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Foreword

lffThe:folfoﬁing thesis fs‘presented ;s the result of several ooh-i
sidera%ions’whieh have appealed to the Writer. In'the first place,
iﬁ is & fact that histor1ans are prone either to underrate or omit‘
’entirely many of the vital facts respecting the church in general 7
and of the smaller denom1nations in particular, This phase of his- |
‘ tory deserves a sympathetic treatment, inasmuch as it deals with |
somd’of the most funaamental motives of the rece. Moreover, the |
‘_facts regarding some of the gmaller denom1nations are scarcely ac-
cessible tc even the trained historian. The presentation of some
_reaeonably accurate details of the history of the Church of the
Brethren 1n Kansas w111 it is to be hoped, by "setting right" the
_ideas of those who read carefully, prove an effort worth whlle.
Then, too, the denom1nat10n will doubtle s welcome such a state-
ment, sinee the field is &t present'unoccupied Recorde are in -
vplaoes scarce, and W1th the pase1ng of the first -comers the dif--
ficulty of collectlng material end the indifference to origins
'tends to increase. I am led d1rect1y to consider the present sub- .
ject at the suggestion of Professor F. H. Hodder of the Depertment
' of History of the University of Kansa and he hae been my ready
| and sympathetic adviser. ‘ |

Within & few yeareg I hope to treat thls same subject in & more
detailed end exheustive ‘way, which'will be made possible by & fur-
ther and more extensive acqualntance with the sources. ‘

The writer wishes to exprese a word of thanks to the meny who :

have generously helped in variou° Ways in the preparation of this
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CHAPTER I
ORIGIN AND EARLY HISTORY OF THE OHURCH.

| fhe éarly home of the Church of the ﬁéetpren is not to be
foﬁnd in Kanses, or even in the United States, end for thet rea-
Gdn; as wéllvaqrfor'variéué others, it is neoeﬁqary'thatxﬁe teke
& glimpse of the movement in Germany and later note & few of the
feature° of the colonlal h1 tory of the denominatlon, thus afford— 
ing a backgrouna for the present thesis.

"Perhaps". gaye the most noted hletorlan of the denominatlon,
"ho religious séct ie so little understood and so persietently
misrepresented as thé-@huichfof'the,Brethren (formeriy German}
Baptist Brsthren). Their neme, their belief, their history,- all
‘ere unknown to the general ieader and even to the -scholar who
faile to conSult*ultiméte sources. The statements of scholars .
who faithfnlly endeavor to state the truthfare g0 wide the mark(l)k
thet it is necessary to sound a hote of warning." (2) )

They havé been confused with the‘Pietists;-the‘Mennonites,~the',
River Brethren;‘the Amish, end the United Brefhren. Perhaszthe
name hag been in a‘degree\réSponsible for this; and for various .
“‘reasops in 1908, at the Des Moines Conference the legal name of
 fhe church was determined upon’aq the "Church of the Breﬁhren".}
However, the church has been variously designated as that of the
Taufers, Tunkers, Tunkards Dunkardk, and German Baptist Brethren.
“They ghould never be oalled ‘Dunkards', Whlch word is an English -
"'?Ii"iﬂﬁe Fieke in his "Dutch end Guaker Colonies in America" |
Vol. II1.9.349, says: "There are said to be more than 200, 000 in

the United States today". The best informed Brethren never nlace |
the figuree over 100,000. i

(2) Brumbaugh, History of the Brethren, Introd.



vvulgarism with absolutely no meaning." (S)H

| In 1877 Professor Howard Miller of ?ennsylvania wag struck
with the glaring inaccuracies and inconsistencies found in reput-
able works of that day.'Thus he guoted Appleton 8 Cyclopedia-to
the effect that "the Brethren in 1859 had 52 churches and about
8,000 members, gince whioh time there has been little change"
Buck's Theological Dictionary reported "They have in the United
States probably 40 or 50 churches“. Thesge and other statements of
& like character prompted Professor Miller to undertake the com- -
pilation of a pamphlet in 1882, giving statistics relative to the
. his tory of the church. He found the ohuroh had a membership of |
over 54,000, He found great difficulty in gathering data from Lan-
. gag, and for thet reason his estimate of 2,358 members is po:siblyd
/not accurate. (4) |
: The story of the origin of the Church of the Brethren has been '
80 interestingly told by Brumbaugh, (5) Kurtz (6) and others that |
Ivgive but a few facts; The Pietistio movement in Germany is the
,background of the beginning of the church, Many Pietists were
driven by perseoutionhSchwarzenau, where they deoided to separate;
from the state church. Schwar;enau is a village in the province

of Wittgenstein in Fesse Cassel, and the year 1708 is the eVer
memorable date when Alexander Mack and seven others, after bap-
tismlin the Eder, organized what were then known ag "Die Taufer"
(from the German verb taufen)— They‘had all been members of‘Prot-~

sstant churches such ag the Lutheran and Presbyterian. There were

five men and three women. ‘ .
(3) Brumbaugh, History of the Brethren, Introd.
(4) Howard Miller, Record of the Faithful, p. 66.
(b) History of the Brethren; Bicentennial Address. (1908)
(6) Brethren Family Almanao, 1911, p. Rl.



The chureh grew and peraecution followed. Lack ‘and others fled
to Frieslamd but after nine years stay they turned their thoughts
to Eennsylvania.»July 7,ﬁl729 theydsaiied from Rotterdem in the
shipiAilen, Jamesg Craigie,gﬁaeter,'for tneﬁQuaker colony._One hunﬁ
dred eix members lended Sept. 15 at Philadelphia, and those wno’p :
- were qualified made deelaration of allegiance to the crown of
 Great Britain.. . , l | |

‘ Germantown is the mother congregation in Ameriea. Several other']
congregations were established in eolonial times and had & varied
history. A qchlem occured when the Ephrata Society (about 1740)
d,‘turned;to the monaatic 1ife. (7) But the church grew in numbers

~and influence a‘nd made itself felt in relationeto colonial affairs.

Several names etand out above othera as. we read their interest~7;
}ing history. Chief is perhane that of Chriatopher Sower to whom
belongs "the honor of having transplanted German printing to Amer-
’,ica".(G) Born in Westphalia in 1695 he early breathed the atmoe—d':’
phere of the land of the pious religioue refugees. He was educatedf;
at Erfurt and Marburg. He came to America in 1724 and after being t
'unsettled for a time, located in Germantcwn, where in 1738 he be- |

‘~gan buS1ne g as s printer. HIS German almanac was read from New

. York to Georgia. He also puhllshed a hymn-book, & German Bible .

(the first in a European tongue printed in America), and Der Hoch— L
'i.Deutsch Penneylvanieche Geschicht- Sehreiber, the last e Widely |
) read paper with a eubeeription 1ist of 4000. It was published une
t11 the Revolution.

-~ His eon, also named Christopher Sower, was born near Marburg

. in 1721, came to Amerlca with his parente, and became a pupil of"
(7) The des crintion given in chanter IV of Figher's making of

Pa, applies to the Ephrate enthusiszsts and not to the Brethren..‘
(8) Brumbaugh, History of the Brethren, p. 338,



Chrietopher Dock & le&rneé hennonlte. In 1770 Sower wae priv-

' ileged to publlsh with én introduction of his own, the first

\ book on education printea in America,- the work of his ola teach-

er, Dock. Sower became & blShOp, and by conaucting a 1arga printing

’establishment and by compounding drugs he amassed a fortune. He 5

. was known among. the poor of Germantown as "The Bread Fafher" His A

patronage of eauoation.will be noted elsewhere.‘ |
Peter Becker wag the "first American preacher" of the Brethren.‘

Born 1687 at Dilleheim he came to Germantown in 1719 with the firet

1mmigrants. ?hile blShOp in Cermantown he had to combat the Ephra-

'f»ta movement ‘He wes the most gifted singer in the colonial church i

" 9nd several of his hymns are extant.

Several other sketohes mlght be presented "but the foregoing

, will show the type of leader° found in the early church. No better

aocount of the early period 1e to be hed than Dr. Brumbaugl's schol-

'arly "Hlstory of the Brethren"; from which I have, by hie kind per-

m1581on, drawn the facte just preeented and to which I refer the'

“~‘reader for details.



CH'A P T ER“IJ:;
BELIE 7FS, DOCTRINEQ AND GDNDRAL msmmumoms.

 A few uﬁique and not generally known fects ghould be nofed re—v 
'garding the Brethren.'Some have.regardea them as eppoced'to all - ‘
’ progress and as being what George Eliot would term "otherworlaly"
It would of course be unpardonable boaetlng %o say that the Church
haS'been ahead offthe timee“, buﬁ let 8 few statements suffice:to, 
ghow the general aggr6851vene°s of the body.
| Robert Reikeq hes ueually been considered the founder of the
j“Sunaay School movement. The date aesignea is 1780 But the Breth-
v\ren have an 1ntereeting bit of histdry before thi Se To quote
 ‘Brumbaugh "As early as 1748 Luﬁw1g Hoecker ‘who had formerly
' been a member of the Brethren at Germantown, wee made schoolmaqter
of “the Ephrata Society. He at once organized a Sabbath School, end
f‘malntalned 1t fully thirty years before Robert Reikes founded his ﬂ’
| first Sunday »ehool. -- Thle wag without doubt the beginning of
'l;uabbath Schools, and had ite inceptlon in the "gyoung people's Sun-
Atday afternoon meetlng“ of the German Baptist Brethren of Germen- V
‘ town. - Were all the feete clearly ehown it 1is fair to assert
_’that Sunday Schools, under the name of Young People s Meetinge date
to the very inceptlon of the Brethren ohurch. (1)

From the very firet of her exictence (1709) the church has al-
. waye stood éalterably onpoeed to qlavery. In 1782 the Annual Neet—

- ing ruled'ry ncernlng the unchristian negro trade, it hae been con-

--——--————-\

(1) Hietory of the Brethren, Do 464.

\
-



‘a‘meﬁber Should or oould'purchese‘uegroes orvkeep them as_s1av-
es".(2) In 1812 the Ammuel Meeting took the first step toward

the abolition of slavery.'The determiued stand of the church was
emphasized by reaffirmation in 1815 1857 1846 and 1853, In 1797 :
the Annual Meeting,held at Blaokwater, VE., deolded that “No broth-
er or sister shall have negroes a8 slaves, and in case a brother‘or
~ sister hes such, he for she) hss to sef‘them free".dlh 1854 the
1wording‘was-as follows "Uhder'no'circumsfances/osn_slaver& be ad~-
mitted into the church", ” R

' The practise of. the church has been consistent with her profes-'

- sion. The senior Christopher Sower, after his emigration to Amer-

“ica, 1724 wag much abused because of his antl-slavery utterances.
jSaid he: QMay God be meroiful to our country before its measure of
.‘;inlquity is full and the vials of Hie wrath are poured out upon |
‘1t" (3) In the early decades of the 1ast oentury B, F. Moomew of
efvirginia refused‘to receive his paternal inheritanoe,in slaves,\
‘[but took,money instead, generously'donatihg‘the”same to therAfrier
Q’dcan‘Colonization.Sooiety.(4) Bishopddohu,Kdine of Virgiria;,one}of,
* the greatest of the ante-bellum Conference moderafors,)paid theﬁ
.prioe of h1s pronounced anti slavery sentiments by falling at the
:hands of assassins as. he was going peaeefully about his ueual busiQ
'\ness (5) | | | |
The Brethren early made a stand against intemperanoe and with o
new 11ght on the drink evil they have been in the van.of the Pr04
. hibition host. The temperanoe work of the ohuroh is. in the hands
" of a oomm1ttee appointed by the Conferenoe, and a vigorous propa- 
--“(éi-aouference Classified NMinutes. Sl
(3) Brumbaugh, History of the Brethrenm, De 420,

(4) Miller and Royer Some Who Led age 91.
(5) 1b1d, p. 46, i



‘ganda is ‘in progress for nation wide prohibition. It is & campaign '
:for education and "voting on the right side". Oct. 18, 1915 the
District of Northeastern Kansas, in Conference assembled, set e-vd
‘part Oct. 51 ag & day of sPeciel prayer for the sucoess of the ;
‘issue ior prohibition in the state of Ohio. (6) In 1914 the South—
'western Distriot spent $475 for a temperance campaign. The same: |
yeer it petitioned Congress to pass. the pill for Prohibition which
was then-up for consideration.(7) InlelzeDean H. J.‘Hernly of
McPherson Coliege ran on the Prohibition ticket for Congressman
from the Eighth District and in 1914 for Governor of Kansas on the
isame ticket.‘~ | L

As a body the Brethren have been on record since 1817 as oppos-l
ed to the use of tobacco. In that yeer the snnual Meeting decided
,ithat no person using tobacco should an office in the church. In E‘i,

“1822 1t was declared a “shemefully bad habit". In 1827 members wezc

B forbidden to raise tobacco. Subsequent decisions in 1880 and 1881.

. reaffirmed the above rulings (8) Within more recent yeers as the
{older leaders have criticised certain liberal tendencies in the
,,church the younger generation have insisted more‘loudly on applye;;
Ving the Conference rules more rigidly. In 1914 it was reported
that there were only about 83 tobacco users in Southwestern Kan— i
sas in & membership of 1591.(9) o person mey be installed in
the ministry who is a tobacco user, dealer or raiser, nor may he

‘gerve as delegate to District or Annual Conference.

The story of the traditional aversion of the Brefhren to war

‘and their sufferings for consoience' sake in behalf of thie prin-

ciple of non-resistamce is an 1nstructive and heroic recital. It “

S v an T w2 o

(6) Report, p. 16.‘ ,

(7) s. w. Report.~

(8; G. M,,Apr., 27,1886,

(9) Diet. Conf. Report.~
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‘is very similar to that cf cther non-resistant bodies and few de~

teils need detaim us here. In the American Revolution they'were
charged with being Loyalists which was altogether & false char-
i?ge (10) During the struggle, Christopher Sower, Jr., & bishop in -
ni‘the church and the owner of a fine printing establishment in Ger-
mantown Pa., lcst his business his houses, end his lands, This ,
was a greet misfortune and gave a decided backset to the church
for during 8 period of seventy years there was no printing press
lhin the denomination. This resulted in a loss of interest in Sun—:2
vday Schools and education, and necessitated anew gtart"for the )
church (ll) No wonder the Brethren developed further their hatred
v~of war.,'_ L ’  ‘
In the War of the Rebellion there was considerable persecution.
SJBishop Andrew Hutchison, the‘“Walking Bible“, later of Kensas, waetﬁ
~on the point of being shot when a friendly colonel forbade the \:t;
,;;carrying into effect of an order of one his subordinates. Hutch- :
:fison refused to do service both because of a physioal infirmity
"jand because of his cons cientious scruplesa Many of the Brethren
rtigfwere required to furnish substitutes or £ind some wealthy friend
ihfto forfeit a nemed ‘sum of money. It is understood that in certain R
‘?places the churohes tock concerted meegures to pay for their mem=~ -
’rbers Who happened tc be drafted Some Brethren felt free to do ser-
\]v1ce in the hospitals and thus esoeped a fine. The Gonfederaue
I;Congress mede speeial arrangements Whereby the Brethren night pur~
vchase exemption from military serVice.l
The present egitsticn for preperednes= heg given occasion for
8 reaffirmation of the time—honored position. The Peace Committee

-—--—-——-—-—-—

- (10) Brumbaugh, Pistory of +the Brethren, D. 498
(ll) Breth. Almanac 1908 p.'ll.



r'of the church made a pointed remonetrence, many 1ocal ocngrega-
j tione voiced their dieapproval, and the Dietrict Conference of.
‘Q Southweetern\Kaneae of 1915 eont in vigorous resolutions of pro-
""test both to Congreee and 'L'he rreeiaent of the United States.(12)
" e&ether extended aocount of the peace etand of the Brethren ig
4 preeented in a book by Hays and Sanger, entitled"ﬁhe Olive Eranoh"e
Thie book is publiehed by ﬁhe Brethren Eubliehing House. Elgin Ill.‘
It is only as a laet resource that the Brethren go to law. The
principle 1eid down in the lBth. chapter of Natthew hae always |
. ’been regarded as a fnndomental principle in eettling differences.
| In fact, anyhody entering into ohuroh fellowship is always requir-
ved to eseent to the method there prescribed Local oongregatione ‘
mey, when all other means fail, euffer a member to take hie griev-i
‘ance to the courts. Naturally, the profeseion of the law haee not
been encouraged although eome members have followed and are fol-
’1oW1ng that calling. At the Annual Conference et Hershey, Pa., in
}June 1915 Gov. Brumbaugh oommended hlS brethren for their: long and
fdoonsietent record as non-litigants, end advised a continuance of “
lithe same polioy.,It ig releted of BishOp Peter heyser (1766-1849) ,
cfa Wholeeale lumber merohant of Philadelphia, that in hie extensive
hbuS1neee he never ‘gued & pereon nor wae he ‘himself sued. (15)
To many people the church is best kmown beoauee of ite strenu~f 
,joue protest against the inroads of faehion and high living in gen—'
;eral. ‘The simple life is ingrained into the life of the people. In‘f
?thie they have adhered to the primitive Queker ideal. The church
‘.has mainteined a remarkable unlty in belief regerding this prin-

- {12) Renort of Dist Conf. - e
- (13) Brumbaugh Hist. of the Breth., p. 511.



;*10—,] '

5;ciple,fthough from time to time & Quéstion is reised ae to thé
‘best method of applying the principle.' o o |
| The moet characteristic gathering of the ganeral body of the
‘church is the layge gatherihg‘whlch haevbeen guccessively called  f
the Great Meeting, Yeéfly'Meéting, Annual-Meeting{ end Annual Cdn-
Perence. This institution, according to Brumbaugh,wdafes back to
1742, For some time previous to ﬁhat the Brethren had mef with dth4 
- er denominations in their aeliberatibns{ buﬁ‘fiﬁally dissenting
 with‘a conferende Whiéh‘meﬁ unaer Count Zinzendorf, tﬁey thereaf—
 ter met geparately. From year to year the Conference has increased
in magnituﬁe go that at the Hershey Conference (1915) there were
- eetimated to be 30, OOO people on the grounds on one certain day.»“
Beginning with 1778 there are minutes preeerved of the various
Annual Meetings but with many omiSQion Se Originally the Confer— »
:ence wag pogitive in its methods. It Was Wont to deliver the doc~“
‘trine of the ohurch, esgpecially that of bapﬁism. It was prospect-
 ive rether than retroapeotive. At & 1ater period it became repress-
' ,ive. This feature wae rather prom1nent until of late years.
: The purpoge of the gathering has always been the same, ‘viz., to
’ prevent the inroade of congregationalism and to provide by united
‘effort for the 1arger aggressive meagures of the churoh. This lat-'
ter purnose is increasingly large. ‘The legislative element has nev-
 er been eliminated, though\there is more and more & diSposition to
return papers which havé to*do with purelybloeal matters, From time
~ to time a Confereﬁoa pronoﬂnces upon‘soma Wéighty matter»of doé-
;trine, or rather the application of the doctrine. Methode of church

work and details of dlscipline oall forth many and 1nsmetent quer— "

’ ieso
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The prectical ﬁemooratic tendencies'of thevBrethren appeer in '
the Conference organization and proceduregxmhe voting power is ves-
ted in delegates electeﬁity locel ohurchee.emheee delegatee;meylbe‘
ministers or leymen, Women tiay £it esAdelegetes. Anybody, regera-“
.lese of whether he is a delegete ‘mey speak on eny queetion, but
voting is res»rieted to delegates. The delegatee are required to'
‘be consistent and orthodox communicante. No person may serve twice’
in euoceseion;‘mo‘ueer, raiser, or seller of tobacco may serve, nor
may one who weare jeﬁelry. . |

‘The Stending Committee ie composed of one elder from eaoh dis-
trict (two from the more populoue distriots), gsuch being elected
at their respective District Conferences.'This committee'meets
privately previous to the sessions of the Conference proper and |
“paceces in a preliminary way upon all papers and queries o0 be pre-
gented to the delegate body. A tentative angwer 1is made which wey
be accepted or rejected in open Conference., All appointmente to |
boards or oommit ee8 of the church are made by this body of about
fifty men, though afterwards approved by the Conference. mhe Stend-
ing Committee aoee not have ag absolute power as may be imagined,
however, for Conference always feels perfectly free to frame ite
own policieg even if over the head of its'chief committee. The of-
ficers of the Conference,~ Loderetor Reading Clerk, and Writing
Clerk sre elected by the Stending Committee. v

- The Conference has been a mighty force in the unifioation of
the church, aﬁd it hae aemonstrated its‘usefulness in & body g0
demoeratic s are the Brethren. In 1869 it was decided that Con-
ference is . of higher authority than any local ohurch. (14)

e S S Wee - S

(14) Claseifled hinutee, 1869.



1se
~ F¥o doubt it was one of the thinga which hela the churoh together
during the War of the Rebellion. Though there were many members e
living in Vlrginia and Tennessee Conference wag never interrupted.
.In hay 1861 it was held in Rockingham County, Va.; in June 1862 in
ontgomrgy County, Ohio, in Mey 1863 in Blair County, Pa., in May

1864 in Hagerstown, Ind., in June 1865 at Franklin Grove, Il1.
Bishop John Yline made hie way thru the Confederate lines 1n Vir- ,
ginia in 1863 to come $0 Hagreetown, Ind. (15) | |

In 1865 Oonferenoe decided that ministerl who favored the re-
, bel;;on could,not be‘oonsiderea orthodox, and were not to be re-
tained in thenohurch;lSpeakiné evil of Pres. Lincoln laid one 1i-
* able to church disoipline. The term "President of the United Stat-
ean wag later substituted for "Pregident Lincoln". (16) |

The Annual Conferenoe has been held three times in kansas,~1885
‘1887 oand 1896, and a brief account of these events will be given
later inasmuch as they have an 1mportant bearing on the immigra-
tion to Kansas. | |

The charaoteristio gathering of the ohurch dletrict ie the Dis—
trict Oonferenoe. In e&ch of the four districts of Kansas it is
held annualla usually in October, In authority thie oonference is‘
next higher than that of the local church. It is the oonneoting
link between the congregatlon and the Annual Conferenoe. It hae no
| permanent location but convenes at euch churoh &8 may call for it
thie however, being deoided ‘upon at one of the Conference see-r'

SlOIlS.

Ae is the case iﬁ'theklocal'congregation the Distriet Confer- -

ence is a demooratic pody. anh congregation in the district sends
(15) Miller and Royer, Some Who Led, p. 46,
(16) Classified Minutes, 1865,
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7jfone or two delegates, depending upon the size of its membership.

ifiﬂo person can serve two years in suoceseion. Women may gerve as
1:well a8 men; though there is no record of a woman' s holding an - of-
ioficial position in the Gonference nr0per. No one can serve a8 del-ii
egete who ie not thoroughly in accord With the beliefs and prac—'
'“tises of the church. In the deliberations of the Conference any-
7”.one may speek but only delegetes heve voting power. Matters thet
T’.krequire the action of the church as a district ere brought up in
"the shepe of petitions, technically celled "papers" or "queries" ,
.”All metters thns presented and all appointments of committees, etc..
"fare first passed upon in.the eldere meeting, held usually & day
:r:before the reel session begins. f‘ | \

Sometimes a peper is of sufficient 1mportance to require the
],thought of the whole brotherhood in which case the locel congre- -
:oogation asks District Conference to send the paper on to Annuel
‘5‘00nference. If it has eny merit the District meeting usually ap—
V}dplies the formula "Pessed to Annuel Conferenceﬁ. If a point is
.iraised Which the Conference feels admite of solntion without the .
'Qtneceseity of outside interference. or one which for prudential
“;reasons ought not to be diScussed it simply answers “Respectfully
’r‘returned"' ﬁﬁtudy of the papers that have been before the Confer~-
l'“ence of Kanses reveals e noticeable change with the passing yeers.
?;Formerly the most of them had to ‘do with questions of discipline‘
"hend interpretation of church doctrines but of 1ete the problems o
i of edministration ere demanding more and more attention.
Thefvarious progreme in connection with Dietrict Conference us-r
‘"uell& tekee four days. Here, too we note a marveloue growth in i

gtthe 1ast generation. In addition to the quondam ministeriel Sun-

n;day School, and conference prOgrams there are now missionery, edn-"



cationel, young peoples', temperance, peace, fathers' and-sone'
and mothers' and daughtere' programs. Thue the work has grown. and
the four daye are crowded to the limit, }V‘ '
From aveilable aata iﬁ appears thet the first pistrict Confer-
ence of Kansas occurred;about Eastef Sunaay'1867..Arrangements- .
were appa;ently not widely pnblished, for the editor of the Chris-
tien Family Companion in meking the announcement remarked theﬁ he
presumeéd the'meeting would be held in Douglas County, Kanses. (17)

The whole of Kansas and Western Nissouri were included in the dis-

o

- triet .

The editor was right in_hiS'surmise, fcr the'Conference conven-
ed April 24 at the Washington Creek church sbout 18 miles south-
west from Zawrence.(ls) No details are found regarding the delib-.
erations of the meeting. - -

In 1868 the Conference met nesar Bmporia in Lyon County, April 12,
That of 1869 met April 16 and 17 at Plattsburg, ¥oe Eleven chur-- |
cheg were reported either by delegetes or by letter and the nam- -
es of the delegatee are preeerved.(lé) Christian Heller was lod-
erator, and Isaac Hersey Clerk of the meeting. The Conference of
‘-1870 was held April 16 in the 0zawk1e church in Jefferson Coun-
ty.(20) | N

Since that time little is to be gained by a statement of the
| different places et which Conference met. Kaneas was redistricted
and at the present time there are four district conferences.

Let us enter a Brethren serviee of a generation ego. One of

the most conspicuous "absences" in ‘the "meetinghouse" (ae they

(17) Volume 1867.

(18) Gospel Visitor, July 1867.

(19) Christien Family Companion, 1869.
(20) GOQpel Vigitor, 1870.



 called it)‘is that of a musicai instrument. It was held that an
instrument would reeult in the disuse of congregational ginging,
and that it would militate againet the simplicity of the services.‘
Hence, congregational singing'wae the rule. f
In the times we deecribe, the families often sat togethef ‘and x
in some places the men occupied one ‘gide of the house and the wom-
en the other. This latter custom, however, never thrived in Kaneae.c
The ministers set in order of seniority along with the elder in
charge on a long bench behind the pulpit table._Often there wae no
raised platform for the pulpit. The,front‘rcw‘of geats, which we
sometimes hear called the "bald-headed roe“?wae occupiec by the dea-
cons, wholusually were most eligible to nod assent or\sey "amen"
during the sermcn; It wae from this descons' row that the future
preachers were to be elected; | ) | |
~The opening hymn‘was selected by the’elder, the chorister, or
by snybody in the audience 1f liberty was given for eelection. Fav-
orite Opening hymme were. "o How happy are they who their savior
.Obey“,"Sweet Hour of Prayer“ "I love Thy Kingdom, Lord"‘ "From
'every stormy'wina thet blowe™, "How firm a foundation" \"Lord,'how:;
delightful 'tis to see" and others cf that character. - |
Kneeling in prayer was the universal cuetom. The elder, a deaconﬂ
- or one of the laity might lead in prayer. It ‘wag not uncommon for
a wcman to do so ., The Lord's Prayer was alweys used at the conu
clueion, being prayed by the one who fire¥ led or by anybody else
~ who felt moved. A fervent "amen" from the congregation marked its
close. , _ K o | |
Often 1t was not known who was to do the preaching until the

" gervices were wellrunder way. Affer the 0pening‘prayer the minis-
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‘vters‘were”to'he seen deliberatingvemong'themseltes. the elder ex-
tending the liberty by 8 1ook or nod to each of his eo-laborers.
rThere wag no hurrying. Finally & minister signified hise willing-,’
nese by rising and advancing to the stand. Sometimes there were 8= -
pologies and. gometimes there were not. There was always 3 text. The
introduotion was not long. It was the manner of the Brethren to |
“Jump right into the suhjeot“. The regulation length of the sermon
was oneshour, esPecielly with & preotioal gpesker. Often; partice ;
ulerly if ‘the speaker had not exhansted”his'time, one or even two‘
of the ministers present added some remarks to reenforce the lesson
of the hour or to bear testimony to the truthfulness of ‘the message.
The suhjeot matter of sermons wag varied, but the note of doc-
trinal. teaching was always prominent Indoctrination was the strongm
hold of many of the best preachers of the day. And the results ap-
peered in a generation of men and women Who knem the Bible. Scrip—
tural quotations were liberelly sandwiched thruout every germon.
Bishop John Forney was known as the"WEIRing Bible" Bishop Andrew -
Hutchison is remembered today by the;same name, and is a marked‘men
wherever he goes because he uses’no Bible, heving emptied its oonéc\
3 tents into his head. S 7‘ | " | | |
| The closing devotions were conducted as were those at the open~v
1ng. The hymn wasg selected with referenoe 0 the teaching of the< .
ieermon. Announcements followed. These were necesserily brief, ag
there were prectically no auxilaries to the church except the Sun-

day School. There wee no benediction; the minister simply dismissed
the sudience “in the fear of the Lord"
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' CEAPTER IIL
.,Anﬁnrmf Irro KANSAS.

From the Keystone state the Brethren spread out into the states
~'of Maryland Virginia and Tenneseee. Croseing the mountaine meny

later settleé in Ohio. In 1822 ‘Annueal’ Conferenoe was held at Can--
ton, Ohio,-evidence that considerable numbers of members were in
the state. The tide of emigration led next to Indisne, Illinois, -

Iowa and Missouri. It wae generally motive° of bettering personal

conditione which 1ed the Brethren along With many others to come
frpm all the states_named to the.plalne_of Kansas, After the pio- _

neers were once here the aﬂditipna1 motives of joining relatives

and of establishing churches are apparent. This brief survey must -

be contenf'with this generé1 etaterentkof motives, aithough at
times othere will be manifest.v

The early Brethren who came‘to Kansas did not hide their lamps
under a bushel. They'were quick to tell the Brotherhood at large _
of what they had found While the published accounts are few there
is evidence that they Wrote frequent lettnrs to frlends and rel-
‘atives in the Bast eetting forth the merits of Fansas Territory.
‘Theee appeals, it is easy to imagine, fell on Wllling -and eager
eare. though it is said of one Eastern friend that he held the

Weet in abhorrence alleging that "the 'Great Americen Desert' wag ﬂ

made for the huffalo and Indian, that God never intended it for

oivilized man, and that those of our peoyle Who are trying to set-

‘tle the country must euffer for attempting to 1nterfere with the
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purposes of God (13
I quote in its entirety the first bit of church correspondencef
which I find in the church organ from the Kaneae members., It was;
written Dec. 30, 1856 by Jacob Ulrich, and is typical of the cor-.}
respondence of the times. 4
"There are but few membere’heie, and only one laborer'inothe
Worﬁ He holds meeting every four weeks in rotation. His naeme is
Gabriel Jacobs. We now live on Cottonwood, 20 mllee gsouth of Coun-
.¢il Grove; but we intend God willing, by the flrst of March to -
move 8 miles south of Lawrence, %0 8 plaoe oalled Hickory Point,
near the Santa Fe road. | ' .
This ig a pleaeant and fertile country, the climate mild and
good for a prairie country, and it is hoped thet peaoe, one of the
greetest>comf0rts and bleesings of this world, is once more reeto?—
ed in Kaneas thie ig the general belief here." (2) |
Prior to the Civil Wer there are, occeeional accounts of the num-
bers of scattered membere in the state. All ere in the Eestern or
Fofthern part. Ih'1859 9 members‘are”reported near Plymouth, Breck-
enridge County, 1@ miles Weet of Emporia. V. H. (meny communica-~ .
tione were signed merely with the initials) is responsible for the‘
statement that as far as he knows there are four preachere in the .
state, two of them being in Breckenridge Oounty and two in Douglas
County, that there are twenty or twenty—five members in the last
named county and a dozen perhaps in Leavenworth County. (3)
Conditions in 1860 are best described by extracts from a letter
written by Jacob Ulrich of Lawrence. The date is Sept. 15, and. he
says: "Ve have had no rain to moisten the ground over 4 1nches for

- W . o

(1) J. H. Noore, G. M., June 12, 1897.
(2) G6.V.,1857, p. 94.
(3) G V., Aug. 21, 1859,
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one‘yeér. Soﬁetime thie week we had ohe~shower. In Feb. we hed one;
in lay another;‘in Aug. perhaps 3 of 4 smaller showers merely to
start the ea#es to d:op; @e had no snow to cover the ground last
winter. Thus from the Kenas-River %o the South line of Fanees and
as much furthef &8 we have heard from, the drouth is severe. On the
border of thé‘Missouri River at one point'thére”is some corn. The‘k
balance of tﬁe territory is & failure.'Wheat has heretofore yield-f
ed.productively; this year fhe 20th. bushel sbwn‘is'not harvected.
The winds blew from*the'South regularly thru July and Auguat ahd
some days were too hot for any human being to bé out. --- There are
perhaps 40 or EO‘Brethren femilies in Kansas} Some have funds tov
buy‘with until harvest, othérs are out of funds now. --- There hes
beenvwheat sent fiom Wayne‘Counfy.’Indiana, but the freight and |
commission are $2,00 per 100‘Weight,“&nd(in.some cager more, which
is near what the price.éf wheat ig in Keneag City. --- I think I
ney say that one—fonfth of the land in Kensas is under mortgages
to Tastern speculators, end these mortgages will be due next Spring1
" snd to purchase the land ét & low price WOuld be doing the preéent"
owners a favof and prevent it from falling into the hands of sﬁec-
uletors. The watet in Kansas ig very low. But each nelghborhood hae
plenty for house uce."

The editor of the GOSpel Visiter in eommenting upon the letter

suggests that the needy in stricken Xansasg thru their church or-
ganizatlone appoint committees to receive end dietribute aid. No
doubt it was at this suggest1on that the Washington Creek congre~
gation, southwest from Lawrence, euthorized elder Abraham Rothrock
to sollcit ald and published in the church organ & gtetement of the‘
‘fgct prqperly 81gne§ by the officials, Elder Rothrock 1eft home |

v
Y



"20"- .

Oct.’9 1860 to solicit donationsv not merely for hie own denomin-
ation but for deserving neighborq ag well. The deteils of his trip
.are not at hand, but his itinerary 1noluded the churches of Illin—
oi , Indieansa, Ohlo, and Pennsylvania. Fe went 8 fa; ae ?hilaael-t
nhia. He remarked that he found people Willing to contalbute far
beyond his exvectations. Returnlng by the way of Pittsburg and St
Louie he arr1ve6 home Dec. 305 , |

This trip of Abraham Rothreck»together with the appeals of the
editor of the Gospel Visiter and‘personal appeals'of the Suffering 
brought a‘ieady reEgponee fiom the East. The same paper (4)\which .

gives the eccount of Rothroek's‘trip‘also reﬁorts a,gift°of $216.74
| from the Tuscarawas church Ohio to Jacob Ulrich in behalf of the '
needy near Lawrence. By the February iﬁsue of the paper the amount‘
- of the fund for Western relief had,mounted to,$300. This money wae
sent to Editor‘Kurtz end sent by him to Keneas. In Kerch 1861 report
show that %750 had been expeﬁdeﬁ. "I heer", says Jacob Ulrich;'Jen.
21,1861,(5) "that g few dayevsinee & women and three children hed
to suffer death from went ofﬂbread, some 40 miles from here (Leaw-
rence) qeuth on Pottawatomie Creek. ”he church meets frequently
and makes all the errangements- poselble Por relieving the moet die-
tresqed "

The Bretnren in the Fest were moved to. 1nvestigate conditions in;
Fangses by gsending representative men along with their donations. In;
the snring of 1861 David Frantz and William Gibson of Cerro Gordo,
I1l. were sent by thelr loceal congregatlon to take gra1n gseed to
Laneas. They took 600 buehel of corn, wheat, oate, end potatoes,'
and also 300 nounds of garden seed of all k1nds collected by the

e e any Wt

(4) G, V.7;1861, p. 92 ff.
- (B) G, V. Jen, 1861,



ﬁomen. Early in April they reacnea Lawrenee, but seemingly left
only 13 bushels of their cergo. ?here the rest wa° distributed doee
not appear, but the same dey they arrived there were four two horse
wagons loaded with wheat and corn which came from another direction.l«
In less than fcur daye all this was gone and more wanted There wae
great demend for spring seeds. (6) | | L
It appears that Frantz. ana Gibson were ‘also snying out the 1and

a8 & perible miseion field for while in Kansaq they held fifteenf
meetings.--eall well attended, and_reported_favo;ably on missionaxy
oroeoects. (7) | ’}ll’ : z",;l | _‘ iv‘

The most dietinguiehed of the delegates sent to vieit the Kansae
sufferers was Bighop Henry Kurtz of Ohio, editor of the Gospel Vis-
iter. May 14, 1861 he iseued hlS “laet @ppeal“ thru his monthly pa-
per. May 9 at a church council in middle Pennsylvania after present-
ing the eufferinge of the Kanses people and eecuring a promise of :
aid he announced his intention to go in person to Kansas. An offer-
ing put #30 into hie hands at once. May 24 he wrote home from Law-
rence telling of his ezperiences. He reported fine prospeets for
crope and said he found little abeolute want or distress. (8) The o
crigis was now paseed. | i :“» ‘\ i |

July 15, 1861 Christian Shank rendered an aocount of his steward-
ghip ag clerk of the distributing committee in Douglas Oounty. Most
of the produce thet came was ehipped from Illinois,u-- four ehip-
ments in all. Money wag gent Prom meny- placee the total being ogSQO
- Only about a quarter of this wae reported in the Goepel Visiﬁer. ,
VAbraham Rothrook is creaited With hening collected $500 during the,
winter of 1860-61. Illinois led in, affording aid followed by Indi-

- - o -

(6) 6. V. Apr, 1861, .
(8) a¢. v. {861, R L



ana and Ohio. (9)

During the Civil War the Brethren ‘were called upon to secrifice [
for their stand for peace, although Kansas saw but little of the f'
teeting. There Were but few members in the State and the nubliehed
aceounte are meager. Under date of. Dec. 12, 1851 Jacob Ulrich of s
, Lawrence writee "Kaneaq is so far undieturbed excepting a few emall
\outbreaks committed by the rebele on the Eastern state line. Our la-
boring brethren (ministere) in Mo, had all to flee br. ¥m, Gish |
hed to come %o us, and had lived a while in Kenges but is now moved;
North. Br. Jacob Kaub with _much trouble and distress. got his fam- t
'Aily here, tho the best of his team had been teken from him, and his
gon wasg badly hurt but hae recovered again." |

‘VBr. Joeenh Renney and Br. John Firestone oame to ny houee on 1aet
- Sat., the 1atter being robbed of his wagon and part of his team,
had te 1eave all hie preperty and some of his femily behind; his
Vwife has now gone back and will try to bring the children cloth-‘?
ing, and bedding. Their crop 1is taken and destroyed Theee breth--
ren report thet 7 ccnservative Union men were killed near the Ken- -
sas line as they‘eame*(froﬁ"Misseuri.) By’laet account there were
b‘yet 5 familiee of Brethren in Mieeouri who have to make their es- .
eape from a merciless rabble. Thus it is our deetiny to experiencexi
how those doub1e~tongued men, calling themeelvee Gospel preachers,
appeared 80 friendly, and go smoothly invited our brethren to their:
vulpits, and the brethren sometimes obeyed to the annoyanee of some‘j
. of their members.,Now these same tongues want us all to take up arms
and follew them %o the field of battle, and (say they) "if you do |
"not you are our enemies, and as such we will treat you" -~—- The a-‘
- bove was written to Biehop Henry Kurtz, editor of the Gosnel Vieitez

- o S 20

(10) &. V. 1861,




From this account'there is & comparatiteesilence until the
Quantrill raia on Lawrence Aug. 21, 1863. The Maroh 1864 issue
of the Gospel Visiter contains a brief account of the shooting of
Elder Ahreham Rothrock the ,founder of the first Brethren church in
the state. "C. S." hes this to say: “I believe I did not write to
you in my last that br. A, Rothrock in the Lawrence "Quantrell“ |
Raid, besides the burning of his house and most all in 1%, was elso
ghot, and supnosed to be dead but when he was by the sister and B
daughters dragged away 80 that the burning house should not fall on
him, gave signs of life, and by tender nurslng recovered again, but
perhape & cripple for life. Two shots took effect in his neck, snd
nassing thru 1njured & leader so that he has loet any use of his
left arm now,,and hesiees suffering much pain hag not much pros-
pect of it ever getting well again." " '

Elder Rothrock never fully recovered from his wound, and died
near Lawrence in 1870. , |

One of the wealthiest of the Brethren‘in,Ksnses inithe earlier
times wag John C. Metsker of’Marion township, Douglas County¢ .S ng.-
'tlve of Indiana he came to Kensas in September 1859 and settled 14
miles southwest from Lawrence. At one time he owned 2100 &cres of t
Douglas County land. The Quantrell raiders had given out the infor-
mation that they purposed to lay hold of Mr, Metsker, but thus
warned he took to the woods with his family. The raiders however,’

being drunk, took & different road out of Lawrence and headed off

toward Eudore.



CHAPTER IV
EARLY IMMIGRATION AND "GRASSHOPPER YEAR".

There was 1i£tle.in the way of maferialrinduéementé in
Kansas to attract the Brethren before the Civil War, and indeed
for several years after that conflict. Southeasﬁerh Kanéés apa o
pears to have been the Canaan, and Enoch Eby writing in April i}
1869 says that in all his travels (and he had travelled extens-
qively) he has found no better place for a strong church settle-
ment,thankln Bourbon County.A'Comlng;fgom such an influential
man this statement doubtless‘had"a prbnbunced éffadt,‘ As. a
peopie thé Bfethrpn_have always placgd great confidence in |
their leaders, and the recoéds\from‘1870 on show that‘with a few
‘exceptions the<1eadiﬁg men>wer¢ ardent believeréAin’coloniéaa
tidn.' | v
| From time to timé‘dne finds suéh_qommuniéations as the
- following in the Gospel Visitor== |
| - "To the Brethren in the West.--Ne prov1dentia1 1nterfe*~ 
enée,_I expect to visit’Iowa, Kansas, and Mlssourl sometlme in
October. I will sfop in'Harrisbn County, Iowﬁ, first, and from

there go to Kansas and back thru Missouri. T think of 1ocating
in the W@st," etc. 7 | ;
| Dahiel‘Smith,‘Hagefstbwﬁ, Ind.
.,Unti1'1878 iﬁmigration was‘mdre or less sporadic;‘The rec=- |
2 ords before that year are very scant and of a general character;v_]
: Occa31ona11y a brief note in the church papers 1nd1cates the

k‘locatlon of some few scattered members. The organlzed churches
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were all in the northeasfern'part of the state. Iﬁ 1866 seven
members were reported in Marlon County, but they were 40 miles
from a church. (1) There were few, if any, ‘west of that 1oca1-
ity. | | |

Rather brief accounts of the salient facts of the leading
congregatiéns during the period will bé foundvlater‘in this
thesis. There were no.geheral movementé of importance to be
here recorded. So .the distresses of the "grasshoppér.year"
next claim our attention. |

“Fronm scattered accounts one may ascertain the countries
in which the Brethren felt the dlstress of “grasshonper year."
They are all_ln the eastern sectlpn,pf the state, although
Bishop Forney in his travels'feports the hea#iesﬁ damage in the
Solomdn Vﬁlley in Osborne Count&. Here they.came\dowh'in a
storm on Wednesday, June 23, 1875, and staid till Friday‘the
25th. ILeaving, they flew northwest and~remained 25 days in
the air. (2) | | |

Easterh Kansas had eﬁidgntlyvbeen struck by the pest be-
fore this time for Bourbon Cdunty séw the last of them June
24; Little damagé'was reported in Wilson QOunty,‘althoﬁgh many
of‘the graséhoppers Were'raised in that seétion. "They de-
vasfated chiefly along the stréams and timber, especially in
Johnson, Miaml, Linn, Douglas, and Neosho Countles." (3)

As in the case of the drouth of 1860 the Brethren of I11- .
inois were in the van in helping the victims of the grasshop-”
pers. The narratlve is rather full on thls partlcular A spec-
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() Cc.F.C., Oct.. 1, 1866
(2) G. M., July 18%5.
(3) Geo. Myers in G. M., June 28, 1875.



ial district conference for Northern Illinois was held at Cherryjjf
Grove, Carroll County, and organized permanently a society to
afford aid to Kansas and Nebraska under the ‘name of "The North-;‘?[

ern Illinois Relief Society of the Brethren." M. M. Eshelman, o

1ater prominent 1n Kansas, was clerk of the meeting and was e-/.lk

lected corresponding secretary of the SOCiety. It was decided
to send no grain then, but cash offerings 1nstead. The follow-ieﬁ;
ing resolution was adopted'f"Resolved, That John Forney, Sen., :
S. C. Stump, and Christian Forney of Falls City Nebr., act as
a dlstributing committee for the states of Kansas and Nebraska.»f;f
Bight churches responded to the call of the district by g1v1ng
$653. 42.\(4) e g i

Rellef committees were. de01dedly in earnest early 1n 1875.{€{

The Chicago Times reported that the Brethren at Cerro Gordo, «*.l?j

I11., had contributed $1600 T L. Sw1tzer of Jewell County was

delegated to convey en appeal,to»the.members in Illin01s,vand .
it ie'probablejthat the‘$1600 nae'raised‘thru his influence.il d;f
-‘He went armed With credentlals from county officials and the'
governor. ‘He reported twenty-four counties in Kansas and as
many in Rebraska needing help. (5)

Many congreg;tlons did nobly in sending aid both in money,{ﬁﬁ
food end,clothing. Mention cannot p0581bly be made of all that;f;
ﬁas'done. The South. Waterloo (Ia. ) church, however, and the 'h?JW
church at Panora (as51sted by frlends and’ neighbors) made their:f?
giving worth while. The former sent one and one-half car-loadsl?f
of supplles, containing among other things 20, 000 pounds of ’



flour and 900 pounds of,boots, shoes, and beddlng, to Jewell
County. Rece1v1ng $1000 from Daniel and David Vaniman of Vlrden;
Illinois, w1th which to buy corn, they sent 35% bushels to
Parsons and 551 bushels to Jewell County. The latter collected
over 1000 bushels of graln and sent two car-loads to Jewell
County.. (6); |

Pefsistent comblaint was made that donetions were not
reaching their desfination.‘J.ﬁL. SWitzer ihra speciel~notice,
in the "Pilgriin, " March 16, 1875, gives the astoundisg inform=
3t10n that the committee had thus far received only six car=-
loads of goods and had reason to believe that fourteen had gone
astray. "Thlngs," said he, "get lost at Topeka." He asked that |
donations thereafter be sent to Allen Ives, Edgaf,'Nebf. He
farther sald that he had made arrangements w1th the C. B. and
Q. to ship seed free on thelr line west of Chlcago to Hastings,
Nebr. The call for seed had now been issued.

The ald whlch was sent to Kansas in "grasshopper year"
gave rise to a unique controversy in which Bishop Daniel P.
Sayler of Maryland played the leading part and-made himself a
target for the Kansas churchmen. The Bishop--always conserva-
tive-~srote‘an article deprecatingeimmigration to;Kensas. It
was a straightforward denuﬁciation of those who were appealing
for aid. In substaﬁce‘he said "the peoPie of Kansas ought to
leave if conditions are.bad; The state, as everybody ksows;
is subject to‘drouthsiahd grasshoppers; The feports of suffer=

ing are greatiy exaggerated. The leglslature of Kansas in

| e er e e o e e e o e e ax e e e o
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special session authdfized;the countieé to sell bonds to tide
them over the wﬁnter.'éﬁly?Reno County did so. Whereupoﬁ a
political ’rlng’ issued bonds beyond the valuation of the county.
The farmers were never better off than now. . There are count=-
less cattle on the prairies. Kansas is abundantly able to care
for herself," Thus did the Bishop gir hié views to the discom--
fort of the Western brethren. (7) | -

The replles to this letter were “too numerous to mentlon."
"Does Brother Sayler believe the Chicago Trlbune rather than
the Brethreﬁ papers?" is thekpértinent query. ”Hasfthe Chicago
Tribune forgotten ﬁhat Kansas gave $10;000 to‘the homeless and
destitute of Chicagb after the great firé? The éﬁory of abund-»
ance in Kansas was invented by gréin¢merChants to £i11 their
own pockets." (8) J. A. Root of Ozawkie wrote that he had been
in Kansas eleven yeérs and had hever seen'so few cattle. (9)‘
Others branded Sayler's érticlé as “unreasonéble." Finally the
editor had to exclude furfher ";eplies" from_his columns.

' On another occasion the editor of the Pilgrim felt called
upon to brand as false a w1dely circulated report that the
Brethren in Kansas and Nebraska were speculdting on the 11ber~

;\

allty of the Bastern churches.
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(7) Pilgrim, Feb. 9, 1875.
(8) Geo. Myers, Pilgrim, 1875.
(9) Pilgrim, 1875. ,
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CHAPTER V
: :/f/l

-

TMMIGRATION OF 1878 AND AFTER.

"Grasghoppei year" was soon forgotﬁen by the Brethren who
were bent upon settliﬁg Kansés; VA new motive had been added
to that.of Securihg cheap iand, viz., that of bringing help,
often‘ministeriai,_to the few and weak churches of the state.
Complaints were heard that no mlnlsters were coming to southern
Kansas, and in response to thls appeal several mlnlsters 91g-
nified their 1ntent10n to enter the work, one offerlng for sale
a 100 acre farmitwo mlles south of Lanark, Illlnois.that he .
might come Wést (1) Some wanted to come to Kansas, but hav-
1ng no definite 1ocat10n 1n mind asked for correspondence with
 members living in the state.[

The de31re to avoid paylng high rent and at thg same time
lsecure a homestead Was a strong motlve.r Just one instance may
5e 01ted.' M. D. Wilson, llnging near Fort Scott, urges East-
erners‘to quit péying,renf. Homesteads may be had with a pat=-
| ent in five years.-‘Thére is also cheap land in Eastern Kansas.
‘He, hlmself, came Wlth hls famlly of eight from- IllaniS ten
years ago w1th $175, wagon and team. Now he has a good home
and plenty to 1ive on. (2) Thls, one must remember, bad been
done in splte of several "hard years." |

The year 1878 appears to have been a great 1mm1gration
year, or at least the beglnnlng of a new wave of settlers. The

Brethrn in Kansas had Wlelded fac1le pens whlch y1elded results.

--u-----un---n-—-——--

. W. Jan. 24, 1878.
. C. Jan, 1876.



One characuerlstlc detlce 1n thenway of advertlslng and one
which was destlned 1ater to be more extenelvely employed con= .
sisted in writlng a 1etter in the church paper setting fcrth in B
a glow1ng way the sypeclal merlts of a partzcular county., Thue,'
Crawford County is preferable because of 1ts good land, 1ts
quarries, its cheap coal, and its tlmber, and the possibilaty

of buying out the origlnal settlers on moderate terme.‘ Brown
County has 70,000 acres of good 1and at $6 to %7 an acre, 3 to

8 miles north of Sabetha and 1ocated on the 5t. Joe and Denver .
Railroad. Ness County is de31rab1e because of 30 bushel an acre
wheat, and the absence of hardpan, alkall, and the. ague. Itﬁt
xemalned for Reno County to state its oase rhetorlcally.'"Church?
es of other dencmlnatlons want you to ccme,knon-professors pleadj;
for you to come,‘and we, a small band of members twelve in |
number beg you to’ come.: I fear 1t is neglect, and w111 neglect B
clear you at the day of accounts9"‘ (3) -

May 28, 1878 an excurelon from McVeytown, Pa came'to |
Kaneas, Colorado and Nebraeka.f Mlnleters wene especially urged :
to take advantage cf 1t. Perm1531on was given to join the‘f(]
party anywhere‘alongethe’roade‘ Oct. 18 a‘81m11ar excnrsion
from~theisame place startediror'Kaneas..,,j

 When the Brethren organlzed the church at Schwarzenau, Ger-\
many in 1708, the hymn sung at the openlng of the service was f4‘
"Count the Cost. 2 This admonltlon was dnly heeded when the *t‘f
"state of Kansas was settled. Many of the settlere were not ‘.
well=-to-do and, as 1n the case. of any new country the question

(3) P. C., 1878.

"How much- does 1t cost9“ was frequently asked The‘estlmates"
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that\were furnished'are interesting' Everybody seemed dlsposed

to take exception to any carefully worked out llst of expenses.~
" FARMING
Day laborers were not adVISed to come, but a f&ma&y outfit and s

from $500 to $1000 cash was held by some to be requlslte for o
making a start. (4)

One wrlter apt at flgures says.*“The costs are about as

follows: ’ ‘ o o V
U. S. fee at land office ' . §18.00
House ,;} ' ‘f>> 1'*”’,’('x_ ‘@ vf:‘150100 R
Breaking plow and team"';u-“‘jig‘ 0 320.00
Food for 15 months ‘;%i ,”"‘k:7 f‘/' s QOC.OC;
Clothing for family “c,}}‘i T71g::y.‘ ‘ k; ’40:§01“y
Seed wheat ‘ ‘Jf '__yi; f‘“ LTl ,80.00 ‘ 
Harrow . ei : ‘ ev”;‘r;;kf DR = éOvOO f“
Horse feed o f”.  N ‘y_ : e-;ji 40. OO

| o $808 ooe
One may reduce thls by $100 1f he is content to use a dug-l’
outf If the would-be settler cannot afford a v1s1t to Kansas he‘v;
had better not move. (5) g = g; , \ |
& However, examples were numerous of what a man w1th small
capltal could do. A typlcal case 1s that of Joseph Garber of
Parsons, who says. "I came here ten years ago. I never spent ‘
over $200 outside of what T made in Kansas. I never 11ved in é‘
“dugout, elther.’ In fact, I never saw but one family 11v1ng in f5
“a dugout in Kansas,‘and I have travelled over a con51derab1e

portion of the eastern part of the state." (6) He adde that o

(4) M. T.Baer, P. C., 1879.; & ' | .‘\e'
(5) Cyrus Bucher, P. C. July 29, 1879. f” S
(6) P. C., 1879. ST ‘



only one-fifth of the 1éndhplders have mortgagés, and that he
thinks no other’staté has 6pened up with equal inducements.
Wﬁth few exceptioné 'the~inf1ux'of Brethren in 1878 and in
the suqceeding years until probably 1582; was to Eastern Kansas.
This is shown by a gtudy of churdh»organizatiOng. -However,
it is certain that members were at the same time settlingkfur- '
ther west. DBefore 1878 there were several faﬁilies’néar Pea -
body and at Neékerson there were in May of that &ear sixteen
members. There were scattered members.also in McPherson County.
J. L. Switzer, a pioneer in Nofthwestern Kansas, says in a
private le#ter that there were Brethren in and about Burr Oak
as early as 1872. But as far as I am able to ascertain there
were.only'one or two orgéﬁized pongrégations in the Western
half of Kansas before fhe;blosé of 1878. It was not until a-
bout 1882 thaj.members'came in sufficient numbers to render
organization‘practicable. Mugh of the history of the time is
" hard to find from the very fact of the isolation of the immi-
grants of these four years, 'During this ﬁeribd,several plans
for co1oni2é£ion were proposed but there was no organized effort
~to.that end. The scéttered iﬁmigrants were veritable "spies
of the land", and several years of sutcess in their new homes
constituted one of the impulses, whibh,~with the Bismark Grove

Conference in 1883, led to more concerted efforts at settlement.



“ CHAPTER VI - .
THE CHURCH DIVISION (1881)

'It is with extreme'regret that andunfortunate/divieion in
the,church must be. chronlcled.h It occurred 1n 1881 in Ohio,
and a few facte'ehould be presented to enable one to get his
bearings on ite effect on Kaneas church hletory. Brushlng a=
side multitudes of detalls, the outstandlng fact of hlstory is
that the German Baptlst Brethren church d1v1ded into three dive-
isions in the year named, known henceforth as the Old German
Baptist Brethren (ultra conservative), Berman Baptist“Brethren'
(conservatlve), and the Brethren (prOgressive) ,Of‘course‘the
v d1v131on was by no means a sudden occurrence, and 1eav1ng out
of account the pereonal element, the 11nes of cleavage, of sev=
:eral years growth, may be noted. ' X |

’ In the year 1879 fourteen blehops in the Miami valley con=
- vened. and dreW'up a set of resolutlons (hence they are called
,Resolutlonists) touching on- several movements and features of
'the church which they concelved to0 be too 1iberal or worldly.
In the scope of the resolutione they condemned hlgh schoole
(and of course colleges) Sunday Schools, revlval meetlngs, and
';a ealarled minlstry.~ Thls negatlve platform serves them to "
',thls~day.v They formally organlzed Nov. 25 1881 in Montgomery ‘
:'County, Ohlo, flndlng that thelr views were\not acceptable to Md
: the church in general.’ At their conference in 1882 nlne states
 were represented. The "01d Orders™ as thev are popularlv called

are fast dw1ndllng in numbers | :f-‘
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Statistics are not at hand shcwingetheenumber or location
of the membenship of this church in Kaneas.g‘ln,lssl at Ionia,
Jeweil County, a church/with a membership of 56 was reported.
Various 00nservative‘churches have reported from time fo time
that they have lost communicants who have gone With the "01d
Orders." Several families.of members still iive south of Law=- -
rence, and in 1911 the Annual_Conference chthekcnprch was held
at Pleaeant\Grcve, south of Lawrence. >;  - |

The genesis of the Progr6531ve Brethren occurred at Ash-
land,VOhio, in a convention, June 29 and 30, 1881, when a dec-
laration. of pr1n01p1es was drawn up similar-to our natlonal
Declaration cf Independence. ‘Statistics compiied in 1895 (I
find none later) show that they had in the United Stetes 138 |
congregations, 266 church buildings, 10,031 menbere;‘l 528 ac=-
’06551ons for the year, and church property valued at $256,188. CD

Various condltlons attended the separation which took place
in Kansas. There are not many Progre581ve Brethren churches &n
the state, and a few sallent facts regardlng the origin of the |
leading ones will be attempted. _ ’

There was harmony in the congregatlon at Nickerson until
about the time of the Annual Conference at Bismark Grove, Kensag
in 1883. An attempt to exclude J. W. Beer, a:ninister of Prog-
'reesive‘tendencies fron partaking of the Bucharist led to dis-
’senticn. After deliberation a fcrtunate agreement was reached\
whereby the two parties eovenanted to separate in\peece and to
treat each other as Christian friends. Some attempted to do
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(10 Holsinger, Hiatory of the Tunkers
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the impossible thing of remaining neutral. The vote was ap=-

parently light. The Progéeééives adopted the following‘resoé’ 
lution: "That the Gospel alone is suffiéient rule for Cur faith
and practice, containing éll things necessary fo oﬁr‘salvation,

and therefore we adopt it as our cfeed, and resolvé,'by the

help of the Lord, to live according to its teaéhihgs. Resolved,

That we be known as the Brethren‘Church of Nickerson, Kansas."
In 1901 the membershlp of this congregation had waned from 102 .
to 30. (2) , \

The Pony Creek Church, three and one half miles north of |
Morrill presents a peculiar condition. Each faction owned half
of the property but a Progressive owned the ground upon which
the building sfood, and he refused to deed‘it to the Gonserv=-
atives. Finally, after increasiﬁg from 100 to 180 (1889-1892);
the congregation was divided on a north and éouth line, the
Progressives retaining the church~bqi1ding, and the ConserQa-;
tives under the name of thé‘North Morrill Church, building a
house of their own. (3)

‘ In 1894 the two fadtiOns at McLouth decided to build a
church together.' (4)  The Conservatives,’being but few in\numé
ber, are legally a part of the Ozawkie church. It is said that
one generous donor put his money into the church W1th the under-
standing that both'persuasiohs should meet in peace; and that
the first which should cause disturbance should lose its priv-r
ilege. | | \

Séveral of the Conservative congregations have at times
lost by proselytes to the Progr6331ve ranks. - Amdng them are
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(3) G.M. Jan. 8, 1889. '
(4) Holsinger- History of the Tunkers.
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lwashingtbn'Creek and Pleasant,érovg_(bdth in Douglas County),.
' Neosho; Parsons, Fairview, and others. But near Laneville an
’inétahce ié recorded in which the Conservative orgahization
absorbéd practically the whble Progressive chﬁrch., (5).

Holsinger's "Higstory of\thefTunkers"_names the following
as ¢ohstituting the,congregationsvof Progressives in Kansas:
vSouth Haven, Maple Grove (Nortoﬁ County), McLouth, Mulvane,
ﬁickerson, North Solomon (Osborne and Smith céunties), and
Pleasant View (Neosho Couﬁty). - | “»ﬁ

'Jﬁst now there is a well organized é;d;properly authorized
movement looking to the amalgamation in the not distant fuﬁﬁre_
of thesé dissevered bodies. . |
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(5) J. B, Fair, G. M., 1885.
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CHAPTER VII .~
iIMMIGRATIon INATHE;BOlS'

It is difflﬁult to overestimate the influence which theéf
’Annual Conference at Blsmark Grove in the sprlng of 1883 had;f’p:
upon the settlement of the Brethren in Kansas. By-this time
the Immigration Agent had appeared on the scene and he was, |
phenomenally 1ndustrious 1n hlS business. He had studled the
Brethren and the country, was an adept at advertising; and
made a specialty of looating the Brethren people. Moreover,arwtl
hundreds of membere had combined land seeking with the inspir- :
ation of the great annual gathering., Thue the three Annual R
-Conferences which have been held 1n Kansae (1883, 1887 1896)
have materlally contributed to the settlement of the state."‘

| Of all the men who had to do w1th the work of immigration
and emigration Geo. L. McDonaugh easily stande first.\» efx
served various railroad companies and stood high in the-oone‘;
fidence of the Brethren, caetlng his lot w1th them religious-n'wf
1y some years ago.ﬁ He was 1nf1uent1al in the eettlement of -
eouthern Kansae after 1883 and 1n promoting the emlgration totew
Texas and California. In the ‘case of Callfornia he worked iniltf
conjunction with M. M Eshelman. 7 : f_” i“,.iffa7¥[ ‘(«:’f"

Great Bend and Enterpriee appear to have been two of the?vfo
most important objective p01nts of the immigration wave which{;;d”
took a rise in 1884. Enterprise was the headquarters of the T?ﬁi
American Land Company, of which J. H Brady was the General 7i"
Manager.‘ Land sold at from eight to thirty dollare an acre.,Cmif:

(1) Many from Va. are sald to have been 1nterested in
thls eompany. oot st > S
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The settlement of this community was doubtless fa01litated
:iby the fact that Dr. P R Wrightsman, manager of a coloniz- i:
‘datiOn company at Herington, announced that there were 15 000'”'
~acres of available land in his community.f Many Brethren set-
tled here.» (2) Bishop J D Trostle w1th about 30 others
Icame from Mt. Airy, Md. and settled at Plympton.~ Trostle was ;
-well pleased w1th the country and said there was a large 1m-';:
- migration. ‘Tand was steadily advancing 1n price. jf~ “

A report became curren t that a colony of Brethren was
to locate at Great Bend. While there was no real colcny,
Michael Moorehead wrote that he could locate over lOO families
on first-class land close together in the north-west part of
Stafford County and the scuth-east part of. Pawnee County. Land
s0ld at from $3 to $5 an acre./ ‘The same land, said Moorehead,
if improved would cost $5o to $100 in Illinois, tso to $50 in f‘
Iowa and Missouri, and ?20 to $40 50 miles east of Great Bend.

\ I have before me two letters, extracts from which w1ll shav

tthe nature of the appeal made to the ministers. lThey show :
“ adhirably the‘oldrcustomfof‘the Brethren of oonhiningtfarming‘
and preaching. ‘ ‘: ' . ;au; l{l.;;‘ “ | i | |

"Now this is what we propose to do: To any good minister- _
~ing Brethren in good,standing who will work for the cause of
~the Master, and w111 get a colony of twenty land-buyers to buy
land from the company, we will give 80 acres of land free and

deed it to him, or if one should get ten land buyers, we w1ll ‘
give him 40 acres of land." (3) This dabbling of the ministry

’in land bus1ness later caused trouble.

(2) G. M., Feb. 18, 1884.
(3) G. ., Feb. 26, “1884.



The other proposal is as follows.'"To any brother whok
will come and labor for the Brethren of Burr Oak, Kan. in the
rministry, in the general order and practlce of the church I
will glve for his use free forty acres of land for flve years,_
or as long as hlB 1abor seems to be prosperous to the cause .
About 2/3 of the land is under cultivation. It 1svlocated\l% B
miles from Salem, Jewell County."‘ (4)‘ | | |

B But the 1mm1grat10n was not conflned to .any one,section
of Kansas.’ In many cases the Easterners came to localities
where there n@re already a few pioneers, perhaps old neighhors, )
and where p0631b1y a church had been organlzed. . One candimé;
aglne what a fine contrlbution the author of the following made :
to Kansas. "I am not only g01ng to visit 1t (Kansas), but
W1th ny famlly, 1nclud1ng about a dozen menbers, w1th 25 or

30 persons in all, will start on the mornlng of February 12--

—

the Lord willing-—for Labette County, Kansas, to make 1t our
ﬁuture home."»(s) Dlverted, apparently, from fulfllllng hlS
promlse to the. 1etter, the same correspondent wrote 1ater from
fOlathe that he regarded Johnson County the best in the state,»
though land was somewhat hlgh. But Kansas Clty afforded a
good market and the water was better than it was in the south-
ern part of the state. Coal sold at 10 or 12 cents a bushel |
and wood was surprisingly cheap (6)

Even Western Kansas found 1ts champions. One elder had
slived in the state 5 years and had been in 50 countles. Hisﬂhgl-:
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. (4) G. M. Oct. 13, 1885 -
- (5) J. B. Lair, Andrews, Ind., G. M., Feb 1884. -
(6) ‘Jo Bo Lalr’ G’ Mo, May 25, 1886o‘
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experienée prdmpted him ﬁo prdnouncé Grove‘Couhty goéél-but
with the reminder that a homestead there would necessarily mean

some hardshlps. Land sold from $3 50 to $6.00 an acre. A
church waskabout to be organized. (7) | |

Doubtless the fact that a college was to be located in
Kansas gave an impetué,in thé latter eighties toithe immigraf
tion of the Brethren. From July, 1886, Professor $. Z. Sharp
.kept Kansas constantly before the Brothérhood.‘ In the month |
and year named he came thru thé state, and stopping at Topeka.
was led by his zeal for knowledge to the quitol; ~He met the
State Superintendent'and the Commissioners of Agriculture.
What facts he learned he presented inna'vigdrous andAattract-
ive article in the Gospel Messenger, (8) following this by five.
more, all written under the caption "On theFWing."kHis writeup
of Kansas vwas a very creditabléreffort and showed the rémark-
able versatility of the well=beloved collége profeséor, whose
-passion for eduoation,was evident thruout the article. He re-
ported Brethren’in'nearly every country and looked for the time
when 25,000 members would make the Sunflower state their home.
He touched briefly on the possibilities of missions, and also
raised a query as to the practicability of locating Bishop
Christian Hope, late of Denmark, on the plaihsrof Kansas.

In those days the railroads advertised very 1avish1y in "
the church paper. One advertisement rﬁn for some timg fead as
follows: The Southern Kansas Railfoad. The shorﬁ line from
Kansas City to the fertile valleys of the Elk, Neosho and Ark-
ansas rivers in Southern Kansas and Indian Territory. A West=-
ern extension of the road was ﬁhrbwh,open to immigration andr

(7) I. H. Chist, G. M., Nov. 17, 1885.
(8) July .1886.



settlement vast tracts of productlve land lylng in Barber, Com-
anche, Pratt, Kingman, Clark and Meade Countles. Ask your tick-?
et agent for a round trio land-explorer s tlcket to Independ-”
ence, Kansas'" (9) i ~/ e j‘ R S ’

- This was signed by the enterprlelng agent of the Southern"
‘Kansas road, Geo. L. McDonaugh.‘l

The cllmax of advertlelng wa s reached, however, when on
May 15, 1888, a supplement of the Gospel Messenger was devoted
to McPherson College and Kensas 1and / The 1and advertlsement

had the impressive headlng. Kaneas--Kaneas.--Kaneas" Come to

-

Kansas, the central state of the Union, where schools and
chnrches flourlsh, ealoone are closed and Prohlbltlon does pro-
hibit. The land of wheat, corn,(and 1ive stock, and the ban-‘
ner state of railroads." t

This was followed by an extended art1cle by Profeesor
. Sharp, under these subheads, respectlvely. location, farm prod-
'ucte, sorghum, coal, bullding stone, salt, railroads, schools
and churches, prohibltion, the German Baptlst Brethren, Mc-"
‘Pherson County,VMcPherson College. I glean the~following facts\‘
at random from this article:»Laeﬁ’year in Kansas‘there”were
‘2,070 miles of‘railroad*buililon'40 1ines;i1Thie’ie_overieﬂien
times as much'as in all ﬁeW'England and'the Middle etatesAcom~
~bined; and over four times as much as built in New York and
Illin01s, the two great rallroad states of the Union.} The o
ﬂkBrethren are more- widely dletributed than in any other state,:
Indlana not excepted, and there are more mlnlsters than in any

.other state west of Indlana.
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(9) G.M., July, 1886.
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Others wrote on various phases of the subgect Bishop Eby'

wrote on the advantages of Kansas, and presented a corrected

map of the.state_and the Panhandle of Texas, show1ng the loca-i1‘lz

tion of Brethren churches. J. D. Trostle sald he had lived

28 years in Pennsylvania, 31 in Maryland, and 4 in Kansas, and*

found farming especially edsier. here. John Wise‘set,forth the‘ i

merits of Southern Kansas. He said he knéw'of members ini46
counties, that there were over 30 organized churches and nearly

2000 members in the district. Dr. P. R Wrightsman, writing .‘

from the physlcian 8 point of view, was 301101tous of the healtl

of home-seekers and from his 26 years practice pronounced Dick- fl

inson County the healthiest section. There wa.s no typhoid
fever, ague or malarial miasma. 1In fact, the doctors had to
resort to some other business. He remarked further that Kan- :

sas stood fourth in rank among the states as to her eduoation-

" al facilitiles.

Considerable sentiment had been aroused against the carry-f

ing on of secular business at Conference and so a large sup-

'plement was arranged for the Gospel Messenger ‘of May 3, 1887,

Just previous to the Ottawa Conference. ThlS was full of plc-rgt“
tures and land advertlsements of various descriptions. In one‘

of the articles occurs this prediction. "It will only be a few*aaf

years when this land will be as high in Kansas as it ‘now is in

Indiana and Illinois."™ Another paragraph is couched in char-‘i-ﬁf

i 8

acteristic Kansas eloquence: "Kansas is the grandest state E

in the Union, and its possibilities for the future are the

greatest. The population is made up from every state in the o

Union, and nearly every nationality on the face of the earth



is represented. It is not the off-scourlng of creation either

'~ that have come hither, but the very best blood of the land. The

people who have come West are the men who haye a’purpose in
life, and have»come_with a deoermipationAto build homes and |
make an honest 1i§ing in the world. . The& are the man’of grit
'and energy, and are buildlng up a grand young state. It is
worth somethlng to be & c1tlzen of such a commonwe&lth "
The famlliar method~of advertlslng "by oountles"'was ﬁéed;
Only those‘of the Eastern half of the sta;e proésed their /
Blaims, with the single exception of Cheyenne County. Mére‘
statements of the leading inducemants presehted‘will suffice.
Wilson County entered the plea of healthfulness and the
fact of.a church of 66 members at Fredonla. |
Miami County boasted of fruit, corn, naturalrgas, prox=-
imity to railroads; and good connections with Kansas City. One
' may question whether the montion of the 1ocation}of the aoylum
at Osawatomie and‘the’aliusion to the former home of John Brown
was meant to do more than to'excite a bit of interest in the
‘history of the state. ) |
| Pratt County held out the fihe soil, the good railroads,
and the prospects of a church in that county.,
' Bishop John Wise very artfully and graphically led ‘the

would-be buyer‘on~an im&glnary trlp thru~severa1 of the South-

- ern counties and landed him finally 1n Sumner County at Conway

Springs. Cheaper rent than in the Bast was the inducement.
Neosho county 1aid clalm to a better climate than that of
the northern countles, the winters being short and mlld. Thero

were prospects for bulldlng up a. ohurch near Chanute.
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 Johnson Conntyulc‘Joked forward to 'a‘pcéu;'exfafe between Kan-
~ sas City and Olat:he Y :]Laryid,ivas h’igh.,‘but‘ the market was except-
ionally good. A good churehyof 50 meﬁbere;was a conspicuous
aatraction. ‘ ’v”‘ L | |
Montgomery County reported a church of . 40 members who were
‘ in need of a mlnieter. Good climate and frultful 5011 are not

forgotten.

~In Crawford Connty'the raising of castor beans and fruit

were thought attractlve. | , =
Barber County held out the presence of 1ittle waste land,
of shaIIOW‘water, of eoil whlch would stand drouths,’ofegood
: fruit, and the presence of an organlzed church.,,bb
‘Douglas County argued 1ts nearneee to Khnsas Clty, the
State University at Lawrence, and the low prlced land. -
‘Franklin County presented:cheap land,'good rallroad con=
hections, geod dreinage,;ano'en;inteliigent and morai peorle.
Cheyenne County“was”bold\enoughlto‘advertiseflend better .
than that foundkinvﬁarylend, Ohio, Illinois,tandrlona. To good
rich eoil<and excellent water was added'the/ﬁleafor.the’in-
coming of m1551onar1ee.k"'o ; (i | |
Rice County reflected a fond wish of those days when it
'stated that the capital of Kansas wae likely to be moved thith=-
erAae to be in the. center of ‘the state. igfy \
: Some had feared that inter-state commerce regulatione
would prevent the rallroads from grantlng excur51on rates but’
’all roads West of Chlcago gave a one fare rate for the round
trlp. \ e |

 As intimated before this lavish edVertieing_ofelend led
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to dissatisfaction in different localities. It was doﬁbtiéss
the hardships later encountered and possiblyrthe jealous feeliq;
of the Eastern Churches which prompted the foilowing query at |
~the Annual Conference pfk1888.=-nwe ask Annual Cdnferehce thru
District Conference té caution Brethren, especi&ily ministef%"
ing Bréthren, in regard to,speaking or'writing too flatteringly
of sections of the West or any other section pf,the country;"
Answer--"Annual Conference advises/Brethren'to write more about
the work of the Lord ahd less about sﬁeculation." (10) If
was about this time that 1and-agents among the Brethren were
viewed with suspicion, and their regovery can_hardly be said
to be complete even today. - |

Naturally not all ofkthe hardships encountered by the~
settler& found their way into prlnt. Occasionally, however,
we find one. The follow1ng is one of the;most pointed: "We c
came to fhis part of the countryylate last spfing. I must Say
we are disappointed'with the country; as the'price of 1and,is 
~much higher than we expected and improﬁements are scarce. Ve
‘have a large family of small children tb support, and ti@es
are very dull here. Ve have met With bad luck; we lost onew
of our mules that cost $100. There were two floods whidh dam-
aged our crops a good deal. We\would kindly ask a little help
ffom those that are bleésed with this world's godds; it will
be thankfully receivéd.. Aﬁything wishing to give anything,
send it to Cherryvale, Kansas; if we do not recéivé anything

‘we hope the Lord will help us through."
(Signed) E. Jones, . Cherryvale, Kans. (11)

- me e e e e v wm e A o v o e e e e e

(10) Minutes of Conference, 1888. o
(11) G. M., Sept. 15, 1885. , ; o S
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" CHAPTER VIII
CROP ~ FAILURES

1890 was a ﬁ%%l failure in Westerﬁ Kansas. mThere was
suffering in Thomas, Shérman, Phillips, Norton and Cheyenne
Counties. The Brethren distributed aid thru their various
»church organizations. Bishop D. L. Miller, today the most
widely known and one of the mosf highly esteemed men of the .
whole church, came in person bringingiaid from Northern Ili-
inois. Coming to McPhersbn he found a Bible Institute in sese‘;
sion at thé college. A meeting was cailéd at the college and
Enoch Ebvy, W. A. Rose and A. F. Miller ﬁere appointed distrib=-
uting agents for Southwestern Kansas. D. L. Miiler did a large
part of the work. He travélled,ovér 3,000 miles, paying his
fare by giving the railroad companies f:ee ad#ertiéiﬁg in the
’Gospel Messenger. Thus he actually paid faré but once--from
' McPherson to Hutchinson. Thru his efforts $13,769.61 alone
was‘applied to Western relief. |

The relief in Northwestern Kansas was 1argely done by
'Blshops Tohn F. Clive and B B. Whitmer.

In the fall of 1893 there was again an appeal for help.
The elders, ministers and others met at Booth and at McPherson
‘and agreed‘to aséerﬁéin the nature and‘éXtent‘of thé suffering.
It was found that there se#eﬁ or eight couﬁties in Northwest=-

- ern Kansas where there had been no grain harvested. At fhe
meeting of the General Mlelon Board of the Church Eby and
Vaniman consulted the members of that body and others with the
result that an appeal was sent out fdr money . This was to be

used for seed wheat. XEby and Vaniman wére to constitute a



receiving andﬁq;stributing committee of goods .and money which
~ : S '
were sent from far and near. (1)

Geo. E;kStudebaker,'District Migsionary, found»cenditions

worse than exreoﬁed. He found no local organizationsvfor'dis-_ .

tribution of aid. Many people had nothlng to eat but bread.
One w1dow ground her wheat in a coffee mill. Such conditions
existed in the countlee south of the\Arkansas River. Stude-f
‘baker, in hlu work of relief, canvassed Haskell, Grant, Stna-
ton, Norton, Stevens, and Seward Counties. He found that much
stock had been taken east. Some of the settlers maintained it
was the,worst’year they had exrerienced since<the country'was
~set£1ed. Relief did not come as readily as was anticipated
and so0 Thanksg1v1ng day was set apart as a. suitable time for
donatlng to the cause. - I have no further data in regard to
‘the work of dlstrlbutlon of that year.

There is an abundance of materlal extant upon the exper-
iences of the Brethren during the hard times of 1894-95. The
great need'waeein the western part of ‘the state. During ﬁhe
ISPring and summer letters kept pouring into McPherson,xuntil
finally at a'businees meeﬁing‘of that church it was decided to
send them-to the Gospel Messenger, the church organ, with the
request thai they be‘published They‘were returned, bowerer,
w1th the suggeetlon thet a spec1a1 district conference be held
in the West to effect means of relief. (2)
| Accordlngly at a special council held in MbPherson Col~-

lege chapel, Aug. 9, with Bishop Danlel Vanlman chalrman and

L L L L L L L L L

‘M.Oct. 10, 1893. ‘ |
M. Aug. 1894. N )



” .Profeésor'C.}E.7Arnold élérk,\the following res@lutions were .
passed: ’ /~: % ) 1 | |

| Resolved, 1. That a;genefal'meetingﬁbethe}eby called at
McPherson College,’Khnéas; ét 9 o’élqgk,A. M. Sept. 3, 1894
for the purpbse‘of devisiﬁg Ways and means to affo;d speedy re=
lief to the destitute. - | : | |

2. That representatlves from the German Baptlst Brethren
churches everywhere be 1nv1ted to attend and a381st.

3. That the German Baptist churches in‘allwdrouth-Strick-
en districts be ape01a11y requested to send representatlves or
letters stating as near as p0531b1e the kinds and amount of
help.requiredvand to whom means should be sent for distrlbutidn

4. That alltdommuhidations intended for the meeting of
Sept; 3, be withoutxﬁelayfaddressed to Danie1'Vaniman, McPhe?s—
‘oh, Kan. ‘ R o

5. That full iﬁétructipnskbe published in the Gospel
Messenger immediafelyjafter thé meeting of Sept 3.1

‘This was followed by an- exhortatlon to glve accbrdlng to
1 John 3:17. o )

The spe01al meetlng of Sept 3 revealed the fact that the
afflicted area extended from 75 to 200 miles east and west and
400 miles north and south. A, M. chkey, Henry Brnbaker, and
J. H. Peck were made a commlttee on ways and means with in-

structions to 1ssue a call for donations and prov1de for the

dlstrlbutlon of the same . Where there were organlzed churches' :

appllcatlons for ald were requlred to be made thru them. Con-\

trlbutlons were 1o be. sent to A. M Dickey at McPherson. (3)

---u-----m—u---—----

(3) G.M.Oct. 1898.
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As usual Illinois led out in the matter of g1v1ng to the
sufferers in Western Kansas. Lanark church sent a car of sup-;ﬂ J
plies to Phillipsburg (Feb d, 1895), where 1t was shared by
425 persons. Cerro Gordo' s car was unloaded at Menlo (Mar 13)
and helped 1,050 needy people. Vlrden and Glrard sent two car
loads and Silver Creek one. ILa Place sent a carload of corn
to Decatur and had it ground, put into 100 pound sacks, and
sent to Colby, Kan. It is sald that 1 137 men, women and

children in Thomas, Rawlins, and Sherldan countles recelved of;fff;

this load of meal. Samuea Studebaker of Pearl,City brought a'f‘fd"

car load of provisions to Goodland, renderlng help to 1 000

people. | - ‘?f5f‘f

‘Feb. 26 1895, A, M chkey reported hav1ng recelved aid ‘ k

from New York,; Pa., Ohlo, Indlana, Mlchlgan, 1111n01s, Iowa,

.Mlssourl, Kansas, Texas, Colorado, Montana and Callfornla.re-’

e,

Much, doubtless, never passed thru hlS hands.

In the actual work of dlstrlbutlon nobodj could outstrlp LA

the ubiquitous and 1ndefat1gable John F Clive, a ploneer ,
Predcher. Aprll 7, 1895 he reported hav1ng helped dlstrlbute;fi”dr

his seventh car-load. On one occa51on he . rode 322 mlles by

private conveyance to aid.in tho dlstr;butlonvin~Nebraska.;(4) Trbi

- e a Gt e e Sm Gx xS G e G e At e G G m O ~

(4) - G. M. 1895.
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CHAPTER IX
ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN KANSAS.

"The Annual Conference held at Blsmark Grove, Lawrence, in-
.1883, was: the second Conference of the Brethren to be held West
of the Mlssissippl’Rlver, that of 1870 having met at Waterloo,‘
Towa. A1l to%d there have beehbbut twelve Annual Conferences
West of the "ﬁather;of Waters." The Conference has oecome such
a large gathering(that Kansas has been unable to care for_it in
recent years, aithough there are efforts made almost every year’
to cali for,it, | | | |

The Conference of 1883 may be dismissed with brief men=
tioo.- It was an eye-openerkto many Eaeterners end was direct=-
1y contributory to the tide of church settlement in the state.
This fact is noted elsewhere. "It was held May 11. The-numbei
of delegates was about half the number who now-atﬁend.* Theie
were 270 in the.oelegate body. _Bishop Enoch Eby‘was Moderator
and Bishop John Wise; Reading Clerk. | |

 Several matters relating to discipline and doctrine came
before the meeting; .The queetion of admitting to church fel-‘
1owehip,a11:those whoxhed been received into other'commuhione’h
by~frine immersion was hotly debated. It was decided in the
negative. This'was;destined to be a subjeot of perennial dis-
cussion untll 1915, when - the opp051tion gave way.\ It de01ded ‘
not to engage in 1awsu1ts over legal titles to church houses.
This quepy was provoked by the division in theAchurch which

left the PfogressiVes in control of some church buildings;
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A vexing_case was that of the Bowmanltes, a few scattered
followers of Bishop,John A; Bowman of Tennessee who had been
disfellowshipped during'the war on account of some alleged
crooked dealings. This ﬁatter had often demanded attention.
»The Confeféncé of 1883 decided not to restore the Bowmanltes.
‘Blshop S. H. Bashor or Ohio, one of the leaders 1n the Prog-
ressive movement, was also formally dlsfellowshlpped becausef

of schismatic- artlcles and attacks. -
A forward step was taken by the app01ntment of a commit-
tee of five to form a plan for colleculng funds for the purg=
pose of buildlng churches. Two Kanbas men were placed on thls'
committee-~Daniel Vanlman and Enoch Eby, the former being chaim
man. ‘ h | |
| The impdrtance of the conference is apparent Wheane-ré—~
call that;iﬁ7three yeérs (1886) tﬁere Was enough'immigration
to render ppssiblekthe "banner year? of church building.
Soéﬁ‘after the Bismark Grove Confereﬁce it was felt thét
the5big gathering‘should‘come to Kansas again. This:desire
was not ¢anined\tovmembers in the state 5y any;means; In
1885 the Gospel MesSénger, speaking editorially, said: "We
should‘like'to see“fhé meeting held in Kansas again. It is'
the geographlcal center of the United States and at the pres-
ent rate of increase it will contaln at no dlstant day, more
of our brethren than any of the Western states." (1)

: Both the Northeastern and Southern Distrlcts asked that

the Conference of 1887 be held in Forest Park at Ottawa (2)

(1) Oct. 20, 1885. .
(2) Minutes, 1886. '
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The Clty of Ottawa offered 11bera1 accommodatlone should the
'Conference of 1886 be held at Ottawa

Oct 16, 1886, delegates from the Northeastern and South-
erh Districts of Kansas met in Ottawa to appolnt»a committee
of arrangemente for the aﬁprcaching Confeeence. The Southern
Kansas Railroad granted these delegates onejfafe rates. The
committee/chceen consisted of Geo. M&ers, Paola, Chairﬁan;AI.
H. Crist, Olathe, Secretary; J. C. Metsker, Lawrence, Treas.;
 waeh1ngton Wyland, Fredonia, Thos. Winey, Lawrence. -

Qn Saturday, May 28, 1887, there were 3, OOO people on the
Cohference grounds at Ottawa, but’Sunday swelled the crowd to
10,000, The bueiness sessicn'oecuired May>51‘ Bishop Eby of
.Kahses was elected Moderator. Several 1tems of business of
imbcrtance came up; ,A committee of four was appointed to pre-

- sent e plankar an 01d Folke' Home, A requeet Wae'presented
‘kby Northern Illlnoie that missionaries be sentkamong,the Mor -
mOne of Utah. This matter was referred tc'the General‘Miseion
Board. Owing to the fact that several demands were made for

a change in the management and ownership of the Goepel Messeng-
er, a commlttee of five was app01nted to investigate the mat-
ter. Three Kansans found places on the committee--M M. Eshel-
man, Daniel Vanlman, end,EnochrEby.

As far as the-history of the church in Kensae<ie ccncefhed
however, the steps taken at this Conference toward fOundlng a
college fender it unusuelly imﬁortant. The eubsequent'history

of the undertaking will be traced elsewhere, but the part Wthh

the Conference played belongs here.
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At en7un0fficial educational meeting heldFOnuthe Confer;‘
ence grounds there was a very large attendance--l 500, it“iS‘
sald.:,Professor S. Z. Sharp was Chalrnan and BlShOp H. B.
Brumbaugh of Juniata College, Pa., Secretary of the meetlng.
’7Encourag1ng reports were made by the pre51dents of the three
Brethren schools then in operation. Blshop James Qulnter,
President of‘Juniata College, the most 1nf1uent1a1 church maﬁ‘
.of hlS time made a long to-be—remembered address.{ _ -

4' As a v1s1ble result of thls meetlng a committee of five.
wa s ap901nted to locate a college in Kansas. The members
were: Bnoch Eby, Chalrman, M. . ~Eshelman, Secretary, J:'S.fv,
Mohler, M. T Baer, and G G. Lehmer.' S. Z. Sharp was added
as'anfadv1sory member. Thls commlttee met in the tabernacle
May 30, and adopted resolutions the substance of which fol-
lows:’ \ | ; |
- 1. Propostlons for the 1ocat10n of a.college were to be
recelved until June 25, 1887 and must be sent to M M. Eshel-
man at Bellevillea

r Due notlce wa. s to be glven those bidding as to when
the committee could call on them. - - ' -

3.3 Arrangements were to Dbe published in the daily papers
okasnsas andkin the Gospel Messenger. (3) |
| | lhfalshort time the committee had;ohvhand twenty propos-

_ als, one‘of_them being from Ottawa; which was said to have of=-
fered‘a bonus of $75,000 for the projected college. (4)

) G. M., June 7, 1887.
) Ibid. o



. -B5=

A Pennsylvaniaﬁ rather vigorously eXpressed his impres-
sions of the Kansas situation as ﬁiewed at the Otﬁawa Confer-
ence. First of all he remarked on the general effectivenees
of‘the prohibitory law of the state..  For one he was convinced
'@hat "prohibition does prohibit." He found the state ﬁbobming"
and the universal conversation ameng the Brethren had to do )
with buying and selling. He found a tendency on ﬁhe part ofﬂ
other people to flatter the Brethreﬁ. In closing hefcommended
uﬁsparingly the liberality bf/the Kansans. (5) |

Two successful Anhual Conferences in Kenees naturaliy’
called for a third, and so in 1896 Ottawa for the eecond time -

secured the location. The committee of arrangenents consisted

of:’ J. D. Trostel, Navarre, Forem&n, I. H, Crist, Oldthe, Sec~

retery; M. W. Metsker, Lawrence, Teasurer; William Dav1s, Mor=-
rill; T. G. Winey, Lawience. | |
These were chosen at a special Dlstrlct Conference in ;

Northeastern Kansas, Aug. 16 1895. The railroad companles
furnlshed the lumber for the temporary buildings ahd donated'
%300 toward the meeting. . \

| Few incidents of the Conference deserve notlce. 7It‘bpen-
ed w1th an attendance of 3,700 people. A prominent chufch

leader said he had never seen a Conference attended by so few

non-members, nor one to which the ministers of other churches

paid so little attention. It was purely a members' meeting fram

beginning to end. There were 252 delegates--94 bishops, 121
ministers, 25 deacons, and 12 laymen. SOuthweSterh Kansas sent

(5) G.M.July 5, 1887.
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the dnly woman delegate-;mrs./Lizzie Ebberthf Kingman. The
officers were: D. E. Price, (I1l.) Moderator, L. H. Dickey,
(ohio)‘Reading Clerk, D. L. Miller, (I1l.) Writing Clerk.
Coming as it did immediately after a series_df ﬁhard yeard
in Kansas this Conference served to introduce the‘Brethrenrto
the renewed prosperity‘of the state. Since’thié time Yhere
has bheen less general emigration from Eastern Kansas, fdr{lBéV
~_brought on a bounteous,érop. :

- For some reason the man who agreéd to furnish provisions
for the Conference ran behind'fingncially‘and the church was
compelled to reimburse him. This along ﬁith other‘considera-
tions rather made the Brethreﬁbavérse to holdingACanereﬁcé at
Ottawa again. In fact it is beéoming 80 large that if must
seek location at places set aﬁart especially'fof large assemb-
"lies. The District Conferenées af Kansas have requéstedvthe »
Annual Conferénce to come,to'this state in 1917, but the decis-
ion.on the matter lies with fhe WinAna Lake Conference which |

assembles the first week in June 1916.



CHAPTER X

DISTRICT BOUNDARIES

" The history of the division of Kansas into districts pre¥

sents some interesting facts which must be.passed over here
with a fow brief statements. Until 1873 Kansas .and Nebfaéka,
ow1ng to thelr sparge membershlo constituted one dlstrlot,
hav1ng been once a part of tne dlstr1ct of Missouri. By 1876
a d}Vlsion of Kansasg had been made whereby a’northern district

included the southern part of Nebraska. By 1885 we note the

emergence of the three districts: Northwestern, which also in=- -

cluded Qolorado; Northeastern, which oompriééd‘twenty-fwo‘

: couﬁtiés and cléimed fifteen organized churches in tﬁelve of
the couoties, with a'membershi of 1200 and Southern Kansas,
which included elghteen organized churcnes.

" In 1889 a change was felt*needful in the boundary line,
and Blshop Eby suggested that a commltteeman be appointed by
leach district to look into the matter. (1) The Northeastern
~district was entertaining seriously the plan‘of allying her=-
self with.Missourl. Hér oonference of that yeér”paSsed the
following: "Will Northeastern Kansas favor a redistricting of
" the State of Kansas‘so that the lines will run entirely across
the state from north to south,‘approximating thé following
boundary: Bast line of Middle District to run with the Bast

: linelof\Republic,‘Cloud, Ottawa, Saline, McPherson, Sedgwick;

and Sumner counties, and the East line of the Wesﬁorﬁ District

e N S M TR NG T A S M M TR PN MG M TED M N TS R e e

(1) G.M. Mar. 5, 1889.
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to run,withvthe Easternrline of‘Nort0e,‘Giaham, Trego, Ness,
Hodgman, ford, and Ciark eoﬁﬁties.'"“ This proposal Wae "laid
over" for a year. (2)‘ e |

In 1889 Southern Kansas con51dered redlstr1ct1ng seriously
enough to appoint a commltéee of three to confer with the Norﬂ@
eastern and Northwestern dlstrlcts in regard to the proposed
move. There were about,forty’chu;ehes in the dlstrlct and the
\great distanees made a ehaﬁge’deeir351e., A_subeequent cemhit-
tee, appointed in 1890; wesieuthoiiZed to~meke the division of
‘Southern Kanses.' The report4§re§ided‘as'follows:,'

"™, Beginning at the W, B.rcorner of the Dlstrlct on the
Missouri line, thence south on that line and the west line of
Arkansas to the Canadlan Rlver, and west w1th the south fork
of the said rlver to the east 11ne of Oklahoma and of the Paw-‘
nee Nation to the Arkansas'River{and north w1th said river to

(the‘eastern boundary Qf Sﬁmeer Coun%r fheqce north with said
boundary and with'the eaet,liﬁeyef Sedgwick, Harvey and Mc-
'Pherson to the N. E.'cofﬁef(ef fheklasf hamed counfy,.thence’
.east with the south line of the N. E Dlstrlct of Kansas to
the place of beglnnlng.e This Dlstrlct shall be called South-
\eaetern Kansas and Nerthern Indlan Terrltory.‘

| "2. Beginning}at,the N. E. corner of McPhereon,Count,
thence eouth.withefhe westviineAef SouthFeasiern Disfridi of
Kansas to Oklahoma,'theﬁee north end West'with the north line

of Cheyenne County, PanhaﬁdietofﬂTexae, New Mexico to the Utahv

line, thence north on the Utah line to the Dolores River,

-“l--l‘-~l—-.0--.~~~~--'~~~—--— ’

(2) Mlnutes of N. E. Kensas, 1889.
\



thence east thru Colorado to the north 11ne of Greely County

and with the north llne of chhlta, Scott Lane, Ness, Rush,

Barton, Rice, and McPherson, to the place of beglnnlng. |
This dletrlct 'to be known as South-western Kﬁnsas, South-

ern Colorado, and No-Man s Land. | |

fAll of Texas, Oklahoma,‘Indlan Territor#gnOt'includedfin
the above named dlstrlcts ehall constltute the Dlstrlct of Tex- |
as, Okldhoma, and Sowthern Indlan Terrltory. ,ﬁi | -
Respectfully subm1tted, |

| S. B Sharp |
| ,kDaﬂleloVaﬁlman*’%_t“ .

‘D'. W Stouder. (3) 5

Allfalteratlonsvmadekafter:this}errangement4heVe heen of

rather minor importance.

In harmony with the above,-ln 1893 the name of the North-

western dlstrlct was changed from Northwestern Kansas and Col- ae

orado District to Northwestern Kansas and Northern Colorado \
District. 1In 1897 the Fort Colllns and St Vraln churches
aeked to be perm1tted to form all of Colorado 1nto a dlstrlct
to be called the Dletrlct of Colorado.’ ThlS was deferred one "k
year, ‘when, at the request of the Grand Valley Church, it was
granted. (4) In 1906 the Rocky Ford Church asked Conference
of Southwestern Kansas to be transferred along w1th the churcha
of Southern Colorado to the proposed Dlstrlct of Colorado,
which request was granted but at the petitlon of the same fr"'
church in 1907 the change was never made.(;(5){qfr

e e we e wn mp cm P Wa M M -’v-milml--—-

Southern Kansas Mlnutes, 1891, . 3. PR
Minutes of N. W. Kansas, 1897, 1898.
Mlnutes of S. W. Kanses, 1906 1907. =
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In 1908 1t was proposed that Colorado Sprlngs, Colorado
Clty, and Manltou be transferred to Southwestern Kansas, "they
being fln&nClally able to help them."{ These p01nts were mige-

(6)
silons and were too hedvy a burden for the Northwestern Dlstrlct

The change proposed was not mede. L

Some chenges have occurred 1n connectlon w1th the South-
western District. In 1895 Cowley County was ass1gned to the
Southeastern District. A’ petltlon was presented at the ‘same
time from both the Ramona and Peabody churches asklng that they
be trasnferred to the Southwestern Dlstrlct. They were ac=-

-

cepted subJect to the aoproval of the Dlstrlct whlch they were
leaving. (7) Thls was subsequently glven.f Ramona, houever,
in 1902, begged to be released sxnce Northeastern clalmed her,
‘no other reason being offered : Thls clalm was allowed The
word "Oklahoma" was by Conferenoe actlon (1905) dropped from .
the name of the Dlstrlct. “In 1901 Southeastern Kansas had ac=
ceded to a request from Oklahoma and Indlan Terrltory to make
the state llne the dlstrlot boundary~between'her terrltory and
that of the new dlstrlct recently formed to the South It was
found in 1909 that the Mlaml, N M., church was within the
“1limits of no organlzed dlstrlct, and at her request, she wa.s
1dent1f1ed with Southwestern Kansas, her boundarles belng i=
dentical with those of Colfax County.' o 4
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(6) Minutes of N. W. Kﬁhsas;,iéos;,
(7) Minutes of S. W. Kansas, 1895.




'CHAPTER XI
. LOSSES BY VEMIGRATION

At the same time that the Brethren weré pourlng into Kan-‘
sas there was also started an emlgration from the state. Ok=-
»1ahoma, Texas; Colorado, and Callfornla,>were the attractions.‘
The agehts were pr;ctically the Sam@vas those whd Wgré adver-

- tising Kansas so highly. ’They_drew hoﬁeseekersvnot oniy from
Kansas, but from the whole central and eastern‘sections of the
Unlted ‘States. w L |

The idea of bettling Brethren in Texas orlglnated in the“
summer Qf 1887 whlle a committee was tourlng Kansas to locate
a college. Professor Sharp méf’George‘L. McDonaugh and to=-

. gether they gave shabe to the scheme. A lengthy acgoﬁntvwaé
giveh in tﬁe Gospel MeSsenger; (1) Two’of the chief induce-
menté which.Texas had to offer wére peach cuimuré and improved
étock raising.

A church had been established at Lipscomb, Texasg by Elder
Washiﬁgton Wyland,‘formerlj ochredOnia,vKansés. This placse
was the destinatidn of‘tWo'éxcursibns»én the Southern;Kansag
Railroad on Jan 25 and Feb. 8, 1888. Gené;al Agént McDbnaﬁgh‘
was in charge of both of them. Tickets were sold at half fare

from.St. Louis and Kansas City and were éood for 60 déys. (2)

Feb. 22, 1888kS.SZ.Sharp,'Bishop M. T. Baer, and Dr. T. J;i

Nair, left McPhersbn on a missionary and prospecting tour to -
the fanhandle. They were later: joined by Bishops Lemuel Hill-
ery and T. G. ‘Winay and Agent Ged.'L.‘MCDonaugh.‘ The party

(1) Aug. 30, 1887. , ‘ ‘
(2) G..M. Jan. 1888. | -
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proceeded to Lipscomb,,Texﬁs; vThey fouﬁd‘thét_the Bréthfenh
were pioneers in TimmsAbity, Ocheltree,kKiessﬁell{,and Farwell;i
"and received flattering qffeis to’induée,more mémbers to come.
A sﬁpplemegt containing eight lérge pages“appeared inrcdn-

nection with the Gospél Messengei of March 27, 1888. This was
devoted to Southern Kanbas, Indian Territory, and the Panhandla
A map showed the location of churches and Brethren steelements.
Professor Sharp gave an elaborate acoount of Texas under the |
following sub-heads: Towns,“séil, climate,rrainfall, cattle
’ranches, immigration, 3001ety,,and the land laws of Texas.
Immigration, he reported, was 1argely from Kansas, and the
Brethren seemed espe01ally well adpated to the conditions of
society preva;llng in Texas. The Quakers also had an eye on
the land, but they and the<3rethren would»work tpgether very
“harmoniously. He cited thejfolléwing land laws of the state:

1. All school lends shall be sold at not less than $2.00
an acre and all lands havingifermanent water at not less than
$3.00. 7

2. All purchaseré of school land may ﬁurchase‘nof‘léss
than one quarter or more than one sectidn of4watered iand nor
more than thrcé gquarters of dry 1and; |

3. No land may be purchased for any corporatlon as spec-A
uvdators in land. Only actual settlers can buy school land. |

4. Tefﬁs: zuat time of purchdse and 1/40 each year with f
accrued 1ntere;t 6n the remainder at 5‘%. : | | L

5. Failure to pay interest or a payment causés the iand R

to revert to the state.
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6. Purchasers may pay all at once, but no.dééd may.be 
secured until the expiration of three cqnsecuti#e yeahg;"‘

7. Purchasers may sell'claims at any time to fhose a?’
greeing ﬁo comply with‘the Texas land laws; _

8. Sections upon which towns are bullt are not. subJect
to the above prov181ons, but a tltle may be obtalned when 20
houses have been bullt and occupled. |

The laws of Texas prohibit Sunday 1abor, or géhing; éai-'
rying weapons of}defense, unlawfully selllng liquor; sellfng‘ﬁ
of futures, or engaging in‘runnihg bucket'shops, étc; ‘

Bishop Hillery's suhjéct‘was "My honest judgment as to
the Panhandle Country." HeL‘héld that the besfpart>was‘ffomw
Lipscomb to Ochiltiree, then ﬁb Kresswell and Farwell. br. Néir
and Bishop Winey and Baer also spoke in praise of thevCOQhﬁry,
the laiter's discussion covering more than a full pégegof théll
paper. : | R

What were known as "harvest excursions" weni td the'Pahé
handle later in 1888. Thelr dates Were Aug. 21, Sept. ll,v
Sept. 25, Oct 9, and Oct. 23. The tickets were limited to
30 days and stopovers g01ng W%st were permltted.‘ Mr McDonaﬁgh
was stationed in Khnbas Clty to dSSlSt the Brethren tourlsts (3) -

~Emigration to Texas has not ceased, but it no. 1onger takesq‘
placa #irge scale. The church at Llpscomb whloh gave so m.uchw
promige, seems to héve decllned, for in 1892, the bulldlng wa s
sold to a local school board. The members were. scattered and
prospects were blighted. In 1914 only eight churches were re-
ported, with a membership of 230. (4)‘ Since the mdnd tlmes in

R L L L T L T N YT

(3) G. M., 1888.
(4) Missionary VlSltor, May, 1915.
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Kansas were a fruitful_soufce of discontent and a cause of em=-
igration, tﬁere vas a falling off soon after 1888, and when
Subsequent hard timés‘came in the-nineties other places than
Texas were bidding for settlers.

Geo. L. McDonaugh and M: M. Bshelman were two of the lead=-
ing spirits in thévexodusktq California. As early as 1890
Eshelman made announcement of his intention td go to the Coast
and asked that ten families go with him. He preﬁerréa youhgér
people, and held out two inducemenﬁs, namely, the building up
of a church and the healthfulness of the country. (5) By 1892 .
he was Immigration Agent for the Santa Fe Railroad Company and -
McDonauvugh Traveling Agent. ZExcursions in charge of Eshelman
left Kansas City (1892) Jan. 27, Feb. 24, Mar. 23, Apr. 27,

May 25, June 29, July 27, Aug. 24, Sept. 28, Oct. 26, Nov. 23,
'and Dec. 28. (6) ' ' .

One of the results ofvthe settlement inJSouthern Calif -
ornia was the founding of iordéburg Coilege, at‘Lo;dsburg, Seve
eral Kansas men being the leading promoters of the project.
This college is.the dniy Brethren schocl west of Kansas. It~
draws the patronage largely\ffbm~;he coast states.\ The pres-
ent president is‘S..J. Miiler, A, B.,~McPherson College; A. M.
University‘of Kansaé. He is the successbr of Edward Franz,

D, D., sometime president/of McPherson College.

In 1895 there was a general restlessness inkKansas because
of the crop failures of the last few years. Then began an ex-
odus to North Dakota. IﬁkApril (1895) a\party'from‘lndiana'was
increased at St. Paul by’Brethren from Kansas and other stdtes,u

(5) G. M. Jan. 28, 1890.
(6) G. M., 1892,
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making a total of 400, This was regarded as a largé bod& of
colonists. They were bound for the Red River Valley. (7

In 1898 the Northern Pacific. Rallroad advertlsed (8) the
Carfare from Kansas Clty to\Carrlngton, N. D., at %15 15, a- :
greeing to sell for two cents a mile from Llssourl, Kansas and
Nebraska to St. Paul if 20 persons Would purchase tlckets. -
There were‘tO'be free colopist sléepers. One‘excur81on started
Tuesday, March 22, 1898. (9) The Great Northern advertlsed ¥
the same rate. One of their excursions left Kansas‘Clty, Mar.
29, 1898. Devil's Lake and Turtle Mountain sections'wére the
objective points. | | » o

At the present time California and Florida,pffér attrac~ -
tions to the Kansas Brethren, chiéfly howéver,f%o;oléer béo- T
ple who are retlrlng with a competence, or to the wéa1thief -
class who desire good investments. California land agents are_‘
apparently inactive but ¥lorida promoters have 1nterested'conf"
siderable capital land neap Ft. Loudefdale, MiamifandiAfbadia.,
C. H. Slifer, formerly of Abilene, has figured prominehtly as .
land agent in Kansas. Land has been bought by‘parties‘from
Abilene, Larned, McPherson, and othef>places where.thékaeth-k
ren possess considerable wealth. | i |

~~-“nm'u-u---~‘-uﬁqﬂn- B

G. M., 1895.

(7)
(8) G. M., 1898.
(9), Ibid.



CHAPTER XII
MCPHERSON COLLEGE

In 1883 when the Annual Conference was held at Bismark
Grove (near Lawrence) Professor S. Z. Sharp, then a member of
the faculty of Mt. Morris College, I11., and a ploneer‘gg schod
work in the church, applied to the Committee of Arrangements
of that gathering for a place to hold an aducationél'méeting.
After some persuasion his request was granted, and at the meet-
ing Profecsor Sharp was elected chalrman and Bishop H. B. Brum=-
baugh of Juniata College, Huntingdon, Pa., secretary. Several
teachers and trustees from both Mt. Morris and Juniata Colleges
were present. The business of this first educational>meeting
consisted in the discussion Qf’such problems as have usually
come to pioneer cbileges and a plan was adopted to éultivate
fraternal feeling and a spirit of'community between the col=~
leges of the church. h

Shortly after this the Rock Island railroad decided upon
making Herington the center of their system in Kansas. Thinke
ing that this might be a location favorable for a college
Professor Sharp bought some land near’the town and made known
to Mr. Herington the promotor of the town, his plan of estab-
lishing avcollege at that place. lr. Herington was so well
pleased with the ideé that he offered to dpnate @30,000 toward
the project and to furnish a bheantiful campus on a fine elev=-
ated location. He also took pains to publish this movement
as an advertigement in favor of his town. |

Immediately other towns offered inducements to the Breth-
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ren. Bishop . S. Mohler, a very influéntial leader, championed
the cause of Morrill. Bishop M. M. Eshelman of Belleville did
the same for his town. Prof. G. G. Lehmer of Quinter, super-
intendént of Goge County, sought to have established in the
vcounty seat a Brethren Normal Schocl. (1)»fFredonia vas rep-
resented by Bishop M.T. Baer, whilé Bishop Enbch Evy suggésted
Hutchinson. Of this situation Professor Sharp'wrdfe: %?The
greatest difficulty I found in the way of a good school being
established in Kansas or Nebrasks by the Brethren is that each
community wants a school dn its own fown. This divides the
educational interest into more than twenty fragments and each
one is too weak to live long." (2)

This spirit of division was condemned by an able article
in the "Gospel Messenger" from the pen of M. M. Eshelman. In
connection with a mention of school proposals at Morrill, Chan-
ute, Ottawa, Herington, and Quinter, he asked: "Can the Breth-
ren support five schools west of the Missouri River?" He pled
that all 1éca1 and selfish interests be laid aside and that all
parties concentrate on one good 1o¢ation. Editorial@%he paper
agreed with this suggestion.\ (3) G:iG. Lehmer, replying a
while later, agreed with the idea and éuggested that the sev-
eral cﬁmmittees get fﬁeir ﬁroposals in mind and meet in an ed-
ucational sessionAat‘the coming ottawa Conference (1887). May |
17 Professor Sharp was able to announce that arrangements had
ﬁeen perfected for éuch a meeting on Monday, May 30.

. M, Mar 1, 1887. .

1) G
2) G. M., Sept. 7, 1886
3) G. M. Mar., 8, 1887

PN~
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Educational seﬁtiment had grown amazingly in the church
since 18683, as was evidenced by the presence of several thous-
and interested members at this meeting. Professor Sharp was
elected chairman. The chief business before the meeting was
the location of a college owned and controlled by the districts
of Kansas. The champions of the several competing towns were
present to speak in behalf of their projects. A motion car-
ried that a committee be appointed to investigate all thé in=
ducements offered and to locate a college. In order to harm-
onize all contending elements the chairman appointed on thét
committee a member from eacﬁ of the locations advocated, namely
Enoch Eby, M. M. Eshelman, J. S. Mohler, M. T. Baer, and G. G.
Lehmer. Professor Sharp was added as an advisory member. The
committee entered upon its work at once. Meanwhile Abilehe and
Winfield had entered the racé. At McPherson a college build=-
ing association was formed and chartered and an agent was sent
to accompany the committee on its tour of investigation with
the plan of outbidding each competitor.

Professor Sharp started to Kansas July 5, 1887. In Kansas
City he was joined by J.S. Mohler and at Junction City by M.

M. Eshelman. After being joined by the three other members of
the commitiee they visited the following places: Wichita,
Wellington, Great Bend, Winfield, Quinter, Parsons, Ottéwa,
Morrill, Abilene, ﬁavarre, Herington, Fredonia, Belleviilﬁ,
McPherson, and Junction City. They found Boards of Trade int-
erested everywhere. Parsons was one of the first towns to make
a liberal offer. At Winfield Geo. L. McDonaugh joined the

party. On August 23, the Gospel lessenger announced that
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McPherson had been selected as the site of the new college.
Sik reasons for the choice were assigned, viz., a good water
supply, a commuhity-of Brethren near at hand, written promises
by responsible partieé,ya central location, good railroads, a
temperate community. The committee was unanimous on every
point. The offer made by McPherson consistéd of a gift of ten
acre campus and the agreement tp lay off in lots 150 acres of
land near the town, sell the lots and'from the proceeds pay to
the college $56,000, all of which except $6,000 was to be in-
vested in 5uildings. The name séleCted by the committee was
"McPherson College and Indus£rial Institute.“'

A charter wags at once obtained empowering the institution
to maintain a Department of Liberal Arts, an Industrial Depart-
ment, a Normal Department, a Commercial Department, and a De=-
partment of the Bible. The term of the corporation was 999
years. .The care aﬁd manégement of the coilege was vested by
the by=-laws in a Board of Trustees, a Board of Instructors and
a Board of Visitors. The first Board of Tnustees consisted of
M. M. BEshelman, M. T, Bagr, J. S. Moﬁler, G. G. Lehmer, Percy
J. Trostle and Christian;Hope; Provision was made whereby dir-
ect control by the church might come about. Sec. 2 of Article |
III of the by-laws reads: "As soon as the District Conferences
of the German Baptist Church in the,Stéte of Kansas or any of
the said conferences shall agreé to assume its share of the
controlbahd supervision of the college, they shall respectively
be authorized each fo elect two trustees annually." TFor var=-
ious reasons the control here contemplated was not assumed un-

til 1912 when ten districts of Kansas and surrounding states
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elected trustees.

As soon as the trustees received a deed to the ten acres
and a guaranty for the $56,000 in cash M. . Eshelman; Geo.
Studebaker, G. G. Lehmer and S. G. Lehmer were sent.Out to sell
“ the lots laid out in the 150 acre tract. The lcPherson Col=-
lege Building Association included in their contract 80 acres
Jjust east of the college for an induétrial'farm. The pfojéct
of an agricultural department was destined not to be realized
until later. The agents sent out to sell lots went thru Kansas,
Missouri,‘lllinois, Indiana,flowa, and Nebraska, selling for
part cash and part in notes secured by mortgage. The cash was
used to start the building and the notes were placed in fhe
Second National Bank of McPherson to'the amount of $25,000 and
debentures issued upon them. An agent ﬁas sent to New York,
Philadelphia; and Baltimore to sell these debentures, but
failed entirely to do éo. Then Professor Sharp went among his
acquaintances in Illinois and sold $20, 000 of the debentures
to two of his friends and thus secﬁred means to complete the
vcollege dormitory.

In order to sell lots'and attract settlers provision was
made that anydne investing $300 was to have a free pass.on any
railroad west of Chicagq; for a #500 investment there was a
pass from any point in thé United States; for douBle these a-=-
mouﬁts there was a free return ticket. All passes were to be
good until Jan. 1, 1888.

This selling of lots brought a torrent of grievances to
the trustees and in 1890 opportunity was given to all having

grievances to make known the same to a committee appointed by
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Annual Conference. This committee composed of Enoch Evy, John
Wise, D. E.vPripe, Jacob Witmore, and D. L. Miller; met in lc-
Pherson, July 15, and continued in session nine days. 1In brief
the findings of thevcommittee were that the sale of 1ots wa s
at first not in the hands of the Brethren and that the general
prosperity of the time caused too high an éstimatioh ofvalues.
Sept. 26, tre first session of the college opened in the
~dormitory, then the only building on the campus. Sixty stud-
ents were enrolled the first day. The enrollment for the year
reached 206. The faculty for the first year consisted of:

S. Z. Sharp, A. M, LL.D., President
Mental and Moral Science.

Leonard Huber, A. M., ' ‘
Ancient and Modern Language

Howard Miller, Ph.D.,
Natural Science and Engliish (4)

§. G. Lehmer, Ph.B.,
Hathematics

G. Gu Lehmer’ ) *
Normal Training

A, L. Snoelberger,
Commercial Branches

Freeman G. Muir,
Music

Geo. E. Studebaker
Business Manager

The second school year began Sept. 3, 1889. Two notewor=-
thy additions were made to the faculty, Professor S. E. Fahnes=-
tock, Who took charge of the Commercial Department and Mrs.
Amanda Fahnestock, teacher of StenographyﬁandbTypewriting.
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(4) Dr. Miller remained but half a year when he entered
the service of the U. P, Railway. Miss Frances Dafidson, A.M.
succeeded to his place in the college.
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Professor Féhnestock was continuously connected with the in-
stitution intil his resignation in 1911; He met his death in
January, 1912, while bathing on the beach in California. Mrs.
Fahnestock is now a teacher in thé Bible Department of the Col-
1egé. The third year, which began Sept. 2, 1890, marked the
advent of Edward’Frantz into the history of the college. He
remained one of the most important factors in its growth until
1911, serving as president from 1902 until the date just ind-
icated. The year closed with a small beginning of.a colleg-
jate department and an enrollment of 317,

At this juncture two efents happened which threatened
prospects which were uniformly pleasing. One was the drouth
and the consequent failure of the Kansas "boom". The other
was the dishonesty of the officefs of the Second National Bank
of McPherson to whom were entrusted the college funds. The
insolvency of the bank thoroughly embarassed the McPherson Col~
lege Building Association, but Daniel Vaniman.was able to make
arrangements for the completion of the second story of the main
college building; The college was now at its lowest ebb fin-
ancially, but wa s making forward strides in the educational
world. The Ndrmal Department of which President Sharp was now
the head, grew by leaps and bounds. In the early 90'5 92 per
 cent of the teachers in McPherson County had attended the col=-
lege. State certificates were granted to graduates of the
Normal Department. (5)

In 1896 President S. Z. Sharp severed his connection with |

(5) 5;55;;;;;“§£;;;r;*;;;respondence with the writer and

contemporary accounts in the Gospel Messenger are the sources
for the first part of this chapter.
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the college, shortly afterwards starting another college at
Plattshurg, Mo., which, however, proved an unsuccessful venture
C. E. Arnold,vA. M., profeésor of mathematics succeeded to the
presidency. The institution receivéd a new charﬁer and the
present name, McPherson College, was formally adopted Feb. 12,
1898.

One clause §f the present charter requires that "noné of
the corporate property now owned or hereafter acquired shall
be mortgaged or in any way encumbered." Under President Arn-
01d's direction the normal and the collegiate departments grew
both in numbers énd in generalleffectiveness. In 1902 it was
felt that in the death of President Arnold the inétitution sus=
tained an irreparable loss, but Edward Frantz proved to be an
bable successor. Iﬁ 1909 Dr. Frantz, on account of failing
health, withdrew from his duties at the college to recuperate
in California. In 1911 Dr. John A. Clement a graduate of the
Univefsity of Kansas and of the University of Chicago became
president. .He served two yearsg, leaving to accept a position
in the department of Eduéatioh in Northwestern University.
The present incumbent is Dr. Daniel Webster Kurtz.. President
Kurtz is a graduate of Juniata College, Pa., and took both
his A. M. and B. D, at Yale. From the latter he received a
travelling fellowship and spent eighteen months in the univers-
ities of Marburg, Leipzig, and Berlin. Juniata College honored
him in 1911 with the D. D. Dr. Kurtz has toured Europe, Pal-
estine, and Egypt, and is much in demand as a lecturer on travd
religion and education.

Possibly 6,000 students have attended lMcPherson College
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since i887. These, of course, have been drawn chiefly from

the Central Section, but students often come from the Atlantic
or Pacific Coast. The alumni association nﬁmbers perhaps 500,
of whom about 300 have completed the normél or college courses.
A study of the alumni roll shows that teaching attracts most
of the graduates, at least for a few years after leaving col-
lege, although there has always heen a strong encoufagemeﬁt to
the "back-to-the-farm" movement. Medicine, the law, the min-
istry, and merchandising claim many of the graduates.v

In the spring of 1909 the college bought an adjacent farm
of 160 acres for an experimentél station for a future depart-
ment of agriculture. This department was established in 1913,
at which time domestic science was also added to the curricu=-
lum. In the summer of 1909 lir. Jémes Richardson, a retired
farmer of Galva, Kansas, made provisions whereby, at his death,
the ‘college secures a farm of 160 acres, the proceeds of the
Sale of which are to be used in the construction of an agricult
ural hall. As in the case of some others of the colleges of
Kansas, McPherson College is in a campaign to secure $200, 000
endowment so as‘to meet one of the requirements of a standard-
ized éollege. Perhpas half of this'is already available. Sup-
nort is secured by tuitions; endowment interest and gifts by
friends of the.institution. _

Until 1912 the control of the college was vested in a
board of five trustees chosen by the stockholders, a body of
electors consisting of pefsons who had given at least $100 to
the institution, receiving the privilege of casting one vote

for each $100 thus given. According to the charter the con-
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trol could be exercised directly by the church as soon as she
was willing to assume the responsibility. In 1912 the voters
at annual election decided to ask for chureh control. This
was readily assumed by ten districts, inclﬁding all of KanSas,
Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Colorado, and'Eastern Utah, and
each district now elects a trustee. Southwestern Kansas, in
which the college is located, elects one trustee af large and
five resident at McPherson, the latter, with the president of
the college ex=-officio, constituting the executive committee.
The annual meeting of the trustees occurs in January, at which
time, in addition to routine duties that body outlines the
policy of the school. At present the board is constituted as
follows:
Southwestern'Kansés
J. J. Yoder, McPherson, President.
F. P. Detter, McPherson, V. Pres.
. J.'quniy, McPherson, Secretary
J. N. Dresher, lMcPherson
J. A, Flory, McPherson o
J.'Edwin Jones, Wﬁchita
D. W. Kurtz, McPherson, ex-officio.
Northeastern Kansas -- W. A. Kinzie, Lone Star.
Northwestern Kansas -- Geo. W. Burgen, Waldo
Southeastern Kansas -- G. E. Shirlty, Madison
Nebraska =~ C. J. Lichty, Carleton
Northern Missouri =~ E. G. Rodabaugh, Stet
Middle Missouri -~ Jas. M. Mohler, Leeton

Southern Missour =- Chas. W. Gitt, Cabool
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Oklahoma == A, L.'Boyd, Cordell

W. Colo. and E. Utah =-- F. L., Baker, Fruita, Colo.

The college has five buildings. The dormitory, built in
1887, afforded recitation rooms for some time until the ﬁain
building, which was compzéted by the addition of a third story
in 1898, was ready of occupancy. These were adequate to. the
need for some time. The library erected in 1906 was the gift
of Andrew Carnegie, and its supbort is guvaranteed by endowment
according to the plan of the donor; Faculty, students and
friends subscribed to the library.endowment. In 1911 the Al=-
umni Gymnasium was erected. The last building, the ladies'
dormitory, is now in the process of construction. It will ac-
commodate 72 girls. It is to cost about $25,000 and will be
ready for occupancy by September, 1916.

While the college is the property of the Church of the
Brethren and while the claims of the denominétion are urged,
there is no creedal test for admission or graduation. Courses
in the Bible are offered, but 6nly a-very small amount of cred-
it in them is required, and this is often'eiected from studies
which have no denominational ﬂias. Much stress is laid on the
literature and’the ethiecs of the Bible.

Troublesome questions have arisen from time to time re-
specting the policy of the church toward the college. In one
form or another the demand has always been that the college be
constructive in advancing the principles of the church and that
in its leadership it shouid more conservatively so as to cause
no church divisions. The storm center has been the principle

of simplicity and of democracy to which the Church of the



Brethren is so intémately attabhed. For example in 1892 a
query was presented asking "that students at college who are
transients be not allowed to vote for ministers, as such actio%
undermines the fundamental principleé of our church governmeni%
In later years, howeveb, éince many 6f,the chﬁrch leaders
are former students of the college or are at least>5etter in=-
formed as to its administration, there is noticeably less.crit-
icism. The annual Bible Institute, held annually in Januéry,
always secures the attendance of perhaps 100 patrbns and friend
of the college who thus view'the working. of the institution at
close range. Then, too, the teachers frequently lecture, con-
duct Sunday School or Bible Institutes, or revivdls, etc. in
various communities, thereby securing the confidence of a con-

stituencyg which furnishes the larger part of the student body.
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"CHAPTER XITITI
PHILANTHROPIC AND OTHER ACTIVITIES

The idea of an insurance’society orgehized as a.society
in the church apparently origineted in Kansas; Inkthe Gespel
Messenger of March 113_1884, J. B, Hilkey of Oﬁerbrook made‘
the suggestion, adding,'however, fhat he had been requeeted
to do. so. He argued that cheaper insurance could be thus af-

- forded and that it was aﬁ injﬁstice to theee who ha& insured in
vother companies to be asked;jafﬁer~paying their own policies,
to turn and help some unfortunate member,ewho, not having in-
surance, had sustained a heavy Ioss, (1) The force of his
argument is apparent. | A‘

A very practica1 etep'was teken,'whether because of the
above suggestion or not dbés not e?pea;, when on;ﬁerch 14 end
15, 1884, delegates from the Belleville end WhifekRock churches
met "to form some mefhod of epp;ying 2 Cofiﬁthians 8:9-15."
This step was taken with the understanding that if it proved
a success, it might be extended tolother churches. The«orgaﬁ-
ization was called “The,Breﬁhfen's special.werk of Benevolence",
and it purposed to make good'ahyrloss 5y fife; 1igytning, or
storms, paying three-fourths of the value‘of the damaged prop=
erty. Jas. L.‘Switzer‘of White Rock was‘secretaiy of the soc-
jety. (2) I have no dataeehowingkthe subsequent hietbry of
the ﬁenture. | o | | ‘_

The Brethren's Mutual A1d b001ety of Northeastern Kansas -
was organlzed at Ozawkle, Jefferson County, April 1, 1885. The

(1) Gospel Messenger, 1884.
(2) 1Ibia.



-9~

following were the first officers:
President Dr. P. R. Wrightsman, Empdrié.‘

V. Pres. J. D. Tfostle, Plyﬁpton.

Secretary, 5. B. Kathefmgn, Lawrence.

fTreasurér, T, G. Winey, Lawrence .

'DerbtorS o |

- Geo. Myers
Henry Lauvef‘v
Jacob Vaniman

It was agreed that an entrance fee of twb dol;ars should
be chargéd; that the asseésmen§ be ¥ mill for each doliar in-
sured, that there be no policies issued until at least $50,000
worth of properfy be insured, and that each idcal church’in
the district appoiﬁt two solicitors or‘é@praisers; (3) This
was purely a dlstrlct affalr.

The flrst annual meetlng of the 8001ety was held at the
Pleasant fBrove Church, south from Lawrenqe, Jan. 12, 1886. Bus-
inesgs had beén‘prosperpus. ’Policies’to the'amoﬁht of $35,000
had been issuéd, and the sdciety was free from debt. It was
agreed to extend the benefits éf the orgdnization to the whole
s%ate of Kansas. Aside from,the;substitutidn of the hame of
John C. Metsker for that of Jacob Vaniman the officers'réﬁained
. the same. The society:pledgédnitself to pay‘iosses‘within
60 days. (4) ' e c

| The volume.. ofAbﬁsiness7continued'to\grow. VIn ;88?Ait wasf
announced\tﬁat Missouri, Colopado and Nébraskg‘would be includal
in the terriforf of fhe society. Policies had been'issuéd‘uﬁ
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(3) Gospel Messenger, 1885,
(4) 1Ibid, 1886.
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’to a totaljof $#275,000.- (5) 1In 1888 bvéf $400;§00\weeacovered
by the insurance and in 1889 $533, 859;'rihereVWere now;268fboi; ;
icy holders and an assessment was mede of 22 mllls. (6) e

The report of business for the year 1915 shows that there
were 421 pollcles igsued and 76 new members added, maklng a.
total of 1160 policy holders. Dec. 1, 1915 property to the
amount of #2,941,074 was covered by theglnsurance.r The asoess-
ment for 1916 is two mills. (7)‘?}‘ |

The association insures only forhnembers'ef,the‘church,
but property may be~insured‘ﬁor avhueband and~wife if‘onlj one
is a member. Buildings, furniture, impiemente; etock,igrein;
and hay may be insured. The headquertersjcf,the;eesociafion V
are af Overbrook;‘ J. L. Hoover is pre51dent and Mrs. Myrtlej‘h
- H. Hoover, secretery. |

The Brethren have always consldered 1t e rellglous duty
to look after their poor.and dependent aged The Conference
of 1857 merely gave exprees1on to a praCulce long establlshed_
when it said, "A member of the church should not be put into
the poor house .if it can 90551b1y be av01ded ne

It was particularly fitting that Blshop Enoch Eby should

make the first fruitful suggestlon of an "0ld Folks Home." In‘

doing this he said "It. 1s a burnlng dlsgrece to put members in

the poor house. It is purely 1oca1, and we entertaln the :

pleasing hope that it prevalls to a very llmlted extent. Inlf
my travels I have neuer found the\place yet, thank God.; I;am
in favor of an "Old Folks Home" near a town w1th a well dis=~
ciplined old-fashioned church in 1t, 1n whlch to worshlp-- (8)r:¥i
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(6) Gospel Messenger, Aprll 1889 2 y_g~’j\,ﬁu
(7) Secretary's Report, 1915. - S B
(8) Gospel Messenger, Apr., 20, 1886. R
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The matter came up inSe conspicuonsIWay'whenSéonference of
1887, thru a committee reported agalnst a matlonal home, but
’ favored referring the propositlon to the dlstrlcts or states (9)‘
In line with this the edltor of the Gospel Messenger suggested,
March 20, 1888, that there mlght be two or three such homes in o
the Brotherhood, and that Iowa, Mlssourl, Nebrdska, Colorado, |
California and Kansas mlght support one of them.;’i S 7

At the Conway Springs Conference of Southern Kansas (1888):
a commlttee of five, composed of Lemuel Hlllery, S Z Sharp,
Enoch Lby, John Wise, and Washington Wyland wa 8 de31gnated tor
organize a Home or take steps in that dlrectlon. It was de-
cided to ask the other dlstrlcts of Kansas, Mlssourl and Neb-
raska to join in the propositlon. If they Were favorable edch
was requested to app01nt a commlttee to confer.; If 1t was felt

the territory 1ndlcdted was . too large, suggestlons and prefer-
ences of congregatlons were to be sent to the commlttee of five.

Northwestern Kansas was the flrst to glne nssent to the
plan and on May 28, 1888 app01nted a commlttee of flve to act
with the committee of Southern Kﬁnsas. Northeastern Kansas
deferred the matter a year, and on Aprll 20, 1890 delegated
three members to confer. , , h g | |

The committee of Southern Kansas reported 1n 1889 that it
'had decided: , } k'w e\_., ”M' .

1. To send Blshop Eby as a representatlve to confer w1thi;j

the representatlves of the other dlstrlcts 1n regard to form-{;fﬁ
ulating a plan to locate and manage the Home.lir“j“y

. m W e e b e R e e e m R N TR WS e O

(9) Conference Report, 1887.,~s‘
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2. To leave the location to the general committee rep-
resenting the severalwdistricts, but to make the following re-
commendations: » |

a. That éhere;be due regafd to facilities for church and
sﬁifitual advantages.r

b. That there be: good raiiroad facilities.

c. That as many;Cottages be built as needed.

d. That the Home be built and maintained by -donations
and endowments. |

e. That the work of locating and building be not com-
menced with less than $7,400.

A form of charter was suggésted but notﬁing was said as
to how much terriﬁory waé to be included. (10)

‘The genéral éommittee met in McPherson July 16, 1896; e-
lected E. Eby, Chairman, ;. H.lcrist, Secretary, and John HOl- <
linger, Treasurer;‘ It was decided to confine the territory to
Kansas, to ask-for offers of money and endowment, to receive
offers of a locaﬁidn, and to meet again Oct. 7, at Booth, Kan=-
sas. At this‘méeting Booth (now Darlow) was decided upon as
the location, an 80 acre farm was bought at a cost of $3,500;
(%1,000 of it being a’dpnatipn), dnd a constitution was pro-
posed. The legal name:agfeed ﬁpon was "The Aged, Infirm and
Orphansf Home ." The five trustées were to be elected by the
four districts. i(ll) | o

Conference ?f Soufﬁérn Kansaé (1891) accepted the work of
the committee with the_additiona1~proviSion;\thaf the trustees
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(10) Minutes of Southern Kansas, 1889.
(11) Minutes of.S. Kan. Conf. 1891.
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the same nelchborhood if doemed best, and that the trustees
should never under any 01rcumstances involve the 1nst1tut10n -
in debt. (12) | | B ,, }““ |

The institutioﬁ was‘oﬁened Sépt; l;llé9$'ﬁitﬂ Elder J. P.
Harshbarger and wife'in”chéfge astsupefintendenﬁs; The flrst
trustees were: E. Eby, Foreman, S L. Myers, A531stant Fore-
man, A. F,. Miller, Tredsurer, M. W. Metsker, Secretary, J ' B.
' Wolfe, Assistant Secretary.~:Money»was soliclted far and near,
4B1shop Eby making a trip thru Iowa to secure funds. The mens-
vbership of Kansas is assessed for the malntenance of the Home .
’In 1903 it was found thatNSO ceﬁ@s per‘caplta would be neces-
sary; this, howevéf; has‘béehrfeduoed to 1bicénts; The prese=
ent superintendent of the Home is Elder Howard B Martin, late
; of Indlana. | : v | | N

The attempt of the Brethren to establlsh a hospital in
Kansas proved a fallure.ﬂ In 1900 Mr. and Mrs. Gressem of Iola
“asked the Dlstrlct to place a m1551onary in that 01ty. The
board complied with the request and placed Mlss Mary Wlse of
Nevada, Mo. in charge of a mission. Interest was aroused,v :
Whereupon the 01ty offered to ald in equippingfa¥small hosﬁifaifk
Private donations amountlng to a few hundred dollars were re=- |
ceived. The 1nst1tut10n was to be known as tbe "Dunker Hos-
pital® and it was to open Jan 15, 1900, w1th W. H. Miller in
charge, 3551sted by Mrs. Zoa, Gressem.‘ The ‘purpose was to treati
the very poor free and to charge ;egular prlces for patlents -
sent by socletles, the county, or the city.. (13) Plans were g
suddenly blighted by the adverse report of a. commlttee of three'f

- e o 00

(12) Minutes of S. Kan. Conf.,,189l.
(13) ¢. M., Jan. 13, 1900.



representlng the local church and the dlstrlct.: The fitle
"Dunker Hospltal" was no longer to be applled to the instltu- :
tion. Subsequently all the members except those dlrectly conw=
necced withdrew their support. : h = |
The Chlld Rescue and Orphan Society (14) of the Church of
the Brethren was organlzed with a chdrter Dec. 16 1908. ‘This
work, the scope of wnlch is 1n general indlcated by the name
Jof the society, is undenomlnatlonal but is under the ausplces

of the church in Kansas and Coidrédo. The sp301a1 field of

the goclety is ‘among the orphans, the abandoned, the neglected,otV

and the destitute. It seeks to flnd homes for the homeless 1n

‘well=-to-de Christian famllles. Chlldren are recelved from

parents or guardians by release to the socmety, Wthh then be~ rh

comes the 1ega1 parent to prov1de homes for such chlldren. The
plan is at base educational. To 1nsure findlng proper homes
children are first placed on trlal and are changed if need be

until suitalbe homes are found

When first organlzed there was a managlng board of three

trustees elected by dietrlct conferences. ThlS number was sub« :g

sequently 1ncreased to five. The trustees employ a superin-

tendent who conducts the active work of the 3001ety. L. D Moh--g

4

ler who was in charge of rescue work 1n Southwestern Kansas

prior to the organlzatlon of the soczety 1n 1908 nds the flrst s

euperlntendent holding that offlce until his death in January
1909, Then E. D. Root former superlntendent of 51milar Work )

in Southeastern Kansas qerved until in December 1909, when T

because of failing health he reelgned., E. E. John of McPher-"'
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(14) I am indebted for data on the soc1ety to E E John,fi}
Supt., McPherson. ‘ , K e :vi,w~: Tl
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son has since served as the‘very efficient supérintendent. The
work is supported entirely'byvffee-will offerings. Under the
present orgéniZation over 133 boys/énd girls have been cared
for and placed in homes. | R | |

At present there isg a movelfd unite.thaywork of the Orphan -
Society with that of the 0ld Foiks} Home at barlow'thus putting
the two under the same’managémept.and securing a»deﬁenfioﬁ
home for the children under fhe care of the former.- - |

There was considerable sentiménﬁ in,thé:early eightiés in
favor of buying by public'subscription a homeé for Bishop Chris-‘r
tian Hope and his family. It was particularly appropriate that
the first missionary of the church should be thus honored.
Possivly S. Z. Sharp was the first person to suggest that the
home be selected in Kansas. TheiHOpes arrlved in New York from 
Scandinavié Aug. 8, 1886. Before that time Bishop D, L. Mil=-
ler of Mt. Morris, I1l. had co;leéted $117é.16'for thé purchase
of a home. SR | |

Thare were thréevthings to be.cohsideréd inbselecﬁing a
location: a suitable climate for Mrs. pre; proximity to Scan-
dinavians, and cheapness of 1dhd. M. M;‘Eghelﬁan suggested
the Republican Valley since many Swedes and Danes-were located
near that river. (1) Somebody else suggested Bonasa in Wich=-
ita County, which had prospects of a rallroad and also of be-
coming the county seat. »Doubtless other ‘places were mentloned.
In 1887 (16) a farm of 120 acres was bhught bétweén-Herington~
and White City in Morris County Accofding to Bishop Hope's o
own statement the total amount donated and turned over thru D.

. et W Gy Ba BN Eme G R SR S G W R WS ee S

(15) G, M. Oct. 6, 1885.
(16) G. M., Jan. 25.
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L Mlller was $2 792. 24 Thls represented the gifts 90 churche
. 10 Sunday Schools, and 812 members and frlends,~
,The glft Was very gratefully recelved by the family. Bish-
op Hope once said: "When IfgiVe up myrwork in Denmark I don‘t
want to have anyone say that I ever recelved a penny more than
- the support of my famlly for my work My ﬁlme is the Lord's,
‘and it shall be given to him freely.",' ' |
‘ But fhe resf;ess spirit of ihe missionafy refused to be
confinéd:to the place, and he at 1a$t'offéred it for sale. (l?)o
After the'death of thelbaniSQ leader the family moved to Mc~
Pherson where several of the chlldren entered the college. In
1914 Mrs. Hope moved to Sylv1a Kansas to llve with a son who
is a praculolng»dentlst at that place.‘ .
Few states have shown gredter growth in mlsslonary propa-f
ganda than nas Kbnoas. In 1885 the Brethren in the. whole state
gave only the rldlculoosly small sum of $53. 30 to the cause.
Thls, of course,,ls partly explained by the fact there were no
/regularly orgénized channels thru which to give. The church
was almost entlrely rural, there were no foreigo\missionaries
and there were few leaders Who were far- sighted enough to adopt
an aggressive pol;cy. Indeed, it was not untll 1893.§hatithe
idea of a mission in.Chiha wa s présentéd.rklf came from a Kan-
.sén who was 1a£er to spendySomé time’on the-mission field in
Sweden. (18) ’}
Home missions began to receive attentions in the elghtles,

probably about 1885. Northwestern Kansas seems tc have been
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(17) G. M., Feb. 23, 1892. R
(180 A. W.Vaniman, G. M. July 18, 1893.
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the mosﬂ activé. ‘Sfatistics as to'the.amountfef money spent

in the dlstrlct do not reveal ~the real extent of the work.
Much of - the work was donated, or it often happened that the
Dlstrlct MlSSlOn Board hired some one to take - up the labor of
the itinerant preacher while he was eway from nome. The predch
er usually,vthough not always, depended on free-will offerlngs.
Usually sevefai;such men were selected by District Conference
as missionariesﬁfor one year at a tiﬁe.,_The district was div-
ided in such way that thellabors of the eﬁangelists might not
‘confiict. A part of the bu51ne s seselon of each conference
was devoted to the rece1v1ng of reports of the evangellsts.'
These reports conveyed such 1nformat10n as: territory covered, -
time spent, number of sermons dellvered, number of acce831ons
and the general'condltlon of the work. There was no effort
made in the larger toﬁns; In 1887 District Conferenee asked
thaf each‘minister preaeh one eermpn during the year on mis-
sions. From this time on miseiOns occupy a veryepromineng
plaee in the deliberetiOnS»efxfhe District Conference.‘-

In 1889 Northeastern Kansas (19) seﬂ'apart'six ministers
who se special‘work was to look afﬂer the isolated. Somewhat
the same pfopagaﬁda was carried on as just described. However,
the problem of the" cltles Wdo here undertaken, with the con-
sequence that in course of time preachlng services were held
or m1581on points establlshed_in such places as Elawabha, At
chieon,«Toﬁeka, KhhsasiCity, Oakhi;l, Emporia; and Clay Centeng
Mar. 1, 1898, it was reported that nine men had been baptised
at the state penitentiary. Of the‘several mission pointsr‘

-mn---nnnmuumnn-ns--

(19) Dist. Conf. Rep. 1889.
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‘named that of Kanyas Clty (Armourdale) 1s the most 1mnortant.
All of the otherb except Topeka, have, in fact been abandoned.
The migsion in the capltal clty'has*been organized as a self=-
supporting'congregation. | “ )

From information at hand it seems probable that home mis=-
sions had received recognition in Southwéstérn Kansasrin an
organized way‘befofe 1891,‘but'iﬁ‘thét year a reorganizafion
was rendered neceésary E& the redistricting of"the southe?n
half of the state. Theieupon a boaﬁd'of;five was @ppointed.
District workers were elected each year, tWo being the usual
number. Preaching, visiting churches, andidisﬁribﬁiing relng
ious tracts constituted their chief dgties.f

For some~years Southwestern Kansas has;suppOrted the
largest home missibnéry budget of the Brethren‘in the state{ 
Wichita Mission was opened in 1905. In three years there were
80}members under the leaderShip of Jééob Funk, one of the best
organizers in the church in Kansas . Many-of the converts came
from non-Bretﬁren homes. The Wichita church pledged $500 an=-
nually to help support the mlsblon. Thriving misSions were
subsequently opened in Newton, Hutchlnson and Larned.

The District Board is the custodlan of a small endowment
fund for work in the district. In 1903 with a part of this
fund they purcﬁased ah‘irrigated'farm of'8O5acfes in\Colorado..
In three years this was sold at a galn of $500, which sum was
added to the endowment. The pollcy of the Board usually calls

for about $4,000 to be ralsed annually in the dlsjrlct for the

support of the home workers.



- In 1908 the district assﬁmed the entire sﬁpport of the
Crumpackers in the mission fiéld of China. wor a period of
seven years (1904—1911) the McPherson church alone suﬁported
the Ebys in India. In 1905 the McPherson church began an égn
itation urging that Annual Conference feédmmend tithing to the
mnembership. Nothing came of this move.

The record for 1915 shows that Northééstern Kansas gave
to foreignAmissions 85 cents per dapita;,Northwestérn,'$l.44;
Southeastern, 60 cenfs; and Southwestern $1.02. Thé banner ¢
churches were Ramona $2.15 per capita; Ménitor, #2.04; Olathe,
$2.04; Larned, $1.94; Bloom, $1.27; and overbrook, $1.22. (21)

JAs a moulder of missionary sentiment the Student Volun=-
teer Band of McPherson Coilege has piayed a leading part es-
pecially among the stﬁdénts‘of that institution and hence &=
moﬁg the churches of the state. Orgaﬁized in 1895 as a part
of the world-w1de student movent it has encouraged colunteers '
both for home and foeign work. In 1896 there were 16 members,
8 of whom preferred the foreign field. Eight persons in the
college communlty pledged themselves to the support of a mis-
81onary in India for a perlod of not less than five years. In
1902 there were 30 members. In 1903 100 men»;n the college
were engaged in the study of missions, a thing which is con-
spicuous in. the activitiesvof the school today.

It was largely thru the .efforts of the local Volunteer
Band that E; H. Eby‘and wife were supported in India by.the
McPherson church'(1904—1912)'and that F. H. Crﬁmpacker and wife
are supported (1908-1216) in China. All thevforeign mission=-
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jonaries who have been;students'a£dMﬁ?hereen nereﬂmenbersJof |
the organization. ‘7;v‘\A{:»;;,kff ffdf7f€"<(;:;" sl

Kansas has contrlbuted a: con51derable‘ number of the‘for-
eign mlsglonarles who are serv1ng the General Board of the
Church of the Brethren.i Some of them have refnrned but most
of them are yet in the,fleld./ Many were educated at least 1n
part at McPherSon Ceilegef The 1lst 1ncludes.‘ Bertha Shlrk
(nee Ryan), Indla, returned Dr;kA W; Vanlman (deceased) Swed-
en; Mrs. Alice Moore Vanlman, Sweden, returned, Enoch H Eby,j
A, M., Indla, returned Mrs. Enma Horner Eby, B S D.,‘Indla,
'returned F. H. Crumpacker, A. M., Chlna Mrs. Anna N, Crum—'b
packer, A. B, Chlna,’Mre Emma Hornlng, A B., Chlna Ernest
Vaniman, A. B., thna Mrs. Su31e N Vanlman, B S D., Chlna,
S. Ira Arnold, A, B., Indla,” Raymond C Flory, A B., Chlna,
Mrs. Lizzie N. Flory, B. S D., Chlna. | »

To the Crumpackers and MlSS Hornlng belongs the honor of
having started the m1531on work at Plng T1ng Hsien, .China (190&
The Student Volunteer Band at McPherson has for some years been _?
 the recruiting statlon for forelgn m18810n8. ;1" ‘ |

«
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CHAPTER XIV

CONTRIBUTIONS/TO THE DENOMINATION

Kansas holds an hoﬁored blace Wheh it comes,to furniehing 7
talent for ﬁhe iiterafy phase of the Church ofothe Brethren.r"
Many of those Whose ﬁames appear began to write before becom-
1ng Kanbans, and most of the 00nskicuous“1eaders in Kansas were
given more or 1ees'tokwiiting."Aeffar back as?1865 we find
familiar names appearing over vigoroUS arfiC1ee in‘fhe Christ-'
1an Family Companion, then the lcading organ of the church.
Chief among ‘these are those of Enoch Eby, John Forney, Daniel
Vaniman, and S. Z. Sharp,‘ In 1867 Bishop Andrew Hutchinson
;begins‘to write;in the same periodicalefollowed,in 1868‘by
Bishop Lemuel Hillery. In the Gospel Visiter of January 1868
J. S. Mohler tried his hand,at verse, an art which hevoultivat-
ed. In~the~1878 volume of the Companioh, Christian Shank of
Lawrence oontributed seven articlesion‘RevelatiOns; Chapters
12 and 19. b | ,k

Naturally much of the matter contributed was of a distinct
ly religious character--much of it doctrinal but some of it
ﬁcading w1th great problems of ethics and morality. Church
polity was the favorite theme of such men as Forney and- Vani-\a
man. Bishop Sharp was then, and 1ndeed\is today,‘an exceed-
ingly versatile man, and his'articles alﬁaysvgave food for
thoughtﬁto'the most widely read of his readere. He and Bishop‘
AVaniﬁan were especially disposed to take advanced,viewsaon

whatever'subject they handled.



For,maqyyears Vanimah conﬁribuﬁéd‘a weekly artidle to the
church paper under the caption*"Chips from the Workhouse." Thess
productions were short and pithy‘and were widely.read.’ His
tract entitled "The Housekﬁe'live in® was translated into Ger-
man, but its circulétién in the Fétheyland was intercepted by:
the police at Bremen on account. of the'nbn;resistaﬁt doctrine
which it'contained.kv' ‘ | ‘ 2 3

Other leading Kanéans who havebfromitime,td time been con-
tributors to church papers are: John Wiée, Dr. Howard Miller,
M. T. Baer, Dr. A. W. Reese, Jas. I. Neff, Presidenf Charles
Edward Arnold,WDr. Edward Fréntz, Charles M;.Yéarout, M. M. 
Eshelman, Dean H. J.»Harnly, Dr. thn A.fClement,‘and Presi-
dent b. W. Kurtz. ’ ” |

-~

The Brethren have conducted-a few papers in Kansas. In
August, 1878, Léuis O.’Hummer of_ybrth Topéka put out the ini-
tial number of aAmonfhly_publicationJcalled "Free Discussion:"
This was to be.an open fofum for the expréssion\of the*views of
the public on "the present depfegsion of,trade’énd the essent-
ial means to relieve\thé oppressed." It was‘élso to contain
informétion on horticuitﬁre which "could nbtvbe\obfained from
any other source." DoubtleSS'the;bhiéf_attractionrwas infended
to be the "valuable information abqut*Kansas" and‘the answers
~to questibns relatife to that sfate} kThe ill-ﬁealth‘of the
publisher interfered and‘cut short the life of the paper. (1)

In 1888 J. M. Smyder moved "Der Bruderbote", a paper for

e v--~-F- A R . :

(1) P.C. Aug. 6, 1878.



the German element in the{church from Grundy‘Center, Ia.\io
McPhérson, 'It'was eﬁidently #ery hard to keép this publica=-
tion aliﬁe, inasmuch as the German readers Weré»bécoming fewer
in nﬁmber, and §o Snyder started in connection with his German
papér at4McPherson a magazine entifled "Educator and»Comﬁan- ,
ion." This continued for a few years.A It was devoted to'thé
interests of the college‘and‘was”avodely not a church paber
or denominationgl in any sensé}* EdUCatipn; literature, science
art and'general news were the lines with Which it deait. |
Sevéral Kansans have turnedrtheir‘energies to writing
pamphléts and books. President D. W}:Kurté‘of McPherson Col=-
lege ié the author of two books. \"Thé"Fﬁndaﬁeﬁtal Doctrines
of the Faith" was published while Dr;'Ku?tz was a Philadelphia
-pastor, has run thru two editions, andvis Widelyvread and quotf

ed as an authoritative statement on Bible ddétfines. He has

in contemplation a more extended treatment of the same subject.

His other book, entitled "Nineteen Centuries,of the Christian
Chruch," evinces a remarkably thorough‘historicél scholarship.
It has been officially adopted as the text-book of the Stnad-
ard Dourse of TeachervTraining in the Sunday Schools of the
Church of the Brethren. ;

" Dean H. J. Harnly of McPherson Cdllegé\is the author of
a work (unpublished as yef) entitléd "Scientific Saéraments",

PR ~

which as the name indicates, is an examination into the psych-

ological bases for the church rites as practised by the Breth-"

 ren. The'book is a thoroughly écientifig and non-contrbveréial
effort. |

'Elder Jacob Funk, formerly-a city mission worker in With-



ita, some years ago publlshed an excellent treatlse on the sub=-
ject "War versus Peace", settlng forth one of the leadlng and

most distinotive'tenefsQQf the,Brethren. Thls book has had a

-/

‘ wide sale. e , ) oy
Wllllam 0. Beckner, a graduate of McPherson College 1n‘°
1909, and an official for s1x years in the educatlonal work of
‘the Philippines, wrote,‘whlle supervisor of schools, an admir-’
‘able text on the c1v1cs of the Phlllpplnes. ThlB has been ac-
cepted for publdcetlon but is not yet 1ssued : He is also the
author of a work on educatlon, 1nteneed for use in the Islands.
Mr . Beckner is frequent contrlbutor to the columns of the
Gospel Messenger. | M : A P |

During a stay of elght years as m1351onary 1n Ind1a, Enoch “

H. Eby gathered materlal for an admlrable work whlch he wrote B

in 1914 on "The Educatlonal System of,Indla." Mr Eby took
nis A. B. from McPherson College in 1904. " SR _
The Sunday School Tlmes Publlshlng Company were the pub~;'4
lishers of "Normal Studles 1n the Llfe and Mlnlstry of Christ" B
wrltten by Pres. Charles Edward Arnold,‘second pre31dent of
McPherson Collcge. lhe same author issued another‘excellent ‘
rwork entitled a "Pocket Chart of Peul's Journeys 5 C?}f’l'
Editorial p031tions have called four promlnent Brethren
from Kansas. H. M. Barw1ck (A B., MCPherson College, 1904)
was assoolated with the young people s magazine,lthe Inglenook
from 1907 until h1s ldmented death 1n 1909.7 In 1910 J. H. B

: Wllliams, in addltlon to his eecretarlel work for the General

- Mission Board, was elected edltor of the M15310narj Vleltor,ja“



monthly magazlne of about forty pages. In 1911 Professor S.
c. Mlller, for three years head of\the-Englisthepartment of
McPherson Colleqe, became edltor of the Inglenook whlch posi=
'tlon,he held until 1913. The respon81b1e positlon of office
editor of the Gospel Messenger, the offlclal organ of ‘the
ohuroh ‘is at present held by Dr Edward Frantz, who assumed
hie‘dutiee in October, 1915. The perlodlcals ment1oned, with
the exceptlon of the Inglenook Whlch hee been dlscontlnoed,
are publlshed in Blgln, 1111n01s.

Kansas men heve been highly honored w1th 1mportant offlcee
on the part of the general Brotherhood. One of the oldest and
best known boards is the General MieeionkBoerd formerly called
'the GeneraliMissionary and Tract Committee. In 1884 Enoch
Ebvy became charman of the bOerd and retalned that office for
several years, having never mleeed any of the se551one.' Dan-
iel Vaniman was a member ©of the Board from 1884 until 1895,
part of the«tiﬁe.beinglobeirman.‘ Some of the most succeesful
plans ever inangurated originated W1th hlm.~ The next Keneas
man to serve on the Board is Professor J. 7. Yoder, Dean_of
the Blble School of McPhereon College. He~wasdapnoinfed in
1908, and, though one of the - younger men on the Board has had
a marked 1nfluence on the m1selonary act1v1t1es of the church i

4 ’TheAGeneral Educational Boardlls fest,beeomlng promlnent
in the Church of the Brethren. rIt> was establiehed in 1908 ene
has been increasingly active. Edward Frantz, bhen Preeident »
\of McPherson College,)nas appointed one of the originel eeven '
members, serving tno years. A CA Wieend, Presidenb.of Beth-b

any Bible School, Chicago, and an’ alumnus of McPherson- College"



was a member}from 1908 untilylglﬁ,‘serving several years as
Secretary of the Board. In 1913, J;1H. B. Williams, whokwas
reared near Belleville and gééduated’frem McPheréon Colieée in
1906, was appointed a member, soon becomlng Secretary-treasuren
In 1915 at the hershey Conference the number of members was,
at the request of,the Board, reduced to flye;’and the whole
was reorganized and‘rechartered,,’Atve meeting-held’in Elgiﬁ,
I11., Sept. 21, 1915; President Df W.’?Kurté of McPherson Col-
lege, whose appointement forufive yeare‘had been confirmed at
Hershey, was elected Pr651dent of the Board. ‘J. H.B. Williams
was retained as Secretary-T“easurer. | | \ ‘ -

In 1914 by Conference action the woikiof‘the Childfs Res-k
cue orgalnlzatlon was placed under the general supervision of
a national board of three. Elder E. B " John of McPherson, Kan-
sas, was appointed one of the'beard, end at the organization
was elected Treasurer. The church"is‘awake to this kind of
work and has achieved results. S ; | |

The offices of the Annual anference’are 1$okea upen as
being particularly honofable. Kansae'has had‘a few>men who
have taken very promlnent part at these gatherlngs. Bishop
John Wise was Moderator in 1885 and was Reading Clerk for flf-
teen years. Bishop Enoch Eby was for f;fteen/years_elther Mod-
erator or Readi;g Clerk. It was often eaid‘that he was the |
best Moderator the church had. (1) BishopHDgniel Vaniman was"
three times Moderator and once Reading Clefk, At the Hagerstow

Md. Conference in 1891 he revolutionized the rules of proced-

ure, and his precedents are followed to this day.

R R e . 1 Endandididin o Bt did

(1) Milier and Royer, Some Who Led, p. 155.
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It sometlmes happens that Conferénce sends c0mm1ttees of -
bishops to. adJust differences 1n certaln 1oca11tles. The three
men named often went on such missions. Blshop Wlse in 1881 was
a member_of a committee sent to Berlin; Pa. to confer with H.
R. Holsinger who was tﬁéh a 1eading spirit in the division of

the church. The same year he was one of a committee of two
gsent to Canada to look into the. matter of uniting the Church of
the Brethren with the Brethren in Lhrlst, otherwise known as
the River Brethren. (2) j ”: - H

At the blcentennlal anniversary of the foundlng of the
church drew near it was felt that somethlng commemorative of
mhatfeveﬁt oﬁght to engage the attention of the Annual Confer=-
ence. In 1906 the matter was diébuséed at Conference but noth-
- ing was’dohe. ‘In 1907, however, at LosAngeles, a éomﬁittee
of five (of whom Dr.,Brumbaugh wa s one) was appointed to ar-
range a program to be given at the DesMoines Conference in 190&
This program was carrled out. largely as nlanned. |

Edward Frantz, D D., President of McPherson College, gave
a splendld,address oh_theksubgect "The Growth (of the church)
West of the Mississippi." Bishop S. Z. Sharp, A. M., LL.D.
First Présidéhtnof theicollége spokekon the schools of the
| church. Hié personal connection with almost half.a dozen of
the colieges made hls address at that time an accurate state-
ment of the educatlonal hlstory of the Brethren since 1860.
President A.‘D, Wiland, A. M., qf Bethany Bible School, Chic-
ago, a gfaduate and former feacher and trustee of McPhersdn

P L L L R R R X I

(2) Idem, p. 133.



College, gave a scholarly address on "The Highér Spiritual
Life of the Church." i | ‘
These addresses with the others delivered are printed by

the Brethren Publishing House. '



"CHAPTER XV
BRIEF ACCOUNTS OF TYPICAL CONGREGATIONS

The limits of this thesis will not permit a detailed ac-
count of all‘fhe congregafions of’the‘Brethren in Kansas. Only
some of the more important w1ll be treated and ‘some partlcular'
reason will dlctate the ch01ce in each 1nstance.d

As stated elsewhere the Brethren settled first in the
northeasfern part of the siate.uiThe first sermon preached by’
‘a Brethren minister in Kansas wasmpreached, as nearly as I can
learn, by Gabriel Jacobs in the bounds of the 1ater Cottonwood
Chruch south of Emporia, near the western border of Morris
County. This was in 1856. 1In December of the same year the

~first communion service in Kansas was held at‘Jacob'Ulrich’s
house at the same place. The church grew sloﬁly, and in i882
 there were only 52 members and no church buildlng as yet. In
1896 the congregatlon decided on a location one and one-half
miles northwest of the E@Qp of\Dunlap where a site wasidonated
for the'purpose of erecting a church. (1) Between 1882 and
1892 there was a deciine in membership which finally reduced
the church to 18 members. This, however,uwas followed by an |
increase and in 1895 there were 57 members. The largest num-
ber reached since that/time was 82, ﬁhe membership in 1900. At
the Conference of 1910 30 members were reported. mIn‘1897 the -
church had in charge 6 preachlng points in the vi01nity. The .
experience of this, the oldest church 1n Kansas is a good il= .

S e R B G e PN am ER &3 BT M2 EX €T WD K2 & Gx T

(1) _C.F.C., Jan. 14, 1896.
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lustration Bf the effeét of emigratibn, Some ofrthose leaving
thié locality movéd‘iﬁio,othef church communities in Kansas and
elsewhere so_that.it is impossible to'detérmine actual losses
and gains. (é) | | |

The second churéhvin Kahsas and one'which long remained.
perhaps the most imﬁortant in khe sfate‘is the WashingtOn.Creek
Church locatéd'abouﬁ 18 miles,SoutﬁWést of Lawrencé. This cong
regation was prganized in 1858k3n Stephen Studebaker's~1og
house about 12 or ls‘ﬁiles southweéﬁ of Lawrence. There were
12 charter members and Abréhém Rothroék,:formerl§ of‘Penﬁsyl-
vania, was the elder 'in charge.: Rothrock”iater;figured in the
Quantrell raid. At this meeting for organization Daniel Stud-
ebaker was elected to the minisgiy. This was probably the firsgp
election of the kind'hem in the state.

It is probable that the first church building owned in the
state by the Brethren was‘thé one which was bought March 19,
1864 by the Washington Créek'congregation;_ It was located east
of Lone Star. In 1869 it4was séldfand‘the'chﬁrch builtrﬁheb
first bulldlng erectea by any congregation in Kansas. (1877)
This is the present,Pleasant Grove church. The present church
buildihg of the-bongregaﬁion‘was dedicated Sept. 13, 1885. J;

C. Metsker gave $1, OOO toward the work and hlS son M. W.Met-~

sker donated three acres of 1and and %475 in cash4 It is re=-
lated that there were 170 vehicles at the dedication and 75
people came oﬁ hé:séback. It was a great occasion for the B
"country folks. o |

--—mum—----nu—nuuq--

(2) The facts here presented are 1arge1y gleaned from
Conference Reports of N. HE. Kan. for the years mentloned Some *
few facts came from unknown sources
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Ffom‘thé first Washington Cfeek was the center of church
activities in Douglas Cognty. Théré wefe Several ";rms"vbf
the church whiéh ultimately»became\séparate cbngregations. Thus
aboutilSVl Pléasant Grove on the Eést waskorganiZed but for
some reason was reunited ina few &ears. Aprii 2, 1881 it was
again constatuted a separate congregatlon, recelv1ng the pre-
siding elder and churchhouse, and the parent congregation of
Washington Creek’using a schoolhouse. In 1878 Wade Branch in

Miami'County ﬁas granted a separate organization; Abpanoose,
ten miles south was detached'and organiéed in 1580; Ovérbrookv
ten miles west, hecame a separaﬁe‘organizatiOnlbec. 7,‘1907.

- - One may get an idea:of hOW Widé.ankinfiuencé the early -~
churches exerted as{weil as fhe:extreme sparseness of meﬁber-
ship when it is recalled that in 1886;the iihe~betWeen>Washing-
ton Creek and Abilene was désignétéd as the west line of Osage
County. | | | ~

For many years the membership ranged from 80 to 100. In
1003 it rose to 110 but by 1910 had dropped to 89. Bmigration
in'1903 reduced the membérship bj 32, the wholé humber leaving
for California. Not many members have moved in. ReCruits have
éome from the surroundlng community. Of course the several
divisions of territor&karé:partly respon81ble for the notlcg-
able losses. The Overbrook‘congregation'was (in 1907) made
up- entirely of former members of the Waéhington Creek church.
Thius at one time there waé a loss of 213 (3) o

(3) Much of this material was furnished by Elder W. A. -
Kinzie of McPherson, Kans. The District Conference Reports -
have also been consulted. = ~ ' : : -

\
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The third congregation of the Church of the Brethren to
be organized in Kansas‘has paésed out of exisfence. It was
called the Wbif River Chuich and WQSflocated 30 miles west of .
St. Joseph, 3 miles northwest of Purcell and 5 north-of Huron.
W. H. H, Sawyer moved to that épﬁﬁuni%y‘in 1858 and the church
vwas probabiy organized in 1859f ‘Abfaham Rothrock41ater a vic=-
tim of the Quantrell raid was elder in charge.’,Before the war
there were 20 members, but when £he‘RébelliOn'ﬁegan‘some 6f the
Brethren became involved in dlfflcultles and moved away. There
wasg therefore practlcally no organlzatlon untll 1867 when ime-
migrants from Indiana came to the rescue. A period of pros-
perity followed. When %he division came in 1881 tﬁere wére
35 members and three miniéters. A reaction févqrable ﬁo the
Congservatives followedvthe diviéionQ Subsequent history shows
alternate gainsAaﬁd losses, éhd in 1900 the namé of the congre=-
gation is dropped‘from those represented at District Conference
In 1899 it had ésked to beudisorganized.‘ A committee'was sent
and reported favorably and reéommended'that the territory be
included with that of the Morrill church (1900). This illus-
trates the method pursued by ‘the Brethren in deallng ‘with de-
cadent churches which fail to respond to. other remedles. (4)

Ozawkie Church in Jefferson County dates‘lts exlstence to
1862, the eight charter members having come from Indiana, Vir- f
ginia, Missouri, and Iowa. None of these mémbéfsvare now liv=-
ing and a detailed statement of the early history is probably "
not obtainable. The originél nameywas Grasshoéper Falis. In

(4)A Leading facts from article by W.H. H. Sawyer in G.M.
Aug. 27, 1889. District Conference Peports for years noted
have shed light on later events. o
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1877 the Conference of Northern Kansab, Nebraska and Colorado
wa s held here. In 1884 the membershlp was 130, in 1892 it
reached the highest, 190.- Its lowest was 60 (1907 and 1008)
The numbqr in 1915 was 125. Emlgratlon has been con31derable
to jhe stateé of Califoxnia, Washington, North Dakota and Col-
crado. | |

‘ McLouﬂh, a part 6f the Ozawkie Qhurch;.mas seitled by
Brethren from Ohio inv1864. Its membership, whichkis'included
inkthat of Ozawkie, is about 40 The church was built jointly
w1th the Progr6531ves, with Whom there hdS been the best of
harmony. The members of the church at Meriden are also con-
sidéred as belonging ﬁo Ozawkie. At preéen£ the church is
closed on account of the small number of members and the ab-
seﬁce of a minister. As the regultféf a series of services in
the State Penitentiary at Lansing theré were several convers-
ions and the members thus added were by District Conference
a551gned to the roll of the Ozawkle Church. n-

The Abilene Church vas partly organlzed in 1869 at the
home of_John Humbarger, who in 1658 had moved from Iowa to
Pipe Creek, four miles West of Minneapolis, where he tobk a-
claim. The Indians béing unfriendly he méved to Abilene.‘In
1867 Jonas DeHaven moved in-?the\first'Bréthren minisfer in
that_part of the state. There were seven‘charter members in.
1869. The membérship was éo scéttered in 1876-1877 thaf the
deacons were requlred to v151t members in five different count-
ies, travelllng about 500 mlles to accompllsh the task.

In 1880 the Sallne leey Church was organlbed in the south -

east corner of Lincoln County. It was formed of members»from.
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the Abilene Church. The_Heringfon congregation,wes fofmedo
(1886) in a similar manner, but owing to the fact that many
members moved away the church vas disoréaniZed‘ini19ol and the
membership of those remﬁining reverted to‘AbileneJ 'In 1880
the Chapman'Church'was organized in‘Abilene teffitory, having"
a memherehip of 40. o ,‘ “ ' . 'k '

From 1880 until his death Abilene was the home of Dr.
John Forney; one of the moet widely knownrbishops»of his day.
For some years it was the home of Dr. P. R erghtsman. Bieh-
cp J. D Trostle also re31ded in thls congrevatlon from 1884
until hle death in 189 . In 1885 Blshop Chrlstlan Hope moved
in and held his memberehip in'thelHerington branch of'the;churdx
until his death in 1899. (5) B |

There were several famllles of_ Brethren 1ocated near Pea-
body prior to 1878.‘ Several’of them came from Iowa.’ About
1876 a "social meetlng" wae organlzed near Peabody. This con=-
olsted of rather 1nforma1 serv1ces held from house to house.
In 1878 the church was deflnltely organlzed at the home of
Levi Thomas. It was the farthest west church among the Breth-
ren 1n Kansas, and the boundary 11nes are sald to have extended
almost from Nebraska to Oklahoma The: church bulldlng wa.s
conpleted in 1881. The. d1v151on of the church in 1881 inflictal
a wound which it required yedrs to heal.‘ - |

For several years aftcr\1878 nearly all the accounts of
travellers speak of the Peabody Church. Blshop H. B. Brumbaugh
of HuntlngtOn, Pa.,'ln descrlblng his trip thru Kansas, dwells

e en Wy S S e N W e S S U WR 63 S WD L OE e

(5) Materlal baeed on article by T. H. Dav1s, Breth Al-
manac, 1905, also on. Dlstrlct Conf. Reports. ‘ . ~
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particularly on thie‘section. "If"\said he, "such is a sample
,of,etarving and bleeding Kansas, we say, 'let her bleed'". He
wee'much impressed with the talkativeneSS'of the Westerners (6)

| I am unable to account for a very remarkable request which
Peabody directed to Annual Conference in 1881._ It read "We
hereby most earnestly,petltlon Annual Meetlng thru District
Meeting of Southern Kansas to take suchfactionkas may lead to
the uniting'of the Congregational Brethfen in full fellowship
with our own." - ‘» |

But this "Matter of Churches“ in Central Kaneas has not
held her own. ;In 1891 a membershipvof 45 was reporﬁed. Never
since that time has. ti exceeded that‘number.' At the Confer-
ence'of 1914 the record showed 34 members.' At present there
is no pastor and the elder is non-r951dent. (7)

Few communities have exercised a wider influence than the
Salem Church near Nickerson in- Reno County. It was organized
May 11, 1878 by Elder Jacob Buck there belng 16 charter mem=-
bers. It was first called the Nlnescah~church.i The meeting
for organization was held in Pfeiiie Hall, tWenty-five miles
South of Niokerson;' Oct. 9, 1878 J. W.'Beer was called to
the ministry. He 1ater figured as tbe leaéer of some 20 who
went with the PrOgress1ves. May 21, 1879 L. E Fahrney was
eleeted minieter; and he is still living in the congregation,
being one of the 1eading'Sunday School workers amoné the Breth=
ren in the state. | N

The dletlnctlon of hav1ng bullt ‘the flrst house of wor-
shlp 1n Southweet Kansas belongs to the Salem Church. This was

~ (7) TFacts obtained from Missionary Vlsltor, Oct 1908 and
from Digtrict Conference Reports. , '
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buiitvin 1885 and isulocated;fiveimiles southwest of Nickerson
and mime southeast of’Sterlimgou The members, es wes'commoh in
those days, were widely scattered, some 11v1ng in. the v101n1ty
of thtle River in Rice County. In Msrch 1886 at a coun011
meetlng the members living south of Hutchlnson expressed a de-
sire to have an organlzatlon of thelr own. ThlS request was
granted, 1nasmuch as there were,26 members{ two ministers and
twohdeacons in their territory. ?be‘orgemisetion~was perfeoted‘
in the Lincoln schoolhouse in June iSSS;, Bishops‘Eooch Eby -
and Lemuel Hillery held’membership ih:thisdcongregation, the
name of which is the‘Pleasant:View7Churcﬁ.>‘There are always
maﬁy»older members»here beceﬁse of the faot,that tbe "Old Foiks
Home" is located near Darlow. Pleesamt~Viem has been one~of 

" the’ chief supporters of the Hutchlnson Mlssion._ | .
That part of the Salem Church 11v1ng nortb of Sterllng

' also de51r1ng an organlzatlon of their own, a d1v131on was

| made May 31, 1886, whereby the Kansas Center Church was estab-
»llshed near Lyons w1th 18 members. Thls latter congregation
has unfortunately dw1ndled, and at present has no res1dent
'mlnlster. With all herilosses, however, the Salem Church stlll
had in 1886“& membership of 70 membersth For the next few years
there was little change in the number, but in- 1905 it dropped
| from”83 to 66. Thls is partly explalned by the absence of
several younger members who were attendlng school In 1915 87
members were reported. k 7 - | 7

| Elder Fahrney wrote 1n 1908.'“The terrltory w1th whlch

we started in 1878, a_llttlerover 30 years.ago)-has now within

’
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its boundary seven organized churches;’six'meeting-houses and
one of the best equippéd colleges iﬁ the Stafé, with a fine pro-
spect before it. There are 540 members, 29 mlnlsters, ofrwhﬁm
15 are elders, and an excellent supply of deacons. (8)

It was in the year 18886, noted in Kansas for the founding
of\many churches that the Quintér Church was organiéed. There
were about 60 charter members, iﬁmigrants largely from Nebraska
‘Minnesota, and Eastern‘Kansas} The terrltorv included was very

+

large, covering Trego; Gove, St John, Sherman and Wallace
counties, and unléss there were other pro?iéions the.memfers in
Thomas and Soﬁthern Sheridan'counties were entitled to member-
ship here. | o 7

m The record of the rise and fall of,mémbership wat Quinter
corresponds to the condifibns of prosperity in Western Kansas
in general. In 1895 there were 47 members. With better times
theré was a gradual increase until léO4 aftet which each suc-
ceedinévyear showed an increase of from 20 to 30 until 1909.
Since that time there has been a decline. . The number in 1914
was 230. That immigration and eﬁigration had much to do with
the gains and losses is easily shown. In 1905 27 church let-
ters were received, in 1907 33, in 1911 39. 1911 was the
Banner year for moving; 86 left Quinter and took their member-
ship from that church. ‘In 1914 29vsought‘other homés. ~Addi- |
tions by baptism ran as high as 31 in 1909. From 1886 to 1915
there have been 400 baptisms in the congregation. While the
Quinter church is.regarded as rather conservative yet it has
shown marked success ihenliSting the‘young people of thefbom-
munity. mreemcmeec—————— —m——— . |

- (8) Sources-~Artlcle by L. E. Fahrney in M1551onary Vls-
itor, Oct. 1908. and Dist. Conf. Reports.
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The -church at McPhersonedeservesymentionbas being one of
the lergeetfiﬁ~the state and as being eilarge.faCtor in the
life of McPherson College. Perhaps no other congregetion‘hasv
been the'home of so many well-knownjmen and no other is visited
by so many leaders of the church. ”Nobodyjseeﬁe to‘remember ex=-
actly when serv1ces were flrst held in McPherson, but on August

22, 1885, a’ w1ndj day, twenty-three members scattered all over
McPherson County met at the home of Jbseph S Masterson in
Empire Townshlp, east of torn. The names of the charter mem- .
bers are preserved and they betray a good proportlon of the
'staunch old Pennsylvan;a Dutchvstock. Blshops J. D. Trostle,
John Forney and David Hollinger‘were present to effect the org=- .
anizaﬁioﬁ. _There were only two ministers reeident in the
county, Frank H. Bradley and Casper Hosfelt. (9) TFeb. 8, 1887
a'church}business meetihg in the Flora Hill schoolhoose'decided
onvtwo church buildings--one in the eastern part of the county
and one‘in the western. The oﬁe,‘locateo in Empire township
was later:oalled EasthcPhereon and thekother, in Groveland
township,:was called West McPherson. The latter was subse-
queﬁtly renamed the Monitor church, and under that name calls
for additiOnal,mention‘eleewhere.
| The hlstory of McPherson church proper begins with the

locatlon of the college at that place. Many members moved in
for school priv1leges and on Nov. 5, 1887 were organized as a.
congregatlon, u51ng the Swedish Mission church building untll'
the college hall was erected. Aprll 7, 1888 the flrst serv1ces(
on College Hill were held 1n the collewe dormltory. For a goodv:

(9) A1l the members in McPherson County prev1ous to thls
time helad membership at Peabody. S ; ; -
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many yearsjthe college chapel ha§‘bé§n’uséd,:as,fher‘isvnb sep-
rate church bulldlng. J o |
7 Naturally the congregatlon has called a great number of -
men to the min1stry. Just hOW'many‘does notrappear from data
available, but a list of twenty personally known to the writer
is by no means exhaustive. Ten menﬁhavé been ordainéd}to‘thé
bishopric--three of them Cdllegélpresidenfs;fand two college
professors. The‘church has alwé&s'beeh éggréSslve. Of her
leaders S. Z.jSharp, Daniel Vaniman; Ahdrew Hutchinson, Jacob
Witmore, C. E.'Arnold,_ﬁdward;Frantz, S. 5. Miller,bM. M; Esh-
elman, D. W. Kurtz and E.'M. Studebaker and others have been |
influential in shaping the poliqy not only of the-district but
of the whole denomination. A xﬁissionary spirit developed at
~an early date. In 1004 the church began the entire support of
E. H. Eby and wife in Indla whlch contlnued untll 1912 when
the Ebys returned on furlough. The support of the Crumpackers
in China has been drawn partly from McPherson.», ;
Frank H. Crumpackgr, A. M., J. 7. Yoder, A. B., and A. 7.

Culler, Ph.D. have served aslpastor'since'ihe congregation has
been supporting a salarlud pastor. Nlnisters have always been
available for pulp1ts in down-town churches or in nelghboring
communities. The pulpit is often filled by‘mlnisters or relig-
ious workers of other denominatlons. McPherson is the wealth-
1ﬂst congreﬁatlon of the Brethren in Kansas, the valuation of
, the membership being close to one milllon‘dollars.' (10)

e W 0 e b DY N R N R W R S S R SH G M e R e MR o ) ., . -

o (10) Much of this material, particularly the earlier was ,
collected by W. O. Beckner and published in the Mlelonary .
Visitor, October 1908. . ’
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The beginnlngs of the Monltor church have been descrlbed
1n connection with the McPherson church.; This ehurch is about
'3eleven mlles southwest of McPherson. In manyrrespects tt_is
one of the model communltles of ‘the Brethren. In & renort made
in 1908 theee'srgnlflcant etetementsvoccur. "Our present menb-
erehip numbers’eightr-eight.e Of these four are mlnlsters, six
are deacons, and flfty-four heve been baptized here. 17E11 “
" since the congregatlon was organlzed one hundred elght have
been baptized. Of the flfty two came to us from homes out51de
our own people.n There is at present a hlgh standard of morals
~in the community." We are not affllcted with dances,nor card
parties, there is practlcally no steallng, our ﬁembers are.
'1eaders in bu31nese affalrs, members of school boards, dlrect-
ors of telephone companles, successful farmers, and model home--~
makers." At‘the;sameftime there were thlrty-three members who
had a‘tte"nded 'aénége‘, “tvrent:jrftxvo ‘mao-h;d taugh?c scho'ol," and
’twelve‘Who were alumnikoszcPherson’College. Tuo nembers )heé
10nged to the Dlstrlct MlSulOn Board and one to the General
‘M1331on Board of the Church of the Brethren. In 1915 ‘the mem=
_bershlp was one hundred elght. Immlgratlon hae been mainly
from Pennsylvanla; Indlana, IllanlS, and Vlrglnla. About two'
: hundred have moved to other places, many going to Oklahoma,k

-~ Missouri, Indiana and Callfornla.

The "Farmers' Mall and Breeze" of May 1, 1915, contains
an 1nstruct1ve artlcle under the captlon “Monltor has found the;
Wey;" meanlng the way to build up a country oommunlty. ThlS
,artlcle is descrlptive of the "communlty day " an annual pro-?

gram conducted by exnerts from Kensas State Agrlcultural Col- -
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lege, McPherson College and other inéfitutidné; A‘lécturé
coursefhaé been established in‘the‘chUrch for seVeré1 years
past. | ‘

» The secbnd church edifice,,erécted in 1909, at a cost of
A#B,SOC,-is modern and attractive enough to grace any commun-.
ity. A neat and cOmmodion parsoﬁage!was built in 1915. ~The'
méinstay of the chﬁrch is J.vﬁ. Yoder, who settled in éhe ldc-
ality over 35 years agb. His fourréons éndvtwo'daughters‘ére

all‘influential in the local church. (li)

(11) Much of the material on Monitor was secured from
the October, 1908, issue of the Missionary Visitor.
-t ‘ C - ,

'
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CHAPTER XVI
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES

_Biogfaphical sketches of a féw of the ieadiné men of the
earlier history of the Church of the B?éﬁhyen in Kansas must
necesgarilyibe‘brief. Onli the'féreﬁést men can be mentioned.

One of the earliest men to gain"realiy a ﬁide reputation
waé Bishop Enoch Eby,'a.nafive of Juniata County, Pa.;’born in
1828. In 1855 he moved to'Northern Illinois and iﬁ the latter
80's to Kansas.' "For thirty years he easily held the first .
rank among the ministers west of the Ohio River." He was con=-
stantly engaged in work for the church. In 1877 he was on a
committee sen£ td organize the chqrdh in~Denﬁérk‘ In 1884 he
became President of the Geﬁeral Mission Board. Eighteen'times
he served on the Sfanding Committee and'fifteen times he was
elected either Reading Clerk or Moderator‘at~Annual Conference.
In his day he was regarded as one of thékablest of the Moder;
ators. He died in 1910 (1) |

Abraham Rothrock was born 1n Northumberland County, Pa .,
in 1787. While he was but a lad his parents moved to Mifflin
County.k inv18§6 ﬁe came to Kansas, locating south of Tawrence.
When the famine of 1860 came he went Fast éoliciting aid for -
the Kansas sufferers. Aug. 21, 1863, he Qaé shot by one of
the fﬁffians of Qnantrell!sbband'and left for dead. He was
resuscitated'by_his'wife and daughter, however, and lived in
a crippled conditi6n until Feb. 6, 1870;THe was survived by -
his Wife,'five éons, and’three‘daughters.-‘ (2)

(1) Some Who Led, p. 153-156.
(2) Christian Family Companion, Feb 22, 1870.



‘Bishop John Wise (18?2-1909) was a nafive,of Pennsy1vania;
His ministry extended over flfty-flve years. ‘His Cbhference‘
record was remarkable--a member of Standlng Commlttee 22 tlmes,
- Reading Clerk, 15 times,»and Moderator once. . In 1881 he served
on a committee sent to Cénada to confer with the River Breth-
ren regdrdlng a p0531b1e union of that body w1th the Church of ;
the Brethren. The first move toward orgdnlzatlon of a General .
Missiqn Board orlglnated w1th hlm. Hlb decllnlng years were
spent at Conﬁay Spfihgs andkat ¢he QldﬁFolks‘ Home at Darlow.(@

Dr. John Fdrnéy‘éombinéd thevoffice ofrthé ministrywwith
ithat of practicing medicine. He‘was born)in Somerset County,
Pa., in 1815 and attained the ripe age of elghty. In 1878 he
‘moved from Falls Clty, Nebr. to Abllene. Here ‘he llved on a"
farm followed hls:professlon, and frequently.wept on extended
preachiné toufs in Kansas, Miséouri,‘aﬁd Nebraska.» Because
of his ready command of Scrloture he was called the "Wﬁlklng
Blble Concordance." *(4) |

Bluhop John Hambarger (1833~ 1910) was one of the most
‘widely known of thekearller settlers of the church in Kansas.
He‘came to Ottawa County frog Iowa in 1859; driving thru Qith
~an ox team. In_186i he moved near Abilene. The date of his
election to the ministry, 1869, marks the organization quthe\
;Abilene church, ﬁhere being seven Chartef'meﬁbers./ Hisvminis-
terial labors were exten51ve in chklnson, Marlon, Geary, Sal-
<1ne and Ottdwa Countles. (5) | |
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(3) Some Who Led, p. 131-133

(4) Some Who Led, p. 94-96 : '
o (5) Adapted from obltuary notice by c. A, Shank, G. M.
June 22,. 1915.
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Few menaexercised a wider and more ﬁotent influence upon
his contemporaries than did Daniel Vaniman; Born in Ohio in
1835, he spent some years in Illinois, later moving to Kansas,
identifying himself with- the 1nterests of McPherson College.

.He was one of those so-called "self—made men. " Slx times a 
member of Standlng Commlttee, "he was once Reading Clerk and
fhree timee.Moderator; In'the 1astknamed capaCity‘hebintro-
duced some wholesomelmethods ofvperliamentary practice. The
consitution of the General Mission Boardkwas.his work. From
1884 to 1895 he was a member of the Board, serving for-severel
yedrs as Pre81dent. The title "Father of fhe India Mission"
is. indisputably his. He was keenly allve to the educational
needs of the church and for_many'years was:an influential
member of ﬁhe Board¢of Trustees pf McPherson College. He died
sudjdenly Nov. 15, 1903. (6) N ”

Bishep Andrew Hutchinson.wes born in 1836 in Monroe County
kWéSﬁ Virginia. His motherkeould not write her name at marriage’
At 18 young Hutchison was injured internally, after WhiCh ﬁe
:received the meager‘echooliﬁg of six’monﬁhs.“,His election to
'the’ministry oceurfed in lBGQ and his drdinatien in 1870,

VDuring the war his‘faith was severely tested oﬁce when he
was on an errand for a'physieian. kHe was iﬁﬁercepted and ord-
ered to do military duty, and though he gave ﬂis reasons for .
refusa; he was ordered to be ehqt. Lucklly a Confederate of-
ficer interfered end‘saved his life.

Bishop Hutchison is perhaps'the most widel& known evaﬁg-
ellst in the church. For many yeare\he made his home»in McPher-
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(5) Some Who Led, p. 175-178. . N
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son andeéturned thithor for a short rest about once a year..
He has practicélly committed therBiblé to ﬁemor& and is fam=-
111arly called "The Walking Blble." At present he resides at
Lordsburg, Callf |

The 1life of Chrlstlan Hope really merlts a more extended
qotice than can here be given. Born 1n Fyne, Denmark in 1844,
hekreceived a good educatioﬁ but dlssentlng~from the estab-
lished church he experienced hardship and imprisonment. In
1870 he came to ‘America, 1ocat1ng in 1872 at Clinton, Ia. Tater
he moved to Rock«lsland, Ini. HlS admlbolon to the Church of
the Brethren was the resﬁit of a long search for what he held
weré Gospel principles.’ Hé ahd his wife were sent as mission-
aries’to Denmark ih 1876. - The WOrk grew aod'extended to Sweden-‘
Bishop Hope was the founder of the Scandinavian branch of the
Church of the Brethren. Upon his return to America é.popular
subscription among the breﬁhren ledvtoothe purchase ofka farm
near'Herington. Subsecuently he was sent three times on church
work to SCandinavia. 'Befween these trips he did much itinerant
preaohing.’ He died after a short illness, July 3}, 1899. (7)

Dr. Alexander w. 'Reese~was born in Jefferson Counﬁy; Ind.
in 1828 and died at hlS home in Kanbas City, Kans., in 1905.
His paternal vrandf&ther was a He581an soldier in the Revol-
ution and_latgr an Indian fighter in Kentucky._ His father was
one of'And;ew Jackson's soldiers. | |

| Dr. Reese entered Hanover College in 1845 and grddudted

June 18, 1849. After teaching one term of school he entered
Kentucky Sohool of Medicine at Louisville from which he grad-
uated Mdr. 1, 1855. |
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(v) ‘Some Who Led, p. 190- 193.
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He enlisted under Gov.'Fletcher?cf'Miesouri in the‘Slef
Volunteers at the outbreak ofkthe“Rebellicn and eeried'thfuout
the war. He took paft in Shefmaﬂ;s’march tc’the sea. For a
time he was in charge of “the mllitary hospltal et Warrensburg,
Mof, until mustered out, July 22, 1865.

He practiced medicine ih‘Wérrenstrg‘until 1895 when he
~came to Leavenworth to become“QSSietant sufveoﬁ at the'Sold- _ﬂ
ier's Home, where he had charge of thetheely cure."

Later the Keely Company sent him succe851ve1y to Plttsburp
Pa., Fergo, N. D.; Scranton, Pa., Detr01t, Mlch., ‘and Memphls,
Tenn. Then after a brief stay et Warreneburg, Mo., he retired
to Kansas Clty, Kans., 1n 1902 hav1ng galned a competence.

He united with the Brethren Nov. 1 1876 W&b elected min-
ister in 1877 and ordalned elder in 1882. .

He was a;ylde reader,.fond cf~hletory and pcetry; and a
finished writer. He ccntributed ﬁoﬁiiterary; scientific and
profeesicnal journals, 'aa well as to the church paper. (8)

Blshop S Z Sharp was born Dec. 21, 1835 in Huntlngton

Ccunty, Pa. At twelve he determlned to~be\a teacher, and later

unaided he learned Latln, Greek, scienCe, and higher mathemat-

ics. At 20 he taught and in 1860 graduated from the State

- Normal - of his natlve stete., Apr11 1,'1860, he bought and took

charge of Kishacoquillas. Semlnary, leflln Co, Pa., and durlng"

the five years he remalned in that 1nst1tut10n ‘he had a Pres-
byterldn mlnleter for an a351stant, and from him recelved in="
struction in the ancient 1angueges. Selllng this 1nst1tut10n'

in 1866 he taught successively in Pennsylvania State Normal

(8) L. D. Mohler, Breth.‘Almanac',«lg%.t
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School, Maryvine College (Teriﬁ ) ‘\Ashland‘ College (Ohio),
Mt. Morrls College (Ill )y McPherson College, Plattsburg Col-
lege (Mo ). He was the flrSt presldent of McPherson College,
serv1ng from 1887 untll 1896.~ Under his a@mlnlstratlon the
enrollment rose to 387 | |

In 1876 he was elected a member of the Amerlcan Assocra-‘
tion for the Advancement of Sc1ence.k-In 1895 he was onedof
_ the two state geologists of Kansas.f He was albo a. member of
the Kansas Acedemy of 801ence. Jefferson College (Pa ) con-
ferred upon hlm the A M degree and Mt Morrls College the
 LL D. He became a mlnlbter in the Brethren church in - Pa. in
‘ 1860, and his ord1n&t10n occurred in 1868 whlle ‘he was in Ten-
nessee. He edlted the first Sunday Scnool periodlcal in the
'church and prepared the weeklv lessons.

Profeeeor Sharp was on the bettlefleld of Gettysburg be =
B fore the dead and wounded were removed,,and returnlng in Nov=-
ember 1864 was present;and stood tlthin thirty feet from Pres-
‘1dent Llncoln during the dellvery of the cla331c Gettysburg
Address. | 7 |

| Profeesor Sharp is noW living a retired life at Frulta,
Colo., but is remarkdbly actlve 1n church work and st1ll wields
‘his pen with the vigor of_hls younger years. (9)

Leonard Huber (181941898) was born in Bavaria. He was
educated in the UniverSity”of Munich‘and praeticed law,nbut
flndlng it distasteful’ returned to the Unlver31ty to spec1a1-
ize. 1n philology and orlental lannuages.k After,15 years of |
univer31ty work he came to America (18b4) and during 40 years“!

- S e i B B ES Tem B TR TS TR R YW TS T YR e e YIS e 4B ow

"(9) Adapted in part from Holslnger, History of the Tunkem y
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taught in Unlver81ty of Wboster, Ashland College, and McPher-
son College. Many eminent scholdrs, 1nclud1ng college pre51d- N
'eﬁts; consulted him on various p01nts. Upon the death of his
wife (1896)yhe gave up teach;ng and devoted his whole time to
completing his "Notes on the New’Testament;V kWﬁile at workﬁon
:thenlaet pages he became an invalld.,,He“was reared a Lutherén,
but united with the Brethien aﬁ Ashleﬁd;;Ohio (1879). ‘"One of
:the foremost echolars that ever uﬁited with the1churoh, and
one of the purest llves we ever knew." (Adaoted from S. Z.
Sharp.) - i o

Charles Edward Arnold (1866-1902) is remembered as the
seCond president of McPherson College. A natlve of Vlrglnla,
he was educated at Brldgewater College and Ohio Normdl Univ=-
«er81ty. ‘In 1893 he‘became professor of mathemat1cs<1n McPher-
son- College. In 1896 he was 1naugurated pre81dent. In'1898
the local church ordained hlm to the blshoprlc., At his death
he Was Sunday School Secretary forHSouthwestern,Kansas. He was .
onge offered the editorship of thelsgndeijcbool publicafionsi
of,théfchorch, but declined'the'Offer, femaihing,nhowever,‘a )
member of the Advisory Boaed. He wés'also a member .of the
’Executiﬁe Board ofxthe‘State SundayrscﬂoollAseooiafioh;- (10)

Albert W. Vanlman,;son-of Daniel Vehiman;'was”born nearr
Dayton, Ohlo, in 1859, and died ianallfOrnie.in 1908. For
‘several years he served as bu51ness man&ger of McPherson Col-
‘lege. After prepdratlon 1n a medlcal school in Topeka Mr Van-
: iman and his wife were acoepted_in 1894 as mlss1onar1es to
India.r Plans, however;‘%e;e‘changed and‘fhey did not go. In -

" (10) Some Who Led, p. 220-223.
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i898’they’were sent to the Séuth to investigate the advisabii—/
ity of a mission amOng the negro'es./ Nothlng farther was done
in this‘matter. In 1900 the Vanlmans went_as mlssionarles to
Maimo, Sweden, spending :E'ive years at that place. Mr. Vanlman
was compelled because of falling health, to retréat to Callf-
ornia where he f1na11J succumbed to tubercu1031s. (11)
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(11) Some Who Led, p..216-219.



CHAPTER XVII
PRESENT - PROBLENS

As before intlmated, the Brethren have naturally had some
problems in connectlon with settllng in Kansas as well as in
other places. Land agents proved,one:qf the permanent annoy-=
‘ances and were regarded,with!suspieion in spite of such a frank
expression as‘the fellowing: "I‘am'out»of the real’estate bus-
iness.r Results and experlence. some pleasure, a 11ttle money,
one or two thanks, much censure, lots of expenses heaps of |
Worry, a great deal of worldlv knowledge and the tangles of
human nature.". (1) '

The follow1ng querles Wthh were dlscuseed at various
Conferences in Kaneas reveal very well the feellng of the tlmes
_ "Inasmuch as there is great dissatlsfactlon occas1oned

‘ from Brethren acting as real estate agents, espe01ally those

in the mlnistry, also the manner in which they wrlte about their
new 1oca11ty, w111 not th1s church thru Dlstrlct meeting ask
-annual Meetlng to take some steps to stop thls w1de-spread .

' ev119" Answer--"Brethren must not do so,~and 1f they do, shall
fall into the Judgment of the church " (2) >‘

"We the Ottawa Church, petltlon Annual Meetlng thru Dls-
trlct Meetlng to exclude all land advertisements from the Gos-r
pel Messenger." (3) This was sent to the Annual‘Conference

and the request was granted, much to(tne'chagrin of the land~

(1) M. . Eshelman, G. M. May 12, 1891.
(2) Conf. Rep., N, E, Kan., 1890.
(3) Ibid, 1899. , ,

agents.
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In 1005 slightly different tactics were proposed, judging
from this query from the Kansas Clty, Kan. Church: "We ask An-
nual Meeting thru District Conference, to establish a Bureau
of Emigration for the éurpose~of controlling gnd directing the
émigfation of our people in a way that will result in the .
greatest good to our missionary énd church éxtension work."(4)
This paper was respectfully returned by- the Diétricf,'althbugh
no reasons were specified.. | |

The‘deafth of candidates forkthe ministry has occasioned
widespread expressions of regret. The Brethren in Kansas, in
common with the general organlzatlon, have been acutely af=-
,-feéted by this condition. In the Brethren Church young men do
not volunteer foi\the ﬁinistry but are called by -the voice of
fhe church, as need arises, at her'regular‘councils or at bus=-
~ iness sessions called for that pagticular purpose. Yearé ago
older men were called, these being usually seleqted from the
deacons. Within the last quarter of a century this has given
way to the election of young men--often,ih their teens--from
the laity. With the rise of.éducational sentiment (or, iﬁ
reality, the renaissance of education in £he éhurch) there have -
come added qualifications for the preachér. It is no longer
p0b51ble to combine his calling with that of tllllng the soil,
merchandlulng carpentering, etc.; as was the olde* custom.
‘The mlnlstry of the church of the Brethren is adgustlng 1tse1f'
1to the new class of audltors—-more and more of them college
‘~'educated. It is this transition period which is creating such

&:rave concern.
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The traditional attitude of‘fheﬂchurch islopposed to a
salaried ministry. The Bréthren'Wefe accustoméd'tb think that.
a free ministry would be more 1ndependent of worldly tenden01e&
No doubt such a plan appealed to some of the most earnest men
of that day. It is remarkable what.a noble line of mlnlsters
the church produced under thls system.‘ h o

| But the salaried mlnlstry has come to stay. Threé'influ-
gnces have combined tq brlng 1t about, v1z., “the suppqrt of |
city and f%%ign miséionaries,Athe acquifed ﬁeéds of.college
bred members; and themvéryiegistgnceidf»the city church} The
‘Brethren are not so largely a~rurélrpedple aé;formerly, éﬁd
fheir advent into moré and mOre’varieties of the world's wbrk
has brought about the condition described.

Kangas has not been slow in grappling With the ﬁinister-'
~ial problem. One of'the first phases of the cése in Kaﬁ§as
was the manifest ine@uaii£y of diétribuiion«of‘the miniéterial
force. Several of the larger congregdtlons often had preach~
ers "and to spare“, Whlle others 1angulshed w1th need. Emi -
gratioﬁ was partly respon31ble for thls. Annual Conference
‘ récommended that the‘districts appoint mihisteiial committees
for the purpose of'pbviafing the difficulty.'rin 1906 the
Norﬁheaét District appoinfed Elders Geofée.mangn-Of»Gypsﬁm
~ City, R. F. McCune of‘ottawafband I; L. quvér'Of'Lawrence;on
a distribution committee . (5)  In théksamé year Soﬁtheéstern”
Kansas app01nted three mlnlstera as a commlttee to 3551st an%s)

encourage churcheb in the district in the electlon of mlnlster&

- e e M am W Mk Gr em e e S @R On Gm ez ex BB -

(5) Dist. Conf. Report, 1906 .
(6) Dist. Conf. Report, 1906.
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This move was madé{in Ordef te prOVide that a minieteria14sup-_
ply be on hand in the case-of churchee’whese:policy~Was always
to defer an electlon until need was 1mperat1ve, thus eutting
off all poeelblllty of the newly elected pastor's gettlng an
adequate preparatlon for his dutles.
| The many declining churches 1n the state and especially
the dlstrlct provoked the follow1ng query in 1013--"We the Kan-
,sas City Church, hereby petltlon the Dlstrlct Meetlng of North-
eastern Kansas, . assembled at Overbrook, tO/app01nt a committee
of not fewer than two elders ‘whose duty it shall be: 1. To
“search out churches having avallable materlal for the mlnlstry,
and 2. so far as poselble supply,chu;ches def1c1ent in the min-
isterial help so that the work may be more\sﬁCCeesfuliy‘earried.
on in the needy and declining cburchee." (7)»'This iequeet wds
 answered by the apﬁodntment'cf a committee_of thfee.
| SouthWestefn Kansasihes,been very elert in respodding to
the demands of changed conditions.' ThiS‘is doubtlees due to
"the fact that many of the leaders have attended McPherson Col-
lege. The salaried mlnlstry wa s presented to Dlstrlct Confer-
ence for consideration (1902) but nothlng came off1c1ally of
the discussion. (8) The dlutrlct nOW’haS several supported
pestors and local congregatlone have not deemed it necessary
to call on Conference for sanctlon.'Mf

The college men have felt hampered 1n enterlng the minis-
'tryvunless there is some’ sure and ddequate remuneratlon 1n v1ew“;

. Ay Gw v e we *E M G Be M e mm Sm M MmO Gm Gw e ew

(7) Dist. Conf. Report 1913. . e



One graduate said in 1905 that he had. preached sixteen years

‘and had not . recelved over one-tenth of the cost of his prepar=-

ation for the,work.',Heaonce held a revival in a congregation

 whose membership was worth $200,000 and received for his serv-

ices the pittance of 40 cents a day, while the support of his

family cost him $1.50 a d@y. He declared the Syéteﬁ in vogue

was responsible for the loss to the,churéh of 80% of the young
men. (9) Another speaker at a 1atef Conference stated that in
the preceding teﬁ yearsnsbﬂyof the men cailed to the office
of thevminiétry nad refused tofécéept; (10)

| - Of course guch bonditioﬁ§ no longer obtain. A1l city
workers are supported’and the same is true of more and more of
the rural churches. In some cabes the pdstor is hlred for
half or two-~thirds tlme, thus allow1ng time for evangellbtlc
services by which he may,be enabled toxobtain\a full salary.

Another vexing(problem~Which_is aﬁpafentlyvbecoming more

acﬁte in certain localities is thé‘ielation of the church to
secret societies. thile'the Brethren in Kaﬁéas, owing to the
fact that there are no large 01t1es,«do not feel so keenly the
pressure brought to bear on members to unlte with fraternal
organizations, yet there have been'qases'in which discipline
has been administered to those who éoﬁght to/hold:membership
in both lodge and chufch; ;The'churCh hés_a;Wst opposed this,
. and has made memberéhip infan oafh-bound éoéiety one test of 

felloﬁship.» The chdnged conditiong of recent years have as-

saulted the Brethren s tlme-honored p051t10n on the questlon.

RN

(9) H. M. Barwick, S. W. Kan. Conf. Report, 1905.
(10)  J. Funk, S. W. Kan. Conf. Report, 1907.
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‘Particularly haﬁ;ﬁhe‘rﬂsh to the cities been~provocative of
'breaches of discipline. 'TheAmajofity of members in city bhurch-
vkgs belong to the 1gboring class, and ha#é had trying e#beriencm
‘in'seeking employment because of'their~not‘belonging to labor
unions. Many doubtleés sacfifiéed their churéh affiliation in
the struggle for work. Year after year ‘the question came up
to Annual Conference, ‘but. that body, alwavs conservatlve and
not thoroughly allve to the needs of city members has uniform=
ly refused to make any concessions. However, in 1915 the Conf -
erence virtually left the matter to iﬁdiﬁidual judgment as far
‘as 1abor'unions‘are concerned, at the same\time discouraging
allitendeﬁcies likely to end in violation’of éhe law or the
weil-known prinbiples of thé church. It is perhaps accurate
to say that membershlp is tolerated rather than approved.

To a greater extent than many churches, the Church of the
- Brethren has an abldlngbproblem in the care for the isolated.
There are only between 50 and 60 céngregations in Kénsas, and
it is apparent that there must be many members not under the
1mmed1ate care of these congregatlons. nNo flgures are avail-
able to show evgn'approx1mately hOW¢maﬁ§ of such there are or
whether‘thé number is increasing or decréésing. Perhaps the
earliest effort to look after this class occurred in‘1872,
‘when Sidney Hodgdén moved to Galesburg and énnouhéed that he
was to be at the service of the scattered. (11) The results
of this effort do not appear. N \

From this time on the weekly corresponaence in the church

papers frequently speaks of the isolated.‘ Practically every

(11) Christian Famlly Companlon, Feb. 6, 1872,
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county in the state is represented. In 1893 Anna Herning re-
portéd that she was the oniy member in NessoCounty.to the best
of hef know1edge. In 18957there were a few scattered Brethren
in southern’part of Osborne Coonty;7~Probably,ﬁith a view of
reaching many without churcﬁ priﬁilegos J. C. Ulrey and N. B.i
Murray:set‘ouf in 1893 in a/pfivate conveyanoe to make the -
rounds of the frontier Of-SouthWeotern Kansas. Previous to
startlng they requested 1solated members to notlfv them of
their whereabouts. Thus thEJ were enabled to dlotrlbute tracts
visiﬁyand hold services. They'spent about two months in this
kind of work. Many of their audienceo came from 10 to 15 miles
to attend the services. 12) In 1896 J. R. Garber of Rockwell
ACity was appointed to work among-the mémoers‘in Decatur, Raw-
' 1iné, Thomaé,'and the north half of Shefidan County.

| Not_élllthosevwho were isolated wefe in;the country. Six
members'were’foundkiﬁ Dwight}énd two at Aima, the latter have
ing been awéy from the.Bréthroh church for 24 years. (13)
Nine mémbers were found in Piﬁtsburg.“ Thoy held membership in
the Osagé‘Church,'18<miles distant. (14) In 1900 two preach-
ing appointments were\started~in Emporia for the benefit of
the few saétieredﬁmembers living in that city;' |

Northwestern Kansas thru the Secretary of its M1s310n

Board put out a list of ouestlons in order to get in touch with

the isolated. , Just how successful the methoa wa s does not ap-
pear. The questlons were as follows:
1. . How many members in your vicinity?

e T UM W e TR TS WA E RS SN W R W SN WM wR @R

(12) G. M, Apr. 18, 1893.
" (1a) ¢. ‘M, Apr. 26, 1892
(18) Ibid. ‘



-128=-

i

2. What are the facilifies for holding meetings?

3. What'clags of’Christian‘professérs? ‘

4. Your nearestlrailroad stafion.

5. From what Qﬁngregatipn did ybu move%

6. Have yoﬁ a'certifibate of:membership?

7. If an\officer’in the‘éhurch, name the office. (15)

No very satisfactory method to solve the problem has as
yet been found. Usually the deacons of the nearest church en-
deavor to pay at least one.off1C1a1 v131t a year for the pur -
pose of ascertaining the religious status of the membership.
This procedure enables the congregatioh to reach many who are
within a reasonable distance; The Brethren are also charact-
erized for their loyalty to the churdh publication and thus
thru the Gospel Meésenger espéciaily'ﬁhe isolated manage to
keep in more or less intimate toﬁch‘with the church in general.
Then, too, the Conferences afford opportunity for members far
and nearrto enjoy several days' reunion, and both the District
and Annual Conferences‘are usually‘very wéli attended One
remarkable ‘thing about the Brethren which was p01nted out by a
reporter at the Lincoln (Nebr ) Conference in 1901 was that
~each member seemed to know literally hundreds of the people’
whom he met on the grounds. Conferences always afford oppor-
‘tunities for family, cdllege, or neighborhobd reunions.

The Brethren have alwa&s been adﬁocates of the "simﬁle
‘lifé," applyiﬁg fhis doctrine to evéry ppase of~living. Rural
l1ife has been especially faﬁorablebto this ideal, but the last

- v e B G G S WT G W Gw SR wu e S S e

(15) G. M. 1887.
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 decade has seen a rush to toﬁn and city. This has brought the

~ church square against amusements, faéhions and éssociations to
Which it was hitherto a strangér;f Some have méintained’that
the deonomination will nbtllive,apart from ité rural moorings.
But the Bréthrén have not aiways peeq a rural pebp;e, and £hey
cherish no particular anfipathy tQWard tﬁeacity;' They are;.of
‘course, cbnéervative~and dgvoted; amongrother things, to the
principle of’simplicity in all sociél relations. - The sur-
render of this tenet constitutes the chief fear which the Breth
ren have in regard to city;iife. Kansas has always adhered to
the teaching of the Bfethren respecting thé simple \1ife'and a
- sane, moral class:of members has beén‘develéped, free from some

of the austerities found in other sections.
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SUPPLEMENTAL NOTES

: Runhihé at random thru'Brumbaugh's?"Histgry of the Breth-
ren" I find the fdllowing names in colonial history. Manyfof
'themt in fact most ofifhem, are sﬁill prominen{ in the church.
’The list inéludes such names as : Mack, Price, Pfautz, Sower,
‘  Landls, Frantz, (1) Becker, Rlnehart’ Harley, Urner, Wolf,

 Leedy, (2) Eby, Mohler, (3) Zug, Longanecker, Flory, ‘Bashor, '
- Mlller, Royer, Wampler, Glbbel, Eshelman, Herr, Hollinger,

| Hornby, Gish, Negf, Yount Leatherman, Studebaker (4), Dier=-
dorff, Burkholder, Brower, Saylor. :

(1) The mother of Gov. Frank Frantz of Okld. was ‘a member
of the Brethren. _

(2) Governor Leedy of Kansas was born of Brethren par-
entage.

(3) J. C. Mohler, Secretary of Agriculture of Kansas is
of Brethren extraction.

(4) The Studebaker Wagon is a "Brethren product."
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II.

Slavery--On the attltude of the Brethren toward slavery

k 'B1shon H. C. Early Of Va. -y says in the Gospel Messenger of

’*.Nov. 13, 1915: "It Wouldlbg‘dlfflcult to set forth a p081tioh
lmoré ciearly dﬁd mbre’uncompromisingly;' The church's position

‘ﬁ §gainst slaverywhés been fhe mbst,unyiéiding. Andﬁthere is

no doubt that the\poéition of thé Brethren’had much to do with
Pre51dent Lincoln, Daniel P. Sayler, the church's champlon in

behald of the freedom of the slaves, was an intimate personal

. friend of Llncoln,jand‘a,frequent visitor at the Whlte House ."
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In generalythe~Brethren have no'formulated creed as such.

~ They profess to accept in full the teachlngs of the New Test-

ment as the rules of faith and practlce. When an application
- of Chrlstlan doctrines is questioned appeal may be made to An-
" nual Conference and the rule formulated by that‘body thru its
“demdprgtic Voting pqwer’is héld'to be What somé ﬁight call a
 creed. The Brethren afeyneVer’called upon to change pheir
_wcreed eﬁen though meﬁhéds and theories-vérybfrom time to time.
'Occastionally,lhoweVer, stateﬁehts are made settiné forth
'lthe pureiy ethical asbect of‘thé belief‘of ﬁhe church. One
éuch wa.s presented at the organizatioh of the Cheyenne Church,
Aug. .18, 1886. It is called "pr1nc1ples for con51derat10n"
and is as follows,»f- o

1. TFaith in the Lord Jesﬁs as head of the "one body."

2. Holiness§ywhich,embraces love to 6ne’another, prayer
‘Tcovering or uncoveriné of’the'head during devotion to God,
‘;and noh-cdnformity*to the wofld in:cugioms5 manners, éppayel
lfor the body, and places of worldly amusement. \ ‘

3. Sendlng and recelving v131ts when correctlon becomes
necesééry. ‘ ‘ ) |

4. Benevolence»toWard all, whether in or out of the
church, in entertéining.strahgers or friends‘and aiding the
- poor, thus Chériéhing.ahd upholding.the'Gospeliprinciple bf
giving in thé namé of the Lord Jesus. % |

- B ConverSation to be pure, holy, without 00vetoasnéés,

‘without jesting. -



6. To

attend meétings‘fegulariy‘so as to be edified and

: to.hélp maintain religious principles and‘evangelizé the world

by purity of
' 7. To
8.  To

-~ to repel the

9. - To
compromising
(1) 6.

life and fidelity to God.
deal and trade with all to the glory of God.
read the-divine Scriptuneskso as to Dbe prépared

enemy of true enjoyment.

abstain from such civil'off;ceé as require the

) *» . 8 :
of Gospel principles." (1)
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Iv.

In former yearskthe Brethrén engaged upon occastion in
bublic debates on‘reiigion. Atilgast ﬁhree contests of thei‘
sort have been held in Kansaé;‘ November 10-13, 1894, Dr. G.
‘A.'Shamburger of Ester;y,,La.;frgpresenﬂipg the Brethren met
‘infdebate Rev; H. A. Kerr of Anthony3,reﬁresentingmthe Christ-{
'ianvChﬁrch. The debate was held in tﬁé Monitor Church about
 ten miles SoufhWest‘from McPherson.  Four propositions émbody-
*7'iﬁg differencesVin’the,belief and practice of the‘churches par=
{, ticipéting were fhevtobics for discussion. (1)

T In the spring 6f 1895 E1der;Caieb Fogle Of‘Kansas pre-

_ sented the doctrine of Christian baptism as understood by the
Brethren in a debate in which‘his}dpponeﬁt was Rev. J. C. Ross
‘éf the United Brétbren~¢hurch;' Thé debéfe occurred at Havan-
| ﬁa; Kansas. (2) \ ) |

In August of the same year Elder Albert Brown of the
‘Christian Church met.in debate“with1E1der Chas. M. Yearout of
the church of the Brethren. The grounds of é?ostolic bélief
and practice were cdver& in a series of propositions. iThé de =
bate was held iﬁ‘a grove in Johnson County. Bishop Enoch Eby
.whd was evidently bresent, said: "We think 6ur céusexlost
‘hbthiﬁg, and I suppose the opposite side think the same, as is
:Augually the case. " (3) .‘ ‘Ak ' - o B
| Elder B. E.‘Keslér,\formérly of Kansas is one of the most .

Gospel Messenger, 1894.
Ibid, 1895,
~Ibid, 1895.

o~~~
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widely known of the Brethren because of his numerous religious
debates. However, the debates are becOming less frequent, and

| the leaders in church work are discouraging thé practice.



v
In many congreg%tions in the;Eaét the BretﬁrenAhaVe in-

years past ﬁsed the‘German ianéuage in'theirlservices. It isl
nokunheard of th;ng even ﬁoday for a fune:al sermon to.be
‘preached in German and Enﬂlish."’Thef'German, however, has‘been
used but, little by the church in Kansas. In 1886 the Washing=-
ton Church in Washington Cpunty'reported 22 members, most Qf\
whom were Germans. All4the p#eaching was done in German, but
there was a strong deﬁand fof/éﬁ English\preacher. (1) From
a brief but eareful etudy bf,the names of the charter members
~of the earlier churc%es'in Kansas i‘cenciﬁde thatlat 1easé one;
kﬂalf of the Brethren were of German extractlon. Hoﬁ many spoke
 the 1dnguage 1s hard to determlne. Naturally the number is de-
crea51ng, for there 15-no church in Germany from Whlch to em-
1grate, and in the Unlted States no’ special appeal is made to
Germans more than to others. (2)

Kansas, however, has made a greater effort than any other
state to reach the Scandinavians. fhis was due largely to the
efforts and influence ef Bishop Cﬁfistian Hope who spentrhis |
later years near Herington.;‘ | o ‘

Northeastern Kaneas in 1888 recommended the calllng of
Danish members to the mlnlstry. (1) The same,dlstrlct took
up an offering the next year to be deveted to Hepe's work a=

mong his fellow-countrymen. In 1890 Hope speﬁt some time a=
mong tﬁe Scandinavians in Kansas'City. Possibly stimulated

---‘—‘-Qauun--mu--nn-u-qu-

(1) G. M. Mar. 16, 1886, . : ,
. (2) 1In 1900 Dr. Brumbaugh ;emarmed that the ministerial
directory of Brethren as an etymologlcal study pointed plalnly
to a German ancestiry. ~
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by his endeavofs in Kansas the;AhnuaIFCOnferénée of 1894 at
'Meyersdale, Pé,; decided;tb colonize'Scandinavians in America
 ahd to support thé min@stry among'them. This ﬁroject wag'ap-:
  proved by the Decatur Conferenée'(1895) ahd Bishop Eby and
others went with the railroad officials to North Dakota to
.ﬁspy out the land." Nothing éaméypf the proposition.
Oct.'17;'1896, the Monitofmcopgregation in McPhéfsbn‘
'Cbunty elected O. Holtgren to the ministry féf the purpose of
‘,working’among ‘the Swedeé. This~hom¢kwgska% Marquette. He
:’spoke fiuently the English, German, and‘Swedish 1anguagés. At
“the réquest of the General Mission Board, T. C.‘Petérson of |
‘Herington was made a minisﬁer. This Wéé also inl1896;
| MeanWhile Christian Hope‘was_travelling far and widé work=
ing amogg the Swedes and Danes. He went as far horth és North
| Dakota, also doing some pfeaching in Nebraska. Inllé98 he
, Hbﬁened religious services in tWo Danish éettlements in Wash-
'*ihgton andlclay counties. All these plans for extensive work
‘;ware suddenly blighted ihf1899 by tﬁe death of‘Bishbp Hope and

- the fact that there was no man to take his'place;
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The State Sunday School Assoc1at10n of Kansas has called
lwto its Executlve Commlttee some of the ablest ‘Brethren 1n the
state. For several years Pres. C. E Arnold of McPherson Col=-
‘lﬂge WdS’d member._ At hls death Prafessor 5. J. Miller suc-
‘ceeded to the place,lretalnlng ‘his place untll 1912, when he
moved to Callfornla.n Thereupon Professor Js J Yoder, Dean of
the Blble School of McPherson College was elected to the Com~-

: mlttee.} His usefulneSb to that bady was ev1denced by the fact
Vthat 1n 1910, when a sub~comm1ttee of three was app01nted to
'Ahave immedlate superv1b10n of all the offlcers employed oy the

State A35001at10n, Profesbor Yoder wa s n&med as one of the
three. |

| In 1915 F. A, Vanlman of McPherson, a luadlng banker of
that c1ty, was elected second v1ce—pr631dent of the Associa-

tlon.,
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An 1nterest1ng study 1s presented in the defunct congree'“‘
gatlon of the Brethren mn Kansas.f The most apparent conclus-'
~ion is that the earller settled communltles have seen fewer‘
deserted churches than have the others, that is, eastern Kans-"”
as melntalne more congregatlons out of the whole number started
than does the western part of the state.‘ A reasonably accurate‘v
count covering the perlod from 1887 untll 1915 shows that
northeastern has four dlsorganlzed congregatlons, Southeastern,
six; Northwestern, twelve,'ahd Southwestern, ten._ Thus it ap- ﬁ
pears that while the church often makes rapld growth 1n newer
settlements, the older settled parts of Kansas have the more: 
stable organlzatlons. f i | S ‘ |

Usually emlgratlor has’been thekcause of decllneri‘Figuree;g
~are not at hand to show even approx1mately the number ofAem- |
igrants from each communlty, but W1th1n thlrty years Monltor»b
(McPherson County) reports hav1ng lost 200 by emlgratlon to
Oklahoma, Mlssourl, Indlana and Californla and Scott Valley‘
(Greenwood County) a few over 190.‘ These churches, however,’
have easily surv1ved such 1osses and are yet prosperous.\ Oth-;ee

‘ers have been undble to stand them and have gone out of exlst-j[T

ence. Z¢hf7"7i o "'7fij5ff\9“
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Mep end key showing locetion and membership of the‘bongrega-
tions of the Church of the Brethren‘ in Ransas.
- The church census is that of 1915 and it is taken from the

Missionary Visitor of May of the year neamed.



Northwestern Kensas.

. Congregation '~ﬂ » o - Number. of members
1. Quinter P - - 230
2. Neple Grove - - = = = == = - = -~ -~ B3

5. Pleasent View - - = = = = = = — & . 15

4, TYorth Solomom - = = = = =~ = = = = = 82

5., Vietor - - - - - - - - - - - - - 105

6., DOrTENCE = = =~ = = = = = = = = = = 43
7. Seline Valley - - = = = = = = = = = 11

8,. Burr Oak - - —\F'- - = - - < 100

9. hite Rock - - - - - = = - - - - 49
10, Belleville = = = = = = = = = = = = _ 79

- | Totel —--==-==m 767



- Northeastern Kansas.

Congregétiqﬁf o . ‘i . 'Number46f members

1. Veshington - - - = = - - - ;qe - a0

2. Vermillion - - - LRI - 75

3, Sabethe - - = = = = = - = = == & 89

4. Rock Creek j— R A - 30

5. Norrill f' ------ - - ;v-f; 240

6. Chapmanldreek - - Q - - - - -'e ; o  780>
7. Abileme - - -~ = = = = - - - EREEIR 178

8. Ramone _~;:? —v—,— oo ei4 - < k véo

9. Cottomwood = = - = - = = = = = = “" 30

10. Topeka = = = = = = = = = = = = - - 50
S OzéWkie | “ ' i : .f  ,, N
1. ) o m e e e e === 9

McLouth o o T A

12, Laﬁrence - - —‘7 - - - - -,5;4 ‘ L 24;Tv |
13, Eleasant Gro&e;?~_- RS ii T
14. Vashington Creck = - - = = = = = 88
15, Appanoose - - - ,'-‘;V;vey- - = :' [164"

16. Overbrodk - s s ——— .- - - - 35

17. Ottawa - - -'-/e Af-rg\-v4f— i l'bliS‘

18. Wede Branch - S --- —f-‘.df»;’27 :

19, Neple Grove - - - - = - - = - -f;v'ﬂ‘i 18
raof’01ather SRSV - 88

21, Kaneas City Mieelom'= - - - - — - = 61
22. Kansaeg City Central - - - ‘~  86



- Southwestern Xangsas,

Congfegation' | : | ; Tumber of metwbers
1. Sante Fe e e~ 2
2. Garaén City - -—— = - - - /-»7' ' 24
3., Bloom - — - = = == = = = = = -l oy BB
4, Protéction = = = = = = = = = = — = 30(?)
5, Larned City - - - - - - -.-~~4- - \55‘
6. Larned s ' 78
. Welnut Velley - = = = = = = = = = 15
8. Eden Velley e e e e el oo ar
9. ZKanszg Center - - - - - i - -- - 35
10, salem =~ - - - - - = - e e == 80
11, Pleasanf Tiew - —7-}- - ===~ 87
l12. Monitor =~ - - - - - - - - - - o 87
15. MoPhereon - - - f------- 285
14, Peabody - - - R I — - @ 34
15, Murdock -~ = = = = = = = - ~’» B ; - 40
16, TMowhon = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 'WJ 79
17. Wichita - - - 'i"""“"": 135
18, Slete Creek - - - - —_;', I -\_'L.: 110



Southeastern Kahsas.- """""

Congregafioh S . _ Number of members *5
1. Veraigris - T -
2. Nont Id8 = - == =--w---~ 50
3. . Soott Valley = = = = = = - = = =L = 44
4, Paint Oreek = - = = = = = = = = = 61

5. NeogHO - =~ = =i oo oo 24
‘4/6. Altoona - - - pa e . y‘i" “28;

7. Fredonie - - - - e ---=- - B0
8. Grenola = e I - 53
9. Independence - - - - - ~ - ;”? .-l }  75
10. Parsons - - } - - e -«‘\ - 80
11.‘®sage e e e - - AR !VVl |
12.;Altamont - - - - E m e e ”;2i';j
13, Hewﬁﬂope - 4 -ff s e e { N



ERRATA -

Although page 125 is unintentionany omitted there is no

break in. the narrative. I

The old spelllng “Gosnel Visiter" is not to be regarded as

| inaccurate.‘ B ‘ :

"Matter of Churches™ (n. 105, 11ne 10) should read "Mother
- of Churches" v ,

"Grove County" (p. 41, line 1) ghould réad'"dee County™.,
"Trostel” {p. 55, 11ne 15) gshould be spelled "Troetle" -
-"S. B. Sharp" (p. 59, line 10) should be "S T Sharp“
"Franz" (p. 64 line 22) is properly spelled "Frantz" .
"Mise Mary Wiee" (n.85 line 18) should read "Mies Mary

Wine". . : ' SRR



