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R A I L W A Y D E V E L O P M E N T

I N

K A N S A S *

CHAPTER I.
THE IMPORTANCE AND CHARACTER OF EARLY TRANSPORTATION
METHODS IN KANSAS*
A discussion of the development of the railways of Kan
sas may well begin with a statement of the need and impor
tance of transportation facilities in general, and also with
an account of the oharaoter and inadequacy of the early
transportation methods within the state and those meager
lines of communication whioh hrot it in touch with the out
side world.

Commercial and Economic Reasons for Transportation.
The need of transportation facilities in Kansas cannot
he said to differ greatly from the necessity for these facil
ities in the oountry as a whole.

That this need was great,

locally as well as nationally, is clearly shown hy the intense
interest in and the phenomenal development of the railroads
of the ^entire United States.
It can he truly said that in no other country has rail
road building heen undertaken and executed on so grand a
scale. So long as the population of the oountry was largely
confined to the eastern slopes of the Appalachian Mountains,
the numerous rivers and streams flowing into the Atlantic,
together with the irregular coast line itself, answered,
in a fairly adequate degree, the early requirements of the
people for transportation facilities.

But as soon as the

population pushed over "beyond the mountains and into the
great Mississippi Valley, the imperative need for more ad
equate means of transportation soon became apparent.

The

natural resources of this, great and fertile valley, as well
as the rich mineral deposits and valuable timber products
of the intervening mountains, were practically worthless,
in any large way, without some adequate method of transpor
tation.

hTo community or country, however,rich or abundant

its resources, or intelligent its citizens, can hope to pro
gress very far or very rapidly beyond the condition of a
primitive community without some means of transportation and
communication with the mother country or s ome older and more
advanced civilization.

It must have an outlet for its raw

products, which it naturally produces in such great abundance
It must also be able to secure machinery and manufactured
goods, which, if it be left to itself, will require years to
provide.
Political Reasons for Transportation.
Likewise the political unity of the country demanded
an adequate system of transportation.

Without such a system

the interests of the various sections of a country soon be
come self-centered or alienated altogether, according as
their economic or social interests dictate. This danger was
^
•
1
foreseen by our forefathers and early statesmen, for they
1. Poor's Manual of Railroads of U. S., Vol. for 1869-70,
pages 18-19.
That Washington clearly foresaw this heed, is shown by

3.

held that in no other way could the communities or sections
he united and made one.

This drifting apart happened in the

case of the South prior to our Civil War.

The South seceded

primarily "because it felt that its economic interests could
better be served by so doing.

While it is probably true that

the immediate cause of the secession was one of principle,
nevertheless, the people of the South did not secede until
they were thoroughly convinced that t heir economic welfare
would be furthered by withdrawing from the Union.

Hence, it

is found that the only way to unite politically a widely
his report to the Gov ernor of Virginia upon his return from
one of his western tours, in which he spoke as follows:
"I need not remark to you that the flank and rear of
the United States are possessed by other powers, and formid
able ones too, and how necessary it is to apply the cement
of interest to bind all parts of the Union together by indis
soluble bonds — especially that part whi ch lies immediately
west of us — with the Middle States. Por what ties, let
me ask, should we have upon those people in the Mississippi
Valley? How entirely unconnected with them shall we be, and
what troubles may we not apprehend if the Spaniards on their
right and Great Britain on their left, instead of throwing
stumbling blocks in their way, as they now do, should hold
out lures for their trade and alliance? What, when they gain
strength, which will be sooner than most people conceive (from
the emigration of foreigners who will have no predilection
for us, as well as the removal of our own citizens), will be
the consequences of having formed close con nections with
both or either of these powers in a commercial way? It needs
not, in my opinion, the gift of prophecy to foretell.
The Western States (I speak now from my own observation)
hang upon a pivot. The touch of a feather would turn them
either way. They have looked down the Mississippi till the
Spaniards very impolitely, I think, for themselves, threw
difficulties in the way; and they looked that way for no
other reason than because they could glide down the stream
without considering perha ps the difficulties of the voyage
back again, and the time necessary to perform it; and be
cause they had no other means of coming to us but by land
transportation and unimproved.roads. These causes have

scattered people is to unite their social and economic inter
ests by means of adequate and comprehensive systems of trans
portation#

This, then, is the explanation of the large grants

of land and other forms of aid which the government later gave
to encourage railway building#
Social and Intellectual Reasons for Transportation#
Then, too, in addition to the economic and political
necessity for an adequate system of transportation, it was
recognized that the growth of civilization itself, as well
as the material development and prosperity of the various
seotions of the country, was dependent directly upon the
facilities for the exchange of ideas and goods#

An insti

tution of learning can fulfill its function only so long
as there is opportunity for the exchange of ideas#

Like

wise, the social and intellectual qualities of a people can
be developed only when there is opportunity for the mingling
of the people of one section with those of another, and
when ideas and information can be sent broadcast throughout
the land in the form of books, papers and magazines.

But

this again can be accomplished only by the use of some ade-

hitherto checked the industry of the present settlers; for
except the demand for provisions, occasioned by the increase
of population, and the little flour which the necessities of
the Spaniards compel them to buy, they have no incitements
to labor. But smooth the road, and make easy the way for
them, and then see what an influx of articles will be poured
upon us, how amazingly our exports will increase and how
amply we shall be compensated for any trouble and expense we
may encounter to effect it#1'

quate system of transportation. Hence, the importance of the
development of such a system for the entire United. States was
clearly apparent#

For Kansas it was, perhaps, considered

still more important, inasmuch as the state was located in
the center of an immense territory with no large navigable
streams to afford internal communication, or to bring her
in touch with the rest of the nation#
Early Methods of Transportation in Kansas.
The Missouri River was an important avenue of oommerce
in the early days, but it must be remembered that this stream
touches only the northeastern border of the state and hence
served only the tier of counties from Wyandotte to the Nebras
ka line.

The Kansas or Kaw River was also used to a certain
Z
extent from 1854 to 1866, during whioh time thirty-five
different steamboats made one or more trips. Few of these
boats attempted to go farther up stream than Lawrence, and
most of them were compelled to abandon the attempt alto
gether when the river was low.
\

Routes and Trails.
Hence, practically all of the interior commerce of the
territory was hauled in wagons either by private persons, or
by some of the stage and express companies whioh operated

2# Kansas Historical Collection. Vol. IK, Pages 318-319,
The Kansas River - Its Navigation, by A. R. Green.

over more or less well-defined, routes* These routes all
1 u *'i'' c{
started from Missouri River points,"^whence- the goods had
heen brought by water, and then ran westward not only to
the western border of the state but also to points on the
Pacific coast.
One of the most important of these routes was known
as the Santa Fe Trail, which entered the territory at Inde
pendence and Westport on the Missouri River and ran in a
southwesterly direction through the state to Santa Fe, Hew
3
Mexico.

3. Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. IX, Page 576.
"The Santa Fe Trail, from Franklin, Independence and
Westport, on the Missouri River in Missouri, to Santa Fe,
H. M., was used for some years previous to 1821, trade being
carried on over a portion of it by means of paok animals.
This trail then followed up the Arkansas River to where
Bent*8 Ford was afterward located, and from there swung off
to the southwest to Taos and Santa Fe, H. M. Wagons were
used as early as 1822, and its virtual commencement may be
dated from this time. In 1825-27, a United States corps
of engineerst under Joseph C. Brown, surveyed, looated, and
mapped what they considered the best and most direct route
to Santa Fe. Aocording to this survey, the trail left the
Arkansas River in what is now Cray County and ran in a south
west direction to the Cimarron River, which it followed to
the extreme limits of the state. The trail entered Kansas
' from the east near the town of Glenn, Johnson County, (ac
cording to Chittenden in his 'History of the American Fur
Trade1T and crossed the following counties: Johnson, Douglas,
Osage, Wabaunsee, Lyon, Morris, MoPherson, Rice, Barton*
Pawnee, Edwards, Ford, Gray, Haskell, Grant, Stevens and
Morton, and out of the state. The old trail ran over the
route as laid down here as far west as Gray, and from there
it followed up the Arkansas River through Furney, Kearney,
and Hamilton Counties to the Colorado line. Council Grove
and Burlingame were the most noted stopping-places on the
road. The trail was about 775 miles long, about 500 of which
were within the limits of Kansas."

Another of these early trails was known as the Califor
nia Road which started from St. Joseph, Missouri, "ran through
Doniphan County, and through the Kickapoo reserve in Brown
County; through Nemaha and Marshall and the northeast corner
4
of Washington counties" into Nebraska*
Another route of considerable importance was known as
lane's Road.

This road started from Nebraska City, Nebraska,

striking Poney Creek in Brown County and then ran westward
along the present line of the Rock Island Railroad to Topeka.
This road was opened largely because of the embargo on free5
state travel in 1856 up the Missouri River*
Still another trail, known as the Osage Indian trail,
ran westward from the Verdigris River in Wilson County to
g
the Osage hunting grounds on the Arkansas River*
In this connection it is interesting to note that
many of the railroads that were built later followed,
to a large extent, the course of some of these early trails,
thus showing the wisdom of the location of these early
highways*
Private Carriers, Stage and Express Companies.
As stated above, besides the vast amount of travel
and commerce oarried on by private individuals over these

4* Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. IX, Page 577.
5* Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. IX, Page 577.
6. Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. IX, Page 577.

8*

early wagon routes, there were several stage and express
companies operating which did a large amount of "business*
One of these was known as She Overland Pon^y Express
Company, which was organized for the purpose of furnishing
a rapid means of conveyance for mail and dispatches from
St* Joseph, Missouri, to Sacramento, California.

Che com

pany used the old California Road and made its first trip
on April 3, 1860.

It continued to make weekly trips for a

time and then later made trips twice a week for about 18
months. It discontinued business upon the completion of the
Pacific telegraph line*7
"Che Leavenworth and Pike's Peak express was estab
lished in 1859 to meet the wants of a direct route to
the new gold mines of western Kansas.
"It ran over the old Leavenworth and Port Riley Road,
and up the Kaw Valley to Port Riley and Junction City;
thence in a northwesterly direction along the divide between
Chapman Creek and the Republican Rivir, and out of Kansas.1,6
"The Overland Stage line to California ran out of
Atchison and connected with the old California road at
Kennekuk station, on the Kickapoo reserve*

It extended to

Placerville, California, a distance of 1920 miles, and daily
9
stages were run."

7. Kansas Historical Collections, Vol* IX, Page 576*
8* Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. IX, Page 577.
9* Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. IX, Page 577.

"The Butterfield Overland Dispatch extending from Atch
ison to Denver via the Smoky Hill fork, a distance of 592
miles, was operated by D. A. Butterfield in 1865-66.
9
were fifty stations on the route."

There

Also in 1855 W. H. Russell of Lexington, Missouri, and
Alexander Majors formed a partnership, under the name of
Majors and Russell, for the purpose of hauling the Government
freight from Port Leavenworth to the various other Government
posts and forts.10
Importance and Character of Early Traffic in Kansas.
Some idea of the extent and importance of this govern
ment traffic is shown hy the fact that in 1858 the firm
last mentioned hauled upwards of 16,000,000 pounds of sup
plies, most of which went into Utah.

Por the transporta

tion of this material the company used between 3500 and 4000
wagons and teams and employed over 4000 men.11
"The Kansas Annual Register" gives the following esti
mate of the freight annually transported across the plains
from the Missouri River to Hew Mexico, Colorado, Utah and

9. Kansas Historical Collections, Tol. IX, Page 577.
10# Alexander Majors - Seventy Years On the Frontier,
Page 141.
11. Alexander Majors, Seventy Years on the Frontier,
Page 143.

10*

IE
Idaho;
Amount of Govt* freight annually transported,
n
Amount of private n
"
Humher of wagons employed
......
u
w
" drivers
...................
n
n train masters and other employees.*

10000 tons*
10000 n
8000
8000
2000

Through Traffic.
However, in discussing the nature and extent of this
early overland traffic, and hence the need for better trans
portation facilities, it is to be remembered that the Missou
ri River, which in this early day was the principal avenue for
this western commerce, makes a rather sharp bend just as it
strikes the northeastern corner of Kansas and swings off
rather sharply to the north.

All western shipments of freight

were, therefore, brought by boat up the Missouri River until
the northeastern corner of Kansas was reaohed,.when it was
unloaded and then hauled overland to points farther west.
This was true not only for shipments destined to points in
Kansas, but also for those that were to go to points farther
west and on to the Pacific Coast*

The reverse of this process

was followed with all shipments from the west to the east.
Kansas was, therefore, in need of a transportation system
which would be adequate to handle not only her internal com
merce but this through eastern and western traffic.

IE*. KansasAnnual Register for 1864, Page 18E.

11.

Local Traffic#
The looal traffic was, of course, largely determined "by
the number of settlers within the territory#

It would, there

fore, seem to he profitable to note briefly the growth of
population during the early years of the state's history#
Prior to the passage of the act organizing Kansas as t terri
tory and opening it for settlement there

were only a very

few settlers within the present limits of Kansas#

Almost the

entire white population consisted of a few soldiers, govern
ment agents, traders and missionaries#

However, the terri

torial act signed May 30, 1854, left the matter of slavery
to be settled by direct vote of the people themselves#

Under

this stimulus, the population increased very rapidly during
the next four or five years. Prom 1855 to 1859, four differ13
ent constitutions were proposed** some of which were pro-slav
ery and some anti-slavery.

But in 1859 a constitution pro

hibiting slavery was adopted by a convention sitting at Wy
andotte, which constitution was approved by popular vote and
under which Kansas was admitted into the Union by an act
14
approved by Gongress Jan# £9, 1861#
The question of slav
ery, therefore, being definitely settled and hence this false
stimulus to immigration being removed, the population of

13# Thirteenth Census Report of U#S#, 1910 - Supplement for
Kansas, Page 568.
14# General Laws of Kansas, Year 1861, Page 75#

Kansas remained almost stationary from this date to th e close
of the Civil War.

The figures, therefore, given in the Fed

eral Census report for 1860 are approximately correct for
this entire period.

According to this report, there were
15
then 107,206 people living in Kansas.
Supplies for all of
these people must he hauled overland from the Missouri River "
points to the places where they were needed.

Their only mar

ket was,in reality, purely local, inasmuch, as the cost of the
four or five days haul eastward to the Missouri River
was, in many instances, equal to the price received for
their products.

Each family was, therefore, practically

self-supporting, and must of necessity remain so until ad
equate systems of transportation were estab lished.

Con

sequently, we can very readily understand the intense inter
est the people of Kansas took in any proposed plans for im
proved methods of transportation and communication.
15.

Kansas Historical Publications, Vol. I, Gov. Martin1s
Address Quarter•Century Celebration.

13\

CHAPTER II.
THE PERIOD OF AGITATIOH (1855-1860).
Introduction - Development of the Railway Uet of the
United States ¥estward to the Missouri River.
During the early part of the history of our country, the
railroad was not considered as a possible means of supplying
this need for transportation facilities.

Attention was cen

tered on the building of turnpikes and canals* vast sums be
ing expended not only by private persons and companies but
also by the oentral and local governments.

All of the early

railroads that ware built prior to 1850 were constructed large
ly as feeders to the canals and for local purposes.

But upon

the discovery of gold in California, interest in other sec
tions of the country was greatly stimulated, as was also the
demand for more adequate systems of cross-country transporta
tion.

The success of the Reading railway in the carriage of

coal in competition with the Schuylkill canal and the success
ful competition of the Hew York Central railroad with the
Erie Canal in the carriage of flour seemed to awaken the
people to the great economic possibilities of railroads as a
solution of the transportation problem. From this time, there
fore, their interest and enthusiasm for railway building
seemed to know no bounds. From a total of 9021 miles of rail

14.

road in 1850, the mileage of the country increased to 18,374
miles in 1855 and to the grand total of 30, 635 miles by

16

18604

During all this time the railway net of the country

was gradually stretching westward until in 1859 it reached
the Missouri River at St* Joseph, Missouri, just opposite the
17
northeast corner of Kansas.
Prior to about this time the
amount of inland traffic moved on the rivers and canals of
the United States greatly exceeded that which was carried by
the railroads; but by 1860 the situation was reversed, when
it was estimated that the railroads carried two-thirds of the
internal traffic of the country.

By this date the sucoess

and practicability of railroads had been fully established.
(Transcontinental lines were, therefore, (be4n^ advocated,
government aid was bedng sought, and the people all over the
country were investing millions in the stocks and bonds of
railroad companies.

16. Poor's Railway Manual for 1869-70 - Table of Railway
Mileage in U.S. from 1830 to 1865, page 24.
17. Kansas Historical Collectionst Vol. 71, Page 357-59.
(Also Poor's Manual for 18811.
Also Kansas Historical Collections, Yol. HI, P
age
37, we find the following:
"On February 14, 1859, the first
through passenger train arrived at St. Joseph from Hannibal,
with Edgar Sleepy as engineer and Benjamine H. Colt as oonduotor. A great celebration in honor the completion of the road
was held on Washington's birthday, at the old Odd Fellows
Hall. A jug of water from the Mississippi was emptied into
the Missouri at the mouth of the Blaoksnake, the ceremony of
mingling the waters being performed with great solemnity by
Broaddus Thompson, a prominent citizen of those days and a
most unique character withal".- History of Buchanan County
and St. Joseph, P. 23.

15.

Interest in Railways in Kansas, as Shown "by number and
Character of Charters Granted by Territorial Legislatures.
Situated as they were, and with suoh aotive interest in
railway building being shown elsewhere in the oountry, it is
but natural that the people of Kansas should beoome very en
thusiastic in their efforts along this line. Rot only was
the looal need of transportation faoilities as great in Kan
sas as anywhere else in the country, but Kansas was also clear
ly in line with some of the transcontinental roads that were
then being proposed.

However, so far as the State1s territor

ial period is oonoerned, no actual railway building was ac
complished.

That interest was not lacking is shown by the

number of charters granted by the territorial authorities of
the state.
Charters Granted by the First Territorial
Legislature of 1855.
According to the territorial statutes, the first Terri
torial Legislature (1855) granted charters to the following

18

Railroad Companies:

The Kansas Central Railroad Company, capitalized at
$1,000,000.00 and authorized to build and operate a Railroad
"from any point on the Missouri River to any point on the
western boundary of Kansas territory".

18.

Statutes of Territory of Kansas, Pages 904-930.

16*

The South Kansas Railroad Company was authorized to
build a road "from the Missouri State Line due west of the
city of Springfield, in the State of Missouri — to the western
line of Kansas territory". It was capitalized at $3,000,000.00.
The Leavenworth, Pawnee, and Western Railroad Company was
incorporated with a Capital Stock of $5,000,000.00 and was em
powered to "oonstruot a Railroad from the west bank of the Mis
souri River, in the town of Leavenworth, in this territory,
and from thenoe west to the town of Pawnee, or some point feas
ible and near the government reservation for Port Riley, with
the privilege of extending the same to the western boundary of
the territory".
The Leavenworth and Leoompton Railroad Company was capi
talized at $3,000,000.00, and was authorized to build a road
from "Leavenworth to Leoompton".

It was also permitted to take

stock in the Leoompton Bridge Company.
The Kansas Valley Railroad Company was given power to
"oonstruot a Railroad from the western boundary of the State
of Missouri, on the south side of Kansas or Kaw River, com
mencing at the western terminus of the Pacific Railroad, near
the mouth of the Kansas River running up the valley of said
river on south bank thereof, by way of Lawrence, Bernioia,
Douglass, Leoompton, Tecumseh, and terminating at or near
the town of Pawnee".

It was capitalized at $5,000,000.00.

17*

Charters Granted by the Second Territorial
legislature of 1857*
. The Sec
ond Territorial Legislature of 1857 broke the
record of all the territorial assemblies by chartering sixteen
19
Railroad companies*
The Eastern Kansas and Gulf Railroad Company was capital
ized at $5,000,000.00 and was authorized to "construct a Rail
road from the western boundary line of the State of Missouri,
on the South side of the Kansas or Kaw River, so as to connect
with the Pacific Railroad at its western terminus"*
The Prairie City and Missouri State Line Railroad Company
was empowered to build and maintain a Railroad "from Prairie
City to some point on the Missouri State line", and was capi
talized at $1,000,000.00.
The Atchison and Lecompton Railroad Company was also cap
italized at $7,000,000.00 and was given power to build a road
"from the ifcowfi of Atchison to a point on the Kansas River op
posite the city of Lecompton".
The Kansas Central Railroad Company was authorized to
issue stock to the amount of $5,000,000.00 and to "construct
a Railroad from the western boundary of the state line of
Missouri, at Roseport, on the Missouri River; opposite the
city of St. Joseph, to the city of Lecompton; and from thence
south, by way of the Heosho Valley, to the south line of the
19. Gen. Laws of The Territory of Kansas, - year 1857 - Pages
181-251.

18*

territory"#
The Missouri River and Kemaha Valley Railroad Company
was authorized to huild a road "from some point on the Missouri
River, within the limits of Doniphan County" toward Port Kear
ney#

The capital stock was to he $5,000,000*00.
The St# Joseph and St# George Railroad Company was author

ized to construct a railroad "from a point on the hank of the
Missouri to the town of St. George, on the Kansas river".
The St. Joseph and Topeka Railroad Company was capitalized
at $1,500,000.00 with power to inorease the same "to any sum
not exceeding the amount expended on account of said road",
and was authorized to huild a road "from a point on the Missou
ri river opposite, or nearly opposite the town of St. Joseph,
in Missouri, to the town of Topeka".
The Palermo and Leoompton Railroad Company and also the
Palermo and St# Joseph Railroad Company were chartered and
authorized to construct roads between the points named in
said acts, providing also that construction should commence
within five years of the passage of the respective acts.
The Central and Gulf Railroad Company was capitalized
at $10,000,000.00 and empowered to huild a road "from such
point on the northern to such point on the southern boundary
of Kansas as may he deemed most advisable by the

—incor

porators, with the privilege of making such branches as may
he deemed advisable to the interests of this company", and
with the right of connecting with all other railroad companies
running east and west.
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The Marysvilla or Palmetto and Rosaport Railroad Company
was authorized to issue $5,000,000*00 of capital stock and to
"construct a Railroad from Marysville or Palmetto City to Roseport

so as to oonneot with the Hannihal and St« Joseph Rail

road".
The Atchison and Port Riley Railroad Company was given
power to build and operate a road "from the town of Atohison to
Port Riley and to issue stook to the amount of #1,000,000.00".
The Missouri River and Rooky Mountain Railroad Company
was capitalized at #1,000,000 and was given power to construct
a road "from any point on the Missouri river between the town
of Delaware City, in Leavenworth County, and the mouth, of the
Kansas river, to any point on the western boundary of the ter
ritory, with a brancfc to the southern boundary of said terri
tory".
The Delaware and Lecompton Railroad Company was incor
porated with the same powers and privileges as the Central Rail
road Company and was authorized to build a road "from the town
of Delaware to the town of Lecompton".
The Mine Hill Railroad and Mining Company w$8 capital
ized at #5,000,000.00 and authorized to "commenoe operations
either in mining or constructing said railroad within five
years".

It was intended that a railroad should be built too,

and that mining should be begun on any mineral lands which
the company might acquire within the territory, but the exact
location of the same was not definitely fixed.

20*

The Atchison and Palmetto City Railroad Company was em
powered to build a road "from Atchison to Palmetto City, on
the Big Blue River", and it was authorized to issue capital
stock to the amount of $1,000,000*00*
The Leavenworth, Pawnee and Western Railroad Company
was given the power to construct a road to be called the
"Southern Branch and Gulf Railroad, beginning at some favor
able point on the Leavenworth,.Pawnee, and Western Railroad
and following the most practicable route southwardly, to ter
minate on the southern boundary of the territory of Kansas,
at some point where easy connection may be had with a line of
railroad extending — to the Gulf of Mexico"*

Charters Granted by the Third Terri
torial Legislature of 1858*
It is worthy of mention, in passing, that the Territor
ial Legislatures up to the time of the next session, that of
1858, were largely controlled by pro-slavery men and that in
almost all instanoes the charters granted up to this time were
to pro-slavery interests.

However, control of the Legislative

Assembly of 1858 passed to the free-state men and, therefore,
the charters granted during this session were given entirely
to men of this party.
eleven new Railroads*
&0*

This Legislature granted charters to

20

Laws of Territory of Kansas, year 1858 - Pages 113-171*
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The Delaware and Lawrence Railroad Company was incorpora
ted with a capital stock of $1,500,000.00 and was authorized to
build a road "from the town of Delaware, on the. Missouri River,
to the city of Lawrence on the Kansas River".

It was to com

mence work within six years and complete the same within ten
years.
The Elwood, Palermo, and Port Riley Railroad Company was
authorized to construct a road "from the city of Elwood, or
Palermo, as they may hereafter determine, making Palermo a
point to Port Riley, with a branch from Rochester to a point
on the Nebraska line, in the direction of Port Kearney.

It

was capitalized at $3,000,000*00 with privilege of Increasing
from time to time if needed".
The Kansas Central was chartered with a capital stock
of $3,000,000.00 and it was empowered to build a road "from a
point on the Missouri River, at or near the mouth of the Kansas
River, to a point at or near Port Riley, with the privilege of
extending the same to any point on the boundary of the Terri
tory of Kansas, west of the sixth principal meridian".
The Leavenworth, Lawrence, and Port Gibson Railroad Com
pany was capitalized at $2,000,000*00 with privilege of in
crease and it was authorized "to build, to construct, and to
operate a road from Leavenworth City, on the Missouri River,
on the most practicable and cohvenient route, by Delaware,
Lawrence, Minneola, Osage City, and down the Neosho River —
to Port Gibson — and also a branch — up the valley of• the

Neosho River, and across from a convenient point to Port Riley,
on the Kansas River".
The Leavenworth City, Delaware, and City of Lawrence Rail
road Company was incorporated with a capital stook of $1,500,000
and empowered to build a road "from Leavenworth City, by way of
Delaware, to the City of Lawrenoe".
The Leavenworth City, Hamlin and Nebraska Railroad Com
pany was authorized to build a road "from Leavenworth City via
Rochester and Hamlin to the Nebraska Line".
The charter of the Missouri River and Rooky Mountain
Railroad Company was amended by this assembly, the capital
stock being increased to $5,000,000*00.
The Missouri River Railroad Company was ohartered with a
capital stook of $500,000.00 with privilege of increase and
was given power to build a road "from a point on the line be
tween Missouri and Kansas, near to the mouth of the Kansas River,
by the way of Leavenworth City and Palermo, to the line be
tween Kansas and Nebraska, at a point near Roy's Perry".
The charter of the St. Joseph and Topeka Railroad Company,
which was granted in 1857, was also amended giving the right
to increase its capital stock to $5,000,000.00 and also to ex
tend its lines "from the city of Topeka, Kansas Territory, to
such point on the southern or western boundary of said Terri
tory, in the direction of Santa Pe, New Mexico, as may be
most suitable and convehient for the construction of said
Railroad".
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The St. Joseph, Sumner and Lawrence Railroad was capital
ized at $2,000,000.00 and authorized to construct a road ""from
the city of Sumner, on.the Missouri River, to Lawrence in said
Territory".
The Sumner, Manhattan and Port Riley Railroad Company was
authorized to build and operate a road "from the city of Sumner,
on the Missouri, via the city of Manhattan, to Fort Riley",
with same powers and privileges as were granted to the St.
Joseph, Sumnerand Lawrence Railroad Company.
The Topeka and Emporia Railroad Company was chartered with
the power to build a road "from the city of Topeka, on the
Kansas River, to the town of Emporia on the Neosho River.

It

was capitalized at $3,000,000.00*
The Wyandotte, Mlnneola, and Council Grove Railroad Com
pany was incorporated with a capital Btock of $5,000,000.00 and
was empowered to build a Railroad "from the west bank of the
Missouri River, in the city of Quindaro, in this Territory, and
from thence southwesterly to the town of Wyandotte, Olathe, and
Minneola, with the privilege of extending same to the western
boundary of the Territory".

Charters Granted by the Fourth Territor
ial Legislature of 1859.
The Legislature of 1859 granted charters to only four new
Railroad Companies, amending the charters of three others al-

21

ready incorporated.
21.

Laws of Territory of Kansas, year 1859 - P. 56-70.
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The Atchison and Topeka Railroad Company was chartered with
a Capital stock of $1,500,000.00, and it was authorized to "build
a road "from or near Atchison, on the Missouri River, in Kansas
Territory, to the town of Topeka, in Kansas Territory, and to
such point on the southern or western boundary of the said
Territory, in the direction of Santa Re, — and, also to con
struct a branch of said Railroad to any points on the southern
boundary of said Territory of Kansas, in the direction of the
Gulf of Mexico."
The Atchison and Pike's Peak Railroad Company was incor
porated with all the powers given to the Atchison and Port
Riley Railroad.

It was empowered to build a road "from Atch

ison to the west line of the Territory in the direction of
Pike's Peak".
The Lawrence and Port Union Railroad Company was incor
porated with a oapital stock of $3,000,000.00 and was given
power to build and operate a road "from Lawrence City, thence
in a southwesterly direction to any point on the southern or
western boundary of Kansas Territory, in the direction of Port
Union and Santa Pe".
The Wyandotte and Osawatomie Railroad Company was cap
italized at $1,000,000.00 and was permitted to build a road
"from the city of Wyandotte, at the mouth of the Kansas River —
to Osawatomie".
Three acts were also passed amending the charters of the
Missouri River and Rocky Mountain Railroad Company, the Central
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Railroad Company, and. the Atohison and Port Riley Railroad Com
pany, enlarging their powers and permitting the extension of
their lines*

Charters Granted by the Territorial
Legislature of I860*
The Legislature of 1860 granted charters to twelve new
Railroad Companies and amended the charters of two others.
While this Legislature did not grant as many charters as some
of its predecessors, yet its generosity should be noted es££
pecially in the amount of the capital stock privileges*
The Port Scott, Neosho, and Santa Pe Railroad Company was
authorized to build a road "from a point on the boundary line
between the State of Missouri and the Territory of Kansas east
of Port Scott — to a point on the western or southern boundary
of the territory".

It was capitalized at $10,000,000*00.

The Iowa Point and Denver City Railroad Company was giv
en a charter with a oapital stock privilege of $2,000,000.00, and
permissions to build a road "from Iowa Point, via Hiawatha, to
Denver City".
The Leavenworth City and San Pranoisco Railroad Company
was capitalized at $100,000,000.00 with permission to increase
the same and was authorized to build a road "from Leavenworth
City on the Missouri River, to any point or place on the western
22* Gen. Laws of the Territory of Kansas, year 1861, Page 384426*
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or southern "boundary of the Territory of Kansas"*
The Leavenworth City Railroad Company was chartered, giv
ing it permission to oonstruot a road "through the streets,
alleys, wharfs, avenues, roads and highways of said oity of
Leavenworth — and also to oonstruot a branch road to Port
Leavenworth*" It was capitalized at $250,000*00 with the priv
ilege of increasing the same to $1,000,000*00*
The Marysville and Denver City Railroad Company was incor
porated with a oapital stock of $5,000,000.00 and it was em
powered to build a road "from Marysville to Denver City, in
the Territory of Kansas"*
The Missouri River Railroad Company was capitalized at
$2,000,000*00 with privilege of increasing the same, and was
authorized to construct and operate a railroad "from Wyandotte,
at or near the mouth of the Kansas River to the City of White
Cloud in Doniphan County, via Iowa Point"*
The Olathe and Southern Kansas Railroad Company was char
tered with a capital stock of $3,000,000.00 and was permitted
to build a road "from a point at or near Olathe in Johnson
County

— to any point in the southern boundary of the Terri

tory of Kansas".
The Southern Kansas Pacific Railroad Company was capital
ized at $5,000,000.00 and was empowered to build a road "from
a point on the eastern line of the Territory of Kansas, at the
termination of the Missouri Central Pacific Railroad, thence —
to the Western or Southern boundary of said Territory".
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The Topeka and Southern Kansas Railroad Company was incor
porated with the privilege of building a road "from Topeka —
to the southern boundary of Kansas Territory".

The amount of

the capital stock was not definitely fixed by the charter.
The State Line. Osawatomie,
and Fort Union Railroad was
A
*
authorized to issue $5,000,000.00 of Capital Stook and to build
a road "from some point on the eastern boundary of Lykins County
thence to Osawatomie, and thence — to the south boundary of the
Territory in the direction of Fort Union".
The Troy and Iowa Point Railroad Company was capitalized
at $1,000,000.00 with privilege of increase and was authorized
to build a road from the City of Troy, Doniphan County, Kansas
Territory, to Iowa Point, in said county and Territory".
The Western Railroad Company was authorized to build a
road to "connect with the Jefferson City and Ueosho Valley
Railroad at Eamden, thence southwesterly — to the southern
boundary of the Territory of Kansas".

It was given by its

charter the same powers and privileges as the Topeka and Em
poria Railroad Company.
The Wyandotte and Osawatomie. Railroad Company, by amend
ment, was authorized to extend its road from Wyandotte via
Paola and Osawatomie to a point on the southern line of the
Territory of Kansas.
The Leavenworth, Lawrence, and Fort Gibson Railroad Com
pany charter was also amended ohanging the location of a part
of the line.
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Summary of Charters Granted During Territorial Period.
It is seen that during the territorial period and long
"before the state was admitted to the Union, that not only t he
people, "but also the territorial authorities, were keenly alive
to the importance, indeed the absolute necessity, of railroad
building.

As was stated above, this is clearly shown by the

long list of companies which were organ ized and incorporated.
In fact, when one looks over the work of the territorial leg
islatures, as shown by the statutes of this period, it would
seem that their principal work was that of granting charters
to railroad and other corporations.

It is doubtless true,

owing to the financial situation in the territory and the
country generally, that this was about the only way that the peo
ple of this early period could express their interest in railroad
building.

The purpose, therefore, in giving this rather long.list

of charters has been; first, to show the interest taken in and the
importance that the people attached to railroads; second, to show
the extent to which the territory was covered by the many proposed
roads; and, third, by noting the c haracter and liberal provisions
granted under these charters, to show the generosity of the terri
torial authorities and the encouragement they gave to railroad
building.

It should, perhaps, also be said that not all of t he com

panies incorporated represented honest intention to build.
many of them did.

Doubtless

On the other hand it seems equally clear that a

large number of them represented nothing more than pure speculation.
The projectors, in many instances, foresaw the importance and

89.

certainty of the future railway development of the Territory,
and sought to enrich themselves "by securing charters for the
better and most likely future routes. It was their purpose
then to compel the actual railroad builders to pay them hand
some profits for their chartered privileges.

Thus it is shown

that the territorial era in our State's history represented very
little attempt at actual railroad building.

It was, primarily,

a period of agitation and organization.

Kansas First Connected with the Railway Ret
of the Country at Atchison.
While this characterization of the period is true in the
main, there were two exceptions that should be mentioned not
so much because of what was actually accomplished, but beoause
they marked the actual beginning of railroad building in the
State.
The first of these instances does not represent any ac
tual building within the State, but it does represent an effort
on the part of Kansas men to connect Kansas with the rest of the
r

U nion by railroad.

The Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad was

about to reach the eastern line of the Territory, actually
23
reaching it at St. Joseph, Missouri, in 1859;
and so in

24
anticipation of this event, a group of Atchison men, in 1858,
began the formation of a road to be built in the State of Mis

souri, from a point opposite Atchison to St. Joseph, Missouri,
23.
24.

See Ref. Ho. 17.
Tuttle1s History of Kansas, Page 551.
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connecting, as soon as this road should reach this point, with the
24
Hannibal and St. Joseph line. The road was completed in 1860,
and thus railway connection was made with the eastern part of
the country, although no rails had as yet been laid within the
26
Territory itself.
It was the thought of the projectors that
Atchison would thus become the commercial metropolis of the
State.

I

The First Railroad In Kansas.
The second actual attempt at railway building during the
territorial era, and which really represents the first aotual
construction within the present boundary of the State, is that
of the Elwood snd Marysville Road which later was extended to
the Nebraska line, its present name being the St. Joseph and
Grand Island, a division of the Union Pacific system. Con26
cerning this road, in Cutler's History of Kansas
is found
fthe following:

"On March 20, 1860, the first iron rail on

Kansas soil was laid at Elwood, Doniphan County, opposite
St. Joseph.

This rail was laid on the Elwood and Marysville

Railroadj "etc. During the next thirty days, five miles of
25. The following was taken from an address given Oot. 3, 1900,
at Hortonville by Geo. W. Martin, Secretary of the Kansas Hist
orical Society, at the northeast Kansas Jubilee:
"At the very
first meeting held by the city counoil of Atchison, a resolu
tion was adopted ordering an election March 18, 1858, to vote
on the proposition to take §100,000.00 of stock in a railroad
company. The proposition prevailed and in addition the people
subscribed $100,000.00 individually. The road was on the Missou
ri side of the river and was completed in Feb. 1860".
26. Cutler*s History of Kansas, Page 241.

31

27 •

track were completed from Elwood to Wathena.

An account of

the celebration of this event is found in D. W. Wilder's "Annals
of Kansas", in which he quotes from the "Elwood Pree Press" as
28
follows:
"On Monday last, April 23, the directors of the
Elwood and Marysville Railroad plaoed on their track the looomotive 'Albany1, an engine which had been used from Boston to
Missouri as railroads had successively stretched their way to
ward the setting sun.

On Tuesday, several cars were brought

across the river, and a large concourse of people gathered to
celebrate the actual opening of the first section of the great
Pacific road.

Col. Jeff Thompson, President of the Elwood and

Marysville Railroad; Willard P. Hall, President of the St.
Joseph and Topeka Road; Gov. Robert Stewart of Missouri; and
others addressed the crowd on the topic of the day".
Concerning the celebration, Chas. S. Gleed, in Volume 6
of the "Kansas Historical Collections", Pages 357 to 359 says:
"It was indeed a merry mob of 'high rollers' that followed
the venerable old scrap heap, 'Albany' west from Elwood to the
terminus of the new laid track on the opening day.

Of the

many railroad celebrations which have since been held in Kansas
the first one seems to have been the most remarkable. —

The

27,. Kansas Historical Col. Vol. XII, Page 38.
28. Kansas Historical Col. Vol. VI, Page 357-59 The Pirst
Kansas Railway, by Chas. Gleed.
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oars that followed the 'Albany1 that day were all flat oarst
well calculated to carry the festive party, composed about
equally of men and barrels.

The cars were decorated with green

boughs to cover their native ugliness, and seats were construc
ted of planks set crosswise of the cars.

The engine was gaudy

with all the colors of the rainbow, and some that the rainbow
never developed.

The engineer was conscious of the importance

of his task, and did his best to prove his engine as fast as
the load she was pulling.

The track was rough, of course, and

crooked, but it held together, and the trip was duly accomplish
ed".
Prom Mr. Gleed's further description of the celebration
it would seem that drunkenness and fighting were the outstand
ing features of the day.

This small beginning represents all

that was accomplished in actual railway building during the
State's Territorial period.

33.

CHAPTER III.

THE PERIOD OP UNCERTAINTY AND ENCOURAGEMENT. (1860-1875)
Impatience for Actual Railroad Building.
Kansas was admitted into the Union as a State by the aot
29.
of Congress whioh was approved January 29, 1861.
The first
railroad incorporated in the State had been chartered by the
Territorial Legislature of 1855.

Over five years had, there

fore, elapsed and yet up to the time of the admission of Kansas
to statehood, the only tangible results of all of the railway
agitation of this period were represented by the five or six
miles of line built by the Elwood and Marysville Road.

It is

then not at all surprising that the people were beginning to
get a little impatient for actual construction work to begin.
Through their representatives the people of the State had been
lavish, not only in the number of charters- issued, but also in
the powers and privileges granted under these oharters.

Never

theless, little actual railroad building had been accomplished.
Therefore, for the next few years the efforts of the people as
well as those of the State Legislature were directed along lines
intended to encourage and help the railroads toward actual con
struction work.

29j»

See Ref• No. 14»
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Encouragement and Aid by the People*
Railway Conventions*
One of the first important manifestations of interest on
30
the part of the people was the Railroad Convention, which met
at Topeka, Ootober 17, I860* Prior to this time most of the
efforts of the people were made by and in the interest of cer
tain promoters of some town or community, and without any con
sideration for the general public welfare, nor was there any
concerted aotion by the public as a whole.

But in the fall of

1860, E. G. Ross, editor of the "Topeka Record" suggested the
calling of a convention to plan for and devise means of secur
ing a railroad system for the entire territory.

ThiB sugges

tion was strongly seconded by Gov* Jno. A. Martin, editor of
the "Atchison Champion"*

The plan met with the hearty approval

of the people, and accordingly, the following call was prepared
and circulated by Col. C. N* Holliday of Topeka:
Railroad Convention*
A convention will be held at Topeka, Kans. on Wednesday,
the 17th of Ootober, 1860, for the purpose of devising a sys
tem of railroad land grants for the territory, to be petitioned
for at the next session of Congress* A full representation
from all parts of the territory is earnestly solicited. 31

30. Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. IX, Page 467-480,
The Railroad Convention of 1860, by Geo. W. Gliok.
31. The Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. IX, Page 471, gives
the following quotations taken from Preedom1s Champion, Atchison,
August 18, 1860, whioh is interesting in that it discusses in
a patriotio way the object of the convention:
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Over 300 signatures including those of some of the most
prominent men and from all parts of the territory were secured.
The convention met in the Museum Hall in Topeka at 10 oT olook,
A.M. on the day designated.

There were ahout 125 delegates

present representing the counties of Breckenridge, Atchison,
Doniphan, Allen, Jackson, Davis (now Geary), Leavenworth, Lykins,
(now Miami), Morris, Anderson, Clay, Douglass, Coffey, Riley,
Pottawatomie, Osage, Wabaunsee, Jefferson, Wyandotte and Shawnee.
W. Y. Roberts was elected president and the following persons,
vice-presidents:

Chas. Robinson, W.P.M. Army, Judge Medberry,

Thos. Ewing, Jr., A. J. Mead, P. T. Abell and W. A. Ela; while
John A. Martin, J.P. Cummings, and C.P. de Vivaldi were elected

"State Railroad Convention.- We publish this week a call,
numerously signed by the most prominent citizens of all parts
of the territory, for a state railroad convention, to be held
at Topeka, on the 17th day of October next. The object of this
convention is to harmonize, if possible, the diverse and con
flicting interest of different towns and sections, and unite
upon some general plan for railroad grants which shall be urged
upon Congress, and a favorable action had by that body. The
object at least will commend itself to every one who has the
interests of the territory at heart. Whether a plan can be
devised that will be pretty nearly generally satisfactory, the
meeting alone can demonstrate. We think and we certainly
most earnestly hope, that such a plan can be originated so
that by a consolidated effort we may extort those rights from
Congress which will be denied us as long as we continue to neu
tralize the efforts of one another by petty jealousy and unman
ly rivalry. Each section, each town, should go down to the con
vention prepared to sacrifice something for the general good of
the territory. Conciliation, harmony, unity, should be the
motto of those who meet there to determine what may be so preg
nant with either weal or woe to Kansas. We are satisfied that
could the people of Kansas unite upon some general system of
railroad grants, Congress would accede to their demands.-eto#"
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as secretaries.

After thoroughly discussing the matter a com

mittee, consisting of one member from each county present, was
appointed, which presented the following resolution, the adop-

32
tion of which represented the principal work of the convention:

"Resolved that a memorial be presented to Congress asking an
appropriation of public lands to aid in the construction of the
following railroads in Kansas:
First, a railroad from the western boundary of the State
of Missouri, where the Osage Valley and Southern Kansas Hailroad terminates, westward via Emporia, Freemont, and Council
Grove to the Fort Riley Military Reservation;
Seoond, a railroad from the city of Wyandotte (connecting
with the P.G.R. railroad and the Paoific railroad), up the Kan
sas Valley, by way of Lawrence, Leoompton, Teoumseh,.Topeka,
Manhattan, and the Fort Riley Military Reservation, to the wes
tern boundary of the Territory;
Third, a railroad running from Lawrence to the southern
boundary of Kansas, in the direction of Fort Gibson and Galves
ton Bay;
Fourth, a railroad running from Atchison, by way of Topeka, through the Territory, in the direotion of Santa Fe;
Fifth, a railroad from Atchison to the western boundary

32.

Kansas Historical Col. Vol* IX, page 475.
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of Kansas.
A committee of five was appointed to memorialize Congress
in behalf of the railroads as recommended by the convention.
General Stringfellow drafted the memorial for the committee,
which was later presented to Congress. * Senator Pomeroy,
largely by whose efforts the Federal grant was secured, stated
33
that the memorial greatly aided him in securing the grant.
Perhaps it should be said that later history has largely provejl
the wisdom of the location of the lines of railroad as adopted
by this convention.

„

On June 1, 1864, another railroad convention was held at
Paola.

It was a convention of the border tier of oounties

with W. R. Wagstaff as President.

It asked for "a land grant

and appropriations for a rilroad from the Missouri River to
34
the Gulf".
Stock and Bond Issues.
But the efforts of the people to aid and encourage rail
road building did not stop with railroad conventions and the
sending of memorials to Congress asking for land grants for
*

their benefit.

For the people of the State showed a ready

willingness to go down into their own pockets to aid in this
important undertaking by subscribing for the stock issued by

33.
34.

Kansas Historical Col*, Vol. IX, Page 476.
Wilder18 Annals of Kansas, Page 376.
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(1)

the railroads and also "by voting

upon themselves large bond

issues which must later be paid in the form of increased taxes*
This was true not only during the period now under consideration
but also during the following fifteen or twenty years,vor until
about 1895.

However, to insure clearness, it would seem that

all of the aid extended to railroads should be considered at
one time, and henoe the figures herein presented are intended
to cover the entire amount of aid extended to railroads, either
for equipment or construction purposes.
The extent to which bonds were voted for this purpose
is shown by the report of Governor Martin in his message to
the State legislature of 1887, in which he gave the total
local indebtedness of the State for January 1, 1887, to be
35
$19,397,851.00.
Of this amount, the Governor continues,
$12,083,018.00 df bonds had been issued directly in aid of
railroads, while only $7,314,833.00 had been issued for all
other purposes.

The distribution of the indebtedness among

the various local divisions of the State is shown by the fol
lowing table:

Issued in Aid
of Railroads.

County Bonds....................$6,556,400.00
Township Bonds.
3,941,245.00
City Bonds
1,585^373.00
School District Bonds..•••».••..
Total Bonds Issued, Jan. 1, 1887
$12,083,018.00

Issued for Other Purposes.
$2,254,251.00
681,561.00
1,523,611.00
2„855,410*00
$7,314,833.Op

(1) Hot© - Even at the expense of digressing a little from our
outline by presenting facts pertaining to later periods, it
seemed best to give, at this time, a complete statement of all
forms of aid given to the railroads of the state.
35. Public Documents of Kansas, Year 1889-90, Page 9.
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In addition to the amount of bonds that had been issued
up to this time, Governor Martin also states that in the two-,
year period just prior to January 1, 1
887, there had been voted,
but not yet issued, a total of §11,222,000*00 of bonds*

Of

this amount, $11,146,600*00 had been voted directly to aid
railroads and only $75,400*00 voted for all other purposes*
The local divisions, voting this additional indebtedness,
are likewise shown by the following table;
Toted in Aid of
Railroads*'

Voted for all
other purposes*

$5,533,000*00
4,778,600*00
835,000*00

$30,.000*00
13,900.00
31.500*00

total Bonds issued Jan. 1, 1885
to Jan. 1, 1887,
.$11,146,600*00

$75,400*00

County Bonds*•
Township Bonds
City Bonds..*.

Thus, by combining the totals given in these two tables,
it is found that the grand total of the local indebtedness that
had been voted by the people of the state up to January 1, 1887,
reached the enormous aggregate of $30,619,851*00, of which amount
$23,229,618*00 had been voted directly for the purpose of aid
ing railroads, while only $7,390,233*00 had been voted for the
purpose of building bridges, school houses, and public improve
ments of all kinds*

Governor Humphrey in his message states

that on the first day of July, 1890, the municipal indebtedness
of the counties, townships and cities had reached a grand total
of $37,119,977*33, of which amount approximately 80% had been

40*

36
issued for the aid of railroad construction and equipment*
In fact, the people of the state, about this time, were voting
bonds so recklessly for the aid of railroads that it became
a matter of grave concern to several of the Governors and
Legislatures*

The Legislature of 1887 sought to control the

matter and passed a law reduoing the amount of bonds that
could be voted for |^e aid of railroads from $4,000*00 to
$2,000.00 per mile.

Governor Humphrey recommended to

the Legislature of 1891 that still further restrictions
38
should be made.
By some persons any action of this nature
was considered to be unwise because they thought it practioally
meant the abridgement of the powers of a free people.

They

insisted that the matter of bond voting was a voluntary act on
the part of the people voting the same.

But in some instances,

at least, such was not wholly the case.

By holding before the

people the threat that if the specified amount of bonds was not
voted the road would be built to a rival town, the railroad
companies were frequently able to coerce the people into vot
ing the required amount of bonds.

Also characteristic of the

Western enthusiasm and the tendency to overdo, the people of a

36. Public Documents of Kansas, Year 1889-90, Page 9.
37. Kansas Statute Laws, Year 1887, Pages 275-76.
38. Public Documents of Kansas, Year 1889-91, Vol. I, Page 9.
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given town or community, in many instances, were not satisfied
with a single road but were eager to vote the bonds for two or
more roads.

They seemed to forget that there was a pay-day

coming, and therefore, recklessly voted the bonds for this
purpose so that the taxes necessary to care for this indebted
ness later became a serious handicap to their development along
other lines.

Indeed, so burdensome did these local taxes be

come that in some instances there was an attempt at repudia
tion, and it was neoessggy for the Supreme Court of the State
to compel the tax levy.
Encouragement and Aid by the State Legislature.
Speoial Acts.
For the first few years after the admission of the State

39. Public Document of Kansas, Year 1887-88, Vol. I, Pages 11~12>
On this subjeot of municipal indebtedness and the aid of
railroads, Governor Martin in his message to the Legislature of
1889 stated the following: "It is reasonably certain that threefourths of the railway mileage constructed during the past
four years would have been built if not a dollar of municipal
aid had been voted. Sagacious railway builders and managers
understood, perfeotly, what an inviting field Kansas offered to
common carriers, and they would have oooupied this field prompt
ly and systematically as the rapidly increasing commerce of the
state demanded railways for its transportation.•.Kansas long
ago passed the period when the fictitious stimulus of munici
pal bonds was necessary to secure the building of legitimate
railways....And, if the recommendation made to the Legislature
in 1885, touching municipal indebtedness had been favorably
acted upon, Kansas would have had today all the railway lines
necessary or important in transporting her commerce. While,
on the other hand, her municipalities would have been burdened
with fully §16,000,000.00 less of bonded indebtedness".
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into the Union, the Legislative Assemblies granted very few
if any new charters to railroads, but they did seek to aid
and encourage the oonstruotion work in every way possible*
The first legislative assembly of 1861 passed an act which ex
tended the powers and privileges of railroads, while at the
same time, it provided that if the railroads were to receive
the benefit of these extended privileges, they must begin ac
tual construction work within two years.

This act was intended
40
primarily to force the beginning of actual railroad building.
This first session did not incorporate any new roads whatso
ever, which statement is also true of the session of 1863 as
well as that of 1864*

The latter session did, however, amend

the charters of some three or four roads that had been previous
ly chartered, and enoouraged the work of construction by still
farther enlarging their powers and extending their privileges.
The session of 1863 memorialissed the Federal Government by a
joint resolution approved February 11, 1863, which memorial
requested the building of a military wagon road^and line of
telegraph from Fort Leavenworth to Fort Scott.
40.

But the sess-

Statute Laws of Kansas, Year 1861, Page 237.
This act authorized railroads whose charters had not
been forfeited "to hold by grant or otherwise, from any source
whatever, any real or personal estate, and to sell or dispose
of, convey and enoumber all or any part to which such corpor
ations may acquire title, by grant or otherwise, for the pur
pose of securing or aiding the construction of said roads,
and that a period of two years is hereby given all such"com
panies: to commence the aotual construction of their respective
roads".
41. Lawas of Kansas, Year 1863, Page 82.
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ion of 1864 changed this request for a grant for Jge purpose of
constructing a railroad between these two points.

This re

quest was forwarded by the Governor to the Senators and Re
presentatives of the state in Congress, and they were "re
quested to use their earnest endeavors to obtain the aforesaid
grant of land to aid in the construction of said railroad, and
to urge upon Congress immediate action in the premises".

This

session also passed an act which enabled railroad companies,
by comdemnation proceedings and payment of damages, to acquire
title to land needed for right-of-way and for railroad pur43
poses.
The effeot of this aot was to make it impossible for
any private party to block or hinder the construction of any
proposed road by refusing to sell to the railroad company the
required right-of-way through, his property#
The Legislature of 1865, while it followed the example
of the preoeding sessions in that it did not incorporate
any new roads, did pass a very important act which affected
the incorporation and organization of all future railroads.
Prior to this time, each group of promoters who desired to in
corporate a road, found it neoessary to prepare and present
41. Laws of Kansas, Year 1863, Page 82.
42. Laws of Kansas, Year 1864, Pages 152-53i
The revised memorial requested a "grant to the State of
Kansas for the purpose of constructing a railroad from Port
Leavenworth.••to Port Scott, of every alternate section of
land designated by even numbers, for ten sections in width of
each side of said railroad".
43. Laws of Kansas, Year 1864, Pages 236-238.
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to the legislature a special request for a charter.

This in

turn required the passage by the Legislature of a special act
of incorporation.

This process, necessarily, involved consid

erable expense and delay, and frequently resulted in the
showing of no small amount of favoritism.

The plan was also

thought to be the cause of a great deal of politioal corruption.
The passage, therefore, by this session of a general Railroad
44
Incorporation Aot,
greatly facilitated and simplified the
organization and incorporation of railroads, and hence, to
some extent at least, aided in the future extension and devel
opment of the railway system of the state.

This much, at least,

was secured, that in the future no group of incorporators could
obtain special privileges and special powers by obtaining a
speoial charter.

All must now conform to the same requirements,

all of whioh were clearly set forth in the new law.

They must

file a copy of their application with the Secretary of State*
setting forth the required facts, and, if the requirements of
the law were found to have been complied with, the Secretary of
44
State was then authorized to issue the charter.
This general
plan of incorporation of railroads, although amended from time
to time, has been followed up to the present time. It is per
haps worthy of mention, in passing, that the same general plan
was later adopted for the incorporation of industrial companies.
44. Laws of Kansas, Year 1865, Pages 94-106.
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The State Legislative Session of 1865 passed still another
aot which was of far reaching importance in this history of
Kansas railroads.

This was an act approved February 10, 1865f

45

and which was later amended by the legislative session of
46
1866.
The amended aot authorized counties and oities to
issue bonds for the purpose of purchasing stock in railroad
companies which passed near or through their boundaries.

This act

was intended, primarily, as an aid to railway construction.
This same privilege was later extended to the townships by an
47
aot of the Legislature of 1870.
The importance of these
acts has already become apparent from the figures quoted show
ing the extent to which this privilege was indulged in by the
various counties, oities and townships of the state.
Special Grant of State Lands.
The Legislative Session of 1866 passed an aot entitled
"An aot providing for the sale of public lands to aid in the
48
construction of certain railroads".
This act, whioh was ap49
proved and amended by the session of 1869,
provided that
five hundred thousand aores of land whioh had been granted
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
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to the State of Kansas by an act of Congress, approved Sep' tember 4, 1841, should be "set apart to be sold for the bene7o•
48
fit of eaoh of the railroad oompanies hereinafter mentioned:
"To the Northern Kansas Railroad Company to aid in the
construction of a railroad from Elwood, in Doniphan County,
Kansas... to Marysville, in Marshall County, Kansas; also, to
the Kansas and Neosho Valley Railroad Company, to aid in the con
struction of a railway, commencing at or near the mouth of the
Kansas River, in the state of Kansas, opposite the city of
Wyandotte, and running through the counties of Johnson, Miami,
linn and Bourbon, in the direction of the southern boundary of
the state.also, to the Union Pacific Railway, southern
branch, for the construction of a railroad, commencing at or
near Port Riley and running along the valley of the Neosho Riv
er:....also, to the Leavenworth, Lawrenoe, and Port Gibson
Railroad Company".
Thus, it is found that not only the efforts of the peo
ple, but also those of the State Legislatures of this periods
were intended, primarily, to aid and encourage railway build
ing in the state.
Encouragement and Aid by the Federal Government.
The Federal Government likewise passed certain acts
which were intended for this same purpose.

These acts largely

47*

took the form of grants of land to the State of Kansas to be
held by the state in trust for the benefit of certain roads#
As soon as the railroads had complied with the conditions spec
ified in the Federal grant, the land was then to be turned over
to the railway companies.

In some instances aid was given in

the form of an issue of United States bonds direct to the rail
roads.

In other instances the Federal Government extended its

aid by guaranteeing the bonds issued by the railroad companies
themselves.

hand Grants*
By an act of Congress, approved July 1, 1862, the Union
Pacific Railroad Company was chartered with power to build and
operate a railroad and telegraph line "from a point on the
100th meridian of longitude west from Greenwich" between the
valleys of the Republican and Platte rivers, in the Territory
of Nebraska to the western boundary of Nevada Territory".
The act provided for a grant of the right-of-way, 200 feet in
width over the public domain and also for "every alternate
section of public land, designated by odd numbers, to the
amount of five alternate sections per mile on eaoh side of said
railroad".

This act further provided "that the Leavenworth,

Pawnee and Western Railroad Company" was authorized to build
and operate a railroad and telegraph line, "from the Missouri
River, at the mouth of the Kansas River, on the south side

48.

thereof, so as to connect with the Pacific Railroad of Missouri,
to the aforesaid point on the 100th meridian
50
same terms and conditions in all respects."

upon the

By an act, approved March 3, 1863, Congress made a grant
to the State of Kansas, for the benefit of two proposed roads,
of every alternate section of land for ten seotions in width
on each side of said roads and their branches.
for the benefit:

This grant was

"first, of a railroad and telegraph from the

city of Leavenworth by the way of the town of Lawrence, and
via the Ohio City crossing of the Osage Hiver, to the southern
line of the state, in the direction of Galveston Bay in Texas,
with a branch from Lawrence by the valley of the Wakarusa River
to the point on the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Pe Railroad where
said road intersects the Neosho River; second, of a railroad
from the city of Atchison, via Topeka, the capital of said
state, to the western line of the state, in the direotion of
Port Union and Santa Pe, New Mexioo, with a branch from where
this last named road orosses the Neosho, down said Neosho
valley to a point where s6id first named road enters said
51
Neosho valley".
This act also contained a provision intended
to stimulate prompt action on the part of these companies in
the matter of construction, in that it provided that if either
50.
51.

U.S. Statutes at Large, Vol. XII, Page 489.-98.
U.S. Statutes at Large, Vol. XIII, Page 339.
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of the roads or any part thereof were not completed within ten
years from the date of this aot, that all lands not claimed
under the provisions of the aot up to that time should revert
to the United States.
By a similar act approved July 1, 1864, Congress made
another grant of alternate sections of land, ten seotions in
width on each side of the right of way, of a railroad to "be
built "from Emporia, via Council Grove, to a point near Fort
Riley, on the branch of the Union Pacific Railroad".

This

aot also provided that the route of the first of the two pro
posed roads in the aot of March 3, 1863 should be "so changed
as to run from Lawrence to Emporia", and also that the line
running south in the direction of Galveston Bay should run via
Baldwin City.
By an act, approved July 23, 1866, Congress made a grant
of land to the State of Kansas of ten sections in width on
each side of the right of way, for the benefit of the St.
Joseph and Denver City Railroad to be built "from Elwood,
in Kansas, westwardly, via Marysville, in the same state, so
as to effect a junction with the Union Pacific Railroad, or
any branch thereof not farther west than the 100th meridian of
53
west longitude".
On July 25, 1866, an aot was approved whereby Congress
made another grant of land ten sections per mile on each side
of a rgiiroad bo be built "from the eastern terminus of the
52. U.S. Statutes at Large, Tol. HI, Page 772.
53. U.S. Statutes at Large, Tol. KIT, Page 210.

Union Pacific Railroad, eastern division, at or near the mouth
of the Kansas River, on the south side thereof southwardly,
54
through the eastern tier of counties in Kansas*#
Congress passed still one more act, approved July 26,
1866, for the purpose of aiding in the .construction of railroads
as follows:

*Be it enacted

That for the purpose of aiding

the Union Pacific Railway Company, southern "branch

to

construct and operate a railroad from Port Riley, Kansas
thence down the valley of the Reosho River to the southern
line of the State of Kansas,#.#..there is hereby granted to
the State of Kansas, for the use and "benefit of said railroad
company every alternate seotion of land or parts thereof des
ignated "by odd numbers to the extent of five alternate sec
tions per mile on each side of said road not exceeding in all
55
ten sections per mile#*
Poor's Manual of Railroads for 1873 gives the acreage of
these land grants to the principal railroads in the state as
follows:
Leavenworth, Lawrence & Galveston......... 800,000 acres.^
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Pe.••
##...3,000,000
*
Union Pacific-Southern branch
500,000
*
St. Joseph & e
Dnver City##.##.
#1,700,000
*
Kansas and Reosho Valley, now known as the
>
Missouri River, Port Scott & Gulf Railroad
j
2,350,000
* /
Union Pacific-Leavenworth Branch, now the
''
Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railroad,
1,520,000
Union Pacific-Central Branch#
245,166
*
Kansas Pacific#........,.......
6,000,000
*
;!

Total.

........#16,115,166 acres.

54. U.S. Statutes at Large, Vol. XIV, Page 236.
55. U.S. Statutes at Large, Vol.XIV, Pages 289-90.

•« «,*
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These grants, together with the 500,000 acres already
mentioned which the Kansas legislature of 1866 gave to cer
tain railroads, "brings the total of the land

granted "by Con

gress in aid of Kansas railroads up to 16,615,166 acres.
While the grants to the Kansas roads were not as large as those
to oertain railways in other sections of the country, yet, as
shown above, they were indeed liberal and greatly aided and
stimulated the railway building in the state.
However, it should perhaps be said that not all of the
lands originally granted to railroads were finally patented
by the various roads reoeiving the same, for it appears that
the State Legislature of 1883 authorized the state agent,
Samuel G. Crawford, to make investigation and secure the
return to the state of all lands illegally held by the rail
roads, beoause of their failure to fulfill the conditions
specified in the granting aot. In his report to the Governor
in 1890, Col. Crawford stated that in compliance with this
duty he had secured the return of large tracts from different
roads, the largest being 833^900 acres reoovered from the
56
Atchison, Topeka & Santa He.
Land Purchases*
In addition to the grants received, some of the railroads
v

were enabled to purchase large tracts of Indian lands at low
figures, and which were later sold at handsome profits.

The

Atchison and Pike's Peak Hailroad purchased 24,000 acres of
56. Crawford's Kansas in the Sixties, Chapter XXTII. Also,
Blaokmar's Kansas History, Subject of Railroads, Page 535.
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the Kickapoo lands at $1*25 per aore.

The Leavenworth, Law

rence, and Galveston Company bought 8,000,000 aores from the
Osage Indians, while the Leavenworth, Lawrenoe and Galveston
57
road bought the "Cherokee Neutral Lands".
Subsidy Bonds*
In addition to the aid given the railways of the state
in the form of land grants, as shown by the aots above men
tioned, the Federal Government also granted subsidies to',j
oertain roads in the form of Government bonds.

The lot of

Congress by which the Union Pacific Railroad was ohartered
provided for an issue of bonds of the United States to the
amount of $16,000.00 per mile upon the completion and equip
ment of eaoh forty miles of said railroad.

These bonds were

to be issued in the denominations of $1,000*00 each, payable '
in thirty years after date and bearing interest at the rate
57-A
of 6$ per annum.
According to the original act, these
bonds were made first mortgage lien on the road and its equip
ment.

But, in order to further aid the road by increasing its

borrowing powers and thus enable it to secure additional funds
needed for construction, the Government by a later act changed
its lien to that of seoond mortgage.

In order to still further

stimulate immediate construction, the act also provided that
57* Blaokmar's Kansas History, Subject of Railroads, Page 535.
57-A. U.S. Statutes at Large, Vol. XII, pages 489-498.

the road must b© completed by July 1, 1876 and, if not, that
the entire road together with all rolling stock, furniture and
fixtures, machine shops, lands and property of every kind
should be forfeited to the United States*
This subsidy of §16,000.00 per mile which was received
by the Leavenworth, Pawnee & Western Railroad Company (later
known as the Kansas Pacific and now a part of the Union Paoif58
io), amounted to a total of §6,304,000.00, while the Central
Branoh of the Union Pacific Railway Company (Kansas Division,
now a part of the Missouri Pacifio system) received a total of
59
United States Government bonds to the amount of §1,600,000.00.
Summary of Aid Granted.
R. C. Bradshaw in his handbook on the Railroads of Kan
sas, gives a rather interesting summary of all of the differ
ent forms of aid that had been given up to 1890 to the various
railroads of Kansas, as well as a statement of the mileage
and equipment that these different roads had in turn furnished
the people of the state.
The items in the debit column of Mr. Bradshaw* s table
represent the value of all the aid given the various railroads
in the form of land grants, United States, county and munici
pal bonds, etc., while the items in the credit column repre
sent the cost of the railway mileage and equipment that these
60
roads have furnished in return to the public.
58. Pirst Report of Board of Railway Commissioners of
59. Pirst Report of Board of Railway Commissioners of
Page 172. (1883)
60. The Peoples Railroad Handbook, by R. C. Bradshaw,
Pound in the Kansas Historical Library at Topeka,

Kansas, Page
Kansas,
in 1891, Page
Kansas.

Railroads in Kansas.
Aid Given and Value of Mileage and Equipment.
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By R. C. Bradshaw (See Ref. Ho. 60)

Name of Company
(Includes Branches)

Item

Debit

Credit

Atchison Topeka & Santa Fe To land grant 3,069,172 #15,345,860
acres.
7,290,400
To Co. & Municipal bonds
By 2684 miles of road
#26,998,939
built in Kansas
By equipment apportioned
to Kansas
6,210,760
St. Louis & San Franoisoo To Co. & Municipal bonds
1,497,100
rt
i» n
r?
By 433 miles of road
built in Kansas
4,251,153
ft tt
By equipment apportioned
to Kansas
834,410
Union Paoifio
To land grant 3,941,670
acres
19,708,305
tt
To U# S. bonds & inter-_
9,519,122
est
it
it
To Co. & munioipal bonds 2 f493,100
St. Joseph & Grand Island To land grant 462,573
3,700,584'
acres
it
it
it
1,420,000
To Co. & Munioipal bonds
By 1,304 miles of road
Union Paoifio
13,082,306
in Kansas
it
it
By equipment apportioned
. . . . . . . . . . 1,771,300
to Kansas
6,089,450
To
Co.
&
munioipal
bonds
Missouri Paoifio
To U. S. Bonds & Interest 3#377,343
(Central Branch)
it
tt
To land grant 245,000
acres
2,450,000
Missouri Paoifio
By 2209 miles of road
in Kansas
21,105,527
it
By equipment apportioned
to Kansas
2,609,170
Mo. Kan. & Texas
To land grant 1,043,889
acres
6,263,334
To Co. & municipal bonds
ls 623,000
By 877 miles of road in
Kansas
3,443,767
tt
it
it
By equipment apportioned
to Kansas
413,240
•Kansas City, Ft. Soott &
Memphis
To land grant 89,672
acres
896,720
it
tt
it
584,000
To Co. & municipal bonds
it
w
it
By 280 miles of road
3,251,570
built in Kansas
it
tt
it
By equipment apportioned
1,487,564
to Kansas

.........
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Railroads in Kansas (Gont.)
Chicago, Rook Island
& Pacific
»t
it
it

Co. & Municipal bonds
1059 miles of road
Kansas
equipment apportioned
Kansas

3,565,400

To Co. & Municipal bonds
By 259 miles of road in
Kansas
it
it
By equipment apportioned
to Kansas
K.G. Wyandotte & N.W. To Co. & Municipal bonds
»*
ti
it tt
By 179 miles of road in
Kansas
it
it it
By equipment apportioned
to Kansas
Hutchinson & Southern To Co. & Municipal bonds
it
it
it
By 82 miles of road in
Kansas
it
ft
By equipment apportioned
to Kansas
Dodge City & Mt. Trin. To Co. & Municipal bonds
ft
ft
t!
ft
By 26 miles of road in
Kansas

506,000

w

To
By
in
By
to

it

Chicago, Burlington
& Quincy
it
it

Balance<

11,251,878
1,798,580

2,429,630

.........

283,000

236,900
1,757,371

.........

No report

528,240
691,424

.........

No report

37,200
221.892

. 17,800,234

MI:IiD yrT04T412,997
"Prom the above", continues Mr. Bradshaw, "it will be
observed that the people have given the railroads in Kansas
§86,612,763.00 of the §104,412,979.00 required to reproduce,
build and equip the 8900 miles of road now in the state". He
..-u\ Jr
^ further states instead of the railway owners'furnishing the
•

/
\
#

remaining §17,800,234.00 of the cost of these roads this amount
in turn was borrowed; that as soon as forty or fifty miles

56.

of road was completed, this section of road wqs mortgaged for a
sufficient sum to "build an additional twenty to fifty miles and
so on until the road was completed; and that, as a result of this
process, by the time the road was completed, the managers usually
had succeeded in capitalizing both the road and its equipment for
about four times the actual cost.

Whether or not these figures

are correct or represent the real situation in any fair degree,
this muoh, at least, can be said; that the people of the state,
the State Legislature, and the Federal Government were all giv
ing aid and stimulating railway construction in every possible
way.

That the sacrifices involved in giving this aid and in build

ing these roads have been very heavy cannot be doubted, yet the
gains to the settlers and to the country at large have been
muoh beyond all computation*
The Outcome of This Aid and Stimulation upon Railway Building.
Having investigated the amount of aid and other assis
tance given to the railroads of the state, the next natural
inquiry is concerning the extent to which these efforts have
resulted in actual railway building.

An account of the open

ing of the first railway in the state, the Elwood and Marys60-a
ville road, has already been given.
This opening was on
April 23, 1860.
60-a.

When the amount of encouragement and aid that

See Pages 32-33.

57.

had "been given the railways is considered, it seems that rail
way construction should have gone forward "by leaps and bounds.
Ho doubt, this is what would have happened had it not been
for the occurrence of certain events or causes whioh tended to
retard railway construction.
Railway Construction Retarded.
Outbreak of the Civil War.
One of the most important of these causes was the out
break of the Civil War whioh largely absorbed the attention
of the people for the next four or five years.

While this

struggle was in progress all other matters were of secondary
importance.

This was particularly true in Kansas where so

much bitterness had been manifested in the earlier attempts to
settle the question whether the state was to be admitted into
the Union as a free or slave state.
In this connection, it should be remembered that Con»gress had left the matter of slavery within the Territory to
be settled by a direct vote of the people themselves.

Hence,

luring the Civil War, it was but natural that railroad build
ing, important as it was, should be entirely forgotten or at
least suspended.
The Drouth of I860.
Then, too, the year 1860 was remarkable for an unpreced
ented drouth which occasioned what is frequently called the

"Kansas Famine".

According to the account given by Mr. Holloway
61
in his History of Kansas,
not a shower fell at any one time

from June 14, 1859 to November, 1860, sufficient to wet the
ground two inches deep.

Mr. Geo. W. Gliolc in an artiole writ

ten for the Kansas Historical Society, says that "during the
fall and winter of 1859-60, but little rain fell.

There' were

one or two heavy snows that did much toward putting the ground
in good tilth for farming on lands that had already been tilled.
The Spring of 1860 was dry, with no rain, except a shower on
62
the 4th of July, at Atchison and vicinity".
Consequently,
the orops of the Territory were almost a complete failure,
while the creeks and sources of water supply ran dry.

Had

Congress settled the matter of slavery in the territory by
its own vote, instead of throwing this responsibility upon the
people themselves, the settlers would have been better pre
pared to withstand the effects of the drouth.

As it was, they

had been engaged in a fierce border warfare and in attending
slavery and anti-slavery conventions rather than in oaring for
61. Holloway*s History of Kansas..Also Kansas Historical Col
lections , Vol. IX, Page 481.
62. Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. IX, Page 482.
"A meeting was called at Lawrence, for Nov. 14, 1860,
whioh was well attended to oonsider ways and means to care
for those who .might need assistance ana support during the
coming winter". Hon. Marcus J. Parrott, who was at that time
our delegate in Congress wrote a pathetio and patriotic appeal
depicting the suffering of the people and asking for aid.

59*

their crops*

Hence, the disastrous effect was greatly increased.
61
As a result, over 30,000
settlers left the territory, return

ing to their friends in the East, and oarrying tales of disaster,
while as many more would have gone had they "been able to leave
63
the territory.
Consequently rumors of the starving conditions
of the people reached the East.

Thadyus Hyatt of Hew York,

learning of the situation, came to Kansas, made a personal in
vestigation of conditions, and, upon returning home, petitioned
the President for assistance in behalf of destitute Kansas.

He

also published and distributed about 5000 pamphlets, containing
his statistics and faots, with an appeal for aid to relieve the
63
sufferers*
While the response was generous and greatly re
duced the suffering of the people, yet the evil effects upon
the territory were far-reaching, for Kansas was regarded as
subject to drouth and famine for a number of years.
The material development of the state, therefore, was
greatly hampered for some time, and it is not at all surpris
ing that railway building was practically at a standstill until
after the close of the Civil War,

Hence, the state contained
64.
only 40 miles of road at the olose of the year 1865.

63* Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. IX, Page 483.
64. Poor's Manual of Railways, Vol. for years 1871-73. Table,
Pages 33-33.

60*

Renewal of Railway Building.
The Homestead Aot*
After the war, however, interest was again soon revived*
One of the oauses leading to this early revival of the work
65
was the passage of the Homestead Aot in 1862.
This aot, pro
vided that any oitizen of the United States, who was the head
of a family, might take up a quarter section of unappropriated
public land and receive title thereto by proving residence of
five years*

It also provided that Union soldiers should be

allowed to deduct from the five-year residence period, the time
of their army service*
Attracted by this offer of a free home, immigration into
the country was greatly stimulated and settlers began pouring
into the west and northwest at an unprecedented rate*

The

disbanding of the army also had a similar effect, since many
of the soldiers could not go back to the positions they had
held prior to the war, as these places had already been filled
by other persons*

They must now seek some new field of en

deavor and naturally took advantage of the special opportunity
offered to them under the Homestead Aot.

Thus, soon after the

65* C oman Industrial History of U. S., Pages 294-97*
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olose of the Civil War, settlers began arriving in Kansas and
other sections of the west in large numbers and their coming
very naturally greatly increased the interest in and the de
mand for added transportation facilities*

It was estimated

that in the five years following the olose of the Civil War
75,000 old soldiers alone came to Kansas, besides many other
66
settlers*
Many of these soldiers had been civil engineers
in the army, and, as skilled artisans, their work on the rail
ways greatly aided the work of construction*
Change of Government Policy.
It is also to be remembered that a new stimulus had been
given to railway building by the Government's change of attitude
in 1862, and the inauguration of her liberal land grant policy
for the aid of railroads.

The details of the government aid

have already been considered but it is mentioned again at this
time, as one of the stimulating .causes for the eariy revival of
railroad building after the olose of the Civil War.

The revival

of building began almost with the ceasing of hostilities, as
shown by Governor Crawford in his message to the State Legis
lature of 1867.

66. Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. HI, Pa
ge 16.
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Summary of Railroad Building from 1865 to 1873#
Governor Crawford stated in this message that the eastern
division of the Union Paoifio Railroad

Wwas

completed from

Wyandotte to Lawrence in 1864, a distance of 40 miles; from
Lawrenoe to Topeta in 1867, a distance of 27 miles; and during
the year of 1866, from Topeka westward nearly 100 miles, and
grading mostly completed for fifty or sixty miles farther;
also, the branch road from Leavenworth to Lawrenoe, a distance
of 33 miles, making for the year 1866, about 133 miles of road
67
or one-half mile for each working day".
He also stated that
there was at that time a total of about 300 miles of railroad
in operation in the state.
Prom this time on until the financial panic of 1873,
railway construction within the state was pushed very rapidly.
Governor Harvey in his message to the Legislative Session of
1869 stated that there was at that time over 600 miles of rail
road in operation in the state; that "the Union Pacific, Eastern
Division, has completed and in operation, 405 miles running west
ward from Wyandotte and Leavenworth to Sheridan, near the wes
tern boundary of the state"; that "the Central Branch, Union
Pacific Railway, has completed and in operation 100 miles from
the city of Atchison to Waterville in Marshall County"; that
"the Missouri River road has been completed some 25;miles, from

67. Public Documents of Kansas, 7ol. for Year 1867..Governor*s
Message..Subject, Railroads.

63

Wyandotte or the State Line, to Leavenworth City"; that "the
Leavenworth, Lawrence, and Galveston Road is completed and in
operation to Ottawa, in Franklin County and is in process of
construction from Ottawa to Garnett"; that "the Missouri River,
Fort Scott and Gulf Railroad has "been put in operation for a
distance of a"bout 30 miles, and the work of construction
is "being prosecuted "between Olathe and Paola"; that the St.
Joseph and Denver City Railroad Company have completed and put
into operation that portion of their road running from Elwood
to Troy, in Doniphan County, a distanoe of some 15 miles,
and that arrangements are being made for further prosecution '
of the work"; that "the Union Pacific Railway, Southern
Branch, is in the process of construction from Junction
City to Council Grove, and under contract to the southern
boundary of the State"; that "the Atchison, Topeka, and San
ta Fe Railroad is also under contract, and is in process of
construction between Topeka and Burlingame"; and that "the
Atchison and Nebraska City Railroad has been placed under

68
contract from Atchison to White Cloud, in Doniphan County".
Besides these roads which were described as being completed
or in the process of construction, Governor Harvey named a
number of other roads whioh he stated it was hoped would
68
soon be "placed in prooess of construction".
In his mes
sage to the Legislature of 1870 the Governor stated that the
68* Public Documents of Kansas, Yol. for year 1869, page 11.

64.

work of railway building was being pushed so rapidly that it
was not possible to approximate the aotual number of miles
then in operation in the state, but that there must be at
69
least 900 miles*
In fact, the work was carried forward
so rapidly that by the olose of the year 1872, there was in
operation, according to Poor's Railway Manual for 1872,
70
2063 miles*
Railway Building Again Retarded.
Financial Panic of 1873.
As previously stated, however, the work of railway build
ing was again temporarily interrupted by the panic of 1873.
In fact, one of the large contributory causes of this panic
was the over-investment in railway securities, which aggregated,
during the ten years following the chartering of the Union
70-a
Pacific, more than one billion dollars.
Many of the rail
roads of the country had been developed much beyond the de
mands of commerce and hence were not able to meet the interest
on their bonded debt, much less their payments on the princi
pal.

Many of them, therefore, together with thousands of

other firms and corporations, were thrown into bankruptcy.
It was estimated that the total number of failures of the ooun69. Public Documents of Kansas, Vol. for Year 1870* Page 15.
70. Poor's Manual of Railways, Vol. for Year 1870, Page 5.
70-a. Coman's Industrial History of the United States, Page 302.

65.

try at large during the oourse of this panic aggregated more
than 47,000, with a money loss of over $1,200,000,000.00,
while some three million workmen were thrown out of employ70-b
ment.
Railway "building throughout the country was, there
fore, given a decided check until sufficient time had ©lapsed
for the country to recuperate.
Visit of Loousts.
It is also to be remembered that Kansas was ravaged by
a visit of the locusts during the years 1874-75, and it was
feared for a time that the entire orop of 1875 would be des
troyed.. Th is failure of crops naturally increased the dis
tress within the state and interfered for the time all the
more with railroad building.

As a result, very little con

struction work was accomplished from 1873 to the close of the
year 1875.
Railway Mileage in Kansas at the Close of
" the Year 1875.
Poor*s Manual gives a table which shows that during the
year 1873, only 50 miles additional railroad were built.
This same table shows that during the year 1875 no new road

70-b.

Coman's Industrial History of the United States, Pages
303-304.

66.

whatever was added, or, in other words, that the total rail
way mileage of the state at the close of the year 1875 was

71-72
the same as at the olose of the year 1874; namely, 2150 miles.

71. Poor's Manual of Railways, Vol. for year 1880, page 5.
72. Publio Documents of Kansas, Year 1873.
Governor Osborn in his message to the Legislature of
1873 made the following statement oonoerning the railway sit
uation in the state:
"Kansas has more miles of railroads than either of the
twenty-six states named below;'Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont,
Massachusetts. Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Delaware,
Maryland, West Virginia, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Virginia, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi,
Louisiana, Texas, Kentucky, Tetnnessee, Arkansas, California,
Oregon,and Nevada".
He also further stated that "of all the southern states
which opposed the admission of Kansas into the Union, only one,
Georgia, exceeds us by only 69 miles, and that she will not
lead us many weeks longer".

CHAPTER IT
THE PERIOD OP RAPID BUILDUP AND DEVELOPMENT. (1875-1890)
Confidence Restored and Railroad Building Renewed.
The check in railway construction and development, caused
"by the panic of 1873 and the visit of the locusts or grasshop
pers, was of Bhort duration.

The enthusiasm of the people for

transportation facilities and their confidence in the state's
future was soon restored, so that during the next fifteen
years or until about 1890, the railway development of the
state has scarcely known a parallel.

Before the olose of

the year 1876, confidence had been restored to such an ex
tent that by the end of the year, 88 miles of new road had
73
been put into operation;
while, during the year 1879,
73
676 miles of new road were constructed,
which was the larg
est mileage that had been built during any one year thus far
In the state's history.
The Railway Situation in 1880 - Development from
1880 to 1885.
The names of the different railway companies together
with the number of miles of track which each had in operation

73. Table in Poor's Manual of Railroads, Vol. for year 1880,
page 5.

in the state on January 1, 1680, Js shown "by the following
74
table:
STATEMENT OP RAILROAD IN KANSAS IN OPERATION JAN. 1, 18
80.
Name of Company.

No. of Miles of Road in
Operation.

Atohison and Nebraska
*
38.26
Atohison, Topeka & Santa Pe.••».
.470.38
Plorenoe, ElDorado and Walnut Valley.....
29.32
Port Leavenworth (Chicago & Rock Island)..
2.50
Port Soott, Southern & Memphis
15.23
Joplin
17.93
Junction City and Port Kearney.
70.00
Kansas Central.•
.119.00
Kansas City, Burlington & Santa Pe......
42.50
Kansas City & Santa Pe (Leavenworth, Lawrence & Galveston).. 63.70
Kansas City, Topeka and Western.
66.32
Kansas Pacific
• ••
.1*478.78
Lawrence and Southwestern.
31.00
Leavenworth, Atchison and Northwestern.21.50
Missouri, Kansas and Texas....
...255.09
Missouri River (Missouri Pacifio)
25.25
Missouri and Western.
.104.90
Pleasant Eill & D© Soto
23.06
St. Joseph and Western
•..141.00
Southern Kansas (Lawrence, Leavenworth & Galveston)
...» 56.00
Union Pacifio (Central Branch)...........
.100.00
Wichita and Southwestern ( A.T. & Santa Pe)................. 27.28
Atchison, Colorado and Pacifio.
226.00
Conley, Sumner, and Port Smith (A.T. & S. Pe)...
67.60
Elk and Chautauqua ( A.T. & S. Pe)•«*••
12.40
Iowa, Southern and Missouri Northern (C.R.I. & .
P)
2.17
Kansas City, Port Scott and Gulf...............
.157.70
Kansas City, Lawrence and Southern.........
.184.74
Marion and MoPherson (A.T. & S. Pe)•••••••
47.30
Marysville and Blue Valley.....
13.00
Memphis, Kansas and Colorado...
32.00
Salina and Southwestern...
36.00
Sftort Creek and Joplin
9,45
St. Louis, Kansas and Arizona (Missouri Pacific)
57.00
Solomon River
57.30
TOTAL MILEAGE IN KANSAS, JANUARY. 1, 1880

3101.66

74. Poor's Manual of Railroads, Vol. for year 1880, page 933.

As shown by this table, on January 1, 1880, there were
35 different companies operating in the state, having a total
of 3101*66 miles of road*

By the end of the year, this mileage
75
had increased to 3438 miles,
while, by May 19, 1881, Mr.
76
Wilder in his "Annals of Kansas" says
that the state then had
3478.36 miles, and that of the 80 organized counties in the
state, 67 were supplied with railroads.

For the next three or

four years or up until the close of the year 1885, railroad
building proceeded at what might be termed a normal rate with
from 100 to 150 miles of construction each year.
Three Years of Extraordinary Railway Activity.
The three years following, however, 1886-87-88, were
especially remarkable in that during these years more railway
mileage was completed than during'any similar period in all the
state*s history.

In order to show what was accomplished dur

ing this remarkable period, it seems best to trace the annual
development for the two or three years just preceding this per
iod.

According to the Annual Report of the Board of Railway

Commissioners, there was at the close of the year 1884, a total
of 4038 miles of main track in operation in the state, during

75. Poor's Railway Manual, Year 1881, page 726.
76* Wilder*s Annals of Kansas, Page 951.

whioh year, 153 miles of new road had been added; by the close
of 1885 this mileage had been increased to 4168 miles, with a
net amount added during the year of 130 miles; but by the close
of 1886, the state's mileage had increased to 4703 miles, show
ing that 607 miles had been built during this year; and that
the end of the following year, 1887, the mileage totaled
6548*99 miles, making an increase of 1845*13 miles for the
77
year*
By way of summary, this report says: "This, of course,
is an extraordinary record.

In railroad building the past two

years, Kansas has led every other state or territory".
tinuing further, the report reads:

Con

"We doubt whether in the

whole history of railroad building in this country a parallel
in rapidity of extension of her system of railroads can be

78
found in any other state to the example now furnished by Kansas.
Governor Martin in his message to the Legislature at the
beginning of the year 1887 stated: "Today all except fourteen
\

of our one hundred counties are traversed by one or more lines
of railway, and within six months at least seven additional
79
counties will he provided with railway facilities"*
Thus,
the year 1887 was the banner year of the state's history so far
as railway building is concerned*
While construction work did not continue as rapidly dur-

77. Kansas Hallway Commissioners Report, Year 1887, Pages 5 and 6*
76. Kansas Railway Commissioners Report, Year 1887, Pages 6 and 7.
79. Public Documents of Kansas, Years 1885-86, Page 51.

ing the year 1888 as it had during the two previous years, yet
the Railroad Commissioners* report for this year showed an
increase of 545.15 miles whioh brought the total mileage of
80
the state by December 31st, of that year, to 8799.16 miles.
Continuing, this report states:

"It will thus be seen that

the operated mileage of railroads in this state lacks but the
fraotion of one mile of being 8800 miles.

Within three years,

80

the railroad mileage of Kansas has been more than doubled*.
*

Certainly this is a remarkable showing for the three
years just covered in the development of Kansas railways.
Ihe Railway Situation in Kansas at the Close of
the Year 1888.
Kansas Mileage Compared with the Mileage of Other States.
A clear understanding of the true railway situation in
Kansas at this time cannot be gained, however, simply by noting
the rapidity of the building and development nor by observing
the total number of miles in operation.

A better idea oan be

had by comparing the total mileage in Kansas with that in
other sections of the country.

Such a comparison shows that

only one state, Illinois, of all the states and territories in
80.

Kansas Railway Commissioners' Report, Year 1888, Pages 3-4.

the Union, had a greater mileage of railroads in operation than
81-a
did Kansas.
.Mileage per Capita in Kansas Compared with the Per Capita
Mileage of Other States.
A still better showing is made when the per oapita mile
age of Kansas is compared with that of other sections of the
country, for on this basis Kansas was shown to be better
equipped with railroads than any state in the Union or country
81-b
in the world.
81. Kansas Railway Commissioners1 Report, Year 1888, Page 4.
(a) "One Year ago, the amount of Railway mileage in Kan
sas was exceeded only by that existing in three other states,
viz: Illinois, Iowa and Texas. It is safe to say that it is
now exceeded by the amount existing in one only. During the
past fiscal year railroad construction has been much more ac
tive in Kansas than in either Iowa or Texas, and while we do
not possess the data for an exact statement, we deem it quite
safe to assert that the mileage of Kansas exceeds that of
either Iowa or Texas by at least two hundred miles, and is
inferior to that existing in the state of Illinois alone of
all the states".
(b) "Compared to population, Kansas is the beet equipped
with railroads of any state in the Union, or any country in the
world. For every one thousand of her population, Kansas has
five and one-half miles of railroad. Missouri, a state well
supplied with railroads, has two and three-tenths miles to
each one thousand of her population. An approximate estimate
would give the general average of mileage to population in the
western group of states as two and one-half miles to each one
thousand of population, and in the Middle and Eastern states
not to exceed one and one-half miles to each one thousand. It
will thus be seen how greatly this state exceeds in railroad
mileage the average ratios between mileage and population in
other portions of the country".

The Effeot of this Exceptional Railway Activity upon the
General Prosperity of the State.
This exceptional railway building activity had a very
marked effeot upon the general prosperity of the state.
The disbursement of millions of dollars by the various rail
road companies, served to stimulate business aotivity and
otherwise to relieve the finanoial depression occasioned by
the unfavorable agricultural conditions.

Immigration was

t

,

* stimu lated, new seotions were brought into cultivation, and new
industries were developed, while real estate values throughout
the state were materially advanced.

The state, therefore, en

tered a period of prosperity and development much earlier than
would have been possible except for this rapid building and
81-o
extension of the railway net.
81# Kansas Railway Commissioners Report, Year 1887, Pages 6-7.
(o) "The immediate effeot upon the prosperity of the
state of the employment of an army of men in the work of con
struction, and the disbursement of the many millions of dol
lars which this has occasioned, has been marked. The low
prices for almost all classes of agricultural products, to
gether with the unfavorable seasons the past three years,
and the depressed state of agrioulture, would, but for the
extraordinary stimulus and support to business afforded by
the distribution of immense sums of money to pay for railroad
construction in the state, have depressed real estate values
both in towns and country, and have brought widespread bank
ruptcy to commercial business. Instead, however, the past
two years have seen Kansas expand and grow beyond all prec
edent. Real estate values have in all parts of the state
rapidly advanced, improvements in cities and towns have been
the most substantial, character, and on every hand signs of

Railway Consolidation and Reorganization#
The period now under consideration was not only one of
very rapid development and extension of railways, "but was also
a period of consolidation and reorganization.

This fact is

"best shown by noting the number and mileage of the different
roads represented in the state in 1880 and again in 1888.
82
By referring to the table taken from Poor's Manual
for the former year and again to the one given below, as taken

accumulating wealth and enduring prosperity are visible".
Continuing, this report adds, "Besides the vast exten
sions of railroads in every direction within the state, a
work of direct importance and interest to the people of Kan
sas, carried on by parent home corporations, is rapidly
progressing beyond our boundaries: Railway systems, having
their center, as it were, in Kansas, are extending their arms
into adjacent and even remote states and territories.....into
the South to the Gulf, into the vast regions of the southwest,
into Colorado, and beyond. The accomplishment of these great
enterprises cannot but result in immense benefit to the people
of Kansas. It will lead to a more profitable interchange of
productions between remote regions, stimulate manufacturing
and a more varied system of industry, and promote trade and
commerce. This, to a central region like Kansas, remote from
the great eastern markets, is of prime importance".
82. See Reference Bo. 74, Page 70.

75.

83
from the State Railway Commissioners' report for the later date,
it is seen that there were thirty-five different railroad
companies operating in Kansas in 1880, while at the later
date there were only fourteen.

Thus, coincident with rapid

ity of construction and development there was also a move
ment of reorganization and consolidation.

This fact is all

the more emphasized by remembering that during this same per
iod the total mileage of the state had increased from 3101.66
miles in 1880 to 8799.16 miles in 1888.
83. Kansas Railway Commissioners' Report, Year 1888, Pages 3-4.
RAILROADS IK KANSAS, DEC. 31, 1888.
ROADS.

No. Miles
Built in 1888

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Pe
40.26
Burlington and Missouri River.
38.74
Chicago, Kansas and Nebraska
134.70
Dodge City, Montezuma and Trinidad
51.00
Kansas City, Port Scott & Memphis.........
Kansas City, Wyandotte & Northwestern..... 25.00
Kansas City, Clinton and Springfield
Kansas City and Pacific.......
32.00
Missouri Pacific
82.00
Missouri, Kansas & Texas.
St. Joseph and Grand Island
St. Louis and San Prancisoo...
10.54
Union Pacific
. 130.91
Wichita and Western.
TOTALS

545.15

No. Miles Operated in State.
2586.84
259.15
1055.70
51.00
256.90
- 157.00
23.10
125.00
2179.00
254.00
138.00
437.84.
1151.23
124.40
8799.16

Causes Leading to Consolidation and Reorganization*
Eoonomic Necessity.
The causes leading to this consolidation and reorganiza
tion were partly eoonomic and partly political.

In 1880

none of the roads had a mileage of more than 600 miles in the
state, and only two companies, the Atohison, Topeka and Santa
Fe, with a total of 470.38 miles; and the Kansas Paoifio, with
84
its 478.78 miles, passed the 400 mile mark.
The total mileage,
therefore, of the state was largely made up of a number of
small, local, and independent companies.

It is true that most

of these companies had terminal connections with other roads,
so that by continuing over a number of different lines, fairly
continuous service could be had.

But eaoh of these companies

maintained its own organization, and hence had its own over
head charges and expenses to meet.

The oost of furnishing

transportation facilities was, therefore, greater than would
have been the case had the same mileage been under one man
agement.

This was exactly in accord with the well established

fact that the oost of moving freight over a number of short
hauls is greater than over one long and continuous journey

84. See Table No. 74.

of equal length.

At this time, in many instances, reshipping

and reloading were required, whenever goods were transferred
from one road to another, even though the two roads really
formed "but one continuous line.

Hence, the reorganization

and combination of those roads forming a continuous line was
an inevitable economic neoessity.
Competition.
Another o&a'se leading to this same result is to be found
in the fierce competition for traffic that had developed be
tween the different lines.

As has already been stated, the

railways of the state had been developed much beyond the needs
and demands of the business interests of the community.

Hence,

in their efforts to make their income meet their expenses, the
railroads began working the traffic for all that it would bear.
At competitive points, they cut the rates, gave rebates and
instituted other discriminatory practices; while at non-com
petitive points rates were charged out of all proportion to
the cost of rendering the service.

The railroad managers clear

ly foresaw that such a condition of affairs could not long con
tinue and so sought to overcome the difficulty by entering into
combination agreements.

78.

Regulative Measures.
Ro sooner was this movement well started than the public
began to feel that its interests were being jeopardized and,
hence, began taking steps toward the regulation and lowering of
rates and fares.

These measures, however, only served to

change the form of the arrangements from that of combination
agreements to that of consolidation.

The traffic agreements

which at first had been entered into were abandoned and the
roads began consolidating either by the purchase of the con
trolling interest of adjacent lines, or by leasing the entire
roads, or by a combination of both of these methods.
As a result of the conditions stated above, notwithstanding
the fact that the railway mileage of the state had more than
doubled during this period, the number of companies controlling
and operating this increased mileage had decreased to less than
half the original number.

Also, instead of the largest compa

nies operating less than 500 miles, as in 1880, at the later
date one company, the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Re, operated
over 2500 miles; another, the Missouri Pacific, operated over
2000, and still two others, the Chicago, Kansas and Rebraska, and
85
the Union Pacific, operated over 1000 miles each.
On this
subject of consolidation of railroads, Mr. Wilder in his "An86
nals of Kansas n says that although there were fifty-six rail85. See Tables, Rotes Ros. 74 and 80.
86. Wilder*s Annals of Kansas, Page 1141.

way officers who made returns to the State Assessors in 1885,
yet about half a dozen railway corporations controlled all
the roads of the state, and that "Messrs. Gould, Adams and
Strong could make all the rates."
Railway Ret at the Close of this
Period, Deo. 31, 1889.
Thus, at the end of this period, or by the close of the
year 1889, the railway net of the state had assumed muoh the
same form that exists today.

The major portion of the

mileage had been built and the companies operating and con
trolling this mileage were practically the same as the ones
now in oontrol.

CHAPTER V.
THE PERIOD OP RE-ADJUSTMENT AND NORMAL DEVELOPMENT,
(1890-1914).
Railway Building in Kansas Over-developed.
While the previous rapid construction had apparently
been undertaken for the best interests of the state and large
suras had be en appropriated at great sacrifice by various local
communities, nevertheless the subsequent course of events
demonstrated that railway construction had been excessive and
beyond the oommeroial needs of the people.
By 1890, therefore, the seeming mania for railroad build
ing, which was so characteristic of the period just preceding,
fortunately seems to have passed.

Pew, if any, new railroad

companies were being organized, and but little additional mile
age was being built.

In fact, as is shown by the re-adjustment

and contraction of the next few years, the state at this time
was apparently oversupplied with railroads.
Over-Development as Shown by Deoline of Mileage.
87
During the year 1890, only eighty-five miles of new road
were built, while during the following year less than three
miles were added.

This brought the total mileage of the state,
88
as given for June 30, 1892, up to 8893.76 miles. : Prom this
87. Report
tistics of
88. Report
tistics of

of Interstate Commeroe Commission; Tables in Sta
Railways of U.S., Years 1890-91.
of Interstate Commerce Commission; Tables in Sta
Railways of U.S., Years 1891-92. '

time, up to and including the year 1901, there was, with the
exception of one year, an actual decrease each year in the
railway mileage of the state.

The year 1896 was the exception,

in which there was huilt 34.55 miles.

As a net result, the

total mileage of the state at the close of the year 1901 was
only 8714.70 miles or a net decrease of 179.06 miles sinoe
89
1892.
Doubtless a part of this decrease in mileage was the
natural result of the process of re-adjustment and consolida
tion now going on.

Nevertheless it also seems quite likely

that the abandonment of these unprofitable and unnecessary
sections of road also indicate the possible over-developed con
dition of the state1s railway system.
Over-development Shown by Railway Commissioners'
Report.
This condition was also noted by the State Railway Com
missioners in their report of 1890, in which it was stated
that "Kansas with less than one-half million population, has
a greater railroad mileage than the State of New York with
a population of 5,997,853; vast natural and manufacturing
industries developed; a seaboard line making it the chief
entry-port of the world's commerce; more than the State of
Pennsylvania, with its 5,258,014 population, limitless mines
89. Report of Interstate Commerce Commission; Tables in Sta
tistics of Railways of U.S., Years 1893-1901 inclusive.

of coal and iron and its manufacturing and agricultural in
dustries furnishing more than fifty times the passenger and
freight traffic of Kansas; a thousand and fifty miles more
than all the New England States combined, with their aggre
gate population of 5,010,535, and more than a century1s growth

90
as the manufacturing center of our country and this continent".
Causes of Over-developed Condition.
Government Aid.
The causes leading to this condition of over-development
are largely to be found in the over-stimulation and aid given
not only by the local and state governments, but also by the
Federal Government.

The nature and extent of this aid have

already been discussed.

Under its stimulus many roads were

promoted and built, not because the business, or even the de
velopment of the country demanded them, but because they of
fered opportunities for profit to their promotors in the form
land grants and other forms of aid.

Several of the roads seem

to have received grants and bonuses sufficient to pay all the
cost of construction and equipment and still leave a like
amount as profit to the promoters.

At the same time it is to

be remembered that this still left the entire capital stock
90. Kansas Railway Commissioners' Report,. Year 1690, Page 9.
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untouched ao far as the cost of construction and equipment
was concerned.

On this point Governor Glick in his message

to the Legislative Session of 1883 said: "The actual cost of
"building, equipping and maintaining these roads did not exceed
more than one-half of the cash value of the lands, mortgages,
and bonds donated to them, thus leaving about fifty per cent
of what has been donated to them for the constructions of
91
railroads to go into the pockets of the management".
Promising Growth of State's Commerce.
Another cause of this over-development was the promising
growth of the state's commerce which led to an ambition on
the part of the different companies for the dominance of this
inviting field.
In 1880 Kansas ranked as the twentieth state in popula
tion, while at the same time it was sixth in corn producing,
eleventh in wheat, eleventh in oats, sixteenth in barley,
92
tenth in rye, eighth in hay and seventeenth in potatoes.
This shows that Kansas ranked in agricultural products much
ahead of her rank in population.

The value of her farm prod

ucts for the five years ending with 1870 aggregated $59,298,414.00:
for the five years ending 1875, they equalled $135,958,214.00;
for the same period ending 1880, their value reached $254,334,824.00
91. Public Documents of Kansas, Year 1883, Page 34.
92. Kansas Historical.Publications; Gov. Martin's address at the
Quarter Century Celebration, Jan. 29, 1886.

and for the five years ending 1885, they were valued at
$503,485,316.00.

Her live stock in 1870 was valued at over

20 millions; in 1875, nearly 29 millions; in 1880 over 60
92
millions; and in 1885 nearly 180 millions.
Up to this time,
Kansas was considered to he an agricultural state, yet her
manufacturing and mineral produots were also attracting more
and more attention.

Eenoe, many of the railroad companies,

realizing the growing importance of this commerce, began build
ing parallel lines and branches which in several instances
were wholly unnecessary.

They adopted the policy that if the

country was furnished with an adequate system of transporta
tion, it would soon develop to such an extent that the in
creased traffic would soon justify their existenoe.

It is,

therefore, but natural that some road should be built whioh
later developments showed could well be abandoned.
Indications and Extent of Exoessive Building.
As an indication of the extent to which railroad build
ing had been oarried in excess of the needs of commerce, the
State Railway Commissioners' report for 1888 stated that 4619
miles of the 8800 miles- in round numbers- of road then in the
state were not self-supporting.

In other words, this mileage

of the state's railways, beoause of insufficient business, was
not earning sufficient to pay operating expenses and fixed
interest charges, to say nothing about dividends to stockholders
while of this 4619 miles of non-self-supporting road, 2512 miles

85*

were not even earning operating expenses*

93

Governor Martin, in

his message to the Legislature of 1889 states that fully 1500 miles
94
of road then in operation in the state were wholly unnecessary*
Evil Effect of Over-extension*
While the immediate effect of the over-extension of rail
ways may have "been beneficial in that it resulted in an earlier
development of the state's resources, yet in another way the
effect was decidedly detrimental*

As has already been stated,

the excessive indebtedness that had been voted in aid of rail
roads greatly hampered oivio improvements along other lines*
The building of two roads, also, where only one was
needed, invariably necessitated higher rates and fares than
otherwise would have been necessary*

Hence, since the lowest

possible rates and fares are essential to the welfare of any
community, all unnecessary duplication of railway building be
came a tax upon and a hindrance to the future development of
the state.
Upon this subject, Governor Martin, in his message to the
Legislature of 1889, said:

"It is a fact capable of demonstra

tion that railway building in excess of legitimate demands of
state commerce is a curse, instead of a benefit to every inter
ested party, to the state as well as the railway stockholders,
93. Kansas Railway Commissioners' Report, Year 1888, Page 6.
94* Public Documents of Kansas, Year 1887-88, Page 13.
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to the people as well as the railway managers.

What all classes

of people are most interested in and benefited by is a steady
and rapid reduction of freight and fares to the lowest possible
minimum.

But this result is inevitably prevented or delayed by

railway building in excess of the legitimate carrying trade of
a country.

The transportation rates are largely regulated by

the volume of their business.

Public sentiment or law will

soon foroe a reduction of rates when it can be shown that the
railway is earning large profits.

But when two railroads tra

verse a country whose carrying trade is sufficient to maintain
only one, rates will inevitably be high.

The operating expenses

of the two roads are double those of one....The natural results
are combinations or agreements to maintain high rates, and a
long postponement of those conditions which invite and make pos94
sible a reduction of freights and fares"..
However, in dis
cussing the evil effects of excessive railway building, one
should not forget the many great advantages of an adequate trans
portation system, even though, in the getting of such a system,
there should be developed some attendant evils.
Hallway Building from 1902
to 1914.
By 1902, however, the rapidly growing commerce of the
state seems to have caught up with the railway mileage, for
from this date on up to the present time, there has been a
gradual increase in the total mileage of the state, until

today, June 30, 1914, as shown by the last report of the Public
•
Utilities Commission, there is a total of 9502.62 miles of road,
exolusive of double traok and sidings, in actual operation
95
in the state.
In other words, as a net result of the aban
donment of traok already built and the building of new during
this period, only 796.37 miles of additional road was in oper
ation on June 30, 1914 than was reported in 1890.

Ho new

transcontinental lines whatever have crossed the state.

All

the building that has taken place has been purely for looal
purposes.

Neither have any new roads been built in advance

of the needs of the population and of commerce, as was fre
quently the case in the period just preceding this one.

Bus

iness in a community must first be assured and then the rail
roads follow.

The major part of the building, also, has been

in the eastern portion of the state, where the population, and
hence the opportunity for traffic, was the greatest.

Practi

cally all of the building has been in the form of branches or
extensions of roads already in the field; very few if any new
companies being organized.

A glanoe at the map shows that the

eastern half of the state is already well covered with rail
roads.

It is quite likely, therefore, that as business justi

fies it, the greater portion of the future building will be in
the central and western portions of the state.
95. Kansas Public Utilities Commission's Second Biennial
Report, Page 142-43.

It is also interesting to note that of the total 9502*82
95
miles
of road now in the state, 7583*30 miles are now operated
by four companies: The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe operating
2816*71 miles; the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific, 1166*35
miles; the Missouri Pacific, 2384*57; and the Union Pacific,
1215.67 miles, thus leaving less than 2000 miles to be operated
95
by the remaining twenty companies now in the state.
It perhaps
should also be added that two of these twenty companies, the
St. Louis and San Francisco, and the Missouri, Kansas and Texas
operate 1124.21 miles, which leaves less than 800 miles to be
owned and operated by the remaining eighteen companies repre
sented in the state.

The six companies named, almost complete

ly dominate the field and in view of the general trend of
affairs, this tendency to consolidate may reasonably be ex
pected to continue in the future.
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Reconstruction and Improvement of Existing Lines
and
Increase and Improvement of Equipment.
While the period now under consideration has seen but com
paratively little extension of the railway net, it has never
theless been one of great activity and development along other
lines.

All of the early roads were hastily and poorly construc

ted, little thought being given to permanency or to economy
and efficiency of operation.

Hence, during the mor e recent

years, the various com panies have been constantly at work re
ducing grades, straightening curves, increasing the amount of
ballast and the size of their rails, and in improving the cha r
acter of their roads generally.

They have also greatly improved

the character and increased the amount of their equipment.

This

face is readily appreciated by glancing at Table No. 1, Appendix G,
which was compiled from the Railway Comm issioners' Reports from
1890 to 1910 inclusive and the Public Utilities Commission's
96
Report for 1914.
According to this table the railroads are
today using more than twice as many locomotives as they did
in 1890; more than double the number of passenger coaches, and
over three times as many freight cars.

The character of this

equipment has also been greatly improved; safety devices
and conveniences have -been installed, steel structures sub
stituted, and the size and capacity of cars generally have
96.

See Appendix C, Table No. 1, attached, following this discus
sion.

been increased. By referring to the statistical tables, Uos. 2
97
to 7,
inclusive, for the six principal railway companies of
the state, it will be seen that the number of tons carried
per loaded car has increased about fifty per cent between
1890 and 1914; also that during this same period, the number
of tons carried per train has increased from 200 per cent
in some instances to over 800 per cent in the case of the Mis
souri, Kansas and Texas Railroad Compan y.

It is also in

teresting to note, by again referring to these tables,
that, coincident with the increase in the number and size
of cars, there has also been a corresponding increase in the
amount of traffic carried, both passenger and freight; while
at the same time there has been a gradual decline in the
96
rates and fares charged.
V/hen it is remembered that this
decline in the cost to t he public for railway service has
taken place in the face of a large increase in the co st of
materials and labor, the growing efficiency of the railroads
becomes all the more apparent.
The Relation Between the Railroads and the Population.
As we look back over the railroad history of the state,
it seems quite clear that there is a direct relation between the
97. See Appendix C, Tables 2-7, attached, following this dis
cussion, compiled from the tables prepared by U. G. Powell for
use of the Interstate Commerce Commission in the 7/estern Ad
vance Rate Case--found in the Public Utilities Commission1s
office, Topeka, Kans.

growth and location of the centers of population of the state
and the growth and location of railroads*

Some of the earlier

land grant roads "built much in advance of the needs of the .
population, and hence exerted a powerful influence in bring
ing in and in locating settlers along their lines.

They real

ized that their interests could best be served by settling
and building up the country through which they passed, thus
creating for themselves an increased future traffic.

They

therefore conducted extensive campaigns which were intended
to attraot settlers and induce them to settle along their lines.
In this way these roads exerted a direct and important
influence upon the coming and the location of the early set
tlers.

But in more recent years the reverse of this is true,

for the roads buil&, not in advance of the needs of the com
munity, but only as the population-and prospective business in
any section seemed sufficient to justify their existence or
98
construction.
98. See table showing relation of railroads to population in
Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. XII, Pages 44 to 46.

S U K la A E Y.
As the history of railway "building is surveyed, and we
observe the gradual extension of the railway net over the
State, we are at onc e impressed with the magnitude of the
task, and with the rapidity and thoroughness--not to mention
the hardships encountered—with which this great undertaking
has been accomplished.
This impression--that here indeed was a great and wor
thy enterprise at last successfully achieved—becomes all the
more convincing when the enormous difficulties that had to be
overcome are noted.

Here was a new state established in the

very center of the Horth American Continent.

There was lit

tle opportunity for communication with the rest of the cou ntry
or with the outside world.

Some adequate system of transpor

tation, therefore, must be pr ovided.

But when the state's

resources were reviewed and balanced against the probable
costs of securing adequate railway transportation, the pros 
pects v/ere far from promising.

Apparently there were here

no great natural assets that could quickly be turned into
funds with which to finance this great undertaking.
capital there was little or none.

Of local

The most promising s-ource

of future income seemed to be the fertility of the soil.

But

with this particular resource the entire country seemed already
to be abundantly supplied, while even this asset coul d not be
made available without some adequate system of transportation.
The State's population also was small and widely scattered.

The people had rushed into the territory both from the north
and from the south in their efforts to settle the question
of slavery.

They were, therefore, divided into two bitterly

antagonistic factions so that little unanimity of action could
be had on any undertaking,

nevertheless, they soon saw the ab

solute necessity of more adequate methods of transportation
and so early undertook the ta sk of railroad building with
great courage and vigor,

legislature after legislature vied with

one another for years in their efforts to launch the ente r
prise and get it fairly on its way but with little or no
results except those on paper.

However, as soon as the Civil War

was over, and when once the work of construction was actually
begun, no obstacle or sacrifice seemed to be too great.

The

people willingly voted great burdens of debt upon themselves;
the state legislatures enacted favorable railroad legis
lation; and The Federal Government made liberal grants of
public lands; all for the purpose of aiding and stimulating
railway building,

nevertheless, there were times when

the outlook was far from promising.

Panics and long per

iods of depression, not to mention the discouragements which
came during the seventies with the grasshoppers and droughts,
well nigh put an end to railway building.

But with the fav

orable years of the eighties the railway net was extended by
leaps and bounds.

The work of construction was pushed with

such energy and rapidity that the state was soon supplied with
railroads even beyond the seeming demands of the local trade

and commerce at that time.

At this particular period it was

possibly tru e of Kansas,what Charles Francis Adams had earlier
remarked of the western country^ that the American people "have
gone too far west".

And this movement had been stimulated

by the too rapid extension of the railways westward.

From

the early nineties to the present, attention has centered
chiefly on the reorganization and consolidation of the var
ious roads, in the improvement of their roadbeds, in the in
crease in the amount and char acter of their equipment and ser
vice, and, finally, in the reduction of rates and fares to the
public.
When all the various features of the cons truction,
equipment^and operation of the state's railways are noted,
most of which has* been achieved in a generation or tw o; when
the high degree of their efficiency is also.taken into ac
count; while at the same time it is remembered that all these
changes and improvements have taken place in the face of an everincreasing cost of labor and materials, one is naturally forced to
the conclusion that the railway development in Kansas has indeed
been most remark able

and is, moreover, a fitting monument not

only to the sacrifice and energy of the people, but also to
the far-sighted wisdom and courage of its promoters and builders.
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APPANDIX A.
RAILROAD HAPo 'PITH AC C0L1PAHYIHS PAT A.

Railroad Map Rata*
The railroad maps of Kansas presented herewith were
made from data found in the Kansas Railroad Commissioners *
Reports, in Poor's Railroad Manuals, in the Public Doouments
of Kansas, in the Kansas Historical Collections, in Wilder9s
Annals of Kansas and various other souroes as indicated in
the data presented for each map*

We were unable to trace

each road in a different color but indicated the color used
at the bottom of each map, and also in connection with the
data from which each particular road was determined.

DATA FOR RAILROAD MAP

OF

1860.

Marysville or Palmetto & Roaeport
Elwood to Wathena

5 miles (Note Do. 1, also Do. 2)

Note No. 1. First Railroad in Kansas—See body of thesis.
Note No. 2. See Appendix B—No. VII—St. Joseph & Grand Island
Railway Co.

«^5tJo4»Ph
Elivood

.!

^/O'

data Railroad Map o f Karrsas f o r 1865

• CONNECTICUT

Marysville or Fo-l-mctt o ay\d RosQpprt.
Leave nworth, Riwnee,
Western- name cha/noe*!
1&6.11 aUrno n Pc^i/jLc Fa-ster n Divmcm,

5 a meJca/e as Map Above.
Copyright by Historical Publishing Co.. Topoka, Kansas.

o

26

SCALE or STATUTE MILES.

DATA FOR RAILROAD MAP OF 1865.
Harysville or Palmetto & Roseport—Elwood to Wathena
5 miles (Uote No. 1, also No. 2)
Leavenworth, Pawnee and Western - Reorganized June, 1663
under authority of oongress and name ohanged to Union Paoifio,
Eastern Division.
"Ground was broken at Kansas-Missouri State Line,
iWyandotte) in the summer of 1863; grading began in September
of that year.
November 28, 1864, found 37 miles built to
a po int near Lawrence; 10 miles more were built the following
year- Manhattan was reached Aug. 18, 1866, and on Oct. 7th,
the following year Pawnee was reached. 135 miles out. During
the year 1867, the line was finished to the 405th mile post;-—<
and on Aug. 15, 1670, it was completed to Denver".
"On June 26, 1865, the building of the line between
Leavenworth and Lawrenoe was started and oompleted the follow
ing winter". (Note No. 3)
Note No. 1.
Note No. 2.

First Railroad in Kansas—See body of thesis.
See Appendix B—No. YII—St. Joseph & Grand Island
Railway Co.
Note No. 3. History of Union Paoifio by an Officer of the
company, Page 28-29. (Copy presented to the author
by Pr.e J, P• Company). Also Public Documents of
Kansas - See Body of thesis.

Railroad Map of Kansas fo
ilSlQ.
Kansas acif.c
1/n i on Pacf.c Ccrv trcsl Br<vrv cK
ATc.Ki5ot\ TOjppeK
e TS a.
I
ari(j »So.Y\1 a. Fe
ZZ L e a v e n w o r t h ^TtK»-son cvnd Nlorthwestern
Leavenworth L awrence and GatvcsToxx
f^i^ouri River
Marysv/He RtlmetTo ar» J R o•seport
Union Pacific. - Oouthern BvavvcH
DATA

Copyright by Illatorlonl Publlnhlng Co .. Topekn. K»n«««.

L
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SCALE or STATUTE MILES.

DATA FOR RAILROAD MAP OF 1870.
•

•The Union Pacific-Central Branch.
(Late Atchison and Pike's Peak Railroad Company) (Rame
changed Roy. 20, 1866) Road from Atohison to Waterville, Kansas—
100 miles. (Ro. 1.)
(Road completed Atbhison to Waterville, Jan. 20, 1868, (Ro. l*d
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe.
Road in operation from Topeka to BurHngame— 28 miles. Under
contract to he oompleted in June 1870; Atohison to Emporia,
61 miles - surveyed to Wichita. (Ro. 2)
Work was commenced at Topeka in the fall of 1868 and
completed to Burlingame in 1869, a distance of 27 miles. In
January of 1872, the division between Atohison and Topeka was
graded but track was not laid until later. The main line was
completed to the western boundary of the State in 1873. (Ro. 2-e)
St. Louis, Lawrenoe and Denver. (In progress)
Building from Pleasant Hill, Mo. to Lawrenoe, Kansas, 58 miles.(Ro.l)
Kansas City and Emporia Railroad.(Projected)
Projected - Kansas City to Emporia — 110 miles. (Ro. 1)
Kansas City and Santa Fe. (Projeoted)
Projected - Olathe to Emporia — 100 miles.
Between Olathe and Ottawa under oontraot to be oompleted by July,
and thence to Emporia during the current year. (Ro. 1)
- Kansas Pacific Railroad. (1868) - Lat
er became part of Union
Pacific System. Organized in 1655 under name Leavenworth, Pawnee and
./astern - name changed 1861 to Leavenworth, Fort Riley and Western
Railroad.
Road from Kansas City to Denver, Colo, completed — 631 miles.
3ranoh from Leavenworth to Lawrenoe, Kansas — 34 miles. (Ro. 2)

__ Leavenworth, Atohison and Rorthwestern.
Leavenworth to Atchison (Opened Oct. 1869 — 22 miles (Ro. 1)
Leased to Pacific Railroad of Missouri).
Leavenworth, Lawrenoe and Galveston Railroad.
Road from Lawrenoe to Garnett — 52 miles. (Ro. 1)
Leavenworth and Topeka Railroad Co. (Projeoted) (Ro. 1)
Leavenworth, Solomon Valley and Denver. (Projected) (Ro. 1)
Ro.
RO.
Ro.
Ro.

l-a.
1.
2.
2-a.

Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. XII, page So.
Poor's Railroad Manual for Year 1870-71.
Kansas Railway Commissioners Report, Year 1663.
Blackmar's Kansas History - Railroads, Page 535.

100.

Lissouri River Railroad Company.
Lissouri State line to Leavenworth - Opened July, 1866.

(Ho. 2)

Larysville or Palmetto and Roseport (Later name changed
(1872) to St. Joseph and Denver City.
Prom Klwood (Opposite St. Joseph, Ho•) 80 miles in operation by
Oct. 1870. (Ho. 2-b)
••• "The Union Pacific Railway Company, Southern Branch, was
incorporated under a general act of the Legislature of Kansas,
Sept. 25, 1865; was built from Junction City, Kansas to the South
ern boundary line of Kansas, a distance of 182 miles in 1869 and
1870, and opened October 1, 1870." The name was changed to that
of the Lissouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad Company by certificate
filed with the Secretary of State Larch 31, 1870. (Rote Ro. 2-c)
1

Rote
Rote
Rote
Rote
Rote
Rote

Ro.
Ro.
Ro.
Ro.
Ro.
Ro.

1. .Poor's Railroad Lanual for Year 1870-71.
1-a. Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. XII, page 50.
Kansas Railway Commissioners Report, Year 1883.
2.
2-a. Blackmar's Kansas History - Railroads, Page 535.
2-b. Poor's Railway Lanual for 1875-76.
2-c. Kansas Railway Commissioners' Report, year 1883,
page 162.

City

RcnlroadMap of Kansas for .1.8.151
' n i a n Pacific. - C e n tr a l B r a n c V v

Atthison TopeVvcv. and Ganta. re

K a n s a s C i l y a n d GarxLcwJEe
Kansas Midland

Atchisorv and Nebraska
M i s s o u r i R i v e r Fori b c a t l a . n d G u l p
Le avJ-Qwarlh i a w j r e n t f and Ga\ V g si o n
oT Louis Lawrence and Western

5 a meJca/e as Map Above.
Copyright by Historical Publlnhlrur Co., Topeka. Katinnn.

Leavenworth Atchison and NorThwetlem
pr.J~oseph a nd Denver City
M i s s o u r i K a y x s a S a n d_Tc JLaSu

SCALE OF STATUTE Mms.
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DATA FOR RAILROAD MAP OF 1875.
—1 " Union Paoifio - Central Branch.
Late Atchison and Pike's Peak - Name changed to Union Pacific. Cen
tral Branoh, Nov. 20. 1866.
Atohison to Waterville, Kansas— 100 miles (No. 3 &4)
Atohison and Nebraska Railroad.
Atchison to Lincoln, Nebraska (All in operation) 146.5 Miles. (No. 3)
- Atohison. Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad.
Atohison to Western boundary of state - 469.6 miles.
Branches,
Newton to Wichita — 27.3 miles.
(Opened 1873) (No. 3) (Note No. 4)
%

Kansas City and Santa Fe Railroad.
^Le?L6%an0?ta^t^^ltSiier?§otetNo.L!r6nOe ^ 3alveston)
, Missouri River, Fort Scott and Gulf.
Opened from Kansas City to Olathe, 21 miles, Deoember 16, 1868,
thence to Fort Scott, 109 miles, December 9, 1869, and to state
line, Baiter Springs, 160 miles, May, 1870. (No. 3)
(Name of company formerly was Kansas and Neosho Valley)
Kansas Central. (In progress)
Projected - Leavenworth to Denver, about 500 miles.
Branohes Holton to Netawaka. about 10.5 miles.
Clay Center to Salina, 40 miles.
In operation - Leavenworth to Holton, 56 miles.
(No. 3)
Leavenworth, Lawrenoe and Galveston Railroad.
Lawrence to state line — 144.16 miles.
Branches - Stockyards to Parker
1.80 miles.
Used in Operation,
Southern Kansas Railroad - Cherryvale to Independence, 9.70 Mi.
19
Missouri, Fort Scott and Gulf - Olathe to Kansas City,21.
Kansas City and Santa Fe Railroad - Ottawa to Olathe, 62.61 w
(No. 3)
^
St. Louis, Lawrenoe and Western Railroad.
(Formerly St. Louis, Lawrence and Denver Railroad)
Pleasant Hill, Mo. to Cedar Junction,
44.85 miles.
Kansas Midland Railroad.
Lawrence to Topeka
27 miles.

(No. 4)

(No. 3)

"" Kansas Pacific Railroad.
(Organized as Leavenworth, Pawnee and Western - Later name changed,
June 6, 1863, Union Pacific, Eastern Division, and to present Moh.
3, 1869.)
Kansas City to Denver
639 miles.
Branch, Lawrence to Leavenworth
34 miles. (No. 3)

1<>2.

— Leavenworth, Atchison and Northwestern Railroad.
Leased January 1, 1870 to Paoifio Railroad of Missouri.
Leavenworth to Atohlson
21.25 miles. (No. 3)
St. Joseph and Denver City Railroad.
Chartered by Kansas Territorial Legislature of 1857 under name of
Marysville, Palmetto and Roseport. Name changed to present title
1872.
From Ellwood, (Opposite St. Joseph, Mo.) 80 miles put into oper
ation by Oct. 1870: 128 miles by October, 1872; ancL the ne xt year,
1873, it was opened to Eastings, Nebraska. 227 Miles. (No. 3)
. St. Joseph, Kansas and Texas, (In progress)
Saad to be graded 50 miles from St. Josepn toward Arkansas City.
(HO. 3)
Union Paoific - Central Branch.
(Late Atchison and Pike's Peak Railroad),
Atchison to waterville
100 miles. (No. 3)
Missouri. Kansas and Texas.
Late Union Paoifio - Southern Branch, name ohanged Moh. 31, 1870.
Hannibal, Mo. to Denison, Tex.
574 miles.
)
Branohes,
JUote No. 3 &4
Parsons, Kas. to Junction City, Ks. 156 mi.)
Holden, Mo. to Paola, Kans.
56 n )
1

The Union Paoifio - Southern Branch. (Name changed Moh.
21. 1870 to Missouri Kansas and Texas Railway Company)
Built from Junction City to the southern boundary of the state of
Kansas, 182 miles - opened Ootober 1, 1870.
(No. 4)
'
The Neosho Valley and Holden Railroad Company.
Built from the eastern boundary line of Kansas to Paola, Kansas,
15 miles and opened about February 1, 1872 - Consolidated with
Missouri, Kansas and Texas, May 15, 1670.
(No. 4)
—
The Labette and Sedalia Railroad Co.
Built from eastern boundary of Kansas to Parsons, 48.5 miles, in
1670 and 1871 - opened March 1, 1871.
(No. 4)
Consolidated with the Missouri, Kansas & Texas May 15, 1870.
Note No- 3. Poor's Railway Manual for 1875-76.
Note No. 4. Kansas Railway Commissioners Report for 1883.
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DATA FOR RAILROAD MAP OF 1880.
— Atohison, Colorado and Pacific Railroad.
Waterville to Kirwin, Kansas
miles.
Branches:
Greenleaf to Washington-------------7
N
If
Conoordia to Soandia
19
IT
Jamestown to Burr Oak
34
If
Downs to Bulls City
24
(Operated in oonneotion with the Missouri Paoifio.) (No. 5)
„ -- Atohison, Republican Valley and Paoifio Railroad.
Conoordia to Soandia
19 miles.
(Operated as branch of the Missouri Paoifio ) (Ho. 5)
„
Atohison Solomon Valley and Denver Railroad.
Conoordia to Kirwin
87 miles.
Downs to Bulls City
24
"
(Operated as branoh of Missouri Paoifio) (Ho. 5-6)
Atohison, Topeka and Santa Pe Railroad.
Atohison to state line of Colorado----470.38 rai.
Branohes:
Kansas, Topeka and Western - K.C. To Topeka,
66.32 "
Pleasant Hill and DeSoto - Pleasant Hill to
De Soto, Kansas
44.89 "
Florence, KIDorado and Walnut Valley - Florence
to KIDorado, Kansas
29.32 "
.ilohita and Southern - Wichita to Hewton,27.28 *
K.C. Emporia and Southern - Emporia to south
line of Greenwood County-63.70 n
Elk and Chautauqua - South line of Greenwood
County to Howard
12.40 "
Marion and MoPherson - Florence to MoPherson
42.30 n
Cowley, Sumner and Ft. Smith,
Wiohita to Arkansas City,)
16.30 rr
Mulvane to Wellington,
)
(Ho. 5-6)

.
Kansas Central Railroad.
-eavenworth to Garrison-

-119 miles.

Fort Leavenworth Railroad.
•est end of bridge to Leavenworth,

(Ho. 5)

2.5 miles.

(Ho. 5)

Fort Scott, Southeastern and Memphis Railroad.
"Unction City to Coal Vale
15.23 miles. (Ho. 5)

104.

Missouri, Kansas and Texas.
(Organized as Union Paoifio, Southern Branch Sept. 25, 1865.
Name changed to present name March 31, 1870.)
Junction City to Southern boundary of the state
182 miles.
Opened Oct. 1, 1870, Parsons, Kans. to eastern boundary of state
(Late Labette & Sedalia)
48.5 miles.
— " — Junction City and Port Kearney Railroad.
Junotion City to Concordia
70 miles.
Opened to Clay Center in 1873, to Clifton 1878, to Clyde 1878, and
to Concordia 1879.
(No. 5-6)
Kansas City, Burlington and Santa Pe Railroad.
Ottawa Junction to Burlington, 42.5 miles. (No. 5)
— Kansas City, Port Scott and Gulf Railroad.
Kansas City to Indian Territory,
Branohes:
Baxter Springs to Joplin, Mo.
Port Soott to Pindley,

159.92 Miles.
15.46
15.23

"
w

(No.5)

Kansas City, Lawrence and Southern Railroad.
(Pormerly Lawrence, Leavenworth and Galveston)
Lawrence to Coffeyville
143.33 miles.
,T
Ottawa Junction to Olathe
31.77
Cherryvale to Independence--41.41
" (No.5-6)
Salina and Southwestern Railroad.
Salina to MoPherson
36 miles.
Built in 1879; operated as branch of Kansas Pacific of Union
Paoifio. (No. 5)
—— Solomon Railroad.
Solomon, Ks. to Beloit, Kb.
57.3 miles.
Opened 1879, as branch of Kansas Pacific-Union Paoific. (No. 5)
• - Southern Kansas Railroad.
Cherryvale, Kans. to Independence,
9.64 miles.
Leased to Kansas City, Lawrence and Southern Railroad. (No. 5)
Southern Kansas and Western.
Independence, Kans. to Wellington, Ks. 105 miles.

(No. 5)

Sumner County Railroad. (In Progress)
Southern Kansas and Western Railroad to line of Indian Territory.
— Kansas City, Topeka and Western.
Kansas City to Topeka,
~ Lawrence and Southwestern.
Lawrence and Carbondale, Kans.
(Part of St. Louis, Lawrence and Western)

66.32 miles.
31 miles.
(No. 5)

105

Leavenworth, Atchison and Northwestern.
Leavenworth to Atchison

31.5 miles. (No.5)

Marlon and McPherson.
Florence to McPherson

47.3 miles. (No.5)

• 1 Memphis, Kansas and Colorado.
Weir City, Ks. to Parsons, Ks.
(Part of Kansas City, Fort Scott and Gulf)

32 miles.

(No.5)

• Missouri River Railroad.
Kansas state line to Leavenworth. Ks. 25.25 miles.
Leased to Mo. Paoifio.
(No.5;
Pleasant Hill and DeSoto.
Pleasant Hill, Mo. to DeSoto, Kans.
49.89 miles.
)Part of Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe)
(No. 5)
Republican Valley Railroad.
Greenleaf, Ks. to Concordia
Leased to Union Pacific-Central Branch.

41.6 miles.
(No. 5)

St. Joseph and Western.
Vtost St. Joseph, Ks. to Hastings, Neb. -- 227 miles.
3ranohes
Marysville and Blue Valley
37 miles.
Hastings and Grand Island
25 miles.
Chartered as the Marysville and Palmetto and Roseport Railroad,
1857; name changed to St. Joseph and Denver City, 1862. (No. 5)
——— St. Louis, Kansas and Arizona Railroad.
Paola, Kansas, to LeRoy, Kansas
57 miles.
Operated by Missouri Pacific.
(No. 5)
•• Unio n Paoifio (Central Branch)
Atchison to Waterville, Kans.
100 miles.
Chartered as Atchison and Pike's Peak, 1859; opened 1868 a
branch of Union Pacific.
• '- Waterville and Washington Railroad.
Waterville, Kans. to Washington, Kans.-— 20 miles.
Leased to Union Pacific - Central Branch. (No. 5)
The St. Louis and San Francisco Railway Company; The Oswego
State Line Railroad Co., with line extending from Oswego, Ks.
to the Kansas state line; and the Pieroe City & Kansas Railroad
Co. of Missouri were consolidated Moh. 9, 1875 under the name of
the Missouri & Western Railway Co. This road was bought by the St.
Louis & San Francisco Railway Co. Aug. 1, 1879.
8c

106.

The St. Louis Wichita & Western Railroad was built from Os
wego, Ks. to Wichita, Ks., 144.6 miles and opened May 27, 1880.
This road was also acquired b; the St. Louis and San Francisco
Railway Co. Moh. 25, 1882. ( Rote No. 6 )
Wichita and Southwestern.
Newton, Kans. to Wichita, Ks
27.28 miles.
Operated 1872; Leased to Atohison and Santa Fe. (No. 5)
• Kansas Pacific.
Kansas City to Denver
638.60 miles.
Branch Leavenworth 34 miles; Wyandotte, 2 miles; Enterprise, 2 Mi.
Organized by Terr. Legislature of Kansas as Leavenworth, Pawnee and
Western. Name changed to Union Pacific - eastern division, June
6, 1863, and to present name by Congress March 3, 1869.
Note No. 5. Poor*s Railway Manual for 1880.
Note No. 6 Kansas Railway Commissioners1 Report for 1883.
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Data for Railroad Map of 1885.
This map was copied from the railroad map found in the Kan
sas Railroad CommissionerTs Report for 1885.

However, the Commis

sioners8 map shows the road from Junction City down the Heosho
Valley to Parsons as belonging to the Missouri Pacific System,
while the body of their report (page 116) indicates that this road
is a part of the Missouri, Kansas, and Texas system.
It is indicated as a part of the Missouri, Kansas and Texas
system in the map herewith presented.

Railroad Map for 1890
This map is a duplicate of the Railroad map of Kansas found
in the Kansas Railroad Commissioners' Report for 1890.
It was obtained by the author from the publishers*

OFFICIAL RAILROAD MAP OF KANSAS. -/««
Corrected to January 1, 1891.
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Railroad Map for 1900.
This map is a duplicate of the Railroad Map of Kansas
issued "by the Kansas State Railroad Commissioners for 1901.
This copy was obtained from the publishers.

OFFICIAL RAILROAD MAP OF KANSAS, 1906.
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF RAILROADS IN KANSAS.
ANTHONY & NORTHERN

KANSAS SOUT i? WESTERN

ATCHISON, TOPEKA & SANTA FE

LEAVENWORTH & TOPEKA

CHICAGO, BURLINGTON & QUINCY

(B. & M.

R.).

CHICAGO, ROCK ISLAND & PACIFIC

\

MIDLAND

VAllLEY

MISSOURI. KAASAS

k

TEXAS

COLORADO, KANSAS & OKLAHOMA

MISSOURI
MISSOV

KANSAS CITY. CLINTON & SPRINGFIELD

MISSOURI

KANSAS CITY, MEXICO & ORIENT RAILWAY..

ST.

PA< 'iFte
JOSEPH ,v GRAND
LOUIS

OKLAHOMA

KANSAS CITY SOUTHERN RAILWAY

ST.

KANSAS CITY TERMINAL

ST. LO I 'IS. IItO

KANSAS SOUTHERN & GULF

UNION PACIFI

INDICATES JOINT USE OF LINE SHOWN IN RESPECTIVE COLORS
INDICATES LINES IN PROCESS OF CONSTRUCTION

QO

&

Q

S.\N

A-

GULF.

ISLAND

(FRANCISCO

MOUNTAIN & SOUTHERN

Q Q

X-ongituae

este

West

H

u

111

from

98°

11

tl

Greenwich

I
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SUBURBAN ELECTRIC RAILWAYS IN KANSAS.
ARKANSAS VALLEY' INTERURBAN Rr CO., connects
Wichita, Valley Center, Sedgwick, Newt*"14ncj Halstead.
CONSOLIDATED STREET RY. CO., coi'"' '» Cottonwttod
Falls and Strong City.
LOLA ELECTRIC RAILROAD CO., reach* Parks in Iola,
Gas City and La Harpe.
JOPLIN &
Pittsburg,
Columbus,
Franklin,
Cherokee
Waco and

PITTSBURG RY, CO., coi* ts Frontenac,
Chicopee, Fleming, Weir 1 ')• Scammon,
West Mineral, Knivetown, '• ">". Dunkirk
Girard, Croweburg, Artha, a'berry anj
in Kansas and Joplin, Chi:<
Carl Jc
Asbury in Missouri

KANSAS CITY, KAW VALLEY & Wl'/
Kansas City and Bonner Springs, Kan. i

f:V

connects

KANSAS CITY, LAWRENCE & TOPEK> ,.R' CO., con
nects Kansas City with Olathe and ?' 8 City with
Zarah.

MANHATTAN CITY
Junction cftv.13110"'

A-

^ °sden'

SOUTHWESTERN INTERURBAN
Arkansas City and YVinfield.
T

RY

CO
"

ADAMS.

'iliey and
connects
connects

CHICAGO, BURLINGTON A- QUINCY (B. & M. R.).

AMERICAN.

STF;?N Rv CO" connect. Kansas
cftvKAK^'nASkVI" V
it>, Kan., Kansas City, Mo., and Leavenworth.

THE TOPEKA RY. CO.. connecls Oakland. Highland
Park
8
K'
Gage Park and Topeka.
"
I HE I NION TRACTION CO.. connects Coffeyville
dependence, Cherryvale and Parsons.

1

EXPRESS COMPANIES, AND LINES OVER WHICH THf OPERATF

INTERURBAN RAILWAY CO

EUreka

andNFtIjIRney.&

POWKR co

In

- connects Junction City

(

ROCIv ISLAND & PACIFIC

COLORADO, KANSAS & OKLAHOMA.
JOPLIN & PITTSBURG RY. CO. (Electric).
MISSOURI, KANSAS & TEXAS RAILWAY'
KANSAS CITY, MEXICO & ORIENT RAILWAY.
KANSAS SOUTHERN A- GULF.

UNION PACIFIC.

WELLS-FARGO C1PANY.
ANTHONY & NORTHER
ATCHISON, TOPEKA & jTA FF AX-T^ T
LEASED LINES
KANSAS CITY. CLIXTO'
n.lVTn,
SPRINGFIELD
KANSAS CITY SOUTH E
KANSAS SOUTHWESTE
LEAVENtVORTH & TOP
MIDLAND VALLEY.
MISSOURI, OKLAHOM
;Ul U
MISSOURI PACIFIC.
ST. JOSEPH & GRAND-AND.
ST. LOUIS & SAN FRASPQ

V

\r

ST. LOUIS IRON MOTNX A SOUTHERN

APPENDIX B.
CONDENSED HISTORY OF PRINCIPAL RAILROADS OF KANSAS.

CONDENSED HISTORY OP TEE PRINCIPAL RAILROADS OP
KANSAS.
I. The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Pe Railroad Company.
"The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Pe Railroad Company was
originally incorporated under the name of the Atchison and
Topeka Railroad company under the act of the Legislative As
sembly of the Territory of Kansas, approved February 11,
1S59, and the name was subsequently changed, in accordance
with the Territorial laws, by a vole of the stockholders,
Nov. 24, 1863, to the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Po Railroad
Company. The charter authorized the company to survey, eto.
as stated in Seotion 2, as follows:
Section 2. The said company is hereby authorized and
empowered to survey, locate, construct, complete, alter, main
tain, and operate a railroad, with one or more traoks from or
near Atchison, on the Missouri, in Kansas Territory, to the
town of Topeka, in said Territory and to such point on the
southern or western boundary of said territory, in the direc
tion of Santa Pe, New Mexioo, as may be most convenient and suit
able.
and also to construct a branch of said railroad to
any point on the southern boundary of said territory of Kansas,
in the direction of the Gulf of Mexico".
By an act of Congress approved March 3, 1863, certain
lands were granted to the State of Kansas for the purpose of
aiding the construction of railroads in the state, and so much
of this act as relates specifically to the Atchison Company
is as follows:
"2nd. Of a railroad from the city of Atchison via
.Topeka-to the western line of the state in the direction
of Port Union, and Santa Pe, New Mexico, with a branch from
where this last-named road crosses the Neosho, down the Neo
sho Valley to the uoint where the said first-named road enters
the said Neosho Valley — every alternate seotion of land
designated by odd numbers for ten sections in width on each
side of said road and its branches; Provided, however, that
said road shall be completed within ten years of the date of
this Act."
By an act of the Legislature of Kansas, approved Febru
ary 9, 1864, the State of Kansas accepted the grants made by the

114.

Congress of the United States; and in consideration of the
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Company, constructing
the road, as" before instructed, the State granted to the
railroad company such of the lands granted By Congress to the
State as were applicable to said railroad". (Note Ho. 1)
Work on the road was started in the fall of 1868 at
Topeka and it was completed to Burllngame in 1869, a distance
of 27 miles. Hewton was reached in the year 1871 when the
work was stopped. The first general office building was erec
ted at Topeka in 1869. (Hote Ho. 2}
The time limit fixed with the land grant expired
3, 1873, and so construction was again begun at Rewton
the Spring of 1872, Dodge City being reached September
1872, and the Kansas-Colorado boundary line on January
1873% (Hote Ho. 1)

March
in
9th,
1,

The road from Topeka to Lawrence was built by the Kan
sas Midland Railroad Company, successors to the Lawrence &
Topeka Railroad Company. Work on this road was commenced
in 1871 and finished in 1874. The Kansas Midland also built
the line from Kansas City to De Soto in the summer of 1874.
The connecting road between Lawrence and De Soto was the St.
Louis, Lawrence and Denver, which company had incorporated
with the purpose of building a road from Pleasant Hill, Mo.
to Lawrence and thenoe west to Denver. The road from Lawrence
to Pleasant Hill was purchased, and that portion between
Lawrence and De Soto consolidated with the Kansas Midland
under the name of the Kansas City, Topeka and Western Rail
road. This road was leased by the Atchison Topeka and Santa
Fe Railroad Company Got. 1, 1875, thus giving this company
a direct line from Topeka to Kansas City (Hote Ho. 3-aJ
The company has since acquired much additional mileage
which according to the Kansas Railway Commissioners1 Report
for 1910 had reached a total of 2658.79 miles of road within
the state. The distribution of this mileage is shown by the
following table. (Hote Ho. 3)
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itohison Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad System in Kansas in 1910*
ROAD OPERATED - STATE OF KANSAS.
Termini
Name.

lisin line owned:
5 The A.T.&S.F.Ry.

From

To

Miles
for
each
road
named.

Mo-Kan state line
Kan-Colo state line 455.84
(near Kansas City
North Ottawa, Kan. Kan-Okla state line
(near Kiowa)
281.66
Ghanute, Kan.
Longton, Kan.
44.18
Florence, Kan.
Kan-Okla state line
(near Arkansas City) 90.92
Augusta, KanWellington, Kan.
37.22

Miles
for
each
class of
roads
named.

909.82
Branches and spurs
owned:
The A.T.&S.F. Ry. Holliday, Kan.
Topeka, Kan.
52.70
Atchison, Kan*
Emporia, Kan.
110.94 •
Wilder, Kan*
Hawthorne, Kan.
45.41
Burlingame, Kan.
Alma, Kan.
34.30
Quenemo, Kan.
Osage City, Kan.
19.42
Lawrence, Kan.
Ottawa, Kan.
27.19
Burlington Jet. Kan, Gridley, Kan.
52.36
Colony, Kan.
Yates Center, Kan.
24.71
57.74
Chioopee, Kan.
Ghanute, Kan.
40.57
Benedict Jet. Kan. Madison Jet. Kan.
17.98
Cherryvale Jot. Kan Coffeyville, Kan.
Independence, Kan. Cedar Vale, Kan.
54.79
5.39
Caney, Kan.
Havana, Kan.
Emporia, Kan*
83.23
Moline, Kan.
Strong City, Kan.
Bazar, Kan.
11.68
Neva, Kan.
Kan-Neb. state line, 151.83
Abilene, Kan*
Salina, Kan.
22.56
Manchester, Kan*
Barnard, Kan.
43.56
Florence, Kan.
Ellinwood, Kan.
98.21
Little River, Kan* Holyrood, Kan.
26.30
Newton, Kan.
Winfieia Jet. Kan*
63.96
Wichita, Kan.
Pratt, Kan*
79.77
Kiowa, Kan*
Kan-Okla state line
fD.E.&G. branch?
.91
Hutchinson,
Kinsley, Kan.
98.49
Larned, Kan*
Jetmore, Ken.
46*33
Great Bend, Kan*
Scott City, Kan.
120.07
Mulvane, Kan*
Englewood, Kan.
166.32
Attica, Kan. ~
Medicine Lodge, Kan. 20.98
Hutchinson, Kan*
Kan-Okla state line
(H & Sbranch)
79.67
Wellington, Kan*
Caldwell, Kan.
20.93
Wellington, Kan*
Hunnewell, Kan.
18.31
Kiowa, Kan*
Belvidere, Kan.
50.61 1747.22
Une operated under
trackage rights:
i«C. Terminal Ry.
Chicago Jet.
Kan-Mo s tate line
.13
itohison & Eastern
Bridge Co.
Bridge at Atchison
.15
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it Union Depot Co*
D. Pao. By*
rOTAL

At Atchison, Kan
•IE
Coney, Kan*
Kan-Okla state
line
1*35

1.75
2658.79

In the four years following the issue of the Railroad
Commissioners1 report of 1910 this company built or acquired
157*92 miles of additional road within the state. This gives
the Atchison Topeka and Santa ?e Company a total of 2016.71
miles of road (Juno 30, 1914) in the state of Kunsas. (Roto Bo. 3-b)
Bote Bo. 1. Kansas Railroad Commissioners1 Roport for 1003, Pago 47.
Bote Bo. 2. Blackmar's Kansao History - Subject Railroads, Pago 535.
Bote Bo. 3. Kansas Railroad Commissioners' Roport for 1910, Pago 407.
Bote Bo. 3-a. Kansao Historical Collection, Vol. Zii, pngo 47.
Bote Bo. 3-b. Second Biennial Roport Kansas Public Utilities Com.
Table 14, pago 143.

CONDENSED HISTORY OP PRIHCIPAL RAILROADS OP KANSAS.
II. THE Missouri Paoifio Railway Company.
This road was started as the Paoifio Railroad of Mis
souri* The grouhd was broken at St. Louis in July, 1860,
hut the work was soon stopped on aooount of the war. The
road was opened for traffic in September, 1865 when the first
passenger train reached Kansas City from St. Louis. (Note Ho.5
In February 25, 1865 the Missouri River Railroad Com
pany was chartered by the state of Kansas. This company
built a line of road from Kansas City to Leavenworth during
the years 1865-66 which was opened for traffic in July,
1866. (Hote Ho. 4)
The Leavenworth, Atchison and northwestern Railway
Company was incorporated March 25, 1868 and built a line of
road from Leavenworth to Atohison during the years 1868-69.
This line was opened for traffic in October, 1869.
The Missouri River Railroad Company and the Leaven
worth. Atchison and northwestern Railway Company were consol
idated July 8th, 1880, forming the Kansas City, Leavenworth
and Atchison Railway Company with a line of road extending
from Kansas City to Atchison. (Hote Ho. 4)
The Atchison & Pike's Peak Railroad was incorporated
February 11, 1859. The name of the road was changed Hovember
20, 1866 to the Unioh Paoifio, Central Branch Railroad Com
pany. Work was begun at Atchison June 13, 1860 and was com
pleted to Waterville by January 20, 1868. This road was »
later leased to the Missouri Pacific and eventually incorpor
ated with that company by artioles of consolidation July 8,
1899. (Hote Ho. 5-a)
The Missouri Pacific Railway Company of Kansas was or
ganized June 14, 1881 and built a road from Atohison in a
northwestern direction to the ITebraska state line during the
years 1881-82. (Hote Ho. 4)
"On January 23, 1882 articles of consolidation were
entered Into between the Missouri Pacific Railway Company of
Kansas and the Missouri Pacific Railway Company forming the
present Missouri Paoifio Railway Company". (Hot© Ho. 4)
In 1879 the Missouri Pacific Company extended its line
between Holden, Mo. and Paola, Kansas to Ottawa; Kansas. It
also built a road from Paola to Le Roy which was opened for

118.

traffio in December 1880. The Missouri Pacific Company also
built its line of road from Kansas City to Paola, between tha
years 1686 and 1888, under tha name of the Kansas City &
Southern. This road connected its lines to the south and east
out of Paola. (Note No* 5-a)
On May 29, 1909 the company was reorganized and consol
idated under tho general railroad laws of the states of Kansas
and Missouri. It operates (1910) a total of 2479.44 miles ^
of road within the state as shown by the following table: (Note No.5}
The Missouri and Pacific Railroad System in Kansas in 1910.
ROAD OPERATED, STATE OP KANSAS.
Termini
Name

Prom

To

Miles
of line
for
each
rood
namod.

Milos
of line
for
each
class of
roads
Namod*

; Mn line owned;
St. Louis to Pueblo Mo-Kan state line Kan-Colo state line 445.41
Kan. City to Omaha Mo-Kan state lino Kan-Neb state line
90.39
Kan.City to Virginia Kansas City, Kan. Kan-Nob state line, 129.31
Atohison, Kan.
Lenora, Kan.
291.49
I/Pleasant Hill-Kiowa,Mo-Kan state line Kiowa, Kan.
249.32
Nevada-Lamed,
Mo-Kan state line, Larnod, Kan.
313.21
Coffeyville south, Osawatomie, Kan.
Dosring, Kan.
128#04 1655.38
Coffeyvillo, Kan. Kan-Okln state 11 no
2-.2.1
Branches and spurs:
Council Drove*spur Council Drove, Kan M.K.I."N"Conn,Kan.
.48
Topeka Branch,
Port Soott, Kan.
Topeka, Kan.
131.00
Salina Branch,
Gypsum, Kan.
Marquette, Kan.
42.41
Great Bend, Kan.
Hoisington, Kan.
Great Bend, Kan.
10.01
Atchison extension H.B. Conn Atchison Depot Track Conn,Kan
.01
Seneca spur,
St.J & G.I. Conn
St.J &G.I. Conn.
.08
Leavenworth branch Menozer Jot. Kan. Leavenworth, Kan.
11.61
Washington branch Greenleaf, Kan.
Washington, Kan.
7.00
Prosser branch,
Yuma, Kan.
Prosser, Kan.
32.54
Jewell, Kan.
Johnstown, Kan.
Burr Oak, Kan.
33.40
Stockton, Kan.
Downs, Kan.
Stockton, Kan.
41.85
Madison (West)
LeRoy, Kan.
Madison, Kan.
30.08
Madison (East)
LeRey Monteith Jot
Kan.
LeRoy, Kan.
56.70
LeRoy spur,
Interstate Jet Kan LeRoy, Kan.
.32
Cornell branch,
Port Soott, Kan.
Cornell, Kan.
29.51
Yates branch,
Yates "N"H.3.of Y. Coal Track Conn Kan
.40
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Chetopa Conn.
Chetopa
LicPherson branch,
Groneseo "branch,
Kanopolis branch,
Caney spur,
Coffeyville W. wye
Arkansas City br.
Southwestern br.
Yates Center br.
Caney "Valley br.

E.B.M.X.T. Conn
M.X.T. Conn.
.17
D.LI. & A. Conn.
B.& LI. Orig. Conn.
.81
ElDorado, Kan.
IloPherson, Kan.
62.40
Y/ichita, Kan.
Geneseo, Kan.
86.57
Geneseo, Kan.
Kanopolis, Kan.
14.16
Caney spur Jot.
A.T.&S.P. Conn.
1.53
H.B. Conn.
H.B. Conn.
.20
Dexter
Arkansas City, Kan.
25.07
Oloott
Iuka, Kan.
20.09
Yates Center Jct.H Yates Center Jet.So 10.70
L.& O.K. Jet. Kan. Peru Junction, Kan. 51.78

702.87

ina operate d under
traokage rights:
St.J. & G.I. By.
A.T. & S.P. By.
K.C. Southern By.

St.J. & G.I. Conn Axtell Junotion, Kan 10.77
H.B. Conn.
Soldier's Homo, Kan.
.79
LIo-Kan state line, Pittsburg, Kan.
9.65

21.19

TOTAL

2379.44

Since the above table was prepared the company has
inoreased her mileage within the state only 5.13 miles; so
that the Missouri Pacifio Company today (June 30, 1914) is ^
operating a total of 2384.57 miles of road within Kansas. (Bote Bo.5~b)
Bote Bo. 4.
Kansas
Bote Bo. 5. Kansas
Bote Bo. 5-a. Kansas
Bote Bo. 5-b. Second
Table 14, page 143.

Railway Commissioners1 Report for 1803, page 152.
Railway Commissioners' Report for 1910, page 611.
Historical Collections, Vol. XII, page 50.
Biennial Report, Kansas Public Utilities Com.,

COUDEHSED HISTOBY OP PRINCIPAL RAILROADS OP KANSAS.
III. The Union Pacific Railway Company.
This road was incorporated under the name of the Leav
enworth, Pawnee and 7/estern Railroad Company "by special act
of the territorial Legislature of 1855. "A supplemental act
was passed in 1857 "authorizing this company at any time
within nine years to commence and to continue to construct
"branch roads from any point or points on the main line to the
west or south line of the State." The name of this road was
changed to the Leavenworth, Port Riley and Western Railroad
Company "by an act of the Legislature of 1861. (Note Ho. 6)
In 1863, under the authority of congress the name was again
changed to the Union Pacific, Eastern Division. (Hote Ho. 7-a)
"By an aot of Congress of 1864, this road, under the
name of the Leavenworth, Pawnee and 7/estern Railroad Company,
received a grant of lands to aid in its construction, of
12,800 aores per mile and also $16,000 in bonds per mile,
for 394 miles west from the Missouri river, the total amount
of bonds being $6,304,000. (Note Ho. 6)
Work was begun on this road west from Kansas City on
Sept. 7, 1863 and on Hovember 26, 1864 the road was completed
from Kansas City to Lawrence and on Hovember 28, the first
excursion train ran into Lawrence from Kansas City. By Jan
uary 1, 1866 the road had been extended to. Topeka and regular
train service was established from Kansas City to this point.
The branch between Leavenworth and Lawrence was completed and
ready for traffic by May 1866. (Hote Ho. 7-b)
By an act of Congress, May 31, 1868 the name of this
company was changed to the Kansas Pacific. Later the road
became known as the Union Pacific. (Hote Ho. 6)
Work on the road was continued westward from Topeka
reaching Denver, 638 miles from Kansas City, Sept. 1, 1870.
(Hote 7-o)
"The Denver Pacific, connecting the Kansas Pacific at
Denver with the Union Pacific at Cheyenne, Wyoming Territory,
was constructed by the Kansas Pacific under a oharter dated
Hovember 19, 1867, and the land grant transferred to that
company under the act of March 3, 1869. The road was opened
January 1, 1871.
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On January 26, 1880, a consolidation of the Union Pacific
Railroad Company, the Kansas Pacific Railway Company, and the
Denver Pacifio Railway & Telegraph Company, was affected," under
authority conferred "by Congres s. (Hote Ho. 6)
The present Union Pacific Railroad Company was reor
ganized and incorporated, Jan. 1, 1897, under an act of the
legislature of Utah, approved January 22, 1897, authorizing the
formation of a corporation to "purchase and operate railroads".
(Uote Ho. 7 & Ho. 7-a)
The oompany now (1910) operates in the state 1165.38
miles of road as shown by the following table: (Hote Ho. 7)
The Union Pacific Railway Company.
ROAD OPERATED, STATE OP KAHSAS.
Termini.
Hame-

|KTn line owned:
Kansas division

Prom

To

Miles
of line
for
each
road
Hamed.

Missouri state line Ellis, Kan.
Ellis, Kan.
Kan-Colo line,

Branches and spurs:
Leav. West, branch Leavenworth, Kan.
Leavenworth branch Leavenworth, Kan.
Topeka branch,
Menoken, Kan.
Manhattan branch, Manhattan, Kan.
Junotion City branch Junction City,Kan
Lawrenceburg, Kan.
Enterprise branch, Detroit, Kan.
Solomon branch,
Solomon, Kan.
MoPherson branch, Salina, Kan.
Plainville branch, Salina, Kan.
Colby branch,
Oakley, Kan.

302.07
142.80

444.87

Miltonvale, Kan.
165.33
Lawrenoe, Kan.
31.63
Onaga, Kan.
37.50
Heb-Kan state line, 67.65
Concordia, Kan.
70.86
Belleville, Kan.
17.15
Enterprise, Kan.
1.96
Beloit, Kan.
56.97
MoPherson, Kan.
35.46
Plainville, Kan.
103.35
Plainville, Kan.
122.00

709.86

ine operated under
trackage rights:
Mo. Pacific Ry.Co. Kansas City, Kan.
Leavenworth Jot.Kan
A.T. & S.P. Ry. Co At Valley Palls, Kan.
Leav. Dep.&Rld Co. At Leavenworth, Kan.
TOTAL,

Miles
of line
for
each
class of
roads
named.

19.94
.57
.15

20.66
,1165.39

122.

Since the above table was prepared the Union Pacific
Company has acquired 50.28 miles- of additional road within the
state. This gives the company a total mileage for Kansas of
1215.67 miles at the close of the year ending June 30, 1914.
(Hote Ho. 7-d)
Uote Ho. 6.
Rote Ho. 7.
Hote Ho. 7-a.
Hote Ho. 7-b.
Hote Ho. 7-o.
Hote Ho. 7-d.

Kansas Railway Commissioners1 Report for 1883, page 85.
Kansas Railway Commissioners1 Report for 1910,
Page 489-490.
History of the Union Pacific (Copyright 19094- written
by an officer of the company - page 28 (copy sent to
the author)
Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. XII, page 51.
Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. XII, page 51 says
the Kansas Pacifio reached Denver Aug. 15, 1870.
Second Biennial Report, Kansas Public Utilities Com.Table 14, page 143.
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CONDENSED HISTORY OP TEE PRINCIPAL RAILROADS OP KANSAS.
IV. TEE Chicago, Rook Island and Paoifio Railway Company.
Tha Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railway Company is
a consolidated oompany. It had its origin in the Rook Island
and LaSalle Railroad Company, created hy special oharter gran
ted by the state of Illinois on Peburary 27, 1847. The name
of this company was changed to The Chicago and Rock Island
Railroad Company on February 7, 1851.
The Mississippi and Missouri Railroad Company was incor
porated January 1, 185
3, under the general laws of the state
of Iowa. This road was sold under foreclosure to the Chicago,
Rook Island and Pacific Railroad Company, whioh was incorpor
ated May 28th, 1866, under the general laws of Iowa.
On August 20, 1866, the Chicago and Rook Island Rail
road Company of Illinois, and the Chicago, Rook Island and
Pacific Railroad Company of Iowa were consolidated under the
general laws of the states of Illinois and Iowa, under the
name of the Chicago, Rook Island and Paoifio Railroad Company.
The present Chioago, Rook Island and Paoifio Railway
Company was organized June 2, 1880, under the laws of the
States of Illinois and Iowa. Its lines extend over the states
of Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, South Dakota, Missouri, Kansas,
Nebraska, Colorado and Oklahoma, other roads having been
added from time to time.
The company operates (1910) within the state of Kansas
a total of 1165.64 miles as shown by the following table:
The Chicago Rock Island and Paoifio Railway Company.
ROAD OPERATED, STATE OP KANSAS

Name

Hn line owned:

Prom

State line N.of
Mahaska•
Phillipsburg

Termini

To

Miles
of line
for
each
road
named,

Phillipsburg
St.line W.of Kanorado

115.16
157.75

Miles
of line
for each
class of
roads
named.

124.

St.line S.of Cald
well
296.19
N.W.H.B.of wye at
Horton Junction
Horton
1.38
M.P.
17
2
at
Hering
Jet.line to Caldwal "I
ton,
*57
St.line S.of Liberal
M.P. 172 at Her
267.13
ington,
Herington, center
H.B. stockyards at
of depot,
.94 841.02
Herington,
N.W.H.B.of wye at
St.line E.of DuBois 37.11
Horton,
Belleville,
103.19
MoParland,
Salina,
48.36
Herington,
Dodge City,
86,57 215.23
Bucklin,

ELwood,

ine ope rated under
lease for speci
fied sum:
Choctaw, Oklahoma
<& Gull Ry. Co. St.line N.of
Amorita,
Ine operated under
trackage rights:
Union Pacific
St.line at K.C.
Rid. Co.
St. Joseph' and
Grand Island
St.line W.of St.
Ry. Co.
Joseph,
Leavenworth Term11
Ry.& Bridge Co. State Line,
Atchison Bridge
Co.,
State Line,
ICans.Southwes
tern Ry. Co.
Anthony
A.T.& S.P.Ry.Co. At Atchison,
TOTAL

Anthony,

14.73

North Topeka,

66.65

Elwood,

.21

Leavenworth,

.34

Atchison,

.18

Caldwell
Terminals,

25.70
1.38

14.73

94.66
1165.64

In the four years following the preparation of the above table
The Chicago, Rook Island and Pacific Company added only .89 of a mile
of new road to her system within the state; so that the company's
total mileage in Kansas today (June 30, 1914) is 1166.35 miles.
(Note No. 8-a)
Note No. 8I

Kansas Railway Commissioners Report for 1910, Pages
495-499.
Note No. 8-a. Second Biennial Report, Kansas Public Utilities Com.Table 14, page 143.
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CONDENSED HISTORY OE THE PRINCIPAL RAILROADS OE KANSAS.
V. The Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railway Company.
This company was organized under the name of The Union
Pacific Railway Company. Southern Branch and incorporated
under a general act of the Legislature of Kansas September
25, 1665. This company received a liberal grant of land
from the government"to aid in the construction from the
point where the main line of the Atchison Topeka and Santa
Ee Railroad crosses the Neosho River, down the Neosho valley
to where the Leavenworth, Lawrence & Eort Gibson Railroad
enters the Neosho valley". (Note No. 9-a)
On May 23, 1670, the name was changed to The Missouri,
Kansas and Texas Railway Company. It is a consolidated road
having consolidated with the Labette and Seclalia Railway
Company, May 15, 1870; with the Neosho Valley and Eolden
Railway Company, May 15, 1870; with the Tebo & Neosho Rail
road Company Oct. 11, 1870; and with the Kansas City and
Pacific Railroad Company November 24, 1899. (Note No. 9 8 9-a *
The company operates (1910) a total of 490.43 miles
within the state as follows: (Note No. 9)
ROAD OPERATED, STATE OE KANSAS.
Termini
Name

K.& T. Rly.Co.

;»L.

& S.E.Rld.Co.
'•Pac. Rly.Co.
TOTAL

from

To

Miles
Miles
of line of line
for
for
each
each
class of
road
named.
roads
named.

Parsons,

79.62
Okla. State line
93.80
Parsons,
157.51
Parsons,
Mo. state line,
15.97
Piqua,
15.90
Mo.State line and
branches,
45.79
Okla. state line,
33.53 441.42

Mo.state line,
Iola

Paola,
Piq.ua,

Mo* state line,
Kansas City,
Junction City,
Paola,
Moran,
Cherokee Junction

41.90
7.11

49.01
490.43

126.

Sinoe the preparation of the above table this company has
Increased her mileage within the state 3*81 miles. 'This gives the
Missouri, Kansas and Texas Company a total of 494.24 miles of
road in Kansas (June 30, 1914}
(Note No. 9-b)
Note No. 9.

Kansas Railway Commissioners' Report for 1910,
pages 467-69.
Note No. 9-a. Kansas Railway Commissioners' Report for 1Q83, page 162.
Note No. 9-b. Second Biennial Report, Kansas Public Utilities Commis
sion, Table 14, page 143.

CONDENSED HISTORY OP TEE PRINCIPAL RAILROADS OP KANSAS*
VI. The St* Louis & San Prancisco Railway Company*
On Harch 8, 1865 the Legislature of Kansas granted a charter to
the Kansas & Neosho Valley Railroad* On August 10, 1868,
this roadbecame the Missouri River, Port Scott & Gulf, and
on March 1o, 1879, the Kansas City, Port Scott & Gulf. It
was authorized to "build a railroad from the mouth of the Kaw
River to Galveston. Work was "begun in 1866 at Kansas City,
and the line was opened to Olathe in Deoembar 1868, and to
Port Scott by December of the following year; while Baxter
Springs was reached on May 2, 1870. The Missouri, Kansas
and Texas road which was built from Junction City down the
Neosho Valley succeeded in reaching the Indian territory first,
and, since the government would grant only one road a charter
to cross the territory, the course of the Gulf road was changed
to the southeast* This road was purchased by the St. Louis &
San Prancisco Railway Company in 1898. (Note No. 10)
Through building operations, purchase and lease the
road has acquired control over a total of 629*97 miles of
road within the state (June 30, 1914). (Note No. 11)
Note No. 10. Kansas Historical Collections, Vol* XII, page 51.
Note No. 11. Second Biennial Report, Public Utilities Com.,
Table 14, page 143.

CONDENSED HISTORY 0? TEE PRINCIPAL RAILROADS III KANSAS.
VII. St. Joseph & Grand Island Railway Company.
"The Marysville, or Palmetto & Roseport Railroad was un
doubtedly the first steam railroad undertaking west of the
Missouri River. It was organized by a company of South Car
olinians under a Kansas territorial legislative act of Feb.
17, 1857.
In 1856 a party of Southerners came into Marshall Coun
ty, Kansas, and founded a town called Palmetto, near where
Marysville now stands. The projectors of the road in their
desire to please both factions, blended the names of the two
towns into a title of "The Marysville or Palmetto & R
oseport
Railroad".
A history of "Buchanan County and St. Joseph, Missouri,
published in 1898, states that Roseport was the original name
Of the town later called Ellwood, Kansas, whioh "has since
given away to the tawny and turbulent ourrent of the Missouri
River." A post office, railway station and the name (Elwood)
survive.
Mr. M. Jefferson Thompson was the first president of
this pioneer (west of the Missouri River) railroad. Track
laying began in June, 1860. John Broden
drove the first
spike; Sinclair Miller was the first Superintendent; the first
engine was called "The Albany"
also known——as the "MudCat". It with three flat cars, was ferried across the Mis
souri River from St..Joseph to Ellwood in the spring of 1860,
and with this equipment construction work was started. James
Whitney was the engineer of "The Albany".
On July 19th the line reached Wathena, five miles out.
The event was appropriately oelebrated.
Disturbed political conditions discouraged further pro
gress, and construction was under suspense until the spring of
1862, when the name was changed to "The St. Joseph & Denver
City Railroad Company", and construction recommenced toward
Marysville.
Under a congressional act approved July 23, 1866, "The
Northern Kansas Railroad Company" was organized to "build from
Marysville to the Nebraska line, under the stimulus of a land
grant provided for in the act.

On Aug. 11, 1866 the two lines were consolidated under
the name—unchanged
of "The St. Joseph & Denver City Rail
road Company",
.
In 1874 the property was placed In the hands of a
receiver and sold under foreclosure in 1875; then reorganized
as two companies, The St. Joseph & Paoific Railroad,w between
Elwood and Marysville and the "Kansas & Nebraska Railroad,"
Marysville to Hastings, Nebraska.
In March 1877 these two companies were reincorporated
as the St. Joseph and Western Railroad Company."
The St. Joseph and Western road and the Eastings & Grand
Island railroad were sold in June 1885, and consolidated into
the "St. Joseph and Grand Island Railway" and have so been
operated, independently since." (Note No. IS)
This company is today (June 50, 1914) operating a tot
al of 145.15 miles of road within the state. (Note No. 131
Note No. 12. History of the Union Paoific ( Copyright 1909written by an officer of the company, page 56-58
(copy sent to the author)
Note No. 15. Second Biennial Report, Kansas Publio Utilities
Com., Table 14,. page 143.
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APPENDIX C.

STATISTICAL DATA ON MILEAOE, EQUIPMENT,
CAPITAL, TRAFFIC AND INCOME.

STATISTICAL DATA OH ULLAGE, E^UIPLEHT,.CAPITAL, TRAFFIC AHD
IDCCLE.
A survey of the state's railway history shows that
most of the mileage now in existence had "been built prior to
1890.

Only 696.82 miles were added from 1890 to 1915.

This does not mean that the railroads made no farther
progress during this period.

Their later development Cchief-

ly has been*along the line of improved road beds, improved
and increased equipment, additions to the number and size
of trains run and to the amount of traffic carried, while
at the same time substantial reductions have been made in
the rates and fares charged.
the following tables:

These facts are set forth in

132.
TABLE HO. 1.
.
RAILROAD EQUIPLSHT. ALL ROADS IH KAHSAS. EHTIR^
Compiled from State Railroad Commissioners1 Reports,
inclusive and State Public Utilities Commissioners1
•

1890

Locomotives.
924
Passenger,
2134
Preight,
481
Switching,
3539
Total,
Equipped with Tr. Brake,2704
"
"Automatic
coupler,
Passenger Cars.
1096
First Class,
Second Class,
122
Combination,
200
Emigrant,
36
Dining,
33
Parlor,
31
Sleeping,
169
Baggage, Express.Postal, 615
Others,
112
Total,
2414
Equipped with Tr.Brake, 2399
Equipped with automatic
coupler,
2344
Freight Cars,
Box Cars,
51722
Flat Cars,
8184
Stock Cars,
13172
Coal Cars,
19448
Tank Cars,
4
Refrigerator Cars,
1323
Others,
1178
Total,
95031
Equipped with Tr.Brake,41157
Equipped with Automatic
Coupler,
7992

_>rTi
LIRE.
1890 «o 1910
Report for 1914.

1895

1900

1905

1910

1914

1683
1684
538
4146
3081

1087
3065
801
4943
4119

1589
3847
1054
6490
6092

2110
4456
1176
7742
7063

2246
5117
1590
8953

4019

4119

* 6092

7063

1313
186
359
23
53
51
172
717
75
2948
• 2970

1627
199
588
44
90
55
79
812
88
3582
3559

1304
1159
712

2116
74©
754

112
16
59
1097
71
4530
4490

124
45

230
31

1401
125
5315
5295

1939
211
6549

2961

3571

4525

5295

63914
10061
14890
24466
29
2181
1203
116744
49839

96373
9516
17765
36038
940
4576
2112
167320
130629

114265
11263
18676
47207
1070
9774
1968
204223
182573

2463
871
804

130141 163829
10274 11398
22184 23980
56482 69669
2534
3384
4031
5851
4712
8170
230358 286281
223604

25641 203767 201142 223604

Total Cars Owned,

100895 123118
169934 202092 235221 291453
Total Cars Leased,
13250
7265 8846 18757 22470 28096
Cars in Company Service,
3426 7878 12096 . 22028 26719
GRAUD TOTAL E^UIPMEHT, 117684 130383 178780 220849 257701 319549
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STATISTICAL TABLE OP MILEAGE, CAPITAL, OPERATION & INCOME
AND TRAPPIC.
TABLE NO. 2.
ATCHISON, TOPEKA AND SANTA PE RAILROAD COMPANY.-ENTIRE SYSTEM (Note)
Mileage.
Owned-Miles All Tracks,
Operated,"
"
"

-

-

-

-

-

5,258.15
5,400.08

Capital*
Total Capital Obligations, 310,987,679.00
59,143.90
Per Mile, all Traok,
97,644,475.00
Capital Stock, Outstanding
Funded Debt, Sue. Notes
213,343,204.00
for Outside Obi.
Operation and Income.
20,839,293.96
Total Operation, Revenue,
12,616,473.17
"
"
Expenses,
956,278.62
Tax Accruals,
7,004t542.17
Net Operating Income,
726,444.84
Net Corporation "
.744
Per Cent on Capital Stock
Per Cent on Net Corp. Income
(Plus Int. on Funded Debt)
2.509
on Total Cap. Obi.
Dividends Declared per oent
on Capital Stock,
Traffic.
15,064,274.87
Freight Revenue,
4,598,497.30
Passenger Revenue,
No. Passengers Carried
211,708,847.
1 Mi.
Ave. Rate per Passenger
.02172
per Mi.
No. Tons Freight Carried
1,329,644,964.
1 Mi.
Ave. Rate per Ton per
.01129
Mi.
9.
Ave. Tons per Loaded Car,
151.
"
"
» Train,

1

8

9

5

1900

1905

1910

1914

5,294.29
5,470.78

5,839.14
5f 919.77

6,073.59
6,555.14

9,468.31
10,597.33

10,724.40
13,391,13

334,677,729.48
63,214.80
102,000,000.00

401,622,710.00
68,781.00
216,199,500.00

458,878,800.00
75,717.00
216,199#500.00

575,652,182.71
60 f797.00
279,692,230.00

623,161,378.60
58,107.00
309,985,230.00

232,677,729.48

185,423,210.00

243,679,300.00

295,959,962.71

313,176,148.50

19,787,623.05
15,096,208.56
1f249,319.24
3,442,094.25
D 4,433,379.77
D
4.346

30,650,463.09
17,000,220.78
1,215,869.11
12,434,373.20
11,793^144.98
5.455,

41,048,753.83
26,515,255.52
1,344,798.68
13t188 s699.63
11s742 f451.63
5.431

86,971,313.00
55,945,464.52
3,499,836.04
27,576,012.44
20,425,784.26
7.303

93,540 ,268.19
62,172,701.00
4,733,4*0.87
28,594,126.32
20,171,243.59
6.507

1.435

4.254

4.643

5.574

6.263

1.451

4.526

5.490

5.613

13,960,992.84
3,995,287.10
182,806,969.
.02186
1,327,300,970.
.010151
9.
115.

(Note) Compiled from Statistics prepared by IT. G. Powell for the
Interstate Commerce Commission in the Western Advance Rate
Case - Found in the Public Utilities Commission Office,
Topeka, Kans.

22,378,211.88
6,128,644.18
B£7 ,829,557.
.02240
2 j|39Q ,466,130•
.00930
9.27
215.78

28,274,266.96
9,636 f209.23
419,374,567.
.02144
2,942,137,001.
.00959

10.01

265.

59,108,498.96
21,158 #345.63
1,054,338,903.
.02007
5,653,776,700.
.01036

10.10

298.39

61,771,957.16
24,633,111.34
1,146,808,853.
.02148
5,893,379,432.
.01057

10.98
357.15
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STATISTICAL TABLE OF LIILEAGE, CAPITAL, OPERATION & INCOME
AND TRAFFIC.
TABLE NO. 3.
UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. - ENTIRE SYSTEM (Note)

Mileage.
Owned, Miles all tracks,
n
,T
Operated, n

I9t+.

2,312.74
2,312.74

2,431.38
2,445.74

3,735.35
3,811.29

4,063.54
4,063.54

5,145.88
5,176.04

5,660.83
5,720.97

196,656,443.30

294,102,300.00

395,597,000.00

570,7 80,350.00

513,755,965.00

80,882.50
60,868,500.00

78,713.80
194,602,300.00

97,352.90
264,411,000.00

99,260.00
316,121,700.00

90,736.20
321,835,100.00

135,787,943.30

99,560,000.00

131,186,000.00

194,958,650.00

191,920,865.00

14,123,302.21
9,017,111.90
623,814.59
4,582,367.72
147,863.68

22,558,733.65
12,356,065.82
782,836.32
9,419,811.67
6,137,810.84

34,556,873.87
18,525,697.41
879,206.14
15,151,971.82
15,031,010.15

53,593,233.16
27,817,413.83
1,744,966.72
24,010,852.61
40,877,415.51

52,021,375.47
30,570,187.22
2,263,265.13
19,187,923.12
33,420,198.22

20,425,950.82
11,700,547.08
601#799.66
8,123,624.08
5,400,964.04
7.565

2,475

Traffic.
Freight Revenue,
14,653,720.26
16,304,049.16
Passenger
"
2,301,166.74
4,241,441.71
No. ,r
Carried 1 Mi.
207,358,021.
117,210,958.
Ave. Rate Per Passgr.
.01962
Per Mile£,
.01946
No. tons Freight 1 Mi. 2,218,088,313.
1,147,734,425.
Ave. Rate Per Ton per Mi.
.01138
.00971
11.26
" Tons per Loaded Car,
10.69
tr
210.78
Train,
203.31
.243
Per Cent Income on Cap. St.
8*873
(Note)

1910

1895

Capital.
Total Cap. Obliga
142,409,085.00
tions ,
Per Mile Owned-All
tracks,
61,576.00
Cap. Stock, Ontstand.
60,868,500.00
Funded Debt. (Sue.
Notes for Outside Obi.) 81,540,585.00
Operation and Income.
Total Operating Rev.
n
"
Ex.
Tax Accruals,
Net Operating Income,
fr
Corporation "
Per Cent of Net Corp.
Income (Plus Int. On
Fd. Debt) on Cap. Obis.
Div. Declared, per cent
on Cap. Stock,

190S

1890

Compiled from Statistics prepared by U. G. Powell for the
Interstate Commerce Commission in the Western Advance Rate
Case - Found in the Public Utilities Commission Office,
Topeka, Kans.

ISOO

4.090

5.463

9.582

8.049

3.753

4.193

8.125

30.383

16,698,919.00
3,960,930.25
201,215,448.
.01968
I.,572,180,538.
7
.01060
12.52
238.50
4.182

25,984,279.39
6,103,577.61
323,154,453.
.01859
2,867,865,458.
.00897

16.16

297.90

37,581,138.81
10,912,416.58
564,584,052.
.01933
3,681,158,692.

.01011

16.56
431.65

36,178,304.35
10,616,226.16
526,995,750. ~
.02014
3,801,268,223.
.00942
16.40
431.01
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STATISTICAL TABLE OF MILEAGE, CAPITAL, OPERATION & INCOME
AND TRAFFIC

TABLE NO. 4.
MISSOURI PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY.-ENTIRE SYSTEM (Note)
1890
Mileage.
Owned-Kiles all tracks
it
Operated n
"

I90S-

*9 to

/ 9 / j t

3,769.98
3f 796.76

4,247.71
4,307.38

4,765.50
4,823.28

4,895.25
4,986.29

101,448,575.00
27,120.00

112,570,150.00
29,860.00

168,753,875.00
39,357.00

270,773,000.00
56,820.00

295,955,585.00
60,457.00

54,012,000.00

62,138,000.00

90,976,000.00

187,122,000.00

212,843,000.00

12,842,606.86
9,100,505.93
699,363.83
3,497,360.51
2,169,688.26
4.826

10,492,186.81
8,493.632.86
621,611.21
1,534,046.99
1,731,329.73
3.650

14,167,714.40
10,475,205.74
655t484.69
3,263t442.59
1,162 t648.46
2.307

20,715,328.06
15,503,443.14
770,168.29
4,544,742.65
4,367,292.09
5.600

23,426,679.08
18,063,751.15
907,504.99
4,150,418.69
2,185,016.27
2.625

26,696,013.84
21,892,703.31
1,170,179.61
3,288,522.00
3f979,447.49
D
1.178

5.627

1.532

3.821

4.816

2.870

2.257

5.000

3,956

Traffic.
9,446,715.29
Freight Revenue,
2,631,456.63
Passenger Revenue,
132,255,361.
No. ,f
Carried 1 Mi.
Ave. ratejfc: per passenger
.01990
per mile.
No. Ton Freight carried
888,726,316.
1 Mile,
.01040
Ave. Rate per Ton per Mi.
11.70
Ave. Tons per Loaded Car,
w
f?
159.60
"
Train,
(Note)

i860

3,740.61
3,620.90

3,589.00
3,628.00

Capital.
Total Cap. Obligations,
89,350,860.00
Per Mile Owned, all tracks
28,813.00
Cap. Stock Outstanding, Fund
ed Debt. (Sue. Notes for
Outside Obi)
44,376,000.00
Operation and Income.
Total Operating Rev.
**
»
Ex.
Tax Accruals,
Net Operating Income,
n
Corp. Income,
Per Cent on Capital Stock,
Per Cent on Net Corp. Inc.
(Plus Int. on Fd. Debt)
on Total Corp. Oblg.
Div. Declared, Per cent on
Capital Stock,

1895

10,331,917.94
2,689,229.71
131,819,346.

14,523,265.32
4,785,867.82
272,172,396.

19,453,294.91
4,778,778.76
238,444,354.

20,042,110.60
4,834,431.25
259,469,924.

.02136

.02040

.01769

.02004

.01869

662,974,794.
.01075
11.15
145.90

,1,175,193,186
.00861
13.04
189.72

1,650,585,054
.00874
15*29
219.62

2,145,788,294
.00878
16.35
239.86

2,588,847,411

7,264,733.17
2,111,272.08
98 f864,700.

Compiled from Statistics prepared by U. 0. Powell, for the
Interstate Commerce Commission in the Western Advance Rate
Case - found in the Public Utilities Commission Office at
Topeka, Kansas.

.00816

17.54
329.34
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STATISTICAL TABLE OP MILEAGE, CAPITAL» OPERATION & INCOME
AND TRAFFIC.
TABLE NO. 5.
CHICAGO, ROCK ISLAND AND PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY,-ENTIRE SYSTEM
(Note)
1890
Mileage.
Owned.-Miles all Traoks,
,f
Operated, " rt
I

Capital.
tions,
Total Capital Obligat
Per Mile, all Traoks,
Capital Stock Outstand.
Funded Debt. Sue. Notes
for Outside Obi.

7657.90
8423.47

8626.38
9531.59

.
10351.81

108,886,000.00
28,012.35
46,156 f000.00

117,081,000.00
28,004.65
50,000,000.00

232,196,000.00
26,300.00
75,000,000.00

277,346,772.50
30,460.00
74,996,772.50

310,241,122.60
30,240.00
74,995,122.50

62,712,000.00

67,081,000.00

167,196,000.00

202,350,000.00

235,246,000.00

077.97
996.77
128.34
552.86
878.89

15,967,313.61
10,775 #888•91
847,238.47
4,344,186.23
1,933,205.66

23,055,600.49
14,293,227.44
900,288.45
7,862,084.60
4,667,877.65

41 i 761,143.57
28,586,613.18
1,572,864.09
11,607,666.33
4,930,592.80

62.445.286.17
46,036,926.02
2,746,908.97
13.861.451.18
4,866,177.02

65,848,258.07
49,077,548.02
3,200,577.40
13,129,732.65
395,914.53

4.300

4.188

9.336

6.574

6.489

5.279

4.812

4.823

6.500

4.531

4.662

3.330

4.000

2.500

3.999

6.248

4.991

2.496

16,348,290.92
5i 540,740.41
268,482,327

27,936,250.58
11,418,213.01
534,873,466

39,859,704.54
18,373,516.18
975,426,329

42,929,177.41
18,186,008.80
954,616,908

.02064

.02135

.01884

.01905

656,438,420
.00987
11.99
181.84

3,010,400,436
.00931
13.98

4,301,601,170
.00917
15.00
257.83

4,940,743,852
.00857
15.94
306.07

3728.80
4081.44

96,893,QQQ/00
39,141.45
46,156,000.00
50,737,000.00

Traffic.
Freight Revenue,
12,293,175.70
Passenger "
4,356,966.95
No. Passenger Car. 1 Mi.
202,772,606
Average rate per Passenger
per mile,
.02149
No. Tons Freight Carried
1 Mi.
1,235,257,872
Ave. Rate Per Ton Per Mi.
.00995
Ave. Tons per Car per Mi.
10.21
Ave Tons per Train,
143.03
(Note)

1914

3809.09
4630.34

1698.17
4100.65

Operation and Income.
Total Operation, Rev.
17,513
n
"
Expen. 11,619
Tax Aooruals,
742
Net Operating Income,
5,150
Net Corporation "
1,984
Per Cent on Capital Stock
Outstanding,
Per Cent on Net. Corp.
Income (Plus Int. On Fd.
Debt) on Total Cap. Obi.
Dividends Declared per cent on
Capital Stock,

1910

1895

10,749,265.05
4,104,900.41
191,151,995
.02147
991,679,812
.01083
9.34
110.52

Compiled from Statistics prepared by U. G. Powell for the
Interstate Commerce Commission in the Western Advance Rate
Case - found in the Public Utilities Commission Office,
Topeka, Kansas.
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STATISTICAL TABLE OF MILEAGE, CAPITAL, OPERATION & INCOME
AND TRAFFIC.
TABLE NO. 6.
MISSOURI, KANSAS & TEXAS RAILROAD COM?ANY.-ENTIRE SYSTEM (Rote)

Mileage.
Owned-Miles All Tracks,
Operated n fr
"
Capital.
Total Capital Obligations,
Per Mile Owned, all tracks
Capital Stock Outstanding,
Funded Debt, Ino. notes for Out
side Oblig.

1890

1895

1790.67
1995.02

1890.99
2358.01
128,336,500.00
80,580.00
63,012,500.00
65,335,000.00

Operation and Income.
Total Operating Revenue, fine.
11,438,535.03
8,510,982.32
Outride Op.)
,r
Tt
7t558 t821.26
6
306
041.75
Total Operating Exp.
f
t
225,282.91
164,654.27
Tax Accruals,
3,123,179.25
1,797,969.89
Net Operating Inoome,
Per cent of Net Corp® Income,
IPlus Int. on Funded Debt)
1.95
on Total Capital Oblig.
Per cent on Capital Stock,
.36
Outstanding,
Dividend Declared per cent on
Capital Stock,
224.,739.71
1,693,654.89
Net Corporation Income
Traffic.
8,916,337.56
6,182,490.31
Freight Revenue,
1,970,905.09
1,757,665.63
Passenger Revenue,
No. Passengers carried
64,105,837.00 83,918,812.00
1 Mi.
Ave. Rate per passenger
.02348
.02740
per mi.
No. Tons Freight carried
555,966,783.00 811,324,553.00
per Mi.
.01107
.OHIO
Ave. rate per Ton per mi.
10.65
3.41
Ave. Tons per loaded car,
144.13
44.06
"
»
»
Train,
(Note)

1910

24X0.29
2336.35

3377.41
3651.59

3919.86

5045.12

144.716,500.00
72,500.00

170,753,200.00
61,685.00

188,515,700.00
68,101.00

217,109,500.00
59,130.00

71 193 500.00
73*523*,000.00

90,530,000.00

3,926,800.00
112,214,500.00

300.00
140,783,500.00

12,529,655.75
8,228,991.19
291,339.18
3,549,750.72

19,810,419.48
14,233,503.58
369,283.56
4,720,652.63

27,061,115.79
19,599,579.43
1,012,917.82
5,622,540.00

31,917,910.55
23,226,818.94
1,499,520.89
6,788,227.60

2^44

3^01

3.20

3.11

.64

1.58

1.37

.71

450,860.53

1,267,190.80

.68
1,041,463.18

.34
539,226.74

9,818,386.93
2,152,768.30

13,937,424.11
4,935,591.65

17,203,350.37
7^681,744.92

20,368,277.17
9,105,241.86

9,473,315.00

238,600,721.00

361,492,474.00

404,034,141.00

.02125

.02254

.02272
1,176,879,464.00
.00840
13.06
197.11

Compiled from Statistics prepared by U. G. Powell for
the Interstate Commerce Commission in the Western Advance
Rate Case—found in the Public Utilities Commission Office,
Topeka, Kansas.

f

1914

1905

.02069
273,144,491.00 1,622,
.OHIO
13.39
204.94

,439.00 1,850,591,630.00
.01054
.01093
14.03
14.94
216.21
361.01

/«??.

STATISTICAL TABLE OP MILSAOE, CAPITAL, OPERATION & INCOME*
AND TRAPPIC.
TABLE NO. 7.
, ^ ,
ST. LOUIS & SAN PRANCISCO RAILROAD COMPANY.-ENTIRE SYSTEM (Note)
1890
Mileage.
Owned-Miles all tracks,
n
Operated "
"

1149.52
1518.03

Capital.
tions,
57,952,800.00
Total Capital 0"bliga
681227.04
per Mile Owned-all tracks,
Cap. Stock Outstanding,
Funded Debt, Sue. notes for
31,593,600.00
Out. Ok.,
Operation and Income.
6,312,468.06
Total Operating Revenue,
,f
TT
3,388,497.76
Expenses,
165,534.51
Tax Accruals,
2,749,153.12
Net Operating Income,
445,148.64
Net Corporation Income,
1.688
Per cent on Cap. Stock,
Per cent of Net Corp. Inc.
(Plus Int. on Pd. Debt) on
1.77
Total Obligations,
• Dividend Declared Per cent
on Cap. Stock,
Traffic.
Preight Revenue,
Passenger Revenue,
No. Passenger Carried
1 Mi.
Ave. Rate per Passenger
per Mi.
No. Tons Preight Carried
1 Mi.
Ave. rate per ton per Mi.
Ave. tons per loaded car,
"
"
" Train,
(Note)

1900

1895
1162.87
1543.47

1905

1910

1582.54
1676.36

2696.16
5913.21

4365.03
6126.03

4415.43
6280.35

45,014,225.00

114,159,916.30

273,237,843.20

291,329,082.38

7,892,124.44
4,525,139.84
227,479.39
3,040,657.01
974,258.77
2.135

28,603,619.66
18,059,009.44
414,174.18
9,996,861.34
1*295,227.85
2.59

39,131,058.27
26,885,491.61
946,288.31
11,407,113.80
904,204.60

1.81

42,458,879.82
31,073,710.39
1,415,348.26
10,567,987.07
D 2,213,548.51
D
4.57

5,431,492.92
1,833,566.79

19,090,823.18
7,375,636.55

26,614,333•34
10,166,718.38

29,135,177.45
10,830,575.28

375,074,212

458,674,245

506,024,060

68,800,483.40
69,326.67
42,041,183.40
5,920,746.^0
3,300,856.26
209,798.94
2,140,765.00
D 486,925.39
D
1.824
.70

4,601,282.46
1,290,044.05

4,249,330.48
l#165s147.96

52,406,993

48,724,695

2.461 cts.

2.391 cts.

375,518,855
1.239 cts.
9.57
123.78

338,956,712
1.273 cts.
9.30
129.45

Compiled from statistics prepared by U. 0. Powell for the
Interstate Commerce Commission in the Western Advance Rate
Case Pound in Public Utilities Commission Office at Topeka,
Kansas.

88,228,897
2.080 cts.
621,615,596
1.058 cts.
12.59
154.06

2*269 ots.
1,937,352,715
.985 ots.
15.69
203.34

2.195 ots.

2.140 cts.

2,722,839,535
.963 cts.
17.17
227.32

2,910,696,677
.984 ots.
17.85
303•56

