign to complete the y . .M. c. A. building • 

. It also endorsed the appropriation bill for the Kansas University 

Medical "School. It has encouraged sports by providing tennis courts 

and baseball grounds for young people. A camp on White River for 
/ 

the Boy Scouts was p&id for by the Lions. The Club has also parti-

cipated in the Americanization programs which are given when groups 

of foreigners receive their naturalization papers. 

Lions Club ~agazine 
f r 

Like the other classificatiop clubs the Lions Club has a club 

magazine. While most of the mat~rial in the magaz.ine is not of an 

educational nature, occasionally. there is an ar·ticle which has 

educational value. One such article appears in the Lions Magazine 

for May 1925. It is an editorial, "Abolishing the Poor House. 11 

nA plan to abolish the poorhouse and substitute for it the pension 

for the helpless is under consideration in Indiana. Give the 

Hoosiers credit for this--they are not afraid to experiment. 

uThat may be worth the consideration of the Lions. The 

Hoosier looks at it from this angle: Many of the inmates of the 

poor house are worthy men and women who worked through a long life, 

and found themselves helpless in old age. They deserve something 

better than the ;,poor house. A stigma attaches to the poor house 

so that many a man and many a woman chooses death rather than go 

there. 

''Instead, the state proposes to grant small pensions to the 

poor and helpless, making it possible for them to live with friends 

or relatives in the knowledge that they are not a burden. 
( ' 

J uThe expense need be no heavier. The money now spent in 

building and maintaining poor houses, employing attendants, 
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furnishing supplies and the like, would pay the proposed pensions. 

And it would remove forever the specter of disgrace and humiliation 

which now hover over the declining years of many an honest citizen 

hoping and praying that death come before the poor house.u 

CIVITAN CLUB 

This is the youngest of the classification clubs in Kansas 

City. It has a m.ambership of fifty with an average attendance of 

twenty-five at the semi-monthly meetings which are held in the 

evening. The organization was established in 1923 and as yet has 

not done very much in a civic way. The secretary of the organ-

izatton states that the Club is still in the process of organization. 

Membership dues are forty dollars a year including the lunch-

eons at the semi-monthly meetings. The members must be owners, 

managers or assistant managers of a business. 

About the only thing which the Club has done that savors of 

social science education is to discuss various forms of city govern-

ment. It seems that the Club is inclined to favor the city manager 

form of city governnient. The Club has taken some interest in the 

unprivileged boy; however, it does not seem that this project has 
ii 

gotten past the discussion stage. Judge Mead of the Juvenile 

Court recently addr~ssed the organization on "The Boy Problem." 

0 P11 IM.I ST CLUB 

The Optimist Club was organized seven years ago and now has 

a membership of fifty with an average attenciance of twenty-five 

at the weekly meetings. In selecting members for this Club care 

is taken to select only persons whom the membership feels it can 
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support in the business enterprises in which those persons are 

engaged, and whose conduct is such as not to embarrass the member-

ship in its activities. The annual dues are twenty dollars. This 

money is apportioned between the local and national organization. 

The chief work of the organization during the past few years 

has been along the line of caring for crippled boys. Whenever the 

members of the organization have heard of a crippled boy they have 

taken the. matter up with the parents and if the parents were not 

able to arrord the necessary treatment the Club has paid the bill~ 

It is interesting to note, however, that the Club feels that its 

accomplishments along this line have not been vary successful owing 

to the fact that ·parents have been unwilling to cooperate with the 

organization in its endeavors. Parents have taken the attitude, 

according to the membership, that the Optimists wanted to "take 

the children and have them butchered up. 11 At the present time 

the organization is considering giving up the "crippled boy pro-

ject u and adopting.the 11 Wolf Pack" idea, which seems to have been 

quite successful in England and parts of the United States. The 
) 

Wolf Pack is composed of boys between the aga of eight and twelve 

years. It is to care for the boys who are not old enough to belong 

to the Boy Scouts and yet are inclined to want to belong to soma 
II 

sort of an organization. 

In addition to the work mentioned above the Optimists have 

supplied shoes and stockings to needy school children. Thru the 

efforts of this organization the roof of the fire department at the 

City Hall was repaired, which before was in a very leaky condition. 

The organization sent the ma~or notice that if the city did not 

have the money necessary to make the repairs on the roof, the 
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by the _city. 

Criticism 

Indications are that this organization is putting forth an 

honest effort to improve the civic life of the community. The 

organization is to be commended for its efforts. From the view-

point of advancing its membership along the lines of social science 

education it seems doubtful if much is gained thru membership in 

the organization. 

COQPu;fui.TIV~ C.wUB 

This club has been a going institution in Kansas City, Kansas 

for about four years. It has a membership of thirty-five with an 

average attendance of about twenty-three at tho weelcly noon-day 

meetings. The annual dues are fifty-two dollars per year, including 

the lunch at the weekly meetings. A part of this fee goes to the 

state and national organizat.ion. 

The purpose of the organization is to promote better fellow-

ship and to keep in touch with civic affairs. Whi,le the officer 

interviewed stated that the organization took an active interest 
ii 

in national politics, he was unable to specify any further manifesta-

tion of this interest than a speech made by u. s. Guyer, former 

Congressman, before the organization on "Our National Government 

as I See It ... Frank Ryan, Secretary of State in Kansas, has also 

spoken to the organization. Judge Mead, of the Juvenile Court, 

recently addressed the organization on °Bad Boys." In recent 

months the city form of government has been up before the club 
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for discussion. At Christmas time the Club furnishes a tree and 

presents for the children at the orphans' home which is located in 

the city. 

Criticism 

There is little ~n the program of this organization which can 

be classified as social science education. So far as the investi-

gator was able to determine, membership in this organization does 

not.advance one along the line of the social studies. 

KIWANIS CLUB 

The, Kiwanis Club was or·ganized in 1921 and has a membership 

of 91. The annual dues in this club amount to sixty-four dollars. 

This amount includes the cost of the weakly noon luncheons which 

are held on Thursday at the Grund Hotel. The average attendance 

at these meetings is about 73. Among the requirements for member-

ship in this club are the following: The applicant must have a 

reputation for integrity and character which is beyond reproach; 

an active desire to see the Golden Rule practiced in social, 

business, civic and national relationships; personal credit which 

is unquestioned; must endorse, subscribe to and support our nation-

ally accepted f,prm of government; must be one of the directing 

or supervising forces in a firm or profession which leads in its 

line in the city. The motto of the Kiwanians is "We Build." Some 

of the purposes of the organization are .. to give primacy to the 

human and spiritual rather than to the material values of life; 

, to encourage the daily living of the ·Golden Rule in all human 

relationships; to promote the adoption and the application of 
n 

higher social, business and professional standards; to develop 
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by precept and example a more intelligent'· aggressive and sarvicable 

citizenship; to cooperate in creating and maintaining that sound 

public opinion and high ideals which make possible the increase of 

righteousness, justice, patriotism and good will. 

Program· 

Like many of the other clubs, the Kiwanis Clubs seems not to 

have a very definite program. The chief work of this organization 

is supervising boys ana girls who are paroled from industrial schools. 

During 1924 the Kiwanians had 44 delinquent boys paroled to them. 

The club seeks to care for the h~alth, education and employment of 

delinquents. 

The organization does not confine its attention to the boy or 

girl who has gotten into trouble but also looks after those of 

delinquent tendencies. The Club had contact with 39 non-delinquent 

boys and 7 non~delinquent girls during 1924. The total number of 

boys and girls which had contact with the organization during the 

year was 90. The following report was given concerning the 44 boys 

who were paroled to the club in 1924: 

Dropped on account of further help not needed 6 

Ran away and have not returned 2 

Moved naway 4 

Broke parole and returned to Indust. School 1 

Broke parole and sent to Reformatory 2 

Died 1 

Number still under supervision of the Club 28 

or the 44 boys paroled to the Club only three broke parole 
. . t II t II · anu were re-committed to institutions--a seven percen repea er 

record as compared with the 70 percent of three years ago, before 
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the organization began thi_s work. The Club of course does not take 

all the credit for this improved condition, "because· the State Parole 

Agent has been particularly active and· ·efficient. 11 11 All the paroled 

boys and many of the others (non-delinquent) are being handled by 

the personal sponsor plan, that is, some one member of the Club is 

designated t? look after each one." 

The report of the Boys' Work Committee for 1924 states that, 

"The scope of our activity has been gradually extended until it now 

includes almost as many non-delinquentsas paroled boys, and demands 

in the inte:r·est of girls became so insistent that during the latter 

part of the year we called upon our Kiwanis women to help in caring 

for them, with the result that seven women are now sponsoring girls. 

We cannot deny the claims of the non-delinquent boy and girl--some 

of them are of the type which easily drifts into delinquency--many 

of them are normal youngsters demanding opportunity for helath, 

education and employment, and some of them have exceptional natural 

ability or talent which the community cannot afford to have neglect-

ed." 

, The investigation did not show that the weekly programs were 

much concerned with social science education. At the time the 

study was made the club was considering the plan for finishing the 
,, 

y. y. c. A. building which was begun several. years ago. When the 

city planning and zoning project was before the city for consider-

ation the club devoted some time ~o the discussion of city planning. 

President Frederick Whitstone of Iowa University addressed the 

organization, at one time, on 11 The Immigration Problem." H. :Id. Beard-

sley, former mayor of Kansas City, Missouri, gave a lecture on 

"The Life of Lincoln." 
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Criticism 

By far the most important work of the club from the viewpoint 

of 1 this thesis is the care of children. While this work may be 

considered more of a philanthrop~c nature than educational it seems 

to the investigator that the experiences of adults in dealing with 

this class of children may be responsible, in a measure, for bring-

ing about changes in our social life which may tend to eliminate 

child delinquency. 

It would appear that this organization as well as the other 

classification clubs offer opportunities for intellectual advance-

ment whicp. are not utilized. If a definite constructive program 

of study were worked out along civic lines it seems that much more 

could be accomplished in the way of civic welfare and intellectual 

advancement. By this ~eans it seems that the organization could 

more completely realize the fulfillment of the motto, "We Build,u 

for to build securely one must have knowledge. 

ROTAHY CLUB 

The Rotary Club was organized in Kansas City, Kansas November 

2, 1915. The Club h~s 100 members. The membership is restricted 

to one person from each trade, profession or business in the city. 
ii 

The person elected.from each of the respective businesses i5 aup-

posed ·to be the leader from his group. Annual membership ·fees are 

fifty dollars. Part of this money is spent for the support of the 

Boy Scouts, Campfire Girls and similar organizatio.ns. 

The purposes of the organization as set forth in the Club 

circulars are to encourage and foster: (a) the ideal of service 

as the basis of all worthy enterprise; (b) high ethical standards 

in business and professions;· (c) ths application of the ideal of 



service by every Rotarian to his personal business and community 

life; (d) the development of acquaintance as an opportunity for 

service; (e) the recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupa-

tions and the dignifying by each Rotarian of his occupation as an 

opportunity to serve society; (f) the advancement of understanding, 
' good will and international peace thru a world ~ellowship of business 

and professional men united in the Rotary ideal of service. 

"Rotary undertakes to inspire men to realize fully their indi-

vidual capacity for one hundred percent citizenship in their state 

and nation, the square deal to their employees, their customers and 
,_ 

business or professional associates, and, individually and thru 

their association in Rotary clubs to bring about understanding, 

good will and international peace. Rotarians through their daily 

business, social and civic contacts, actively engage in the effort 

to reconcile the conflict between the desire for profit for one's 

self and the obligation and duty to serve others." The motto of 

the organization is 4'Service Above Self. 11 0 He Profits Most Who 

Serves Best, n is another slogan of the organization. 

The Rotary Club meets regularly at 12: 15 on Tuesdays at the 

Chamber of Commerce'for luncheon and the weekly program. The 

average attendance at the weekly meetings is 90, which is ninety 
If 

percent of the membership. "Attendance at meetings of the Club 

is compulsory, any member being absent from four successive meetings 

without excuse acceptable to the club directors may suffer for-

·reiture of his membership.n It seems that the rule concerning 

members attending meetings is rigidly enforced as nearly every 

issue of the nwar-Tuboop,u a semi-monthly publication of the Club, 

contains names of persons who have lost membership because of failure 
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Program 

The investigation did not reveal that the organization had a 

very definite program although it seems that an attempt was made to 

formulate something v;orth while as a club program. The "War-Whoopu 

for May 18, 1924 urged the members to fill out a questionnaire 

relative to the program for the ensuing year "so that we won't 

retrograde into a mere luncheon club:;·· a 'much talk and do little 1 

society." Investigation showed that no definite program of work 

was adopted as had been suggested by the questionnaire. 

Among the speakers that have been before the organization the 

past year are: Henry L. Daugherty who spoke on 11 The Gas Situation," 

E. c. Wolcott-->UBoys' Work and the Y. M. c. A. Influences"--and 

w. H. Cook- - 11The Man Who Came Back. " (Ur. Cook was a re formed 

criminal.) 

Two years ago a high school debate team debated a Rotary Club 

team on the Indu~trial Court question at one of' the Club's noon 

luncheons. This program more nearly approached social science 

education than any other the investigator was able to unearth. 

The Rotary Club maintains the following standing committees 

of interest to this study: Boys' Work, Public Affairs, Health, 

Rural Acquaintance and Business Methods. The organization had 

done more constructive work in the field of Boys• Work than any 

other so far as the investigator could discover. The club spon-

sors Boys' Week each year. Last year boys were placed for a day 

in all the official positions of the city including mayor and 

commissioners, high school principals, etc. The Rotary budget 
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for 1924 shov.s that the club expended ~107 on Boys' Work. Each 

year a Boys' Parade is held in the city and is sponsored by the 

F~ot ary Club. 

This orgainzati on res sup:::.:orted the Bommuni ty Chest Project 

in this city. l.~any of the leaders Of the Chest l.lovement are mem-

bers of the Eot~ry Clue. 

The comrnittee on business root.hods deals expecially with the e 

establishment of cotes of ehtics for \'ari0us businesses and pro-

fessions. The ta.ti: v.'hich seems to huve impre~sed the rr1embe.rs of 

the organize.ti on moEt in· recent months was a talk by one of the 

local physicians on the ethics of the medical profession. Just 

how much effect the oi·ganizati on has in ctlie editegtion of eBtab-

lishing codes which will make for better business relationships 

cannot be determined. The t there are op:portuni ties in this field 

goes without E.a~ring. 

"War-Whoop" 

The ''War-Whoop," alre~ds referred to,ts a semi-monthl9 p~b

lication of the Club. Uost all the material pertains to the programs 

and business of tre club. Occasionally there is a short squib which 

is of interest to this study. Tr..e following will serve as an ex-

ample: "City 1.l&n&ger I)lan" - 'tAway back during the days when our 

former memter,lforry Mendenhall, was mayor of this bur.g, our club 

ma de an endeavor to obtain the city manager plan of government for 

this city, but ·)v;ing to certain legal obsts.cles vwe were obliged to 

abanuon t re matter. Eotary 9lub s are expected to sta:y out of pol-

itics, but since the ci ~~i manager plan ES strictlJ a non-p0litioul 

:pro1)osi ti on, there is no more fertile field for 



this club to perform active duty that will be of lasting benefit 

to the· community, and gain for our clµb a laurel wreath of glory 

than to rid ourselves of the extravagant and reckless expenditure 

of the public monies that have made our taxes clumb skyward the 

past five years, with no relief in sight. -------- Why not devote 

the entire time of a meeting in the near future to the discussion 

of this question, with a good speaker leading off for the affirmative 

and negative, and throwing it wide open, pro and con." 

Criticism 

The investigator found that this organization has done little 

constructive civic work. It is true that some of the individual 

members are leaders in some of the most worthy civic affairs of 

the city but the work of the individuals should not be confusea 

with the work of the Rotary Club. The Rotary Club has apparently 

become chiefly a luncheon club. Should this organization adopt a 

definite civic program and carry it out the community might benefit 

much from its influence for this group of leaders, if properly 

infQrmed on great social and economic questions, would have much 

influence for good in the community. 

The organization as it exists does bring together persons from 

many difrerent businesses and professions but most all are of the 
•I 

employing class and little attention is given to the problems of 

the employees. If the club would include in its program some topics 

relating to the employees' problems and call in representatives 

from this class to present the worker's views it would increase 

the usefulness to the organization. 

A paragraph from "The Rotarian," December 1924, the official 

organ of the Rotary Clubs of America, seems to describe, in a 



measure, something of the local situation from the viewpoint of 

this study. The title of the article is "The Throttle Or the Fly-

wh.eel ?" The paragraph referred to is as follows: "Some clubs, at 

least, are becoming too trivial and amusing, and nothing else. We 

mix a great deal of fun with wisdom, and that is perfectly proper 

and fair. We are supposed to mingle exhortation with example, but 

sometimes we do not get the mixture right. We get too much gas in 

the meeting and too little air outside. wa,do not step on the gas 

enough. As I say, I have been to a Rotary meeting where the hour 

was devoted to the uplifting and exhilarating stunt of pinning a 

paper tail to a donkey on the wall. I could see the analogy of the 

donkey but the uplift of the tail escaped me." 

YOUNG M~N'S CIVIC FORU~ 

The Young Yen's Civic Forum is one of the most recent civic 

organizations to be established in Kansas ·City, Kansas. Mr. Frank 

Land of Kansas City, Missouri is the originator of the Forum. The 

mother chapter is in Kansas City, Missouri. Mr. Land is also the 

father of the order of DeMolay. The Forum is a civic and business 

luncheon club ro·r young men between the ages of 2l and 31. The 

club has a membership of 60 young men who have business interests 
II 

of their own, or are permanently employed. The organization 

functions in much the same capacity as does the Chamber of Commerce, 

in fact it might well be called a Junior Chamber of Commerce. 

The objects of the organization as set forth in the consti-

tution are as follows: To promote the sense of civic and industrial 

responsibility; to exchange views and obtain accurate information 

on subjects pertaining to public and industrial affairs; to increase 

the efficiency of each member by exchange of ideas and business 
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methods; to require of each member the exercise of his rights of 

franchise, by voting at all city, state and national elections; to 

co-operate with other agencies in civic, social, commercial and in-

dustrial development; to encourage high ideals in civic and indus-

trial life. 

The business details of the Forum are handled by a board of 

directors composed of ten members who are elected by the organization. 

The organization maintains a committee on committees whose specific 

dut¥ is that of appointing committees. The Forum has standing com-

mittees that deal with special phases of community life and special 

committees are appointed as occasions demand. At the time this 

study was made the organization had committees at work on the follow-

ing projects: Seventh Street Traffic Way, Street Car and Bus Trans-

portation, Community Chest and Parks. The committees have investi-

gated some of these projects and have made reports which have bean 

discussed by the club. The investigations have usually been made 

thru interviews with those who supported as wall as those who opposed 

the various proposals·. 

"The Binok" 

'l'ha Forum publishes a small weekly circular called "The Binok." 

(Taken from the vriork binocular .. ) The papar· is supported by adver-

tising. Most or· the advertising comes from the businesses of the 

members of the Forum or the fi-rms that employ the members. "The 

Binok" contains announcements of meetings, notes concerning members 

and spacial articles written by Forum members. The plan is to have 

each member wri ta an article on· ·some t~pic assigned to . him. Below 

is a paragraph from an article written by one of the members of the 

Forum on the subject ncongress or .. ,t);:H;LSupreme Court?'~- .. 



·, s.'I hava no desira to asperse the integrity of the men who favor 

this ·amendment.. (to· override the veto power of the Supreme Court) 

I admire any· man who is .. sincere in his o·wn belief but I do not be-

lieve, that Mr• LaFollette has considered what such drastic changes 

would. mean. It·would~mean Congress supreme if it passed a la~ which 

was later found to be unconstitutional by th~ Supreme Court then 

Congress; ·by again passing the law, could nullify the decision of 

the judicial department.. It would mean that the president's veto 

power would be· useless." It would mean·that the very essence of our 

government could be destroyed.. It would mean the rule of the minori!;y. 

No,-:my friends,_:·tha people of'· the United States are not yet ready for 

minority dictatorship." 

· ·· ·The young man .who wrote. ·this article is a graduate of one of our .. "• ~ . - . ,·· 

high ·school-s. During his high school career he represented the high 

school in debate, was at times on the honor roll and won the state 

championship in extemporaneous speaking. He is now a student in the 

Kansas City School of Law. This article appears to be a goou example 

of the influence of the public press and political propaganda on the 
.. :i 

minds of the young •. It tends to confirm stJatem~nts recently made by 

one of America's greatest statesmen that "When the students come from 

the high school and university they are not fully equipped for citizen-
. . \ . '> . 'ti :. . . 

ship and after leaving these institutions are largely dependent upon 

the press tor further education.n The article quoted above illustrates 

the contention of this thesis that adult social science education 

conducted in a systematic way under competent leaders is essential 

to the best interest of the country. 

Program 

.This .organization meets each Thursday evening for luncheon and 

prog~am at the Gould Hotel. Sometimes outside speakers are invited 
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and sometimes special topics are discussed ·by the club members them-

selves. Among the outside speakers have been James H. Decoursey, 

president of the Chamber of Commerce of Kansas City, Kansas. His 
-

subject· was .,Citizenship." Franks. Land, founder of the organization, 

talked about the place of young men in civic affairs. 

Among the topics which have been discussed by the members of the 

organization themselves are the following: Street Car and Bus Trans-

portation, Seventh Street Traffic Way, Community Chest, and Fairfax 

Industrial District Development. Special committees were appointed 

by the president to investigate the various projects and mal(e reports 

to the organization. ·The investigation usually consisted of inter-

views with p~rsons who thru office or business were concerned with 

the projects and had some information on the question which was being 

investiga tad. 

Criticism 

There is a need in the community for some such organization as 

the Young Men's Civic Forum. Under proper leadership and dirsction 

much good might be dertved thru participation in such an organization 

and the civic walfare of the community might be enhanced thru the 

proper functioning of such a group. In order for such an organization 

to function most 11successfully, however, trained leadership is necessary. 

So far as the investigator was able to determine, the officers of the 

organization are not properly trained to carry on the work of ·tha club 

in a manner which would bring about the largest returns. It would 

seem that the so called ~fellowship idea" takes precedence over real 

civic discussions and study. The results of the voter's questionnaire 
i 

I which was submitted to the group indicate that the membership is not 

informed on great issues of the day. 



ROS~DAL~ CIVIC CLUB 

This organization, ~ike the Argentine Improvement Association 

.and Grandview Improvement Association, described below, is a sort 

of a sectional ·chamber of Comme,rce. The .chief purpose of the Rose-

dale Civic Club is to promote the interests of that section of the 

city by helping to secure their sha!e of city· improvements, such 

as street improvement~, extension ~f water and light lines, etc. 

The Club meets once each month. The average attendance at the meet-

ings is about sixty. The total membership is about 100. 

Among the projects which have been supported ,bY the organiza-

tion are: _Completion of the Seventh St~eet Traffic Way to connect 

Rosedale with Kansas City, Kansas proper, and the attempt to get 

43rd Street widened. 

The topic which has been before the Club for consideration 

most recently is the proposed city manager form of go·vernment for 
I 

Kansas City, Kansas. The question was presented to the organiza-

tion in the form of a debate. The opposing speakers were men who 

are .supposed to know the merits of the various types of city govern-

ment. 

It seems reasonable to conclude that some enlightment is gain-

ed a·n ci vie matters thru participation in this and similar organ-

izations where ~uch topics as that indicated are discussed. 

, Reports of the meetings of the Club are published in the 

papers, so the whole community knows something of the civic questions 

that attract the attention of the·organization. 

ARMOURDAL& BUSINESS iiiEN'S CLUB 

This club was organized in 1920 and has a membership of 250. 

Annual dues are ten dollar·s. This money may be used in any way 



to develop the Armourdale section. M?mbership in the organization 

is limited to business men in the Armourdale district. The purpose 

of the Club is 11 To promote the interest of the people of this section 

by helping them to get· their share of the good things coming to 

Kansas City, Kansas.» 

Meetings are held once a month in the Armourdale Community 

Building at eight o'clock in the evening. The average attendance 

at such meetings is fifty. Among the topics discussed at the 

regular meetings are~ Streets, police protection, drainage, large 

industries' wants, and other questions effecting the welfare of 
.J' • • 

Armourdale. Among the persons who have addressed the organization 
) 

, in recent months are: Frank Rushton who spoke on the "Community 

Chest 11 ; .Edward JA. Boddington, · representing the Tax Payers' League. 

who spoke on the "Seventh Street Traffic Way." The City Commissi~n-

ers were present at one meeting to present their views on a sawer 

project. 

No definite work has been done by this organization during 

the past year in the way·of promoting civic welfare. Thera are no 

projects now under way which the organization is sponsoring. 

ARGENTINE ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION 
If This Association was founded about nine years ago and has a 

membership of approximately three hundred with an average attend-

ance of fifty at the semi-monthly meetings held at the Argentine 

Library Building. Membership dues in this organization are ten 

dollars per year. This money is ueed to help improve the Argentine 

section of Kansas City. Some of the money is used in encouraging 

various activities in the High School, especially athletics. 

The purpose of this Association is to promote civic better-
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ment in Kansas City in general and in Argentine in ·particular. 

During its existence it has been instrumental incgetting the City, 

with the aid of the Association, to purchase an athletic· field and 

erect a stadium. for the Argentine district·. The organization has 

also been instrumental in getting a mile and a half of ornamental 

lights put in along Strong Avenue, the principal business street of 

that district. 

, During political campaigns candidates for the various ofi'ices 

are permitted to come before the Association to present their case • 

. The organization, as such, does not take an active par.t in politics. 

At the present time the· proposal to adopt the city manager 

plan of governme~t for Kansas City, Kansas is one of the outstand-

ing !)roljacts uno.er ·.consideration by the Association. 

The organization receives a great deal of newspaper publicity 

and in this way the whole community is kept in touch with the civic 

undertakings of the group. Thru this publicity it seams possible 

that citizens who are not members of the organization may be led 

to support some of the projects which are sponsored by this Club. 

GRANDVIEW IMPROV.&M~N'.r ASSOC!i:..TION 

This Association was organized about sixteen years ago. It 
ii 

has a membership of 60 business men and home owners who are especially 

interested in the welfare of' the Grandview section of Kansas City. 

The organization does not hold regular meetings, but meets at such 

times as the executive committee deems necessary. The average 

attendance at the called meetings is about 40. 

This organization has worked to secure the following improve-

manta: Clifton Hills Bathing Pool, White Way on Central Avenue, 

impr·ovement of parks,. eighteenth street car line, opening and improv-



ing of roads leading into the city. While the Association is 

especially interested in Grandview district it has taken an active 

stand on general city improvements. It supported the Seventh Streat 

Traffic Way project and withdrew from the Civic Tax League when the 

latter tried to defeat the project thru state legislation. 

During election campaigns candidates ara sometimes invited to 

come before the organization to present their cases. Sometimes 

local business and professional men from other sections of the city 

are called on to speak to tha Association. 

Vlhile this organization does not possess many attributes of an 

adult educational institution it is representative of a number of 

organizations in the community that are more or less active in 

furthering community improvement. 

TH.ii .M.ONROVIAN CLUB 

(Colored) 

The Monrovian Club was organized in 1923 and has about fifty 

active members. Annual dues in this organization are twelve dollars. 

The permanent membership fee is thirty-five· oollars. Membership is 

limited'to·male citizens of the colored race who are at least twenty-

one years of age and of good reputation. The plan is to limit 

membership to 3001L The founder of this organization declared that 

it was intended· to function in somewhat the same manner as the 

Chamber of Commerce.functions for the white race. So far the organ-

ization's activities have been largely confined to getting a club 

home establishe~ which will cost $6000. A lot on which to build 

the home has been purchased. The home is to include means of re-

creation for the members. The central idea of the organization 

is to promote. the interests of the colored race in Kansas City. 



To accomplish this purpose an_ effort is being made to get the colored 

people to see that their interests in business can.be advanced only 

thru greater cooperation which will result in fostering larger 
business units rather than the small competitive enterprise. The 

organization seeks to have such large business enterprises located 

in the city as will be helpful to the colored people. The Club 
also aims to look after the welfare. of the Negro in civic affairs. 

This includes attempts to have the Negro districts of the city get 

their share of the civic improvements which are made in Kansas City. 

It is also the aim of this organization to help promote clean 

politics by preventing the use of bribes and other unethical means 

of ~ecuring votes among the Negroes. Hearty support is given all 

worthy educational enterpr,ises. The organization maintains a 

scholarship in one of the mission schools of Liberia. 

Among the' topics which have been discussed by this Club are: 

Business Among the Negroes, Clean Politics, Civic Betterment in 

Negro Communities. Among the speakers who have appeared before 

the Club are: s. c. Franklin, publisher of "The Kansas City Call," 
whose subject was "Organization;" Forest B. Anderson, who talked on 

°Clean Politics;" and A. Shelby who t~lked on "Finance." 

Criticism 

This .organization has much the same ~im and purposes as has 

the Civic Forum previously described. The founder of the Monrovian 
Club offered the opinion that the latter would absorb the former. 

If the club home is established as planned it will te a factor no 

doubt _in making the Monrovian Club supreme. Another factor which 

tends to favor tha supremacy of the latter club is the younger 

leadership which it has. The leader of the Monrovian Club apparently 

has more definite plans in mind than the leader of the Civic Forum 



and also a better scheme for carrying his plans into effect. 

The Monrovian Club like most all the Negro organizations 

studied is permeated with the idea of gaining a better place for 

the colored race in the community. This is a worthy aim for no 

doubt the race does need encouragement. It-seems to the investi-

gator, however, that the leaders in the movement for racial better-

ment should give more attention to the attainment of the desired 

place thru proved efficiency and not so much emphasis to cultivating 

mere inspiration in this direction. Along with the creation ·or a 

desire for better things for the race must come the recognition that 

these better things can be had only thru work and effort. 

CIVIC L~AGU.c; 

(Colored) 

The Civic League which was organized in Kansas City about tan 

years ago was sponsored by I. F. Bradley·, colored attorney, who has 

' been practicing law in the city about thirty. years. In explaning 

the function of the organization Mr. Bradley said that it was his 

. idea that this organization shou.ld function for the colored people 

in much the same fashion that the Chamber of Commerce functions for 

the whites. The cons tit u·t ion of the League in corporates much of the 

philosophy found \11in the 'Rotary cocle of rules and ethic a. Among the 

,purposes of the League as set forth in the constitution are: '.co 

encourage high ethical standards of manhood and extend. these ideals 

into business and professions; to develop greater cooperation among 

members of the group; to foster such things as will make for greater 

social efficiency; to develop the idea of service to fellow men; 



to advance the social, professional and business efficiency of the 

members of the organization; to give full consideration to auch 

matters as effect the welfare of the colored race. Each member of 

the organization pledges himself to follow the Golden Rule. 

The League has a membership of 100. Meetings are held the 

first and third Tuesdays of the month in the evenings. The average 

attendance at these meetings is said to be about fifty. Members 

must be colored persons of good reputation. The membership is 

composed chiefly of the business and professional members of the 

race. Annual dues are five dollare. This money is spent for hall 

rent, stationery and support of the Emancipation Day celebration. 

Program 

Like many of the organizations among the white people this 

organization has a v_ery inoaf'ini te program. The founder of the 

League was able to name vary few things that had actually been 

done-which contributed to social science education. He named 

several speakers that had been before the organization but it seems 

that,their talks were of a rather general nature. Among the persons 

mentioned who had spoken befor~ the League were: James Decoursey, 

president of the Chamber of Commerce; Silas Porter of the state 

Supreme Court bench; R. L. Marting, a colored attorney from Chicago. 
ii 

He also said that soma ministers had addressed the ~eagile on timely 
l 

subjects. Whenever any colored person of.note comes to the city 

an effort f.s made to hava him come before the organization. 

One of the things which seems to have impressed the members of 

the organization vary much was the fact that members of the board 

of education came to a meeting of the League when the board began 

making plans for the construction of a new colored junior high school. 



The members seem to have· fe.lt. highly honored that they should be 

consulted on such an important matter. It was also interesting to 

note that the members of this organization claimed much credit for 

their race in putting thru a bond issue for school purposes here 

some six years ago. 

Some interest has been taken in matters pertaining to legis-

lation both state and national. The only thing of a specific nature 

that has been done, so far as could be determined, was that the 

League memorialized Congress not to change the Esch-Cummings Law 

on the ground that it had not bean sufficiently tested. Just what 

prompted the organization to give consideration to this matter could 

not be learned. 

When elections are in progress the League sometimes has 

candidates for office speak at the meetings. Rarely does the 

organization officially endorse any one candidate. In this con-

nection it was intere~ting to note that one of the things the 

League does is to try to get officials to appoint capable colored 

people of' good character to fill such public positions aa are assign-

ed to that race. 

The organization has some sixteen coITu~ittees. Among those of 

interest are! Committee on schools, public improvement, charity, 

~young men, city a 1f fairs, housing and sanitation. The commit tees 

of this organization like committees on other clubs are not very 

active. Recently a swimming pool was made for colored people in 

the northeast part of town and it seems that the committee on city 

affairs would claim some credit for this project tho there was 

little evidence to show that they had much part in the undertaking. 

It was said that an effort is now being made to get the city to 

build a community house for colored people. 



Criticism 

While the founder of this organization undoubtedly had very 

good moti've~f in wanting ·to do somethlng to encourage and help advance 

his· race• in a· social, business and professional way, it seems rather 

doubtful if. much 'has really been accomplished by the League. The 

founder of the organization was rather indefinite in his plans as 

to how he' could'make what might be called a dream a reality. His 

attitude was inspirational rather than· .informational. While the 

organizatfon may serve as a sort of get together club for the elite 

of the· ·rade ·.1t would- ·seem· that- from the ·informational viewpoint little 

has bee11 accomplished.; •. 



Conclusion to Part II 

While a limited amount of educational influence may result 

from the activities of the organizations discussed above it would 

seem that the civic educational benefits are rather meager. Of 

course the fact that most of these organizations have been operat-

ing in the community for a comparatively short time may account 

for the fact that they have not developed more purposive programs 

of civic betterment. Despite the fact, however, that the civic 

results of these organizations are not yet very manifest it would 

be folly to contend that the community has not benefitted to some 

extent by their existance. 

The Chamber of Commerce perhaps deserves more credit than 

any other of the' organizations for its accomplishments in a civic 

way. This may be attributed in part to the fact that a secretary 

and'staff are employed which devote all their time to the work of 

the organization. The educational work which it does accomplish 

is chiefly thru newspaper publicity. However, its group and 

general meetings at times have some educational aspects. 

Most of the persons connected with these institutions are of 

course business ana professional men who have little time to devote 

to the work of the organizations. Considering this fact perhaps it 

is too much to expect any great amount of' constructive work along 

civic educational lines to eminate from the clubs. 



WOM6N'S CLUBS OF KANSAS CITY, KANSAS 

S&CTION III 
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COUNCIL OF CLUBS 

The Council of Clubs was organized in Kansas City, Kansas in 

1908. It had as its forerunners the Federation of Clubs from 1691 

to 1900 and the Associated Clubs from 1900 to 1908. "The Council 

of Clubs of Kansas City, Kansas was organized for the purpose of 

bringing the members of the different women's organizations into 

closer relationship in order to use their combined influence to · 

promote intellectual, cultural, higher social and moral conditions, 

to forward reforms, and uphold righteous principles in ci vie, county 

and st~te affairs without regard to creed or political party." The 

membership consists Of the different women's organizations and in-

dividual members of Kansas City and vicinity. Meetings are held on 

the third Thursday of each month at 10 A. M. The place of meeting 

is the Chambe.r of Commerce. Dues are· twenty-five cents per year. 

Total membership is two thousand. The average attendance is two 

hundred. There are twenty-nine affiliated organizations. 

This organization has four departments of interest to this 

study, viz., Educational, Philanthropic, Legislative, Civic. As 

an index to the work and accomplishments of these departments the 

activities of these departments for the years 1920 to 1924 in-

clusive will be r~ported. 

Educational Department 

In l920 President Thos. w. Butcher of the s. T. c. spoke be-

fore the organization. 0 He brought a message that schools today 

should provide special.rooms :for exceptionally bright pupils that 

they might work to capacity instead of marking time as they often 
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do in the ordinary ~chool room. America needs the best minds for 

leadership.:" ·Three other speakers who came before the club during 

the period covered by this study ·were: Dr. Andreas Bard whose 

subject was "The Woman Four Square;" Mrs. George w. Fuller, member 

of the Board of Education of Kansas City, Missouri, spoke of 

uwoman•s Part in Education;" Dr. Marion Nelson Waldrip talked on 

•popular Education." 

It is rather doubtful if much of this would be classed as 

social science education. Perhaps the address o:f President Butcher 

makes. the .nearest approach. 

Philanthropic Department 

In 1920-21 the philanthropic department reported the following 

aci ti vi ties: County :farm visited and inspected; Juvenile Cour·t 

and Detention Home frequently visited; prisoners visited; reading 

matter and flowers furnished; general information gathered regard-

ing the. most excellent charitable organizations of Kansas City, 

Kansas; playgrounds visited. 

In 1922 this resolution was presented to the club: Resolved, 

that the innocence of childhood can be developed into purity of 

adolescence by wise and careful sex education. The records do 

not indicate if the resolution was adopted. In this same year the 
If J 

club adopted a resolution recommending that a Detention Home for 

delinquent children be established in Wyanaotte County. The re-

solution was presented to the county commissioners and a detention 

home has been established but is inadequate to meet present needs. 

The reports contain many items concerning gifts made by the 

organization to needy persons. No constructive or preventive 

social work has been undertaken with the poor, it seems. Relief 

has been the sola method. 
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Civics Department 

In 1921 the city and county commissioners spoke to the club 

concerning their official duties and the laws governing them. Members 

of the club under the leadership of the department went before the 

city commissioners to protest against a uBull Fightn to be held in 

the city. In 1922 this department had as a speaker Rev. Mr. Louis 
\ 

Bowerman who spoke on ncivic Pride. 0 Another speaker was Dr. L. M. 

Denton who addressed the club on "Woman's Place in Civic Leadership.• 

In 1923 °It was decided that the various members of the committee 

investigate our public parks, bathing pools and tourist camp and 

report> to the proper authorities all recommendations." Whether any 

recommendations were ever made the record does not say. An appeal 

was made to the Mayor and City Commissioners to appoint a dairy 

inspector with the proper qualifications so as to assure the delivery 

of clean milk at all times. This request was.granted and an appoint-

ment was made. 

There are great opportunities. for such an organization.in the 

community. Some of the things that the department have aecomplish-

ed are commendable. But it seems· that the program has. centered· too 

much on the local community and neglected some of the great national 

ci vie questions. 

Legislative Department 

From the viewpoi~t of this study the work of the legislative 

department is by far the most interesting. This department works 

throughout the year in the interest of needed legislation and law 

enforcement. The following are some of the measures that the organ-

1zation has sponsored: 

(1) The child labor amendment; {2) an amendment to the constitution 
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authorizing a uniform marriage and divorce law which will make both 

marriage and divorce in one state legal in every other state; (3) 

the Sterling-Towner bill which provided for a department of education 

in the President's Cabinet; (4) a federal prison for women and for 

juvenile offenders respectively; (5) a restrictive and selective 

immigration law which will operate in such a way as to prevent un-

desirables to embark for the United States. 

Letters of appeal were sent to the Senators and Representatives 

from Kansas asking them to support· the above program. 

Speakers 
) 

Among the speakers who have appeared before the club on the 

invitation of this department in recent years are: Attorney General 

Charles B. Griffith, who spoke on "Law Enforcement," William Pitt, 

chairman of five to investigate the crime situation, representing 

the Chamber of Commerce of Kansas City, Missouri, who also spoke 

on law enforcement. He emphasized the fact that law enforcement 

should begin in the home. 

General Crit~cism 

The Federation of C_lubs is to be commended for the work which 

it has done and is doing. The reports do not indicate, however, 

that a very defin'i te study has been made of some of the measures 

endorsed; and it seems that the plans for the investigation of 

local conditions relative to civic welfare are not well formulated. 

While law enforcement is emphasized the reports do not indicate 

that much attention has been given as to just how it is to be 

accomplished. The records do not show that the club has given any 

attention to the city's industrial problems, including wages, un-

employment and social insurance. Any organization of this nature 



which has for its purpose the betterment of the community and nation 

should not overlook the fact that many of our problems are directly 

traceable to the industrial system and its attending evils. 

BOOK REVIEW A.ND STUDY CLUBS 
i 

The women· of Kansas City, Kansas have several book review arurl 

study clubs. As the programs of these organizations are quite similar, 

only the more important of the clubs will be considered in this study. 

The study is based upon the programs of these clubs as published in 

the Council of Clubs Year Books for 1922 to 1925. 

GUNSAULUS GLUB 

This club was organized in 1899 and has a membership of thirty-

eight. Meetings are held bi-monthly from September to May, as are 

the meetings of other study clubs. 

During the club year 1922-23 the club's study program was based 

on the following books: uQueen Vic.toria" by Strachey; "New World 

of' Islam" by Stoddard; 11Social Ideals" by Scudder; uPacific Triangle" 

by Greenbie. Specific chapters were assigned to members for study 

and report to the club, which was followed by general discussion. 

The program for 1923-24 included a study of the· following books: 

"Short History of American Literature" by Van Doren; "Tail of the 
" Hemisphere, Chile and Argentineu by Carpenter; "Women professional "" -

Workers" by Adams; "Party Battles of the Jackson Period" by Bowers; 

"America Faces the Future 0 by Drakes. 

During the current year the club is studying the following 

books: "World History" by Fueter; "From Tangier to Tripoli" by 

Carpenter; 0 Eminent Europeans of Today" by Bagge:r; "Keeping up with 

Science" by Slosson. 
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The Gunsaulus Club, like most of the other study clubs, de-

votes a part of the semi-monthly meetings to current events. 

The purpose of this club as set forth in the constitution is 

''intellectual -culture and mutual helpfullness." The studies made 

by the organization would indicate that in a measure at least its 

purposes are being realized. In general the books selected for 

'study are commendable and should aid in the promotion of social 

welfare as well as intellectual culture. 

W.ci:STERN HIGHLANDS STUDY CLUB 

The Western Highlands Study Club has a membership of sixteen. 

The purpose of the organization is "mutual improvement thru study, 

development of ci vie spirit and social intercourse." 

In 1922-23 the work of the club centered around the study of 

''American Art. u The program :for 1923-24 was based on the study of 

n!ndustrial Conditions and Women's Activities." During the current 

year the subject has been nsouth Amari.ca and ·Nature." 

COUNTRY CLUB 

The Country Club, organized in 1898, has a membership of nine-

teen. The program· for 1923-24 included a discussion of the follow-

ing topics by members of the club: Education of the Blind; Our 
II 

National Parks; Natural Wonders of the United States; Famous Men 

in Science and Surgery (Pasteur, Lorenz, Curie, Coue); Womanhood 

of India; National Awakening of India; The Pharoahs and Their 

Tombs; Dark Days in Kansas; What the Flag Represents; Sketch of 

.Margaret Hill MeGarter; February• s Noted People; Incoming Strangers 

of Ellis Island; The Menace of Un-American America; What Women 

Can Do With Their Voting Power; Ghi·ld Labor; We Ought to Know Wh:it 

Our Congressmen are Doing; Events and Tipes of Work in South America; 
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Early Ameriean Mothers; History of our Local Newspapers. 

During the club year 1924-25 the following topics have been 

up :for discussion: Powers of Ideals in America.n History; American 

Creed and Its Meaning; American Resources, Opportunities and Occ.u-

pations; Industrial History of the American People; Espaµsion of 

the American People; A Glimpse of the Future for American Women; The 

American Indian; Women of American History; American Woman Authors; 

Contemporary Humorists; The Negro in American Literature; A Modern 

Public Library; Women Educators of the United States; Our Dependents 

the Blind; What Is Happening to the American Home? Sports; The 

Personality of the American Citizen; Our Government: City, State 

and National. 

It will be observed from these programs ·that a wide variety 

of subjects are discussed. There seems to be no consistency in 

any of the programs examined. Some of the topics considered are 

pertinent to this study but such a hit and miss program as the 

organization presents would seem to indicate that little intensive 

work is done in any field. Much emphasis seems to be.laid upon 

woman's accomplishments. 

HAWi'liORNE CLUB 
,, 

The Hawthorne Club, organized in 1905, has a. membershi.P of 

twenty-nine. Among the topics discussed in 1922-23 were the follow-

ing: Art of Yesterday and Today; State Rights; County and City 

Taxes; Mexican Art; American Humorists; Drama of Today; National 

Parks; Wor·ld Museums; Possibilities in Careers for Women; Radio-

Areophotography; American Music and Composers; Oriental Rugs and 

Tapestries, and China. 
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Most of the programs given in 1923-24 included some topic re-

lative to South America. Among these subjects were: Diplomatic 

Relations between South America and the United Stales; Races and 

Nations of South America~ Banking and Financial Conditions in South 

America; Railways in South America; Mining Industries in South America; 

Home Life and Culture in South America; Literature and Art in South 

America; Roosevelt's Travels in South America; The World's Coffee 

Cup and How It Is Filled; Rubber from the Tree to the Overshoe; South 

American Cities. Some other topics were included in the year's pro- . 

gram, inc_luding Science and Invention; Biography of Mark Twain; Civic 
'· Improvement; Kansa~ City Writers; Harvard's Observatory. It will be 

observed that the program of 1923-24 was much more concentrated than 

the program of the previous year. South American culture was pretty 

thoroughly covered in the program. 

In 1924-25 the organization reverted to the rambling type of 

program. Some of the topics discussed \Vere: Ugl.ias, How to Elimina ta 

Them; Best Short Story of the Year; Effect of the World War on the 

United States; Contemporary Drama; The Writings of J. J. Ingalls; 

Contemporary Literature; Woman •.s Part in Municipal Housekeeping; 

Beginnings of Art; Developme.nt of Art in Kansas City. 

HEATHWOOD_LITERARY CLUB 

The programs of this club during the past two years have bean 

chiefly literary; however, a few topics not strictly in that field 

have been considered .. Some of the topics discussed during the years 

1923-25 were: A Hero--Jean Valjean; Our Flag; Kansas Patriotism; 

Oliver Twist; The Influence of Art in the Home; Errors in English; 

Makers of American Literature; Abraham Lincoln·; Edgar Guest; Margaret 

Hill Mccarter; William Allen White, Patriot; Harold Ball Wright; 
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Kathleen Norris; Gene Stratton Porter; Winston Churchill; Robert 

Louis Stevenson;· Noted ~others. 

FORTNIGHTLY STUDY CLUB 

The program of this club closely resembles the one just dis-

cussed. Following are examples of the topics which have been con-

sidered during the. past three years: Loyalties--John Galsworthy; 

Ice Bound--Owen Davies; Modern Historians; O'Henry Prize Collection 

of Short Stor·ies; Kansas Composers; Opera in Americ.a; Poems of Edward 

A. Guest; Flame and Shadow--Sara Teasdale; Debate: Resolved, that 

talent is more common than genius; Colonial Homes and Schools; 

Government; Science ana Literature; Italian, Scandinavian, and 

Russian Composers. 

JUNIOR WESTERN HIGHLANDS STUDY CLUB 

This club has recently been organize.ct. It has a membership of 

twenty-three. During the year·they have studied the culture of India, 

Burma, China, Java, and Japan. The .following is suggestive of the 

topics which have been discussed: Home, Furniture, Food and Dress 

of India; Etiquette, Marriage, Bathing and Birth Rites in India; 

Cave-Temples; South Indian Temples and Rites; Religion, Human Sac-

rifice, Disposal of the Dead in India; Women of Burma--Home life 
II 

and Dress; Children in Burma--Schools--Social Life; Religion and 

Industries in Burma; Industries of Japan; Religion in Japan; Child-

hood· in Japan. 

D.tSLPHIAN GLU.BS 

There are five Delphian Clubs in Kansas City, Kansas. These 

clubs were organized four years ago by a representative of a publish-

ing company which furnishes a set of ten books covering a six year 
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course 9f study. Some of the clubs have become rather inactive. 

Meetings are held twice a month and special topics are assigned 

each member for investigation and report. The first year's work 

was a study of ancient nations. The second year was devoted to 

drama. Last year the clubs studied the history of art. The sub-

ject for the current year is modern nations. 

Criticism 

Some of the book review and study clubs, of course, make no 

pretense at being civic educational agencies. Yet from time to 

time programs are presented which point in that direction. The 

chief criticism to be made of these organizations is the lack of 

unity in the programs. A study of the programs or some of tha 

clubs over a period of years seems to indicate, however, that soma 

improvement is being made in this respect. 

An organizer for the League of Women Voters who had made a 

study of the local organizations among the women of the City re-
'• ported to the writer that the club work among, the women of Kansas 

City, Kansas is hampered by the lack of college-trained women. 

This factor may help to account for the somewhat incoherent type 

of programs which are put on by some of the clubs. 

WOMEN~S CilRISTIAN T&MPERANCE UNION 

The ,w. c. T. u. has six local chapters: Wyandotte County; 

Kansas City, Kansas; Rosedale; Wyandotte Local; Grandview; Jennie 

Combs. The o'rga11ization claims a membership of about two hundred. 

The first chapter organized was the Wyandotte County which was 

established in 1883. Meetings are held one~ each month in each 

chapter. t the meetl.·ngs are rather small, averaging The attendance a 
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about twelve. 

Among the "Declaration of Principles" of the w. c. T. u. written 

by Frances E. Willard, are the following: nwe believe in the gospel 

of the Golden Rule, and that each man's havits of life should be an 

example safe and beneficent for every other man to follow. We declare 

our purpose to educate the young; to form a better public sentiment; 

to reform, so far as possible, by rel,-igious, ethical and scientific 

means, the drinking classes; to seek the transforming power of Divina 

grace for ourselves and all for whom we work, that they and we may 

wilfully transcend no law of pure and wholesome living; and finally 

we pledge ourselves to labor and to pray that all these principles, 

founded upon the gospel of Christ, may be .worked out into the customs 

of society and the laws of the land." 

Among the departments of work of this organization are the 

following: Anti-Narcotics, Health, Child Welfare, Americanization, 

Legislation, and Evangelistic Prison Worl{. 

Annual dues are a dollar. Sixty-five cants of this goes into 

the state organization and fifteen into the county work. The Carrie 

Nation Home, a home fer old woman, is support ad by the W. c. T. U. 

of Kansas; so a part of this money goes for that purpose. The local 

organization also makes contributions to social work. 
II 

Programs 

The programs of' the various local chapters differ a great deal. 

One of the chapters is giving a great deal. of attention to pledge 

signing. They have what is known as the triple pledge which aims 

to prevent smoking, drinking and swearing. Another pledge which 

they_ are trying to get people under nineteen to sign is called the 

Patriotic Roll. The aim of this Roll is to get young people to 
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stop and think about the serious problems. of life. 

The Rosedale Chapter for the past five or six years has been 

more of a current events or study club. Meetings are held once a 

month under the leadership of Mrs. M. H. Devault who discusses current 

events and gives book reviews. Mrs. Devault is not a member of this 

Chapter and is given a small stipend for her lectures. An interview 

with Mrs. Davault, who lives in Kansas City, Missouri, indicated that 

she reads very extensively and appears to be a very well informed 

person. In gathering mat.erials for her lectures she reads many of 

\ 

the leading magazines, eastern and foreign newspapers, and consults 

other sources of information on the subject with which she is dealing. 

Two of the local chapters help support an Americanization worker 

who works among the foreigners of the city. The worker is herself' a 

foreigner and it seems that her work is not approved by some of the 

member~ of the w. c. T. U~· who feel that the wor~k of Americanization 

cannot be successfully done by a person of foreign birth and train-

ing. 

The W~ c. T. u. has tried to exert soma influence ovor state 

legislation by supporting the moving picture censorship law and the 

anti-cigarette law. They also opposed the legalizing of prize fights 

in~ Kansas. 

Criticism 

·With the exception of the Rosedale Chapter of the w. Q. T. u. 
very little work is being done by the W. C. T. U. 's of this city 

that could be classed as social science education. Indeed, the 

indications are that this organization has very little influence 

in the life of the community. As the president of one of the 

chapters put it, "they are just holding on." 
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WYANDO'I·'rE COUNTY LEAGUE OF ViOM~N 

VOT~RS 

The League of'--Women Voters is one of the most recent civic 

organizations to be established in the community. It was not until 

April 1924 that the local chapter was installed. The organization 

has been functioning in the state and nation for several years. A 

letter of inquiry to the state secretary as to why this organization 

had not been established in Kansas City at an earlier date revealed 

the fact that the State League has been attempting to establish a 

chapter in this community for several years but had been "unable to 

get the needed co-operation.n This is a strictly non-partisan organ-

ization. Some of the outstanding projects which the movement fosters 

are: ( 1) ·Political education of women, "thru forums, discussions 

and broadcasting information on public affairs;n (2) law enforcement; 

(3) promotion of international co-operation which is neceasary to 

prevent war; (4) work 0 to secure laws for efficient government and 

laws for public welfare in government;" ( 5) urging women to enroll 

in the political parties and to work thru them to improve the machinery 

· o.f government. 

At the present time the local chapter has some seventy-five 

members. Meetings are held semi-monthly at the Chamber of Commerce. 
ii 

1 The average attendance at these meetings is said to be about fifty. 

Member·ahip fees are one dollar a year. One half of the fee is usea 

to support the League magazine called uProgress." 

It seems that interest in the recent election ( 1924) inspired 

the organization of the local chapter. Since last April the organ-

ization has studied the party platforms, devoted some time to the 

study of the constitution of the United States, held meetings at 

Which candidates for state and local offices spoke, besides holding 
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several meetings ·at which such topics as the Child Labor Amendment 

was considered. Among the persons who have aduressed the League on 

the Child Labor Amendment are: Dr. Florence Brown Sherborn of Kansas 

University and L. A. Halbert of the Council of Social Agencies, Kansas 

·city, Missouri. Plans are being made to send a delegation of women to 

Topeka during the legislative session to urge the members of the leg-

islature to ratify the twentieth amendment. Other measures to which 

the organization is giving some at tent ion include the acceptance by 

the State of the Sheppard-Towner Act, Short _!3allot, and the entrance 

of the United States into the World Court. 

"Progress" 

"Progressn is the official voice of the Kansas League of Women 

Voters. It is a monthly paper which deals with subjects pertaining 

to human welfare broadly conceived. The leading problems of the day 
t 

are discussed in a fair openminded way. Explanations of various 

legislative measures are clearly presented so that the average person 

will have little difficulty in understanding the fundamental principles 

involvsd. 

Criticism 

The work of this organization is commendable. The membership 
ti . is making an effort to accomplish things which will be socially 

beneticial. The semi-monthly programs usually include the discussion 

of soma topic or topics of civic importance. 

INTER NOS CLUB AND SIMILAR ORGANIZATIONS 

The Inter Nos Club is representative of a number of organizations 

whose functions are almost wholly social. This organization has a 

membership of twelve, and holds ~eatings the second Tuesday of each 
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month. ~he motto is 11 While we live, let us live. 11 The organization 

is affiliated with the Council of Clubs and makes small contributions 

to the Sarah Jacobs Uilk:·Fund--:-which the Council. of Clubs has establish-

ed :for the purpose of supplying pure mil.k·. to needy children. 

As one of the members put it, "The chief purpose of the organization 

is to have a good time.n This is a laudabls purpose. However, if 

organizations of this nature would intersperse their good times with 

some information seeking it seems quite possible that the motto of the 

club might be more nearly fulfilled. 

BUSINESS WOMEN'S CLUB 

This organization has a membership of about fifty. The member-

~ ship is rastricted to persons actively engaged in business and pro-

fessional work. The annual dues are five dollars. This money is 

apportioned among the national, state and local organizations. A part 

of the money is useq. too as a student loan fund. 

Meetings o:f this organization are held each week, at which the 

average attendance is about thirty. The programs o~· the organization 

vary from year to year. During the current year the following topics 

have been discussed: Insects; My trip Around the World (by Mrs. Shade 

one of the members); A talk on finance by a lady associated with the 

Commercial Trust f;ompany; A talk on art; A series of talks on eti-

quette. In former years one of the features of the program has been 

a discussion of current events by Miss Kate Cowick, a journalist. 

The investigator did not find that this organization is making 

much of a contribution to social science education. It would seem 

that in an organization of this sor·t a great deal might be done in 

the study of economic and social topics which would be useful to the 

membership in their re@1lar work as well as in their citizenship 

duties. 
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iiISTURY C.LU13 

The History Club was·organized in 1888 and at present has a 

membership of 38. Meetings are held on the first and third Tuesdays 

of the month at the Carnegie Library. The average attendance at such 

meetings_
1 
is aboµt twenty. The membership dues are two dollars per 

year. There ·1s nq limit to the number of persons who may belong to 

the club. The purpose of the club is both cultural and educational. 

The motto of the organization is: "To know nothing of the past is to 

remain always a child.• 

Program 

The course of study of the club is miscellaneous. The program 

for 1924-25 includes some very interesting topics from the viewpoint 

of this study. Following are some of the topics that have been con-

sidered or will be considered before the close of the club year: 
Edward Bok and His Peace Plan; Shall the Unlted States Enter the 

World Court; Work Among Our Juveniles; Government of the United 

States--Executive Power and Legislative Authority; Alaska, the Land 
of Tomorrow; Na~ional and State Government; Our Supreme Court--Some 

of Its ·nacisions; Dawes Budget Plan; The Story of the Tariff and Free 
Trade; Factory Legislation; Our City Government--Taxes and How They 
Are Spent. The· p'.rogram of the club as just outlined differs in some 
respects f~om the programs of former years in that it deals more with 
present day problems. Programs in former years ware more of a social 
and historical nature with little attention given to great issues 

such as those included in the program of ·the current year. 

Criticism 

According to the program of the year as outlined in the Council 

of Clubs Year Book the topics mentioned above were to be presented 
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by members of the-, organization. The investigator found, however, that 

some of the persons on the program got outsiders to come before the 

club to discuss their topics for them. While it is possible that the 

person brought in to discuss the topic might have presented the subject 

more ably than the member would have, the fact should not be overlooked 

that the latter would have derived much benefit from making the stuay 

of' the subject herself. It would seem that a good plan would be to 

divide the time between the outside speaker and the ~ember-who is on 

the program if the member feels that she cannot fill all the time 

alloted for the presentation of the topic. 

YOUNG WOMEN'S CHRIST!i1.N ASSOCIA'rION 

The y. w. c. A. was organized in 1905. The present membership of 

this organization numbers 735. About fifty percent of this number are 

adults, chiefly working girls. The purpose of the organization is to 

nassociate young women together in loyalty to Jesus Christ as Savior and 

Lord, to promote growth in Christian character and service thru phys-

ical, social, mental and spiritual training and to become' a social 

force for the extension of the kingdom-of God." 

Most of the activities of this organization are concerned with 

religion and social service; however, some of the work of the club 
II 

has been in the nature of social science education. The Y. W. c. A. 

has,a legislative committee that works in the interest of' legislation 
' . 

making for the social betterment of the community and the nation at 

large. This committee has been giving special attention to the Child 

Labor Amendment and thru its influence the members of the Y. w. c. A. 
i 

have written letters to legislators urging the adoption of the 

amendment. It seems that no effort has been made to influence those 

outside the organization to take an active part in getting the amend-
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ment adopted. 

Another public question which the club has considered is the 

League of Nations. In order to get the arguments for and against the 

League before the members of the organization a debate was held. w. w. 
Rose, an architebt, s~pported the League and Judge H. s. Roberts op-

posed it. The membership did not make a class study of the question. 

The secretary informed the writer that the group does not make a 

study of any social science problems but aepends upon outside speakers 

for their information. 

Prison reform is another topic which has been discussed before 

the club. The speaker on this subject was a Mr. Booth, who is in the 

employment of Redpath-Horner. While the lecture method may not be the 

best' way to promote social science education it at least has some 

possibilities. Some of the lectures provoke thought and discussion 

and this may lead some to make further investigations on their own 

initiative. 

The reaqing room at the y. W~· c. A. contains some maga.zines which, 

if read., would advance to some extent the cause of social sciencG 

education. Among the magazines:in-.the room are The Survey, Outlook, 

Independent Woman and World Tomorrow. 

Criticism 

This organization does not make a systematic study of social and 

economic problems. What information the membership obtains on such 

problems as a result of belonging to the organization may well be 

classed as merely incidental to other activities. 
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WY.ANDO~fT& COUNTY GOOD GOV~RN1i~i-JT C.LUB 

This club was first organized in 1911 as the Eciual Suffrage 

Association but after suffrage was granted to women in Kansas the 

name of the organization was changed to the Wyandotte County Good 

Government Club. The club has a state charter. The purposes of the 

organization are educational and philanthropic. The membership numbers , 

about 150 with an average attendance of about sixty at the regular 

meetings which are held on the second and fourth Mondays of ea~h month 

at the Public Library. The annual dues are fifty cents. 

Program 

During the past year this organization has been inactive owing 

to the illness of many of the officers of the Club. In past years, 

however, the organization has attempted to deal with some questions 

of a civic nature. The program of 1922-23 gives us an index to the 

organization's activities in this direction. The general subject 

for that year was "State and Local Government.n Some of the sub-

topics discussed at the meetings were: Civics, Our City Commission--

How Can We Help, Kansas Day Program, Activity in Law Enforcement, 

Legislation, Kansas City Seminary, Welfare Work, Americanization. 

Among the speakers of prominence who have spoken before the 

Club are: General;1 Leonard Wood, William Jennings Bryan, Governors 

Capper, Hodges, Davis and Allen, Burris A. Jenkins and Henry ¥· 
Beardsley, former mayor of Kansas City, Missouri. 

As to the actual accomplishments of the Club two claims are 

made. Thru the efforts of this organization a woman has been appoint-

ed as one of the two probation officers of the Juvenile Court. Form-

erly both probation officers were men. It is claimed also that this 
. ' 

organization is responsible for getting better salaries for the 
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telephone girls at the city hall, also better working hours. 
' ' 

During election campaigns this club invites the candidates to 

speak. Sometimes lawn· socials. are held and candidates invited to 

come and present their views. The Club is non-partisan, so all can-

didates are given a hearing. 

Criticism 

As· in the case of many other organization_s of the community the 

program of this Club seems to be of a very general nature and it is · 

very doubtful if much is really .accomplished in the v:ay of civic ed-

ucation. Persons who are held responsible for.the semi-monthly meet-

ings often get outsiders to come in to do the member's part of the 

program. It seems to the investigator that the members themselves 

must dig in and get some information for themselves and present it 

to the Club before these organizations can really claim to be doing 

much in the way of educating its membership. The things which occa-

sional speake_rs may say to the membership will soon be forgotten, in 

all probability. If a mamber takes time· to prepar·e a talk herself 

and then presents it to the group it is safe to say that at lea~t one 

member will remember something of the ciata concerning the particular 

topic. 

Colored Ladies 

The Pierian Club seems· to be the "400 Club" of the colored 

women. The membership of the organization is limited. to 22. The 

club was organi'zed in 1894. It. meets the second and fourth Thurs-

days·or·each month from two o'clock to four, at the homes of the 

members. The average attendance at the meetings is about 1·7. The 

purposes of the organization are cultural, civic and social. The 
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nA little ~earning is a. dangerous thing, 

D~ink deep. or tasta not. the Pierian Spring. 11 

Program 

The 'prog.rani. of this organization varies from year to year. The 

year books sho~ however, that a discussion of current events has been 

one of t&e· maTn features of the organ1~at1on 1 s program every year. 

One year the citib· used for the b~sis of its study Blackmar and Gillin' a 
noutlinas· of Sociology. 11 Included. in. the club's program are ·book re-

(• I 

views. The following titles will illustrate something of the studies 
·• .. 

made by the members of the club:. 0 0utline of History" by Wells; "A 

Sociai Histor~;-· of :the Amer.ican · N~gro" by Benjamin Brawley; "Rising 

Tide of Color1'~_by Stoddard; ,·;A~erican ·Civilization-and the Negro" by 

c. v. Roman; "If Wi~ter Co~as ... by Hutchinson. In 1915-16 the club 
' ' 

discussed many topics pertaini~g to ancient.history; as a basis of 
,..f. • "". 

this worlc Myer• s nAncient History" was studied. 
_·.,. .. 

L ;. Criticism 

:l~'r.om the· viewpoint· of social science education the program of 

this club is very interesting. While the investigator· could not de-

termine the thoroughness of the work in this field it is gratifying 
·,, 

to find that an attempt at least has been made to deal with some 

topics of moment. The fact that all the members of the club are at 

least high school graduates, some have two years of college work and 

four are collage graauates, no doubt explains, in part at least, its 

excellent program of study. 

HOnti~ BEAUTIFUL .n.ND 11LPH.rt b.I'LT CLUBS 

Colored 

The Home Beautiful and Alpha Art Club are two similar org~n-
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izations of colored women. Each club holds.weekly meetings. The 

Alpha Art Club has a membership of 45 and has been in existance for 

twenty-s~ven years. mhe~ome~Beautiful Club has a membership of 

26 and was organized four years ago. The a veraga attendance at the 

weekly meetinga of the Alpha Art and the Home Beau~~ul Clu.bs is about 

16 and 20 respectively. Meetings are held at the member~' homes. 

Both organizations specialize in art work; however, some charity 

work is also done. The Home,Beautiful Club employs a special in-

structor to direct the member.ship in art work. T~e Alpha Club in-

cludes as a part of its program discussions of current events and 

papers and 'talks' on various subjects. Two of the subjects which 

had been discussed reaently were: "Movies and Their ~ffect on the 

Children;" ••Effect of Women's Clubs on the Community." 

It seems that the women who belong to the organizations are 

tr·ying to improve the homes thru the development of proper artistic 

effects. No doubt the organizations are held together very largely 

as a- means of social contact. The amount of actual education de-

r~ved thru membership in the clubs seems very small so far as the 

investigator was able to ascertain. 



OTli~R ORGANIZATIONS AND INFLU~NC~S 

SECTION IV 
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NIGHT SCHOOLS OF IUHiS.rtS Cl'I'Y, KAr.Si1.S 

The Night School in Kansas City, Kansas, was established in 1909. 

The enrollment was about fifty. At the present time about three 

thousand persons are enrolled in evening classes. Classes are held 

three nights per week for twenty weeks. The·schools open about the 

first of October and close about March 15th. It is estimated that 

about half of the students in the evaning classes are over twenty 

years of age. The ratio between males and females is about five to 

three. 

The courses offered range all the way from elementary courses 

in reading, writing, spelling and arithmetic to university extension. 

Students completing a prescribed four year course are granted dip-

lamas. At the close of the year 1S24-25 nineteen received regular 

Night School diplo~s. 

One of the special features of the Night School work is the 

preparation ®f foreigners for citizenship. Under our present nat-

uralization laws candidates for naturalization must be able to speak, 

read, and write the English language, and have a fair knowledge of 
if 

the history, organization, and operation of the government of the 

United States. Through the Night Schools the foreign born can get 

all the necessary training to pass the tests. Even during the summer 

months when the regular Night School is not in se3ssion Mr. I. B. 

Morgan, di~actor of the Night School, conducts special classes in 

constitution and h~story in order to help prepare candidates for 

naturalization. 

Below is the program of the Night School for 1925-26 , incluti-

ing some of the rules governing the work. Many of the peroons 

who serve on the Night School faculty are t~achers in the 
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day schools. The board of education pays the salaries· of all Night 

School teachers except those who have charge of the Federal Vocation-

al Classes and Uni varsity Extension Courses. The Federal government 

pays for the instruction of the Federal Vocational Classes and the 

State of Kansas pays the University Extension teachers. 

7:30--8:30 

Adv. Arithmetic 

El. Arithmetic 

EL Arithmetic 

Bookkeping 

El. Short hand 

El. Shorthand 

Typewriting 

Penmanship 

Typewriting 

El. Eng. '& Spall. 
11 

Adv. Eng. & Spell. 

EL English 

Public Speaking 

Reading 

Reading 

El. Reading 

Reading 

Adv. Cabinetmaking 

Program 

8:30--£:30' 

El. Arithmetic 

Adv. Arithmetic 

Adv. Arithmetic 

Bookkeeping 

Adv. Shorthand 

EL Shorthand 

Typewriting 

Penmanship 

Typewriting 

Adv. Eng. & Spell. 

El. Eng. & Spell. 

Adv. English 

Adv. Public Speaking 

Reading 

Reading 

El. Reading 

Reading 

Adv. Cabinetmaking 



Phys. Tr. (Girls) 

Phys. Tr. (Boys) 

Chemistry 

Orchestra 

Phys. Tr. (Boys) 

Chemistry 

Orchestra 

Feceral Vocational Classes 

Cooking 

Millinery 

Millinery 

Millinery 

Millinery 

Dressmaking 

Dressmaking 

Dressmaking 

Steam Engineering 

Sheet Metal Work 

Boilermaking 

Mech. Drai.ving 

Mech. Drawing 

Electricity 

R. R. Carpentry 

Shop Mathematics 

Slide Rule ' 

Automobile 

Bricklaying 

R. R. Machinists 

House Carpenters 

Coo~ing 

Millinery w 

Millinery 

Millinery 

Millinery 

Dressmaking 

Dressmaking 

Dressmaking 

Steam Engineering 

Sheet Metal Work 

Boilermaking 

Mech. Drawing 

Mech. Drawing 

~lectricity 

R. R. Carpentry 

Shop Mathematics 

Slide Rule 

Automobile 

Bricklaying 

R. R. Machinists 

House Carpenters 

73 
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Carpenter Apprentices Carpenter Apprentices 

Cement Cement 

Mathematics Mathematics 

Plate Development Plate Development 

University Extension 

Sociology Sociology 

Urban Sociology Sociology 

Other classes will be organized to meet the demands. 

Registration Fee 

A registration Fee of One Dollar is required of everyone. 

This fee will be refunded at the close or the Night School to 

those who shall ha_ve attended three-fourths of all the Night 

School sessions, or ninety (90) hour sessions of 60 minutes each. 

Federal Vocational Classes 

Classes in the Trades and Industries and Home Economics are 

organized under the provisions of the Federal Smith-Hughes law. 
11 

No one under sixteen years of age is permitted to enroll in 

the Federal Vocational Classes. 

While most of the work in the evening classes is in the nature 

of vocational training we find in the Americanization classes and 

the University Extension classes in sociology some purely social 

science educational opportunities. While much of the work in Amer-

icanization does not go deeply into the science of government it 

nevertheless is an attempt to do something in the way of develop-

ing better citizenship. The enrollment in the University· Extension 

courses is made up chiefly of teachers from the elementary and 
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junior high schools. So far than as puraly social science education 

thru the Night School is concerned only two classes of people are 

getting the training, the foreign born and the teachers. 

It is the opinion of tha investigator that the Night School 

should extend its curriculum to include elementary courses in 

economics, government and sociology. If efficient instructors were 

secured to conduct such classes so as meet the needs of the ordinary 

business man and wage earner along the lines indicated, much could 

be done in the way of promoting the civic interests of this com-

munity. 

At the close of -the World War it is estimated that there ware 

about 22,000 labor union workers in Kansas City, Kansas. Since 
.. 

that time there have been two major strikes;. the railway shopmen 

and packing house, both were lost and as a result the organized 

workers number not more than 12,000 at the present time. The Q~ild-

ing trades are perhaps the best organized. Among the other organ-

ized workers are machinists, boilermakers, garment workers, moving 
ii 

picture operators, and city firemen. 

So far as the investigator was able to determine very little 

is being done in the way of civic education among the working people·. 

The leaders interviewed seemed to be men who ware intensely interest-

ed in the cause of the worker but were not adequately trained to 

properly cope with the working man's problems. Wages and hours of 

employment seem to·be about the 6nly subjects that concern them. So 

far as the writer was able to find out these are the only topics 

that are discussed at union meetings. 

#The Labor Bulletin,n official organ of tha Kansas Federation 
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of Labor and of the Central Labor Union of Kansas City, Kansas, 

is perhaps the chief educational influence emanating directly from 

labor forces. This is a four paged paper published weekly in Kansas 

City, Kansas. Much of the space is filled with excerpts from other 

labor papers and reports sent out by various labor organizations 

over the country. Recently the paper has given consid8rable space 

to the discussion of certain local issues including the Fairfax 

Sewer controversy and the tax rate. Below are some excerpts from 

the "Bulletin" pertaining to Kansas City, Kansas problems. 

Things That We Should Remember: 

That the Fairfax Sewer is a scheme of the Union 

Pacific R.R. to drain its.swamp. That it was never 

intencied to serve the so called "Benefit District" 

No. Jl. That there is in reality no ubenefit dis-

trict except the Fairfax District. That this sewer was 

put in under a "make believe 0 contract, without open 

competitive bids, as required by law. That this con-
ii tract was entered into by the Halpin-Boyle Co., the 

Tom Torson Co., The Fairfax Drainage co. (in reality 

the Union Pacific) and our City Commissioners. (There 

is little question but that every one of these parties 

expected to profit financially at the expense of the 

Tax Payers of the city.) 

n.N INF1l.N'£ INDUSTRY 

Is the Union Pacific Railroad an infant industry? 

Hasn't it been doing business in Kansas City for ten 

years? Isn't it able to pay for its own improvements? 
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Can't it pay its taxes? Isn't it solvent? ~'hy should 

our city commissioners conspire with it, to camouflage 

itself under the name of the Fair fax Drainage District, 

and masquerade as an "infant industry, 11 asking you and 

me to pay for its improvements and exempt it from taxes 

for ten years? Is it a tramp, a dead beat, a beggar, or 

a parasite? 

INCOM.t?~TENCY 

Incompetency in municipal government is one of our 

worst .ev~ls. The taxpayer pays dearly for it. People 

creep into public office in city government with little 

or no ability _to do the work. Our commission form of 

government provides for a Finance Commissioner. What 

does he finance? NOTHING. Dr. Bassler was ousted as 

milk inspector, two years ago. There was no ground 

whatever. Another was put in his place. We have paid 

his salary. Now after two years, the supreme court 

holds that Dr. Bassler is entitled to his position with 

pay for hi~ time. Consequently you and I have $5,000 

back salary to pay, besides, we do not know how much 

attorney•s, __ fees and court costs. Where is our City 

Financier? He isn't anywhere, when our money is need-

lessly being let out of our city. He is only interest-

ed in the intake of money. Boosting valuations and 

hiking the rate of our taxes. 

LET NO ON~ B~ D~CEIVED 

The Chamber of Commerce committee "sat in" on the 

City Dad's budgets. Carefully analyzed them. Then rec-
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ommended a cut of 8 cents in the rate. Thus bringing 

our tax rate to $1.11 for next year. They showed the 

Dads how this could be done without any retrenchments, 

of anything that is necessary to our city's welfare. 

Now the Dads didn't intend to cut a cent. They intend-

ed to raise the rate. Consequently, they have carried 

out their intention and have established the increased 

rate for next year. They have to do something now to 

make it appear that it was necessary. So they have 

closed the city's bathing pools, the city's hospital, 

and threatened to darken the parks, and close the Junior 

College. They are creating a few mora salaried officers, 

within the city's government, in order to exhaust the 

city's funds, so they can say "I told you so." 

The Mayor· is going forthwith to Topeka--in 1927. 

Yes, sir! and he is going to tell the legislators, and 

they will fix "it all up. The Mayor will return to our 

city, with a right hand Charley, as an expert assessor •. 

Than our \roubles will all be ended. 

Now the Chamber of Commerce has become indignant 

,that its committee's recommendations were not respected, 

and all of a sudden, all the clubs in our city have dis-

covered that what we need is a City Manager. Sven the 

Kansan is in line for this. Isn't it strange that we 

did not know this before. How stupid we are, to ask 

for our taxes to be reduced, when really the thing we 

wanted, was our bathing pools closed, our hospital closed, 

our parks darkened, our Junior College discontinued, our 

city government loaded up with a few more high salaried 

efficiency experts, and then, to cap the climax, a city 
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Manager. Yes, sir! That's what we wanted all the time, 

but we didn't know it. Jesus said, "If a son should ask 

of his father for bread, will he give him a stone?u We 

have.asked for bread, ~nd these are a few of the stones 

that are being hurled at us. Let no one be deceived by 

these subterfuges. What we ask is TAX HliDUCTION. Let 

none of us lose sight of the real issue:Ti:..X H1~DUCI'ION. 

Let's keep it everlastingly before us. Let's close our 

eyes, ears and hearts to everything else. 

We want to hold mass meetings all over the city 

with the one object in view: TAX R.tiDUC'.l'ION. 

Tax reduction, payment of the cost of the Fairfax Sewer, and 

the adoption of the city manager form of government ha~e been three 

community problems before the community in recent months. The ex-

cerpts from the "Labor Bulletin"' relative to the Fairfax Sewer seem 

to explain the problem in the true light. The Union Pacific Rail-

road owns the so c~llod Fairfax District and plans to make it an 

industrial center. It v:as necessary to drain the land in order to 

prepare it for development. Although the sewer is outside the city 

limits the city officials declared the Q.uindaro,section of the city 

a benefit district and are trying to make the property owners in that 

part of the city help pay for it. The "Bulletin" has nupported the 

taxpayers in their fight to avoid payment. It is generally conceded 

that the Quindaro property owners do not and will not benefit from 

the sewer. 

The "Labor Bulletinn has stood for tax reduction. It claims 

that the incompetency of the city officials is responsible for the 

high tax rate. It is interesting in this connection to note that 

the 11 Bulletin" opposes the adoption of the city manager form of 
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government though it is claimed that the latter would in all prob-

ability bring about more 13fficiency in city administration and hence 

reduction in taxes. The sentiment of the editor was that the city 

manager plan of government is undemocratic. He favors the return to 

the mayor council form of government, claiming that it will be more 

responsive to the will of the people. 

So far as the writer is able to uetermine the working class is 

devoid of competent leadership in the community. There is very little 

activity which would pass as labor education. ~he worker is almost 

wholly at the mercy of the newspaper for political and economic guid-

ance. The crying need of the community, which is largely composed 

of working people, is for some agency, such perhaps as a labor college, 

to guide the workers in their civic activities. 

fui.DIO 

Next to the newspaper the radio is coming to be the outstanding 

factor in -shaping public opinion. While many of the radio programs 

are composed of music, market quotations, reporting of baseball and 

football games, some programs of a truly euucative nature are sent 

out. Many political speclchas are now being broadcasted. The voice 

of scholars in various fields of study are occas.ionally heard on the 

radio. Debates between, persons holding conflicting views on various 

subjects are sometimes heard. Such topics as world peace, capital 

punishment. and the development of inland waterways are included in 

the radio programs. Some schools are t1 .. ying the experiment of giving 

instruction by radio, and it is now possible to hear a series of 

lectures on various college subjects by radio. While the radio can 

never fully take the place of the face to face.contact with the 

teacher, it seems possible that thru its use many people may have the 
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advantage of. training which'would otherwise be denied them. 

The radio is being used. quite extensively in Kansas City, Kansas. 

It is too soon to test its effect on. the attitudes of people. Some 

of course pay no at tent ion to the really educative programs. It sec!l:i.s 

fair to· say, however, that the radio is a factor to be reckoned with 

as an educational factor and that its influence will continue to in-

crease •. 

The Community Chest was established in Kansas City, Kansas in 

1922. One hundred ten thousand dollars was raised for 1926 by the 

organization ta help support the sixteen agencies which receive finan-

cial aid thru the Community Chest. An expert social executive is 

employed at five thousand dollars per year to direct the work of 

raising funds and supervising the member organizations. Among the 

social agencies which receive money from the Chest are: Visiting 

Nurses Association, Y. w. c. A., Associated Charities, Boy Scouts, 

Campfire Girls. 

Some two hundred citizens serve on committees and help to 
II 

direct the work of the various agencies. Persons who serve on the 

committees dealing with organizations which are national in scope 

receive literature concerning the activities and work of the organ-

ization from the national head quarters. This helps to educate the 

committeemen conce·rning their duties and responsibilities as advisers 

and directors of the work of the several agencies. Thru the committee 

meetings v/hich are sometimes held under the d.irection ·or a trained 

worker the committeemen also get an insight into some social problems 

which otherwise might escape their attention. The problems discussed 

include health, recreation, care of poor, child welfare, etc. No 
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doubt some substantial educational value~ result from participation 

in the committee activities. 

KANSil.S CI'.rY, ~11 SSuURl INgLUENG.c,;S 

The proximity of Kansas City, Kansas to Kansas City, Missouri 

necessitates our giving some attention to the organizations and in-

stitutions in Kansas City, Missouri which have an influenca on civic 

life of Kansas City, Kansas. Some citizens of this city belong to 

covic and social organizations in Kansas City, Missouri, among which 

may be mentioned the Kansas City Athenaeum Club, University Womens' 

Club, Knife and Fork Club, Business Womens' Club. 

So far as the investigator was able to determine, it is the 

women of Kansas City, Kansas who have had college training who belong 

to the Kansas City, Missouri organizations. This may be explained by 

the fact that according to at least one investigator of womens' clubs 

in Kansas City, Kansas, there are few women in this city, outside of 

the teaching profession who have had college training, and so the few 

join with the clubs in Missouri th~t have programs to their liking. 

While there are some men of Kansas City, Kansas who belong to 

Kansas ·city, Missouri clubs it would seem that the proportion is not 

so great as that of the women. Kansas City, Kansas is quite well 

supplied with mens' organizations that carry on programs very similar 

to those of other cities, so there is little need for them to join 

Missouri organizations. 

Another Missouri influence to be considered is the Kan3as City, 

Missouri pulpits. Many Kansas people attend Sunday evening services 

in Missouri churches. Some consid9ration of Missouri pulpits may 

therefore be included in the influences on civic education in Kansas 

City, Kansas. 
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CilURGH~S 

It is very difficult to determine the extent of social science 

education that is gained thru church activities. Indeed it may be 

claimed by the churches that it is not the function of the church to 

attempt social science education. However, since the church has for 

one of its purposes the betterment of social conditions it would 

seem that a part of the program of the church might profitably be de-

voted to this very important phase of education thru which better 

economic and social conditions might be attaine~. 

In order to _get some index as to the general context of the 

pulpits' contribution to the field of social science education, the 

investigator had students of his debata classes outline sermons they 

heard during the four·weeks preceding the general election of 1924. 

In addition to outlining the sermons, they were asked to make note 

of such.newspapars and magazines as were mentioned by the preachers. 

A list of subjects an~ names were included on the blank on which the 

student made his report. He was asked to check each subject or name 

1 mentioned in the sermon reported tj.pon. The following topics were 

included in the list. The number after each subject indicated the ,, 
number of sermons in which the subject was mentioned, in the fifty 

sermons reported upon. About half of the sermons reported were from 

Kansas City, Missouri pulpits. The reason for this being that the 

students were attracted by the more modern subjects discussed in the 

Missouri pulpits. 

League of Nations 4 Unemployment 1 

Child Labor Laws 1 Inequality of Wealth 7 

Health Problems 2 John w. Davis 4 

Conditions of' Courts 10 Calvin Coolidge 6 

Socialism 4 Robert LaFollette 2 



Taxation 2 

Ku Klux Klan 3 

Bad Housing Conditions 1 

Charles Dawes 

Burton K. Wheeler 

2 

1 
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The following magazines were mentioned the number of times 

indicated: Christian World.,l);l~osmopolitan (2); Literary Digest (l); 

American Bar (l); Review of Reviews (1). 

The following significant statements were taken from the outlines 

of sermons: "Taxation would increase if the churches were abandoned. 11 

.nYellow journals are worse than the saloon. 1' "The Constitution is 

immortal; it is the work of God." "Science of war has become so great 

that if we have another war Christianity and civilization will be 

destroyed." "There are no real statesmcm in America. 11 Most of these 

statements were taken from the sermons of a Kansas City, Missouri 

minister who draws the largest crowds of any other minister in the 

city. This minister was the only one reported upon who really dealt 

riirectly with the campaign and its issues. lie dealt only with what 

he termed the moral issues of the campaign, and the positions of the 

candidates, both state and national, on these issues. 

) Aside from th1e above study the investigator made a study of the 

newspaper reports of sermons coyering several weeks. While it must 

be admitted that the newspaper reports on sermons are not a satis-

factory way of determin~ng the full context of the sermon it gives 

some indication of the trend of the offering. In one hundred of the 

sermon reports read the investi·gator found very little material of 

educational value. Most of the sermons were inspirational rather 

than educational. 

While the investigator realizes that this study of the pulpit 

productions is far from conclusive it seems safe to conclude that 
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the amount.of social science education which the people of this 

community gain thru church attendance is small. 

PARENT-'I'iiAGli~RS' ASSOCIA1\ION 

(White) 

Tha Parent-Teachers' Association was organized in Kansas City 

in 1912 and has a paid up membership o~ 7,086. Membership dues are 

ten cents per year. Some parsons who are not paid up mambers of the 

organization take part in its activities, so the Association claims 

a parti~ipating membership of about 11,000. Prior to the organization 

of the P .. T. A. there existed about twelve Mother's Clubs which 

carried on a program similar to the P. T. A. 

There are forty-four uifferent groups affiliated with the 

Federation of Parent-Teachers. All the groups carry on a similar 

program. The plan of these programs is "to promote chi ltl-welfara 

in the home, school and community." This is ofcourse the fundamental 

purpose of the P. T. A. 

Among the topics consi_der•ed by the organization during the past 

year that are within the social science field are the following: 
ii 

Thrift, legislation, health, juvenile court, supervised play, child 

welfare and homemaking. As in many of the other organizations the 

topics are usually discussed by speakers who do not belong to the 

organization. 

According to the statement of an officer of the P. T. A. the 

chief iccomplishment of the organization during the past year was 

to help pravent the repeal of the Anti-Cigarette and Motion Picture 

Censorship Laws. 

Criticism 

Membership in the P. T. A. does not, so far as the investigator 
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was able to determine, result in much instruction in social science 

topics. Some of the topics in the program have no direct relation 

to social science; and with the organization meeting only once a 

month for an hour and a half, and with an outside speaker presenting 

the topic, it appears that only meager advancement is made, if any, 

along the line of social science education. 

Some of the topics suggested for the high school group for next 

year's program would, if properly handled, contribute a great deal 

to social science education. These include financing the schools; 

adolescence, its character and dangers; citizenship; laws affecting 

children; leisure time activities; recreation; social standards; 

vocational guidance; reading for adults; social hygiene. 

FOR~I GN~RS:.'~ ORGANIZA'HONS 

The population of Kansas City, Kansas, contains a large for-

eign element.. In conducting inve·stigations apiong foreigners the 

author interviewed the priests of some of the churches largely 

attended by foreigners, leaders of.some of the foreign groups, 

visiting nurses, the director of the Bethel Neighborhood Center 

and the director ot the Americanization classes who is also the 

principal of the Continuation School. 

Aside from the training given in preparing the immigrant for 

the externals of citizenship the investigator found little of an 

educational nature going on among the foreigners. Various agencies 

are carrying on the Americanization work, preparing foreigners for 

citizenship. As mentioned in other parts of this thesis the Bethel 

Neighborhood Center, the night school and some of the churches 

conduct such classes. All use the publications of the Labor Depart-

ment in conducting this work and the Constitution of the United 

·States forms the basis of most of the instruction. 
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Among the foreign-born there e~ist such benevolent organizations 

as the Lodges of St. Marys, St. .Joseph, St. George, St. Peter, St· 

Paul, st. Veronica, which pay sickness and· funeral benefits. So far 

as the investigator was able to-determine, however, the membership 

is not advanced educationally thru -these organizations. 

B t NAI cl I R.I 1'ii 

The B' Nai B' rith is the only civic organization among the 

Hebrew adults of the city. This is a national organization. The 

local chapter was organized about twenty years ago and now has a 

membership of 150. Any Jewish person over twenty-one yeai:·s of age 

and of good character is eligible to membership. If persons are not 

American citizens at the time of admittance to the lodge they must 

be natu~alized within five years or be automatically dropped. The 

fees are ten dollars per year. This money is used for welfare work 

among the unfortunate members of the race. A part of the local dues 

goes to the national organization. The chief purpose of the organ-

ization is of course to promote the welfare of the Jewish people. 

Meetings are held semi-monthly in the evenings. The average attend-
" anca is about thirty. This organization has a woman's auxiliary of 

forty members. The program of the latter is practically the same 

as that of the men. 

Program 

From the view point of this investigation the work of the in-

tellectual advancement committee is of most interest. Under the 

direction of this committee several programs have been put on that 

savor of social science education. One of the topics discussed at 

a recent meeting was the Child Labor Amendment. A squad of debaters 
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from the high school gave a debate before the organization on the 

Philippine Islands. Attorney General Chas. Griffith addressed the 

lodge on "The Constitution. 11 Professor w. A. Lewis of the Kansas 

City, Missouri, Junior College lectured on social problems. One 

program included a talk by a Catholic priest, a Jewish rabbi and 

a Protestant minister. 

Criticism 

This organization seems to ba moving in the direction of con-
I 

str~ucti ve social work. The program is. commend.able. 

BETHEL NEIGHBufuiUOD CENTER 

This institution, located near Seventh and Central Avenue, is 

supported by the Community Chest and the Baptist Churches. It is 

a sort of foreign mission. During the past year twenty-two nation-

alities have been brought in touch with this organization. While 

much of the work of the Center is .with children, classes in Amer-

icanization are conducted in the building maintained by the organ-

ization. During the past year about sixty-five adults attended 

these classes. Of11 this number seventy-fl ve percent were women. 

Many of the women are workers in the packing houses, where their 

work requires them to stand most of the day, but despite this they 

came. to the classes three nights a week. The adults are divided 

into three groups for instruction, according to educational advance-

ment. Children sometimes accompany the parents to class in order 

to help the parents learn to read and write. 

As a guide to the Americanization instruction, publications 

of the Federal Department of Labor are used. One of the books of 

this series deals largely with the Constitution. Other books, used 
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·largely in the c.lasses where the foreigners are learning to read 

the English language, contain simple statements concerning such 

matters as Workmen's Compensation, City Government, Safety First, 

Cooking, Using the Libr·ary, etc. The readers also contain paragraphs 

on and pictures of some of our leading statesmen, such as Washington 

and Lincoln. During the past year Foster's American History has 

been used quite extensively as a text fn the Americanization classes 

at the Bather Neighborhood Center . 

.PAREN'l*-T.&A.Gil~RS' ASSOCIATION 

(Colored) 

The Parent-Teachers' Association for colored people claims a 

membership of 1500. There are thirteen schools i'or colored child-

ren in the city. The principal work which this organization has 

been doing is of a charitable nature. Supplies, including books 

and clothing, have been furnished needy children so that they could 

continue their school work. One school raised thrae hundred dollars 

for this kind of work. Some money has been raised to buy play-

ground equipment. The money is obtained thru dinners and donations. 
ti 

Among the topics which have been discussed in the regular meet-

ings, which are held.once every six weeks, are the following: 

Welfare Work; Health; Delinquent Children. Professional men and 

women of the colored race have been the principal speakers·, among 

them Principal J. A. Hodge, of Sumner High School; I. F. Bradley, 

one of the leading colored attorneys; Dean Jones of Western Univar-

sity; Dr. Thompson, colored physician; Mrs. Rose Jenkins, President 

of the State Federation of Colored Women's Clubs in Missouri; Mrs. 

Keeling of Western University. 

While the amount of actual social science education incidental 
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to the activities of this organizations seems to be rather limited 

some of the activities of the Association are very commendable and 

are no doubt fruitful of much good .. 

~TliOPU.LI 1l'AN LIF~ INSUHANC.&; COMJ:.AHY 

The Metropolitan Life Insurance Company puts out some literature 

which is of a distinctly educational nature. The two points em-

phasised in the literature circulated among the insured are thrift 

and health. This company insures both adults and children. Two of 

the pamphlets deal especially with the care of children. One pam-

phlet called aThe Child• contains information concerning the proper 

care of a babe until it is past two years of age. The pamphlet in 

question contains valuable information which if followed would 

materially reduce the infant mortality rate in this community. (The 

infant mortality rate in Kansas City, Kansas is very high compared 

with other cities.) Another pamphlet dealing with child welfare is 

called 11 Whooping Cough. 0 One circular which makes a rather strong 

appeal is entitled "Flies or Babies, Which?" It has a cut showing 

the flies going from the garbage C:3.n to the baby's nursing bottle, 
ii 

while he lies asleep in bed holding it with one hand. A statement 

on this circular says, "The fly is more deadly than any single 

known disease." 

Other pamphlats bearing on health education are "Tubarculoais--

How to Prevent and How to Cure;"' "The Conquest of Typhoid Fever;'' 

"Clean Up and Clear Up; u "Overwe:i.ght--Its Cause and Treatment." All 

of the pamphlets contain some very sound advice. Another book of 

interest is "Tha Metropolitan Cool{ Boolr." It contains some recipes 

for wholesome dishes and the saving of left overs. In the front 

of the book are the following suggestions: "It pays to buy clean 
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food from a clean store. It is cheaper to buy in larger quantities. 

Food should be kept clean and covered. Milk and cream should be kept 

covered in an ice:.box. '°:'Meat and fish should be taken out of paper 

wrappings when put in an ice-box. 

A pamphlet called "Lat Budget Help" is a discussion of a prac-

ticable method of making expenditures conform to income. Thia pam-

phlet contains a budgeting schedule for salaries ranging from e100 

to ~800 per month. The pamphlet also contains the testimonials of 

several persons who have used the budget and have saved money by so 

doing, so it would seem that the literature may be having a real ed-

ucational effect~ 

In addition to the literature circulated by the Company, visit-

ing nurses are employed to oversee the care of policy holders when 

they are ill or injured. Some of the work of the nurses may be class-

ad as educational, as they make suggestions for the care of the sick, 

and distribute the literature of the Metropolitan Life Insurance 

Company among their patients. During the past .year 10, 767 calls 

were made by nurses to Metropolitan ·policy holders. This work is 

done by the nurses of the Visiting Nurses Association. During the 
ii 

past year the Metropolitan contributed $7,013.80 to the support of 

the Association. 

VISITING NURS~S ASSOCliiTION 

This organization has been operating in this city for eleven 

years. Bedside care and instruction in personal hygiene are given 

to people in their homes. The Visiting Nurses respond to every call 

irrespective of race, religion, or ability to pay. The organization 

has thirteen nurses, four of whom are coloreu. During the year 1924 

the nurses made 27,384 calls. One thousand nine hundred and twenty-
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young babies. 

Aside from the oral instruction in health matters, much lit-

erature is distributed among the patients. Much of the literature 

is furnished-by the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, some by the 

Child Welfare Department of the State of Kansas and the Children's 

Bureau of the Federal Government. Some of the pamphlets put out by 

these various organizations deal with the same subject. The nurses 

usually leave just one pamphlet at a time as it
1 
is thought the pa-

tients will give more attention to them than if they were all left 

at once. 

While it is not possible to exactly measure the influence of 

this organization on the life of the community 1 t is interesting to 

note that the infant mortality rate of Kansas City, Kansas has fallen 

from 112 per thousand in 1917 to 75 in 1924; the tuberculosis aeath 

rate from 182.1 per 100,000 in 1913 to 96.9 in 1924; the typhoid 

death rate from 30.3 per 100,0uu in 1913 to 4.9 in 1924. All of this 

improvement cannot be attributed to the work of the Visiting Nurses, 

for there have been other forces at work in the community vthich have 
Ii 

made for improve~ent. 

AMERICAN ~D GROSS 

The only phase of the work of this organization of interest to 

this investigation is its maintenance of classes in Home Hygiene 

for the colored women. The report of the organization for 1923 

describes this work as follows: "Last spring and summer the sum 

of $498.24 was expended upon classes in Home Hygiene and Care of 

the Sick among colored women. As a result of this work, approxim-

ately 100 colored women, representing 100 homes in this city re-
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subjects: Causes and prevention of sickness; health and the home; 

the care of babies; indications of sickness; equipment and care of 

sick mooms; beds and bedmaking for sick persons; baths and bathing 

sick persons; appliances and methods for the sick room; feeding the 

sick; medicines·and other remedies; care of patients with communicable 

diseases; commun ailments; care of children; convalescents, chronic 

and the aged. Our chapter, in the interest of economy, discontinued 

its classes for white women last year. This is: somewhat at variance 

with the policy of the National Red Cross, as 46,014 women graduated 

from these classes in the United States last year, and many author-

ities credit this and other health work of the Red Cross with having 

had much to do with the great decrease in death and sickness in the 

United States this year.« 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCj~M~NT OF COLORi!:D P~OP.i.d 

While this organization does not function locally to any great 

extent some 500 negroes of Kansas City, Kansas are members of the 

organization and thereby contribute to the support of the national 

organization. Members of the Association are classed into the groups 

according to the amount they contribute to the cause. Persons who 

pay the annual membership fee of one dollar are members, those who 

pay five dollars are blue certificate members while those who pay 

ten dollars are gold certificate members. 

·. -The purpose of the Association is to advance the negro race 

socially, economically, and politically. One of the outstanding 

features of the program has been to spread propaganda in support of 

the Dyer Anti-Lynch B~ll. Every lSnching that occurs is investigated 

by the organization. The investigators are usually white people in 



94 

the employment of' the Association. The organization is in fact partly 

supported by white parsons. The president of the Association at the 

present time is Morphay,Storey (white), a Boston lawyer. 

The organization has been carrying on a campaign against peonage 

in the South and insists that the negro shall not be denied the right 

to vote. This organization carried the famous "grandfather clause" 

to the United States Supreme Court and won the decision. In commu-

nities where the education of the negro is neglected the Association 

uses its influence to bring about better educatipnal conditions. 

As was stated above, the Associ~tion does not carry on any 

active work in this city as the negro is fairly well ca red for. How-

ever a reserve is kept in the local treasury for emergencies. 

11The Cr1. sis" 
11 The Crisis, 0 the national or.gan of the Association, carries 

some interesting material from the viewpoint of this study. It de-

votes much attention to the accomplishments of the negro in various 

lines of activity and encourages education of a practical nature. 

An item of interest in the February, 1924 issue relates to the birth 

rate and mor'Lali ty "rate of the negro .. as compared with the correspond-

ing rates for whites in the registration area of the United States 

In the last five years the birth rate has increased among the negroea 

while it has decreased among the whites. Of course the infant mor-

tality rate is greater among the negro than the white. However, 

where the mortality rate dropped from 185 per thousand in 1916 to 

108 in 1921. 1rhe rate among,. the whites for the same period was 99 

in 1916 and 72 in 1921. "The Crisis" shows how the nsgroes are dis-

criminated against in matters relating to education, especially in 

the South. An item entitled uTo the Negro People" shov:s that up 
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until 1919.th~ negro schools of Delaware were dependent, in whole 

or in part, upon the meager support provided by taxes upon small 

holdings of negro property owners. This magazine does not look up-

on the Klan as a friendly organization to the negro, as some claim 

it is. 

Criticism 

There seems little doubt but this organization does serve as 

an educational agency to some extent. The investigation of lynchings 

and spreading of propaganda against such has undoubtedly had some 

'influence in reducing the extent of that crime in the United States 

in recent years. The chief thing of interest from the standpoint 

of this study is the support given the Association by the colored 

people of Kansas City, 

GITIZ.J.SNS I PORUM 

(Colored) 

The Citizenst Forum is the outstanding organization among the 

colored people from the viewpoint of this stucty. This organization 

has been in existance for about seventeen years. Any person who 
ti 

attends the meetings is considered. a ·-member. ·All meetings are open 

to the public. There are no dues, Free will offerings are taken. 

This organization meets regularly every Sunday aftern~on from four 

to six o'clock at the Metropolitan Church. The attendance runs from 

100 to 800 depending on the impc»rtance of the program to be gi van. 

The organization serves as a clearing house for ideas pertaining 

to the .betterment of the race. The Forum is non-political and non-

sectarian. 
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Program 

The program seems to vary with the set of officers in charge! 

At each meeting they aim to have a main speaker, colored or white. 

Current topics are discussed under the leadership of a person who 

has been appointed for this work a few weeks in advance of the ocoa-

sion. Any member has the right to enter into the discussion of the 

current topics. At each meeting they have congregational singing 

and often special music by sol"oists or orchestra. Another thing 

that the organization does is to observe the birthdays of the great 

leaders of their race as wa11· as leaders of the white race who havt."~ 

been their benefactors. The birthdays of Booker T. Washington and 

Frederick Douglas are among those celebrated. The Emancipation Day 

celebration is also sponsored by this group. 

Among the leading speakers that have been before the organization 

in recent years have been: c; L. Brokaw, a banker, who spoke on 

"'Thrift," Reverend Fred M.. Bai lay, District Supt. of the M. E. Church, 

and Dr. Franklin Ream, pastor of the First M· E. Church, (white) 

gave addresses on inter-racial welfare. Mr. L. A. Halbert, secretary 

of the Council of Social Agencies in Kansas City, Missouri has also 
If 

spoken before the Forum. He dealt with social, economic and racial 

problems. Among the prominent colored men. who h~ve addressed the 

organization is the late President H. T. Kealing of 7/estern Univer-

sity. His address, it seems, was a plea for the race to be on the 

alert for opportunities. The subject was "Man Without Eyelids. 11 

Criticism 

This· organization is of special interest to this study because 

it is making a substantial contribution to adult education of the 

type essential to a trained intelligent citizenship. It is interest-
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ing to note that the-meetings are held on Sunday afternoon. Other 

people might use a part of the Sabbath in a like manner and profit 

as a result.. While there is little doubt but that the program might 

be worked out in a more systematic manner the leaders are to be com-

mended for their efforts. This organization is one of the most prom-

ising adult educational institutions that exists in the community. 

CIVIC TAX L~AGU~· 

The Ci vie Tax League was organized in 1924.. The purpose ·of 

this organization as set forth in "The Tax-Payers• Bulletin, 11 a 

publication issued by the organization and distributed to all tax-

payers in the city, is "To prevent oppressive, burdensome taxation, 

to secure economical expenditure of public revenue, to prevent the 

passage of unwise ordinances and laws, to secure the passage of sane 

and constructive legislation and to ciisseminata tax facts to the 

public, to interest all taxpayers in our economic tax problems, to 

prevent selfish minorities from putting over gigantic expenditures 

f'or their own personal gains at the expanse of the public, and to 

adjust our economic situation that is our tax rate, to public ex-

penditures so that we can again compete with other industrial centers 

for new industries and new investors." 

This organization claims a membership of 2,000. The ~r.;g:tnal 

organization ihcluded some of the leading bankers, lawyers, doctors 

and business men of the city. It is quite significant·that this 

organization has the support of the large corporations of the city, 

especially the packing houses. 

To· carry out the program of' this organization a fund of t50,000 

was to be raised over a period of two years "to be allocated among 
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the various parties signing this and other agreements identical to 

this," .~nd "it is understood that the law firm of Robertson, Higgins 

and Boddington shall have general charge of the movement, matters 

and program herein referred to and shall receive i'or their services 

"' the sum of ~10,000 a year." It was further provided in the agreement 

under which this organization was formed that the uso of' the balanm 

of eB5, 000 per year which was to be raised and expended· by the or&ran-

ization should be used "to employ such help, council and attorneys 

and incur such expense as in the judgement of the committee may be 

proper to carry into effect the purposes of the subscribers." 11 The 

average home owner members were to pay a fee of two dollars a year 

while richer folks and corporations were to pay amounts warranted 

by their incomes." 

Plan of Campaign 

As a part of an educational campaign to be carried on through-

out the year the League plans to disseminate information thru its 

mailing bureau. In January some 40,000 pieces of literature were 

sent out by this organization to the taxpayers of the city. The 

pamphlet cir·culateq is called "The Tax-Payers' Bulletin. 11 The follow-

ing quotations from the Bulletin will serve to illustrate the nature 

of ·the information disseminated by the organization: "It takes 

courage to fly in the face of public opinion. There are few who 

will do it, yet the most valuable public servant, after all, is he 

who has the courage to help the public correct its opinions when 

those opinions are wrong." .......... "A few people in a com:nuni ty 

who :have money and want more get.hold of others who may have polit-

ical influence and standing. Together they form an organized minor-
ity. They set out to get things at public expense. Of course they 
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will get such newspapers on their staff as will· join them. 0 ("The 

Kansan° has criticized the Tax League very severely and perhaps just-

ly.) •..•.•.••• nstatistics gathered from 177 industrial cities in 

this country show the average tax rate of all of them when consiaared 

together is a fraction below $2. 50 per hundred. Ouv tax rate this 

year outside of the drainage district is $3.47 on each hundred dollars 

of. valuation, and in the drainage district is ~3.74t on each hundred 

dollars of valuation." ••.•••.•.• 11 We have a bonded debt on our backs 

of 17 percent of the total valuation of all our property." •••••••••• 

This means that the dollars .worth of property you think you have is 

only 83 cents." .•.•..•..• 0 What can we do? v:e can avoid unnecessary 

public improvements like the proposed traffic way from Fairfax Drain-

age District across the City over the river, thru the hills to Rose-

dale, and on south to Johnson County.u (Note: It is generally con-

cedec by all civic minded persons of the community that such a traffic 

way as the one described above is essential to the community welfare. 

Though Rosedale is a part of Kansas City, Kansas there is no direct 

road to that part of the city from the central business section. 

All the main traffic ways in Kansas City, Kansas now lead to Kansas 

City, Missouri.) .i'·... . . . . . ., If you will encourage your County Com-

missioners, your Board of Education and other public officials charg-

ed with responsibility for making taxes, if you will protest to them 

against unnecessary public improvements, if you will protest to them 

against favoring the self-seeking individual and self-seeking organ-

ization of individuals, you will thereby show these public officials 

that public sentiment is not with the organized minority but is 

rather with the home owner and the ordinary taxpayer, you will get 

results in less taxes; you will g~t results in better government 

and you will get results in less private graft of those seelting to 
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enhance the values of their properties at public expense." 

Aside from the Bulletins as a means of spreadine propagands, it 

was also planned to have a series of -public addresses during the year 

to 0 lift the public from its lgno ranee." So far the public addresses. 

have not been given; however, the organization has been using its 

influence with the state legislature to get legislation thru which 

would prevent some of the· proposed public improvements. This movement 

to stifle public improve~en~ has been favorably received by some of 

the members of the organization· and some have wi~hdrawn theil"• support 

:from the League. 

Criticism 

While the objects of the Tax League as set forth in the organ-

ization's constitution are worthy of careful consideration the action 

which has been taken by the organization in trying to get legislative 

action which would prevent necessary public improvement leads the in-

. vestiga tor to question the sincerity of the founders of the organ-

ization. Six of the members of the· board of directors of the League 

have publicly declared .themselves against the action which the organ-

ization has taken tb prevent the completion of the Seventh Street 

Traffic way. One of the directors declared that ha did not know that 

the League ever had approved of the bills sponsored by the organization 

in the legislature. 

No doubt many of the people who have been connected with the 

League believed that the organization was entirely unselfish and 

hoped that it might do some good in the community. The Grandview 

Improvement Association which was associated with the League has sever-

ed its relations with the organization declaring in a resolution that 

"Whatever opportunity the Ci vie Tax Lsague had for usefulnes.s and 
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ability to carry out the objects of tha association is being destroyed 

by its present attitude •........ We believe now that the League is 

a decided detriment to the communi~y. · ......... fle are reliably inform-

ed that 'Selfish minorities are exploiting the Civic Tax League for 

their own personal gains' in opposing the improvement of Seventh Street." 

Such an organization as the Tax League if prop~rly run might be-

come a very useful ad.ult educational institution. Certainly most 

adults have a very_ limited knowledge concerning taxes, or the use 

which is maue of same. However, one can scarcely expect such an organ-

ization as the one just describedi which is financed by large corpor-

ations and managed by their hired attorneys, to serve the community 

unselfishly. 

· }.lOY SCOU'liS 

While the Boy Scouts is a juvenile organization, investigation 

reveals that some of their activities aim to influence the adult life 

of the community. At present about five hundred fifty boys in Kansas 

City, .Kansas belong to this orgd.nization. During the past year this 

organization has taken part in three projects affecting adult civic 

lire. The first was a campaign to enforce traffic rules. The Scouts 

distributed traffic rules over the city an<l reported traffic violations 

to the police. The organization was especially active when the two 

hour limit was placed on parking on Minnesota Avanua. Drivers of cars 

had to be educated on the subject and the Scouts aided in this matter. 

Among the persons whom the Scouts found violating the rules was the 

Scout Executive who was called before the judge. lie was released 

without fine. Just how much actual adult training was aeriveu from 

the Scouts' ncitivity in this uirection cannot be measured but it 

illustrates one of the many things which might be done by such an 
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organization in advancing the civic welfare of the community. 

The local Scout organization took an active part in the "Get Out 

the Vote Campaign" in \he recent election. The third Saturday before 

the election the bugle and drum corp~ of the Scouts paraded the streets 

on a truck placarded with posters urging citizens to register so they 

might vote. The second and third Saturdays before election posters 

and pamphlets were distributed about the city calling upon the voters 

to go to the polls on election day. On election day Scouts were 

stationed on important street intersections with standards bearing 

the words 0 Have You Voted?n and nGo and Vote Now. 11 The value of such 

a campaign from the real civic point of view is of course rather 

questionable. 

The third project of importance in which the Scouts have taken 

an active part during the past year is the Community· Chest campaign. 

The work of the Scouts in this campaign consisted chiefly in carry-

ing folders to the homes and placing placards in store windows the 

week before the Community Chest campaign actually open~d. 

Criticism 
ii 

The actual value of the Boy Scouts' activities as it c0ncerns 

adults cannot be measured. There can be no doubt but that the com-

munity benefits in a civic way as a result of the organization's 

activities.· The instruction which the boys receive under the direction 

of some of the scout masters is bound to have some influence on adult 

life in the home and the community. That the organization offers 

opportunity for'much more civic service is generally admitted. The 

difficulty lies in getting the boys to perform public service without 

pay. The investigator was informed by the assistant scout executive 

that it is extremely difficult to get the boys to do public service. 



103 

He said, "The general attitude among the boys always was, what am I 

going to get out of it?n He attributed this to the home influence and 

cited actual·experiencea to establish his contention. This would seem 

to help establish one contention of 1 the t~esis that we need to am-

phasize education for service rather than for dollar making. 

i\lUGtlTS OF TH~ .KU .KLUX KLhN 

The Klan has been in operation in Kansas City, Kansas about three 

and a half years. The organization claims a membership of 5,0uu with 
I 

an average weekly·attendance at meetings of 400. The initiation fee 

is ten dollars. The annual membership fee is six dollars. The money 

is spent for charitable and educational work, according to the officer 

interviewed. 

The aims and purposes of the Klan as set forth on the invitation 

to membership card are as follows: 

"Non Silba Sad Anthar" 

Your friends state you are a "Native Born" American Citizen, 

having the best interest of your Community, City, State and Nation 

at heart, owing no allegiance to any foreign Government, political 

party, sect, creed or ruler, and engaged in a Legitimate occupation, 

and b~lieve in--viz.: 

The Tenets of the Christian Religion 

White Supremacy. 

Closer Relationship between Capital and American Labor. 

Protection of our pure womanhood. 

Preventing the causes of mob violence and lynchings. 

Preventing unwarranted strikes· by foreign labor agitators. 

Prevention of fires and destruction of property by lawless 

elements. 
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Closer relationship of Pure Americanism. 
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The upholding of the Constitution ·of these United States. 

The sovereignty of our State Rights. 

The Separation of Church and State. 

Freedom of Speech and Press. 

The much needed local re<forms. 

Raal Men whose oaths are inviolate are needed •. 

Upon these beliefs and the. recommendation of yo'l;lr friends you 

are given an opportunity to become a member of the most powerful 

secret, non-political organization in existence; one that has the 

"Most Sublime Lineage in History, 0 one that was "Here Yesterday," 

"Here Forever. a 

Clan Activities 

During its three and a half years of existance in this com-
. ./ 

munity this organization has participated in several movements. To 

the knowledge of the investigator the first time that the influcrnce 

of this organization was felt in this city was about three years 

ago when the four qigh schools of the city planned a joint band 

concert including the colored .high school. A few hours before the 

concert was to be held the Klan exerteu its influence and the con-

cert was called off. 

About a year and a half ago thru the action of the Board of 

Education daily reading of the Bible and repeating of the Lord's 

Prayer was made a part of the school program. At the same time a 

ruling was passed requiring the singing of the Star Spangled Banner 

arid giving the flag salute at each assembly. The Klan officer in-

terviewed said that this action of the Board was brought about thru 

Klan influence. 
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Since its inception here the Klan has made contributions to 

some very worthy causes. It has helped to support the free clinic 

at Bethany Hospital, contributed to the support of Wilson High School 

when it was in dire financial straits and provided homes for two widows 

Before elections candidates for office are investigated as to 

character and fitness to hold o:ffice. The officer interviewed hold 

the opinion that education was of little consequence in officB hold-

ing. His general attitude was that honesty was about the only thing 

that need be considered. He especially deplored the idea that college 

training was important to efficient office administration. In view 

of the fact that the Klan stands so firmly for our public school 

system it seems rather inconsistent that an officer of the organiza-

tion should take this view. 

Acco1"'ding to the officer interviewed the Klan would make murder, 

rape, bank robbery _and highway robbery punishable by tteath. The organ-

ization ha'S fostered the immigration restriction lavr and the anti-

Japanese law. 

The officer stated that t~e Klan was not fighting the Catholic 

religion but was trying to prevent its uominance of state affairs. 
ii 

He also said that the organization did not oppose the Negro but was 

trying to kee·p him in his place. 

Criticism 

It is rather difficult for the investigator to make what might 

be considered a fair report on this organization as he interviewed 

only one member of the local chapter and found it somewhat difficult 

to segregate what may be the attitude of the Klan from the attitude 

of the individual interviewed with respect to some important social 

and political c;.uestions.. However the investigator has had contact 
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with persons who were Klansman in other communities and at one time 

accompanied a group of Klansman to a Klan parade in this state. 

In the opinion of' the investigator the organization stands for 

soma things which, if instituted, would result in social betterment. 

Part of the program, howeve·r, seems to foment social conflict and 

disorganization by the stirring up of religious and racial prejudices. 

The officer interviewed stated that the Klan wa~ made necessary be-

cause the Masons had relaxed in their campaign against the Catholics, 

stating in this connection that the Pope had pl~nned to move his seat 

of government to Washington. While the Klan claims not to hold any-

thing against the -colored race and has in some instances tried to 

show a friendly attitude toward individual Negroes, it is rather 

significant that the colored people themselves and the publications 

of the colored people which the investigator ha3 read do not look 

upon the Klan as a friendly or helpful organization. 

While the Klan professedly stands for freedom of speech and press 

it is significant that teachers in public schools have been forced to 

resign because they did not endorse the Klan. The investigator feels 

that the Klan infl~ence in this community is now tending to prevent 
.., 

freedom of expression in the classroom. It might not be out of place 

to state in this connection that there is a Jun~or Klan organization 

now in operation thruout the country and the headquarters are in 

Kansas City, Missouri. The investigator feels that instead of pro-

moting the interest of public school education the organization is 

tending to cripple its efficiency. In balancing the good works of 

the organization against the evil results the investigator is forcea. 

to the conclus-1on that the evil prevails. From the viewpoint of 

adult social science education it seems doubtful if the organization 

is of much effect. 
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PATRIOTIC ORGANIZATIONS 

There are several organizations in the community whose function 

seems chiefly to foster patriotism of a conventional type. Among 

these are the Woman's Relief Gorps, Grand Army of the Republic, 

American Legion, Daughters of the American Revolution, Veterans of 

Foreign Wars and the American War Mothers. 

WOMAN'S RELI3F CORPS 

Thia organization has a membership of 500. Meetings of the 

various chapters are held semi-monthly. The Corps is a sort of' 

lodge and the regular meeting time is largely taken up with drill 

and ritual work.. In the past this organization assisted Civil War 

Veterans in getting pension adjustments; recently its chief work 

has been to put flage in the schools and churches, and to distribute 

copies of the flag salute. 

AMERICAN LEGION 

The American Legion was organized here in 1919. At the present 
ii time it has a membership of 353. Last year the organization had 576 

local members. The membership fees are three dollars and fifty cents 

per year. , One dollar of this foes to the state organization and one 

to the national organization. 

The purpose of the organization as sta_ted by one of the local 

officials is to help care for the ex-service men ~ho are incapac-

itated for work and to foster and perpetuate One Hundred Percent 

Americanism. The organization is active in the support of a national 

defense program. On Armistice Day speal{ers are sent to the various 

schools of the city to talk o_n pat'riotism. Each spring when the Boys• 
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Parade is staged in the city the Legion distributes flags among the 

boys. Between March first and June first of 1925 the Legion sold 

1500 large American flags to be displayed from places of business 

and homes on special occasions. The officer interviewed stated that 

he :thought th~s a civic service. The preamble of the American 

Legion Constitution is as follows: 

For God and country, we associate ourselves together for the 

following purposes: To uphold and defend the Constitution of the 

United States of America; to maintain law and order; to foster anu 

perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism; to preserve the mem-

ories and incidents of our association in the Great War; to incul-

cate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state and 

nation; to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses; 

to make right the master of might; to promote peace and gooo will 

on earth; to safeguard. and transmit to posterity the principles of 

justice, freedom and democracy; to consecrate and sanctify our 

comradeship by our devotion to mutual helpfulness. 

At the present time the Legion supports three Boy Scout troops 

made up of boys whose parents cannot afford to buy the necessary ,, 
scout equipment. One of the troops is composed of Mexicans, another 

of boys whose fathers are packinghouse workers and another of boys 

whom the officer designated as Bohunks. It seems that the Legion 

supports this organization as a part of their defense program, though 

the Boy Scout organization is a non-military organization according 

to local Boy Scout executives •. , .. · ., 

Many demanas are maae·on the Legion for assistance to veterans. 

Many of the requests come from transients .. The Legion refers the 

cases to the Red Cross for investigation before granting aid. 

The Legion claims much of the credit for the establishment of 
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the Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Building. Each year the organiz-

ation lands support to the Community Chest Drive. 

Meetings of the Legion are held twice per month. Much of tha 

program is ritualistic. Occasionally an outside speaker is secured. 

The American Legion has an organization publication known as 
11The-American Legion Weekly." Below are some excerpts from the mag-

azine: 

The policy of The American Legion toward preparedness is 
, 

fixed and settled beyond any question. The Legion is for any 

sounri program of preparedness such as is outlined in the re-

solution quoted above. And the Legion is for a sound program 

of preparedness because it believes that to be a guard against 

war as well as a way to avoid helplessness if war is forced 

upon the country. 

No man in the country has a better right to talk about 

peace and war than the Legionnaire. He thinks so highly of 

peace that he is willing to fight for it. And he knows war 

and its, hor·rors so well that he would never willingly see his 

country enter into a war except in defense of a vital principle. 
,, 

An important phase of good citizenship is the making 

clear to the youth of America the full extent of individual 

responsibility to community, state and nation. Preparation 

for a war into which we may be forced is an element of good 

citizenship. Military aervice in peace in the National Guard 

of his native State represents the ideal for the citizen in 

this direction. And if the young man you know who is showing 

an interest can spare the time, he should join the National 

Guard. 
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If he is not old enough or cannot devote the time for Na-

tional Guard service, then by all means assist him in his enroll-

ment in~a Citizens Military Training Camp as ·the next best thing. 

Attendance at one of these camps will give him an understanding 

and an appreciation of the obligations of citizenship that he 

would not otherwise. obtain. 

The Peace Idea Goes Under a Legion X-Ray 

By Thomas Amory Lee 

Chairman, National Worla Peace Committee~ The American Legion 

Soldiers of th~ World War in all the Allied and associated 

countries, and perhaps especially in the United States, share the 

belief 'deep down in their hearts, although selciom expressed, that 

there were two objectives in the World War, the first of which--

to O.efeat Germany--was fully attained, and the second of which--

to render impossible of recurrence another war outraging the con-

sciousness of civilized people--was not attained. As a matter 

of fact we seem, so far, to have made a ghastly failure of our 

second objective. If it is possible at all to obtain that seconti 

objective, it is perhaps only possible through those Vlho know 
. 11 

the horrors, sufferings, dirt, and degradations.of war, as well 

as its sacrifices and glory. What can The American Legion do 

about it? Perhaps the second objective will never be attained, 

or,. if ever, only in the distant future, but we can take certain 

steps now which will help to bring final realization of that 

hope some time. 

That was the goal in view of The American Legion at its 

St. Paul convention last year'when it directed the National 

Commander to appoint a World Peace Committee, which, "after 
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carefully considering all of ~he factors in the present inter-

national situation and after consultation with and consideration 

of the plans of the various organizations now working for peace, 

adopted the following resolutions: 

(1) That all international agreements upon governments affect-

ing the entire people shall be open and above-board, with full 

publicity. 

(2) That treaties make the law between the nations. They must 

be executed in good faith. 

(3) To oppose territorial aggrandizement. 

(4) To vigorously suppress within our own boundaries all persons 

and propaganda seeking to overthrow by force government existing 

by will of the people. 

(5) That the financial policies of the Allied governments must 

have as their aim the stability of exchange and the resumption 

of international commerce, and we recommend the suspension of 

trade relations with countries maintaining armies organized for 

aggressive purposes. 

(6) In view of the distorted political reports tending to un-

'' balance the publi.c mind, we recommend that there shall be estab-

lished a news disseminating bureau with representatives in every 

member country; that this agency shall receive the official 

sanction of the governments of the respective countries; that it 

shall collect and issue news designed to offset destructive anu 

inflammatory propaganda put out by the proponents of bolshevlsm 

with the intent to change other forms of government, this with-

out in any way censoring or restricting the freedom of the press. 

(7) That an international court be established to outlaw war. 

(8) To proceed as rapidly as conditions permit and when the 
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decrees of such court become operative (except for machinery 

necessary to maintain them anti the minimum police forces) to 

entirely disarm and disbanu our land, sea anti air forces ana 

destroy t~e implements of warfare. 

The Fourteenth of' June 

There are those who believe the idea of war will be hard 

to kill because, however terrible and mechanical and impersonal 

wars may become, what with bomb-laden airplanes pilotea by wire-

less and death rays conveying silent annihflation, it will still 

ba impossible to destroy utterly the. romantic element. Soma 

spiritual descendant of Richard Coeur de Lion, some many-times-

great-grandson of the Chevalier Bayara, will fare forth to harry 

the wireless-directed bomber; some rifle-tot~ng doughboy (when 

will war ever be so calculated-:and scientific that it can be 

fought without infantry?) will crawl in the dark of the moon to 

the lair of the death-ray and come to grips with the engineer, 

perhaps bringing him home in triumph. 

The World War itself only went part of the way toward 

eliminating the element of romance. Death rained f'rom the 

skies, and men on both sides died from mis3iles sent from guns 

a score of miles away, and death can hardly come more imperoon-

ally than that. But when the barrage had rolled ahead there 

was a flesh-and-blood enemy to come to grips with. Every major 

offensive was only a thousand skirmishes direcLed to one end; 

individual fighters could and did lead forlorn hopes, save 

precious positions, gain essential ground in desperate flashes 

of courage. 
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V~i~H.r~NS OF FO&;IGN 7i.ARS 

The veterans or Foreign Wars was organized in the United 

States in 1899. The first local post was established in 1920. At 

·present there are about 950 members of the local chapters. "The 

objects of the Association are fraternal, patriotic, historical and 

educational; to preserve and strengthen comradeship among its members; 

to assist worthy comrades; to perpetuate the memory and history of 

our dead, and to assist their widows and orphans; and maintain true 

allegiance to the government of the United States of America, anti 

fidelity to its constitution and laws; to foster true patriotism; 

to maintain and extend the institutions of American freedom; and to 

preserve and defend the United States from all her enemies, whomso-

ever." 

Persons who have seen active service in the military activities 

of the United States on foreign soil or in foreign waters are eligible 

to membership. Much of the financial support of the organization 

comes from the sale of "Buddy Poppies 11 which are sold on or before 

Decoration Day. (Disabled soldiers make the poppies.) 

This organization assists ex-soldiers in getting their bonuses 

and compensations adjusted. In some instances the organization t;ives 

assistance to the widows and orphans of veterans. The v. F. W. has 

established a national home in Michigan for the care of veterans 

and the wives and orphans of veterans. 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars claims the honor of having cir-

culated the first petitions for the establishment of the Memorial 

Hall in Kansas City, Kansas. ( 'rhe National Headquarters of the 

v. F. w. is located in the Memorial Hall.) This organization also 

took an active part in getting "The Kansas City Kansan" establishea, 

which has been a great asset to the city. The local chapters have 
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also participated in the naturalization exercises of foreigners. 

When patriotic parades are held circulars on flag etiquette are 

'distributed thru this organization. A circular entitlsd "Your Duty 

to the Flag, 0 recently distributed, says, 11 When the flag passes,. 

stand up, remove your hat, if in civilian clothes •. Salute, if in 

uniform. 0 

Meetings of this organization are held semi-monthly anti are 

-chiefly ritualistic~ 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars publish a monthly magazine which 

is sent to all members of the organization. Follo~ing are some ex~ 

tracts taken from copies of the magazine which will serve to illus-

trate the general atmosphere of "Foreign Service," the name of the 

publication. 

, The Pacifists 

(Apologies to Rudyard Kipling) 

Edi tor's Note: This doesn't apply to ALL the women's 

organizations, by any means, but to those whose activities 

are open to question. 

"What are the woman workin' for?" said Files-on-Parad.e. 
II 

"To throw you out, to throw you out, 11 the Color-Sergeant said. 

"What makes you look so white, so white?" said Files-on-Parade. 
11 I'1rt dreadin' what I've got to see," the Color-Sergeant said. 

For they' re brealdn' up the Army, they are smashin' ;, it, they 

say, 

The Navy, too, they 1 re after, they'd abolish it today, 

They'd scrap our ships, 'planes, submarines, and throw them 

all away, 

For they•re breakin' up the country they were born in. 
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nwhat makes the women work so hard?" said Files-on-Parade. 

nThey're Pacifists, they•re Pacifists," the Color-Sergeant said. 

"What makes that front line look so proud?" said Files-on-Parade. 

nThey're in the sun, they're in the sun," the Color-Sergeant said. 

They're workin' hard for glory, but when all is said and done, 

· They've swapped their flag for prestie;e, for their place there 

in the sun. 

They are breakin' up the country they were born in. 

uwhat•s that so black agin the sun?" said Files~on-Parade. 

u It• s women f ightin' hard for life," the Color-Ser•geant said. 

"What's that that whimpers overhead?" said Files-on-Parade. 

"It's women'~ souls that's passin' now," the Color-Sergeant said. 

For they'd brolrnn up the Army, they had smashed 1 t left and 

right, 

The Navy and the Air Force they'd abolished overnight, 

Made cowards of our young men, there was no one who would fight 

And an alien's took the country we were born in. 

Ellen Block 

The Editor has b~en req~ested to reprint a few lines from 

the article written by the Executive Secretary of the Department 

of Michigan and printed in our April issue. These remarks may 

fit other comrades, or even a few Posts. If you have a knocker, 

educate him, making the education fit the case. All ex-service 

men know an infinite nu~ber of methods of education. Then put 

them to work. 

Here is the paragraph: "Someone recently asked Dr~ Candler, 

'How he handled the Bolshevicks in his outfit?' He replied, •we 
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educate them and make Christians out of them.' If we find a 

comrade who is continually f'inding fault with the organization 

and unjustly criticising his officers, we paint him with iodine 

and mark him duty. That never fails to cure him. u 

Non-Military Activities of the Army 

Much as our anti-preparedness and pacifist friends rave at 

the waste and expense of our army and navy our total bill for a 

nation of our siza, and tha protection it gi~es against foreign 

attack with the attendant disruption of business, loss of property 

and human lives is relatively small. In fact in a y~ar we spend 

three times as much for chewing gum and candy as we spend for 

military preparedness. For sodas and confections we spend three 

times as much; for tobacco, four times; for perfumery, jewelry 

and other items of adornment more than three times. In other 

words this national defense which appears costly really costs 

us one fourteenth of what we spend for these mild vices and 

amusements. And it becomes insignificant when we include the 

cost of joy rides, theatre parties and our other amusements and 

sports. 

Foreign Service 

Again.we benefit greatly in our peace tirrie activities 

through the experiments conducted by our army and naval agencies, 

and use them directly to wonderful advantage in civilian activities, 

both governmental and private. 

The first long distance radio communication of the world 
' 

was on August 6, 1904, when radio communication was established 

between Nooe and St. Michael, Alaska, a distance of over 100 miles. 
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The successful operation oi' i..hdoe twu plants was due to the in-

ventions and experiments of Capt. L. n. Wildman, s. c., antl these 

stations were the fir·st in the world to handle business regularly 

over such a distance. 

·1n developing radio the Army has been a pioneer. The in-

vention by an Army officer of' a loop which supercedeci the outside 

antenna and which led the way to a radio compass has maae it 

possible to utilize the telephone, telegraph and even power linas 
~ 

for sending private messages, broadcasting or receiving. 

Even the Weather Bureau was established and developed by 

the army. It was co_nducted by the Signal Corps until October, 

1904, ,v;hen it was transferred to the Department of Agricu].tut·e. 

The Army has also been one of the leading pioneers in the 

development of rapid communication by means of the telegraph. 

The telegraph systems of the United States had a very rapid 

growth just after the Civil ~ar largely because of the wor~ of 

the Army Signal Corps had done for war use. As late as 1877 

the Signal Corps was handling in the South more than 3,000 miles 

of telegraph lines which provided the nucleus for the systems 

now used in that section. At the present time the Signal Corps 

operates about 400 telephone systems. 

In October, 1904, the Signal Corps completed the telegraph 

and telephone systems in Alaska. Thay now are composed of 1,403 

miles of land lines, 2,524 miles of submarine cable and 107 wire-

less stations. 

Governor Alcott of Oregon, on August 1, 1919, asked 1the 

assistance of the U. s. Army in the prevention of forest fires. 

A simflar request came from California. Establishing its bases 

at', {ltrategic points, the Army aviators used 17 planes for this 
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fira patrol work and by December 31 had i'lown 2,872 houra, 

covering 235, 724 miles and were instrumental in discovering and 

putting out 570 fires that V..rould have reduced thousands of acres 

of timber to ashes. 

Much more information along these lines is contained in the 

Army Almanac to which we are indebted for information in this 

article. 

The following repor~ on the v. F. w. Essay Contest will illus-

trate, somewhat the influence of this organization on the school 

children. 

v. F. w. Essay Contest 

Captain Lawson, our genial Adjutant General, at the invita-

tion of Miss c. R. Schreiber, supervisor of English in tho Central 

School, Kansas City, Kansas, recently gave a "talk" to the Gth, 

7th and 8th grades on our organization, its foundation, d~velopment 

and aims. Owing to the interest shown by the pupils, Mis~ Schreiber 

gave them that subject for one of their exercises in esoay writing. 

Sever'al of the teachers passed on the essays, and by process of 

elimination chose the best nine, which were sent to Headquarters. 
ti 

Here a committee selected the following essays for first and second 

prize. 

The Veta rans of Our Country 

First Prize 

War is cruel, yet_ we aclrnl. re and love the heroes v;ho have 

risked their lives for their country. Many of these brave men 

have returned from battle broken in body and spirit, many have 

lost their fortunes and means of livelihood. How are they to 

regain what they have lost? The Veterans of Foreign Wars, a 
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nation wide organization, is trying to find a way to help these 

men. 

Irving Hale, an ex-soldier, twenty-six years ago started by 

bringing together a f'ew veterans of the Spanish American War, 

what was in tr1uth the parent· of' the organization today. Since 

then it has merged with other similar groups and formed the 

Veterans of Foreign Wars, whose headquarters is located in Kansas 

City, Kansas, in the Soldiers 1 and Sailors' Memor·ial Bui laing. 

Its many Posts with its one hundred twenty thousand members cover 

the United States and reach into foreign lands. 

The policy of one flag, one country, and one language for 

all is endorsed. by the Veterans of F'oreign Wars. It is doing 

a great work to educate our• foreign population in citizenship. 

Those children of our own lana maae fatherlesd by war are being 

helped., thr·ough its effor·ts, to .obtain an e<luca t ion that might 

otherwise be denied tham. 

Its members are intensely loyal to one another and are making 

every effort to assist all sick and helpless brothers and th~ir 

families. It has been given a large tract of land and buildings 
•I, 

in Michigan, where they are building a colony for i tu needy ruem-

bers to make their home. 

The greatest work of all is the fostering of real patriotism, 

not only among its own members, but in the country at large where 

the spirit of inuifference is all too prevalent. 

We as a nation must never forget our duty to our flag and 

couritry, and to these men who have risked their lives in its 
protection we owe a great debt of' gratitude. And may this or-

ganization live and, grow in size and power for good until its 

influence is felt by all. 
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A Valuable Organization 

Second Prize 

To the 'solaiers who sacrificed their lives for our country, 

wa owe a.great debt. It is the only debt a nation cannot repay. 

"A debt we ne'er can repay 

To them is justly due 

And to the nations latest day 

Our children's children still shall say 

•They died for me and you.• 11 

An organization called the "Veterans of 
1

Foreign Wars" is 

making an effort to repay the soldiers by taking care of some of 

the widows and homeless children who are left alone in the world. 

This organization is made up of man who have been in foreign 

.service, fought on foreign land anci soil and. have had honorable 

discharge from the· army. 

The American Veterans of Foreign Service was the first name 

given to this organization. It· was named at Columbus, Ohio, 

September 23, 1899. Its growth and development.. is intet'esting, 

having undergone several changes. At the close of each foreign 

war the organiziation chose a new name. In 1913 it amalgamated 

with another society and the name was changed to the name it now 

has, 0 The Veterans of Foreign War·s. a When the World War broke 

out it had grown to be such an effective organization that many 

men went overseas to fight for Old Glory as they had c.ione !nany 

times before. 

Education plays a great part in our·11ves. The Veterans of 

Foreign Wars are trying to make every possible effort to encourage 

e.ducati6n among the people. They distribute pamphlets, magazines 

and selections to the people telling them of the origin of their 
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organization and what they stand for. They also send speakers to 

different organization~ and institutions in the different cities 

telling them of the work they do. The boys and girls of Central ,· 
i I . 

School were indeed very fortunate to hear the thr~lling talk that 

Captain Henry G. Lawson gave ori the 11 Veterans o:f ~oreign Wars. 11 

In his speech he told the children that their aims. *ere to ac-
. I\ ' 

quaint Americans with the history of their count:ryi', \~o encourage 
\1 \ ~\ 

education, fraternal comradeship and loyalty to th~. Uni tap States. 
:,' \. 

I 

DAUGHTERS OF TH& Ai:.iERl C.o~N REVOLUTION 

Th~~ ~rganization has a membership of' about 100. Meetings are 
'\ ·. 

held .monthly. The attendance varies from 35 to 75, depending on the. 
' \ . 

nature of the program, and whether or not refreshments a~e served. 
\ 

The annual membership dues in the organization are three dollars and 

twenty-five cents. A part of this money is spent in securing markers 

of historical spots •. r.iem.bership in the organization-' :is restricted 

to those whose ancestor•e served in the Army during th~ ·American 
i 

Revolution. 
\, 

During the current year the following topics· ha:~e bee·n ... dis-

cussed: Colonial Times; The Quakers ·in the Revolution; Pras'a~vation 

of _historical spots and relics. The .. organization ha~ an annual\ 

George Washington party. So far ·as the investigator vras, ri.b~e tc{ 
determine very little has been done by this organization \n Kanlas 

.. 

City that would be classed as social scienco education. Ttte memba:rs 
~\ \ .. 

' t ·~ 

'\ I 

interviewed felt that most of the members wera· more intersst·a·a in· 
', '._ 

the social times afforded by the organization than in an edudati~nal 

program. 
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DAUGHT~RS OF 1512 

This organization has a membership of twenty-five. Tha average 

attendance at the meetings, which are held monthly, is twelve. The 

chief purpose of the organization is to perpetuate the memory of the 

heroes of the War of 1812. The dues are two dollars and twenty-five 

cents a year. This money is divided among the local, state and 

national organizations. One hundred dollars of the local fund was 

goven to the Roosevelt Memorial. 

' During the past year the pr·ograms of the organization have 

centered around the Constitution o~ the United States. No books 

have been used in connection with the study. Two years ago topics 

·pertaining to the War of 1&12 were used as a basis of the monthly 

discussions. Among these was the or·igin of "The Star Spangled 

Banner." 

Criticism of Patriotic Organizations 

The investigator found very little in the program of the patriot-

ic organizations which could be classified as social science education. 

It is manifest tha~ much effort is put forth in an endeavor to secure 

"respect for the flag." While the investigator does not in any way 

disparage the idea of respect for the flag he questions if this method 

of trying to secure patriotism is effective. He is inclined to the 

view that nFlag waving patriotism is the lowest type of patriotism," 

and that true patriotism can only be secured by making the country 

such that the citizenship will honor and respect its institutions 

for the service which thay render. If the institutions are what 

they ~hould be and our industrial and social system fair and just, 

there will be little question as to the loyalty of the citizenship 
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to the country. our citizenship· has passed the point where they are 

looking for signs or symbols, but are looking to the realities of life. 

Therefore, if we are to have a patriotic citizenship we must make such 

adjustments as are necessary to satisfy the needs of our citizens. 

The investigator believes that better results would be obtainad if 

the patriotic organizations were to spend mora effort and money in 

an endeavor to promote a system of social science education which 

would result in the bringing about of such adjustments that we would 

have to take little thought about respsct for the flag. 
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. MAG.t1.ZlN,ti;S R~n.D IN KA.l-.SAS CITY 

In order to determine the amount of· reading which people of 

this community do that may have .. some bearing upon social, economic 

and political subjects, letters were written to the publishers of 

leading magazines to ascertain how many of each kind circulatea in 

this community. The following table contains the nearest possible 

count obtainable: 

Saturday Evening Post 

Century 

Atlantic Monthly 

World• s work 

Outlook (Total for Kansas 1750~ 

3,065 

600, 

200 

339 

100 

Current History N. Y. Times (In the K. c. district) 300 

Nation 150 

American (Kansas City, Mo. 19,390) 

Independent 

Literary Digest 

New Republic 

Living Age 

The Survey 

2' 484 

4 

799 

15 

l 

11 

Note: Some publish~rs did not reply to the inquiry made of 

them on this matter. 
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_Map Showing the Location of Main and. :aranch 

Lib r o.r ie s in Kans as City. 

Main Library ~ Branch Libraries C3 
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LIBRARY 

About thirty years ago The City Federation of Women's Clubs was 

organized in the city. One of the purposes of this organization was 

to get a public library established. Many devices were used to obtain 

money to· buy books. The clubs worked faithfully with a certain degree 

of success until in time the library was turned over to the Board of Ed-

ucation by the Library Association. That body was composed of club mem-

bers and interested citizens co-operating with the Board of Education. 

The main library building in Kansas City, Kansas was built by Andrew 

Carnegie as was also the library building in the Argentine district. 

(Built before Argentine was annexed to Kansas City, Kansas.) The main 

library has eight branches. The accompanying map shows the location of 

the main library and each of the branches. Two of the branch libraries 

are open only two days per week. 

Use Made of the Library 

The following statistics taken from the annual report of the city 

librarian for 1924 will show the extent of the library facilities of 

Kansas Oi ty, Kansas, and the extent to· which they are used. 

Number of bound volumes in the Libraries Dec. 31, 1924 

Total circulation ini 1924 
ti II 

ti 1923 

Gain during the year 

Books circulating from Main Building: 

Adult 

45,851 

2~5,0~0 

204,136 

20,954 

75, 429 

Junior 48,748 

(Separate records for juniors and adults are not kept at the 

pranch libraries.) 

Number of persons holding cards: 

Adults 

Juniors 

Total 

7 ,458 

7,096 

14,554 
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The following table shows the monthly circulation fdr each month 
·, 

of 1924 and the percentage of the circulation that was fiction: 

Month Circulation Percent of Fiction 

January 23,624 78 

February 23,879 80 

March 25,254 80 

April 21,307 &O 

May 17 ,204 80 

June 14' 165 85 

July 15,006 84 

August 13,797 86 

September. 12, 748 79 

October 18,066 77 

November 20, 285 79 

December 19 '737 80 

225,090 

The average monthly circulation was 18,757. The average monthly 
,, I percentage of fiction was 80 2 3. 

It will be noted that more books are circulated in the winter 

months and also that the percentage of non-fiction books is higher 

in the winter. This is due in part to the fact that school is in 

session during the winter and students check out books, a large portion 

of which are non-fiction. 

The average number of books circulated per capita for 1924 

was 2.2. The number of non-fiction books circulated per capita in 

the same year was 0.44. 
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Comparison With Other Cities of Kansas 

f city Pop. in Percentage No. of Fiction Non-Fiction Total 
=~ ~ 

Kansas City 

Wichita 

Topeka 

Hutchinson 

Leavenworth 

Atchison 

Kansas City 

Wichita 

Topeka 

Hutchinson 

Leavemvorth 

Atchison 

Atchison 

Wichita 

Leavenworth 

Topeka 

Hutchinson 

·Kansas City 

1920 Comparison 

101, 177· 100 

72,217 71 

50,022 49 

23,298 23 

16,912 16 

12,630 12 

Percentage of 
circulation that 
is fiction 

80 

68 

50 

76 

80 

70 

Number of Library 
books per capita 
population 

'
11.1 

0.54 

1.8 

0.73 

0.96 

0.45. 

Books 

45,841 

40,342 

12,000 2s,ooo· 37,000 

6,763 15 ~·7 34 22,517 

·\ 31,94~ 

3,000 11,000 14,uuu 

Number of Books loan- Amount spertt 
Adults hold- ad.to adults for new bool<s 
ing cards the past year annually 

7 ,274 137,304 trs,ooo 

24,206 232,024 8,000 

10,000 81, 577 2,864 

10,082 73,619 3,600 

5,490(total) 108,000(total) 1,500 

400 24,744(total) 

Amount spent 
per capita 
for new books 

$0.04 

.11 

.10 

.05 

.15 

.04 

600 

Note: The State Library is located at Topeka and is used by the 

people of the city; so the data given here do not fully cover the 

whole libr~ry facilities, use and· costs for the citizens of Topeka. 
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Circulating Magazines 

About two years ago the library established a Circulating 

Magazine Department. The current magazines are bound in paper 

covers and are checked out to patrons for one week. Below is 

the librarian's report on the magazines circulated during the 

first seven months of this year. 

Public Library, Kansas City, Kansas 

Circulating_ Magazines 

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Total 

American 3 

Bookman 0 

Century 2 

Cosmopolitan 1 

G~rden Magazine 0 

-Good Housekeeping 4 

Harpers 5 

National Geographic 3 

Popular Mechanics 2 
II 

Review of Reviews · 2 

Scribners O 

Worlds Work O 

22 

3 

1 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

1 

0 

1 

0 

13 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

2 

2 

1 

0 

2 

15 

3 4 4 5 2J 

2 0 0 0 4 

4 4 1 2 16 

0 0 0 0 0 

1 2 1 2 6 

7 6 3 4 27 

4 4 . ., . 2 3 22 

6 4 2 4 24 

6 2 1 1 15 

4 3 1 2 13 

5 2 3 3 14 

5 3 0 3 _Jd_ 

41 34 18 29 178 
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c,~uestionnaire Summary 

In order to obtain some index.as to the soundness and accuracy 

of the opinions of adults co_ncerning some of the leading questions 

which have been up for consideration before the electorate in recent 

years the accompanying questionnaire, worked out by Professor Saba 

Eldridge of the Soci'ology Department of Kansas University, was sub-

mitted t? 655 voters in Kansas City; Kansas. 

It is the contention of the investigator that, in order to 

have cast an intelligent ballot in many of the elections in recent 

years, the voter must have been well informed on such questions as 

the League of Nations, the tariffs and the Industrial Court. Unless 

the vo~~er has been informed on these topics his vote is just as 

likely as not to have been cast on the side that was opposed to his 

best interests. 

The voters were grouped first according to the amount of edu-

cation they had. In making this comparison the voters wera divided 

into six groups as follows: Finished college; completed one to 

three years of coliege; finished high school; completed from one 

to three years of high school; completed the eighth grade; less than 
ii 

an eighth grade; an eighth grade education plus some business or pro-

fessional training such as pharmacy, law, business college, theology, 

nurses' training, etc. The second grouping was made according to 

occupation; the third according to age; the fourth according to 

reading done; the fifth according to sex. 

In reckoning the score on the questionnaire the seventh and 

eighth statements were not considered in order to have an equal 

number of false and true statements. (This procedure was necessary 

on account of the fact that an error was made in getting six false 

and only four true statements relative to the League of Nations.) 
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The voters interviewed were asked to· mark those statements which 

they thought ·were true with a plus mark. and the :false statements 

with a minus. 

The score of each voter was obtained by subtracting the number 

of correct answers from twenty-eight, the total number of statements 

considered. This was:done in-order to eliminate the possibility of 

getting the answer correct thru mere chance. According to this 

method of grading·it will be observed that the lowest score is the 

best score. It will, therefore, be, noted that: the highest possible 

score will be zero ac~ording to this method of computation.· 
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Biographical Data Concerning Voter Interviewed 

l. Name of. Voter ............................................... -.....••..... ··.···~············· 
(omit if requested) 

2. Sex ................... -. 

3. Year of Birth ....................... · 
(omit if requested) 

4. State of legal residence ..........................................................•............ 

5. State of birth (if born in U.S.) .............. .- ............................................... . 

6. Country of birth (if not born in U. S.) ........................................................ . 

7. Political party for which the voter votes most frequently .................................... . 

s·. Principal occupation for past five years ....................................................... . 

9: Check (\I) below schools of the several kinds attended and the number of years or grades com-
pleted in. each: 

Kind of School 

Elementary School 
High School 
College (undergraduate) 
Graduate School 
Professional or other school for 

. Number of Grades or l'car.s Completed 

····················:····••,•························· 
......................... ···························· 

vocational training ............................•...•.•.....•...•••••... 

NOTE If one or more schools attended were not organized according to grades or years, estimate the 
rank of such school or schools, and grade or year completed in each, according to prevailing standards 
of schools so organized; and record such instruction in the proper place above. Give the full-time 
equivalent of any part-time instruction taken by the voter, recording this under the proper heading above. 

IO. Number of daily newspapers .read by the voter ......... : .................. ' •......•...•.....••. 

n,' Magazines a.nd periodicals read regularly (give names of below) 

12. Is (or was) father an American citizen? ...... . 

r3. Party for which father has. voted most frequently (if any American citizen) .•..•...... , .......• , 

14. State in which father was born (if born in U. S.) ............... ~ ...... , ............. ,,,, ...... . 

15. Country fo which father was born (if not born in U. S.) ....................................... . 

16. Principal· occupation of father ........... ~ .... . • e •• e e •• I•.• I I I I• I I I I I I I I. I I. I I I I If I I •• I I I. I I I I 

Name of field worker who interviewed voter ....... . . ............................. ·-............... . 

Date, of intervie\v ............. ._- .......................... , ....... · ................... '. ........... . 
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Information' regarding voters interviewed will be held strictly confidential.' 
' .. 

Opinions on Selected Public Questions 
NoTE: Opinions differ as to the truth or falsity of the.following statements. The voter is. asked to put a + (plus) sign before all stat~rnen'ts that he' ~onsfd~rs true, or. more .true 
than false; and a - ( m~nus) sign ~efore: all statements that he considers false, or more .false than true. All statements should be marked· wit~: a plus or mm us sign, as the case may be. 

The League of Nations· 

•. I..· yv e ar~ taking par~ in many. activitie_s of th~ Leag~1e .of Nations wi~hout belong- '. 
.-. . . mg to 1t, and· therefore sharing to a great extent. m its benefits.: . : · 
• • 2. Washington's warn.ing against entangling a:llia~ces with European nations me~ns 

· . that we should not now enter the League of Nations .. •• · . ": · 
.. 3 . .'Entrante;into the L~ague:of Nations would be.: disloyalty 'to the Constitution,·· 

since trye :Constitution gives Congress alone. the right to' declare war. . · · 
• . 4; .. 1:'he distance of the United States fr,?m Europe· 'does ·not in itself make it po~

s1ble fqr us to keep out of.European disputes. ·. 
.. 5. Giving '.the League of Nations a~y control over o~r foreign affairs would be con-

;:" trary tc;> the principles of self-government. · . · 

»~: •• 6~ Th.e League of Nations bas already proved its ability to. settle disputes betw~en 
_ countries that belong to it, and to perform other valuable services for it_s. memb~rs . 

.. 7 .. It is our duty to join the League. of Nations because one of our own Presidepts 
1 tooJ<: ~the lead in establishing it. . · ' . 

.. 8. Our. entrance into the League o( Nations would. mean giving up the Montoe 
Doctrine . 

.. 9 .. Differences in race, language an{ customs of the ~arious: countries of the world 
· : will make the development of an. efficient League of Nations difficult. · : : 

•• IO. The United States has enough to do in attending to its own affairs, and .should not 
·~· therefore mix in the affairs of European countries .. 

The Tariff 
•• 1'1/ A hig~ tariff is not necessary to. the continued p~osperity of .. American industry. 

• • 12. A protective tariff increases the cost of living. 

. . iJ: Tariff ~aws in the past have been framed t~ pro~ote. the we.lfare o{ the farmer 
. and w~ge-earner equally with that of the manuJacturer. . . · . 

•. 14. A prot~ctive tariff is not necessary to: the development of new industries in the 
United· States. · · : · . 

. . lS. England's prosperity under. free-trade 'prove5 that a protective ta~iff is ;rot bene-
. ficial to the United States.· : · . . . 

· •• 16; It is impossible for Congress to handle tariff :questions in a way that ·is just: to 
· all concerned • 

. . 17. The industrial development of the United States has been due mainly to our 
· protective tariff . 

.. 18: This country has always been more :prosperous when .high tariff rates were in force. 

. . 19~ If we had followed a free-trade p9licy' in the past, few i( any trusts ~ottld h~ve 
developed in this country .. 

.. 20; High tariffs are one cause of unfr.iendly feeli~g betwe~n .countries . 

. ColJ.lpulsory Arbitration of Industrial Disputes 

•• 21. The wage earner has been compelled to use ·the strike to better his condition, and 
largely: because the state has not afforded him needed protection. · · 

•• 22. Most o'f the attempts at compulsory arbitration in this country have proved un-
successful. . . : . . . 

•• 23. Compulsory arbitration would practicafly prevent the peaceful settlement bf labor 
disputes by the parties directly concerned. : . . : . 

• • 24. Compuisory arbitration in Australia and New Zealand has not done away with 
serious. disputes between employers and employees in those countries. · 

• • 25. Practically none of the efforts made thus : far by employers and employees to 
settle their differences peaceably have proved successful. 

•• 26; American courts have not on the -whole been as fair to .the wage earner as·to 
· the employer . 

• • 27; The injunction in labor disputes ~ be used: mor~ effectively by the. employer 
: than by the employee . 

. • 28~ The continual disputes between capital ~d labor show that· some sor~ of co~-
: pulsory arbitration is desirable. . . . . . . . 

•• 29.: Labor leaders and agitators are responsible for most of tl:ie trouble between em-
: ployers and employees • 

• • 30: Organized labor's opp.osition to compulsory arbitration shows that it is not con-
cerned in the welfare of the public. 
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ACCORDING TO ~DUCAT!ON:. Number Score obtained 
Investi~ subtracting-the 
gated no. of correct 

answers from 28 

Finished College 52 

a. Teachers· 25 

·b. Others 27 

One to three years of college 55 

Finished high-school 89 

One to three years of high 
·school· 118 

Eighth ·grade or less · 283 

Eighth g~ade or less plus 
business or professional 
training· 33 
(Twenty-five refused to 
state amount: of education) 

ACCORDING> TO BUSINESS 'i TRADES , , 
PROF~SSIONS? OCCUPATIONS: ·: 

Business· and .p~ofessional women 

a. Teachers (Female) 
~ i. '" : . 

Professional· ·men 
H· 

. a • Teachers (Male) 
... b'.·, .Ministers 

c. Laviyers 

46 

18 

58 

22 

7· 

10 

d. Doctors . 12 

Clerks (Male) 52 

Students 11'. 

Barbers 4 

Farmers 15 

Housewives 96 

Common La_borers 77 
F'i re-

Railroad Men (Engineers, men, etc.) 

Building Trades (Carpenters, etc.) 

18 

34 

12.0 

9.9 

14.0· 

13.6 

14.8 

13.3 

13.5 

13.4 

11.6 

10.8 

13.0 

10.8 

12.0 

13.5 

15.0 

13.6 

12.9' 

11. 5 

13.5 

13.5 

13.2 

13.5 

13.6 
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Number cor-
rect out o:f 
twenty-eight 

16.0 

18.1 

14. 

14.4 

14.7 

14.5 

14.6 

16.4 

17.2 

15. 

17.2 

16. 

14.5 

13. 

14.4 

15.l 

16. 5 . 

14.5 

14.5 

14 .. 8 

14 .. 5 

14.4 
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ACCORDING To· BUSIN~SSES .. T.RAD~S , . ' 
OCCUPATIONS: 

Salesmen 

Business men including mer-
chants, coal dealers, super-
intendents of mfg. plants, 
bankers, realestate, etc. 

.Mechanics 

Unclassified or refused to 
give occupation 

ACCORDING TO AGE: 

Thirty-five years and under 

Between thirty-five and fifty 

Over fifty 

Seventy refused to give age. 

ACCORDING TO R&~DING DONE: 

Those who read one or more 
magazines such as the 
Literary Digest, Revtew of 

Number 
Investi-
gated 

48 

121 

45 

30 

206 

272 

107 

Reviews, World's Work, etc. 182 

Read story magazines such as the 
American, Atlantic Monthly, 
Cosmopolitan, Saturday Evening 
Post, Collier's 143 

H 
Do not reaa magazines 246 

Ten persons ~eported reading 
such magazines as the Nation, 
Survey, New Republic :_10 

ACCORDING TO S~X: 

Male 

Female 

Average for all interviewed 

Foreign Born 

516 

142 

655 

27 

Score obtained 
subtracting the 
no. of correct 
answers from 28 

14.5 

14~8 

15~0 

15.5 

14.4 

13.6 

13.4 

13.0 

13.8 

14.0 

9.2 

13.5 

12.6 

13.4 

13.3 
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Number cor-
rect out of 
twenty-eight 

13.5 

13.2 

13. 

12.5 

13.6 

14.4 

14.6 

15. 

14.2 

14. 

18.8 

14.5 

15.4 

14.6 

14.7 
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In order to determine the probable influence of the parent 

in determining the political. party to which the voter belonged 

the following data were compiled from the questionnaire. 

Republicans whose fathers were Republicans 

Democrats whose fathers were Democrats 

Number voting same ticket as father 

Republicans whose fathers were Democrats 

Democrats whose fathers were Republicans 

Independents whose fathers were members of other 

political parties 

Percent voting the same ticket as father 

278 

138 

416 

60 

41 

56 

157 

72.6 

Of the 655 persons interviewed 573 gave their political 

affiliations. Of this number 416 voted the aame ticket as the 

father. By the law of chance one-half of this number would vote 

as the parents voted, assuming that the choice open to the voter 

is restricted to.the Democratic and Republican parties. There-

fore, in order tq determine what effect parental influence actually 

had in deciding a voter's choice of political party we assume that 

one-half of the 573 voters interviewed would have voted as the 

parents by mere chance. Subtracting 287 (one-half of 573) from 

416 we get 129, the number representing the influence of parents' 

politics on the voters' political affiliations. Dividing the 

total number of voters, 573 into 129 we get 22.5%, which is the 

proportio~ of voters whose political affiliations may be said to 

have been determined by parental influence. 

It is significant to note that the margin between the voters 

who have college educations and those who have only an eighth grade 
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education or less is small. This seems to indicate that our ed-

ucational system as organized at the present time is not doing 

as much as lt should in the way of civic education. The civic 

judgments of persons who have completed even a high school course 

should by all means be superior to that of pe~sons who have only 

an eighth grade education but the summary of the questionnaires 

shows that those who finished high school answered only 13.2 

questions correctly while the score of those who had only an 

eighth grade education, or less, scored 14.5. 

Another item of interest is the fact that persons over fifty 

made a higher score·than those who were thirty-five and under. 

This would seem to bear out the contention of some recent writers 

-on political topics that the present generation does not give the 

attention to government that their forefathers did. This is ac-

counted for by the fact that there are so many more things to 

interest and occupy the leisure time of the people in this age. 

Since it is admitted that we have more leisure time than did the 

people of the older generation it is regrettable to find that we 

are not using some of this time for civic enlightenment. ,, 
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CONCLUSION AND R~C0.<41111~.amATlONS 

Robert M. Lovett writing on "Education" says, 11 It is recognized 
·<' 

today that progress in natural science has far outrun that in pol-

1 tics, social life 1 culture--therein lies the tragedy· of the world." 

This seems to be true especially of an industrial community such as 

this study deals with. While science has made it possible for people 

to have more leisure time it seems doubtful if much of the leisure 

time which has been made available is used in securtng information 

along lines essential to the development of. a mo.re o·L' r· ic ient govern-

ment. Along with the products of science which have made more civic 

educa~ion possible have come other products from the same source 

which consume this time without advancing the people in tho science 

of government. While the mov~e, radio, automobile, daily newspaper 

and ?ther products of this scientific age are capable of doing much 

which would be er great service in developing a better informed 

citizenship, so far they have not been utilized very extensively in 

that direction. People are more inclined to use these instruments 

as means of entertainment. Such is a legitimate use, yet the claims 

of. citizenship on ;pur leisure time are or' primary inportance. 

Newspapers constitute one of the main sources of information 

on which the civic judgments of the community res"ts, in the opinion 

of the investigator. The three metropolitan newspapers of the vicin-

ity report the following daily circulation in Kansas City, Kansas: 

Kansas City Kansan, 23,000; Kansas City Star, 25,000; Journal-Post, 

20~000; making a total daily circulation of approximately 68,000. 

(All of the reports are in all probability padded for advertising 

purposes but they are the closest estimates that can be obtained.) 

The present population is about 120,000. Assuming an average of 
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four parsons to a family this would give two and two tenths papers 

to each family. 

Since the newspapers play such an important role in the form-

at.ion of _public opinion it is unfortunate for this community that 

all three papers are controlled by persons of the same political 

faith. 

Not only in matters pertaini~g strictly to the affairs of gov-

ernment does the press fail to give all the information necessary to 

the forming of correct judgments but also in regard to industrial 

affairs. During the past f'ive years there have !been two major striltes 

in Kansas City, Kansas--meat packers and railroad shopmen. The news-

papers were especially unfair to the shopmen, printing, as a rula, 

only such information as was of advantage to the corporations. 

Storie$ which were absolutely unfounded of depredations by railroad 

men were published, thus prejudicing the public against the cause 

of the workers. The story of trainmen abandoning their trains in 

the desert and leaving the people to suffer from thirst and hunger 

is typical of propaganda which was put out to prejudice the public. 

It is significant to note that the issues of the pipers which car-

ried such false s.t'ories contained large advertisements of the rail-

road companies asking for help to fill the places of the strikers. 

Last winter when the legislature was considering the matter of 

compulsory liability insurance for automobile drivers, one to the 

papers which circulates extensively in the community came out strong-

ly for the plan but stated emphatically that the insurance "must be 

administered in the good American way" i.e. thru private insurance 

agencies and not by the state. 

The following editorial is typical of the economic arguments 

contained in the newspapers. 
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Straw Hats arid the Tariff 

The subject of protective tariff is so frazzled from long chew-

ing at both ends that it is cla~sified by most Americans as a joke. 

But the annual introduction of straw hats this week causes the annual 

kick about. the. price. One protester submits figures which, curiously, 

not only prove th~ fallacy of the writer's.own contention but proves 

the opposit~ of his attack on the tariff schedule. 

Writing to "Labor,n T. P. Crumley, of Minoka, Idaho, calls 

attention to the fact that a straw hat bought in Itaily at 69. ~ cents, 

transported to the United States at a cost of 11 cents, and paying 

a duty of 27.6 cants, a total of $1.078, retails at $4; that a straw 
.. 

hat bought in England at ~l.75, transported at a cost of 13~ cents 

and paying a duty of 70 cents retails at $7. He then asks: "Will 

you kindly explain the benefit of the tariff to the consumer in this 

country under these figures?;' 

What .Mr. Crumley has proved .is that removing the tariff and en-

abling the importer to buy a cheap labor product abroau wo~ld not 

help the consumer, while it \Yould certainly expose the American pro-

ducer to destructive competition. How much less than t4 would an 
ii 

Italian hat sell to the American consumer if the 27.6 cent tariff 

were taken off? HoV.r much cheaper would the t,7 English-made hat be 

at retail if _the 70 eent tariff were taken off? If it is the tariff 

that boosts the price the Italian hat would sell for ~1.50 and the 

Snglish hat for t3. This is the assumption upon which anti-pro-

tectionists be.se t~·leir arguments. It does not work out on the price 

tags· at the habe1 1dashery . 

. While the point ~f the editor is •ell taken that the tariff 

in this case was not wholly responsible for the price paid for hats 
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it is n&t a conclusive argument for the protective tariff as he 

seems to inte~pret it. Furthermore he does not indicate, as he 

might well have done, that in this instance monopoly arid price 

fixing, a greater evil than a high tariff, was probably responsible 

for the high priee. The conclusion which the editor evidently wants 

the reader to reach is that a protective tariff is a good thing. 

Of course it would be unfair to charge that the newspapers 

are always guilty of misinforming the people on vivic questions. 

It is generally such questions as affect the financial int0rest 

of an influential group that receive inadequate: treatment in the 

papers. Some of the information on social subjects given out by 

the newspapers is scientifically sound. The lamentable thing 

about the whole matter is that more scientifically correct material 

is not published in the papers since the prople are so dependont. 

upon them for information on which to base civic judgments. 

Some of the magazines are subject to the same indictments as 

the newspapers. The ratings on the questionnaire previously in-

dicated show that those who read magazines of the standard inform-

ational type rank higher in civic judgments than those who do not 

read magazines. 1l:t is possible, however, that those who read 

magazines have more intelligence, so that the raatiing matter con-

tained in the magazines would not be the only explanation for the 

high rating. Even admitting that the magazines are a good source 

of information on social science questions we have to consider the 

price of the magazine to the reader, which is prohibitive for a 

great number or people in an industrial .city who make barely enough 

on-which to exist. It is this class of people who are especially 

in need of training which will enable them to understand their 

problems as citizens of a democracy and as workers in a capitalistic 

industry. 
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While the investigation concerning the numbsr of magazines read 

in the city that give social science information is not complete, 

owing to the fact that the number of copies of a few standard 

magazines which circulate in the community could not ·be obt~ined, 

it seems fair to conclude that the amount of reading of t!w standard 

magazines is negligible. 

In his investigation the author fauna very little in the pro-

gram of the various clubs and associations which was of an education-

a;i nature notwithstanding the fact that many of the organizations 

have as one of their purposes the educational advancement of its 

membership. The social, commercial and benevolent activities of 

the clubs seem to overshadow the educational functions, with few 

exceptions. It seems fair to conclude that participation in the 

vast majority of the organizations of the community adds nothing 

to an individual's information in the field of social science. 

In comparison with other first class cities of Kansa~ covered 

in the library survey, it will be seen that Kansas City made a very 

poor showing. Wichita with a population only 71 percent of that 

of Kansas-City, in 1920, has 24,206 adults holding library cards 

as against Kansasi1 City's 7 ,274. (Adults in the library vernacular 

are persons over 14 years.) In 1924, 232,024 books were loaned to 

adults in Wichita (68 percent being fiction) as against 137,304 

loaned to adults in Kansas City, eighty percent of which were fiction. 

In comparison with Wichita, the second city in size in the state, 

it would seem that the citizenship of Kansas City ·1s not so much in-

clined- to read books. 

In summarizing this investigation the author. is forced to con-

clud~ that little is being accomplished in the nature of adult social 

science education in Kansas City, Kansas. And on the basis of the 

results obtained in the investigation thru· the questionnaires return-
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ed by voters he is of the opinion that the great masses of citizens 

are not well informed concerning the issues involved in recent pol-

itical campaigns in this country. The summary of the questionnaires 

given above shows that the actual average score of the general pop-

ulation was ~inus six tenths (-9.6). (Note: By mere chance 14 of 

the statements would have been m&..~:ked correctly. The average number 

marked correctly was 13.4. Therefore the score was actually -0.6) 

This profound ignorance of the voters on mat.tars of vital im-

portance to the social order augers ill for the welfare of Democracy. 

One might logically think that since we have invested such great 

sums in education in recent years ·that the results should be more 

manifest since we are want to say much about educating the young 

people so- they will be better citizens. One might reasonably be-

~ieve that since reading matter is so cheap people would avail them-

selves of the opportunity to obtain information concerning things 

of vital concern to social well being. 

On the basis of this investigation it would seem that neither 

our expanded educational system nor the increasing amount of reading 

matter which can be secured for a reasonable price are doing much to 

improve civic judgw.ents. Vie must conclude, therefore, if the social 

order is to profit thru these modern facilities some changes must 

be made in the curriculum of our schools. Inasmuch as people do 

read a great deal the problem here is to direct their reading into 

such channels as will result in civic enlightenment. It is signif-

icant ·to note that persons who read such magazines as "The Survey, 11 

"The Nation," and "The New Republic" made the highest average score 

on the questionnaire. 
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TliHiGS 'IiiA1' HiiV.;1 B~.:::!N 0011~ IN 0Trl.3R PLAC~S 

Before presenting a plan for the advancement of adult social 

science education in Kansas City, Kanqas, it is advisable that we 

consider briefly some of the things which have been done in other 

cities and countries along this line. 

It seems that Denmark was the first, perhaps the only, nation 

to establish anything like a universal system of euucation for adult 

workers. Bishop Grundtvig (1783--1872) originated the idea; 

though it remained for Kristen Kild to bring the People's High School 

its first practical realization. Grundtvig held that "Our national 

culture must rest upon the enlightenment of all classes .••.•.••••• 

Our aim must be to provide a liberal education which will make the 

~hole people fit for their work and .happy in their situation. The 

The first People's High School was opened in 1844 but the system 

was not thoroughly apprehended and extended until twenty years lat'er. 11 

The People's High Schools are peasant ins ti tut ions. They are 

organized, .managed and supported by the peasants. Much of the 

authority for running the schools is delegated to the teachers. The 

school principal employs the teachers who are "selected for their 
11 

ability to impart information. They must have personal magnetism 

and executive ability." 

Among the subjects taught in the High Schools are: Danish 

History, General History, Natural Science, Constitutional Law and 

Jurisprudence, Agricultur;al Economics, Danish and other literature 

and commercial subjects. "Political ideas of an ~dvanced sort, such 

as socialism, sitigle tax, proportional representation, the position 

of women, are subjects of discussion and debate. And the school 

principal is perfectly free to participate in such movements. In 

many instances he is looked upon and referred to throughout the 
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kingdom as the center of some agitation or other." 

uThe usual age of admission to these schools is eighteen and 

bver and 80 percent of the students ~re from nineteen to twenty-five 

years of age. · Seven percent are below eighteen, and thirteen percent 

are above twenty-five. Slightly over one-half of the students, 53 

percent, are males. Most of the students are miaule-class farmers. 11 

Joseph K. Hart who recently maae ·a study of the Denmark schools says 

that Bsome 300,000 have passed thru these high schools in the last 

fifty years--most of these the last twenty, so.that it is estimated 

that about 30 percent of the present adult rural and village pop-

ulation has been, at one time or another, in these schools." Mr. Hart 

further states "These figures help to explain the cultural interests 

of the village and the esteem in which the schools are held." These 

schools are open to men for a five months term each winter, and to 

women for a somewhat shorter term each summer. 

nThese schools do not teach lessons out of books. The teachers 

must be equal to the task of carrying along the educational process 

without the interposition of books; and the student must be equal to 

the still greater ~ask--the most important task any student can ever 

undertake--of becolliing reconcil·ea to the use of his own judgment. 

Students in these schools get no grades, no credits, no standings, 

no diplomas, no graduations, and no assured job at the end. There 

are no examinations or tests, at any stage of the course. The students 

are told when they enter these schools that they will not find anythin~ 

that, by any stretch of the imagination, they can turn to material 

gain in the world later on." 

"There is, as a rule, no discussion in the lecture rooms, but 

the students carry on eridless discussions amongst themselves and with 

teachers, singly and in groups. There are books in the library which 
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anyone may·use. But no student is ever permitted to believe that he 

can substitute works or ideas from books £or his own cerebrations, 
or as substitutes for his own mental·growth.u (The foregoing quota-
tions are from "The Plastic Years" qy Joseph K. Hart in the Survey 

Graphic for April 1, 1926.) 

Frederick c. Howe who investigated the People's High Schools, 

and at the same time studied the economic, social and political life 
of Denmark says, "These schools have contributed much of the democracy 
of Denmark. They have reduced class distinctions. They have trained 

the farmer to self-confidence. They have aided in making him the 
power that he is in the state. They have contributed to many economic 
reforms and have been one of the most important, possibly the most 

important, agency in promoting efficiency in the country.n 

About twenty years ago Oxford University began an experiment in 
workers education in England. Many persons including university pro-

fessors looked with disfavor upon the movement. It was contended 
that workers cared little about higher education. Albert Mansbridge 

writing in the Atlantic Monthly says, 0 The experience of sixteen 

years has proved that workers do care for higher education. It is 
clear that quit~ ordinary men and women are keenly interested in 
things that matter, that at least a portion of them can be organized 
into classes; and that in any ordinary town it is possible to organize 
a class or classes, for workmen and women scholars which may be re-
garded as a part of the higher work of a university." A New York 

. paper, commenting on the English schools for wo)rkera, said, HWe began 
by accusing Oxford,--we end by excusing ourselves." 

-The work in Great Britain is conducted under the auspices of an 
organization known. as the Worker's Education Association. The regular 
course prescribed by the Associat-ion·covers a period of three years. 
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There are twenty-four class meetings per year. Each meeting lasts 

two hours. The first hour is devoted to the lecture by the teacher, 

the last hour to discussion. Classes are limited to thirty students. 

Each class has its library made up of the best modern standard books 

on the subject studied, such as would be used in the university. 

These books are drawn out and read by the students. The Worker's 
\ 

Education Association sells cheap editions of books to students. 

A part of the work in each course consists in writing essays. 

Topics ar~ assigned by the teacher who usually takes his cue for 

essay subjects from the class discussions. The e~says are read and 

corrections made. It is said by university teachers that twenty-five 

percent of these essays are equal to those written by graduates who 

won first class honors in the final schools of Modern History at 

Oxford. In the judgment of the Master of Balliol College these . 

classes of workers are of university level. 

During the first year of the regular three-year course in work-

er• s e.ducation a study of the economic history of Great Britain is 

made. , This deals with the facts of economic life of the country, 

.Past and present. Simple concrete material is used, including maps 

and charts. The second year is devoted to a further analysis of the 

political, geographic and physical basis of industrial structure. , 

The third year work analyses the operation of the present industrial 

organization, and includes a study of the economic position of the 

population and the distribution of wealth. 

The teachers of the workers' classes in Great Britain are 

usually young men who look forward to the time when the working men 

will have an effective share in the control of the industrial life 

of the nation. It was Socrates who asked, "How shall a man learn 

except from one who is his friend?" Undoubtedly one of the cardinal 
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principles in establishing any system of education which will advance 

adults in the field of the social sciences is to select teachers who 

are in hearty sympathy with the ·cause of those whom they are to instruct i 
England and Denmark are not the only foreign countries where 

efforts have been made to promote a system _of education for adults 

along the line of social science. It is :suf~fcient for this dis-

cussion, however, to show that systems of adult social science train-

ing have been worked out and have been successful in developing a 

more enlightened citizenship. We shall now consider some of the 

things which have been done in the United State. : 

Perhaps the most dramatic demonstration of the desire of adults 

to extend their educational training is found in the Kentucky Moon-

light Schools. As is the case in most every instance where efforts 

have been made to promote adult education a teacher, Mrs. Cora Wilson 

Stewart,· was responsible for initiatin~ the movement. At the time 

she instituted the movement she was county superintendent of schools 

in 'Rowan county. To carry on the work she enlisted the help of her 

teachers who ,taught in the Moonlight Schools without pay. 

About 120.0 men and wo~en, mostly illiterates, attended the first 
II 

school. Tb.ese people "had all the excuses and barriers which any 

people might offer--high hills, bridgeless streams, bad roaas, weari-

ness from the day's toil, shame of beginni_ng school late." Some of 

these moonlight students were octogenarians, and it is said that they 

usually made rapid progress in learning to read and write. This 

movement has spread into other counties of Kentucky and other southern 

states. 

One of the notable civic results of the moonlight schools was 

the changed attitude toward the day schools. The people had not taken 

much intarest in the schools. "They just dragged on." After the 
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evening schools were opened school houses were repaired and interest 

quickened in the.whole educational program. 

A new movement which seems to have been gaining ground recently 

is the Labor College. Sometimes these institutions are initiated by 

the workers, often from some outside source. As an illustration of 

what the Labor Colleges are doing, we shall consider the Denver Labor 

Eollega which was founded by Dr. George Lackland of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church. The classes meet in the wing of a community church. 

The faculty is composed of college men, most of them members of the 

faculty of some regular college. The year•s work 1is divided into two 

semesters of eight weeks each. The classes meet two nights per week. 

The subjects pursued are economic history, foreign history, cooperation, 

economic problems, current events and public speaking. 

Under the leadership of Dr. Lackland the Denver Open Forum also 

has been established. "Every kind of speaker and subject has found 

expression at this Forum. 11 The foundation principle of the organ-

ization is nfree speech and open forum." Kenneth Lindsay writing in 

the Survey says of the Denver Forum, "It has bred a spirit of toler-

ance and generous outlook on the questions of the day." 

Though there ane other adult educational institutions which 

differ slightly from the ones just described, the general principles 

of all are embodied in these. It is to be understood that the writer 

has sought to deal mainly with those institutions which foster civic 

training. Many trade schools for adults exist but they are motivated 

by the idea of making more money rather than a citizenship better 

informed on civic questions. On the basis of the experiances of 

other cities and nations we shall now proc~ed to consider a program 

of citizenship training for adults in Kansas City, Kansas. 
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R&COMM!fl~J:>.nT IONS 

In presenting plans for the extension of adult social science 

eaucation in Kans~s City we shall consider both a tentative and an 

ultimate program. This seems aovisable for two reasons. First~ 

according to Broaous Mitchell of Johns Hopkins University, who has 

had experience in aoult education, J~There is a gendral apathy of 

workers toward eaucation. With the exception of a few a~akened 

spirits~ you have not only to unbolt the door to them, but persist-

ently and one by one lead them thru it.n It seems that our tentative 

plan must provide chiefly for "the few awakened sp1rits.rr The work 

must be maae so attractive and worthwhile to them that they will 

help to get others interested. Another reason for beginning the 

work on a small scale is that the type of teachers who can best 

carry on the special work in adult social science education of work-

ers seems to be limited. Our colleges ana universities will need to 

give attention to the training of men and ~omen to do this special 

phase of teaching. Such teachers "must be able to express themselves 

simply and clearly, must be patient and cheerful, have a general 

knowlecge ana broad outlook over a variety of subjects and must 

fam1larize themaelvss ana be in sympathy with the life of the stu-

Gents • .!R 

on-the basis of the foregoing considerations, the investigator 

recommends that a part of the tentative plan for ?a~lt civic eauca-

tion incluue th0 Ude of the present night schools, which are now de-

voteu mostly to the traGes and elementary educational act1v1ties. 

It seems that the work of these evening schools might easily be ex-

tenaed by offering courses in social, economic ~nd political problems. 

Teachers from the high schools or Ju~1ior college could be found who 

would measure up fairly well to the Qualifications necessary to con-



150 

duct such classes. The work in these classes should be presented 

in a way which would be especially profitable to the industrial 

workers. It wou·ld be advisable to have the work so arranged as to . 

cover a three or four year period. Such classes should meet once a 

week for a two hour period. The discussion rather than the lecture 

should play the most important role in such classes. The teacher 

would be merely the leader of the discussion group. A specified 

reading course should constitute a part of the work. Papers should 

be written if the students so ~esire, but should.not be required. 

The second part of the tentative pian should include courses 

in university extension. Such courses ar0 already given, but teachers 

are, as a rule, the.only ones who enroll in these classes. As a 

matter of fact little effort has been made to int~rest others in the 

extension work. In presenting university extension work to the gen-

eral population it is likely that the subject matter might have to 

be pres.ented in a somewhat simpler manner than it is to the classes 

composed largely of teachers. 

The purpose of conducting university extension classes for the 

general public is ,~hat some people, particularly the bourgeoisie, 

would. be attracted to such classes who would not attend the regular 

night school social science classes. The fact that the name univer-

sity was attached to the work would be a drawing card. The plan for 

the conduct of such courses might very well follow the plan which 

has been used by the universities in Great Britain as previously dis-

cussed. Such classes could be held in such school buildings aa would 

best accommodate the claas membership. 

Finally, as a part of' the tentative scheme of adult e<iucation 

it is recommenaed that a public forum be organized such as the Denver 

Open Forum already descr·ibed. The nawly completed Memorial Hall 
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should be opened for such meatings. · - However, churches, schools and 

the community buildings such as exist in tha Argentine and Armourd.ale 

se·ctions of the city might very well be used for this purpose. 

The foregoing plans are merely stepping stones to the establish-

ment of a permanent systematic scheme of "Education for All the People, 

Universal and Lifelong,n such a schema to be supported by taxation 

and managed chiefly by teachers who are especially trained for this 

type of teaching. These Folk Schools, as we shall call them, should 

combine the civic training with cultural studies and social activities. 

All public school buildings constructed in the future should be so 

designed that they could be used for adult classes and social activ-

ities. Such institutions the author believes will bring about a well 

informed citizenship Vlhich will result in greater social efficiency. 
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