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ABSTRACT: When Apartheid ended in South Africa,dsd many barriers to entry for
other Africans who wished to migrate there. Theyeavith business skills that locals
lacked, having previously been barred from mucbiwt life, and quickly dominated in
street trading. Two decades later, the lure of dppday is still drawing millions of
Africans to South Africa. The purpose of this stuslyo examine the obstacles and
threats to livelihood that migrants encounter imt80Africa, to understand the survival
strategies they employ to combat these, along thélpressures from home, and to
analyze the effects these strategies have on spaiiering scales. This study utilized
gualitative research methods and focused on migtest traders in Greenmarket
Square in the heart of Cape Town, South Africa.righgs conveyed that they struggled
with locals who exhibited high levels of xenophoblidey also struggled to understand
and negotiate the South African Immigration bureacyg, which is notoriously
inefficient and sometimes corrupt. Lastly, migraotstrayed their relationships to home
in complex terms, outlining both the benefits andts, financial and emotional, of being
linked transnationally to their home communitiesgMnts are fond of home, but
routinely feel negatively pressured to remit finemand struggle to maintain a place in
the social order from afar. | conclude that migsaare exposed and at-risk, caught in
between a context of poverty in the Global Soutth atide of resentment, fear and stern

migration policy in the Global North.
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Chapter 1. Introduction
[. Introduction

A. Migration to South Africa

Migrants are coming to South Africa in large nunshdérom several African
countries. This critical issue is the core of tieisearch project. The majority of
scholarship on migration to South Africa has foclse three topics. The first is the
study of South Africa’s rich history of migratiohhe second is the study of
contemporary South Africa’s high levels of xenopilaglwhich often has placed sole
emphasis on the experiences and viewpoints okasizThe third is research geared
toward arguing the merits or demerits of migratonl its corresponding state policies.

In these studies, migration in South Africa igkly taken as a given.
Increasingly though, researchers have begun opepirtige migration discussion to the
understanding of how and why migrants act, rathan imerely demographic information
about them. These authors are largely anthropdakdist are increasingly joined by
geographers. Many studies have also been largelytigative in nature. The vast
amounts of quantitative data are insufficient agirtbwn to answer the multitude of
guestions that are still to be answered about mdgran the South African context. The
statistical and survey data that have dominatedoaiblekit of migration studies are now
acting as a base from which scholars encouragamoiier to pursue research questions
that are qualitative in nature and weighted onpiiispectives and experiences of actual
migrants.

Migration Studies hold certain assumptions abbetstrategies migrants employ

to survive. The South African context often rendbese assumptions problematic at



best. What motivates migrants to come specifidall$outh Africa and how they
accomplish their unique goals once they arrivertadeen sufficiently explored. This
understanding is critical to answering questiorsualthe state of contemporary South

Africa, Africa, and global transaction.

B. Historical Research Context

To say that South Africa’s history has been shdpeahigration is a major
understatement. The movements of African and E@opeoples have had a great
impact on the social make-up of South Africa fontiteds or thousands of years. The
migration streams that most shaped contemporargatiog to South Africa, however,
began in 1870 when diamonds were discovered neabéiey, and in 1886, when gold
was found on the Witwatersrand (Wentzel and ThB606). Migrants were actively
recruited from other parts of southern Africa aneirt labor became a central feature of
the industrialization of South Africa (Modi 2003)he operation of these mines
demanded huge numbers of cheap, unskilled, and,impsrtantly, disposable laborers
(Wentzel and Thlabela 2006; Modi 2003; Crush arntuit&éseke 2001). Mining served to
economically integrate Southern Africa, albeit imesty skewed manner where South
Africa controlled the flow of labor, enabling it éxternalize the costs of the health and
social welfare of its workers (Oucho 2006; Solon2005; Wentzel and Thlabela 2006).
Labor migration remained a dominant feature of3bath African economy under
Apartheid (Adepoju 2003). However, as other coestin Africa emerged from their
own independence struggles, most took issue withirSafrica’s Apartheid-era policies.

Countries like Zambia and Tanzania enforced aafdebor embargo, not allowing their



citizens to seek work in South Africa (Wentzel aridabela 2006; Adepoju 2003). Many
African countries also supported, armed and hatbfvemdom fighters and rebels driven
from South Africa (Adepoju 2003; Modi 2003). In pesise, South Africa actively sought
to destabilize its neighbors by supporting or ajdimeir own rebel elements and
fracturing the already precarious post-colonialtmal and economic conditions (Modi
2003). This destabilization campaign left many d¢aea functionally dependent to a

further extent on South Africa (Modi 2003).

C. Post-Apartheid Migration Issues

When Apartheid ended, so did its fortificationSufuth African borders. Before
1994, migrants did not perceive South Africa agsirdble migration destination (Shea
2008). The advent of majority rule ended many Afnicountries’ labor embargoes on
South Africa (Adepoju 2003). Contractual migramtsti Lesotho, Swaziland,
Mozambique, and Malawi were joined by Africans framlethora of countries (Adepoju
2003). The democratization encouraged an increask types of migration: skilled and
unskilled, legal and illegal (Wentzel and Thlab2006; Adepoju 2003). However, most
new migrants came illegally (Adepoju 2003).

The post-Apartheid African influx to South Afribeas been multifaceted (Crush
&McDonald 2002). Not only was there an influx oban-bound foreign migrants in
South Africa, there was now increasing internalnatign amongst South Africans,
especially blacks (Western 2001). Due to Aparthieid, blacks grew up in the cities.
Apartheid fell and so did the barrier to the cignters (Ballard & Popke 2004; Landau

2006). South Africa’s cities are now growing ragidbutting increasing pressure on an



increasingly diverse set of migrants, settled infaals, and the public officials tasked

with providing service, safety and support (Wes@&001).

D. Policy response

Post-1994 policy was ambiguous at best. Many patiakers chose to delay the
complex issue and many chose to simply ignore lack of any apparent policies or
their translation to a confused civil service résdilin ad hoc procedure (Solomon 2005).
This indecision or preference to ignore immigratp@mmeated all levels of government.
According to Sinclair (2001, 208), the local authes in Johannesburg and Cape Town
also refused to adapt to the changing urban seniatonment of the 1990s, preferring to
“turn a blind eye to the level of conflict betweriban groups, believing, no doubt, that
this is beyond both their responsibility and theach.”

Nelson Mandela, the first post-apartheid presiddidtnot care to address
immigration legislation, favoring to regard immigta as brothers and sisters whose
countries had aided in the struggle against ApattfWestern 2001). Many other ANC
members shared the same filial feelings with Africauntries that had harbored them
under Apartheid. This sentiment was increasinglyntered by more conservative
policy-makers concerned with securing South Afsdaagile peace and prosperity for
those only within its borders. Mangosuthu Butheldze first government’s minister for
Home Affairs, argued that migrants would threatenresources of the government’s
new economic program for Growth, Employment andifgtution (GEAR) (Modi

2003). Thus, ironically to meet progressive goalSouth Africa, policy makers have



chosen increasingly to take a hard stance on nogradDeportations began in 1995 and
quickly rose to hundreds of thousands per year.

Draconian measures in South Africa have done littlhalt immigration
violations. Sinclair claims that South Africa’s ¢oml measures are built on realist
fictions that the State dominates society andithatigration is fundamentally a security
risk (Sinclair 1998). It is an impossible task wipe the 4973 kilometers of land border,
65 check points on land, 9 harbors, 35 internatiamports and the 400 secondary
airports (Solomon 2005). South Africa does not héweecapacity to stop furtive
migration, which is only increasing (Solomon 208 clair 1998; Sinclair 1999). South
Africa, despite its challenges for migrants, issaywvelcoming target. Its porous borders,
relative economic advancement, and long history ssurce of labor for migrants
combine to overwhelm South Africa’s poorly fundedlananaged control regime.

Additionally, many South African businesses hawested interest in helping
immigrants come to South Africa for work. Immigramtay a key role for the many
businesses that prefer to hire them. The Soutlt#drlabor market craves skilled
workers and cheap exploitable labor (Crush &McDdr02; Maharaj & Rajkumar
1997). South Africa is experiencing a large outmiigm of skilled workers, and their
educational system is not producing anywhere resdreénough to meet the demand
(Stern & Szalontai 2006; Solomon 2005). Immigratomtrol laws, while potentially
making it more dangerous for businesses to hireigrants, ironically decrease the labor
costs for businesses by making immigrants moreetatp South Africa’s economy has

a one hundred and fifty year history of relyingdisposable labor. Migration has been a



fundamental feature of the South African sociatiErape since before the state was
formed, and it is unlikely that the state will netop it (Sinclair 1998).

There are many contradictions within South Africehmigration stance. The first
and most technically vexing contradiction is how®oAfrica seeks integration with
world politics and economy, but is becoming morelesive with its immigration policy
(Maharaj 2001). Second, many public figures, eslgci habo Mbeki, “chose to
promote South Africa as a site of a new African &ssance and perhaps also a home for
all Africans, at least symbolically” (Hansen et2009, 189). This type of rhetoric was
also being advanced in the lead up to “Africa’s W& up,” hosted by South Africa in
2010 (Landau 2009). Third, South Africa’s constdntpreserves freedom of movement
as a civil right (Western 2001) and promises ctusbinal protections to all who live
within South Africa’s borders, not to citizens fser (Sinclair 2001).

Sinclair believes that a new Apartheid has beeated where people are denied
their constitutional, civil and human rights duebing made illegal residents (Sinclair
2001). Fourth, there is the issue of the incaldelalebt owed to African countries that
played vital roles in the support, harboring angpdying of the ANC and other
resistance groups. Some claim there is at leastralmebt to repay in kind the past help
of countries that allowed South Africans to comd ga at will (Anderson 2006).
Moreover, many other Africans of neighboring coigsihold the Republic of South
Africa criminally responsible for the “Total Strgt¢’ destabilization campaigns that
contributed to the great economic and politicalabgity Southern Africa experiences

today (Adepoju 2003). With a free and prosperousnteansigent South Africa, many



countries that took in South African refugees neel their openhandedness was
misplaced (Oucho 2006).

Contrasts and contradictions like these are siraphditions of life in modern
South Africa. By the numbers, the average per aapdome of a South African is 36
times that of a Mozambican (Solomon 2005), butaferage South African does not
receive an equitable share of South Africa’s weadilthiact, South Africa experiences one
of the greatest income disparities in the world€polju 2003; Oucho 2006; Steenkamp
2009). Thabo Mbeki accurately described South Afds “two nations,” one in the first
world and another in the third (Adepoju 2003). Atimated 18-21 million of its
inhabitants live in abject poverty (Solomon 200B)this context of crushing poverty,
upwards of 40% unemployment, and vast social irtggthie social and political integrity
of the country is precarious (Adepoju 2003). Thdlioms of Africans have been
compelled to immigrate, despite the difficulty tle&en South African citizens face in
South Africa, speaks to the sadder disparity betvBmuth Africa and its African
neighbors (Adepoju 2003). This research is aimeahatvering some of the plethora of
guestions raised by such a vast movement of pemgler such circumstances. The first
task is to ask what is known or suspected of thieemug of contemporary migrants to

South Africa.

E. South Africa’s “New” Migrants
Obtaining demographic data on migrants is incigdiiificult. Much of the data
collected through large-scale survey projects le& lproblematic (Crush &McDonald

2002). But small and medium scale studies orgariemgely through the South African



Migration Programme, using mixed methods, have mctated data and yielded some
insight into the makeup of African migration to Stoé/frica.

Immigration to South Africa is overwhelmingly yog male and unattached (De
Jong & Steinmetz 2006; Oucho 2006; Pendleton 20@@&yever, numbers of women are
increasing, especially in non-economic migratiord amformal trading in the urban
setting (Crush &McDonald 2002; Oucho 2006; Pendié&2006). Immigrants are now
increasingly older with many more middle-aged nmagsaand heads of household
(Pendleton 2006). Though average migrants in SAfriba have long been better
educated than locals, this level of educationssg (Pendleton 2006). The more
educated migrants often find employment in the &dggiskilled jobs that locals are not
able to do (Adepoju 2003).

Most often, however, migrants find employment iemal, unskilled occupations
where there is less competition from local popoladi (Adepoju 2003). As mentioned
before, employers value immigrants for their wilimess to work harder, for less pay,
under harsh circumstances and especially for #warsion to unionization for fear of
visibility (Adepoju 2003; Modi 2003). Historicallynining has dominated migrant
employment. Though mine employment has declinedipiteusly, mine work is still the
most reported occupation (Pendleton 2006).

A large number of immigrants choose to self-empulog to state restrictions and
the lack of employment protections (Maharaj & Rajlar 1997). These small, medium
and micro enterprises (SMMES) can take a varietfpiohs, such as auto repair,
hairdressing, construction and street trading (Ml3). Street trading has seen

particular growth, with more participation by WestCentral Africans from further



afield (Adepoju 2003; Crush &McDonald 2002; Oucli®@; Dierwechter 2002).
Somalis in particular are known for a high capafwtyentrepreneurship and a proactive
approach towards survival (Sadouni 2009).

Street trading often involves working illegallycaan the informal side of the
economy. Many street traders maintain legal statusmany do not (Western 2001). The
vast majority of immigrants enter legally througbrdber posts (Crush &McDonald 2002).
Thus, being “illegal” mainly occurs through clanties entry and overstay (Maharaj
2001), but also can happen though amnesty defgutiinosing a claim for refugee
status (Oucho 2006). The majority of specificallggal migrants are men (Oucho 2006).
lllegal immigration figures vary widely and are ararrate, many coming from some
famously flawed studies (Crush &McDonald 2002), thaty are still quoted by
politicians, government and media (Maharaj 2001).

Migrants to South Africa rarely express a desireemain indefinitely (Adepoju
2003; Crush 1997; Hansen et al. 2009; Modi 2003;H012006). Migrants report a
strong preference for life in their home countrg a@esire to return from South Africa
(Crush &McDonald 2002; Modi 2003). Families rarg@in migrants in South Africa,
instead remaining at home (Adepoju 2003). Resess@wree on this note without
exception. However, regarding the subject of mitisagirives and motivations that may
explain these patterns (or the lack thereof), laftedivide researchers’ conclusions.
Most commonly the topic of motivation and stratégpeatly avoided. My research seeks
to fill these voids with a nuanced understanding/bét drives and motivates the act of
immigration to South Africa and the behaviors exieith there by immigrants. | have

summarized the historical and spatial conditionsasftemporary migrant spaces in



South Africa and the relatively little that is knowf the make-up of the actors in these
spaces. | now introduce the theoretical delibenstion the causes and unfolding nature

of contemporary migration as they impact this prbje

Il. Theoretical and Research Themes

A. Migration Studies in Context

The study of migration is an interdisciplinarylfi€Horevitz 2009), relying
heavily on anthropology, political science, socgyphistory, geography, economics,
psychology and demography (Castles and Miller 200Bis broad base is useful for
gaining a variety of perspectives, but also sigsifa great deal of theoretical approaches.
Quite a bit of debate exists over what factorsalmigration. Is migration a family
survival strategy (Cliggett 2003)? Is migrationiadividual strategy (De Jong &
Steinmetz 2006)? Theorizing the factors that prilpdrive migration is a bed of
contention.

Most modern migration studies have operated fioerNeoclassical theory of
migration, which claims that wage differentials #re chief determinant of migration
(Stern & Szalontai 2006; Todaro 1981). Such theauidize a “push-pull” model
whereby factors create undesirable conditionseritbme country and create other
desirable conditions in the destination countryg(l®66). They focus heavily on human
maximization of economic utility (Castles and Mil@009). Many researchers of Africa
view the migration dynamic as a push from home tre@sdue to political and economic
instability, with South Africa simply being the ntagsadily available source of

employment, or infrastructure to support small bass (Maharaj 2001, Modi 2003;
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Sadouni 2009; Solomon 2005; Western 2001). Theeasng number of critics of
Neoclassical theory, however, point out that tbis individualistic and is ahistorical. Its
market focus dismissively categorizes factors aghtate intervention as free-market
distortions (Gray 2009). Finally, economic utildlone does not account for where
people decide to migrate, as people do not alwaygerto the places of highest wages,
say when an Algerian migrates to France, as oppmoségrmany (Castles and Miller
20009).

Researchers have historically focused on migragan aggregate phenomenon
but most now recognize the importance of family ardlividual strategies to explaining
the aggregate (De Jong and Steinmetz 2006; Gra§)2G0mmonly referred to as the
New Economic Migration Theory, it stresses thatdahwolds and not only individuals
maximize utility (De Jong & Steinmetz 2006). Thes@ategies are not solely focused on
gaining higher wages, but can be aimed at divengjfgtreams of income and gaining
capital for investment in cottage industry and fiagm

Then come a collection of theories that addredsafies on a global scale, such as
the demand for cheap labor by owning classes,iterital linkages between colonial
powers and former colonies and how these linkatmsagfactor in migration strategy
(Schinkel 2009). They often utilize structural cepts to help explain the factors at work,
i.e. the relationship between the spatial accunuonaif capital and the labor that moves
internationally to support it (Castles and Mill€¥®). These theories see international
labor systems as keeping third world dependenheriitst world (Castles and Miller

2009).
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Because many theories focus on economics, thetpfaonsider the diverse
motivations for movement (Kothari 2008). There sndtiple explanations for what
moves people to migrate, and the most common #®often paint too simple a picture
(Castles and Miller 2009). | fully appreciate tlmeomic context around most migration
decisions, and | find the push-pull dialectic vagJpful and appealing. However | also
recognize that motivation is layered. We must tiet complex texture of human
practices call into question traditional acadenmisibns between “moves” motivated
by, on the one hand, financial interest or survarad, on the other, emotional
attachments” (Burman 2002, 49). | hope to takeitlea a step further and explore how

emotional attachments also play into survival egegs of migrant informal street traders.

B. Case Studies

| have pulled from a diverse group of authorsuadothis foundation of literature,
as migration studies are by their nature intergigwary (Horevitz 2009). This base
includes a number of geographers. Belinda DodsdrCatherine Oelofse (2002) did a
study of Mizamoyethu in the Hout Bay area near Ckpen that displays well the
strengths that geographers can bring to migratietiess. Their study was historically
grounded, and spatially sensitive. Instead of netneng discourses of difference, they
offer an interpretation of contemporary xenoph@saiiche competition for resources.
They contend that it is not the differences thatalcitizens and foreigners apart, but
their similarities (Dodson & Oelofse 2002). | appeted that they were among the few
researchers who discussed migrants’ motivationsdoring to South Africa, as | plan to

focus heavily upon these. They assessed migratasivations mainly in light of survey
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data, whereas | hope to do so with ethnographibogst Also, where this study rightly
focuses on migrant connections to home and othgramiis, | hope to continue along
these lines, seeking to understand migrants’ e@pegeis and perceptions of connections
in the light of larger strategies. Most of alljid it helpful that their study dealt
specifically with theories of transnationalism hetcontext of their rich treatment of
African migration to South Africa.

In recent years, more geographers have calleshdéoe place-based and
ethnographic research on migration in South Af(lcaush 2001; Crush & McDonald
2002; Maharaj 2001; Oucho 2006). | hope to buildrenrich geographic analyses of
migrant space epitomized by Dodson and Oelofse mvile of a focus on ethnographic
investigation. Dodson and Oelofse themselves cédledtudies that display “...a
sensitivity to the particularity of place” (20027). “This is not to argue against
generalization,” they continue, “nor against staalist explanation, but to call for
detailed micro-level case studies of the divergeearnces of foreign migrants living in
different places in South Africa” (Dodson and Oe®R2002, 127). By focusing my
project on a small subset of the African migrarpydation, and seeking to connect it to
larger questions of migrant perspectives and tratnmmalism, | will am helping to
accomplish this vision.

Another study from which | would specifically like build, Shea (2008), is an
anthropology dissertation that gave one of the reodtired and place-sensitive analyses
of African migrancy in South Africa that | have yeime across. Shea'’s use of qualitative
methods was a confirmation that in-depth interviéxasge the ability to reveal rich

narratives of migration. Her narrative analysesealdal great deal to the discussion of the
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roles of xenophobia, migrant networks and identitthe South African and transnational
context. She was also quite concerned with how senses of identity and belonging
transcend boundaries and/or are linked to speulifices (Shea 2008). | hope to run with
these questions and add to them a focus on thialgyadf migrant relationships with the
state, the citizenry, home, other migrants andstitourism. My study will differ

further in two major ways. Her qualitative interwisample was only a dozen or so, and |
extended this to 36 formal interviewees, along thih dozens of others | encountered
with participant observation. Also, where her stpdyticipants were professionals, my
participants were artists and street traders. Dods@elofse (2002) and Shea (2008)
combine nicely to summarize the theoretical outlbtwok into my study, the theoretical

ramifications involved and the themes | expecteertoounter.

C. Theoretical Outlook
There is no single grand explanatory theoreticatept that is being tested in this
project. Rather there are a number of meso-lewarttical concepts, policy positions
and research findings with which my findings eitbenflict and question or support and
defend. These fall generally into three categoasgjoes the analytical body of this
dissertationMigrants’ Relationships with the State, Xenophobhiaj]Home Relations
and Remittancd will reserve these theoretical discussiongifierchapters in which they
are applicable.

The greatest theoretical influence on this projaestexpected, was transnational
theory. In hindsight however, calling transnatiotieughts a “theory” is quite a

misnomer, as the closer one comes to them, the omeréinds that it is a mélange of
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ideas ranging from activist’'s desires for a futaumtcome that subverts the nation-state to
an assemblage of pragmatic, research-focused idgasling how we as migration
researchers might want to think about contemparagyation. There are a multitude of
facets in between, as well. If transnationalism dvaes tenet that can be called prescriptive
to research (and that has heavily impacted thiggtoit is that scholars must identify the
immaterial and unseen linkages that humans createnaintain, not only across national
borders, but across any distance in space. Thsegleof transnational thought does
stand behind all three main analytical themes isfgghoject, and is thus important to state
here. | discuss the more nuanced ways that transaéism has influenced this project,
and the ways in which my research results speak foattansnationalism and migration
studies in the last analytical section, the chagteligrants and Home” and “Cultures of

Exile.”

[ll. Summary of Research Goals

| set out to focus my inquiry on the populatiomafjrants who operate in the
informal street trade economy. However, upon stgrieldwork, | found it most
interesting to focus on the semi-formal tradingrigiplace in Cape Town’s central
tourist markets. What makes this space “semi-faringkplain in the chapter on “Market
Dynamics.” This focus allowed me access to a waiess section of socio-economic
conditions, nationalities and livelihood strategies

These migrants’ methods of survival drew sevenagd question marks on the
South African landscape and within the understajndirprevailing migration theories.

My primary research goal was to investigate thatstjies African migrant peddlers

15



develop to cope with the circumstances of life eadk in a foreign country. To attain
this goal | set out to ask the following questions:
How are African migrants able to maintain liveldtbin South Africa despite
prolific xenophobia, state control regimes and oesjbilities to home?
a) What sorts of long term and short term goasamed by migrants?
1) What part do these goals play in the formatibstrategies of
economic, cultural, or emotional/identity survival?
b) How do state control and xenophobia (speciffaclusion from formal
banking) shape remittance and communication fonn@outh Africa?
¢) What are the impacts (benefits and costs)mofttances in the short term on
migrants’ livelihoods?
d) In what ways do migrant networks contributsti@tegies of survival and self-
advancement?

e) What role do market activities play in migratrategies?

IV. Hypotheses

| encountered and befriended a number of Africamigrants during my travels
and studies in South Africa, May to August of 200Bese experiences caused me to ask
a number of questions about their lives. | decidepgursue a few of them as a formal
research project. My personal experiences, comwitda comprehensive literature
review, compelled me to hypothesize the followirddoe fieldwork:
1. Migrants will maintain strong financial, sociamotional and identity linkages to

home.
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a. these linkages will be experienced as obstatieses, but most often as

resources.

b. these linkages will help shape strategies Ilbfaslvancement and survival.
2. Migrants will participate in networks based autries of origin, despite risks

a. these networks may not always be expressagchdy migrants.

b. these networks may serve diverse purposes.

c. migrants will be largely self-sufficient andlize these networks sparingly.
3. Migrant strategies may not be conscious or @aeily well thought out. They may
range from being more makeshift and ad hoc to beialgi-phase strategies developed
years in advance of anticipated situations. Migsavitl express frustration with the
South African state and civil society. | expecttteese frustrations will be reflected in
migrant’s strategies of survival.
4. Transnational theory will be useful in intergmgtmigrant narratives

a. simultaneous embeddedness in more than one gfilbbe a factor.

These hypotheses were tested via the use of laggeltative methods to be

discussed in the next section.
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Chapter 2. Research Methods

[. Qualitative Methods

Migration studies, especially in South Africa, hamest often been quantitative.
This approach, though very appropriate for theystfdnigration, lacks the ability to
gain nuanced understanding of migrant experierglasing to strategies of survival and
self-advancement. “[L]arge sample sizes and stradtguestionnaire instruments
necessarily sacrifice the more nuanced informatiah can be gleaned only from local
case studies of an ethnographic, participatorypacke-based nature” (Crush
&McDonald 2002, 3). Crush and McDonald could ndeot clearer call for
ethnographic inquiry to balance the relatively haghount of existing quantitative data
on South African immigration (Crush 2001; Mahar@p2; Oucho 2006). This nuanced
research can be accomplished specifically throbgluse of interviews, participant
observation and focus groups. My research wasechaut in Cape Town, South Africa,
a city that literature and personal, pre-dissentaéixperience showed to host very high
numbers of African immigrants working as informalders, selling artwork, hand crafts
and curios (Peberdy 2000).

| primarily used interviews to gather my datajtagas vital to my study to
understand migration phenomena with the migrargssgective in mind. Much like
Eileen Moyer’s dissertation research in Dar-es-&alaith at-risk youth, my methods
were highly dialectic (2003). The interviews of miymary sample of African artist
migrants took an open-ended and semi-structured. fStarting the interview process
with open-ended questions allowed respondentslpodet the agenda for the discussion

and helped me, the researcher, formulate morefgpguestions (Sinclair 1999). |
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valued the opportunity to access respondents’ voawep “in their own words” and with
as little leading as possib{adouni 2009, 239). | also utilized open-endegarses to
formulate more pointed and specific questions tbprdeeper into topics of interest,
along with reformulating and improving my existiogen-ended questions. Topics
discussed in interviews were the migrant’s reagonmigrating, their experiences of
travelling to South Africa, entering the countryriang and establishing themselves in
their trade, their future plans and aspirationsirtexperiences with the State, civil
society, home linkages, migrant networks, markavities, and relationships with
tourists/their customer base.

| set out to take a sample from 30 intervieweesamene, and finished with 32
from 10 different countries: Swaziland (1), Zimbab(8), Malawi (8), Angola (1), DRC
(4), Congo (1), Kenya (3), Sudan (1), Senegal4gpnda (1). | audio recorded each
interview, save one because the participant as@etbrbe recorded. | transcribed all
interview and focus group recordings myself. Oradiyy | had hoped to do more than one
recorded interview with each participant, hopefglaining deeper insights as levels of
comfort and trust increased. However, apart froau$ogroups, it proved to be most
advantageous to conduct further interviews in aszemsational manner, without the aid of
a recording device. This allowed participants tageeasily and conduct their business in
the market when necessary, while the informal wiite conversations also encouraged
deeper insights.

Focus groups have been especially useful in dwalieh as this that seek better
understanding of the interplay between meaningth@dretical concepts, in this case

migrant livelihood and transnationalism (CameroQ®Q.int and Livingstone 1996). |
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facilitated three such focus groups at intervalgatal the end of my fieldwork to help
reformulate interview and research questions, &vdyut a wider range or depth of
topics discussed (Myers 1998), and to witness atsra social dynamics between
participants (Arksey & Knight 1999). In other agalble studies, focus groups have
proven especially helpful in creating synergistiees in qualitative research resulting
from increased collaboration and communication agsbresearch participants (Wang &
Burris 1994). This was certainly the outcome wity fimcus groups.

| decided to organize focus groups around sombeoptinciple social groups |
found in the market: one for assistants, one fal stvners and one specifically for
Senegalese migrants (for reasons discussed laveahted to have 4-6 participants in
each group. | achieved this for the assistantdlam&enegalese groups, but last minute
cancellations turned my owner focus group into al thterview. Regardless it was very
instructive.

Once the participants were assembled, | moderhgedrbup, asking a variety of
closed and open-ended questions. Sessions wer@ragdrded and | took notes as well,
to record the aspects of the session not fullyuwagtby the audio recording and to
identify the order of those speaking on the tapeus groups lasted one to two hours.

| arrived in the field somewhat concerned that mmgs might have been reluctant
to gather in public, due to the perceived or realgkr of public or police harassment.
This was not the case, as the market, being shajhdéy foreign space, was a relative
safe haven (to be discussed more in “Market Dyngliinielowever it was helpful to

remove the assistants from the market so they spédk freely without fear of being

20



overheard by their bosses. Otherwise, simply figditime when multiple participants
could be assembled was the most difficult task.

For both focus groups and individual interviewbatl hoped to be able to
compensate my respondents financially for theietihmbowever | did not receive grant
money to cover that expense. | was fortunate tweann the Southern Hemisphere
Winter, which causes a noticeable downturn in gyarand therefore market activity.
Participants were largely quite happy to share tgperiences and stories. Receiving
anything in return was not expected or obligatorthie social context. Still, | found ways
to repay kindness with kindness during our intemady providing refreshment.

Participant observation is the final research megthemployed. This
ethnographic tool is useful to researchers as aokpiecing together relationships that
are not explicitly mentioned or fully explainedaligh interviews and focus groups. |
spent hours each day with migrants in the markeisalizing, learning about their
trades, and observing them and other actors li@mgyworking in real time, within the
context of South African space. Indeed, this tinas \Wighly effective in building rapport
and relationship with numerous respondents. Thiseased comfort yielded better,
deeper interviews and conversations. As previoonggtioned, | used participant
observation to engage participants in casual caatien about topics of thematic interest
to my study and any other topic participants wisttediscuss. Participant observation
was a great aid in understanding the elements wthS&frican space that shape migrant
strategies: the State (most often in the form ditpand the migration bureaucracy),
xenophobia, the condition of migrant networks, aratket exchange with tourists.

Additionally, participant observation allowed meindormally interview many market
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workers, easily doubling the number of individuatsm which | was able to glean
insights, large and small.

Note* When referencing and citing respondentgilize only the first name,
followed by the year the interview was conducted.

Overall, the principle obstacles | foresaw in ragegarch methods were trust
building and communication. | feared that the issbreisibility that | have already
discussed in the focus groups section would impagtants’ willingness to participate.
However, as | have mentioned, this was largelytm@icase. My regular presence in the
market was the single largest trust builder. Afteshort while, everyone had seen me,
and word had spread that | was doing research.@/hiny group, some individuals will
be more reticent to open up about their lives, ifethe market showed resistance to
participating when asked. The only person | hagive up on including was a man from
Kenya who always was available “later.” The restemilling. Some were even excited
that | finally had come around to talk to them mioreepth. When | made my goodbyes
and thank-yous at the end of fieldwork, | was siggar at the number of participants who
not only wished me well on my project, but who atiyuthanked me for hearing their
stories and learning about their lives.

As a final note, this project rested on my abitdycommunicate with Africans
from a variety of cultures, languages and backgisuhoren Landau, also concerned
about the obstacles language could present wassado find that “almost everyone
living in the inner city [Johannesburg] (close @® of both South Africans and
foreigners) reported that English was requiredpfaticipation in the city’s economic and

social life” (Landau 2006, 130). English is widalyoken in most of the countries
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neighboring South Africa, the origin of the majgraf South Africa’s immigrants.
Additionally, English is widely used as a linguarica in South Africa. Indeed, my target
sample had to have high rates of English spealaaijtfy in order to staff and run
businesses that sold art and curios to touristss,Tivhile English fluency was variable, it
did not present a problem. As | mentioned regardimggnizing focus groups, finding
times when workers and owners felt comfortablertgkhe time to sit down with me was
the greatest encumbrance. Much participant observatas carried out in these long
interstices.

Immigrants in South Africa, especially those witiegarious legal status, have
developed strategies to survive in the face oestatveillance and control. One of these
myriad strategies is a level of opaqueness andsgision to inquiry that many
researchers attest to (McDonald 2002; Shea 2008|e#i 1999). “As could be expected,
one of the most critical aspects of doing researchross-border migration is gaining the
confidence of the migrants to be interviewed” (Mclatdl 2002, 119). However,
McDonald, who did an ethnographic study of immigsan Cape Town, maintains that if
positive rapport and trust can be built with onheandividual, this can open doors to
other individuals in their social circlgVilliam Foote Whyte demonstrates that if a
particularly influential member of a community da@won over, then the entire
community becomes more easily accessible (1943)thioreason, my sampling came
primarily by way of the snowball or chain samplimgthod. For some researchers this
can create the risk of having too homogenous a leafifazzucato 2009). However, for
my purposes this aspect of snowball sampling dgthealped me locate and gain access

to the rather specific types of migrants | wishedtudy (McDonald 2002; Sinclair
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1999). Early on | began to see distinct social ggoemerging in the market, some
regarding class, some nationality, religion or laage. Gaining trust with one member of
these groups led to more enthusiastic interactidim @ther members.

As mentioned before, the method of the inquiry ib@nease the chances of
making immigrants in South Africa comfortable witte idea of talking to a stranger and
letting them record their answers (McDonald 2008¢k&ir 1999). For instance, open-
ended questions are more helpful in establishimgford than pointed, or closed-ended
questions (Sinclair 1999). In this vein, | like 8&ir, avoided meeting in homes, and did
not ask for last names or addresses (Sinclair 19983 was wise planning, but means
that the methods used to attain narratives prawenfrom being able to disseminate my
research easily. For this reason, | utilized tleu$ogroup process and casual conversation
during participant observation toward the end eldfivork to discuss and disseminate

findings verbally.

[I. Post-Colonialism and Methodology

| believe my project in certain respects takesst-polonial approach. This has
been defined as research that “is a reaction tagadtion of colonial research” that
“reflects and reinforces domination and exploitatibrough the attitudes and differential
power embodied in its research relationships vathérs™ (Howitt & Stevens 2000, 32).
Postcolonial research conversely values particgpdnghts, knowledge, perspectives,
concerns, and desires and [is] based on open arelegalitarian relationships” (Howitt
& Stevens 2000, 32). Invariably, researchers belegnents of subjectivity and

“positionality” to their pursuit of data and theadysis of its significance (Mullings
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1999). Nevertheless, | have the opportunity asearher to counterbalance this bias by
infusing my study with the postcolonial values e$pect, equality and honesty towards
the groups and individuals | wish to study (Mye@d.@). | have attempted to do this in
the following ways: A) My project is focused oni@tature that is largely sensitive to the
historical inequities that help shape contemponaigrant spaces in South Africa. B). My
project’s goal is to bring into focus the ways thagrants have negotiated the
historically entrenched social, political obstadlest face them today. This will ideally
bring forth immigrant discourses or meta-narratitheg may form a measure of
resistance to dominant discourses of a state daefyone and a xenophobic civil
society. C) | have taken precautions not to estiste-centric discourse whenever
possible. For instance, | faced a decision on wdreth not to focus my study on illegal
immigrants in South Africa, as the topic of illeiggals rather fascinating to me and
theoretically important. | was persuaded not tafomy study on “illegality” in order to
avoid state centrism. Nicolas de Genova (2002) smakdistinction that “illegality” is a
problematic term for a post-colonial researcheahbse its meaning is derived only from
the state. | originally considered this in the tighother terms | employ, like the
citizen/foreigner binary. However, | realized thia important distinction would be how
migrants themselves perceive their situation. Miggavill not consider themselves to be
citizens of South Africa, nor do they wish to bafidau 2006; Sinclair 1999). They are
often proud of their foreigner status (Sinclair @2However the status of “illegality” is
met with harsh criticism by many migrants who fdéet,a variety of reasons, that they
are entitled to share in South African space, withtaving their verpeingmade illegal

(Landau 2006; Maharaj & Rajkumar 1997; Sinclair @®nother careful distinction is
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that | refer to research “participants” rather thaumbjects”. This was a conscious
decision, not made to merely avoid criticism, lmugénuinely shape the frame of my
research.

Webster (2005, 57) says that one way researcheravcad making research
participants into colonial subjects is to underdttre worlds they inhabit “from below”
and to root studies in understandings of placeagsithat allow participants to inhabit
the “same moral or political universe as the redea|s]”. | believe | have appropriately
centered my inquiry on the issues of power in whmemigrants find themselves. He also
asks that researchers pay heed to their researitigmnts’ agency, and not see them as
passive and merely acted upon, simply byproducisstitutional, systemic or structural
forces (Webster 2005). Webster advises the usmtafrisive fieldwork, in-depth
interviews, and non-participant observation” toiaeh this perspective (Webster 2005,
57). | was compelled by this argument and tailorgdtheoretical framework and

methods accordingly.

[ll. Ethics

The ironic ethical problem in this study was thea#l potential it had to act
detrimentally to the very migrant survival strategit investigated. By releasing
information about how migrants negotiate state rmd&itand xenophobia, in particular, |
hope to inform the discourse surrounding migratro8outh Africa. However, | may also
be putting knowledge and therefore power in thedbayf those who may harm my study
participants or people like them. In deciding hawnegotiate this issue before

conduction research, | went to the website of tesogiation of American Geographers
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and read through the ethics statement. Regardiagsdue, the AAG makes clear that the
ethical responsibility of the researcher is toyfuiform participants of the potential
impacts of the research so that they may makefarmied decision to participate or not.
Thus, research that potentially endangers partitgpia not in itself unethical, but hiding
that danger would be. | also discussed this maiiter Ebenezer Obadare, on May".1
2010. He is a KU Sociology professor who researam@sy aspects of migration, even
the illegal. He voiced the same ethical stanch@®\AG. He added that social scientists
often run into this issue, because it is centrahéoethic of the Social Sciences to pursue
understanding of all social strata, including thergmalized, the poor and even those
operating outside of the law. Whenever such gr@aupsesearched, there always exists
the possibility of the data somehow being usedatonithe participants. However,
Professor Obadare affirmed that the proper etlsizaice was to fully disclose to
informants the purpose of the research and thalgesssults. This is a solution I liked
very much, as it allowed the study participant &gh for themselves the costs and
benefits of participation, and make a decision thay felt would empower their future. |
do not think this absolves the researcher of ajpoasibility for impacts, but it does make
the process ethically balanced. Additionally, | pseudonyms for every migrant

discussed, so as not to unnecessarily reveal gpeghtities.
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Chapter 3. Market Dynamics and Place Context
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l. The physical geography of Cape Town is uniquemndtec and beautiful,

hauntingly so at times. But its human geograplgyassically South African, admittedly
with a local flair. Other major cities like Durband Johannesburg have somewhat
different ethnic make-ups, but residence is oftemalrcated by wealth, race, religion and
nationality.

The city center rests in a u-shaped valley whoss @nd points northeast. This
area is commonly referred to as the City Bowl. Tty Bowl is separated roughly from
the rest of the metro area by Table Mountain andililings. It is a well-managed city
despite its struggles. But the tide of crime isyaiding, and many in the Cape fear the
danger of becoming as unsafe as Johannesburg.

I lived in a neighborhood called Bo Kaap on thetimoestern edge of the City
Bowl, where the ground climbs quickly upward. Tarea was settled by Cape Malays,
people of Indonesian and Malay descent broughotdlBSAfrica as indentured servants
or slaves. The Cape Malays brought their religisiam, to Cape Town and other
cultural elements. This is reflected most immedyaby the architecture in Bo Kaap. The
swooping eves and lintels of the Dutch colonialigies give way to squat, geometric
structures painted in pastels. Not all of Cape Teweighborhoods are so colorfully
delineated, but the divisions are still stark. FFstance, going into a shop at the rear end
of the City Bowl, one might be hard-pressed to H&aglish, but Afrikaans instead,
spoken by whites and coloureds alikdo(e: “Coloured” in the South African parlance
has a historically different and less pejorativennotation that the term has in the United
States and is widely used in scholarly works. Whhiége are many variations of

“coloureds,” it is the term that generally denotexcially mixed peoples in South Afriga.
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The reverse is true if one walks even a mile ntotard the oceanfront, where suddenly
English-speaking blacks, whites and foreignerd astad frequent the shops. Furthermore,
in the street along the way, you are more likelpear French than English or Afrikaans,
being spoken by the Congolese security guards hirdcbve to protect Cape Town from

itself.
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The roads leading east out of the Bowl squeezeaigirethe northern end of Table
mountain and the shore of the Atlantic, then blossaitward onto the Cape Flats, a
sprawling assortment of shanty towns and humblgtional neighborhoods. If one were
to make a hard right and drive south along theeeagidge of Table mountain all the way
to the sea, you would find largely white settlemé&t from there, all the way to the

R102 highway, is hemmed in an area of primarilkleesidence, including the homes

of most of this study’s participants.

Fig. 3: Greenmarket Square

Il In the center of Cape Town’s City Bowl, a blodkesl, cobble stone, open air

market sits amidst a church, some office buildirrgsafé or two and traditional retail

space. Greenmarket Square can no longer be acsfisethg very “green” but it is most
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certainly a market. Over the three and a half gegwof European residence, the square
has seen a variety of uses, some civic, includieddcation of the city hall for a time
and location of a number of anti-apartheid protesmtsl some commercial, including the
sales of slaves, vegetables and souvenirs. Todapé@rhaps the most important hearth of
tourism in the city, certainly in good company wataple sites such as Robben Island
and Table Mountain. What the market may lack indnisal or panoramic significance
compared to the other two, it more than makes umfaccessibility and the ability for
tourists to buy things that prove they went to édril cannot be too skeptical, though -
because what did | have to do on my last day & faork? You guessed it, collect little
pieces of the action for those at home. The powairkkets is indeed as powerful as the
majesty of Table Mountain or the legacy of Nelsoandela. After all, what good is it to
have been to South Africa without a keychain priotlag, “Amandla!”?

On any given day, Greenmarket Square is full cdifgmers. But what may escape
the attention of the British, German, Indian, on@dian tourists browsing through the
wooden spoons, stone sculptures and leather geddatithey are heavily outnumbered
by the foreigners who own and staff the vast mgjafi the stalls. Greenmarket Square
has been overrun at worst and boxed out at be&fripan business owners and salesmen
ever since the country was opened more freelyridoers at the end of Apartheid.
Those who had been in the market since the begrofithis shift can recall to you the
days when food and clothing dominated the markkighvfunctioned not for tourists, but
for locals. And as such, stalls were owned andogutocals. One of the only vestiges left
of this arrangement is a spot a block or two soditthe market where white locals can be

found selling jewelry of the European style.
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Eventually, a man named Badih Chaaban receivedszIfrom the City of Cape
Town to operate the market space more efficiehtydid not set out to make it into a
foreign or tourist-focused space, only a most pabfe one. Chaaban’s story is one
worthy of another dissertation. But in broad stykee Lebanese man oversaw the
changing of the guard to foreign traders who weoeenbbusiness savvy, and therefore
more profitable to him than locals, specificallysmuvenir sellers. He engaged in an epic
struggle with the Cape Town City Council over cohtf the space after it became so
profitable. Helen Zille, being a city councilor atigen mayor of Cape Town, became his
arch enemy, prompting Badih Chaaban to enter pslifirst representing an Islamic
political party and then the ANC, who could besapport him in his Zille war. At the
end of the struggle, Chaaban had been through musiégal battles, accusations of
corruption and a very controversial political lifée was given the mayorship of Paarl as
a sort of consolation prize by the ANC, but evesythouldn’t stem the tide of the
Democratic Alliance’s advance in the Western Capk@ape Town in particular,
spearheaded by none other than Helen Zille. Chaalagrhave won battles, but Zille
most determinedly won the war.

In 2004 the market was taken back by the City €Counhis had the effect of
cementing the arrangement of ownership in the ntavibere Chaaban had been able to
lease space to whomever he pleased, for whatemehsipleased, under the city council
regime, spaces were set, along with their renghiu400R per month. This paled in
comparison to the rents Chaaban charged, whiciméedy to think it would invigorate
the businesses of the individual sellers and tbeeehe tourist economy. But in

hindsight, the veteran stall owners see Chaabaparture as the day the market began
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to die (Mamadou 2011). The willingness of tourtsteome to the market by their own
devices had been grossly overestimated and Chaabamtributions to the market and
therefore the tourist economy were grossly undenaséd. In the end, he was decried as
a glorified slumlord, when he was actually onehsf best things to ever happen to the
Cape Town tourist economy. Badih Chaaban, very nbaclause he loved money,
worked very hard to bring tourists to the markspezxially those with money to spend.
Ibrahim claims to be the first foreigner ever demha refugee status in post-
apartheid South Africa. He is one of the few wheehnseen the market change from even
before apartheid was fully over. Being a fellow Mus foreigner (Sudan) and
businessman, Ibrahim knew Chaaban. He was notaa fgire of his ethics, but he
explained to me in great detail one afternoon, @asanred the square and its environs,
how Chaaban made links with local business partitrought busloads of tourists to
the square, not from backpacker hostels, but fiwrcity’s hotels. The Cape Town City
Council, Ibrahim claimed, had taken no such measdreis was compounded by the fact
that now the market membership was frozen, whei@®é had been competitive. If a
trader did not show up by a certain time in themmag, alternates, literally lined up
waiting, were brought in to keep the market runrahgull capacity. In this way, Badih
was able to select only the most motivated traddesy traders | spoke to recalled their
own time waiting on the sidelines for a chance spp@t. Others were more circumspect,
implying that there were more immediate ways i@ tharket, often financial in nature.
But in 2004, the spaces were locked in, provideng was paid regularly to the City
Council. The previously high and dogged levelsafpetition lessened considerably.

Tourists were not being brought into the squarasimigh number and the cost of doing
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business was lessened. Over the intervening yleansever, the lowered overhead

became steadily eclipsed by the diminishing nunalbéourists, specifically those with

much to spend.

Fig. 4: St. George’s Mall

One must also note the number of other souvemidstand shops that have
popped up in Cape Town as a possible contributtr@édurndown. The establishment
and growth of the Victoria and Albert Waterfront IMaas helped draw away the more
monied tourists as well. This is part of a widemnd for migrant traders and other
workers in public space attempting to contend \gltbal advancement of neoliberalism
and urban change, of which Cape Town is fully erlredg{Houssay-Holzschuch &

Teppo 2007).
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Then of course the global economic crisis andltiegudown turn had exactly the
impact one would expect. Tourism diminished anddisposable income of tourists
lessened. The 2010 World Cup was expected to bmagoration of just about every
service industry in South Africa, but apparentlieafeceiving that figurative memo,
opportunists came out of the woodwork to take athganof this influx of cash, which
spread out the profits. No participant in this stushen the topic arose, referenced the
World Cup as a significant improvement in the gafigrdeclining sales.

It was especially helpful for me to have spentvile of the South African
winter in the market. There were fewer touristgigiract my participants from our
interviews and socialization, which was helpful. idamportantly, the southern
hemisphere winter is also the worst time of yeasades. From the sound of it, sales
closely followed the relative temperatures. Thaaniehat while | saw a lot more
depression, anxiety and sadness than in the fastihwas offered a valuable insight into
the marketplace’s dynamics. Only when the boadised out of the water can one see the
rust and barnacles and shoddy patched spots hdlgngulk together. Because of the
steady decline in total market revenues, the mavkstrunning as of 2011 with the sort
of tension is may have back in the days of Badihdblan - except that almost no one

was profiting as much.

[1l.  There were roughly 220 stalls in the market, bfoh, a handful usually went

unused on any given day, something that would neeeseen under Chaaban. The stalls
were staffed with a mix of owners and assistards $bme owners have hired to run their

stalls. Competition is fierce in the market foriamber of reasons. Stalls rarely sell
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anything unseen somewhere else in the market. Beazuthe close proximity of
vendors, it is impossible to create a niche forseffe Antonio from Cabinda, Angola
claims to have gone to great lengths to bring baiktings (waxy images drawn on
cloth) from Mozambique. They sold well, but therotweeks later, he said, he began
seeing them in other stalls (2011). So it goes waiti new item that draws the interest of
tourists. Others get it and the niche becomes staredard fare.

Adele from DRC makes her own jewelry and has aet@ontact in DRC that
sends it to her. But their designs are plainly ldigpd. One while we were talking, she
began shouting at a European woman trying to tgketare of some of her necklaces. |
asked Adele if it was smart to be mean to the stsiriAdele explained that as an
innovator in the market, she had to be vigilant@gfaanyone other than her customers,
especially other stall owners or assistants, takiren a lingering glance at her wares.
This vigilance is held in contrast to her othernsbeerful, kind and welcoming nature.

It is easy to see why the Adeles, the innovatothé market, are few. Most have
given up on the largely useless race to noveltg,teve settled into a détente whereby
market workers can only compete by outselling otitelts that are selling the same
things. This often means settling for lower sellprgces.

This is a large reason that nationality does ffecamarket strategies, by and
large. The stakes are simply too high to sacrifice’s own profit for that of a
countryman. With the possible exception of the §afese, and then only in some cases,
sellers and workers in the market operate as iddats. They may prefer to eat lunch at
times with people who speak their native languagé camaraderie ends there. In this

way information is sometimes exchanged more aldngi@ or national lines. But this is
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rarely the sort of information that might help same in business, and more practical
issues like where to find the cheapest phone drarehow to send money home safely.

In this way, the owners who hire assistants desseetn to prefer hiring from their
own nationality, but rather by personality and méléardon from Zimbabwe hired
Thomas from Malawi. Erik from Senegal hired Emmadritem Zimbabwe. Florence
from DRC hired Robert from Malawi. Most owners @méd not to hire locals, though. |
heard a number of reasons for this, but it genecaline down to perceptions of
unreliability and theft.

“You can't trust these people,” Issa said of evelyin the market. He expected
others from his native Senegal to be of some leelprh in a time of trouble. No other
nationalities seemed to have this level of cultyraspired intra-benevolence. Yet, Issa
still did not trust other Senegalese. Life in tharket is an individual affair, which means
that, even though the market holds dozens or hdsdkpeople at any given time,
working there is often a lonely affair. In Paul lB0s bookMoney Has No Smelbne of
the central premises is that from many West Africgnvpoints, money is inert, exerting
little influence on social bonds outside the fanahd visa versa (2002).

There is very little possibility for self-advancent within the market. An
assistant will likely never be able to work themywp to owning a spot in the market as
it is controlled bureaucratically, not by “marketdes”. The waiting list to receive a spot
in the market is reportedly of obscene length, langely unaltered since the City Council
takeover. The only possibility for advancement wiolog for a porter to become an
assistant. Porters are hired to help breakdowsttiks at the end of the day and put them

up the next morning. The stalls are usually culsgpet frames of 1-1.5” thick metal
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bars, 6-9’ in length. They are attached at the@arby cotter pins and sockets. Canvas
sheeting is lashed to the sides and/or roof teeptaoods and sellers from the elements
when necessary. Still, in the winter months, befless and souvenirs take a good
amount of punishment, especially from the rain anuls that come seemingly from all
angles at the same time. Porters most importarglypaid to move stall owners’ goods
from the market to whichever nearby storage spaeg lease, anywhere from a block to
four or five blocks away.

While Cape Town has struggled to find a peaceidl grosperous balance in
post-Apartheid South Africa, and while the worlebeomy has tumbled, little has
changed outwardly in Greenmarket Square. But thexeéensions in the market,
increasing by the day. Some of these are partitaltre trading life or to Greenmarket.
But most are remarkably global. This group of migrtaaders had much to teach me
about the contemporary state of migration and tbkal south. A new class is arising in
the world. Though migration has always existedumbn history, there are new ways
that it is coming to characterize the livelihoodsl &ife ways of large swathes of the
human race, of which the occupants of Greenmarggeti® are useful examples. This
project now turns to the peripheries of the migidass, where Government, Society, and
Family have and are converging with glacial pressarforce people into the role of

migrants’ indelible mark on their lives, their pegs and their collective futures.
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Chapter 4. Migrants and the State

l. This chapter deals with the relationship betweé&ican migrants and the South

African state. My pre-dissertation research areddtiure review clearly indicated that, for
African immigrants to South Africa, the South Afiit state would be a major actor
influencing the quality of their life and the maniire which they live it. That is to say,
the decisions made by policy executives at thedsglevels and by bureaucrats at the
lowest levels have the capacity to drasticallyrate conditions of an immigrant’s life. It
is key to the successful state enterprise to éfiegtcontrol its territory and maintain
control over who is given the access and benefitesiding within that space (Landau
and Monson 2008). For this reason, | focus spedifion the relationship between
African immigrants and the Department of Home ABaivhich administers access to
South Africa and its services. For many immigratits,only contact with a government
representative will be through tepartment of Home Affairs (Gebre etal. 2011). For
many immigrants to South Africa, the Departmentiome Affairs is perceived as the
single biggest obstacle to realizing self-actusilra(Palmary 2002). | anticipated,
therefore, that this relationship with the stated the Department of Home Affairs in
particular, would need to be addressed if | watbaehderstand the circumstances of life
and work for immigrants to South Africa, especidhgt of highly visible workers in
tourist markets. lis examination illuminates key features of both tature of the South
African state and the quotidian experience of intamg life there.

The Department of Home Affairs (DHA) holds enorracway over the
eligibility of migrants to hold legal status in SbtAfrica and to access the most basic

services (Kihato 2009). The DHA is also notoriouskfficient, disorganized and
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difficult for migrants to fully understand or pretli As a key component of the erstwhile
Apartheid enterprise, the DHA maintains a sad lggdaising its immense power to
actively disenfranchise and spatially control roiis of South Africans (Breckenridge
2005). After Apartheid, many of its most experieshéenctionaries were encouraged to
take early retirement to make way for black SouthicAns. The post-Apartheid DHA
was given a complicated array of tasks with a sdyealiminished institutional
knowledge (Breckenridge 2005). In addition, thelkxahip of the department was
conceded by the ANC to the ultra-conservative Inad&reedom Party chief,
Mongosuthu Buthelezi. His notorious anti-immigratance halted progressive
legislation on migration for a decade and infugedlDHA'’s institutions with a severe
protectionist and xenophobic bent (Crush 1999; Kared McDonald 2001; Landau and
Freemantle 2010).

Before collecting data, | thus hypothesized thatdtate would be an obstacle to
immigrants’ survival in South Africa. | hypothestz&urther that the mechanisms for this
hindrance would be A) vacillation on the part ofdaucrats and civil servants due to
their ineptitude or anti-foreigner sentiment, B)M@ol mechanisms designed at policy
levels to reduce immigrant numbers and/or theedmn of movement, and C) prolific
corruption.

The qualitative data | retrieved largely suppottesse hypotheses, yet also
added nuances for which the literature review hatdorepared me, and which may
contribute to existing literature. The South Afncstate does indeed act as a hindrance to
migrant livelihood in South Africa for all the hyfh@sized reasons. However, migrant

experiences conveyed additional key themes inctuthia ways immigrants can turn
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unwanted and perhaps unjust state interferendeeinltves to their own benefit and the
effects that negative personal interactions witlmiddAffairs have vs. the effects of
related stories of abuse. Other themes also dnaséformed my analyses. These
include A) The unique position of Cape Town in $oAfrica’s spectrum of governance
approaches and the effect this has on state-migrenactions and B) The changing

local government relationship to tourist marketd #ire effects this has on geographic
distribution of documented vs. undocumented workKengse themes will be discussed in
more detail in the next chapter regarding migrateractions with local forms of

government and state power.

Il. “Papers”

| usually began semi-structured interviews byitglwith participants about how
and why they came to South Africa. These storikzdae the participants’ background
and reasons for coming to South Africa, as webthgr insights into their lives and
personalities. This opening was also an easy setueny first question set regarding
interactions with the South African state. | neused the word “state” even once to my
recollection. We instead discussed terms like “psipéstatus”, and “city council.
found discussions about these relatable terms gedwine more than a sufficient window
into the line migrants try to walk regarding thatet both at key times in their lives and
in their everyday experience.

Inevitably upon arrival in South Africa, each migtanterviewed was bound to
deal with the Department of Home Affairs. This gowaent body is tasked with a

variety of bureaucratic tasks: issuing or denyingrgthing from resident’s driving
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permits to refugee asylum papers (Hoag 2010). Teegeriences with Home Affairs are
important for me because they are, by far, the mastmon form of direct contact that
participants have with the South African States it once a tangible institution and a
more ethereal body, shrouded in confusion, mythtaadgpocryphal. To know the real
impact of the relationship between migrants andtepartment of Home Affairs, |
attend to the combination of tangible and intarggdlements that create a body with
immense power and reach to affect daily life fongnafrican migrants.

The power of the DHA in administering immigratistatus lies in the various
benefits bestowed by legal status. Landau sumsitiln&tion up nicely: “Documentation
cannot prevent discrimination or ensure socialusicn, but official identity papers are
invaluable in finding work, accessing social seegiand preventing arbitrary arrest and
deportation. Conversely, without documentation,adtany act, from petty trade to
walking in the street becomes illegal in the statgjes” (Landau 2005, 1121-22). For my
participants who work in highly visible street teaith Cape Town'’s busiest tourist

markets, there is more pressure to attain leghlsta

. Asylum

The process of obtaining papers to live and wor&auth Africa was surprisingly
consistenthroughout my study group. The majority of migramésl papers qualifying
them as having status as refugees or asylum se¢keusnd this quite shocking at first. It
took me a week or two of interviews to piece togethe reason why migrants so often
referred to their visas as a “status,” which seeareddd distinction to me. When asked

about this, people from countries like Malawi whomest about the peaceful
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circumstances of their country, but did also pouit that poverty is a major push factor
(Paul 2011; Azibo 2011; Bomani 2011). Thus, migsdmm relatively peaceful places
did not mind the distinction “refugee” as it failgcurately described their difficult and
somewhat desperate position. Also, the distindigally allows them access to some
basic services like being able to go to a healthac{though as | discuss later this is not
always true in practice). “Was a very, very difficult experience [not havingefugee
paper], because wherever you are going, maybe ymil to go for medical to hospital,
they are going to ask for the paper. If you gotha passport they say no you are staying
here illegally” (Matthew 2011).

Refugee papers allow one a measure of accessuth 8é&rica, but do not convey
other basic rights. Handling money was a very difti task for many as they lack the
ability to get bank accounts. Matthew, who had st jpéfice savings account, was even
denied access to his savings after his papersesk(2011). | will describe the banking
issue in much greater depth in chapters eight are Migrants have creative ways of
dealing with the lack of access to banking in Sa\ftica, though they are often more
costly and dangerous than official banking channels

Refugee papers are also quite temporary companedrk or resident visas. The
first refugee paper someone is awarded can be fgo@d little as a month (Simon 2011;
Emmanuel 2011). Most often it must be renewed etrese months (Simon 2011; Paul
2011; Gabriel 2011; Emmanuel 2011; Oliver 2011}eAmultiple shorter renewal
periods (though possibly as few as just one or exe), the paper can be given for six
months before renewal (Robert 2011; Paul 2011;60@011). Brenda, an older woman

from Swaziland, said that she had a refugee péhaitshe had not been obliged to renew
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for many years (2011). Participants were largelghl@ to see that there existed clear
guidelines for the different decisions in their oaxperiences, nor could | detect hardly
any discernable patterns explaining why, when ameuwhat circumstances different
papers are awarded. For instance, being grantednaanthrefugee paper does not mean
that you can’t be given three months at your netdriview, or one montbr nothing at

all (Edmund 2011; Matthew 2011).

One pattern was very clear though: In 2011 Malawiaare in a very a
precarious situation. The rumor in the market vika$ South Africa was in the midst of
reevaluating Malawi’s economy as justification &mylum (Azibo 2011; Bomani 2011;
Robert 2011). At the time of my interviews, EdmuR@bert and Bomani had already
been denied renewal of their refugee status on lgivisits (in Edmund’s case multiple
times) and were in South Africa without legal statio breathe South African air, let
alone work in the market. “...[they] say they dongtedl anyone in Malawi to get the
papers now. Because they say there is no war. Bhaveefugees from Malawi,
especially like Zimbabwe. So they can’t give thegra[lt's] difficult now for Malawis
to get the paper” (Edmund 2011). Robert from Malbad been denied three months
ago. His opinion was that having an elapsed papghtrat least make the police more
lenient if he was caught, though he could not itelMis lack of evident concern was
normal for the tranquil Robert, an open and dedtabarijuana aficionado. Matthew
also was having difficulty renewing his rapidly p$éang refugee paper. By the time | left
South Africa in August, 2011, he had also been lentbresolve the issue and had

become an illegal alien. In the final weeks befoedeparture | asked him if he would
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be able to get “the paper” in time. He related ®that he felt powerless to do so and had
given up on Home Affairs to solve his problem.

Malawi lacks the domestic violence that justifiee tefugee status of Senegalese
(though that even is rather isolated, low levelamge that at the time of this writing has
stopped) and especially Congolese immigrants wingpeise the largest group of asylum
seekers (Baruti and Ballard 2005). Malawi also saitle large-scale economic collapse
of Zimbabwe, which has caused South African offcta give special dispensations to
Zimbabweans. They are able to work for up to nimketys per year in South Africa with
nothing more than a passport (Rutherford 2011) chhjecture is that Malawi’s long-
standing good relationship and cooperation withtlsédrica -- dating back from the
days when Malawian workers supplied a substantigign of mining labor in South
Africa and up through Apartheid — may have softetedbureaucratic stance toward
them. Either this policy is being reversed or i$ bbaen transmitted very inconsistently.

Most likely, there is some combination of both.

IV. Long-Term Visas

The most cherished form of visa is the residentarrpermanent resident visa.
Most immigrants to South Africa do not intend taystor life, nor wish to. Citizenship
does not convey benefits of much interest to mitgrémat a residency visa would not
already give them. Only two participants out ofnhed0, Ibrahim from Sudan and Adele
from a rural region of the Democratic Republicld Congo, were South African
citizens and neither had the ability to go bacth&r homes. All those who expressed a

dim hope of ever returning home clung tightly teitlhresident permits, or their dreams of
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attaining them, but never spoke of ambitions toob&e naturalizedfor instance: Samba
2011; Bakary 2011; Mamadou 2011; Thomas 2011; Bigs2011; Simon 2011).

Resident/work permits are usually given for aeof 3-5 years, during which
the migrant gets a blessed respite from dealing Wdme Affairs. However, residency
permits of any kind are rarer to see in the maked, as | will elaborate later, the market
is not reflective of general migrant populationsie®f the numerous ways the market
skews is toward those who do have some level @fl lgigtus (Azibo 2011; Matthew
2011). Therefore, it stands to reason that, intigker immigrant population of South
Africa, residency permits are somewhat rarer. Mgkiat statement definitively is
impossible given that it would require a large sa@mographic statistical study with
easy access to all South African immigrants combimigh accurate and well-kept
government records. Sadly, that is certainly naisgae in South Africa (Crush 2001).

According to participant accounts, a residencyknmermit requires a large sum
of money (around 5000R) and a favorable histothécountry (Simon 2011; Blessing
2011). That means that one must most likely enteftegee status for many years, while
also managing to save thousands of rand. Thisdraedifficult task can be related to
the section on self-advancement in chapter fowill Inot elaborate here on the difficulty
this presents to residency seekers, other thaaytthat it prevents most who want
residency from ever attaining it. Marrying a SoAfhican is a quicker path to receiving
resident status, at least mid-term, though itgaably not any cheaper. Mamadou from
Senegal, Pascal from the DRC and Ibrahim had aitietaSouth Africans. Mamadou
was separated, but still supporting his wife. limalwvas divorced (but had already

progressed to citizenship). Pascal’s wife had ghas&y. Mamadou expressed that he
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would not wish a South African wife on an Africangmant. “That South African woman
is a lot of problem.Be careful for SA women... Some of us you see théywgried
here. But they buy house. You know, those housegyr) those credit you take [for]
them, like a TV, flat TV. The salon. Everythingrtake the house beautiful. South
African women want all the stuff from the foreigaerThey know the foreigner work
more here” (Mamadou 2011). Despite his stern waraioout the dangers of marrying

South African women, he is still happy to haver@é¢hyear resident status.

V. The Department of Home Affairs

Visiting Home Affairs is a daunting task. Merelytgyeg in the front door is a
battle, with hundreds or thousands of petitiongrag for entrance most days. Shana, a
stall owner from Kenya, affirms that many peopleidvHome Affairs simply because of
the agony of forming the queue (2011). The incrigdlow pace with which the DHA
processes applications for asylum and residencyesamassive backlogs which create
incredibly long lines, but also leave applicantaistate of “limbo” where they are in the
country illegally and cannot seek work or accessdxservices (Landau 2006; Palmary
2002). Additionally, “...DHA officials not only applyrational standards but actively
‘make people illegal’ through refusal of accesbudding, endless lines, and failure to
provide proper documentation” (Klaaren and Ram{iZ®13). Amos from Kenya
estimates that he has seen up to twenty thousampdepieying to get in at one time
(2011). He stood behind this large figure whenkkealsif he meant it. “...you go in there
you can’t see number one or who is the last” (20AfL}he very least, his approximation

conveys the sense of hopelessness one feels wkamguor entrance to Home Affairs.
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It is mandatory for petitioners to begin lining mpthe wee hours of the morning (Oliver
2011; Paul 2011).

When you go there, it was a place that you fedlltdan’t belong here. You felt like you
outside of somewhere you know, cause just to grethiou queue, you are fighting just
to get there. Not even fighting to get it, justfiilng to get there to be asked questions,

you know. And now you get it again, they’ll givewbke three months. You have to go
that time again. And you know what go? We go likéclock in the morning. Some they
sleep there...It's a miserable life we're living (P2011).

Petitioners can return repeatedly to Home Affairaiting in line from before

dawn until closing time, only to be turned awaydiand again.

What | felt that it was difficult in the beginnirig get, even to renew your permit. People
had to wake up very early in the morning, somecfogk in the morning. And queuing
up. Queuing up so you can have space. So peopl@agdrom corners of Cape Town, to
fight, to strive for that. | myself, | remember aral 5 o’clock, | was there queuing
myself with other people and it was very difficultould stay for two days and then third
day you have the paper. Difficult. (Antonio 2011).

Many decide to merely stay the night outside talhbeir hard-worposition in line for

the next day. “Yeah sometimes you can sleep theeadhys” (Gilbert 2011). This may
seem extreme, but truly can be a major time-sawiageuver. Mawadza reports that
some petitioners have slept outside DHA officesatong as three months before being
able to apply for asylum. While waiting in linesigrants often lack access to toilets and
food (Mawadza 2008). Because of these harsh conditit is not unheard of for tensions
to boil over into riots. One day in Cape Town, & erupted that tore through the fences
penning in the lines of petitioners. Migrants stedihe DHA offices and destroyed
equipment in a fit of indignant rage. The incidesats so frightening to the DHA that for

a time it made an effort to improve efficiency (Btand Ballard 2005).
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VI. Getting to the DHA Office

Merely getting in the front door of the DHA offican be the biggest challenge in
dealing with the State. However, getting to thecefand making time for it are two other
seemingly mundane but very challenging complicai@eemingly less important than a
successful interview at Home Affairs, merely finglithe time to leave work during
business hours is not only inconvenient but paddigtdisastrous. Owners in the market
were far more likely to have been in South Afrioarhany years. This longer tenure
afforded them the opportunity at some point toagtter a resident visa or a long-term
asylum status. Owners are not immune and mustrggilact with Home Affairs from
time to time. “So if you have to go five six sewanes it cost money because you can't
work!” said Amos, a stall owner from Kenya (2011).

However, it is the assistants who bear the briitheHome Affairs experience.
As mentioned in chapter four, assistants work wery precarious environment. They can
be replaced in a heartbeat by someone equallyesr evre desperate for any kind of

work, let alone a somewhat prized position in theaist market.

Amos: Yeah the one who employ you he don't like fhassing work for Home Affairs].
He tell you if you don't work he don't pay you.

Me: Or he'll fire you

Amos: Yeah exactly. Mostly that's what they do. (@s2011)

Most assistants work seven days a week from dawhdwsk. Some, like Robert (who
works for Florence), get a Sunday off here andethieor most, however, a day off is
unlikely. When free time comes, it certainly does come on weekdays, which are the
busiest days in the market.

The stress of losing one’s job or complicating’smelationship to their boss only

serves to magnify the stress of the Home Affaifgeeience. Not only can missing work
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for a day cost you your job, but migrants mostliikeave to return at least two or three
more times before a meeting with a functionaryeisused. Matthew related to me how

difficult it is to make time for visits to Home Adfrs.

I dunno it’s like time. Maybe they get a job. Yoet@ job, maybe they are working in a
construction company. They say no, if | go to tbesdand say ‘Boss, | want to go to
Home Affairs to organize my papers’, definitely yheill lose their job, because, ‘| can’'t
wait for you to sort out all your affairs. So gortome affairs. | will hire somebody to do
the job.” (Matthew 2011).

To combat this problem, participants related totha they or their boss are
sometimes able to arrange a friend to cover th@agp day, though finding
experienced, trustworthy people is difficult on ghwotice. Most often the owners must
simply do without help and try to run the stallreelves, as Dr. Nijem did when Paul
went (unsuccessfully) to Home Affairs in June toaw his refugee paper. Meanwhile,
the assistant is forced to pray they get to Honfaisf and all goes off well, preventing
the need to return another day and endure thd treem boss. It is no wonder that people
sleep outside in winter in order to assure thenesebf success, hopefully on the first
day.

The location of the Home Affairs office that dealsh immigration papers has
moved around over the years. It was downtown, hed toved to Nyanga. Now it is
located in Maitland, roughly five miles from Greeanket Square. Most participants
prefer Maitland to Nyanga, but not to downtown. Faost petitioners, travelling to
Maitland means not only money, but the preciougtihat is needed to travel both ways.
As | will discuss more fully in the next chapteris dangerous to travel at night
anywhere in Cape Town, but especially so in thght®mrhoods where most migrants
live. Yet, to join the queue after 5:00 am almasuaes one a failed visit to Home
Affairs, because of the long lines. Only two pap@ants, Florence and Mamadou, own a
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vehicle, so in order to reach Maitland by five, onest necessarily leave home before
dawn and travel in darkness by taxi van or tragkimg harm to themselves or their
property. It is a mundane but important aspechefaverall struggle to relate to the
South African state.

Participants reported that getting their first gefa status was usually a daunting
task. Florence from DRC said about visiting Homé&#s$, “Yeah is difficult because we
must wake up early in the morning and go make tleaig. Sometimes they are fighting
there, but if you go inside, to get the paper, mabfem. To go in, that is the problem”
(2011). Oliver relates, “‘Cause, in order for youget just a stamp, you have to wake up
as early as 5 o’clock, sometimes sleep for thetrilggre. Too much chaos” (2011).
Andrew from Kenyaeported that they have had to go five times olvercourse of a
month to be seen by an official just once so hédcmerview for his refugee status
(2011). Azibo returned repeatedly for six month@3L{P). Robert told me “You know it's
tough for everyone first time in the foreign lartd?dt’'stough for everyone, but for me |
manage. But you see | came and | sleep there fodays. They give me but it was
already rejected!” (Robert 2011). “And | spend thmneonths looking for the paper and
they say no, say no. It was difficult...It was likeeey Wednesday and Thursday of the
week, | was going there. It was like 32 times” (Eamuel 2011). It is easy to surmise
from these accounts and their consistency thatlgiggiting in the front door of the
Department of Home Affairs can be the hardest @laout managing one’s relationship

with the South African state as an immigrant.
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VII. Incompetence and Caprice

The Department of Home Affairs is, by most papi#its’ accounts, characterized
by a climate of caprice ancompetence. This results in what Hoag calls a&gen
“lllegibility,” which sets the DHA amidst a fog afisorder unintelligible to migrants
(Hoag 2010). If Home Affairs functionaries are paspfully enacting directed policy,
then it may be a matter of incompetence and disizgd inconsistency (Baruti and
Ballard 2005). Regardless, most patrons of HomaiAdf not just Malawians, find the
inconsistency very troubling and confusing. Antoc@me as a political refugee from
Cabinda. “I came as a real refugee. Not just fonemical survival. Took me two years
to get status. | never understood why it took s lfor me to have a status” (Antonio
2011). Legally, the DHA must settle a request &am within six months, but these
decisions can go years unresolved, if ever. Whidseé asylum requests are being
processed, migrants are in danger of arrest addtfotifficult to work (Palmary 2003).
Oliver from Zimbabwe showed me an email he hadivedefrom Home Affairs that
informed him his application had been receivedtbat he needed to get fingerprinted. “I
already did the fingerprints for this applicatidinis very confusing” (Oliver 2011).
Because of problems like Oliver is experiencingjt8dAfrica has failed to process more
than half of its application®Baruti and Ballard 2005).

Participants who had been in South Africa for a f@ars often expressed
exasperation about the issuing of resident visBsey told us originally that they would
give residence IDs after five years as refugeessBllihasn’t happened” (Shana 2011).
“But after five years in the country you are eetitlto resident visa but it doesn’t happen”

(Antonio 2011). Despite the glaring problems withténio’s situation vis-a-vis Home
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Affairs’ treatment of Cabindan refugees, Antoniwige, Helena, thinks that Home
Affairs is already giving trouble and will try ité future to give her trouble as well
because she did her application jointly with Antoas Cabindan refugees, regardless of
the fact that she is from DRC where they met avebllifor many years. She sees people
from Congo getting permanent residence after dmget years of asylum and finds the
arbitrary distinctions emplaced on her conditiodlessly exasperating (Helena 2011).

When migrants are able to win refugee status, problwith the DHA do not end.
Even getting quality documentation can be difficulterally the material the refugee
status is printed on is often of cheap quality vigmd-written content and addendums.
This contributes further to the susceptibility agnants in South Africa. The Section 22
refugee permit which fortunate refugees are awaiiealitinely disregarded by many
possible employers, health care officials, policd aven DHA functionaries themselves
(Landau 2005; Baruti and Ballard 2005).

| told Amos in a focus group that my tentative dasmn was that Home Affairs
was a big problem for immigrants in South Africas llesponse was that they were a big
problem indeed. His biggest complaint was thaobii \ave been in South Africa for
fifteen years, no matter your level of status, goeitreated as if you had just arrived
yesterday. “So imagine the people who are hergears or fifteen years ago. They are
still going to Home Affairs. And the newcomers afso still going there. That way we
have big big problem, big queue” (Amos 2011). Migsalack of trust in Home Affairs
for adequate procedural explanations, or lack pfaations offered, forces confused
migrants to turn to one another and seek informdtiom those more experienced. | have

already discussed this flow of information in threpous chapter, but at the end of this
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section | will discuss how this flow of informatigrarticularly impacts migrants’

experiences of the South African state.

VIII. Rights and Information

Apart from a lack of clarity for migrants aboutvin¢o attain documents,
confusion and misinformation persist about thetsgkfugee documents convey.
According to South African laws, petitioners folasn and documented refugees are to
be granted access to child education and healdctser These legal rights are often
misunderstood by service providers or blatantlyrgad (Groot 2004; Klotz 2000)
Foreigners are often forced to wait longer for arred access to services like health care
or banking, arguably unconstitutionally (Crush 2008ndau 2006). Palmary’s study
reported that “Refugees cited continuous examgdlésw they had been denied access to
schools, clinics, housing and many other servi¢@a!mary 2002, 7). For her participants
and those of Landau (2005 and 2006), not only wereices denied, but there was no
system by which they felt they could find recourBlee DHA after all is seen by refugee
groups as very unsympathetic and few South Afrgraips are lining up to protest the
delays that cause asylum seekers to live exposgdlitee harassment and unable to
access work and basic services (Landau 2005). Hsusandau concludes, “refugees and
asylum seekers are effectively unable to conveddaHegal entitiements into effective
protection” (Landau 2006, 308).

The reasons for the chronic inability of the DHAkeep up with the number of
petitions each day are explained by some partitspas originating mainly from the

crush of people petitioning for papers. Others ptmrcorruption or poor management.
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Gilbert from Malawi maintained that he had beemé&araway many times because of
computer crashes and other malfunctions in the Haffars office. “They say ‘come
tomorrow.” Then you go there again, same probléfeah today the machines they are
not working properly, so you need to come backrat@norrow.’ For days you are still
going, going, going” (Gilbert 2011). Landau repdttat in Port Elizabeth dozens of
legally recognized refugees “went weeks withoutdredbcuments in mid-2004 because
the office failed to procure the printer cartridggeded to produce identity documents”
(Landau 2005, 1123). Other migrants have conveyeddearchers that they feel DHA
staff were simply not properly trained to deal wigiugees (Palmary 2003). Hoag related
the following from his research into the DHA.

The Inspectorate office where | conducted fieldwdok example, had not a single
functioning printer, photocopier, or fax machinanrd only one of the few functioning
computers was connected to the Movement Contrae8yéthe primary database with
which officials interact in their day-to-day actieis). At the time of my research, the
office was staffed by only 28 immigration officelater augmented by 6 trainees. With
these new trainees, the office was still 23 shbthe 57 total approved posts. The
Temporary Residence Permitting office, as well, @&short of the total 45 approved
positions (Hoag 2010).

Hoag's research unveils some of the enigmatic iwaekings of the DHA.
Amongst his findings is an assertion that DHA fiumcaries are indeed confused by
contradictory directives brought by political chasgn upper echelons of the
administration. Likewise, upper management is g@ffe in effectively communicating
policy and implementation strategies to its lowardr bureaucrats. One such clerk
accidentally came across a circular in a pile g@fgpa that informed her that, due to a
policy change, she had been improperly denyinggesfistatus to a number of applicants
for weeks or months (Hoag 2010).

Sadly, though, institutional capacity and bureaticiacompetence may not be

the largest factor limiting the proper treatmentofirants by the South African state via
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the DHA. Baruti and Ballard claim that corruptiomddaziness of DHA officials are the
primary causes of inefficiencies and are broughbyanti-foreigner sentiment (2005).
The racial and ethnic tone of South Africa’s actkemophobia extends to all levels of
society. | explore this topic fully in a later chap but suffice it to say that South Africa’s
centuries-londnistory of racialized policies has bitterly infedtgs struggle to come to
grips with migration. This struggle not only tramshs commonplace fears related to
immigration into some of the most vehement anteifgner sentiment on earth, but also
allows these sentiments to infect wide segmens®oiety. The result is motivation for
bureaucrats err on the side of conservativism dieioto protect their jobs in their own

climate of policy confusion (Hoag 2010).

IX. Harassment

Many participants related feeling harassed anittleel by Home Affairs
officials. This harassment is one of the more csirsi elements of what an African

migrant petitioner can expect from a visit to HoAf&airs.

--“Some are very helpful. But some are very rudkelin Nyanga, we had to be treated badly.
Sometimes we are beaten...But they are not HomerAfédficials who do that. Security guards
who are conducted by the Home Affairs, [a] privedenpany hired by them” (Oliver 2011).
--“Like before we used to go there to Nyanga. Theas too much police. When you go there
early in the morning they gonna grab you, take ysthane what what. Now it's in Maitland
there...Maitland is better” (Edmund 2011).

Amos referenced a more institutional kind of abuse.

...when you stay three days, go back, go back, gk &égain, you have to pay 2500 fine.
Because now you are late. So where you gonna Igéisafuckin money? No way you
can get that...Yeah they charge you 2500 [rand]olf gon’t pay the 2500 they lock you
in the jail, maybe two years, or they send you bédter two years they send you back.
It's harassment! (Amos 2011).

Most participants simply accept the struggle with DHA as a given component
of migrant existence in South Africa. For most raigs, the best advice can be boiled
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down to persistence and disregard for the intestamability of Home Affairs
functionaries. My focus group with the Malawianiasmts agreed unanimously that
persistence alone largely determines one’s outcamieh is never guaranteed, for better

or worse.

“By that time | struggled. | go there and | spehcke times there without getting it. | go
there and | didn't get it, you see? Then, aftgetlit. But | get it in an honest way.
Because | struggle, always on the line. | be thesigbe 4am. Struggle for a paper you
see. They don't wanna give it” (Thomas 2011).

“You can go and get it the first day or you canfgomonths and not get it” (Matthew-b
2011). Matthew tried for eigtyears and eventually enlisted a pro bono legaic®run
by University of Cape Town School of Law which taible matter to the High Court. The
case finally won him recognition as a refugee bynddAffairs, at least until recently
when he was denied again (2011).

No matter the reason, it is a grueling processadied by all. It is no small wonder
that many people elect to forgo legal status aralih the shadow of deportation in

exchange for a reprieve from interactions with 8cAfrican bureaucracy.

Bomani: You have to go. But if you can, if you diowant to go you stay here now, but illegally.

Me: Could you still work in the market?

Bomani: Yes we can still work here, but the prohléyou have a problem, if they catch you,
then you be in shit because they send you home.

However, not every one of my participants had@deerience with the visa
process. “It wasn't really difficult. | queued fblome Affairs and got a refugee permit.
Then interviewed later and got full asylum statfieral year and 2 months” said Patrice
(2011). Patrice, like some other migrants from@#&C, received asylum without much
ado. Pascal, also from DRC, originally came to Bd\ftica in the early 1990s because
his brother was working in the Zaire embassy intBddrica at the time. His brother

helped him get a visa sorted, but he maintainshéaitill could have come if his brother
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had not been working at tieenbassy. “There were already Congolese here. Befati
were fine between Mobutu and South Africa” (Pag€dl1l). Samba from Senegal also
said he did not mind the experience but tried, as wsual for him, to convey his position

above the fray.

No for me is actually nothing. Is the same like thement | use my refugee papers. | use
my Senegalese papers. For me is nothing. Is a ptiperall papers. Because | have my
Senegalese passport. | have my bank account irgSke@®mewhere else is the same
sure. South Africa is the same. But you know jo#ibfv the rules. What you want. And
what you do you get. You know? (Samba 2011).

It is not uncommon for Senegalese to have an re@asie working with Home
affairs. However, Samba has a seemingly unshakailédence in himself and is often
making comments that reveal his extremely self-anaut also self-gratifying thought
processes. Samba’s personal philosophy refledts@ssn even more pronounced than
that of his compatriots and fellow Murids in therket. By appearing unaffected by the
normal worries of the hoi polloi, Bas elevates rethabove the fray, but also the
unwashed masses. He best embodies this aloof ditgdrait that is common to the
Senegalese in the market, but so much to an extilgahethers in the market find him
comical more than intimidating.

One day in my first month in the market, | wasdiag out with Simon and
Blessing at their stall, and Samba came up in asaten. | asked if they knew him and
after we agreed we were talking about the samepe3gnon said unceremoniously
“Yes. This one is full of shit.” Blessing looked tine direction of Samba’s stall and said
“Yes. Full of shit.” It is not uncommon for non-SEgalese migrants to criticize the
Senegalese in the market, but it was rare to heacticisms, especially such resolute
ones, from the usually kind Zimbabweans, SimonBledsing. Personality traits that set
Senegalese vendors apart were most often reflecteeir clothing and outward
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confidence. These traits are connected to deeteraielements that have contributed
greatly to Senegalese success in the marketplace,Gape Town to Paris to New York.

Perhaps this success is the Senegalese’s ultimatethe market.

X. Corruption

Corruption is an inevitable topic in a discussidrsouth African bureaucracy,
specifically the DHA. Bureaucracy relating to immagon and naturalization in South
Africa is notoriously inefficient and corrupt (Kleen and Ramiji 2001). Customs officials
are also known to wield power over migrant actilafyinconsistently and arbitrarily
extracting high tariffs and additional fees or ligieng outright bribes for documents
(Maharaj 2001; Peberdy 2000; Klotz 2000; Landaus20Baruti and Ballard show that,
amongst their participants, bribes solicited by DéfAcials ranged from R100 to R1000
(2005). The United Nations High Commission on Rekgreports that a fifth of refugees
have given bribes to DHA officials (Groot 2004).cbdedingly, few participants in my
study related to me any marked experiences wittupoofficials at Home Affairs. As
was the case with police corruption, most of tlegies shared witime were about a third
party and not from my participant’s personal exgece. When personal experience was

referenced, allusions were made more than stradgbianation.

Me: Can you describe your process for getting skvp@rmit?

Pardon: | don't want to go into the process bec#usil be like | am denouncing
corruption. So it's better to just say it was hard.

Me: So you don’t want to talk about the corruption?

Pardon: Ah no. | don’'t want to be the victim oftthiaing.

Me: My project specifically focuses on that so Iwdant to hear about it.

Pardon: What | can say, it is there. How it is aritis.up to how you find out about it.
But it is there. You fork a lot of thousands to getork permit by that time. But how |
get it, it was according to me. But | don't thirtlsiright to discuss about it. Because it
was the hard way. And | don’t want to think abduBiecause it was hard for me by
that time. It was a bad time of my life. But | hiaddo it but it was very bad.

(Pardon 2011)
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Pardon clearly had some sort of very troublingegigmce with the visa process
when he attempted to get his residency permit.tdpie was clearly off-limits so | did
not press the issue. It would have been fascinadirkmow more details of his
experience, but his words convey the point thatugdion does happen, even in Cape
Town.

Andrew: Obviously there is the corruption and etfeing you see. It is difficult to get it.
It is not easy.

Me: How is there corruption?

Andrew: Most of the time, to make it work out fary you have to pay money you see.
Me: To an official?

Andrew: Maybe, it depends. Cause me, | just wedtcqreued for me. If you are lucky,
like me | was lucky one day and | got it. (Andre@42)

Bomani referenced the possibility of Malawiansrgpiback door” in order to

escape the noose tightening around their necks.

Bomani: Will be harder now to get it from Malawih@re was no problem before, but
when wecame to find greener pastures, there was no hurgear, just lack of
opportunity. But now the government is figuring thet nothing is wrong in
Malawi...But you know there is some other ways. The#ill people you know. You
know.

Me: What other ways?

Bomani: You go back door. You can go there. Youtedinto people you know. Then
maybe like you can pay. Like the corruption. Whaa law is too tight there are some
other ways also. People, they get what they wand they pay something. That's why
you can see people, they have, the new ones. Batifjo there and you want to get it's
not easy for you to get a paper (Bomani 2011)

Utilizing “back door” channels or paying “unoffalifees” are strategies for
obtaining papers that many participants have censdif not enacted. The market
inhabitants who must work most often with Home AHaare the assistants, i.e. those
with the least resources. This makes “back dooahdlels less appealing to them. If
paying some sort of “unofficial” fee to a clerk ¢dget them a more desirable legal
status, they would likely never be able to affdar(see also Gebre et al. 2011). There
were a few times where | saw assistants like PadilTdnomas trying to borrow ten rand

from others just to get transport home. To go madisbed for lack of money is not an
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uncommon phenomenon amongst assistants either.simaslarge savings that could
open doors for a better future, legally or otheeyis extremely difficult for even owners
to do, and more so for assistants (Matthew-b 2011).

Corruption is, by and large, a well-known and vydeccepted phenomenon for
my study group. African migrants in South Africdel my participants, come from
countries where corruption in bureaucracy is ndteamd of or just as often is business-
as-usual. Thus, the corruption present in The Depart of Home Affairs, if it exists in a
significant way, might not be eliciting an affe@ivesponse in my participants, at least
partially, because it is an anticipated elemeriheflandscape for them. Additionally, for
some, corruption seems relatively light in Soutlhidsf in comparison to their home
countries. Some migrants and DHA officials place tésponsibility for the presence of
corruption on the migrants who foster the procesgiting into bribery to make dealings
with the DHA go smoothly (Hoag 2010; Gebre et 8i1P). Perhaps, this helps explains
Pardon’s reticence to discuss his experience. Hefegh victimized, yet also partly
responsible and ashamed. Neocosmos would respdtardon’s shame with the
assertion that the onus for corruption falls ontB@\frica’s migration legislation which
assumes that migrants produce a net loss to so@ietys in presenting migrants as
inimical to the State, the state encourages aniigssthe defense of ‘Fortress South
Africa’ using illiberal means. “To do this, policgficers and officials from the
Department of Home Affairs are given such excesgmeers over extremely vulnerable
people that the bribery, extortion and corruptiesdme not only possible but regular
practices” (Neocosmos 2008, 590). Those who gileebrdo participate in the

proliferation of the abuse. However, they do sa gontext of power relations which
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have been historically and institutionally shapgdllberal ideals deployed in unjust

manners.

XI. “Numinocity”

Myth shrouds much of the experience of migrant life ot Africa, and the
interaction with the state is no exception. The &#&pent of Home Affairs retains an
ominous and numinous quality to many migrants éasons that go beyond the great
power the institution has over a migrant’s futurgivibeing and freedom. Rumor and
discussion about how to move from asylum seekegftmgee, to resident status are
commonplace amongst migrants in Cape Town’s pubéickets. The other major topic is
how to navigate the DHA process for those seelorgitiin or renew their refugee
papers. The stories circulated amongst migrantatahe DHA have much to do with the
shaping of the contact between migrants and the.stae looming future interactions
with the DHA make it a common topic of conversataonongst migrants in the market,
as | have already mentioned. The impetus for mdi¢chi® conversation is that so little is
known amongst migrants in the market. At the same,tstakes are high, thus
compelling people to seek information.

The Department of Home Affairs does not go to gieagths to adequately
inform migrants of their rights and responsibikti€&reat confusion abounds amongst my
participants on issues like health care or houassistance. The visa-granting
mechanism of Home Affairs may be organized andistes, but from the outside
perspective of petitioners it appears erratic apticious. With no clear path to

obtaining a refugee status, or to advancing tlitistto a long-term asylum visa or a
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resident visa, migrants are left to glean what tteay from the experiences related to
them by others who have gone before. This is exdhgproblematic for a number of
reasons. First, the experiences of individuals fcbifierent countries should differ based
on the South African government’s recognition @klghereof of a substantive push
factor at home justifying the granting of asylunhus, information passed through the
grapevine may lack critical contextual details. @ef; in the same way, verbal exchanges
of subjective experience can lack context or baindsrstood by the hearer, especially
when there is no corroborating information. Thimdt only is there often a lack of
corroboration, the opposite is often present. Difig opinions abound on the regulations
and rules pertaining to migrant life in South A&jdncluding the appropriate or optimal
way to petition Home Affairs for legal status.

A lack of consensus on institutional bureaucritiowledge amongst migrants in
Cape Town'’s central markets leads to misinformatiamsed by conversing in climates
of anxiety. This of course limits a migrant’s atyilto negotiate their relationship to the
South African state in a satisfactory or optimalywBhus, a sense of despondency
suffuses the relationship between migrants andttte. It is one thing to feel weak and
alone in the throng of thousands hoping to be admhib the visa office. It is quite
another to feel powerless to advance your inteedtstively and reliably once you have
gained entrance to the building. The Departmemtarhe Affairs is the migrant’s sole
vehicle to the most basic approbation of the Sédtitan state: legal status. This pivotal
role combines with its exclusivity, abject powedarerceived caprice to hold a

numinous place in the everyday life and imaginatbAfrican migrants to South Africa.
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XIl. Conclusion

The state is clearly an obstacle to migrant sahiiv South Africa by means of
vacillation, control mechanisms and prolific cortiop. The DHA lacks the funding,
manpower and the will to process refugee and rasidapplications efficiently and
ethically (Mawadza 2008). Migrants who came legdiiyt became illegal, or were even
arguably “made illegal” live under a constant thmafadeportation. This “ever-present
vulnerability” shapes migrant experience by makmgigrants more easily exploitable
and reducing their access to basic services. Sohwass have pointed out that state
controls are not always aimed at eliminating imraigm. “It is deportability and not
deportation per se that has historically renderetbaumented migrant labor a distinctly
disposable commodity” (De Genova 2002, 438). Thigcal view lands squarely on
South Africa with its combined histories of labdruges and racial prejudice.

lllegality is a very important concept to thisgyibecause it “is a spatialized
social condition that is frequently central to greeticular ways that migrants are
racialized as “illegal aliens” within nation-stapaces” (De Genova 2002, 439). |
conclude that the poor functioning of the DHA (dahdrefore the bad relationship
between migrants and the state) presents an irthespatial obstacle to the survival of
my study group. Shea, who studied professionakcAfrimigrants in Cape Town,
explains that “[T]he real power of such a cultusédxclusion] is contained in the unique
blend of state sanctioned rules of belonging (eit&hip) and the interpretation of these
rules based on history and culture, by legitimaiezens” (2008, 127). The state’s ability
to act as an obstacle to migrant aspirations &edldirectly to the will and assent of its

citizenry (Modi 2003). South Africa’s citizenry hagns to display unbelievably high
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levels of racist disdain for foreigners, an inexstéale hatred most often referred to in
literature as “xenophobia.”

For those who work from dawn until dusk, seveysdaweek, the only thing
worse than the work life is to be told by the goweent that they are no longer legally
allowed to do that work. Migrants see the stataramstitution that disregards their well-
being, or directly seeks to harm them. This unfoate relationship is often structural,
being based off of the shape and style, policyfaniat of the institutions of permitting
and police control that South Africa has enacteatitaat the City of Cape Town has
enacted at the local level. When migrants intenattt these institutional embodiments of
South African political will, they do not do so imysonally. There is always a clerk, a
functionary, a police officer -- human beings @lhese living, breathing entities make up
the facade of the state enterprise and have pédmppariences as well as social, cultural
and political outlooks that inform how they integpmstitutional directives. Perhaps
more importantly, their humanity informs how théyoose to act in the spaces of
discretion where no clear rule or regulation existshem to follow, or where ignorance
of rules persist. For this reason, in the followaigpters, | continue this exploration with
a focus on migrants’ relationship to police andalagovernment in South Africa and then

| will examine the relationship between migrantd &arger society in South Africa.
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Chapter 5. Migrants and Local Government

l. The relationship of migrants to the state via Dipartment of Home Affairs is a

keystone to understanding the lived experienceigfancy in South Africaln addition

to national institutions, the migrant relationstopghe state must be examined at the local
level. The influential role that local executivesiiitutions, like the police forces and city
councils, play in daily migrant life has only inesed since Apartheid as more city and
municipal governments in South Africa take increlasentrol of policing. Particularly
important for my study group, local policing haggkely taken responsibility for
overseeing urban informal trade (Palmary 2002).

Local branches of executive power in South Afrlda the police, have been
reported to be a large-scale nuisance to both ladirey and undocumented foreigners in
South Africa. South African police forces of alliges often take advantage of the
“spatialized social condition” created by Stateiges and apparatuses like The
Department of Home Affairs (Klaaren and Ramji 2004ndau 2006a; Maharaj 2001,
Peberdy 2000; Samara 2011, Sinclair 1998; Weste0a)2 The police are well-known to
be corrupt, violent and antagonistic (Peberdy 2@#louni 2009; Western 2001).
Levine defines corruption as the “unsanctionedrmcheduled use of public resources
for private ends” (1975). Corruption can also banwed as the “misperformance or
neglect of a recognized duty, or the unwarrantet@se of power, with the motive of
gaining some advantage more or less directly patséBrooks 1970). By both of these
normative definitions, police in South Africa operan a corrupt manner. A 2002
Immigration Act promised to humanely reform immigpa controls, but only a couple

of reports were produced with no substantial chemgade (Crush 2008). Since then,
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South African policy has instead moved increasinglyards strategies of control.
Wherever legislation leaves gaps, ad hoc local g@aree in South Africa usually
amounts to anti-migrant stances. Moreover, thelsAtrican State emboldens extra-
legal corruption by providing a larger governmem¢ahplate of civil and human rights
abuses that defy South Africa’s laws and foundati@ninciples.

Before coming to South Africa to do field worlhypothesized based on a review
of literature, that police interaction would beegative impact on the everyday life of
African migrants. My data collection indicated thiais was certainly the case. Many
participants had been extorted personally, and maong had been harassed or abused in
some form or another. Participants related a sdaekeof trust in the police to treat them
fairly and to protect them from harm by others,eesglly South Africans. It seems also
that feelings toward the police are heavily shapedhat migrants witness first hand in
interactions between the police and other migré8eatiments and strategies of
negotiation are furthermore shaped by hearsay atsoelated about negative migrant
encounters with police. Lastly, | found that manigirants’ views and experiences of
police in Cape Town have been heavily affectedreyipus experiences in other major

South African cities.

[l. Extortion

| asked each of my participants to relate to matwitne police were like in South
Africa and to tell me about any interactions thag kith them. Numerous participants

related that they had indeed been extorted of eashluables. For instance:

Paul: They [the police] are too much corrupt
Me: To you specifically?
Paul: Yes, a number of times.
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Me: Do they ever try to get money from you?
Paul: Yeah, Yeah that’s their game! Yeah. (Paull201

Most participants, like Paul, did not hesitatehait affirmation that police in
South Africa and Cape Town, in particular, had gehmoney from migrants. Pascal,
for instance said, “They stealing! They just comiaglisturb the people, to look at the
papers, and talk. But they can see at that timeayeselling, that you are busy. The
customer can go because the customer don’'t wage@olice” (2011). When asked if he

had personally been harassed, Pascal responded,

Yes! You see maybe you are three standing therey €bme to you. Once it was us
three, here on the corner. The police they comeaamrest us. For what? They must
search. Ok search. We go inside, they are searcisingothing. But we must go to the
police. For what? Asking for what!? ‘You talk toauoh. You must just go’. We go in the
police station, we go there inside. They say thegtrtake us a picture, charting and
check us. The time we go inside there, the womathere she said ‘No, you are just
wasting your time. Just go’. 2010 that happens s&hwew police that are here now [since
World Cup]. they are just disturbing the peopleeylare not doing their job. They just
looking for money. If they come, they see a nevefao the town, they go to you. Maybe
you leave your permit at home. They take you. Yime them 50 [rand]. They let you go
(Pascal 2011).

My literature review clearly indicated that haragst, extortion and theft are
common in interactions with police (Peberdy 200@rious discussions like the above
with Paul and Pascal confirmed that police coraupts an obstacle to daily life for
migrants in South Africa and in Cape Town’s pulnharkets. South Africa has a sad
history of police corruption that goes back lonépbe the post-Apartheid influx of
African migrants. “In the 1970s, black policemenre&veommonly believed to refrain
from charging pass offenders in exchange for btiflesdge 1998). As | later conclude,
the repeal of Apartheid era laws like those restigespirits and free movement created a

vacuum of targets for historically entrenched pokorruption (Lodge 1998).
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I1l. Harassment

Participants also related that they had been saddsy police without necessarily
being extorted for cash or valuables. When askbd tiad ever been verbally harassed
by police, Paul said that friends of his had béEmen during that xenophobia time.

They will come and they tell you ‘Why don’t you jugo home!” (Paul 2011). Asked
about harassment and extortion, Mamadou respofidedh you gonna have problem

for that. Because sometime they think like you delgs” (Mamadou 2011). Gabriel

from Uganda responded, “Yes yes. | hear so mamestd always hear they have
attacked some other people whereby they have gotte@ases, they have beaten, they
have attacked. That's what | am hearing. Becauselvays reading the newspapers. So
all the people complain, ‘oh the police they aratlgy us!”” (Gabriel 2011). Targets for
police harassment are commonly profiled by lookspaech, allowing even citizens to be
harassed based on phenotype (Landau 2009). Manaaueed that the police do target
black Africans, though he blames that more on Nagecriminality than on the police
racism. Adele made and interesting point that wétemcame to Cape Town from DRC,
all of her clothes were stolen. She credits dressirthe South African fashion for

helping her avoid being profiled as a foreigner artdrget for harassment (Adele 2011).

Participants painted a picture of what servicesplice had rendered them, if
any, in their time in South Africa. Largely this aomted to being told to “get lost” in
some form or another when participants had reqdgsikce aid (Bomani-b 2011;

Matthew-b 2011; Edmund-b 2011; Robert-b 2011).

Paul: The police, sometimes they become a problem.

Me: How so?

Paul: You know why? Police, over here, they fawar tnuch South Africans. Like for
example, if a South African does wrong to you, thaginot go for him. They leave him
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sometimes. I've seen that. But if you just do wrém@ South African, they force you.
Me: What do they do?

Paul: If you are arguing with a South African, treyme. They are not fair-minded you
know. They are not fair. I'll be straight on thé?aul 2011)

Oliver said “There is another guy. He is in Khatgdla. He is from
Cameroon...He has this container that he use as Stomee people broke into his
container and stole some items. So he went to #yeli{sha police station to report to
the police. So they told him you must go back taryauntry” (Oliver 2011). Emmanuel
related, “Me | can say, it's not the same like thpEople in South Africa. They do treat
you differently. They don’t handle you nicely. Y&now, someone from far away, they
just say ‘Ah, | don’t care about you'. It's onlké they don’t do their job when they are
treating someone from far’” (Emmanuel 2011). Théiigeamongst participants was
nearly unanimous that when the police were novalstipreying upon migrants, they
were disregarding their duty to protect them froann to their person or property.

Gaining police assistance is especially hopel@saridocumented immigrants
who already have a hard enough time avoiding sisspibarassment and brutality from
police (Klotz 2000)Azibo maintained, in a focus group, that interaasiovith police
tend to go even worse if you have no documentatigrau lack a paper from Home
Affairs, he said, the police will not advocate f@u or protect you (2011). Thus, for

migrants who lack legal status, the police preseah more difficulty.

Me: Any experiences with police?

Emmanuel: | just thank God that | am not meetirgséhguys.

Me: Why do you thank God? Are they difficult?

Emmanuel: Yeah, they are difficult. They like trepprs. If you don’t have them they
will put you in holding cell and then send you bdme.

Having legal status in South Africa, however, doesexempt migrants from
police harassment, as in Pascal’'s account abowgralts’ legitimizing documents are
often disregarded or destroyed, which aids in éxtoror helps to boost arrest numbers
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(Klaaren and Ramji 2001; Landau 2005; Landau 208@&berdy 2000}.I have a friend.
He was arrested here. Just for papers. He hachttes pBut he just forget it home. They
just took him up the corner. My friend, he’s jusinking right here (points down St.
George’s Mall). [The police said] “You have a huedirand. Just gimme money then we
let it go” (Paul 2011). Klotz claims that “Securipgoper status and paperwork does not
protect foreign Africans from harassment, imprisentand/or deportation” (2000) and
that these infractions relate directly to the qoddice play in enforcing migration
regulations.

Robert related a personal experience to me wleereals extorted by police even
though he had a refugee paper. When | asked hinthétywvould happen if he had
documents, he responded, “It's their life therdarburg [Johannesburg]. When there is
foreigner, you must just take something. Yeah el/gou have a paper, they just want
something. Just want to get something from you.ttMaw said in his interview, “The
thing is even if you do have papers they do hayaas They just want to take advantage
because they know you are a foreign immigrant” (Naw 2011). Even the South

African Human Resources Commission wrote:

In the majority of cases there were no reasonaiglengls for an apprehending officer to
suspect that a person was a non-national. A sggmfinumber of persons interviewed
had identification documents which were either @s&d or ignored or which they were
prevented from fetching from home. Apprehendedgressvere often not told or did not
understand the reason for their arrest. Extortimhtaibery are practices extremely
widespread among apprehending officers (SAHRC 1§88ted in Landau 2005).

IV. Survival Strategies

Even if migrants have never experienced thisaieatment personally, the vast
majority still regard police as dangerous (Sincl&i©8). Given that participants’ lives

seem deeply impacted by their negative experiewdesor their fears of police, | asked

72



them to describe their strategies of negotiatich@aroidance. Paul said, “You just have
to play on your luck and try to plead with themuyoow. You just have to plead with
them and not try to be smart over them” (Paul 20MBmadou extolled the importance
of having nothing to hide so that one can be ceamfichnd still respectful. “When you are
honest you never have problem for yourself” (Mamag011). Some police have dealt
with him respectfully. When they are nice, he galesig with searches and road blocks,
but they never are able to extort money from hiRrofn me you can’t get nothing! For
Sure! Haha!” He is certain that if one has nothim@ide, they have less to fear from the
police. When people look scared, he said, the pahimk you have a reason to be scared
and then try to take advantage. Also, Mamadou mée friends to come to his house.
“But me anyway | don't like to go out...l go home wafTV, stay there inside. If | get
invited, | can drive somewhere. | don’t even takexa” (2011). Adele echoed
Mamadou’s sentiment about seeming afraid. She a&lWwas to keep quiet around police
and always avoids looking afraid. “I think policarcsense fear” (2011). Adele probably
also avoids police attention by dressing in SouiicAn clothing, as mentioned earlier
(Adele 2011).

Samba, with his characteristic bravado (more ¢kan his Senegalese
compatriot, Mamadou, who himself is considerablf-aggrandizing), insists that when

it comes to the police, the best policy is to dedhaespect.

Samba: No. Actually it's not about lucky. I'm a pen. | use my mind about everything.
Sometimes | get stopped from the police and [wi&]dad they let me go.

Me: What do you say to them?

Samba: Yeah actually some time you get stoppedy $ag they want to check you. | say
no you don’t check me about...you must let me knoswrdason why you check me. You
know because I'm a person, I'm working and yoursee What respect you have for me
to check me? You know what | mean? | want to knlbavreason first. | can allow
policeman to check me no problem, cause | don’elawthing to hide.

Me: So you actually stand up for yourself?
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Samba: Yeah | actually want to know the reasonoiefou check me you must let me
know the reason why you check me. You know whaeam So you tell me respect
about something, ok, | say no problem. Then cheeklfryou wanna bring me
somewhere | say no. I'm free. You check me whexml Check me and let me go, cause
you not gonna find anything wrong with me (2011).

Samba’s approach was very interesting to me becsusany other participants
told me that their strategy was to just avoid tbhkge and be as amenable as possible.
Samba, however, chooses to fight fire with firealsense, his strategy relies on the
playground principle of standing one’s ground andghing the bully instead of
cowering and curling up into a ball. | would wageat his calm, righteous defiance often
psychologically deflates the police’s potentiakist in abusing their power.

The diffident Oliver, who is more the curl-intoball type,adds that apart from
merely being innocent, migrants should travel iougps and not draw attention. “Don’t
imitate what the locals do. Like partying overnigite...don’t play music loudly. If |
can see these locals [doing this], there is nolprmoblf they are a foreigner, they will get
trouble” (2011). Azibo also claims to have avoideany problems with police by not
getting side tracked in to the night life, avoidimgople who do, and focusing only on his
work. Oliver said also that “being in the right géaat the right time” is very important, |
think from the context referring to avoiding towrshat night. Andrew claims that there
is another side to that wisdom. “I walk at nightt m specific locations.” He too avoids
townships, but also avoids predominantly white hbarhoods and the city center.
“Yeah, because...they see a tall guy, a black guyu.see?” (2011). Andrew fears
getting profiled as a black criminal as much asnamigrant target. Antonio recommends
keeping one’s refugee identification at home ineorty protect it from loss or wear and

tear. Sometimes he keeps a photocopy, just in basejther way, he says, it is far more
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desirable to avoid police (Antonio 2011). He besthmarized all the survival strategies:
One has to stay alert at all times to avoid pahteraction at all costs.

These avoidance strategies show tangible examplesoparticipants have
altered their behavior, their dress, and theinydadltterns of travel, work and recreation
in order to continue their lives in South Africannolested. The illegitimate behavior of
the police and the power they wield are a fixturéhie migrant psyche and the countless
decisions made each day about how to negotiateutman and material landscape of the
city. Avoidance is the most desirable policy beeaoisthe abject powerlessness the
majority feel when they either imagine or encoutierpolice arm of the State. This
sentiment is similar to participants’ wish to avtie Department of Home Affairs at all
costs as well. These strategies of avoidance itmgllythe state acts a mobile,
unpredictable and omnipresent push factor in exarydigrant life.

This context of powerlessness helps explain whyanoy participants related that
the only reason they have not been confrontedeonar harassed more often is due to
luck or spiritual protection (Bakary 2011; Helert#l2). “That is why | say | just thank
God | am not meeting those ones yet. Because Gibé isnly one who protect you. It's
like if you pray every day you don’t want to mele¢se kinds of things. Sometimes it can
happen” (Emmanuel 2011). Adele and Oliver feel Kiicthat they have had few
interactions with Police. “...to be quite honest Itreeme police officers a number of
times, searching people, checking IDs, they jushie pass...maybe I'm lucky” (Oliver
2011).

The police are perceived by migrants as threagealimost unanimously.

Exceptions like Thomas and Samba have avoidedrtadhctions with the police in
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Cape Town and do not view them as a threat. A3homas, | have seen many
inconsistencies in Thomas’ statements over keyessuring the time | spent in the
market talking with him. | also noticed that he vaaee or twice vehemently
contradicted and rebuffed by all the other Malawidaring our focus group. Thomas
may be at the very least eccentric and sometinaslpluntruthful in his statements.
Despite my suspicions as to his reliability, howewe actually illuminates an important
pattern in my findings. Thomas is in a minisculenarity probably because he has not
lived in South Africa more than a year or so, nrdived in Johannesburg.

Migrants are far more likely to run into theseuiss the longer they reside in Cape
Town or other cities in South Africa. Participastaunts clearly indicate that Cape
Town has unacceptable issues with police preyirmpupigrants. However, they also
indicate that Cape Town does not seem to haveatine slegree of police harassment and
corruption that exists in other major urban centérSouth Africa. This could be for a
variety of reasons. Western Cape Province haslthijgax base and relatively high per
capita income for South Africa. Cape Town city mgara are lauded as some of the best
in the world, let alone in South Africkor these reasons, at least in part, the management
of police is somewhat more effective and diredCape Town, thus decreasing police
officers’ ability or desire to abuse their powdmugh clearly not removing it.
Nonetheless, it is important to note how much regldalifferences in South Africa can

affect the daily lived experiences of African migiato South Africa.
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V. Impacts of Local Governance

While the Department of Home Affairs representsabuntrywide keystone of
migrant interaction with the national governmensaoith Africa, some migrants must
also interact with local government bodies. In¢hse of souvenir sellers in Greenmarket
Square and St. George’s Mall, this is especiallydase. As mentioned in “Market
Dynamics,” the Cape Town City Council has takemeased control of these two
markets in recent years. Now instead of paying teatbusinessperson, stall owners
must pay their rent to the city. The change of goaece over these public spaces of
private enterprise has had profound impacts omelagionship between migrant souvenir
vendors and the South African state.

As discussed in the “Market Dynamics” chapter,réraoval of Badih Chaaban
from the market and the implementation of City Calicontrol led to the retrenchment
of stall ownership. For the most part, the markait swnership has remained constant
since the change in 2008-2009. Under Badih, théah&ad much more fluid turn-over.
Badih’'s management allowed some people with queatie migration status to own
stalls in the market providing they could avoicemmittent police patrols. However, in
order to secure a vending location from the Cityi@nl, one must now prove legal status
(Pardon 2011; Bakary 2011; Mamadou 2011). Thusnafell swoop, the market
ownership was restricted by local government oalihbse with legal status. This
increased the migrant vendors’ need for the appiaiaf the national body which
administers legal status: the Department of Honfaist

Only the owners of the stalls must interact wittalogovernment offices in any

significant way. This interaction is most often #mple act of paying the R400 per
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month lease fee to the City Council (Antonio 20MEmadou 2011; Bakary 2011; Shana
2011). Aimost no owners have given up their planghe markets since the departure of
Badih Chaaban (Bakary 2011; Mamadou 2011; Pardat)2This is due partially to the
lack of better options, but also to the increased that if one leaves the market, there is
no way of returning (Pardon 2011). Under Chaabamenship was at his pleasure. He
was never known to evict anyone for anything othan non-payment of rent. He was
known, however, to play favorites with awarding kerspace (Shana 2011; Antonio
2011). An owner could leave the market on good $emith Chaaban and conceivably
return sometime later and jump the line of “caswaditkers waiting for an open spot.
Also, vendors with capital could purchase a maskeice directly from another owner, as
long as Chaaban approved the sale. For new owmergér the market now, they must
register on a very long waiting list at city hatidcawait an opening (Antonio 2011;
Bakary 2011). Ownership in the market has remaateabst exactly the same since the
city council takeover and will likely remain unclgad for the foreseeable future (Pardon
2011). Competition for vending space is now so lig@ape Town that casual vendors
regularly try to sell art and souvenirs at busgitiséctions, while walking amongst idling
cars.

As also mentioned in the “Market Dynamics” chaptiee rents in the markets
have dropped dramatically, but profits have dropgpesh more (Antonio 2011;
Mamadou 2011; Simon 2011). This means that thel goelon of profits that went to
assistants has dropped both in amount and propastiaet profits. Because the city
reduced the number of stalls in Greenmarket Sguwass much as a third, many souvenir

vendors and assistants lost their jobs, floodimgntiarket with available and desperate
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laborers willing to work for less. Additionally, bause the ownership cannot be changed
by a Chaaban or any private entity, there is ngéommany profit in leaving the market by
selling one’s stall. That combined with the irortleecessity of having fixed,
documented legal status to own a stall now meaatsafisistants find it impossible to find
upward mobility in the market. It is at once a sdilon and a dead end: Pardon’s
“Refugee Camp” (see: Chapter 9).

One possibly unintended consequence of this abgrbeen a reduced police
presence in the market (Edmund 2011; Antonio 2(Rdlice may understand somewhat
mistakenly that there is less ability for undocuteenvorkers to be in the market. Thus,
those in my sample group have less interaction palice now, reducing one of the
major types of interactions migrants have withestaddies. Shop assistants make up the
majority of the population of the market and aisslékely to have documents. Those
assistants who have questionable status or knoyvargl without proper documentation
are able to work and breathe a little easier imtlagket because of the reduced police
presence. However, that does not mean that themmvee changes have lessened the
need for assistance to gain legal status, nortliaally improved the quality of their lives
(Matthew 2011; Thomas 2011). It remains only a eraif time before one gets caught

by police without documentation.

Me: Not everybody | talked to has a paper. Is ftaxely dangerous? Just a matter of time?
Matthew: Yeah | can say it's a matter of time. Bessayou never know what time they [police]
will come there.

Azibo: Because sometimes other guys they get catcta/be not there in the market, sometimes
in the street.

Edmund: Coming home.

Matthew: Maybe just in the road somewhere. (Focosml 2011)
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VI. Going “Back Door”

That is not to say, though, that there are not viaysolong the inevitable. Life in
Cape Town, even “illegal” life, finds a way. Oneutab argue that the delays and
inefficiencies of the DHA create a market for idgntheft crimes, forgery and other
fraud (Mawadza 2008). For instance, Edmund explainedadaw friends will
sometimes borrow each others’ papers to get starteds that require them. Edmund
has never paid anyone at Home Affairs for help wabers, but as he put it “You can
buy them from someone else. Other guy just hag twabeful” (2011).

Adele shared with me the story of how she oridgyngbt space in Greenmarket
Square in the early 1990s when there were veryirfanigrants in the market. “I did not
have work permit before. We had a lady from SoufiticA working for us. She came to
our house looking for a job. So we say ‘no we caelp you here, but we have a
proposition for you” (2011). Adele hired her asamsistant and put the South African
assistant down as the titular owner of the stall ased her identification papers. Adele
and Edmund demonstrate just two of the many waafsalittle creativity can go a long
way in advancing one’s interests in South Africasplte having no legal status to live or
work there. This is often a key skill in negotigfilife as a foreigner in South Africa,
where, as mentioned in the previous chapter, \waég for Department of Home Affairs

decisions and the receipt of proper documentatioretugee status can last for years.

VII. Regional Differences in Corruption

Relationships with police are better in Cape Takan in places like

Johannesburg (Bomani-b 2011; Robert-b 2011; Matth&®11; Edmund-b 2011,
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Gilbert 2011; Amos 2011). Once | began addressirsgdifference between Cape Town
and other South African cities, | received a wealtkhonsistent explanations. Paul said,
“It's better here in Cape Town. Life is better here&Cape Town. But in Jo’burg, if you
walk and you have no money, you have problem. Wioengo out you must have
money. It was a slight mistake you make, when tie@ come they not let you go until
you give them like a 50 rand or whatever” (Paul DOReferring to police extortion,
Gabriel said, “In Cape Town, it is not all that rhuBut what I'm hearing, it is in
Jo’burg. But Cape Town, it is a little bit diffetgr{Gabriel 2011). Simon related that he

had problems with police at least once in Cape Tdwhcouched that in the following:

As | see here in Cape Town, police are good. Becthey can’t stop you when you are
not doing anything wrong. If they suspect, they saarch you. When I'm going home,
we pass through Jo’burg. In Jo’burg, even whenagmreuwalking, the policeman they see
that one is a foreigner. They stop you. Then tleeych. Even when you have your valid
passport, everything, they search again. Especidibn they see money in the pocket.
Like 1000, 2000, they say ‘where did you get thahey?’ Even when you tell them, ‘I
work. I'm working.” They say ‘Ah no no .You are hg. You are a drug dealer.” No
matter how much you protest they keep accusingoging a drug dealer. So some they
are starting small problem. When they see the phameshow them the phone, they say,
‘Where is the receipt?’ You say, ‘that phone, | gjédng time. How can | give the
receipt?’ So they end up, they need money. Altittne. But here it's like convenient in
Cape Town. | can leave my paper at home. They aa&kvithout a paper. They ask me,
they going with me, there by Home Affairs and yaut @ finger [in the fingerprint
scanner] (Simon 2011)

Simon’s account displays, only partly, the diffices caused by carrying large
amounts of currency, because normal banking taelsat easily accessible for refugees
and other migrants. As Landau puts it, “some padifieers have come to see foreigners
as mobile ATMs” (Landau 2005, 1127). Robert relatezifollowing about police taking
his property.

Robert: Ah but here in Cape Town, no one ask mé¢hpaper. But there in Jo’burg,
they took me after my paper was just expired likeegk. Then they take me. To release
me | give them my phone. My own phone, the oned using...Here in Cape Town, the
police they don't fight against papers...like therelo’burg, the way we are sitting here,
maybe if they could pass maybe three or four afthgou give them twenty bucks...The
police in Johannesburg is just about money.

Me: How many times did you give money to the pdlice
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Robert: Ah you can’t count. The only one | couninig phone because is not just a
phone. It was a nice phone. But also one thingriglain, because she was a lady.
Maybe if it was a man, it wouldn’t have been toochmuLike for where I'm sitting.
Me: It hurt more because a lady took your phone?

Robert: Yeah (2011)

Matthew also claimed that he was stopped five time®hannesburg and was
extorted money on at least one occasion. He affirthat the police there made life very
hard for him. He is glad to be in Cape Town withritlatively less blatantly corrupt
police force, and in his own words he echoed tHeviang apt sentiment from Amos.
“Here if you find a corrupt police he gonna ask youmoney. If you find a nice one
even if you don’'t have paper, he ain’t gonna ask iyothing.” Participants expressed
great relief at no longer living in Johannesbutrghey had in fact spent time there. The
police in Cape Town may not be as abusive as timdghannesburg, but comparisons to
Johannesburg’s levels of police corruption leavemio be desired. Migrants in Cape
Town still know the power police have, the dandiytcan present, and that being
approached by a police officer is a terrifying gashehance. One never knows if they
are meeting a police officer with scruples or Adtus, the specter of police harassment is

always present.

VIII. Conclusion

Police interaction has proven to be a negativeeeapce for immigrants in Cape
Town'’s public tourist markets. This finding is castent with previous research into
migrant experience, despite Cape Town’s somewhattawed situation. The overarching
problem amongst South African police forces seaniseta combination of historical
precedent and contemporary pressures. The polieg tare descended from the most

effective and brutal state apparatus used by tlatAgid government to enforce its
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policies of separation and repression (Borer 20@8lce under apartheid were despised
by much of South Africa’s population. The many Blaolice officers complicit in the
Apartheid abuses found themselves derided andco=ghby local black populations
(Borer 2003; Kynoch 2003).

Police in the post-Apartheid era have tried td Beane of these social rifts and
win back public support, ironically, by continuitgtake advantage of their power
(Borer 2003; Landau 2005; Samara 2011). Police heken advantage of migrants’
unpopularity to boost their reputation and make eyof€Crush 2008; Landau 2005;
Landau 2009). The post-Apartheid influx of immigiato South Africa has contributed
to an outpouring of public sentiment directed atoging immigrants from South African
urban spaces. The xenophobic populace sees tlee @slia key mechanism in expelling
the surplus of foreigners. Police can capitalizeéhenspatialized social condition of
migrants, much like the spatialized conditions laicks under Apartheid, and raise
citizen support by doing it. Thus, little incentilias been created since Apartheid for
police members to reform in a meaningful way, ewea relatively well-managed city
like Cape Town.

Despite the tacit public and governmental suppmrpblice harassment of
migrants, police have not managed to ingratiatmti#ves to the South African
citizenry. The days when police took advantagetofens utilizing pass laws and liquor
restrictions have long gone, but the police’s rapah for dishonesty lives on (Lodge
1998, Kynoch 2005). Police have also been knowratass locals, especially the poor or
homeless who have little legal recourse (Saff 1996jruption and mismanagement

(outside of migrant interactions) have causedaitszto react with dismay at the
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predation, excess and immorality of South Africatige (Cock 2005; Moller 2005).
Police may be despised even more now than undethamh(Kynoch 2005). Regardless,
South Africans across the board find the polic@ime insufficient to the task of meeting
the local levels of crime (Landau 2005; Cock 2005).

The response of the citizenry has been to hiraf@isecurity firm&n masse
(Cock 2005; Samara 2011). Ironically, these segfirins usually look no further than
the legions of cheap, hard-working foreigners atodttaff their enterprise. As anyone
can see walking down busier streets in Cape Tdwenday-to-day security needs of the
city are being met largely by francophone Congolaggants. A few of the friends |
made who occupied such positions had combat exmeri@ the eastern Congo, Uganda
and Rwanda. Some of these friendly men smilingly toe of the blood they had shed
and the atrocities they had patrticipated in dutiregwars of Central Africa. Yet,
ironically, their services seem to add value bypkeg Cape Town residents safer than
the police do alone. Despite the expense, seaguiyds in South Africa now far
outnumber police officers. South Africans now akssort more often to gun ownership
and vigilantism (Cock 2005), especially amongssthgroups that are too poor to afford
commoditized security.

Loren Landau points out that in attempting to msgpopular anti-foreigner
mandate, South African government apparatuses kftewingly exceed their legal
powers with impunity. After a string of corruptieharges in the years just after
democratization, the penalties for corrupt and sfeusehavior toward immigrants have
abated. An eighth of all policemen were chargedh &itrime in 1996, but from this

purge, no sort of political will emerged to stodipe corruption regarding migrants
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(Adepoju 2003). This clearly contributes to theipoiforce’s attitude toward personal
enrichment via corrupt practice. South Africa’satren of what Landau calls “zones of
legal exception” conform to a larger global pattesmereby liberal governments
compromise their foundational principles in ordecombat unwanted immigration
(Landau 2005). The trouble with this exceptionhe tule of law is that it also allows
police to abuse its citizenry on the suspicionarfducting “anti-immigration” raids,
much like authorities in the West increasingly stepcivil liberties in the name of
preventing terrorism. South Africa’s suspensiomt®fown laws with regard to non-
nationals has, in turn, generated a set of officehd socially sanctioned practices that
are undermining all urban residents' ability toreige their civil and political rights”
(Landau 2005, 1119).

Tacit acceptance of immigrant harassment allovisgoesources to be expended
that cannot then be utilized to lessen crime. Rdiof extra-legality drive migrants into
shadow economies, lessening the state’s abiligxtaact tax revenue and also lessening
migrants’ ability to hire local employees and boasiployment. The extra-legal police
treatment of foreigners poses a threat to thetldgseof the citizenry. Yet, African
migrants continue to be persecuted by the Souticafrstate, indeetacting on behalf
of its citizens” (Landau 2005, 1118jhe social and political underpinnings of this
“extra-legal exception” by which the State actudiltyits its prosperity and the reach of
its sovereignty, can only be fully understood byenrstanding the larger scope of the
relationship between migrants and South Africanedgcin the next chapter | examine
this issue in greater depth and examine the laaierof South African society in the

lived daily experiences of African migrants in Soétfrica.
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Chapter 6. Migrants and Society

...That's the thing about xenophobia my friend, il wever end.
It's a very complicated thing -- Paul

I. Xenophobia in South Africa

The circumstances of migrant life in South Afrgteape not only quotidian
experience but collect themselves into numinousiatathgible barriers that corral the
accessibility and livability of South African spadéowhere is this more apparent than in
the relationships migrants have with South Afrisaciety. Many South Africans harbor
a severe dislike of foreigners, particularly Afisa(Modi 2003; Crush & Pendleton
2004). Scholars have found common stereotypesyjumgithis dislike. Immigrants, for
instance, are purported to be violent, arrogard,@minally bent (Adepoju 2003;
Dodson and Oelofse 2002; McDonald 2002; Sincla@)9Immigrants are accused of
taking precious few jobs in a country with neatygrercent unemployment and dragging
down service delivery and development (Crush 20@@ison and Oelofse 2002; Hansen
et al. 2009; Landau 2006; Maharaj 2001; McDonald2®olomon 2005; Steenkamp
2009). The largely male immigrant populations dse accused of “stealing” South
African women (Dodson and Oelofse 2002). On a edlaibte, many South Africans
believe African migrants to be responsible for gty diseases like HIV/AIDS to South
Africa (Anderson 2006; Dodson and Oelofse 2002; iie&ld 2002). In the opinion of
most South Africans, immigrants number far too mang should all be deported
(Anderson 2006; Crush 2008). Little distinctionmade between legal and illegal

resident foreigners (Anderson 2006; Dodson and f@&@002; Shea 2008). Draconian
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measures like pass laws that restrict geographiement based on identity factors,
eerily reminiscent of Apartheid, are also strorfglyored (Crush 2000; Crush 2008).

Anti-migrant sentiment, often referred to as “xphobia”, routinely becomes
violent. In one example, in May 2008, a notableéeseof xenophobic attacks left over 60
migrants dead and many more displaced. Many homestares were looted and
burned. The most alarming aspect of these attaekstheir rapid spread nationwide
(Steenkamp 2009). Anti-foreigner sentiment hasdsigegrown in government and civil
society since 1994, as have violent attacks (C20€I8; Murray 2003). Unless vast
measures are taken, which is extremely doubtftdelscale xenophobic violence is
likely to occur repeatedly in the future (Crush 8Q0n fact, this hostility “towards
foreigners has become one of the most significeatiufes of post-apartheid South
African society” (Sinclair 1999, 466). In sum, Soudfricans are one of the most
prejudiced and antagonistic populations towardsifmrers (Adepoju 2003; Crush 2008;
Steenkamp 2009).

All migrants are aware of and must deal with teeplseated hostility of South
Africans (Shea 2008; Sinclair 1999). Migrants’ ogdpaities, unlike those of South
Africans, are heavily affected by their diministedallity to interact safely with locals on
a daily basis (McDonald 2002). In Shea’s dissestesi findings (as in Warner &
Finchilescu 2003 and this studg)ost respondents reported commonly experiencing
verbal abuse (Shea 2008). Legal, illegal and refugmgrants all express similar
treatment, as assailants make little or no digbndbetween them (Sinclair 1999). Before
field work, | hypothesized that poor treatment,baérand physical attacks, and all of the

resulting fears and insecurities would likely p&alarge role in the development of
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migrants’ survival strategies in South Africa. Asderstanding these survival strategies is
a main focus of my study, | sought to addressifisise in interviews, focus groups and
casual conversation with African migrants.

Scholarly attention has usually been paid to Sédititan xenophobia via South
African perceptions and their contribution to theepomenon. As Warner and
Finchilescu aptly point out, “[T]here is comparatiy little research on how foreigners,
particularly refugees, experience this prejudidee Traditional lack of emphasis on the
targets' perspective has resulted in a bias towardsrstanding the perpetrators rather
than the targets of prejudice” (2003, 36). | bedi¢hat the traditional bent toward
perpetrators ignores the relational and iteratnee@sses that contribute to social
phenomena. A focus on migrant perspectives andcggéiaplays how targets of
prejudicial abuse “manage aspects of their soamldyvrather than how they are only
manipulated by the prejudice of others” (Swim etl&98:38, quoted in Warner and
Finchilescu 2003). In this project, therefore, iftstme discussion of xenophobia to
incorporate the lived experiences of migrants nagog this obstacle to their survival. In
doing so, | am better able to locate where and imigvants’ strategies shape social and
material space within dialectical processes shafmgh African (primarily urban)

space.

[I. Migrants’ Experiences of Society

Participants conveyed a dizzying array of negagixgeriences with South
African society. These experiences result largedynfthe considerable anti-foreigner

sentiment present in South Africa. Migrants ard¢asely aware of this xenophobic
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sentiment and shared a surprising number of redsamggiments for why they thought it
existed. Many participants had been in South Afdaeng the large-scale xenophobic
manifestation of May, 2008. Their stories informagal confirmed my hypotheses. Yet,

to a person, participants conveyed a sense of hewnenacing presence of xenophobia
remains deeply entrenched in their everyday livelsah fearful memory and continuing
violence. For many participants, there is no r@éabld between the curses thrown at them
on the train and the way they feel treated by theee or DHA (Department of Home
Affairs) bureaucrats (Amos 2011). Many migrantsexignce these interactions as social
interactions, even if they are largely based otegtalicies. This stems from a

recognition that policy is inevitably based on $ansocial/historical foundations. | wish
to clarify that though I have split the discussadrstate and society into separate chapters
for the sake of organization, | conclude, as dopagicipants, that the obstacles to
survival of daily migrant life in South Africa areore connected and overlapping than
not. Seemingly disparate obstacles of state andtgare really interwoven threads
stemming from the same sad tapestry of South Afrezzcial and political culture.

When asked about relationships with South Africa@sticipants began by
expressing that South Africans simply did not ligeeigners (Amos 2011; Shana 2011,
Andrew 2011; Ibrahim 2011). “I think they are bagiou jump their borders. Especially
if you want to go out with their ladies. But thegt some foreigners, people from here.
They hate some foreigners” (Blessing 2011). “Peapteouth Africa don'’t like you.

They think you have lots of money or something”K&a 2011). “I tell you something,
till now, because they've got legacy against theifners. Especially of the Apartheid.

Then they treat us in a xenophobic way” (Ibrahim 20 For many immigrants, like
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Blessing and Ibrahim, xenophobia is actually tligdat problem for foreigners trying to
make a living in South Africa.

When asked to compare Malawi to South Africa, Azslid, “Yeah it's more
dangerous here. Because these people, they danfolieigners especially. The people
from South Africa, they don't like foreigners” (2011 Participants felt discriminated
against at many levels of society (Gabriel 201tahibn 2011; Issa 2011). Warner and
Finchilescu noted that “Participants felt that thefforts to make a life for themselves in
South Africa were blocked. They attributed theffidulties to the fact that they are
foreign, rather than to any other factor. Partioigdelt that being foreign was often an
instant barrier to employment” (2003, 38). Manywf participants expressed such ideas,
telling stories of their job searches and workirgeziences, from before working in the
market (Adele 2011; Willie 2011; Paul 2011; Rot#f11). Canaan and Ibrahim for
example were journalists in their home countrieZiofbabwe and Sudan respectively.
Both felt that they would have had no problem figdwork in journalism in South
Africa if it were not for xenophobic discriminati¢@011).

Migrants also encounter harassment and abusedneamiety of societal actors.
Matthew, in explaining why he did not think thatulo Africa was a good place for

foreigners, said,

Because it’s like intimidation. Even like when d@roes to the land lord. Like wherever |
was staying, | was having problems with the landioiit’s like the month is finished.
You are paying like 500 rand plus electricity. Comenth end, you make the rent. They
are still giving you problems. After two days theay, ‘No electricity is finished, you
have to give us extra money for electricity!” Maythey see you coming from work, you
are carrying something. They are like ‘Why are poying your own? You are supposed
to buy something for us.’ These things. Yeah igstic (2011).

In the working world of the market, street vendexperience even higher

visibility than the average foreigner (Klotz 2000jis was one reason | originally chose
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to study street vendors, as it stands to reasanttia public vendors have valuable
insights into the public manifestations of xenopghohot only the interpersonal.
Participants largely reported experiencing verlii@cks in the market on at least one or
often many occasions. Canaan, perhaps becausaée i® the market, felt safer in the
market because of being around so many other fogesg However, Antonio, a
Greenmarket Square veteran, told it differentlywégi here in the market. Even those
who we have working here, pushing the stuff. Thesm@ple come to you and say, ‘Listen,
these stuff will be only for us. You are stealing @bs! But this is our stuff for money"
Antonio would respond to them, “Nobody gave us nyaiwestart our business here!”
which would do nothing to dissuade aggressors. yHa&/ no, these one are ours!”
(Antonio 2011). Thus, Antonio explains, they angéted for theft because angry locals
feel entitled to the goods in the market. Antora@ghat, after foreigners stopped hiring
locals, and began hiring only foreigners as pusaedsassistants, and began renting
storage space only from foreigners, the theftsmishied greatly. Though, sadly, theft
from the stalls in the market still happens. Addio mentioned how very few migrants
in the market hire South African assistants anynb@eause they are known to pocket
profits and merchandise while owners are away. “WMa come ask about it, they are
aggressive!” (Adele 2011).

Antonio’s wife Helena, like many others, gave eyp#&ms of the public insults and
unkind words that are thrown at migrants. “Somey ttedl you names, ‘Go back to your
country!” she laughed. “Yes, one day we gonna gikd2011). “Each and every day
you can face it,” said Issa from Senegal. “You barwalking in the street, and

sometimes you can see it — evil eyes. That can ltadkead of like telling you straight
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that like ‘1 don't like you. Go back to your couptryou see like evil eyes that do that to
you” (2011). Adele said that her first job in Sodthiica was cashiering at a SPAR
supermarket. Despite how much she needed the empldyshe left after two days
because of the abuse she received from co-workédd j. Blessing says that he has felt
especially insulted and abused in restaurants lamgissn Cape Town (2011). It seems
not to have mattered to attackers that Issa, Athdésna and Blessing are all legal
entrants and residents of South Africa. This suispitve hypothesis that “Popular
reactions rarely take into account the migrangallstatus. Even legal residents,
including asylum seekers who have obtained thd tagivork, remain subject to attack”

(Klotz 2000, 839).

[1l. Naming as Norming

Amakwerekweres one of the insults of choice that locals thiavioreigners. It is
a Xhosa word technically meaning “foreigner.” laisort of onomatopoeia mimicking
the sound of foreign speech. It is thus similagtymology to the English word
“barbarian,” and it carries the same highly pejgmtonnotations. As Warner and
Finchilescu described it and its role in their gtudlany participants mentioned that
speaking their own language, or being unable talspeSouth African language, made it
easy for South Africans to identify them as beiogeign” (2003,38). “If they see you are
foreigner,” one of their participants said, “yoe &kwerekwere.” [They] give the name
for all foreigners, "kwerekwere” (2003, 38). Paubm my study, said, “They call us
KwerekwereJust the name itself, it insults you. It’s likeuyare not one of them” (Paul

2011). “I never saw this in my country when | whsre,” Adele assured me. “We don't
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have the time. But here they will ask you evenh®ytaxi. You can sit with someone.
‘Are you amakwereker® You can feel only bad, because they treat Jauyou are not
from here (Adele 2011). To understand the powatr ahword likeamakwerekwerean
have, I turn to Murray’s argument that naming ksral of norming. “Names are an
integral part of both a symbolic and material orthet confers legitimacy on those with
the power to affix labels to others, and, conversgt-legitimates those burdened with
bearing the stigma of “otherness” (2003, 447). Thlwsse who harbor xenophobic fears
utilize such appellations to designate and excfadgigners from enjoying membership
benefits of community and social services in S@ftica, while simultaneously
buttressing their own sense of entitlement. Thikesif norming also functions at a more
violent level that derogatorily categorizes thosersas being at fault in bringing about an
imminent destruction of South Africa. To the majpof migrants like Adele, the
constant reminders of being a foreigner are inbigdihaming, hurtful and
disenchanting. Hurtful insults, though very impaottéo recognize, are clearly less
frightening than the deeper ramifications of matemnse forms of norming.

Migrants primarily fear the more violent express®f these insults and thefts.
Helena shared her horror at seeing on the newshiest Zimbabweans were killed in
their houses in Polokwane the night before | ineaed her. “They are violent,” Andrew
said referring to South Africans. “Yeah that theg @iolent. They don’t have a second
thought you see. They just do what comes up i thand. Everybody says that. | am not
the only one you have interviewed!” (2011). Robefated that he had been stabbed in
Johannesburg, which prompted him to move to CapenTble showed me a long,

jagged scar near his jugular. Robert was visitiisgonother at a residence inhabited by
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many foreigners. As he went to open the front dooran jumped out of the shadows and
slashed at Robert’s neck with a broken beer batiehe lay on the ground bleeding
profusely from the neck, the assailant left withtaking anything from him. Crime in
Johannesburg is nothing novel, and had the asstaleen Robert’s watch, cell phone or
wallet, it would be easier to suspect it may hagerbsimple robbery, perhaps unrelated
to the fact that Robert was apparently a foreigner.

Robert’s tale resonated with those of many otlagtigpants. “They [South
Africans] come and steal and rob and kill you!” Baamsaid. “Many many people. Not
like myself, but many many people. Many people...Tbeme, they beat them
[foreigners], even they kill them.” Two of Bomani4alawian friends had been killed in
the last year alone (2011). “Yeah,” Matthew echiveldis interview, “maybe if you are
walking on the streets, like youngsters, like gogghe streets, they ask you maybe ‘Buy
me cigarettes. Buy me beer,” you see. If you ddg, 1 don’t have money,” maybe they
will come. They will close on you. They will seargbu. Then they get the money.
Whatever amount they get in your pocket they aillet it.” Matthew had been robbed on
the street but had also seen his house brokemnuta@ll his clothes and valuables stolen
(2011). “Our brother in law, they kill him for omand. They ask him one rand and he
refuse. They say ‘We know you. You are sellingshéf, always passing here with the
stuff. Give us one rand.” And he says, ‘| don’t Ba\And they kill him. They take it out,

all the money he was with. And we buried him hdksdele 2011).

Simon: One of our friends, some they cut him. Theife him. They stab him with the
knife.

Me: They killed him?

Simon: Yeah he passed away there. He was goingyttike beef. He had R100 then the
time he buy a beef, so he put it back, the chafigehey didn’t ask him even the change.
They stab him. Then they take it. So they kill Hiecause of R47. And the other one, he
used to do those paintings of animals (points tkeBads stand) He passed away. He's
from Zimbabwe. He passed away in 2005. I'm surgvae talking to the girls. So the
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other guys, those Xhosa guys, they just say, ‘A he’s going to take our girls.” Then
they stab him. Fungai was his name (2011).

IV. Locating the Source of Xenophobia

Jonathan Crush argues the importance of recognsdialg and local difference in
any study, but in the particular case of xenophabiere is strong evidence that
xenophobia is a similar factor over space and eetyaof social characteristics (2000).
Thus, xenophobia is not the condition of a “lunéticge,” but the majority (Crush 2008,
7). Specifically, he found the highest levels ohaphobia amongst the richest and
poorest classes, Afrikaans, Xhosa, and Zulu spediielanguage, and Cape Coloureds
by race, with high levels also in blacks and wh{@sush 2008). This might surprise my
participants who felt most at ease with Cape Cadsir Studying this contradiction in
findings might be a fruitful enterprise in the fteéuln the meantime, and more
importantly, many scholars and my participants agnat the most violent acts have
unanimously been attributed to poor blacks who apfehold their views more
vehemently than any other group (Steenkamp 2009n®/and Finchilescu 2003; Crush
2000, 2008; McDonald 2002), though perhaps nooasilarly if Crush is correct.

Participants indeed related that not all Southcafis treated them the same. Of
these, coloureds were mentioned as being the e&sies around, and blacks the hardest,
with whites somewhere in the middle (Shana 201lhegi 2011; Simon 2011). Warner
and Finchilescu’s (2003) study revealed this sagserfion amongst their study group. In
the focus group | facilitated with Malawian assita they unanimously asserted that the
most dangerous form of xenophobia comes from hiedple. They clarified further that

it comes from blacks all across South Africa, ieitlexperience, not merely the Xhosas
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who happen to be the largest African ethnic grau@Gape Town. “Me | can tell you the
nicest people | know are coloured people. They n&lk of racist, saying ‘you are a
foreignerand that’. Few of them, they are bad” (Amos 20Bhkary from Senegal said
that he thought all South African racial groupsahutroublesome, yet he admitted
preference for living near coloureds or whites eatthan blacks (2011). “Really,
sometimes it is very bad, because South Africamplecibey don't like other people.
Most especially the black people” Pascal told ntigs & difficult to live with them”
(2011). “Ah, to my side,” Simon said, “the nice p&oare the coloureds...Some, they are
good.” However, as Simon clarified, only educatelbareds are relatively kind to
foreigners, and even more educated Xhosas carolf2@d1). In their analyses of the
phenomenon of xenophobia, many participants reéexdthe issue of education, as |
discuss later.

As an anecdotal, yet instructive, aside, one dagd approached by a coloured,
middle-aged security guard who had seen me in @irgeh consistently for some time.
He cheerfully introduced himself as Kramer, andedsk bit about me and what | was
doing in the market. | told him that | was from tleited States and was working on a
research project about migration in South Africhadl seen this security guard around
the market for weeks, and would continue to seeunti | left. He could often be seen
talking, laughing and animatedly joking with markedrkers. So when he opened his
mouth | expected some sort of incisive social comsarg on the ills of the South African
penchant for xenophobia. “Ahh, there is a realgsmplem with the refugees,” he said,
and | nodded expectantly. “They all need to go! fany of them. They are swarming in

this county and not being stopped.”
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| noticed the tone of his voice, the frustratithre use of words like “swarm” as if
migrants were locusts eating up fields.

“Do you mean refugees or all migrants?”

“All of them. They are all refugees!” He swept hisn in a wide arc over the
market.

“So, what do you think should be done?” | asked.

“They are criminals! We should get rid of the édtthem. They take up jobs.
They bring drugs into the country. We must stoprthBut the government isn’t doing
enough about it.”

This conversation struck me, because it was dyrectine with what Crush had
reported about coloured communities actually hanigoa great deal of xenophobic
sentiment, though they do not often express ievity, or in Kramer’s case, even
directly to migrants. Kramer makes his wage pratgamnigrants, yet deeply holds
xenophobic sentiment, which in the aggregate bwidsctural cultural barriers to
migrant advancement and self-fulfillment. At thengatime, migrants may never know it,
because he jokes with them every day under a dhegldf a jovial and kind man like
Kramer who actually knows migrants personally cdudtt such beliefs, | wondered to
myself, then how much more vehemently could thefddd by the large number of
South Africans, primarily blacks, with less expade of foreigners, few or no friends
outside of their ethnic group or social circle eople living in poverty with little to lose
and no prospects for their own future? How dangeomuld such people unwittingly be

to migrants and to peace and justice in South A®ic
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When asked where anti-foreigner sentiment wafedtxperienced most
strongly, | received a number of responses. Foremdle minds of migrants | talked
with, were the “locations” or former townships, whiare hotbeds of xenophobia. |
devote the next chapter to this issue, so | wilbbef here. Apart from townships,
migrants referenced feeling relatively safe in @y Bowl, though many told of
negative experiences there too. The testimonyasehike Ibrahim, Antonio and Issa,
veterans who had perceived numerous dirty looksbaeth harassed or abused in the
city, showed that the urban center of Cape Townaeasinly not free of xenophobic
expressions. “[E]ven if it is the town, they cantle same things here” (Issa 2011).
“You feel it in any public place” (Ibrahim 2011).0dever, | noticed a clear pattern that
most urban or peri-urban expression of anti-forerggentiment (excluding that in
predominantly black townships) had been encountetel® using public transport. “If |
am on the train going from Khayelitsha to Cape ToiMwou speak and you are a
foreigner, they just look at you. Maybe they stgmtaking bad about you” (Oliver 2011).
“But the moment you go there in the train, you $&pgaur mother tongue, they gonna say
“Hey amakwerekwere!” (Shana 2011).

“In a taxi...they try to treat you in a rude wayuygot me? They don’t know you
are educated. Bus driver always used to, becaustowetalk their language. Our accent
also, when we talk, is different. You see? BecdhseEnglish, they talk it in their own
way. And also our features also a little bit diffiet’ (Ibrahim 2011).

Ibrahim is a case study all by himself. Of alltmapants, he has been in South
Africa the longest, is one of two to have receie#zenship, claims to have been the first

migrant to be awarded a post-apartheid refugeassabmewhat convincingly | might
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add), and he has had, by far, the most interagtidnthe South African government
apparatus, through a number of different officdsese interactions have left him certain
that xenophobia infects South African society soklly that it causes him to be
mistreated both systemically and by individual lawerats. “| am a citizen, but there |
go...for example | got to apply for a house. Nowd4sygars. They didn’t give me a
house. But some people they come from Transkeafsy& years, they give them. They
didn’t give me a house. You feel the segregatititrdhim here is referencing the South
African government programs that ostensibly hawdeamored to give every South
African a house (see Ibrahim’s original applicationhousing dated from 1997 in the

appendices).

| tell you, they don’t care about us, completely¢ll you, whenever | go to the
government, when | want something normal, becaosenyust have relationship with the
government if you are a citizen, They will ask, "@&/& you from?’ Because your accent. |
say ‘Why you ask me where I'm from? | come to yihis is my I.D. You see | am
citizen! They ask you, ‘Where you from?’ and ‘Hdeng you are here?’ You see this
all. I tell you here in this country they never ewespect foreigner! (Ibrahim 2011).

Many participants, if not all, were familiar withe term xenophobia, which is far
more common parlance in South Africa than manyrdamglish-speaking countries. Yet,
Ibrahim was one of the few who used it to refereheephenomenon of generally
pervasive anti-foreigner sentiment. For most pigdicts however, the word
“xenophobia” elicits memories of the violent, largeale anti-foreigner uprisings in mid-

2008.

V. The “Big” Xenophobia

In May 2008, a riot erupted amongst poor black Bditicans in Alexandra, a

township just outside of Johannesburg. The riodigpurned into a bloody bout of anti-
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immigrant mob violence. Dozens of migrants weredefad or wounded. If this were not
bad enough, these mob attacks and riots spreadii#tgre through Gauteng Province
and then throughout the entire country in the cgnaays and weeks (Steenkamp 2009).
In the end, dozens of African migrants, and Soutitcans thought to be migrants, had
been stabbed, burned or beaten to death, with Bdadnore wounded. Untold numbers
saw possessions stolen or otherwise harmed. Cape’§ migrant population was not
spared. Most participants in my study were direttipacted at some level by the
violence. Even for the few who escaped relativelgaathed, the event’s terrifyingly
rapid spread and violent nature remain fixed irnrtineaginations of the landscape in
which they live.

When riots erupted, Edmund ran from his home iayétitsha and slept outside
of the police station in Milnerton for many daydiui was somewhat safer to return.
Edmund went back once to pick up his things andeghately moved to Delft, a
township similar in poverty (and affordability) Khayelitsha, but with more foreign
population (2011). Pardon lives in a safer patbei, but he housed a group of friends
during the crisis after a foreigner was killed iiarft of their shack. Bomani and Alex had
all their possessions stolen from their homes. flilvaé the most common abuse
participants experienced (Paul 2011).

On the second day of the “big” xenophobia in M&@&, Ibrahim said that the
home he lived in, in Woodstock, with his two chddrwas robbed by many blacks.
“They target me because | am a foreigner. Nobodypratect me, even the police. |
went to the police. The police don’t care about’riie showed me the doctor’s report

from after the attack which shows where he suff@iegsical damage from the beating he
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took during the robbery. He lost everything he otynecluding clothes, bedding,
appliances, food, and his kids’ possessions. “Whasked the neighbors they said ‘Oh,
we thought you were moving and some people theyedoene and take the stuff.”
Ibrahim had a hard time buying his South Africarghbor’s excuses for watching the
attack and doing nothing. “You see? It's just agmracy!” Ibrahim had to spend his
little remaining money to buy clothes and foodtie children. He was not able to pay
his rent that month and was evicted. He receivédul finem a government social worker
who found a government facility to temporarily hewsd feed his children. Much to
Ibrahim’s consternation, however, after he got bachis feet, the government refused
to give his children back. Having been a mayorudah, Ibrahim luckily had the
bureaucratic savvy to parlay the situation to kigamtage. He eventually got his children
moved, at government expense, to Scalabrini Hars@ternational NGO devoted to
assisting immigrants. lbrahim freely admits thaytheceive a better life there than he
could provide them. “I take bad situation, xenoghdatuation, you see? | am clever you
see? | make South African government to pay forchildren’s upbringing after they
take them from me. Now | see them once or twiceeaknand take them for ice cream
and help with their homework or something” (Ibral2ei1b).

Participants’ usage of the word xenophobia to refestly to the events of May-
June 2008 does not meant that they do not recotfmez&ider phenomenon nor consider

it contained in a distinct time period. Bomani drig® express it this way:

[T]hat one was like, eh, what can | say, you knowike come out to the public to show
people. But before, people had been killed. Thel/been robbed. They had been....that
one was like for people to know now. Yeah this teality, before, and even now.

Have you heard about the Somalians? In Milnertdm®/Tobbed them about 200 houses.
It was two weeks ago. They beat them. So yealillihappens. But that one was general,
like for the whole country. But now it’s still happing. It often don’t make it to the news
(2011).
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To paraphrase Azibo’s words, the xenophobia isethast dormant, like a
volcano that grumbles and spurts each day, bueaping to erupt once again. “But
they just hide. They hide” (Azibo 2011). Emmanwgesiill worried about such an
eruption, “Because they can anytime do it agaie. t8ese people, | don’'t know what’s
wrong with them upstairs.” Emmanuel believes thatlead-up to the World Cup
relieved some of the economic pressures on loaahS&fricans involved in the vast
array of construction projects. Those projectsganee now and Emmanuel is rightly
concerned that the post-World Cup employment saodor South Africans will be as
bleak as before, possibly giving rise to new temsiover old resource struggles. He
understands some isiXhosa and is troubled by thggste hears on the train to and from
town. “So, ahhh you can just think that they carylneado it again. So here is maybe not
stable, because anytime can be happening” (Emmaoadl).

Scholars widely agree with Bomani’'s assessmentttigabutbursts of 2008 were
only a small demonstration of widely held angerjchtstill seethes below the surface.
Part of the reason, as Landau and Segatti pointstitat the xenophobic attacks of 2008
failed to illicit a strong governmental responsdmunseat many policy makers from
their denial of xenophobia (2008). They cite theaesplent Thabo Mbeki’s claim that the
events of May, 2008 were merely an isolated boutiofinal violence. Even the South
African Human Rights Commission, the branch of gowgent one could assume would
be the first to take interest in xenophobia, wasthet to make any sort of investigation
into the 2008 riots. “There is no equality hereefiéhis no equality. There is no human
rights,” Ibrahim told me. “Even if you go to the khan Rights [Commission] -- | go

more than four times -- you find Xhosa peoples.ylth@n’t care about you or your case.
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Even the Human Rights here, they got a office Hege.there four or five times. They
don't care! | tell you because is the reality” (201Despite the wide body of scholarly
evidence showing that xenophobia not only exists\aide scale, but is also deeply
entrenched in South African society, politiciangl amedia outlets continue to ignore the
issue, or worse, many continue to propagate fdgtbakeless and inflammatory
xenophobic ideas (Murray 2003; Danso & McDonald00

I now turn to discuss the various strands of Sédtitan socio-political history
that help to explain xenophobia. | pay particukkerion to migrant perspectives,
because they are widely underrepresented in sthalark, especially those attempting
to understand xenophobia and anti-immigrant palitstruggle. However helpful this is
to building upon the literature regarding xenoplglbny main reason for doing so is to
locate the primary factors that migrants perceavbd acting upon them through time and
space. Understanding how migrants perceive theatarstors of such a daily obstacle to
survival in South Africa is a necessary foundatmunderstanding the tactics migrants

create and employ to manage their daily survival.

VI. Migrant Explanations of Xenophobia

It was fascinating to me to see the array of exgilans participants gave for the
general phenomenon and specific eruptions of xemaphProximal explanations
included the classic accusations made by locatdaheigners take jobs, bring crime and
steal South African women. Theories regarding ftimmate causes of xenophobia offered
by participants were often profound critiques, aexblved around ideas of culturally

ingrained violence, a lack of education for blaaksl the resulting smaller world views,
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and Apartheid abuses to black South Africans. mega, | found, as Warner and
Finchilescu did, that “Participants felt bewildefggthe hostility they experienced from
black South Africans. They expected them to be ¢hgpia as they had also experienced
persecution and oppression” (2008). In a 2010 weer regarding African perceptions of
South Africa, Makame Muhajir, a fellow PhD studanthe University of Kansas hailing
from Tanzania, related to me that many Africans fe¢ only bewildered but deeply hurt
by South African xenophobia. “We gave refuge tortA&C leaders during the
Apartheid. If it were not for our help, South Afasievould not exist as a free and
democratic society as it does today. We are brsthed sisters. And then they treat our
people like this!”

Sadly, despite this history of remarkable Africamicibution to the Apartheid
struggle, South Africans seem more absorbed wémttion that immigrants are now
taking their jobs (Azibo 2011; Blessing 2011; Abdtil1; Touba 2011; Bakary 2011,
Paul 2011; Andrew 2011). Bomani explained, “If yame from home and you start job
here, they can see how you change and prosper. t&to, they feel bad inside.
Because it’s their country, but you can overtalerthYou can have things which they
don’t have. Then they feel jealous inside” (20AnNdrew said, “So they get jealous and
they say mean things and look for a way to fighthwiou...[T]hey cry foul that
foreigners are coming too much in their countryeyhe taking their jobs. But us we put
it in this perspective: If foreigners, they comed)ehey take your job, ‘Why?’ you
should ask yourself. ‘Why are they taking our joNgah | think they should ask
themselves” (2011). Foreigners often answer quesligke Andrew’s with accusations

that South African blacks, in particular, are laZzikhen they hate you for maybe for
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success. Maybe they hate you for that. But lookonogher, | am working in the rain.”
Paul waved at the torrential downpour from whichwege (rather unsuccessfully) taking
shelter under a rickety café umbrella in Saint @etw Mall. “You know they are there
sleeping...They do not like to work like us. Becatmeigners, they like to work. So,
because us we like to work, that’'s why they hatgRaul 2011).

Numerous participants referenced that South Afisoaho are willing to take a
job are supposedly notorious for working only amewof days before quitting (Gilbert
2011; Amos 2011; Paul 2011; Andrew 2011; Simon 20Ho0 maybe you give him job
today. He can work today, and tomorrow he don’twwarcome” (Amos 2011). This
affects hiring by foreign business owners, but @gdocal employers. “[Locals] get a
little money and then drop off. So the white pedpdee, if they need someone to work
for them they use only foreigners. They know hedsde work. He needs money. South
Africans they work only three days and then talertmoney” (Amos 2011). The well-
documented South African entrepreneurial preferémcmigrant workers is an ironic
contributor to the widespread xenophobia.

Adele witnessed many South Africans being givezigrential treatment in stall
assignment in the old Greenmarket Square of tHg 8ais. “The problem is they are
lazy. They got a spot when they were giving themayaw hey don't like to pay. Too
much things fomahala Even house” (Adele 2011). | asked Adele wihahalameant.

She responded with the following critique:

Mahalais for nothing. They like house fanahala for nothing. They must build for them
house by government. Which, that thing, we didnow in our country. Government
must give you house? No!. You must work! You muetat to get money for buy your
house. But for them they want something free, fiese, free, free! Which is not good
for them, but is good for us because they are (Azgle 2011).
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Adele’s message of hard work and personal respitihsiiesonate with numerous other
accounts from participants.

Another common complaint is that foreigners taket8 African wives (Paul
2011; lbrahim; Touba 2011; Warner and Finchilesed3). “Then the women, they go to
these foreigners, because they offer for them bewyaey. Because they got children
from [foreigners], they live nicely. But you se§duth Africans] are not working. Most
of them they are dependent on women. In this cgwyu see it a lot, even coloured and
black, they depend on the woman” (Ibrahim 2011)r¢aand Finchilescu’s participants
added that South African women often find foreignerbe more kind and relationally
faithful, as opposed to their view that South Adndhusbands are adulterous and abusive
(2003).This attention to “stealing women” is likely clogeklated to the notion that
immigrants can be blamed for South Africa’s AIDSdemic (Paul 2011).

South Africans are seen by migrants as problewtigiolent by nature (Andrew
2011; Paul 2011). “Yeah that they are violent. THeg't have a second thought you see.
They just do what comes up in their mind. Everybsdys that. | am not the only one
you have interviewed. Maybe you have intervieweaynaeople” (Andrew 2011). The
ultimate causes of these character defects, tohwhigrants pin South African social
problems, revolves around the idea that localagreblem because-thiditey have been
confined into small areas their whole lives withthé ability to travel, not even
domestically. Additionally, their worldview is supgedly small because of government
propaganda and lacks in education (Andrew 2011;08a2011; Issa 2011; Paul 2011,
Antonio 2011). “Maybe it is the way they teach thiz=am when they was young. Like

other people from other place, they are animal#hiags like this” (Pascal 2011).
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As many participants noted, xenophobia of this mtage is not produced only
by the political need for a scapegoat, but is hisadly rooted. Lenri Shea hypothesizes
that “The myth [of xenophobia] is born out of thieuggle against Apartheid and the fact
that the majority of South Africans were disenfiaised. Again, it is interesting that this
also forms part of the culture of exclusion anddhteria of who belongs where” (2008,
120). Crush (2001, 7) adds that “Apartheid systerally entrenched racial
discrimination in all spheres of political, econagsocial and cultural life,” and that,
because of this history, “South Africa is still oofethe most race-conscious countries in
the world.” Steenkamp offers that “South Africatii see themselves as apart from the
rest of Africa, as exceptional, and therefore gitego identify with other Africans”
(2009, 443). Indeed, one of the saddest legaciépaftheid is that it did not just
separate white from black for decades, it separatedh Africa from Africa (Schroeder
2012). It is not uncommon to hear South Africarferré a trip north as “Going up to
‘Africa’™. This historical disjuncture is helpfuhiunderstanding the entrenched divisions
that exist between peoples that are rather alikeany ways, ethnically, culturally or

otherwise.

| think the reason for it, the government they dideliver for them. The ANC, after they
come for 1994, they didn't deliver for the peoplibey didn’t change their life. They just
promised them housing, jobs and this. But therptwple, the foreigners who come here,
most of them they’ve got a business mind...Here peagdpecially the Xhosas and this,
they don’t have experience. The time of aparthiely don’t work, by the law. You can’t
do any business. You can work as a laborer butgolt do any business. The second
thing is they think to sell in this [market] sommaés it is shameful. The white people,
most of them, they have nice cars and houses. Wheyto be like them. They think,
1994-95, most of them, they [blacks would] becoraeyvich. They got a nice car, a nice
house...But whatever. You can't get it unless youehexperience, the capital, unless
you inherit money, all over the world...you can’tfjg®vernment give you like that.
Then they come and see the people who give theteglaere, most of them, they are
foreigners. Then they think these are the peoplesave control the economy (Ibrahim
2011).
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Ibrahim intelligently notes the spatial segregatd Apartheid planning. Through
the creation and maintenance of townships and btamts, the South African state
successfully kept millions of blacks from meanirgfarticipation in urban life,
especially entrepreneurship (Ferguson 2008). Twhen Apartheid spatial bans were
lifted, immigrants filled the urban entrepreneusiatuum with their social capital by
way of small business savvy and networks of digtrdm (Dodson & Oelofse 2002).
Participants like Ibrahim related a scaled, histdrand systematic perspective of the
plight of South African blacks that often put a gathetic tone behind their plain
criticisms. “Because the poverty predicament oftB@\frica, the plight of poverty in
South Africa, it don’t resolved today. It can tajears and years. And this animosity

against foreigners will continue. It will continuéAntonio 2011).

The system is to blame. The problem here is tleasiistem made it hard to go up. They
live in the township and they see a foreigner dgva nice car. What would you think?
It's also the suffering. This thing is socio-econom@so. So people have nothing to eat.
Going to sleep hungry and they have to blame somée®m, it's easy to blame
foreigners...That's the thing about xenophobia mgrfd, it will never end. It's a very
complicated thing (Paul 2011).

Paul’s apt diagnosis contextualizes xenophobiaamilgnas a historically and
economically enmeshed resource struggle. AntoraceshPaul’s dire predictions for the

future.

It all depends on the policies of the leaders efabuntry. If they are for humanity, in
terms of considering that other people from Afiétso their brothers and sisters, if they
understand this, hopefully there might be in thereichange in view. But then if it
continues in status quo, as | see there is no ivgpnent now. ‘Cause everything that |
see, the laws against immigrants is getting toughdrtougher. So | don’t believe that in
the future the situation will be better (Antoniol2.

Migrant perspectives represented in this studyfteglamentally on the notion
that South African’s perspectives of African migigrespecially those of poor blacks,
have been wrought by decades of unfortunate, andlipadeplorable, imposed

circumstances. Migrants see that the historicalsiinges of colonialism and Apartheid
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persist to affect them today, ironically via thenferly oppressed. “Racial victims
frequently internalize the dominant definitionstikémselves,” Moodley and Adams
argue. “The more powerless and threatened groupb@enfieel, the greater their need to
denigrate others below them...In this way, new id&siof superiority are
manufactured” (2000, 63Moodley and Adams’ social psychological perspecisva
distillation of migrant understandings of the desgated needs that black South Africans
are attempting to fill by denigrating migrants. Adiscuss below, my participants
understand xenophobia as just such an identitypégority manufactured in response to

racist and paternalistic social and spatial enginge

VII. Creating the “Other African”

The Apartheid regime sought to control and rest&pgh Africa’s social, racial
and ethnic identities. A democratizing South Afriees found itself in a vacuum of
nationalism that has required new identities tarfithe considerable gaps that the
Apartheid state interposed between ethnic andlreatagories (Cornelissen &
Horstmeier 2002). In the pursuit of South Africamty, popular appeals to South African
identity have played on Apartheid-era memes ofataiperiority, South African
exceptionalism and racial categorization. “Partclyi striking in this growing
xenophobia is the extent to which Africa remaires tiiental location of the threat. What
apartheid defined as the 'black’ threat, Southcafrs now generally apply to the
continent as a whole, ttmakwerekweréAfrica' remains a place outside its territorial

boundaries, an area rife with crime and politiogtability” (Klotz 2000).

The only point is that they are not used to bemuch with foreigners...[B]ecause in
those apartheid times, the white people, they wakelling to other countries. They
were telling them [blacks] ‘You aren't in AfricaThat’'s why they are calling us
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‘African’ here. They say ‘I'm going to Africa,” a§ South Africa is not part of Africa.
You understand, to rule them, to separate them ftain own brothers and
sisters...They are calling [us] ‘African’ men. Thegaalling ‘African’ to mean the same
as foreigner...Now you know they closed to outsideeyidon’t talk. They don’t know
what’s happening in other countries (Issa 2011).

Scholars have argued Issa’s point for many yeaws Rlarris (2002) points to
isolation hypotheses, like Klotz’s or Issa’s, deeg way of understanding the shock that
international migration has caused South Africariedg. Thus, generally speaking,
“African” was presented by Apartheid leader asjost an “unknown”, but as the
nearest, most chaotic, most unstable, and thus daosgferous form of outsider. This
historic isolation, combined with the ways that Kgartheid state taught South Africans
to view the “other African”, created a large idegiltal space in which resentment could
ferment (Morris 1998; Harris 2002). As Harris (2D@ptly points out, the internal
isolation that ethnic groups were subjected to uAgeartheid fostered intolerance by
eliminating many sites of rudimentary cultural cmtt Not only does this help explain
the intolerance South Africans of all stripes stiovioreigners, it helps to explain a key
aspect of the failure of South African nationalisnprevent ethnic fracture and
sectionalism amongst South Africans. In fact, trastured nationalism only increases
the need South Africans have to unite over hatfédeo“other African”.

Some participants conveyed the particularly raciaé of the abuse they suffered.
As in Warner and Finchilescu’s study (2003), pgvaats related the racist abuse they

received to the racial divides and tensions thihjptague contemporary South Africa.

Ibrahim: I tell you whatever, and in the futurethre is a naziist party, a new naziist
party, anywhere in the world, it will be createdSauth Africa, not in Germany. The
second, they will be here. This is what | predBg#cause | know politics. | know
Sociology. | know politics. You see, | predict thaziist they will start here.

Me: Why here?

Ibrahim : It happen here, because they are raemplps. It has just become upside down.
Me: How is it upside down?

Ibrahim A: From the White they are racist agaihst black. From the black they are
racist against the other [African] people.
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Me: Meaning...
Ibrahim: Racist against us because anything theyt th&y just translate it in a
xenophobic way (2011).

Paul from Malawi and Issa from Senegal both remgik detail on the ironies of
African nationalism and South African exceptionaljs/et from very different
experiences. “Like South Africa and Zimbabwe. They cousins. You find Shona here
you find Shona there. You find Ndebele here yod fidebele there” Issa stated (2011).
“And also, this Africa. The way South Africa is WwiMalawi and what, it's like the same
country,” Paul also argued. “You know why? You gd&Zimbabwe, you find the people
from South Africa there. You go to Malawi, you fitlte people from South Africa. What
| mean is that the chief there is also a chief hi€sethe same people. They just
migrated.” Indeed, Paul and Issa accurately dépechuman geography of Southern
Africa and the complexities caused, not only bydpaian drawn borders, but by the
resulting ironic and meaningless divisions of adtgroups based on Colonial desires or
South African Nationalist Party “exceptionalistopaganda. Paul claims, as many
scholars have, that during the “big” xenophobizets of South Africans were killed
and many more wounded or robbed, due to the difiesuin differentiating foreigner
from citizen when judging only by appearance oglaage. Despite his assertion that
xenophobia is not likely to go away because of aingid social contexts of resource
struggle, Paul stated firmly, “Xenophobia will neweork. It can’t work. That's why it
failed.”

Issa made a very interesting point about the mwsiti Senegalese in the
xenophobic landscape of South Africa. Despite titefareigner animosity directed
against the far more numerous immigrant populatiesZimbabweans, Issa argues that

because of the cultural similarities with many $oétricans, Zimbabweans have an
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easier opportunity adjusting to South Africa andiding problems. For example, Issa
argued, South African Members of Parliament casdan spending time with a street
kid, because it signals being of the common pedpleey don’t show off.” On the other
hand, Senegalese take the exact opposite appraliahatly. In order to prevent others
from pitying them, Senegalese refuse to hang treads from hunger or worry, are
scrupulously clean and usually wear bold colors €lmidy accessories, no matter their
financial situation. “And | tell you they can b&éi good looking but nothing in their
pockets. But [South Africans] think these guys\agy rich so they will start targeting
them to take their money. So their lives gonnanbdginger.” As Issa and many others
cautioned, the key in avoiding xenophobic violeacabuse is to avoid letting locals feel
“‘undermined.” More importantly however, as Issanp®iout, Senegalese are engaged in
a small segment of trade, one which, as mentionedqusly, local South Africans show
little interest in. “The ones who are not educaeslalways thinking that other people are
taking their jobs. But there is those who are mhtoated. But even those people don'’t
have a problem with the Senegalese people, youBseuse what they do and what the
Senegalese people do are different” (Abdou 20Xklppgposed to other nationalities that
gravitate to the same sort of work South Africarimo do (Abdou 2011; Ahmadu
2011; Touba 2011). Thus, despite their vast phemedlyand cultural differences from
South Africans, they actually receive less negadittention as the “African Other”.
These perspectives of the Senegalese particighatghey avoid problems because of
the sectors of trade in which they involve themsghadd even more weight to the
argument that xenophobia, though complex, may besiao predict when regarded

fundamentally as a resource conflict.
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VIIl. Conclusion: “Through the Social, for the Social”

Xenophobia is an enduring pattern within the moséimigrancy in South Africa,
during Apartheid and since. It is a window into arstanding the present resource
struggles afflicting the largely impoverished pamd. It is a window that reflects the
decades of Apartheid injustices perpetrated upackibouth Africans who were
systematically grouped and constrained within tigbontrolled landscapes of ignorance,
poverty and insult. Lastly, it is a window that ksoout upon a troubling future landscape
for the South African experiment. Xenophobia, lkeeaucratic corruption and zones of
extra-legal exception, not only actively corrodas principles of liberality upon which a
“new” South Africa must be founded, but more frighingly gives view to the fact that
these foundations may have bgmpier machdrom the start.

Constantly reminded that they amakwerekwereand thus unwelcome in South
Africa, migrants are hesitant to identify with Soudfricans, let alone feel sorry for their
plight. Yet, many migrants still take sympathy itgetually on South Africans,
especially poor blacks, because they see the laoggre of historical disenfranchisement
that has left them destitute. Migrants have algoegsed the false promises, corruption
and mismanagement of political leaders in SoutlcAfthat have left the South African
dream largely unfulfilled. Immigrants recognizetttieey provide an easy scapegoat for
politicians, unemployed poor, and a number of ogreups. “[T]he massive rate of
unemployment, the unsympathetic nature of the aitigh® and the mass media, and the
general lack of education combined with the yeaisalation perhaps preclude the

possibility of a more generous response to Afriicaaigners at this stage in South
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Africa’s history” (Morris 1998, 1133). African mignts, though hurt, angry and longing
for improvement, nevertheless realize this to be.tr

At the end of Apartheid, South Africans were nolyaallowed to interact more
between cultures and ethnicities, but in some wagre obliged to for the sake of
democracy. South Africa had been possessed ssceéption by a small, powerful
elite. The vast majority of its citizens had nelefore been confronted with the need to
cooperate politically and overcome difference.s&arching for the Holy Grail of
commonality, South Africans [were] seeking waysléfine themselves as national
beings, de-emphasizing the predominant ethnicitizssons devised by the apartheid
system” (Sinclair 1999, 469). Thus, xenophobiaadiplly the sad byproduct of a rather
effective means of building nationality (Crush 2D0&outh Africans have often
appealed to nativist discourses in efforts to nesthese disputes in ways that deny rights
of residence to those who cannot claim or demotestheir South African origins”
(Landau 2005, 3). Xenophobia, in fact, “providebstance to a national identity
(Schinkel 2009, 791). At the same time, howeveunt®dfrica has experienced
increasing ethnic identification in the wake of Agp&id, largely due to resource scarcity
of one sort or another (Shea 2008). The continoggp to shape national identity in the
face of powerful ethnic identities will only aideltontinuation of xenophobia.

The foundational and ultimate causes of xenophloéne much to do with
historical isolation and complex place specificewgver, without the fierce
contemporary competition over South Africa’s ingbdyglscarce resources, it is difficult
to argue that xenophobia would be so commonplagedferous (Shea 2008; Landau

2005). Because of the many ethnic, political, aldjious fault lines, nationality was the
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easiest rallying point to decide who should accessurces (Landau 2006; Modi 2003).
This would explain why “It is among the poorestuge that the question of loyalty and
belonging are asked most vehemently, and whereefitesals are likely to be the most
violent” (Hansen et al. 2009, 194). The relatiopdbetween citizens and foreigners is
most highly pressured by the common context of ggy®cDonald 2002). Dodson and
Oelofse have argued that an important aspect afdhtext surrounding poverty conflict
is that South Africans are usually migrants theneto the urban areas that are the
locus of conflict (Maharaj 2001; Sadouni 2009; $inc2001), where each group of
migrants is “competing to establish themselvesmewa social, economic, and physical
environment” (2002, 137).

Lastly, xenophobia is a large factor in the cabf the identities that migrants
fashion for themselves. More than anything, Hargues, it is xenophobia, rather than
distance from home, that makes Africans feel magifin, resulting in alienation from

South African society (2002).

This understanding of the impact of xenophobiad@miity, together with the culture of
violence that pervades ordinary South African Iffeggests that xenophobia is not the
pathology it is represented to be. Rather, itkeyacomponent of the 'New South African’
nation. To read xenophobia as a pathology is téesbrraditional, normal
understandings of psychopathology. It is not irdiinlly located and is not counter-
normative, but rather operates through the softinthe social, serving to disguise

relations of power and discursive contradictionarti$ 2002)
My participants, along with most foreigners in SoAfrica, did not wish to assimilate to
or even live in South Africa at all if they coulélp it.

In this chapter, | have explored the distance nmigréeel from the South African
society surrounding them, largely due to xenophdhi#he next chapter, | examine the
ramifications of this distance. | conclude thatogmobia in South Africa (and globally)

will be an increasingly common feature of the mingrexperience. It is then beneficial to
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ask and ascertain how much increasing xenopholghtroause migrants to behave and
think in new ways, perhaps in their decisions albmyt to operate in time and space. In
this vein, | will complete my analysis of migraelationships to South African society,
by examining the strategies most commonly empldgeal/oid any negative impacts of
South African xenophobia, and by examining the ssgatial effects these strategies

have.
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Chapter 7. The Social and Spatial Effects of Xenopibia:
Perceived Boundaries Made Material

|. Introduction

In the previous chapter, | surmised that SouthcAfr xenophobia impacts
migrant perceptions of the accessibility and damg&outh African space. Xenophobia
significantly affects the lived daily experienceAffican migrancy in South Africa via
universal experiences of “abusive treatment bycgolexclusion from healthcare and
education, xenophobic treatment by the South Afrjgablic, and exclusion from livelihood
opportunities” (Amisi and Ballard 2005, 3i the last chapter, | examined the numinous,
intangible boundaries that xenophobia places omantg’ psyches and their perceptions
of accessibility and safety. Moving ahead in thigmter, using the same migrant
perspectives, | display how the numinous becomegilike, i.e. how xenophobic
sentiment, translated through migrants’ experiemaresperceptions of it, is rendered by
migrants into concrete and tangible social andiapaatterns. These patterns cast light
upon migrants’ survival strategies and how thesgesgies impact South African space.
Equally important, they actually reflect a reit@vatof South Africans’ responses to their
own matters of survival in the face of dynamic aa#l change after years of
marginalization and racial abuse.

Xenophobia, as | have argued, is often best utw@sas a resource conflict, but
it cannot be considered so independent of conlteistnot simply a sum of locals and
foreigners fighting for a piece of the pie. Southidan xenophobia is the methods of
disenfranchisement crystallized and distilled bytages of colonial control mechanisms

that have now been reinterpreted by contemporapesand remobilized to specific
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contemporary political issues. Xenophobia is netrigsult of resource struggle alone. It
is the combination of political, societal, econorard, not least of all, psychological
stresses, which target an at-risk foreign groupnophobia is the socio-geographic
cousin of territorial cleansing, genocide and ddmgmlitical sectionalism. Thus, it must
be seen as a discursive strategy that is physicallgnt psychologically, politically and
economically. In this way, migrants’ responsesd¢aophobia must also be seen as
strategies of survival: psychological, politicabdeeconomic. The purpose of this chapter
is to examine, in the particular context of Southidan xenophobia, the tangible ways in
which migrants defend themselves psychologicaliitipally and economically by
mobilizing the resources and human capital at isposal, in order to live another day
and earn another dollar.

One could argue that the South African state andllgovernment have created
more direct obstacles to entrance into the couantyits economy and thus migrant
livelihood. Yet the dangers presented by xenophlo&ie inspired a larger host of
survival strategies that migrants mobilize to prevearm. For this reason, xenophobia
seems to me to impact the day-to-day experienceigrfancy in South Africa far more
than the DHA or the police. In particular, it cresmore distinctly spatial patterns in the
human geography of mobility, recreation and haioitain Cape Town.

In order to parse out migrants’ strategies for dwv negative experiences with
South African society, | asked my participants lbey would advise a classroom full of
new African migrants to South Africa, if they wehe teacher. They responded
consistently with ideas about transport, recreasocial proximity and residence

location. Transport is a troublesome requirementifose migrants working in central
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Cape Town. Only a few of my participants lived wnitlvalking distance and only two
ownedcars. The limited means of public transport leaeegbe with two choices: mini-
van taxis and trains. As | mentionedir previous chapter, transport is one of the most
common settings for displays of xenophobia. “Bréhon train sometimes people they
talk. Because me | don’t keep quiet” (Robert 20The need for traveling between home
and work makes public transport an unavoidable risk

Most participants also live some walking distafroen their taxi van stop or their
nearest train station. The greatest difficultyakibhg public transport, participants
warned, is the walk between stops and home. “Atleedhight” (Edmund 2011).
Edmund’s three-word summary of his strategy fori@aoce, though it sounds like the
title of a bad horror movie, was unanimously voitede the wisest course. “You must
really know your time to walk. Not just anytime. Yoan't be free like [locals]. No. To
walk in Khayelitsha at night is not safe” (Pasc@l ). Oliver echoed, “Yeah like in the
location, the worst thing that can happen withraifner..don’t walk at night. Standard.
You can be robbed. Even there in Khayelitsha, @agight, if you are not like enough
[in a large enough group], you can be robbed. Hafpjgphones or money, at knife point.
| have witnessed this many times! Even in frontngfplace” (Oliver 2011). If one must
walk, safety is more likely in numbers. On thisig@fdele warned, “If they
[hypothetical students] don’'t know nothing aboubi§h Africa)...to be safe, you must
know where you are going and which place you aneggand what for. Don’t go any
place just because you want to go” (2011).

Social recreation was another problematic issuenconty addressed by

participants. Not surprisingly, the two favoritespees of the largely young and male
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group in the market revolve around young womengartying. However, this lifestyle is
simply not an option for most African migrants iaush Africa who truly want a chance
at success (Matthew 2011; Bomani 2011; Edmund 28idon 2011; Andrew 2011).
My Malawian focus group agreed unanimously thatkénewas to not get into partying
and city life in the first place. On that note, dvlalawian said, “And with women, there
is never enough money!” This was very similar moanment Mamadou had made to me
in his interview about the expense of dating S&ftican women. Undoubtedly, a large
reason that participants avoid drinking and datsniipe expense. Another is that the
grueling hours that are expected of a market wadkenot leave room for hangovers or
fatigue. “The advice | can give them,” Matthew ¢aneéd in our interview, “If they are
living in the townships, they must stay away frdra shebeens. You know those small
taverns.” The reason he claimed, was not basedaphinon cost or incompatibility with
work life. “They must be home on time. If they kkauff from work, they are going to
townships, they must reach home earlier becausesditier you are home the safer you
are. Going home late you are asking for troubld&& problem with public drinking, for
Matthew, is primarily the darkness after work houedating to the necessity of carefully
timing one’s travel. Add alcohol onto the dangettimspired Edmund’s maxim above --
“avoid the night’—and it is even easier to undardtthe dangers at play. “Most of the
youths who indulge in like too much booze. Boozeliere you can get a problem.
Maybe too much booze and I'm stumbling in the s$&/g@eople can attack me” (Matthew
2011). Not only that, any migrant would agree, dnéiat danger is presented by the

inevitable group of locals, usually poor, who asoalrinking at a bar or shebeen. The
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only course then, regarding safety, work ethic famahces, is to avoid social recreation,

alcohol, travel before dark and walking alone.

[I. Housing location

These preventative measures can do much to helgtith do not assure one’s
safety. The best strategy, participants unanimocmshgluded, is to remove oneself from
troublesome locales and situations whenever passilble best way to do this is to avoid
living in the “locations” all together (as formewtnships are often popularly called), or
even passing time there. In the previous chapeplained the experiences migrants
have had with xenophobic sentiment and its mamifest into insult and abuse. In this
section, | examine the socio-spatial effects ofopdmobia relating primarily to geographic
decisions migrants make regarding housing location.

Migrants to Cape Town endure a great deal ofdiapdn their daily lives.
Living conditions are often impoverished or sparbest. Migrants come to South Africa
with the intention of making a better life for theetves and to help support their families
back home. These goals necessitate great thrifpailicipants displayed a staggering
work ethic and show admirable durability under ylatkain in pursuit of these goals.
Indeed, if they did not, they could not work or quate in the souvenir trade to begin
with. Likewise, participants showed a great willvegs to endure hardship and
substandard living conditions for many years rthgant a better life in the long run.
Given these motivations, it follows that the longvel times, low-quality housing and
even relatively high crime in townships would ntmtgsmost participants from living in

the cheapest areas of greater Cape Town. Howesspitd the much greater expense
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incurred by living closer to town in more affluemgighborhoods, nearly every participant
displayed a frank aversion to this money-savingsueg running in direct contravention
of the ostensible purpose of their life in Southiéd. In this section, | hope to explain the
reasons for this conundrum.

When | became aware of such spatial irregularinehe patterns of African
migrant life in Cape Town, | inquired of particigamwhich factors were the primary
influences in their decisions regarding housingtmn. Themes of safety, housing cost,
travel cost and travel time to the CBD were thediag elements. In the course of
probing this issue, it became abundantly clearednmm interview responses that safety
was the driving factor, trumping even cost and emmence. Respondents felt certain that
living in “locations” (term synonymous with impovshed former “townships” and their
environs) put them at grave risk (Shana 2011; Bak@d 1; Issa 2011; Edmund 2011;
Robert 2011). They identified the high criminaldthe locations as a problem (Blessing
2011; Edmund 2011; Adele 2011; Samba 2011). Addlig, participants related that it
was their foreignness, specifically, that magnifiee threat of abuse and made living in
the locations untenable.

There are no guarantees of safety even outsitwiships. “You can’t avoid
[xenophobia] if it comes, but it's better if youean the city. In town it's better,” Blessing
said (2011). Florence believed that “[Living incgtion] is cheap, but there is no
security for foreigners” (2011). “[F]or their sedyr they must avoid being in the
locations. If they want to live longer, they hawebe out of that area. It's best to live
closer to town,” Antonio cautioned (2011). Beingrfie adherents to Antonio’s brand of

advice, nearly every participant lived outsidehs# townships or aspired to do so. “All
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the locations | do not go,” Bakary said flatly. Mew, who lives in Nyanga, said the he
would do anything to get out of the locations tsafer place like the City Bowl, but
would happily settle for Maitland. Either way, Hiisancial prospects do not bode well
for such a move. He will continue to live in Nyang#h his wife and son for the
foreseeable future.

| hate that there, in the locations, the crime@much. Here [in town] it is very safe.
You can move any time. Even 1:00 am you can mdtg hetter to live in town. | know
it is expensive but it is the safest place to stégit.an option to stay in location? That
one | wouldn't advise. Because | have some frietiesy who are working there, two of
them, only two months | am working here, but twenBabweans they get stabbed you
see (Canaan 2011).

Blessing, Simon and Simon'’s father all live ineaghborhood within Cape
Town'’s city bowl called Tamboerskloof. | knew ithbe an attractive neighborhood. It
was next to Bo Kaap where | stayed, paying R3160ghly $350-400/mo) for a modest
bedroom in a house. Thus, | was surprised to lettimeir living in Tamboerskloof.

Apart from Canaan, they were the only migrants Visexd within the City Bowl. | asked
Simon why they would go to the expense of livingiinice neighborhood like
Tamboerskloof. He responded, “Yeah it's betterdg piore and I'm saving my life, than
to go [to a location] and | pay cheap but it's damogis. It's better to spend when you are
safe” (2011). | then asked him if he thought ti&t xenophobia issue was the biggest
reason that immigrants live in or nearer town, @despbeing more expensive. Blessing,
who was not even being interviewed, chimed in \@ithemphatic “Yeah!” Simon
followed “I live in the city because, ahhh, | castay in location.” When asked to
expound on that, he groaned and said “I...there iss.\viery hard to stay there. In
location there is too much locals. So some thelyguspect everyday the foreigner there

is money. So they can come any time and they rSbi¢n 2011).
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Robert made very little money as an assistantdefice, about R1400/month, of
which he spent about R200/month on marijuana, tepenly R1200 for other
necessities. Thus, | was surprised when Robertin@dhat he lived in Goodwood, which
as he put it with a laugh, “That one is only foe thhites!” He pays more for the one
room shack he lives in (which is attached behibdyger building) than for a comparable
place in Nyanga or Khayelitshd.get a good life there so can’t say it's expemsiv
comparably.” After rent, and essentials like gaRabert barely has money for food.
Robert is one of the few assistants to be able¢odutside of a location, Bomani,
Thomas and Canaan being the other three. Thonsasnswhat subsidized by his boss,
Pardon, because Pardon’s mother is also a surrogateer to Thomas. Canaan was only
able to stay near the Parliament building becaessds staying with a friend while he
got settled in Cape Town. Bomani is a younger rbaha grizzled veteran of South

Africa all the same. He stated the following:

Goodwood is better than Khayelitsha, because Kltalalis a location where there is a
mixture of the local people. It's a lot of peopli&e their home. It's their home. In
Goodwood there is a mixture of people, the colosyéte Xhosa, and like us also. So
like everyone is busy doing their own things. Besgain location there, they look what
you are doing you see. How do you change? How yange? They look at you. You
see? At the end, they come and rob you. They seeyba come here. They look at you.
They see the stage you change, then they comeedydg (Bomani 2011).

Bomani makes a clear case here for why he caotestite living in the locations
and thus chooses to pay higher rents. He feelghbahinute he earns any money, it will
become apparent to potential attackers. He isdresdter all, going to be watched like a
hawk by local gangsters because he is a foreigpegking a foreign tongue. Most
dangerously, he comes and goes from home justédafat after business hours, clearly
implying that he has a job. It is seemingly at srparposes with migrantstated goals of

financial improvement to spend more on housing,heue Bomani explains clearly how
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saving money by living in a location can cost orggeat deal more in the long run, either
through common robbery, or even violence or ddakewise, when you look at
Robert’s personal history, his seemingly unsourasiten (when viewed purely
financially) also makes more sense. Recall thatdtesuffered the most violent attack of
any of the participants in the market, when aniks#aslashed his throat open with a
broken bottle in Johannesburg. Despite the fa¢tRlobert is an extreme example, he is
in good company with the many other participant® Wwe very close to the edge of their
means in order to live in relative safety, eveh mheans reducing their ability to have
basic comforts, save money or remit it home.

In a focus group with stall owners, | had thedaling exchange with Amos and
Gilbert about some of the conclusions | was devabpps | neared the end of my field

work.

Me: One of my other conclusions is that if thereswwa xenophobia, more foreigners
would live in Khayelitsha and cheap places

Gilbert: Yeah! Yeah! Yeah!

Amos: Yeah. Yeah.

Me: But they can't live there because they getatad.

Amos: Yeah you get targeted all the time. They: kill

Me: It seems like nobody is safe in Khayelitsha.

Amos: Yeah even locals

Me: But the foreigners are...

Amos: Are the most!

Me: ...are in much more danger?

Amos: Yeah! Yeah!

Me: Because if I'm a Skoliea[tough, thug or gangstei think | should go for the
foreigner because they have money and fewer friznds

Gilbert: Yeah. Yeah. Yeah.

Amos: Yeah. Yeah. And when he don'’t get money fyam he just kill you. Search you,
then he stab you.

Me: | think that the conclusion I've made is thia¢ danger of xenophobia pushes
foreigners toward the city so they end up payingaror rent. So it takes more of their
money.

Gilbert: Yeah. Yeah. Yeah.

Amos: And the owner of the houses, of the buildihgy take advantage. They increase
the rent, because they know you can't go to locafiou gonna stay in town. (Focus
Group 2, 2011)
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Gilbert lives in Maitland and Amos in WoodstockmAs used to stay in town, in
the city bowl, but flats there were too expensiMee cheapest he found was R2400/mo
and had only one room. He has a wife and two arlgwhich would make that
arrangement too difficult, he said. As | mentiofedore, | myself had to pay R31{ist
for a room in a house in Bo Kaap and had a simildifficult housing search. Amos now
pays R3000 for a two-bedroom place in Woodstock.

Thomas pointed out another reason that migrakeddi live nearer to town,
which in fairness has less to do with xenopholiée,“I'm in Woodstock. I'm around
town, because | can’t stay in the location. With llusiness, | like to stay in town,
because with my business you see. | must be heybaraaound five or six [AM], or half
five to do everything ok. So to stay in locatiortasagh for me” (Thomas 2011). The cost
in money and time of traveling between the moregdamus “locations” and the center of
Cape Towris higher than the cost of traveling from closeghborhoods like
Goodwood. Robert, Bomani and Thomas, all livingafler neighborhoods, closer to the
City Center, all save a few rand each day in trawsts. This certainly helps financially,
even if it does not come close to making up forhigher rent they pay in Goodwood.

As mentioned in the previous chapter, the inelétaise of public transportation
is a primary risk factor for experiencing Southiéén xenophobia. Thus, migrants also
like to live closer to town for reasons of trangpgbat are indeed linked to xenophobia.
“You get the problem at night in the locations” Bamd said. “You see, most South
African boys like me, they don’t work. They justitvr someone when he’s coming
from work. So to avoid that, keep safe, don’'t waikight. In town there is security,

police. But in location...” (Edmund 2011). Edmund’snds ech@ common theme in
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participant responses relating to the dangerseohipht, especially walking at night. If a
migrant returns to a location at night and has atkknome from a taxi or train stop, they
puts themselves in great dangeéonsequently, as | witnessed every olaghe market, all
migrants, especially those who lived farther awagnore dangerous neighborhoods,
were eager to pack up and leave as soon as podsias very aware of this

phenomenon, because it made it almost impossilgettan interview after closing time.

[1l. Those Left Behind

Migrants fear townships so much that they moveatersgplaces where they must
spend a larger portion of their meager resourcesrin Here again, in another ironic
stitch in the larger ironic patchwork of migraneySouth Africa, migrants fear
xenophobic violence so much that they are willmg@xchange the surplus money that is
the very reason for their struggle in South Afficasafer living conditions. For most, it
is not a choice. One merely pays the extra moneyaast of living in what is seen as the
hateful human landscape of South Africa. Howewarpiany migrants, their resources
are so slim that they simply cannot pay to livevaeingre but the locations. For my
participants these included locations like Crosdsp®elft, Nyanga and Khayelitsha. The
markets from which | drew my participants contresteth the migrant population as a
whole, which is relatively less employed than mydgtgroup. Therefore, in examining
the poorest of my study group, we get a window thlarger experience of migrants in

Cape Town and South Africa.

“Soldiers Survive...” —Robert
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For migrants who are stuck in the townships arehwo survive unmolested, they
must follow all the rules discussed above. Theytrkasp a low profile, avoid overt
displays of wealth, travel only during the day, awd get involved with social drinking
or crime. Yet for migrants in the townships, pressiexist that forge additional survival
strategies in the midst of harsh circumstanced.fdgnd, these strategies can be

divergent, though often based on similar principles

Me, | don't like Khayelitsha...[T]here are other pémplso they are surviving there, but
you must know how. It's very hard. You see likev@li there (pointing to him a few
yards away), he is living there. He is always mgjlme the stories. One day there was
other guys. They were living in a room of five parsThe skolies come in the house and
take everything. The shoes, the clothes, everytimiige house. Because why? The area
where they are going to stay, the place where @ineyoing to live (Adele 2011).

This is especially true for foreigners, Adele watie other provocation is needed.
Emmanuel lived in Crossroads, which borders Nydodhe east, because rent
and food are affordable for him there. He livedwatmix of Zimbabweans and South
Africans. His landlord is a South African Xhosashieighborhood is predominantly
South African. “Definitely not a good place to ligs a foreigner,” he said. “Because
dangerous!” he said when asked for more detailcaBee of the people that live there.
You see those young guys, they can even rob yaukgow. Yeah all of those things is
what you are facing there. Skolies, gangsters. Smatté ‘skolies’ here...And only like
where we live, like the buildings is not right. Hheuild with those sheet metals. And
you see now it’s cold! Yo!” (2011). He severelylikss living in Crossroads and hopes
to leave as soon as he can afford it. “It’s likeyb®if | get near the town here. From
Mutual [a train stop between Pinelands and Maiflatiét is where the Central Business
District (CBD) begins. From there it is the locati®o if | can just get a place near to the

CBD.” Emmanuel thought that would be a better lmrabecause he would not be at risk
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of running into so many gangsters, he would beetlastown and would be able to get
home more easily before dark (2011).

Oliver was indeed a fascinating case study, ageAaksd indicated to me he
would be. He had become so adept at navigating &hslya and its dangers that he saw
no benefit anymore in paying higher rents to bealdo the city. He would save on
transport costs of time and money, but lose moweyatl. Oliver’s story intrigued me
because he was the first participant to say thaphetarily lives in a location. Yet,
Oliver did not for one second act as if he weretanibly afraid of the dangers present
for foreigners in the locations. | am certain handoagree that his fears are not mere
emotional responses to stories or a few bad inierecwith locals, but carefully crafted
assessments of the social landscape in which &g #imd breathes. Actually, his
cultivation of such awareness is the foundatiothefsurvival strategy that has left him
not only unharmed, but a pillar of his largely Xaaommunity.

Oliver said that he tries hard to keep a very jwofile. He also advises other
foreigners to avoid partying or playing loud musicheir homes, so as not to draw
attention from neighbors in locations (2011). Heoremends innocence as best policy, in
keeping with a common strategy amongst participgmtavoiding all sorts of trouble in
South Africa, including xenophobia (Mamadou 2014m®a 2011; Bakary 2011,
Antonio 2011). “The advice | can give is that danttolve yourself in illegal activities.
No crime. If I'm staying in the locations, thesedds, if they are fighting amongst
themselves, they turn to me for advice.” He sattlieén if they are under attack, they
shout my name. Oliver! Oliver!” Oliver tried to slvdhat moral and legal living does not

only serve to deflect attention from you, thus dhisling the chances of being targeted
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for crime. He went a step further to claim thasthnnocent” lifestyle helps to build
positive relationships, not simply to prevent tlegative. Indeed, what | term “social
proximity” is the bedrock of the safest strated@msmigrants in the locations. Paul,

Brenda, and Oliver represent such social proxintiitgugh in unique ways.

It's difficult, as | said before, because if yow a foreigner, you have to learn the culture.
The people whom you are visiting. Know what theyntv&now what they don’t want.
Cause for example, I'm a foreigner. Number of ommas some South Africans have
asked me to look after their houses, sleepingaeetouses (Oliver 2011).

Oliver seems to be fundamentally assimilatiomsgtis strategy. His pattern was
to ingratiate himself to South Africans around higing deep humility, respect, kindness
and linguistic skill. The diminutive Oliver standst more than five feet and four inches
tall. He has a kind face and sweet smile. The Zlmlean father of two teenaged kids
seems very young at heart for his age and levedsgfonsibility. His survival strategy
reflects his personality and comportment. “Loweungelf and they will respect you” he
advises.

Oliver is in some senses on the extreme end sfsthategy. “Yeah if you are a
foreigner, first of all must study how the localeel what they like, what they don't like.
Then you can see where you can fit. It will makanjide a bit easier. That's what helped
me.” Oliver felt that migrants must conform to auBoAfrican society in order to be
safe. “Don’t try to be ahead of them or be cleviahem.” Oliver also lives in poverty,
along with his neighbors in Khayelitsha. | suspédtet his fear of standing out through
success inhibits his drive to make money for hisilfiaas it is at odds with the high

competition in the tourist trade.
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As an instructive side note, compare the assiioilat tendency of Oliver with
Issa’s outlook. Issa, a relatively successful Selesg, takes a different tack regarding

“fitting in.” He advises African migrants,

To know their own identity. Like if you know youmm identity, amongst the people you
are, you are gonna be like fortunate. Know younii is like, never to paint yourself
like a South African. You understand? Even if yo& mnarried and you have South
African papers, stay in your mind like you are Sgalese. You are in other peoples’
country. And if you are in other peoples’ counthey having their own culture. The first
part is to respect the culture of the people. Yaw love your own culture, but respect the
other peoplésculture (Issa 2011).

Issa’scomments may seem reflective of the same ideall, $egt Issa’s outlook
(so common to the Senegalese | spoke with) to Ineaimy ways opposed to Oliver’s. Issa
was a proponent of cultural respect but a fierqgoopnt of assimilation. He recommends
actively holding to one’s roots and culture, theywthing that ostensibly makes migrants
stand out and puts them at risk. “In South Afritase are marginal identities which
function as ‘a source of empowerment and resistafldetherington 1998, 22).
Senegalese migrants like Issa are well known tstdmedouts among African foreigners,
proudly displaying marginal identities, yet reploaving little to no violent interactions
with South Africans (Focus Group 3; Issa 2011; Mdowe2011; Samba 2011). As Touba
added “We don't have a problem with [South Africafi$hat’s true. Unless you go take
them lady [or] you stay by them. Then you causea ywun problem yourself’ (2011).
Senegalese work very hard to live comfortablyaiaay from black townships and
therefore any real danger, Issa assured me. Indgedy Senegalese | interviewed lived
in Maitland. Perhaps the bold clothing decision Beatlessness to stand out, though in
some ways creating a target, also convey a cordaldrat makes up for their visibility
and actually dissuades trouble makers. Referrir@aiogolese migrants in Paris,

MacGaffey and Bazenguissa-Ganga argue that
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In the face of xenophobic hostility, Congolese gefes respond with defiant pride in their
culture — something they believe is not only valid is actuallybetterthan their new
cultural environment. Rather than accepting thegtation heaped on them, they reverse
the hierarchy of inferiority, placing themselvegtat apex. In effect, they create a
‘society outside society, a world of their own’ whirejects ‘both the activities and the
value system of mainstream society’ (2000: 7).

Brenda and Paul, like Oliver, also use social pnity to their benefit. Brenda is
a stall owner from Swaziland. She might make enoughey to live elsewhere but lives
in Nyanga because she feels more comfortable thigneSouth Africans. Brenda is a
unique case also, because she is the only parttongdzo shares an ethnicity that is
officially recognized in South Africa. She speakga3i and Xhosa, easing her life in the
township. People generally have no idea she iseagiver. “People just think | am from

Mpumalanga” she said with a grin (2011).

“When they see you as part of themselves, theynhtegiinderstand” — Paul

Paul lives in Nyanga, because he cannot affolidécelsewhere. Yet, like Oliver,
he has carved out a niche for himself there. Heslim a room attached to the house of a
Xhosa family. He likes them very much. He creditsnh for keeping him safe during the
“big” xenophobia in 2008. “That’s how | survive leeilEveryone knows me there. If | just
arrive there, even a small child will know me. ‘Pa&aul’” In response to my question

about how to manage xenophobia in the locationse$gonded,

It's hard. It's hard. This is very hard. You canmage it. You can stay away from those
kind of people. That's what a lot of people do, ¥mow. They stay in town,
whatever...For me, the way, | see it, is to get ctosthem, you know. To understand
them, you know. To understand their suffering. Takenthem understand, you know...1
make friends with them. And when they see you asqgiahemselves, they begin to
understand, ‘No, These people are just the same’§Paul 2011).
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Still, Paul has to navigate a landscape that nneygmt danger around any corner.
He, as much or more than any other participantidcoanvey to me the finer points of
dealing with potential trouble from young townshgngsters. Traveling in numbers is
preferable, Paul says in agreement with Oliver@hers. But that simply is not possible
for Paul, who does not live with friends his age. idust travel alone to work each day,
as well as go out alone to buy food and other rstioes. Some of his more creative
techniques were not elicited by me, but by a chaat&c Rasta from Malawi who came
by Paul’'s work place for a chat one day. During tonversation, they joked with me
about the multiple times they had been robbedtaclkéd. Paul and the Rasta agreed on
numerous finer points of strategy. For instancel Baid, it may seem counter-intuitive,
but when you see a group of five or six young teaughlking toward you, the worst
possible thing you can do is move out of their pathGod forbid, cross the street. Then,
he said, potential criminals’ predatory instincét gxcited. They will suspect you have
something to protect that they probably ought ke t@aff of your hands. One time, on a
pay day, Paul was walking to the store to buy fatiti a good sum of money in his
pocket. This very situation occurred, and withduiching or showing his fear, he barged
seemingly without thought through the group of bi@some-looking potential assailants.

The stories that got Paul and the Rasta laughi@adnardest were about playing
off of the weaknesses of bully psychology -- thaiak preys on those perceived to be
unable to fight back. They thought this mentalibgarlay much of the xenophobic
violence in the locations. Paul’s favorite storyaoly robbery attempt happened when a
skolie pulled a knife on him in a dark street inadga. Without hesitation, Paul reached

dramatically into the breast of his winter coaptdl out his gun. Of course, Paul did not

133



have a gun, but before that became apparent, sadag was running headlong down
the street for safety. Making friends with Southigdns and building cultural
understanding, either by choice or by necessity,umaloubtedly aided those who live in
locations. No number of friends, however, is sugint to protect someone if they do not

share such street smarts or Paul’'s knack for gjaglime in difficult circumstances.

IV. Language

Participants conveyed that lacking facility witfoaal South African language or
publicly using one of their own languages is thestadfective way of drawing attention
to oneselfas being a foreigner (see also Warner and Finchil2803). “For foreigners, if
[locals] see that you don't speak their languageu kmow that xenophobia you see.
People they just hate the other people, the ottwreng here” said Canaan drawing this
conclusion after only two months of experience. Sehparticipants who lived in
locations expressed that knowledge of Xhosa wasalr(Paul 2011; Pascal 2011;
Brenda 2011; Pardon 2011, Oliver 2011). PardonBredda had the easiest time
adjusting linguistically to Cape Town. Brenda istfmate to speak Swati as a mother
tongue, which belongs to the Nguni branch of thetBdanguage family along with
Ndebele, Zulu and most importantly for Cape TowhpXa. “It is dangerous [to live in a
township as a foreigner], especially when you dealk their language. They’ll know
you are a foreigner” (Brenda 2011).

Pardon’s mother has been cross-border tradingdegtWwape Town and
Zimbabwe for thirty years, even during Apartheid,daims. She got him into Pinelands

High School where he studied for years. When heedan€ape Town to work for his
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mother full timerunning their stall, he already had a group of Bdftican friends,
along with a command of English and Xhosa. For mteractions with South Africans
feel rather normal. He doubts his language skib&enmuch difference in the
cosmopolitan city center, but is certain they wdaddinvaluable in the locations, where
he feels fortunate not to live.

Thomas, in one of his many surprising statemeoks,me that he would like to
live in Khayelitsha because he hears life is gdwald. But for the moment he would not
move there, even if it was closer to town and haskw“You know, me, | can't say it feel
right. Because you know me I've got a problem ofjlaage. | cannot communicate one
another with the citizens people. So to me, thigklmt maybe it’s right to stay around
the town and to learn their language. Then I'ltgstay there” (2011). | doubt the sage
Oliver would advise Thomas to make that move, leuvbuld certainly agree with him
about the importance of language skills in thetiocs. “If | am on the train going from
Khayelitsha to Cape Town, if you speak and youadi@eigner, they just look at you,
maybe they start speaking bad about you” (Oliverl200liver tries to only speak Xhosa

on trains and in Khayelitsha.

V. Exceptions to the rule?

Perhaps because of his social proximity to localsjer may be exposed to a
fuller spectrum of South African personalities, @nds, has more hope than most that
xenophobia can wane in the years and decades te. €liwer told me two stories about

South Africans actually protecting foreigners frattacks.

I've said, there are some people who are very gBodth Africans. Very helpful. And
they don't like to see foreigners being segregdtede on the train, when people turned
against their own...What happened was the foreigaeimngthe train, stood inside the
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door. [A South African] guy started talking badrtps about him, insulting. [The
foreigner] didn’t answer, just keeping quiet. Soewlthe South African] started up,
trying to manhandle him, that’s when all the peaiteod and said ‘You started a thing.
This guy didn't say anything bad to you! Why areiygming to beat him?’ So they said,
‘We are going to teach you a lesson. You must l&arespect other people!’ (Oliver
2011).

These South Africans threatened to beat the mahhgppersisted, and he quickly
backed down. Oliver also told me about a similargyon the train from Khayelitsha,
when a man had started to shout insults and thr@a8udanese friend of his. The
Sudanese man kept quiet, but the South Africanigteds He walked up to Oliver’s
friend and began to unzip his trousers, aboutittate on him. Just then a South African
school girl stepped in between them and shoutdteadssailant. She kept shouting until
she was shoved in to a wall. Then other passemngersened to stop the altercation.

A few migrants spoke in a way about xenophobia shawed their appreciation
that not all black South Africans were dangerousheir hope that one day things might
change. “People [in Nyanga] also marched to stepxémophobia,” said Paul. Blessing
said, “I think they say if they find that personavtarted that [xenophobia in May 2008],
they sentence life in prison. Because all the elopte who stay in the location, they are
against that. If they catch you, they will beat ¥2011). Andrew, Edmund and Issa
were among those who voiced the importance ofrttividual “hearts” of black South
Africans in the dynamic of xenophobia. Issa wadbheal by a Xhosa man during the big
xenophobia. Instead of being attacked he was huggeshtedly as the man told Issa how
stupid the attackers were and how much good hegtitdbat foreigners brought to South
Africa. “You are not going anywhere. You are mythey,” the man said. “Many people
don’t want us to leave because we bring a lot’'a[3311). Edmund, no stranger to
xenophobia himself, still thinks a portion of Soudtfiicans still like foreigners, some

blacks included, because foreigners like to worlgrights work, make money and are
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able to pay rent and take up rooms. Generally, Edhsays, “foreigners are good for
business” (2011), and some South Africans recogmziappreciate that.

One of the stories that | found the most remaskabime again from Issa. He told
me about a time when two Xhosa teenagers caméhietmarket carrying a drum. He
recognized them as local street musicians, whoeplayd danced in the streets around
Saint George’s Mall. They approached the stallssfoom Issa’s, owned by another
Senegalese man named Mansour, where there weral@enof drums for sale. They
asked with trepidation if there was anyone who ddixl their drum, the head of which
had split. Mansour offered to fix the drum for thé&nfree. As they waited, one of the

boys sat next to Issa.

He was young but intelligent. So he was asking Blfrsquestion out loud, telling

himself, ‘I don’t know what we gonna do if theseopke were not around, because we do
not know how even to fix a drum. We don’t know whadrum is.” You know the djembe
is something coming from West Africa. But thoughvis like thinking out loud, ‘Ok so
my question is like what we gonna do if you guysvie? Because you are clever. You are
intelligent. What you can do, we cannot do’ (Is84 D).

Tales like those above give the impression thexetlare seeds of hope within the
South African populace, even amongst poor blackiBAfricans. Some migrants may
harbor a secret hope for a new day when anti-foegigentiment will be held by a
perhaps only a small minority and will no longerabdaily threat. In the meantime,
however, almost no participants take a very sunew wf township life, despite the
survival strategies available. Pascal, for instamn@s married to a South African woman
who passed away many years ago. He has lived ilo¢ta&ons longer than any other
participant. | find his perspective to be notewgrtHe does not deny that having Xhosa
friends is important for living in the locationsottever, despite the fact that he has
Xhosa friends, half Xhosa children, and he speakssA fluently, “[T]he others they

don't like you,” he said. “Because if they just g@&i, just maybe your accent, or the way
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you're talking or you know, they say ‘ah that ifoeeigner! It's really bad...You will
find maybe they rob you all the time, rob your fenYou can'’t just walk free” (2011).
No amount of friends or language skills has maday€litsha a nice place to live for

Pascal.

VI. Conclusion: “You can't just walk free”

| conclude that the greatest material spatial chpéxenophobia on African
immigrants to Cape Town is the incredibly high adifferential between living in the
locations, like Khayelitsha and Nyanga, versuscibhebowl! of Cape Town or the
relatively safer suburbs, like Maitland, Woodstacksoodwood. The irony of this
spatial impact is palpable. Africans migrate to thofrica primarily to make money.
Most have few or no other career prospects in thaine country. The sole hope they
have for a secure future is to earn and save mon8guth Africa. Additionally, nearly
every migrant is contributing, sometimes vitally the financial support of family at
home. Such is the psycho-social impact of xeno@dbat despite these immense
pressures to husband hard-won resources, migranmistchesitate to pay much higher
rents in order to increase their security, or asieheir sense of it.

Security is a large concern for South Africansibktripes, let alone for
foreigners. Truly, no amount of money spent on mapd living conditions can ever
fully prevent attacks. Nor can even the most st austere survival strategies fully
prevent attacks. The impact of xenophobia on Africamigrants and on their lived daily

experiences of life and work in South Africa isatlg immense.
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The xenophobic dangers associated with mobilit@ape Town present the
second largest spatial impact on daily life foriédin migrants. The pressure to return
home before dark causes anxiety for workers whamatallowed to close down shop
when they desire, but only when owners allow. R@nérs without assistants who can
close for them, the pressure to travel before dadessitates shutting down operations
earlier in the day, limiting profitability. Owneedso have to pay higher pushing rates if
they are in a hurry, because pushers usually seavimumber of stalls who compete
financially for priority.

Though most migrants have developed and utiliZist®ve strategies to avoid
bodily harm, theft and insult, they still endurelglatresses and fears for their safety.
Doubtless, many of these survival strategies compm® the quality of life, exchanging
the pleasures of freedom for the safety of livingal and quiet lives. “The pathos and
real-life tragedies of the ‘immigrant experience’ lgeyond any Foucauldian symbolic
violence associated with social dislocation ancheatic hardship. Tens of thousands of
foreigners are constantly on the lookout agairattteeats that range from petty
harassment and intimidation to unprovoked beatiregs, and even murder” (Murray
2003, 459). Murray’s statement accurately portthgsphysical dangers ever-present in
daily life of African migrantdo South Africa. The related anxiety of constaiwiyng on
the lookout, in and of itself, must leave an indielimark on daily experience and a strain
on the human psyche. Who can quantify such ddityeat and its effects on human
wellbeing? The threat of isolated xenophobic mat#ons of violence is omnipresent

in the African migrant’s experience of South Afrnicalace and space. On top of this,
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there lurks the more unsettling and very reasorfaalleof more large-scale xenophobic
manifestations in the future.

It would be an entirely fair question for a setesiperson to ask why on earth
migrants, such as my participants, would put thévesehrough such anguish. In the
following chapters | aim to address this issue, lamplefully answer this question. |
attempt to do so by enlarging the scale of my asilp the regional and global forces at
work that provide the context for the perceivedasstty of migrancy in such miserable

conditions.
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Chapter 8. Migrants and Home

l. Locating the Migrant Life

Simon still owed $1200 USD iabola (bride-price) to his father-in-law. He had
gotten a reduced rate because he had gotten leprafnant before they were ever
betrothed, but it was still a considerable sumSionon to pay back on top of his other
responsibilities at home in Zimbabwe. You would kiwbw, though, that such a large set
of responsibilities hung over the sarcasticallyighyoung man.

There was something that buoyed Simon’s spirith elay. It is beyond my
abilities to psycho-analyze Simon, but | have gsugn it revolved around his phone.
No one in the market was glued into technology ntlba@ Simon. He didn’t have what
we would call a “smart phone” in America, but itdhaore capabilities than any other
phone in the market save that of Bakary, which egsparable. When not attending to
his stall, Simon was constantly perched againsdffid pylon at the edge of the square
listening to Zimbabwean music or texting Zimbabwé&&nds.

While there are many ways of “doing migrancy,” 8ims was indicative of what
is seen by many as a new way, a “transnational”. Wegnsnationality has many
definitions, but the definition that underlies thathis a simultaneous embeddedness of
people or processes in more than one national sgacgiven time. It is an incredibly
helpful tool for locating the physical movement laigo the nature and significance of
migration in our current era.

The “transnational” turn in the study of migratibegan with attention to
networks, and then extrapolated network theoryrtaaro-level (Castles and Miller

2009). It is also partially a response to a treihemby migrants find it increasingly hard
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or unappealing to assimilate and must seek outsteategies of self-advancement
(MacGaffey & Bazenguissa-Ganga 2000; Schiller 419815). Transnational theory,
being the cutting edge of migration theory, esgicia Geography, is useful to my study
as it situates it in the primary and patently spatiscourse currently utilized by South
African migration researchers. More importantlymeoer, the daily reliance on and
responsibility to “home” in both the material anghemeral sense for the migrant
livelihoods | studied is powerfully supportive et most difficult notion within
transnationality: differentiating it from the intextional.

One of the main dilemmas within transnationalisas heen finding the dividing
line between the Transnational and the merelymatgsnal. For most researchers, this
division is clear when migrants function in a whgttis simultaneously embedded in two
spaces. According to Nina Glick-Schiller et al.ydfismigrants are immigrants whose
daily lives depend on multiple and constant intareztions across international borders
and whose public identities are configured in reteghip to more than one state” (1995,
48). Clearly, for these authors, identity playamgé part in separating human agency
from macro-level push pull factors.

Transnationalism also allows for migrant idensitie be reconsidered apart from
the assimilation theory. Crush and McDonald seatitlein migrants as a hybrid: several
identities that combine home and destination (C&iglcDonald 2002). Transnational
linkages also connect migrants strongly to themifi@s or home societies, and thus
connect specific localities to specific localitig@torevitz 2009; MacGaffey &
Bazenguissa-Ganga 2000). Additionally, linkages$ #ha more simultaneously “multi-

stranded” have a better claim to being transnati(@ehiller et al 1995, 48). For Crush
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and McDonald, “The occasional trip home, or theragd@ sending of remittances to
family and friends, are not, in and of themselsesficient to justify the labeling of a
new migration phenomenon” (Crush &McDonald 2002, T)ese stricter definitions
make transnationalism more analytically usefulragxplanatory theory.

Therefore, for transnationality and this projexbe iteratively supportive in any
meaningful way, migrants in Cape Town would havbdaonnected firmly in two
places, simultaneously. These places need to lefisgecations or sets of locations.
And the connections ought to be consistent andeptiesences in migrants’ lives, both

acting upon them and allowing them to act throuwggmt.

Il. Transnational Modalities

| argue that transnationality is best understaatdom a single spectrum, with the
international on one end and the ultimate formimiustaneous embeddedness on the
other. Rather | think migrants’ lives in Cape Towught to be understood in terms of
transnational modalities that often overlap or fe#d one another. For some researchers,
Simon'’s life was arguably the most transnationlleast in the physical sense. It was
very interesting that a man could live materiathynsuch in Zimbabwe. His actions were
physically sending the electronic signals to titheoplace. And he was listening to
songs written, recorded and downloaded in thatepliavould have been easy to
conclude once again that technology has foreveregltmigration. Yet, in some ways,
though it is new and therefore remarkable, therteldyy itself seems the least

interesting part.
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Technology and its innate appeal has without dtplayed a part in the
popularity of the theory. Technology has indeed@dba role in the shifting nature and
complexities of migration. The role of technologyital to understanding migration
networks today (Sadouni 2009). While this is a Wwprnd useful field of study, our
cultural obsession with gadgetry often diverts agheof attention to it that is in some
ways unjustified in light of the larger projectraipping human experience. Put another
way, our geography cannot become an Apple commercia

Transnational theory’'s usefulness is not limitedhelping scholars to understand
how migration is new. In fact, it helps us undemstanore profoundly how migration has
always been and always will be. For this reasonlewhis a very important factor,
technology cannot be the sole or even the prineigigage point from which to
understand migration now in South Africa or elsergh®ut another way, though
Simon’s shiny phone was extremely important to himd therefore important to me as

researcher, it was his connection to home thatdghue to it.

Ill. Is Transnationalism New?

Some criticize that the new phenomenon of tratiemal migration is only “new”
because of technology. If it is really an age-alaictice, does it merit a new term?
Researchers like Crush and McDonald also quedtigchnology is the deciding factor
in the high intensity of exchanges and embeddedhassnarks transnationalism (2002).
Other geographers note what they perceive as otidins of transnational theory for its
cultural or rhetorical potential (Koser 2003; Mareg¢ al. 2009), meaning that the issue is

moot for those who seek to use the theory as a éractivism. “The idea of global civil
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society has become emblematic of a progressivéigsoin global times” (Mercer et al.
2009 145). This bent in much of the theory’s pragrs presents a problem for the usage
of the theory. “The insistence that transnatiomanections are inherently more
progressive than local ones leads us to wondeif are being fetishized” (Mercer et al.
2009, 145). Mercer et al. present a valid condean the ways that migrant networks are
imagined often do not take into account the varmstprical and contextual nature of the
relationships between home and diasporas, inclutie@@gency and power relations
involved (Mercer et al. 2009).

| take Mercer’s et al. direction to heart as tbhensopolitanist trend in
transnational literature is evident to me as Ww&hile new forms of migrancy do interact
in subversive way with nation-states, many autlveat transnationalism as a process of
bypassing or even effectively dissolving the Nati&tate. Authors sometimes note how
transnational behaviors transcend the nation-statender borders obsolete. In even the
most extreme cases of transnationalism, we camyahst it transcends the project of the
nation state. As Lenri Shea put it, “Globalizatolwes not mean a collapse of borders or
geopolitical entities and therefore cannot sepdataenfluence of...‘governmentality’ on
mobile individuals” (2008, 106-107).

Though migrants may not always be conforming torthtion-state’s will, or may
feel somewhat “deterritorialized” (Burman 2002), mast recognize that the nation-state
is a major part of the migration context (Willisadt 2004; see also chapters 7 and 8 in
this dissertation). It is also a character in thgration story, with a collective will as

important as that of the individual migrants. LeBhea’s work has been especially
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helpful to me as it gives credence to issues oftitle but also respects the role of space
and place.

Thus, transnationalism may not be all that nesth In the more material and
ephemeral senses. It does not render the natitnraill and it exists independent of the
tools and technologies migrants use to perpettidttowever, the theoretical principles
have been newly bundled, and this assemblage basrmpvery fruitful despite its
problematical usages. Transnationalism has encedrsgholars to ask better questions
and form more nuanced understandings. The tramsi@idutiook is invaluable to this

study, especially regarding migrant’s relationshgpbome.

V. Centrality of “Home”

In my discussions with migrants in Cape Town, hamas the primary factor in
their imagination of their lives. Home was the lvegng, the middle and the end, even
though the middle consisted of them living abrdadhis middle, this second act,
migrants did talk to me about communication, allure, about art and music. They
spoke of politics and many other kinds of embeddsdnBut the particular sort of
embeddedness that was primary in their speakingtabeir lives was financial, and
those financial concerns were driven by family.

Transnational theory encourages scholars to engage intangible elements of
daily life. As geographers, this is at first a dawg task, to map the physical is hard
enough. But to map desire? Want? This is not éastyby following the thread of these
unseen aspects of daily experience, | found a fabér succinct pattern, in which

migrants live in cycles relating to their home. § pattern not only helps to understand

146



some of the enduring puzzles of contemporary mumngtike why do migrants routinely
put themselves in the position to struggle understiate and xenophobia?) but gives us
some glimpse into the future of migrancy in a glatzatext of widening inequality
combined with increasing regional mobility.

In the remainder of this chapter | will discusdmoad strokes how home affects
migrants and how migrants affect home. In the ebzapter, to conclude the analytical
body of this project, | will dig deeper into thiscdotomy to reveal cycles of
contemporary migration in Africa which show homeldaway” not as separate
polarities, but more like wickets on a cricket pitthat is to say, intimately linked and

co-dependent, with both healthy and unhealthy ctatioms of the term.

V. Home is the Best

An important context for the dislocation of migtafrom their home has been
covered in the historical background. Howevergails repeating that global migration is
widely related to poverty and wage differentialslnditting the role that real economics
plays in daily life for migrants in no way diminisé the importance of the less tangible
aspects. The specific expressions of migration terdiffer considerably based on the
cultural, linguistic and historical connectionsweén nations. For my participants,
however, the decision to move to South Africa udtiely rested in a combination of these
contexts, but the perceived financial opportunigswhe only consistent factor amongst
migrants.

Even for those who left their homes due to pdlitstrife or the threat of

assassination, the context of greater perceivesh@ial opportunity in South Africa
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played a strong role. In fact, all but a very fewidan migrants who participated in this
study felt compelled to leave their homes solehfiftancial reasons (Paul 2011; Gilbert
2011).

Issa claimed that his goal was to earn R100,00Ctzet he hoped to accomplish
this goal in 2012. He was not close to the goaldsute says, “Everyday | wake up in my
bed, I'm saying today is the right day to make kkimt of money” (2011). His hope is
not only representative of the characteristicatigipve nature that so many Senegalese
possess but of the expectant nature that partisggnerally displayed.

Usually the expectations were far lower than kssRobert said, “| come here to
get something and go back. | came here to sun{f@11). Emmanuel and Edmund,
despite being only in their twenties, suddenly btimemselves their head of their
families with the death of their parents. Theilisifps are somewhat dependent on them
for small influxes of cash. Most often Edmund caobly a little help. It gives him a
sense of success though to at least not be a barddgrem. Emmanuel has a larger vision
to someday buy and sell properties in Zimbabweayghdor the moment he is no better
off than Edmund and he showed no illusions asé@tcticality of his goal. Daily life
for him, as for Edmund, consisted of survival.

Bomani expressed a practical view of the pressiaretay in South Africa,

despite and because of the largely dire circumstnc

You know like we have to find somewhere to stathte problem with we African people,

| can say we black people, that are different. Somes, you know, like your parents

they can make a way for you. While you are stiwging they can keep money in a little
bank, you can go to school, after that you can laajad you see? You see there? But we,
they only raise us up, then you have to find younatart. You have to dig to find your
own things. That's why you see like many peopleehathen they find their own things
maybe after 40 years, maybe 50 years...maybe whitel@¢hey can have when they are
20 years. But for us that is why we come herein dur start (2011).
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This curious connection to home seems to drivemgch of the migrant
experience. As Bomani indicated, it is for theituie at home that most of the migrants
had come to South Africa and the market. To undedsthis complex and somewhat
ironic separation, | asked each participant toudischeir relationship to home. Despite
the personal nature of some of the questions, titsiand musing about home and
migrants relationship to it were offered up libgral

Put simply to begin with, ‘home is the best’. Th@mment came verbatim in at
least half of my interviews, and in some form oother in the others. Not one participant
indicated that they came to South Africa becausg tlisliked their home. Instead,
mitigating factors like famine, economic collapsey or dictatorship had changed their
home to make it less hospitable. A few seemedtabdeal with the estrangement from
home with equanimity, the self-styled “cosmopolit&amba being the best example. In
general, even the Senegalese like Issa, MamadoBalaty were also less emotive
about the separation from home and familiar surdowgs. When the recorder was off,
however, | found that those feelings were to sorterg masks. There is undoubtedly a
bravado and confidence that the Senegalese | spitkeitilized to cover feelings of
heartache, or any other negative emotion for tretten Many like Samba enjoy travel,
but even the stalwart Senegalese hurt and yeahofoe. They also feel that ‘home is
best’ not only because it is where they persorfaly most comfortable, but because of a
cultural pride displayed more than any other griougjhe market (Mamadou 2011; Issa
2011; Bakary 2011; Samba 2011).

Most participants, however, were openly heartbnaieer their distance from

home. Migrants are in South Africa physically, Blkey component of their psyche is
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rooted in a different space. Participants routinedgd the metaphor of a vital part of their
anatomy being missing from their body (Pardon 2@Rdhert 2011; Pascal 2011). “My
body is here, but my heart is at home. My minchiKeénya” (Amos 2011). “Home is the
best. My heart is in Kenya” (Shana 2011). “You knehere your family is, that's where
your heart will be. They are my primary concernaf@an 2011).

Ibrahim’s home, Khartoum, Sudan, has been soao&vly changed and he has
been in South Africa for so long. He admits thatHfon South Africa is more his home.
Yet he states that the reason for this, despitin@lfundamentalist policies restricting life
in Sudan, is mostly that his loved ones are nodomgSudan. Ibrahim’s unique situation
helps to point out the role family plays in the ceptions of home and their significance.

“But you can't say, that. Wherever you go, thecplgou were born, it is the best
place for you” (2011). This is especially importéminote when many popular theories
attempt to explain migration in pure rational temelating to wage differentials and other
economic indicators.

When asked if they would go home if they had aahqarticipants responded
overwhelmingly, yes indeed. This begged the obvouestion of why they were not
home, then. What was preventing them from makiag¢hoice? As Bomani put it, he
had to come to South Africa if he ever wanted teeha prosperous life in Malawi.
Participants responded similarly, in matter-of-fisrins that like Bomani, they simply
felt they did not have a choice. No matter if pap@nts came to South Africa to escape
persecution or improve their finances, they unamishpfelt that, now in South Africa,

they were to acquire something that could not beegat home. Were they to go back,
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they would have less than they imagined they waoeled to sustain them (Mamadou
2011).

Most also have dependents and responsibilitiesrae. Robert regrets missing
big family events, yet, as he explains “I missegltioney first, before | miss the family.
Like me if | go like this, they can just maybe kappy like two three days. Then be like
we miss you whatever whatever. But if | stay tHée four days then maybe they start to

see the finance have nothing also you see” (2011).

VI. Home as Emotional Strength

Though thoughts of home can cause heartache ahige of estrangement, the
maintenance of a connection to home can actualfyrheggrants achieve their goals. This
manifests in a few ways, the most common of whighwveords of affirmation of home,
the knowledge that home is well, the assurancea@ékintegration back home and the
mental and psychological anchor it provides.

The favored method of contacting home is the tedaprand most migrants call
home regularly. The younger migrants tended tornalle frequently than older migrants.
Age may not be the mitigating factor per se, batftct that most of the migrants over 40
came from Congo, Angola and Sudan, where theirli@snivere without phones, have
fled home themselves or are more self-sufficiemricially. In addition, most of the
migrants from those countries had brought theiuspe and children with them, as
opposed to other African migrants, fleeing frommmmic troubles alone. Pascal from
Kinshasa, for example, only calls home if thera @essing concern or problem. Some

of his family is in South Africa, and they have anees. The others back home in the
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DRC are sisters who are married, removing muchefeeling of responsibility for him
to provide for and watch over them.

Isabelle can rarely reach her family, because likeyso far away from telephone
service. Last she heard, six months before we spokeof her nephews had died of
malnutrition. This is incredibly sad news, but Ielié does not regret finding out. Being
engaged with tragedy or sadness at home can semaihtain social and familial bonds
as much as great happiness. Oliver and his fafolynstance, share a constant state of
despair at his absence, and yet they still mairdiase ties, talking often. “Ah they are
missing me a lot. Missing me a lot...Ah it pains meta

“Having that connection hurts?” | asked.

“Yeah it hurts ‘cause they are always asking, “whes you coming?”

Communication is a double edged sword for Olivet tamily: the pain of
distance mingled with the joy of connection. Despiite stress placed on the family
because of this sadness, they remain closer treardiver assured me. Going further,
he mentioned “Sometimes I'm always on Facebook wieppening there. People being
killed, some being abducted. Some sick. Every nigitvays open my Facebook”
(2011). One of the only patrticipants to mentioniglomedia, or even email for that
matter, Oliver displays that being in touch witle tragedies experienced at home causes
him great pain. Yet, his deeper desire for connaatauses him to sign on to Facebook
knowing what often lays in store. In the end, beealiver gets on Facebook knowing
the sadness he may encounter, he is purposefuly iisas a tool to keep in touch with
the tragedies of home as well as the joys. “lljkstto know. It feels good to have

information about home” (2011).
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In a less macabre sense, home does act as the satirce of emotional support.
Gabriel was the first to point out that home camals®urce of emotional strength. He
remains close to Uganda in his mind because ishalp to stay happy in South Africa.
“My life is there, in Uganda. Here | can look famse money...Because you can'’t put all
your mind here...so we work very hard here, so wegmahack there.” Referencing the
power of communication, Gabriel said, “Wheneveall them | feel just as if I'm home.
They can tell you this and this. You can makem¢géonally] like this” (2011). Simon
seconded this notion of comfort provided by comroation with home. “Yeah you
know | remember when they ask me, how are you thiesay fine. And also when they
say, fine, I'm happy” (2011).

Andrew said that he also takes encouragement ¢adlimg home, “to work hard
and to simply take life as it comes” (2011). Rolsait, “Maybe there is some issue there
with family matters. | must ask, how is life andatlgoes on? Whatever.”

“Do you ever get ay help from home?” | asked.

“Yeah | need to get the help there. Even somecadvihelp” (2011).

These simple comforts related to calling home veéngously important to the
participants in this project.

Mamadou referenced the financial safety he fealsng large network of
communicative family members, both in Senegal drdad in other countries. Even
though there are the inevitable freeloaders, rek gavas still better to have his financial
life intermeshed with that of a larger pool of exded family because of the safety net
created by having multiple income streams. Blesalag referenced how keeping in

contact with home helped him financially. He usestacts in Zimbabwe to arrange
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cheaper business supplies, particularly stonesaiting that are harder to find in South
Africa.

“I'm lucky because we are a Christian family,” @r said. “So whatever | tell
them about what | encounter in South Africa, thadlyrhe they will pray for me. They say
don’t worry. Things will be ok. Praying fasting fore that maybe God will help you.”
After | asked him what this support mean to himydsponded, “That encourages me,
makes me even stronger. When by the time thahkthin giving up, that makes me gain
my strength.”

Shana calls home primarily to check on the hedltilimg mother, but also “Just
to ask how they feel. Because | miss them. Hontlee Best” (2011). Issa calls home
every couple of days. He says its not expensivgbmé rand for 20 minutes. Issa, like
many | spoke with, just needs to hear that alveek and there is peace in the home.
“Cause you know, if you are far away from your fgnand you cut the connections,
you are nothing. It can be like a very bad inflleoa you. Each and every day if you
remember where you are coming from, and where ywe ko go, you are gonna be
courageous to work hard and fill those gaps lébate.” Issa’s comment points to the
way that responsibilities at home can motivate tongork harder for their family, but
also point to a deeper logic he expressed later.

The cost of calling home, surprisingly to me, dat seem to be a problematic
factor for even the poorest market workers whodit@call home frequently. In fact,
younger migrants, despite having fewer dependéiriterae, tend to call home more
often. | found that this was due to the fact thaytare more often alone in South Africa.

Robert calls home and talks to his sister every Aaled why, he responded “Ah home
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is the best. | have my own mother. She is stillealMy family is there. Sometimes | feel
just to talk with them.” He especially likes to ckan on his littlest sister who was a
newborn when he left home. He is amazed when hia betls him that she is running
and talking and playing with friends. Canaan catise twice a week to check on his
family in Zimbabwe, “Just to find out how they deging there...You know where your
family is, that's where your heart will be. You leato. Have to hear how they are
feeling” (2011).

Edmund echoed this rationale in his interview whsked about the importance
of calling home. “Yes exactly! You must know if sething wrong there. You must
know each and every time.” When | asked why, hdated “You know maybe there is
a funeral there you must know. If someone is sk gnust know. So that you can make
things like to organize the money to send if soneeisrsick. Something like that. Must
know what is happening there. See, home is hon®'Y(R In short, for Edmund, it was
important to be a part of life at home as muchassible, because his family is there.
Emmanuel said, “Me | just want to know if they &ree. Is there anything wrong? See to
just know how is home, how is everything at home au€e | can say I’'m the only big
guy in my family. So | must be the one who mustwraverything you know. Like the
big guy in the family must stand strong.”

Despite his absence and his small ability to réim#nces, Emmanuel feels a need
to lead his family from South Africa. For thosedikim, such as Edmund, Amos and
Shana, Abdou and Mamadou and many more, their gegse of responsibility or
longing, though a burden, causes them to find greafort and or satisfaction when all

is well at home. Even when there are problems,ngageommunication allows them to
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take a proactive and self-affirming stance in résg any situation. The combination of
the ability to act across large distances combwi¢inl the emotional burden of that
distance, though somewhat paradoxical, lies neavehy heart of the migrant
experience.

The comfort that comes with having information atdeome, as | said above, is
proportionate to the sense of responsibility orsdsfat home. However, in another sense,
it is not. This is one example where we must digtish between two modalities of
transnationality: in this case, that of respongipdnd simple longing for home, and that
of social power and positionality via knowledge. A@a part of things at home, to
maintain an active role in home community, migrantsst remain tied in to the
happenings, large and small. Furthermore, if theyt@ maintain their stake and wield
their social power, they need information regardimgchanging landscape in order to
recognize when and where it is appropriate andtpfdé to act.

Even for those without dependents at home, theshasire to be a part of things
at home was always present in our interviews amde@sations. In one of these
interviews, things were going along much the waeot had. Azibo said, “Yeah. I'm
used to hear[ing] some stories back home. Evearddh®& our friend is get married.” Find
out who passed away.” | probed the issue furthér wzibo, as with others. “Why is it
important to have that information?” | asked. “Yloave to know. You have to know.
You have to understand. I'm not there but | havkrtow what’s going on there. You
have to be like a part of there” (2011).

His words, more than any others up to this poidtes to understand another

facet of this connection to home. His words impdcte.You have to be like a part of
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there,he had said, with a desperate urgency. | begdnrtk back to all the conversations
and interviews | had completed. | began to wondegthver or not there was a different
aspect to this connection to home that | was bt &ppreciating. When examining the
older migrants who have children and dependertisrat, | realized, it is easy to see
their urgency to ba part of thereprimarily as the urgency to provide for those
dependents. However, | began to wonder if, fromotltside, this more obvious
connection might mask other, perhaps deeper aegiabout staying connected to home.
Thus it was the younger migrants, those with fewadependents at home, who
showed me that migrants feel a great, almost daspaeed to be a part of life at home
that is separate from a) direct financial or faatitesponsibility; b) the emotional desire
for information that all is well at home; and cgttlesire to connect for emotional
support. In the following section | examine thedmns that home represent, taking care

to pay attention to the urgency to&@eart of there.

VIl. Home as a Burden

Much scholarly attention is paid to the role ahitance in the home connection,
and for ample, well-founded reasons. | went to Bd\tica expecting this and was not
disappointed. Indeed, remittance is a huge faaottine migrant relationship to home that
| encountered. Yet, what migrants referenced midsheegarding home was actually the
emotional boon derived by simply being informed &ethg in the loop on matters at
home. This plays an important part in the psychicklgand emotional health and

strength of African migrants in South Africa.
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This is also driven from a need to maintain a sesocial and family position in
the future inevitable homecoming. For the majooitynigrants | spoke with, the
connection to home was not only a source of stteagtl connectedness, but was also a
burden. As discussed previously, the mere dislondtom home is a burden in and of
itself. Home is a burden, by its very nature whenane separated. However home also
burdens the migrant in a more active sense. Tlag afrfamily and friends who count on
migration remittances for their advancement or isahcan place staggering pressure on
migrants. The cultural expectation on migrantsit@ gs both a product of traits common
to African cultures and influenced by how migraptstray themselves to family at
home. This burden has far-reaching impacts on tigeams’ relationships to home and
the overall migration cycle. The first issue toents that financial responsibilities to

home have a deep impact on the financial well-beingigrants in South Africa.

No if you send money there it's just, the moneymgohelp them there to buy what they
want. That is the way only to help. Like to giveedduse you cant like keep keep keep.
Even the Bible say, give and you will receive (Boii2011).

Later Bomani added,

Bomani: If you don’t send money home, you knowphablem is like if you go back
there, you know like eh we African people like frerents they rely they depend on the
kids because most of the things are tough on t&enif. you yourself don't send home to
them, you can feel it, you can feel guilty. My patsethey raised me up, they send me to
school. | can speak, | can think, | can know howdahings. So you, you can feel it
yourself.

Me: Social consequences?

Bomani: If you go home its ...you can feel it. Its igood. You can find many people
they are suffering there. That's bad (2011).

Clearly, there were associations with guilt regagdiemittance, a guilt
that often intermingled with sympathy.

“Yeah, you know. Back home we are struggling th€hat's why we use...most of the
time you have to do. It's a must. It's like a mude and my brother [are] like the man
there. So all the people there [are] dependingsoiit's like a must to do that” (Azibo
2011).
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Robert is explicit that he came to South Africalionself, to improve his own
fortunes. “But | can’'t not help my mom,” he statesignedly. Emmanuel and Azibo are
relatively young in the market, only in their eanyd twenties, yet due to the tragically
low life expectancies in their homes of Zimbabwd d&ualawi, they find themselves at
least partial breadwinners for not only for thearosiblings, but also cousins. As the
younger generation in the market, they arrivedralte post-Apartheid influx of
migrants, and also after the solidification of neritall ownership. Thus, they, and other
assistants like them, are among the most finagdmalidened by the relationship to home
and the least able to make money in the markefpiethis difficult position, most
migrants view the market as a much better plaseottk on average than the other jobs
available to migrants in South Africa. Thus, whEramanuel and Azibo may represent
the poorest element of the market, they most likepresent a relatively more financially
viable class than the majority of African migramsSouth Africa.

Because the Malawian assistants in the marke¢septed that young, poor, male
demographic of migrants in South Africa, | thoughwould be beneficial to do a group
interview focused on their struggles. When thedagiconnection to home came around,
it brought out much more emotion and group dynantfsan any other topic by far.

A principal theme that emerged from our conveosatias that of the unending
needs at home and the ways this stresses midgi@ihato 2009). As my questions
moved to the struggle to remit, Edmund explaindk like I'm thinking if | have five
thousand, | can go to Malawi. The time is cominigei there is a funeral. | can take two
thousand and send. It's not five thousand nowtlise thousand. You start again. After

that you get another problem again” (2011). ThetwWas a common struggle, all the
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participants strongly agreed. Bomani added, “Yeatabse here you can see, we are
many. We are six guys here. Even if you ask theardiyidually, one by one by one, this
week, even yesterday, they had phone calls fromehpeople they are asking for
money, for help. So | don’t think you can... yok @homas, he say my mom just phoned
me yesterday ask me for money for food or whate&sk. Edmund, he say, ah they ask
for school fees. Ask Azibo, Ask Robert here, satneys Some of us here have got wives

also” (2011).

In a separate interview, Mamadou from Senegalhiado say on the subject:

Me: ...So you have two country problems?

Mamadou: Two country problems, yes.

Me: You are dealing with the problems of Senegdl 8A

Mamadou: Yes Double work....l didn't plan to have...Yknow when you go out of
your country. All the time, you go the state to Worou have all the time two problem.
Like problem South Africa, problem home. Like whayu go to Senegal now, you want
to work that side, you just have one problem. Lyke work the metal, you sell for your
family. But like for example now if | have 500 RarMake sure that 500 you don't have
to send something. Because even your foot sometinpesblem for you. Because when
you wake up any time, your mama can call you, yoother can call you, your sister can
call you. “Problem happen here.” You have to semad, money. They don’t care you
work or not.

| understood Mamadou’s reference to his foot tamian even a part of your

body that you love and need can cause problems.

Me: So people at home ever help you?
Mamadou: no. No more help. One direction all theeti

As the conversation progressed with the Malawiau$ogroup began discussing
frustrations they had with remittance, beyond thenediate financial strain. When |
asked if some of their friends and family at horad become dependent on them
financially, laughter circled the table. Yes, theplied unanimously. Some able-bodied

folks at home did not work or work as hard as tbeyld because of remittances.
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In another group interview, Amos from Kenya spakeut the struggles he faced
trying to manage how his remittances were utilirethis context of dependence. “You
find your father is dependent on you, your sisteyr brother, maybe your cousin, maybe
your sister’s son, their daughter, they are depeinoie you. So you have to keep on
looking. “Did you go to school? Did you do this20{1).

He neatly reflected the Malawian group’s feeliappout the frustration of
knowing that some of your hard-earned money wasggtm people who did not fully
appreciate their sacrifices. These frustrationsraegldition to the responsibility migrants
like Amos and Edmund feel to know what is needdubate. “So if you don’t ask, they
can’t do it the way you want it to be done. Andytineed money from you. So you have
to confirm, the money is ok or is not ok” (Amos 201

The pressures to remit not only take a toll onfitences of African migrants, but
also on their energies since many of them must@lscsee the money’s transmission,
distribution and management. From hundreds of naWesy, even with the benefit of
technology, it is easy to sympathize with the tieuhis must present. This all begged an
interesting question to me. This line of questigmesulted in by far the most interesting
aspect of this research project. Why, in the cdrndéiheir own struggle with poverty,
knowing that some of their remittance will be walstieie to ill use, kids playing hookey
from school despite the fees, lazy relatives benogrdependent and entitled, why do they
continue to give when reasonable sacrifice is m#t plain irresponsibility that frustrates
remitters?

When | asked the Malawian group what would happémely stopped giving as

much as they did, due to their own frustrationsnBai cut me off. “It's negative! ‘Why
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he is not helping us?” | asked, trying to clarifis point, if people at home would just
think that they were holding out and being selfi&bain heads bobbed excitedly and
loud assents were given.

| probed further, asking if they would be welcontexmne if they did not remit to
the satisfaction of key people at home. “No,” Bomdarified. “The first time they
welcome you to see what you've got. But the shiginging now. Now they start to
remind you. ‘Do you remember when we were suffeand you didn’t help us? Do you
remember that time?’ You see? After that, theytdryeject you” (2011). The sentiment
around the table was that this was a valid poiheifffamilies would welcome them
home at first, even if they did not remit much, theén would begin shaming them to
extract the wealth they had supposedly accridet.only would this limit a returning
migrant’s options at home, but limits their owntjfisation for receiving future
remittances from other family members abroad whex are in need.

The Malawi group’s appraisal of family dynamicsl seemed bleaker than I'd
expected, so | continued probing to better undedst&/hat spurred the next exchange

was when | asked if part of the issue was thatlfaatihome had not seen their suffering.

Bomani: You see. They don't see our suffering.

Matthew: Same like you know like black people hgee such a mentality like you know
we are all happy here, we are doing better. Buttrayne of us got sick. He is in
hospital. Most of the people stay away from him gea?

(Lots of Ahs and Yeahs!)

Matthew: Because they know now you are uselessyel

Robert: Let him suffer!

Matthew: It's like that you see. They do that imfhes.

Robert: That's big in Africa. That's Africa.

They all laughed and nodded at Roberts commeaxpiessed my surprise at this

apparently widespread feeling that their familied &iends would retreat from a
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member in need. “When | think of Africa | think cdmmunities helping each other. Is

that wrong?” | asked.

Thomas: In Africa we are helping one another.

Azibo: When there is like a wedding, do like

Bomani: Something to beauty!

Azibo: When there is something like you are togethe

Me: So people like to get together to contributsdmething?

Bomani: When there is like small problems, like ya together.

Azibo: It's like weddings, funerals....you can sakel Africans they are together....
Bomani: Funerals, you know

Azibo: That problem you see, is the way he saydatsays when they meet you home
the first time they say ah you work for the familgw. Not talking about for the
community. Just for the family. The family now star reject. By the time they see you
have don't have money...

Bomani Chimes in and vociferously agrees. All murmagreement.

Azibo: ...So when something happens,

(Matthew and Bomani start joking about the issue)

Azibo: Maybe someone passed away, they can thiek dih, they can see, they can come
in a huge number, coming together, condolenceghleytcan say, ‘Ah, we are Africans
together.’ But for the families, ah there is...God(8611).

The Malawian assistants felt that their familiagl @ommunities shared a spirit of
community only when there was something like a faher a wedding. In daily
happenstance, however, families are the active ami if someone were even to get sick
within a family, these young men expressed fruistnathat their own families might
reject them for simply being sick and losing tHeiancial value to the family. They
explained a variety of ways in which their ilk da@come ostracized by choice or by bad
fortune. | found this shocking, yet, the more thgseng men explained about the role
financial contribution plays in social standinggrém logic began to appear. Either one
contributes financially, or one has no or diminglstatus.

Whether you are sick, or are struggling with iifeSouth Africa, you are expected
to either contribute or suffer the consequenceswvgoeng home. These Malawian men
did not argue with the sentiment shared by maniyttieae is a spiritual blessing derived

from contributing to family needs at home. Whenythase, it is not always out of
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frustration. Many even give in a spirit of thankfats to and care for their families
(Bomani; Matthew; Edmund 2011). However, in thisug interview, these young men
displayed the stick lurking behind the carrot ia tklationship to home. Despite the
myriad challenges migrants face in South Africathie end, despite amassing little if any
wealth, they run the risk of alienating family athe if they cannot keep up with the
financial demands. Fear of social and familial astzation was the driving force of
remittance, even in the context of lacking a stakeow the money was spent.

Yet, few people | interviewed felt assured thaytivould be able to return home
with much if any wealth. The Malawians agreed thrdty one or two migrants out of ten
would be able to return home with enough moneyutpdvehicle, let alone start a
business or buy a home. Why would young men ane&sing numbers of women put
themselves in this position? Why come to Southoafto risk life or health, endure so
much suffering at the hands of the political esshiphent and the populace? Why come
to earn so little, give so much, and still run tis& of losing ones position in their

community and even their family?

VIII. Conclusion: Home is the Future

Despite the fact that perceived financial oppatjuis what drew migrants to
South Africa, the pursuit of money takes on cultecmnotations all its own. Even in
cases where basic needs of food and shelter aresnoét as in Malawi or Senegal,
pressure is put on migrants to provide a betterftf their families, including shelter,
education, medical care, or expensive religiousauttiral rites. Despite the differing

levels of distress in participants’ home countrakconveyed a sadness that they must
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leave home in order to have a better future. Hamiite simply the best place to be for
my participants and the place to which they armtyyo return.

| choose to reiterate this, the same point froncivhbegan this exploration, to
make clear that migration is a cycle, whether drthat cycle is achieved physically
(Potts 2011). Home is the best. Home is the pamheHis also present. Now | restate that
home is the future. Migrants in South Africa haliewn that they harbor a deep longing
to return home. The pressures of life in Southdsfisignificantly help migrants feel a
constant desire to repatriate. No matter how Itrey tmhay wish to hold on and hold out
for that last (or first) windfall, the vast majoribf migrants inevitably return from their
time in South Africa, and most often with little sbow for it.

Even the more situated migrants (I am thinking€ohgolese (DRC) like Adele,
Theresa, Helene, Patrice and Pascal and the Kexmas, who all have multiple
children in school in South Africa) still intend teturn home when their children have
achieved South African educations. This meansrégstriation is perhaps fifteen years
off in some cases, but for these migrants it isamytless desirous. South African citizens
like Pascal and Adele, do not wish to stay any éorigan necessary, even though they
have achieved what so many other immigrants has@nalr of: an immunity from the
systemic harassment by South African immigratiorebucracy.

For many migrants, the Senegalese in particteanembering home was a willful
act of focus and determination. Remembering hongeangpiritual state cloaking one in
protection from the ills of spiritual decay, busalfrom laziness and personal or financial
mismanagement. “Each and every day if you rememvbere you are coming from. And

where you have to go, you are gonna be courageowusrk hard and fill those gaps let at
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home” Issa explained, and expanded upon later; \Weesoming with our culture and
our positive behavior. That's what we are doing. & traveling with the culture. Not
travelling only with a suitcase but we are goingtwthe culture. It's what we are doing.
Like, never get yourself influenced in another doyrespecially in a negative way. Like,
sometime you can see other people from other degrfsllowing just their heart and
mind blindly and find them partying outside, dringi Sometime they can find
themselves in the police station” (Issa 2011).

But the most fundamental purpose of the conned¢tidrome, is for migrants to
maintain a place for themselves in the fabric ahksociety and, more importantly,
family. Migrants who are hard-pressed for moneyhhaherwise shy away from
picking up the phone to call home, knowing that ommication opened up the
opportunity for family and friends to ask for héipancially. Many migrants, as the
Malawian focus group exclaimed clearly, are aftaigxpress the difficulties they are
having in South Africa and to ask family and frierfdr emotional support, as it would
undermine their status. Yet, despite the one-dideden the migrants feel in their
thankless relationship to home, not only do theytiooie to pick up the phone, they often
drive the communication.

In this chapter, | have attempted to show that ¢bnundrum is easily understood
in the context of the very rational needoma part of thereGreater than the fear of
financial burden, or even the discomfort and fegdiof loneliness that would come from
missing the news of home, is the fear of socighldisement. This fear creates urgency,
which in many can develop into anxiety. Becauseramts’ successes in South Africa

create social currency as much or more powerful #edual money, migrants begin to
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interact with home in specific ways that createc#fepatterns of expectation, fantasy
and social movement. In the next chapter | useabitwe understanding as a foundation
to explore cycles of migration in which participaim this project find themselves: from
scales as small as the family and the communisg#étes as large as regions and the

globe.
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Chapter 9. Cultures of Exile
[. Introduction

Little has been inquired of migrants about howite&nce represents an obstacle
to migrants’ achievement of significant personalgoBurman states that “Money and
goods sent to sites and people left behind ardrinakle from a sense of responsibility,
attachment, guilt, and reparations” (Burman 208&yuism and responsibility are listed
amongst commonly held theories of remittance (Aai2005), yet, little of the
remittance literature is focused on this issueesponsibility and duty, or viewing
remittances as a personal obstacle. The focusi@lyput on their long-term utility for
the migrant or the short term utility of the reaivThis begs the question, “When
migrants suffer from low wages and difficult livimgnditions in their host communities,
why do they remit resources that could improvertbein quality of life at that moment”
(Cliggett 2005, 35)? Even if we view remittanceadeng term social or economic
investment strategy, there is still an obstacledpereated in the short term for the

remitter.

[I. Stuck

Pardon waved a hand toward the market and declarbkis, market is a refugee
camp.” | thought at the time that he might havenbeeing a bit dramatic. As | look back
on those words, however, | begin to see the tigr@fgiance of what he was saying. It
was not strictly a market space to which he waarrigig. When he waved his hand
toward the market, he knew that it was not a cdtrwas decidedly a commercial space,

yet it also represented a sort of way station. lde waved his hands toward the
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enterprise in the bigger picture. The market, fard®n, meant the migrants in the market
and the struggles that had brought them there. Mgstrtantly, though, Pardon was
describing the struggles that kept them thereenitht of the widespread understanding
that everyone in the market would rather be somesveise.

Migration is changing, and not only in South A&iderhaps it is always in flux,
but Pardon identified a way in which migration isrently changing, as witnessed within
a single generation. His mother had been doingsdbosder trade between Cape Town
and Zimbabwe since the 1980s. Eventually, she bbgaging Pardon along to help with
her trade, and in the late 1990s, got him enratieel Cape Town high school. Pardon has
many Xhosa friends, speaks the language fluentyfelbh more at home in Cape Town
than any migrant | met, except perhaps Brenda favaziland. Yet, Pardon is also the
first to tell you that something about the situated migrants in Cape Town is rotten.

Pardon’s words have rung truer the more this ptdjas evolved. In previous
chapters | have discussed the roles of the stateemophobia as barriers to migrant
livelihood, and | have discussed some of the me&ronomic reasons that market life is
stratified, inert, cyclical, and rooted in processé history and geography at various
scales of time and space. These understanding®helpee how respondents could refer
to the market as a “trap”. There is another proe¢s#ork that is firmly connected to
“home” as family, as an imagined place, and asiat poth of provenance and future
return.

As | have already described, this other axisesntigrants’ relationship to home,

a particularly burdensome one at that. This retetiip is as stratified, cyclical, and

rooted in processes of history and geography am#r&et itself (Kihato 2009; Potts

169



2010). Migrants’ relationships to home alienataritfeom and bind them to home at the
same time. These cycles rely on a complex of migrdamily, friends and historically
rooted patterns. As | aim to point out in this dleapthe new aspects of the transnational
nature of contemporary migration has created niyt @mew class of migrant, but a new

culture in communities that send them. And all irred, it seems, are trapped.
“l was thinking | would come here for two, three, fownths working, but | see

not. It's different. I'm stuck now.”

How was he stuck? | inquired of Robert.

“Money. Maybe | get nice money, | go in time.” Rwbsincerely wanted to go
home and stay there, but how can he when, as hg pat‘can’t even buy a tomato
there”? He didn’'t have a specific figure in minétkvould compel him to go home.

“Then how will you know it's time to go home?”quired.

“Ah, you know. It's just life. Like the way | le&Jo’burg.” If you recall from the
chapter on xenophobia, Robert left Johannesburgusecsomeone slashed his neck open
with a broken beer bottle. Robert lives pretty mdely by day, his stoicism and resign
perhaps aided by a regimen of THC.

Robert is not alone, however, not in his predicainoe his attitude toward life. He
took part in the Malawian focus group, but was dédygsilent there. The others were more
vocal about the struggles they faced as migramtstiese migrants, it is nearly
impossible to go home with a car or a businessabialid make life better back home, and
as one participant aptly noted, even then “a caotsa future.”

Odds are that Robert and the rest will go homeesday. Will members of his

family welcome him? Will they celebrate him and s&crifice? Will they be willing to
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help him out financially when he gets sick or nekelp with school fees for his future
children? He doesn’t know what figure would supguostfuture at home, what would
maintain his dignity or the respect of others. Batdoes know that he can’t go home
now, not if he cannot even buy a tomato. Perhapstilly hope is that after a certain
period of time, the length of his term in Southiédrbecomes a sort of currency that he
can use to leverage acceptance and support oig farhily upon his return.

African migrants in South Africa commonly send réarices to family and home
community members. Many sources estimate thatiafffiemittances (sent through
official channels like banks and wire services) reweed development assistance to the
developing world (Addison 2005; Mercer et al. 20B8ndleton 2006; Tall 2005; Tilly
2007). When unofficial remittances are include@sthestimates more than double
(Addison 2005). Unofficial remittances include teriage of cash, goods and gifts
(Landau 2006), or the sending of money via undficburier agents, trusted friends or
family members (Addison 2005; Adepoju 2003; Til§). For remittance recipients,
remittances secure food levels, finance childredigcation and support the elderly and
impoverished (Mercer et al. 2009; Schreider 2000).

Migrants are more likely to remit cash or giftsemhthey plan on retuning home
sometime in their future (Cliggett 2003; Schreid®00). The high number of migrants in
South Africa who plan on returning home indicatest this can be expected to play a
part in long term migrant strategy. “[T]he exchamdé&hings’ creates, represents and
reinforces social relationships” (Cliggett 2005).3emittances can socially
acknowledge friends and family at home, help kesgsostake in their future

inheritance, or simply accumulate to build the sneéalth in their home country
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(Addison 2005; (Schreider 2000). Also educatinddrkn, if not seen as a duty, can
translate into a long term strategy where childram get higher paying jobs to support
the parent in old age (Schreider 2000). No mattey immigrants choose to remit, it is
clear that state control regimes affect how theyosle to do so. “Denied access to almost
all formal banking services, poor immigrants musitex stash cash in their residences or
carry it on their bodies” (Landau 2009, 203). Tfansng money outside of official
channels reduces transfer costs, but is inherasiy, though not necessarily riskier
(Addison 2005).

However, as Pardon notes, leaving the market teugubigger things or cash in
on his goodwill at home is tricky. “But now heréekl like if | don’t pull up my mind and
say | will come out of here, then | wont come oluthere. It will be like some like for
you; you wont be surprised if you come in 5 or @rgeand it's the same people you meet
here. They'll be still here” (2011). He later wemt to say, “There are some people who
are coming from war like the Congolese. They dbaie a choice. They have kids here
and they stay. But for most people this placensp@rary. It's supposed to be
temporary.”

Indeed, Pardon saw as | did that the Congolesahaddency to put down roots,
primarily because their children were in South édri“But if | calculate from 2005,
when | start ‘til now, that is six years I've beleere. | feel like | stay more here than the
more | go home. Because if | go home, maybe | g am twice a year. And | won't go
long because of finances. Because there, maylstak money | have, it can finish so
quickly. I have to bring also stock to here. So tliés I'm here. So it’s like for me, I'm

not happy here.”
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When asked if he had accrued anything for himediis time in the market, he
responded, “Like for the past time I've been hgoej know, what | can only say is I've
managed to help my mother to build a house. Thlagonly thing | can say I've done.
Which it doesn’t bring income to me. It just bringjselter to me and my other siblings.”

Certainly this is a great accomplishment, evdreibnly played a part in the
building of the home. “I wish | could get that imoe,” he continued. “This was the big
idea when | come here. Maybe if | came here, ibtkahard, | get income, | go see what
| can do at home. But the way its going, its likedon't pull out from here, lll end up
stuck here and not even going back.”

Pardon went on to explain, however, that if he tledt market, someone who was
more desperate than him to be in the market wauttbp in and his spot. Then he went
on, if a plan to start out in Durban, for exampliel not pan out, he would have to come
back to the market as an assistant. If he lostlidket spot, he said, he might have a
white beard before he got it back.

Pardon’s example is extremely useful as an exdlamanark on my argument
that South Africa’s migrant spaces are incredilelstrictive, via the state, society, the
legal framework imposed by the city council, thatext of poverty and even by the new
migration cycles driven by expectation at homedPBarhas no dependents, an energetic
and largely self-sufficient mother at home, owngrsii a successful market stall with an
ideal location, a command of local customs anduagg and even a social circle that
consist as much of South Africans as Zimbabweamnsif 8e feels trapped in the cycle of
contemporary migration, then it affirms the valdaf the feelings of thousands of others

with or without his advantages (Kihato 2009).
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[Il. Remittance Dependence

Andrew had been in South Africa only a year, b would not believe it from
the amount of space he managed. Andrew was 21lem@mntrant into a large-scale
family operation. We met for his interview in adarretail space on Long Street devoted
to African souvenir crafts. His uncle owned or kshe whole building and sublet space
to the dozens of other operations. Andrew proviaedhteresting vantage point as he,
like Pardon, came to South Africa on someone elsaas tails with subsequent
privileges. In this regard, he voiced a great sefisesponsibility to home.

| asked him what the best way to help home was.

“They best way to help is not giving them money gee.”

I never heard it put so succinctly during my timesouth Africa, yet, the
statement summed up so much of what had been egprey other participants. | asked
him if he could elaborate.

“If my father is old enough, he can run his owrsiness you see. You can go
home, open him a shop, something like that. Becdys® giving money you gonna
give him money today, tomorrow it’s finished. Hél steeding money, you see. So the
best thing | think is opening something he can do.”

When | asked if he had any immediate plans tchdg he replied no. But he was
remitting periodically to his family. He saw thajx, saw that he was in it with both feet,
but maintained a dream of opening a business sayéod his family back home, the
“income” Pardon spoke of.

That the trap existed was clear from talking tdipgpants. That this sort of

cognitive dissonance was so remarkably common, heryvendicated that the trap may
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be far larger than a market space, or an econastaclyut may have engulfed an entire
mode of thinking, an entire lifeway.

As Andrew said and scholars have noted, this wh@ss might be improved if
migrants were not pressured one way or anotheamit so much of their finances. That
way they could accrue capital for further investirtéat would largely end up
developing their home countries in meaningful wayse best way in the long term to
actually help those at home, Andrew said, wouldobeot give them money.

Yet, this is not possible in the social contextohtemporary transnational
migration. Put another way, Andrew knows it is reslly his choice. It is not possible
because the social forces that drive the entirega®are largely at home. These forces
have decided that no, thank you very much, wetailé the school fees or the food or the
convenience of a microwave oven over the possid@fb of a functioning business at
some undetermined point in the future. And whendasge the young people who have
benefited from Andrew’s remittances have no placedrk as adults. The process then
will repeat itself for another generation.

Later in my group interviews, as themes begaake shape, | took the
opportunity to test my hypotheses with the grodgter weeks of listening and trying
not to lead the witness, | now took the opportutatget their reactions to my
perceptions. Regarding this issue, they all agtieatthere was an irony at work in their
existence. They had ultimately come to South Aftachuild something back home, but

their connection to home was actively preventirgg.th

Me: So its like in the game of being an immigratbme Affairs wants some money,
xenophobia pushes you into higher rent, so youhesee. Your mom is like “ah | have
to go to the doctor,” or “oh there was a funeral school fees yadda yadda yadda”
Gilbert: Yeah yeah yeah!
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Amos: All they way you get a problem.

Me: And then you--

Amos: You have small money

Gilbert: and you see the problem, maybe...you carsigktalso.
Amos: And you can’t work.

Me: Or you get robbed also. Or it's winter

Gilbert: Yeah you see.

Amos: Winter is making and losing. That's what vee d

To the group of Malawian assistants, | made thd assertion, “I think that if
you came here, even with all the challenges, yaldcactually make enough money to
go home.”

This was greeted with “Yeahs” and hoots and “Ahfisdssent.

“Quick Quick!” Bomani said.

“And if the six of you did that and went home taild a business in Malawi, you
could improve the actual economy —

“Of the country!” Thomas interjected. This recaivbe same chorus of assent.

“But that problem doesn’t get solved,” | went 8ipecause the money goes to
rice, beans, t-shirts —

“School fees!” Bomani interrupted, along with atlsbouts of, “Yeah, School
fees!”

When | asked about the idea of exile, the firsieti had mentioned it to any
participants, they agreed without reservation.dftuply, no one wanted to be in South
Africa, but felt they could not return home. | pgckup the idea again in another group

interview.
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IV. The Fantasy Cycle

A cycle of expectations is created when youngdehit are repeatedly taught that
when a person grows up, especially men, but inorgigswomen too, they move away to
another country. They become relatively wealthy pravide for the family. One day
that child grows up to become the migrant provitiemselves (Kihato 2009). As
mentioned earlier, because of the consumer usenaftance, the dire economic
circumstances have gone unimproved. Once abroaylfitid that the life of a migrant is
incredibly taxing, in some ways more than life abte (Kihato 2009). They feel boxed in
by the anti-immigrant sentiment of the country tlaeg in, by linguistic difficulties
sometimes, by hostile government apparatus, bpuhef easy money via crime, by the
pull of attractive yet costly socialization, butrpaps most of all, by the constant volume
of need and expectation at home.

Few migrants, if any, enjoy this position. Almaditwould prefer to have never
come, or to at least return home as soon as pessibt they stay, and more than that,
they portray a facade to home when they enjoy thstia of the wealthy paternal or
avuncular figure, leader of the family. Yes theil bame to simply connect with their
loved ones, but also to make sure that monies tesnitre allotted to their satisfaction,
that they are apprised of developments in family e@mmunity politics and that they
maintain a position of seniority for their eventoaturn. There is little room in this for a
conversation about meaningful development, aboghgano to sending money for a
microwave or a funeral so that the next generateonhave opportunity for careers at

home.
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That is not to say that meaningful developmentriedaor cannot happen. The
vehicle for this is often a “Home Association” whby communities or migrant groups
gather to reassess their priorities and build ansanity consensus to be stakeholders in a
better future, at the cost of forgoing immediate akremittances for consumables. But
the fact that Home Associations like this have prowecessary, not just in Africa, but in
Latin America and Asia too, points to the validitiythe notion that without them,
communities that routinely send migrants will opbrpetuate the cycles of inequality
that caused them to send migrants in the firsteplac

The fantasy loop begins, perhaps directly, viam@pt telling a child that one day
they will grow up and go away to help provide foeit family and make something of
themselves. The loop begins more powerfully, howewben the child is not simply
commanded, but intrinsically motivated to beconmigrant. How is this possible, when
the reality of migrant life can be so incrediblyngy as described in this and previous
chapters?

Interviews portrayed to me that migrants rarey ale to return home with any
meaningful capital to invest in a home, a busim@ss/en in something as simple as a
car. During focus group 1 with the Malawian assittal began to ask more pointed
guestions about the likelihood of success in Séiitica. The previous excerpt showed
many of the reasons why migrants find it incrediifficult to make financial gains in
South Africa. Put simply, family pressure to rengfpletes resources.

These more pointed questions revealed that thegamis felt that perhaps only 2
in 10 migrants go home with anything substantiath\8 returning home as destitute as

the day they left. Pardon said that he thinks timalver is more like 1 in 100, and |
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believe that is much closer to the mark. Becatisleeoobvious shame that can
accompany this inglorious return that the vast migjof migrants are destined for,
migrants often find ways to communicate to themilees back home that they were
successful. This can be as simple as having niotras than when they left, a nice
watch, a nice phone, i.e. tangible items that meqiittle financial upkeep yet
communicate to other social actors the hallmarksuctess that so many in their country
can never hope to attain. And yet this pressuf®tk the part” is a way that migrants
divert their own resources into material goodsa$f Edmund said, a car is not a future,
then what sort of future is a watch or a Manchedtated jersey in regards to meaningful
self-advancement or development? If migrants feehaed to fail in their dream of

bringing back a better life via wealth, they carealst transport home a social standing.

You know, what we do as people, if | came herepttto call home, | lie to someone.
‘Hey I'm here in South Africa, it's a nice placeh&ve a nice job. | have a lot of money.’
You see? There’s no one who likes to tolerate ifailo if you go home and you don't
want to be a failure. Like me if | say | want to igoAmerica right now, | don’t want to

go then | call home and say, ‘Hey I'm stuck hefdready there’s a bunch of people who
are waiting for me! When | go, they are like, ‘Héngre at least there is hope in the
family. The family will bloom into a better lifeRardon 2011).

Like the way were sitting right now. They just shgot big brother in South Africa.
He’s working there.’ They think you always you haweney. They think like that. In
Africa it's always like that. When you move fromrhe, all the people they just think,
when you come you arrive and you are the king. d@uthe king. They see you come,
and they think anything you have in the world yam cdo (Mamadou 2011).

Even migrants who know how hard the life is cdhifdo imagining that a

different migration destination might still be theswer to their dreams.

Like for me | stay here for three years. Maybe hgme. | bring something. When they
see ‘Ah! Its easy! | can go there. | can get soingtkasy.’ For us here in South Africa
we see someone [return] from America, he bring 4bimg, he bring money, we think
‘Ah! It's better to go maybe to America!” But whgou go there and reach there you see
and you realize, “Oh it's not.” (Azibo 2011).
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Though destitute, migrants return home with ashrafa facade of success as
they can possibly muster. The small minority tletim with the facade, the merit badge,
and the trappings of success (that can manifegiftador family and friends, a car, a
home or even a business) give enough substanhe tulture-wide fantasy that many

pretenders are able to draft in their wake by shgweiven less overt evidence of success.

Bomani: Like if for example, Edmund, he can beftrst one to leave. By the time he go
back he can have a car, he can have money. Andcaredee what he have. | can think
‘Ah maybe there is something there.’ | can folloimhThe time | come back, maybe
Matthew: Oh oh oh! (in agreement)

Bomani: These guys are doing better now! It's Bkeompetition back at home.

Azibo: We copy one another.

Matthew: You see in our country we have fewer opputies. You see to have a better
life you must get a good solid concrete education.

In addition, all throughout the migrant’s tenuneSouth Africa (and any other
destination to be sure), they are remitting, pesh@aying a child’s school fees, for a
grandfather’s funeral, for a weddingla®dola, a doctor’s visit or even gifts of appliances,
clothing or other luxuries. Thus, children growsgeing the migration veterans receive
higher social standing in their communities foritlyears of service and their real or
perceived wealth. They see that the migrant fanfrmme (whom they may never have
actually met yet) is a blessed guardian angel. perthaps they think they might like to
have a car or a phone or shoes like him. No oreehels a car, only him, because he went
to Italy, or Saudi Arabia, or France or South Adric

At a very young age, then, children can resolat ¢fetting away from homes like

Malawi will be worth any cost due to the high pdtahreward.

Me: So people call home and tell that things atéebéhan they are?

Pardon: Yeah that is why they have to come hereviitdne from time to time. But they
don’t know what I'm going through mentally, how Hdt is for me.

Me: So you sometimes exaggerate your success éoygiwr family hope?

Pardon: For people, for most people, you tend tthdb But sometimes you do it, not
knowing you are doing it. Like not let's say | catk to my friend. “What are you doing
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in South Africa?” | have a business. His mental b like something big. ‘He is driving
Mercedes, he has flock of workers.” He’s like ‘Adincl come there!” (2011).

The fantasy loop becomes readily apparent for migtants after some time in
South Africa. The first time one must suffer a rety racial insult or the pain of hunger,
the fantasy fades until the hard truth is reved¥du have to get trapped! You come,
you don’t have money to go back. So what can yqwydo have to work” (Amos 2011).
Yet migrants, once aware of it, find it difficuti shake it completely. It is such an
ingrained portion of their worldview regarding fim@al opportunity that it tends to live
on in different forms. Though tempered by the tgafhigrant hopes and dreams manage
to thrive.

Once in Cape Town, in the market, migrants feelbdiptrapped. In a sense the
blessing of a small income becomes a nuisancenptifies the fear of risk, as all know
how easily they could lose out on having any incaintieey were to take the risk of
changing career tracks (Pardon 2011). Yet, thef@agssistants and increasing numbers
of owners is too low as to allow them to actuallyldh something of substance for their
future, such as property at home or a business.e&rd if they did make enough to
possibly acquire the capital over years of worgadhome and develop something of
lasting permanence, bringing income and commerdestio entire community, this
dream is most often nickel and dimed away by trezla®f those at home, funds given at
great personal cost by migrants for fear of sausaitacization if they do not give what is
requested. It is a trap and, increasingly, a fireniyrenched cycle.

It is exactly as Mamadou pointed out: migrantyéelaome to become links in a
chain, equally drawn in by the fantasy portrayegisvious migrants and pushed by the

absurdly high expectations of immediate rewardHeir families. For the individual
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migrant, it is a doomed enterprise from the staot.the communities they serve, it is a
means of getting quick infusions of cash for sgemtaasions, school fees, small luxuries
like appliances and sometimes to maintain foodrigctly et, the remittance trap rarely
lets individuals build a truly better future fortinselves, nor lets sending communities

make lasting commercial developments.

V. Conclusion: Cultures of Exile

The fantasy loop, the pressures families and mecisakers place on children as
future migrants and the context of domestic povalitgombine to create a culture of
exile. | saw this theme emerge bit by bit as | geglmy participants in discussion about
their relationships to their respective homes. Asdred the end of field work, | began to
distinctly sense that my participants had beenmeah from childhood, for a life of
migrancy, for exclusion from the comforts of honiéhee benefit of the community or the

family.

| saw these attitudes in statements like the fahgw

Thomas: To my point its unfair. Because as usudlg citizen...you learn and you
educated by your country. As a citizen you're siggabnot to have to go to another
country. Because even you country, is countryyigrfor you to apply your knowledge
S0 your country can be going somewhere. It's béttstay in your home.

Bomani: But if there is nothing in your home, ...

Azibo and Matthew: How can you stay?

Bomani: How can you stay? --goes on about howenétoples parents invest for them
and start a base for them, as he does, but blagiemeparents don’t do that. SO you
have to make your own way and start your own fotinda

Azibo: And then if you get some peanuts, you havehare.

Bomani: And if you get some small peanuts, you havghare (2011).

Me: Is the image of a leader, a man who takesafanés family? Is that image now
slowly becoming the man who goes to another co@ntry

Matthew: Yeah exactly. It's the man who goes totheocountry. The one who takes
care of the family at home.

Azibo: than even the one who is there.
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Matthew: Because even if I've got some body whasmoney, who's working there,
but the family’s got a problem, maybe approachesdmd he say ok you know what I'm
gonna tell them to ..why can't you call your bratheSouth Africa. He's got a lot more
money than me. You see? Ok | will help you with pfne. Call him and he will send
you money.

Bomani: Even when they are earning the same anio@nionth

Matthew: They don’t know that we are suffering here

Bomani: The same amount! But if there is a problray will call here.

Matthew: Yeah yeah. What is going on. That is beeawu out of the country.
Thomas: And they expect that maybe you are gesiimgething.

Mathew: Yeah yeah.

Bomani: That's the situation (2011).

The Malawian group felt strongly that they werestaone extent forced to come to
South Africa, forced to remit and were being takdwantage of because of the image of
the wealthy migrant. For them and almost everyelse | spoke with about this idea of
exile, when parted from the connotation of exilggasishment per se, felt that it
accurately described their situation. They weraddirought up in societies that value
the work of the migrant over that of the homebobuadinessperson or otherwise hard
worker. Then those migrants are taken advantagead abroad.

One of my very first interviews was with Paul, alswian also, who considered
himself a refugee, yet found this interesting cdesng that he came from a peaceful
country, with plentiful food. However, as he pyt‘fou can’t choose to be a refugee.”
This comment stuck with me. Despite how he saw &ifhas lacking the hallmarks of the
stereotypical refugee, war, famine etc., he knewag one, simply because he felt
powerless, that he lacked choice in the matteeafihg his home.

Whereas many refugees, such as Ibrahim or Antélenbfor fear of political
persecution, or like Theresa or Adele, for fealivohg in a war ravaged community, Paul
saw plainly that he was a refugee too for feanfidy with no social standing at home

and with no hope of anything better than what lkiepts had. Unlike other types of
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refugees, migrants are exiled not by dictatorsingwmilitias or by famine, but by their
owned loved ones.
The Senegalese “Problem”

Just as | became certain that the concept of wakethe pinnacle of what I had
come to understand of migrant life, both in the k&ibut in South Africa, and possibly
larger scales, | had a very problematic lunchtiow$ group with some Senegalese
gentlemen. There were new faces, some who hadhss#ant before to be interviewed
individually. Issa, Mamadou and Bakary were thé&fgdou came for a bit and ate with
the same speed he talked. | knew Abdou from twasypeviously. On a pre-dissertation
research trip in 2009, | bought a drum from hinthat National Arts Festival in
Grahamstown, off in Eastern Cape. It was my inteyas with migrants like him in that
market that spawned the central questions of ngediation. How fitting that he showed
up for one of my final interviews. “First thing lweé you eat here, you have to make sure
that the people behind eat already. Whatever hapjpethem will happen to you here.
You have to think about them first. First thinghem. Second thing is us. This is the
reason we are all here” (Abdou, 2011).

All affirmed that this was the case. | nodded imilg as this lined up with the
pattern for the rest of the migrants. Next theyrstia consensus that they came here
primarily to make money to provide for their famiftill, despite their family-first focus,
which was no new theme in my interviews, Abdou nwergd that he had earned enough
to buy a functional bakery back home. He had dohat\iew others in the market ever

would: brought tangible development to his home.
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“But not only,” Touba chimed in for the first timé&thers, no, they don’t have
nothing. They are like me. | haven’t got cents ¢héirl don’'t make money here, [my
family] are not eating. Different story. Maybe [Adng have idea before he come. But
some of us, more of us come with no idea. Come fimatee money and send home.
Nothing else.” So, Abdou was still a bit of an aratyneven for the generally more
successful Senegalese.

| asked then, if they would rather live in Seneg@mwhich Abdou answered,

People leave Senegal to go to countries wherettheg hope. Where they have hope,
there is money. Today if he goes to Malawi, Swam|ajou won't see Senegalese there.
That is why many are in South Africa, because tieereoney here. You can make the
money, send it back home and make the family tstélgle. Senegal is a country of 12
million now, but we can say we have 6 million odé&si85% of the people form Senegal
their income comes from outside (2011).

All agreed that, like the emerging migrant cultune other Sub-Saharan African
countries, manliness was measured in provisionnaigdant provision most of all. When
| asked if families expect their sons to go ovess&akary answered that not all children
in Senegal get groomed the same way. Those who sb@aptitude for commerce do not
get the same educational and capital investmeihieim as those who do. As Bakary told
it, the weak are weeded out of the ranks and dr@yrost intelligent and ambitious are
selected. It was another piece in the puzzle of thbySenegalese seemed more
successful in the market. The style of dress aadthvado were part of a cultural
display, but they were also the results and pactiakes of real success.

Intellectual Issa remained behind when the otledtsHe had thus far failed to
get more than a word or two in edgewise with Abddinen | asked him about the
success Senegalese seemed to have in the markesploaded, “The Senegalese come

with more capital.”
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This I had heard also from Bakary and Mamadoue§alese families send their
young men to countries like South Africa, Francd tre United States, they had
explained. There is no place near Senegal geographihat holds hope for strong
commercial success, so they must travel by planehndosts much more. The entry
costs to migrant life in Cape Town for the Senegmbare simply higher. Thus, by
elimination, those who arrive in New York, Paris@Gape Town are amongst the best
supported migrants to be found, with families anledhat are financially more stable
than average. This capital allows them to starin@ss with bigger-ticket items like
masks, drums, silver and leather goods.

In addition to the capital, it is clear that theghibit superior salesmanship over
others in the market. Most sales pitches amousbmoething close to begging or,
conversely, sitting idly by their stand. | had mysatnessed a German couple purchase
a wooden mask from Issa in my first interview whiim. They showed interest. Then he
excused himself from our conversation and calmbaneasking them what sort of mask
interested them. He respectfully answered theisgoies with as much information as he
could, sometimes referencing pictures for compariaa large “coffee table” style
reference book. He presented his products knowldgglut without desperation or even
a hard sell. It was very similar to Abdou’s stylenicountered first in Grahamstown. He
showed me some beats on the djembe and helpedhdia drum with the pitch I liked
the best.

In the end, the Germans handed over the equivafe$#t50 US. Issa pocketed the
money and sat back down with me, as if he hadusdtpade in five minutes what many

in the market made in a week. This sales style seéeramanate in part from a
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confidence in the quality of their products, butrmeo from a lack of anxiety over the
outcome. While the psychology behind this confideiscbeyond my expertise, its
comparative efficacy is immediately apparent tol#lyeperson. As Issa explained, it was
partly a result of a history of success and a kihaklaxed fatalism linked to spiritual
faith.

Surely, the honest, erudite and outwardly huméda lwould help translate their
confident demeanors and feelings in a way that dvdidplay that the Senegalese people
felt exiled deep down. He did not. Amongst othendk, | asked him if exile described
the Senegalese experience. He replied, “I dorettile word for myself, because | am
coming here not because | have to, but becausatltawdind opportunity.”

| asked him if that didn’t make him awfully sadhtthe could not live at home and
have opportunity. He agreed that, yes, it was gady Still, he resisted the idea of exile.
Leaving was his choice. Given the more successfura of the Senegalese market trade,
it should not have come as such a shock to mdasatesisted the idea of exile. At the
time however, it did. | thought Issa would seeltdrger-scale injustices that drive
migration and cause such heartache in African conities. When | had hinted at it
before, the rest of the group had affirmed thay thd leave their country for
opportunity, and that yes they would prefer to bmb, but they also had failed to display
to me the depth of sadness and powerlessnesswiaatdure would tie up my thesis with
a neat little bow. Issa’s people, the Murids, aseet of Sufi Islam practiced primarily in
Senegal. He and many of the other Senegalese mahkeet are from Touba, an inland
city that is actually the hearth of Muridism. Tlisct particularly drew artisans and

agriculturalists into its fold, upon its ascensiorthe mid 18 century, who utilized their
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place as producers for the French Colonial hegemaadythereby long ago locating
themselves in a global economy (Diouf 2000).

Despite his assertion that the idea of exile ditidescribe his personal feelings,
Issa was not opposed to idea of exile regardingraifricans. For Issa, being a migrant
involved a special ambition. Then again, he redlizleat was a very common trait for
Senegalese people and not necessarily for othierresl In the end, Issa’s point was that
for Senegalese people, migration was more abowgdimgy rather than the leaving.
Senegalese leave home with far more assurancththatan work hard and achieve their
goals, so the exercise feels more determined. d¢teémains, however, that for a young
man to pursue his future, he has to leave homethenentrapping cycles of remittance
affect the Senegalese too, perhaps, though, wsarlextent due to the heavy community
organization.

The Senegalese “problem” turned out not to beoalpm at all. In the time since
these conversations, | have come to think thaS#eegalese have accepted the cycle of
migrancy at a deep cultural level. It has no mbeedonnotation of exile than a Roman
Legionnaire felt going off to war to seek plundaddortune. Stoller in fact points to the
centuries-long history of West African people’sdeaging a willingness to be mobile as
a capitalist ploy (2009). The Senegalese stateitssdemestic policy and foreign
diplomacy to foster these migration linkages andes/ (2003). The Senegalese have
internalized the need to leave home for financialllbeing to the point that it is no longer
guestioned. For reasons whose full depths would Wwenderful topic of study for
another project, the Senegalese have accepteidieivay of cyclical migration and

instead of fighting it or decrying it, merely engleged to be the best at it. Instead of
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contradicting the notion that contemporary migmnatiepends on cultures of exile, the
Senegalese migration project may actually provitenglate for how to predict the
future of the impact of migration and remittanceAdrican societies, culture and

families. It all begs the question: Are the Senegglonly the beginning?
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Chapter 10. Conclusion

[. Mobility Is Not Success

The historical and contemporary cycles of migraimcifrica intersect with
cycles of xenophobia and racism in South Africanke the migrant life there
untenable, and the dream of self-advancement elughese cycles are firmly
entrenched in their own historical backgroundsdisi in their relation to one another.
This relationship between migration cycles and-amthigration sentiment is remarkably
strong elsewhere in the world too. Few migrationtegts lack a historically-rooted
racism or xenophobia. Though these stories diffeurad the globe in places like Russia,
Canada and Italy, human mobility is indeed beivgilaged far-and-wide by the global
South.

The theme of mobility is one of the core modesrmderstanding basic human
adaptation strategies from prehistory to today\aiticcontinue to be so. Technology has
increased the possibilities for markets and othstitutions to move faster and farther,
for people to travel, for cross-pollination of ided hese are all good things, generally
speaking, and when we use terms like mobility, exe get an exciting sense of
improvement and collective empowerment. Howeveltwie must keep in mind is that
the lack of need for mobility was hailed for gerienas as a sign of working institutions,
stability, the fruit of healthy civilization. Likeise, having to move elsewhere, having to
rely on a high degree of mobility ought to sigr@dtta very large element of global
society plainly is not functioning.

Today who has this ability? As labor suffers iniowas affected by neoliberal

reforms, economically attractive locations tendéal their borders to outsiders or bar
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their participation within them. Those with capigadd political connections are able to
cross borders nearly effortlessly. Those in thedaitass, as Africans in South Africa
have found, are seldom able to reach their degimaeasily, or maintain a presence
there long enough to benefit from entry into thrgéajob market.

The Senegalese problem, as | first saw it, is oblpm for the notion that young
men and increasing numbers of women are functipeailed from their homes by lack
of opportunity, but also by social pressures astiaping cultural imaginations of rites of
passage and markers of status. The Senegaleseurgeed in the market did vary in
personality and worldview in some respects. Theg alere remarkably unified in the
worldview that refused to see migration as an uofate event. The exile has become so
deeply rooted in the Senegalese men | interviewmedspent time with, they have finally
accepted this necessity of migration unquestiogirigka was aware of regional
inequality, has read Franz Fanon and certainlyesib®me, but when asked if it
wouldn’t be a better life for Senegal to be a platere young men didn’t have to leave
for their income and social standing, Issa respdride same way as if | had asked if it
would not be a better world if we just didn’t haa@rthquakes or wild fires or
mosquitoes.

Home is best. Migrants would by and large muchegref be home rather than
being in the role of migrant. Inequality and higtal injustice, whose consequences are
not soon to improve, are the principle culprit€ieating the schism between home and
migrant. A culture of exile does exist, but the &galese case asks how long this rubric
for understanding will be eclipsed by the notioatttihe culture of exile has simply

become “culture.” Exile’s eerie connotations olstjce and punishment may fade into
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the background as newer, more pressing challerayas to exert discomfort on
migrants.

After returning from fieldwork, | had the opportimio participate in a
symposium entitled “Cultures of Exile” relatingissues of African migrancy. This was
my last confirmation that this idea, though nowehte at the time of field work, fitted
well both into the scholarly conversation in whicim involved, and as a rubric for
understanding the human experience of migrancyfilc® The concept of cultures of
exile serves as a helpful theoretical frame forassthnding the contemporary changing
nature of migration in Africa, as long as the metfar the exile is seen in its proper
historical and place context. However, after c@$uof exile become the norm, what does

this mean for the migrant identity and the colleetmigrant future?

[l. The Tides that Bind

Roughly a year after | conducted this fieldworkjdited the mouth of the
Klamath River in northern California. The mountaater flows in a wide band directly
into the crashing and tumultuous Pacific. The csinivetween fresh and salt water halts
river particles that are then deposited right altihregfront line of the battle. Over
centuries or millennia perhaps, this created a sandThe directionally alternating winds
continue today to drive more silt and detritus frihra shorelines up onto a fifty-foot high
berm. This berm is a hundred to two hundred yaide &nd chokes the half-mile wide
mouth of the mighty Klamath down to a small channmedybe 80 feet wide.

| think back to that sand berm and | see on thesaein the pounding waves the

constant global campaign for capitalist expansicee neoliberal policies and
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neoconservative anti-immigrant sentiment. Wheroklto the Klamath, being drawn
down by invisible yet unfaltering forces, to crdsradlong into the Pacific, | see ten
thousand small communities in the Global Soutldestitute that local industry cannot
support the imagined futures of its sons and daurght see families willing to fracture in
order to find a better future, and | see young feeepamored with the fantasy of
emigration. And on this windswept sand bar | sem&ad and Bomani. | see Mamadou
and Adele, | see Ibrahim, and whether he woulditile not, | see Issa. But when | pull
back my gaze, | see a whole variety of peopleyadr the world, from every religion and
race and nation. | see Africans, Europeans, evaeasing numbers of Europeans and
North Americans.

One thing that always drew me to understanding atign was the impact it has
had on the events of history — and what a foundatieffect! — but as | see this berm
gathering before my eyes, | am beginning to feal ttansnational migration in 2011 was
not and is not only a finite event nor an age tltcome and pass. Migration has
attained a sort of collective critical mass that eause it to be more than a trend or a
phase that we describe in temporal terms. It igliark of the human condition for a
wide swath of the globe. The condition of the natstate and neoliberal economics and
the vast need of the Global South are at war. tfesjs an event and a fair one for study,
but this war is leaving orphans at the periphery.

What | have come to conclude in this analysis iswitat | expected: to simply
sum up the ways that migration is a process thettasging and fascinating. What | have
come to conclude as the main thrust of my findimg#hat migrants’ particular lifeways

are incredibly unique and are accruing into a datess distinct from the poverty of the
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global south that sent them and the wealth and pofwtie north that drew them. The

tides that bind them are surging more every day.

[ll. The Migrant Class

This group we call migrants are not just peopleér@move. In fact, one of the
chief struggles of the migrant class is that theg With some of the strictest bonds and
barriers on their life regarding space and sociBitypugh we think of them as travellers,
they are actually some of the most immobile peoplearth today. Their lack of
citizenship and familiarity with locals denies thewen non-spatial, social mobility.
Migrants are actively barred from political and isb&fe in their country of work and
residence, yet they often perform key economictions as part of their subaltern status.
When we see that the migrant class, apart fromnigeaviunique identity, has a unique
function, both for the countries that send andixe;ave can argue that the Migrant class
is also a Migrant caste.

Most people have heard of the untouchalalkts of India and the highly regarded
Brahmins but there are dozens of social castes in Indiatla® majority of them have not
only a connotation of ranking, but of position ndustry. Migrants are very similar in
this way. While | haven’'t seen research pointing taste/class framework toward
migration elsewhere such as Africa, | do see scha@hChinese labor using the terms to
help define and understand the great dependence @hs on its domestic labor
migration.

As China makes neoliberal reforms under the umdoilauthoritarianism, it uses

its directive ability to point the market wherenitls. One way it has done this is by
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adhering to decades old administrative delineatimet&/een urban workerghligong and
rural-to-urban migrant workersa@ngmin gony(Chunguang 2006; Tang and Yang
2008). Though these migrants spend most of thaslliving and working in eastern
cities, they are still branded by society and goment as rural peasants, forever barring
them from many benefits and protections #tagongmaintain and denying full
participation in urban life (Davies and Ramia 20@3casionally migrants can become
zhigong but usually only by marriage or the possessiospetialized skills (Tang and
Yang 2008). The divide is about as hard to croggasng citizenship in a new country.
Nongmin gonghildren, when they accompany migrant workers eaen segregated into
migrant schools (Lu and Zhou 2013).

This hukousystem, as it is called, goes back to the 50s advéhen a Stalinist
model of rural/urban segregation was imposed im&kirang and Yang 2008). The full
history and description dfukouis complex and beyond the scope of my comments here
What is important to note now, however, is thatribure of migration places pressure
on elites, bureaucracies, and receiving communigesn in some cases of domestic
migration. These bodies often respond in the ti@dibf authoritarian regimes, like
apartheid South Africa, to bureaucratically reikgant or perceived social boundaries in
order (ostensibly) to better manipulate the econang/society as a whole (Cooke 2007,
Tang and Yang 2008). Furthermore, migrant lifewidlysughout the world impact
sending families and home communities in ways dltat their behavior and interactions
as well (Qin 2010). What my study’s participantssinstruggle with daily is highly
reflective of the experiences of hundreds of mil$i®@f international and even some

domestic migrants today. As | stated at the begupof this conclusion, the specific
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circumstances of these struggles are varied anglesnbut the relationship between
migration cycles and cycles of xenophobia is firmhtrenched, leaving migrants to pile
up in the interstices.

The term “caste” often brings with it a racial cotation. A caste as we have
come to know it in the Indian example, certainlgsloand it also comes with the notion
of exclusion. One is limited to his or her castdien, but others are also prevented from
gaining inclusion into that caste. | must admig #ame cannot be said for the sort of
economic caste that migrants represent worldwitleugh, one could argue that many
migrants are pressured to migrate because of #hduad effects of colonial regimes that
were often unjust regarding matters of race andietly. Regardless, as scholars around
the world have noted, even though the primary fogoen the migrant identity is the
search for prosperity, all along they way they fiadistance and obstacles regarding their
race and outsider status as perceived by the sbasl’” environment. So while one is
not limited from becoming a migrant on racial teytiey will find that much of their
opportunity is lessened because of their “racefs kenophobic bent is one of the forces
of resistance that actively reject the migrant prevent identities from seeping into one
another via assimilation. This forces migrantsperate as an economic caste, one that is
neither able nor willing in most cases to take oy ather identity.

Transnational theory | predict will have to accoattate this change in viewpoint.
As a model, it often is used to link the migranhtame in a symbiotic relationship
whereby one agent of a family or community seekgloeicollective will in another
country. But as we can see, this model is inswfitfor understanding the migrant

identity in light of the ways they are actively ked from participation in family and
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home community. Transnational theory has answewadlgsively that, yes, actors can
act across any amount of distance, and by paytegtain to these linkages we can better
understand the migrant life and its role in socadtiarge today. But what transnational
theory must balance that with now is the vast that families and home communities
intentionally or otherwise erect in order to make tost of remitting poorly or returning
home empty-handed quite high. Home communitiesausember of economic and social
means to threaten the future of a migrant: gyplititsial judgment, shame, and rejection
from emotional and financial security pools jushtome a few.

Again, this raises new questions for transnatitmabries of migration and their
ability to work as a framework for understanding thigrant class, questions that could
be policy-focused, theoretical, ethnographic, stitational. There is still much to learn
about the migrant identity and the full impact loé tmerging class both on its
constituents and the realms of power it borderslddstanding the nature of the migrant
class may enable scholars to make predictive mdidesisd on comparisons with other
emerging classes and castes or with migration gtmnie distinct places, South Africa
and China for instance. These predictive model&ddoelp activists and scholars both
put forward concrete solutions to issues of sqastice and policy.

The Migrant class cuts across a variety of etregonomic and cultural groups
and divisions. The pressures to migrate have blegmesl both by structure and injustice,
but have also been accepted, reinterpreted andinszbwith intent by the members of
the class themselves. It is both imposed and egpded he social boundaries to
migrancy are thick. If migrants constitute a clasgven a caste, this raises numerous

new questions, theoretical and practical, evengplactivist and policy-driven. | leave
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these questions for other projects or other scholand my discussion here with the
claim that the migrant class exists and that itsnoaries will, for the present time, only
be refined and enlarged as it tumbles in the iites of global poverty and global

capitalism.

198



Appendix A

Demographic Table

Name Origin Est. Age | Inteview? Foc. Group? Stall Ower?

Bakary Senegal 35 Y Y-3 Y

Mamadou Senegal 35 Y Y-3 Y

Samba Senegal 35 Y N Y

Issa Senegal 35 Y Y-3 Y

Abdou Senegal 40 N Y-3 Y

Touba Senegal 25 N Y-3 N

Greenshirt | Senegal 40 N Y-3 N

Ibrahim Sudan 60 Y N Y

Antonio Angola 50 Y N Co w/ wife
Helene

Helene DRC 50 Y N Co

Adele DRC 50 Y N Y

Patrice DRC 40 Y N Y

Therese DRC 50 Y N Y

Pascal Congo 45 Y N Y

Brenda Swaziland 65 Y N Y

Angel Uganda 55 Y N Rented

Andrew Kenya 22 Y N Manager

Amos Kenya 40 N Y-2 Co w/ Wife

Shana Kenya 40 Y N Y

Gilbert Malawi 40 N Y-2 Y

Paul Malawi 27 Y N N

Bomani Malawi 30 Y Y-1 N

Matthew Malawi 30 Y Y-1 N

Thomas Malawi 20 Y Y-1 N

Azibo Malawi 25 Y Y-1 N

Edmund Malawi 25 Y Y-1 N

Robert Zimbabwe | 25 Y Y-1 N

Emmanuel | Zimbabwe | 25 Y N N

Pardon Zimbabwe | 26 Y N Manager

Simon Zimbabwe | 30 Y N Co w/ Father

Blessing Zimbabwe | 35 Y N Co w/ Simon’s
father, his uncle

Canaan Zimbabwe | 30 Y N N

Louisa Zimbabwe | 20 Y* N N

Rebecca Zimbabwe | 40 Y* N Y

Oliver Zimbabwe | 35 Y N N

*participant elected not to be voice recorded
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Appendix B
Regarding Hypotheses and Research Questions

| wish to note here that | chose notrisveer my original hypotheses in their
bulleted format. To do so would have forced pgvacit voices into neat compartments,
whereas | set out to collect a more nuanced urateistg of migrant life in South Africa.
| leave the questions and hypotheses section "asasause these hypotheses and
research questions were the best paths of inqinag formed before fieldwork. | feel it
is important to transparently state the intentibhad upon arrival in Cape Town.

For instance, as my research progressmgjan to see that my respondents felt far
more compelled to talk about the social order adowmittance than the mechanisms of
transporting it. My methods were designed to let slort of shift to happen, with the use
of open-ended questions and focus groups to alfmeacourage migrants to direct the
conversation along with me. In short, this is whe final dissertation organized around

the themes that emerged from migrant voices rdkizer the hypotheses.
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Appendix C
Interview Questions
It may be useful for other scholar&now how | organized my interviews. The

following is the list of questions | asked of myrpp@pants. | allowed the conversation to
flow to their interests, to see what | could gleathout directing it. This often allowed
me to gain the answers to these questions withentihf to ask them, as participants
talked about their lives. While every interview wasque and followed a different order,
| made sure to get the migrant’s perspectives eridtowing.
1. Why/under what circumstances did you come tatsaérica? (Encouraged them to
talk about their personal history, family, career.)
2. Can you tell me about your experience obtaiairigtatus”?

2b. Asked about their interactions with DHA

2c. Asked about their experience with police.
3. Can you tell me about your experiences with Bédticans?

3b. Encouraged them to elaborate on their éxpegs (pos or neg) with examples.

3c. Asked them about how their experiencestdtetheir decisions and behavior
4. Can you tell me about your relationship to home?

4b. Asked how often and by what means they comoated with home and for what
reasons

4c. Asked what they received, if anything, froome

4d. Asked about what they sent to their frieadd relations at home.

4e. Elicited as much detail as participantsreskecomfortable giving about what or

how much money they sent to whom and how often.
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5. If you were teaching a class of new migrants tmaurvive and succeed in South

Africa, what are the three things you would teérif?

Other questions that became more common afteirsiddw interviews

How do you feel about your future in South Africa?

Would you recommend migrating to South Africa tojple back home?

If you went home right now, would you be well rec by friends and family? What

would life be like?
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