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Chapter l. 

THE STATUSj VARIETY AND CONTROL OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT 

ACTIVITIES. 

In this study an attempt has been made to find the present 

status and some of the controlling factors of the various organ-

ized activities in which students of the modern high school may 

participate in addition to carrying their regular high' school 

subjects. The inquiry is concerned with ascertaining the per 
y 

cent or high school students who are enrolled as members; how 
the advisorship is taken care of; how competent these advis-·' . . !t 
ers are; how they are compensated; what credit if any is given 

. !f 
for particip~tion in the high school activities; tte p'er cent 

of students in the activities who are active; and the reasons 

given by students for joining these activities. 

Since these organizations are an actual part of the high 

school now, it is important that they be directed and managed 

with an intelligence supported by fact~. A comparison has 

been made of the grades of high school students who are mem-

bers of activities and.of high school students who are not 

members. The pu~pose in this part of the study was to ascer-

tain if possible what evidence is: available that students who 

belong to high school activities tend to give so much of thei~ 

time to the work of these activities that they are thus neg-
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lecting their regular curricular subjects. 

The third phase of the study deals with the methods or 
financing these activities and how efficiently the activity 

funds are taken care of. 

Both the importance and number of student activities in 

the high school have grown.greatly in recent years. Twenty 

years a.go the most important high school student activity was 

probaply the literary society and in many cases it was the only 

one. · ·That much good was derived by students who took part in 

such societies cannot be denied, but there were many students 

who had abilities which this organization was not intended to 

develop. 

To meet this need, a variety of student activities have 

grown up in the high school. If the student now is interested 

in music and has ability in that field, he may develop his tal-

ent th1lough such activities as the orchestra and the glee clubs. 

If he .Prefers debate work, he can find great help by taking 

part in the work of the debate club. Through the dramatic 

club he may receive training in appearing before the public.-

As a member of the staff of the school paper he has a cha.nee 

to gain practica~ experience in newspaper writing •. His moral 

and social traits are encouraged and developed through activ-

ities like the Hi-Y and Y. w. c. A. 

2. 

Such activities are sometimes called extra-curricular but 

this name is rather misleading, since credit is given for par-

ticipation in many of them and in this sense they are really a 

part of the curriculum. In this thesis these high school activ-



·ities will be designated as student activities. 

In order to find the status of student activities in the 

Kansas high schools and in those of certain neighboring states, 

the following questionnaire was sent to 34 cities located in 

Iowa, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Color•ado and Kansas. These cities 

were chosen with reference to the size of their high schools, 

which ranged from 270 to 2036. It was assumed that high 

schools smaller than: 270 would tend to have few~~tudent activ-

ities, and that high schools having more than 2ooo·students 

would probably not have more student activities than the high 

school with an enrollment of 2000. Responses were received 

from the high school pl:'incipals in 24 of the 34 cities or 

from 71%. The following cities replied to the questionnail'e: 

1. Kansas City, Kansas. f,.A 
2. Topeka, Kansas. 1,, • .:f 
3. Manhattan, Kansas. 
4. Fort Scott, Kansas. 
5. Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
6. Chanute, Kansas. 
7 • Parsons, Kansas • J4,+ 
8. Emporia, Kansas. 
9. Pittsburg, Kansas .1.A· 
10. Lawrence, Kansas. 
11·. Boulder, Colol'ado. 
12. Wichita, Kansas. 
13. Junction City, Kansas. 
14. Neodesha, Kansa~. 
15. Leavenworth, Kansas. 1 .. ·A 
16. Ottawa, Kansas. 
17. Iola, Kansas. 
18. Great Bend, Kansas. 
19. .Abilene, Kansas. 
20. Holton, Kansas. 
21. Hiawatha, Kansas. 
22.· Arkansas City, Kansas. 
23. Winfield, Kansas. 
24. Newton, Kansas. 

A copy of the questionnaire employed for the purpose is 
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presented here. It consisted oi' ten rathe!' definite questions 
and was add!'essed to the principal oi' the high school. 

Questionnaire: 
1. .Please give the total number of boys and gi~ls sepa-
-~ately in your high school. 

2. What student activities do you have in your high School? 
3. ·.What per cent o:f the total enrollment are members of 
each activity? 

4. How are the advisers oi' student activities appointed? 
5~ Is there extra compensation for the adviser doing this 
work? 

6. Who is the present adviser for each of your activities 
and how long has he served as adviser for this activity? (Please 
give the teaching position of these advisers, not their names). 
7. Please rat·e each adv_iser first, as a teache·r, and second 
as an adviser. Would you consider him or her as a.good, med-
ium or poor teacher? Would you consider him or her as a good, 
medium or poor adviser? 

a. How much· credit is given for participation in the var~ 
ious activi~ies? (Express the credit in terms of a semester 
hour). 

9. Please have the advisers state the per cent of students 
in each activity who are active, and also the per cent of 
those who show possibilities of leadership. 
10. Please have the students in each activity give three 
reasons in their order of .importance as to why they are mem-
bers of this activity. 

As may be seen from the following tables, eyery one of. 
the 24 principals answered all ten questions, although in sev-
eral cases it was necessary to make supplementary inquiries. 

Taken as a whole, the data which ha~been collected fol:' 
this thesis should be interpreted as showing the tendency in 
each instance, rather than as establishing any absolute fact. 
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yet the report is based upon facts for near 18,000 pupils in 
1 t01'1'\ 

what appears to be a representat~Y-~L.group of high schools. 
- ., ~--- --~ ........... ,, , .. ~.,--~ ... _.,~,.-~ -

The following table gives the number of boys and girls 
separately in the various high schools. This table also gives 
the total number of students and the per cent of boys and the 

per cent of girls in each of the 24 high schools. 

Table l. 

SHOWING THE NUMBER OF BOYS AND GIRLS IN THE VARIOUS HIGH 
SCHOOLS INCLUDED IN THIS REPORT. 

City. Total Boys. Per Cent Girls. Per Cent 
Stud.ents. of Total. of Total. 

•: I ,, . . ' 

----------~~--------~-----------------------------------------A. 458 204 45 254 55 
~: 829 350 42 479 58. 
c. 448 175 39 273 61 :D. 2S6 106 37 180 63 

·E. 285 123 43 162 57 
F. 509 205 40 304 60 a. 327 131 40 196 60 
H. 601 277 46 324 54 
I. 506 227 45 279 55 
J. 6~7 257 40 390 60 
K. 623 295 47 328 53 
L. 270 113 42 157 58 M. 1859 796 43 1063 57 
N. 861 407 47 454 53 o. 746 315• 42 431 58 P. 747 322 43 425 57 
Q. 825 363 44 462 56 
R. 714 296 41 418 59 s. ~17 175 42 242 58 
~. 2036 960 42 1076 58 u. 534 221 41 313 59 . v·.~ .. -} --'\--. 626~ 247 '- 39- 379· 61-w. 1347 508 38 839 62 
~. 1465· 657. 45 808 55 
-~~~~~-~-~--~-~~---------~~---~----~-~~--~--~~~~-~~~-~--~-----Total 17966 7730 10236 
Median 624.5 267 42 353.5 58 
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Table 1 presents the student enrollment f'or the 24 hi
0

gh 

schools •. These enrollments vary from 270 for city L to 2036· 
.. 

.for city T. The statements here are for the year 1921-1922 • 

A total of 17,966 students are reported in this table. 

The median total enrollment in the various high schools 

studied is 625; the median number of boys is 267; the median 

number of girls is 354. The boys do not form more than 47% 

of the enrollment in any of the above schools and in only .four 

cases is their number less than 40% of the total enrollment. 

Of the schools reporting, 22 are representative high 

schools in cities of the first and second class in Kansas. One 
' is located in Oklahoma and one in Colorado. 

The majority of the results received showed that the most 

common high school student activities are the Hi-Y club, the 

Y. w. c. A., the orchestra, the glee clubs, th~ dramatic club, 

the debate club, athletics and the school paper, as is shown 

in the following tables. The first table shows the per cent 

of the total high school enrollment who are members of each 

of those student activities to which both boys and girls may 

belong. 
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T.able 2. 

SHOWING THE PER CENT OF TOTAL HIGH SCHOOL ENROLLMENT \¥.HO ARE 
MEMBERS OF STUDENT ACTIVITIES IN THE CITIES INDICATED. 

City. 

A. 
B. 
c. 
D. 
E. 
F. 

. G •. 
H. 
I. 
J •·. 
K. 
L. 
M. 
N. 
o. 
P. 
Q. 
R. 
s. 
T. 
u. v. w. x. 

Orchestra. Dramatics. Debate. School Paper. 

4 
3 

12 
4 
6 
4 

3 
5 
5 

20 
16 

4 
3· 
2 
7 
7 

10 
10 

3 
8 
3 
9 
2 

7 
3 

10 
7 
9 

10 
10 

3 
5 
2 

. 11 
4 
9 
4 
3 

12 
5 

10 
4 

11 
5 
1 

10 
2. 
5 
3 

12 
2 
3 
2 
3 
5 
2 
5 
·l 
5. 
3 
3 
l 
l 

20 
2 
4 
2 
1 
2 

4 
3 
5 
5 

15 
4 

3 
4 
3 
6 

15 
2 
l 
2 
4 
3 
5 
5 
2 

2 
4 
2 

--~---~~--~------~~----~---~---------~---~---~-~----~~~-~~---Median 5 6 4 

Note: The blank spaces indicate that the particular 
ac.tivity was not organized in that h1.gh school. 
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The activity which shows the highest median per cent of 

high school boys and girls as members is dramatics with a 

median of 6% and a range of 1 to 12% reported. 

The activity which shows the lowest median per cent is 

the debate club with a median of 3% but with a range of 1 to 

20% reported above. 

By membership in the activities mentioned above is meant 

actually belonging and at least nominally participating in 

the work ·of those activities. Students might gain some train-

ing in dramatics and debate in the English classeg and still 

not be members of the dramatic club or the debate club. But 

they probably could not gain the training in the English 

classes which they could gain through participation in the dra-

matic club and the debate club, since these activities are·or-

ganized to train specifically in these two modes of expression. 

Not a sufficient number of answers was received for other 

activities_to which boy~ and girls both belong, to warrant 

their use in the table .above. 

There is no.standard percentage of membership in any of 

the activities mentioned. No one can say definitely what the 

percentage should be. The comparison however is illuminating 

and shows the wide variation in practice • 

. Table 3 shows the per cent of high school boys and of high 

school girls who are members of the various activities open to 

each. The facts for the Hi-Y club, the boys' glee club and ath-

letics are reported for boys only, while those for the·_ y. W. 
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c .. • A. and girls' glee club a.re reported .for girls only, since 

membership is thus limited in these organizations. 

Table 3. 

SHOWING THE PER CENT OF HIGH SCHOOL BOYS AND GIRLS SEPARATELY 

WHO .ARE MEMBERS OF THE STUDENT ACTIVITIES INDICATED. 

Per Cent of Boys. Per Cent o.f Girls. 
City. Hi-Y. Glee Club. Athletics. Y.W.C.A. Glee Club. 
-----~-----~-----------------~------------------------------A. ;34 11 52 54 27 
B. 52 30 61 12 c. 26 13 26 58 8 
D. 42 11 
E. 33 24 50 56 16 
F. 62 3 50 59 25 
d. 33 33 60 40 
H. 22 3 50 50 6 
I. 44 11 30 53 14. 
J. 15 20 12 17 17 
K. 21 10 17 57 10 
L. 31 18. 20 67 28 
M. 12 l 18 50 1 
N. 3 3 35 27 67 o. '. 7 5 12 48 9 
P. 11 5 16 28 21 
Q. 7 5 11 43 13 
R. 10 48 5 9 s. 19 36 52 14 
T. 19 3 17 19 4 u. 7 7 10 10 v. 26 15 28 61 10 w. 27 4 27 32 8 x. 1 1 40 31 3 
---~~--~~-~-~----------~-~--~~-~~--~~----~--~---~~-----~-----Median 26 7 29 51 11.5 

Note: The blank spaces indicate that the particular 
activity was not organized in that high school. 
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The boys' activity which shows the highest median per 

cent of membership is athletics with a median of 29% of the 

boys and a range of 10 to 52fo reported. 

The girls' activity which shows the highest median per 

cent of membership is the Y. w. c. A. with a median of 51% of 

the girls and a range of 5 to 67% reported above. 

In a study of the table above it will be noticed that the 

median per cent flor the Y. w. c. A. is nearly twice that of 

the Hi-Y club. This would tend to indicate that the girls are 
far ahead of the boys in the various high schools in the in-

terest shown for the support of their organization. 

It will also be noticed that the median per cent for the 

boys' glee club is less than that of the girls' glee club. 

No report for girls' athletics is made in this study, be-

cause of the fact that so few high schools have organized ath-
letics for girls. 

The follmwing table shows the method used in selecting 

the activity advisers. Every city reported advisers for all 

of the various activities. 
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Table 4. 

SHOWING HOW ADVISERS" FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT ACTIVITIES ARE 

SELECTED AND THE NUMBER OF CITIES USING EACH METHOD. 

· 11. 

Advisory Method-?~ 
Activity. l ; 2. 1&2 3 2&3 .1&4 

No Activ-
1&5 1&6 ity. Total. 

Hi-Y. 11 0 
Y. W. C. A. 11 0 
Orchestra. 2 O 
Girls 1Glee Club. 5 0 
Boys'Glee Club. 2 O 
Dramatic Club. 13 O 
Debate Club. 14 O 
Athletics. 1 0 
School Paper. 9 0 

Totals 68 0 

1 1 0 
2 1 0 
1 15 5 
0 . 15 2 
0 16 1 
1 6 1 
0 7 1 
0 23 0 
4 8 0 

6 
7 
0 
2 
2 
1 
2 
0 
1 

9 92 10 21 

2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

2 

0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 

3 24 
2 24 
1 24 
0 24 
3 24 
2 24 
0 24 
0 24 
2 24 

13 216 

~i-1. Principal. 4 •. Members of Activity. 
2. Superintendent. 
3. Board of Education. 

Note: "No Activity" re:fers to 
do not have this activity. 

5. City Y. M. C. A. Sec. 
6. Dean of Girls. 
the number of high schools which 

The table above clearly indicates that in the majority of 

cases the board of education s·e1ects the advisers of the var-

ious high school student activities. The next most common 

plan is for the principal· to select the &.ctivity advisers. It 

will be noted that the third most common method of selecting 

activity advisers is by the members of the activity with the 

consent of the principal. It is probable that the members of 

an activity will, do better work under an adviser in whose se-

lection ·th~y have had·some choice·than under an adviser in 

whose selection they have had nothing whatever to say. 



The following table gives some data on whether activity 

advisers receive extra compensation for this work or not. 

Table 5. 

SHOWING THE NUMBER OF CITIES IN WHICH ADVISERS FOR VARIOUS 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT ACTIVITIES RECEIVE EXTRA COMPENSA.;.. 

TION FOR.THEIR SERVICE AS ADVISER. 

Activity. Extra Pay. No Extra Pay. No Activity. Total. 
~----~-~--~-~-~--~-----~~~--~--~~--------~~~~-~-~--~--------~ 
Hi-Y. 
Y. W. C. A. 
Orchestra ~· 
Girls' Glee Club. 
Boys' Glee Club. 
Dramatics. 
Debate. 
Athletics. 
School Paper. 

o· 
3 
2· 
2 
2 
1 
1 
5 
5 

21 
19 
21 

. 22 
19 
2J> 
23 
19 
17 

3 
2 
1 
0 
3 
2 

.Q 
0 
2 

24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 

-----~--~~----~~---~~--~--~~---~----~-----~~-~------~---~~~-~-Total 21 182 13 216 

From the table above it will be noted that out of 203 

cases (216 minus 13), only 21 or 10%. of those .reporting show 

that the student activity advisers receive extra compensation. 

12. 

The question of extra pay for advisorship work is impor-

tant from the view point of the teacher. The information av~il­

able does. not show whether the work as adviser is considered a 

part of his or her regular duties under the contract, or whether 

this work is extra and therefore entitled to receive extra pay. 

Some teachers may feel that· s'ince much of their time is 

given over to activity work, they should receive extra pay for 

it. v'Vhether they are pa.id e.xtra may even be related to their 



efficiency in the work. 

Sometimes the advisers of activities are merely relieved 

of some teaching, but are paid on the basis of full time class 
I 

work. This amounts to the same thing as extra pay for the 

work as adviser. In the table these teachers are reported as 

receiving extra pay. In some cases a definite cash amount is 

paid to the adviser for this work above the amount received 

for his or her services as a teacher. 

The table above does not show which method is employed 

by the schools which pay extra for·the advisorship work. From 

the data received it was found that in some cases one school 

used the first method for a certain activity, while another 

used the second method for the same activity. 

The table above shows that in the majority of cases, the 

advisers of student activities in the high school are doing 

this work in addition to their regular school work without 

any extra compensation. This situation is probably the better 

one. The advisers who do their work because of a love for 

that kind of service and for the good they feel they can do 

the students who are niembers, will probably accomplish more 

real good through the activity than the advisers who are in-

terested in the extra compensation for their services. 

The following table shows the teaching position held by 

the advisers of the various high school student activities 

and their rating as teachers. 
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Table 6. 

SHOWING THE TEACHING POSITION OF THE ADVISERS OF THE VARIOUS 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT ACTIVITIES AND THEIR RATING{~ AS 

TEACHERS. 

Girls' 
Teaching Hi-Y. Y.W.C.A. Glee Club. Dram.. Debate. 
Position. E. M. P. E. M. P. E. M. P. E. M. P. E. M. P. 
-----~---~-~----~----~~-~~-~~~--~~-----~----~--~---~--~----Principal 
Science 
History 
Manual 
Phys. Tr. 
Math. 
Fo1'l.Lang. 
Com. 
Voe. 
English 
Nor. Tr. 
Dom. Sc. 
Dean 
Mus. Sup. 
Pub. Spk. 

400 ooo· ooo 
3 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 
2 1 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 
1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 
2 0 0 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 
1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 
2 0 0 . 1 1 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 2 3 1 0 0 0 
0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 15 7 1 
0 0 0 0 0 0 .o 0 0 

1 0 0 
0 0 0 
2 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
1 o. 0 
0 . 0 0 
0 0 0 
7 2 1 
0 0 0 
0 0 0. 
0 0 0 
1 0 0 
5 2 0 

0 0 0 
0 0 0 
8 .1 0 
1 0 0 
0 0 0 
1 ·O 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0.0 
5 4. 0 o o ·o 
0 0 0 
o o o· 
o·o o 
2 2 0 

---~---------------------~-------------------------~-------16 5 0 13 8 1 15 8 1 17 4 1 17 7 0 
No Act. 3 2 0 2 0 
-~-~---~~-----~~--------------~~----~-~----------~~---~----Total 24 24. 24 24 24 

~~E .means Excell~jt; M means .Medium; and P means Poor. 
The abo13};d'ita was not secuJ:>ed fo~ the boys' glee club 

14. 

and the school paper. The four principals who act as advisers 
for the Hi-Y were rated by their superintendents ro~ this class-
ification. 

From the table above it will be seen that ·the largest num-



ber of advisers for each of the activities mentioned are rated 

as excellent teachers. 

The table above shows also that practically all depart~ 

ments in the various high schools furnish advisers for the 

different activities. 

It was found that the advisers for the orchestra (not 

shown in table 6) were the music supervisors, eighteen of whom 

were reported as excellent teachers, three. as medium and two 

as poor. One city reported it did not have this activity. 

The answers received (not shown in tabl~ 6) showed that 

four of the advisers for athletics were science teachers. 
\ 

eighteen were physical training teachers and two were history 

teachers. Of the four science teachers, two were reported as 

excellent teachers and two .as medium; while of the eighteen 

physical training teachers, ten were reported.as excellent and 

eight as medium. The two history teachers were repqrted as 

medium. 

15. 

The ratings shown in the table above were given by the 

high school principals, except in the case of the four prin-

cipals who were advisers of the Hi-Y, and their superintendents 

rated them. 

Table 7 shows the number of years the teachers have acted 

as advisers and their rating as an adviser. 



Table 7. 

SHOWING THE NUMBER OF YEARS THE ADVISERS OF VARIOUS HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT,ACTIVITIES 
HAVE ACTED .IN THIS CAPACITY AND THEIR RATING~z. AS ADVISERS GIVEN BY THE PRINCIPAL. 

Girls' Glee 
No. of' Yrs. of Hi-Y. Y. w. c. A. arch. Club. Dram. Debate. Athletics. Service. E. M. P. E. M. P. E. M. P. E. M. P. E. M. P. E. M. P. E. M. P. 
~-~-~---------~~-~~-~--~----~~-~~--~--~~---~------~~-~---------~~--~-~---~-~---~---~--l 6 7 1 4 2 1 4 2 0 6 2 0 7 3 b 5 7 0 4 5 0 

2 5 1 0 2 3 0 5 3 1 3 6 1 3 1 l 5 2 0 4 3 1 
3 1 0 0 4 0 0 3 0 0 2 L 0 3 0 0 4 0 o- 4 Q 0 
4 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 l 0 0 2 0 0 
5 0 0 0 2 0 0 l 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 .. -·o 0 0 0 
6 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 -2 0 l 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

;-----~--~~------~-~--~-~-----~-----~------~~------------~~-~~-~~---~~~~---~------12 8 1 - 16 5 1 15 7 1 12 11 l 16 5 1 15 9 0 15 8 1 
No Activity. 3 .2 1 0 2 0 0 
-----~~-~-----------~~---~~------~---~--~-~~--~--------~--~-------~~-----~~-~-~~~-~---Total 24 24 24 24 24 24 24 

*E means Excellentj M. means Medium; and P means Poor. 
Note: The abo1//;a."lta was not sedured f'or the boys' glee club and the school paper. 



From the table above it appears that no advisers for the 

Hi-Y were reported as having act~d in this capacity for more 

than three years, indicating that there is· a constant change 

in the advisorship of the Hi-Y club, perhaps also a tendency 

to employ the newer teachel"s for the task. Eight of twenty-

one advisers for the Hi-Y club are rated as medium and one is 

rated as poor, indicating that it is rather difficult to secure 

the right kind of advisers for this activity. 

The table above indicates that the advisers for the Y. w. 
c. A. tend to remain in this work for a longer period of time 

than do the advisers for the Hi-Y club. This may be due to a 

greater tendency on the part of men teachers than of women 

tea~hers to move frequently from pla~e to place •. This is mere-

ly a supposition as the writer has no definite data as to whe-

ther these men teachers remain in their positions.for a short-

er length of time than do the women teachers reported. 

It vdll be observed also that the rating of the Y. W. C. A. 

advisers is higher than that of the Hi-Y advisers, sixteen of 

the former's advisers being rated as .excellent as against 

twelve of the latter's. This may be one of the reasons why 

the per cent of high school girls who are members of the Y. w. 
" c. A. is so much larger than that of the boys who are members 

of the Hi-Y club. 

out of a total of 160 advisers mentioned in the table 
vr' 

above, 101 oia 63% are ranked as excellent advisers. 

There seems to be little relation between the number of 

years the adviser has acted in this capacity and his rating 
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as given by the high school principal. Two teachers who have 

been advisers of the girls' glee club for six years are rated 

as medium advisers, while six teachers who have been advisers 

for the same activity for only one year are rated as excel-

lent advisers. This is probably explained by the fact that 

some teachers who would make splendid advisers do not care to 

take up this work, since there is scarcely ever any extra com-

penaa tion for doing it. .Again, the best teachers may be asked 

to do so much extra work closely related to their class duties, 

that they do not have sufficient time to act as advisers for 

student activities. 

New teachers on the corps are often assigned advisorship 

work and from the very beginning may prove to be splendid ad-

visers. This probably explains why some of the teachers rated 

as excellent advisers, have acted in this capacity for such a 

short length of time. On the other hand, there is some hesi-

tancy to change advisers after a teacher has acted in this capac-

ity for a number of years, or it may even be that a better than 

medium adviser could not be secured for that particular activity. 

If this is the case, sometimes a teacher ranked as a medium ad-

vise:r may have acted in this capacity foJ:t several years, be-

cause of the fact that he or she is a good teacher although a 

medium adviser. 

The following table compares the ratings of the teachers 

as teachers with their Fatings as advisers. 
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Table 8. 

SHOWING A COMPARISON OF THE RATING-!~ AS TEACHER WITH THE 

RATING AS ADVISER. 

As Adviser. 
As Teacher. E M P Total. 
~----~~-~---------------~----~-~----~----~~~~--~~~-~~------~-E 

M 
p 

101 6 
0 47 
0 0 

l 
0 
5 

108 
47 

5 
--~~----~~-~---~~-------~---~~-~~-~~------~--------~~~--------Total 101 53 6 160 

~:-E means Excellent; M means Medium; and P means Poor. 

From the table above it is readily seen that 101 of the 160 

teachers are rated as excellent teachers and as excellent advis-

ers. No teachers rated as medium or poor teachers are excellent 

advisers. Six teachers who are excellent teachers are rated as 

medium advisers. Forty-seven are rated as only medium in each 

capacity. One teacher is rated as an excellent teacher but a 

poor adviser. Five are poor both as teachers and advisers. 

It must be remembered that the ratings found in the pre-

vious three tables were in each case given by the high school 

principal except in tne four cases where the superintendent did 

the rating, and it is possible that his judgment might have 
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been influenced by his opinion of ·the te~cher in his or her usual 

capacity as a teacher. If he or she is an excellent teacher the 

principal may feel that he or she could well be considered as an 



excellent adviser. Unless he considers the qualifications as a 

teacher and as an adviser separately, the conclusio~s from the 

table above could not be considered very significant. But from 

this table it will be seen that the principals did not consider 

that all teachers whom they ranked as excellent teachers were 

excellent advisers ·also. 

Although, there probably is a constant tendency .fol" nigh 

school principals to select the best teachers for the advisers 

o.f student activities, the table above shows that excellency.in 

·teaching does not necessarily mean excellency in the work of ad-

viser. The two types of work may·be quite different and the 

preparation of the teacher .for activity advisorship should be 

considered as well as the preparation for class room work. 

Table 9 shows what credit is being offered in various high 

schools for student activities. 
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Table 9. 

SHOWING THE NUMBER OF CITIES AND CREDIT IN SEMESTER HOURS 

OFFERED FOR STUDENT ACTIVITIES IN VARIOUS HIGH SCHOOLS. 

Hou:rs C:redit. No 
Activity. 0 1 l l~ 2 3 4 Activity. Total. 2 

-----~--------------------~-----------------------------------Hi-Y. 20 1 3 24 
Y. w. c. A. 21 1 2 24 
Orche s t:tta. • 4 5 4 5 5 1 24 
Gi:ttls' Glee 

Club. 5 5 6 4 4 0 24 
Boys' Glee 

Club. 5 5 6 4 4 0 24 
Dramatics. 15 ·4 3 2 24 
Debate. 11 5 5 3 0 24 
Athletics. 19 3 2 0 24 
School Paper. 12 l 2 8 1 24 
----------------------------------------------------------M·--Total 112 15 31 22 27 9 216 

From the table above it will be seen that for Hi-Y work, 

95% of the cities which have Hi•Y clubs give no credit hours; 

while 5%·give one credit hou:tt~ The same is true fo:r the Y. w. 
C. A. 

For o:rchestra. work 17% of the cities give 0 c:ttedit hours; 

22% give ! credit hour; 17% give one credit hour; 22% give 2 

credit hours and 22% give 4 credit hours. 

For girls' glee club work 21% of the cities give no credit 

hours; 21% give~ credit·hour; 25% give one c:ttedit hour; 16.5% 

give two credit hours and 16.5% give 4 credit hours. 

For boys' glee club work 21% of the cities give no credit 

hours; 21% give ~ credit hour; 25% give one credit hou~; 16.5% 
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give two credit hours and 16.5% give 4 credit hours. 

For dramatic work 68% of the cities give no credit hours; 

18% give 1 credit hour; while 14% give four credit hours. 

For debate work 46% of the cities give no credit hours; 

21%' give one credit hour; 21% give two credit hours; while 

12% give four credit hours. 

For athletics 79% of the cities give no credit hours; 

13% give one .credit hour; while 8% give two credit hours~ 

Fo~ school paper wo~k 52% of the cities give no c~edit 

hours; 4% give one.credit hour; 9% give two credit hours; 

while 35% give four credit hours. 

The most common credit for participation in student activ-

ities in· the various high schools is one semester hour. 

The table above indicates that the orchestra and the glee 

club are the only two activities for which credit is given in 

almost every city. The reason for this is probably due to the 

.fact that the orchestra and glee club are being offered more 

and more as regular class-work, meeting every day, while other 

activities generally meet but once a week. The fact that there 

is a tendency to give no credit for most of the student activ-

ities in the.high school is probably due to a lack of stand-

ards for crediting such work. 

The next table shows the per. cent of members in high school; 

activities who are considered by the activity advisers as really 

active. 
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Table 10 

SHOWING THE PER CENT. OF MEMBERS IN HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

WHO ARE CONSIDERED.REALLY ACTIVE BY ACTIVITY ADVISERS. 

Activities. 

-··· Girls' D:ramatic Debate 

23. 

'Jity. Hi-Y. Y.w.c·.A. arch. Glee Club. Club. Club. Athletics. 
-~~---~~---~~~-~~~--~--~--~---~-------~--~~~~--~-~-~----~-----~-A. 40 50 86 60 90. 50 65 
B. 25 90 ·100 100 100 100 100 c. 75 85 75 80 50 100 80 
D. 75 75 100 ·50 100 

. E. 50 85 80 75 50 100 50 
F. 10 40 100 100 '.80 100 100 
G. 10 100 100 80 100 90 
H. 40 30 100 70 80 70 
I. 5 5 80 30 70 50 20 
J. 80 85 100 100 100 100 95 
K. 60 50 100 100 100 100 100 
L •. 50 35 16 28 50 100 20 
M. 15 10 95 100 90 100 50 
N. 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 o. 100 50 100 80 90 100 65 
P. 60 75 60 75 50 75 85 
Q. 40 75 75 100 70 100 . 88 
R. 20 100 7 25 100 50 s. 50 100 90 80 60 75 
T. 80 95 75 100 95 90 50 u. 100 85 20 85 50 
v ·' 30 57 84 90 50 42 100 w. 90 50 75 75 75. ·100 100 x. 40 66 100 100 50 90 100 

: -----------------------------------------------
... ____________ 

Median 50 53.5 86 80 80 100 82.5 

Note: The blank spaces indicate that the particular activity 

was not o:rganized in that city. 

Note: Answe:rs.were not received with reference to the school 
paper and the boys' glee club. 



-· The answers shovm in the table above were based on the 

_judgment of the activity advisers. They were left to give 

their ovm interpretation of' the term "active n. 

The real value of the table above is naturally uncertain, 

but it enables one to compare what the 203 advisers think of 

the activity of the members of the various high school student 

organizations. 

The table above shows that there is a wide range of opin-

ion among the· advisers of the various activities as to the per 

cent of students in each of' these organizations who are con-

sidered as ~eally active. The widest range is in the Hi-Y and 

Y. W •. c. A. whfch is from 5 to 100%. 

The least range is found in the debate club which is from 

42 to 100%. 

The table above indicates that the advisers of' the debate 

club feel that nearly all the members of this activity are 

active, as shown by so many of them giving 100% as the mem-

bers who are active, yet, very few schools give credit for the 

debate work. Not all of the schools which r-eported a 100% 

activity in the debate clubs, give credit for work done in this 

organization. 

The next table shows the per cent of·members in high 

school activities who manifest possibilities of leadership. 

~his per cent is also based on the judgment of the activity 

advisers~ 
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Table 11. 

SHOWING THE PER CENT OF MEMBERS IN HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

VvHO MANIFEST POSSIBILITIES.OF LEADERSHIP IN THE JUDGMENT 

OF ACTIVITY ADVISERS. 

Activities. 

Girls' Dramatic Debate 
City. Hi-Y. Y.w.c.A. orch. Glee Club·. Club. Club. Athletics. 
----~~-~---~-~~----~--~--~~~~~~--~-~----~-----~-----~--~--~~-~-
A 
B 
c 
D 
E 
F 
G 
H 
I 
J 
K 
L 
M 
N 
0 
p 
Q, 
R 
s 
T 
u. 
v 
w 
x 

18 ,16 
3 5 -

30 30 -- ' 

15 25 
10 15 
10 90 
20 10 
25 5 

5 5 
:~.:25 20 
20 10 

5 5 
10 10 
10 15 
20 25 
15 5 

5 
10 

50 50 
50 
20 9 
30 20 
20 12 

18 
5 

20 
10 
10 
15 

.15 
20 
25 
25 

5 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
15 
10 
20 
16 
25 
50 

11 
5 

25 
5 

15 
50 
10 
10 
30 
25 
25 

3 
10 
10 
75 
25 
35 

5 
15 
60 
15 
50 
25 
23 

25 
2 

15 
5 

20 
20 
25 

15 
50 
75 
10 

5 
10 
50 

3 
50 
10 
20 
75 

10 
25 
50. 

20 
75 
75 
10 
35 
30 
90 
20 
50 
50 
60 
75 
25 
10 
10 
50 
50 
50 
20 
80 
60 
33 
BO 
50 

10 
3 

40 
10 

8 
5 
5 

10 
20 
75 
25 

5 
10 
10 
20 

. 10 
26 
12 
20 
75 
50 
50 
10 
14 

------~-------~---------------------------------------------Median 18 11 12.5 19 20 50 11 

25. 

Note: The blank spaces indicate that the particular activ-

ity was not organized in that city. 

Note: Answers were not received with reference to the 

school paper and the boys' glee club. 



Table 11 represents the more active and competent of 

those reported as active. The median per cents for this table 

are much lower than for the preceeding one. 

The table .above shows that in city B, 3% of the Hi-Y mem-

bership are re.garded as manifesting leadership ability; the 

corresponding statement for City C is 30% which· is relatively 

ten times as large a number ... This same variance in judgment 

on the part of the activity advisers would doubtless be found 

if other cities than those included in this study were compared 

in like manner. 

The debate club shows the highest median per cerit o:f mem-

bers who manifest possibilities of leadership, while the Y. W. 

c. A. and athletics show the lowest per cent. Although the 

advisers for athletics in cities J and T think seventy-five per 

cent of the students who are members of this activity manifest 

possibilities of leadership, nevertheless most of the estimates 

g.iven are ~ar below these and. the median pel' cent is eleven. 

The· next table reports the reasons Which were given by 

members of high school student activities as.to why they are 

members o:f these activities. The students were given slips 
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of paper on which they wel'e asked to give three reasons in the 

order of their importance, a·s to why they al:'e members of the 

activities. Four thousand, two hundred s.nd eighty-five student 

answers are recorded in the following table., 



Table 12. 

REPORTING THE REASONS GIVEN BY.MEMBERS OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT 

ACTIVITIES AS TO WHY THEY ARE WlEMBERS OF THESE ACTIVITIES. 

The Reasons Given. 

27. 

Christian Dram. or 

Activity. 
Training. Association.For Credit. Enjoyment. Music Train. 
Range-Med. Range-Med. Range-Ivied. Range-Med. Range-Med. 

-----------------------------~---------"-----------------------------Hi-Y ._ 22~86% 64% 0-44% 26% 
Y.W.C.A. 34-75% 58% 20-49% 33% 
Orchestra. 
Girls' Glee 

Club. 
Dramatic, Club. 
Boys' GU.ee 

Club. 

0-41% 18% 

0-43% 22% 
0-23% 12% 

7-42% 28% 

0-42% 9 • ~"6 . 
0-37~ 16;6 
7-44% 22% 42%-73% 57% 

6-62~ 30% 25-72% 40% 
5-42% 33% 42-75% 57.5% 

0-66% 17% 22-58% 50% 
-----~--~~~~-----~-~--~----~---~~-~--~-------~----~-~~~~~---~-~-~---~~ 

Note: Answers were not collected for debate, athletics and the 

school paper. 

From the table above it will be observed that in the Hi-Y 

~nd Y. w. C. A. the largest per cent of the members state that 

they have joined these activities because of the christian 

training to be derived. The percentages range from 22 to 86 

for the former .and from 34 to 75 for the latter activity men-

tioned. The ~argest per cent say that they joined the orchestra, 

the girls' glee club and the dramatic club because of the musical 

and dramatic training derived. The percentage for the orchestra 

ranges from 42 to 73; for the girls' giee club 25 to 72; for the 



dramatic club 42 to 75; and for the boys' glee club 22 to 58. 

The next highest per cents· are shovm under Association 

and Enjoyment. ncreditn received third place in importance in 

every activity except the boys' glee club. 

The table above seems to indicate that students as a rule 
\ join the high school activities for the real good which they 

may derive from such membership. However, one must keep in 

mind that the judgment of a student is often influenced by the 

judgment of another person. The adviser might offer a certain 

suggestion as to why students should join activities and the 

,student might give this as his fi:rst reason because of the 

adviser's sugges'tion. It was stated in the instructions, 

however, that the advisers should have the students write down 

the three :reasons without any suggestions on their part. 
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SUMMARY OF CHAPTER. 

The results of the above questionnaire show the following: 

1. Student activities have a definite place in the program 

of these 24 high schools. 

2. Of the activit.ies to. which boys and girls both belong, 

the orchestra and the dramatic clubs show the highest median 

per cent of membership. 

3. Of the boys' activities, ·the highest median per cent 

of membership is found in athletics. 

4. Of the girls' activities, the highest median per cent of 

membership is found in the Y. W. c. A. 

5. In the majority of cases the board of education or the 

high school principal selects the activity ~dvisers. 

6. As a rule the activity advisers do not receive extra 

compensation for this activity work. 

7. The activity advisers in the majority of cases rank 

high as teachers. 

8. Practically all departments in the high school furnish 

activity advisers·. 

9~ The advisorship of the Hi-Y club seems to change more 

than in any other .activity. 

10. The Y. w. Q. A •. advisers rank higher than the Hi-Y 

advisers. 

11. There seems to be little relation between the number of 

29. 



years the adviser has acted in that capacity and his rating for 

such work as given by the high school principal. 

12. -Excellence in :teaching does not always accompany ex-

cellence in advisorship and visa versa. 

13 There is a marked tendency.to give credit ·ror partici-

pation in certain student activities in some high schools but 

it is not a practice common to all. The credit which is given 

for this work varies from one to four semester hours. 

14. Not all students who are members of activities are 

considered by the advisers to be active. 

15. The students who are members of the debate club are 

considered by their advisers as having the greatest percentage 

or members showing possibilities of leadership. 

16. Students as a rule join the high school activities, 

according to their own statements, for the real good which they 

believe such membership will bring them more frequently than 

for other reasons~ 
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Chapter 2. 

A COMPARISON OF THE GRADES OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO ARE 

MEMBERS OF HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES WITH THE GRADES OF 

STUDENTS vmo ARE NOT MEMBERS. 

With the increase in the number of student activities in 

the high school, the question whether students are giving so 

much time to these activities that their regular class~room 

work is neglected is one worthy of consideration. In this 

study, the school grades of 3545 pupils in high school were 

examined for information on the question. 

~~ether the class room work is more important to the stu-

dent than the activity work need not be considered here. But, 

if it should be found that the grades of students taking part 
I 
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in activities are lower than the grades o~ those not taking 

part, it might suggest that the students are giving too much 

time to the.activities or that they are competing with school 

studies. In a study of student activities it is important to 

knoy1 how the high school grades of activity members compare with 

those of students who are not members. 

The following questionnaire was sent to four high schools: 

Pittsburg, Manhattan, Topeka and Emporia, all loc?ted in Kansas. 

Questionnaire on High School Student Activities. 

Please give the following data for each student enrolled 



in your high school: (1) Student's name; (2) Sex; (3·) Activ-
ities to which he belongs; (4) His grade average for the entire 
time he has been a member of your high school. 

The above data was secured for each student enrolled in 

the four high schools for the school year 1921-1922, whether 

he belonged to any activity or not. The sex 0£ the student 

was given in order that the grades of girls in activities 

might be compared with the grades of girls who are not mem-

bers and also that the grades of the boys might be compared in 

the same way. · The student's grade average for the entire time 

he was a. member of the high school was ·readily ascertained 

·from his credit card. 

·The total number of pupils reported from Pittsburg was 

747, from Manhattan 626, from Topeka 1347, and from Emporia 

825, making a grand total o:f 3545 pupils. 

The following tables show the results \Vhich have been 

compiled from the above questionnaire. 

Table 13 shows the median grades of the girls with refer-

ence to student activities in the four cities mentioned above. 

In the Pittsburg high school·53% of the girls are not 

members of any of the·school activities, in Manhattan 44%, in 

Topeka 43%, and in Emporia 37%. 



·rable 13. ·· 

COMPARISON OF MEDIAN GRADES OF GIRLS WHO ARE MEMBERS OF HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENT ACTIVITIES WITH THE MEDIAN GRADES OF GIRLS 

WHO ARE NOT MEMBERS. 

Activity. Manhattan. Pittsburg. Topeka. Emporia. 
Y.W,C.-A •. 
Dramatics. 
orchestra. 
Glee Club. 
School . Paper. 
Debate. 

85.4 
85.4 
86.9 
86.9 

I 81.3 
79.0 

Girls not Members 
of Student Activ-. 

!ties. 83.9 

87.8. 
86.0 
88.0 
86.9 ___ .. _ 
90.0 

86.l 

85.2 
87.6 
83.5 
85.4 

85.0 

80.8 

86.;0 
86.5 
86.5 
·86.0 
86.0 
87.0 

86.0 

This table states .the median grade of the average (mean) 
grades reported ·for the. individual pupils participating in 
each of the activities listed in the table. 
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In the table above it may be observed that in the Manhattan 
high school in four out Of the SiX activities mentioned, the 
median grades·of the girls who are members are higher than the 
median grade of.girls who are not members of activities. The 
girls who are members of the school paper staff and the debate 
club have lower median grades than the girls who are not mem-

bers of activities. 

In the Pittsburg high school the girls in four out of 
the five activities mentioned made higher median grades.than 

did the girls who are not members of activities. In dramatics 



the girls made a median grade lower than the median grade of 

girls not in activities, but the difference is negligible. 
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In the Topeka high school the median grades of girls who 

are members of student activities are in every case higher than 

the median grade of girls who are not members, It will also 

be noticed that this difference in median grades ranges from 

2.7 for members of the orchestra to 6.8 for members of dra-

ma tics. 

In Emporia high school the girls .taking part in activ-: 

ities have in every case a median grade as high as Ol' higher 

than those not taking part. 

No recognition was taken of the length of time that stu~ 

dents had been in an activity nor did the tabulations give any 
I 

attention to how long the pupil has been in school, but all 

classes were represented in the participating and non-paDti-

cipating dlvisions and all grades of the student were averaged 

whether for one year or three years in school. The tabulations 

do not show whether a pupil was in one or more activities. The 

endeavor was merely to compare the high school grades of all 

participants with those of the non-participants. 

The next table shows the median grades of boys in refer-

ence to student activities in the four cities mentioned. 

In the Pittsburg high school 57% of the boys are not mem-

bers of· any of the school activities, in Manhattan 54%, in To-

peka 34%, and in Emporia. 57'/o. 



Table 14. 

COMPARISON OF MEDIAN GRADES OF BOYS WHO ARE MEMBERS OF HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENT ACTIVITIES WITH THE MEDIAN GRADES OF 

BOYS v11HO ARE NOT MEMBERS. 

Activity. Manhattan. Pittsburg. Topeka. Emporia. 

Hi-Y. 
Dramatics. 
Orchestra. 

. Glee Club. 
School Paper. 
Debate. 
Athletics. 

Boys not Members 
of Student Activ-• 

83.5 
83.9 
87.8 
82.5 
79.0 
82.5 
83.l 

ities. 81.3 

87.l 
85.8 
84.8 
9e·.o 
82.5 
82.7· 

84.9 

80.2 
. 82.8 
79.6 
81.0 

82.0 
79.4 

79.6 

85.5 
85~0 
85.0 
84.5 
85.0 
85.0 
84.5 

84.5 

This table shows that in the Manhattan high school in ev-

ery activity~·except the school paper, the median grad.es of 

boys who are mem?ers of activities are higher than the median 

grade of boys who are .not members. 

In the Pittsburg high school it will be noticed that in 

three of the six activities reported, the median grades of the 
. . 
boys who are members of these three activities are higher than 

the median grade of boys who are not membe~s. For the orches-

tra members, the median grades are practically the~same. 

35. 

In the Topeka high_ school in five out of the six activities, 

the median grades of boys who are members of activities are as 

high or higher t~an the median grade of boys who are not mem-



bers. The median grade or the boys who are members of athlet-

ics is two-tenths lower than the median grade of boys who are 

not members of activities. 

In the Emporia high school the boys who are members of 

student activities have in every.case a median grade as high 

as or higher than those not taking part in such activities. 

The above results tend to show that the students who are 

taking part in the student activities of the various high. ~­

schools are as a :rule making higher grad&s than students who 

are not taking part. 
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There are several possible explana~ions for this. It may 

be that the interest which participation in these activities 

creates among the boys·and girls who are members, is an aid in 

stimulating them oo further e:f'f.ort in the work of their regula.!1 

high school subjects. Again, probably the students with more 

initiative and greater capacities are the ones who participate· 

in student activities. Also membership in student activities 

is often restricted. For example, only students interested in 

dramatics will probably belong to the ,dramatic club, and only. 

students interested in mus.ic will probably join.the Ol"Chestra 

and glee club.· Again in some high schools students are not 

eligible to the activities unless they make a certain grade 

average in their regular curricular subjocts. This would re-

. sult in a selected group and thus probably tend to produce a 

higher median grade. 

Activities outside of the school may need to be taken into 



consideration also. It may be that students who are not mem-
bers of high school activities have extra outside duties or 

~ .. :....;.,,.,"'"''" are members of outside activities. However, no data was ga-

thered on these points. 

From the evidence found in the tables above it may be 

ricular subjects. 

concluded, that the students who belo'ng to high school activ-
/~./ ..... ···' .ii'" 

1 ties do not comprise those,1'Who r,~::t:'nk low in their regular cur-
/' ./·'' l : / ; ' 

l )\v' .; ff ·,"'I 
I p) .~ 

I / A~i 
/ ~~· · I ~·r I \ ,. 
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Chapter 3. 

METHOD OF FINANCING STUDENT ACTIVITIES IN VARIOUS HIGH SCHOOLS. 

In order to carry on most of the high school student activ-
ities, it is necessary to provide for their financing. In this 
study three phases of the financing have been dealt with: first, 

how the activities are financed; .second, who takes care of the 

funds; and third, what is done with the .surplus money if there 

is any at the end of the scho.ol year. 

The first phase of .the subject refers especially to the 

method used to raise the necessary money to carry on the work 
of the activity. The nature of the activity will determine to 

quite an extent the method Of financing Used. The method Of 

r'inancing may likewise influence the ex:tel'.lt of the activity. 
For·example, athletics must be financed whether by the season 

and single admission tickets sold~ or by the board of educa-

tion giving assistance. 

In discussing -the second and third phases of the subject 

of financing activities, it seems essential· that a person who 
is fully responsible for the activity funds must be provided. 

Because of the ·necessity of looking after thi~ matter in a 

business-like way, somec:>·ne who is somewhat experienced in .fi-
nances and on whom full reliance can be placed, should be made 

the fina~cial manager of all high school student activities. 



The following questionnaire was sent to the high schools 

located in these eleven cities: 

1. Arkansas City, Kansas. 'Y ... J{ 
2. Parsons, Kansas. 1 .. -:..f 
3. Topeka, Kansas. 1 ,~ .. t 
4. Wichita, Kansas. 
5. Salina, Kansas. 
6. Pittsburg, Kansas. 1,J 
7. Kansas City, Kansas Jcr ... 1= 

8. Hutchinson, Kansas. 1.,.~ 
9. Fort Scott, Kansas. /r.V. 
10. Emporia, Kansas. :J.",,..,r{ 
11. Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

1. Please write opposite each student activity the 
method used in you~ high school to finance that activity. 

Name of Activity. Method of Financing. 

1. Hi Y. 
2. Y. W. C. A. 
3. Orchestra. 
4. Glee Clubs. 
5. Dramatic:Clubs .. 
6. Debate Clubs. 1 

7. Athletics. 
8. ·School Paper. · 

2. How are the funds in your different activities, 
handled? _;~.:-:;r··· 

.· 
3. vVha t is done with the surplus· money left over ea~h 

y~ar in the different activities? 

Definite replies were received from all eleven cities • 
. ' 
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It was found that varied but similar methods of financing stu-

dent activities were used in the different high schools, as, is 

.shown in the next table which gives a summary of these methods. 
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Table 15. 

SHOWING TEE METHODS OF FINANCING STUDENT ACTIVITIES IN ELEVEN 

Name of 
Activity. 

HIGH SCHOOLS. 

Method of Financing. 

. . 

No. of Cities Per 
following this plan. Cent. 

~-----~---~~--~----~~---~~-----~~~--------~--~~~-~-------------~~-~ 
Hi-Y. 
Hi~Y. 
Y. vV. C. A. 
Y. W. C. A. 
Orchestra. 
Orchestra. 
Glee Club a. 
Glee Clubs. 
Dramatics. 
Debate. 
Athletics. 
School Paper. 
School Paper .•. 

Dues. 
Entertainments. 
Dues,· Candy and Book Sale. 
Dues only. 
Concerts.· 
Board of Education & Concerts. 
Concerts. 
Board of Education & Concerts. 
Door Receipts from Plays. 
Doo;r Receipts 
Season Tickets & Gate Re·ceipts. 
Subscriptions. 
Subscriptions & Advertising. 

9 
2 
6 
5 
7 
4 
8 
3 

11 
11 
11 

3 
8 

82 
18 
55 
45 
64 
36 
73 
27 

100 
100 
lQQ, 

27 
73 

It appears that the method of financing the activity not· 

only depends on the activity, but also µ.pon the high achoo:!;. 

Nine of the eleven high schools evidently depend upon dues from 

the members for the support of the Hi-Y. Two high schools de-

pend upon entertainments to furnish the money necessary ~o car-

ry on this activit~. In only three activities, athletics, de-

bate and dramatics, do we find the method of financing the· same 

in all eleven cities. 

The next table shows how the different high schools handle . 

their student activity funds. 



Table 16. 

SHOWING HOW HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITY FUNDS ARE HANDLED IN VARIOUS 

HIGH SCHOOLS. 

How Activity Funds are Handled. Number of Cities. Per Cent. 
---~~----~~-~---~-~~-~-~-~---~-~-~-----~~--~------~~~~~-~-----~ Handled· Through Principal' s Of'f'ice ·• 2 
Student Treasurer under- Adviser. .. 2 
School Treasurer or Financial Manager who 

is a member of the Faculty. . 7 

18 
18 
64 .. ~·'_ ...... ,-· ·...-r 01'--' 

Until quite recently it was general~y conceded that the 
proper person to handle the f'unds in the various student ;activ-
ities was the treasure!' of· the organization. Howevel:', ,the plan 

i 
>"-"' I now being developed in our larger high schools is ~· 'one which 

seven of the eleven cities report. 

41. 

This pl~n, known as the school-auditorship or financial 
manager plan is in general as .follows. A member of' the fac~lty, 
preferably a man, since there .are so many trips to the bank, is 
appointed by the principal or school board to act as financial 
manager of the high school. At the opening of school during bhe 
of the first assemblies, he should outliiie the financial plans 
for the year. Each activity should have its student treasurer 
who should directly look after the raising or· all money by or 
for that activity. That in itself makes his office an important 
and responsible one. When he has collected a definite sum of 
money, he may take it to the room or office of the financial 
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manager and deposit·it with him. The treasurer is then relieved 
of the responsibility of caring for the money, and the financial· 
manager at once becomes responsible for it. The treasurer is 
given a receipt by the financial manage~ which is made oqt in 
duplicate, he keeping one for himself. The following data 

. should be on this receipt: the date, the name of the activi-· 
represented, the name of the treasure!' and the signatul:'e of' 
the financial manager,, The duplicate kept by the financial 
manager may then be placed on file a~ belonging to the activ-
ity credited. At the close of ea.ch sehool day, the financial 
manager may deposit in a local bank all the money received by 
him that day. 

There are two plans of depositing the money in th~ bank 
by the financial manager. One is to open an account fo~ each 
activity and deposit to the account of that individual activ-
ity. The second is to deposit all high school organization 
money in the name of the financial manager, keep~ng the indi-
vidual activity accounts himself. 

The first method is preferable because it is a splendid 
check for the financial manager. Every month he can check 
up with the bank, comparing his balance in each activity with 
theirs, and if there is any difference, the error can readily 
be found. 

~henever any organization desires' to draw money from its 
funds, the proceedure may be somewhat as follows. Regular 
orders are employed having on them the date, the amount, the 



purpose f'or which the money is to be used, the name of' the or-
ganization, the student treasurer's signature, and the advis-
er's signature~ A check is then written by the financial man-
ager for the amount desired, and the fiotation is recorded in 

the stub portion of the check book. The order is then filed. 
All checlrs issued should be signed py.the financial manager, 
and just above his signature should be writt~n the name of' the· 
activity upon which the check is to be dravm. A s~mple order 
slip, check and receipt are shown below such as may be most 
suitable f'or the purposes indicated above. 

,..,.....-.. -·-~·.:::;;,.-.....,"~. t\J 

A SAMPLE ,QRDEH SLIP FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT ACTIVITIES. \ 
\,~ .... _ 
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A SAMPLE CHECK. 

'.l'.ld .. _ 

§r .,~. i;~k 10 
83-76 

A 

~~~~~')_Mar_clL2Cl,-. ·w~-3- ·-

/r~" SAMPLE (RECEIPT~ 
'~---~·,,.,"' 

Emporia, Kansas, ........... Mar.ch ... 21.~ ........................ 191.23 .. .. 

Auditor of Emporia High School · 
PAY TO THE 

ORDER O·F ..... .char.les .... .Jo.bnson~ ....................................................................... $10. .• QQ ................. . 

....... T.e.n .... and ... 15§.:: ............. : ..... ~.::.~.~--~.~-~.".':::':':.~.:::.:":"..~.~.~.~~-~.~--:..~~-::.::::::::.::.~::.~.::.~ ........ Dollars 

For .... twen:t.y. .... co.pie.s .... of .... the .... P_l.ay. .•........................................ ; ....... :············································· ................ . 
--........ Char.le.s ..... J.o.hna.on ............................... _ 'rreas. otSb,g._k.e.~P~.~-~~ ..... Q.+.~9. . .!_ 

10-2:1-17-lm. c. Approved. .. ........ : ....................................... E.tta .... .C ......... Manle.y: ................. _ Faculty Adviser. 



It is readily seen, that requiring the activity adviser. to 

sign the order before it is valid, is a. check upon the treas-

urer 1 s draw.ing money without the knovfledge of the adviser-~ 

There is not much danger of a student treasurer's forging an 

adviser's name on the order blank, because the financial mana-

ger soon becomes acquainted with the signature of the different 

advisers, if the adviser always signs his or her own name and 

never allows the treasurer to sign the name for the adviser. 

At the end of.each term or year, the financial manager 

should make a repo~t to the principal or board of education as 

to the financial condition of the high school organizations. 

A school bank may be established in the commercial de-

partment to assist the financial manager. This bank may re-

ceive the money f~om the different activities and keep the 

separate accounts. At the same time the· students who do work 

in.the bank will be given an opportunity to become familiar 

with banking conditions. 

The financial manager method of taking care of the funds 

is a business-like way of checking the student business mana-

gers of the high sch9ol paper and the annual in particular. 

The financial manager can know just how many subscriptions there 

are and how much advertising there is. Therefore, he knows 'just 

how much money should be turned over to him by the student bus-

ness managers of the annual and the high school paper. It has 

been found that the student business managers have a certain . 

satisfaction in checking up with the high school financial man-

45. i 



ager, in order to let hilh see that everything is all right. 
There is a socializing effect in all this work. The 

treasurers come into touch with their respective organizations 
on the one hand and with the financial manager on the other. 

When one considers that the amount of money raised each 
year through the different activities, is ·in some high schools 
several thousand dollars, the value of using the above plan is 
seen. 

46. 

Quite often, surplus money is left over in the treasuries 
of the various activities at the end of the school wear. In 
answer to ·the question, what is done with this money, nine or 
82% of the eleven cities replied that it is left in the tre.asul."y 

.of the activity. Two or 18% said that it is placed in a general 
school fund. 

From the above statement it will be readily seen that in 
the majority of the cities mentioned, the surplus money ds 

·le.ft in the treasuries of the various organizations. 
The results of the above questionnaire on the nMethod of 

Financing High School Student Activities" show the following:· 
1. Most of these activities are financed by the members· 

themselves, either by dues or door and gate receipts. Very 
little financial ass:i.stance is received from the board of ed-
ucation. 

2. In the majority of the.eleven cities studied a member 
of the faculty acts as the school treasurer or financial mana~er. 



3. In the majority of the eleven cities studied the sur-
plus money left over in the various student activities at the 
end of the school year, is left in the treasury of the activ-
ity. 

47. 
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