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I. Beginning of Whitney's work. The 28th 
Congress. 

To find out who first conceived the idea that a rail-

road might be a practicable means of communication between 

the Eississippi valley and the Pacific coast would very like-

ly be a pretty difficult task. It seems to be uncertain, in-

deed, to whom the honor belongs of having first expressed such 

an idea in a public way. The truth of the matter probably is 

that as the railroad sradually became more succesGful and its 

great possibilities as a means of transportRtion became more 

apparent, different men of foresight or imagination whose at-

tention was attracted in any way to the west, came to realize 

that some day a railroad might go westward to the Oregon coun-

try. There is no use either in denying or supporting the claim 

which anyone may have mRde in later years thRt the idea origi-

nated with him. But it is possible to know who first present-

ed any definite plan for a Pacific railroad to Congress. The 

glory that there may be in that goes to Asa Whitney, whose 

plan was ·first laid before Coneress January 28, 1845. 

That the idea was not wholly new and undreamed of is 

shown by the fact that Whitney's plan was not universally ig-

nored or denounced as visionary, and that one of the two com-

mittees to which it was referred in Congress considered it 0orth-



2. 

y of a report anc1. patient and 11 deliberate investigation°. 1 It 

v1as, however, characterized as "bold" by the National Intelli-
2 3 

gencer and was often met ·\·:i th" the smile of incredulity". The 

fact thJ,t twenty four years of agitation, discussion, explora-

tion and settlement passed before the railroad was finally built 

shows unquestionably that most people joined the American Rail-

roed Journal in saying that they were "in a great measure incap-

able of appreciating the ma8nificance or the utility of a rail-
4 

road hence to the Pacific." By the end of the 1st session of 

the 32nd Congress, however, the last session in which Whitney's 

project v1as formally pre sent eel, the "smile of incredulity"·, so 

far at leqst, as it was caused by the notion that there would 

ever be a railroad to the Pacific, had undoubtedly vanished 

from the faces of all those who were in touch at all with the 

life of their time. The change had been brought about almost 

entirely by ·~vhi tney' s work. 

The purpose of this paper is to trace the history of the 

·~7hi tney project in Congress. In doing this, I shall to some 

extent deal also with the early Pacific railroad agitation in 

general, since Whitney's was the center of all of it, and with 

the attitude toward the Whitney plan throughout the country, 

since it was reflected in the action of Congress. Both of these 

last two purposes are, however, secondary. The first has been 

treated in a seneral way by L.H.haney in his doctorate thesis, 

"A Gonc;ressional History of Hailways in the United States to 

1850," presented to the University of ~.nsconsin in 1906, 5 and 

1. 28 Con~ress,2 session,House Report N:) .199,serial no.468 
2 • 1 I at i on a 1 Int e 11 is enc e r , 1·.: . .., y 1 , 18 4 5 • 
3. Letter of F.P.Holcomb in American Railroad ~ournal,Vol. 

20,p.74.Jan.30rl847. 
4. American R~ilroad Journal,Vol.18,p.147. Feb.13,1845. 
5. Lewis nenry Haney, ~ Concressional History of Railways 

in the United States to 18~0.tUadison,~isconson,1908). 
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the second by Robert S. Cotterill in an article in the Mississ-

ippi Valley Historical Review for I:arch,1919, called "The Early 

Agitation for a Pacific Railroad~ in which the author gives his 

attention especially to the attitude toward the ~hitney plan 

throu6hout the country as it is shown in the newspapers of the 
6 

period. liy field, then, is, primn.ri ly, the Congressional 

history of the Whitney project. 
'7 

Asa Whitney was born in 1797 and so was a man forty eight 

years old when he began his Facif ic railroad agitation. He was 

a merchant of New York n.nd was certainly a man of some means and 

business ability. In his second memorial to CongresR he gives 

this account of the beginnins of his interest in a Pacific rail-

road: 

"Your memorialist would respectfully represent to your 

honorable body, that his attention was first called to the im-

portance of railroads as a means for the transportation of com-

merce, as well as of passengers, from the Liverpool and Manchest-

er railroad, in 1830, when he passed over the distance of (he 

thinks) 34 miles in 42 minutes. He then saw clearly their _]2res-

en!:_ importance, and pre :l icted their future importance to us as 

a means of communication with the Pacific. In 1842, vvhile on 

a voyage to China, on the 27th d~y of October, in the Chinese 

sea, we fell in with an English barque from Singapore. The ca~-

tain eave us a Singapore p~per, under date of 30th September, 

6. t:ississippi Valley Historical R8view,Vol.V,No.4. March 
1919,pp.396-414. This article did not 
appear until the present study was near-
inG completion. , 

7. Appletons Cyclopedia of American Biography.(New York,1893) 
Vol. VI. p. 48f3. 
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contain.int; the first account of )eace v:i th Chinn. Your memor-

ialist sRY.r thRt the results of such a peace ... must make a great 

chance in the co~nerce with China, as also the importance to us, 

if we could have a more ready, fre~uent, and cheap com~unica-

tion than the present lons and danserous voyage around either 

of the capes; and your memorialist was led to a consideration 
8 

ari.d investiE;ation of the whole subject." 

·/lhi tney returned to New York from China in the suF.mer of 

1844 and it was to the next session of Congress, the 2nd sess-

ion of the 28th Consress, that his first memorial was present-

ed. It vms laid before both Houses on the same . day ,January 

28, 1845-before the Senate by Daniel S. Dickinson of New York 

and before the House of Representatives by Zadoch Pratt, also 

of New York. In each house it was referred to the Core.mi ttee 

on Roads 8nd Canals
8 

and in the Senate was ordered printed~O 
In presenting the rnemoriRl in the House, Representative Pratt 

remarked that the project was well worthy of the consideration 

of the American people because it would cive great com~0rcial 

advantac es to the whole nation, because it would secure our in-

8. 29 Conc ress, 1 session, Senate document No.161,serial 
47~-). 1\lso,1\n '3 rican R0ilroad Journal, vol.19,p.244, and 
7:1:- 1, H. rp , .140, appendix 2, serial 583. 

9. SeLate Jounial, 2E3 Congress, 2 session, 2,erial 448, p.114 
Concressional Globe, 28 Con.Gress, 2 session, p.204.House 
Journal, 28 Congress, 2 session, serial 462, p.283.Congress-
ional Globe,28 Concress, 2 session, pp.209, 218. 

10. S.doc.69,serial 451. Ueithcr the House Journal nor the 
Globe states that the memorial was ordered printed in : the 
House, but it was printed as H. doc. No.72, serial 464. 
Also . C.G., 28-2, p.218, and 31 Congress 1st session, 
H.rp .140,. appendix 1, serial 583. 
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terests in Oree;on, anct. because, by "furnishing ~-9:irect west-

In this first memorial, whirh is shorter and not so def-

inite as the sec ond and third, Whitney speaks of the advantages 

of existinc railroad systems to the country and of his own qual-

ification to speak on the subject with which he is dealing be-

cause of the time he has s pent upon it, and declares that he be-

1 i eve s the route he propose s pr a c t i cab 1 e and t he res u l ts of the ro r~ d 

incalculable. He compares the distance to China by the proposed 

railroad route and by the route around Cape Horn, estimating 

the savins in distance ~hich the railroad would effect at 6,800 

miles and in time, from .'70 to 120 days. He points out the re-

sul ts the rc:dlro ad wi 11 have, cornmerc ially, in vastly increasing 

the trade of the United States with the Pa cific Coast and with 

the Orient, and, politically, in unitin~ the whole country and 

in makinc; possible the maintenance of a n nval depot on the ?acif-

ic Coast from which the Unite d States can command "the Pacific, 

the South Atlantic, and the IndiRn oceans, and the Chinese seas." 

The plan of construction which he proposes is, though not 

fully developed, essentially the same plan tl ·a t he advocated 

throughout his agitation for the railroad. The government is 

t o Cr r>,n t him a st rip of the pub l i c 1 and 60 mi 1 e s wide the who 1 e 

length of the road. Th~ estimated coast of the road, completed 

and in operation, is $ 65,000,000, which is to be raised by the 

sale of the public lands granted for that purpose. The tolls 

11. C.G.28-2, p.218. 



6. 

to be charged are to be only so high as is necessary to keep 

the road in repair and operation. The route proposed is from 

Lake !<ir.hi;:_-;an, between the 48nd and 45th degress of north lati-

tude "west to the gap or pass in the mountains (.south Pass]; 

11.nd thence by the most practicable route to the Pacific OceR.n. '' 

Whitney ure;es thr-it the demand for la.bor for the construe-

tion of the road and the openins up of the lands to settlement 

will relieve the condition of over-population in Europe and 

vJill free our own cities from a 11 vast amount of misery, vice, 

crime, and taxati 1m" and will m11.ke it possible to educate immi-

grants "to our sys tem--to i nclus try, prosperity, and virtue." 

In conclusion he argues that without this means of cornmunica-

tion, Oregon must develop into an indepe n ~ent and powerful nation. 

Whitney's was not the only sugeestion made to this sess-

ion of Congress concerning a communication with Oreson. Decemb-

er~, 1844, ?resident Tyler, in his annual messat;e, recoP.1mend-

ed to Congress the establishment of military posts alons the 

t • • • 12 J lN route to Ore s on for the pro ect1on of imm1e;rants. , anuary 1, 

18 4 5 , Re pre sent a t iv e r.r en two rt h presented in the House the pet i-

tion of citizens of Knne county, Illinois, for armed occupation 

of Ore s on, and the establishment of a railroad between the Miss-

issippi and Columbia rivers. This memorial was referred to the 
13 

Comr:: i t tee on Terri tori es. .And Lir rch 3, John Quincy Adams pre-

sented in the House the petition of Ja~es Riley praying an in-

quiry into th~ expediency of establishing a great central rail-

12. H.J.38-2,serial 462,p.15; C.G.,38-2,p.3 
13. H.J.,28-2,serial 462,p.221 
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way from New York City, or some other city on the Atlantic 

coast, to the Pqcific ocean. The petition was laid on the 
14 table. 

On the last day of the session, Lrarch 3, 1845, the House 

Committee on Roads and Canals, through Robert Dale Owen of Ind-

iana, the chairman, submitted a short report in which it stat-

ed th~t it had not had time to form a specific opinion as to 

the expediency or practicability of the plan but that they con-

sidered it worthy of consideration and investigation; that if 

undertaken, the railroad should be constructed by a grant of 

public lands, but that they could offer no opinion as to the 
15~ 

proper plan for makine; the le.nd available for the project. 

The Senate Co r:rn i ttee on Ho ads and Canals, of which these men were 

the members: A.S.Porter of Michigan, Albert S. White of Indiana, 

Dixon II. Lewis, of Alabama, f)idney Breese of Illinois, and D. 

r ' lG t k t . h • 1 ~. Sturseon of Pennsylvania, oo no ac ion upon t e memor1a . 

14. H.J.38-2,s~rial 462,p.578 
15. H.J.,28-2,serial 462,p.550,28-2,H.rp.199,serial 468 
lG. C.U.,28-2,p.12 and indec. 
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II. The 29th Concress. 

In the summer of 1845 Whitney personally explored a part 

of the route which he proposed for his railroad. He went over-

land west from Milwaukee to the Missouri, which he struck in 

latitude 43~ desrees, then down the Eissouri by canoe to Weston, 

near Fort Leavenworth, and from there in a steamer to St.Louis. 

Re returned to Conc ress believing firmly in the practicability 

of his route nnd plan and in the impossibility of depending up-

on the Eissouri river "as a means of communication with Oregon 

for the vast coMmerce of the Pacific, of Japan, of China, and 
1 

of all Asia.'' 

The attention of the 1st session of the 29th Congress was 

cnlled to the matter of a communication with the Pacific by Pres-

ident Polk in his annual messac;e sent to Cont;ress December 2, 

1845, in which he recommends the establishment of an overland 
2 

mail. There were· several v ain attempts made to carry out this 

recommendation. The only thin~ in connection with these efforts 

to establish a mail route which is of importance in the consid-

eration of the railroad movement is the report from the Senate 

Co mrn.i t tee on Post Off ice and Past Roads, submitted to the Sen-

ate March 2~, 1876 by James Semple of Illinois, in support of 

a bill which the Committee reported (S.103) to establish a post 
';?, 

route from Independence, 11-'Iiss ouri, to the Pacific':" While th~re 

1. 29-1, S.doc.161, serial 473 • 
. ·,1so in 31-J,E.rp.140,pp.29-?JO,serial 583 

2. SJ. 29-1, serial 469, p.17; . 
IIJ . 2 9-+ , s e r i a 1 4 7 9 , p • 2 4 ; C • G • , 2 9-1 , p . 7 

3. ~LJ. ,29-1, serial 469, p.171. 
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is no intimaticn in the report that the members of the Com-

~ittee had ever heard of a railroad to the Pacific, the report, 
4 of which 300u extra copies were ordered printed March 24, does 

cive arcuments for ·the mRil route which are very much the same 

as tr.ose put forth for the railroad: 11 rt is probable, however, 

that the sreatest advantage to this country which a mail route 

to Orec;on will produce, will be the immediate and ultimate ef-

fects which it will have in strengthening the bonds of friend-

ship and union between the people of the east and the west; in 

affordin~ the means of acquiring information of the Oreson, so 

as to promote immigration to these reijions, and ultimatly to 

cont r o 1 the vast t rad e of the Paci f i c 0 c ea n . '' The rep? rt is 

of importance, also, because it advocates a route to the south 

of thRt 'Shieh '.'/hitney was proposing. There is included in the 

rel)ort R letter from '1V. Gilpi:-i, of Hiss ~n1ri, •Nho writes: "The 

road from Independence has c reat advantages over any other, be-

cause it mr:ty· be made to embrace a rnail to New Me~rico; to which 

p - ~ 3.Ce there are an immense and valuable commerce, and many Arner-

residents. By this route, too, a more southern pass, as that 

by the head of the Arkansas, may be used, should the snows pre-

cl ude the passage by the ~3outh pass during the · winter. 11 The 

writer Goes on to cive a glowinc account of the possibilities 

of t~le development of comm ~ rcial supremacy in the Pacific and 

closes with thi s stirring p0titton: "I pray th~.t Congress may 

not let the vo ice of western commerce blow by on the wind, but 

rather gather its prayers and- complaints, and covers its feeble-

ness '':i th substantial legi sla ti on, aid, and protection. 115 

4. s.J. 29-1, serial 469, p.179. 
5. 29-i, S. doc.178, serial 473. 9 pp. 
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The Semple bill did not, however, pass the Senate, nor did 

any other similar bill p0,ss either house. 

Asa ~hitney's second memorial was presented to the Sen-

ate, F8bruary 24, 1846 by Sidney Breese of Illinois. It was 
6 ref e rn~d to the Co Vimi t tee on Public Lands an d ordered printed. 

Th is memorial was not presented to the House. 

Whitney has by this time worked out his plan with greater 

care than he hc:td before he ~r;rote the first m9morial. He dis-

cusses at length the route he h a s chosen, his plan of construct-

ion, A.nd the advantages of the road. He declares that he knows 

from his own exploration that there are no physical difficulties 

to p revent th e building of the road. The grade is s tadual, the 

~ississipp i can be bridged at Prairie du Chien, and beyond that 

there are no difficult streams to cross. There is sufficient 

timber 2~nd stone a lons the first p c..rt of the route; and as far 

\'Jest as the I.iissouri, the l eJ1d is r;ood. Th e l:md is poor from 

the l.:is s ouri to ~:iouth Pasf) but there are no difficulties for a 

roac1, the e.s~ent beinr; only ab out 6 feet to the mile. "From 

tr.e 'South Pass' to the Pacific" the rnemoric.list 1'is informed 

that th e route i s f ec=i. s i bl e .. 11 T he L! i s ~. our i i s imp r act i cab 1 e f o r 

Eavig~tion, even to Fort Leavenworth, bec Ruse of its rapidity, 

quicksand, changing channel, and shallowness. The route pro-

posed is better than other routes for several reasons: there 

is unsettled land availn.ble; there is rnnteri a l for the ro8d a-

long the route: fr om the eastern terminus there is easy and 

6. S. J., 20-1, serial 469, p .161. C. 9-., p. 414. Llemori2,, l printed, 29-1 
S.doc.161, s 0rial 4 73. 10 pp.l map. Also in American Rail-
roc-td JournRl, vol.19, p. 2L12" , and as a ppendix 2 to H.rp.148 
31-1, s e ri a l f> 83. 
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cheap co~~unication wi th the Atlantic; the country near the 

startinc point is settled so that supplies may be drawn from 

it and there is direct water communication with Pittsburg, 

v:here the iron mus t be secured; the terminus on Lake Michigan 

will be ne . .-::rer to all the Atlantic cities than anJ other point 

and it will be ce nt ral, beinc only four days from any part of 

the country; and the road may run directly west from Lake ~ichi-

g an to Sou th Pas s . }.; ore over , t hi s route i s av n il ab 1 e for the 

purpose, since it passes thr ough unsettled lands in a territory 

controlled by Con[ ress anrt t h rouch Indian l~nds which may be 

bOU[;ht. 

The memorialist believes that the only possible means of 

buildinc; the road is a s rant of public lands. A strip 60 miles 

wide is necessary because of the fact th 2t for at least one-half 

the tot a l distance, 2400 miles, the land is too poor to sup-

port much settlement. The ~overnrnent is to n.ppoint commission-

ers to look after its interests. Whitney is to contract the 

land sales but the Eovernment commissioners are to g ive the 

title and hold the money. It will be possible to complete the 

road within 15 years. After it is finished the memorialist 

v1ould p refer thClt the c;overnrnen t shoul d operate it Rince it is 

built from the property of the people; but if there are con-

sti tutional objections to that, he 0grees th c.,t he and his heirs 

shall op e rate the road for any definite number of years, trans-

portinc; e;ove~TlJilf~nt property free of chare;e. 

For the first twenty years frei ~ht is to be carried for 

} cent per ton per mile for a distance over 200 miles. Passen-

~ers,and frei ght for l~ss thnn 200 miles, are to be carried 
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for tolls equal to one hnlf those charged on the principal 

railroRcls of the couLtry. Coun t_?; ress is to have the power to 

revise the tolls after 20 years so that the income from the 

road will be only that necessary to keep it in repair and op-

eration. All surplus lnn ds and money are to be held by the 

government durinc; the process of construction as security for 

the completion of the road; R.ny that may be left after the ro8.d 

is finished are to be held for twenty years to insure its oper-

ation; after the road has been in operation for twenty years, 

the surplus is to ~o to Whitney and his heirs. 

The road will separate the Indians and it will be poss-

ible to make them civilized more readily. The country will be 

settled by immi e; rant labor Rnd will become the home of an 11 in-

clustrious, producing, n.nd consuming p.opul a tion" and the 11 cent-

er and most important pnrt of the globe. 11 The other great a.d-

vantases o f the road ~hich are discussed are the same as those 

presented in the first memorial: Oregon will be held and the 

Pacific trade will be controlied by the United States. The 

v as t E ne; 1 i sh c o 1~:r:1 er c e \'J i th th e J~ a s t w i 11 p as s o \' e r the r o 8.d , 

and An~rica will be the g r eat hi s hway from Europe to Asia. 

:Vh i tney concludes the ~:-:emorial by declarine::; th 2t sLice 

he will ~et no pecuniary provision until after the road is com-

pleted and in operation for 20 years, it is evident that his 

purpose is unselfish. It has a pp eRred to him that the road is 

1'a part of our destiney, and that our rlestiny could not be ac-

complished without it, and nov1 Q!}:!l. is the time in Vihi ch it 

can be done; and that some one's whole efforts, enerc ies, and 

life must be devoted to it. And if he can be the instrument 
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to accomplish, or put in the v1ay of accomplishment, this ereat 

\'..'Ork, it will be enough-he asks no more. 11 

~hen Senator Breese presented the memorial he mRde a few 

remarks in support of it, sn:yinc; thR.t Whitney did not ask that 

an appropriation of money nor qn absolute grant of l and be made 

but only that a portion of the public lands be set apart as a 

fund out of wh ich the road should be built; that the project was 

of c;reat importr..nce not only to this country but to the \1.rhole 

v1orld; nnd that, considerinc; the vast amount of 1mblic lands 

at the disposal of Cons ress, the amount asked for was not suf-

ficient to excite surprise. It was on Breese's motion that the 

memorial was ref erred to the Co mmit tee on Public Lands of v;hi ch 

h th , . 7 e wn.s ... e cna1rman. 

:Se sides the ','/h i tney project, two oth8r plans for a corn.mun-

ication with the Pacific ~ere presented to this session of Cong-

ress in memorials. One ~as the plRn of George Wilkes, ~ho was 

10ter ,g_ pror;iinent New York jo1irn2l ist. At this time \~Jilkes was 

only 26 years old and still young in his journalist care(~r~ 

Sometime in 1845, after Whitney's plan had been put be-

fore Consress the first time, Wilkes published a book, "The 

7. C.G. 29-1, p.414. 

8. Appleton's Cyclopedia of American Biog rRphy,vol.VI, 
p.509. 
There is R biographic~l sketch of Wilkes also in the 
~7ashincton Historical Quarterly' Seattl e:Vhishingt on 
University State Historicnl Soc~ety). vol.V,p.3 
J anu:1ry, 1914. 
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History of Oret;on, Geogral)hical r .. nd political, 11 in the pref-

ace o f v.: hi ch he s aid : " The pro j e ct o f a Nation a 1 Ra i 1 Ho ad 

across the continent, thoubh generally denounced 2 .. s visionary 

and irn1Jracticable, has lone; been the author's favorite idea, 

and lie claims for it that attention which every scheme deserves 

from its opv:e ers. It was not his intent ion to Rdvance it as 

early as the present time, but the r~pid progress of e~ents has 

precipitated his design, and a similar proposal from another 

so-:_lrce, ha :·~. inclucad him to bring .it forward now, principally 

from an appr~ehension that the t,r andest scheme the world ever 

e:-:tertained, mP.y be prostituted to the selfish interests of a 
10 

private corporation." 

Part of the book is a "Proposal for a National Railroad 

from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 1111 The c-tuthor discusses at 
i •") 
..1. tJ 

length and "by philosophical irn1uiry" the necessity of a com-

munication with Oreson, the importance of the Oriental commerce, 

and the adapt ability of tLe Pncific to steam navigation. He 

proposes a route to run from Chicago along the 42nd parallel 

to South Pass 11 throuc; h the Rocky hlountains and into Oregon, 11 

and estimates the length of the road at 2500 miles. The cost 

he estimates at ~ 58,250,000, to be raised and appropriated by 

Concress, under whose direction the road is to be built. He 

argues that the objects of the road are national; that by its 

9 .. 

10. 
11. 

12. 

George ~ilkes,The History of Orec bn,Geos raphical and 
political.(New York:l345)128 pp. 
Reprinted in the Washin~ton Historical Quarterly, be-
e;inninc: in vol. I ,no. l ,~n c1 end inc in 'Tol. V ,no .1 
7q ~ hington liistorical Quartorly,vol.I,p.92 (October,1906) 
Ibid vol.II,uu.88-96,184-192,277-282. 

' -~ .L Ibid,vol.II,p.88 . 

1 .1 -. 
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transactions it will have an import~nt bearing upon foreign 

relations; and that the undertaking is too sigantic for indi-

viduals. Iioreover, to allow the road to be built by private 

enterprise with government aid ~ould be to create a monopoly 

li able to the most dnnt_Serous abuses, to unjustly confer great 

wealth upon individuals, and to run the risk of having a con-

trolling interest in the stock held by Great Britain. 

Wilkes's whole plan is very simple: let the g overnment 

built the road. He sugt;ests no definite plt-m for accomplishing 

the work but writes on and on for pRges in an exceedincly ver-

bose way. 

Wil kes put his plan before Congress in a memorial which 

was presented in the House December 29, 1 845 by William B. Ma-

clay of New York, and which was referred to the Committee on 
17> 

Roads and Canals. J:'he part of the memorial which is printed 

vi"i th the report of the Committee is an extract from his "Pro-
14 

posal 11 in the "History of uree;on. 11 

The other plan presented was that of Robert Mills, an 

architect and engineer of Washington, who seems all the time to 

have been ad. voca tine; sor'1c sort of a scheme for something v.ri th 

Ereat earnestness but without very mt1ch careful consideration 

of practicability~ His memorial was presented to the House of 

Representatives February 18, 1846 by Robert Smith of Illinois 

and it also, was referred to the Co~nittee on Ro~ds and Canals. 

On i;:arch ~~7th the memorial \'m P ordered printed on the recommen-

13. HJ. 29-1, serial 479, p.169. 
14 . ~~ D-1, H. rp. ?'73, serial 491, pp. 37-47. 



16. 

15 
of the Committee. The Uills pl~n is not for a railroad but 

for a paved roadway with trackf·j in it for the wheels of steam 

carria~es which are to be used upon it. The road is to be wide 

so that ordin8ry vehicles may use it also. The author claims 

to be t h e first to have su~cested a railroad communication with 

the ?acific, h~. vin(; advocRted a railroad between the 11 navi gable 

waters of the noble river disemboguins into each ocean, 11 in a. 

work on interna l b :1JroVEHnent published in 1819. Now, however, 

he is convinced of the superiority of this ir_ri proved roadway for 

steam carriages over railroads. Too, this sort of road can be 

built for .;;5 ,OOO a r:1ile as at; a inst ~?22 ,000 a rr: ile for a rail-

road. He considers various routes but c;ives the preference to 

a route west from the mouth of the Platte river to the "south-

'Nest pass 11 and on to the h 0 ad of steamboat nnv ie;a ti on on the 

Columbia. From this road, a bnmch may go to California. He 

would go further ~outh still, however, and declares that the 

shortest and best route across the continent is from the head 

of steam navigation on the Rio del Norte to the head of steam 

n avigation on the river Hiagui, which empties into the Pacific. 

This road would be only 300 miles lont; and for building an im-

proved roadway upon this route, the cost would be only ~pl,500,000. 

The only trouble is that the route for the most part runs 

through ~ ; ·~exi can territory. 

In addition to these rnern.orials of Vlhitney, Wilkes, A.nd 

I<ills, which advocated some certain pl2,n for a commurLication, 

at least 19 memorials for a railroad an~ 1 for a nRtional road 

15. H.J. ,20-1,serial 47 0 ,p.430;C.G. ,29 -1,p.400 
ll .J,29-1,serial 4? 0 ,p.605; C.G. ,29-1,~.562. 
Printed, 29-1,II.doc.173,serial 485,27 pp. 



16 
to the Pacific were presented to Congress in this session. 

Of the 19 memorials or petitions presented in the House 8 ,all 

cominL from citizens of Ohio, asked for a railroad from the 

~ .:issouri ri·ver to the Pacific ocean; 6, 4 from Indiana, 1 from 

i?. 

l'iew York, and l from Laine, for n. railroad from the 11.Hssi~?ippi 

river to the mouth of the Columbia; 2, from Indiana, a national 

railroad to Oree;on; 1, from New York, for a railroad from the 

Atlantic to the Pacific; 1, from a certain Peter von Schmidt 

of liissouri, was for a railroad from St. Louis to the navigable 

waters of the Columbia; and 1, from Belmont county, Ohio, asked 

for a srant of lands for th8 construction of a railroad from 

Lake Michisan to Oregon. This last one was probably in favor 

of Whitney's project. It is the only one, so far as I have 

found, presented during this session of Cone;ress, which seems 

likely to have been definitely in support of the 1.Vhi tney plan. 

The other memorials seem to have sup~ orted no cert~=dn plc=m, but 

to h2.ve been the result of the desire which existed, especially 

in the western states, for some sort of a meRns of in ~ ercourse 

with the Pacific coast. All of these memori~ls pres ented in 

the House excepting three were referred to the Committee on 

f\oads and Canqls, to which the Wilkes and :;,Jiills memorials were 

also referred. Three went to the Committee on Territories. The 

Dne memorial which was for a :Ci0.-i:,ional road was from citizens of 

Indiana and a;;;ked for a road from tho Lii ss iss ip .Ui river to the 

Columbia. It v1as presented in the Senate by Edward A. Harring-

an of Indiana, and was referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 

16. A list of these memorials is to be found in the appenclix. 
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the same Committee which had Whitney's memorial for cotisidera-

tion. '.7hile it is impossible to 17.: novv from the notice of it in 

the ~enate Journal (and none of these memorials were ordered 

printed) it is probable that it was a duplicate of one of the 

memorials which was presented in the House. 

Senator Benton had not yet, in this session, conceived 

the idea of the future importance of the r~ilroad across the 

continent as the 11 route to Indin.." In a speech on the Oregon 

question, he declared in .the Senate, May 28,1846, that while a 

more s outhernroute would be the traveling road to Oregon, 11 com-

merce will take the water line of their (Lewis and Clark's) re-

turn, crossing the Rocky Mountains in latitude 47, through the 

North Pass ... this will be the route of commerce to the end of 
l? time." And hif3 opinion vias lare;ely adopted by one of the 

two corrff·~ i ttees of Conrsress to u1hich the railroad question had 
18 

been referred which took any action upon the subject. 

July 13, Robert Smith of Illinois, from the Committee on 

n.oads and C2.nr-:i.ls, reported to the House a bill (No. 513) to nro-
.. 

vi de for a survey o:t' the Upper tiissouri, Columbia, and C1~rk: .s ! 

rivers, ~:md the north pClss across the Rocky 1 .. ·1ount2.ins. The bill 

was read a first and second time and corm!li tted to the Cornrn i ttees 
19 

of the ~hole House, where it stayed without action. The mem-

bers of this Corrirriittee besides the clrnirman Vi/ere: Henry D .. 

Foster of Pennsylvania, Linn Boyd of Kentucky, Meredith P. 

Gentry of Tennessee, John S. Pendleton of Virgir:.ia, :blias B. 

17. C.J. ,20-1, p.910. 
18. 1.i.1 he House Com:--ni ttee on Territories m8.de no report 

on the three memorials on the subject referred to it. 
19. H.J. ,29-1, serial 479,p.1073. 
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Eol~es of New York; J ohn Strohm of Pennsylvania; Hezekiah 
no 

~.7illiams of ~·.i .:~_ ine; Williar!1 S. 1- ~ illor of bew Yorf:C. The report 

·which they sent in \'J i th the bill has a number of interesting 

.... 81 
poin~s. 

In the first place, the Committee declared that the con-

sti tutionr=i~l por;er of Conc ress "to construct a thoroughfare from 

a point \'J8f)t of t he state of I.:is f~curi to the mouth of the Colum-

bia river, for mili t8r:/ , for lrnst office, and for co runercial 

The r ep ort then declnred tlv~t the re was no ciuestion as to 

the importance o f American cornnerce and trade in the Pacific 

ocean and that while 11 the prudent and sobRr-minded wo uld,prob-

e.bly, be 1mv.rilling to see the revenues or the property of the 

nation pledgecl, or in ~uiy wise _Q_Q~1m_i_!,_ted to the construction 

of a c ost ly r c=t. ilro ad of some 2,800 or 3,000 miles in lenc th, 

stretching 0cross VRst uninhRb ited prairies and lofty mo untains, 

involvin~ an originRl outlay of at least a hundred n illions of 

doll a rs, and a lar8e annual cost for superintendence and repa irs, 

it is believe rl they would ch ee rfully assist to open an eligible 

avenue, if one co uld be assured a t a smal l cost camp Rred with 
23 

t he obj e ct f; ou L;ht to be re -=-~lized. 11 But, to 11 build a rail-

road from Independence, on the l·!is s~mri river, or from the 

shores of Lake ~<ichigan, a cross the V8.s t intervening plains 

and rnoun tqins, to the mo uth of the Columbia river, desir~ble 

as the a c co mp 1 i s hrr. en t o f the ob j e ct c e rt 2 in 1 y i s , c o. nn o t • • • be 

20. H.J.,2~~1,serial 4'79 
21. 29-1, li.rp.773, s e ri a l 4gi. 48 l)P • 
22. Ibid, p.l 
23. 2 ·;j-l, E .rp ?'73, serial 49 1' p.l 



consistently reco!T:Viended at this ~~4 
ti r~~e. 11 For the present, at 

lenst, the n:i.ilrond is entirely iMiH'acticable. And, bcu:;ing its 

opinion upon Fremont's reports, the Committee believes that its 

practicability nt a l r:.ter time is exceedir:.gly questionable. "It 

, may serio~sly be doubted whether the great distance, the great 

altitude, ar~d the severe cold of several months of each year, 

20. 

can be so f~r overcome as to allow of the prosecution of A larc e 

2,nd profitable tr8.ffic between the inhabitants of Ore g on and of 

the IIississipp i va J.ley. 11 If any method of comnunic a tion is prac-

ticable it is th~t su~c;ested by Colonel Benton, n nd the bill 

which the cornrnittee reports is for nn examination into the feas-

i bi 1 i ty of his sue;g e st ion that the 1 .. Ii ss ouri be irr.proved as far 

up as Great Falls, a road opened across the 150 miles to Clark's 

bn:mch and that river and the Columbia also improved. "If this 

route, upon examination, proves l!!.!.2f~Q~icab1_s:, the committee 

£jreatly fear that a cheap, safe, and speedy comrr:unication with 

our possessions upon the Pacific, throu c;h the terrii~!::..!_~.§_we_ 

Q~~-~wn, rn?..y not reasoncibly be expected to be obtained for many 
•:)5 -,e·:. rs 11 (-J .;,1 u. • 

'.'/ar with l<exico had already been £Oinr::; on since l~ay 13, 

tDo months. It is to be feared that the members· of the Co~mittee 

would hArdly have deemed it necessary to try seriously to over-

come the difficulties of openine; a communication with the Pacif-

ic throush the territories we then owned. 

Senator Benton's ideas are e:; iven much space in the a:ppcn-

dix to the report. ~e find in the ap pendix, also> notes of J.J. 

29~1,H.rp.??3,serial 491 
25. Ibidtp.6 . 
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Abert of the Bureau of TopoGraphical EnB in~ers, in which he sug-

gests two possible routes for a railroad to Oregon, one starting 

fror:1 the r1outh of the "Kanzas 11 river and the other from the mouth 

of the ';~'hi te E2.rth River, both crosr:inG the mountains throut:;h 

S outh Pnss and follo'·;int:; Lev.: is' s br2.nch to the Colur:ibia. /\bert 

e st i m~ t e s the c o s t of the r o a cl Rt , at 1 ea st , ~? 4 4 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , and 

notes th::lt California rnic;ht probRbly be bout;ht and a railroad 

from the Rio del I-lorte be made for less th2.n half this amount. 

Ile, too, does not . seriously pl~:.u1 for a ndlroacl through the terri-

tory 'Se then owned, but says that it 11 is doubted if the kno'.·Jledge 

of the country is sufficient at tr.is time to decide upon the 

best route, or whe ther our present possesf.ions admit of a choice 

of the best. 

"From the navit;G.ble waters of the hio del Norte of Texas 

to the bay of California is about 450 miles. We know but little 

of the interrnedi n.te country, nor hA.ve we a ri ght to pass over 

it, but it is evident th~t should this riGht ever be obtained, 

and a roacl be rriade in thc:.t locality, the one from the Eissouri 

or from the II ississippi would become 26 comparatively useless." 

The i deas presented in this r eport ~ere very probably 

those or· :nost of the members of Congress at this ·time. 

On July 31, however, Sidney Breese, also of Illinois, 

hairman of the Senate Co~rnittee on Public Lands, brought in from 

that committee the first bill to carry out '.7h itr.Ley's proJect (S. 

246) . . 2? and a report supporting it. The members of the Committee 

~hich reported the bill, besides Breese, were William 7ool -

26. 29-1, H.rp.773, serinl 491. p.~4 
27. S.J. ,29-1, serial 4f,39. p.461; C.G. ,2D-l, p.1171. 
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briclc;e of I:ichit;3.n, Chester Ashley of Arlrnns 8.S, James T. More-

head of Kentucky, ancl Joseph 'N. Chn.lmers of l :ississippi. Three 

out of the five of this committee were from southern states while 

six out of the nine of the House Gomci t tee which had re po rt ed 

acainst the rnilroad were from northern states. It would seem 

thRt this early anyway, the attitude to~ard Whitney's plan was 

not sectional. The bill hnd been partly read before the Senate 

when Denton interrupted, sayinc th0.t he thou(Sht it wrong to oc-

cupy the time of the Senate with such a project and that he 

"would not be creatly surprised to f>ee persons soon corning for-

ward an.cl offering to tPJrn the governm0nt off their h:=i.nds .?..l to-

cether.11 Breese declared that the bill was reported after care-

ful consideration of the proposition by the Committee; that the 

subject was new but important and that the facts set forth in 

the report shov;ed that it could be accomplished; thP.ct, while 

the bill miGht be open to objections, it co~ld be perfected; 

and th2,t a bi 11 of such importance should not be condemned v1 i th-

ou t consider8.tion. Benton repli8d i.hat the idea was absurd and. 

ridiculous and the plan proposed imptlldent. Chalmers said that 

he had concurred in the presentrltion of the bill .to the f)enate, 

bec~use, ~lthough he did not approve the plan, he was willing 

that the facts should be put before the people. The discuss-

ion was continued for a stort time between Benton, Breese, Chal-

mers, rlool bridce, who defended the plan,_ and t:orehead, who want-

ed the report printed. Benton moved that the subject be laid 

upon the table until the next day, but the ~otion was lost. 



The re port was 28 then ordered printed. 

The lon~ report dnclares that the power of Consress over 

territories makes this bill plainly constituti on2.l o nd then goes 

23. 

ahead to set forth in detail the arguments f or the road and for 

the Whitney plan: the ro-l~ te is prRcticable; the me a ns proposed 

for the work are adequate; the road will s reatly increase the 

value of all the public lands, promote acriculture and manufact-

ure, effect the development of the mineral resources of the 

country, c; roatly incre a se internnl trade and commerce in the 

whole co Lmtrs and. commerce with l\sia, develop the i:1ari time and 

c o in:r: er c i a 1 po v.re r of the country in the Paci f i c , be a g re a t h i g h-

way of nations and consequently a source of income to the govern-

men t Clnd a moans of im1)8.rt i ng the 1 i be ral lJri r..cipl es of our e;ov-

ernment to other countries, and stren[; then the union in a noral, 

po 1 i t i cal , ?.n d mi l i ta ry w a :J • ·:1 i thou t the r o fl d 0 re c on w i 11 de v e 1-

op i11to an independent and dans erously powerful strlte. The re-

port t~1en cliscusses at 8reat lenc th the commercial possibilities 

of all the Oriental countries. The I ~ iss ouri ani Colunbia river 

route is not suited to conrnerce because of the trc.;,r.shipments 

required and the obstacles to navisation. The arguments for 

the plan are sur:m1ecl up in conclusion an d the project recommend-

ed nto the attentive consid.ern,tion of the national leGislature 

and of the country at l ar ge." There is little argums nt for the 

plcm that is new in the report, but the·discussion is thorough 

and full, and the report was of Ereat importance in the 12ter 

28. S.J. ,29-1, serial 469, p.461; C.G,29-1, 
1) t · 4 d no 1 ,... ri 0 L2_ ,...., -:::o c • ·· 1 1.epor pr1nue , 1.,,-, - _._, 0. , ... c. _oo, .::> er 11 
I~lso in Sidney Ereese, Early History of 

(C ll icc..co,1381-t). l\ pr)endix, pp.303-363. 
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consideration of the subject. 

The bill whi c~1 the Commit tee rop orted d.i d not come up for 

consideration agnin, and nothins more was done about the Whitney 

project in this session. 

Ifor was anythinr; of ;nuch importrrnce accomplished in the 

2nd ses~3ion of the 2~)th Con~jress. No memorir-tl from 1}hi tney 1.vas 

presented in ei th.-:;r hous e, and r..lthouc;h a number of memorials 

for a Pacific railroad were presented to Congress, no report 

was made upon the subject. 

The memorials are of considerable interest because of the 

increase in the number of them and because of those which were 

presented in favor of Whitney's plan. It is almost impossible 

to tell the exact number of different memorials presented since 

the notices are so meager that one cannot kno\~: which Rre dupli-

cates of those presented in the other house. There sees to 

h~ve been 16 memorials presented in the House of Representatives 

in favor of the Whitney pl o.n: 6 from Penns~rl v ania ( 5 of the El 

from Philadelphia), 7 from Ohio, 2 from New York, and 1 from 

Iovm.. In the Senate there v1ere 15 which appear to be in fav-

or of WLitney's project, of whi~h 9 were probably duplicates 

of memorials presented in the Louse. The geo3raphical distri-

bution was very much the s0r~.e as in the House. 8 memorials 

\'.Jere presented in the Senate, all from Uew York, and 5 in the 

House; ~~ from New 'fork, (1 of the n with. 1300 signers;, 1 from 

i3uffalo, l from :f=' hiladelphia, and 1 from Des l;~oi:J.es, Iowa, in 

~mp l) or t of (i e ore e ·\!·1 i l k es ' s p 1 an . 7 he re i s a 1 so a not i c e o f 1 

petition in the House, fror~ Ohio, for an appropriation of 
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ic. In each house, pnrt of these memorials ~ere referred to 

the Coi::--,mi ttee on Public Lands and p2.rt to the CornE:i ttee on ~oads 

r:~nd C·' E?..l s. One nemorial from citizens of New York, which 

the Globe says wr.,s thirty feet lonL'.:, was presented in the Sen-

ate by Senator Dix and asked that no proposition appropriating 

lmh 1 i c l :..nd for the cons t ruction of a rai lro2.d to the Pn. c if i c 

mi ght receive the sc..nction of Congress, but that the public 

lands rnic;ht be open freely to settlement by any citizen. This 

menorial 1.·1ent to the Co nm:i t tee 29 on Fu bl i c Lar~ds. 

The rnerr.orials sent in in favor of Whi tr~ey 1 s plan are very 

certainly the result of e.dclres~; es which Whitney wn.s making ov-

er the country explP-ininc his project. He seems to have bec;un 

this a~ itation seriously between the close of the 1st and the 

begin~ing of the 2nd session of the 29th Consress. During Oc-

tober, l ·~OVGmber, and :iJecenber of 1846, he addressed public 

mcotint~s in Cindnnati, Pi ttsbure;, Louisville, ~H.Louis, Terre 

iT~1uto, Indianapoli~), Dayton, Columbus, Wheelins;, and PhilRdel-

phia and probably in other places. All of the meetinGs passed 
':\Q 

resolutions supportins his project.~ This agitation ~hitney 

kept up more or less continuously during the years his plan 

was before Con:.=::ress, and it undoubtedly accounts in lart_Se meas-

ure for the Jn(-lny mer10rials which were sent to Cone;ress in his 

support. 

28. Jee the lists in the appendix. 
29. S.J. 29-2, serial 402, p.213; C.G~ ,29-2, p.462. 
3 O • As 11. \ '/h i t ne y , A Pro lj e ct f or n He i 1 r o a cl t o the Pac i f i c . 

(Hew York,1849)pp.98-105. 



George Wilkes's plan was again presented to Congress, 

December 21, by Senator Dix, December 22, by Representative 

Maclay, and again December 28, by Miller, all of New York. 

This memorial asked that a national railroad b~ constructed 

from the Missouri river to the Pacific ocean. In the Senate 

it was referred to the Committee on Public Lands and in the 
31 

House to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

December 22, Senator James Semple of Illinois, who in the 

preceding session had brought in the bill to establish a post 

route from Independence to the Pacific, introduced into the 

26 

Senate a resolution instructing the Committee on Roads and Can-

als to inquire into the expediencey of incorporating a company 

to construct a railroad from some point on the Missouri river, 

west of the limits of the State of Missouri, to the mouth of 

the Columbia river. This resolution was considered by unanimous 
32 consent and agreed to. 

One other plan came before this session. January 18,1847, 

Elias B.Hol~es,of New York, laid before the House the petition 

of Doctor Hartwell Carver of Rochester,New York,praying for a 

charter authorizing him and his associates to : bUild a railroad 

from Lake Michigan to the Pacific ocean,and proposing to build 

the road for the government for a grant of land twenty miles 

in width on each side of the road. This memorial was referred 
33 

to the ConITTittee on Roads and Canals. Haney says that 

Carver's "right to the distinctio: ~ of being the first to formu-

late any definite scheme for a Pacific railway seems rather 

31.S.J.29-2,serial 492,p.57;C.G.,29-2,p.54 
H.J.29-1,serial 496,pp.85,09. 
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':'L 
clear. 110 - However that ~ay be, Ca rver did not present his 

plan to Congress u:'ltil two ~rears a.fter W:: itney had presented 

his, and it TIOuld seem to be an Rttempt to improve Whitney's 

plan. 

None of the four committees to v:hich these various mernor-

in.ls and plans were refer:red submitted a report on the subject. 

The r:rnmbership of the Senate Cornmittee on Public Ln.nds and of 

the House Cor;:mitteA on Roads and Canals was still very much the 

same as in the precedinc; ses;::.ion, and the reports me.de in that 

ses~~~ ion probably still represented the opinion of these two com-

rni t tees. The Senate Com:ni t tee on Ho ads 0.n d Cana 1 s was composed 

of Edward J\. rfann ec;n.n of Indi ana, Hopkins L. Turney of Tennessee, 

Thomas Corwin of Ghio, Sam ilouston of Texas and Jari.1es T. Eore-
,,. . 35 head of l\.entucky. The House Co rnrnittee on Public Lands had 

me mbers from Illinois, Indiana, Verr:-,ont, l iichigan, Fiew York, 
- . 36 Ohio, t:issouri, New Jersey, and Pennsyl van1R. It seer.1s that 

in no part of the country was there any strong opinion in fav-

or of a Pacific railroad on any plan. 

Near the close of this ConEress, however, the first reso-

lutions of the series of those passed by state legislRtures 

ap p rovi1~ the ~hitney plan were presented. These resolutions 

were passed by the lesisl2, ture of Indiana January 28, 1847. 

They v;ere presented in the Senate, ?ebruri. r./ 25, by ~3enator Br.~ight 

and in the house, Februnry 26, by Thomas ~)mi th. In the House 

they were laid on the table and in the Serrte they were read and 
37 

o rcle red printed. 

34. Haney, Conc; res:~; ional History of Re-i 11.vays to 1850, p. 403. 
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III. The 30th Congress. 

The 1st session of the 30th Congress opened December 6, 

1847. Beginning with this Congress, there is a gradual but 

marked increase in the attention given to Pacific Railroad plans. 

In the beginning this was probably the result largely of Whit-

ney's agitation but his influence was soon replaced by what 

were, of course, the great causes of the growing interest-the 

discovery of gold in California, January 24,1848,and the acqui-

sition of California by the Treaty with Mexico which the Senate 

ratified March 10,1848. 

Whitney's third memorial was presented in the Senate,Jan-

uary 17,1848,by Alpheus Felch of Michigan. It was referred to 
1 

the Committee on Public Lands and ordered printed. Over two 

months later, on March 27, the memorial was presented in the 

house of Representatives by James Pollock of Pennsylvania and 
2 

referred to a select committee. 

There is little that is really new in this memorial but 

the plan is more definitely worked out than in the two earliet 

·papers. The strip of land 60 miles wide from Lake Michigan to · 

the Pacific coast is to be set apart for building the railroad. 

No land is to be turned over to Whitney to sell until he has 

compl~ed the first 10 miles of the road from his own resources. 

Then he is to receive ~- of the 1 and along the completed 

part. This process is to be repeated to the end of the first 

l.S.J.,30-1,serial 502,p.112;C.G.30-l,p.182 
Printed,30-1,S.misc.doc.28,serial 511,? pp.Also in 
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2.H.J. ,30-1,serial 513,p.620; C·G.,30-1,p.604 
Comnittee appointed April 6. H.J.30.1,serial 513,p.655. 
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800 miles of the road. The rest of the land is then to be 

sold and the money held as a fund for completing the road to 

the coast. Whitney is to pay the government a reduced price 

to be set in the bill for the land wh en the road is near com-

pletion. DurinB the period of construction and until the road 

has proved itself succes s ful and self-supportinG, the government 

is to hold all surplus land. and money to insure the completion 

and operation of the road. After that, the road and machinery 

and the surplus land and money are to be lone; to \Vhi tney and 

his he irs, but Congress is to have the power to fix the tolls, 

subject, of course, to the nAcessity of raising enough to meet 

the expenses of the road, and to regulate the transportation 

of mails, troops, ::md other gove r nment property. The length 

of the road is now estimated at 2,0~30 miles and the cost at 

~60,600,000, a little more than the sum which Whitney figures 

the l and sale \'Jill bring in. The rnemorial contains comparison 

of distFLnces betvrnen ~urope and Asin. by present routes and by 

the railroad and cleclR.res the railroad will mal~e the whole world 

tributary to us, and repe nts other orc;urnGnts already c;iven for 

t h e r o ad. : :ost ernphe ... tically does 'Nh i tney declare the necess-

i ty of irnnedi 8. te action u1)on the plan: 11 but if the commence-

ment ir; delr>,yed even for a few Emnths, the land on the first 

part of the route (on which nl1 depends) will be so far taken 

up 8.S to defeat it f orever 11
• 

In conclusion, ::~'hi tney aee,in recounts his devotion to 

the task and the procress he has rr.acle, sayint; that his "plan 
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has now been before the public more than three years, and the 

expression throughout the country is universally in its favor; 

and the press has, almost without exception, urged its adoption, 

and the legislatures of twelve states, by almost unan~mous vote, 

have passed resolutions approving and declaring it 'the only 

feasible plan by which this great work can be accomplished.'" 

Resolutions of the Legislature of Indiana approving 

Whitney's plan had been laid before the last session of the 29th 

Congress. During the 1st session of the 30th Congress, similar 

resolutions were presented from the following 14 states: New 

York, Rhode Island,Maine,Connecticut,Tennessee, Alabama,Geor-

gia, Illinois, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Maryland, 
3 

Ohio, and Vermont. Favorable resolutions were also passed by 
+ 5 the Senate of Michigan and by the Senate of New Hampshire. The 

resolutions are all very similar, citing the importance of the 

railroad, especially as a highway of world commerce, and declar-

ing that the Whitney plan io the only practicable one. The mem-

bers of the Kentucky Lesislature are not wholly convinced of 

the feasibility of any Pacific railroad scheme but declare that 

they" know of no plan less obnoxious to objection that the appropri-

~. See list with dates and references in appendix. Most 
of these resolutions were laid on the table. 

4. 31-1,H.rp.140,p.62,serial 583. 
5. Ibid. The failure of the House of Representatives of 

New Hampshire to pass the resolutions is explained in 
this way in the statement which accompanies the Senate 
resolutions:ttone gentleman of the House of Representa-
tives having taken ground calculated to give the pro-
ject a party tendency,Mr.Whitney at once requested the 
stay of further proceedings." 
The Robinson report and Whitney's pamphlet both imply 
that favorable resolutions were passed by the whole 
leo-islature of Michigan but the Pollock report gives 0 . only the Michigan Senate in its list. The resolutions 
must have passed only the Senate, else they would have 
been presented to Coneress. 



31. 

at ion of pub lie lands noy: unproductive and inaccessible." 6 

~h itney had addressed most, if not all, of these leeia-

latures. He seems to have turned his efforts to this work 

with the state c;overnments r:lther t.han to general public agita-

tion durinc the fall of 1847 and the spring of 1848, for we 

find that as these resolutions are being passed there is a de-

cree,se in the nun: ber of private rne~n orials in his support sent to 

Consress. Durinc this session but 5 memorials for his project 

were presente l , all in the House; 4 were from Ohio, 1 from Ver-

mont ·, 3 were ref erre d to the Corn;ni t tee on Ho ads n.nd Cana 1 s and 

2 to the select comrni ttee on \'/hi tney' s memorial. There is an-

other evidence, however, that public attention was directed to 

'. Vh itney's project. 4 memorials were presented in opposition to 

it. Of these, 3 came from \Hsconsin, and 1 from Wheeling, Vir-

cinia; 2 were presented in the Senate, l of them referred to 

the CoM~ ittee on Public Lands and 1 to a select coMnittee 

on the Whitney project appointed June 27 (see below); and 2 in 

the House, of which 1 went to the Committee on Roads and Canals 

an cl 1 to the f) e 1 e ct co r:l~'l i t t e e . 7 

Robert Hills now had c::mother plan. In a memorial present-

ed in the House of He pres ento. ti ves Jarnw .. ry 17,1848 by Freder-

ich P. St anton of Tennessee, and in the Senate February 15, by 

Anbrose H. Sevier of Arkansas, he proposes to open cornrr.unication 

6. 30-1, H. misc. doc.55, serial 523 

7. See lists in appendix. 



with the Pacific by building a telegraph line from Laredo, on 

the Rio Grande, 700 miles above the Gulf, to the Gulf of Cali-

fornia. Then he says: 11 The route of the Rio Grande is one of, 

if not the most important point of communication with the Pacif-

ic that could be presented f<)r adoption, whether regarded for its 

economy or its domestic va.lue, from its beinc in our midst, where 

every step of the route would ecl1ance the value of the public 

and private lands throush or near which it would pass-a route 

that would be open all tho year round, and, passinB through a 

high and healthy re s ion, would be soon filled by an enterpris-

ing, in~ustrious population, and thus secure for all purposes 

or commerce and personal travel; for there is no question but 

that a pormanent ro§:_si_~ay would soon follow the telegraphic 

line, and thus the tide of immigration would set in this direct-

ion, and the whole country be soon popul~tei, and commerce spre ~ d 

its sails from our side of the Pacific, far over its placid sur-

face, to c;ether rich harvests from foreic;n lands." The road 

v; o u 1 d be opened by ind iv i du a 1 en t e r prise . In the me mo r i a 1 , 

I<ills takes no consideration of the fact that tho route he ad-

vacates lies entirely in Mexican territory. 

The memorial was referred in the House to the Comrr.i ttee 

on Post Office 7and Post Eoads, and in the Senate it was referred 

to the Committee on the Library and ordered printed. The form-

er Committee was discharged from further consideration of the 

memorial and it was laii on the table, March 29. The Senate 

Committee on the Library, to whom it was referred on motion of 

Sevier, and for which reference there is no apparent reason un-



less it be that this Committee was made up of southern men 

(?earce of >1a.ryland, l'~Iason of Virginia, an:l :Javis of Mississ-

. . '8 h lppl) whom Sevier t ought would favor the route proposed, 

made no revert on hlills seems to have been of very 

sliEht importance in the development of the Pacific railroad 

movement. 

Hartwell Carver brousht his scheme again before Congress 

in this session. January 27, 1848, the memorial of Carver and 

his associates for a charter "for a railroad from some point on 

Lake La chi8an to the Pacific ocean, with two different ternina-

tions on the Pacific, with a donation of land sufficient for the 

width of the road, stone, timber, and iron ore, and coal for 

constructing the road, from any land now belonging or may here-

after belons to the Government, before said road shall be com-

pleted, 11 was presented in the House by Elias B. Holmes of New 
10 

York and referred to the CoLlmi ttee on Hoads anr.l Canals. April 

28, this Coomittee was discharged from further consideration of 

the memorial and it was referred to the select committee on the 
11 

Whitney memorial. Bay 3, Carver's memorial for a charter 

was again laid before the P~ouse, by Dudley liarvin of New York, 
l C) _(',J 

and referred to the Cornrdttee on Hoads and Canals. 

Geo:r.c;e ·:Hlkes sent to this ses[:ion a memorial prayin[S 

Con:3rcss to adopt measures for the construction of a nc:tional 

railroad from the Lissouri river (instead of Lake Eichigan, the 

8. S.J.,30-1, serial 502, p.48. 
9. H.J. ,30-1 ,serial 513,pp.247,626. C.G. ,30-1,p.549. 

S.J.,30-1,serial 502,p.175. C.G.30-1,p.361. 
l:emorial printed,30-1,S.misc.doc.51,serial 511,7 pp.l map. 

10. H.J.30-1,serial 513,p.306. C.G. ,30-1,p.264. 
11. H~J. ,30-1, s~rial 513,p.746. 
12. Ibid, p.758 



termim1s he proposed before) to the Pacific. His memorial was 

presented in the Senate by Daniel S.Dickenson of New York on 
13 February 9 and referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals: 

and in the House, February 16, by William B.Maclay of New York, 

and referred to the Corn r·i ttee on Public Lands;4 This latter 

committee was discharged from further considere.tion of the me-

morial April 26, and it was referred to the select committee 
15 

on Whitney's plan. 

Four other memorials concerning a Pacific railroad were 

presented to Congress in this sesr,ion. 1, from Benjamin S. 

34. 

Henning praying the aid of the government in exploring the route 

of a proposed railroad between the Mississippi river and the Pa-

cific ocean, was presented in the Senate March 27,1848 by John 

A.Dix of New York,and was referred to the Committee on Post Of-
16 

fice and Post Roads. Of the other three, all pres Gnted in the 

House, l,from an Iowa City meeting, petitioned for a railroad 

from the Mississippi to the Pacific, l,from Charles B.Collins, 

of Chicago, for a railroad from the Missouri river to the Pacif-

ic; and 1, from John Plumbe, of Boston, for a railroad from 

Lake Michigan to the Pacific. All three went to the Committee 
17 

on Roads and Canals. 

The House select committee on Whitney's memorial,appoint-

ed March 28,was made up of the following men: James Pollock of 

Pennsylvania,Robert Toombs of Georgia,Robert McClelland of 

Michigan, Henry W.Hilliard of Alabama, James Dixon of Connecti-

13. S.J.,30-1,serial 502, p.160,C.G.,30-1,p.32? 
14. H.J. ,30-1,serial 513,p.423 
15. Ibid,p.726. 
16. S.J.,30-1,serial 502,p.235,C.G.,30-l,p.540. 
17. See list in appendix. 
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cut, ~. Venable of North CRrolina, John L. Taylor of 

Ohio, ·:~'illir:i~rr: B .. :t:aclay of New York, and Joseph A. Woodward of 
,.... ~ h ,~ 1 . 18 
.::JOU 1., varo ina. Uay 3, KcClelland, from this committee, re-

ported a bill (H.E.No.468) to carry out the ~Yhitney project. 

The bill was read ~ first and second time and referred to the 

Committee of the ~hole House. 19 June 23, Pollock, the chair-

ln::)Il of the committee, brouc;ht in a report to accompany the bill, 

and the report was also referred to the Committee of the Whole 
20 

and vvas ordered printed. No further i-1Ction was taken upon the 

project in the House in this session. 

The report opens ~ith ~his par~graph: 

"T he proposition, at first vie w, is a startling one. The 

magnitude of the work its e lf, and the still greater and more mag-

nificent results promised by its accomplish~.ent, that of revo-

lutionizing, r'lorally and coF11·;ercially, if no t politically, a 

greater part of the habitable c lobe, and makinc the vast com-

rnerce of the world tributary to us, almost overwhelms the mind. 

But your cor~:mi ttee, on exn.mination, find it a :·n:hject as simple 

as it is v 2.s t and rnat;nif:Lcent, G.nd see no insurmountab}_e diffi-

cult ies in t he '!lay of its succesf>ful accornplish111ent. 11 

It then e;ives a brief str~~ternent of the plan, emphr-:i.sizing 

t he fG.ct thn.t the only question qor:.;:;ress needs to decide is 

\'.1hether it is expe hent for it to sell the public land at a re-

duced price for the purpose of buildinc the railroad, since 

-~,he constitutional Dow .::; r to do thi~.; is unde.n±iable ... Next ... . 

18. H.J.30-1,serial 513,p.655.C·G.30-l,p.604,The H.J.names 
19. n.J. ,~0-1, serial 513, p.755. C.G.30-1,p.716. (only 8 men 
20. H.J. ,30-1,seri nl 513, p.94?. C.G. ,~O-l,p.868. (omitting 

Report pri~t~d, 30-1, H. rp.733, serial 526. {Woo4ward) 
77 pp. 
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it takes up the m:i.tter of route and declares that 11 no other 

route than F1e one proposed Y1ould furnish the amount of land 

derr:anO.ed.," 2,nd t.rw.t, since Hhitney has all the responsj_bility 

of the successful accomplishment of the project, he should be 

free t o s elect the route . The B re e s e re IJ or t is quoted to prove 

the pr::1cticabili ty of '.:ihi tney' s route. 

The price 1 '/hi tne y is to pny for the lcu-1ds has been set in 

the bill at 10 cents an acre, making a total of $7,795,200, 

which the Co mm ittee believe is more than their present value, 

and" far beyond \7ha t the [SOVernment can in any other vmy expect 

to rece ive". Wh:Ltney's plan is the only feasible one. "No com-

pany, however large their means, could carry- on such a v1ork on 

any other plan." There r.JOuld be no land monopoly, sirJ.ce the 

g overnment holds tllG land until they pass into the hn.nds of the 

~rnrch aser to whom ':lhitney sells them. 10 miles of the road is 

to be conpl cted bef cre 2..ny land is turned over to 11'Jhi tney 3.nd 

t hen the c ove r nment is to hold the land along 5 miles of each 

10 of the road. The land Y}hich remains in the hands of the 

g overrn:1ent is constantly increasinG in value, so tha t even if 

the road should not be co! ·:p leted, the government v.10uld suffer 

no l oss. 

/~ large extract is quoted from the Br 0ese· report on the 

results the buildinG of the road will have. And this is the 

conclusion of the report: 

" The co mm it tee be l i eve the rt~ is no · obj e c ti on that i s 

or can be ure;ed to this c reat enterprise thG. t has not been rnade 

to ever~r novel undertaking of any mat::nitude in the history of 

the invent ions and improvern.B.DifLQ.f our country ..•. The enter-
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prise of r:r. '."Jhi tr~ey .. presents no point o·f difficulty that may 

not be overcome by the skill, science, and labor within the 

reach of his co:--:nriand. And the c;omrni ttee believe, that differ-

ent from all vast enterprises, this has been exn.mined, investi-

e;ated, G.nd decide :l upon by the people of the nation almost by 

a unanimous voice. No subject within the knowledse of your com-

mittee h~s ever received expressions of public approbation so 

strong ..• your committee believe it to be almost the unaGimous 

desire of the people that this plan may be adopted without de-

lay, and your co~nittee, viewins the subject in all its g reat 

anct hi z hly important be ~rings, concur in the opinions formed 

by the lee)sl8.tures and the people, and recommend its irr:rnedi-

ate adoption by Congress. The committee would further remark 

... that a few months delay mio;ht, and probably would, defeat this 

great work forever. The lands on the lake are fast being dis-

posed of, and Dhen sold, there will be 3reat, if not insurmount-

8.ble, ctifficulties in the co rr11".1cncement of this ·wo rk. 11 

The report has a large appendix, (pp.18 to 77), contain-

ins ~hitney's memorial, statements to prove the i mpossibility 

of usinc; the t:issouri as a conmercial route, a discussion of 

the possibilities of Asiatic commerce taken from the Breese re-

port, a letter of ~7hitney's to DeBo·w's Cornrr.e rcial Review on the 

distances by various routes, :=md n. number of statements and 

table s on European and Asiatic trade. 

The Senate Committe on Public Land·s, to which '.Vhitney's 

rnemoris.l had been referred, hc..d as members: Sidney Breese of 

I 11 ino is, Thonas Co,rwin of Ohio ·, A lpheus Felch· of t1i chigan, 
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Joseph R. Underwood, of ' Kentucky~ ·~nd Solon Borland of Arkansa~~ 

June 26, 1848, Senator Bo~:-land submitted the cornmi ttee' s report 

on Whitney's plan, which was: 

"That, although they are fully convinced of the incalcu-

lable benefits which would result from the construction of such 

a road, not only to the people of the United States, but of the 

world, they were unable to agree upon any plan of operations by 

a bill such as that proposed by ~r. Whitney. The information 

possessed by the committee was too limited to justify irmnediate 

action. ~hey, therefore, have deemed it proper to dispose of 

the subject by submitting and recommending the adoption of a 

joint resolution to require the Secretary of War to cause a sur-

vey and exploration of routes for a railroad from the Mississ-
22 ippi to the Pacific ocean." The resolution reported (Senate 

joint resolution,No.29) was read and passed to a second read-
23 ing; the report was ordered printed. No further action was 

taken upon the resolution. 

June 27, the day after the Borland report was submitted, 

John M. Niles of Conneticut, introduced into the Senate a bill 

(S.297) to carry out the Whitney plan. He declared that the 

general expression of the country in favor of the project demand-

ed some action from Congress but that the Committee on Public 

Lands had failed to report a bill to carry out the plan. Sena-

tor Breese replied that on account of the magnitude of the sub-

ject,the Committee were not yet prepared to report a plan but were 

21. S.J.,30-1,serial 502, pp.47,313~ 
22. 30-1,S.rp.191,serial 512,1 p. 
23. S.J. ,30-1,serial 502,p.419,C·G.30-l,p.873. 
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~aiting to prepare one nhich would insure success. The.bill 

v:as referred to a seli:;ct committee: John r~. Niles of Connecti-

cut, Thomas Corwin of Ohio, Dixon H.Lewis of Alabnma, John Bell 

f rn j ' 1 } ~ 1 l f f,,' • h • 24 o .Lennessee, n.nc i~ prnus _iie_c1 o i:;lC igan. 

July 7, Niles, from the Committee, reported the bill back 
25 to the 3onate with amendraents. tTuly 29, Hiles moved that the 

previous orders be postponed and that the Senate take up the 

~hitney bill. He declared that action on the bill was necess-

ary in this session bec~use the lands was fast being taken up 

and so the plm1 would soon be impracticable. John P. Hale of 

lJew Hampshire spoke in opposition to the biJ.l, on the Ground 

that it put an immense mass of 10.nd into the hands of speculat-

ors. Colonel Benton declared thRt he would never vote for giv-

ing a hundred mil lions of acres of 12.nd to Elny man , that sur-

veys, explorations, and careful consideration w~re necessary 

and that he "wonld not be astonished if Irr. Whitney should come 

here with a larce bill for dAmages against Congress--damages 

for e;oins to all the St<-:.tes of the Union for recommendations." 

Sena tor Bell of Tennessee defended Vlhi tney and urged f avorRble 

action upon the bill in this session. nenton then moved to 

lay ~ile~~ motion upon the table, the yeas and nays were taken 
26 

and Bentonts motion carried, 27 to 21. This was the last 

time ~hitney's project was considered in either house in this 

session. 

Senator Breese, however, made another efrort to get Cong-

24. S.J. 30-1, serial 502, p.422. C.G.,30-1,p.875. 
25. s.~.30-1, serial 502, p.455. C.G. ,30-1, pp.905-6. 

Bi J_l as amended printed in '.,'/hi tney, A Project for a 
Railroad to the Pacific, pp.83-88. 

26. S.J. 30-1, serial 502, pp.510-11. C.G. ,30-l,p.1011. 
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ress to authorize t he survey of possible routes for a Pacific 

railroad. July 28, he introduced a resolution for a select 

com~ittee to inquire into the expediency of the publication 

by the covernment 11 of the results of th e recent explorinc ex-

ped ition of J. C. 07 ?rer:iont to California and Oret;on; 11
•.J and also 

11 of providinE for continuins and completins the surveys of the 

said Fremont in Oreson and California, with n view to develop 

the Ge o~raphy of those countries, nnd to discover the practic-

a l lines of communication by railroads or otherwise between 

the valley of the Eississippi and the Pacific Ocean: the results 

of said further explorations to be published under the direct-

ion of Conc;re ss, as a ne.t i onal V}Ork, ni thou t c opyric;ht." This 

re;:)olution wa s tic;reed to cmd the following cornmi ttee appointed 

Sidney Breese of Illinoi s , Solon Borland of Arkansas, John H. 

Cle. rke of Rhode Ishmd, Henry Dodc e of \Visconsin, Thomas Fet-

ca lf 0 ~!~ r -- 1_ } . 28 _ l'..8D J UC <y. 

Ausust 1, Breese 
1 

f rom the co~n ittee, reported f a vorably 
29 

upon the resolution and the report vms ordered printed.' 

In its report the committee declared that it "entertained no 

d.oubt" of th8 expediency of continuing the Fremont explorations. 

"The committee think that th ey do not err v1hen they assume it 

as an indisputa ble position, tha t the public interest and the 

wishes of th8 ·0eo1)le re ouire further exarnin0.tions .. into the 
~ J.. J.. .. 

practicability of r a ilroads a nd other comrnuni8ations between 

27. 

28. 
29. 

Fremont's third exned ition,which set out in thP spring 
of 1845 and was en~ed by the opening of hostilities in 
California. 
S.J. ,30-l,serial 502, pp.496, 504. C.G.,30-l,p.1008. 
S.J.,30-1,serial 502, p.519. C.G. ,30-l,p.1024. 
Report printed, 80-1, S.rp.226, serial 512, 8 pp. 
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these countries (Oregon and California) and the valley of the 

Llississippi, to which the public attention has been lately, and 

is now, so much excited." 

A appropriation of 030,000 for continuing Fremont's work 

was made as an amen~nent to the Civil and diplomatic appropria-
30 

ti on bill, J\uc;us t 5, but ~cc~pting the recomr,~endation of the con-

ference committee on the bill, (..\ugust 12) the Honse refused to 
31 concur in the n.mendment and the appropriation was not made. 

The most sie;nificant thine;s about the action taken on the 

subject of the Pacific railroad in this session are the movement 

for more surveys before final action and Breese's chnne;e from 

his position in support of ~hitney's plan in the 29th Congress 

to th ?.. t of Hdvocating further surveys. Both A.re probably the 

natural result of the acquisition of California and the inter-

vening territory. With the opening of so many possible new 

routes it was inevitable that there should be a desire to in-

quire into their possibilities before acce pting Whitney's plan 

with its northern route proposed to meet conditions as they ex-

is ted before the conquest of i .. :exi can territory. 

30. S.J. ,30-1, serial 502, p.539. C.G ,30-1, p.1044. 
31. H.J. ,30-1, serial 513, p.1263. C.G.30-1, p.1059. 
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The 2nd session of the 30th Congress began December 4, 

1848. No memorial from nhitney, nor any supporting or opposing 

his plan, ·was presented during the session except favorable re so-

lutions from the Connecticut Legislature which were presented 
0 32 in the House December l~. But December 11, Representative 

Polloch offered a resolution that House Bill No.468, the Whit-

ney bill from the select committee of the first session, be 

made the special order of the day for the first Tuesday in Jan-

uary rlnd ctmtinue to be the first order from dRy to. day until 

disposed of. Debate arose on the resolution and it was laid 
33 over. The matter did not come up again until January 29, 

1849, when Polloch moved that the rules be suspended, to enable 

him to move that the House proceed to the consideration of the 

resolution. The motion to suspend the rules was decided in the 

t . · ?/3 a·1·d not vote i·n favor3• 4 nega 1 ve, sine e hJ No other attempt 

was made to get the bill before the House. 

Whitney's plan also came up in the Senate on January 

29,when Senator Niles moved to take up Senate Bill No.297, the 

Whitney bill from the first session, ~hich had been introduced 

by Niles and reported back from a select committee. Niles mo-

tion was ae;reed to. Senator Foote of Mississippi then present-

ed an e.mendment to bhan8e the route of the road so that the 

western terminus would be Cnlifornia instead of Oreeon, which 

was ordered printed. Senator BorlRnd of Arkansas moved to 

32. See list in Rppendix. 
33. H.J. ,30-2, serial 536, p.64. C.G. ,30-2, p.25. 
34. H.J. 30-2, serial, p.328. C.G. ,30-2, p.388. 
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amend by striking out all after the enacting clause and substi-

tuting a provision for further surveys. rrhis amendment also 

was ordered printed. Further consideration of the bill was 

then postponed, a nd it did not come up aBa in at this session~5 

George Wilkes presented his memorial again in the sess-

ion, still prayinc for the construction by the government of a 

railroad from the t:issouri river to the Pacific. The memorial 

was presentei in the Senate, December 18, by Dickinson, and re-

ferred to the Co~mittee on Roads and Canals~6 It was presented 

twice in the House, the first time De6ember 22, by Tallmadge 

of New York, when it was referred to the Committee on Roads 

and Canals; and the second time Jnnuary 10 by John A. Rock-

well of Connecticut, when it was referred to a select committee 

on the subject of a communication with the PG.cific which had 
97 been appointed December 27 (see below). A memorial supporting 

Wilkes's plan., from citizens of Lancc..ster c aunty, Pennsylvania, 

was presented in the House by Tallmadge, January 19, and was 

referred to the select com.11i tte e; a.nd th,ere is notice of tvJO 

other memorials in favor of na tional railroad from the Missou-

ri to the Pacific,~ne from Buffalo,New York,presented in the 

Senate and referred to Committee on Roads and Lands and the oth-

er from Pennsylvania, presented in the House and also referred· 

to the Committee on Roads and 38 Canals. 

35. S.J. ,30-2, serial 528, p.160. C.G:, 30-2, p.381. 
36. S.J. ,30-2, serial 528, p.65 C.G. ,30-2, p.45. 
37. H.J.30-2, serial 536, pp 146,326 C.G. ,30-2, p.95. 
38. See list of memorials in appendix. 
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Hartwell Carver, too, was back again. His me~orial for 

a charter was presented in the House by Hunt of New York, Janu-
3g 

ary 25, and was referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Two memorials in favor of Carver's petition, one from Atticrr and 

one from Troy, New York,were presented in the Senate and referr-
40 ed to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Several new memorialists, offering to build a Pacific 

railroad, came forward in this session. December 28, 1848, Rep-

resentative rries presented in the House the memorial of A.L. 

Frazer of Steubenville, Ohio, \'/ho proposed to construct a rail-

road from Saint Louis to the Pacific ocean, and asked that he 

might have a sufficient quantity of public lands placed at his 

disposnl. His nemorial was referred to the Committee on Public 
41 Lands. January 8, Borland presented in the Senate the memor-

ial of William Bayard and Company, for a charter for a rail-

road from the Llississippi river to California, which was referr-

ed to the Committee on Public Lands~ 2 The same memorial was 

presented in the IIouse, Jamrnry 9, by Isaac E. Holmes, of South 

Carolina, 
43 and referred to the Committee on Military .Affairs. 

February 6, Representative Trurnan Smith of Connecticut laid be-

fore the House the memorial of Henry Betts, of Peekskill, New 

York, v,rho prayed for authority to build a railroad from the 

l:issouri river to the Pacific and Rsked a grant of public land 

~9. H.J. ,30-2, serial 536, p.314. 
40. See list of memorials in appendix. 
41. 11.t.T. ,30-2, serial B36, p.163. C.G. ,30-2, p.120. 
42. S.J. ,30-2, serial 528, p.108 C.G. ,30-2, p.181. 
43. H.J. ,30-2, serial 536, p.225. C.G. ,30-2, p.204. 



45. 

to aid in the work. The memorial was referred to the Committ-
44 ee on Roads e .. nd Canals. February 19, Representative Bl2.ckmar 

of I·Jev1 York presented the memorial of citizens of ''.'Jayne County, 
New Yo~k, for a rieht of way for a railroad from the Mississippi 

L'.i.5 to the Pacific, which went to the Corr.mittee on Roads and Canals. 

Euch more sie;nificant than these plans, however, are 
the memorials for a southern route. January 24, 1849, Senator 
Houston presented the petition of Ebenezer Allen and other 

citizens of Texas praying that the Galveston and Red River Rail-
way Company be cranted the privilege of .extendine their rail-
road, already chartered by the Stnte of Texas, throurrh the terri-
tory of the United States to the Pacific ocean. The memorial 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands and ordered print-

d46 e • It was presented in the House the next day by Represen-
tative Pilsbury and referred to the Committee on Roads and Can-

47 
als. The memorie1.l declares that "the vast acquisitio'n of 
territory by the United States ... has attracted the attention of 
the commercial world to the importance and practicability of a 

com~unication between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans on some 

line \Vi thin our nation?..l boundary.n Then it speaks of the re-

sults such a communication would have in developing the resour-
ces of the country and placing commercial relations between 

Europe and Asia in the control of the United States. Concern-

ing the route it says: "the most feasibla and practical route 

for a railroad connecting t!-:e two oceans, will be found through 

44. H.J.,30-2, serial 536, p.380. 
4 5 . I bi d., p • 4 7 5 • 
4 6 • S • J . , 30- 2 , s er i al 5 28 , p • 14 6. C • G . , 30-2 , p • 3 3 8 • 
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the state of Texas, commencil18 at a suitable point on the Gulf 

of ~exico; and after crossins the Rio Grande, above the Passo 

del Norte, proceeding to and alone; the valley of the Gila, and 

passinc the head of the Gulf of California attain the Pacific 

coast at or near the bay of San Diego .... The entire length of 

this ... railway would not exceed 1,250 miles; and from the re-

ports of military officers and others, in whose judgment re-

liance can be placed, the route is not impeded by mountains or 

any serious obstacles." The country along the route is fertile. 

The memorialists do not oppose Whi tnoy' s plan. "To attain this 

object (railroad comMunication with the Pacific) two routes a-

lone have been, or ~s your memorialists believe, can be suggest-

ous at Chicago, or on the upper Missouri. Your memorialists 

propose no comparison of advantages between thnse two routes, 

however confidant they may be of the superior advantages of the 

one they recommend. ' They do not come into competition or riv-

alry with each other. The completion of this does not necess-

arily affect the construction of the other; nor will the priv-

ileses here sought by your memorialists, vest in them a monop~ 

oly, or hinder the cr~ntinc of similar or even more advantag-

eous pri vilee;es to any other persons or companies." By the ··act 

of Texas ch:.=1 rtering the company, v.rhich the memorialists ask 

the federal government to extend throuch the territory to Cali-

fornia, the company is granted a right of way through the pub-

lie lands, 100 yards wide, and the use of metal, timber, and 



other material necessary in the construction or maintenance 

of the road, from contiguous public lands, the "company paying 

a reasonable compensation to the State for such privilege. 11 

Work on the r a ilroad is to commence before June 1,1850, and 

100 miles is to be done before June 1, 1853. 

February 20, Senator King of Georgia presented the mem-

orial of Dennis Keenan, Jr., for a grant of land for the con-

struction of a railroad and telegraph line from Point Isabel 

(just north of the mouth of the Rio Grande) to the Pacific oc-

ean. The memorial was referred to the Committee on Llilitary 

Af ~ . 48 
.l. airs. 

Besides these two petitions from people who proposed 

to construct a railroad on a southern route, three petitions 

were presented praying t he construction of a railroad from 

·Vemphis, Tennesse~, to the Pacific. Of .these three, from Ark-

ansas, presented in the Senate, two were laid on the table and 

one v:as referred to the Committee on Public Lands. This (Jan-

uary and February of 1849) is the first time tha t a definite 

re quest for a road on the 111em1)his route was m2 .. de to Congress. 

One memorial from .P~rkansas, presented in the House and re-

ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, asked for a survey 

and the construction of a railroad· from Fort Smith to the Pac-
.. 49 
if 1c. 

It was in this ses s ion thnt Senator Benton first broug ht 

forward his pl a n for a central, national hi c hway. February 7, 

1849, he introduced in the Senate a bill (S.451) setting apart 

48. S.J.,30-2, serial 528, p.232,C.G. ,30-2, p.560. 
49. See list of memorials in appendix. 
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75% of the proceeds of the public lands in Oregon and 50% of 

the amount of the sales of all other public lands in the United 

States to defray the expenses of locating and constructing a 

central national road from St.Louis to San Francisco, with a 

branch to the Columbia. A strip of land a mile wide was to be 

reserved forever for the ri c ht of way. A r a ilroad was to be 

built v;here practicable; where a railroad was not practicable 

a ma cada~ized road was to be built. Other roads mi ght be made 

in the future, the mile strip being always reserved for that 

purpose. In introducinc the bill, Benton made a long speech 

in which he declared that since 1'1 remont's explorations "there 

is nothinc more to be le2.rned or known, that •.• there has been 

broug ht to our knoy1ledge everything that is necessary to be 

known to enable us to act." He then attacked all private 

schemes for openinG a ro .?.d as stock-jobbing concerns which he 

DOUld never tolerate. The bill was read twice and referred to 
50 

the Commit tee on Eili tary A:ffairs, of ·which Benton was chairman. 

Lr.arch 1, the Cammi ttee reported the bill back without amend-
51 rnent,"'" but no further action was taken upon it. 

This session also ciarks the besinning of the agitation 

in Consress for a railroad across the Isthmus of Panama or 

across Tehauntepec. December 11, the memorial of ri.H.Aspenwall, 

J .L. Step hens, and H. Chauncey for a contr.act to transport e;ov-

ernment property over a railroad they plnnned to build e.cross 

Panama, was presented in both the Senate and the Hous·e. Al-

5 0 • S • J . , 30-2 , s er i a 1 5 2 8 , p • 1 g 2. C . G . , 30-2 , pp • 4 7 0-4 7 4 • 
51. S.J. ,30-2, serial 528, p.283, C.G.,30-2, p.625 
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thoush committees of both houses reported bills to carry out 

the request of the petition and there was a good deal of dis-

cussion on the subject, neither house 2~ cted favorably upon 
r-\') 

th 1 .... ,,,J e p an. 

There is notice of four memorials concP-rning a road 

across Tehauntepec. In a memorial presented in the Senate by 

Bradbury, of t :a ine, JCtn. 9, Wells and Company ask the aid of 

Congress in the construction of a railroad across Tehauntepec. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

and ordered printed~3 February 6, Senator Foote of Mississ-

ippi broucht in the memorial of P.H.H~rgous, who also warited 

to build a railroad across Tehauntepec, for which he had the 

permission of the ~exican ~oven~ent. His memorial was order-
. 54 ed printed bo. 

February 17, Foote presented the memorial ~f Jesse E. 

Dow anc1 others ':Jho proposed to build a plank road acrosr. Te-

hauntepec. Dor; claims thett he is the first projector of a 

railror..d across the continent, saying that 1~while he seeks not 

to be placed amid the ancient discoverers of continents and 

52. See the chronolocical outline in appendix for de-
tailed steps in the consideration of this plan. The 
possibility of a Panama railroad had been greatly in-
creased by the treaty with New Granada of June 10, 
1848, which gave to citizens of ~he United States, 
ec1ual rie;hts of transit acres s the isthmus with Gra-
nada 1 s own citizens. 

53. S.J.,30-2, serial 528, p.112. C.G. ,30-2, p.190. 
Printed, 30-2, S. misc.doc.13, serial 533. 
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the venerated pil~riDs of the ocean, he deems it nevertheless 

due to truth and his oTin honor to declare, in the legal phrase 

of the Fa.tent Office, that he is an £ri_g!na_!. and he believes the 

first, projector of a central railroad from the Llississippi 

valley to the Pacific ocean, and that, before anyone had made 

a public profession of their faith, to his knowledge, he had 

estimated the cost, and prornulsated the plan of such a road." 

Now, he would build a plank road across Tehauntepec as a tem-

porary means of commmication~ 5 And Februn.ry 24, Senrt tor King 

of Georeia presented a petition in relation to a macadamized 

d '11 l - t 56 roa across e 1aun e pee. 

No favorable action was taken on any of these memorials. 

Although Senator Benton had declared that there was 

nothinc more to be known about the possible routes to the Pa-

cific, not everyone seemed to.agree with him. December 11, 

Representative John A. Rockwell of Connecticut save notice of 

a motion for leave to introduce a joint resolution authorizing 

surveys for a route for a railroad or canal between the Atlant-

ic and Pacific Ocean~? December 18, he introduced the reso-

lution (H.Joint Res.No.42), it was read a first and second time, 
58 and referred to a select committee. Several memorials on the 

subject were referred to the Committee before February 20 whe~ 

55. S.J. ,30-2,serial 528,p.225. C.G. ,30-2,p.550.30-2 S. 
misc.doc.56, serial 533. 

56. C.G. ,30-2, p.591. 
57. H.J.,30-2,serial 536, p.71. C.G.30-2, p.25. 
58. H.J.,30-2, serial 536, p.111. c·G. ,30-2,p.56. The Co~

mittee was appointed December 23:John A. Rockwell of 
Co r;.necticut, R. i.'J .Thompson of I!ldiana, Robert Smith of 
Illinois, Artemas Hale of Iiassachusetts 1 V.filliarn Strong 
of Pennsylvania, Alexander Evans of I1.~aryland,tJ·ames' . 
Green of Vissouri, Patrich W. Tompkins of Eississippi; 
and William Pitt Lynde of ~isconsin. 



it reported the resolution back with an amendment and accomp-

anied by a 678 page report. The resolution went to the Com-
58 mittee of the ~hole House and the report was ordered printed. 

No further action was taken on the resolution. 

'rhe report proper is 31 pages long. The cornmi ttee e-

numerates the various routes across the isthmus and continent 

proposed and then si ves this sta ternent of its op inion; 11 The 

comrni ttee are not prepEt re : ~_ to say to what extent, if at all, 

the aij of the 0overnment of the United States should be rend-

ered to these various projects, or any of them. As, however, 

in the present great want of accurate knowledge in relation to 

most of these routes, it is not possible to determine which is 

50. 

the most desirable for the United States, ~d should receive the 

2.id of the Government, the committee h?..ve deemed it important 

that full and accurate surveys should be made of the different 

r outes, as beinG entirely essential to an intellifjent considera-

tion and decision of the question. 

~ithout, therefore, expressing any decided opinion as 

to the course ~hich ought to be eventually pursued in relation 

to any of these different routes, they have thought that they 

could best discharee the duty assi3ned them by collecting and 

presenting, in a distinct form, the information within their 

reach, in rel a tion to all the principal routes between the two 

oceans, to v.rhi ch pub 1 ic attention is no,:,' . dire ct ed. 11 

The various routes are discussed in turn and the last 

59. H.J.,30-2, p.478. C.G.,30-2, p.566. 
Report printed, 30-2, H.rp.145, serial 546. 678 9p. 
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nine pat.ses are e;iven over to c r iticism of Whitney's plan. 

IThitney's estimate of the len8th of the road is far short of 

what it v:ould be - --..'=tbout 4 ,000 according to Fremont, as aeainst 

Whitney's estimate of 2,000. All the profit from the enorm-

ous amount of land would co to Whitney, who would probably not 

build his road rrmch beyond the Llississippi. The road will be 

hindered by physical difficulties alon~ the route selected. 

There is no evidence that the receipts would be sufficient to 

ke s p the road in repair: there would b~ no local business and 

t~ trade of the Atlantic cities or Europe would not take this 

route, because it 'Vould be more expensive than the..t by ship. 

The appendix to the report contains a great amount of 

material, much of it of no especial value, for our subject, 

anyway. But there are included memoirs of J.H.Alexander~O 
. 02 

Robt Llills~ 1 and Col. J.J.Abert which are important. Alexand-

er, who was a well known ~aryland scientist and engineer, dis-

cusses various routes between the two oceans, including Whit-

ney 1 s route and a route he sucgests from St.Louis or Independ-

ence to San Dies;o. While the considers the San Diego route 

far superior to ~ . ."lhi tney' s, he does not condemn the ln.tter ab-

solutely, but places it above the isthmus routes. He advocates 

government construction of the railroad to San Dieeo, which is 

to run from St.Louis or Independence along the line of the 

60. 30-2, H.rp.145, seriRl 546. pp.33-61. 
61. Ibid,pp.62-69. 
62. Ibid, pp.39-649. 
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Santa Fe Trail,along the "heads of the Osage and Neosho,the 

valley of the Arkansas in part, and the upper waters of the Cim-

arron and two Canadians, by or through the town of Santa Fe to 

the Rio Grande del Norte or River of Texas, thence down this 

river, to where the Sierra l\!1adre is pierced by the sources of 

the Gila, and down the valley of this last to the head of the 
., 63 Gulf of <.ialifornia and so over to San Diego." In comparing the 

San Diego and Whitney routes he declares that the former will 

cost less, be shorter, and the road over it can be constructed 

in 7 years instead of 15 which Whitney plans; that all the good 

points of the northern route are equally true for the southern; 

that the "upper line would pass through a country and climate, 

inhospitable, austere; domineered over by wild tribes, the Snakes 

and the Neg-Peries, whose very names symbolize their barbarity 

and guile. The Santa lt.,e line goes over a territory fertile, and 

peopled aboriginally with a milde~ race, where the soil produc-

es, as along the Rio Grande, two crops in the year: where, for 

more than two centuries, the labor of the missionary and merch-

ant have met, each with their return; a country of coal and of 
,,64 

gold. 

Robert Mills now advocates a route with two eastern termini, 

one at St.Louis and one at Memphis, and its western terminus at 

San Diego,with a branch to San Francisco. He still suggests no 

definite plan or exact route. 

Col.Abert deblares that he favors a southern route, that 

lack of appropriation f o_:_~E~-E~ad has made covernment surveys 
63. 30-2,H.rp.145,serial 546,p.46 
64. Ibid,p.58 
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inpossible, that a road may be bullt over any of the isthm1s 

routes but that they would make trouble for the government and 

be only temporary expedient. The route he proposes is " from 

the Mississippi river th r ough about the middle of Texas, and 

by the valley of the Gila to San Dieso, on the Pacific." A 

branch road may be built to Santa Fe and may have two branch-

es at the eastern end, one to St.Louis and one south through 
.,. .. d l 65 l';acog oc 1es. 

Besides all these plans lookinc toward the construct-

ion of a railroad, there were a number of petitions present-

eel for a road to the Pacific. January 3, 1849, Senator Sebas-

tian brought in resolutions from the General Assembly of Arkan-

sas askins Congress to make survey and open a national ro ad 

from Fort Smith to Santa Fe'. Janu?..ry 8, Senator Houston in-

troduced a series of resolutions the second of w1:ich provideQ. 

that a special committee should inquire into the expe diency 

of 11 makine: 8. military road between f1 an Francisco and some 

suitable point on the navigable water of the Mississippi, and 

(2) the use of such a portion of the rr.ilitary force as would 

be necessa!"J to complete it at the eRrliest possible moment. 

The resolutions were read and ordered printed, but no further . 
G6 action taken. 

At least 19 memorials were presented asking Congress 

to open a safe, cor0Jnercial road to the Pacific and a nurr.ber of 

efforts were made to get a road opened. Uost of the petitions 

65. 30-2, H.rp.145, pp.646-648. 
66. S.J.,30-2,serial 528, p.109, C.G. 30-2, p.182. 
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came from the west and are an evidence of the greatly inc -r ·eas-

. . t t . th p . f . . '.'I • ' h . . d 6 7 ing in eres in e ac1 ic res1ons aur1ns ~ is per10 • 

January 31, Senator Jefferson Davis of Mississippi 

brought in from the Conmittee on Military Affairs, a joint reso-

luiion (S.joint res.54) for the survey of routes from the Miss-

issippi valley to the Pacific, accompanied by a report, which 
68 

was ordered printed. The report emphasizes the politic al ne-

cessity of a speedy means of communication with the Pa~ific 

coast and approves the request of the chief of the topoeraph-

ical en~ineers for 050,000 for surveys in the west. Although 

no further action was taken on this resolution, the army ap-

propriation bill (H.R.No.695) for the year ending June 30,1850 

which was passed by both houses and approved Llarch 3, 1849, 

contained an appropriation for ~50,000, "to defray the exren-

es of topocraphical surveys of routes from the valley of the 

Mississippi to the Pacific oce2 .. n. 1169 

The movement for surveys was,then,victorious over 

Whitney's plan. ~hitney seems already fallicg behind. His plan 

was primitive and made for a conclition in \Vhich only Oregon 

v:as the coast possession of the country. rii th the opening up 

of California and the underlying country, his project gradualiy 

but steadily became obsolet~~---

6?. See chronolo8ical outline for det~ils as to these 
memorials. 

68. S.J.,30-2,serial 528,p.169.C.G. ,30-2,p.409. 
30-2,S.rp.276,serial 535,3 pp.Also in 30-2,H.rp.145, 
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- IV, The 31st Con5£Q~~ 

President Taylor, in his annual messEtce at the opening 

of the 1st session of the 31st Cont;ress, dated December 4,1849 

but not transmitted until December 24 because of the delay in 

electinc the Speaker of the House, seems to have expressed the 

general attitude toward a Pacific railroad when after declat..;... 

ing that p~ivate enterprise should be encourased to build a Pan-

ama railroad, he. sl~id: "The great mineral wealth of Cci.lifornia, 

and the advantages which its ports and harbors, and those of 

Oregon, afford to commerce, especially with the islands of the 

Pacific and Indian oceans, and the populous re8 ions of Eastern 

Asia, make it certain that there will arise in a few years 

large and prosper_ous co:mrnuni ties on our western coast. It 

therefore becomes important that a line of communication, the 

best and most expeditious which the nature of the country will 

admit, should be opened within the territory of the United States 

from the navir;able waters of the Atlantic on the culf of Mexico 

to the Pacific. Opinion, as elicited and expressed by two large 

and respectable conventions which lately assembled at St.Louis 

and l: e I!'1 phi s , po int s t o a r a i 1 r o c:;. d as th (1 t w hi ch , if pr a c ti cab 1 e , 

will best meet the wishes and wants of the country. But while 

this, if in successful operation, would be a work of great nat-

ional importance, and of a v~lue to the country which it would 

be difficult to estimate, it oucht also to be re~arded as an 

undertaking vof vast maenitude and expense, and one which must, 

if it be indeed practicable, encounter many difficulties in its 

construction and use. Therefore, to avoid failure and disap-
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pointffient; to enable Consress to judce whether, in the condit-

ion of the country thr Juch which it must pass, the work be feas-

ible; and, if it be found so, whether it should be undertaken 

as a national improvement or left to individual enterprise; 

and, in the latter alternative, what aid, if any, ought to be 

extended to it by the e;overn.~ent, I recommend, as a prel imi-

nary measure, a careful reconnaissance of the several proposed 

routes by a scientific corps, and a report as to the practica-

bility of makinc such a road, with an estimate of the cost of 
1 

its construction and support.'' 

Three c eneral tendencies which have appeared before 

are pror..1ine n t in the message: ( 1) to regard the Pacific rail-

road as expedient and necessary, (2) to favor further investi-

gation before action; and (3) to look to the south for a prac-

ticable route. 

In instructions to Colonel Abert of the Topographical 

Eng ineers, July 11,1849, for carrying on the surveys of routes 

from the Mississippi to the Pacific for which ~ 50,000 had been 

appropriated March 3, 1849, Secretary of War Crawford said that 

for the present operations TIOUld be confined principally to the 

country between the Mississippi and the Rio Grande~ In his re-

port dated November 20, 1849 and included in the report sent 

by the Secretary of ',-far to the President at the beginning of 

the 1st session of the 31st Congress, Colonel ~bert reported 

that Lieutenant Simpson, who had been sent with an expedition 

1. S.J.31-1,serial 558,pp25-26. H.J.30-1,serial 566, 
pp.178-9. 
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fron Fort Smith to Santa Fe, in order to explore in that direct-

ion a r oute for 2. r or..d, had I:'.ane 8. report which was ready for any 

call E1 i.·;.t Congress might please to make: th~t another exped1. ti on 

from Fort Le e.venworth to 0::.-e c on hacl been s ent out under Captain 

Stansbury, who was instructed to return by a route south from 

rort Hall to Salt Lake and on south to St.Joseph's spring on 

the route from Santrl F0 to Los Angeles and then last to Santa 

Fe, and who was not exi)e cted bad~ for s or1: e time; and that one 

officer was engaged in compiling from the best authorities a 

map of the country between the i.,.Hssissippi and the Pacific~ He 

recommended an appropriation of ~ 20,000 for military and geo-
4 graphical surveys west of the Mississippi. 

December 24, Sena tor Sebastian of Arkansas subr.ii t ted a 

resolution cRllint; for the Simpson report, which was agreed to 
5 

January 3. January 8, the report was transmitted to the Sen-

ate by the Secretary of ~ar and January 14, on the recommenda-

ti on of the Corrnni ttee ·on Pr in ting, the report with the map which 

accompanied it, was ordered printed and 2500 extra copies of it 

were ordered printeci, also!2000 for the use of the Senate and 
6 500 for the use of the topot;raphical bureau. 

February 21, the same report was sent to the House, in 

response to a cRll of February 6, made by a resolution offered 

by Robert H. Johnson of l\rkansas. In the House, it was referred 

o. 31-l,H.ex.doc.5,pp.295-296,serial 569. 
4. Ibid,p.~')00. 
5. S.J. ,30-1,serial 548,pp.15,51. C.G.31-l,pp.74,99. 
6. S.J. 1 31-1,serial 548,pp.66,68,76. 

C.G.31-l,pp.123,150. . 
Printed,31-1,S.ex.doc.12,serial 554. 



7 to the Committee on Military Affairs and ordered printed. 

In this report Lieutenant Simpson declares that while 

the route from Santa Fe on the south side of the Canadian riv-

er is practicable for a railroad and has the advantages of a 

comparative freedom from snow and a good available supply of 

material and water, ·yet to his mind "the time has not yet come 

when this or any other railroad can be built over this conti-

nent." Before he made this expedition, he believed in the 

practicability of a railroad communication, but in passing ov-

er only lj3 of tho distance h~ has already seen enough to con-

siderably reduce his hieh ideas. The work might some day be 

58. 

accomplished, "but that it can be commenced now, and be brought 

to a successful period within ten or twenty years, I do not be-

lieve." All that he believes possible now toward the object 

is the fostering of military roads. "In a word, to my mind 

the order of means in respect to the establishment of this rail-

road is, first, the creation of centres of population wherever 

along the route they can be created: second the development 

of the resources of these several ·points by this population:, 

and, third, the taking advantage of these resources to aid in the 

prosecution of the road." 

Along with the Simpson report there was sent to the 

House the report on Captain R.B.Marcy, the military officer 

in command of the Fort Smith to Santa Fe.. expedition, on the 

same subject~ The report was later (September 12) ordered 

7.H.J. ,31-1, serial 566, pp.426, 474, 591. 
C.G.,31-1, pp.294t 409. 
Printed, 31-1, H.ex.doc.45, serial 577. 
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printed by the Senate, also~ Captain Marcy favored the route 

which he had been over for a railroad. "I am ••.. of the opin-

ion, that but few localities could be found upon this Conti-

nent which (for as great a distance) would present as few ob-
10 stacles to the construction of a railway as upon this route." 

"From all I can learn of the other routes to California, I 

am induced to believe that, should our government at any fut-

ure time determine upon making a national road of any descrip-

59. 

tion across the continent, t~e southern route we have travel-

ed is eminently worthy of consideration. We find upon none 

of the northern routes as much water, timber , or rich fertile 
11 soil as upon this~ · 

April 3, the Secretary of War sent to the Senate, upon 

a call made February 25, the report of General Persifer F.Smith 

upon C0lifornia. May 6, the report was ordered printed and 
12 5000 extra copies of it ordered printed for use of the Senate. 

General Smith emphasized the importance of the Pacific trade 

and the necessity of a communication with the Pacific and said 

concerning the meP.ns of communication: "As facility, rapidity, 

and security of communication are the requisites, a railroad, 

if ·practicable, is most appropriate." But, "whether it be a 

railroad or a common road, it should pass the Rocky Mountains 

about latitude 38 degrees, reach the valley of Humboldt's riv-

er, and follow that direction until it sends off a branch to 

9. 31-1, S.ex.doci.64, serial 562. 
10~ 31-1, H.ex.doc.45, p.49,serial 577. 
11. Ibid, p. 81. 
12. S.J.,31-1, serial548, pp.175, 246, 324. 
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Oregon by the Williamette valley, and the other by the head of 
-

the Sacramento ·and the valley of that river to San Francisco 

bay." If the southern route were chosen, two roads would be 

necessary; by this route, only one is needed for most of the 
13 way. 

During October, 1849, the two great . railroad convent-

ions at St.Louis and at Memphis had been held. January 3, 

1850, Vice PreBident Fillmore laid before the Senate the memor-

ial to Congress of the St.Louis convention for the adoption 

of measures for constructing a na tional r~ilroad and electric 

telegraph from the Mississippi river to the Pacific ocean. On 

motion of Benton, the memorial was laid on the table!4 · The 

memorial was presented in the House January 28 by the Speak-

er, HowellCobb of Georgia, and referred to the Committee on 

Roads and Canals!5 The convention had made no decision as 

to the proper plan of construction of a Pacific railroad, but 

in spite of Benton's opposition, it had declared for a railroad 

from San Francisco to Council Bluffs, with branch lines to Chi-

cago, Memphis, and St.Louis~6 

February 25, Representative Stanton of Tennessee pre-

sented in the House the memorial of the Memphis convention, 

and moved to refer it to a select committee, but debate arose 
17 on the motion, it was laid over, and did not come up again. 

13. 31-1, S.ex.doc.47, pp.94-95, serial 558. 
14. S.J.,31-1, serial 548, p.47. C.G.,31-1, p.97. 
15. H.J.,31-1, serial 566, p.406. C.G.,31-1, p.228. 
16. Appendix to C.G.,31-l~p.335. 
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Stanton presented the memorial again April 26. This time it 
18 was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, of which Stan-

t h . 19 on was c airman. August 1, the chairman of the committee 

brought in a bill (H.R.No.368) providing for certain surveys, 

accompanied by a report. The report was ordered printed. The 

bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole, where it re-
20 mained without being taken up. The report proper is very 

short, merely endorsing the opinion of the Memphis convention 

as it is presented in its memorial, which is printed with the 

report. The memorial declares that the building of the Pacif-

ic railroad by the government through states and territories 

is cons ti tu tional because it is a work of national defense. 

If the southern route is practicable, it is desirable because 

it makes possible commerce with northern Mexico. However, the 

convention wants surveys made of all routes and favors the best 

route, wherever it is. It believes that the route which is es-

pecially worthy of attention is that from San Diego, up the 

Gila valley, on through the Paso del Norte to some point {log-

ically, Memphis) between the mouth of the Ohio and the Red riv-

er. This route is best for the national defense; it is open 

all the year round, will protect the Mexican border and is con-

venient tQ the Memphis navy yard. It is best for commerce be-

c~use it draws from a wide territory. The convention also fav-

18. H.J.,31-1, serial 566, p.852. 
19. H.J.,31-1, serial 566, p.188. 
20. Ibid.,p.1217. C.G.,31-l,p.1491. 

Report printed, 31-1, H.rp.439, serial 585. 



ors : all possible ~ncouragement of a project to build an isth-

mus railroe.d or c?.nal. The bill which the Committee reported 

provided for certain surveys to determine the possibility of 

the isthmus communication as well as for surveys of the land 
21 routes. 

In resolutions of the General Assembly, Missouri came 

out strongly in this session of Congress for Benton's central 

national highway. The resolutions were presented in the Sen-

62. 

ate January 3, 1850 by David R.Atchison and in the Hous.e, Feb-

ruary 12, by James B. Bowlin. . In the Senate they were laid on 

the table and ordered printed; in the House they were referred 
22 

to the Committee on Public Lands. The resolutions say that 

the people of Missouri are vitally interested in the early com-

pletion of the road, that it is necessary for commercial, mili-

tary, and political reasons and that an i sthrrus road .'. is unde-

sirable because of the necessity of transhipment, slow and ex-

pehsive passage, uncertainty, and foreign control. It then · 

sanctions Benton's scheme and echoes his speech of the previous 

session and his praise of St.Louis as the commercial center of 

the west. 

Bowlin also expressed himself personally to be in accord 

with Benton's opinions in a series of resolutions which he pre-

sented to the House February 25, 1850, moving that the rules be 

suspended to allow him to introduce them. The rules were not 

suspended but the resolutions are printed in both the ~ournal 

and the Globe. 23 Bowlin declared in the resolutions that it 

21. 

22. 

23. 
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is both expedient and competent for the government of the Unit-

ed States to build a railroad or thoroughfare without the lim-

its of a state for military and commercial purposes; that the 

connexion made between the Mississippi and the Pacific ought 

to be "in as central a portion as to territory and population 

as is compatible with a due regard to the best and most prac-

63. 

ticable route; that the road should be national in design, char-

acter, and construction; should belong to the government of 

the United States and be "forever disconnected with individual 

interests or speculations •.. free to all people of the confed-

eracy. The fourth resolution echoes Benton's attack on Whit-

ney: "That it would be grossly unjust to the people of the U-

nited States, and derogatory to the dignity of the republic, 

to employ the rational resources of the people in constructing 

a magnificent work of this kind and have its locality and pro-

prietorship in the hands of any individual or individuals, sub-

ject to the influences of private interest, upon any terms, 

conditions, or stipulations whatever--the whole people being 

the safest guardians of works constructed from their means." 

The resolutions go on to declare that the public lands 

are the proper means for the work and that its construction 

and completion should be hastened ; and that the states should 

be granted land for branches; and that the government should 

at once establish a telegraph line and military posts from 

St.Louis to San Francisco. The last resolution provides for 

the appointment of a select committee of 13 to consider the 

subject and report a bill upon it. The resolutions were not 
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brought in again, however, and so were never formally before 

Congress. 

Of the plans for a Pacific railroad which came before 

this session of Congress in definite form, only one originated 

within Congress itself. This was the plan of Senator Isaac 

Walker of Wisconsin, who on March 15, 1850, asked and obtained 

leave to introduce a bill (S.154) "to provide the incipient 

measures necessary for the construction of a railroad from the 

Mississippi river to the Pacific ocean.n The bill was referr-

ed to the Committee on Roads and Cann.ls and was not reported 
. 24 back by that Comm1 t tee. The bi 11 provides for an ~. ppro pri a-

tion for the expenses of a detachment of the topographical engi-

neers, "to select, survey, locate, a.nd mark, on the most prop-

er and eligible ground," a right of way 300 feet wide for a 

railroad" from some suitable point on the Mississippi river 

to some suitable coast on the Pacific ocean." The land on 

each side of the road, three townships wide on each side, is 

then to be surveyed and, excepting lands with known deposits 

of precious metals or stones, and excepting two sections of 

each township which are to be reserved for school purposes, 

are to be granted in 160 acres lots to actual settlers who are 

citizens of the United States or have declared their intent- . 

ions to become citizens ; are heads of families or are 21 years 

old, and own no other land in the country, and who occupy and 

cultivate the land for one year. In presenting the bill Walk-

er spoke of the imp9ssibility of building a railroad through 

24. S.J.,21-1, serial 548, p.214. C.G. ,31-1,p.539 ' 
(bill given) 



a vast, unsettled country, of the great possibilities which 

this land grant would open up to sett~ers, possibilities which 

would "attract the attention of the hardy enterprise and adven-

ture of this entire Republic, and concluded with these remarks 

which seem directed especially against Whitney: "Many schemes 

or plans for the construction of this great work have been sug-

gested, but all have seemed to l ook · to vast individual spec-

ulations only. None of them have aimed at the accomplishment 

of a general good to a great class and that class the poor but 

enterprising--as well as the good of the Government. My plan 

has nothing of individual speculation for the capitalist in it; 

but while it avoids this, it secures the end, and at the same 

time, secures incalculable blessings to a large, deserving, 

and meritorious class of our fellow-citizens, with no sacri-

fice to the interests of the Government, but with a manifest 
. 25 promotion of them all." 

Whitney himself presented no memorial to Congress in 

t his session nor in the one following it. December 24, 1849, 

65. 

however, Senator Dickenson ~ , pres~nted resolutions of the cham-

ber of Commerce of New York City a~proving Whitney's project, 

which were referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals and 
26 ordered printed. The same memorial was presented in the 

House, December 31, by Representative Phoenix and referred 
27 

there also to the Committee on Roads and Canals. And Janu-

ary 21, 1850, Senator Cooper presented a second series of reso------
25. C.G.,31-1, pp.539-540. 
26. S.J.,31-1, serial 548, p.15. C.G. ,31-1, p.74. 

Printed, s. misc. doc.3, serial 563. 
27. See lists of memorials in appendix. 
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lutions from the General Assembly of Pennsylvania supporting 

Whitney's plan. They were laid on the table and ordered print-

ed:8 February 13, 1850, John L. Robinson of Indiana laid 

before the House "resolutions and petitions unanimously adopt-

ed and numerously signed by large and respectable public meet-

ings, and highly respectable names and firms, since the two con-

ventions were held at St.Louis and at Memphis, all declaring 

Mr. Wllitney .1.s to be 'the only feasible plan, the only one that 

would not involve consitutional, sectional, and other difficul-

ties sure to impede and finally stop the progress of the work' 

requesting their Senators and Representatives and praying Cong-

ress to pass a law without delay to carry out Mr. Whitne,t~ plan'; 

which were from meeting's held in the fall of 1849 at Cincinnati, 

Louisville, Dayton, and Zanesville, and from citizens of New 

York and Philadelphia-in all 11 petitions. All of them were 
29 referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. In addition 

to these petitions 3 others supporting Whitney, 2 from Ohio, 

and l from Indianapolis, Indiana, were presented. l was referr-

ed also to the Committee on Roads and Canals in the House; the 

other 2 went to the Senate Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Besides the Whitney plan, a number of others were 

brought into Congress. Hartwell Carver's memorial for a chart-

er and government aid for a railroad from Lake Michigan to the 

Pacific ocean was again presented: in the Senate, January 28, 

by Senator Dickinson;1 and in the House February 15 by Repre-

28. S.J.,31-1,serial 548,p.93.C.G.,31-1,p.196. 
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sentative Schermerhorn of New York. In each house, it was 

referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals~2 No memorials 

supporting his plan were presented during this session. 

The other plan than Whitney's which seems now to have 

67. 

the most support, however, is that of P.P.F.Degrand of Boston, 

whose memorial was presented in the Senate January 14, by Dan-

iel Webster, and referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

The next day it was ordered ·printed, and on June 19, Webster 

presented some additional documents to accompany it, which, too, 
33 went to the Committee on Roads and Canals. A memorial which 

seems from the notice of it to have been that of Degrand was 

presented in the House January 22, by Representative Winthrop 

and referred to the Committee on Public Lands~4 5 other me-

morials approving the Degrand plan were presented, 2 from New 

York, 2 from Massachusetts and 1 from Maine. 2 of them were 

·referred to the Senate Committee on Roads and Canals; 2 .. to the 

House Committee on Roads and Canals, and 1 to the House Commit-

tee on Public Lands. 

Degrand asks for a charter for a .railroad and telegraph 

line, to be constructed from St.Louis to San Francisco. The 

capital for the project is to be 100 millionsof dollars, of 

which 98 millions in United States 6% stock are _ to be loaned 

to . him by 'the government after he has raised 2 millions. He 

is to be given a strip of pu~lic land 10 miles wide on the 

32. H.J.,31-1, serial 566, p.538. C.G.,31-1,p.369. 
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north side of the road, land for the right of way and depots, 

and the rieht to take material from the public lands. In the 

papers which accompany the memorial, most of them speeches of 

Degrand or resolutions and papers of a Boston Committee of 

which he was a member, the advantages of this road and plan 

are set forth. The whole scheme seems to be very visionary 

68. 

and without a firm foundation in facts. Much time is given to 

criticism of Whitney's plan. In an "Address to the people of 

the United States", Degrand says: "Another plan which is be-

fore the public contemplates to create the money by the sale 

of the land. But, by following that plan, the land cannot be 

sold until after the road . is built, and the money to build 

the road cannot be tangible until the land is sold. The plan 

is therefore radically defective. If it be adopted and adhered 

to, fifty years will not suffice to bring the road to complet-

ion." In a rather childish letter to the New York Chamber of 

Commerce, he and his associates of Boston, estimate that it 

will take 850 years to build the road under Whitney's plan. 

Degrand plans to complete his road in 5 years. He accepts the 

evidence in Benton's central national highway speech of Febru-

ary 7, 1849, as proof of the practicability of the route and 

in a speech in Boston said that he gloried in the anticipation 

of the time when he and his hearers should set out "on the 

Grand Central railroad from St.Louis to San Francieco, in comp-

any with our friend T.H.Benton, to pay a visit to his daughter 

(Mrs. Fremont ) ~ 

Several other plans for building the road were intro-
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Several other plans for building: the road were intro-

duced, which received little attention, however, and seem of 

slieht importance. One of these was presented to the House Janu-

ary 21, by Representative Duncan. It was a memorial of citizens 

of Massachusetts, praying for a general banking law of the Unit-

ed States, by means of which to secure the immediate construct-

ion of a railroad to the Pacific. No more is given concerning 

its details, but the Committee on Ways and Means, to which it 

was referred, seems to have been disgusted with it, for on the 

motion of Bayly of Virginia, from the Committee, the Committee 

·was discharged from further consideration of the memorial on 
35 January 24, and it was laid on the table. Another plan was 

that of William Archer of Washington, D.C. who prayed for the 

survey and location of a railroad from Washington to the Pacif-

ic, which, according to his plan would have three tracks the 

whole way, and not take a dollar from the national treasury. 

This plan was presented in both houses January 21; in the House 

by Thaddeus Stevens and referred to the Committee on Ways and 

Means; in the Senate by Stephen A.Douglas, and referred to the 

Committee on Roads and Canals~6 The same memorial; or a simi-

lar one by Archer, was presented to the Senate again May 28 

by Dickinson and referred to the Committee on Finance, but June 

5, on motion of Dickinson, Archer was given leave to withdraw 

it~ 7 Then it was presented again September 17, by Senator 

35. H.J.,31-1,serial 566, pp.369, 39?. 
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Cooper of Pennsylvania and again referred to the Committee on 

Finance~8 Nothing was done with it, however. In addition to 

these plans, 21 other memorials on the subject of a Pacific 
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railroad were presented to Congress during this session, includ-

ing resolutions of the Tennessee Legislature for surveys and 

appropriation of land and of the California Legislature for the 

immediate construction of a national railroad from the Pacific 

to the Mississippi. Most of the memorials in both houses · were 

referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals, although some 

in each house went to the Committee on Public Lands~9 

All these memorials, along with the numerous petitions 

and plans for a mail route or a military escort to Oregon, and 

the agitation for a Panama railroad which still continued in 

Congress, are evidences of the constantly increasing interest 

in the Pacific coast regions. One plan which is worthy of note 

is t.hat of Col. Fremont, now a member of the Senate from Cali-

fornia, who, near the close of the session, on September 12, in-

traduced a bill (S.334) for opening a road across the Sierra 

Nevada on the line of the Rio de los Americanos and ~arson's 

river and the pass at their head, as the commencement of open-

ing a common travelling road to California. ·The bill was re-

ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals, which did not re-

port it back to the Senate~0 · 

The committee in each house to which most of the me-

morials and plans for a Pacific railroad had been referred, 

38. S :~J •. ,9)-r,.serial f)48 p.639. 
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in each case brought in a bill to carry out Whitney's plan, ac-

companied by a report supporting it. 

The bill (No.156) and report of the House Committee on 

Roads and Canals was brought in Mar.12,1850 by John L.Robinson 

of Indiana,the chairman. The other members of the Committee 

were all northern men excepting two, one from Kentucky and one 

from Virginia. The bill was referred to the Committee of the 

Whole House and the report was ordered printed. On motion of 

Robinson the Committee on Printing was instructed to inquire 

into the expediency of printing an extra number of copies of 
41 

the report. March 19, Representative Fuller of Maine, from 

tne Committee on Printing, reported in favor of printing 5000 

extra copies of the report. Immediately Representative Bowlin 

got the floor and made the hour speech allowed condemning the 

WhL.tney project. After declaring that. Congress persistently 

refused to give public lands to new states for improvements he 

said:"But let a zpeculator spring up, who only mows the ex-

istence of the public domain,through the archives of the coun-

try, and project a scheme as wild and as fanciful as the day-

dreams of the enthusiast, and modestly ask you to donate to him 

for a nominal sum, upon an extended credit, seventy eight mill-

ion of acres of the public domain, and the example was before 

them that he could command the report of a committee to present 

his scheme of individual speculation, and it only remained to 

be seen whether the people's money was to be employed to give 

41. H.J.,31-1,serial 566, p.662, C.G.,31~1, p.511. 
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extended and extraordinary circulation to his visionary schemes 

of wealth and aggrandizement." He went on to deny that Whitney's 

motive was unselfish and to declare that the pretended safeguards 

to the government would only work a penalty upon the government, 

that 11 it was due to the committee that reported it (the bi 11) 

to say, that it was not drawn by them, and ·he wa~ only astonish-

ed that its enormities had escaped their observation, or that 

the Democratic portion of the committee were not able to arrest 

its progress to this House", and that he was alarmed that such 

a scheme could meet with favor in a Democratic committee. 

Bowlin then enumerates lO points of objection to the 

plan, if all of which were with foundation, would be suffic-

ient to prove it a menace to the country, indeed. It is "mon-

strous" to give the power of the choice of route to one man. 

"You would see states--free, sovereign, independ.ent states--

rivalling each other in syncophancy to your congressionally-

created idol." The grant is of a corporate character which 

would protect Whitney in any fraud in the. courts; the power 

of Congress to control the tolls on the road is barren; the de-

tails of the sale of the land only take expense off Whitney; 

the plan is unconstitutional; the power of Congress to repeal 

the act is of no effect, all the benefit would go to Whitney; 

the power to amend the act is no power :nt all; the government 

puts itself under Whitney's control by binding itself to ex-
. ' 

tinguish the title to Indian lands along the route, but this 

clause is deceptive becc~ use Whitney has no intention of going 

on with the road after the good lands are passed; and the stock 
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would be held by European capitalists. 

Bowlin's objections might seem more real if had not at-

tacked the bill so prematurely and so unreasonably. Robinson 

tried once to stop Bowlin on the ground that a speech on t r~ e 

merits of the bill was out of order on a motion to print extra 

copies of the report, but his objection was overruled. After 

Bowlin finished, Robinson got the floor a.nd then yielded it so 

that the House could go into Committee of the Whole, when the 

speaker assured him that the matter would be the first order 
42 the next day. 

The next day Robinson replied to Bowlin's speech. He 

said that Bowlin's only precedent for his rude attack on a mo-

tion to print extra copies of a repo·rt was in Benton's attack 

on a like bill in the 29th Congress. Bowlin "is following in 

the footsteps of his ~llustrious colleague; and this, I rne-
hend, is the secret_ of all his opposition to this bill; hence 

he has discovered in every section of it, corruption and fraud-

a real twooly horse'. I imagine, that if the plan adopted by 

the committee had made the eastern terminus of this road at 

St.Louis, or if it had presented a plan affording. any margin for 

Presidential capital, we should not now hear the thunder of 

the gentleman from Missouri." A government railroad, which 

Bowlin advocates, would be a "political monstrosity". Robin-

son then explains the Whitney bill, declaring that it puts no 

land monopoly in Whitney's hands and leaves no possible chance 

42. H.J.31-1,serial 566, p.684. C.G. j31-l, p.549. 
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of loss to the government. "Let him fail even when and where 

you choose, or he chooses, and the Government must be benefited 

by what he had done; for, as far as he has completed a road at 

all, it will be worth much more than the lands paid for it, to 

say nothing of the settlement and population superinduced along 

its line." The bill is the work of former committees, two of 

the Senate and two of the House, although the original draft 

was drawn by Whitney. Speaking of Whitney personally, Robin-

son says: "In relation to the person, I will only add, that if 

we ever get a Pacific railway, no matter on what plan, we will 

be more indebted to the industry, and indomitable zeal and 

energy of Mr. Whitney for it, than any other one man. 1
·• In re-

ply to Bowlin's attack on the character of the Democracy of 

the members of the Committee, Robinson declares that only one 

Democratic member of the Committee, Parker of Virginia, voted 

against the bill. Of the four Democratic members present (not 

St.Louis harbor Democrats . either), three voted for the bill. 

In spite of Robinson's efforts, however, the question 

of agreeing to the recommendation of the Committee on Print-

ing that 5000 extra copies of the report be printed was laid 

on the table on motion of . George W. Jones of Tennessee, by a 

vote of 83 to 51~3 No further action was taken upon the bill • 

. This tilt of Bowlin and Robinson seems to have been the result 

of Bowlin's hostility to the Whitney plan, probably based as 

?4. 

Robinson says, on the fact that it left St.Louis out of the way. 

Bowlin's objections seem violent and ill-considered--they did 

43. H.J.,31-1, se~ial 566, p.690. C.G.,31-1, p.557. 
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not need to be carefully thought out and valid to put down 

Whitney's project this late in its life. 

75. 

The Robinson report is the one most wholly and complete-

ly given over to praise of Whitney and his plan of all those 

made during the history of the project. It gives Whitney the 

credit for the origination of the Pacific railroad project, 

which is now "decreed in the public mind 11 • We are indebted to 

Whitney «for the origination of the project, for the maturity 

of the first plan, for the large amount of practical informa-

tion that is brought to bear upon the subject, and for awaken-

ing public attention to its importance •..• Your committee have 

been forced to observe that all the excellencies of other and 

more recent projects are embraced in 1'1r. Whitney's, and appar-

ently b~rrowed from his original conceptions; while their de-

fects and objectionable features ••. are entirely obviated by 
44 Mr. Whitney's plan." 

The "grand objects of this enterprise" are then pre-

sented again, the same as those which had already been set forth, 

with the addition of that of securing the peace of the world by 

this "great and common interest of nations," which would de-

mand a "perpetuity of the most amicable relations "between all 

states. The plan has widespread and unanimous support. Being 

a private enterprise, it avoids the great dane;ers in such a~i: · 

undertaking by the government. Whitney's plan is the only one 

which shows the means of building the road. The St.Louis and 

Memphis conventions "have pointed out !!Q~~ of executing 

44. 31-1, H.rp.140, serial 583. 



their respective plans, except by dependence on the national 

treasury ••• Your committee have reason to believe that the gov-

ernment itself ••• would sink under . the attempt to build this 

road on any other plan than that of Mr. Whitney." The success 

of Whitney's plan depends on his choice of the route, he has 

made sure that the route is practicable: "whereas the respect-

?6. 

able persons who composed the conventions of St.Louis and Mem-

phis, and many others equally respectable who have taken an in-

terest in this subject, but who, nevertheless, probably under-

stand very little of the practical economy of such a work, may 

have honestly pronounced in favor of a route as utterly imprac-

ticable as a road to the moon." The southern routes have the 

fatal defect of lack of fuel and water for long distances. Whit-

ney's eastern terminus, on Lake Michigan, is better for all 

parts of the country than any other. The great principle of 

the Whitney plan, the use of the public lands instead of capital 

upon which interest must be paid, is its crowning feature; rates 

would be only so high as necessary to keep up the road: "no 

other plan of road, whether by government or otherwise, could 

ever afford this benefit to commerce." The objections which 

are made to the plan are not valid. The lands can hardly be 

given away now, why object to selling them to Whitney for 10 

cents an acre, which is double their present value? The gov-

ernment control over the road will be adequate: all the risk, 

which is considerable, is Whitney's. There can be no object-

ions to Whitney himself. "No one acquainted with Mr. Whitney 

can doubt that he is a practical man, or suspect that he is 
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likely to be mistaken in his views on this subject. What others 

know about it, he has taught them." 

It is necessary for Congress to act now. "At four sess-

ions of Congress his project has been favorably reported on, and, 

at the last Congress, by the unanimous voice of select committ-

ees of both branches, which would doubtless have passed into a 

law, but for the hurried pressure at the close of a short sess-

ion. 

"In the meantime, the lands necessary to this enterprise 

are being rapidly taken up, and the chances of being able to 

carry it on greatly diminished. Mr. Whitney retired fro.m the 

last Congress disheartened, and has only been persuaded by the 

urgent solicitations of public meetings in several quarters, 

and by the promptings of numerous eminent men of the country., 

to make one more effort here. He is here, probably, for the 

last time.tt 

In conclusion we have for the f itst time presented to 

Congress the threat that if Whitney's road is not built across 

the United States, Great Britain will take up Whitney's help 

and build the road across Canada. 

The appendix to the report contains much valuable ma-

terial on Whitney's project, including the first three Whitney 

memorials·, the bill reported by this committee, resolutions 

of the various state legislatures and public meetins, a state-

ment of the population, resources and products of Asia, and 

a circul~r letter of Whitney's dated February 24, 1849, in which 

he consents to the construction of a southern branch of the 
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road "running southerly to the waters of the Red river, at a 

point not exceeding 250 miles westerly from Vicksburg, and then 

by the Paso del Norte, or some other practicable pass, to San 

Diego or San Francisco, on the Pacific coast, along that route 

which shall be found practicable." This is the amendment which 

Senator Foote proposed to the Niles bill January 29,1849 but 

which was not acted upon. In the pamphlet explaining his pro-

ject which Whitney published in 1849, "A Project for a Railroad 

to the Pacific;• he again indorsed this amendment publicly~5 and 

the House bill of this session leaves the choice of route open, 

authorizing Whitney to construct the road from any point that 

he may designate, upon Lake Michigan or the Mississippi river, 

through the public land of the United States, on a line as near-

ly straight as the face of the country will admit, to some point 
46 

on the Pacific ocean, where a suitable harbor may be had. 

The chairman of the Senate Committee on Roada·and c~~ala, 

Bright of Indi~na, brought in a Whitney bill (S.333) and report 

September 12, 1850. The bill ~as read and passed to a second 

. d h t d d . t d47 N f th t reading an t e repor was or ere pr1n e • o ur .. er ac -

ion was taken on the bill. This committee had as its members: 

Jene D. Bright of Indiana, David R. Atchison of Missouri, Al-

bert c. Greene of Rhode Island, Henry S. Foote of Mississippi, 

and Presley Spruance of Delaware~8 

45. P.31. 
46. The bill is in 31-1, H.rp.140, pp.43 to 50. 
47 •. s.J.,31-1, serial 548, p.625. C.G.,31-1, p.1809. 
48. S.J.,31-1, serial 548, pp.9-10. 

Report printed, 31-1, S.rp.194, serial 565. 12 pp. 
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The committee reports that 11 after duly sifting, weigh-

ing, and comparing the reasons for the different routes and 

the different plans, your committee have come to the conclusion 

that the plan submitted by Mr. Asa Whitney of New York~ is the 

one which ought to be adopted." The plan is generally approved 

throughout the country: "the opinion of the country is almost 

universally concentrated on this plan." The advantages of the 

Whitney plan over others are enumerated: there are no consti-

tutional difficulties; there is a positive gain of $8,000,000 

from the sale of the land to Whitney; the capital to build the 

road is created by the increased value which the road gives to 

the lands; there is no necessity of tolls to pay interest on 

capital; the value of government land is increased by the road; 

public interest is safeguarded by the bill-if Whitney gets rich 

from it he will have deserved to; Whitney 1 s route is the only 

one with available lands, timber, and other material, and is 

the most direct and practicable route from the Atlantic cities 

to the Pacific; there will be no p~rty strife and no stock-job-

bing; and the road will completely revolutionize the commercial 

life of the world and make the heart of our country the centre 

of the world. The plan must be adopted now if it ever is to be 

because the lands are being taken up. "Your committee are a-

ware that there is a portion of the people of the country who 

would prefer a more southern route; but as there has been no 

plan in that direction submitted which does not look to the 

public treasury or to the credit of the government for means; 

it should not, as your committee thi~, conflict in any way 

with this plan, which provides and creates its own means out 
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of that which in any other application would not be likely to 

produce any direct benefit to the nation." 

But for all these reports, nothing further was done in 

either house toward adopting Whitney•_ s plan in this session of 

Congress. And this session marks the end of any really serious 

effort to get the plan adopted. 

There is very little of importance in the study of the 

Pacific railroad in the 2nd session cif the 31st Congress. 

In his annual message, December 2,1850, President Fill-

more referred to the recommendation concerning the opening of 

a communication with the Pacific which President Taylor had 

made to the preceding session, · repeating and emphasizing that 

d t . 49 recornmen a ion. 

In the annual report of the Secretary of the Interior, A. 

H.H.Stuart, which was sent to Congress with the President's 

message, the Secretary spoke of the need of a communication 

with the Pacifi9, entirely within our own territory. "Whether 

this can best be accomplished by a. railway, a turnpike, or a 

plank road, or by a combination of the different modes of im-

provement, can only be determined after a careful survey of 

the country and its resources shall have been made •.• The gi-

gantic character of the work ••• admonishes us of the necessity 

of adopting every precaution in ascertaining the best means 

of effecting the obj:ect •.• ~I therefore ... suggest t~e propriety 

of authorizing an immediate examination of the country, and 

such s-urveys as may be necessary to determine the practicabil-
ity and probable cost of the· work." 5 O 

49. S.J.,31-2,serial 586, p.14. H.J. ,31-2,serial 594, 
p.16. C.G.,31-2, p.4. 

50. 31-1,S.ex.doc.l,p.30,serial 58? 
Also in 31-1,H.ex.doc.1,serial 595 
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December 23, in the House, Edward Stanly of North 
Carolina moves that the rules be suspended to enable him to 
introduce a resolution to grant the use of the hall of the House 
to Asa Whitney to explain his project. The motion was decid-
ed in the negative, since it did not get the 2/3 vote necess-
ary for passage. January 13, 1851, Representative Alexander 
H. Stephens of Georgia made a similar motion for a similar pur-
pose; the motion carried, 129 to 54, and the resolution to grant 
the use of the hall to Whitney was agreed to. 51 February 5, 6 
memorials from citizens of Philadelphia approving Whitney's 
plan were presented in the House and referred to the Committee 
on Roads and Canals. February 24 a memorial from John Plumbe, 
in behalf of the settlers of California, opposing Whitney's 
project, was laid before the Senate~ 2 

Benton's central national highway scheme was introduced 
again December 16, 1850 and referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. Benton made another long and oratorical speech up-
on it when he introduced the bill (S.373) but the bill was not 
reported back to the Senate~3 A memorial of an Iowa City meet-
ing for the construction of a military road from Council Bluffs 
to Sacrament City presented in the Senate January 6, was re-

_ported upon adversely by Jeff~rson Davis from the Committee on 
54 Military Affairs, January 15. Two other plans for roads 

were presented: one a memorial from citizens of Pennsylvania 

51. H.J. ,31-2, serial 594, pp.82, 136-138.C.G.,31-2, 
pp.113,226. 

52. See lists of memorials in appendix. . 
53. S.J.,31-2, serial 586, p.38. C.G~,31-2,pp.56-58 

(speech and bill given) 
54. S.J.,31-2, serial 586,pp.66,86. C.G.,31-2,pp.1?8,225. 

Report printed, 31-2, S.rp.240,serial 593. 
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for a macadamized turnpike road from_the Atlantic to the Pacif-

ic~5 and ~he other, a House bill (No.492) for a post road from 

Fort Smith to San Diego, reported from the Committee on Post 
• 

Office and Post Roads~6 No further action was taken upon eith-

er plan. 

Carver once more brought in his memorial. It was pre-

sented in the Senate January 6, 1852 by Dickinson and referred 

to the Committee on Roads and Canals~7 In the House it was pre-

sented January ii, by Schermerhorn and referred to the Committ-

ee on Public Roads~8 Two memorials, one from John Plumbe and 

one from the Legislature of California both of which petitioned 

for a railroad from the Mississippi to the Pacific, were the on-

ly others on the subject brought in during this session~9 

No committee of either house reported upon the subject 

of the Pacific railroad in this 2nd session of the 31st Congress. 

55~ House, Feb.27, 1851. H.J.,31-2, serial 594, p.360. 
56. Ibid.,p.444. 
57. S.J.,31-2,serial 586, p.65. C.G.,31-2,p.178. 
58. · H.J.,31-2,serial 594,p.131. C.G.,31-2,p.225. 
59. See lists of memorials in appendix. 



V. The last of the movement. 

32nd Congress. 

Asa Whitney presented a fourth memorial to Congress, 

during the 1st session of the 32nd Congress. December 18, 

1851, it was laid before the House of Representatives by Alex-

ander H.Stephens of Georgia and referred to the Committee on 

C- 1 Roads and anals. It was presented in the Senate February 

12, 1852 by Hannibal Hamlin of Maine and referred to the Com- · 
2 mittee on Post Office and Post Roads. 

Whitney gives a short history of the plan and then 

explains it. The only change in the plan is that he now would 

build the road in 12 mi.le instead of 10 mile sections. He men-

tions the approval which the plan has had from state legisla-

tures and public meetings. And now it has been approved also 
" in England. Whitney '~has recently returned from a visit to 

England, where his project has been discussed and thorough!~ 

examined, from the crown ministers to all classes--where engi-

neers and men of science of the highest standing have given it 

their endorsement and support--where it has been pronounced 
t a new science in civi.lization and settlement'--where capital-

ists have declared it a sure investment, and a certain and a-

vailable plan of means, and the only available plan of means 

for this work, whether built on our own or on British terri-

tory--and where the necessary amount of means to commence and 

1. H.J.,32-1, serial 632, p.296. 
2. S.J.,32-1, serial 610, p.326. 

The memorial was not ordered ,printed by either 
house, but it is printed as a part of the report 
of the House Comm. on Roads and Canals,32-1,H.rp.101 
pp.6-10,serial 656. 

83. 
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successfully prosecute the work with vigor, has been tendered 

to your memorialist, and will be at his disposal as soon as it 

may be required." A letter from Sir Roderick Murchison, Presi-

dent of the Royal Geographical Society, to "one of the ministers 

of the crown" is included in the memorial. The writer says 

that he has presided over meetings both of his society and of 

the British Association for the Advancement of Science, at which 

Whitney's project has been fui1y discussed and that the more 

his scheme is considered the more it obtains assent; that Whit-

ney fears that "the unoccupied land on the northwestern shore 

of Lake Michigan (where his eastern terminus is proposed to be) 

may be sold and occupied beforehand. In that case the scheme 

as dependent on the United States must drop." 

Whitney once more discusses the great commercial possi-

bilities of the road, its political necessity, and the advantage 

of the demand for labor which it will create. In conclusion he 

declares that he has devoted himself to the cause for nearly 

ten years and "has now done all that within him lieth for the 

accomplishment of this great object." If Congress will act in 

favor of it in this session he is ready to go to work; "but if 

against it, then will your memorialist feel himself absolved 

from the pledges which he has made to the people -· of the United 

States." 

One memorial against Whitney's project was presented 

in this session, again from John Plumbe, in behalf of settlers 

and miners of California. It was referred to the Committee on 
3 Post office and Post Roads. 

3. See list of memorials in appendix. 



Hartwell Carver still is ·working for his plan, too. 

His memorial was presented again in this session, in the Sen-

ate, March 24, 1852 by Mallory of Florida, and was ref.erred 
4 

also to the Committee on Post Office and Post Roads. To the 

same Committee was referred the memorial of Ovid F.Johnson 

85. 

and his associates, proposing to construct a railroad and line 

of telegraph from New Orleans to San Francisco, which was pre-
5 sented June 9, by Serator Rush, of Texas. A memorial of A.W. 

Paul and others, proposing to construct a railroad from the 

Missouri river to the Pacific ocean, was presented in the Sen-

ate, March 3, by Wade of Ohio, and referred to the Committee 

on Public Lands. On l11farch 31, on motion of Felch it was re-
6 ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Congress in this session had another memorial from 

Robert Mills, who sent in a plan for a railroad and telegraph-

ic communication to the Pacific ocean, which Borland of Arkan-

sas put before the Senate, May 5, and Frederick P. Stanton 

of Tennessee, before the House,May 25. In the House it was 

referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. In the Sen-

ate it went to the Committee on Public Lands? In this memor-

ial Mills proposes a route with two eastern termini, St.Louis 

and Memphis, to meet at Van Buren, Arkansas, then on to El 

Paso, along the Gila valley, and to San Diego. The government 

should construct the road. 

Three other memorials for a Pacific railroad were pre-

4. S.J. ,32-1,serial 610,p.301. 
5. Ibid, p.461. 
6. S.J.,327-1, serial 610, pp.241, 323. 
7. S.J.,32-1,serial 610,p.390.C.G. ,32-l,p.1240. 

H.J.,32-1,serial 632,p.730. 
The memorial is printed in 32-1,S.rp.344, serial 631. 
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sented in the Senate. One, for a railroad from Lake Michigan 

to the Pacific to be built by the government, was presented by 

Senator Shields of Illinois; one was from a Settlers• and Min-

ers' Convention held at Sacramento, California, and asked for 

a railroad from the.Mississippi valley to the Pacific; the oth-

er was from citizens of Pennsylvania, for a railroad to the Pa-
8 

cific. All were referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Three committees.reported on a Pacific railroad during 

the session: the House Committee on Roads and Canals, and the 

Senate Committees on Post Office and Pos·t Roads and Public 

Lands. John L. Robinson of Indiana was again chairman of the 

House Committee on Roads and Canals to which Whitney's fourth 

memorial had been referred. January 30, 1852, he brought in 

a bill (H.R.No.186) to carry out Whitney's project, and a re-

port upon the subject. The bill was referred to the Col!lIIlittee 

of the Whole House, but no further action was taken upon it. 

It was the last Whitney bill reported to the House. The report 
9 

was ordered printed. The Committee urges the speedy adopt-

ion of Whitney's plan "as the only_consti tuti2_gal_ and feasible 

plan f£!: th~ accomp!.ishm~!_!.!!_oL t.!}is vas t!Y important work_E~r

haps for a~ 12_.come,_i[_e~" The committee again presents 

· the arguments for the plan and again strongly approves the plan. 

It still maintains that Whitney should be the judge of the route, 

but "to meet the desire so often expressed for a more southern 

8. See lists of memorials in appendix. 
9. H.J.,32-1,serial 632, p~296. C.G.,32-1,p.437. 

Report printed, 32-1,H.rp.101,serial 656,9 pp. 



route, another section, No.20,has been added to the bill,which 

sets apart the same amount of land for a road to commence not 

north of Memphis, and run thence to the Rio del Norte and to 
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the Pacific, on precisely the same terms and conditions as speci-

fied in the bill for Mr. Whitney, provided any party will so 

undertake it. 11 

April 1, Rush of Texas, chairman of the Senate Committ-

ee on Post Office and Post Roads, which had Whitney's memorial 

under consideration, reported a bill (S.334) to set apart and 

sell a portion of the public lands for the construction of cer-

tain railroads to the Pacific ocean. The plan, as explained 

by Rush, was to set apart and sell to Asa Whitney a portion of 

the public land to enable him to construct a railroad from Lake 

Michigan or the Mississippi river to the Pacific ocean; and al-

so to set apart and sell to Samuel L.Selden, Robert T.Scott, 

and their associates, a portion of the public lands to enable 

them to construct a railroad from a point on the west bank of 

the Mississippi river, not north of Memphis, to run thence to 

the Rio del Norte a.n.d the Pacific ocean, at Santiago or San 

Francisco, or some other suitable point. No further action was 

taken upon the bill~O Borland, from the Senate Committee on 

Public Lands, reported on Mills's memorial May 5. The committ-

ee still favored surveys instead of definite action, saying 

that so far its recommendations for surveys had not been adopt-

ed and "no information of a chqracter or in an amount suffic-

ient to determine a proper route, and justify Congress in tak-

10. S.J.,32-1,p.326, C.G.,32-1,p.941. 



ing definite action for its location and construction, has yet 

been obtained." The committee does not endorse Mills's views 
11 but make his memorial an appendix to the report. 

88. 

This session marks the end of the attempt to get Cong-

ress to take favorable action upon Whitney's project. The pro-

ject had been formulated when only Oregon belonged to the Unit-

ed ~tates, and that not absolutely at first, and there was lit-

tle actual demand as well as little actual planning for a rail-

road to the Pacific. With ~hitney's agitation, with the con-

q~st of California from Mexico, and with the discovery of gold 

in California, public attention was turned toward the question 

of opening a communication with the Pacific. Whitney did much 

to spread the belief in the practica.bili ty of a railroad for 

that purpose. But the very thing which made it possible for 

him to interest people in his plan, the opening up of Californ-

ia, doomed that plan to failure. With so many possible routes 

opened up, it was not likely that Congress and the whole count-

ry would take up a route proposed when it was the only poss-

ible one, especially when that route was so far north as Whit-

ney•s was, and when the plan for building it put the whole ac-

complishment in the hands of one man and involved what seemed 

a virtual gift to that one man of a vast amount of p~blic land. 

Whitney tried to get his plan through by modifying his 

route, and finally by consenting that another road on a south-

ern route should be built on the same plan as his. But the 

11. S.J.,32-1,serial 610,p~612. 
Report printed, 32-1, S. rp. 344, serial 631, 1? PP~• 



89. 

feeling that further investigation was necessary before action 

was strong, the demand for the public land was constantly in-

creasing, the sectional rivalries over the eastern terminus of 

the road were all the time developing and becoming more bitter, 

and Whitney's project declined and disappeared, as it was in~ 

evitable that it should do. 
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EXPLANATION OF MAP A. 

Pr~osed routes for a· Pacific Railroad. 

I. Whitney's original route: 

1st Memorial: 11 Railroad to commence at some point 
to be fixed upon as the most de-
sirable on the shores of Lake Mich-
igan, between the 42nd arrl 45th 
degrees of north latitude; thence 
west to the gap or pass in the 
mountains; and thence by the most 
practicable route to the Pacific 
Ocean. 11 

2nd Memorial: "Your memoriali st • • • passed over 
and examined the country for about 
seven hundred miles of tre proposed 
route • • • From Green Bay to Milwaukee 
• • • from thence to the Mississippi 
• • • (which) can be bridged at or 
near Prairie du Chien.1t Struck 
Missouri in latitude 43-1/2 degrees. 

3rd Memorial: "from the lake to the ocean, on a 
straight line • • • from the lake 
to the pass in the mountains • • • 
thence to the mouth of the Columbia 
ri,.ver, or to Puget sound." 

Niles bill, 30-1 
and Robinson bill, 31 Congress, 1st session, "from 

any point upon Lake Michigan or the 
Mississippi river ••• through the 
public lands ••• , on a line as 
nearly straight as the face of the 
country will admit, and where the 
streams may be bridged to some point 
on the Pacific oeean where a suitable 
harbor may be had. 

4th Memorial: "from Lake Michigan to the Pacific 
ocean." 

II. Foote amendment (presented Jan.29,1849.) 
"After crossing the Missouri River where it calill be 

bridged, a branch shall be con-
structed, running south to the waters 
of the Red River and to the pass, or 
some more southern pass, (if any,) to 
San Diego or San Francisco. " (Whit-
ney Project, p.31.) 



III. Plan of 32nd Coneress. 
Robinson bill, 32 Congress, 1 session. 

~hitney to build on his norttern 
route. Some one elss may build on 
same terms on route ''to commence 
not north of Hemphis, and run thence 
to the Rio del Norte and to the 
Pacific." 

Rusk bill, 32 Congress, 1 session. Whitney to build 

IV. Other routes: 

by his route and others by a route 
"from a point on the west bank of the 
Mississippi river, not north of the 
neighborhood of Memphis, Tennessee, 
to run thence to the Rio del Norte 
and the Pacific ocean, at Santiago 
or San Francisco, or other point 
su it ab 1 e for the pu rp o s ~: • " C • G • 
32-1 t p. 941. 

1. From Fort Leavenworth, via Santa Fe and the 
G1la river, to San Diego. 

2. From Memphis to the line of the preceding route. 
3. From Galveston to the line of the preceding route 

at "the pass." 
4. From St.Louis up the Kansas and Platte Rivers 

to "the South pass.~ 

Whitney's Project, pp.25 to 30 
and map. 
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ClffiONOLOGICAL OUTLINE. 

1844. 

28th Congress, 2nd session. 
Senate Journal, serial 448. 
House Journal, serial 462. 
Congressional Globe. 

Dec. 2. President Tyler's annual message. Recom-
mended establishment of military post on 
route to Oregon. 

1845. 

H. J., p. 15. 
C. G •• p. 3. 

Jan. 17. House. Wentworth -- petition of citizens 
of Kane county, Illinois, extablishment of 
a railroad between the Mississippi and Col-
umbia rivers. To Committee on Territories. 

H. J. , p.. 221. 

Jan. 28. Senate. Dickinson (N. Y.) -- Vlhitney'a 
first memorial. To Committee on Roads and 
Canals, and printed. 

s. J., p. 114. 
C. G., p. 204. 

{Printed, Sen. doc. 69, serial 451.) 

Jan. 28. House. Zadock Pratt (N. Y.) -- Whitney's 
first memorial. To Cormnittee on Roads and 
Canals. 

H. J., p. 283. 
c. G., p. 218. 
(Printed, H. doc. 72, serial 464.) 

Mar. 3. House. Owen, from Committee on Roads and 
Canals, submitted report on Whitney memor-
ial. Laid on table. · 

H. J. , p. 550. 
(H. of rp. 199, serial 468. 

Mar. 3. House. Ada.ma ( J. Q., of Mass.) -- petition 
of James Riley, inquiry into expediency of 
establishing a great central railroad from 
New York City or some toher Atlantic city 
to the pacific ocean. Laid on table. 

H. J. , p. 578. 



1845. 

29th Coneress, 1st session 
Senate Journal, serial 469 
House Journal,serial 479 
Congressional Globe. 

Dec.2. Message President Polk-recommends establishment of 
overland mail to Pacific. 

S.J.,17 
H.J., 24 
C.G.,? 

Dec.19 House. Bowlin resolutions on exploration and mial 
route agreed to. Comm. ·on ivfili tary Affairs to in-
quire into expediency. 

H.J., 139 

Dec.29 House. Maclay-Willus's memorial. Com. on Roads and 
Canals. 

H.J., 169 

1846 

Jan.12 House. Cathcart-petition of citizens of Goshen, 
Indiana, for appropriations for a railroad to Ore-
gon. To Comm. on R. & C. 

C. G. , 196 
For a national railroad from some point on the 
Mississippi to the mouth of the Columbia. 

H.J., 234. 

Jan.15. House. Horris-memorial of citizens of Belmont 
County, Ohio, grant of land for construction of 
a railroad from Lake Michigan to the Columbia riv-
er. 

H.J., 256 
C .G., 212 

Jan.22: House. Cathcart-memorial of E.M.Chamberlain and 
E.W.N.Ellis of Goshen, Indiana, asking donation 
of land in Indiana, to aid in construction of a 
rr. as a connecting link in contemplated route 
acres s the continent. To Comm. on Public Lands. 

H.J •. ,284 
C.G.,236 

Jan.22 House. Cathcart-memorial of sundry citizens of 
Elkhart county, Indiana, construction by Congress 
of rr. to Oregon. To Comm. on Roads & Canal. 

C.G. ,236 
H.J. ,284 
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Feb.9 House. Cathcart-petition of A.Wil.cox and 65 citi-
zens of Koscinsko county, Indiana, national rail-
road from the Mississippi to the mouth of the Col-
umbia. 

H.J.,371 
C.G. ,355 

Feb.13 House. Cathcart-memorial of citizens of Wabash, 
Koscinsko, and Whitley counties, Indiana, construct-
ion of a national railroad to the mouth of the Co-
lurnbi a.. To Comm. on Roads & Canals. 

H.J. ;385 
C. G., 368 

Feb.18 House. Robert Smith-Mills's memorial. To Comm.on 
Roads & Canals. 

H.J. ,430 
C. G., 400 

Feb.21 House. Hamlin-petition of citizens of Maine, rail-
road from the Mississippi to the mouth of the Colum-
bia. To Comm. on Roads and Canals. 

. H.J. ,446 

Feb.24 Senate. Breese-Whitney's 2nd memorial. To Comm. 
on Public Lands printed. 

S.J.,161 
C.G. ,414 
(29-1, S.doc.161, serial 473). 

Feb.26 House. Preston -King-memorial of citizens of Low-
ville, Lewis county, N.Y., appropriations to con-
struct national rr. from the Mississippi to Oregon 
to Comm. on Territories. 

H.J.,464 

Feb.2'7 House. Sawyer-petition from citizens of Ohio. rr 
to Oregon. Comm. on Roads and Canals. 

C. G. ,439 

Feb.28 House. Strong':'"'petition of Abiah Cook, Smith M. Purdy 
and others, citizens of Chenango,N.Y., construction 
of a rr. to the mouth of the Columbia. 

H.J. ,4?3 
C.G~441 

----·-----.... 
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~~ar. 2 

Mar. 3 

Mar.4 

Mar.4 

29-l 

Senate. Semple from Com~. on Post office and Post 
Roads, bill (S.103) to establish post route from 
Independence to the Pacific. Read and passed to 
second reading. Report and documents ordered print-
ed. 

S.J. ,171 
C.li.,442 
(Bill did not pass) 

Senate. Niles-motion that 3,000 extra copies of 
Semple report be printed. On motion of Calhoun, sub-
ject referred to Co~m. on Printing. 

S.J. ,176 
C .G. , 449 

Senate. Hannegan-memorial of citizens of Indiana, 
construction of a nntion0l road from some point on 
the Mississippi to the mouth of the Columbia. To 
Co~. on Public Lands. 

S.J.,1'77 
C.G.454 

Senate. Atherton, from Comm. on Printin5, recommend-
ed pasRage of motion of March 2 to print 3,000 extra 
copies of Semple report. Motion passed. 

s. J. t 1 79 
C.G.,455 

Mar.5 House. Starkweather-petition of 36 citizens of WP.yne 
County, Ohio, for national railroo.d from the Miss-
ouri river to the Pacific. To Comm. on Roads and 
Canal. 

H.J. ,494 
C. G. , 463 

hlar.9 House. Pettit-memorial of Andrew L. Robinson and 
43 others of Carroll county, Indiana, steps toward 
construction of a railroad from the Mississippi to 
the mouth of the Columbia. To Comm. on Territories. 

H.J. ,503 
C.G. ,473 

Mar.10 House. Starkweather-petition from citizens of Wayne 
county, Ohio, national railroad from the Missouri 
to the Pacific ocean. To Comm. on Roads and Canals 

H.J.,511 

Mar.16 House. Brinkerhoff-memorial of citizens of Richland 
County, ""hio, nat ionnl railroad from the Missouri to 
the Pacific. To Comm. on Roads and Canals. 

H.J.525 
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Mar.16 House. Starkweather-3 memorials of citizens of 
Stark county, Ohio, railroad from the Missouri 
to the Pacific. To Com. on Roads and Canals. 

H.J. ,525 

Mar.19 House. Starkweather-memorial of citizens of 
Stark county, Ohio, national railroad from the 
Missouri to the Pacific. To Comm. on Roads and 
Canals. 

Mar.19 

H.J.,541 

House. Tilden-memorial of H.B.Tucker and 
citizens of Summit CountyjUhio, national 
from the ~issouri river to the Pacific. 
on Roads and Canals. 

H.J. ,541 
C.G.528 

30 other 
railroad 
To Comm. 

Mar.30 House. Price-memorial of citizen of Knox county, 
Missouri, railroad from the Mississippi to the 
mouth of the Columbia. To Comm. on Roads and Can-
als. 

H.J. ,610 

April g House, Bowling, petition of Peter ' von Schmidt, 
establishment of a railroad from St.Louis to some 
navigable point on the Columbia. To Comm. on 
Territories. 

H.J. ,655 
C.G.672 

May 11 House,. Robert Mills, from the Com. on Roads and 
and Canals, resolution (given) that the Comm. on 
Engraving be instructed to inquire into the exped-
iency of providing a map to accompany the memorial 
of Robert Mills. Not adopted. 

H.J., 783 
C.G. 789 

July 13 House. Robert Smith, from Comm.on Roads and Canals, 
bill (No.513) to provide for survey of ~he Upper 
Missouri, Columbia, and Clark's rivers, and north 
pass. Report. Bill to Comm. of the Whole. 

H.J. , 1073 
(29-1,H.rp.773,serial 491) 
(No further action on bill) 
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July 17 Webster-Ashburton Treaty ratification exchanged. 

July 31 Senate. Breese, from Comm. on Public Lands. 
bill (S.246) to carry out Whitney plan. Report 
Bill read and passed to second reading. Report 
ordered printed without the maps. 

1846 

S.J. 461 
(29-1 1 S.doc.466, serial 478) 
(No further action on bill) 

In 29th Congress,2nd session 
Senate Journal, serial 492 
House Journal, serial 496 
Congressional Globe. 

Dec.15 Senate. Dix-resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce 
of New York in favor of a grant of public land to 
aid in the construction of a railroad from Lake 
Michigan to the Pacific. To Comm. on Public Lands. 

s .J. ,48 
C.G. ,32 

Dec.21 Senate. Dix-memorial of George Wilkes, that nation-
al railroad be constructed from the Miss :~; uri to 
the Pacific, together with eight other memorials 
of a similar character, all numerously signed. To 
Comm. on Public Lands. 

s .J. '57-8 
C.G. ,54 

Dec.22 Senate. Semple-resolution, considered by unanimous 
vote and agreed to: "That the Committee on Roads 
and Canals be instructed to inquire into the exped-
iency of incorporating a company to construct a rail-
road from some point on the Missouri river, west of 
the limits of the state of Missouri to the mouth of 
the Columbia River." 

S.J.,63 
C.G.,61 

Dec.22 House. Maclay--petition of George Wilkes and 1300 
citizens of New York city for a national railroad 
to the Pacific. To Committee on Roads and Canals. 

H.J. ,85 

Dec.29 House. Miller-Wilkes's petition. To Comm. on Roads 
and Canals. 

H.J. ,99 
C.G. ,97 
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Dec.29. House. Ingersoll-memorial of citizens of Philadelph-
ia favor Whitney plan. To Comm. on Roads and Canals. 

H.J.,110 

1847 

Jan.4 Senate. Cnmeron-2 petitions from citizens of Phila-
delphia aid of Congress in construction of a rail-
road from Lake Michigan to the Pacific. To Comm. 
on Public Lands. 

s .J. '77 
C. G. , 104 

Jan.5 Senate. Corwin-memorial of citizens of Dayton,Ohio, 
that a portion of the public land be applied to the 
construction of a railroad from Lake Michigan to 
the Pacific. To Comm. on Public Lands. 

S~J.,82 
C. G. , 111 

Jan.5 Sennte. Sturgeon-2 memorials from citizens of Phila-
delphia, that a por~ion of the public land may be 
appropriated to aid in the construction of a rail-
road from Lake Michigan to the Pacific ocean. 

S.J. ,82 
C.G.,111 

Jan. 5 House, Ingersoll-memorial from citizens of Philadel-
phia, Congress to set apart during the present sess-
ion the land asked· by Asa Whitney. To Comm. on Pub-
lic Lands. 

H.J., 135 
C.G.161 

Again the same notice, Jan.11, & Jan.20 
H.J. ,162,198. 

Jan.11 Senate. Cameron-memorial of citizens of Philadelphia, 
land to be appropriated for railroad from Lake Michi-
gan to the Pacific. To Com. on Public Lands. 

s .J. ·,93 
C.G. ,164 

Jan.16 Senate. Dix-memorial of citizens of New York, of 
like import with the foregoing. To Comm. on Public 
Lands. 

S.J.107 
C.G. ,199 



184? 29-2 

Jan.18 Senate. Corwin-memorial of c-itizens of Dayton,Ohio, 
of like import with the foregoing. To Comm. on 
Public Lands. 

s.J.,10?. 
C.G.,199 

Jan.18 House. Elias B.Holmes-memorial of Doctor Hartwell 
Carver, charter for a railroad from Lake Michigan 
to tpe Pacific, grant of land 20 miles on each side 
of the road. To Committee on Roads and Canals. 

H.J.,181 
C.G. ,213 

Jan.18 Ho~se. DeMo~t-memorial of citizens of New York, 
favor of Whitney plan. To Comm. on Public Lands. 

H.J. , 180 
C.G.213 

Jan.18 House. W.W.Campbell-memorial of citizens of New 
York City. Favor of Whitney plan. To Comm. on 
Roads and Canals. 

H.J. ,181 
C.G.213 

Jan.20 Senate. Cameron-memorial of citizens of Holidays-
burg, Pennsylvania, grant of public lands, rail-
road from Lake Michigan to the Pacific. To Comm. 
on Public Lands. 

S.J.,115 
C.G.,213 

Jan.21. House. Ingersoll-memorial of citizens of Philadelph-
ia, favor Whitney plan. To Comm.on Roads and Canals. 

H.J. ,204 

Jan.25 Senate. Cameron-memorial of citizens of Carbon Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania, grant of public land, railroad 
from Lake Michigan to the Pacific. To Comm. on Roads 
and Canals. 

S.J. ,128 
c. u. '245 

Jan.26 Senate. Cameron-memorial of citizens of Philadelphia, 
of like import with the foregoing. To Comm. on Roads 
and Canals. 

s. J. '132 
C.G. ,255 
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Jan.26 House. Brodhead-memorial of 150 citizens of Carbon 
county, Pennsylvania, favor Whitney plan. To Comm. 
on JPublic Lands. 

H.J.,231-2 
C .G. ,266 

Jan.27 House. Maclay-petitions from citizens of New York, 
Buffalo, and Philadelphia favor Wilkes plan. To 
Comm. on Public Lands. 

H.J ,236 

Jan.28 House. Leffler-memorial of citizens of Des Moines 
county, Iowa, favor Wilkes plan. To Comm. on Roads 
and Canals. 

H.J. , 245 

Feb.3 House. Sawyer-memorial of citizens of Montgomery 
county, Uhio, favor Whitney plan. To Comm. on Roads 
and Canals. 

Feb.4 

H._J. ,300 

Senate. Dix-two memorials from citizens of New York 
portion of public land to be set apart for a rail-
road from Lake Michigan to the Pacific. To Comm. 
on Public Lands. 

c.~.320 

S.J.164 

Feb.6 Senate. Allen-memorial of citizens of Wadsworth,Ohio, 
of like import with the foregoing. To Comm. on Pub-
lic Lands. 

s .J. , 170 
C.G.334 

Feb.6 House. Sawyer-memorial of citizens of Ohio, appropria-
tion of public lands for a railroad from the Miss-
issippi to the Pacific. To Com. on Roads and Canals. 

H.J. ,309 

Feb.8 House. Root-memorial of citizens of Medina county, 
Ohio, favor Whitney plan. To Com:m . on Public Lands. 

H.J. ,317 
Also by Brinkerhoff, Feb.9 

H.J. ,323 

Feb.10. House. Hastings-proceedings of a public meeting 
held in Iowa City, Iowa. Jan.13,1847, relative to 
a railroad from the Mississippi to the Pacifi6, on 
Asa Whi'tney'·s plan. To Comm. on Roads and Canals. 

H.J. ,32? 
C .G. ,391 
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Feb.18 House. Brinkerhoff-memorial of citizens of Richland 
County,Ohio. favor Whitney plan. To Comm. on Roads 
and Cana.ls. 

H.J.,375. 

Feb.19 House. Cummins-memorial of citizens of Sharon, 
Medina county~· Ohio, favor Whitney plan. To Com. 
on Roads & Canals. 

H.J.386 

Feb.19 House. Tilden-memorial of Daniel Upsen and sundry 
other citizens of Summit county, Ohio, construction 
of a railroad from Lake Michigan to the Pacific on 
plan of Asa Whitney. To Comm. on Roads and Canals. 
· H.J.386 

C.G.472 

Feb.20 Senate. Dix-petition 30 ft.long from citizens of · 
New York against appropriation of lands for a Pacif-
ic r2ilroad. To Comm. on Public Lands. 

S.J. ,213 
C .G. ,462 

Feb.24 House. Giddings-memorial of citizens of Media County 
Ohio, .favor Whitney plan. Laid on table. 

H.J ,418 

Feb.25 Senate. Bright-resolutions Indiana legislature favor 
Whitney plan. Read and ordered printed. 

s.J.,226 
(29-2, S.doc.194, serial 495). 

Feb.25 Senate. Breese-memorial from citizens of Peoria coun-
ty, Illinois, grant of public land for railroad from 
Lake Michigan to the Pacific. Laid on table. 

s .J. ' . 226 
C.G.505 

Feb.26. House. Resolutions Indiana Legislature favor Whitney 
plan. Laid on table. 

H.J.,429 
C.G.518 
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Dec.8 

Dec.9 

30th Congress,lst session 
Senate Journal,serial 503 
aouse Journal,serial 513 

Senate. Dix-resolutions of the New York Legislature 
in favor of Whitney project. Laid on table & print-
ed. 

S.J. ,40 
C.G.12 
(30-1,S.misc.doc.1,serial 511) 

Senate. Clarke-resolutions Rhode Island Legislature 
favor Whitney project. Ordered printed. 

S.J.,42 
C.G.,15 (30-1,S.misc.doc.4,serial 511) 

Dec.13 Senate. Bradbury-resolutions Maine Legislature 
favor Whitney project. Printed. 

S.J.,43. 
C. G. , 19 
(30~1,S.misc.doc.5,serial 511) 

Dec.18, House. Hunt-resolutions New York Legislature 
favor Whitney project. To Com. on Roads arui Canals 
and printed. 

H.J.,106 
C.G. ,42 

Dec.20 Senate. Baldwin-resolutions Connecticut Legislature 
favor Whitney project, Printed. 

S.J. ,59 
C.G. ,51 

(30-1, S.misc.doc.18,serial 511) 

Dec.20, House. Cranston-resolution Rhode Island Legislature 
favor Whitney plan. Laid on table and printed. 

1848 

H.J. ,113 
c.1..r.,56 

Jan.4, House. Leffler-resolutions of an Iowa City meeting 
in favor of a railroad from the Mississippi to the 
to the Pacific. To the Comrn.i ttee on Roads and Can-
als. 

H.J. ,190 
C.9 ,103 

Jan.17 House. Cocke-resolution of General Assembly of 
Tennessee favor of a railroad from Lake Michigan 
to the Pacific. 

H.J.246 
C .G. , 179 
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Jan.17 Senate Felch (Michigan) Whitney's 3rd Memorial. 
To Conunittee on Public Lands and printed. 

S.J.,112 (30-1,S.misc.doc.28,serial 511) 
C.G. ,182 

Jan.17 House. Stanton-memorial of Robert Mills,new route. 
To Committee on Post Office and Post Roads. 

H.J. ,247 

Jan.17 Senate Turney-resolutions Tenness·ee Legislation 
favor Whitney project. To Corn. on Roads and 
6anals and printed. 

S.J.,113 (30-1,S.misc.doc.29,serial 511) 
C. G., 182 

Jan.24 House. Hill-resolutions Tennessee Legislations 
favor Whitney project. To Comm. on Roads and 
Canals. 

H.J. ,279 

Jan.27 House. Elias B.Hblmes of New York-memorial of Dr. 
Hartwell Carver, for a charter for a railroad 
from Lake Michigan to the Pacific; two diff~rent 
terminations on the Pacific; donation of right. of 
way and materials from the public lands. To Comm. 
on Roads and Canals. 

H.J.,306 
C.G.264 

Jan. 31 House. Harris-resolutions Alabama Legislature favor 
Whitney plan. Laid on table-printed. 

H.J.,323 (30-1,H.misc.doc.17,serial 523) 
C.G. ,268 

Jan.31 House. Wentworth-memorial of Charles B. Collins 
of Chicago, measures for the construction of a 
railroad from the Missouri river to the Pacific. 
To Com'T1. on Roads & Lands. 

H.J. ,338 

Feb.9 Senate. Dickinson-memorial of George Wilkes, adop-
tion of measures for the construction of a nation-
al railroad from the Missouri river to the Pacific. 
To Comm. on Roads and Canals. 

s .J. '160 
C.G. ,32? 

Feb.15 Senate. Sevier-memorial of Robert Mills, proposing 
a new route to the Pacific. To Comm. on Library 
and printed with maps. 

S.J.,175 (30-1,S.misc.doc.51,serial 511) 
C.G. ,361. 
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Feb.16 House. Maclay-petition of George Wilkes. To Comm. 
on Public , Lands. 

H.J.423 

Feb. 24 Senate. ·Berrien-resolutions Georgia Legislature 
favor Whitney project. Printed and laid on table. 

s .J . ·, 188 
C,G.,387 (30-1,S.misc.doc.58,serial 511) 

Mar.l Senate. Breese-resolutions Illinois Legislature 
in favor of Whitney plan. Laid on taple and print-
ed. 

S.J.,197 
C.G ,410 (30-1,S.misc.doc.76,serial 511) 

Mar.2 House. Root-petition of citizens of Neward,Ohio. 
favor Whitney plan. To Comm.on Roads and Canals. 

H.J. ,486 

Mar.3 Senate. Dayton-resolutions New Jersey Legislature 
favor Whitney plan. Remarks . of Dayton, unfavorable. 
Laid on table and prj_nted. 

S.J.,200 
C.G.,423 (30-1,S.misc.doc.77,serial 511) 

Mar.13 House. Hampton of New Jersey-resolutions New Jers-
ey Legislature favor Whitney plan. To Comm. on 
Pub 1 ic Lands and ordered printed. 

H.J.,542 
C.G. ,459 

Mar.13 House. Thompson and Strong of Pa.-resolutions Penn-
sylvania Legislature favor Whitney plan. Laid on 
table and ordered printed. 

H.J. ,542-3 
C.G.,459 (30-1,H.misc.doc.47,serial 523) 

Mar.13 House. Edsall-resolutions New Jersey Legislature 
favor Whitney plan. Ordered to : lie on table-be 
printed. 

H.J.545 
C. G. ,459 

Mar.13 House. King of Georgia-resolutions of the State of 
Georgia favor Whitney plan. To Comm. on Roads and 
Canals, and ordered printed. 

H.J. ,546. 
c.~.,459 

Mar.15 Senate. Cameron-resolutions Pennsylvania Legislature 
favor Whitney plan. Laid on table. 

s.J.,212 
c.~.466 
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Mar.20. House. Hampton of Pa.-resolutions Pennsylvania 
Legislature relative to Whitney plan. To Comm. 
on Roads and Canals. Printed. 

H.J.586 
C.G.505 (30-1,H.misc.doc.4?,serial 523) 

Mar.22 House. Clark of Ky. -resolutions Kentucky Legislat-
ure relative to Whitney plan. To Comm.on Public 
Lands. Request for consideration of Whitney plan-
not wholly favorable. Ordered printed. 

H.J. ,596 
C.~., 521 (30-1,H.misc.doc.55,serial 523) 

Mar.27 Senate. Johnson of Md.,resolutions of Maryland 
Legislature favor of appropriating public land to 
make a railroad from Lake Michigan to the Pacific. 
Laid on table. 

S.J. 1 236 
C.G.540 

Mar.27 House. Giddings-petition of citizens of Cleveland 
favor Whitney plan. To Comm. on Roads and Canals. 

H.J.619 

Mar.27 Senate. Dix-petition of Benjamin S.Henning. praying 
a1d ·or governme·nt in exploring route ·for :propQsed rr. 
communication connecting the waters of the Mississ-
ippi with the Pacific. To Comm. on Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

S.J.,235 
c.~. 540 

Mar.28 House. Pollock-Whitney, 3rd Memorial. To a select 
Committee. 

H.J.620 
C.G.541. 

Conrrn.appointed Apr.6, H.J.p.655 

?.-rar.28 House. Evans of Md.-resolutions Maryland legislature 
favorable to Whitney plan. Referred to the Select 
Comm, this day directed to be appointed on subject, 
and ordered printed.(30-1,H.misc.doc.No.68,serial 
523) 

H.J.620 
C.G.548 

Mar.29 House.Comm.on Post Office and Post Roads. discharg-
ed from Mills men. and it laid on table. 

H.J.626, ~See Jan.17) 
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Apr.13 House. Crowell-petition ~lpheus Wright and others, 
citizens of Tallmadget Summit County,Ohio, favor 
Whitney plan. Prayed action at this session. To the 
select Comm. on Whitney plan. 

H.J.·,679 
C.G. ,624 

Apr.17 Senate. Allen-resolution Ohio Legislature favor 
Whitney plan, and memorials from Wadsworth, Ohio. 
and from Summit County,9hio, numerously signed, 
favor of Whitney plan. ~aid on table and printed 
(only ~eg.resolutions) 

S.J. ,282 
C.G.639 (30-1. S.misc.doc.124,serial 511) 

April 18 House. On motion of Nathan Evans, ordered, that 
Comm.on Public Lands be discharged from further 
consideration of resolutions of Georgia and New 
Jersey legislatures, relative to Whitney plan, 
and that it be referred to the select Comm. on 
same. 

Apr.25 

Apr.25 

Apr.26 

Apr.2? 

Apr.28 

H.J., 701. 

House~ . Marsh (Vt. )-memo rial of John Peck and oth-
ers, citizens of Burlington, Vt., favor Whitney 
plan. To the select comm. on Whitney plan. 

H.J., 718 
C. G. , 675. 

House. Wilson, memorial of John ti.Plumbe, railroad 
from Lake Michigan to Pacific. To Comm.on Lands 
and Canals. 

H.J., 722 

House. Comm. on Public Lands discharged from 
Wilkes petition and it to select Comm. on Whitney 
plan. 

H.J. ,726 (See Feb.16) 

House Crowell-~tition of citizens Summit County, 
Ohio, favor Whitney plan. To Comm. on Roads and 
Canals. 

H.J., ?40 

House. Peck-resolution Vermont Legislature favor 
Whitney plan. Laid on table and ordered printed. 

H.J.?44 
(30-1, H.misc.doc.75, serial 523) 
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Apr.28 

May 3 

May 3 

May 8 

May 13 

June 3 

30-1 

House. Comm. on R.& c.,on motion of Holmes, dis~ 
charged from Carver mem and it to select conun. on 
Whitney. (See Jan. 27) 

H.J.,746 

House, Maryin-another Carve memorial. To Comm. on 
Roads and ~anals • . 

H.J.,?58 

House. McClelland, from select committee ~pointed 
to consider Whitney plan, reported bill to carry 
it out. Referred to the Corn. of the Whole and ord-
ered printed. 

(H.R.bill no.468) 
H.J. 755 
C.G. ,716 

Senate. Upham-resolution Vermont Legislature favor 
Whitney plan. Laid on table and ordered printed. 

S.J. ,321 
c. 1.1. ' 73? 

House. Adams-resolution Ky. Legislature favor Whit-
ney plan. Laid on table and ordered printed. 

H.J·., ?93 
C.G. ,'764 (30-1,H.misc.doc.55, serial 523) 

House. Sawyer-named Whitney bill in list of import-
ant bills still to come up. 

C. G., 814 

June 10 House. Wm.G.Brown-memorial of citizens of Wheeling 
versus Whitney plan (land grant) To select comm. 

H.J. ,881 

June 19 Senate. Hale-petition from the inhabitants of Rosen-
dale, Wis.,remonstrating agai~st granting land to 
Whitney. To Com. on Public Lands. 

s . J • , 39 5-6 • 
c. u. ,853 

June 23.House. Pollock, from select comm. on Whitney plan, 
report to accompany bill previously reported (May 3) 
Referred to Comm. of the Whole, and ordered printed. 
No further action. 

H.J. ,947 
C. G., 868 

(Printed. 30-1 H.rp.733, serial 526) 
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June 26 Senate. Borland, from Comm. on Public Lands, to 
whom Whitney mem. was referred, reported joint 
resolution (S.joint resolution No.29) providing 
for a survey and exploration of one or more routes 
for a rr. from the Miss.river below the Falls of 
St.Anthony, to the Pacific Ocean, under the direct-
ion of the Sec.of War. Gave notice of certain 
amendments to resolution to be prop.osed when it 
came up for consideration. Resolution read and 
passed to second reading. Report ordered printed 

s .. J. ,419 
C.G. ,8?3 . 
(30-1,S.rp.191,serial 512) 
~No further action in 30-l)(S.29?) 

June 27 Senate. Niles, by unanimous consent, introduced 
bill to carry out Whitney plan. Discussion, l~iles 
and Breese. Referred to select committee: Niles, 
Corwin, Lewis, Bell, Felch. 

s.J.,422 
c.G.,875 (See S.J.455 and 510 for further 

action) 

June 29.House, Darling-number citizens of Ceresco,Wis. 
versus Whitney plan. To Comm. on R. & c., 

H.J. ,513, 970 

June 30 Senate~ Walker-petition of citizens of Wis.,against 
appropriation of lands, for rr. ,Lake Michigan to 

. Pacific ·. To the Select Comm. 
s. J. '432. 

July? Senate. Niles, from select comm. on Whitney .bill, 
reported bill back with amendments. Remarks by 
Niles. Notice of early call for cpnsideration. 
Reported an amendment. Ord~red printed. 

s.J.,455 
C.G. ,905 

July 26.Senate. Breese-resolution for surveys (see July 28) 
submitted 

S.J.,45(). 

July 28 Senate. Breese-res. for select comm. to consider 
expediency of continuing Fremont surveys to discov-
er practical rr.route. Agreed to. (Resolution print-
ed in full) Committee: Breese,Borland, Clarke, Dodge, 
Metcalfe. Res.submitted July 26, S.J.496. Taken up 
for consideration July 28 and agreed to-comm_.a.ppoint-
ed by Vice Pres.on motion of Breese. 

S.J.,504, C.G.,1008 
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July 29 

Aue.l 

Aug.5 

Aug.8 

Aug.8 

Aug.12 

30-1 

Senate. Niles moved to take up Whitney bill of 
Select Comm. Benton moved to lay motion on table; 
done 27 to 21. Yeas and nay9 desired by 1/5 of 
Senators present, taken. 

s .J. '510-511 
C.G. ,1011 

(No further action on bill) 

Senate. Breese, from Select Comm. on continuing 
Fremont explorations, reported. Report ordered 
printed. (30-1,S.rp.226,serial 512) 

s .J. ,519 
C. G., 1024 

Senate. Amendment to civil and diplomatic appropria-
tion bill appropriating $30,000 for continuing Fre-
mont explorations. concurred in, 18 to 16, Bill 
passed. Yeas and nays taken, on motion of Johnson 
of Md. . 

C. G. ,1044 
S.J.,539 

Senate. Niles proposed Whitney bill as amendment to 
bill granting State of Ala.right of way of donation 
of public lands for making a rr. from Mobile to 
mouth of Ohio river. After some discussion withdrew 
amendment. 

C.G. ,1051 

House. Committee on Road and Canals discharged from 
several petitions (listed) on Pacific rr. and laid 
on table. 

H.J. , 1198 

House by accepting recommendation of conference com. 
refused to concur in Senate amendment to civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill for continuing Fremont 
exploration, 29 to 128. 

H •. J. ,1263 
C. G. , 1059. 
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Dec.11 Senate. Douglas-memorial (given) of W.H.Aspinwall, 
J.L.Stephens, & H.Chauncey1relative to construction 
of a rr. across the Isthmus of Pana.ma. Printed. 
(30-2, s.misc.doc.l, serial 533) 

S.J.,51 
C. G. , 20 

Dec.11 House. Palloch-resolution (given) that House Bill 
No.468, W.bill, be made special order of the day 
for for the first Tuesday in January, and continue 
from day to day until disposed. Debate arose and 
resolution laid over one day. 

C. G. , 25 
H.J. ,64 
(See H.J.,328 for further action) 

Dec.11 House. Vinton-Aspinwall memorial,to Comm. on Naval 
Affairs. 

H.J., ?? 

Dec.11 _ House. Thompson of Ind- resolution (given) for select 
comm. on expediency of law for reconnoisance of route 
for rr. from Miss. valley to the Pacific. Debate 
arose, laid over. 

H.J. , ?2 
C. G., 26 

Dec.11 House. Rockwell (of Conn.) notice of motion for leave 
to introduce joint resolution authorizing ·surveys of 
a route for a canal or railroad between the Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans. 

H.J.,?l 
C.G. ,25 

Dec.12 Senate. On motion of Douglas, Aspenwall memorial 
referred to Com. on Military Affairs. S.J.528,60. 

Dec.12 House. Rockwell of Conn.-resolution Conrr!4 Legislat-
ure favor Whitney plan. Moved . that resolutions re-
ferred to select comm. Jones of Tenn. expressed 
desire for debate so question of reference of reso-
lutions laid over. 

H.J.85 
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Dec.14 Senate. Benton, from Comm. on Military Affairs, to 
which Aspinwall mem. on Panama rr. had been referr-
ed, reported bill (S.352) for carrying out request 
of memorialists. Read 1 and 2 time. On motion of 
Benton made special order for Monday next. 

S.J. ,64 
c~G. ,40 
(30-2, S.misc. doc. 1, serial 533) 

Dec.18 Senate. Dickinson-petition of George Wilkes, rr. by 
General Government from Mo :.- river to Pacific. To 
Comm. on Road and Canals. 

s .J. ,65 
C.G. ,45 

Dec.18 Senate. Discussion of Panama rr.bill. No action 
s .J. ,68 
C.G. ,49 

Dec .18 House. Cum·mins-resolution (given) for investigation 
by Com. on Military Affairs into expediency of con-
structing military road from Westport, Mo.,or some 
other suitable point, to some suitable point on Bay 
of San Francisco. Agreed to. 

H.J., 109 

Dec.18 House. Rockwell of Conn.-joint resolution (H.joint 
res.No.42) to authorize survey of routes for canal 
or rr. between Atlantic and Pacific oce·ans. Read 1 
& 2, and referred to select committee (See.Dec.27) 

H.J.; 111 
C.'-1. ,56 (Comm.appointed Dec.23,H.J.147) 

Dec.19 Senate. Discussion on Panama rr. bill. Documents 
(additional) presented by Benton. Ordered printed. 

s .J. t 69 
C. G. , 59 
(30-2, s.misc.doc.6, serial 533) 

Dec.19 House. Greely-memorial of citizens of Seneca county, 
N.Y., for construction of rr. from head of navigable 
waters of the Missouri to San Francisco. To Comm. 
on Roads . & Canals. 

H.J., 122 

Dec.21 Senate. On request of Cameron. Tues. week named 
by Douglas as next date for discussion of Panama 
rr. bill. 

C. G. , 78 
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Dec. 22.Senate. Johnson of Md.--resolution (given) calling 

Dec.22 

Dec.23 

Dec.27 

Dec.28 

1849 
Ja.n.2 

Jan.3 

on President to furnish Senate copy of official dis-
patch from Mr. Wheaton to the Secretary of State, 
dated at Berlin, Dec. l?, 1845, concerning a communi-
cation between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, and 
the Mediterranean sea, with maps. Laid over. 

s. J. '79 
C .G. ,86 

House. Tallmadge-mem. of George Wilkes of New York 
on construction of national rr. Notice repeated 
under date of Dec.23. To Comm. on Roads and Canals. 

H.J., 146-? 
C.G. ,95 

House. Speaker announced select comm. called for by 
Rockwell res. of Dec.18. Rockwell (John A. of Conn.) 
R.W. Thompson, Robert Smith, Hale, Strong, Alexander 
Evans, Green, Tompkins, Lynde. 

H.J.,14? 
C.G.,112 

Senate. Res.submitted by Johnson Dec.22 taken up. 
Johnson stated that communication had since been 
received obviating necessity of adoption of rrs.; 

on his rr.otion, res.laid on table. (Letter on Pana-
ma canal) 

s. J. ,86 
. c. l.l. '101 

House. Fries-memorial of A.L.Frazer, of Steubenville, 
Ohio, proposing to construct a rr. from St.Louis 
or some other suitable point, to San Francisco and 
asking a ·donation of public lands for the same. To 
Comm. on Public Lands. ' 

H.J., 163-4. 
C.G. ,120 

Senate. Davis of Miss., from Com. on Military Affairs, 
3 additional documents of Panama rr. Ordered trans-
lated and printed. 

(30-2, s. misc.doc.6, serial 533) 
s. J. '94 
C .G., 130 

Senate. Sebastian, mem. from the General Assembly of 
Arkansas, setting forth the advantages of a national 
road from Fort Smith to Santa Fe, by way of the vall-
ey of the Canadian, and asking f.or .an . act to survey 
and open road. To Com. on Military Affairs. 

s. J. '96 
C .G., 143 



1849 

Jan.8 

Jan.8 

30-2 

Senate. Borland-petition from William Bayard and 
Co.,for a charter right of way and grant of lands 
for a rr. from the Miss. river to California. To 
Comm. on Public Lands. 

S.J.,108 
C .G., 181 

Senate. Houston-resolution (given) for special com. 
on building rr. to Pacific for military road. Read 
and ordered printed. 

s .J. '109 
C.G.,182 (30-2, S.misc.doc.12.533) 

Jan.9 Senate. Bradbury-memorial of Wells and Co.,aid of 
C©ngress in construction of rr. across Isthmus of 
Tehauntepec. To Com. on Military Affairs and order-
ed printed, :lfter motion of Bradbury to refer to 
Comm. on Post Office and Post Roads was refused. 

s.J.,112 
c.u.,190 (S.misc.doc.13,serial 533) 

Jan.9 House. Levin-res(given) that Com. on Engraving be 
directed to contract for 10,000 copies of Fremont's 
map. Agreed to. 

H.J. , 222 
C .G., 199 

Jan.9 House. Isaac E.Holmes-memorial of William Bayard & 
Co. ,for charter for a rr. from the Mississippi to 
California. To Com~. on Military Affairs. 

H.J.225, 
C.G.204 

Jan.10 House. Rockwell-Wilkes memorial. To select com. on 
the survey of routes to the Pacific. 

H.J.,226 

Jan.15 Senate. Dickinson-petition from citizens of Buffalo, 
N.Y.,national rr. from the Mo. to the Pacific. To 
Com. on Roads and Canals. 

s .J. '126 
C .G. ,253 

Jan.16 House. King of Ga.--from Com. on Naval Affairs, report 
on Panama rr. with bill (H.R.No.721). Bill read 1st 
and 2nd; referred to Com~. of the Whole. Report ord-
ered printed. (30-2 H.rp.26,serial 545) King's motion 
to print 10,000 extra copies of report & map to Comm. 
on Engravine & Printing. Motion to make bill special 
order of the day objected to and not entertained. 

H.J., 207 
C .G. , 268 
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Jan.17 House. Stewart of Pa.--petition of citizens of Pa., 
favor of construction of national rr. from the Mo. 
to the Pacific. To Com. on Roads and Canals. 

H.J.2?1 
C G • • , 285 

Jan.17 House. Jenkins-petition of inhabitants of Oneida 
county, N.Y., for rr. to Pacific Ocean. To Com. on 
Roads & Canals. 

H.J. ,269 
C. G., 285 

Jan.19 House. Tallmadge-mem. of Francis A. Carpenter and 
others, citizens of Lancaster county, Pa.,asking 
adoption of plan proposed by George Wilkes, for 
foundation of a rr. from the Missouri to the Pacif-
ic. To select comm. for the survey of routes for 
canal or rr. between the Atlantic and Pacific ocean. 

H.J.,282 
C.G. ,306 

Jan.23 Senate. Dickinson-petition of Hartwell Carver and 
his associates, for a grant of land, and a charter 
for constructing a rr. from Lake Michigan to the 
Pacific Ocean. To Com. on Roads and Canals. 

S.J. ,141 
C. G. , 324 

Jan.24 Senate. Houston-petition from Ebenezen Ellen, and 
other citizens of Texas praying for a right of way 
for a rr. from the Rio Grande to the Pacific. To 
Com. on Public Lands ·and ordered printed (30-2,S. 
misc.doc.33, serial 533) 

s .J. '146 
C. G. ,338 

Jan.25 House. Pilsbury-petition of citizens of Texas. right 
of way for rr. from the Rio Grande, on any line south 
of 36 degrees, 30 min.,to the Pacific. To Com. on 
Roads & Canals. 

H.J.,536, 314. 

Jan.25 Senate. Borland-memorial of 200 citizens of Arkansas, 
for construction of a rr. from Memphis, on Miss. 
to the Pacific Ocean. To Com. on Public Lands. 

s. J. '528 t 149 
C.G. ;357 
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Jan.25 House. Hunt-petition of Hartwell Carver and 
associates, charter and grant of land to aid in 
construction of rr. Lake Michigan to Pacific. To 
Comm. on Roads and Canals. 

H.J.,536,314 
C .G., 338 

Jan.29 Senate. Niles-motion to take up Whitney bill 
(S.297) agreed to after discussion. Amendment, 
changing route to Cal. instead of Oregon, pre-
sented by Foote and ordered printed. Amendment 
of Borland to strike out all after enacting clause 
and substitute provision for survey of routes, ord-
ered printed. Further consideration postponed to 
Monday next. No further action. 

C.G.,381 
s.J. ,160 

Jan.29 Senate. Bill (S.352) on Panama rr. taken up for con-
sideration. Douglas substitute bill proposed. Dis-
cussion. No action, consideration postponed. 

S.J. ,160 
C.G. ,382 

.Jan.29 House. Polloch-after objection was made to his request 
for general consent to take up and consfder a resolu-
tion that Whitney bill be special order for 1st Tues. 
in January, H.J. ,328, and continue from day to day 
until disposed of, moved that rules be suspended for 
purpose of considering resolution. Vote on suspen-
sion of rules decided without a division in negative. 
So resolution not received. 

H.J. ,328 
C. G. , ·388 

Jan.30 Senate. Resumed consideration of Panama rr. bill. 
Adjourned without a decision. 

S.J.,167 
C. G. ,398. 

Jan.30 House. Thompson of Ky.,from Com. on Printing, to 
whom was referred motion to print 10,000 extra cop-
ies of the King report on Panama rr.,reported reso-
lution that printing be done, and moved previous 
question. Burt moved that resolution be laid on 
table, decided in negative by vote of Speaker. Unani-
mous vote to order main question. Resolution adopted, 
96-86. Yeas and nays taken on the vote; also on vote 
on resolution. 

H • J . , 339 , 40. 
C. G. ,402. 
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Jan.31 Senate. Davis of Miss. from Com. on Military Affairs, 
joint resolution (S.R.54) for survey of routes from 
Miss. valley to the Pacifi6, report, ordered printed. 
Resolution read first time and made special order for 
Wednesday next. Feb.?. (No further action) 

s. J. '169 
C .G. , 409 
(30-2, S.rp.276, serial 535) 

Jan.31 wenate. Resumed consideration of Panama rr. bill. 
Douglas motion to refer to Com. on Military Affairs 
withdrawn. Amendment to substitute bill. Discussion. 
Bill ordered to lie on table. 

s. J. , 1 71 
C.G. ,411 

Feb.6 Senate. Foote-petition of P.H.Hargons, Tehauntepec 
route rr. to be built by petitioner. Ordered printed. 
(S.misc.doc.50,serial 533) 

' s. J. '186 
C.G. ,455 

Feb.6 Senate. Bell-memorial of Wm. A. Bradley and others, 
aid in construction of a road and mail route from 
St.Louis to Pacific. Explanation by Bell-stage coach 
relays •. To Com. on Post Office and Post Roads. 

s. J., 185 
C.G. ,455 

Feb.6 Senate. Resumed consideration of Panama rr. bill. 
S.J.,182 (No further action) 
C.G. ,451 

Feb.6 House. Truman Smith-petition of Henry Betts of Peek-
skill, N.Y., praying authority to b·~1ild and grant of 
public land to aid in construction of rr. from the 
Mo. to the Pacific. To Com. on Roads and Canals. 

H.J., 380 

Feb.7 Senate. Benton on National Central Highway; on leave, 
bill (S.451, given) for construction, read twice, to 
Corn. on Military affairs. 

s. J. '192 
C .G. ,470 

Feb.9 Senate. Dickins_on-petition from citizens of Troy, 
N.Y.,favor Dr.hartwell Carver project. To Comm. on 
Roads and Canals. 

s .J. , 198 
C.G. ,488 
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Feb.12 Senate. Sebastian-petition of Wm. Pelham and others, 
construction of rr. from Memphis or some other point 
on Miss. to the Pacific. Laid on table. 

S.J.,205 
C. G. , 504 

Feb.17 Senate. Borland-petition from citizens of Arkansas, 
construction of rr. from Memphis to Pacific. Laid 
on table. 

S.J.,225 
C. G. , 550 

Feb.17 Senate. Feb.l?. Foote-memorial from Jesse E. Dow and 
others, proposing to open route to Pacific by plank 
road over Tehauntepec, on condition of contract to 
transport mails, etc. To Com. on Post Office and 

, Post Roads. Ord2red printed. (30-2, S.misc.doc.56, 
S•3rial 533) 

S.J.,225 
C .G., 550 

Feb.17 Senate. Rush, from Com. on Post Office and Post Roads, 
bill (S.46?) to establish mail route between Miss. 
river and California, Pres. to deterzµine points. Read 
1 and ordered to 2 reading, report to be printed. 

S.J. ,226 
C. G. , 550 
(No further action on bill) 

Feb.17 Senate. Houston, on leave, introduced bill (S.472) 
authorizing Galveston and Red River Railroad Company 
to construct and extend railway to the Pacific. Read 
1, 2, and referred to Comm. on Territories. 

s .J. ,227 
C.G.,551 
(Nofurther action ) 

Feb.19 House. Blackmar-memorial of citizens of Wayne County, 
N.Y.,for right of way for rr. from the Miss. to the 
Pacific. To Com. on Roads and Canals. 

H.J. ,475 

Feb.20 Senate. King-memorial from Dennis Keenan, Jr. ,grant 
of land for the construction of arr and magnetic 
telegraph from Point Isabel to the Pacific Ocean. 
To Com. ·on Military Affairs. 

s .J., 232 
C.G.,560 
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Feb.20 House. Rockwell of Conn.-report from select com. 
on joint resolution (H.R. 42) to survey canal and 
rr. routes between Atlantic and Pacific.Resolution 
reported back with amendment. To Comm. of the Whole. 
Com. on Printing ordered to inguire into expediency 
of printing extra copies, and Com. on Engraving, 
.expediency of engraving maps attached. 

(30-2, H.rp.145, serial 546) 
H.J.,4'78 
C .G. ,566 

Feb.19 House. Phelps, petiton of citizens of Lafayette 
county, Missouri, establishment of regular commer-
cial "Communication between valley of the Miss. and 
California. 

H.J. ,477 
C.G.,572 

Feb.20 House. Richardson-2 petitions citizens Mount Sterl-
ing and Perry County, Illinois, safe and regular 
comm. comrnuni ca ti on between Miss. valley and Cal. 
To Com. on Military Affairs. 

H.J. ,491 

Feb.24 Senate. King-petition in relation to macadamized 
road across Tehauntepec. To Com. on Military Affairs. 

C.G. ,591 

Feb. 26 Senate. Dix-petition from citizens of Attica (N.Y.) 
favor Carver project. To Com. on Military Affairs. 

s .J. ,258 
C .G., 593 

Feb.2? Senate. Borland-two petitions from citizens of Ark-
ansas, railroad from the Miss. to the Pacific. Laid 
on table. 

s. J. '265 
C .G. , 600 

Mar.l Senate. Benton, from Com. on Military Affairs, report-
ed bill (S.451) for Central National Road without 
amendment. (No further action) 

s.J. > 285 
C. G., 625 

l.fr.ff.l Senate. Benton-motion to take up consideration of 
Panama bill. On motion of Atherton, Benton's motion 
laid on table. 

C.G. ,626 
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Mar.2 House. Johnson of Ark-petition of citizens of 
Arkansas, survey of route from the Miss. via_Fort 
Smith, Santa Fe or El Paso to the Pacific. To the 
Com. on the Judiciary. 

H.J.509 
C.G.,666 
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Senate Journal,serial 548 
House Journal,serial 566 

1849. Congressional Globe. 

Dec.24 President Taylor's annual message, dated Dec.4, 
sent to Congress. Recommendation to attention of 
congress of need of overland communication to the 
Pacific. 

H.J., 169-182 
s .J. J 16-29 
(31-1,H.ex.doc.5, serial 569,pp.?-9) 
(31-1 S.ex.doc.l, serial 549,) 
C.G. ,31-1, p.?O 

:Oec.24 Senate. Rusk (Thomas J •. ,Texas)-memorial of William 
Bayard, that he be authorized to contract with the 
government for establishing a direct line of over-
land communication from St.Louis to San Francisco. 
To Com. on Post Off i ce and Post Ro ads and p ri n te d . 
(S.misc.doc.2,serial 563)(Roads-relay; no mention 
of rr.) 

s .J. '13 
C.G. ,?4 

Dec.24 Senate. Dickinson-proceedings Chamber of Commerce 
of New York favor Whitney plan. To Com. on Roads and 
Canals and printed. (S.misc.doc.3,serial 563) 

s. J. , 13 
C.G., 74 

Dec.24 Senate. Sebastian (Wm.K.,Arkansas)-submitted re~olu
tion (given) calling for Simpson report on Fort Smith 
to Santa Fe route. 

s .J. '15 
C.G.,?4 

Dec.2? Senate. Jones-3 petitions of citizens of Iowa, pray-
ing the construction of a railroad from the Missouri 
river to the Pacific. To Com. on Public Lands •. 

s. J. '32 
C. G. ,86 

Dec.31 Home. Green-two memorials of citizens of Missouri, 
establishment safe and regular commercial communica-
tion between California and the Mississippi valley. 
To Com. on Military Affairs. 

H.J. tl9? 
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Dec. 31.House. William Thompson-memorial of citizens of 
Iowa, appropriation to construct a rr. from the 
Missouri river to the Pacific. To Com. on Public 
Lands. H.J, , 198 

Dec.31 House. Phoenix-memorial New York Chamber of Commerce 
in relation to construction of a rr. to connect the 
western lakes with the Pacific ocean. To Com. on 
Roads and Canals. 

H.J., 199 
C.G.,91 

Dec.31 House. Cartter-memorial of citizens of Stark county, 
Ohio, of similar import with memorial of N.Y. Chamb-
er of Commerce. To Com. on Roads and Canals. 

H.J.,199. 

1850 

Jan.3 Senate. Vice President (Fillmore)-memorial of St. 
Louis Convention, held October, 1849, praying the 
adoption of measures for constructing a national 
railroad and electric telegraph from the Mississ-
ippi river to the Pacific ocean. Laid on table on 
motion of Benton. · 

S.J. ,548, 47 
C.G. ,97 

Jan.3 Senate. Atchison-memorial of the General Assembly 
of Missouri, construction central rr. from the 
Missouri to the Pacific. Laid on table and printed. 
(S. misc.doc.25, serial 563) 

S.J.,47 
C.G. ,97 

Jan.3 Senate. Sebastian resolution submitted Dec.24,call-
ing for Simpson report, agreed to • 

s .J. ,51 
C.G.99 

Jan.7 House. Bowlin~petition of citizens of Missouri, es-
tablishment of a commercial route between western 
Missouri and California. To Com. on Commerce. 

H.J., 235 
C .G., 108 

Jan.8 Senate. Simp~on report transmitted by Secretary of 
War. Ordered printed. 

s .J. ,66 
C.G. ,123 
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Jan.9 Senate. Dickinson (New York)-memorial of Panama 
Railroad Company, asking exclusive right to carry 
govet. property across Isthmus at a fixed compensa-
tion. To Com. on Commerce. Motion of Dickinson 
to print referred to Com. on Printing. Explanation 
of memorial by Dickinson. Short debate . on reference. 

S.J.,66 
C.G. ,126 

Jan.9 Senate. Vote on motion· to print Simpson report re-
considered. (see Jan.8). On motion of Sebastian, 
question of printing referred to Com. on Printing. 

S'.J. ,68 

Jan.14 ~enate. Webster-petition of P.P.F.Degrand and others, 
propof3ing to construct a railroad and' establish a 
line of telegraph from St.Louis to San Francisco, 
praying an act of incorporation, a loan of United 
States stock, and a right of way through the public 
land. To Com. on Roads and Canals. Webster's motion 
to print, with map, referred to Com. on Printing. 

S.J.,71 
C.G. 149 To Com. on Public Lands. Remarks : by 

Webster. 

Jan.14 Senate. Borland (Solon, Arkansas) from Com. on Print-
ing, report on motion to print Simpson report-agreed 
to and ordered the report be printed; 2000 extra cop-
ies for use of Senate-500 for use of topographical 
bureau. Maps. (See Jan.9) 

(S.ex.doc.12,serial 554) 
s. J. , 76 
C.G. ,150 

Jan.14 Senate. Report of Borland, from Com. on 'Printing, 
that memorial of Panama Railroad Company be not 
printed, concurred in. (See Jan.9) 

s. J. '76 
C G •. ,150 

Jan.15 Senate. Vote (see Jan.14) on printing memorial of 
Panama Railroad Company reconsidered and on motion 
of Smith (Truman, Conn.) subject recommitted to Com. 
on Printing. 

s. J. ,80 

Jan.15 Senate. Report of Borland,(see Jan.14) from Co~. on 
Printing, that Degrand petition be printed. concurr-
ed in. (S.misc.doc.doc.28,serial 563) 

s .J. ,80-1 
C.G. ,158. 
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Jan.21 House. Duncan-memorial of citizens of State of 
Massachusetts, praying for a general banking law 
of the United States by means of which ·to secure 
the immediate construction of a rr. to the Pacif-
ic. To Comm. on Ways and Means. 

H.J. ,369 

Jan.21 House. Thaddeus Stevens-memorial of William Archer 
of Washington, D.C., praying survey and location 
of a rr. from said city to the Pacific.· To Com. 
on Ways and Me ans. ' 

H.J. ,369 

Jan.21 Senate. Douglas-memorial of William Archer. To Com. 
on Roads and Canals. 3 tracks the whole way; not a 
dollar from the national treasury. 

S.J. ,548, 93 
C.G.,p.196 

Jan.21 Senate. Cooper-resolutions of the General Assembly 
of Pennsylvania, favor Whitney plan. Laid on table 
and printed. (S. misc.doc.29,serial 563) 

s. J. , 93 
C.G. ,196 

Jan.21 Senate. Borland, (see Jan.15) from Com. on Print-
ing, reported in favor of printing memorial of Pana-
ma Railroad Company. Ordered printed. 

S.J.,94 
C.G. ,19? 
(S.misc.doc.30,serial 563) 
(Jno.W.Ludlow,president of Company, whish is 
successor of Aspinwall, Stephens, and Chaun-
cey, who are still connected with company) 

Jan.22 Senate. Sturgeon-resolutions Pennsylvania legislat-
ure favor Whitney plan. Laid on table. 

S.J.,96 
C .G. ,209 

Jan.22 House. Winthrop-petition of citizens of Boston, 
Mass. ,charter to construct a rr. and telegraph line 
from St.Louis to San Francisco.(Degrand?). To Com. 
on Public Lands. 

H.J., 384 
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Jan.24 House. On motion of Bayly, (Thos.H.,Va.) Com. on 
Ways and Means discharged from consideration of 
memorial of certain ci~izens of Massachusetts for 
a general banking law as means to secure funds to 
build a rr. to the Pacific. (See. Jan.21) Memorial 
laid on table. · 

H.J.,397 

Jan.24 House. On motion of Bayly (Thos.H.,Va.) Comm.9n Ways 
~nd Means discharged from further consideration of 
memorial of William Archer (see Jan.21) Laid on 
table. Bayly said plan was .a visionary matter and 
any other reference was not necessary. 

H.J., 397 
C.G. ,220 

Jan.28 Senate. Dic~inson-memorial of Hartwell Carver and 
his associates, praying an act of incorporation and 
the aid of the govt. to enable them to construct a 
rr. from Lake Michigan to the Pacific ocean. To Com. 
on Roads and Canals. 

s.J.,110 
C .G. ,230 

Jan.28 Senate. Clay-petition of citizens of Lexington, Ky., 
that Columbus, Ky.,may be eastern terminus proposed 
rr. to Pacific. · To Com. on Roads and Canals. 

s .J. ,113 

Jan.28 House. Speaker (Howell Cobb of Ga.)-memorial of Thom-
as Allan and others, a committee of a meeting assemb-
led at St.Louis, Mo. ,praying that measures be taken 
by Congress for the location and construction~of a 
national rr., electric telegraph and a line of mili-
tary posts across the central part of the continent, 
frcm the Mississippi river to the Pacific ocean. To 
Com. on Roads and C.anals. 

H.J. ,406 
C .G. ,228 

Jan.28.House. Chandler-resolutions Pennsylvania tegislature 
relative to Whitney plan. Laid on ·table afid printed. 
Also by Moore; also by Fridley--to Comm. on Roads 
and Canals and printed. (H.misc.doc.21,serial 581, 
Favorable) 

H.J.,411. 

Jan. 29 House. \'Villi am J. Brown-proceedings of a meeting held 
at Indianapolis,Ind.,in relation to the construction 
of arr. on Asa Whitney's plan to the Pacific. To 
Com. on Roads and Canals. 

H.J.,426. 
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Jan.29 House. Robert W. Johnson (Arkansas)-notice of 
motion for leave to introduce resolution calling 
for Simpson report on Fort Smith to Santa Fe route 
and other information. 

H.J ,426 

Jan.30 House. Schenck-petition of citizens of Miamisburg, 
Ohio, construction of a rr. from Miss.river to the 
Pacific. To Comm. on Roads and Canals. Favor Whit-
ney plan. 

H.J.,434 
C.G. ,261 

Feb.6 House. Cable-petition of citizens of Nine Eagles, 
Iowa, construction of a rr. from the Miss. river to 
the Pacific. To Comm. on Roads and Canals. · 

H.J. ,4?1 . 

Feb.6 House. R.W.Johnson, Ark.,on motion of Secy. of War 
called upon for Simpson report an~ any .other infor-
mation he may have on route from .ti 'ort 1;1mi th to Santa 
Fe. (See Jan. 29) 

H~ J. ,4?4 
C.G.,294 

Feb.7 Senate. Vice President (Fillmore)-petition of G.P. 
Walker and other citizens Of Iowa, construction of 
a rr. from Miss. valley to Pacific ocean. To Comm. 
on Roads and Canals. 

S.J. ,135 
C.G. ,309 S.P.Walker 

Feb.12 House. Bowlin-memorial of Mo.Legislature,construction 
of a rr. from the Mississippi river to San Francis-
co. To Comm. on Public Lands. 

H.J.,511 
C.G. ,341 

Feb.13 House. Robinson (Indiana)-sundry memorials of citizens 
of Philadelphia,Pa.of New York City; and the proceed-
ings of meetings held at Dayton and Zanesville, and 
of the Chamber of Commerce of Cincinnati,Ohio; and 
also the proceeding of a meeting held at Louisville, 
Ky.,relative to the plan of Asa Whitney and praying 
and recommending its adoption. To Com. on Roads and 
Canals. 

H.J.,519. 
C.G. ,352. "Resolutions and petitions unanimously 

adopted and numerously signed by large and repectable 
publi·c meetings, and highly respectable names and firms, 
since the two conventions were : held at St.Louis and 
at Memphis, all declaring Mr.Whitney's plan ·to be ·. 
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Feb.13.House. Robinson (cont) 
tthe only feasible plan, the only one that would not 
involve constitutional, sectiona+, and other diffi-
culties sure to impede and finally stop the progress 
of the work,' requesting their Senators and Represent-
atives and praying Congress to pass a law without de-
lay to carry out Mr. Whitney's plan. 

hesolutions adopted at a large public meeting 
called by the Chamber of Commerce at Cincinnati, 
October 12,1849, Chamber of Commerce at Louisville, 
Ky.,Nov.22,1849, Chamber of Commerce at Dayton,Ohio, 
Dec. l ,1849, Chamber of Commerce at Zanesville ,Ohio :~ 
Dec.6, 1849. 

The Petition of R.F.Fairchild and 25 others,of N.Y. 
The Petition of C.Tucker and 103 others of N.Y. 
The Petition of J.W.Rychman and 4?0 others of N.Y. 
The Petition of John Broadhead and 22 others of Phila. 
The Petition of J.R.Chardon,B.Richardson and Son and 

35 others of Philadelphia. 
The Petition of Col.James Page and 61 others of Phila." 

Feb.15 Senate. On motion of Hamlin (Hannibal,Maine) Com. on 
Commerce discharged from further consideration of 
memorial of ranama Railroad Company. To Com. on Naval 
Affairs. 

S.J. ,156 
C.G~ ,3?0 

Feb .15 Senate. Borland asked and obtained le ave to bring in 
a joint resolution (S.R.9) concerning a communication 
between the Mississippi river and the Pacific. Read 
1st and 2nd times and referred to Comm. on Public 
Lands. 

S.J.,156 
C .G., 3?1 
(No further ~ction. Index to S.J.) 

Feb.15 House. Crowell-petition of citizens of Youngstovm, 
Ohio, survey and location of a rr. from the Mississ-
ip~i valley to the Pacific. To Comm. on Public Lands 

H.J.,53? 
c.G. ,369. Congress to appropriate strip Of 

land 36 miles wide, from Lake Michigan to the Pacific 
Ocean, for the construction of a rr. and appointing 
directors, with certain salaries, for the management 
thereof. 
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Feb.15 House. Schermerhorn (N.Y.)-petition of Hartwell Carv-
er, construction of a rr. from Miss.valley to Pacif-
ic. To Comm. on Roads and Canals. 

H.J. ,538 
C.G. 369 

Feb.19 Senate. Jones-petition of citizens of Iowa, construct-
ion of a rr. from the Missouri river to the Pacific 
ocean. To Comm. on Public Lands. 

s .J. '164 
C.G. 390 

Feb.21 House. Secretary of War transmitted, in compliance 
with request of Feb.6, Simpson report and map on Fort 
Smith to Santa Fe route. To Corn. on Military Affairs 
and printed. (H.ex.doc.45,serial 57?) 

H.J. ,591 
C.G. ,409 

Feb.25 Senate. Pearce-resolution (given) calling on Secre-
tary of War for information on California. Agreed 
to. 

s. J. , 175 
C.G. ,416 

Feb.25 House. Bowlin (James B.,Missouri)-motion that rules 
be suspended to allow him to offer resolution (given) 
on power of Congress to build Pacific rr. Motion 
lost for lack of 2/3 in favor. 

H.J. ,602 
C.G.,413 

Feb.25 Senate. Resolution of Pearce, calling on Secretary 
of War for anformation on geology and topography. 
of California agreed to. (See Pr.3) 

S.J.,175 

Feb.25 House. Stanton, Frederick P. (Tennessee)-memorial 
of Memphis Convention praying Congress to cause to 
be surveyed the several routes for a rr. from the 
valley of the Mississippi river to the Pacific ocBan. 
Stanton moved to refer it to select committee. Debate 
arising thereon, it was laid upon the table under 
the rule. 

H.J. 608 
C.G. ,414 

Feb.27 Senate. Benton-memorial of the directors of the 
Pacific Railroad Company of Missouri, grant of land 
and right of way. ~aid on table. Motion of Benton 
to print referred to Com. on Printing. 

S.J.,178 
C.G.428 (Notice of motion to print or 

reference of motion to print 
not given) 
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Feb.27 Senate. Seward-memorial of Winslow, Larned, and 
Company, citizens of New York, favor DeGrand pro-
ject. To Com. on Roads and Canals. 

S.J.,178 
C.G.428, To Com. on Public Lands. 

Feb.27 -Senate. Corwin-petition of citizens of Cleveland, 
Ohio, favor Whitney project. To Com. on Roads 
and Canals. 

s .J. ,180 
C.G. ,429. 

Feb. 27 House. DP .. niel P .King-petition of citizens of Marble-
head; Mass. favor Degrand project. To. Comm. on 
Public Lands. 

H.J.,616 

Feb.27 House. Phoenix-memorial of Winslow, Lainer, and Co., 
and 423 others, favor Degrand project. To Com. on 
Roads and Canals. 

H.J.,61? 
C. G. ,428 

Feb.28 Senate. Bradbury-petition of citizens of Waterville, 
Maine, favor Degrand project. To Com. on Roads and 
Canals. 

s. J. '183 
C.G. ,435 

Feb.28 Senate. In recommendation of Borland, from. Comm. 
on Printing, memorial Pacific Railroad Company ord-
ered printed. 

S.J.,185-6 
C. G. ,436 
(S.misc.doc.59,serial 563,Road from St.Louis 
to western . line of Cass .county, Mo.,Company 
chartered by Missouri.) 

Mar.4. House. Bowlin-petition Mississippi and Pacific Rail-
road Company. (Same as Pacific Railroad Company? 
wanted same.) ~o Com. on Public tands. 

H.J. ,629 
C.G. ,499 

Mar.? House. Hammond, from Com. on Engraving, reported 
resolution (given) that Com. on Engraving be author-
ized to contract for 1450 sets of maps and drawings 
accompanying report on Fort Smith to Santa Fe route, 
cost not to exceed $320. Read, considered, and agreed 
to. 

H.J., 642 
C. G., 473 
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Mar.8 Hquse. Horace Mann (Mass.)-petition of H.A.S.Dear-
born and others, favor Degrand project. To Com. on 
Public Lands. 

H.J.,648 
C.G. ,493 

Mar.13 House. Robinson (John L. of Indiana) from Com. on 
Roads and Canals, reported bill (No.156) to carry 
out the Whitney project. Report. Bill read first 
and second time-committed to the Com. of the Whole. 
Bill and report ordered printed. On motion of Mr. 
Robinson, Corn. on Printing ordered to inquire into 
expediency of printing extra number of copies of re-
port. 

(H.rp.no 140,serial 583) (No further action-
H .J. index.) 
H.J. ,662 
C.G.,511 

Mar.15 Senate. Walker (Isaac ~.,Wisconsin) asked and ob-
tained leave to bring in bill (S.154) to provide 
the .incipient measures necessary for the construct-
ion of a rr. from the Mississippi river to the Pa-
cific ocean. Read 1st and 2nd times by unanimous 
consent and referred to Com. on Roads and Canals. 

S.J.,214 (No further action-index S.J.) 
c.u-.,539-540. 
Bill given. Remarks of Walker. To Com. on 
commerce. 

Mar.18 House. Phelps-memorial Pacific Railroad Comµ;rny. 

Mar.19 

To Com. on Public Lands. H.J.,678 

House. Fuller, from Com. on Prin~ing, reported in 
favor of printing 5000 extra copies of Robinson 
report. Debate. No action. H.J.,684. 

C.G.,549. Hour speech by Bowlin(Missouri) in 
opposition to bill. (Sp~ech not given here) 

Speech in appendix to C.G.,31, pp.329-333. 

Mar.19 House. Rumsey (N.Y.)-proposal of William Bayard 
to car!'iJ the mail overland to California. To Com. 

on Post Office and Post Roads. 
H.J. ,68? 

Mar.20 House. Report of Com. on Printing on printing extra 
copies of Robinson report, first order of day. 
Question of asreeing to report laid on table on 
motion of Jones (Geo.W.,Tenn.) 

H.J.,690 
C.G. ,55?. Speech by Robinson.Vote on laying on 

table, 83 to 51. Speech given in appendix to C. G., 
333-336 
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Mar.22 Senate. Bell-resolutions Tennessee Legislature on 
subject of constructing rr. across the continent~ 
selection of a suitable route for the same. Laid on 
table and printed. 

s .J. '229 
C .G., 584 
(S.misc.doc.?5,serial 563. Surveys before action 
taken. Centrality ought to be important con-
sideration in selection of route.) 

Mar.26 Senate. Sebastian-memorial of citizens of Arkansas, 
construction of a rr. from the Mississip2i river to 
the Pacific ocean. To Com. on Indian Affairs. 

s. J. ,236 
c.~.,601. Advantages of ~emphis to Monterey 

route over Whitney or isthmus routes. 

Mar.25 House. Root-petitions of citizens of Lorain county, 
Ohio, rr. from_ the Miss. valley to the Pacific. To 
Com. on Roads and Canals. 

H.J.,712 

Mar.27 House. Robert W. Johnson-memorial of General Assembly 
of Arkansas, establishment of a national highway 
from Fort Smith to Santa Fe and thence to California. 
io Com. on Roads and Canals • 

. H.J., 721 

Apr.3 Senate. Report of S_ec. of War on geology and topog-
raphy of Cal. submitted. Question of printing to 
Com. on Printing. (See Feb.25) 

s .J. ,246 

Apr.4 Senate. Clay-memorial signed by members of the Gen-
eral Assembly of Kentucky, that Columbus, Ky.be 
made eastern terminus of a rr. to Pacific ocean. 
To Com. on Roads and Canals and printed. 

s. J. ,254 
c .e. ,638 

(S.misc.doc.84,serial 563, Govt.asked to cause route 
to be surveyed and to have report on advantages and 
disadvantages of this and other routes made.) 

Apr.8 Senate. Vice President (Fillmore)-resolutions adopt-
ed at a convention held at Philadelphia,Pa.,fa.vor 
adoption of measures by Congress for construction 
of a rr. to connect navigable waters of Mississippi 
with Pacific ocean. To Com. on Roads and Cana.ls. 

s .J. '260 
C .G., 655 
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Apr.a House. Hall-petition of citizens of Missouri, 
that St.Joseph's, Mo. ,may be made the starting 
point of the Mississippi and San Francisco rail-
way. To Comm. on Public Lands. 

H.J. ,755 

Apr. 26 House. Frederick P. Stanton-memorial of the Mem-
phis convention, praying survey of the several 
routes for a rr. from the Mississippi valley to 
the Pacific ocean. To Com. on Naval Affairs. 

H.J. ,852. 

May 1 Senate. Resolution (given) calling on the Secre-
tary of War for Marcy report on Fort Smith to 
Santa Fe expedition submitted by Borland, consid-
ered and agreed to. 

S.J.,316 
· C. G. ,884 

May 6 House. Hall-petition of citizens of St.Joseph,Miss-
ouri, survey of a railway route from the United 
States to the bay of San Francisco, through St.Jo-
seph. To Com. on Public Lands. 

H.J. ,880 

May 6 Senate. Bdrland, from Com. on Printingi report on 
printing report of Sec. of War on Cal.,made (April 
3) instant. Report ordered· printed and 5000 extra 
copies • (See April 3) _ 

s .J. '324 

May 13 Senate. Report of Sec of War in reply to call for 
Marcy report laid before Senate and read. (See May 
1) 

S.J.,331 
C.G. ,984. Report stated that Marcy report had 

been transmitted to House and printed -but would be 
submitted to Senate in manuscript as soon as prac-
ticable if required. 

May 16 House. Additional information on Fort Smith to Santa-
Fe route. Michler report-maps, transmitted. Laid on 
table. ordered printed. 

H.J. ,930 
(H.ex.doc.67,serial 5??) 

May28 Senate. Dickinson-memorial of William Archer, propos-
ing plan for creating fund for construction of a rr. 
from Washington to San Francisco. To Com. on Finance. 

S.J. ,364 
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June 4 House. Anderson-joint resolutions Tenn.Leg., 
favor of the appropriation of public lands for 
the construction of a r~. from th~ Mississippi 
to the Pacific ocean. To Com. on Roads and Can-
a 1 s • H • J • , 9 84 

June 5 Senate. On motion of Dickinson, ordered that Will-
iam Archer have leave to withdraw his memorial pre-
sented May 29. (May 28,. none May 29) 

s .J. '373 

June 7 House. Frtedley-petition of Dr.Jacob Dewees, of 
Washington County, Pa.,relation to arr. from the 
Atlantic States -to the Pacific ocean. To Com. on 
Roads and Canals. 

H.J., 989 
c.v.,1151. ·Montgomery county. 

June 12. Senate. Gerwin-petition of citizens of Licking 
county, Ohio, favor W. project. To Com. on Roads 
and Canals. 

s .J., 391 
C.G. ,1191 

Junel4 House. On motion of Burt, ordered that Com. on 
Military Affairs be discharged from further con-
sideration of memorial of General Assembly of 
Arkansas for national highway from Fort Smith to 
Santa Fe and California, and that it be referred 
to the Com. on Roads and Canals. (See Mar. 27) 
Was referred to Com. on Roads and Canals. 

H.J. , 1007 

Aug.i House. Frederich P. Stanton, from Com. on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred memorial of Memphis 
Convention reported a bill (No.368) providing for 
certain surveys, accompanied by a report. Read 1st 
and fnd times and ref erred to the Com. of the 
Whole. Bill and report ordered printed. 

H.J. ,121? 
C.G. ,1491. 

(H.rp.439, serial 585) 
(No further action on bill. Index, p.1662) 

Sept • 12 Senate • On motion of Davis of Miss is sip p.i o rde red 
that Marcy report be printed as part of S.ex.doc. 
no.64. Serial 562. 

s. J., 624 
C •. G!t , 1809. 
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Sept.12 Senate. Bright, from Committee on Roads and Cansl, 
submitted bill (S.333) to carry out Whitney project. 
Read and passed to second teading. Report ordered 
printed. 

S.J.,625 
c. w. ·,1809 
(S.rp.194,serial 565) 
(No further action. Index to S.J.) 

Sep.12 Senate. Fremont-bill (S.334) for opening road across 
the Sierra Nevada on the line of the Rio de los 
Americanos and ~arson's river and the pass at their 
head, as commencement of opening a common traveling 
road' to California. To Com. on Roads and Canals. 

S.J.,625. 
C.G. ,1809, bill given. 
(No further action. Index to S.J.) 

Sept.16 House. Gilbert-joint resolutions of Cal.Legislature, 
relation. to a national rr. from the Pacific ocean 
to the Miss.river. Laid on table and ordered print-
ed. 

H.J.,1471 
(H.Misc.doc.51,serial 582. Importance of immed-
iate construction. Surveys of the several 
routes) 

Sept.17 Senate. Cooper-memorial of William Archer proposing 
plan for creating fund for cons·truction of a rr. 
from Washington to San Francisco. To Com. on Finance. s. J. ,639 

Sept.21 Senate. On motion of Sebastian, ordered that Com. 
on Indian Affairs be discharged from further consid-
eration of petition of citizens of Arkansas for a 
rr. to the Pacific ocean. 

s. J. ,658 
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Dec.2 President Fillmore's annual message. Importance of 
opening line of communication between the Mississ-
ippi valley and the Pacific-recommendation of Tay-
lor in last annual message repeated. 

s. J. '14 
H.J.,16 
C .G., 4 

Dec.2 Report of Secretary of Interior, A.H.H.Stuart. 
Recommended surveys. S.ex.doc.l,serial 587, p.30 

H.ex.doc.l,serial 595. 

Dec.16 Senate. Benton asked and obtained leave to bring in 
a bill (S.373) to provide for the location and con-
struction of a central national highway from the 
Mississippi river, at St.Louis, to the Bay of San 
Francisco. Read 1st and 2nd times referred to Com. 
on Roads and Canals and ordered printed. 

s. J. '38 
C.G.,56-58. Benton's sp~ech and the bill given. 

(No further action. Index to S.J.) _ 

Dec.19 Senate. Jones, (George w.tiowa) memorial Of John 
Plwnbe, praying the construction of a national rail-
road from the valley of the Mississippi to the Pa-
cific ocean. To Com. on Roads and Canals. 

S.J.,46 
C.G.,94. Plumbe claims to be the first advocate 

of this road-7 years ahead of any else in memorial-
izing Congress for a road to connect Atlantic and 
Pacific. 

Dec.23 House. Stanly (Edward, North Carolina) moved that 
the rules be suspended to enable him to introduce 
a resolution (given) to grant use of hall of the 
House to Asa Whitney to explain his project, on 
such evening as . he may designate. 

Decided in negative-2/3 not in favor of sus-
pending rules. 

H.J.,82 
C.G. ,113 

Dec. 30 _Senate. Givin-resolutions of the legislature of 
California, favor of construction of a national rr. 
from the Mississippi river to the Pacific ocean. 
To Com. on ~cads and Canals and printed. S.J. ,55 

C.G.,132. Remarks of Givin. 
(S.misc.doc.4,serial 592, immediate construction 

surveys) 
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Jan.6 Senate. Dickinson-memorial of Hartwell Carverand 
associates, charter. To Com. on Roads and Canals. 

s .J. ,a5 
C.G. ,178 

Jan.6 Senate. Dodge of Iowa-resolution of Iowa Legislat-
ure, favor construction of a military road from 
Council Bluffs to Sacramento City, To Com. on 
Roads and Canals. -

s .J. '66 
C.G. ,178 

By Jones, also-to Com. on Military Affairs. 

Jan.11.House. Schennerhorn (New York)-Carver memorial. 
To Com. on Public Lands. 

H.J., 131 
C. G., 225 

Jan.13 House. Alexander H. Stephens (Georgia) moved that 
rules be suspended to enable him to introduce reso-
lution (given to grant use of this hall to Asa 
Whitney, to explain his rr. project, on Saturday 
evening next. Decided in affirmative, yeas 129, 
nays 54-yeas and nays called · for-taken. So rules 
suspended. Resolution agre~d to by House. Steph-
ens moved to reconsider and to lay motion to re-
consider on table. Done. H.J.,136-8 

C.G.,226. Stephens askedunanimous consent to 
introduce, Bayly objected-opposed to use of Hall 
for lectures. Stephens moved suspension of rules; 
affirmative 114, negative 40. Jones,(Tenn) asked 
yeas and nays-yeas 129, nays 54-rules suspended. 
Stephens call for previous question, seconded and 
ordered. Question taken and resolution agreed to. 

Jan.15 Senate. Davis of Miss.,from Com. on Military Affairs, 
adverse report on res. Iowa Legislature for mili-
tary road to Sacramento. Printed. (S.rp.240,serial 
593) 

s. J. ,86 
C.G. ,250 

Jan.20 Senate. Resolution (given) submitted by Givin calling 
on Secretary of War for copy of Whipple report on 
route from San Diego to the Colorado, agreed to. 

S.J.t95 
C. G., 285 
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Feb.l Senate. Whipple reporttransmitted by Secretary 
of War. Ordered printed on motion of Davis of Miss. 
(S.ex.doc.19,serial 589)' 

S.J. ,13? · 
C.G. ,410 

Feb.5 House. Chandler-six petitions of citizens of Phila-
delphia, favor Whitney project. To Com. on Roads 
and Canals. 

H.J.,226 
C. G., 436 

"Six different pe;ti tions, signed by ?80 highly re-
spectable and influential firms and names of Phila-
delphia; praying the immediate adoption of Mr.Whit-
ney's plan for a railroad to the Pacific, as the 
only feasible and unconstitutional mode of accomp-
lishing the great and desirable object." 

Feb.19.Senate. Resolution (given) of Downs (Solomon U., 
La.) calling on Secretary of War for report of 
Sidell on rr.route surveyed from Great Bend, on 
Red river, to Providence, La.,on Mississippi, sub-
mitted for consideration. 

S.J.,193 
C.G. ,611 

Feb.24 Senate. Givin-memorial of John Plumbe, in behalf 
of the settlers and miners of Sacramento,Cal.,re-
monstrating against the granting of a charter to 
Asa Whitney for the construction of a rr. to the 
Pacific. To Com. on Roads and Canals. 

S.J.,210 
C.G. ,6?1 

Feb.26 Senate. Downs resolution calling for Sidell report 
agreed to.(See Feb.19) 

S.J.219 
C.G. ,709 

Feb.27 House. James Thompson-petition of citizens of Penn-
sylvania, Macadamized turnpike road from Atlantic 
coast to the Pacific ocean. To Com. on Roads and 
Canals. 

H.J.,360 

Feb.28 Senate. Sidell report transmitted. Ordered printed. 
s.J.,228 
(s.ex.doc.42, serial 591. Route surveyed for 

rr.from Lake Providence on the Miss. to Fulton, 
Ark.on Red River as"but the first link of a line 
to the Pacific." Entire practicable'. 
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House. Richard H.Stanton(Kentucky) from Com. on 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported bill (No.492) 
to establish post road from Fort Smith to San Diego, 
Report. Bill read 1st and 2nd times and committeed 
to Com. of the Whole. Bill and report ordered print-
ed. )No f~rther action on bill. Index.J.H.) 

(H.rp.95, serial 606) 
H.J. ,444. ;2 Congress, I session. 

House. Alexander H.Stephens(~o~g~l~~pJb.{1~t2 of 
Asa Whitney. To Com. on Roads and Canals. 

H.J.,11? . 
(Printed with Robinson report, 32-1.H.rp.101, 
serial 656) 

Jan.19 ~enate. Shields-petition of R. Anderson and others, 
citizens of the US,rr. by govt.from Lake Michigan 
to Pacific. To Com. on Public Lands. 

s .J. ,125 

Jan.30 House. Robinson (John L.,Indiana) from Com. on 
Roads and Canals reported a bill (No.186~ to set 
apart ai""';.d sell to Asa Whitney of New York, a portion 
of the public lands, to enable him to construct a 
rr. from Lake Michigan, or the Mississippi river~ 
to the Pacific ocean. Accompanied by report. Bill 
read 1st and 2nd time. 

Robinson moved that it be committed to the 
Comm. of the Whole, and bill and report printed. 

Dunham moved that it be referred to Com. on 
Public Lands. Question put on Robinson's motion; 
agreed to. 

H.J.,296 
C. G. ,437. 

(H.rp.101,serial 656) 
(No further action on bill. Index H.J.) 

Feb.12 Senate. Hamlin (Hannibal, Maine)-memorial of Asa 
Whitney. To Com. on Post Office and Post hoads. 

S.J.,201 
C .G. , 541 

Mar.3. Senate. Wade-memorial of A.W.Paul and others propos-
ing to construct a rr. from the Missouri river to 
the Pacific ocean. To Com. on Public ~ands. 

H.J.,241 
C.G. ,665 



1852 32-1 

Mar.4 Senate. Givin~memorial of John Plume, in behalf of 
the settlers and miners of the city and county of 
Sacramento, Califnrnia, remonstrating. against the 
adoption of Asa Whitney's scheme. To ~om. on Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

s .J. ,24? 

Mar.5 Senate. Givin-resolutions adopted by the Settlers' 
and Miners' State Convention, held at Sacramento 
City, Cal.,urging the immediate construction of a 
rr. from the valley of the Mississippi to the Pac-
ific. To Com. on Roads and Canals. · 

s .J. ,24? 

Mar.23. Senate. Seward-petition of citizens of ~ennsyl
vania, construction of a rr. to the Pacific 

ocean. To Com. on Roads and Canals. 
s .J. '298. 

Mar. 24 Senate. Mallory-memorial of Hartwell Carver and 
associates, charter for construction of rr. to .the 
Pacific Ocean. To Com. on Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

S.J., 301 

Mar.31. Senate. On motion of Felch, Com. on Public Lands 
discharged from further consideration of memorial 
of A. Anderson and of A.W.Paul (see Jan.19 and 
Mar.3) and they were referred to Com. on Roads and 
Canals. 

S.J. ,323. 

Apr.l Senate. Rush (~exas) from the Committee on Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported bill {S.334) to 
set apart and sell a portion of the public lands 
for the construction of certain railroads to the 
Pacific ocean. Read and passed to 2nd reading. 

S.J. ,326. 
C.G.,941-Statement of Rush-he does not fully 

concur in the bill he is instructed by the majority 
of the committee to report. Objection principally 
that a bill mo~e likely to pass and effect the ob-
ject of building the road could be framed. A matter 
of vast importance to the whole country. 

Explanation of the bill: To set apart and sell 
to Asa Whitney a portion of the public lands to en-
able hi~ to construct rr. from Lake Mihhigan on the 
Mississippi river to the Pacific ocean; also, to 
set apart and _sell to Samuel L. Selden, Robert T. 



1852 

Apr.l 

Apr.20. 

May 5 

May 6 

32-l 

Senate. (Cont) 
Scott, and their associates, portion of the public 
lands, to enable them to construct a rr. from a 
point on the west bank of the Miss. river, not 
north of Memphis, Tenn.,to run thence to the Rio 
del Norte and the Pacific ocean, at Santiago or 
San Francisco, or some other suitable point. 

Givin gave notice that when bill came up for 
consideration he wuuld move to strike out the name 
of Asa Whitney, and of every other individual named 
in it. 

Rush replied that there was an error in the 
title and that the .latter part of the bill provided 
for a route south and has no names in it at all. 

(No further action. Index S.J.) 

Senate. Stansbury report on Great Salt Lake valley 
transmitted by the Secretary of War.Laid on table. 

S.J. ,363 
C. G., 1127 

(Ordered printed in special session preceding and 
5500 extra copies ordered printed Feb.9,1852 by 
resolution submitted by Douglas. S.J.,192) 
(S.ex.doc.3, serial 608) 

Senate. Borland-memorial of Robert Mills, proposing 
a plan for a rr. & telegraphic communication to the 
Pacific ocean. To Com. on Public Lands. 

s .J. ,390 
C.G. ,1240 

(Printed in S.rp.344, serial 631) 

Hause. Freeman (John D. ,Miss.) from the Com. on Pub-
lic Lands reported favorabley S.72, granting Land. 
to Mississippi for rr. from Brandon, on eastern 
border of Miss. "in the direction of Montgomery, 
Alabama;u also H.R. No.81, granting land to La., 
Miss. and lrkansas for construction of certain rail-
roads. To Com. of Whole and printed. 

s. J. ,678 
(No further action on bills.Index) 
C.G.,1271-1274-speech of Freeman in favor of . 

these bills as beginning of southern road to Pacif-
ic and in condemnation of Whitney plan 

May 25 House. Mills memorial presented by Frederick P.Stan-
ton. To Com. on Roads and Canals. 

H.J.,730 



1852 32-1 

June 9 Senate. Rush-memorial of Ovid F. Johnson and his 
associates, proposing to construct a rr. and line 
of telegraphs from New Orleans to San Francisco. 
To Com. on Post Office and Post Hoads. 

S.J. 461 

July 7 House. Letter from acting secretary of the Treas-
ury, transmitting a communication from the Secre-
tary Of War, enclosing an estimate Of the amount 
required to complete the surveys of routes from 
the valley of the Mississippi to the Pacific ocean. 
To Com. on Military affairs arid printed. 

H.J. ,870 
(H.ex.doc.117,serial 648. To finish surveys 
called for by act of Mar.3, 1849) 

Aug.18 Senate. Borland from Com. on Public Lands, report 
on Mills memorial (see May 5) Ordered printed. 

s. J., 612 
(~.rp.344, serial 631) 
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Conside1·eJ. und plan urged-not wholly 

state date 
presented 

ravoruble. 
house Cone. doc. no.serial reference 

=======================================~============================= 

Indiana Feb.26, ~47 
II , 

Nevr. York Dec• 8, 4 7 
11 Dec.18'47 

R.I. 
II 

Maine 

Conn •. 
ti 

Tenn. 
It 
II 

Ala. 

Geo. 
il 

Ill. 

~.J. 
It 

Penr:.. 
II 

II 

II 

Ky. 

::ID. 
II 

Ohio 

Vt. 
II 

N.Hamp 

Dec.e, '47 
D ., '1:. 7 ec .... o, "' 
Dec.13,.'47 

Dec:.201 47 
Dec.12 1 '47 

Jan.17, 148 
II ti II 

II 24 II 
II 31 ,. 

1i'eb. ;>L '·,,8 
11 • ., •• • f II C'! .;.\.a.J.' "1. ,.) I "'t: c.1 

T\ ,'!°O'.)"" 1 'A..n 
.I.I~ I I _.._, 

Mar. 3, '48 
II 13 II 

• . l~ '4.8 !1lar .;; , _ 
II 15 II 

Jan.21: .'5J 
1: 28 II 

... ')" , ·3 MH.l", ... t;, 1 4: · 

•• t• 7 I I 8 liial", c; I 4 
II 28 II 

Apr .17 I , 48 

Apr , 2 8, '48 
J.!ay 8, t 48 

senate only· 

Mi c}1 .. 

HR 
s 
s 

s 
HR 

s 

s 
HR 

rm 
s 

HR 
ER 

s 
ER 

s 

s 
HR 

Iffi 
s 
s 
HR 

HR 

s 
HR 

s 
iiH 
s 

2£~ -2 

20-2 
30-1 
30-l 

S •. doc. 
S .misc .doc •. 

30-1 s.misc.doc~ 

30-1 

30-1 s.misc.doc. 

30-1 S,misc,doc. 
30-2 

30-1 
30-1 
30-1 
30-1 

J0-1 
30-1 

30-1 

30-1 
30-1 

30-1 
30-L 
31-L 
31-1 

30-1 

30-1 
30-1 

30-1 

30-L 
30-1 

S • .misc.doc .• 

II.1nisc .• doc 

s.rni.s.c.i .Jc. 

S .rni.sc,doc. 

H • mi s c • c;. a C:, 

s.misc .• doc. 
II.misc.doc, 

!Lemisc.doc:. 

H.Flisc.doc, 

s.rnisc:ndoc 

H.misc. :5oc .• 

104 485 
1 511 

H.J.,4%,42:? 

S • J t I 502 1 40 
H.J .,513,106 

4 511 s.J.,soa,42 
H.J.,513,113 

5 511 S.J, 1 502,43 

18 511 S.J. 1 502,59 
H.J.:536,85 

favor C G p.31 

29 511 

58 511 

76 5.lL 

'? '~ 511 

47 523 

20 563 
21 581 

55· 523 

68 523 

75 523 

H.J.513,246 
s.J.502,113 
H.J.513,279 
H.J. 513. 323 

s.J.502,1sn 
LJ.51:3;S•16 

S.J.502 1 200 
H.J •. ,513,512 

H.J .,513,54~~ 
S , J t I 502 I 2 12 
S.J.,548 1 93 
H. J • 5 6 6 ·, 411 

E.J.513,5?J6 

S.J,502,236 
H.J.51Z,620 

S:t.J.:502, 282 

H,J .513, 7,13 
S.J.,502,32L 

31-1,H.rp. 
140,p.54 

31.-1, H rp. 
140 p.§2 
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Appendix c. 
Memorials to Congress -favor Whitnex. Plan. 

29-2. 
H.J. 496. 
S.J. 492 

'tlmnbn Date 
Ref. House presented presenting Memorialists 

Committee 
referred to. 

110 

135 
162 
181 

H.R. Dec.29,1846 Ingersoll 

198 

180 

204 

231 
300 

317 

H.R. 
H.R. 
H.R. 

H.R. 

H.R. 

H.R. 

H.R. 
H.R. 

H.H. 

Jan.5,1847 
Jan. 11. 
Jan. 18. 

Jan. 20. 

Jan. 18. 

Jan. 21. 

Jan. 26. 
Feb. 3. 

Feb. 8. 

323 H.R. Feb. 9. 

375 H.R. ~eb. 18. 

386 H.h. Feb. 19. 

386 H.H. Feb. 19. 

418 H.R. Feb. 24. 

30-1. 
H.J. 513. 
s. J. 502. 

Campbell 

Ingersoll 

De Mott 

Ingersoll 

Brodhead 
Sawyer 

Root 

Brinker-
hoff ,, 

Cummins 

Tilden 

Giddings 

486 H.R. Mar .2, 1848 Root 

619 H.R. Mar.27, 

679 H.R. Apr.13. 

718 R.R. Apr.25. 

740 H.E. Apr.27. 

Giddings 

Crowell 

Marsh 

Crowell 

Citizens of 
Philadelphia 

" ,, 
Citizens of 
N.Y.City 

Citizens of 
Philadelphia 

Citizens of 
New York 

Citizens of 
Phtlade lphia 

Roads & Canals 

Pub lie lands ,, ,, 
Heads & Canals 

Public Lands 
'' ' " 

Roads & Cana.ls 

Carbon Co.,Pa. Public Lands 
Montgomery . Roads & Canals 

Co., Ohio 
Medina Co., 

Ohio 
" 

Richland Co., 
Ohio 

8haron, Medi-
na Co. ,Ohio 

Summit Co., 
Ohio 

Medina Co., 
Ohio 

Citizens of 
Newark,Ohio 

Citizens of 
Cleveland 

Citizens of 
Summit Co., 
Ohio 

(Vt. ) John Peck 

Public lands 
,, " 

Roads & Cana.ls 
,, ,, 

" " 

Laid on table 

Roads & Canals 
,, ,, 

Select Com. on 

& others of 
Burlington,Vt. ~ 
Citizens of Roads 
Summit Co., 

" & Canals 

Ohio 



30-2. 
None. 

31-1. 
s. J. 548. 
H. J • 566. 

Date Member Committee 
Ref. Bouse presented presentin8 Memorial is ts referred to_ 

Sl3 s. Dec.24,1849 Dickinson New York Cham- S.Roads & 
ber of Com- Canals & 
merce printed. 

(S.misc.doc.3, 
seria.l 563) 

426 H.R. Je..n.29,1850 Wm.J.Brown Meeting at In- Roads & Canals. 
dianapolis 
(favor?) 

519 H.R. Feb • 13 , 18 5 0 John c. 
Robinson Sundry 10 mem- ,, ,, 

orials of cit-
izens of Phil-
adelphia,N.Y. 
City,meetings 
at Dayton and 
Janesville, 
Strus\1 ille, 
etc. 

8180 s. Feb.27. Corwin Citizens of S.Roads & 
Cleveland Canals 

S3Sl s. June 12. " Citizens of 
Licking Co., 
Ohio 

31-2. 
s.J. 586. 
H.J. 594. 

226 H.R. Feb.5,1851 Chandler 6 citizens of Roads & Canals. 
Philadelphia 



Appendix D. 

Memorials against Whitney Plan 

30-1. 
H.J. 513. 
S.J. 502. 

Date Member 
Ref. House presented presenting 

395 s. June 19,1848 Hale 

881 

970 

432 

30-2. 
None. 

31-1. 
None. 

R.R. 

R.R. 

s. 

31-2. 
S.J. 586. 
H.J. 594. 

June 10. Wm.G.Brown 

June 29. Darling 

June 30. Walker 

8210 s. Feb.24,1850 Gwin 

32-1 • . s. J. 610. 
H.J. 632. 

S247 S. Mar.4,1852 Gwin 

or any Similar Plun. 

Committee 
Memorialists referred to. 

Citizens of Public Lands 
Rosendale, 
vVis. 

Citizens of 
Wheeling,Va. Select Com. 

on w. 
·citizens of 

Ceresco,Wis. Roads & Canals 
Citizens of Select Com. on 
Wisconsin Niles bill · 

John Plumbe, S.Roads & 
for settlers Canals 
of Califor-
nia. 

John Plumbe, S.Post Office 
for settlers & Post Roads 
and miners of 
California. 



Appendix E 

~rials for a Pacific railroad, £.£1 specifying Whitnez plan. 
( * probabl~ in favor of Whitney plan.) 

29-1. 
S et.T., serial 469. 
H.J.,serie.l 479. 

p. House Date Member Memorial~ ~ of Plan 
citizens 

2'4 H.R. 1-15-46 ~ahtcart Goshen,Ind. N~tl. R.R. Mias.R.to 

256 H.R. 

284 H.R. 

,71 H.R. 

;85 R.R. 

1-15-46 

1-22-46 

2-9-46 

2-1;-116 

Morris Belmont Co. 
Ohio. 

Cathcart Elkhart Co. 
Ind. 

Cathcart Kosciusko 
Co. , Ind. 

Cathcart Wabaeh,Koa-
ciusko & 
Whi'tly Coe. 

mouth of Columbia.. 
*Grant of lands f ~om 

Lake Mich. to Ore. 
Cong. to construct 

road to Oregon. 
Natl. R.R. Miss.R.to 

mouth of Columbia. 
Natl. R.R. to mouth 
of Columbia. 

'446 R.R. 2-21-46 Hamlin 
Indiana. 
Maine R.R. from Miss. R. 

t.o mouth of Col. 
464 H. R. 

47; H.R. 

, 77 s. 

494 H.R. 

2-28-46 

;-4-46 

3-5-46 

P. King Lowville, 
N.Y. 

Strong Chenango, 
N.Y. 

Hannegan Indiana 

Stark- Wayne Co O. 
weather 

Natl. R.R. Miss.R.to 
Oregon. 

R.R. Atlantic to 
mouth of Columbia. 

Natl. R.R. Mies. to 
mouth of Colunbia. 

Mo.R. to Pacific. 

Pettit Carroll Co. R.R. Misa.R. to 
Indiana Mouth of Columbia. 

511 H.R. 3-10-1'6 Stark- Wayne Co. O. Natl.R.R. Mo.R. to 

525 H.R. 

52 5 H. R • 

541 H. R. 
5L1 H.R. 

3-16-46 

3-19-46 
5-19-~6 

weather 
Br:i.nker-
hoff. 

Stark-
we a the :r 

Tilden 
Stark-
weather 

Richland Co. 
Ohio. 

; mem. Stark 
Co.,Ohio. 

Summit Co.O. 
Stark ·Co.O. 

Pacific. 
ti . . 
H 

" ti 

610 R.R. 3-50-46 Price Knox Co.,Mo. R.R. Miss. R. to 

Referred 
to Comm. 

R.& C. 

R •. .Y,C. 
R.& C. 

R.& C. 

R.& C. 

R.& c. 

Terr. 

R.&-. C. 

Pub.L. 

R.&. C. 

Terr. 

R.&. C. 

R.& C • 

R.& C. 

R.8~. C. 
R • . ~.~ C. 

mouth of Cohumbia. R.& C. 
6 5 5 H • R • I~ - 9 -4 6 Bowl in . Pe t er v on st . Lou i s to co 1 . R • Terr • 

· ·_, . Schmidt , 
St.Louie, Mo. 



Appendix E. 

Memorials for a Pacific Railroad, not epecifyi~ ... Whitne:l_ plan. 
( *probably in favor of Whitney plan.) 

29-2 
S.J., serial 492. 
H.J., serial 496 

-P:--House Date Met:lber 

46 s. 12-15-46 Dix 

51 s. 12-21-46 Dix 

85 R.R. 12- •) 2-46 Maclay 

00 ,, / H.R. 12-22-lto Miller 
77 s. 1-4-1~ 7 Cameron 

82 s. 1-5-47 Corwin 

82 s. 1-5-47 Sturgei:m 
9; s. 1-11,.47 Cameron 
105 s. 1..;16-47 Dix 
107 s. 1-18-li-7 Dix 
100 s. 1-18-47 Corwin 

115 s. 1-20-117 Cameron 

128 s. 1-25-47 Can.er on 

1;2 s. 1-26-#7 Cameron 
2;6 H.R. 1~27-47 Maclay 
2;6 H.R. 1-27-47 Maclay 
236 R.R. 1-27-47 Maclay 
245 R.R. 1-28-47 Leffler 
164 s. 2-4-47 Dix 

170 s. 2-6-l~ 7 Allen 
~'.)9 R.R. 2-6-47 Sa ·:'yer 

;27 R.R. 2-10-1~7 Hastings 

226 s. 2-25-47 Breeae 

Memorials Plan Ref erred 
of citizens. :to Comm. 

Chamber of *Land grant for R.R. Pub. L. 
Com;nerce,NY. . Lake Mich • to Pac. 
Wilkes &, Wilkes Pub. L. 
others,8, 

Wilkes & 1200 n R.&. c. 
citizens NY. 

same as a ·ove " R.& c. 
Phil., Pa. *R.R. Lake Mich. Pub.L. 

* to Pacific 
Dayton, Ohio.Land grant for R.R. Pub. L. 

Lake Mich. to Pac. 
Phil.,Pa. * v" Pub. L. 
Phil.,Pa. * n Pub. L. 
New York. * " Pub.~ • . 
New York * " Pub. L. 
Dayton, Ohio*Land grant for R.R. Pub .1 .• 

Lake Mich. to Pac. 
Hollida.ys- * n Pub. L. 

burg,Pa .• 
Carbon Co. * n R.& c. 

Pa. 
P!lil.,Pa. * ~ R.& c. 
Nevr York. Wilke a Pub. L. 
::uffalo,NY. II Pub. L. 
Phil.,Pa. n Pub. L. 
Des Moinee,Ia. II R " • :. :.i c. 
2 ··Mero. N.Y. *Land grant for R.R. Pub. L. 

Lake Mich to Pac. 
YTadsvrorth,O. * n Pub. L. 
Ohio IJand grant for R.R. R.& c. 

Mias.R. to Pac. 
I owe. City, *Pacific R,R. R.&. c. 

Ia. 
Peoria co. *Land grant for R.R. Laid on 

Il 1. Lake Mich. to Pac. ·Ta.ble. 



Appendix E. 

Memorials for a Pacific Railroa ·~ , _ not _ specifying _Whitne~ _ E_lan.!. 
( * probably in favor of Wl1i tney plan.) 

;o-1 
S.J. serial 502. 
H.~. aerial 51,. 

P· House Date Menber Memorials of 
citizens 

190 H.R. 1-4-48 Laffler Iowa City, 
Ia. 

3;8 H.R. 1-31-48 Wentworth C.B.Collins, 
Chicago. 

722 R.R. 4-25-48 Wilson John Plumbe, 
Boston. 

;0~2 
S.J. serial 528. 
H.J. serial 5:;6. 

122 H.R. 12-19-48 Greeley Seneca.,NY. 

'126 s. 1-15-1+9 jjickein- Buffa!o, Nj. 
son. 

271 H.R. 1-17-49 Stewart Pa. 
269 R.R. 1-17-49 Jenkin a Oneida Co.NY. 
282 H.R. 1- 19-1~9 Tallmadge Lanoaster Co. 

Pa. 
160 s. 1-25-49 Borland Arkansas. 
198 s. 2-9-lf9 Dic kinson Troy, NY. 
205 s. 2-12-49 Sebastian Wm.Pelham & 

others. 
225 s. 2-17-49 i3orland Arkanaae. 
258 s. 2-26-49 Dix Attica, NY. 

609 R.R. ;-2-l19 Johnson Arkaneae. 

,---~---Plan 

R.R. Misa.R. to ·Pac. 

R.R. Mo.R. to Pac. 

R.R. Lake Mich. 
to Pacific. 

R.R. Mo.R. to 
San Francisco. 

Natl.R.R. Mo.R.to 
Pacific. 

11 

R.R. to Pacific. 
Wilkes. 

R.R. Memphis to Pac. 
Carver. 
R.R. Me mph 8 to Pac. 

" Carver. 

R.R.Ft.Smith to Pac. 

Referred · · 
to Comm. 

R .&. c. 
R.& c, 

R.& c. 

R.&. c. 
R • (~j c. 

a.& c. 
R.& c. 
Select 

Pub.L. 
R.& c. 
On 
table. 

ti 

Mil. 
Aff. 
Judie. 



Appendix E. 

Memorials for.!!. Pacific _ Railroad, not SEecif,U!l,&Whitney Plan. 
(* Probably in favor of the Whitney plan-:-Y--

;1-1 
S.J. s c·rial 548. 
H.J. serial 566. 

p. House Date -Member :1emorial s of 
____ . ci~izen_s_. __ 

Plan 

32 s. 
198 H.R. 
199 H.R. 

199 H.R. 
47 s. 
47 s. 

11; s. 
406 H.R. 

1;5 s. 
4;4 H.R. 

471 H.R. 

?11 R.R. 
'' 7 H. R. 

16!+ s. 
608 H.R. 

178 s. 
617 R.R. 
616 H.R. 

1.133 s. 
648 H.R. 

229 s. 

?.36 s. 
712 H.R. 
254 s. 
260 s, 

12-27-49 Jones 3 mem. Iowa. 
12-51-49 Thompson Iowa 
12-;1-49 Phoe iv New York C. 

R.R. Mo.R. to Pac. 
" *R.R.Gt.Lakea to Pac. 

Ch • o f C o r.im • * 
12¢31-49 Cartter Stark Co.O. * n 
1-;-50 Fillmore St.Louis Natl R.R. Misa.R.to 

Convention 
Atchison Gen.Ass. of 

Missouri. 

1-28-50 Clay Lexington, 
Ky. 

1-28-50 Cobb St.Louis 

2-7-50 
1-30-50 

2-6-50 

2-12-50 
2- 15-50 

2-19-50 
2-25-50 

2-27-~50 
2-27-50 
2-27-50 

2-23-50 
;-8-50 

Convention. 
Fillmore Iowa 
Schenck Miamisburg, 

Ohio. 
Cable 

Bowlin 
Crow·ell 

Joneo 
Stanton 

Se'\vard 
Semi.. rd 
King 

Nine Eagles, 
Iowa. 

no.Legia. 
~· o ~.".~lg st o ·y-.~n , 0 • 

Iowa 
Uemphis Conv. 

New York 
New York 
Marblehead, 

Mass. 
Bradbury Waterville,Me. 
Mann H.A.S.Dearborn 

& others. 
3-22-50 Bell Tenn.Legis. 

3-26-50 

3-25-50 
4-4-50 

4-~-50 

Sebastian Arkansas 

Root 
Clay 

Lorain Co.O. 
Ky. 

Fillmore Phil.,Pa. 

Pac. 
Central R.R. Mo. 
to Pacific. 

Columbus, Ky.to Pac. 

Natl.R.R. Miss R. to 
Pacific. 

Mies.Valley to Pac. 
Miss.R. to Pacific. 

! 

II II San Fran. 
:J'.-:a tl. R.R .. 

to Pacific. 
R.~.Mo.R. to Pao. 
Survey & R ~R~ Miss 

R.to Pacific. 
De Grand 
De Grand 

II 

11 

II 

Surveys. 

R.R.Memphis to 
Tfonterey. 

Miss. Valley to Pac. 
Columbua,Ky. to Pac. 

Misa.R. to Pacific. 

Referred 
to Co 1'lm. 

Pub.L. 
Pub.L. 
R.& C. 

R.& C. 
On 
table. 
On 
table 
Printed. 
R.& C. 

R.& C. 

R.& C. 
R.& C. 

R.& C. 

Pub.L. 
Pub.L. 

OPub.L. 

R.& C. 
R.& C. 
Pub.r.J. 

R. fo C. 
Pub.L. 

On 
table. 
Printed. 
Ind. 
Aff. 
R.& C. 
R.& c. 
Printed 
R.& c. 



;1~1 continued. 

P• House Date 

755 H.R. 4-8-50 

352 H.R~ 4-26-50 

f380 R.R. 5-6-5 -~ 

9 '34 tf p 
_.., • ! ' • 6-)~-50 

989 R.R. 6-7- :-::· o 
1471 H.R. 9-16-50 

31-2 
S.J. aerial 586. 
H.J. serial 591+. 

46 H.R. 12-19-50 

55 s. 12-30-50 

32-1. 
S. tT. serial 610. 
H. ,1. aerial 6,2. 

125 s. 1-19-52 

247 s. 3-5-52 . 
298 s. 3-25-52 

Appendix E. 

Uember 

Hall 

Stanton 

Ha -~ 1 

Anderson 
Friedley 
G ~-1 be rt 

J ·,:ne a 

Givin 

Shields 

Givin 
Seward 

~fomorial s of 
citizens. 

Mo. 

Memphis c 0 :) v. 

Mo. 

Tenn. Legis. 
Dr. ,J. Dewees. 
Calif.Legie. 

John PLu '.:1 be 

Calif .Ligis. 

Plan 

St •. Jo aeph to San 
Franc :t sco. 
Surveys. 

Survey of Route 
St.tTO,to San Fran. 

~H s s. R. to Pac:tfic 
Atlantic to Pac. 
Natl. R.R. Miaa.R.to 
Pa<t~fic. 

Natl.R.R. Miss.V. 
to Pacific. 

n 

Referred 
to Comm.. 

Pub.L. 

Naval 
Aff. 
Pub .1. 

R .!..:. c. 
R. ~u c. 
Table 
Printed. 

R.&C. 

R.& C. 
Printed. 

Citizens of Natl.R.R.Lake Mich. Pub.L. 
United States. to Paicific. 
Caif.Legie. R.R. Miss.V. to Pac. R.& C. 
Pa. R.R. to Pacific. R.& C. 
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