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JOURNALISM IN TERRITORIAL KANSAS 



Chapter 10 

THE SOUTHERN PRESS AND TERRITORIAL KANSAS 

Like the story of any lost cause, the annals of which are 

mostly written by the victors, the relation of the Southern 

press to Kansas and Kansas journalism in Territorial days 

probably never will be fully or justly told. The South has 

had no friends to set down the merits, if there were any, of 

the story of its journalistic endeavors in the disturbed 

Territory! only the violence and the passions of its repre

sentatives in and toward Kansas are remembered, and, at that, 

only faintly now, after fifty years. It is not to be wondered 

at, however, that no one has seen fit to perpetuate the work 

done by the pro-slavery press to make Kansas a slave state; 

for with the failure of an ignoble cause dies any inspiration 

there might have been to preserve its fame, and the story is 

soon lost. , 

It is difficult, then, with the few records that remain--

most of them infamous ones--justly to estimate the influence 

of the Southern press on Territorial journalism. Certainly 

the pro-slavery sheets pattered after the crusading journals 
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of the North, working for opposite ends, of course, not with 

an inspiration like that of the Republican idea, but under 

the passions of sectional hatred and long-cumulated resentment, 

At the time that the New York Tribune was leading the Northern 

crusade, tho Southern papers were attempting a counter move, 
(1) 

the principal theme of which became Colonel Buford's scheme 

to organize pro-slavery emigration somewhat after the manner 

of the Emigrant Aid Company, But the South had no New York. 

Tribunej there were fewer men to contribute money freely'to 

assist Southern men to-Kansas} and then, too, the fruits 

of the agitation of the slave press were as a rule completely 

lost when Southern emigrants reached Kansas: nins out of ten 

of them are said to have voted with the free-state men. No 

wonder the Southern press has left little impress on Kansas 

Journalism, Nevertheless, it too sent correspondents to the 

Territory, men who for the most part have been lost sight of# 

Only the most violent and daring of them wrote and performed 

boldly enough in those troublous times to live in the memories 

of the free-soil historians; and unquestionably they were no 

match for the Northern free-lance writers who had rare ability 

coupled with high inspiration. 

That the pro-slavery papers watched Kansas rather closely 

is doubtless true; but it is a question if, at first, the 



371 

orthodox Southern press was as eager to stimulate emigration 

to Kansas as was the Northern press. For one thing, the South 

was probably more concerned over the successful enactment of 

the principles of the Kansas-Nebraska bill into law than it 
(2) 

was over colonizing Kansas, As a matter of fact, some of th® 

pro-slavery papers were at the time disposed to drop the agi

tation once the bill passed] but events showed that the Kansas 

question was one that could not be avoided; so the Southern 

press took hold of it, perforce, and lacking the coherence 

and enthusiastic aggressiveness of the free-soil papers, 

lapsed into abuse and angry discussion more than working 

effectively to advance any one plan. Indeed, the pro-

slavery papers that were most active concerning Kansas were 

not in the South proper, but in Missouri; it is doubtful 

if there were a half dozen special writers from the entire 

South in Kansas. Certainly there were few others than H. Clay 

Pate of the Missouri Republican, J.H.Danforth, a farmer who 

represented the Charleston, South Carolina, Mercury, Martin F. 

Conway, of the Baltimore Sun, G.Douglas Brewerton of the New 

Yonk Herald, and possibly P.H.Carey of the New York Times. 

Moreover, three of the five were virtually Northern corres

pondents, qne of whom (Conway) immediately wrote himself out 

of a job and fled to the free-state ranks for safety. 
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The fact has been noted that the press of Missouri, while 

very actively interested in Kansas affairs, was well divided 

on the Kansas question during the Territorial period. Once the 

way had been paved by the Missouri Democrat, an ardent supporter 

of free soil, many a Missouri paper that might have said nothing 

for freedom in Kansas raised its voice under the Democrat's 

able leadership, and in no small degree helped to counteract 

the unprincipled agitation of the pro-slavery papers of , 

Missouri. Such a paper was the Parkvillo Luminary, destroyed 

by a mob for protesting against the election frauds of March 

30, 1855* The following- papers in Missouri opposed mob-law and 

denounced the invasion of Kansas: The Booneville Observer, 

Independence Messenger, Jefferson City Ipouirer, Missouri 

Democrat, St. Louis Intelligencer, Columbia Statesman, Weston 

Reporter, Glasgow Times, Fulton Telegraph, Paris Mercury, and 
(3) 

Hannibal Messenger. The St, Louis Hews of May 12, 1855, showed 

* its position by saying: 

"We understand and believe that David R. Atchison is at 
the bottom of all the troubles that have afflicted Kansas, 
and is the chief instigator of the meetings, mobs, and' cabals, 
threats and excitements, which threaten to plunge the border-* 
into a wild fratricidal strife." (4) 

The Border Times, at Platte, Missouri, appeared in Feb-

.ruary, 1854, edited by a committee of Union men, opposed 

secession, and advocated union, liberty, and equality; but it 
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did not avail much in its fierlly pro-slavery neighborhood* In 

1058 tho Kansas City Journal of Commerce was founded, a Douglas 

paper, but fairly calm on Kansas matters. Of all of these tho 

St. Louis Intelligencer was probably second only to the Democrat 
t 

in favoring the cause of free Kansas. It was "filled from 

day to day with constant and bitter attacks on the pro-slavery 

leaders in Missouri..August 30, 1855, it published a lengthy 

article on * The Suicide of Slavery,1" which was highly pro-

phetic in the light of later events. 

A number of Missouri papers, then, tended to offset the 

efforts of orthodox Southern journalism in the Kansas fight. 

They were ably opposed on their own ground, however, by a 

strong group of newspapers, most of which closely Imitated the 

Squatter Sovereign in violence, bitterness and incendiarism. 

They were led by the St. Louis Republican, which maintained 

the most famous of the pro-slavery correspondents in Kansas, 

H.Clay Pate. Its files during this period probably give a 

better account of the pro-slavery side of the Kansas struggle 

than any other source. It was the ideal for a large following. 

Among these were the Glasgow Times, which on June 22, 1854, 

said:- 11A determined effort is to be made to introduce slavery 

into Kansas, while there is a general disposition to let 
(5) 

Nebraska be free." The Platte Argus held similar views. Indeed 
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the ring of all these border papers was so like that of the 

Squatter Sovereign that their inspiration was undoubtedly 

the same. The Democratic Platform said in 1854:-"We are in 

favor of making Kansas a slave state, if it should require half 

the citizens of Missouri, musket in hand, to ©migrate there, 

and even sacrificing their lives in accomplishing so desirable 

an end." The Western Champion responded, "Them's our senti:- i. 

(6) 
msnts." Similarly spoke the Ritchfield Enterprise, whose , 

editor "missed an issue of his paper and apologized by saying 

that he was over in the Territory working for the advancement 

of the pro-slavery cause. In his zeal he said, 'We do not 

intend to make a threat, but will say to the Eastern and 

Northern Abolitionists and free-soilers, that we have in 

Missouri one hemp factory employed to make suitable ropes for 
(7) 

hanging negro slaves, and by hell we will use them.1" The 

Western Argus felt the same. It is interesting to note, however 

that while these and many others like them, and especially r~. 

the Star of Empire, which H. Clay Pate edited for a short 

time, were not slow to start the fires of rebellion on the 

border, they were the first to suffer when the Civil War broke 

out. Then the border was occupied and re-occupied by Union 

troops for four years, and the destruction of pro-slavery 

papers that occurred in western Missouri alone during the Civil 
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War period far exceeded all th© damage ever wrought on the press 

in Kansas. Such were the rewards of pro-slavery journalism 

along the Missouri border. . 

The story of all but one or two pro-slavery correspondents 

in Kansas is quickly told. For the most part these men were 

not special writers, but in their various roles of legislators 

or supporters of the Lecompton movement they sent letters South 

just as others wrote North. The two Stringfellows, Ben. F. , 

and Dr. John H., the latter an activo member of the Bogus 

Legislature and editor of the Squatter Sovereign, were active 

correspondents and likewise sent various calls South for aid. 

They were among the first, however, to see that the South had 

lost in Kansas; for early in 1858 Stringfallow, who had already 

sold out the Squatter Sovereign, wrote the Washington Union 

advising against the admission of Kansas under the Lecompton 

constitution, saying that to do so would "break down the 

Democratic party at the North and seriously endanger the peace 

and interest of Missouri and Kansas, if riot of the whole 
(8) 
Union." Th© slavery question in Kansas, he said, was settled 

against the South by immigration. P.H.Carey, fresh from the 

New York Times, came to Kansas with the Governor Walker party, 

probably as reporter and secretary, and covered the Lecompton 

constitutional convention. Hiram Hoover was, in January, 1857, 
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a Territorial representative of the Richmond, Indiana, Jeffer-

senian. J.H.Danforth, a member of the Lecompton constitutional 

convention, and ordinarily a farmer, reported for the Charles-

town, South Carolina, Mercury, one of the strong papers of the 

entire South, in the Emporia News of November 21, 1867, Hinton 

drew the following unflattering portrait of him; 

"J.H.Danforth, of Georgia, as manager of: the fire-eaters, 
deserves a few words. He is a tall man, with a compact, well 
knit frame, seemingly capable of great endurance—about forty 
years of age, but looks older. His face is one of sternness ' 
and command. He Has dark hair, slightly grey, a full, rounded 
but not high forehead, and an eye that seems fitted to read 
men® s character end to be obeyed. He is a quiet man, speaking 
little, but showing consummate skill as a wire-worker and 
manager. His politics are of the most ultra Southern school. 
He is correspondent of the Charleston (B.C.)Mercury, and will 
bo a 'man of mark* wherever he may be. He is a farmer by 
profession and resides in or near Westport, Missouri, though 
elected to the Territorial Legislature by the fraudulent 
Oxford returns. He may be summedup as a man of principles, 
such as they are, devoted to their maintenance, and entirely 
unscrupulous in his mode of advancing them. Sharp, shrewd, 
talented and persevering, he is a dangerous foe and a devoted 
partizan. He voted steadily for non-submission." 

In addition, occasional letters were written to various 

papers in Charleston, Richmond, New Orleans and outher Southern 

cities by such "pro-slavery celebrities as Gen. Atchison.. 
(9) 

James N. Burns, and Col. 8am B. Young, 1 the latter also 

representing Democratic journals in the East. J.Bernard,—too, 

wrote for the Missouri Republican at times. According to the 

Burlington Register of February 21, 1860, D. Scully, formerly 
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an editor in New Orleans, became the Lawrence correspondent of 

the Leavenworth Herald, and far making charges against the 

legislature was refused admittance to that body in the winter 

of 1859-1860• Plainly, however, there could be little vigor 

or personality in the correspondence of these men in comparison 

with the glowing epistles of Realf, Redpath, or Kagi. 

One of the best known of Kansas correspondents has been 

reserved for classification with the Southern reporters, though 

he can hardly be called either Southern or Northern; he was 

probably the only correspondent of the times who was anything 

like "neutralThis man was G.Douglas Brewerton, who came 

to Kansas for the New York Herald in the fall of 1855, stayed 

a few weeks, and early in 1856 published his letters in book 

form under the title, "War in Kansas; A Rough Trip to the Border 

Among New Homes and Strange People." James Redpath has charac

terized this book as "the most skilfull presentation of the 

pro-slavery version of the beginning of the Kansas troubles." 

According to Hinton, the book was the "result of two or three 

months1 industrious * interviewing,1 and the effect of his 

letters in the New York Herald, from which it was mainly made. 
(10) 

was decidedly advantageous to the free-state cause." Brewerton 

apparently was a soldier, writer, preacher, artist, traveler, 

and 11 probably the ablest professional writer on the anti-free 
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state side." At least, Hinton believed that this estimate, 

while perhaps unfair to Brewerton1s personal position, certainly 

represented the paper that sent him to Kansas, In general, then 

Brewerton may be classed as neutral, but he worked outsido 

the ranks of the free-soil coterie. Later he ceased to be 

classed with the pro-slavery writers, too, when, in the surrmer 

of 1857, he. was driven from a convention in Lecompton for 

advocating the idea of making Kansas a free Democratic state. 

If this was true, he was probably a Douglas Democratic corres

pondent, and as such stood practically alone in the Territory. 

The most noted and therefore the most notorious of all 

the Southern correspondents, and perhaps the most vigorous, 

though Erewerton was probably an abler all round man, was 

Henry Clay Pate, special representative of the Missouri Repub

lican, Pate might be styled a "fighting" correspondent, if 

in that is included the license to run that he might fight 

yet another day. In 1856 he edited the Border Star, a strong 

pro-slavery paper at Westport, but he is best known as a 

journal ist and soldier. According to some witnesses, he was a 

"briefless, penniless, five-cent lawyer" when he arrived in , 

Kansas; but he managed somehow to become postmaster at 

Westport. His enemies asserted that he had previously edited 

an Abolition paper at Chillicothe, Ohio, and had made free-soil 
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speeches in Ohio and Indiana; but Pate vehemently denied these 

assertions; and certainly, his correspondence from Kansas gave 

tone to hie denial. Charges that he abused his position as 

postmaster, and that as a leader of troops into Kansas he 

further committed depredations that were both unlawful and 

heinous, are not lacking; but it is probably fair only to say 

that as a correspondent he seemed to typify all the vioiousness, 

bitterness, inoendiarir.m, and misrepresentation of the border 

press. He wielded considerable power, moreover, for his letters 

went to an influential newspaper and were copied over the entire 

South as gospel truth about Kansas, whereas many of the violent 

utterances of the smaller border papers died within the neigh

borhood. As a reporter, then, Pate probably did the greatest 

work of.any pro-slavery writer in Kansas to encourage Southern 

immigration and to wfire the Southern heart«lf 

But what gives him a permanent if inglorious place in Kansas 

history is his relation to old John Brown. It was the 

summer of 1856. Lawrence had been sacked, and four nights 

later John Brown had committed the Pottawatomie murders. In 

the excitement along the Missouri border H. Clay Pate shared, 

but reoounted the story of the midnight assassination far more 

truthfully, paradoxically enough, than the Northern reporters, 

who had reason to conceal the truth about the affair. On May 
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he wrote to the Republican that "no personal grudges existed 

between the murdered and the murderers; 'in fact, no cause 

whatever can be or is attempted to be assigned for their 

savage barbarity but that the deceased were proslavery in their 
(11) 

sentiments.1" He reported thirteen persons supposed to be 

connected with the crime under arrest, and thought lynch law 

justifiable. As a captain in the Missouri militia and a 

deputy United States marshal, Pate soon went with his company 

to Paola to assist the United States marshal in arresting the 

murderers and shortly took charge of two of Brown1 s men, 

Jchn Brown Jr. and Jason Brown, who had been captured by a 

body of pro-slavery men armed to the teeth and inflamed by 

the murders. These two had spent the night in a friendly 

free-state man8s cabin, and John Brown Jr. had become temporar

ily insane. Pate* s command took the two men and on the sub

sequent journey John Brown Jr. was brutally mistreated. On 

May 31, encamped at Blapk Jack, Pate and his men were dis

covered by old Brown's party, and their identity was learned 

through the capture of two men who admitted that they were 

from the camp of the correspondent. 

At that time, Pate "was twenty-four years of age, a 

native of Kanawha County, Virginia, and a former student of 

the University of Virginia" and "had in him the making of a fine 
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soldier, for he died, well spoken of, as Colonel of the 5th 

Virginia Cavalry, in command of a brigade of cnvalry, on the 

same day and, it is said, within a hundred yards of where the 

brilliant Confederate general, J.E.B.Stuart, was mortally 
(12) 
wounded." This was near Yellow Tavern, Virginia, May 11, 1864® 

Brown's party, according to the very complete account 

of this affray in Villard1s "John Brown," from which the 
(13) 

following is summarized, was eager to seek Bate at once, but 

Brown wished to wait for sunrise, and prevailed. "At daylight 

on June 2 (1856) Brown's men were fed, and at sunrise they were 

dismounted at the Black Jack oaks, Frederick Brown being left 
1 

in charge of the horses. A half mile distant was Pate s camp, 

the covered wagons in front, then the tents, and then on 

higher ground to the rear, the picketed horses and mules. A 

Missouri sentinel fired the first shot." From this point the 

accounts of the fight by captor and prisoner differ greatly» 
s 

Bate asserting that he was taken prisoner by treachery on 

Brown's part, while Brown says not. Brown told of it thus 

in a letter to his family: 

01 As I was much older than Captain Shore, the principal 
direction of the fight devolved on me. We got to within about 
a mile of their camp before being discovered by their scouts, 
and then moved at a brisk pace, Captain Shore and men forming 
our left, and my company the right. When within about sixty 
rods of the enemy, Captain Shore's men halted by mistake in 
a very exposed situation, and continued the fire, both his 
men and the enemy being armed with Sharp's rifles. My company 
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had no long-shooters. We did not fire a gun until we gained 
the rear of a bank, about fifteen or twenty rods to the right 
of the enemy, where we commenced, and soon compelled them to 
hide in a ravine. Captain "hore, after getting one man wounded 
and exhausting his ammunition, came with part of his men to the 
right of my position, much discouraged. The balance of his 
men, including the one wounded, had left the ground. Five of 
Captain Shore o men came boldly down and Joined my company,, 
and all but one man, wounded, helped to maintain the fight 
until it was over. I was obliged to give my consent that he 
should go after help, when all his mon left but eight, four 
of whom I persuaded to remain in a secure position, and there 
busied one of"them in shooting the horses and mules of the 
enemy, which served for a show of fight. After the firing 
had continued for some two or three hours, Captain Pate with 
twenty-three men, two badly wounded, laid down their arms to 
nine men, myself includod--four of Captain Shore s men and four 
of my own. One of my men (Henry Thompson) was badly wounded 
and after continuing his fire for an hour longer was obliged 
to quit the ground. Three others of my company (but not of my 
family) had gone off. Salmon was dreadfully wounded by 
accident coon after the fight; but both he and Henry are fast 
recovering..*" 

"Captain Pate always alleged that ho had been taken prison 

er by J ohn Brown by trickery and treachery, when under a flag 

of truce, * a barbarity unlocked for in this country, and 

unheard of in the annals of honorable warfare.' But Pate ad

mits on the name page that his object in using the flag of 

truce was Ho gain time, and if possible have hostilities 

suspended for a while•' 

"'With this view,1 he says, *a flag of truce was sent out 
and an interview with the captain requested. Captain Brown 
advanced and sent for me. I approached him and made known the 
fact that I wan acting under the orders of the U#H.Marshal 
and was only in search of persons for whom writs of arrest had 
been issued, and that I wished to make a proposition. He 
replied that he would hear no proposals, and that he wanted an 
unconditional surrender. I asked for fifteen minutes to answer 
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Ho refused...Had I known whom I was fighting I would not have 
trusted to a flag of truce. The enemy's men were then marched 
up to within fifty paces of mine and I placed before them. 
Captain Brown commanded me to order my company to lay down 
their arms. Putting a revolver to my breast he repeated the 
command, giving me one or two minutes to make the order. He 
might have shot me; his men might have riddled me, but I 
would not have given the order for a world, much less my poor 
life •1" 

"His company, he explains, saved his life by voluntarily 

laying down their arms." But he made the admission that 

"there is another consolation for me, if I showed the white 

feather at Black Jack, namely: they who fight and run away 

shall live to fight another day." H© further alleges that 

"at Black Jack he resorted to the flag of truce because he 

saw—what no one else did—that 'reinforcements for the Abo

litionists were near and that the fight would be desperate, 

and if they•persisted not one would be left to tell the tale 

of carnage that must follow.'" 

Brown ably defended himself in thd New York Tribune against 

these allegations. At the Charlestown jail, Pate had an inter

view with Brown, and over the signatures of three witnesses, 

got an account of the Black Jack affair in fchich "he endeavors 

to represent that John Brown admitted that the flag of truce 

was violated. Unfortunately for Pate's reputation as a 

chronicler..there were several witnesses who testified that 

Pate ordered his men to lay down their arms, instead of •; 

risking death by silence.." 
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The treaty of peace which ratified the surrender is an 

interesting document: 

This is an article of agreement between Captain John 
Brown Sr. and Samuel T. Shore, of the first part, and Captain 
H.C.Pate and Lieut. W.B.Brockett, of the second part, and 
witnesses, that in consideration of the fact that the parties 
of the first part have a number of Capt. Pate* s company 
prisoners that they agree to give up and fully liberate one of 
their prisoners for one of those lately arrested near Stanton, 
0sawatomic, and Pottawatomie, and so on, one of the former 
for one of the latter alternately until all are liberated. It 
is understood and agreed by the parties that the sons of Capt. 
John Brown Sr., Capt. John Brown Jr. and Jason Brown, are to 
be amongst the liberated parties (if not already liberated) 
and are to be exchanged for Capt* Pate and Lieut. Brockett 
respectively. The prisoners are to be brought on neutral 
ground and exchanged. It is agreed that the neutral ground 
shall be at or near the house of John T. or Ottawa Jones of 
this Territory, and that" those who have been arrested and have 
not been liberated shall be considered in the same light as 
those not liberated, but they must appear in person or answer 
in writing that they are at liberty. The arms, particularly 
the side arms of each one exchanged, are to be returned with 
the prisoners, also the horses so far as practicable. 

(Signed) 
John Brown 
Sam11 T. Shore 

Peoria City, Kansas Ter. H.C.Pate 
June 2d, 1856. W.B.Brocket. 

It is doubtful, then, if Pate's account will hold. At any 

rate, he had no cause for later complaint at the hands of 

the strange old man. The prisoners were taken to a camp on 
/ 

Middle Creek and closely guarded, remaining there for three 

days and nights until they were released by Colonel Sumner at 

the head of a company of dragoons. Sumner dispersed Brown's 

band and effected an exchange of prisoners. 
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Pate1 s later life and his death have been noted; but the 

story of his work in Kansas would be incomplete without a 

sample of his writing. His accounts in the Missouri Republican 

are what any one would expect of a man who misrepresented as 

he did his affair with Brown, He may have had in him the 

making of a good soldier, but as a correspondent he was awkward 

where ho might have been cunning, and untruthful when he could 

not make his point by valid proof. His opinion of Redpath 

will perhaps serve as a good index to his tastes and ability; 

and his record rests here: 

"J.Redpath is now a regular correspondent of the New York 
Tribune, ^liat else he does, deponent saith not. Let the 
tree be judged by its fruits. J.R, is an Englishman, Had 
he been named Jas, Redmouth of John Whiteliver, it would have 
been more appropriate, albeit his path of life would be red 
with blood, provided he had someone to practice for him what 
he professes. Always bloodthirsty on paper, he takes great 
care never to drink anything sanguinary himself, unless it 
is beef's blood, for which he has a remarkable affinity, 1 The 
latter end of a fray and the beginning of a feast suits a dull 
fighter and a keen guest•* Major Redpath (for he is known 
as a person of rank, in Kansas) has not been in 1Hamerica* 
long. We first hear of him as assistant editor of a Southern 
paper, from which he was dismissed on account of his hot
headed pro-slaveryism—being too ultra an advocate of African 
slavery for a Southern Democratic paper. After trying his hand 
on another Southern paper, and for aught we know being dis
missed therefrom, also, we next hear of hiro as an attache of 
of the St. Louis Democrat, the great abolition paper of 
Missouri. He went to Kansas as its correspondent, whence he 
wrote an ocean of anti-slavery twaddle, as hot-headed against 
slavery as his former efforts had been for it. In this capacit; 
he distinguished himself as a correspondent, the most out
rageous, intolerable, unheard of, never-to-be-forgotten liar 
out of England. He was rescued one day near the Shawnee Mission 
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from a fence corner, in which he was beleagured by a worthless 
fellow more cowardly than .himself. It was he who killed Rev* 
Martin White, who died pierced with seven bullets—pap$r 
bullets, as it turned out, for he lives now (if he isn t dead) 
having escaped from the clutches of old John Brew n, and the 
newspaper assassinations of Major Redpath. (He, Martin White, 
was a free soiler, but too honest to follow Brown.) The 
Major said he went to the South on purpose to learn something 
bad about slavery, and that he was and is for war upon it-~ 
he's 1 agin' the constitution and the Union--that 'covenant 
with death and agreement with hell.1 Yet while in the South, 
for bread and butter he wrote good.things about slavery, and I 
suppose that Mr. Greeley would say that Jas. Redpath 'never 
intentionally deceived anyone.1 In stature, J.R, is about 
five feet two. In speed, he is about 2.40 from a fight. In 
mental calibre, his bigness is beyond all human computation. 
In looks, he can beat the d--l«n (15) / 



Chapter 11 

THE HERALD OP FREEDOM AND G.W.BROWN 

The history of journalism in Territorial Kansas would be 

incomplete without some extended notice being given to its 

most noted and, perhaps, most notorious free-state newspaper, 

the Lawrence Herald of Freedom, and to the much-quoted and 

combative editor of that Journal, George Washington Brown. 

This paper was generally spoken of the country over as the 

leading free-soil organ of the Territory. Its broad columns, 

filled almost entirely with news and editorial discussions pri

marily of looal problems, were taken as the most reliable index 

to conditions in the troubled Territory; and, indeed, no Kansas 

paper of the times was ever so much quoted as was the Herald of 

Freedom. Well equipped, subsidized in part by an organized aid 

company having a capital of five million dollars, and volun

tarily assisted in the way of subscriptions by the friends of 

freedom the nation over, this journal from the first had a 

voice that carried to the farthest reaches of the United States. 

It was inevitable, however, that in its infancy Territorial 

journalism should have its good and.its bad, its successes and 
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its failures, its noble and its ignoble. All its free-state 

newspapers could not be expected infallibly to live up to the 

faith that enabled most of them gladly to discount heavy finan

cial losses in behalf of free Kansas; some ono, in the divisions 

that came with the increasing complexity of political movements 

in the troubled Territory, was bound to be a backslider, a be

trayer, a Judas. But it seems peculiarly ironical that the 

Judas of Territorial journalism should pre-eminently have been 

the Herald of Freedom. Here was a journal that above all others 

was oredited with being established to help bring free insti

tutions to Kansas; yet the judgment of today must record the 

melancholy fact that it proved false to its first ideals. Given 

the most chances to do good, the Herald of Freedom made the 

least of them of any paper in the Territory; .the ratio of its 

possibilities to its achievements for free Kansas is decidedly 

an inverse one. 

A comparison of this paper's equipment with that of ather 

free-soil journals in Territorial days should demonstrate how 

well fitted it was from its first issue effectively to plead-

the cause of freedom. For one thing, it began with an unusually 

large staff. Editor Brown tells us that he took with him to 

Kansas seven printers, whom he put to work sawing lumber for 

the Heraldic first office when the supply furnished him by the 

Emigrant Aid Company*s mill proved inadequate. The inferior 
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forces of the Lawrence Free State and Speer*8 embryo Kansas 

Tribune gave Brown hardly a care for the race for the honor 

of publishing the first paper in Lawrence, so it seems, for 

he beat both his rival out nearly a week. His competitors, 

as a matter of fact, had a mere "shirt-tail11 office compared 

with his. Among his helpers Brown boasted that there was to 

be a "corps" of editorial assistants, including a special 

correspondent to visit the various settlements, and a reporter 

to cover the Territorial legislature. One assistant was to 

come from Pennsylvania, formerly the "editor and publisher of 

a very popular literary magazine," to take charge of the 

literary department of the Herald of Freedom. There was also 

to be a graduate of Berlin University "familiar with the 

classics and several modern European languages and their 

respective literatures" who would devote his whole time "to 

enriching our columns with his productions." Another "gentleman 

of much experience and an excellent poet, by the way," was to 

officiate an tourist in the Territory, Then, too, the editor 

had the promise of communications from some of the "ablest 

writers and statesmen of the Eastern states," and D.C.Barrett, 

"late proof reader of the Washington Daily Globe," was to 

handle the mechanical department. In short, with a bookkeeper, 

plenty of printers, and a staff the size of which no paper in 
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the Territory ever approximated, the Herald of Freedom was 

to commence on what was for Territorial Kansas a metropolitan 
(D 

scale. 

Unquestionably, too, the physical equipment of this paper 

was the most valuable of any plant seen in Kansas before 1861. 

Brown long boasted that he had the first power press in Kansas; 

that he established the first book bindery; that he had the -

largest library; in short, he lacked little necessary to turn 

out a first-class newspaper. Indeed, D.W,Wilder said of this 

journal;- "It was the most perfect in character, typography, 

and general makeup of any paper I ever saw." Moreover, the 

amount of destroyed equipment enumerated to the commissioners 

who took Brown1s affidavits of losses during the troubles of 

1855 and 1856 hardly suggests that this was a frontier office. 

His own estimate of what he lost when his office fell Victim* 

to the ruffians in the sack of Lawrence on May 21, 1856, was 

as follows; 

No. 213 
Account for losses and damages 

Territory of Kansas, Douglas County, ss: 

To the commissioners appointed and authorized to audit and 
certify claims under the provisions of 'An act to provide for 
the adjustment and payment of claims,' approved February 7, 
185.9, to audit and adjust all claims for the loss of property 
taken or destroyed, and damages resulting therefrom, during 



391 

the disorder that prevailed from November 1, 1855, to December 
1, 1856, in Kansas Territory, 

G.'v.Brown, complainant, states: That he is a citizen and 
resident of Kansas Territory, and has been such since the 
27th of November, 1854, down to the present; that soon after 
his settlement in said Territory he established at great 
expense the Iierald of Freedom, a weekly newspaper, a t Lawrence, 
in the Territory of Kansas; and that he published the same 
without intermission for but perhaps a single week from the 
date of its second issue on the 6th of January, 1855, down to 
the 21st of May, 1856, when it was destroyed by an armed body 
of men professing to act under the authority of 8.J,Jones, 
a sheriff of Douglas county; that the said body of men acted . 
wholly in derogation of law, but under the influence, as com
plainant believes, of political considerations; that at the 
time his said printing office was destroyed he was in the 
possession of, and sole proprietor of, a large stong build ing, 
three stories in height, erected on Winthrop street, in the 
pity of Lawrence, Kansas, and used expressly for a printing 
office: also one large No, 6 Washington printing press, with 
Taylor s patent inking apparatus, worth in Lawrence $579; also 
a large Taylor's power printing press, worth $3,000; with a 
steam engine, boiler, and fixtures, worth $550; also one 
foolscap size jobbing press, worth $200; that he was also 
possessed of one large imposing stone of marble, 1-2 inches 
thick, 7 feet long, 2 1-2 broad, worth $200; and was also 
possessed of a complete printing office, embracing material 
for both newspaper and job work, including in the latter a 
very large supply of letter for cards, circulars, programmes, 
posters, etc,, extending through metal and wood letter, vwith 
borders, cuts, flourishes, rules, etc., the latter of which, 
to-wit:—the jobbing material was worth §1,000; and the news
paper office, including 1000 pounds of long primer type, 400 
pounds of minion, with head and head letters, vignette, two-
line letter for advertisements, newspaper cuts, leads, rules--
advertising, dash, column, head, parallel--and furniture for 
office, including stands, racks, cases, tables, drawers, 
quoins, galleys, composing sticks and rules, two. clocks, two 
looking-glasses, bureau, stoves, etc., and roller moulds, 
several nets of chases, saw, plainer, mallet, lead cutter, etc., 
worth in the aggregate §2,500; that he had just received the 
Friday previous to the destruction of said office, his stock 
of printing paper for the season, with flat cap, cap, and 
other paper for his newspaper and jobbing office, worth about 
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§1,000} that he had a large law arid miscellaneous library, 
embracing several hundred volumes of choice and very valuable 
books, among which were from twenty-five to thi rty\;Vol£ime A of 
Congressional Globes and appendix, which he had-.feoon marty' years 
in collecting, arid whic h he valued very highly/fdr editorial 
reference, and which it would be difficult if not/Tri^oe*ible 
to replace} that the whole were well worth $1,500; that he,had 
brought with him for the purpose of sale a large stock of / 
school books, including among the number Town's !f^eri'efc of f 

School Readers and Spoilers, Lawrence's Written Arithmetic, . 
and Lawrence1o Algebra, also Watson's Mental Arithmetic, valued 
in all at §500; that from the first establishment of his 
office he resolved to keep 500 files of his HeralcJ of Freedom 
for preservation and future sale, when their value should be 
greatly enhanced, and that agreeably to such resolution said 
files were printed and preserved with great care by com
plainant; that those files embraced one volume and fourteen 
numbers of his said Herald of Freedom; that, by reason of 
said violence on said 21st of May, aforesaid , said files of 
papers were broken up, rendered incomplete, and when an effort 
was made to gather them, not a single complete file could be 
made out, and only a very few--five or six,-could be picked 
up approximating a complete file, and that the balance have 
be^n used for waste paper in consequence of said files being 
thus damaged and rendered worthless; that the regular sub
scription price of such paper was two dollars a volume but he 
has been repeatedly offered ten dollars a volume for them 
since that time, but has been unable to supply them; that he 
believes five dollars a volume would be a very low estimate 
for them in view of their great historical value; counting 
them at this rate for one and a quarter years, he considers 
the 500 files destroyed or rendered worthless to b© worth 
$3,126; that number fifteen, volume 2, of said Herald of Freedom 
embracing two thousand copies or thereabouts, had been worked 
off on the outside, and the type were set and ready to be 
worked off when said office was unlawfully entered and de
stroyed on the said 21st of May, 1856, and that the same were 
wholly destroyed to the said complainants's damage of $100; 
that there were deposited in said office, and in the com
plainant!® dwelling-house contiguous thereto, to property of 
said complainant, ten Sharps's rifles, worth $25 each; also > 
one Whitney's breech-loading rifle, worth $25; that all of 
said rifles were taken away by violence or unlawfully during 
the violence of that period, and against the consent of said 
complainant, to his damage of $275; that said office building 
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was entered by the armed men before mentioned by violence, 
doors were broken open and greatly damaged, windows were broken 
out and destroyed, and twice the said building was set on fire, 
and great injury was done to the lathing and other wood-work 
of said building, but that the same was not wholly destroyed; 
that such loss was about $250; that subsequently complainant 
repaired said building and plastered the same; that soon after 
its completion the building was taken possession of by other 
bodies of armed men and was kept through a long period, to-
wit: probably two months, out of the possession of said com
plainant and to his great damage; that plastering was broken 
off, and in consequence of its use for storing military 
stores, for barracks for citizen soldiery, and for tho con
finement of prisoners, loss ?;ao sustained to the amount of 
$500; that in consequence of the destruction of said office 
on the 21st of May, 1856, several workmen who were in his 
employ and under contract for services by the year or other
wise, were thrown out of employment, by which he was directly 
damaged by the way of paying for services which could not be 
rendered by reason of such violence, and board furnished 
such workmen, to 'the amount of $500; that one horse, saddle, 
bridle and martingale worth $173 and a pair of revolvers, worth 
$25, and one bowie-knife, worth $3, were taken with violence 
from said complainant to the loss of the complainant with 
their value, to-wit, $201, on or about the 14th of May, 1866, 
while on his way to Lawrence from Kansas City, by armed men 
who assaulted him while in company with Col. Gaius Jenkins, 
since deceased, growing wholly out of the disturbance before 
mentioned; that the type destroyed or throw in the river on 
the 21st of May aforesaid, from the Herald of Freedom office, 
was gathered up at considerable expense by defendant, to the 
amount of probably one ton; that many of these t^pe were 
assorted and distributed in cases for future use, costing 
probably $200 for such services, when Captain Bickerton, of 
the free-state forces, entered said office and took said type 
and cast them into cannon balls and bullets to be used in the 
conflict of those times, by which complainant was again damaged 
$200; that very many things, including notes, files of letters, 
and valuable papers, title deeds, etc., were destroyed, of 
which no note can be taken;.that among the papers and flies 
destroyed were the bills of paper, type, material, fixtures, 
etc., in and about said Herald of Freedom printing office at 
the time of its destruction, and that hence it is impossible 
to furnish such evidence of the worth of such articles as 
were destroyed; that all of those articles were the more 



valuable because of the great difficulty and extreme risk of 
importing them to the Territory.at that early period in our 
history; that on most of the goods, wares, etc., in and about 
said office the freight charges alone from St. Louis to 
Lawrence was over three dollars a hundred pounds, without 
counting the loss of commissions, insurance, etc.; that resulting 
from the losses of said property above described and for the 
want of their value to enable him to carry on his business as 
vigorously again as he would with such means at his disposal, 
he has been further damaged to the amount of $8,247; making 
his entire loss growing out of the said difficulties between 
the said 1st of November, 1855, and the said 1st of December, 
1856, amount to $17,228. Complainant further states that the 
contents of said printing office above described was ?/holly 
destroyed, broken to pieces, or carried away; the presses and 
imposing stone were broken in pieces, the type were scattered 
in the streets or thrown in the river, as was the case with 
the roller moulds; the cases and furniture were broken in 
pieces; the bundles of paper were broken open and scattered 
in the street, cut up with knives or punctured with bayonets; 
the ink was spilled on the ground; the books were stripped of 
their covers, torn in pieces, trampled on the floor and in 
the street, and carried away, a large number of which were 
punctured with bayonets, and borne by a mercenary soldiery 
at the tops of their guns over their heads as trophies of 
war; maps were carried away and destroyed, as was the case 
with the gun; wherefore said complainant prays that such 
facts and allegations may be inquired into, and such indemnity 
awarded as the facts may justify and justice demands. 

G.W.BROWN. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 25th day of April, 1859. 

Edward Hoogland, commissioner. 

In the matter of the petition of Geo. W. Brown 

Petitioner claims for printing office and other items taken 
or destroyed: 

Amt. claimed Allowed by 
proof 

One No. 6 Taylor's Washington press 579.00 579.00 
One power press, large, second hand 3,000.00 2,COO.00 
Engine and boiler, one-half 550.00 275,00 
Jobbing Press 200.00 200.00 
Imposing stone 200.00 150,66 
fobbing material 1,000,00) 
Newspaper material and type 2,500.00) 3,000.00 



Amt. claimed Allowed by 
proof 

Stock of paper, ink, etc. 1,000.00 1,000.00 
Law and miscellaneous library 1,350.00 1,000.00 
Two boxes of school books 600,00 400.00 
500 files heraid 0f Freedom 2,500.00 1,500.00 
Edition of paper one half worked 
off • • • 

Eleven rifle s (seven proven) 
Damage to building 
Specific expenses, wages, etc. 
Horse and accoutrements 
Damages by seizure of assorted t] 
Freights, etc. 

• 100.00 100.00 
275.00 175.00 
500,00 400.00 
600.00 ••••*. 
201.00 201.00 
200.00 200.00 

2,277.00 

17,432.00 10,930.00 

, at 
cent. 1,639.50 

Total award 12,569.50 

Edward Koogland, Samuel A. Kingman, Henry J. Adams. 
-~(2) 

Hero, then, was a plant capable of publishing a large 

weekly paper filled with fresh material; and since the Herald1 

advertising patronage never amounted to much, no journal in 

Territorial Kansas ever printed so much live reading matter 

each week as did this one. 

From the first the Herald of Freedom had a stormy career. 

It is not surprising, therefore, to learn that it wan forcibly 

destroyed by the invaders who sacked Lawrence on May 21, 1856, 

for by that time the paper had become famous the country over 

as the leading free-state organ in Kansas. Together with the 
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Kansas Tribune and the Free State, the Herald was soon edi

torially flaying the Territorial court and the Bogus Legisla

ture; so naturally the paper was far from pleasing to the pro-

slavery element in Kansas. When the Lawrence troubles came on, 

therefore, in 1856, the Herald of Freedom was one of the two 

papers indicted as nuisances by the Douglas count; id jury 

and ordered abated; and it was abated, as we have seen, to the 

unbounded joy of the pro-slavery press, which hated the Herald 

above all of the free-soil newspapers. 

But before the Herald of Freedom was destroyed, Editor 

Brown became a victim of the political tyranny that preceded 

the sack of Lawrence, and, like many other leading free-state 

men of the time, was indicted for "constructive treason" along 

with ex-Qovernor Reeder, Charles Robinson, James H. Lane, and 

others. Brown had been East on business and was returning to 

Kansas by way of Kansas City when, on May 14, 1856, he was 

apprehended (arrested by a negro, the pro-slavery papers 

gleefully asserted), escorted to Lecompton on May 21 by one 

of the editors of the Atchison Squatter Sovereign, and with 

other free-state men was thrown into jail there. He was denied 

b a i l  a n d  h i s  c a s e  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  S e p t e m b e r ,  w h e n  h e  w a s  r - •  

released on bail and his case again continued until April, 
(4) 

1857. On May 3, 1857, the case finally came to trial, and on 
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May 11 the prosecuting attorney entered a nolle prosequi. 

The destruction of this paper and the imprisonment of its 

editor, widely heralded, only served to revive the paper in 

November, 1856, fully as well equipped as it had been. The 

method of its re-establishmont shows what a grasp the Kansas 

struggle had on the sympathies of the friends of freedom in 

the North. Brown himself thus told how the paper was revived, 

in its issue of July 30, 1859: 

"Mrs. Brown, through the advisement of friends, traveled* 
with an agent, who was employed at an expense of $3 a day, 
and presented the facts that we wore then imprisoned for 
opinion1s sake; that wo had contracted a debt in Cincinnati 
of $800, which was secured by a mortgage on property in 
Pennsylvania, then overdue; that that property must be sac
rificed unless the funds to redeem it were forthcoming; that 
that debt was contracted in the prosecution of our Kansas enter
prise; that our means of obtaining money was then cut off, 
and that as the debt was contracted to advance the. cause of 
freedom, without any hope of personal profit, it was but just 
that the true friends of the cause should contribute of their 
means to liquidate that debt and aid us, on our releasement 
from prison, to start our journal again, which all deemed so 
important to the cause. That call was generously responded to, 
and $2,780 were donated. A large amount of this fund was 
consumed in defraying traveling and incidental expenses for 
Mrs. Brown and Mr. St. Clair, and in efforts before Judge 
UcLane, in Ohio, and Judge Curtis, in Massachusetts, for a 
writ of habeas corpus for all the treason prisoners, seven in 
number, who were alike joined in the petition asking for 
release. After defraying these expenses and discharging the 
debt in Cincinnati, a little less than $800 was left us to . 
commence business with. The §500 donation from Uajor C.W. 
Hunter, of Alton, part of the $2,730, was used towards pur
chasing a press and type, and the balance was used for paper. 
Besides this, a new debt of $712 was contracted in Cincinnati 
for material which we have but recently been able to liquidate. 

"Several of those who have made.donations of $50 and $100 
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have been reimbursed by us, and when our means will justify we 
expect to liquidate the last dollar. If our friends give 
us funds to enable us to establish ourself in business, and if 
by energy, industry, and economy, we succeed in business again, 
and though we should finally become a millionaire, we are just 
as much entitled to remuneration from the government, and that 
government would display equal meanness with Mr. Thacher 
should it refuse for such causes to make remuneration. Had 
we prosecuted those who destroyed our property, and recovered 
a judgment therefor against the party doing the damage, then 
we would have no just claim upon government, as a principle 
prevails in law that one satisfaction liquidates the demand. 
Mr. Elliott, we understand, has prosecuted the parties who 
destroyed his office, but we have not, because we were 
satisfied of the impossibility of collecting the debt from 
them, as most of the parties were wholly irresponsible." * 

Mrs. Brown was gone just four months on her tour. The 

gift of §5C0, it should be noted, was from the same man, C.H. 

Hunter, of Alton, Illinois, a friend of the murdered Love joy , 

who had helped re-establish" the Observer when it was destroyed 

by a Missouri mob. The paper also received numerous gifts 

of $100 or thereabouts, moot of which were acknowledged in 

the first issues after the revival. Then, too, hundreds of 

people, out of sympathy for Kansas, subscribed for the Herald, 

voluntarily, or sent in subscriptions from their friends, so 

that Brown®s journal was soon on a good, sound basis. In 

fact, it rose with a subscription list increased to 8,000 

copies within a year after the attack on Lawrence--an unheard 

of number for a Territorial paper. Thus its silencing only 

helped the Kansas cause, gave the Herald widespread publicity, 

and left it stronger than ever to prosecute the work of freeing 
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The re-establishment of the Herald of Freedom was a gala 

occasion in Lawrence. The paper should have re-appeared as 

early as September, for by that time Brown had secured new 

type and presses; but he was unable to get paper up the Missouri 

river and across the troubled border until late in October. 

When, on November 1, 1856, the first issue since May 21 was 

run off, half the town turned out to be present at the cere

monies attending the revival. A group of women gave Brown a 

big flag as an expression of their joy at the return of this 
(5) 

sturdy free-state journal, Miss Lydia S. Hall, making the 

presentation speech, to which Editor Brown responded in heroic 

vein suitable to the occasion. Then amid cheers from the 

multitude collected the flag was hoisted over the building. It 

was at this journalistic fete, too, almost at the moment of 

the flag raising, that a company of free-state men came down 

the street, trailing in the dust the very, same flag carried 

by the South Carolina company which had destroyed the paper 

a few months before. Amid the enthusiastic cheers of hundreds 

of free-soilers who saw in the revival of this journal a good 

omen for their cause, the triumphal' march passed the new 

office where Governor Geary and a large crowd were present. In 

addition, Brown had erected in front of the building, on two 

large pieces of the marble imposing stone broken by the ruffians^. 
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two monuments with fitting inscriptions, each bearing the 

heavy iron frames of a hand press destroyed in the raid. Sub

sequently, however, enemies of the editor overturned these 

two monuments when the paper fell into disrepute. 

Thus revived, the Herald of Freedom had an unparallelled 

opportunity to become the greatest paper in all Kansas. Editor 

Brown's four months1 imprisonment and the destruction of his 

press were the finest sort of publicity, and the paper pros

pered accordingly. Indeed, it is said that Mrs, Brown brought 

back from the North as much as $5,000 in gold and bank notes. 

The latter the shrewd Brown turned to good account, according 

to one of his helpers of those days, Ed. P. Harris. On each 

of them, in a small circie, Brown printed the name of the 

paper, thus making each bill a walking advertisement of the 
(6) 

Herald of Freedom. Moreover, the paper also rose with two new 

and vigorous assistants, Augustus Wattles and Hugh Young, 

the correspondent-poet. Wattles was a virile writer, but1 has 

received very modest notice in Kansas history considering 

the brave and earnest part he bore. 

With a mounting subscription list, then, and firmly re

established, the Herald of Freedom was on its feet again in 

Novemver, 1856, practically the only free-state journal in 

Kansas; Its former Lawrence competitors, the mighty Free State 
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and Spear1s Kansas Tribune, no longer confronted It* The 

former never reappeared In Lawrence after the raid of May 21, 

1856, while the Tribune, which had been removed to Topeka, was 

being only intermittently issued. The Topeka Freeman, too, was 

of little force. Hence there was at this time but one strongly 

fortified free-state newspaper in all Kansas, Only the 

Leavenworth Times, founded in the following March, competed 

with the Herald of Freedom in the whole of the Territory 

prior to May, 1857, Not until that time, when the vigorous ' 

Lawrence Republican appeared to take the place of the vanished 

Free State, did Brown's paper find an able free^-soil rival. 

But within two months after the Herald of Freedom was 

revived, it was rumored--and the rumor persisted—that Brown 

had sold out his organ to the pro-slavery party. Six months 

later Brown said in his journal that he had heard the story 

long before, but that he had credited it to a systematic 

attempt to hurt him because he had advocated the policy of vot

ing in the fall of 1857, a policy which the special correspond

ents in particular opposed. The real reason for this rumor, 

however, probably was the fact that Brown at once* became 

intimate with the new governor, R.J,Walker, who succeeded 

Geary in May, 1857, and that he almost simultaneously acquired 

some profitable government advertising that before this time 
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had gone only to pro-slavery papers. Brown's version of 

how he happened to secure this advertising is as followsi 

"That an influential Free State resident of Kansas, in 
favor at Washington, did secure the advertising in the Herald 
of Freedom, because of its great circulation, of the lettings 
of contracts for carrying the mails in the Territory, is true} 
but it was not because of any change in the tone of the paper," 
neither was there for a single moment any change in the policy 
of conducting it because of that occurrence. The Register and 
Receiver of the Land Office in Kansas were; Northern men, and 
each was in favor of making Kansas a free state, and each con
tributed valuable services toward making it suoh. Free State 
men were principally interested in the public lands of the 
Territory. With the large circulation of the paper these 
officials saw fit, voluntarily, to advertise the sale of the 
public lands in the Herald of Freedom. 

"This was enough of a foundation on which to predicate 
the statement of the letter-writers that 'The Herald of Freedom 
has sold out to the Democratic party.,M (7) * 

At any rate, Brown soon became the follower of Governor . 

Walker, praising his every move and supporting hint against the 

other free-state papers. In his book entitled "Reminiscences 

of Governor R.J.Walker," Brown makes it appear that Walker was 

not justly treated or appreciated by the free-soil leaders} 

that he was really honest in his intentions; and that he came 

In timd to place such great dependence on Brown that the two 

worked together to save Kansas. Indeed, following the election 

in the fall of 1857, when Walker was facing the necessity of 

throwing out the bogus vote, Brown printed a long editorial in 

the Herald of Freedom which he says Governor Walker wrote entire. I 
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This article, of course, defended Governor Walker, Then, too, 

Brown asserts in his book that during these trying times he 

himself anonymously served as correspondent for a St. Louis 

paper, and that his communications were to able that they 

were widely copied over all the nation, and favorably remarked 
(80 

about as sensible comments on the state of affairs in Kansas. 

These claims are but the beginning of a series that 

Editor Brown later made, tending to show that he was the man 

who, in great part, saved Kansas from being a slave state. 

Indeed, as events developed, there was hardly an Important move 

made by the free-state forces in the Territory for which Brown 

did not claim the credit of first suggesting or later making 

successful chiefly through the work of himself and his paper. 

He asserted that he originated the voting policy of 1857. How

ever, the Quindaro Chindowan resented his claims and under 

the heading, "The Great Pretender," quoted a letter from Charles 

Robinson, dated December 17, 1856, in which Robinson said:-"If 

possible, we must get possession of the Territorial Legislature 

next October, but it would be a bad policy to announce that 

determination at present for various reasons." Similarly, 

the Chindowan told how the same policy was discussed at a 

convention of the Free State party in Top9ka on January 8, 1857, 

when the following resolution was offered by J.K.Goodin:--
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"Whereas, circumstances over which we have no control oompel 

us to declare that we consider it useless to adhere longer to 

the state organization, therefore, Resolved, that we make an 

effort to get control of the Territorial government by voting 

at the next general election." Hence the voting policy was 

both discussed and advocated publicly and privately long 

before Brown ever mentioned it in his paper. That he was vin

dicated in his almost single-handed advocacy of that policy is 

undoubtedly a feather in his cap) but the absurdity of his 

claims of priority is unquestioned. 

Shortly after the revival of his paper, then, Brown 

became a marked man in Kansas, and thereafter his Herald of 

Freedom declined rapidly in strength, engaging in the most bittei 

controversies with men and rival journals in the Territory. Just 

when it should have made the most of its new-born vigor, '.M, 

the Herald commenced to falter, and two years later its career 

was ignominiously terminated. 

The charge that Brown sold out his paper to the Democratic 

party, which wished to divide the free-state men and establish 

a National Democratic party in Kansas, has always persisted. 

Its immediate result was that the paper and its editor totally 

lost caste. Events that followed the Herald* s attachment to 

Governor Walker strongly substantiated this charge of treaohery, 
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and no on© was quicker to sense the change than the vigilant 

special correspondents. One of them, under the date'of June 

25, 1857, wrote East as follows from Lecompton: 

Very Significant 
"Governor Walker was at church at Lawrence last Sunday, 

and on his return was overheard to say, •The Abolitionists 
of Lawrence and of Kansas have never yet been understood. Touch 
their pockets—that is the way to reach them.1 

"Ah, hat that is the game, is it? Who was Governor Walker 
closeted with on that occasion? Is the above the true ex
planation of some recent movements in a certain direction? No 
wonder Governor Walker is eulogized. No wonder he can1t be 
spared. 

"Look out for fresh puffs for Governor Walker." (9) 

This story was reprinted in the Quindaro Chindowan, which, 

it should be noted, then rivalled the Lawrence Republican in 

being an enemy of Brown. The Chindowan .was at that time the 

personal organ of Governor Robinson; hence in 1857 Brown was 

being opposed by the man whom he later exalted as the savior of 

Kansas. Moreover, this attack was but a sample of many that 

were showered on Brown in rapid succession for six months 

prior to the Grasshopper Falls convention. The result of them 

was his counter attack on the Eastern correspondents and the 

ludicrous Brown-Realf "duel"--the most amusing and in many 

ways most absurd adventure of these knights-errant reporters 

with men in the Territory, which ended in the famous episode 

of "Who Killed Cock Robin." 

By July, 1857, a bitter enmity had developed between the 
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special correspondents and the strong free-state editors as 

a group, and Brown of the Herald of Freedom. Early in the 

year, as we have seen, Brown's paper had secured considerable 

government advertising, and Brown had promptly embraced Governor 

Walker and his schemes. Soon Brown was advocating the policy 

of voting at the Territorial elections of October, 1857, as 

Walker advised—a policy upon which the free-state men were as 

yet undecided, and which the correspondents, as a body opposed. 

As we have noted, Brown explained their opposition to the 

voting policy on the ground that they desired to start a 

revolution, the chances for success in which participation in 

the fall elections would remove. On the other hand, the 

reporters held out against that policy probably because they 

feared that the Free State party would be betrayed or sold 

out if it voted under an election called by the Bogus Legis

lature, At any rate, it was soon charged by William A. Phillips 

pre-eminently the leader of the letter-writers, that Brown 

had not only become the subject of Governor Walker, but that 

he was also trying to induce other free-state papers to follow 

his lead. For example, at a meeting at the Unitarian church 

in Lawrence, reported in the Republican of July 16, 1857, 

some rather exciting events occurred: 

"Wra. A. Phillips of the New York Tribune next took the 
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stand and made a thrilling and effective speech# He alluded 
to the importance of the position of the Free State men, and 
to the magnitude of the interests intrusted to their hands. 
He spoke of the efforts of Gov. Walker to divide and distract 
the Free State men; of his efforts to destroy the Topeka con
stitution. He was suspicious of the ostensible endeavors of 
Free State men to induce the people to abandon the State 
organization. A fact had come to his knowledge while taking 
the census which might serve to show how things were being 
managed, and whither this opposition to the Topeka constitution 
was being fed. It was a fact of importance, and the people 
should know it. He had learned from the gentleman to whom ; 
the proposition was mad© that a certain editor of a paper in 
this place (Lawrence) had proposed to another editor to 
abandon the State organization and go in with his paper and 
support Gov. Walker, saying that there was to be:a Walker party 
in the Territory, and that party was bound to succeed. (Grekt 
sensation and cries of 1 Name him,1 1 Who is the man,* 'Name 
him,* 'Name him.1) Mr. Phillips replied, •The man who made 
the proposition is G.W.Brown, of the Herald of Freedom; the 
man to whom it was made is S.S.Prouty, of the Freeman's 
Champion (Prairie City).1 (Renewed sensation and almost 
universal hissing throughout the assembly.) Mr. Phillips 
proceeded for some time in a masterly strain, showing the 
Utter folly and ruin of an abandonment of our position. He 
was frequently interrupted by the enthusiastic applause of 
his hearers." 

Prouty subsequently denied certain specific statements 

as quoted by Phillips, but did not deny that he had been 

approached by Brown as Phillips said; while Phillips strongly 

contended that he quoted Prouty*s exact words. At all events, 

this charge roiled Brown and likewise stirred up sentiment 

against him. He soon returned the favor by accusing the 

correspondents, in general terms, of being horse thieves. In 

an editorial headed "Claquers," he took occasion to make many 

statements derogatory to the reporters, charges which he later 
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(1°) 
repeated. According to the Lawrence Republican of August 

6, 1857, the result of Brown* s statement was that on the 

morning following the appearance of the offending article, 

Brown was waited upon at his office by several of the cor

respondents, who wished to know whether they were particularly 

referred to—"one or two of them being prepared to correct 

the error by thrashing the editor." Apparently Brown apolo

gized, though he denies ithls. Hinton in particular had been 

assailed, but he was not there to take the matter up; so 

Richard Realf, fiery and loyal to his friend, demanded that 

Brown correct the statement as regards Hinton. Brown refused, 

whereupon Realf challenged him to a duel. 

It is interesting to compare the different accounts of 

what then occurred. According to Brown, 

"Realf espoused the quarrel for Hinton, who was one of 
those correspondents, and sent me a challenge to fight him. 
A.P.Nixon was a clerk in my office at the time. I laughingly 
passed him the missive. He read it and bogged the privilege 
of replying. I consented, with the only condition that 
I did not want him to get me into a 'scrape.1 , 

"The short of it is, a letter was sent accepting the 
challenge, and naming Mr. Nixon as my friend. As we had the 
choice of weapons, by virtue of the code duello, rawhides were 
selected, the day and hour was named for meeting, and the 
place designated. Realf with his friend, Mr. Nixon and myself 
were promptly on the ground. A proposition from Realf was 
made to alter the terms named in my letter of acceptance. 
This I declined. Realf claimed the contest with rawhides 
was an unequal one, and left the field, crossed the river, and 
soon issued the handbill, the object of which was to induce 
me to challenge him to mortal combat; then he could select . 
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such weapons as he preferred. As I never took any 'stock in 
that mode of settling; difficulties, did not go to Kansas to 
kill anybody, or to throw away my life like a fool—in one 
word, did not belong to the murdering fraternity--! paid no 
attention to the proclamation but treated it with that contempt 
which I ought to have done with his original challenge, (11) 

The Lawrence Republican of August*6, 1857, quoted the 

f o l l o w i n g  f r o m  t h e  C i n c i n n a t i  G a z e t t e ,  s h o w i n g  R e a l f s i d e  

of the case: 

"Mr. IJinton, a reporter-fbr the Boston Traveller, called 
upon Brown, and demanded a retraction of the slander, which 
was complied with. Hinton then left for-Southern Kansas, 
after which1Brown denied having taken back anything in refer
ence to Mr, Hinton, Mr, Richard Fealf, a friend of the latter, 
in a letter to the editor, demanded an explanation of the 1 

difficulty, which Brown construed into a challenge. As Realf 
is a very small man, Brown considered it an easy matter to 
whip him, and replied to Mr* Realf "that he had accepted the 
alternativo, and referred the whole matter to his second, Mr, 
Nixon. Mr, R, called upon Mr. G.W.Smith Jr. and appointed 
him his second to confer with and make arrangements with Mr. 
Nixon. Brown being, as he considered, the challenged party, 
had the choice of weapons, and place, and gave notice that 
he should "fight with raw-hides,' and the place the Herald of 
Freedom office, both of which propositions were objected 
to by Mr. Smith, on the ground that 'raw-hides were not mortal 
weapons, and the place inconvenient.1 Realf is a small man, 
not more than five feet two or three inches in height, and 
very slight; while Brown is a big, stout; broad-shouldered 
man, over six feet high. Realf is a clerk in the Emigrant 
Aid House, and has never done any labor to harden and develop 
his muscles; but Brown was brought up a wood-chopper on the 
Western Reserve, and is a man of great muscular strength. It 
was finally compromised by retaining the raw-hides, and making 
the place of meeting in the Delaware reserve, just over the 
river. At the time specified, Mr. R. and his friend were on 
the ground. Half an hour later Mr. Brown and his friend-made 
their appearance, and demanded further negotiations. It is " 
not known how many coats the cowardly editor had on, but he 
would not fight unless his opponent would promise not to strike 
him above the shoulders, which promise Mr. Realf declined to 
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mako, an raw-hides were not his own choice. He should use it 
as he pleased, and to the best advantage. Brown, considering 
it a good time to back out, hastily retreated to his office, 
followed by Mr, Realf, who denounced him publicly as he went 
along as a coward, liar, etc,, all of which Mr. Brown submitted 
to without a word. This morning a poster, in large letters, 
signed by Realf, made its appearance all over the town, de
nouncing Brown as a liar, slanderer, and coward, A public cow-
hiding of Brown by Mr, Realf is expected bo bo the termination 
of the affair, which has already been the cause of considerable 
excitement," 

Why the "duel" never occurred probably will never be 

known; for Brown, it seems, charged Realf with wearing under 

his clothes some sort of coat of mail or extra protection to 
<"} 

lessen the effects of the editor s possible blows. Realf sub

sequently wrote to Augustus Wattles asking him to make known 

to Brown Realf1s denial of this charge, and his insistence that 

it be retracted. Brown did not do so; neither did he fight. 

The card which Realf posted all over town denouncing Brown 

was a glaring affair as follows: 

NOTICE1, t 

To The Public1. 

I, the undersigned, on my own personal honor and re
sponsibility, do hereby publicly declare G.W.BROWN, 
Editor of the Herald of Freedom, to be a wilful LIAR, 
a malicious SLANDERER, and a most contemptible COWARD; 
all of which charges I hold myself in readiness to 
prove• 

RICHARD REALF 
Lawrence, July 14, 1857. (13) 
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That Drown was not entirely in the wrong, however, is 

indicated by the fact that his advocacy of the voting policy 

in October, 1857, was vindicated by the decision of the Grass

hopper Palls convontion; and certainly he had a just right to 

feel himself the victor in the one-sided fight he made in 

favor of participation. But Redpath, at least, showed himself 

a man by rising in the convention, once the decision was made, 

and publicly admitting that Brown had wone out and had whipped 

into lino tho very men who had been denouncing him. Never

theless, the Herald of Freedom received more and more unfavor

able attention as time went on, until even-tempered, level

headed Sol Miller, the only friend that Brown had among the 

Territorial press of tho times, it seems, rebuked the cor

respondents as follows in his White Cloud Chief of October 15, 

1857: 

Too Much of a Good Thing 
"We think that certain Eastern journals, and some in 

Kansas, that profess to have much concern for the welfare of 
the Territory, might do her far more service if they would pay 
a little more attention to her real interests and not quite 
so much to retailing silly stuff about G.W.Brown, of the Herald 
of Freedom. There are some correspondents--Bt• Louis Democrat, 
Chicago Tribune, New York Tribune, and other Tribunes—whose 
main object, judging from their letters, seems to be to ba rk 
at Brown, who cannot blow his nose, spit on the sidewalk, or 
accidentally tread on a cat's tail, without thoy immediately 
post it off, by express, to their respective journals, as 
'Another Contemptible Act of Gusty Windy Brown,1 or something 
of that sort; and there are papers in the Territory silly 
enough to peddle this trash here. What is the object of this? 
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In what way does it affect the cause of Free Kansas, whether 
Brown eats onions for supper, wipes his nose on his coat 
sleeve, or wears a shirt six weeks without washing? To read 
some of the papers, one would think that Brown's leg were a 
pro-slavery infernal machine•..Come, gentlemen, can't you 
be prevailed upon to don't?" 

But the Herald of Freedom, attacked from all sides, was. 

declining rapidly, and largely responsible for this condition 

were the special correspondents, It was about this time that 

Realf wrote a famous burlesque entitled "Cock Robin," which 

in a quiet way was circulated among the enemies of Brown--

"An Affecting and pathetic ballad, Founded on fact, and written: 

after the manner of the celebrated history of Cock Robin." 

Realf wanted to print it, but P.B.Plumb, of the Emporia News, 

persuaded him not to; no Realf gave the manuscript to Plumb, 

who preserved it. A photographic copy of it now in the 

possession of the Kansas ̂ tate Historical Society reads thus: 

(title) 
(Quoting a newspaper article):- "For months a regency of 

letter-writers in Kansas has controlled the destinies of men 
and things in Kansas. Here was Phillips, and Hutchinson, and 
Vaughan, and Tappan, and Realf, and Kagi, and Hinton, and 
Smith; and to that number has recently been added, Redpath, 
again." 

"...We have been read out of the Free-State party of 
Kansas by the letter-writers above mentioned."--Herald of 
Freedom. 

Who killed the Heraid?-
"I," said Jno. Phillips.-

"Among the dirty swill-heaps 
I found and killed the Herald." 

Who killed the Herald? 
"I," said Hutchinson. 



"As much as any one 
I killed the Herald." 

Who killed the Herald?-
"I," said Champion Vaughan. 

"I put the highor law on; 
I killed the Herald." 

Who killed the Herald?-
Answered Samuel Tappanf 

"I didn't see it happen, 
But I killed the Herald." 

Who killed the HQrald?-
"I," said Richard Realf; 

"I killed it all myself, 
The false shameless Herald." 

Who killed the Herald?-
Saia Reporter Kagi, 

"The foul think looked so' snaky, 
That I killed the Herald." 

Who killed the H©rald?-
"I," said Mr. Hinton; 

"A paper which I print on 
Killed off the Herald." 

Who killed the Herald?-
Answered Sainuel Smith, 

"It's 'Freedom' was a myth; 
So I killed the Herald;" 

Who killed the Herald? 
"I," said James F.edpath. 

"I crushed it in my wrath; 
I killed the Herald." 

Who'll toll the bell?-
Said the Leavenworth Tirr.es, 

"I'll ring Brown's funeral chimes 
I'll toll the bell." 

Who'll dig his grave?-
The Kansas News replied, 
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"I felt glad when he died; 
So I'll dig his grave." 

Who'll buy his shroud?-
Said the Chindowan, 

"X never liked the man, 
But I'll buy his shroud." 

Who'll bear the pall?-
"I," said tribune .^oss, 

"I shall not mourn his loss, 
But I'll bear the pall." 

Who'11 preach the sermon?-
Said the Leader, snivelling, 

"I feel so mean and drivelling. 
That I'll preach the sermon. 

. Who'll do the weeping?-
"I," said Sheriff Jones; 

"I loved his very bones. 
Bo I'll do the weeping." 

Who'll build his tomb?-
Answered then a "National," 

"He was so good and rational 
That I'll buil'd his tomb." 

Who'll preserve his fame?-
"I," said R.J.Walker. 

"He was my favorite talker; 
So I'll preserve his fame." (14) 

It is interesting to note the appreciations of the cor

respondents called forth in the fall of 1857 and later by 

Brown's various attacks on these free-lance journalists: 

"...We are situated at a distance from railway and tele
graphic communication; our steamboat and mail facilities are 
tedious and irregular; consequently the opportunities for 
sending early and reliable information in regard to our 
troubles have been and are now inconvenient and difficult. 
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"Those and other reasons have given rise to that class of 
persons called 'Kansas correspondents*1 Such has been the 
intense interest in our affairs that there is hardly a paper 
of influence and standing in the country which has not its 
regular Kansas correspondent * And it is not claiming too 
much to say that the columns dedicated to Kansas, 1 From our 
Correspondent,1 have within the past two years been the most 
eagerly sought and read. 

"It has been our fortune to become acquainted with many 
of these persons. Bo far as we have seen and known, they as 
a clans are among the bent and most intelligent of our citizens. 
The record of our conventions and public meetings show that 
they have boon respected and regarded by our people with 
positions requiring integrity and responsibility. These 
positions they have invariably filled to the satisfaction of 
the public. In the performance of their duty as correspondents 
we cannot and have not seen wherein they have not aimed to 
give to the public the most reliable information in regard 
to our affairs. The testimony taken before the Kansas Inves
tigating Committee, if it proves anything, proves that the 
barbarities and frauds perpetrated upon our people were far 
worse than they had ever been described by the pen of the 
correspondents. 

"These correspondents have been of great service to us 
and the country. When our presses were silent and destroyed, 
when the enemy had armed possession of the border, the 
correspondent was the only medium through which our people 
made known their sufferings, and their danger. It was their 
pens which aroused the public sentiment of the country to 
that degree that it became our protection from the armed 
invader, and by its generosity preserved our people from 
famine. It was the pen of the correspondent which created 
a generous sympathy among the people of the free North for 
those who had suffered loss in heralding the gospel of Freedom, 
a sympathy which has enriched some who are base enough to 
strengthen the hands of the enemy by materials gathered through 
the influence of correspondents, now by some denounced with 
malignity and falsehoods disgraceful in the extreme* 

"A correspondent derives his information from the same 
sources as others. The same opportunities are open to him. 
He has no more reason to manufacture news than a Kansas editor. 
If the Eastern news-market demands from the correspondent 
exciting news items, it also demands the same from the Kansas 
editor, who relied wholly upon his Eastern subscribers for 
success. If it is for the interest of the Kansa's correspondent 
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to crush the Kannas newspaper because the newspaper Interferes 
with and lessens the demand for his labors, it is also for 
the interest of the paper to crush the correspondent for the 
name cause. 

"We cannot see why a person writing an editorial or an 
item in Kansas to be published in New York or in Lt. Louis 
should be any more given to falsehood than if it should be 
written for publication in Lawrence• Should we be called 
upon to state our experience upon this point, we should with 
too little difficulty furnish evidence more favorable to the 
reliability, refinement, and courtesy of the correspondents.51 

--(15) 
Kansas Letter-Writers; Cur Young Wen Reckless and Irreverent 
"Taking up an Eastern paper, accidentally, we found : 1 

in It a slashing denunciation of the letter-writers of Kansas, 
and a charge of irreverence and recklessness 'against our 
young men. 

"Everything was general. There were no specifications 
in the article. Yet it was of a class well calculated to 
excite distrust and waken ill-feeling, both against the letter-
writers and our young men. 

"Let us say a word, then, in behalf of the former. 
"In the battle hour, the letter-writers were the workers 

in Kansas, outside of Kansas. The New York Tribune, the Chicago 
Tribune, and the St. Louis Democrat did everything, almost, 
that was done to give the people of the States a right view 
of the state of things here. Had it not been for Phillips, 
Redpath, Hinton, Tappan, Kagl, Hutchinson, and other brave 
spirits like them, nothing would have been comparatively 
known, fb r a long time, of the despotism practiced here, or 
the heroism with which it was met. Nor is this all. While ' 
these letter-writers now spoken of with contempt by a class 
were thus nobly busy with their pen, they were as nobly busy 
in the field of action. They never faltered when danger 
threatened nor fell back when imprisonment, suffering, and 
death were imminent and seemingly certain. For one, then, 
we shall not remain still and hear them abused. Nor will 
any of the freemen of Kansas, who remember 1856, or took part 
in it, tolerate it..." 

If the correspondents are to believed, then, Brown 

began to turn traitor to the free-state cause some time in 

1857, long before the voting policy was finally adopted. His 
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defection further showed, and the attacks on him therefore 

grew more bitter, when, in December, 1857, he led the free-state 

"hunker" wing which nominated a ticket for state officers > 

under the Lecompton constitution. Here was another move which 

it is hard to explain except on the ground of preconceived 

treachery on Brown's part. S.W.Driggs, editor of the Leoompton 

Democrat, then the leading Administration organ in the Terri

tory, was Brown's right-hand partner at this time. The move

ment to split the Free State party was by this time well under 
' ! 

headway, and Brown must have known it; yet he persisted in 

voting under the Lecompton call. Again he was apparently 

in the right when the free-state men carried both elections 

in January, 1858, the doubtful one by a very small margin, 

however; but as the Lawrence Republican pointed out, the 

victory gained little, if anything, whereas it endangered the 

whole free-state movement as nothing else ever did by giving 

the powers at Washington just the excuse they wanted to admit 

Kansas under the Lecompton constitution. Then, too, Brown 

followed up hi8 advocacy of voting by urging, in January, 

1858, that Kansas be admitted under the Lecompton constitution, 

so that the free-state men, nominally in control, could then 

turn around and change the constitution--Governor Walker1s 

very idea. Fortunately, the crisis in the fight on the 
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frauds were unearthed; and fought by Douglas, the Lecomptonite 

were forced to retreat to the English bill trick; and with 

the failure of that final effort the Lecompton fraud died. 

After January, 1858, therefbre, there is no question that 

the Herald of Freedom was no longer-a free-state paper. It 

had only weakly denounced the Minneola scheme; now it 

opposed the Leavenworth constitution, and it later fought the 

Wyandott constitution, an ally of the solid Democratic press. 

But most significant of all, it was the leader in the movement 

to revive the Free State party and to oppose the organization 

of the Republican party in Kansas. 

How any one who has studied the development of the Repub

lican party knows that it grew out of the free-soil fight, 

the battle cry of which, between 1854 and 1861, was "Free 

Kansas." The logical ©volution of the Free State party, then, 

Just as soon as that party had smothered the last lingering 

traces of the Lecompton constitution by defeating the English 

bill, was from the free-state ranks straight into the Repub

lican party. The change was a natural, yes, inevitable one; 

the issue of Republicanism had become a national one; and 

with Kansas forever made free, whether she had to wait two 

years or ten for admission into the Union, any editor who was 
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at heart sincerely free-state would have seen the logic of the 

change, and like all the other strong free-soil journalists, 

would have stoutly supported the movement for the organization 

of'the Kansas branch of the Republican party. But Brown did 

not; he bitterly opposed it; and in March, 1859, he led a 

tattered remnant to Big Springs--historic ground—to reorganize 

the Free State party. But that party was dead, he there dis

covered; and thereafter his paper deolined all'the more rapidly. 

By June, 1859, then, Brown was thoroughly repudiated and 

discredited in all of Kansas Territory, and his Herald of 

Freedom was in its death struggles. It was neither free-

state nor Democratic; it was recreant. Its subscription 

list of seven to eight thousand, to whioh its owner had 

proudly pointed two years before as the rewards of his 

sacrifices for free Kansas in the sack of Lawrence, was now 

reduced to little more than one thousand or fifteen hundred at 

the most. Moreover, Brown was the subject of various personal 

attacks from his strong rival, the Lawrence Republican, which 

darkly hinted at domestic scandal on the part of the editor of 

the Hem Id,-an attack which tended to thrust that paper down all 

the faster. Bereft of honor in his party, his paper stripped 

of its influence and support, Brown soon lost by divorce the 
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wife who, while he was in jail, had toured the East and North 

getting aid with which to revive his demolished paper. His 

ruin financially, politically, and personally came almost 

at once. It was but another step to the suspension of the 

Herald of Freedom, which occurred in December, 1859. Brown*s 

enemies asserted that the famous sheet died for lack of support; 

but the opprobrium under which he was held in Lawrence, lack 

of financial support, and new interests probably, combined to 

discontinue the paper. According to Brown himself, 

"The last issue of the Herald of Freedom was dated either 
December 17 or Deoember 24, 1859. My entire stock of paper 
for the winter was frozen up in the river while in transit 
from St. Louis. W© still had no telegraph line, so I set out 
in person to find the paper to forward by special express. 
I left Kansas immediately after the last issue, which I think 
was on or about December 22. As I had a large amount of debts 
due me in Pennsylvania which would soon be barred by statute 
of limitation, I determined to take advantage of the inforced 
vacation, visit Conneautville, possibly sell my Courier building 
which I still owned, built expressly for my printing office 
and book-store, collect such debts as I could, and hasten 
back to resume the publication of the paper. 

"The first oil well had been opened on Oil Creek (Pennsyl
vania) in August before. My old patrons were perfectly wild 
over the discovery. They had started the boring of a well 
near Conneautville• I visited it, and caught the fever. I 
remembered A.D.Searl, who surveyed the city of Lawrence, told 
me of visiting oil spring on the Wea, in Miami county, Kansas. 
I found a file of the Herald of Freedom, hunted up an account . 
of it, and hastened back to Kansas, having shipped a new stock 
of paper by express, as I could "not find where the steamer 
having the former stock on board laid up. 

Arriving at home about the 10th of January, perhaps a 
little later fl860), I found the Territorial legislature in 
session at Lawrence, and they had elected Josiah C. Trask the 
foreman of the book department of the Herald of Freedom office, 
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a generous offer for the use of the office in which to continue 
the printing, and had need of all the typos, and offered me 
$30 a week to assist, and would pay me for a large amount of 
really dead stock of ruled paper I had on hand. I let the 
office to him during the session, and turned my attention to 
getting leases of the oil lands in Miami county, securing 
40,000 acres. In addition I organized the mining company of 
Brown, Soloman & Company, and commenced the boring of a well for 
oil on the Wea, Deming & Glenn doing the work. The oil pros
pects were so favorable I thought it probable I could recoup 
my heavy losses in Kansas if successful in finding oil) so I 
sold most of my printing material to Trask & Lowman, they 
establishing the Kansas State Journal and agreeing to fill out 
my unexpired subscriptions. 

"This is the true story of the reasons for the suspension 
of the Herald of Freedom, which I have never written before. 
The story published...that * it failed for want of support* was 
simply false. The excitement having died away, the Eastern 
subscriptions fell off, but our weekly issue at the time of the 
suspension was 2,400 and was rapidly being enlarged by Terri
torial subscriptions. 

"...The oil well and two others we started we were com
pelled to abandon on account of the war, for it was simply 
impossible to procure labor. When the war was over two of 
the members of our company were dead. Soloman was ruined by 
the Quantrill raid, and as X did not care to reconstruct the 
company I left the field. (17) 

n...The office, sold to Trask & Lowman, payment secured, 
by chattel mortgage, building still mine, was destroyed with 
building burnt, on August 21, 1863, at the Quantrill raid. My 
loss ranged between $10,000 and $15,000 at that time, no© one 
cent of which was ever reimbursed to me. I did not prove my 
loss in that raid, not believing an appropriation would be 
made to pay any part of it. 

"But the losses in *56 and *63 are a part of my glory 
which was paid off in personal abuse and falsification by 
the press correspondents of the Redpath and Hinton school, 
who feared I would acquire some little fame for the multitude 
of sacrifices I made without any expectation of reward in 
laboring to make Kansas free." (18) 

A brief life history of the man whose nam© was coupled with 

the Herald of Freedom is worthy of some notice. G.W.Brown came to 
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Kansas a free-soil editor from Conneautville, Pennsylvania, 

where his paper, the Courier, helped make his the banner free-

soil county pf that state as early as 1848* Ke was born at 

East Maria, New York, on October 29, 1820, and ended a long 

and varied career on February 5, 1915, at Rookford, Illinois. 

Almost to his last day he followed the profession of journalism, 

but his principal vocation was the practice of medicine after 

he left Kansas in 1865. When he came to Kansas at the age of 

thirty-four he had already made his, mark as a vigorous editor 

with advanced ideas and an eye to money-making not common 

among the journalists of Territorial Kansas; with him, he says, 

came a party of nearly three hundred friends and associates. 

At the time of his death he had warrants worth $15,000, unpaid 

claims that the state of Kansas owed him*for property destroyed 

in the Territorial struggle. In general, It may be said that 

his later years were embittered by the feeling that he was not 

appreciated In Kansas, the credit for fighting her battles 

being variously given to others but never to him* 

A pillar of strength and weakness, Brown's Herald of 

Freedom gathered about it many of the famous and most able 

men of the day. No paper In the Territory ever employed so 

many different persons who later made an impress on Kansas. In 

the five years of its life more than three hundred different 
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assistants served their turn at its oases, helped mall out 

its unusual volume of papers, toiled with its hand presses, or 

did its job work. Among these men were C.V.Eskridge, after* 
• - --V\\\\\\XN 

wards Lieutenant-governor of the state; Charles L©nhar$v the 

noted young free-state guerilla: W.W. and Edmund'' G.Ross; '/the 
v. •• •> . fp 

% '» < ' (i) < > A • > V 5 ^ 
latter United States Senator and later Terriiohi'al' governor 

X; : J / -> -
of New Mexico; Preston B. Plumb, United States Senator, who 

. _ } . ' 
was with the Herald early in 1857, together with Jacob Stotler 

and Frank A. Root, pioneer typos of the Territory. Richard J, 

Hinton commenced working for Brown in the fall of 1056, but 

he was no printer; so he was soon shifted to the business 

department, in which also worked John E.' Cook, who died with 

John Brown. Ed. P. Harris, the best proof-reader in the state, 

and others such as S.S.Prouty and Thomas A. Osborne, later 

governor of Kansas, served their time in 1856 and 1857, Osborne 

for a few weeks as foreman. Likewise the office of the Herald 

was the rendezvous of the Eastern correspondents in the 

days before these men fell out with Brown—Hinton, Redpath, 

Phillips, Realf, Tappan, Richardson, Hutchinson, and others* 

With his employees, however, it is said that Brown was a 

* sort of tyrant. "No one was allowed to talk during working 

hours in the composing room except strictly in relation to 

the work in handj and 'No admittance to visitors except on 
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business1 was conspicuously posted on the door and about the 

office. Any printer who violated any such rule was promptly 

discharged and visitors who had the temerity to venture in were 
(20) 

sure to be unceremoniously 1 fired out.'" In general, the 

Herald of Freedom was in every way the center of 'Territorial 

journalism. 

It would be as unfair and as uncalled for to speak 

frankly of Brown18 true character as he himself was needlessly 

harsh on one or two occasions in referring to men who had 
(21) 

passed to their graves. Two estimates of him, however, are 

of particular interest. That of John Brown is of peculiar 

significance in view of G.W.Brown's later attitude toward the 

strange old man of Harper's Ferry. In a letter written on 

August 6, 1858, to F.B.Sanborn, John Brown said, "I believe 

all honest, sensible Free State men in Kansas consider George 

Washington Brown's 'HeraM of Freedom1 one of the most 
(22) 

mischievous, traitorous publications in the whole country." 

More emphatic was the opinion of John James Ingall8i-"G.W.Brown 

...sustains the same relation to the anti-slavery men of 156 
(23) 

that Judas Iscariot did to the disciples." These are fair 

examples of what G.W.Brown's enemies thought of him. It may 

be more justly said, however, that he was a quarrelsome, 

impolitic editor who was never distinguished for personal 
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bravery though he often posed as a hero.. He lacked skill; 

he struck crudely, not cleverly. The laison which resulted 

in his wife's divorce does him little credit in view of her 

sacrifices for him. He became in later life a partisan of 

darias Robinson and Eli Thayer in the attacks on James H. 

Lane and John Brown. Yet his paper made him a powerful man 

in his time, and had he possessed the clear-headed poise 
* 

and the honesty of some other free-state editors, coupled with 

his paper's splendid equipment, the Herald of Freedom would 

undoubtedly have reached great heights instead of descending 

ingloriously to the depths. Something of the man may bo 

inferred from the fact that though he denied his relationship 

with the Emigrant Aid Company, he accepted from it a loan of 

$2,000 when his paper was destroyed, and later repaid this in 
(24) 

Territorial scrip, which was never redeemed:-"..The Herald of 

Freedom, which was equipped by money borrowed from the Company, 

considered it policy for a time to deny all connection with 
• (25) 

the Hew England propagandists." Perhaps the kindest and the 

justest estimate ever made of Brown was that of his enemies 

on the Kansas Free State:-that he wanted very much to do good 

.but did not know how to. 

Probably no editor of Territorial Kansas was so much abused 

and attacked by men of all parties. Riding into Lecompton as 
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one of the treason prisoners on Way 21, 1856, h© found the 

streets full of pro-slavery men, who as he passed cried out, 

"There is that g--d d d Abolitionist Brown, of the Herald 

of Freedom. Shoot him. Shoot him. Why don't you shoot the 

d—d nigger thief? Loan me a gun and I'll shoot him." Lawyer, 

editor, and later physician, he was indicted by the pro-slavery 

grand jury and held a prisoner for four months; yet it was he 

who founded Emporia; he was the man who helped sink the first 

oil well in Kansas; and his losses were probably exceeded by 

those of few men of his time. Always he rose with energy 

worthy of a better motive than actuated him in the declining 

years of his paper1s existence. From the start he refused 

to accept for the Herald of Freedom any questionable adver

tising; and his journal was a strong advocate of temperance# . 

Undoubtedly he endured many hardships in coming to Kansas, 

and certainly no few losses. Blamed many times when his 

policy proved to be the correct one, still he fell, and with 

him his paper. Without constancy, without editorial foresight 

or tact or singleness of purpose, with little charity and 

apparently dishonest, this man probably as much as any man 

of his day came to Kansas to help make it a free state. So the 

troublous career of his paper is not unlike the course of his 

own life; indeed, no paper ever represented the man behind it 
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more truly than did th© Herald of Freedom, It did not do 

its whole duty by Kansas; but neither should it be entirely 

condemned if it failed on the final stretch. The scales of 

judgment in this case shou3d be left swinging in the balance, 

and the charity Brown so often neglected to exercise be thrown 

as a mantle over the memory of the departed, excoriated, berated 

persistent, inconsistent Herald of Freedom, 



Chapter 12 

TOWN COMPANY JOURNALISM 

That Territorial journalism In Kansas is significant 

first of all because of its relationship to the national 

political struggle over the slavery questiori, there is no 

doubt. Whatever may be said for the origin of our early 

newspapers, it is unquestionably true that in effect they were 

principally political journals whose constant theme during the 

seven years of the Territorial struggle was "Free Kansas#" A 

study of the ceaseless activity in which both the editors and 

the papers participated will demonstrate conclusively this 

assertion. Moreover, the editor has never ceased since 

Territorial days to dominate in Kansas politics more,perhaps, 

than any other class of men. It is no wonder, then, that 

Kansas has always been pplitically a state to watch; for her 

first newspapers, and her first strong men, the editors, talked, 
Q* • 

thought, and wrote little else but politics, politics, politics, 

for the greater part of a decade. 

But a far more significant fact which has heretofore 

lacked exploitation is that practically none of these 
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Territorial papers were established with the idea of making 

Kansas free. Indeed, nineteen out of twenty of all our 

pioneer editors of this period came to Kansas primarily to 

make money by any and all means. It is true that their work 

here was mainly political; but few of them anticipated that 

when they determined to move westward. They never dreamed that 

their little sheets would be caught In the vortex of a national 

whirlpool and transformed in spite of themselves into crusading 

political journals—not at all. The first aim in the estab

lishment of practically every Important newspaper In Terri-
« 

torial Kansas was to make money quickly and easily. It is . 

probable, therefore, that a fair statement of the motives which 

brought editors to Kansas Is contained in the following answer 

given by early Kansas settlers concerning their reasons for 

emigrating to this particular promised land:-"We went to Kansas 

to better our condition, Incidentally expecting to make it a 

free State. We knew we took some risks but if we had foreseen 

the struggles and hardships we actually underwent, we never 
(1) 

should have gone." In other words, the settlement of this 

new Territory attracted the energetic newspaper man just-as 

It did the ambitions squatter, the young lawyer, and the broken 

down politician. He saw here a chance to start a paper in a 

growing town, speoulate in land, perhaps, and "grow up with 
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the country," This was unquestionably his chief attraction 

in establishing a paper in Kansas. Incidentally, he was 
i 

further decided to come by the feeling that he could, by 

supporting free institutions, help make Kansas a free state# 

And when that is set down, the whole is said about the origin 

of the newspapers of Territorial Kansas. 

This assertion, that what became essentially a political 

press was established for purely selfish reasons, is borne out 

by the history of practically every Territorial paper of any 

consequence. At the same time it throws light in an interesting 

fashion on the operations of the Emigrant Aid Company. If any > 

further proof were needed to demonstrate that this company was 

a money-making group of investors to whom freeing Kansas was 

largely an Incidental aim, a glance at its operations in the 

field of journalism should settle any doubt. It will be re-< 

called that in the report of that company of May 14, 1854, 

the following paragraph is to be found: 
i 

"(3)• It is recommended that the Directors procure and 
send forward steam saw-mills, grist-mills, and such other 
machines as shall be of constant service in a new settlement, 
which cannot, however, be purchased or carried out conveniently 
by individual settlers. These machines may be leased, or run 
by the company's agents. At the same time, it is desirable 
that a printing press be sent out, and a weekly newspaper 
established. This would-be the organ of the company®s agent; 
would extend information regarding its settlement, and be, from 
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t.tie very first, an index of that love of freedom and of good 
morals which it is hoped may characterize the State now to 
be formed." (2) 

The paper that from the first was the "organ of the 

company's agents" was the famous Lawrence Herald of Freedom. 

No wonder, then, that this journal was equipped far above all 

others in the Territory. The Aid Company not only lent Editor 

Brown §2,000 after his paper was destroyed in Way, 1856, but 

from the time the bargain between the two was made it assisted 

him in gathering subscriptions, and give his project wide 

publicity along with its own operations. The following adver

tisement was printed on the back of a pamphlet issued by the 

company telling of its plans and describing Kansas, and 

issued from Boston before November, 1854: 

"The Herald of Freedom" 

G.W.Brown, late Proprietor of the Conneautville, Pa., 
Courier, will publish "at the seat of government of Kansas 
Territory, an Independent Weekly Newspaper, devoted to the 
develppment of the resources of the Great West, and particu
larly in the interests of Kanzas Valley. It will defend the 
principles of the Declaration of Independence, together with 
the compromises of the Constitution, as understood by its 
framers. In favor of the greatest area of freedom, it will 
labor to prevent the extension of any institution over the new 
Territory imcompatible therewith. As this will prove the most 
reliable source of information on all matters pertaining to 
the condition and success of the colonists, Mr. Brown con
fidently anticipates a large number of subscribers from among 
their relatives and friends." 

Terms:-Two Dollars per annum, invariably in advance. 
Those desirous of subscribing can send their names, 
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direction, and the amount of their subscription to Thos. H. 
Webb, Secretary of the Emigrant Aid Society, Boston, Mass, 
Agents desirous of canvassing any particular State, or portion 
of a State, will apply as above, for all necessary information. 

Plainly this newspaper arrived in Kansas with considerable 

prestige, well advertised, and assisted financially. While it 

did not fail to become the company's organ, it tried to conceal 

its relation to the company once the.company came into ill 

repute among the settlers in the Territory. In spite of de

nials of any relationship, however, the Herald of Freedom 

speedily became known for what it really was and its force for 

aiding free Kansas was therefore weakened by its being > 

associated with a mercenary and ill-managed undertaking repre

sented by men who had political* ambitions to further, at the 

same time that they were the agents of the company. 

But the Herald of Freedom was not the only newspaper that 

had the backing of this company. Two others, the notorious 

Atchison Squatter Sovereign and the Quindaro Chindowan, sub

sequently came under the control of the Emigrant Aid Company# 

In buying out the Squatter Sovereign along with a large 

interest in the town of Atchison, the company did a real service 

for Kansas. This newspaper was the most rabid.of all the pro-

slavery sheets, and in no small measure tended to Incite violenc 

on the border. But with the spring of 1857 its wily editors 

saw from which section of the nation the greater current of 
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immigration was flowing, and decided to sell out before losing 

everything. Nominally the sale was made to a group of free-

state men interested in booming Atchison as a town, the paper 

being secured to help sell lots to the thousands of immigrants 

then beginning to pour into Kansas from the North. The pur

chasing company was composed .of S.C.Pomeroy, one of the agents 

of the Emigrant Aid Company in Kansas, P.G.Adams and Robert 

McBratney, active members of the company, and Geo. H. Kellar, 

Henry J. Adams, and perhaps another man. They acquired the 

Squatter Sovereign about the middle of May, 1857, and with it 

a controlling interest in the town site of Atchison. While . 

the association as such sold the paper to Pomeroy on August 

29, and he sold it to 0.P.Short in less than a month, never

theless the journal was secured through the agency of the 

Aid Company and became a part of the assets of that organiza

tion in its money-making schemes. The following quotation 

from a report of the company published in the Lawrence Repub

lican of August 6, 1857, demonstrates that fact: 

"..One of the most important transactions lately effected 
by the agents of the Company is the purchase by Mr. Pomeroy 
in connection with the agents of a Cincinnati Association of 
a controlling interest in the town of Atchison, on the Missouri 
river, with the whole property and good will of the Squatter 
Sovereign, heretofore the most violent and unscrupulous advocate 
cf Slavery in Kansas, and the aider and abettor of most of the 
outrages on its inhabitants. This paper has now become a free-
state paper under the editorship of Messrs. Pomeroy and 
McBratney." 



434 

The same report shows that the Quindaro Chindowan was 

the third paper in Territorial Kansas acquired by the Emigrant 

Aid Company to further its plans: 

"...It will be recollected that we had three mills lying 
idle at Kansas City on account of the disturbances in the 
Territory. These were at one time thrown into the Missouri 
river by a party of the so-called friends of 'law and order* 
who had evinced a prejudice against the company. It was, 
however, afterwards found to be for the interests of these 
merchant3 who had had the mills in charge to draw them out 
again and to hold them subject to our order. The largest of 
these mills has been disposed of on favorable terms to the 
Quindaro Association, and the price paid in city shares which 
are now selling at a large advance on the cost. We have by 
this arrangement a valuable interest in the new and flourishing 
town of Quindaro..." 

To further this interest, the company apparently had a 

printing outfit brought to Quindaro, or, at least, obtained 

possession of one with which to boom the town, directly 

under the control of Charles Robinson, agent of the Company: 

"I hereby agree, as an individual member of the Quindaro 
Town Company, to give the Board of Trade the use of the 
Printing Press, type, etc., belonging to the said Company, 
free of charge, as long as said Board may publish the 'Quindaro 
Chindowan.# Also, I agree to relinquish and pay Mrs. Nichols 
the sum of one hundred & twenty five dollars of the amount 
now due or to become due from said Mrs. Nichols to said Town 
Company, on the express condition, however, that the Board of 
Trade shall publish said paper for the term of three months, 
weekly—the first number of said paper to be published 
within three weeks from the date hereof. Quindaro, Nov. 22, 
1858. G.Robinson." (3) 

The Chindowan secured the services of Edmuhd Babb and J.M. 

Walden, two energetic young newspaper men from Cincinnati. Babb 
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did not long remain with the paper, but Walden ably edited it 

for a year, during which time it was the constant supporter of 

the Emigrant Aid Company and Robinson. The Chindowan died 

when Walden left, but was later revived by A.5.Corey for the 

Quindaro Board of Trade, with Alfred Gray as editor. Such were 

the journalistic ventures of the Emigrant Aid Company in 

Kansas, In three leading towns it had large interests; conse

quently a newspaper to boom the sale of lots and to encourage 

settlement was indispensable in all three oases. 

It is but another step to demonstrate that few of these » 

Territorial papers were not from the first intimately associated 

with the business of booming towns. It should be remembered 

that early Kansas was the mother of almost as many imaginary 

towns as there were people within its borders. Everybody 

platted a town site, hired a newspaper, had wonderfully litho

graphed pictures of the town made by able artists, and sold 

shares in tracts of vacant prairie for hundreds and thousands 

of dollars to gullible investors in ths East, Indeed, the 

days of wildcat banking were taiae compared with those of boom 

town frauds in Territorial Kansas, How one of these hamlets 

looked to the artist's imagination—at the instigation of the 

president of the town company—has been strikingly told by 

John J, Ingalls in his account of the town of Sumner—little 
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old Sumner, whose town company organ, the Gazette, boasted 

that it was the only newspaper in Kansas to outlive the 

town it came to boost. Ingalls thus, described the lithograph 

used to advertise Sumners 

"That chromatic triumph of lithographed mendacity, sup-, 
plemented by the loquacious embellishments of a lively ad
venturer who has been laying out town sites and staking off 
corner lots for some years past in Tophet, exhibited a scene 
in thich the attractions of art, nature, science, commerce 
and religion were artistically blended. Innumerable drays were 
transporting .from a fleet of gorgeous steamboats Vast cargoes 
of foreign and domestic merchandise over Kuss :pavements to 
colossal warehouses of brick and stone. Dense, wide streets 
of elegant residences rose with gentle ascent from the shores 
of the tranquil stream. Numerous parks, decorated with rare ! 

trees, shrubbery and fountains, were surrounded with the 
mansions of the great and the temples of their devotion. The 
adjacent eminences were crowned with costly piles which wealth, 
directed by intelligence and controlled by taste, had erected 
for the education of the rising generation of Sumnerites. The 
only shadow upon the enchanting landscape fell from the clouds 
of smoke that poured from the towering shafts of her acres of 
manufactories, while the whole circumference of the undulating 
prairie was white with endless, sinuous trains of wagons, 
slowly moving toward the mysterious regions of the Further 
West," (4) 

A simple enumeration of facts will show the important 

and the almost invariable connection between the founding 

of these Territorial newspapers and the founding of a town. 

Th© Leavenworth Herald, the pioneer journal of Kansas, was 

started by a member of the Leavenworth Town Company, whose 

father-in-law was the president of the company. Little is known 

of the Kickapoo Pioneer, but it boomed Kickapoo from the first, 
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and was undoubtedly a town company organ. The Atchison Squatter 

Sovereign, the most radical pro-slavery paper in Kansas, was 

born thus: 

"On meeting at Atchison September 21, 1854, the citizens 
of the coming town of Atchison agreed to donate §400 to 
Dr. J.H.Stringfellow and R.S.Kelley to purchase a printing 
plant, and the Squatter Sovereign made its bow to Atchison 
in February, 1855." (5) 

Many other pro-slavery journals that followed were likewise 

town company sheets. The Ft. Scott Democrat was the revival 

of the Ft. Scott Southern Kansan; a town company inherited the 

outfit and hired J.E.Jones to revive it in January, 1358; and 

it continued as such until 1861. Doubtless the original paper 

was a town company enterprise. The Marysvilie Palmetto Kansan, 

too, was owned by the "Palmetto Town Company," a Southern 

organization headed by F.J.Marshall, J.3.Magi11 and others. 

Its owners bought the material of the old Lecompton Union and 

hired J.E.Clardy to edit and publish the paper, which he did 

for about a year, commencing in November, 1857• The Shawnee 

(Green Springs) Monitor was probably a Democratic town • 

company paper with its eye also on the location of the county 

seat; it was Issued for a few weeks in the fall of 1857 by 

J.H.tfoonan, who printed it atWestport, Missouri, in the office 

of the "Star of Empire*" It died when the county seat was 

moved to 0lathe. Unquestionably there were others, but these 
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include the most important of the prorslavery press, showing 

what was the reason for establishing even a pro-slavery papor 

in Kansas; it was to make money for the editor and publisher, 

not to make Kansas a slave state, except incidentally. 

Similarly, a glance at the origin of the leading free-state 

journals discloses the same aim above every other--money-making® 

The Lawrence Free State and the Herald of Freedom, probably 

as much as any other papers in the Territory, were established 

in part for political reasons, but not mainly so. For Miller 

of the Free state had long been waiting for a chance to settle 

in Kansas and to take advantage of the settlement of the new 

country to make investments; and Brown of the H@rald of Freedom 

also tried other means than editing a paper to make his 

fortune. John Speer1a Kansas Tribune, too, was no sentimental 

scheme, but one to make money first and last. The Topeka 

Freeman was secured by the town company to boom that place in 

opposition to Lawrence. When Emporia was founded, the News 

was started as a necessary part of the scheme. Prouty* 8 

Prairie City Freeman1 s Champion made that city1s lots market

able. The Kansas Free State, revived at Delaware, was born of 

the fever for speculation in real estate. Sam Wood tried to 

boom Cottonwood Falls, but receiving little encouragement, 

decided to boost Council Grove; so his paper went there. Early 
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in 1857 the Millard Town Company contracted with D.D, and J.P. 

Cone to establish a newspaper, to be called the Millard City 

Times. They brought printing materials to Kansas, but,Millard 

not developing, in September, 1857, they started the Sumner 
<«) . 

Gazette, The Crusader of Freedom was primarily interested 

in selling enough of Doniphan to enable James H. Lane to pay 

his grocery bills; it falling, Lane "stood off" his creditors 

until he became United State Senator. The Contropolis Loader, 

the Leavenworth Times, the White Cloud Kansas Chief, and the 

Mlnneola Statesman—all were backed by men who carried in 

one pocket a reporter1s pad and in the other a town site 

plat with the prices of shares marked in "plain figures." In

deed, the Mlnneola capital probably was established on the 

boldest town site scheme in Territorial Kansas. Merely 

having a newspaper for the town was not enough; the company 

also guaranteed the existence of the to wn by making half of 

the first free-state legislature partners in it; but the 

rival town company papers turned on their more daring and 

crafty fellow and overwhelmed it with the glare of publicity. 

Finally, even in the gold fields, the Golden City Western 

Mountaineer blossomed out among the rocks of Colorado in 

November, 1859, the child of a Boston company that intended 

Golden City instead of Denver to be the metropolis of the 
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mountain region• The trail of the town company, then, leads 

to the door of practically every printing office ever estab

lished in Territorial Kansas. 

Most of these papers, being accomplices to what were 

virtually get-rich-quick schemes, were not palatial estab

lishments, nor did they receive much remuneration. The Squatter 

Sovereign was given a bonus of §400, as we have seen. The 

Herald of Freedom was probably the best fortified of any town 

company paper in the Territory, The usual considerations for 

starting such a paper were an interest in the town, perhaps a 

small cash bonus, and a guarantee of a certain number of sub

scriptions for the first year at §2 each. Many shrewd bargains 

were driven between editor and promoter, for a town in those 

days was worthless without a newspaper to advertise it. Some 

of the contracts made are worth noting. The Delaware Town 

Company hired R.G.Elliott to revive the Lawrence Free State 

at that place under the following typical conditions and terms: 

"Delaware was then the county seat, having won its title 
by greater diligence in the approved method of conducting border 
elections, though Leavenworth vainly protested that the un
written law of filling the quota of voters by requisition on 
Missouri applied only to political issues. A company of Lawrence 
citizens, flushed with the prevailing epidemic of speculation, 
attracted by its Superior natural landing, topography, shorter 
distance, ease of access, convenience of ferriage, and most 
available route for a railroad east through Platte City, had 
joined with the town company, greatly enlarged the plat, and 
were spending some §30,000 in the investment and in grading the 
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levee. An offer of a substantial interest in the town and a 
generous list of subscribers determined the location of the 
Free State in the town that, the year before had quartered the 
predatory band enlisted and brought to Kansas by Col. Warren D. 
Wilkes, of South Carolina, only two of whom remained and 
became citizens." (7) 

When the editor was elected to the free-state legislature 

in the fall of 1857, he sold his press to the town company; and 

when the town failed to be fluocessful--which was but a short 

time—the town company discontinued the paper. 

In just such fashion did many a free-state journal come 

into existence. The Emporia Kansas News started with a paid up 

list of twelve hundred subscribers—three hundred each from 
(8) 

03.Brown, G3.Peitzler, Columbus Hornsby, and Lyman Allen. 

The Quindaro Townsite Company owned the plant of the Quindaro 

Tribune, which it had induced a type foundry in Cincinnati 

to send out in return for a large tract of land in the town. 

A more notable bargain, however, was that which ushered the 

Topeka Freeman into existence; 

"The Topekons had from the first been alive to the import
ance of having a newspaper at their town, and had shown superior 
talent in getting the name of their settlement into the public 
journals of the East. Various schemes were put on foot for 
securing the desideratum, but none proved successful. In this 
state of mind, it may well be conceived that a great sensation 
was produced by the arrival, on the afternoon of the 5th of 
June, 1855, of E.C.K.Garvey, from Milwaukee, accompanied by 
G.W.Brown, publisher of the Herald of Freedom, at Lawrence, 
and an immediate proposition on the part of Mr, Garvey to 
establish a newspaper at Topeka. He proposed transferring 
his family, his fortune, his political and business influence, 
his stores of merchandise and his extensive law library* 
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immediately to some point in the newly settled Territory of 
Kansas, and !J,ike a nki lfull general, followed this announce
ment with the expression of decided preference for Topeka, 
provided a satisfactory consideration was offered, and followed 
this last broadside discharge upon the bewildered Topekans with 
a casual remark that he had at that mvy hour a powerful steam 
press in transit up the Missouri river*. 

"To the inquiry as to political principles, he gave 
assurances that 'Free Kansas* would be the guiding star of his 
paper. Ho would await our response till the next day. In ! 
the little log cabin--oouncil chamber of the Topeka Assooiation-
on the evening of that June day were gathered as many of the . 
wise men-of the town as could find room to solemnly deliberate 
upon the most important subject to their enterprise as any 
yet proposed. It was evident that Mr. Garvey had created a 
favorable impression by the magnitude of his offers, but there 
was a lingering apprehension that the offer was most too 
large to be all real. After considerable discussion the 
following resolutions were adopted: 

Resolved, that we will and hereby do donate to E.C.K. 
Garvey, Esq., of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, city interests Nos. 
57, 58, and 59, and that any rule.of the association incon
sistent with our action in the premises be and is hereby 
suspended, so far as it may apply to our action in the present 
case, provided that Esq. Garvey establish a good and respectable 
weekly newspaper, without unnecessary delay, in Topeka, and 
reside or exercise his influence and identify his interests 
with us, agreeably to suggestion made by him before the 
association today. 

"'Resolved, that F.G.Giles, Amos G.Adams, and Dr. S.E. 
Martin be a committee to present the foregoing resolution to 
E. O.K. Garvey.' 

"The committee lost no time in discharging its duty 
under the resolution, and negotiations were thus formally 
opened. Mr. Garvey seemed to think his offer rather lightly 
esteemed, and required that he be furnishedin addition to 
the three city interests lots 11 and 12, in block 57, 
constituting what are now lots Hos, 146, 148, 150, 152, 154, 
and 156 Kansas avenue; and further, that the association 
should erect for him thereon a publishing house 18 by 24 feet 
and two stories high, for the-sum of $400, payable by 200 
copies of the forthcoming newspaper for one year. To these 
conditions the association consented, except that for the lots 
named it was to reserve from the lots of the city interests 
given to Mr. Garvey other lots of like value, and with the 
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further condition that the paper should advocate 'free Kansas.1 
...A.G.Adams, F.W.Giles, J.F.Merrlam, P.H.Rome, and S.K. 
Martin were constituted a committee to solicit subscriptions 
of funds to pay the expenses of the building, while A.G.Adams, 
John Ritchie, and T. Molntyre were appointed to see to its 
erection. The building was in duo time erected on the 
southeast corner of Kansas avenue and Fifth street. It was 
the first frame building erected in Topoka of sawed lumber.n(9) 

it may be said that few publishers made their thrift go as 

far as did Kr. Garvey on this occasion; but the unquestioned 

importance of hie paper to the town company is evidenced by 

its accepting the terms which he diotated. 

A good example of the terms made by a rough-and-ready 

town company paper such an Ram N. Wood published at Cottonwood 

Falls, Council Grove, and other points to the West and South

west, is that made when he took his office from Cottonwood 

Falls to Council Grove in October, 1857; 

"Memorandum and Agreement: made between G.K.Wood of the 
one part and T.s.Ruffakor, M. Conn, and 8.M.Hayes, committee 
of the Council Grove Town Company, of the other part. Witness; 
that the r.aid R.R.Wood agrees to print a newspaper, the Kansas 
Press, at Council Grove, for the term of two years, from Vol. 
1, no. 12. raid paper to be under the entire control of said •. 
Wood. The said Town Company agree on thoir part to take 250 
copies of a aid paper at *1.00 per copy, in packages of not 
less than ten, and to increase the price in case of an increase 
of the size of the paper. The said Company agree to furnish 
the said Wood a room for his press six months free; they also 
agree to give said Wood the first Lot west of the Gilkey 
House, the new Hotel now being built. They also agree to give 
said Wood a lot for a house, to be settled by him off of Main 
street, also one fifteenth of the town of Council Grove. Raid 
Wood not to be taxed to pay any portion of the 250 papers 
above mentioned. S.N.Wood, (seal)." (10) 

Similarly, S.S.Prouty was a great fellow to boom towns, 
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his prairie City Freeman's Champion and Burlington Neosho 

Valley Register both being town company organs. His move to 

Burlington was an interesting one: 

"In September, 1859, S.S.Prouty arrived in Coffey county 
with his family and a printing press, arrangements having been 
previously made with citizens of Burlington for his estab
lishment at that place. In consideration of the publication 
by him of a paper in Burlington one year he was to have 25 
average town lots, a guaranty of 500 subscriptions at $2 per 
annum,' and house and office rent free for one year. The 
houses were to be ready for him by the 1st of September. He 
arrived on the 6th of that month from Prairie City, where he 
had previously published the Freeman's Champiori. The houses 
were not ready for hira when he arrived, no** had the first 
stops been taken toward securing any. He was told that he 
could deposit his goods temporarily in the first story of a 
Utile building.. .on the northeast corner of 3d and Hudson. 
The first story was vacant, but the family of Mr. Slayton 
occupied the second story. While Mr. Prouty was in the act 
of storing his goods in the unoccupied room Slayton appeared 
and ordered Prouty to move on, as the building was, as Blayton 
said, under his charge. Prouty commanded his oxen to be yoked 
to his two wagons and gave directions to move out on the 
prairie and camp south of town. It was then his intention 
to go to Lo Roy and establish his paper there, since liberal 
inducements had been offered hira by citi zens of that place 
to make Le Roy his home. About this time Geo. W. Stevens 
appeared and hearing of Slayton's treatment, offered Prouty a 
refuge in his building, which offer was accepted. Had it not 
been for the timely* appearance of Mr. Stevens Prouty would 
soon have been in camp and all the money in Burlington could 
not have induced him to return to that place. 1'ruutyf s goods 
were stored in the first story of Stevens1 building, which 
was neither plastered nor lathed. A flag was stretched across 
the room in front of which was nut up the printing press. In 
the rear his family lived. In this room on the 4th of October, 
1859, appeared the first number of the Neosho Valley Register, 
the first paper printed in Burlington. The press used was r 
the one brought to Kansas by Meeker." (11) 

Prouty had other adventures with unappreciative town 

company boomers. Nothing perhaps will better show the nature 
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of the operations to which the press was a party than the 

following story of Prouty*s first paper, the Prairie City 

Freeman's Champion, told by George W. Martins 

nA number of capitalists in 1857 laid out the town of 
Prairie City, south of Lawrence, somewhere near the lino of 
Douglas and Franklin counties. They engaged Prouty to move to 
the city and start a paper. He printed ail their certificates 
of shares, blanks, and plats. He applied for his pay in order 
to meet the expense of moving. They stood him off and he 
crowded, and finally the capitalists solemnly told him that 
after much consideration they concluded that his plant was not 
large enough for the needs of the city. There:was not a soul 
then on the town site. Prouty, however, like all editors with 
a mission, got there, and for a couple of years his Freeman's 
Champion gave it out cold and flat that Kansas had to be free, 
and incidentally he made the world understand a little about 
Prairie City." (12) 

The importance of publicity in town booming was, however, 

never bettjar recognized than in Territorial days; indeed, 

the press openly boasted that it was what made the town lot 

business a paying one. The comments of the papers of th© 

time show that the majority of them were established as town 

site aids;, and their importance in the speculative business 

is also unanimously testified to. . For example, the prospectus 

of the F-mporla News contained this announcements 

"To Business Mens-I shall publish an 'Emigrant Edition' 
of the Hews, of 1500 copies weekly, to be circulated among the 
incoming emigrants, each week, at the various points on the 
Missouri Hiver, and also at Lawrence, Topoka, and other 
historic points in Kansas. This in audition to the regular 
subscription list will make the Kansas News the best advertising 
medium in Kansas for those doing business in Kansas. My terms 
for advertising will be reasonable. P.B.Plumb." 
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Concerning the founding of the News, the following story 

is told; "A man visited the office (in May, 1857) and said to 

Plumb, *You had better have brought a load of horse-shoe nails 

than those little things,1 meaning the type." Plumb thought 

differently, so that in time it was hardly an.exaggeration to 

say that "the regular appearance of the News during the first 

year of the history of Emporia did more to save the town and 

establish it firmly in the confidence of the people than all 

else put together. It betokened a purpose which put down the 
(13) 

croakers who were prophesying that the town would fall." 

The following advertisement is a typical example of 

how the newspaper was regarded in those days: 

TO NEWSPAPER MEN 
The proprietors of a new interior town, in Kansas, with 

very flattering prospects, wish to make arrangements for the 
establishment of a Weekly Newspaper. They would prefer to 
contract for the removal ta it bf some newspaper office and 
subscription list already established in one 6f the older 
states. To an active man of the right stamp who wishes to 
settle permanently, and build himself up in the new country, 
they will give liberal inducements. 

Address, with references and full particulars, 
A.D.Richardson, Lawrence, K.T., February 20, 
1858. (14) 

No one saw the value of the newspaper better than did 

Sam Wood: 

Support the Press 
11 In commencing the publication of a paper here (Cottonwood 

Falls), we did not expect it to*pay expenses; indeed, we expected 
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to loose money• Our object was to call attention to this great 
Cottonwood Valley—its beauty and richness. The very fact of 
the existence of a paper here at once gives prominence to this 
valley, and the surrounding country, that nothing else could or 
would do. What has centered the trade, as it were, of the 
whole southwest, at Emporia, and made it one of the most prom-, 
inent points in this part of Kansas? Our answer is, the 
publication of the Emporia News*. Bay what you will about the 
paper, denounce it as you may, yet the fact is, the News, at 
Emporia, has done more to settle and build up this, part of 
Kansas than any, or all, other agencies put tqgether. Our 
object is to call attention to the upper Neosho, the.upper 
Cottonwood, and who whole country south." (15) 

Taking his cue for a little justifiable praise of the 

work of the town company paper from an article in the Herald 

of Freedom, B.S.Prouty said in his Prairie City Freeman1s 
« 

Champion of May 13, 1858: 

"When we first commenced the Champion, there were but 
four little insignicant log houses in town; lets were value
less, as they were donated away by the half-dozens and dozens 
to secure improvements; adjacent to us were rival towns with 
better natural and pecuniary advantages; two thirds of our 
own stockholders and neairly all of the farming community 
surrounding despaired of ever making a town here and hooted 
and scoffed at the efforts of its sanguine friends to do 
anything toward improving and ridiculed them as a set of crazy 
fanatics. 

"The dawning of the Champion was the inauguration of a 
new era. The ready word of encouragement it said for those 
engaging in business and hazarding in town improvements 
inspired its friends with cnnficence, and since that time the 
town has increased in size, population, wealth, business and 
influence to a degree astonishing to everybody acquainted 
with its history. Lots that were a burden to the association 
and which were donated to afford relief are now valued at ~ 
$50 to $150, and are steadily increasing, and everybody 
interested in town, with the solitary exception of ourself, 
is getting rich. This flattering and agreeable state of things 
has about been produced largely at our expense, we claim. 
Hear what the Herald of Freedom says about the value of a 
newspaper:-
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1,1 There Is not a man in the country who does not know 
that a newspaper is the making of a town. Places which would 
never have been known five miles away, but for a newspaper, 
under its influence acquire a reputation and increase in pros
perity until it takes its place among the first towns in the 
country. Property is advanced ten-fold in value by such a 
newspaper, while if it was stricken from existence real estate 
would immediately depreciate in value. Even New York, with 
all, its wealth and commerce, would hardly be New York with 
its world wide reputation should the Tribune, Herald, and 
Times be removed to some other locality•' 

"But our expectations have been more than realized. Our 
little sheet has increased in circulation until now w© print 
a weekly edition of six hundred, and still on the increase.... 
There are the names of upwards of two hundred persons on our 
books who owe us little bills from $2 to $15. Were all, even 
a part, of those bills paid, our cause wouldbe bettered 
materially. 

"Now the publication of the Champion has thus far been 
decidedly a losing business. For several months past the 
expenses of the pffice have been paid from sources outside of 
it. This state of things is easily accounted for. The prices 
of labor, stock, and everything connected with the business in 
Kansas is at least one third higher than in the state% and the 
receipts of an office owing to the comparatively sparsely 
settled condition of the country is two-thirds less. In all 
settled countries, it is estimated and generally calculated 
that the newspaper will just barely clear expenses, the hopes 
of remuheration being expected from advertising and job work. 
Here the receipts from job work are comparatively nothing# 

"...Now, friends, stand by us*. Give us your encourage* 
ment and influence, and soon, instead of our making sacrifices 
in your behalf, we will be obtaining sufficient remuneration 
for our services. We are yet bupyant, hopeful and Inspirited, 
and are looking eagerly for the day when we shall publish a 
daily in Prairie City1. 

"WHEWll" 

Having a paper owned by a number of men in a town company 

inevitably brought about some amusing complications when ths 

question arose, what should be the editorial policy of the 

paper. Very often the town booming business took no account of 
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the political beliefs of the various members of the company 

until the paper was forced by conditions in the Territory to 

take one side or the other of the slavery question. I# such 

a predicament the Geary City Era found itself when its owners 

were found to represent nearly every possible shade of political 

opinion. The situation resulting may be inferred from the 

following: 

The Geary City Era 
"This piebald sheet comes to us this week with the 

following at its head: 
Editors 

Edwin H. Grant, Republican 
Joseph Thompson, Democrat 
Earle Marble. American 

and under it the following fspicy' notices--'Our Junior editor 
wishes it to be distinctly understood that he has had nothing 
to <to with the editorial control of the Era this week. He 
claims to be a Free State Democrat, and sneers at us as a 
Black Republican. We will let him try it next week.1 

"The first was rich enough, but the last was 'excruciating.11 
A paper of its size having such an array of talent, combining 
in its editorial corps elements (if honest) antipodes, and 
natures as different as the races, whose claims to equality 
they advocate. The first editor who wields the quill with 
such force and effect is an abolitionist of the Fred Douglass 
school; he went to a half nigger and a half white school in 
Ohio, and was trained to be on an equality with his ebony 
brethren; studied with them, associated with them intimately, 
and in our opinion, looks meaner than the meanest one we ever 
saw. He is a fit subject to give tone to public oplnion--in a 
horn. The next editor claims to be a Democrat, but as the 
citizens of the town drove a true free state Democrat, Mr. 
McCahon, from the office because he would not support their 
views, we doubt his Democracy. The third is a Know Nothing— 
we thought so." (16) 

The Republican editor apparently outlasted his fellows, for 
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in a late insue of this short-lived paper Grant took this 

shot at his departed helper: 

"Our Democratic editor (Thompson) has left his post in 
disgust and gone to digging for coal. He considers that work 
more honorable than writing for a Black Republican paper." 

According to Sol Miller, in his newspaper history of 

Doniphan county, "Frequently in the editorial columns (of the 

Era) Thompson would disclaim all responsibility for the ultra-

radicalism of the other editorials in the same issue. His 

Democratic brethren over at St. Joseph cured him of that com

plaining abuut the beginning of the war. Grant got into a 

newspaper quarrel with Jack Henderson of the Leavenworth 

Journal, who challenged him to a mortal combat, but Grant 

declined. The work of editing the paper was finally left-

principally to Marble, who was a sentimental, poetic genius." 

The exigencies of maintaining life sometimes availed to 

make editors of town site papers forget political differences 

in the common cause of trying to avoid starving to death. B.C. 

Manning became a partner on the Marysville Democratic Platform 

in the winter of 1859-1860. He was a Republican and the other 

two editors were Democrats; According to his story, things 

reached desperate straits; 

"Being a Republican by inheritance, instinct and educa
tion, allow me to explain..my connection with a Democratic 
paper. On my arrival in Kansas I was not encumbered with 
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either friends or money. The questions of food, clothing, arid 
shelter for my person demanded my immediate and undivided 
attention. By connecting myself with this newspaper firm I 
secured my food and shelter; but the question of clothing was 
left an open and-sometimes a naked one. Our food that winter 
was not an expensive item, since we lived principally upon 
boiled or 'hialled * co rn, the raw material for which we 
foraged from a crib nearby." (16) 

The dependence of the newspaper upon town company aid, 

and the fleeting, evanescent nature of many a Kansas town of 

Territorial days, are doubtless responsible for.the projection 

of many newspapers that never appeared because the towns for 

which they were intended were purely imaginary. It is a common 

thing to note in the files of the old newspapers that "A new 

paper is about to be started at so and so, by so and so. It 

will be so and so In politics." Some of the more prominent 

of these unborn papers were as follows; 

February 17, 1855, the Central American was projected at 
Polistra by Parks & Patterson of the Parkevilie Luminary. 

April 3, 1855, the Pawnee Inquirer was to be started by the 
governor's nephew, and on May 25 the materials were at 
Kansas City, according to the Leavenworth Herald. 

October 15, 1855, the free-state men were about to have a 
paper established at Lecompton by J.G.Thorp and 
T.C.Stephens. 

July 15, 1855, the Council City Banner, by P.O.Conver, was 
reported as due to start on September 1. But it later 
became the TopekaState Journal. 

June 29, 1855, the Tecumseh Southerner was about to start, 
but It never did. 

November 10, 1855, a pro-slavery paper, the Lawrence Southern
er, was projected by A.L.Bounds and Henry Leis. 

December 15, 1855, the Doniphan Appeal was projected. 
April 19, 1856, the Southern Kansan was the name of a paper 

projected by Davis & Hickey, pro-slavery. On the same 
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date, the Kansae Palladium, pro-slavery, was projected 
for Lecompton by Thomas J. Key, He started the Doniphan 
Constitutionalist instead. Another paper projected at 
this time was the Southern Kansas Advocate, by Ruoker & 
Clowes. 

Early in 1856 E.C.K.Garvey was to start the Kansas Statesman 
at Prairie City, and J.B.Chapman projected the Kansas 
Intelligencer at Whitfield City. Neither appeared. 

March 4, 1858, the Central Courier was projected at Emporia 
by W.G.Holden. 

March 10, 1859, S.S.Prouty was engaged to publish the El Paso 
Miner by a town company in the gold fields. 

It was inevitable, too, that the papers representing 

rival towns should quarrel bitterly. Indeed, It is doubtful 

if the wrangles between editors who differed politically were 

half so numerous or acrimonious in Territorial days as those 

between editors who were booming rival towns. This is shown 

by the fact that editors of the same political faith were 

invari'ably denouncing their neighbors within the same party, 

frequently more viciously than they attacked their political 

opponents. Conspicuous in town company editorial exchange was 

Sol Miller, of the White Cloud Chief, who carried on endless 

wars with the editors of both political faiths In towns adjacent 

to White Cloud. In justice to him It should be said that by 

so doing he kept White Cloud on the map years after it would 

have died had an ordinary paper existed there; for no on© 

ever fought for his community more faithfully than did Sol 

Miller. His blows stung, too, whereas the controversies of 

other editors often were mere vaporings of abuse that carried 
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little of the point and wit that characterized Sol Miller1s 

thrusts. 

Among the pro-slavery papers the Leavenworth Herald, 

Kickapoo Pioneer, and the Squatter Sovereign formed a three-

cornered partnership for town company rivalry and abuse. Some 

of their remarks are classics in Territorial i journalism: 

Beautiful Extracts 
"Specimens from the truthful, chaste and classic pen 

of Kelley of the Squatter Sovereign* We give only two or 
three this week. What a pity such a rich, racy and spicy 
writer should not be employed by some of the penny-a-liner 
papers of the cities. He might there gain some distinction 
in his calling: 

"1 About to dry up.--The water in the Missouri river is 
getting very low. Navigation is in a great degree suspended. 
We learn that a duck, in attempting to swim the river opposite 
Leavenworth City last week, got hard aground on a sand bar, 
and is now anxiously waiting a rise in the river to float 
her off.1 

"•Will our neighbor of the Kansas Herald favor us with an 
exchange? Do, neighbor; it will increase your circulation one, 
which will make a grand total of at least 61.# 

"'Cholera at Leavenworth City.--We learn that the cholera 
is raging at a fearful rate in this village, to the extent 
of from ten to fifteen c aseo per day. (?) That there should 
be cholera at Leavenworth is not to be wondered at. Aside 
from its unhealthy situation, the presence of such a nusianoe 
as the Kansas Herald is enough to breed the most loathsome 
diseases.1" (19) 

Among the free-state papers, perhaps the most noted 

rivalry was that of the Centropolis Leader, the Prairie City 

Freeman's Champion, and the Minneola Statesman, with the 

Emporia News and Sam Wood* s papers chiming in now and then. 

As a matter of fact, Wood quarrelled indiscriminately with 



454 

everybody, but there was point to* the strife in which the 

Minneola Statesman took,part. Very naturally that journal 

received some very smashing blows when the Minneola capital 

scheme was unmasked, and soon went down, as did the entire 

project. Today the site of Minneola is a bare pasture. The 

press could not do everything. 

If the intentions of their founders had been carried out, 

therefore, the newspapers of Territorial Kansas would have 

formed purely a commercial press. But the current of events 

in the troubled Territory made political journals out of 

these town company, town booming papers; and instead of 

writing principally of the beauties of Kansas, farming, mining, 

and cattle raising, the newspapers had to Ignore commercial 

interests for the time and turn first of all to the political 

struggle. Some of them tried to do both, but the attempts 

to carry on consistent work such as her later papers did in 

booming the resources of the state of Kansas were necessarily 

subordinate always to the great issue of the day. The 

Territorial journals did advertise Kansas, hut in a far differenl 

way from what they had expected. They helped save Kansas to 

the Union by attracting immigrants who first of all made her 

free. But instead of exploiting her resources by legitimate 

mdans, the press told her fame through writing of murderous 

assaults, destruction of property, and general social 
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demoralization# Thus the greater movements of humanity, as 

they reached Kansas, seized upon the journaliStio materials 

that selfish motives had placed in Kansas, and made of them 

papers with a soul above everything else--a result that few 

of the founders of those early town booming journals ever 

dreamed of when they first sot out for the promised land that 

they soon made famous as "Bleeding Kansas," 



Chapter 13 

FREE-STATE AND REPUBLICAN EDITORS 

"In Kansas, future governors, senators, chieftains and 
embassadors carried printers' rules in their pockets." (1) 

"The Kansas newspaper man has had some big:shoes to fill, 
and he is to be pardoned if he neglects a cordwdod subscriber 
while writing a thundering editorial...The free-noil editors... 
had a Dewey-like dash to them...To save this soil from the 
taint of slavery was a mighty inspiration." (2) 

As has been already suggested, it is doubtful if the mem

bers of any one profession played such a conspicuous role in the 

struggles of Territorial Kansas as did the members of the news

paper fraternity. Indeed, it is difficult to find many impor

tant events in the history of the Territory in which some print

er, reporter, editor, or publisher did not have a hand. Nor 

were these events always pleasant ones, or invariably redouiding 

to the credit of the free-state cause; for it is a melancholy 

fact that some member of the press participated in many of the 

most horrible and bloody deeds of the times. For example, Char

lie Lenhart, the young free-state guerilla, was a printer and 

editor; Charles W. Dow, who was so cruelly murdered, was at one 
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time an employee of the Herald of Freedom; and following the 

murder of Dow, two journalists--Lenhart and John H.Cook, the 

correspondent, who died for his part in John Brown's raid on 

Harper's Ferry—together with a Mr. Stewart left Lawrence to 

capture Coleman, who murdered Dow. They did meet Coleman and 
i 

two others, were fired upon,and Stewart was killed, while 
(1) 

Coleman was slightly wounded. George W. Clarke, who led the 

South Carolina party which wrecked the free-state printing 

offices in Lawrence on May 21, 1856, and who is generally 

spoken of as the murderer of Thomas Barber, was a newspaper 

man; Sam N. Wood and Sam F. Tappan, leaders in the Branson 

rescue that precipitated the Wakarusa War, were rough-and-

ready journalists; and so on through the history of the 

Territory the newspaper men are found participating in every 

kind of business, both for good and for evil. 

For the sake of correctness, however, the term "newspaper 

men" should be applied rather loosely to the journalists of 

Territorial days. At that time many men in Kansas were involve* 

in th9 newspaper game in some way or other, but only a small 

proportion of these were really editors and journalists in the 

professional sense. Indeed, nearly every one of any ability 

or means dabbled more or less in the printing business, or 

reported, or helped finance a paper in those days; for with 



the numerous town company schemes on foot, men became iden

tified with newspapers who did not know a hand press from a 

corn shaller; yet their names appeared in the paper as "pro

prietors" or "publishers,11 making them newspaper men in a 

certain sense; and as such a great many men must be reckoned 

with in any discussion of Territorial Journalism. 

It would be well, then, to distinguish the following 

classes of men connected with the early papers of Kansas:-

printers or typos, correspondents or "letter-writers," pro

prietors and publishers, associate and assistant editors, 

and finally, full-blown editors. Of course, printers and 

typos were the most numerous, and only rarely developed into 

editors or reportersj but occasionally one left the cases long 

enough to help' make Kansas history; and a few were such 

capable workmen that they deserve to be remembered as pioneers 

in the mechanical and craftmanship side of Territorial 

journalism. Such men on the free-state side were, preeminently 

Ed. P. Karris, the best proof reader the state has ever had; 

Prank A. Root, who later became a ?/idely known editor and 

publisher; Frank B. Swift, who served with distinction in the 

Civil War; Thomas A. Osborne, later governor of Kansas, who 

worked a short time on the Herald of Freedom and was foreman 

on a Leavenworth paper in 1858; and Charley Garrett, 
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John Speer18 first foreman, who served with Lane's men at 

hickory Point and later in the Civil War. These are the best 

known. Harris came to Kansas in 1856 and helped net up many 

noted articles dealing with political events of the times. For 

example, the Stanton proclamation calling for a special session 

of the legislature in December, 1857, was his work. He is 

still living (January, 1916), the most noted practical printer 

in the state. Frank B. Swift also acted as compositor on many 

a historic document of Territorial Kansas, on e being the full-

page "Defi" which John Speer hurled at the Bogus Legislature 

in September, 1855; and Frank B. Root as an excellent workman 

early left his mark on the Herald of Freedom, the Quindaro 

Chindowan, and the Highland Highlander. The name of George W. 

Martin may also be mentioned here, although Martin really 

did not enter the newspaper game until aftor the Territorial 

period. He came to Kansas in 1857 and served as an apprentice 

on the Lecompton Union, there learning his lessons in politics 

so well that he never forgot them. But it was not until after 

he took hold of the Junction City Union in the early sixties . 

that he began to make his true mark as a craftsman, editor, 

and politician. As workmen, then, these men stood out in 

Territorial days as they did later, and as printers of which 

the trade should be proud they were the pioneers of Kansas. 
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The correspondents have been given their due proportion of 

space elsewhere; it remains to give adequate attention to other 

and less prominent groups. Perhaps the most numerous and least 

known men in Territorial journalism were those generally spoken 

of as "proprietors11 or "publishers." There is good reason for 

their obscurity; none of them ever made any money except, per

haps, when they left the newspaper business.- Many influential 

free-state men, however, were numbered among those who as fin

anciers, but not as editors, helped fill the gaps in the dec

imated ranks of the free-soil journalists. Such a man waB B.C. 

Pomeroy, later United States Senator, who for a time owned part 

and later all of the Squatter Sovereign. Besides taking an ex

tremely active part in Territorial politics he was also an agent 

of the Emigrant Aid Company. F.O.Adams, later secretary of the 

State Historical -Society, was another "proprietor" who helped 

finance but not edit Territorial papers, notably the Squatter 

Sovereign. Similarly situated on the Lawrence Republican were 

Lyman and Norman Allen, its original publishers, and Solon 0. 

Thacher, later prominent as a lawyer, but in those days the 

principal backer and assistant editor of the paper with his 

cousin, T.Dwight Thacher; Matthew Weightman, who with Henry 

Buckingham and others had an interest in the Leavenworth Con

servative; H.J.Adams, silent partner in the Leavenworth Times 

when it first appeared; C.K.Holliday, who was interested in 
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the Topeka papers; and doubtless many others who footed the 

bills and were unknown to fame; they paid the printer and 

stood the losses. It is interesting to note, however, that 

these men were sharply distinguished in those days from the 

editor; they were always spoken of as "publishers" or "pro

prietors" apart from the editor; for the edltor--verily, he was 

a king in Territorial days, and should never be confused with 

mere financial backers or reporters or typos. 

Similarly, a large number of men served as assistant or, 

associate editors on many Kansas papers without ever venturing 

into business for themselves; they were the patient drudges 

who often did the major part of the routine work on the 

paper while the nominal editor was out viewing the political 

heavens for signs of an-impending storm. Probably the most 

able of these was Augustus Wattles, who served on the Herald 

cf.Freedom following its revival in November, 1866. Wattles 

had a good head and really possessed ability; but he never 1 

tried to swim in the journalistic sea as an editor proper— 

a further proof of hie good judgment, considering the mortality 

rate among editors in those days. He was intimate with John 

Brown, who in 1868-1859 made Wattles' home his own during the 

troubles in Southern Kansas in which Brown took a leading part9 

at one time raiding into Missouri and carrying off some slaves. 
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Wattles corresponded with Brown up to the time of the Harper's 

Ferry raid, and it was at his home near Mound City that part 

of the plans to liberate Brown's few surviving friends from 

the Charlestown jail were laid. With other adventurous 

spirits Wattles went East early In 1860 and attempted to carry 

out the scheme},but deep snow in the mountains and other 

disadvantageous circumstances balked the daring conspirators* 

Wattles also testified before the Harper's Ferry investigating 

committee, but was, of course, nprofoundly ignorant." Another 

Herald of Freedom assistant editor was Hugh Young, corres

pondent of the Eastern press. Brown speaks of him as being a 

"good poet," On the same journal James Martin and James H. 

Green at different times were also assistant editors. 

And there were numerous others. ' Vincent J. Lane assisted 

on the Qulndaro Tribune in 1858| James Humphrey, later very 

prominent in Kansas, helped C.F. De Vivaldi on the Manhattan 

Express in I860, and later took full charge of the paper when 

the editor was made consul to Brazil. Joseph P. Root, who was 

always extremely active in the free-state cause, wrote editor

ials for the Wyandott Gazette, as did James M. Winchell and 

Col, W.Y.Roberts, both vigorous free-soil leaders. Ward 

Burlingame, who made his mark in Kansas journalism and politics 

after the Territorial period aa the private secretary of many 
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Kansas governors, did his first work on the Leavenworth papers, 

the Ledger, Herald, Times, and Evening Bulletin, commencing 

about 1858. David H. Bailey also served as assistant editor 

on the Leavenworth Times in 1858 while Vaughan and Bartlett 

ran it; he was consul to Iiong Kong in 1871 and consul general 

to Shanghai in 1879. General Nathaniel Lyon, the martyr of 

the battle of Wilson's Creek, while stationed at Ft. Riley in 

I860, contributed editorially to the Manhattan Express, advo

cating the election of Lincoln and rebuking the aggressions of 

the slave power. His editorials have been published in pam-
(4) 

phlet form. George A. Crawford, of Ft. Scott, who contested 

Governor Robinson® s right to become governor when the state 

was formed in 1861, likewise assisted how and then on the Ft. 
(5) 

Scott papers. These are a few notable cases; in general, nearly 

every one in Territorial Kansas who was active politically 

wrote for or assisted on our early journals. 

The bona fide editors, then, who actually became responsible 

for the policy and direction of a paper in the Territory, were 

much fewer in number than the newspaper men in general. More- ) 

over, they were almost without exception young men, the c 

majority of them being under thirty when they came to Kansas# 

A few were in their thirties, but only one of any prominence, 

J.C.Vaughan of the Leavenworth Times, was middle aged; he was 

fifty-one when he reached the Territory. The average age of 
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these arrivals was about twenty-seven. But John.A. Martin 

came at eighteen, and at nineteen was editing the Atchison 

Champion where a year before the violent Squatter Sovereign 

had screamed its bloody threats, Preston B. Plumb came at 

nineteen and was likewise running a paper within a year; and 

S.S.Prouty came at twenty-one. Slightly more mature and in 

their thirties were G.W.Brown, thirty-four; Robert McBratney, 

thirty-nine; John Speer, thirty-seven; F.G.Adams, thirty-one; 

S.D.Macdonald, thirty-four; J.K.Ooodin, thirty5 E.G.Ross, 

thirty; but the remainder were much younger men who had not 

yet experienced the bitter toils and poor profits of real 

newspaper work. Yet most of these men were printers and 

journalists by profession; indeed, few. of them who became active 

editors were not printers, notable exceptions being Miller and 

Elliott of the Free State, the Thaohers, F.G.Adams, Robert 

Crozier of the Leavenworth Times, and J.K.Goodln. But most 

of these men knew how to write, many of them were lawyers, and 

all were, in a general way, fairly well educated men. There 

were a few foreigners aside from the four noted correspondents 

who came from England. De Vivaldi of the Manhattan Express 

was an Italian refugee, while Matthew ^elghtman, of the 

Leavenworth Conservative, and James Humphrey, were Englishmen. 

Oddly enough, the two states, New York and Ohio, together 
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furnished the majority of the free-state and Republican 

editors. There may be no particular significance in this fact, 

unless the influence of the New York Tribune wan responsible 

for an unusual number of native New Yorkers emigrating to 

Kansas to wield the editorial pen. The significant thing is 

the youth of these early Territorial editors. The Kansas fight 

was indeed a young man1s fight in every way, but especially 

in an editorial way. , 
% 

Noble Prentis has justly seized upon the rise of the free-

state press in 1857 as a handle for his famous sketch, "Kansas 

Journalists--Men of * 57." Certainly, the men who struck out 

no vigorously beginning in May of that year won most of the 

honors of the period and later made great names in Kansas. But 

the men who came before the men of f 57--what of them? These-

were the true pioneer editors of Kansas, who for the most part 

went down and out in the year that Lawrence was sacked, the 

year when a reign of violence hushed the tnngue of the free-

ntate pres:?. These men had good cause to complain bitterly 

when, pushed aside by the newer blood of 9 57, they saw the 

fruits of.their sacrifices gathered by others, and the ideas 

they had fought for discarded for newer ones. G.W.Brown of 

the Herald of Freedom keenly resented the intrusion of the 

newcomersj but he was powerless to stem the tide of their vigor; 
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things, he wa3 crowded ruthlessly into oblivion while Plumb, 

Thacher, Prouty, Walden, Martin and a score of others went 

marching triumphantly through to a free-state victory, and 

then, without once stopping, stepped directly into the Repub

lican ranks. 

Borne of the pioneers of 154, 155, and !56 have been 

considered—Brown of the Herald of Freedom, and Miller and 

Elliott of the Free State. With them worked Bam Wood, John 

Speer, E.C.K.C'arvey, P;0,Conver, J.F.Cummings, Mark W. Delahay 

and others. Of Qonver and Cummings little is known; the latter 

ran the Topeka Freeman for a while after Garvey left it, and 

was assisted by Hayen; but they played minor roles. Convor 

edited the short-lived Topeka Kansas State Journal in 1855 

and 1856, and almost immediately passed from sight, except 

for the following anecdote which apparently shows that he later 

went over to the Democratic side: 

"Pete Conver in his prime was the editor of a Democratic 
sheet in...the days of 1 Bleeding Kansas,* His office was; " 
in the second story of a little slab shanty and across the 
narrow hall the opposition Republican sheet was printed. Conver 
and his political opponent published each week articles against 
each other of astounding virulence, even for those troublous 
times, and readers of the respective papersconfidently expected 
that sooner or later a hostile meeting would take place in 
which one, and possibly both belligerents would be made to 
bite the dust, as they were known to be practiced shots. One 
day Converts journalistic opponent was called away on business 
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and no one could be found to write the editorials. Some one 
had to be found who could answer a very bitter, sarcastic 
article which had appeared that day in Conver1s paper. High 
and low hunted the editor for a man with a pen of fire and 
Demosthenic brain, but non9 3uoh could he find* At last, in 
despair, he spoke to Conver of his trouble, when that versatile 
genius agreed himself to write an answer to his own. Accord
ingly he crossed the hallway and wrote an editorial which in 
bitter personalities had never been surpassed. It was duly 
published and Conver, who delighted to tell the story on 
himself, said that it took him many weeks to put himself right 
before the public, giving as a reason that h© knew himself 
far better than his opponent." (6) 

Garvey it was who breezed into Topeka in the summer of 1855 

with the announcement that he had a steam press on the way up 

the Missouri river, thereby obtaining from the wholly overawed 

town company several choice lots and a new building, not to 

mention a fair list of subscribers, in return for founding 

the Topeka Freeman. His paper did not last long, but he 

published the second daily in the Territory when the Topeka 

constitutional convention mot in October, 1855. Me bore an 

able part in the political struggles of the years that 

followed, later gave up journalism to run the historic "Garvey 

House," and for years was one of Topeka1s prominent citizens. 

Bam Wood has been mentioned, except that his bluntness aid 

vigor car.not be overestimated. Probably the "noblest Roman 

of them all" was John Speer, of the Lawrence Tribune. This 

veteran was already a well seasoned newspape r man when, at 

thirty-seven, he left a successfully established paper at 
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Medina, Ohio, to come- to Kansas# He at onoe became an active 

worker in the formation of the Free State party, although he 

constantly opposed the men who were largely responsible for 

bringing the Big Springs convention into being. Then he took 

in Sam Wood as a partner, moved his Tribune to Topekaeearly 

in 185G, sold out, went to sawing lumber, but returned to 

active editorial work in 1860, buying the Lawrence Republican 

to back Lane for the Senatorship--or, at least, to keep that 

paper from opposing Lane. Speer led an unusually varied life 

among the numerous Territorial conventions, lobbyings, and 

border strife, and in his time suffered more' than his share of 

misfortunes; but from it all he emerged bravely and honorably, 

one of the few men of his day whose record remains unmarred. 

After 1857 he became very close to Lane, going to any extremes 

to serve the "Grim Chieftain," whom he loved as a brother. One 

of the last acts of devotion to ,his chief was his book, "The 

Life of Gen. James H. Lane," which he himself wrote entirely 

from memory and set up by hand in the late nineties. Although 

an able man, Speer was more or less thrust aside in the rush 

of the young blood.of *57, to whom he often served as counsellor 

Of him many stories are told, but his relationship to the 

eccentric Lane probably furnishes the greatest source of inter

est. Perhaps the'story of how he wrote the famous challenge of 
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Lane's to decide the Kansas conflict by a duel of one hundred 

men on a side is typical? 

"It was at Nebraska City that the challenge to A.W.Doni
phan and A.G.Boone, but really intended for Vice-president 
David R. Atchison, to decide by wager of battle the great V 
Kansas contest—one hundred men on each side, Lane and Atchison 
respectively to be one of the number—referred to by Senator 
Ingalls, and referred to by Mr. Noble Prentis, was issued. I 
wrote it myself. Lane invited me to his room, lay down on his 
bed, pointed to a chair and table, and said, 'Write!1 Perhaps 
more than half the phraseology was mine; but the idea was all 
Lane's. I thought it was among the lost literature of Kansas 
until I saw it referred to in the Senator's work. The propos
ition was as he stated it. They were to fight in the presence 
of twelve members of each house of congress. Mr. Prentis said 
nothing came of it. He is mightily mistaken. If, in the 
exuberance of his youth and patriotism, he had been there and 
had not been one of Lane's first volunteers, he would have 
been astonished at the number of young men who felt different
ly." (7) 

Speer was probably the first state printer in the United 

States elected by vote of the people. Of him it has been said: 

"...He stood among the foremost of free-Dtate leaders. No 
history of Kansas would be complete that failed to record his 
long and conspicuous identification with all that is good and 
true in building up the progressive institutions of that great 
commonwealth.».There was no reserve in his generous nature. 
His intellect was keen, his sympathies as broad as the world 
in which he lived, and his love of justice the guiding force 
in all the affairs of his busy life. In the dark hours of 
the free-state struggle, when all seemed lost and the armed 
pro-slavery invaders were confident of victory, his courage 
was superb. While some others faltered, he was at all times 
confident that freedom would be triumphant in the last analysis 
of the controversy. No man saw with clearer vision that in 
attempting by force and fraud to establish slavery on the 
soil of Kansas the slave power invited a national conflict 
which might result in its own destruction." (8) 

Mark W. Delahay started a Douglas Democratic paper, the 
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Leavenworth Territorial Register, in July, 1855, but he stood 

for a free state and therefore his press was destroyed, the 

first in Kansas to suffer such a fate at the hands of the pro-

slavery forces. In October, 1855, he attended the Topeka 

constitutional convention as a delegate, and was later sent 

to congress under the provisions of that constitution. Accord

ing to his daughter, 

"During his absence from Leavenworth to attend a conven
tion at ^awrence for the nomination of officers under this 
constitution, December 22 (1855), and very cold weather, our 
neighbors on the east side of the Missouri river, being highly 
incensed at the position father had taken in politics, crossed 
the ice, mobbed the office of the Territorial Register, de
molished the press, carried it to the river, cut a hole in 
the ioe and slid it into the Missouri. Ihen they strewed the 
type in the street and would have burned the office but for 
the friendly intervention of Col. Wm. Russel•..who claimed 
the building as his own. On the return of the delegates from 
Topeka they were warned to leave the Territory. Five hundred 
dollars was the price offered for my father*s head..In the 
minority, concluding that prudence..was best..they departed 
New Year4s Eve in a wagon by night, all armed to the teeth, 
until they reached Jefferson City, Missouri, where they could 
take the railroad to St. Louis, and thence East..." (9) 

Delahay's first newspaper venture did not satisfy him, 

however; so he brought out another press in 1857, after helping 

in the presidential campaign of 1856, and started the Wyandott 

Reporter, in addition practicing law and running a hotel• He 

was a delegate to the Baltimore convention in 1864 and, in 

general, brought the beginnings of Kansas journalism very close 

in a personal way to two of the greatest statesmen of the times, 
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Stephen A. Douglas and Abraham Lincoln, Delahay was a close 

friend of both of these men, and in no small measure emjoyed 

the confidence of both. On the walls of his first Kansas 

newspaper shop he hung a large picture of Douglas; and h© 

entertained Lincoln when the statesman first visited Kansas. 

Through Lincoln Delahay was made surveyor-general of Kansas 

and later United States Judge, He was also an intimate friend 

of Lane. John Speer tells this story of the two men: 

"Delahay working in the-East in the campaign of 1856, 
told me an amusing story of their appearance together in New 
York, hungry, in a restaurant, Lane penniless, and Delahay 
with only seventy-five cents, bogging his co-partner to 
moderate his appetite for another meal; but they left that 
table without the means for a plate of soup. * How on earth,* 
said 1, 1 did you get out of that great city?* 'Oh,1 said 
Delahay, laughing, 'Lane hunted up a committee, replenished 
our treasure, and the committee got out bills and rented a 
hall with such good results that they sent us on our way 
rejoicing for an assault on Democratic Connecticut.1" (10) 

Such were the pioneers. Only Robert Crozier's Leavenworth 

Times broke the year of silence that hung over the free-state 

press between May, 1856, and May, 1857. Crozier was no 

newspaper man, though he is said to have edited an Ohio 

paper before coming to Kansas; he was primarily a lawyer. But 

he and a few others, after the reigh of terror for free-state 

mc?n in Leavenworth in the winter of 1856-1857, decided some

thing had to be done; so "he.proposed to the free-state men that 

if they would raise a few hundred dollars he would put in a 
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like amount and start another free-state paper. The money was 

raised and Crozier and Henry J. Adams, the latter to represent 

the interests of the contributors to the subscription fund, 

went to Cincinnati to buy the newspaper office. In the spring 

when the river opened they came on with the newspaper office 

and the paper was started.».March 7, 1857. Crozier was for a 

time the editor; and he conducted the paper fearlessly and 

judiciously in the interests of the free-state party and for 

the promotion of the business interests of the community. Col. 

J.C.Vaughan and his son, Champion, trained newspaper men, 

coming out, began to write for the Times, and afterwards they 
(U)  

took entire charge of the paper, Crozier retiring." This 

is a good example of the way many men who were not professional 

newspaper men helped found Kansas journalism. Possessed of 

cuurage and poise, they stepped in when the times called for 

fearless editing and helped give the Kansas editor a permanent 

reputation for courage and strength. Crozier was later 

appointed United States district attorney, and in 1863 was 

elected chief justice of the supreme court. In 1874 he was 

appointed United State Senator to fill the vacancy of Alex. 

Caldwell, resigned. In general, he continued to fill a 
• . 

creditable place in Kansas history just as he began by starting 

a free-state newspaper in a community where the lives of free-

soil men were held lightly. 



473 

The free-state press that rose In May and June, 1857, and 

in a year fought the Lecompton swindle off its feet, brought 

Territorial journalism its second wind. New men almost entirely 

supplanted the pioneers; and as a result, Republicanism in 

the ranks of the Kansas press began with the newcomers, who 

held off their final drive to organize the Republican party 

until after the English bill was defeated in August, 1858. But 

what an illustrious lot these new men were. Some of them had 

been residents of Kansas less than a year; the remainder came 

on with the great immigration of the spring and stammer of 1857. 

Plumb of the Emporia News had arrived in 1856, nineteen years 

old, but already a man; Prouty, too, came in 1856 clear from 

Chicago, dra.\n by the magnetic Lane; the Ross brothers had 

already arrived; and then in 1857 came the Thachers, Robert 

McBratney, the Vaughans, father and son, J.M.Walden, H.B. 

Taylor, S.D.Macdonald, Sol Miller, John A. Martin, the infant 

of the press--only eighteen--and the Cone Brothers, staunch 

free-state and Republican editors of Northern Kansas. In 

short, hardly an editor of note in Territorial Kansas arrived 

later than 1857. 

These men formed the nucleus of the journalists who 

defeated the Lecompton swindle. Almost without exception they 

followed the wing of the Free State party which refused either 



474 

to countenance the Lecompton measure in any <way or to condone 

corruption in the free-state ranks. They fought for the 

Leavenworth constitution, they annihilated the English bill, 

and then they swept on, with a large constituency behind them, 

into the Republican party. 

J.M.Walden, who in Territorial Kansas had few superiors 

as an editor, was one of these. After running a paper in 

Illinois and reporting for the Cincinnati Commercial during 

the Fremont campaign, he came to Kansas and began to edit the 

Quindaro Chindowan in May, 1857. A fearless and uncompromising 

advocate of free-state principles, he was often threatened 

with violence, but never took a backward step. On one occasion 

when it was reported that a large number of ruffians were 

approaching the town for the supposed purpose of destroying 

his office, he was urged to leave the place and seek safety; 

but he only replied with emphasis, "Let them come; they will 

find me right here in my office." He was a delegate to the 

Leavenworth constitutional convention and the author of the 

address of that convention to the American peopie. In 1858 

he was elected superintendent of public instruction. Later 

in life he became a bishop in the Methodist church. With 

him came Edmund Babb, a -correspondent and pupil of the Cincin

nati press, but Babb did not stay long; neither was he warmly 

in sympathy with the free-state cause. Walden himself remained 
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only a year, after which the Chlndowan quickly died, although 

it was later revived. 

Plumb, of Emporia, was in for town booming and real 

estate from the first, but his Kanzas Wews waa the leader of 

the interior papers in all things that were for tho free-state 

cause. Plumb did everything from edit to playing at soldier, 

at one time serving under Lane in the work of protecting the 

Territory. His denunciations of the Minneola scheme, too, 

were classic. In R.J.Hinton he had an excellent assistant 

whose literary skill guided and polished Plumb's rugged, 

pointed remarks, making an unbeatable - combination. Then, too, 

Jacob Stotler was with the News from its origin, first as 

printer, then as editor, contributing in no small degree to 

its effectiveness. 

Meanwhile the Vaughans were taking over the Leavenworth 

Times and making it the leader of the Republican press in 

the Territory. The father John G. Vaughan, was of Southern 

ancestry. Driven from South Carolina for his anti-slavery 

sentiments, he went North and as a lawyer and editor made an 

enviable record before the Kansas conflict commenced. He 

founded the Cleveland Leader, and later with Joseph Medill 

started the present Chicago Tribune. His was the draft of I. 

the Republican call for a convention in 1856, and he was active 
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in the sessions of that meeting, indeed, he was one of the 

mofct pro minent organizers of the Republican party, being one 

of five men who determined on the circular and call for the 

Pittsburg convention of December, 1855, which met and later 

developed into the Philadelphia Republican convention of 

1856. A man of national breadth and influence, ho .left a 

place of note in the North and came at tho age of fifty-one 

to work on and then to own the Leavenworth Times. His son, 

Champion—orator, poot, correspondent, and brigadier general 

for gallant service in the Civil War--ably assisted him, and 

afterwards edited the ^envei* Tribune from 1872 to 1876. Young 

Champion Vaughan died miserably as he had live recklessly, 
j 

an adventurous, full-blooded man; yet he helped make Kansas 

free. In similar fashion the father ended in the poorhouse a 

life filled with personal disasters; but he made the Leaven

worth Times from the start a first-class newspaper. It was 

very largely the work of such men as the Vaughans that placed 
(12) 

Kansas journalism from the first on a high plane. 

The Ross brothers, Edmund G. and W.W., did not really 

got into the Kansas fight until they started the Topeka 

Record in the fall of 1859—the first eight-page paper in 

Kansas, as neat as a pin, clean, and bright. It was Edmund G. 

Ross who, on April 5, 1856, in the office of the Milwaukee 
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Sentinel * receive d the present of a rifle from his fellow 

printers. He, their foreman, was leaving for Kansas, and 

"it was inscribed to him as an earnest of their good wishes 

for him and for freedom in Kansas." Later he went to the 
i 

United States Senate and cast the vote which kept Andrew 

Johnson from being successfully impeached. The execration 

he received from his Kansas constituents for this act prac

tically drove him from the state, an exile; but time has 

justified his firm and heroic stand in voting as he did. He 

was later Territorial governor of New Mexico and died there 

in 1897, still in the newspaper business. W.W.Robs, who was 

perhaps less prominent than his brother, came to Kansas in 

the spring of 1855 and located on a farm near Lawrence. In 

October of that year he assisted John Speer in publishing the 

Kansas Tribune at Topeka and later with his brother continued 

its publication until the summer of 1858. rta ss wan an active 

free-state man, a delegate to the Leavenworth convention, 

and a delegate in I860 to the National Republican convention 

in Chicago. There were no stronger free-state and Republican 

editors in Territorial Kansas than the Ross brothers. 

The list is a long one, each man contributing something 

here and there to form a tradition from which the papers of 

Kansas have drawn strength and inspiration ever since. There 
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was Robert McBratney, who first edited the Squatter Sovereign 

after it was bought from its pro-slavery owners. Atchison at 

that time was strongly anti-free-state, and it took nerve to 

launch a free-soil paper there; but MoBratney did not flinch# 

He had learned how to conduct a newspaper back in Ohio, having 

run one in Xenia, the same town the Plumb hailed from. His 

experiences in Atchison are suggested by the following: 

"Robert McBratney was a very courageous man. S.C.King 
recalls that while clerking in a store here (Atchison), John 
Jackson decided to challenge McBratney for some offensive 
utterance in his paper. Jackson selected Dick Bennett as his 
second, and Bennett asked King to draw up the challenge. King 
had read a good many novels and wrote the challenge in the 
choicest novel language, begging McBratney to name his 
weapons, and grant John Jackson's outraged feelings satis
faction, etc. Dick Bennett handed McBratney the challenge 
on the street® McBratney read it coolly and then tor© It up, 
saying to Bennett that he had a notion to look Jackson up 
and beat him to death for his Impudence. Jackson was an 
all-round tough and McBratney refused to meet him as a gentle
man, although he said he would beat his face off of him if he 
ever appeared in his way. McBratney often made speeches in 
the days when the pro-slavery men were In control: and usually 
laid a six-shooter on the table before him." (14) 

Ti.D. Macdonald, with his Wyandott Gazette, was another 

contributor to the beginnings of Territorial journalism. He 

printed the proceedings of the Wyandott constitutional con

vention, receiving in payment $2,000 in Territorial scrip which 

he later was fortunate enough to sell for $500. In addition, 

he ran a daily paper while the convention was in session. His 

partner, R.B.Taylor, appeared about this time; it was he who 
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in 1869 collected the material which forms the basis of this 

study. He was still running a paper at Wyandott when Richmond 

fell. It is said that h© announced the news by coming out ! 

and in a clear, powerful voice crying, "Ring the bell, 

watchmanI" • 

The youthful prodigy of the Territorial press was John A. 

Martin, who at nineteen secured the Squatter Sovereign from 

O.F. Short and in February, 1858, boldly renamed it "Freedom's 

Champion." That was adding insult to injury in pro-slavery 

Atchison, but no one molested the straight-spoken young editor. 

A picture of him at this time has been left by one of his 

friends: 

"I remember John A. Martin well as he appeared at that 
period of his life. He was nineteen years of- age when he 
took editorial charge of the Champion. He had learned the 
printer's trade in a newspaper office at Brownsville, Penn
sylvania, under a capable and intelligent master who had 
incited his ambition to beqome something more than a mere 
mechanical printer. He had aimed to qualify himself for news
paper work in all its departments} and from the beginning he 
showed that he was ably qualified. I remember that once or 
twice not long after he took charge of the paper, whose name he 
changed to Freedom's Champion, when called away for a week or 
two he asked me to provide copy for his paper# He had his own 
poetry and some miscellany on hand from which he desired me 
to select what should go on the outside of the paper. His 
poetry was contained in a well filled scrap book which I 
presume he had made up while an apprentice at Brownsville. The 
book he put into my hands with the request that I should 
select from that the poetry to go into the paper, pointing 
to a check mark which he had placed upon the pieces he had 
already used. I was free to select from the others. Apprecia
tive readers of the Champion cannot fail to have observed 
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with what good judgment Col. Martin*s poetical selections were 
always made...The young editor, mere youth as he was and new 
to Kansas, too, exhibited a correct judgment as to men and 
policies at the outset. Overwhelmingly free-state as Kansas 
had become, there had already arisen in the party personal 
rivalries and divisions on minor issues which required judgment 
as well as a keen sense of right and justice to enable a 
political editor to strike straight to the mark for the best 
public good. Martin, though he struck out boldly, made no 
mistakes at that trying period.M (15) 

Another contemporary has said, 11 In May, 1858, a few weeks 

after he had taken charge of the Champion, we were in Atchison 

and called at his office. We found- a plump, round-faced, 

fresh-complexioned boy, who although well grown, still had a 

very boyish look. Even then he displayed the feeling that 

for years was characteristic of Atchison people, and that 

animated every citizen of the town regardless of party dif

ferences, until within the past few years—that Atchison was 

superior to any other town and was first and foremost in all . 

things." 

Prom the first Martin was in favor of organizing the 

Kansas branch of the Republican party. No one ever stated 
! • 

the true issue better than he when he urged the substitution 

of the Republican party for the Free State party. When the 

Civil War broke out, he at once enlisted and won honors. In 

the course of time he became governor of Kansas. As an 

editor he wielded a telling pen that was, however, often bitter 

and without the relieving humor that characterized others of 
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his time, notably Sol Miller. For example, the Champion of 

February 19, 1059, said -

"Gen. McLane, of the Leavenworth Ledger, started for 
Washington last Sunday night. He will be gone several weeks.--
Heralcl of Freedom. John Smith, of the Bungtown Gazette, started 
for Pinkville last Friday, at exactly two minutes,and eleven 
seconds before twelve o* clock. He will be gone a month and 
a day." 

An adventurous youth was S.S.Prouty, another of the 

Republican group, and an ardent follower of Lane. Prouty 

at the age of twenty-two followed Lane to Kansas, joining 

an immigrant and semi-military organization at Chicago in 

June, 1856, and coming with it to Kansas. At Lexington, 

Missouri, his party was disarmed, and at Leavenworth thoir 

provisions and other equipment were taken from them. He was 

also held prisoner for two days at Weston, Missouri, and then 

taken down the Missouri river.. In September he joined 

another Kansas colony and reached Kansas only to be inter

cepted again and captured near the Nebraska line by Col. 

Philip St. George Cooke, commander of United States troops. 

The party was finally released about four miles frdm Topeka 

by Governor Geary. Prouty settled on a claim near Baldwin and 

in the winter worked on the Herald of Freedom, in June, 

1857, he issued the Prairie City Freeman's Champion, a 

staunch free-state and Republican paper. He hdd a hobby of 
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making fun of the bachelors and urging the need of more women 

for the young pioneers of Kansasj and for a time he jokingly 

ran advertisements in his paper in which the charms of the 

Kansas squatter were exploited. Speaking of bachelors, he 
i t; : • • 

said in his issue of August 13, 1857: 

Hard on °ld Bachelors 
"We learn that at the land sales; at Osawkee unmarried 

men were obliged to pay 25 cents per acre more for lard than 
married men. In behalf of the unfortunate clas3 of individuals 
we strongly protest against this outrageous proceeding. In 
the states where girls are plenty, we would shout 1 Amen,' ! 
to all such operations; but here, where 'ribs' are so scarce 
that nearly all our bachelors are made so from necessity, 
owing to their inability to obtain the article, we do think 
this taxation levied upon them entirely unjust and tyrannical. 
Can it be that the incorrigible woman-hater of the White House 
had a hand in this matter? It don't look reasonable.11 

Of Prouty*s friendship for Lane John Speer tells this 

story: 

"As we think of Lane8 s friends, our memory runs back to 
the gallant Col. S.S.Frouty. He dropped his composing stick 
in a Chicago printing office and followed him (Lane) on foot, 
his knapsack on his back, through Iowa, Nebraska, and Kansas, 
to Prairie City* where he established a newspaper, ably 
supporting him (Lane); thence onward he moved to the Neosho 
Valley, where he became a leader in journalism. 1 Jim Lane 
forget his friendsIV Let us tell. The war was raging. Prouty 
and Lane and I sat in his parlor on P. street, Washington. He 
sayb, 'Excuse me, gentlemen; I have business at the War De
partment.' Perfunctorily we walked with him a block, one on 
each side, during which he said he was going to the Department 
to have Mr. Findlay, of Lawrence, made a quartermaster. I 
left him; Prouty walked on, and as he entered the office, 
Prouty said, 'Why cannot you have my name put in that blank?1 
'I can.1 And in it .went. Findlay*s appointment was delayed 
but not forgotten." (16) , 
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Joel R. Goodin should not be forgotten--a lawyer by pro

fession, but editor of the Statesman when Minneola was about 

to be made the capital of the Territory. Without question 

Goodin was . prime conspirator in this brazen scheme. He was 

largely interested in the town company and likewise was an 

influential and active politician of the times. He played his 

part well in the free-state movement, but lost effectiveness 

when Republicanism or Democracy came to be the iseine. The 

Atchison Champion thus pictured him at the Leavenworth Conven

tion: 

"Joel K. Goodin of Franklin is, or rather was, the leader 
of the clique that played on the harp with the Minneola 
strings. lie was a member of the last legislature, and although 
that body was not celebrated for scrupulous honesty, Joel out-
Keroded them all, with the exception of Crozier. When the 
convention assembled at Minneola, he introduced resolutions 
opposing the adjournment; but as the members had lost faith in 
tVe mythical capitol, and were opposed to aggrandizement and 
corruption, the supporters of Joel's resolutions were like 
&ngel* s visits, few and far between. He could muster but 
nineteen adherents out of seventy-three; and Minneola was for
saken to the snakes that are its proper and 'rightful owners. 
Goodin is uneasy in the convention; for it does not respect 
him. He is a stalwart, portly, fine-looking personage, and if 
he were more for principle and less for self-interest and 
policy, might make a good men. He lately acquired an unen
viable reputation for his ungehtlemanly assault upon Mr. Hinton, 
the late editor of the Kansas News.11 

An editor who should be rated among the free-state scribes, 

yet who was as nearly "on the fence11 as any Territorial jour

nalist ever got, was G.W.McLane of the Leavenworth Ledger, a 
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daily started about January, 1858. McLane was 

"A curious compound of qualities which made him popular 
though he had little ability and no Influence. The Ledger 
inclined to the Free ^tate party but was indepe ndent in 
tone and very slangy in style and utterances. McLane had 
a certain set of slang phrases which he was always using, and 
when some outsider wanted to contribute an article to the 
editorial columns, he managed to press the editor's pet 
phrases into the service and thus saddle the responsibility 
upon him. I have known as sedate and plausible a gentleman as 
Judge Robert Crozier to sandwich such stirring sentiments as 
'sound the trimbril,1 1 beat the guzzfuzzy,' 1 turn up your 
toes to the daisies,' and other inspiring utterances. Thus 
was McLane charged with enormities of which he was as innocent 
as a babe." (17) 

Sol Miller—here is the most peculiar and individual man 

of all Territorial journalism. He came to* Kansas in 1857 

and started the White Cloud Kansas Chief, determined to stay 

out of politics, but, as he naively remarks, he kept out just 

about a week. Politically he supported the decadent American 

party and was strongly suspicious of all "foreigners,11 His 

defense of G.W.Brown of the Herald of Freedom when the special 

.correspondents were marring that gentleman's reputation is 

probably owing in part to the fact that h9 distrusted the 

four Englishmen then prominent in Kansas politics and journal-

ism--Redpath, Kinton, Phillips, and Realf. In his Chief of 

August 20, 1857, he said: 

"It is worthy of notice, that almost all of the Kansas 
correspondents of Eastern papers are foreigners and are the 
special pets of Governor Robinson. While we would not condemn 
them on account of their birthplace alone, we would have a 
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right to question their patriotism to our Government, when we 
hear them declare that we must go into the Union under the 
?opel:a constitution, or stay out of it under the same." 

Again, the Herald of Freedom of April 1G, 1059, quoted 

the Chief as follows:--

""• e have received a copy of Redpath' o 'Roving Editor.4 
Although we are on terms of personal friendship with the au
thor, yet we cannot advise any one to purchase his book, as it 
abounds with evil# Its object is disunion, insurrection and 
bloodshed,—the author openly avows that this in what he is 
laboring for, and for this purpose he came to Kansas—that 
this was the object of himself, and the party with which he 
acted here (the radical wing of the Free State ;party) and 
that it only failed through the conservative influence of some 
of the Republican leaders in the nation# When foreigners come 
among us, with ai ch an avowed object, have they a right to 
complain that American citizens, who love their countrv, 
should unite in a party to put down foreign influence?" 

Sol Wilier was always slow to become excited over any 

new movement, for he was too shrewd to let sudden enthusiasms 

carry him away, and yet level headed enough to see without 

question which way the wind really blew. Therefore he refused 

to rush to the support of the FreeState party with a vim, just 

as he was hesitant in embracing Republicanism# But once he was 

won over, no one ever questioned his loyalty; he was immovably 

fixed, as his subsequent record shows. He was full of wit 

even when cracking the knuckles of his enemies and contemporar

ies, and let few events pass without seeing their humorous 

side. Probably no other editor in the Territory wrote so many 

feature and "take-off" articles as he. Here is a good example: 
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Great Sale" 
By virtue of a writ of foo foo to me directed, I will sell 

to the highpst bidder at the city of Sweet Kickapoo, in Kansas 
Territory, on the last of the Dog Pays, the following articles, 
all being the property, and part of the handiwork of, the 
late James Buchanan, to-wit*-

~ One Constitution, called Lecompton--very much abused and 
tattered. 

Five million acres of land, of a choice quality, selected 
expressly for the people of Kansas but by a strange circum
stance, never received by them. 

Ten thousand copies of the English Bill; one thousand 
sheets of paper containing the words, "Proposition accepted"; 
and a number of certificates of eleotion (including thohe of 
the free state members of Leavenworth county). All this is 
excellent paper for wrapping up groceries, cigars, tobacco, 
and so f orth. 

A large quantity of arms and munitions of war--exoellent 
for subduing "factious majorities." 

A number of Free State scalps—valuable as relics. 
One candle box—somewhat soiled, by being buried" in the 

ground. 
The sites of several large cities, named Oxford, Kickapoo, 

and Shawnee—fine posts for antiquarian researches. 
A large number of ready-made writs of mandamus and habeas 

corpus--suitable for aiding rascality of any and every degree 
of enormity. 

An unlimited number of Congressmen, editors, and politi
cians. These were purchased very cheaply only last spring, 
and will be sold at any price whatever--in fact, if they have 
to be given away, it will not bo cheaper than thoy feel, 
about this time. 

This sale will positively come off at the time and place 
specified, without fail. The property must all be disposed 
of, as the late owner "bursted" in the attempt to carry 
Lecompton, empowering me, by will, to sell it for the benefit 
of a plundered treasury.. 

Terms of sale—cash. 
John Candlebox Calhoun 

Administrator cum testament© annexo of James Buchanan* Defunct* 
-(18) 

No- better tribute has ever been written of Sol Miller 

than that of Koble Prentiss-
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"The veteran of the Kansas weekly press Is Sol Miller, of 
the Troy (formerly White Cloud) Chief, started in 1857, in 
the same county as the White Cloud Chief# Miller came to the 
flourishing Missouri river port of White Cloud, a young man 
from Ohio, bringing his printing office with him, While his 
name Is known to every Kansan, few men have taken the Kansas 
public less into their confidence as regards matters of 
personal history...This much may be inferred: that he went to 
school when spelling was taught in tho thoroughly old-fashioned 
manner, and that he spelled everybody downj that he served 
his time1 in the days when an apprenticeship to the printing 
business meant three to five years without an idle moment; 
and further, that he was brought up in a country entirely 
American, where traditions of the war of 1812 and tales of 
the atrocities of the allied British and Indians were still 
told by the evening fire. Sol Miller is an American in every 
fiber and every bone. He fills his first page with stories 
of American valor in ancient and modern days. His selections 
of poetry are all from.the good old American authors, and he 
excells Aliibone himself in his knowledge of all the American 
writers of prose and poetry. He is a recognized authority. 
Given any old song, and Sol Miller can recall the name of the 
singer, no matter how long ago he ceased to sing. H© observes 
all the Revolutionary anniversaries, and furnishes, as the 
day returns, a great story of appropriate 'reprint.1 He 
is full of country lore; knows all the signs of an approaching 
hard winter, including the 'goose bone,1 and never fails to 
note the coming of 'ground-hog day.1 The teachings of the 
old time printer who first 1 taught him the boxes* still 
remain. The Troy Chief, with its wide columns, its clean 
face, and its marvelous correctness, is a newspaper among a 
thousand. Very savage, yet funny withal, are the columns of 
the Chief.•The victim swears, yet the unfeeling public is 
prone to laugh at the sudden and overwhelming nature of the 
catastrophe. Few men are so seldom seen abroad. Editorial 
conventions and excursions and merry-makings delight not him. 
The object of his existence is to get the Chief out on time. 
In his office in Troy with his sleeves rolled up and surrounded 
by such stacks and piles of newspapers and such boxes, drawers, 
and barrels of clippings as grace no other printing office 
in this Western country may be found old Sol Miller; queer, 
bright, quaint, original, a man of old-world virtues, yet 
keeping his eyes on the moving hands of Time's dial.11 (19) 

His Chief is still running, removed from White Cloud to 

Troy. 
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Another picturesque personality among the Republican 

editors was Charles P. De Vivaldi, who founded the Manhattan 

Express in the summer of 1859# Horace Greeley visited Man

hattan when he passed through Kansas in that year and thus 

commented on De Vivaldi's paper and his rival at Junction City! 

"At Junction City is a newspaper--the most westerly, I 
presume, in Kansas, apart from the Pike's Peak region—founded 
and kept alive by an army sutler, and of course 'Democratic' 
in its inculcations. In opposition to it the Manhattan Express . 
is about to be issued here by Mr. De Vivaldi, an Italian 
exile and a devotee of universal liberty, who will of oourse 
sustain the republican cause. I commend him and his journal 
to the confidence and patronage of all who would like a 
weekly bulletin from the Par West." (20) 

This paper, originally called the Western Kansas Express, 

was among the first printed west of Topeka. Besides being an 

Italian refugee, De Vivaldi had another romance. Early in 

the fifties he was a priest at Green Bay, Wisconsin, but con

cluded to leave the church and marry. Later he secured an 

appointment as United States consul to Brazil under Lincoln. 

After a few years in this service he returned to the priesthood 

and for twenty-five years was a missionary among the Indians 

of Patagonia. Among Kansas editors he was referred to as "Don 

Carlos Furioso De Vivaldi." S.D.Maodonald, formerly of the 

Wyandott Gazette, is responsible for the following story of 

De Vivaldi's relationship to the church he renounced for his 

wife;-
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"In the year 1859 De Vivaldi landed in Wyandott with...a 
wife..While in Wyandott he told me he had been a Catholic 
priest but had left the church in order to get married; and 
while there he received a letter from the Pope, which he handed 
me to read. It was an earnest appeal for him to renounce,his 
wife and come back into the church, but he said he wouldn t 
give up hi8 wife and baby for the whole world. Then while 
publishing his paper in Manhattan he went to Washington on 
the suggestion of James H. Lane that he would obtain him a 
foreign appointment. But Lane wanted some fun first and told 
Lincoln and Seward how De Vivaldi feared the Jesuits, and they 
arranged a meeting at which, besides the two above named, the 
room was filled with Kansas men. After a general conversation 
for some time, Mr. Seward said, 1 Well, Mr. Vivaldi, we have been 
considering your claim for an appointment and have concluded 
to send you to Rome.1 At this announcement Vivaldi dropped 
on his knees before the secretary and said • *0, Mr. Secretary, 
don t send me to Rome; they would kill me, and then when 
their fun was over, they told him they would send him to a 
consulate in Brazil. He was a cultured gentleman of fine 
presence and polished manners." (21) 

D.B.Emmert was better known as an editor after territorial 

days, but he got into the game shortly before Kansas became a 

state, starting the diminutive Auburn Docket in June, I860. 

The paper lasted a year and was then moved to Marina ton and 

made into the Monitor which was later moved to Ft. Scott. He 

held many state offices in later years. 

Another brilliant fellow who dabbled in the newspaper game 

was Dr. Edwin H. Grant, an adventurer who turned up at Leaven

worth in 1856-1857: • 

"Among others he projected the town of Hiawatha.• At Leav
enworth he organized a company to establish the town of Geary 
City in Doniphan county•..Grant was a printer and editor and 
in Iowa had experienced the value of a newspaper in booming 
a new town; so we bought the newspaper outfit with which was 
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started the Geary City Era in the spring of 1857, of which 
Grant for a time was editor...The Era was the third paper 
started in Doniphan county. Dr. Grant was a versatile genius. 
He was a son of Dr. Asabel Grant, the distinguished pioneer 
in missionary work in Asia...Our Kansas Grant had been highly 
educated. He took learning intuitively. He had practiced 
medicine and I think had practiced law...There was in Kansas 
at that time no place that he di d not seem competent to fill, 
and no business which he did not feel himself able to run. But 
if he ran it, though amiable and courteous in his manners, his 
mind and his hands took such a grasp of the whole business that 
he alone must run it to be master of the job. In his tramps 
that winter of 1856-1857 he took cases on Ross1s Tribune at 
Topeka for a short time. Meeting W.W.Ross some time later X 
asked hbout Grant as an assistant in his newspaper office. 1 Oh,1 
said he, 'He Is not with me now. I found that he knew so much 
more than 1 did that he would have to be boss if he remained; 
so he left,' 

"In May, 1859, the material for the Geary City Era was 
moved to St. Joseph, Missouri, and used in printing the St. 
Joseph Weekly Free Democrat, the first issue of which appeared 
on the 29th of that month. Grant was the editor and his 
brother-in-law, Thompson, business manager. When Grant was 
run out for sympathizing with free-staters, his wife ran the 
paper." (22) 

The pugnacious D.R.Anthony of Leavenworth was a Territorial 

editor for just one day. Anthony came to Kansas as early as 

1854, but after writing some letters back to the Rochester 

papers which the Hew York Tribune copied, he returned East and 

did not again appear in Kansas until June, 1857. He did not 

become a real factor in the newspaper game, however, until 

the 28th of January, 1861, when he with a number of others 

started the Leavenworth Conservative—the name alone was 

conservative, for it was a radical Republican and Union sheet— 

and leaving it in the editorial charge of D.W,Wilder, Anthony 
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went to war. H© is too well known in Kansas, journalistically 

and politically, to need further notice here* But even in 

Territorial days he was active in helping the free-state men 

hold their own in Leavenworth. His first encounter in the town 

where he was subsequently shot and generally made a target for 

bullets "took place on the day of his arrival from the East... 

On that day there was a free-state meeting in Leavenworth and 

Col. Anthony made a speech, so radical in its nature as to 

astound even the followers of John Brown and the men fighting 

the border ruffians. The border ruffians immediately decided 

that Col. Anthony was a dangerous man to have among the free-

staters and they decided to get rid of him, and diot at him 

three times that night as he was in his room about to go to 

bed. He returned the fire and a ball struck on© of his 
(23) 

assailants, whose life was saved by a heavy silver watch." 

It has been said that Anthony started his Conservative 

with the chivalrous intention of making a place for "Web" 

Wilder, who had just been run out of St. Joseph, Missouri, for 

publishing a fearless free-state paper. Thus did the author 

of the 11 Annals of Kansas8 round out his service to Territorial 
« , 

journalism. Like the Thachers, Wilder was a scholarly man. He 

took the Franklin medal at the Boston Latin School and the 

first prize, the Bowdoin gold medal, at Harvard. Then he read 
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law and was admitted to the bar; but June 25, 1859, found 

him in "Bleeding Kansas" Issuing the first number of the 

Elwood Free Press in partnership with A.L.Lee. It was a strong 

free-soil and Republican paper. With Robert and Frank M. Tracer 

and B.P.Chenoweth, Wilder then ran the St, Joseph Free Democrat. 

Its free-soil activities were not suited to the environment, 

however, for late in 1860 the paper was indicted by a grand 

jury as an incendiary publication, the editors consequently 

moving to Kansas for their health. Thereafter Wilder edited 

various Journals in Kansas and became "an oracle on what has . 

been written in books in the state." With Captain Henry King, 

G.W.Martin, F.O.Adams, and others, he stood among the front 

ranks of Kansas journalists ever after the Civil War. But 

Territorial journalism stirred him, too, with its fire, and 

left its impress on him for life. The Tracey brothers were 

likewise active men and went to war with dozens of other 

Kansas newspaper men. In the same neighborhood were the 

Con© brothers, D.D. and J.P., who started the Sumner Gazette 

in 1857, Free-state and Republican, and for a time made 

Sumner the rival of Atchison. J.P.Cone later ran .papers in 

Marshall and Nemeha counties. 

Finally, and probably the best rounded, most polished, 

cleanest, and most highly cultured of the free-state and 
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Republican editors, was Timothy Dwight Thacher, of the Lawrence 

Republican. Prom the day it rose in May, 1857, until the 

time Thacher sold it to John Speer and Verres Nicholas Smith 

late in I860, the Lawrence Republican was probably the ablest 

and moot forcibly edited free-state and Republican paper in 

Kansas. The reason for this was Thacher,-and brains, and 

good judgment. No editor In Territorial Kansas ever walked 

all around a subject, saw it from every angle, and then .thrust 
* 

home the right word so often and so pointedly as did Thacher. 

No wonder, then, that under his fire the Herald of Freedom 

wilted; yet Thacher never descended to the depths of personal 

abuse. Moreover, as a politician and orator Thacher made his 

every opportunity oount: 

"There was Dwight Thacher, editor of the Lawrence Repub
lican, a young man eloquent from the state of New York. After 
enumerating the successive Kansas executives who had sided 
against the free s tate minority, he added (in a speech at 
Topeka)And next comes Governor Walker.1 

"A voice in the crowd interrupted:-*Here he does come and 
no mistake.' 

"And in open carriage containing the governor, his sec
retaries, and two ladies, returning from a drive, halted 
within a few feet of the speaker. In no wise disconcerted,-
the Kansas governors were never held in awe, and seldom in 
respect—Thacher continued, and the representative of Buchanan 
heard sentiments which he regarded as revolutionary•n (24) 

Thacher of all men of his time possessed the intellectual 

capacity to keep the issues of the day straight and to see and 

state them clearly. Animated by a single policy, he made every 
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blow contribute in soma way to the final achievement of that 

policy. It is indeed interesting that his paper took the place 

in Lawrence of the destroyed Free State; and right nobly it 

carried on under new conditions the work the Free State had 

commenced. The latter paper was largely responsible for the 

organization of the Free State party; the Republican made 

that party an effective instrument, used it until it was no 

longer of any value, and then helped convert its best 

material into the Republican party. 

Of Thacher and his paper it has well been said: 

"From the very outset he made it one of the leading free-
state papers In the Territory. He was anti-slavery by heredity, 
education, and personal conviction. He based his opposition 
on radical grounds..He believed slavery was wrong..In his 
paper and on the platform he threw himself into the controversy 
with all the force and the enthusiasm he possessed. He attended 
all the free-state conventions, and everywhere struck right 
and left for freedom on the grounds of justice. His presence 
was like a tonic to the free*state party. The free state party 
was composed of two classes—those who would exclude slavery 
because they believed it wrong, and those who would exclude 
it because they deemed it bad policy. These last wanted 
neither slavery nor1niggers,' as they termed them. He had no 
patience with this....He opposed the plan of voting under the 
Lecompton constitution and getting control of it and destroying 
it; he refused to compromise. He carried his plan and refused 
to recognize or vote under it." (25) 

Largely instrumental, then, in forming the Republican 

party in Kansas, Thacher helped call the Osawatomie convention, 
i 

was president of it, and in no small degree shaped its action. 

A man of high ideals, he was personally of rare charm and 



Facsimile of the Lawrence Republican of February 4, 

1858. The leading editorial, "What Good Has It Done?", 

is an effective criticism of the policy of the free-

state men who voted under the Lecompton constitution 

on January 4, 1858--a policy vigorously opposed by the 

Republican. 
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intellectual ability. As Noble Prentis has said, "To Mr. 

Thacher belongs the honor of having, in a rude time, and 

amidst all sorts of trials, terrors, privations and diffi

culties, preserved the language, the tastes, the manners, and 
(2G) 

feelings of a scholar and a gentleman•" 

The German editors of the Territorial period deserve 

to be mentioned. Probably the ablest was Dr. Charles P. Hob, 

who ran the Leavenworth Volksblaat and the Atchison Zeitung 

between'1857 and 1860. Others were Fritz Braunhold, of the 

Leavenworth Zeitung, Leopold Houseman of the Leavenworth Kansas 

Zeitung, Joseph Pfeiffner of the Atchison Kansas Zeitung, John 

Pingle of the Leavenworth Kansas Reobachter, William Kempf of 

the Leavenworth Zeitung, and doubtless many others whose names 

have not been preserved, including possibly that of Frank F. 

Barclay, who likewise started a German paper in Leavenworth; but 

since his French paper, the L*Kstafette du Kansas, was 

Democratic, possibly he should not be named as a member of 

the free-state and Republican group who fought so nobly for 
(27) 

free institutions in Kansas* 

These, then, were the free-soil journalists of Territorial 

Kansas. The type of journalism they inaugurated was that of the 

man—personality. The newspaper in those days was essentially 

a personal affair, to a degree it has never been since. The • 



day was still that of the editor who was all of the paper; 

Horace Greeley was the Kansas editor1s ideal. It is therefore 

irpossible to divorce the work of the man from the work of 

•his paper; It would be useless to try to say that the editor 

did this, and his paper did that; the work of the two was 

inseparable; the two were one. The free-state and Republican 

editor contributed fully as much to the cause of free Kansas 

by his personal efforts as through the pages of his paper, 

which was often suspended, or through letters written East. 

He was therefore a rather buoy man, continually in the field, 

canvassing, working in the conventions, lobbying in the 

legislatures, serving on committees, and learning the sentiments 

of the community in every possible way. Verily, it was a 

journalist's Paradise, this Territorial Kansas, but the 

editor had to be an all round man. He worked long hours; he 

had to be able to make a speech, write up a murder, attend a 

trial, cover the legislature, comment on the crops, decide 

the merits of events at Washington, review unfavorable opinions 

of the pro-slavery courts, shoulder a rifle if necessary to 

defend his city from armed invaders, and finally, publish 

his paper largely on credit. He might, too, be expected to 

help set up the paper if hands ran short, or work the heavy 

lever of the hand press to get the weekly edition out on time. 
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Under such disadvantages the free-state and Republican 

editors got their start, "hung to the willows," and brought 

up at statehood penniless, often friendless, but victorious 

champions of a principle after seven years of ceaseless 

strug£le. The times demanded strong men; and they were not 

lacking; for there were few stronger men than Josial Miller, 

John Speer, R.G.Elliottj G.W.Brown, John A. Martin, Sol Miller 

the Vaughans, the Thachers, the Ross brothers, the Cone 

brothers, Preston B. Plumb, Jacob Stotier, S.S.Prouty, D.W. 

Wilder, and a score of others. These men made Territorial 

journalism in Kansas a vital, substantial force. 



Chapter 14 

PRO SLAVERY-AND DEMOCRATIC EDITORS 

"The free-soil editors won and are known to fame, while 
the pro-slavery editors and writers vanished*••weighted down 
with a gradually decaying sentiment." (1) 

"We know very well that while the Kansas editor was using 
his shooting stick to lock up columns preaching the invincible 
spirit of freedom, the Missouri editor was girding on his 
shooting iron to come over the border and blow the whole top 
of the head off the first abolitionist he met; which is one 
way of moulding opinion." (2) 

\ 

The chances are that the story of the pro-slavery and 

Democratic editors of Territorial Kansas, like that of the*" 

correspondents of the Southern press, will never be sympathet

ically told. They lost; when Kansas became free most of them 

left the Territory. The victors have written the history of 

Kansas, and in so doing have never taxed themselves to give 

the losers the benefit of many doubts; and consequently the 

pro-slavery journalists have received but scant mention. 

Nevertheless, these men wore a bright and vigorous lot, 

although they were considerably outclassed by the free-soil 

editors, who drew upon the fresh blood of the North. As 

George W. Martin has said, the pro-slavery writer was burdened 
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with the sentiments of a decaying institution, while the free-

state journalists had behind them a mighty inspiration to write 

and fight. In spite of these handicaps, however, the Southern 

scribes made it quite generally known that they could write as 

fiercely and shoot as straight as any free-state editor; and 

they were a groat deal more eager to do so than the represen

tatives of the Lawrence and Topeka press. They were, too, 

mostly young men, these pro-slavery writers, though probably 

a little more mature than the majority of the free-noil editors 

owing to the presence among them of greater numbers of broken 

down politicians; and, like the Northern recruits, most of 

the Southerners came to Kansas primarily to make money rather 

than to propagate any political belief. 

It has been said that the editor played a leading role 

in all activities in the Territory, including even those of 

crime and lawlessness. The pro-slavery writers were not alone 

in their outlawry, but apparently they were more eager for 

mortal combat than the free-state editors, and not so temperate• 

The Southern heart, inflamed by bad border whiskey, responded 

readily to appeals for settling matters with the shooting-iron, 

in keeping with the time-honored pride of the South. Out of 

this hot-blooded propensity doubtless grew many of the violent 

deeds that the pro-slavery journalist pre-eminently abetted if 
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not participated in. The border wars blackened the records 

of many men who should have confined their efforts to the 
i 

pen. For example, G.W.Clarke, who killed Charles W. Dow, had 

formerly edited a paper in Arkansas, though he probably did 

little more than write occasional letters South while he was 

in Kansas. Then, too, it was Robert S. Kelley, of the Squatter 

Sovereign, who led the mob which sent the Rev. Pardee Butler 

down the Missouri river from Atchison on a raft. Deputy 

United States Marshal Wm. P. Fain, who had charge of the forces 

which made possible the sack of Lawrence, was at one time owner 

of the Leavenworth Herald. Three newspaper men, A.W.Jones 

and R.P.Bennett, editors of the Lecompton Union, and G.W. 

Clarke, unquestionably were at the bottom of the conspiracy 

which urged on the bully, Bill Sherrard, to attack Governor 

Geary, lending their paper and their personal Influence 

to the schemes of the coterie which kept the Lecompton movement 

alive. An interesting story has beep told about one of these 

editors. On the afternoon Sherrard was killed, a meeting was 

called at Lecompton to denounce the outrage on Governor Geary. 

Bennett, very drunk, tried to address the meeting, but only 

amused the crowd. Very shortly Sherrard again made trouble 

and in the shooting that followed a certain drunken editor 

became very thoroughly sobered: 
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"Bennett, who was one of the chief instigator** of the 
mischief, and the loudest of all who boasted to break up the 
meeting, no sooner heard a pistol fired than he was galvanized 
from a death of drunkenness to a life of sobriety. There 
are numerous instances on record where men have died of fright, 
but none where fear has brought the dead to life again. 
Bennett did not stop to see what the effects of the firing 
were| but, upon the principle of 1 self-preservationhe 
immediately took to his heels; and never did a pedestrial make 
better time. His speed was that of a greyhound; his coat-tail ~ 
standing out behind, scarcely able to keep up with the wearer; 
and his path was as straight as the flight of an arrow. Nor 
did he stop to take breath, as his workmen avowed, until he 
had safely ensconced himself behind an iron press, in his 
printing office, at the extreme end of the town.11 (3) 

But the most notorious activity of any pro-slavery editors 

In Kansas was that of Col. L.J.Eastin of the Leavenworth Herald, 

and J.H.Stringfellow and R.S.Kelley of the Squatter Sovereign, 

in leading troops against Lawrence. Eastin was made a brigadier 

general in the second brigade of Kansas militia, and was only 

too eager to assist in the work of destruction, raising the cry 

of insurrection on the part of the free-state element. Not 

far behind him was Stringfellow, who was commissioned a captain 

in the Atchison company of the third regiment of militia by 

acting-Governor Woodson; and Governor Shannon later made him 

a colonel. In more or less the same capacity went Kelley to war. 

Here were three journalists who left their editorial desks 

to drive out their fellow editors. It was either Stringfellow 

or Kelley who escorted G.W.Brown of the Herald of Freedom, a 

treason prisoner, to Lecompton about May 21, 1856. The Squatter 
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Sovereign of June 10, 1856, Balds 

"Brown, tho editor of the Herald of Freedom, was given 
over in Westport to the junior editor of this paper, who 
oncorted him safely to Lecompton. It is stated that Brown felt 
while in our charge as though he was in a powder magazine 
smoking a cigar, expecting every minute to be 1 blown up.® Had 
wo meted out justice to the culprit he would at this time be 
DONE Brown. As it is, we think the hemp is already grown that 
will soon adorn his neck." 

Similarly, Stringfellow sat in judgmont at the trial of 

Josiah Miller, formerly of the Lawrence Free State, when 

Miller was captured by a company of South Carolinians near 

Lecompton early in May, 1856, and tried for treason to South 

Carolina. Evidently Stringfellow made an unusually fair pro-

slavery judge,' for Miller was released. Still another fighting 

editor was H. Clay Pate, famous as a correspondent, whose 

exploits have already been mentioned. 

The pro-slavery 9ditor was also very active in the Bogus 

Legislature and the conspiracy to saddle the Lecompton consti^ 

tution on Kansas. Both Eastin and Stringfellow sat in the 

original Bogus Legislature; and many other pro-slavery writers 

took prominent parts in the political events that followed. 

For example, G.W.Clarke, Stringfellow, A.B.Hazzard of the Kick-

apoo Pioneer, and G.^.Purkins of the Leavenworth Journal, were 

members of the National Democratic convention that met at 

Lecompton on January 12, 1858. The following pro-slavery 

editors signed the Lecompton constitution: J.D.Henderson, of the 
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Leavenworth Journal; L.J.F.astin, Leavenworth Herald; A.W.Jones, 

LecompLon Union; Thomas J. Key, Doniphan Constitutionalist; 

G.W.McKown, Border Star (Missouri)f J.H.Danforth, correspondent; 

S.G.Reid, Tecumseh Note Bock. To the Lecompton legislature of 

1358 J.E.Clardy of the Maryr.ville Democratic Platform and 

R.8 .Kelley of the Squatter Sovereign were declared eligible 

by John Calhoun, the arch-conspirator in the Decompton swindle. 

The unbridled violence of these men is shown in their 

editorials, but it is further confirmed by their speech, 

actions, and general reputation. Probably the roughest of 

them, and the man to whom the Squatter Sovereign owes most 

of its wildest utterances, was Robert S. Kelley, a Virginian. 

An a boy Kelley ran away from home and learned the printer1s 

trade in Boston, where, he has said, he also learned to hate 

the Yankees. Rater he turned up in Missouri and ran the 

Democratic Platform at Liberty just before he became half owner 

of the Atchison Squatter Sovereign. When not in the printing 

business he turned merchant. In the Civil War he served in 

the Confederate army as captain. After his property was con

fiscated by the Federal government, he moved to Montana, where 

be became United States Marshal during President Cleveland's 

administration. When h9 died there he was widely known and 

universally respected. 
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Kansas chroniclers, however, give &elley only a bad name. 

It is interesting to see how he was regarded in Territorial 

days, and with what he has been credited. He was the first 

postmaster of Atchison, and in general was an activo if not 

an influential man, a rough sort of power in border ruffian 

days. As postmaster he refused to allow the Herald of Freedom 

to be distributed through the mails at Atchison, calling it 

an incendiary sheet. The following extracts will show what 

his free-soil enemies thought of him: 

"The Squatter Sovereign voiced sentiments that Kellev 
carried out in practice. It was 'Death of Abolitionists#1... 
Kelley' s paper, weok after week, was filled with excited 
appeals to dt?ivo abolitionists out of the Territory and to 
whip or slay them. We have never heard that he killed any
body, but there is no doubt that his incendiary appeals were 
the cause of many a murder. He took part in the act of 
tarring and feathering Bev. Pardee Butler and setting him 
afloat down the Missouri river tied on a raft. The sacking 
of Lawrence, the destruction of free-state printing offices, 
the frauds on the ballot box by invaders from Missouri, were 
all urged on and approved by him, and some of them participated 
in by him. He favored every species of violence to prevent 
the settlement of free-state men and their families in Kansas, 
and to prevent their voting. When Kansas slipped out of the 
grasp of the pro-slavery party..Kelley was among the first 
to lot go his grip, and slide out." (4) 

"Robert S. Kelley...who was so conspicuous in the outrages 
upon Rev. Pardee Butler, declared that he could never die happy 
until he had killed an abolitionist. 'If,1 said he,''I can't 
kill a man, I Hi kill a woman; and if I can't kill a woman, 
I'll kill a child!'" (5) 

"The pro-slavery press, on the other hand, has also been 
rewarded for its success. The Squatter Sovereign once pub
lished in the town of. Atchison was edited by Mr. Speaker 
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Stringfellow, already mentioned, and Mr. Robert 3. Kelley. 
This Kelley has always advocated the most bloodthirsty, 
measures against the free-state men--urging their expulsion 
always, and often their extermination. Ho advocated, also, 
a dissolution of the Union and the formation of a Southern 
Confederacy. In the pro-slavery camp once, he entered the tent 
where a young free-state man, a prisoner, lay dangerously ill, 
and savagely yelled, 'I thirst for blood,1 an expression which, 
in the d ebilitated condition of the invalid's health, super
induced a brain fever from which he did not recover for many 
months. This man, also, was the leader of the mob which 
tarred and feathered the Rev. Pardee Butler and put him on a 
raft on the Missouri river--for- presuming, in private conversa
tion, to deprecate the lynching of a man who had suffered a 
few days before for his political belief, and also for saying 
that he himself was in favor of making Kansas a free state.!f 

«(6) 
The Frairie City Freeman1s Champion of March 4, 1358, 

qhoted the following from the Doniphan Crusader of Freedom; 

The Flight of a Traitor 
"The notorious scoundrel, Robert 8. Kelley, who it will 

be remembered, acquired an unenviable reputation by his 
participation in the lynching of the Rev. Pardee Butler, 
and as the Fighting Editor of the Squatter Sovereign, made 
his exit from his place on last Sunday evening, fenring the 
wrath of a people excited by repeated outrageous wrongs. Kelley 
once expressed a wish that some day he might 'wade through 
d---d abolitionists® blood up to his stirrups.1 His wish has 
ended in his having to wade through the Missouri river to 
escape the vengeance of those same d--d abolitionists.11 

"It is claimed that in tho early days a letter written 
by R.r>.Kelley, editor of the Squatter Sovereign, was picked 
up in Doniphan. It was as follows: 

"'Lane takes with him a wagon in which there are seven 
muskets that I know of, and probably more. Watch your 
chance and be sure and capture them. They are a part of the 
guns stolen from us during the last excitement here. For 
God's sake, don® t fail to put it to Lane. R.R.Kelley. 

"'Lane wears a coat of mail. If you expect to hit him 
in a vital place, aim at his head. R.3.K.*" (7) 

It should be remembered that all these remarks are from 
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Kelley1 a enemies. Certainly he was no gentle, soft-voiced 

dove. In after life he maintained that he really saved Pardee 

Butler*s life when that divine was railroaded so undecorouely 

out of Atchison. A vote was taken upon the mode of punishment 

for Butler. Kelley, it is said, by making false returns on 

the vote to the excited mob, ke.pt Butler from being lynched 

on the spot. It is probably fair to say that Kelley was a 

rough, unthinking editor possessed of the curse of desperation 

that almost universally Characterized the men under the 

direction of the slave power who made war on Kansas from the 

Missouri border. 

Bettor known, however, was Dr. John H. f>tringfellow, 

Kelley* s partner. Btringfellow was a rather able man even if 

he was on the wrong side, a well educated Virginian who 

took a degree in medicine from the University of Pennsylvania 

in 1845. He soon settled in Missouri and upon the opening 

of Kansas decided to settle there, helping found the town of 

Atchison. He became speaker of the first Bogus Legislature, 

and was especially active in all the councils of the pro-slavery 

party. V/hen he saw that Kansas was going to bo made free by 

northern immigration, he promptly sold out his paper before 

losing everything. In the Civil War he was a Confederate 

surgeon, but he returned to Atchison in 1371 and died not 

far from that place. 



DR. JOHN H. STRINGFELLOW 

Editor and founder of the infamous Atchison 
Squatter Sovereign. He became speaker of 
the first Bogus Legislature, and in general 
upheld the cause of slavery in Kansas. 
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The expression "border ruffian" was invented by Governor 

Reeder to fit Dr. Stringfellow, but it was his brother, B.P. 

Stringfellow, who knocked Governor Header down at Shawnee Mis

sion for coining the phrase. Thereafter the term became a part 

of the national speech, and now Kansas history would be incom

plete without it. A contemporary thus described Dr. String-

fellow as speaker of the Bogus Legislature: 

"Dr. Stringfellow is of a medium height, slender formed, 
fair but rather sunburnt, and he has neither whisker,, mustache, 
nor beard. He has little of the energy of his brother but i s 
equally earnest and ultra in his opinions. He dresses in 
black. About once in a month he appears in a superfine suit 
of black, and a light gray 1 choker/ his hair and hat indicating 
a recent visit to the barber. On such occasions he is the 
acknowledged dandy of the House. Generally, however, he is 
not made conspicuous by his dress...As a debater he has 
three admirable qualities—he always speaks to the point, 
and briefly, and without" ever attempting a rhetorical display. 
He never appeals to Buncombe. A gentleman said one day that 
this characteristic arose from the fact that he is too earnest 
in his opinions to respect oratorical artifices; while I 
attributed it to the fact that he is too fond of his personal 
ease to be a good Buncombe speaker. Mr. Kelley, the Doctor's 
associate on the Squatter Sovereign, preferred my reason for 
Mr, Speaker's short speeches. When Dr. Stringfellow speaks 
he generally leans against a desk, extending his right-foot, 
and holding his sword cane in his left hand. With his eye 
fixed on the floor, and a half smile, half sneer, half formed . 
on his phiz, he begins his remarks, speaking slowly and in a 
low tone, and as h© gradually gets warmed, he lays his stick 
down, steps forward, and takes up the bill or resolution under 
discussion, from which he reads extracts in an emphatic and 
decisive, or sarcastic and slow style, as it may happen to meet 
his approval or disapproval,* When in favor of a bill or 
resolution which there is a prospect of not passing, he speaks 
rapidly, and as if indignant at the conduct of the opposition# 
When against an act," he confines himself to sarcastic comments. 
•••The Doctor is married and lias two or three children--the 
youngest only a day or two old. He is about thirty-three 
years of age." (8) 
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Dr. Stringfellow cam© in time to forget the bitterness 

that one© existed between him and the citizens of Kansas and 

by 1876 became a full fledged Republican, His comico-bitter 

tilt with James Redpath early in 1857 will help show the 

feeling between editors of different political faith in 

Territorial days: 

Tit for Tat 
"Tat.--{From the Squatter Sovereign of Jan. 6.) The last 

Herald of Freedom brings Redpath, ex-correspondent of the 
St. Louis Democrat, to its assistance. 1'he only re ply we have 
for such animals is to quote the following fable: 

"'A skunk once challenged a lion to a single combat. The 
lion declined accepting it. 

"How," said the skunk; "are you afraid?" 
"'"Yes," replied the lion; "you would only gain fame 

by having the honor to fight a lion, while every one who meets 
me for a month would know I had been in company with a skunk."' 
—J.II .Stringf ellow. 

"Tit.—I extract the preceding paragraph from a recent 
number of the Squatter Sovereign, just received at the office 
of the Emigrant Aid:Company. I am at a loss which to admire-
most--Mr. stringfallow s politeness, or his inimitable modesty. 
In comparing me to an animal--and a skunk at that--his courtesy 
and sarcastic talent are equally conspicuous. Less apparent, 
but no less noteworthy, is his modesty in likening himself to 
a lion. At first sight, this comparison appears a rather 
vain one; but, carefully read, its modesty is clearly demon
strated. Stringfellow, of course, does not compare himself to 
an Afridan lion, for he is too good a Democrat to compare 
himself with any native of Africa; nor to a British lion, for 
Abolitionism, he says, is of English origin; nor to a Lamamoor 
lion**, for his hatred to all woolies is unspeakable; but to 
a Southern, States-rights, constitutional, Squatter Sovereignty 
National Democrat lion. 

"What sort of a lion this latter is may be gleaned 
by studying the following anecdotes 

"'A Virginian--an F.F.V., of course—mounted his horse one 
morning for a hunt. His negro slave stood beside him. 

"'"How do I look, Quashee?" asked the F.F.V. 
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"'"Oh, brave as a lion, massa." 
"' "A lion, eh? Where in the deuce did you ever see a 

lion?" 
"In massa Wise's stables," said Quashee. 

"'"Why, you fool," said F.F.V, "that's a jackass." 
"'"Well, then," said Quashee, "you look as brave as a 

jackass."' 
"Moral—Mr. Stringfellow is a lion. ** A Scotch sheep 

James Kedpath, Boston, Jan. 20, s57." (9) 

General Lucien J. Eastin, editor of the Leavenworth Herald, 

was another fiery Southern writer transplanted to Kansas, 

Although he too was a member of the infamous Lecorapton con

stitutional convention, he came in time to forget the old 

animosities. An able man, he is said to have edited at various 

times some nine different papers besides serving as a captain 

in the Mexican war. He was thus described as a member of the 

Lecompton constitutional convention: 

"Personally Eastin is polite and polished compared to 
the majority of his colleagues. He is about forty-eight, stout, 
gross looking and careless of his dress and appearance." 

He kept his paper more moderate than the Squatter Sover

eign. Nevertheless, he was anxious to exterminate the free-

state organization, and in the excitement of the Wakarusa War 
i 

made every effort to get Governor Shannon to use force on 

Lawrence. He personally sent the following appeal throughout 

the border counties of Missouri on the morning of December 1, 

1855, and was the author of much similar propaganda: 

To Arms'.! To Arms'.! 
It is expected that every lover of Law and Order will 
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rally at Leavenworth on Saturday, December 1, prepared to 
march at once to the scene of the rebellion, to put down the 
outlaws of Douglas county, who are committing depredations 
upon persons and property, burning down houses and declaring 
open hostility to the laws, and have forcibly rescued a 
prisoner from the Sheriff. Come one, come all*. The laws 
must be executed. The outlaws, it is said, are armed to 
the teeth, and number 1,000 men. Every man should bring his 
rifle and ammunition, and it would be well to bring two or 
three days* provisions. Every man to his post, and to his 
duty. Many Citizens." -(10) 

On his paper Eastin hired as editorial assistant one 

H.Rives Pollard, generally spoken of as a "fiery young 

Virginian." In fact, Pollard was so fiery that he soon got 

to the point of a duel with Kelley of the Squatter Sovereign* 

Homo of the classic editorial repartee of these two gentlemen 

was as follows: 

"The low, silly, garrulous numbskull of the Squatter 
Sovereign, yclept Kelley, the contemptible, whining, blind 
puppy of Atchison, that answers to the name of 'Bob,* continues 
to puur forth his tirade of abuse upon us with unrelenting 
fury... .The Sovereign, in speaking of our * low-flung language,1 
says, 'He can assail no one but in the language of the doggery.1 
It is to be presumed that when we assail a dog, it will be 
in language intelligible to him. W@ look upon Kelley as a 
dog, and consequently thought the 1 language of the doggery* 
suitable to the occasion. 

"...In the peroration of the Sovereign®s article Kelley 
becomes exceedingly bellicose, and gives us to understand 
that he 'will fight.1 This does not frighten us; if Kelley 
wishes to fight, and will designate some time and place for 
that purpose, we will meet him.." (11) 

Sure enough, a challenge to fight did follow this 

exchange; but a few days later the following appeared in the 

Herald: 
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"The recent controversy between oursolf and Robert 3. 
Kelley of the Squatter Sovereign was amicably adjusted at 
Atchison on Tuesday last, through the intervention of the 
friends of each party. The effected settlement of the 
controversy, we hope, will justify us in burying the Tomahawk 
in all coming time.* (12) 

There is a story, too, that the lynching and tarring of 

William Phillips at Leavenworth grew out of newspaper talk. 

The Platte Argus across the border taunted the Leavenworth 

Herald for not being "sound on the goose question" because 

it permitted Phillips to remain in Leavenworth. Thereat 

Pollard and Eastin of the Herald planned a coup whereby Phillips 

was to be taken across the river, tarred and feathered, and 

paraded in Easton. The plan succeeded, and Phillips was 

subsequently auctioned by a negro and sold for a quarter of 
(13) 

a cent. 

Pollard was a fluent writer and a well educated man. 

At the beginning of the Civil War he was editing the Baltimore 

Sun, but moved to Richmond and became one of the editors of 

the Examiner. After the war he helped found the Richmond 

Times and for a time was on its staff. In 1866 he revived , 

the Examiner and edited -it for a season. After he and his 

brother had established the Southern Opinion, which he edited, 

one "James Grant, whom Pollard had aggrieved by an article in 

the paper, shot the editor dead from an upper window on the 

opposite side of the street. During his brief stay in Kansas, 
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at which time he was said to have been appointed consul to 

Bangkok, Siam, Pollard helped make the Herald a live paper 

from all points of view, and probably was one of the ablest 

journalists the South ever sent to the Territory. 

Another newspaper man who figured prominently in these 

days was Daniel Woodson, although he did no active editorial 

work in Kansas. When little more than a boy Woodson edited' 

the Lynchburg, Virginia, Republican, and in 1851 edited the 

Republican Advocate at Richmond. Re was appointed secretary 

of Kansas Territory in 1854 and continued as such for several 

years. It was while he was acting-Governor during the absence 

of the various governors from Kansas that Woodson showed his 

hand. He was an open partisan of the pro-slavery men and 

used every opportunity to assist them. In after life, however, 

he became one of the highly respected citizens of the state, 

was twelve years a farmer in Leavenworth county, and later as 

editor in southern Kansas was universally liked. 

The list narrows once the border ruffian editors are 

disposed of. Lecompton was another hot-bed of pro-slavery 

writers, especially during the time the Lecompton constitutional 

fight was on. Active among these was A.W.Jones, whom R.J. 

Hinton, the free-soil correspondent, thus pictured at the 

time of the Lecompton constitutional convention: 

"A.W.Jones, of Lecompton, formerly of Virginia—a lawyer, 
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ex-editor of the defunct Union, and a sound National Democrat. 
Jones io good looking, twenty-three, talented, VERY ambitious, 
cunning and reserved. A pretty good speaker—his aim seems to 
be to impress upon the Free State reporters who were present 
the fact that he was in favor of submitting the whole Consti
tution to the people for adoption or rejection. In reality 
he was most active in pushing through the dodge submission, 
being the secret log-roller of that party. He will be heard 
from again." (14) 

Samuel G. Held, too, was a member of this convention. He 

edited the Tecumseh Note Book, was a lawyer, a native of 

Alabama, but, according to Hinton, had only ordinary talent, 

and "would not be remarked as a man likely to 'set the world 

on fire.*" Other pro-slavery editors at this convention were 

Thomas J, Key and G.W.McKown, Key being "the editor of the 

Constitutionalist Cat Doniphan), a consistent Border Ruffian, 

and a Tennessean." McKown was "of Weatport, Missouri, 

supposed to represent Johnson county.,a young man with no 

great force of character, little principle, and a good deal 

of uneorupulousness..an F.F.V, a lawyer and assistant editor 

with the highwayman, Clay Pate, of the Star of: Empire. He 

voted with the Ultras, but was minus on the last and final 

vote ,ft—so said Hinton. 

John (Jack) Henderson of the Leavenworth Journal was a 

well known character among the pro-slavery journalists. 

According to Hinton, 

"Henderson..is a Pennsylvanian, Doughface, and has 
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distinguished himself in Kansas toy his Ultraism, Ruffianism, 
lack of torains and want of courage. He is a tall, coarse 
looking man, light, freckled face, and features on which 
devotion to whiskey and licentious habits are plainly written. 
He has been in Kansas a year and a half, and is distinguished 
by the violence and rabid i'ro-slavery ism displayed in his 
paper. He is a Douglasite and aims at some office as payment 
for the work which he has performed here. As he drinks 
enormously and gambles quite extensively, his career must 
soon be run.® 

His relations to the Candle Box fraud, and how he sub

sequently squared accounts, are thus suggested by a story 

told by A.D. Richardson, one of the Northern reporters; 

"J.T.Henderson, late editor of the Leavenworth Journal, 
had been secretary of the convention forming the Lecompton 
constitution. Now he was charged with tampering with 
the toeturns from Delaware Crossing, by inserting 5 before 
35 and thus increasing the pro-slavery vote 500. Several 
Lawrence officers, with a volunteer posse,., overtook and 
stopped a stag© coach in which he was escaping eastward, 
near Westport, Missouri. As they had no legal authority in 
that state, Henderson drew his revolver and threatened 
resistance. But Providence favored the strongest battalions, 
and they brought him a prisoner to Lawrence. The evidence 
against him was not altogether convincing and after a few 
days1 confinement he escaped. Nine years later Col. W.A. 
Phillips met the former fugitive on Pennsylvania avenue in 
Washington, D.C. As they shook hands the ex-Tribune corres-
poiident remarked; 

"'When I last saw you, you were clerk of:the Lecompton 
convention.f 

"'Yes,1 replied Henderson; 1 but do you see that leg?1 
"Phillips glanced at the shortened limb,* maimed by a 

rebel bullet, and answered, 11 have nothing more to say; your 
apology is ample11" (15) 

Another story is told of Henderson at the time he was 

chairman of the central committee of the National Democratic 

party of Kansas. In Leavenworth several horsemen were passing 



515 

the headquarters of Governor Geary one day, Bom© bystanders 

pointed out the horses an their own, stolen by the riders. The 

leader of the mounted party was John D. Henderson, editor and 

proprietor of the Leavenworth Journal, 

11 Cap tain,? said a gentleman who had heard the story 

of the refugees, and addressing Henderson, "that is a fine 

horse you are riding." 

"Yes," was the reply. "He is a splendid animaL He is a 

pressed horse. All these horses are pressed." 

"Pressed', '"hat does that mean?" 
(16) 

"Oh, pressed into the service." . 

Thomas J. Key, mentioned.as a member of the Leeompton 

constitutional convention, was a vigorous sort of fellow. Many 

stories are told of him. He tried to imitate the Squatter 
& 

Sovereign: 

"Freedom Shriekersl- -The Freedom of the Press Destroyed*. --
Lane1 s Hag-Muffian Crew*.--The Constitutionalist, its Editor 
and workmen to be Sunk in the Bottom ofHoll1.--Printing Office 
to be Mobbed'.--Villainy Reigns'. 

"Just after the Constitutionalist had been circulated 
through the town on last week, two gentlemen (?) with others 
to back the m came to the printing office and enquired for the 
editor; they were informed by the journeyman that he was in 
town. These two specimens of the Slack Republican party then 
made known their mission by declaring that the 'Constitutlonalis 
contained several damn lies on Jim Lane, and it had to be 
stopped.1--They announced that they were not 'alone,-hut that 
they had been sent and were backed in the matter.1 They came 
as Jim Lane directed, "with war in their hearts and arms in 
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their bosoms.' They became quite wrathy and declared that 'if 
any more articles appeared in this paper they would sink it 
and all concerned With it into the bottom of hell*1 

"After talking like they were lords of all mankind, they 
left the office. Shortly after dark, a crowd of these scamps 
made preparations to proceed to the printing office to throw 
it into the river. They were, however, stopped by some of 
the sensible and moderate Republicans and warned not to attempt 
the destruction of the office." (17) 

Sol filler handled Key without gloves: 
• • -i • 

"It.Is said (but we hardly believe It) that he (Key) 
every morning sticks his head into an empty flour barrel and 
yells, at the top of his voice, 'Honorable Thomas j. Key1.' 
just to hear how it sounds; and that he has all the little boys 
hired, with candy, to exclaim, when he walks the streets, 
'There goes Honorable Thomas J. Key!1" 

He had one narrow escape: 
. * 

"..At the time of the conspiracy and attempted riot for 
the purpose of murdering Governor Geary, a pro-slavery man 
named Sherrard was killed. Key published some offensive 
remarks regarding him in the Constitutionalist. Dr. Sherrard, 
a brother of the deceased, who resided in St# Joseph, made a 
Journey to Doniphan for the purpose of shooting Key. He met 
the latter on the street, near his home, but Key, suspecting 
mischief, by a ruse obtained permission to go into the hoyse, 
where he escaped by the back way." (18) 

The Lecompton papers, being staunch supporters of the 

Administration, received editorial assistance from government 

officials in Territorial days. One of these editors was 

William Brindle, student and writer on economics, and for a 

year or so editor of the National Democrat. He was "of 

deliberate, even plodding modes of thought, tenacious to I , 

obstinacy in his political and religious convictions, and 

utterly oblivious to the influences of public opinion..He was 
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a Presbyterian and doctrinarian of the mor.t pronounced type. 

His spicy squibs of three and four columns in length, on 

fo reordin at i on, predestination, abolitionists, damnation and 

the divine right of slavery left nothing to be added in the 
(19) 

way of sectarian and partisan fervor." 

5,W,Driggs as another editor.of this paper was also 

very influential in Territorial days. It was he who with 

G.W.Brown led the free-state "hunker" wing into the election 

under the Lecompton constitution in January, 1858. That 

Brown worked with this avowed pro-slavery leader only further 

shows Brown's defection from the free-state cause. Driggs' 

aim was to help Governor Walker organize a Democratic free-state 

and Administration party in Kansas and draw away the strength 

of the Free:State party. Driggs was inclined to be abusive, 

but he assaulted the wrong man when he attacked G.S.Prouty in 

connection with the Linn county troubles early in 1858s 

"The insane fool that edits the paper called the Freeman1s 
Champion wants to know what Governor Denver is doing with regard 
to the requisitions on the governor of Missouri for the mur
derers who fled to Missouri, who shot down the men in Linn 
county." 

The Prairie City Freeman1s Champion of June 24, 1858, 

replieds 

"There is published at Lecompton a paper called the Kansas 
National Democrat. Its object is to laud King Buck's 
officials, pull wool over the eyes of the shaky free-state men, 
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and attempt to organize the Democratic party in Kansas, The 
nominal editor of the sheet rejoices in responding to the 
name of S.Y/.Prlggs: a Michigan dough-face, as poor, cringing, 
servile and despicable a tool as the North ever produced. 
The paper professes to be free-state, though last fall it 
supported Ransom and the entire Border Ruffian ticket." 

In conclusion Prouty called Driggs Governor Denver18 

"little spluttering organ-grinder." 

To this same paper, "Territorial governors, secretaries, 

and such official personages contributed.". "The Democratic 

organ at Lecompton, called the National Democrat, was edited 

by the Ter ritorial officers, Robert J. Walker, Fred P. Stanton, 

Samuel Medary, Hugh S. Walsh, and William Brindle in turn. 

A previous publication, called the Leco'mpton Union, was edited 
(20 

by Joh n Calhoun, L.A.McLean, and Sterling G. Cato." G.W. Brown 

also maintains that Governor Walker wrote for his paper oc

casionally, and credits to the executive the following 

burlesque on the Lecompton constitutional convention: 

Kansas University 
--From the Korald of Freedom 

It is understood that the constitutional convention now 
in session at Lecompton will apply to Congress for a grant 
of half a million acres of public land, with which to endow 
a State University. The convention will locate the Institution 
at Oxford. BATT JONES, one of the judges of the lata election 
at that precinct, and who certified as such to the returns, 
and who i s a leading member of the Constitutional Convention, 
is to be President, and will fill the chair of Theology. 
Mr. HAND, who was one of the clerks of trie election, whose 
signature is also attached to the certificates, and who wan, 
last week, elected by acclamation assistant clerk of the 
Constitutional Convention, will fill the chair of Chirography,. 
including EtUcs and Moral Philosophy. GEN. CALHOUN, the 



519 

President of the Convention, is to be Chancellor; and the 
members of the Convention are to be appointed Regents of 
the University. A penitentiary is to be attached to the 
Institution, and its chairs, in the first instance—and 
vacancies an they occur--will be filled from the most dis
tinguished and prominent criminals, who alone will be eligible 
The ordinary culprits, those convicted of the lower crimes, 
such as forgery and perjury, will be made honorary members. 

The degrees to be conferred are G. W., G.S., G.F., a 
G.P.> or to make it intelligible to the uninitiated. Grand 
Rascal, Grand Scoundrel, Grand Forger," and Grand Perjurer. A. 
committee has been appointed to visit COL. TITUS, of Kansas 
City, and engage his services in Rhetoric and Elocution?, 
His attention will be principally directed to an illustration 
of the passions, particularly that of FEAR, 

It is said that work will commence upon the edifice, of 
which S.J,JOKES has the contract, as soon as the Convention 
adjourns. The constitution;framed by the Lecompton Convention, 
a lighographed copy of the Oxford election returns, the Star 
of Empire, of which BATT JONES is assistant e ditor, Cato's 
mandamus and WEER'S opinion of the tax law, to which are to 
be added the names of the most distinguished forgers and 
perjurers, and a large variety of counterfeit coin, will be 
placed under the corner stone of the Institution. It is 
designed to complete the structure in time to hold a grand 
festival there on the occasion of receiving news of our 
admission into the Union as a State under the Lecompton consti
tution* 

It is said that application will be made upon the coming 
Territorial Legislature for an appropriation of the surplus 
funds now in the Treasury, collected in the way of taxes at 
the polls, to meet the bills for the erection of the walls, 
after which ex-Governor Ransom, in consideration of a class 
in Political Economy, which is permanently promised him, will 
loan the Institution a sufficient amount of his wild-oat 
bank notes wnich will only require filling up to make current, 1 

to complete the same. He is to be reimbursed with five per 
cent a month from the sale of lands which Congress will donate 
for endowing the Institution. 

W© learn that it is proposed to place Gov. Walker's and 
Secretary Stanton's skulls in the museum, whilest the revolverss 
and bo wie knives used in assassinating them are to be preserved 
as curiosities. (21) 

Two able Democratic editors were Peter II. Peters and 
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R.S.Newell, who founded the Marysvilie Demoorutic Platform. 

This paper was subsequently made Republican in politics when 

E.C.Manning gained oontrol of it; and then a.tornado came 

along in the summer of 1860 and scattered the office over the 

prairie. Peters afterwards ran a number of different Kansas 

papers, was active politically, and in general was an energetic 

town boomer. 

Francis J, Marshall was another pro-slavery and Democratic 

editor who played a bold hand in Territorial days. He was 

part owner of the Maryeville Palmetto Kansan, one of the few 

Democratic papers in Kansas to benefit by government "pap.11 

On this journal worked J.E.Clardy, who was elected to the 

legislature under the Leavenworth constitution. Marshall 

was a lawyer by profession and in all ways a vigorous fellow. 

The Leavenworth papers also had the services of a number 

of able Democratic editors, but not always those desirous of 

making Kansas a slave state. Jhhn A. Halderman was one of 

this group, who with a company composed of R.J.Walker, F.P. 

Stanton, and others bought out the Leavenworth Journal in the 

spring of 1858 and turned it against the Lecompton constitution. 

On this same paper at different times were G.W.Purkina, who 

came to be a Douglas Democrat, and W.D.White, who as "local" 

editor of the Journal shot and wounded W.W.Bloss of the Times-
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one of the few newspaper controversies in Territorial Kansas 

that got beyond the rhetorical stage. Most of these men were 

in close touch with the Administration at Washington and 

exercised much more influence on Territorial politics than one 

might suppose. 

It is of interest, too, to note that Deputy United States 

Marshal W.P.Pain, who was chief in command at the sack of 

Lawrence before the actual work of destruction began, was for 

a time owner of the Leavenworth Herald. Pain was a violent 

Southern man, and "was as ignorant as he was violent, and made 

himself a laughing stock by putting his name at the"head of 

the columns a9 1 editor.1 His only achievement as editor.. 

concerned a party one night....As Fain was to attend he was 

suggested to write a notice for the paper.. He came into the 

office about midnight and at once set about his editorial 

task. From the time he spent the desk boys thought there 

would be at least a column over the usual amount, and when he 

hung his effort on the hook and loft there was eager curiosity 

to see the result of his meditation. Here it is, literally: 

?The ball at Adam Fisher1 s last night was a fine afar'.* That 
* (22) 

was the first and last editorial he ever wrote." 

These constitute, for the most part, the influential 

pro-slavery and Democratic editors of Territorial days. In 
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general, these men united their papers with their personal 

efforts to force the Lecompton constitution upon Kansas, A 

few papers, as we have seen, later came to oppose this instru

ment and to favor Douglas, but the majority of the Democratic 

journals were the true descendants of the pro-slavery press, 

and perished as such. The tendency today is to minimize the 

ability, importance, and honest intentions of most of these 

men because some of them were, to put it mildly, rogues of 

the first water; but the chances are that were their works 

not known in the light of a lost cause they would compare 

rather favorably with the general run of free-state editors. 

It was their lot to lose; but while they lived, they kept 

the free-state press busy contradicting and denouncing, and 

withal served effectively as a foil for the virtues of the 

free-soil press. Lack of principle, lack of a noble impulse--

that is what banished these men to oblivion. They were a part 

of the decaying structure of slavery, and their light dimmed 

just as soon as northern immigration made free Kansas a 

certainty. 



Chapter 15 

WOMEN IN TERRITORIAL JOURNALISM 

It in not surprising that there were few women journalists 

In Territorial Kansas. The times were not encouraging to 

newspaper activity on the part of women. Life in the Territory 

was too rough and elemental; moreover, the papers had no 

society chatter to collect, nor women*s columns to manage, 

nor questions on etiquette to answer; and as for fashions--

apparently there were none—nothing but grim reality. r>o the 

refining touch of woman was hardly felt on the beginnings of 

Kansas journalism. Nevertheless, the little newspaper work 

done in the Territory by women was for the most part of an 

effective and enduring sort; and the achievements of at least 

two pioneer women live yet today. 

Unquestionably the first woman to gain prominence through 

writing from Kansas about Kansas was Mrs. Sara T.L.Robinson, 

wife of Governor Charlo3 Robinson; yet she was not at all 

associated with the newspapers of the Territory. Her account 

of the struggles of those days as pictured in her book, "Kansas 

Its Exterior and Interior Life," is distinctly non-journalistic 
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nor was it, like many books on Kansas published before 1861, a 

compilation of letters written to some Eastern newspaper. It 

was simply an earnest woman1s story of the wrongs done Kansas 

in the first two years of its troublous life, written in the 

throe months which Mrs. Robinson spent with her hpsband, then 

a treason prisoner at Lecompton. Although Mrs. Robinson knew 

nothing about newspaper writing, nevertheless, as a bit of 

publicity work, as a certain type of journalistic effort, her 

book is a true Kansas classic. At the time it attracted 

national attention, and in her lifetime ran through some ten or 

twelve editions. Published in the fall of 1856, it was the 

narrative of events in the territory up until that time, 

interspersed with observations and descriptions from a woman1a 

standpoint, but doubtless as interesting in those days to a 

masculine audience as to women. Being the wife of an active 

free-state leader, Mrs. Robinson naturally had access to 

more material than the ordinary woman of that time. This * 

she formed with no little literary skill into a connected 

account that, in the critical winter of 1856-1857, contributed 

materially to arouse sympathy for Kansas in the North# The 

book is the reflection of a personality of rare charm, is 

simply written, and remains a standard authority on frontier 

life in Kansas as seen by an intelligent, spirited free-state 

woman. 
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Probably the first women connected with actual newspaper 

work in the Territory .were those on the Herald of Freedom* 

Its proprietor brought with him to Kansas an unusually large 

corps of assistants* Among these were numbered, during the life 

of the paper, some four or five women* One of these, Miss 

S.L.Smith, a graduate of a business college at Detroit, came 

to Kansas expressly to take, charge of the books of the paper. 

Her successor, Miss Lorinda G. Heath, is said to have written 

Tetters East for the press. Other women employed around this 

journal, mostly as "typos" or general assistants, were Harah E. 

Whitney and H.Maria Felt. Probably the most that can be said 

of these, is that they were connected with the press in a 

most general way. ' 

At the session of the Topoka legislature in March, 1856, 

a real woman correspondent appeared, Mrs. C.P.Chapman. By 

resolution she was admitted, with her husband, as a reporter 

for the Kansasopolis (Delaware City, Whitfield) Kansas 

Intelligencer. • The paper never appeared, but that it would 
• , * ., l 

have had perhaps the first active woman editor or correspondent 

in Kansas appears from the record of her presence at the 

convention along with various Territorial editors and repre

sentatives of Eastern papers. Indeed, she was in noted - . 

company, for there also sat Sam Tappan, James Redpath, 
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William A. Phillips, and Sam Wood, all special correspondents, 
, 4 ; ' 

besides E.C.K.Oarvey for the Topeka Freeman, Nothing is known 

of &rs. Chapman1s Journalistic efforts following this con

vention; since her husband*s paper failed to appear, she 

probably never again attempted newspaper work in the territory* 

A resident of the Territory,, at least, if not an actual 

"letter-writer11 during this period, was Vies Lydia 5. Hall, 

who had at one time been "editress* of the Lowell, Massachusetts, 

Offering, a magazine contributed to by the mill girls of that 

city. As early as 1857 she came to Kansas, and kept the 

Cincinnati House at Grasshopper Falls, She was a missionary 

in the Choctaw country when the Kansas question came up, whereat 

nho returned to Lowell and as a member of one of the Massa

chusetts parties of emigrants made the trip to the Territory. 

Che may not have contributed directly to the newspapers, but 

that she did "write letters" appears from the account of 
(1) 

her left by Hrs. Kobinson. "She wrote frequent, letters to 

some of the officials at Lecompton and they, never suspecting 
! 

they were written by a woman, dictated their answers to *L.S. 

Hall Esq.®" She wrote for the Offering under the name of 

"Adelaide," and is mentioned in the Herald of Freedom in its 

inrue following the revival on November 1, 1856, as the lady 

who, making a dainty speech, presented to the editor a big 

American flag which was then triumphantly raised over the 
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building in the presence of Governor Geary and a great crowd 

to celebrate the reappearance of the paper that six months 

before had been demolished following its indictment by the 

Douglas county grand jury* 

Another woman whose letter-writing was hardly journalistic 

in nature was Mrs. Hannah Anderson Ropes, author of "Six 

Months in Kansas, By A Lady," published in 1856,/ The prefatory 

note of the book probably gives all there is to be said about 

the origin of the letters: "The authoress went to Kansas in 

September, 1855, and returned to Massachusetts in April, 1856, 

During her absence she wrote the following letters to her 

mother, and, at the suggestion of her friends, they are here 

presented to the public, with but few alterations. She makes 

no pretensions to literary excellence, but asks the reader to 

remember the disadvantages under which these letters are 

written. The narrative is authentic." The fact that her 

letters were published at this time only goes :to show how great 

was the interest in Kansas. This book gives what is probably 

the most intimate picture of home life in frontier Kansas from a 

strictly feminine point of view that we have. It deals largely 

with manners and customs and the suffering among women and 

children, with just enough of the chronicle of sterner events 

to furnish a background, Mrs. Ropes died at Georgetown, 
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Maryland, in January, 1863, following the battle of Fredericks-

burg. While serving as a nurse for the many wounded in this 

battle she over-exerted herself and suffered from exposure 

beyond her strength. 

Some work in an editorial way was done by several Topeka 

women as early as 1857. Among others, Mrs. ?».K.Martin, Mrs. 

L.C.Martin, and the Misses Carrie and Julia Whiting, edited the 

Prairie Star, the Snow Wreath, or the Communicator, a literary 

paper established in January, 1857, by the Topeka Philomath!o 

Society. This journal was written out in longhand, but over 

its columns during the four or five yearn of its existence 
(2) 

women editors wholly dominated. 

But there were at least four women who actually wrote 

for local newspapers in the Territory, and the story of their 

efforts deserves to be preserved. In the fall of 1857 the 

Wyandott Citizen was founded by Emphraim Abbott. In It was 

begun a department called "The Family Circle," in charge of 

Mrs. Mary Abbott, the wife of the editor. The nature of the 

attempt, which was.but a brief one, will be seen from the 

following announcement Mrs. Abbott made in the Wyandott Citizen 

of "September 26, 1857: 

The Family Circle, conducted by Mrs. Mary Abbott 
Our readers, we trust, will excuse the want of interest in 

our Department, as we have not been able to resume the care of 
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It as we have done for many years past, but It is our intention, 
if God should again restore us to our usual health, to make 
this department a means of advancing and promoting a high toned 
moral principle in our midst, believing that such principles 
are the foundation of all order and good government, both in 
the family, In general society, and in public national govern
ment. W© shall endeavor each week to have something to interest 
parents, youth and children. There will be a good moral story 
In each number of the paper, such as we think may be read with 
profit by all. Besides items of general Interest, in our 
department we shall give attention to domestic economy and , 
religious intelligence. We shall endeavor, also, to give it a 
cheerful tone, by sensible wit and lively miscellaneous 
reading. Educational subjects will receive particular attention. 
We shall try to have a space for short historical sketches, 
and now and then a few items on the arts and sciences. In 
matters of religion we shall be on the side of pure religion, 
feeling friendly to all of every name who love our Savior, 
while we shall avoid Sectarianism with great vigilance. We 
wish to.make this department such that every/family may read 
it with interest and lasting benefit, whatever may be their 
politics or religion. 

The ambitious aims of the editor were hardly realized, it 

is needless to say. Nevertheless, this.was probably the first 

woman's department ever established on a Kansas paper. *t is 

true that before this time Mrs. C.I.R.Nichols had begun to 

write for the Quindaro Chindowan, but she has never been 

accused of conducting a woman's column. 

Probably a more successful effort was that of Mrs. J,a. 

Cody, wife of the editor and founder of the Grasshopper Falls 

Grasshopper, which first appeared in June, 1859. Cody was an 

uncle of the famous scout, Buffalo Bill. According to one 

authority, "The Grasshopper was a very small paper, and Mr^. Cody 
(3) 

Aid most of the editorial work. In four months it stopped," 
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and apparently Mrs. Cody1a work as an editor ended there. 

Perhaps the most able of all women in the Territory who 
* 

actually contributed to the local press, next to Mrs, C.I.H. 

Nichols, was &rs« Susie Crane Vogl, who, according to Noble 

Prentis, 

"..when a young wife, came to Kansas. She was one of the 
seventeen who started the town of Sumner. She wrote for the 
pressj for the St. Louis papers, for the New England Farmer. 
She started a school on the Missouri river bluff and the 
children came from the prairies back of the town" and crossed 
the river from the Missouri side. She edited the Western 
Spy, perhaps the first paper in Kansas edited by a woman. 
It was a bitter time, a civil war reigned in Kansas; she buried 
four little children; the town of Sumner perished and she went 
back to Boston, and was afterward numbered with the 1 formerly 
of Kansas.1 But with this preliminary training in Kansas 
she was ready for the rest of life. She became a partner with 
her husband in a furniture establishment which had transactions 
all over the world. Then she took up the pen; erstwhile used 
on the Western Spy, and wrote for twenty years for the leading 
newspapers of New England. She became business manager of the 
Woman's Journal, and brought to a difficult place the highest 
business qualities. She belonged to the Handel and Haydn 
society, the historic singing club east of the Hudson. When 
women began to be a power in journalism she became the auditor 
of the New England Woman1s Press Association. She was 
'generous, impulsive, and kind hearted'—qualities still held 
in high esteem in Kansas--and when she died the noblest, 
bravest and brightest of New England women gathered about her 
bier and heaped bright flowers upon it. Thus lived and died 
another of the earliest Kansas women; faithful to the earliest. 
Kansas convictions, and because she was faithful to those ideas, 
there came to her 'honor, love, obedience, troops of friends,1 
work well done in this world, which brings its own great 
reward." (4) 

But there was, after all, only one real newspaper woman in 

all of Territorial Kansas—Mrs. Clarinda Irene Howard Nichols, 

whose place in Kansas history is largely due to her newspaper 
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ability. This is shown by the following call sent out to the 

women of Kansas in 1881 to perpetuate her work for the women 

of the state: 

Nichols Memorial 
To the Women of Kansas:- Those persons who attended the 

Wyandott constitutional convention in July, 1859, will not 
forget a table on the right of the ^resident, behind which, 
day after day, sat an intelligent, pleasant-faced woman of 
middle age.•.sometimes knitting, but more often busy with 
pencil and pen, and with bright eyes always on the alert for 
the 1 business before the house.1 She was there because she knew 
that legal rights when secured in ac onstitution are not so 
easily abrogated by amendment or repeal as when left to the 
power of the Legislature; and thus,protected, that time would 
serve to test the worth of the measures* for their security. 
The lapse of...years has established the wisdom.and justice 
of the constitutional provisions which Mrs. Nichols was thus 
largely instrumental in securing. It was in her power only 
to suggest and initiate; the results had to be compassed 
through the hands of a few true and far-seeing men On the 
convention...With no other women to aid by their presence, her 
constant attention and timely words secured to the women of 
Kansas rights and privileges as to the holding of property, 
transacting business in their own name, and participation 
in the elections and offices under our school system. She 
asked for and secured: 

1. Equal educational privileges in all the colleges and 
institutions of learning fostered and controlled by the state. 

2. Equal rights In the formation and conduct of the common 
schools. t 

3. An equal right for the mothers with the fathers to the 
custody and control of their mutual offspring. 

4. The right of the wife to hold and accumulate property, < 
and sue and be sued as if sole® 

It should also be noted that no other state for years 

gave its women "the right of the wife to sue in defense of 

the common property or community fund." 

The woman who thus lobbied in the Wyandott constitutional 
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convention came to Kansas with a party which left Boston on 

October 17, 1854, and arrived at Lawrence on October 30* Prom 

the first she wrote letters to Eastern journals describing 

in minute detail the hardships and inconveniences of border 

life with the touch of an experienced journalist. She had 

been brought into newspaper work through her second marriage. 

Her husband, Geor&e W. Nichols, was for fifty years editor 

and publisher of the Brattleboro, Windham County, Vermont, 

Democrat. Shortly after her marriage he fell lli; so for 

thirteen years Mrs. Nichols ran the paper herself. She was 

an energetic, straight-r.poken, yet tactful woman, and made 

the Democrat the leader of the New England press in the in

terests of education, equal rights for women before the law, 

and for reform in general. The couple came to Kansas, then, 

in the fall of 1854, but Mr. Nichols died shortly after their 

arrival. As a result Mrs. Nichols went East to settle up her 

business affairs and did not return to Kansas:until early in 1857. 

But even before she reached the Territory the first time 
J 

Mrs. Nichols commenced the work she so vigorously followed 

here, and made her first Kansas convert before either Bhe or 

the new convert set foot on' Kansas soil. On her way out she 

and her two sons joined a"company of two hundred and twenty-

five immigrants from the East. On board the boat Mrs. Nichols 
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gave two lectures on woman1 s rights# !<A pious doctor among the-

passengers Insisted on his young wife retiring before the * 

lecture began the first evening, returning himself to listen# 

Mrs. Nichols took her stand near the dootor1s berth and the 

bride heard all the lecture and the next morning was an out

spoken advocate of woman's rights. The subject of the next 

evening was, 'Woman Suffrage,', and the wife was observed to 

punch her husband's ribs with vigor at every good point for 
(6) 

suffrage." 

Nor was she entirely unknown when she reached Kansas, 

as her name, and fame were well established with all New 

England settlers.. She herself has thus described her arrival 

at the settlement of tents, cabins, thatctod hotels and churches 

that Lawrence was in'October, 1854; 

"At eleven o'clock a.m. Mrs. H. and myself were sitting 
in front of the Lawrence office of the New England Emigrant 
Aid Company in the wagon of Hon. S.C. Pomeroy, who had v 
brought us from Kansas City, and entered the office to 
announce the arrival of our company, when a hilarious ex
plosion of several voices assured us that good lungs as well 
as brave hearts were within. Directly Col, Pomeroy and Dr. 
cam© out. 'Did you hear the cheering?1 asked the Dr. 1X 
did, and was thinking when you came out what a popular man 
the Colonel must be to call forth such a greeting.1 'But 
the cheers were for Mrs. Nichols,' was the reply; and the 
doctor proceeded to tell us that 1 the boys had been hotly 
discussing woman's rights, when one of their advocates who 
heard her lecture expressed a wish that his opponents could 
hear Antohette Brown on the subject, a second wished they could 
hear Susan B. Anthony, and a third wished they could hear Mrs, 
Nichols. On the heels of these wishes the announcement of 
Col. Pomeroy that "Mrs. Nichols was at the door" was the signal 
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for triumphant cheering. The boys wanted a lecture in the 
evening. The doctor said, "No, Mrs. Nichols is tired. To
morrow the thatching of the church will be completed and she 
can dedicate the building."'" (7) 

After her return to the Territory in 1857, she at once 

began the first Kansas crusade for women's rights. Previously, 

while in the East, she had contributed articles to the Herald 

of Freedom on the legal disabilities of women; these ran until 

that paper was silenced in May, 1856, the forms destroyed 

at that time containing one of her articles all set up. Early 

in the summer of 1857, therefore, she became associate editor 

of the Quindaro Chindowan, then edited by J.M.Walden, a rugged 

free-state editor who was a power in the Kansas press of that 

notable year. The work she did on this paper was by no means 

feminine or "society column" in tone; if anything, it was mas

culine and militant in behalf of woman*s rights. In addition to 

being an editor, she was also a speaker of marked ability. As a 

result, both her voice and pen were soon active throughout the 

Territory. Indeed, she continued on the Chindowan but a few 

months, thereafter devoting herself to personal canvassing and « 

lecturing, all the time corresponding for the press, reporting 

conventions and, in general, gaining an acquaintance and a 

knowledge of men and affairs in Kansas that stood her well 

in hand when the Wyandott constitutional convention met. 

The first result of her activity was th8 Kansas Woman's 
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Eights Association, formed in the spring of 1859. About 

twenty-five men and women under the presidency of John 0. 

Wattles elected Mrs. Nichols to represent them at the Wyandott 

convention; they also helped her make a canvass of the Terri

tory which ended in many names being secured to petitions she 

had to present to the convention. Her financial support in 

this work cam© from the Francis Jackson Woman's"Rights Fund 

through the treasurer, Wendell Phillips. In four weeks prior 

to the Wyandott session Mrs. Nichols lectured "at the principal 

settlements in the Territory, obtaining everywhere signatures 
(8) 

for petitions asking equal rights for women. 

At the convention Mrs, Lucy B. Armstrong occasionally 

kept Mrs. Nichols company, the editress being honored with a 

permanent seat by the chaplain. In,hor reminiocenoes Mrs. 

Nichols has said that she hud but two known friends in the 

entire body on whom she could rely, while she had the compact 

opposition of sixteen Democrats and bitter prejudices among 

many of the Republicans. But her journalistic training showed 

her what to do. Bhe began a campaign to win these men over 

by personally meeting them. To this end she served tea at 

Mrs. Armstrong's table and proved herself as capable at 

lobbying as a man. Finally she succeeded in gaining an invi

tation to address the convention, which she did, making a 

profound impression. 
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The women's rights petitions were referred to the Judiciary 

ard Elections committees. The chairman of the Judiciary 

committee wrote a report against the petitions which was 

adopted by the committee. But the convention rejected this 

report and adopted the provisions of the petitions by a 

majority of two. The victory, though not as complete as 

Mrs. Nichols desired, was a notable ono, and gave the women 

of Kansas rights far in advance of those of women in other 

states of the Union. 

Again, during the time before the election on the Wyandott 

constitution, Mrs. Nichols lectured and campaigned.In order to 

remove the feeling against giving women such advanced rights 

as those she secured. In 1867, too, when Kansas voted on the 

woman1s suffrage amendment, she spent four weeks in the field; 

but that amendment was lost owing to political complications 

and the question of negro suffrage then in great prominence. 

Mrs. Nichols* a activities in the interests of the Territory 

were as broad as a man1s. For example, at the Wyandott con-
: i 

vention she served several Eastern newspapers. Moreover, she 

never failed to attend the meetings of the Territorial legis

lature, and frequently wrote for many local papers. An amusing 

incident illustrative of her ability is shown by the following 

from the Atchison Union of February 11, 1860, quoting the 

Lawrence Republicani 
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Mrs. Nichols and the Atchison Union 
"•Kansas Legislature.—This roving body has finally gone 

back to Lawrence, as will be seen by the proceedings in another 
column, copied from the Leavenworth Herald and Times. The 
everlasting Mrs. Nichols and her yoke-mate, Miss Grant, are 
on hand for the purpose of participating in the affairs of 
state. These strong-minded women are some on foot if they 
can keep up with this migratory body. These masculine women, 
who are not Satisfied with their physical condition, but aspire 
to Man's estate, should be encouraged. They are prepared to 
resign their knitting work, and take upon themselves the bus
iness of legislation. They pray that a law may be enacted 
making them equal to men—and superior in certain cases, and 
their petition has been referred to the Judiciary committee. 
Whether this Legislature will arraign the wisdom of Providence 
and repeal an ordinance of nature remains to be seen.' 

"Messrs. Thacher:-The above racy paragraph is clipped from 
the Atchison Union. Your correspondent respectfully asks 
its insertion in your columns for the benefit of all whom it 
may concern, As an assurance of pleasant regard and sympathy 
for the gentlemanly author, we tender him our autograph, also 
if he will furnish yarn (the times are hard) we will cheer
fully engage to keep him stockinged until superseded in our 
labor of benevolence by some less aspiring knitting machine, 
only asking in return that he will send us his paper whenever 
the spirit moves him to pleasant notices of the 'strong-minded 
women.' 

"In amswer to his query as to the probability of the 
Legislature's 'repealing the ordinances of nature,1 we think 
it not likely while 'Jefferson's Manuel' holds out. Respect
fully , C.I.H.Nichols." 

Unquestionably she held her own with the editors of her 

day in Kansas, earning their hearty respeot by her aggressive

ness and knowledge of her subject. In addition, she was a 

leader in the temperance crusades that were frequent ; - t 

among the women in Territorial days, and as early as June, 1857, 

headed a list of women signers begging the men of Quindaro 

to cast the demon of rum out of that city. The committee 
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appointed to clean up the place did its duty, removing liquor 

nuisances and others with dispatch. Similar occurrences at 

Lawrence and Topeka showed that the women under Mrs. Nichols's 

leadership were early after the temperance question in Kansas, 

Then, too, at the instance of Horace Greeley, she was appointed 

by the Kansas National Aid Committee to lecture two months in 

New York procuring everywhere the appointment of women 

committees to collect supplies for the suffering people of 

Kansas. Her two oldest sons were among the armed defenders 

of the Territory, one being wounded in one of the John Brown 

fights. 

When she had done all she could for Kansas, Mrs. Nichols 

moved on to another state, going to California in 1871, where 

she resumed her newspaper work and kept up the agitation for 

women*a rights. She died in Potter Valley, California, on 

January 11, 1885, aged seventy-four. 



Chapter 16 

ESTIMATES AMD INFLUENCES OF TERRITORIAL JOURNALISM 

"Kansas editors remember--they should always remember-
that a fight for principle was the first work in which Kansas 
editors employed their pens. They of that time stood up 
bravely for principle#" (1) 

"Whatever Kansas is today she owes, primarily, to the 
press. Every step of her progress has been marked by printer'I 
ink; her whole history is outlined in the story of her 
Journalism." (2) 

"In estimating the agencies by which...remarkable results 
have been attained (in Kansas) I am inclined to give the first 
place to the printing press. Kansas is the best advertised 
country in the Universe. She had newspapers before she had 
laws; the printer came before the earliest corn had sprouted; 
the types not only served to record history, but helped to 
make it...Next to the newspaper, we should ascribe the most 
credit, I think, for the rapid material development of Kansas, 
to the homestead law and the land-grant railroads." (3) 

Unquestionably the chief contribution of; the press of 

Territorial Kansas to the state and to the journalism of the 

United States was the effort it made as a part of the national 

publicity campaign which told the entire civilized world of 

'Bleeding Kansas." This struggle for a principle not only 

made Kansas famousf but the success of the fight nobly shaped 

the destiny of the state forever afterward# Kansas today is 
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the child of the slavery struggle, the embodiment in land and 

wealth and population of a successful battle for an abstract 

idea that placed human flesh and blood above mere pecuniary 

gain. Born of that contest, participant in it, the newspapers 

of Territorial Kansas naturally made a part of themselves the 

high idealism of the principle at stake, and left for the 

press that followed a heritage and tradition at once priceless 

and unique. It was a great and unhoped for advance when 

chattel slavery was abolished; it was an event that overthrew 

the economic foundations of half of the nation. The shock of 

the overthrow, the bitterness of the struggle, the sublimity of 

the triumph-^ail these things were woven into the structure 

of Territorial Journalism, which in turn left its mark upon 

our state. 

How the Territorial newspapers helped in the great pub

licity campaign that made Kansas free has been shown, compara

tively small as was their part in it. For seven years they ham~ 

mered at the slavery question and worked to plant a free-soil 

population in Kansas. There was the North to be aroused; BO 

the local papers spoke as long as they stood, and spoke again 

through the lead of their type melted into cannon balls when 

their presses were demolished. They rose with vigor renewed 

and attacked the fraudulent schemes to force a slave consti

tution upon the state; and they joined their voice with the 
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national cry then rapidly rising into a ollmactio demand that 

slavery be abolished• Noble principles, high ideals—they 

are the rock upon, which the foundation of the state of Kansas 

finally was laid; and no one can say that the free-state and 

Republican press did not put every ounce of its dbrength into 

the fight—and every dollar its editors had, too, be it known. 

But this strife for principle, being noble and righteous, 

resulted in unlooked for benefits. It stirred the newspapers 

of the Territory to an unusual depth of solicitude concerning 

the future of the coming state; and unwittingly the press 

developed a watchful eye, extraordinary breadth of vision, 

and Idealistic foresight. In giving most of its attention t© 

politics, it did not realize that it was really treating 

politics in the broader sense indicated in the following: 

H•..In considering the history of Kansas and the relation 
of the newspapers of Kansas to its history, we are to. look 
into the politics of Kansas, and then to see what the newspapers 
of Kansas have had to do with Kansas politios; taking the word 
politico, to be sure, in no narrow sense, but. in that broad 
sense in which politics is to be considered as the science 
of government; as that part of human duty which has to do 
with the regulation and government of the state, with the < 
preservation of its safety and peace, and the promotion of 
its prosperity in all respects.,, 

"...It should not be forgotten that the struggle for 
principle in the early days resulted in planting upon the 
prairies of Kansas a population the like of which, for enter
prise, for intelligence, for morality, and for all good works 
is nowhere else to be found in any state or country. The 
world may be challenged to show a people so ready to grapple 
with and rightly solve the advanced questions of human welfare. 
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Kansas was first to put into her constitution and laws pro
tection for women in their property rights, the first to place 
around the homestead legal safeguards for the wife and children. 
Kansas has been the first to solve the question of the liquor 
traffic; by putting prohibition into her constitution and thon 
standing by it till no open saloon can be found within all her 
bounds; and, to make certainty double certain, Kansas men have 
given to their wives and daughters the power of the ballot, 
that they may help to see to it that not only the saloon but 
every place of allurement to vice and crime shall be and 
remains forever closed. 

"So it behooves every Kansas editor to look well to it 
that when his work shall have been done the record made by 
him shall show that he kept well up in the ranks of the Kansas 
quick step, that he was never found on the wrong side of ary 
measure giving promise of human improvement, promise of the 
elevation of the lowly, of the abolishment of the distinctions 
between the rich and the poor, promise of the better education 
of the children of all, of the better placing of the comforts 
and blessings of human life within the reach and in the 
enjoyment of all. 

"So, in considering the relation of Kansas newspapers to 
the history of the state, they must be regarded as having 
taken a large part in making the history of the state, by 
prompting, rejecting, advising, counseling, encouraging, 
guiding, leading, and*in no small degree directing the progress 
Kansas has made. And this may be considered the first relation 
of newspapers to the history of Kansas." (4) 

The struggle for principle in which the Territorial press 

participated therefore brought to Kansas three accompanying 

rewards:- commercial betterment, a superior social, and moral 

atmosphere, and a press that was metropolitan in tone. Some- > 

thing of its work toward upbuilding the state commercially 

is suggested by the following: 

"Horace Greeley used to advise the country editor to give 
small space to the general news of the world, but to cultivate 
assiduously the home field, to glean every possible detail 
of private life in the circuit of the country and print it..And 
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this advice of Editor Greeley...had been pretty well brought 
into practice before the time of the founding of Kansas news
papers. Hence the earliest of Kansas newspaper publishers 
were well posted in the arts of their craft, and they were . 
no dullards in adopting them. 

"Looking back over the files of Kansas newspapers from 
first to last we find that they have not merely come fully 
up to the highest standard of the profession as news gatherers, 
but have gone far beyond...It would not have been in accordance 
with the Kansas character if the newspapers planted in the new 
colonies in our new state, invited here as they were by the 
agitation and turmoil growing out of the passage of the Kansas-
Nebraska bill, had not proved to be something more than mere 
retailers of the news of the day; but that, beyond this, they 
would cause their columns to abound in information, advice 
and counsel to the new settlers in many things; advice about 
what they should do in securing their land titles; information 
as to how and where material for building their houses might 
be procured, and how to plant and build; about the new saw
mill, and the opening of the new stone quarry; how best to 
cultivate fields, plant orchards, and construct roadways; 
information as to the establishment of business houses,, manu
factories and hotels, and information as to prices of market 
supplies. We should expect such papers to encourage the 
opening of schools and the organization of churches and societies 
and that they would abound.in discussions of constitutional 
and legislative policy for the new state, and in the canvassing 
of the qualifications of the various persons named to fill 
public offices. All this, beyond the mere matter of publishing 
the news. The newspapers of Kansas have done all this faith
fully, with enterprise and enthusiasm. 

"We "find in the very first issue of the very first Kansas 
newspaper, a newspaper whoso type was net from canes put up 
under a tree for want of a roof in the projected town in which 
the paper was established, words of cheorand encouragement 
of the most stirring character; a little extravagant, maybe, < 
but wdrds which seem to have been as a clarion, note; as the 
bugle blast which has sounded all along the line ever since, 
inspiriting the Kansas hosts to this very day. The first 
editor introduced the Kansas settler to his work, by telling 
him that he has enlisted in, and had become one of that band 
of gallant Western pioneers possessed of that unconquerable 
spirit destined to annihilate time and space, to surmount every 
obstacle, and to accomplish the more herculean undertakings; 
before whom everything is made to yield, forest and wilderness 
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alike to disappear, and In whose continual and onward march 
cities, towns, churches, school houses, academies and* colleges 
are to spring up as if by magic, and at a rate to actually' 
astonish the most progressive. In this march railroads are 
to be substituted for the winding footpath of the burdened 
pack horse, and the iron steam steed is to be seen traversing 
the same track, richly laden with commerce and with the 
inexhaustible productions of the country, before time has had 
a chance to obliterate the moccasined footprints of the 
aboriginal rod proprietors of the soil. Such, said this first 
Kansas editor, Is to be the history of Kansas, such is the 
spirit which has seized upon her pioneers, and which is 
destined, in brief time, to raise her to a position among her 
sister states which will be truly enviable in the highest 
degree." (5)-

So it must not be assumed for a moment that in devoting 

most of their thought and space to politics, the papers of 

Territorial Kansas forgot her commercial interests. Without, 

question the political struggle was the dominant topic of 

this press; but, working as it was primarily to induce Northern 

immigrants to come to Kansas, the press could not afford wholly 

to neglect such things as land, farming, natural resources, 

railroads, and the like. Few people came to Kansas--and fewer 

were willing to come--simply to fight for .a naked principle; 

the motive of self interest necessarily had to be developed 

and stimulated. So, between writing of murders and border 

warfare, the Territorial papers told what Kansas had'to offer. 

From the first they were full of advertising and news about 

new towns, about the chances for business, and the questions 

of industries and commerce. They describedthe natural resources 
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6f the country, Its beauty, and dreamed in terms of sawmills, 

factories, business blocks, and mineral deposits. The climate, 

too, was carefully noted, every section of the North suffering 

in comparison. Could the river be navigated was another 

favorite topicj so ferries were proposed, and the movements of 

river steamers were given close attention, for there was con

siderable travel on the Kaw in those days as far up as Lawrence 

and Topeka. Then, as statehood drew near, railroad schemes 

buzzed in every editor's head. 

It has also been generally assumed that the Territorial 

papers gave little or no space to farming, but such was not 

the case. In view of the importance of the political struggle, 

the newspapers gave a great deal of attention to farming, and in 

much more detail than one might think. It was not enough to 

publish far and wide information for squatters, advice about 

land titles, facts about where the best lands were, and what 

were the prospects for securing them. Most of the papers set 

out to devote special columns to farming interests. From its 

first issue the Lawrence Tribune carried articles on general 

farming topics, wheat raising, and miscellaneous matters. The 

El wood Free Press had- a department called "Farm, Garden, and 

Kitchen." The Lawrence Republican regularly published every 

kind of information to encourage agriculture; the Burlington 
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Neosho Valley Register also had a column entitled "The Garden 

and Kitchen." The Atchison Union vigorously stimulated agri

cultural interests; the Herald of Freedom never failed to 

say something about the possibilities of farming. Perhaps 

no paper treated of agricultural interests so consistently 

as the' White Cloud Chief; but all of them in practically every 

issue tried to print something of help or suggestion to the 

farmer. Ihey also kept a sharp lookout for discoveries of 

coal, oili clay, and other mineral resources. It was the , 

editor of the Herald cf Freedom who helped bore the first oil 

well in Kansas. The press also boomed the gold fields, ex

ploited the trails to the mines, and cast about for remedial 

means when the border troubles kept capital from coming to 

Kansas. When the newspapers found that uncertainty about the 

government of Kansas kept timid investors away, they called 

for a new constitution and admission into the Union as the 

only means to insure financial stability. In general, then,' 

the Territorial papers not only advertised Kansas, but they 
• ; t 

directed, advised, and suggested anything and everything that 

would further hor financial and commercial interests. 

Then, too ,• it has been justly said that "The press of 

Kansas was preaching the doctrine of temperance and morality, 

civic righteousness and a square deal in business and politics, 
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fifty years before some of her neighboring states found it 

necessary , for the preservation of the sacred institutions of 
(6) 

society and government, to fall in line*" They were right, 

most of these Territorial journals, on social and moral ques

tions* It was a rough time, and the distance from civilization 

and the disorganization of the forces of law and convention 

did indeed put a premium upon loose living; but the papers 

fought for a moral community, and it may be said that the 

people as a whole followed the lead of the press. Indeed, the 

second issue of the Lawrence Free State carried the following 

editorial: 

A Prohibitory Liquor Law 
The time is fast approaching when the first Territorial 

Legislature will be elected and convened. And it is to be 
hoped that its first session will do itself and Kansas Terri
tory the honor of passing a law forbidding the sale of 
spirituous liquors as a beverage. 

We have already suffered much from the effects of this 
nefarious traffic. One of the murders committed here, and 
another attempt at assassination, are directly attributable 
to liquor. Liquor was also a prominent cause of the dese--
oration of our ballot box during the late election. 

The voice of humanity and of justice demands the banish
ment of this agont of strife, taxation, poverty, and crime* 1 

Now is the most appropriate season to forbid its ingress forever. 
There are now no monied influences or vested interests to 
contend against. Capital is not yet Invested in its manu
facture and sale, and consequently no stupendous bribes, 
against the influence of which the people of other states have 
to contend, to purchase votes, and votes against prohibition. 
There are no wives and helpless children of rumsollers dependent 
for their support upon the traffic, to overbalance the cause 
of the poor Inebriate, and of his wretched and starving family. 

Give us a prohibitory law NOW, that we may turn back the 
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tide of rumsellers and distillers who, driven from the States 
by stringent laws, will flood our fair land and infect it 
with wretchedness, pauperism, and crime of every description. 
Give us a prohibitory law, before the unholy traffic is 
fortified by capital and by the depravity which it creates* 

Similarly, the Herald of Freedom, in July, 1855, asked the 

Bogus Legislature to adopt a prohibitory law. The press that 

did not vigorously oppose the liquor traffic was for the most 

part in the border towns, where intoxicants flowed freely; these 

papers, both free-state and pro-slavery, simply said little or 

nothing about the evil, however they may have regarded the 

trade; apparently they were not yet ready to fight the sale of 

liquors, for they certainly needed the advertising of the sa

loons and cafes. But these were in a minority; the general 

voice of the press called for prohibition, morality, and high 

ideals, even though some of the papers, while denouncing the 

traffic editorially, inconsistently carried liquor advertising. 

Probably the leading temperance sheets were the Lawre/ice Tri

bune, the Quindaro Chindowan, the White Cloud Chief, the Herald 

of Freedom, and the Lawrence Free State and Lawrence Republican, I 
It was a perfunctory remark of all the papers that there 

should be no abridgment of the right to worship as one pleased; 

people of all denominations were welcome. The press was likewise 

generous in giving publicity to the various literary societies 

that sprang up at Topeka, Lawrence, Wyandott, and elsewhere, and 



549 

frequently announced lectures by such men as Richard Realf and 

Alfred Dean Richardson. Not all of the papers, however, backed 

Krs. C.I.H.Nichols in her fight for woman's suffrage; but 

few of them went out of their way to oppose her efforts. 

Education also was universally encouraged. At first, schools 

had to be maintained by public subscription; so the newspapers 

helped out with editorials, urging generous provlsons for 

free public schools. One of the first superintendents of 

public instruction was a journalist,. J.M.tfalden of the 

Chindowan. It should not be forgotten, either, that the ancestor 

of the Kansas ' t̂ate Historical Society was largely made up 

of editors and correspondents—the Historical and Scientific 

Society, organized as early as 1859. 

And what sort of papers were these Territorial journals 

that from the first fought for a great principle, even though 

they were established for mercenary ends? Plainly their 

editorial side was over-developed, and as a consequence, the 

purely practical and commercial side was weak. We know, in 

general, that both their birth rate and their death rate were 

too high for their, to be very prosperous; they were too numerous 

for profitable existence even though they had possessed a 

larger and more wealthy audience than they.did. And what 

was the character of their news, editorials, feature material, 
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circulation, advertising, mechanical equipment, and make-up? 

What was the degree of their financial success? And what 
i 

did they contribute to American journalism? 

Certainly the Territorial journalist had plenty of news 

for his unstable sheet• If he Wished to deal in orime and 

sensational news, he had only to look around him. For example, 

the Atchison Champion of July 17, 1858, said: __ 

"Palmetto City.—'Gov.* Marshall's municipal snuff-box 
is a great place. It Is celebrated in the history of Kansas 
as the scene of the 'revolving voters'} the Palmetto Kansan 
is published there, and 'Gov.' Marxhall makes Palmetto his 
residence. It could support a daily paper, and would be 
a heaven to a reporter in search of an item. The Palmetto 
Kansan of the 30th Inst, contained accounts of the killing of 
two men, and the wounding of three others. In the issue of 
the 7th inst., we find an account of another murder. The 
Kansan asks, 'Who next?1" 

Yet these papers were not sensational or yellow sheets. 

George •*. Martin, who should know, has said: "Without desiring 

to exaggerate...! will say there was no yellow journalism in 
(7) 

those days." Occasionally the pro-slavery papers screamed and 

tried to blow up a journalistic hurricane, but on the whole 

the free-state press dealt seriously and sanely with facts. 

However, the art of writing news had as yet failed to appear} 

few of the publications placed their news to advantage, or 

"played it up." The biggest piece of news in the paper, politi

cal or otherwise, was placed at the head of the editorial columr 
9 \ 

the editor was everything. If there was no big news, then the 
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regular "leader" occupied its usual place. There was no such 

thing as a "lead," nor were there headlines to speak of. Only 

the greatest kind of excitement called for a headline with 

more than on© line of type; and a double column head wa© 

absolutely unknown; few column rules were broken. When there 

was an unusually exciting piece of non-political news, the 

writer spared no art to make it effective. The following 

account of a big fire is from the Leavenworth Journal of July 

15, 1858: 

THE GREAT FIRE 
of the 15th of July, 1858. 

Thirty-one houses burned to the ground and five houses 
torn down1. 

Loss §250,0001 
Insurance §35,0001 

_ Origin 
Whis morning, at half past twelve o'clock, our city was 

startled from the quiet of night by the long dreaded cry of 
Firel Fire! ringing through the streets. The fire originated 
in the dressing room in the second story of the Union Theatre, 
a large two-story frame on the corner <f Delaware and Third 
streets. 

Progress 
The flames burst forth as if from a pile of tin! er, and 

spread with a rapidity appalling to witness. At the commence
ment the wind was blowing a pretty stiff breeze from a little 
west of south, which brought the fire down on the riouth side 
of Delaware street, and over into the block between Delaware 
and Shawnee. The streets were full of men with hands and 
hearts able and willing to do all in their power to stay 
the devouring elements, which seemed intent on laying waste 
the larger part of our city. Etc.,Etc. 

Loss 
(Itemised list given here) 

Remarks. 
Our gallant Mayor, last night, distinguished himself as 

usual. I3tc.,Etc. 
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Facsimile of the editorial page of the Leavenworth Times 

of August 7, 1858, in which the defeat of the English 

Bill is announced. Whenever the Territorial editor was 

overjoyed to a nnounce a piece of news, he did so edi

torially; and somewhere in the story would appear a 

cannon in the act of being fired. The example shows 

plainly the lack of technic in news writing in Territorial 

days; and, for that matter, the headlines given here 

are unusually large. 
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. , \ \ V o \u 
On the whole, then, the news lacked explotatlbn.( wlth\ 

4'̂ 'f _ 
murder a commonplace, outrages almost without humber J*AT#(d) \ 

V">\ 1 
|  -  y  *  • )  ;  .  

Greeley the editor s idol, the Kansas editor took it upon 
'I| >»)H 

\s ") 

himself to megaphone the news from the editorial column* and 

trusted his readers to look carefully for every item. Very 

probably, too, the custom of printing the outside of the 

paper first accounts in part for the apparent failure of these 

papers to "play up the news"; the inside page was usually 

the last to be printed, though there seems to be no particular 

reason why this was so except that aggressiveness in news had 

not yet- become a fashion, and the papers were almost all 
• V :• 

weeklies, illustrations, of course, were practically unknown. 

Journalism of the Horace Greeley type, then, ruled the 

Territorial press, the editor telling the news very often 

as a personal narrative with the editorial "we" profusely 

inserted. But there was a second sort of news in there days, 

that of the correspondent. Unquestionably the "country 

correspondence" which has become so important a factor in 

Kansas weeklies grew out of the "letter-writing" so common 

in Territorial days. First there were the special correspondent! 

who traveled over the Territory writing for the Eastern press. 

These letters were intended to furnish information for readers 

in the East, supplying material that the Northern friends of 
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Kansas could obtain in no other way. Of course, few Territorial 

papers could hire men to do this sort of work locally, although 

the Herald of Freedom at one time had P.P.Fowler (He-No) acting 

in that capacity; "Hawksbill" wrote for the Leavenworth Herald, 

as did "Viator" and 11 Veritas"; A.D.Richardson and O.A.Bassett 

corresponded for the Quindaro Chindowan; Richard Mendenhall 

supplied the Lawrence Free State with news from Quaker Mission; 

while most of the Territorial journals received correspondence 

of some sort from Washington. The Leavenworth Times and possi

bly one or two other papers at different times had their own 

traveling reporters in the Territory, particularly during 

political campaigns. But the majority of the papers depended 

on voluntary contributions from free agents who had an outrage 

to report or a grievance to air; and in time the habit of 

writing both news and editorial communications to our early 

papers became very general* Probably no Journal printed so much 

of this sort of material as did the Herald of Freedom* It was 

a mixture of news and opinion that was freely served up in 

those days of bitter political differences, and every one 

was invited to write, and felt free to do so* 

Later, with more peaceful days in the Territory, the 
• • 

tone of this correspondence gradually changed. Instead of re

porting the murder of John Smith or the stealing of his horses bj 
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pro-slavery invaders, or the burning of his house, the local 

correspondents came to describe the development of a certain 

piece of country, the improvements being »made here and there, ^ 

and other topics of interest to the writer's community. It was 

but another step to the country correspondence of today. Indeed, 

letters may be found in the files of the Herald of Freedom for 

1859 which are thoroughly of this type except that they laok the 

coneieeness usually found in the necessarily brief country 

communications of today; and they also lack the "personal touch." 

The personal touch—there is the key to country corres

pondence and the local column of today. But Territorial days 

were so full of bitter personalities that no editor dared to use 

the personal touch which now makes the local column the most 

sought for in the Kansas weekly, without barricading his sanctum 

and arming himself for deadly combat. The local news item 

really did not arrive in Territorial times. It tried to, but 

few papers dated to meddle with what was considered a sort 

of journalistic dynamite. As a matter of fact, if the editor , 

chanced to write a real personal item even so mild as to say a 

gentleman was taking a business trip East, it was customary for 

him to label it "Personal," apparently half apologizing for 

the impertinence he feared he was exercising in printing the 

Item. It was not until the seventies that the value of country 
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correspondence was seized upon and made an asset to the Kansas 

weekly# Probably the first man to exploit it was Frank A# Root, 

the pioneer typo and journalist of Territorial days. Root ran 

the North Topeka Times in 1876, and used the country corres

pondence column so effectively that he doubled his paper's 
(8) 

circulation. Its history since then needs no outlining# 

These were the two sources of live news. But the early 

papers carried perhaps as much reprint matter as live material. 

This was necessarily so because there was no ready-print or 

patent inside stuff in those days, and very often the editor 

did not have either time or desire to fill his paper completely 

with live or local news; so he leaned heavily on his exchanges. 

He reprinted more from Eastern and Southern;papers, however, 

than from Territorial journals. This naturally had to be, 

for Kansas was in very close touch with national events, and 

every new angle on the slavery Question was reprinted from the 

leading journals of the North and South as the occasion suited. 

Indeed,, the range of news reprinted in Territorial papers was 

international# With the advent of the telegraph as far as 

Leavenworth, in 1859, the weeklies began to carry considerable 

telegraphic news in brief form; and by this time, too, they 

were watching their exchanges locally and reprinting more and 

more of what their fellow editors had to say. At first, the 
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Herald of Freedom, which had the most space of any paper in 

Kansas, led in this matter of reprinting, though it often 

lacked the telegraphic news that papers nearer the border had* 

But the Journal of all journals for reprint and exchange work 

was Sol Miller's White Cloud Chief. No editor in the Terri

tory ever watched his exchanges so closely as did Sol Miller; 

indeed, he was seldom seen away from his office, never travel

ing around the country as other editors did. He was the 

original "morgue" worker of the state. 

This large amount of reprint, however, did not keep the 

papers from fulfilling Horace Greeley's ideal that the country 

newspaper should make home interests first and let the tariff 

take care of itself. The reprint for the most part concerned 

the slavery question; in practically all of the borrowed 

material Kansas was mentioned. 

What of color in the news? Did the papers reflect public 

sentiment pretty accurately, or mould public opinion? All of 

these things the Territorial press did or possessed; but for ! 

the most part it was honest color, not distortion of faots; 

it was honest differing, straight-spoken narratives, and a 

desire to advance a cause the papers thought just and right. 

Those were, moreover, the days of rather pointed news writing -

without technic, to be sure, but also with must less rhetoric 
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superfluous verbal adornment than one might expect. The • 

editorials often possessed these literary embellishments, but 

the news, especially that concerning public meetings, aimed to 

picture the gathering as it actually appeared—news writing 

that was far more individual and satisfying in many ways than 

is the cut-and-dried "lead" type demanded nowadays. With plenty 

of news, then, and inspiration back of the writing, it is no. 

wonder that the Territorial papers in their rudo, artless 

way told the news each week so that each story gripped. And 

yet they knew when to pick a piece of foreign news that would 

interest their readers; for example, practically every weekly 

in Kansas in the spring of 1860 carried an account of some 

oort concerning the Heenan-Sayers prize fight in England which 

went thirty-eight rounds. 

Editorially, of course, the early Kansas newspaper was a 

first-class journal. There were more forty-horsepower editors 

working on two-horBepower papers in Territorial days than there 

have ever been since. In those days the editor was everything, 

and he set a pace that has been hard for others to maintain, 

whether it be for villiflcation and personal abuse or for 

pointed, logical, convincing argument. He carried on a fight 

for free speech only to see his plant thrown into the river 

or smashed up by Southern men directed by so-called Territorial 
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officials. He exhausted all the possibilities of the pictur

esque and rhetorical in describing the evil deeds or asinine 

qualities of his enemies--abusingf libelling, and misrepresent

ing as the case might be. He dared to write an editorial on any 

topic that needed settling; but he usually ended up in his own 

yard, reviewing the slavery question as it affected Kansas, and 

searching out the faults in his fellow editor's work if his 

neighbor did not happen to be of the same political faith. His 

comments were often barbed with the venom of partisan enmity, 

but occasionally with downright personal dislike. G.W.Brown 

of the Herald of Freedom perhaps received more of the latter 

sort of thrusts than did any other editor, while Sol Miller 

probably dispensed more free criticism than a number of others 

together. Among themselves the pro-slavery editors were par

ticularly vicious—probably after the fashion of brothers 

quarreling: they knew one another1s weak spots better than they 

did those of editors of opposite political belief. Such a 

quarrel the Squatter Sovereign and the Leavenworth Herald 

carried on intermittently. For example, the Leavenworth 

Herald of April 20, 1855, said of its rival: 

"We were not in the least surprised to see that the 
Squatter Sovereign, an able and zealous pro-slavery paper, 
should become exasperated at the Governor having granted a 
certificate of election to the infamous penny-a-linter Conway, 
»hen the returns of the election clearly indicate a large 
majority of votes for Mr. Donaldson, but we are astonished that 
the intelligent editor of the Sovereign should have made use of 
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the low and debasing word 1d--d' in speaking o f Mr. Donaldson's 
rights. 

"He says:-'Gov. Reader has glvon that contemptible 
puppy, M.P.Conway, a certificate of election as Councilman . 
of the Pawnee district, when it is well known that Mr. 
Donaldson received a majority of at least 200 votes. We 
can* t stand that, certainly. D—d if we do I If the Legis
lature don't reconsider the action of the Gov. and give Mr. 
Donaldson a certificate, the Squatter Sovereign will take the 
matter in hand.' 

"We most cordially endorse the sentiments of the Squatter 
Sovereign; but we deprecate the profanity of its language. 
Such words as 1d—d* do not give that force to language 
which many persons suppose. We trust that the Atchison press 
will henceforth refrain from the repetition of a word GO 
offensive to good breeding. It is exceedingly unbecoming for 
the editorials of a pro-slavery paper to be interlarded 
with such low and vulgar language. 

1 Maintain your rank; vulgarity despise, 
To swear is neither brave, polite, nor wise.'n 

Again on May 11, 1855, the Herald said of the Bqxatter 

Sovereign: 

"...It is with great reluctance we condescend to notice 
anything from the vituperative pen of the insignificant, puerile 
silly, blackguard who at present presides over the editorial 
conduct of the Sovereign. Atchison may be, but Leavenworth is 
riot, the place where Peter Pindar's remark, 'Every blackguard 
scoundrel is a king,' is recognized by the community. We 
never think of the present editor of the Sovereign (prdbably 
R.S.Kelley) but with the most ineffable contempt. We never 
speak of him but with the utmost scorn, ^e look down upon 
him with derision, and with something like the leering * 
contempt with which we regard the whining yelping of a puppy. 
We look down upon the impertinent, puddle-headed, rattle
brained, empty blackguard as the lordly bull does on the little 
dirty ant hill, whose puny inhabitants he curses with his 
foot. Our ear is sick of his babbling. H© is like the 
chattering of a daw that prates without understanding—like 
the young magpie, that talks by rote--like the monkey that 
jabbers--like the green parrot that squalls without ceasing.M 

The editor of the Doniphan Constitutionalist plainly 
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showed what Sol Miller of the White Cloud Chief had done to 

him when he wrote this: ' 

"The editor of the Chief wishes us to bring him into 
notice, but wo do not wish to pollute our columns with such 
trash, unless forced to do so.--We would gently hint to the 
cross-eyed, crank-sided, peaked and long razor-nozed, blue-
mouthed, nigger-lipped, white-eyed, soft-headed, long-eared, 
crane-necked, blubber-lipped, empty-headed, flQueaky-voiced, 
snaggle-toothed, filthy-mouthed, fox-anklod, pigeon-toed, 
reel-footed, goggle-eyed, hammer-hearted, cat-hammed, hump-
shouldered, splaw-footed, bandy-shanked, ignoble Black 
Republican abolition editor to attend to his own affairs, or 
we will pitoh into him in earnest." (9) 

But it was customary to quarrel, and most of the epithets 

were mere vaporings j s o the Manhattan Express of Beptenber 20, 

1860, remarked: 

Irrepressible Conflict 
"The personal conflict between the editors of the States

man and the Council Grove Kansas Brass is growing warmer and 
warmer every day, so as to admit the appellationo f •irre
pressible1. in the full extent of the meaning of the word. 
They call each other very polite names, ouch as swindlers, 
counterfeiters, pups, adulterers, villains, and the like. As 
it now stands, it appears that the Statesman is getting the 
advantage of his brother editor. It would not be surprising 
•that both should turn out victims of the irrepressible ** 
conflict at the end." 

The editor of the Tecumnoh Note Book, in making his bow,! 

said: 

"Though unaccustomed to, and unacquainted with the duties 
and responsibilities of the profession we have assumed, we 
shall rely upon the magnanimity of the corpse editorial.... 
*•tin our intercourse with the editorial corpse, we shall 
deal frankly and freely." 

Bald the Quindaro Chindowan of August 15, 1057: 

•» 
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"The Note Book must allude to the editor of the Herald 
of Freedom. Morally speaking, that person has been an 
editorial corpse for a long time. Peace to his ashes1." 

Editor Key, in the Doniphan Constitutionalist of January 

5, 1857, said: 

"When the editor of the Topeka Tribune arrives at the 
gates of the infernal regions there will be such a stygian 
shout as has not been heard in that place since his Satanic 
majesty first proposed to visit the new world to tempt our 
first parents." 

Along with the habit of criticising, however, the press 

early iearned the habit of boasting. The Lawrence Free f>tato 

of March 24, 1856, said! 

Large Egg * 
Everything in Kansas is got up on a "grand scale, Vastness 

is the characteristic of everything here, from politics and 
prairies down to animals and vegetables. Even the hens are 
impressed with the necessity of keeping pace with everything 
else, and get up their eggs to correspond. We were shown a 
hen's egg measuring six inches in circumference and three and 
a half in length. It was laid by a veritable Kansas hen, 
without any trace of the shanghai. 

Likewise the editorial paragraph, which today is sucji a 

feature of the Kansas weekly press, received much less 

attention in Territorial days. The papers carried much material 

which could be classified as editorial paragraphs, but it is 

a question how much of it was original and how much borrowed. 

Examination shows that many papers used a small, figure of a 

man's hand in front of some paragraphs, perhaps to indicate that 

these alone were original; but is is probably safe to say that 
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comparatively few paragraphs of the sort now found in Kansas 

papers were written before statehood. The following examples, 

however, show that the Territorial editor had a liking for just 

that sort of material: 

"Read the President's message."--Leavenworth Herald, 
"A little nonsense now and thai is relished.by the best of 
men"; but don!t, Mr. Herald, prescribe quite so large a dose 
as the President's message to any one.--Atchison Champion. 

A Texas editor named his child "Kansas." Another one 
wickedly says he would be afraid to call his child Kansas 
for fear it would never have a constitution.--Burlington 
Neosho Valley Register. 

The rule was, if possible, to plant a laugh somewhere 1 n 

most of the editorial comment and repartee. Sol Miller could 

do this, but John A. Martin of the Atchison Champion did not 

always do so; nor did T.D.Thacher deal at all kindly with 

G.W.Brown of the Herald of Freedom when the latter was fast 

losing his grip. Nevertheless, as Captain Henry King has said, 

"They believed...in the charm of good-naturedness, those 
first Kansas editors, in which we might profitably copy 
them more than we do. They knew how to be severe without 
snarling; how to moralize without being bilious about it. 
They preferred the sunny, buoyant, open-pored style to the , 
cloudy, sullen, narrow-minded manner of looking at things. 
And they were happier men, and their papers were better papers 
for it. They could quarrel, of course, and did "frequently— 
and an editor is but a feeble poultice who cannot or will not 
quarrel, or even fight, on occasion--but they never allowed 
it to jostle them from their regular serenity. They never got 
so angry that they missed a single meal; they never wrote So 
fiercely that they could not be bantered into a casual game of 
draw poker...1 fear those editors won preoious little, however, 
at cards or anything else, for most of them now living could 
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give points to the proverbial church mouse in the matter 
of finance* But they are rich beyond computation in other . 
and better ways..." 

The truth is, the editorial pencil in Territorial days 

was sharpened by the sword, and when the editor attacked tte re 

were no depths of villification or denunciation to which he 

would not descend; but it was a fair game of give and take, 

and frequently not so seriously meant as it sounded. Kansas 

newspapers knew no libel laws before the Civil War; and there 

were few corrections of errors; the editor simply said what 

he thought and stood prepared to take the consequences. When 

he lacked editorial inspiration, he callod for an army to 

attack his fellow editor®s town, or, in more peaceful days, 

reprinted the editorials of others without giving credit, Or 

with some sarcastic comment--in both cases drawing forth a 

denunciation of the ringing sort. 

A surprising thing about these papers is the space they 

gave to feature material--entertainment. It is no exaggeration 

to say that they consistently averaged one-fourth feature* 

Usually this appeared for the most part on the first page, 

and was thereafter scattered throughout the remainder of the 

paper. It appeared under such headings as "Pearls of Thought," 

"Things Wise and Otherwise," "Editorial Melange," "The Scrap 

Book," "The Fun of the Thing," "Choice Poetry," "Select Tale," 
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and the like* The striking characteristic of all this, material 

is that it was in so many cases "off color8 and out of taste, or 

failing in that, was absurd or silly. For example, this item 

appeared in the majority of the Territorial papers at some 

time or other: 

How It Felt*—A lady friend of ours says that the first 
time she was kissed «he felt like a big tub of roses swimming 
in honey, cologne, nutmegs, and cranberries. She also felt 
something running through her nerve on feet of diamonds, 
escorted by several little Cupids, in chariots drawn by angels, 
shaded by honeysuckles, and the whole spread with melted 
rainbows. 

Another gem in 'the way of "editorial melange" was this: 

(Hand) A man in Florida, who swallowed an orange seed last 
fall, has a breath so fragrant of orange blossoms this spring 
that he says the ladies are constantly teasing him for kisses. 
Poor fellow. 

Few of these early papers maintained a standard high enough 

not to carry in their "oddities," "freak" stories, anecdotes, 

sketches, and short slories something that today would be barred 

as risque, questionable, or in some cases positively indecent* 

The pro-slavery papers were not always the chief offenders, 
J 

either, although they as a whole had lower standards. It is 

surprising that this feature material should have appeared in 

such large proportion and so often in bad taste. That it filled 

some sort of a real need there is no question, for on the 

frontier magazines and books were scarce. Fortunately, how

ever, it was not all badj some papers persistently published 
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many extracts from the classics, and a few, like the Atchison 

Champion, Herald of freedom, Lawrence Republican, and Whit© 

Cloud Chief, carried superior poetry at times. Unquestionably 

the cleanest and cleverest paper as regards feature material 

was the short-lived Doniphan Crusader of Freedom, Editor 
s ' 

Redpath had real literary taste and likewise had ideas. Probably 

the best original feature material ever written for the 

Territorial press was entirely the work of the special corres

pondents, except perhaps occasional contributions from Sol 

Killer, who had the*knack of parody and burlesque. However, 

the Herald of Freedom, commencing in March, 1859, published 

a serial novel, "The Jayhawkers," written by one of its 

employees, P.P.Fowler (He-No)--probably the first novel written 

in Kansas. In it the following well known journalists were 
(10) 

characters: 

Slay Augustus Wattles 

Brown.., G.W, Brown 

The Reporter...,T.P.Thaoher , 

Col. Scribble,•.William A. Phillips 

Judge Carroty...M.F.Conway 

And the Lawrence Republican was known as "Oallinipor." 

Similarly, the prospectus of the Emporia News contained the 

following announcement: "I shall commence with the first nunber 
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the publication of 'The Adventures of a Kansas Volunteer,* by 

one who has been a participant in the struggles in Kansas from 

the first invasion by Missouri to the present time," Some 

dramatic criticism, too, was attempted by the Leavenworth 

Herald--probably the first and only paper in the Territory to 

do so. This appeared following the opening of a theatre in 

Leavenworth in 1858. In general, then, the feature material 

published in our early papers was decidedly below par except 

for the work of such men as Sol Miller, T.D.Thacher, and the 

special writers sent out from the East. 

As with news, so were the advertising departments of these 

journals unprogresalve. First of all, few newspapers in those 

days enjoyed what might be called paying advertising patronage# 

Most of those that did were in Leavenworth, which was the big 

newspaper town of the period. It had the largest population; 

moreover, it was the principal outfitting point for the whole 

Territory, the first town to which the new immigrant usually 
t 

came, the main river port from the East. If any Territorial 

journals ever made money or completely supported themselves, 

they were Leavenworth papers. These from the start had plenty 

of patronage, it seems, and in some oases, toward the latter 

part of the Territorial period, they printed little else than 

advertising, one having carried as high as twenty-one 
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columns of advertising in a twenty-four column paper. But this 

was exceptional, and the paper was small. 

The advertising in the journals of the Territory was 

probably half foreign. This is easily accounted for. The 

papers circulated more in the East than they did in the 

Territory, and therefore it paid an Eastern firm to advertise 

in the Territorial press, especially if the concern was located 

in St. Louis or some other town reached by immigrants on their 

way to Kansas. M0st of this advertising was in reader form, 

without much display type; indeed, double-column advertising was 

very slow to appear in Kansas papers. Paid locals probably 

existed, but the science of getting them regularly had not 

yet been mastered. Nor was there any delinquent tax list 

advertising to speak of, or any great amount of public printing 

dr "pie." Only three newspapers in the Territory were ever known 

to receive government "pap." Again, the Territorial papers 

carried much advertising for Eastern magazines such as Harper1s 

and for newspapers like the National Era or the New York § 

Tribune. For this they received a copy of the magazine or 

newspaper in exchange—that was all. The advertising was 

measured almost wholly by "squares"—a square being ten or 

twelve lines, usually ten. Advertising rates were rather uni

form, the ordinary one being $1,50 or $1.00 per square per 
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insertion, and fifty cents for each one additional* Reduced 

rates were given for larger quantities. A column per year 

was $100 in the best papers, and from $60 to $100 in others. 

Only the Leavenworth journals ever charged more than that, 

the Leavenworth Journal asking $150 per year per column, with 

twelve changes. Others gave rates of ten cents per line, and 

five cents per additional insertion. Position seemed to count 

for little) but the Herald of Freedom had the unique rule that 

the advertiser who first sent in his copy was given the top of 

the column. Most of the papers ran at least a oolumn of adver

tising on the front page, but the editorial page was usually 

clear of it. Some of them, too, had traveling agents to secure 

advertising, but not to any great extent. 

Little art was displayed in the writing of advertisements 

in those days, or in their typography. Perhaps the commonest 

attempt at technic was a headline such as "Starvation and 

Suffering in Kansas," followed by some remarks on how to 

avoid privation by buying Jones1 groceries. Such advertisers» 

used current events rather consistently in their notices. The 

following appeared shortly after John Brown1s raid on Harper* s 

Ferry j • , 

OLD JOHN BROWN 
Not Yet Hung 

Whatever may be said of Brown*s wisdom, no lover of his 
race can fail to attribute to him the best of motives. Let any 
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doubter of his honesty attentively peruse his conversation 
with Senator Mason, and he can but admire the old man's 
courage, and his devotion to what he considered his duty. But, 
however that may be, I can furnish to all who desire not only, 
as usual 

G R O C E R I E S  A N D  P R O V I S I O N S ,  e t c *  ( 1 1 )  

A common device to secure attention was something like 

the following: 

If 
your 

needs are of 
the sort which we 

are in the habit of taking 
care of, remember that Jones and 
Barnes1 groceries are always 
fresh and clean, and are 

much cheaper than 
any you can 

find. 

Perhaps the most marked advance in advertising technic by 

1860 was the general use of cuts, and the more prevalent employ

ment of double-column advertising with fairly large display 

type. There was any amount of classified advertising and 

business cards, but most of it was without individuality or 

attention value# 
s 

It can hardly be said that the advertising of this time had 

much ethics. Many of.the papers carried no liquor advertise- . 

ments, but most of them in the liquor district did. Others also 

printed much patent medicine advertising, mainly concerning rem

edies for chills and faver, and a few tolerated wholly objec

tionable notices. The great blot on the advertising 
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escutcheon of the times, however, was the wholesale advertising 

of town lots in wildcat cities. No paper seemed to have many 

scruples against this means of securing an income; most of them, 

being town company papers, naturally boomed the town in which 

they were interested. While this advertising was not exagger

atedly deceptive, still it went on pounding away, and undoubted

ly sold thousands of dollars worth of open frairie to Eastern 

victims. That the papers occasionally got their^deserts for 

backing such fraudulent schemes, the following shows: 

The Confessional 
,M We have been humbugged recently in advertising a sale 

of lots in a river town, and puffing the landing. We have 
since learned that the town has no landing at all; and the 
worst of it is, we have sent out bills almost half a dozen 
times and no attention has been paid to it. We shall in a 
short time take occasion to represent the town in its true 
light.1--White Cloud Chief. 

"Let our contemporary give it to them, by all means. 
Especially should the bill come back unpaid a seventh time, 
he ought to certainly 1 take occasion to represent the town 
in its true light,1n (12) 

The editorial puff apparently was a common thing in those 

days. It usually varied from the editor'8 "calling attention 

to the advertisement of John Jones in another column" to an 

out and out boost for the article or enterprise advertised. 

The Doniphan Crusader of Freedom, however, was one paper, a t 

least, that refused to give puffs free of charge• The usual 

rate was something as follows: 

''Newspaper puffs.—The 1 local1 of one of our country 
exchanges gives the following schedule of tolls for the benefit 
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of those who need and seek after puffs; 
"For a modest puff, three Juleps; for a tolerably good 

one, one box cigars; for a good one, one pair boots; for a 
very good one, one vest and two shirts; for a splendid one, 
one cloth coat; for a perfect sockdologer, a whole suit." 

It was common,. too, to charge $5 for political announce

ments, "invariably in advance." The Squatter Sovereign varied 

this rate, however, making it $3 cash or §8 credit. The 

Leavenworth Herald advertised its willingness to print "com

munications of a personal nature, as advertisement, at $2.00 

per square in advance"--the editor evidently taking a chance 

on seeing the defamed person first. Occasionally there were 

matrimonial advertisements, but usually in fun. The Cottonwood 

Falls Kansas Press, however, ran marriage notices free. 

The value of advertising, and the difficulty of securing 

it, were well recognized in Territorial days. Indeed, some 

of the remarks of the press of those days are startlingly 

modern, and might have been taken from a Kansas weekly within 

the last ten years instead of from the papers of 1858. For 

example, the Prairie City Freeman's Champion of August 19, 

1858, said: 

The Advertising Policy 
"The Osawatomie Herald very truthfully observes: 1A man 

who in a new town where he has the facilities to advertise, 
does not do so, mistakes his own interests. W© can always 
recommend a liberal advertiser, for we never knew a "dead-head" 
among that class of our citizens. They are always free, frank 
and open traders.1 

"Gospel truth! Who ever knew a liberal advertiser to be 
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anything else but a stirring, pushing, energetic business man, 
always fully up to the spirit of the age, and ready to give 
satisfaction to customers? A man who don't advertise in this 
age of steam and lightning is too slow. What say the most 
successful business men this country ever produced: for instance, 
Astor, Girard, Barnum. Townsend, and Ridgeway? 'Advertise! 
Advertise! Advertise! This is the life of trade•' A person 
inquiring of Barnum once the secret of his success in business, 
he laconically replied, 'Printer's ink!' 

"Some people have queer ideas about advertising. If they 
cannot immediately see a direct benefit arise*from it, they 
pronounce it useless. This is wrong. Your advertisements are 
working for you when you are asleep, and at hundreds of times 
and places, when and where you least expect. Every week it is 
telling to thousands of people of the inducements you offer 
to the trading and business community, and serves in a capacity 
similar to a bell ringer for an auctioneer. Numberless 
customers are furnished you by the means, and the cause fails 
to receive due credit, because unseen. 

"Another erroneous idea about advertising is that, when 
business is dull, advertising is unnecessary. That is Just 
the very time when it is the most serviceable. When money is 
scarce and people are able to trade but little, they want of 
qourse to trade at those places where they can secure the best 
bargains, and their newspapers inform them of these places. 
Those who advertise the most extensively and make the greatest 
bustle attract the attention of people, and are the most apt 
to get their trade. They reason thus: 'Now if this man can 
afford to pay so muoh money for advertising, he must be a 
man of extensive means and able to give liberal bargains; for 
I have always found that a man who advertises extensively I : 
is always possessed of an energetic business spirit, and does 
a large amount of business; consequently he :is the man with 
whom I shall deal.1 Yes, sir, dull seasons are the very times 
when you want to do the most extensive advertising. Talk, . 
shout, blow, make a stir and kick up business, Hie more noise 
you make, the more wide awake business man you will obtain the 
reputation of being, and the greater commotion the business 
men in a community create by advertising, so much the greater 
in proportion will that community obtain a reputation of 
being a lively, enthusiastic, enterprising people. There is 
no better method of determining the character of a strange 
community than by glancing over the advertising columns of : 
their local papers. If it is filled with spirited business 
advertising, you set them down at once as an enterprising people 
and such an estimate is always correct. Oh, advertise!" 
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The problems of circulation affected the Territorial editor 

even more seriously than they do the Kansas editor of today. 

First of all, our pioneer journalist had to work harder to get 

subscriptions. Moreover, to secure any advertising he needed an 

Eastern subscription lidtj and it should be noted that these 

papers had most of their circulation outside of the Territory. 

The majority of them had from 1,000 to 2,000 subscribers; some 

of the Leavenworth journals probably had as many as 3,000 and 

4,000; while the Herald of Freedom at one time touched the 7,000 

mark. Most of them, however, did well to collect on 1,000 sub

scriptions per year, usually at $2,00 each, but often at §1.75 

or $1.50; and one paper, the Leavenworth Dollar Dispatch, tried 

to run at $1.00 a year. The dailies got fifteen to twenty cents 

per week and $7 to $8 per year, except in the gold fields, where 

they charged as high as $16. Then, too, for clubs of ten or 

more the rate usually went down, and in campaign times an even 

lower rate prevailed. However, there was always the additional 

problem of getting the pay after the paper was sent; many an ed

itor had a good subscription list, but got little money from it. 

Few of the circulation schemes in use today were employed 

in those days. The rule was to have traveling agents or 

representatives of some sort all over the East who would take 

subscriptions. Some of the Territorial papers had as many as 
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forty agents in Eastern cities. Traveling solicitors were 

usually sent out to take both subscriptions and advertising. 

Often, too, an entire subscription list of a paper removed 

from the East to Kansas would be transferred to a Territorial 

pep er, at least until the paid up subscriptions expired. It 

should be noted, therefore, that the Territorial papers for 

the most part failed to compete in circulation, 

A few of these journals tried other means to secure 

subscriptions. In the fall of 1860 Sol Miller offered tto send 

his paper free to any reader who would agree to pay for it as 

soon as Lincoln was elected president1 The Herald of Freedom 

secured many subscriptions from propagandists who were in 

sympathy with free Kansas. Brown later announced that he 

would give certain prises to agents or workers who would send 

him the most subscriptions. His contest was as follows; 

Wanted 20,000 subscribers before January 1, 1858, 
"To the person sending us the highest number of yearly 

subscriptions between this and the first of February next, we 
will make a present of one share of ten lots in Emporia, now 
valued at two hundred dollars, and which will no doubt command 
from |200 to $500 by another spring. 

To the person sending us the second highest list by 
the first of February next, we will make a present of one lot 
on Massachusetts street, in the city of Lawrence, now valued 
at from $150 to $200. • 

"...Third, same as above, we will donate ten lots in 
Hesperia, now valued at $100. ' 

11. • .Fourth. • .we will donate a good city lot in Delaware, 
value $50. 

"•,.Fifth,•.we will remit $20 in money. 
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"The above premiums are over and above the commissions 
for the labor of getting up the subscriptions, 

"And as a further stimulus to effort, we will donate to 
each person sending us fifty or more subscriptions, whether 
they draw either of the premiums or not, a good building lot 
in either of the following towns, to-wit:-Emporia, Hesperia, 
Burlingame, Ottumwa, Oread, Hampden, Neosho City, Centropolis, 
Macamish, Grasshopper Falls, or Bellvue, at the choice of 
the persons entitled to it," (13) 

The suspicious thing about this offer is, where did 

Editor Brown get all those town lot shares? Their utter 

worthlessness is unquestionable if a Territorial editor could 

afford to give thorn away i n this fashion! 

Another scheme involving premiums was tried by. the 

Leavenworth Herald; 

Premiums 
"To the person sending us the largest list of subscribers, 

over one hundred, by the first day of September, next, we 
will give* a FARM OF FORTY ACRES of land, or a land warrant for 
forty acres, 

11 To the person sending us the next largest list of sub
scribers, a Ladies1 Gold Watch. 

"To the next largest list, over fifty, a Hunter1s case 
Silver Watch. 

"To the* next list under fifty and over ten subscriptions, 
one of the popular Magazines of the day, and an extra copy 
of the Herald, 

"These premiums will be fairly and impartially awarded,, , 
Subscriptions may be sent at different times, and a correct 
account will be kept." (14) 

But even when an editor got a fair sized subscription 

list, very often circumstaa ces conspired to prevent the 

successful distribution of these papers. Mail service in the 

Territory was notoriously bad; often whole issues would be lost, 
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or delayed for days and weeks even though they had but a few 

miles to go, so that Eastern papers often reached Kansas with 

Territorial news before local subscribers got their Territorial 

papers. For example, the Elwood Weekly Press of September 25, 

1853, contained the following: 

"The Atlantic Telegraph Outdone.--We received on Saturday 
week a copy of the Sumner Gazette of July 10th, it having been 
49 day8 in coming a distance of four miles! Where is the 
.Atlantic Telegraph! Field can lay down his honors! From 
Sumner to Atchison in 49 days1. Talk about lightning when the 
U.S.mails are arounfir-Atchison Champion." 

It is also interesting to note the following "Law of 

Newspapers" which most of the papers at some time or other 

carried: 

The Law of Newspapers 
1st. Subscribers who do not give express notice to the 

contrary are considered as wishing to continue their subscrip
tions. 

2d. If subscribers order the discontinuance, to send 
them till arrearages are paid. 

3d. If: subscribers neglect 6r refuse to take their papers 
from the offices where they are directed, they are held 
responsible, until they have ordered them discontinued, and 
settled up their bills. 

4th. If subscribers remove to other places without in
forming the publisher, and the paper is sent to the former, . 
direction, they are held responsible. 

5th. The Courts have decided that refusing to take a paper 
or periodical from the office, or removing and leaving i t 
uncalled for while in arrears to the publisher, is evidence 
of intentional fraud. 

6th. Any person who receives a paper and makes us© of 
it, whether he has ordered it or not, is held in law as a 
subscriber. 

Finally, these Territorial papers appeared on practically 
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every day of the week. Monday was not an unknown day of pub-
* 

lication; Tuesday was perhaps the rarest; but Wednesday, Thurs

day, Friday and Saturday were common. The Territorial papers 

also issued a surprising number of extras, off and on. 

Typographically these pioneer papers were clean looking, 

smartly appointed sheets. Those were the days of hand presses 

and slow printing; but it was also a time of neat, careful 

workmanship, resulting in papers far trimmer than those of to

day run off on power presses. Printing was an art, and there* 

were some rare craftsmen in the Territory: Wilder, Root, Harris, 

Swift, and others. Probably the neatest of all Territorial 

journals was the Herald of Freedom, First 'of all, it had the 

necessary equipment; and then it was carefully made up. The 

Topeka State Record was a rival in neatness, as was Wilder and 

Lee's Elwood Free Press, and likewise the Quindaro Chlndowan 

and the Highland Highlander, which Frank A. Root supervised. 

The faces of these newspapers were interesting and varied. 
* 

The sheets used ranged from three to eight columns in width, 

and the columns ran from thirteen to sixteen ems. Among the 

smaller papers were the Leavenworth L'Estafette du Kansas, the 

Auburn Docket, the Grasshopper Falls Grasshopper, and the 

Prairie City Freeman's Champion. Others were frequently printed 

on sheets twenty by twenty-six--the Herald of Freedom, Lawrence 
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Republican, Chindowan, Leavenworth Journal, and others approx

imating this size* Most of them used eight-point type, though 

it was often so thin-faced as to seem like six-point. The 

proof reading was excellent. Mottoes were frequent and varied, 

and so were headings. The Herald of Freedom's heading was 

closely followed in the state seal; the Chindowan (which means 

"a bundle of sticks") carried a bundle of faggots in its 

heading. Some of the mottoes were as followsj 

Lawrence Free State: "Be Just and Fear Not; let all the 
ends thou aim*st at by thy Country's, thy God's, and Truth's." 

Almost Identical was that of the Herald of Freedom, which 

carried the additional motto, "The Herald of Freedom--An 

Independent Weekly Newspaper Devoted to Freedom, and the 

Interests of Kansas Territory." 

Leavenworth Herald: "The Union—It Must Be Preserved." 

Topeka State Record: "We render equal and exact justice 
to all and submit to wrong from none." 

Squatter Sovereign: "The Squatter claims the same sover
eignty in the territories that he possessed in the states." 

Elwood Advertiser: "A family newspaper, devoted to news, 
mechanic arts, commerce, science, literature, agriculture, 
and the interests of Elwood•" 

Leavenworth Times; "'When Freedom is in danger, all who 
are not for her are against her.1—Charles Sumner." 

Leavenworth Journal: "Kansas, state rights, the Union, 
and the rights of the People." 

The names of the papers strongly indicated the issues of 
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of the times. First, the frontier idea showed in suchmmep as 

the Sumner Western Spy, the Junction City Sentinel, and the 

Kickapoo Pioneer; "freedom" was variously played on in the 

Prairie City Freeman's Champion, Atchison Freedom*s Champion, 

Herald of Freedom, Crusader of Freedom, Free State, Free Press, 

and Freeman; and finally, after the elections of October, 1857, 

a host of Democrats or Republicans indicated the division of 

the editors of the Territory between the two great parties. 

As to equipment, it may be safely said that the majority 

of these papers at first had little more than the proverbial 

"shirt-tail full of type." The value of the average office 

was under $1,500 in all but the rarest cases, and in most 

instances, under $1,000, Usually there was a hand press, Foster 

or Washington make, a few fonts of news type, some Job type, 

chases, imposing stone, ink and paper, and a few other necessary 

appliances together with the rudest sort of. office furniture— . 

and there was a newspaper. Sol Miller's White Cloud Chief 
t 

started with a plant worth about $800; half that amount gave 

birth to the Squatter Sovereign. Notable exceptions, of course, 

were the Herald of Freedom and some of the Leavenworth papers, 

which really became well established when Leavenworth was at 

the height of its prosperity. The office buildings, too, were 

usually little more than shacks, the most pretentious being the 
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three-story stone building which the Herald of Freedom boasted® 

The ordinary paper did well to have two employees, usually 

the editor and proprietor and perhaps a tramp printer or an 

apprentice. Wages for compositors ran from twenty-five to 

thirty-five cents per 1,000 ems. There were no unions until 

January 3, 1860, when the printers of Leavenworth organized 

a typographical union. Martin F. Conway, tho Territorial 

correspondent and politician, was one of the founders of the 

national organization. Apprentices served from three to five 

years; and often the printer had to be able to report, hustle 

advertising, and sometimes write the editorials besides running 

off the paper. A few women typos were employed during these 

days. :It was, in general, a period of poor equipment for 

which good workmanship largely made up. There may have been 

a few strikes in Territorial days; one is known to have 

occurred at Lawrence, the strikers leaving and helping start 

a paper at Junction City; but on the whole the professional 

side of the newspaper was unorganized, though it was rather * 

skilful and efficient. Among the typos, however, a broad 

sympathy coon existed. For example, on January 19, 1856, there 

was a printers® festival in Lawrence. Among those present, 

according to the Herald of Freedom of January 26, were M.F. 

Conway, correspondent and printer, C.V.Eskridge, Charlie Lenhart 
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the young free-state guerilla of later days, James Redpath, * 

correspondent, G.*̂ .Brown, John Speer, a nd H.G.Elliott, of the 

Lawrence papers, J.H.Greene, Frank B. Swift, and Miss Annis 

and W. Gloason, both lady typos on the Herald of Freedom, .! 

Miss Hiscox, Col. William Atwood, J. Short and Joseph Boyer, 

all employees of the Lawrence and Topoka papers, but at that 

time a fairly representative gathering of free-state printers. 

On the other hand, owing.to the bitterness of the political 

strife of the times, there was as yet no editorial nowspaperdom 

save what existed within the ranks of the two factions. 

The forerunner of the Kansas State Historical Society was 

an organization largely made up of Territorial journalists, 

the Scientific and Historical Society. According to the 

Lawrence Republican, its first meeting was held at Lawrence 

on February 24, 1859, which is a year earlier than the date 

usually given for its founding. At this meeting the press was 

represented by William Hutchinson, William'A. Phillips, Alfred 

Dean Richardson, Martin F. Conway, James M, Winchell--all . , 

correspondents, and T.D.Thacher, J.C.Vaughan, J.P.Root, 

Josiah Miller, L.D.Bailey, R.Cordley, C.K.Holliday, W.Y.Roberts, 

F.G.Adams, f>.C.Pomeroy, R.D.Maodonald, P.B.Plumb, Augustus 

Wattles, and R.P.Bennett—all editors to a greater or less 

degree during the Territorial period. The present historical 
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society that later grew out of this organization did not 

arrive until 1875, but even then it was largely brought into 

being by the newspaper men of the state. 

The beginnings of an editorial association may be found in 

the Territorial period, although the first real organization 

of Kansas editors did not occur until October 7 and 8, 18.63, 

at Leavenworth. At this meeting, which but ten editors attended, 

John Speer was elected president and D.W.Wilder treasurer, and 

a committee was appointed to draft resolutions relative to 

legal printing. Apparently this group never met again. But 

almost with the beginning of Territorial journalism there were 

attempts to organize the.editors of the coming state. For 

example, the Leavenworth Herald of July 5, 1856, said: 

"The Kansas Constitutionalist suggests a convention for 
uniform prices, subscriptions, job work, advertising, eto., 
and to exchange sentiments." 

Similarly, the Herald of Freedom of January 3, 1857, said: 

Editors, Attention 
"The editors of the several newspapers printed in Kansas 

Territory of all political parties are invited to meet us in , 
convention at the editorial rooms of the Herald of Freedom 
office in Lawrence on Monday, the 9th of February next, at 
one o'clock p.m. to advise together for the general interests 
of the members of the craft. There are numerous interests 
that affect each member of the press which are independent of 
and above party. Forgetting, for the time being, those dif
ferences which divide us, let us meet as becomes the disciples 
of Faust, with a determination to lay the structure for a 
more harmonious intercourse than has characterized us in the 
past, and with a view of benefitting the profession which all 
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admit is the bulwark of American Republicanism. The latter 
word is not used in a partizan sense. 

"Those who can attend will oblige us by signifying to 
us their intention of doing so at as early a day as convenient." 

In spite of this very friendly invitation, apparently no 

one responded} there was, as George W. Martin has said, no 

newspaperdom in Kansas before the Civil War. 

The settlement of Kansas attracted people of all nation

alities, and particularly foreigners driven to this country 

because of their political beliefs. Many Germans early settled 

in and around Leavenworth and Atchison, some French also, and 

a few Poles; and as a result, Territorial Kansas had numerous 

German papers, printed wholly or partly in German, at least 

one French^paper, printed entirely in French, and perhaps one 

Polish paper. The Gorman papers especially were for free soil, 

but the French paper, the Leavenworth L'Estafette du Kansas 

(The Kansas Express), was probably Democratio. The following 

interesting prospectus was printed in the Lawrence Republican 

of August 7, 1857i 

Appeal to the American People 
"The Kansas Zeitung, a German weekly Free State paper, 

will appear regularly every Wednesday in Atchison, K.T. The 
main object of the paper is (besides helping to build up 
Kara as a free state, to diffuse knowledge, and political news 
among the German settlers, merchants, and business men through
out the Territory) to give the millions of German citizens 
in the States and the emigrants who came to our shores from 
Europe, a vivid and true picture of our land, so blessed by 
nature; to show them that here is a broad field and a speedy 
reward for their labor, and that they will find all conditions 
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for future happiness which a congenial and.healthy climatey a 
fertile soil, and an energetic, intelligent, and industrious » 
population, under a new and liberal government, can afford. 
Not committed to any political party, we will support all 
measures which bear the stamp of the broad, liberal and true 
Jeffersonian Democracy. We appeal to the generosity of 
American citizens to give us their support by taking our paper. 
They will help, in this way, to support the German Kansas 
pioneer paper. Dr. Chas. P. Kob." 

The religious press did not get much of a start in 

Territorial Kansas. Only two denominational papers are known 

to have existed—the Lawrence Congregational Record, a 

quarterly founded in January, 1859, and the Baldwin City Kansas 

Messager, a Methodist publication founded in Deoember, 1858. 

Nor had the day of the real estate paper arrived; yet there a 

was at least one of this type in the Territorial period, the 

Topeka Real Estate Intelligencer, which first appeared in May, 

1858. The campaign paper was likewise slow to appear, although 

the dailies issued at the Topeka and Wyandott constitutional 

conventions, the Daily Sumner Gazette printed before the 

elections in October, 1857, and the Troy Doniphan County 

DJ.spatch in the fall of 1860 may be considered more or less 1 

as campaign sheets. And there was at least one literary paper, 

the Topeka Communicator—variously referred to as the Phllo-

mathic Communicator, the Snow Wreath, and the Prairie Star. 
I 

which was edited wholly by women. The Topeka Tribune of March 

17, 1860, also said that a woman's rights paper had been 
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started about that time in Mound City, but if so, no trace 

of it has been preserved. 

A few Territorial editors and papers got a little "pie" 

now and then, though some of it did not pay very well. The 
(16) . 

following record of the allotment of the Territorial printing 

is worth noting: 

The first public printer in Kansas was elected Friday, 
July 6, 1855. The election was the last act performed by the 
first Bogus Legislature while at Pawnee, near Ft. Riley. 
John T. Brady was elected by a vote of twenty-nine for to 
nine against. 

John Speer was elected printer to the Topeka constitu
tional convention in November, 1855. 

The statutes of 1855, called the Bogus Statutes, were 
printed by A.B.Hazzard, of the Kickapoo Pioneer. . The work 
was done in St. Louis. 

John Speer was elected public printer on a state ticket 
on January 15, 1856, defeating R.G.Elliott. 

January 14, 1857, the Territorial legislature in con
vention elected R.P.Bennett public printer. On February 3, 
1857, A.B.Hazzard was elected superintendent of public printing, 

John D. Henderson was elected printer to the Lecompton 
constitutional convention which met in the fall of 1857. 

I 
January 15, 1858, Champion Vaughan was elected public 

printer; he resigned and W.W.Ross was selected to take his 
place. 

January 9, 1859, T.DWight Thacher was elected printer for 
the house of the Territorial legislature, twenty-four votes to 
eleven for P.B.Plumb. There was trouble over the printing in 
1859 in which Hugh S. Walsh and J.K.Goodin figured. Walsh as 
secretary of the Territory denied the right of the house to 
elect a printer. Goodin printed the journals. 
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The printing for the Wyandott conotitutional convention 
in July, 1859, was done by S.B.Kacdonald. 

In 1860 the printing was done by S.A.Medary and S.W.Driggs. 

In 1061, W.W.ROBS was elected public printer by the 
Territorial legislature and R.G.Elliott. 

The first state printing was bills for the initial session 
of the state legislature In 1861, done by E.G.Ross. The 
laws of that session were printed by Trask and Lowroan, and 
the Journals by John Speer. 

In spite of financial difficulties, the Territorial editor 

was eager to establish a daily paper. The first one was the 

Daily Tribune, issued at Lawrence on July 4, 1855, and for a 

few days thereafter, by John Speer. It was a postage stamp 

affair of three broad columns and contained the Fourth of July 

speech of Governor Robinson. A second very similar attempt 

wan that made by E.C.K.Garvey during the session of the 

Topeka constitutional convention in October and November, 

1855—the Topeka Daily Kansas Freeman. In size and make-up 

it was almost a replica of Speer*s Daily Tribune. Speer 

ran another diminutive daily, the third in the Territory, 

in March, 1856, when tile Topeka legislature convened. The 

first legitimate daily of Territorial Kansas, however, was the 

Leavenworth Ledger, by G.W.McLane, first issued in January, 

1858 (though September 3, 1857, has been given as the date of 

its appearance). But the pioneer daily of all Kansas that 

was strongly intrenched and at all successful was the Dally " 
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Leavenworth Times, founded in February, 1858. Other Terri

torial dailies were; 

Sumner Daily Gazette, September and October, 1857. 
Leavenworth Daily Journal, founded May, 1858. 
Leavenworth Daily Herald, founded May, 1859. 
Wyandott Daily Gazette, July, 1859. 
Leavenworth Daily Dispatch, founded July, 1859. 
Leavenworth Daily L'Estafette Du Kansas, founded January, 

1860 (?). . 
Denver Daily Herald, founded May, 186°. 
Denver Daily Rocky Mountain News, June, i860. 
Leavenworth Daily Conservative, January, 1861. 

The struggles of some of the Territorial papers to exist 

were both pitiful and romantic. The two millstones were rude 

nature on the one hand and poor judgment on the other. Too 

many of these papers were started by men who hoped to make 

fortunes with them through speculation in real estate. • When 

run as adjuhots to town booming schemes, they were doubtless 

projected with little thought of their being self-supporting 

in a legitimate fashion. At any rate, the trail of cripples 

is a thickly strewn one. The mere physical difficulties 

they encountered were enough to have halted any but the most 
, . - ' > ' . . t 

optimistic of editors. For example, during the Wakarusa War 

the office of the Lawrence Free State was taken possession of 

as quarters for soldiers. Similarly the Herald of Freedom 

was used to hold pro-slavery prisoners following the sack o f 

Lawrence. The Wyandott City Register first appeared in May, 

1857, from under a tent. The Kansas Freeman of August 1, 1857, 

said: 
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"Now and then.—This week, for the first time since we 
commenced the publication of the Tribune, we are working in 
under a good roof. For over two years we have printed it out 
of doors or in temporary buildings where we were exposed more 
or less to the sun, wind, rain, and snow, but we have succeeded 
in outliving all of those tribulations, and taking our Tribune 
with us, and have at length anchored its press upon a firm 
footing between four solid walls, away from the wind and rain, 
where it is intended that it shall stand, not only till Kansas 
is redeemed from the thralldom of political demagogues, but 
till she has been raised upon the proud position which 
destiny and Deity designed for her." 

The Prairie City Freeman*s Champion of September 10, 

1857, remarked: 

Temporary Suspension 
"The far-famed tent, erected by the gallant and generous 

ladies of Prairie City for our office, has 1 gin out.1 Wind, 
rain, dust and wood-worm filings are elements which we have 
had to contend with for some time past) and now that they have 
gained the complete mastery over us, we are compelled to spick 
up our duds® and suspend the publication of our paper until 
we get removed into our new office, which is now building. We 
exceedingly regret that we are obliged to resort to such 
proceedings, but our patrons must remember that this is 
Kansas, and consequently make due allowance. We hope to 
appear again in the course* of three or four weeks. Till then, 
adieuI" 

One of the oddest of Territorial papers was the Hoi ton 

Cricket, started in the fall of 1858 by Thomas G. Waters and 

George L. Hamm. Since the editors had neither type nor press, 

their paper was Mafter the Indian style." The news was written 

out in ink and illustrated with colored pencil drawings. "The 

first marriage (in Holton), that of Mr. E.A.Squire and Miss 

Charlotte E. Longnecker, took place August 30, 1858.•.The boys 

wanting some fun went to the house that evening, but when 
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confronted with a shotgun, the story goes, the hazel brush 

was not thick enough to hide them. The next morning the 

Cricket came out with highly illustrated scenes of the previous 
(16) 
night." Probably no more than three or four Issues, filled with 

locals and Illustrations, were printed; then the paper was 

suspended when the editors failed to secure the county printing. 
(IB) 

No copy of the Cricket is known to exist* 

The Herald of Freedom of September 12, 1857, quoted the 

Ottumwa Journal as follows: 

"We have the skeleton of an ofrice, which awaits the hide 
to cover it* Our present office consists of a tenement 
eighteen by twenty, made of logs, which efforts a shelter 
for an entire printing establishment and the entire family 
of the printer, consisting of ten persons'* Our first issue 
thus comes forth, and our next one will come out, 'wind and 
weather permitting,1 as soon as we can get it out*" 

Winter thus descended upon the Junction City Kansas 

Statesman, according to the Lawrence Republican of November 

24, 1859: 

"Getting out a paper under difficulties*--We woke up this 
morning and found ourselves covered with a sheet of snow* 
Pleasant, very* On coming down stairs we found the cases 
half full of snow, and the gallies buried in the same white 
covering. Went to work to get matters right again, and to 
try and warm up the office, but up to the present writing, 12 
M., we have utterly failed, notwithstanding we have employed 
six Irishmen and three Dutchmen to cut the wood and keep up 
the fire. We ©t a line an hour, warming included. Have 
serious thoughts of calling a little RED-Eye to our assistance. 
Oh, for a lodge in some—warmer climate." 

B.C.-Manning, a pioneer Kansas editor, had this experience: 
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"One day on my way to work (on a new claim near Marys-
ville) I passed a little balloon frame building in which was 
being published a weekly paper named the Democratic Platform. 
I timidly tapped at the door and handed the publishers a 
communication for publication, extolling the Big Blue river 
valley and the region thereabout and prophesying a great 
future for it when a Pacific railway should some day pass 
through that great valley connecting the Missouri river with 
the Golden Gate. To my surprise, as I returned from work 
the publishers, Messrs. R.S.Newell and Peter H. Peters, called 
me in and asked the privilege of using my communication as a 
'leading editorial•' Of course I consented. My sensations 
after leaving the office were commingled elation and surprise. 
The idea of a strange boy, twenty-one years old, writing a « 
'leading editorial6 for a newspaper I had never seen, kept 
me thinking far into the night. Some time inDecember, learning 
that I could set type, Newell and Peters offered me a joint 
interest in the paper if I would engage with them in its pub
lication. Accepting the offer, the firm added my name to the 
head of the paper. We were all unmarried, and the income from 
the paper was very meagre. The printing office building was a 
one-room, one-story, cheap affair, and we all three slept 
in one bed in the loft and batched in the office, doing our 
cooking on a big box stove. Our bed was a tick of straw laid 
on the floor boards in the attic. Our food was principally 
corn, cooked as lye hominy, obtained from a corn crib that 
stood in the rear of the office, belonging to Gen. Prank J. 
Marshall, If he knew that we got the corn there he never 
mentioned the fact. Vegetables were very scarce and expensive. 
One day one Judge Clardy, knowing our plight, gave us a fine 
head of cabbage. In recognition of this generous gift we gave 
him an extended editorial 'puff.' Sol Miller, the waggish 
editor of the White Cloud Chief, noticed it by sayings fThe 
Marysville Democratic Platform gives an extended notice to a 
citizen who presented its publishers with a head of cabbage, 
which looks like making a good deal of fuss over one cabbage 
for a paper that already has three cabbage heads.1,1 (19) 

Few of these Territorial papers made expenses; and no 

one recognized the bitter truth better than did the editors 

themselves. Most of them took their fortune with a joke, 

however, and went right ahead; but their comments are worth 
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noting. Speaking of the Ft. Scott Democrat, E.A.Smith, one 

of its editors in Territorial days, has said: "I need scarcely • 

say that during all those years (1859-1861) it hardly paid 

for the paper and ink consumed." On May 12, 1855, the editor 

of the Herald of Freedom said he was sinking $40 a week in 

his enterprise, not counting his own time and personal expense. 

The Free State also remarked about that time that the cost of 

operating a paper in Kansas was nearly double that in Eastern 

states, and estimated its weekly loss from $10 to $40. Spear's 

KansasTribune in like fashion lost from $500 to $1,000 during 

the first year of its life. About December, 1857, the average 

weekly cost of the Herald of Freedom was around $200. The 

Herald of December 26, 1857, quoted editor E.H.Grant of the 

Geary City Era as follows; 

"The office has, within the short time of three months, 
absorbed all of its receipts and the original outlay for 
materials in expenses, besides my own constant services, and 
I think that this sacrifice is enough for one man to make 
in the cause, however dear he may esteem it." 

The Herald then remarked: 

"The Doctor's experience is probably that of every other 
publisher in Kansas. During our first years in Kansas we 
sunk fully $6,000, and was only able to keep our paper 
alive by heavy sacrifices of property, and by contracting 
debts, some of which remain unliquidated to the present. 

The White Cloud Chief of January 28, 1858, said; 

"It is said that a paper is shortly to start at Palermo, in 
this county. If that is not putting it on thick, we don't know 
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what thick means in Kansas. There will then be six papers 
in Doniphan county--at White Cloud, Iowa Point, El wood, 
Palermo, Geary City, and Doniphan--with a probability of one 
at each of the other river towns—Whitehead, Mt. Vernon, 
Charlestown, Lafayette, etc. Six newspapers in these hard 
times for a county with less than 2,000 voting population, 
when papers are continually suspending In densely ppulated 
districts1. It is certain that some of them will have to 
go up--there is 'no shennanigan1 about that 111 

The Lawrence Republican of May 6, 1858, jocularly 

announced thus a "New Circulating Medium"? 

"We will send our paper to subscribers one year for six 
bushels of potatoes, or five bushels of good corn, delivered 
in this town. We are still receiving County Bank money on 
subscriptions when we don't get that which is current." 

The Prairie City Freeman's Champion of May 27, 1Q58, 

noted the fact that two papers of a size larger thai the 

Atchison Champion had lived and died at Atchison during the 

six months Just past, and remarked: 

r'All of these papers were ably conducted journals, and 
most of them were worthy of a better fate. Had not their 
publishers been possessed of the same spirit that pervaded 
the heart of the ambitious frog, they undoubtedly would be 
living now. Their failings consisted in their efforts to 
compete with older papers published In leading Kansas towns. 
They seemingly could not comprehend the difference between 
a comparatively uninhabited prairie and a city, in their 
respective bearings towards the support of a newspaper. They 
did not seem to consider the fact that in towns like Lawrence, 
Leavenworth, and Topeka, the receipts for advertising and job 
work, which Is emphatically the life and soul of the publishing 
business in Kansas, would reach twenty-five dollars where they 
would one in such towns as Centropolis, Prairie City, Delaware, 
etc. Had they taken a more practical, common-sense view of the 
case and published papers of dimensions more in accordance with 
the size of their localities, they surely, from the evidences 
manifested, would have exhibited more wisdom. 
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"There is not a newspaper published in Kansas that is, 4 

of itself, a paying institution. Every one (Lawrence Repub
lican and Topeka Tribune, perhaps, excepted) that has not 
been substantially bolstered up from outside sources v 
has been compelled to 'go under,1 and the occasion of this 
state of things may be attributed more than to any other cause 
to the efforts of their publishers in overdoing the thing." 

The White Cloud Chief of July 15, 1858, had this story 

about the recently defunct Doniphan Crusader of freedomJ 

"An Editor in Luck.--We met Mr. Redpath the other day 
and he appeared in high spirits. He told us that he had sold 
out the Crusader of Freedom establishment and paid all his 
debts in Doniphan—having only two other debts in Kansas to 
pay. By selling the property he received for his office, he 
could cancel his other obligations. "So,1 said our co-laborer, 
'after eight months1 hard work I find that I have been able 
to save what property I had before I went into the Crusader 
office, besides paying my debts; and over end above that, havo 
made exactly five dollars in Atchison money and a three-cent 
postage stamp, and one tooth more than I had when I started 
my paper—my eye tooth1.1 We looked at our lucky contemporary 
and sighed as we thought of our own lot." 

In conclusion! perhaps no better comment on the mushroom 

life of territorial papers can be cited that the following 

from the Atchison Champion of April 16, 1859i 

"Kansas Newspapers.--The Highlander, Doniphan County; 
Press, Elwood; Orescent, Grasshopper. Falls; Chindowan, 
Quindaro; Messager, Baldwin City; Democrat, Ft. Scott, and 
Enquirer, Iowa Point, are the papers in this Territory recently 
deceased. The Troy Democrat has been issued on an eight-by- . 
ten sheet of paper for the past three weeks, and may be 
considered as in the last stages of consumption; its demise 
being looked for every week. 

"Verily, publishing a newspaper, in Kansas is not such 
fun as a great many people suppose. If the history of these 
papers was written what a melancholy record of misdirected 
energy, impulsive and uncalculating enterprise, and desperate 
struggles for success, their lingering, feverish, fitful 
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existence would reveal. There are few of them but that 
have been edited with more than the ordinary ability exhibited 
in -country newspapers; in any country which was capable 
of supporting them, their publication would have been a success; 
but their projectors rushed into the field of enterprise 
without calculating the cost, without estimating the popu
lation and its capability of supporting a newspaper; without 
stopping to weigh the mere possibility of meeting with an 
adequate support and the probability of its failure. Blindly 
groping their way until, surrounded by debt, and involved 
in a web of difficulties, it is Impossible to go on, they at 
last go down as rapidly as they spring up. 

"Yet their fate seems to convey no warning to any one; 
to deter no one from engaging in the same rash enterprises. 
Within the past few months several new papers have been 
started, and some of them in towns which do not contain a 
dozen houses! How ridiculously foolish this is. Yet they 
will take no advice, and must learn a hard lesson by a 
bitter, bitter experience. 

"We understand that two new Democratic papers will be 

established in this city in a few weeks. The" press and 

materials for the publication of one of them are already here, 

and the projector of the other was in the city a few days since 

making his arrangements for its publication. We wish their 

proprietors success but we do not believe they will meet it. t 

They go into the enterprise thinking it sudh fun to publish a 

newspaper. They will find out before long that it is a cold, 

bitter, profitless occupation. 

"Verily, Kansas newspapers are an anomaly. Most of them 

are DAILIEH--that is, they live a day. Like man in the sermon 

by the author of *The Harp of a Thousand Strings,1 they 1 come 

up like a hoppergrass, and are cut down like a jackass.1 

"Peace to 



Chapter 17 

ROLL CALL OP NEWSPAPERS IN TERRITORIAL KANSAS, 1854-1861 

AMERICUS SENTINEL.—Pounded August 30, 1859-, by T.C.Hill. 
Independent, but it later became Democratic and finally Repub
lican about May, I860. S.L.Eenyon, R.M.Ruggles, and O.H.Reese 
were connected with It at different times. It ran about a year 

ATCHISON FREEDOM'S CHAMPION.—Continuation of the Atchison 
Squatter Sovereign by change of name in February, 1858. See 
Atchison Squatter Sovereign. The Champion is now the oldest 
paper in Kansas. 

ATCHISON PFEIPER.--There is a question whether there ever was 
such a paper in Territorial Kansas, Andreas's "History of 
Kansas," p. 379, says that a Polish printer named Pfeifer 
established a small weekly at Atchison in 1859, printed half 
in English and half in German, and that it lasted only a 
few months. Another aocount {reference 973.1,-At2, p, 132-6, 
Kansas State Historical Society library) mentions the Pleifer, 
short-lived, at Atchison in 1862-3, which may have been 
confused with the Pfeifer. 

ATCHISON SQUATTER SOVEREIGN.--Founded February 3, 1855, by 
Dr. John H. Stringfellow andRobert S. Kelley, both violently 
pro-slavery in politics. It was a town company paper (see 
ohapter 12) but it immedi ately beoame the most rabid of all 
pro-slavery sheets in Kansas, and was soon famous the country 
over for its bloodthirsty editorials. In May, 1857, its 
editors, seeing that the pro-slavery cause in Kansas was going 
to lose, sold out to a company of free-state men who in part 
represented the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Company (see ohapter 
12). Various other editors connected with it in Territorial 
day8 were R.G.Adams, S.C.Pomeroy, O.F.Short, Robert MoBratney, 
P.H.Larey, one Hinton (but not Richard J. Hinton, the corres
pondent), George H, Keller, A.C.Swift, Henry J. Adams, and 
John A. Martin, later governor of Kansas. Martin bought the 
paper in February, 1858, from O.F.Short, and promptly changed 
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its name to Freedom's Champion, which later developed into 
Champion alone* The Champion was one of the strongest and 
earliest advocates of the organization of the Kansas branch 
of the Republican party following its purchase by Martin* 

ATCHISON UNION. —Founded June 4, 1859, by G.O.Chase* Democrat
ic* W.H.Adams and C.M.Stebblns bought the paper in August, 
1860; in the next winter Cochran Brothers secured it, later 
selling it to Leland & Marlon early in 1865, who published it 
for about a year, when it was suspended and an attempt made 
to haul its materials to Platte City, Missouri* But on the 
way over the plant was capsized in a creek* A dally issue 
of the Union appeared in 1861, called the Union Banner* This 
W.H.Adams was the pioneer journalist of Kansas, the founder 
of the Leavenworth Herald (see chapter 2)* 

ATCHISON ZEITUNG.— Founded in July, 1857, by Dr. Charles F. 
Kob* German and strongly free-state, though in its prospectus 
Dr. Kob made mention of supporting the principles of true 
Jeffersonian Democracy. In March, 1858,Kob left the paper, 
selling it to Leopold Soustiman. In September the paper, which 
apparently had suspended, wss revived by Sousoman and Joseph 
Pfeiffner, and one page of it was printed in English. In 
September, 1859, L. Mader and William Kempff bought the 
paper and removed it to Leavenworth. Since there came to be 
various German papers at Leavenworth with Zeitung for their 
last name, it is safe only to say that this paper probably 
continued in some form or other for an Indefinite* period. For 
example, the Leavenworth City Diredtory for 1859-1860 mentions 
two German papers existing in Leavenworth, the Kansas Zeitung, 
by Leopold Soussman, and the Leavenworth Zeitung, by Fred 
(Fritz) Braunhold* See also Leavenworth Zeitung, etc. 

AUBURN DOCKET.--Founded June 20, 1860, by D.B.Emmert. Repub
lican. It ran about a year. In June, 1862, the office was 
removed to Marmaton, Bourbon county, where fimnert started the 
Monitor, later the Ft. Scott Monitor. * 

AUBURN TRANSCRIPT.--Founded October 15, 1859. Republican. The 
Transcript was printed on the press of the Topeka Tribune, but 
carried the same material as the Topeka Kansas State Record 
except that the date line and heading were changed. Its owner
ship is in doubt. It died about February, 1860. 

BALDWIN CITY KANSAS ME S3 AGER.— Founded about December, 1858, by 
John W. Still, though various other dates are ascribed.• A 
Methodist publication. The Herald of Freedom of December 25,< 
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1858f stated that the Messager was a new paper under the 
auspices of the Methodists, devoted to news, editorial and 
religion, and that the types, press, and other material were 
bought at the Herald of freedom office. The paper sold for 
$1.50 per year. Other accounts say that John Still and Company 
owned the paper, and that it was free-state in politlos. It 
lasted about five months, for the Herald of Freedom of April 
16, 1859, stated that the Messager (very commonly miscalled 
the Messenger) had suspended and had changed hands. 

BLACK JACK UNKNOWN.—Charles W. Goodin, in Volumes'! and 2, 
Kansas State Historical Society Collections, p. 168, is 
authority for the rumor that a paper was at one time published 
at Black Jack, Douglas county, during the Territorial period. 
It is extremely doubtful if such a paper ever existed. 

BURLINGTON FREE PRESS.—The Kansas Tribune of October 16, 1857, 
said that the Ottumwa Journal had been moved to Burlington 
and renamed the Free Press. Nothing further is known of this 
paper. See Ottumwa Journal. 

BURLINGTON NEOSHO VALLEY REGISTER.—Founded October 4, 1859, 
by S.S.Prouty, Republican. This paper had previously existed 
at Prairie City as the Freeman* s Champion. The press used 
on the Register was the one brought to Kansas by Jotham 
Meeker (see Shawnee Sun). The Register ran until 1862, when 
Prouty, then first lieutenant and quartermaster in the United 
States army, leased it to I.K.Olney• Prouty sold it in 1864 
to William Payne. In the following July Silas Fearl bought 
the paper; and soon thereafter it died., 

CENTROPOLIS KANSAS LEADER.—Founded June 13, 1857, by William 
Austin and Ellas Beardsley, though some accounts place the date 
of founding in the fall of 1856 (Andreas1s "History of Kansas," 
p. 614). Independent free-state in politics. With the Herald 
of Freedom it favored the voting policy in October, 1857; In? 
deed, it claimed to be the first paper in the Territory to 
advocate that policy. It was moved to Mlnneola in February, 
1858, and called the Mlnneola Statesman. 

COTTONWOOD FALLS KANSAS PRESS.—Founded May- 30, 1859. by, 
S.N.Wood. Republican, and the first paper in Chase county. 
It was removed to Council Grove in October, 1859. 

COUNCIL CITY (BURLINGAME) BANNER•—The New York Tribune Almanac 
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for 1856 lists the Council City (Burllngame) Banner, a free-
stato paper, published by T.C.Conner & Company. It Is very 
doubtful, however, if the paper ever appeared, though it 
was doubtless projeoted. 

COUNCIL GROVE KANSAS PRESS•--Founded September 12, 1859, by 
S.N.Wood, who at that time removed the Cottonwood Falls Kansas 
Press to Council Grove. Republican.. In I860 0r 1861 
A.I.Baker beoame owner of the paper, although in January, I860, 
Wood sold a certain interest in the paper to M.F.Smith, Wood 
remaining as editor. Baker ran the paper but a short time, 
whereat it died. Wood revived it in 1863, and ran it until 
1865, then selling it to the Rev. J.E.Bryan, who soon sold it 
to E.F.Campbell, who ran it as the Demoorat until 1886, after 
which it soon died. Editor Biker was burned to death in his 
store in 1862 by Missouri bushwhackers, among whom were the 
Anderson brothers. (Bee Taylor history of the Kens as press in 
manuscript form, p. 121 and ff.) 

DELAWARE FREE STATE.—This was a revival of the destroyed 
Lawrence Free State. One of its original editors, R.G.Elliott, 
reestablished the Free. State at Delaware, on the Missouri 
river south of Leavenworth, in the fall of 1857, but it 
lasted only a few issues. (See Kansas State Historical Socle ty 
Collections, Vol. 10, p. 190 and ff. for a complete account 
of the revival of this paper). 

DENVER (AURARIA) CHERRY CREEK PIONEER.—Founded April 22, 1859, 
by "Jack" Merrick. Only one issue appeared. A detailed 
aocount of•the founding Of this paper and its rival, the 
Denver Rocky Mountain News, is to be found in chapter 7. ' 

DENVER DAILY HERALD.—Founded May, I860, By Thomas Gibson, the 
first daily in Denver or Colorado. 

DENVER (WEEKLY) ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS.—Founded April 22, 1859, 
by W.N.Byers and Company. See chapter 7. 

DENVER DAILY ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS.—This, a daily issue of the 
weekly Rocky Mountain News, was started in May or June, 1860, 
shortly after the Daily Herald appeared. See ohapter 7. 

DONIPHAN CONSTITUTIONALIST.—Founded May 3, 1856, by Thomas J. 
Key. Violently pro-slavery. According to the White Cloud 
Chief, it died between January and July, 1858, and the office 
was moved to Iowa Point to set up the Iowa Point Inquirer. 
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DONIPHAN CRUSADER OF FREEDOM•--Founded December, 1857, or 
January, 1858, by James Redpath, the famous correspondent (see 
chapter 9)• Strongly free-state and then Republican. James H. 
Lane was supposed to be part owner If not the principal finan
cial support of this paperj at any rate, it was considered his 
organ until Redpath and Lane quarreled about May, 1858, the 
paper dying in the same month. The material was later moved 
to Atchison and used to publish the Union, but not before the 
Doniphan Free Press had appeared for a short time from the 
ashes of the Crusader. Robert St. Clair Graham was a partner 
in the Crusader just before its death, at which time the paper 
was issuing but a half sheet and supporting Blair for president 
and Thayer for vice-president. The Crusader of freedom was 
probably the most brilliant paper in Territorial Kansas, 
largely because of Redpath®s rare ability and taste# 

DONIPHAN FREE PR33SS,--But on© issue of the Doniphan Free Press 
ever appeared, and that about May 20, 1858, from the materials 
of the Crusader of Freedom. It was edited by Charlie Lenhart, 
the young free-state printer and guerilla, assisted by one 
Welch and Robert St. 01air Graham. Free-state. 

DONIPHAN POST#--Founded August, 1859, by George and William 
Rees. Independent or moderately Democratic, for It is said to 
have favored the Wyandott constitution in August, I860, it 
lived until December, I860. Its materials were later taken 
to Troy and used on the Doniphan County Patriot# 

KLWOOD ADVERTISER.--Founded July, 1857, by John S. Fairman and 
Newman. Neutral, for Fairman was a mild free-state man 

and Newman was a fire-eating Alabaman., Subsequent editors 
and owners were Ed. Russell, Thomas. A. Osborne, and Jack 
Merrick, who renamed it the Press and made it free-state. It 
was temporarily suspended several times and probably died in 
the spring of 1858, being succeeded by the Press# 

ELWOOD FREE PRESS. —Founded June 25, 1859, by A.L.Lee and D.W. 
Wilder. Republican. Not to be confused with the Elwood 
Press of the year before. H.D.Hunt became its owner In r . «•, 
November, 1859, and ran it until late In 1861, when he suspend
ed it and entered the army. The material was sold to John T. 
Snoddy in 1864 and moved to Mount City to be used in starting 
the Border Sentinel. 

EL'4'OOD JOURNAL.--It is doubtful if there ever was such a paper, 
but a letter from Sol Miller In the R.B.Taylor history of the 
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Kansas press, in manuscript form, page 157, says:"About the 
time the Geary City Era started (about June, 1857) a paper 
made its appearance at Elwood, called the Journal, edited 
by Fair-man & Newman, but it did not last long. Fairman was a 
free-state roan and had published a Republican paper in Penn
sylvania. Newman was a pro-slavery Alabaman.. The Journal 
was succeeded by the ElwoodAdvertiser, run by various 
parties, the Tracey Brothers among the number;" Compare 
this ownership with that of the Elwood Advertiser. 

FLWOOD PRESS.— Founded June 5, 1853, by ,' ' ' Whitney and Phin B. 
Thompkins. Probably independent free-stater In November, 
1858, P.M.Tracey and G.W.Larzelere bought the paper from 
Jbhn L. Merrick and Company, who apparently had acquired it 
from its founders; Ed Russell helped in editing it. The 
Press died some time in April, 1859. 

EMPORIA KANE AS NEWS.—Founded June 6, 1857, by Preston B. 
Plumb.. Free-state. In the eighties the name of the gaper 
was changed to the Standard, and then to the present Gazette• 
The Kansas News was one of the pioneer interior papers of the 
Territory and was from the first a great paper to boom the 
commercial interests of Emporia and the Territory. Jacob 
Stotler was Plumb's first foremanj he acquired an Interest 
in the News in 1858. In 1860 Dudley Randall secured an interest 
in it. William A. Phillips and R.J.Hlnton, correspondents, 
also wrote for the News. The paper under its various names 
passed through many hands} it in now the property of W.A.White. 

• 

FT. SCOTT DEMOCRAT. —Founded February, 1858, by J.E.Jones. 
Democratic• It ran about a year and then died, but was 
revived about July, 1859, by E.A.Smith, who continued it 
until 1861, when it was suspended following the editor s 
enlistment in the Union army. Under Smith it became a 
Republican paper. It was really a continuation of an 
earlier Ft. Scott paper (see Ft. Scott Southern Kansan), ' 
George A. Crawford occasionally worked on the Democrat. 

FT. SCOTT SOUTHERN KANSAN.—The date of the founding of this 
paper is -in doubt. It is said that a press was brought to 
Ft. Scott first in 1855, from Boonevilie, Missouri (Kansas 
Annual Register, 1864, p. 138). At any rate, it is very 
probable that in August, 1855, or August, 1856, the Southern 
Kansas appeared. The editor of the paper of 1855 apparently 
was one Kelley (Andreas: History of Kansas, p. 1074); but 
another editor of this paper named in Robley s "History of 
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Bourbon County, Kansas," pages 67-59, was one Kline, who in 
August, 1856, was killed at Middle Creek in Linn county in an 
encounter between Captains Shore and Anderson and some Texas 
Rangers from Ft. Scott. At any rate, probably less than a 
half dozen issues of the paper ever were printed. The material 
of the plant was stored in a blacksmith shop until in 1858 
J.E.Jones used it again in reviving the Ft. Scott Democrat. 

GEARY CITY ERA*—Founded about June, 1857, by Dr. E.H.Grant, 
who was free-state and Republican in politics, Joseph Thompson, 
a Democrat, and Earle Marble, Americanj but it was a staunch 
free-state journal in spite of this odd combination of politi
cal beliefs in its editorial staff. Grant drew a challenge to 
a duel from Jack Henderson of the Leavenworth Journal for some
thing published in the Era, but tactfully declined. The paper 
stopped in October, 1858, Marble retiring while Thompson later 
founded the Troy Democrat. About June, 1857, James McCahon 
was connected with the Era. He was free-state. 

GOLDEN CITY TRANSCRIPT.—Founded in the spring of 1860 by 
George West. It succeeded the Western Mountaineer, running 
the remainder of that year. 

GOLDEN CITY WESTERN MOUNTAINEER.— FoundedNovember, 1859, by 
Thomas Gibson for a Boston company. It ran until the spring 
of 1860, when it was succeeded by the Transcript. 

GRASSHOPPER FALLS (VALLEY FALLS) GAZETTE.—Founded May, 1860, 
by F.F.Barclay and A.W.Spauldlng. Republican. P.Hanford 
Hubbell was soon part owner of the paper, which lived about a 
year. It was later revived during the Civil War period, and 
about 1867 the entire plant was moved to another town. 

GRASSHOPPER FALLS GRASSHOPPER.—Founded,June, 1858, by H. Rees 
Whiting,.J.A.Cody, and S. Ward Smith. Free-state and Repub
lican. Jt was a small paper, and Mrs. Cody did most of the 
editorial work on it. It ran about four months and was then 
revived temporarily by Whiting, who sold it to David W.Guernsey, 
who renamed it the Crescent. 

GRASSHOPPER FALLS JEFFERSON CRESCENT.—Founded December, 1858, 
by D.W.Guernsey on the material of the defunct Grasshopper. 
Free-state, but opposed to the organization of the Republican 
party. It died in April, 1859. 
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HIGHLAND HIGHLANDER.—Founded January 1, 1859> by J.E.Faulkner 
and Beaver; edited by T.P.Herriok. Neutral in politics, 
its editors being Republican and its publishers Democ rats. 
F.A.Root handled the mechanical department. The paper lasted 
but a few months. Its material was then sold to Charles H. 
Whitaker and taken to Savannah, Missouri, and uood on & paper 
until the Civil War, when rebels seised the office and took 
it with them. Later the large quids and job type were shot 
at the Union forces at the siege of Lexington. 

H0LT0N CRICKET.—Founded About July or August, 1858, by 
Thomas G. Waters. -Non-political, apparently. It lasted but 
a few isoues. The paper was written out in ink, and illustrated 
with colored pencils, there being neither type nor preQB In 
the county until 1867. (See ohapter 16)• 

IOWA SOI NT DISPATCH.—Founded September, 1859, by Ansel Watrous 
and J.W.Biggera. Intensely Democratic. Dr. Jabaz Robinson 
contributed to it editorially. In November Riggers became 
sole owner, selling 1 t in February, I860, to C.M.Fisher. The 
paper died in Jhne, 1860, lacking support. That fall Biggors 
removed the materials of the paper to Troy, starting there the 
Doniphan County Dispatch, Democratic. 

IOWA POINT ENQUIRER.—Founded July, 1858, by Thomas J, Key. 
Democratic. The material had formerly been used by Key in 
the Doniphan Constitutionalist. The Enquirer lasted but a few 
months, during which time Thomas J. Vandersllce got out a few 
issues when Key returned to the South. The paper died about 
April, 1859. Its material was used in the fall of 1859 by 
Ansel Watrous and J.W.Biggers to start the Iowa Point Dispatch. 

JUNCTION CITY KANSAS STATESMAN.—See Junction City Sentinel. 

JUNCTION CITY SENTINEL.--Founded June, 1858, by B.H.Keyser. ' 
Democratic. It was printed by George W. Kingsbury and 
supplied with cash by Robert Wilson, then sutler at Ft. Riley. 
It lived but a few months, and in July, 1859, was sold to 
Samuel Medary Jr. and made into the Kansas Statesman. However, 
in the meantime, following the suspension of the Sentinel, or 
about the spring of 1859, the Junction City Statesman appeared, 
a Democratic sheet run by Kingsbury, W.S.Blakely, W.W.Herbert 
and William Cuddy. It lived but a short time and was then 
succeeded by the Kansas Statesman, wnich died about the fall 
of 1861. Various accounts for the relative time of appearance 



603 

of these papers may be found; and it may be that there was 
but one Statesman; at any rate, this accounts follows closely 
the history of these papers left by George W. Martin (Handbook 
of the Kansas Publishing House, 1875)« 

JUNCTION CITY STATESMAN.—See Junction City Sentinel. 

KICKAP00 KANSAS PIONEER.--Pounded in November, 1854, the 
second newspaper in Kansas, by A.B.Hazzard and Sexton. 
Strongly pro-slavery. It lived about three years. Various-
men connected with it were G.W.McLane, later a free-soil 
editor, A.W.King, and Thomas D1 Armond. McLane1s presence on 
the paper started a dispute over its editorial policy. 

LAWRENCE CONGREGATIONAL RECORD.--Founded January, 1859, by 
Richard Cordley, E.Y.Lum, and H.M.Simpson. Organ of the 
Congregational Association of Kansas. Cordley served as its 
first editor. It was published quarterly until 1862, after 
which it became a monthly. It was destroyed in the Quantrill 
raid, but was reissued from the office of the Kansas City 
Journal of Commerce in the fall of that year by T.D.Thacher, 
carrying a full account of the raid. Its publication was aban
doned in 1867. Other editors and workers on it were the Rev. 
J.D.Liggott and the Rev. P. McVicar. It was variously 
published at Kansas City, Lawrence, andLeavenworth• 

LAWRENCE FREE STATE.—Founded about January 10, 1855, by 
R.G.Elliott and Josiah Miller. Strongly free-state. Destroyed 
May 21, 1856, in the sack of Lawrence, and revived for a few 
issues at Delaware in the fall of 1857. Miller left the 
paper late in the fall of 1855. See chapters 2 and 3 for a 
full account of this paper. 

LAWRENCE HERALD OF FREEDOM.—Founded January 3, 1855, by G.W. 
Brown. Free-state, but subsidised by the Massachusetts 
Emigrant Aid Company, whose organ it was. Destroyed in the 
sack of Lawrenco, May 21, 1856; revived November 1, 1856; 
died in December, 1859. For a complete and full account see 
chapters 2,3,4, and 11. 

LAURENCE PRAIRIE GEM.—It is doubtful if this paper ever 
appeared, but that it was projected is shown by the fact that 
the Herald of Freedom of May 9, 1857, mentioned the Prairie 
Gemof Lawrence, in such a fashion, however, that it is 
impossible to say whether the paper appeared or was expected 
to appear at that time. 
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LAWRENCE REPUBLICAN .--Founded May 28, 1857, by Norman Allen 
and T.Dwight Thacher. Strongly free-otate and Republican. 
That summer S.O.Thacher, S.M.Thacher, and T.D.Thacher bought 
Allen out. 3.0.Thacher retired in 1859. In 1860, John Speer 
and Verren Nicholas Smith bought the paper, mainly to keep 
it from opposing James H. Lane's candicacy for the United 
States Senate.* Smith.later married Ida, a daughter of Horace 
Greeley. He stayed with the paper about three months and was 
succeeded by the Rev. H.M.Moore, who remained about the same 
length of time. The paper continued under various men until 
1669, when it was consolidated with the State Journal and the 
Ottawa Home Journal, making the Republican Daily Journal and 
the Western Home Journal in its weekly edition. Among the 
men connected with the Republican in Territorial days were 
John Swinton, later of the New York Times, Col. A.G.Hawes, 
Jacob Stotler, M.M.Murdock, A.D.Richardson, James H. Lane, 
Capt. John Brown, J.H.Kagi, Richard Realf, W.A.Phillips—all 
more or less occasional contributors. HoraceGreeley*s 
speech at Osawatomie in May, 1859, was set up in the Republican 
office from the original manuscript, and the proof with 
Greeley's corrections and emendations long remained posted on 
the walls of the building as one of the trophies of the office. » 

LA HENCE KANSAS (PIONERR) TRIBUNE.—Pounded about January 10, 
1855, by John and Joseph L. 3peer. Free-state. The paper 
used the material of the Lawrence Free State for several 

'issues, merely changing the heading and inserting a little 
new material and crediting the copied material to the Free 
State. Sam N. Wood became a partner in the paper shortly 
after its founding. The Tribune suspended in the fall of 
1855 for a few weeks and was then removed to Topeka, where 
W.7.Ross became a partner in its publication. The first 
daily issued in Kansas was that of the Tribune, on July 4, 
1855, at Lawrence; a similar issue appeared in March, 1856, , 
during the sessions of the Topeka legislature. In December, 
1856, Speer left*the paper and E.G. and W.W.ROBS continued it 
until September, 1Q58, when Shepherd and Cummings secured it, 
Cummings later being sole owner. The paper finally became 
Democratic• Inl863-4 it was sold to Andrew Stark, who ran it • 
until the following spring. It died about 1868. A revival 
of the Lawrence Tribune, a different paper from the original 
one that thus became the Topeka Tribune, was made by John Speer 
in January, 1863. Various men connected with the Topeka 
Tribune were Lorenzo Dow, J.C.Hawkins, L. Farnsworth, and 
Dr. James Fletcher. The Tribune absorbed the Topeka Kansas 
State Journal in the summer of 1856. . 
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LEAVENWORTH CONSERVATIVE.—Founded January 28, 1801, by D.R. 
Anthony, D.W.Wilder, Matthew Weightinan, George F. Preaoott, 
George C. Hume, and Henry Buckingham• Wilder became editor. 
Strongly Republican. The material came from the offices of 
the Dispatch and the Journal, defunct. Its descendant is the 
present Leavenworth Times. The Cbnservative gave to Kansas 
the first news of her admission as a state. Anthony, with a 
roll of the first issue under his arm, hastened to Lawrence 
where the legislature was in session anxiously awaiting the 
action of Congress. The legislature officially acknowledged 
the enterprise, of the paper by giving its publisher a 
unanimous vote of thanks. 

LEAVENWORTH DER ABLER.—H.P.Stebblns, in Volumes 1 and 2, 
page 179, Kansas State Historical Society Collections, is 
authority for the statement that about 1859 Der Adlor, a 
German paper, Was being published at ^eavenwor.th. There 
is no other trace of this journal, which probably did not 
exist long, if at all. 

LEAVENWORTH DAILY EVENING DI 5P ATCH. - -Founded July, 1859, by 
J.T.Hinton. The first Douglas paper in the Territory, 
according to some accounts. It lasted about a year, becoming 
a Brockenridge sheet shortly before its suspension in October, 
1860. Other partners in the paper at various times were 
W.D.White, Willis Emery, C.A.Prescott, George F. Prescott, 
and Josiah A. Green. See also Dollar Dispatch and Weekly 
Dispatch. 

LEAVENWORTH DISPATCH.—See Leavenworth Dollar Dispatch. 

LEAVENWORTH WEEKLY DOLLAR DISPATCH.—Founded February, 1860, 
by typos of theWeekly Dispatch (which was probably a weekly 
edition of the Daily Dispatch). It was the first paper in 
the Territory to sell for a dollarayear. Douglas Democratic. 
How long this paper lasted is in doubt. 

LEAVENWORTH HERALD.—Founded September 15, 1854, by W.H.Adams 
and W.H.Osborne, the first paper in Territorial Kansas. Pro-
slavery and Democratic. It died in 1861. During its life it 
was variously owned and edited by General Luolen J.Eastln, 
H.Rives Pollard, who came in the fall of 1855, William H. Gill 
in 1859, William P. Fain, deputy U.S.marshal, and in the fall 
of 1860 by R.C.Satterlee, B.R.Wilson, and O.W.Holm. Satterlee 
was killed the next year by D.R.Anthony and the paper then 
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died, June, 1861* Ward Burllngame was at one time an assistant 
editor on his paper, as were James A. Green and W.N.Glenn* 
Under Gill the paper favored Douglas, but it was for the most 
part an Administration sheet. 

LEAVENWORTH DAILY HERALD,--Pounded May 17, 1859. 

LEAVENWORTH DAILY LEDGER .—Founded January, 1858, by George 
W. McLane. Independent, oonservatlve, tending toward Whig, 
but in effect, free-state. The first daily of any strength 
in Kansas, though the first soundly -established daily was 
the Leavenworth Times. McLane1s paper came into the Republican 
ranks in July, 1859. C.C.Spalding helped edit it in this year. 
The Ledger died in August, 1859. 

LEAVENWORTH WEEKLY LEDGEH.—Volume 1, number 12 of the Weekly 
Ledger is dated September 12. 1850, which places its 
founding about June, 1058. independent and free-state. How 
long this paper existed is in doubt, but probably no longer 
than the daily. 

LEAVENWORTH WEEKLY JOURNAL.—Founded about June 1, 1856, by 
S.S.Goode.and a Major Wilkes of South Carolina. Pro-slavery. 
Jack Henderson soon became a partner, Goode retiring.1In: 
November, 1857, Henderson sold the paper to O.W.Purkina and 
others, who made it anti-Lecompton and free-state, though not 
with the Free State party proper. With Purkins were John A. 
Halderman, R.J.Walker, and others. In the spring of 1858 
Hutchinson and Campbdll leased the paper, and later Hutchinson 
and McLaughlin ran it as a Douglas paper. In May, 1859, the 
building which the paper occupied collapsed, pielng $he 
entire plant. A few issues were later published on the press 
of the Times and then the paper died, its material later being 
used to found the Daily Dispatch, an evening Douglas paper* 

'  J ,  \  ,  

LEAVENWORTH DAILY JOURNAL.—Founded May, 1858, from the 
weekly Journal. Died In June, 1859, when the building fell 
in. 

LEAVENWORTH (WEEKLY) L'BSTAFETTE DU KANSAS (KANSAS EXPRESS).— 
Pounded September, 1858, by Frank F. Barcley. Probably Demo
cratic. Published entirely in Fronch. It lived but a few 
months. 

LEAVENWORTH DAILY L'ESTAFETTE DU KANSAS.—Apparently a revival 
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of the L*Kstafette of 1858• Founded in January, I860, perhaps 
a daily paper, of unknown politioal faith* It soon died* 

LEAVENWORTH KANSAS STAATZEITUNG.—Founded July, 1858, by 
Dr. Charles F. Kob, who.had previously established the Atchison 
Zeitung. See Leavenworth Zeitung. 

LEAVENWORTH KANSAS DAILY STATE REGISTER (EVENING REGISTER).— 
Founded August, 1859, by Jeff L. Dugger. Republican. It 
succeeded MoLane*s Daily Ledger,,and died about February, 
1860. M.W.Delahay was perhaps a partner in this paper. 

LEAVENWORTH OBSERVER.—The Herald of Freedom of December 11, 
1858, said! "A new German newspaper, the Kansas Reobachter, or 
Observer, in English, has just been started in Leavenworth, 
John Pingle, publisher. It's all Dutch to us." Redpath and 
Hinton's "Handbook to Kansas Territory and the Rocky Mountains* 
Gold Region," 1859, also mentions the existence of the Observer, 
a weekly, free-state newspaper. Little else is known of it. 

LEAVENWORTH TERRITORIAL REGISTER.—Founded July 7, 1865, by 
Mark W. Delahay and A.M.Sevier. In December, Thomas Newman 
bought the paper. Free-state and at first a believer in 
Squatter Sovereignty, but Delahay soon changed his mind, 
became an outlaw to the pro-slavery press, and on the night of 
December 22, 1855, his press was demolished and dumped into 
the Missouri river by Kiokapoo Rangers--the first press in 
Territorial Kansas to die for expressing its sentiments 
against slavery. 

LEAVENWORTH TIMES .—Founded Maroh 7, 1857, by Robert Crozier and 
others in a stock company. Strongly free-state. Its 
descendant after many combinations and consolidations is the 
present Leavenworth Times. Col. John C. Vaughan and his son 
Champion bought the paper in November, 1857} later J.Kemp , " 
Bartlett became a partner, about the time that the Times 
became a daily onFebruary 15,. 1853. In 1860 E.F.Schneider 
became a partner with Bartlett, and W.W.Bloss an assistant. 
The Times, with the Lawrence Republican and the Atchison 
Champion was the leader of the press that urged the organization 
of the Kansas branch of the Republican party• It was the first 
soundly-established daily in Kansas. 

LEAVENWORTH YOUNG AMERICA.—Founded August, 1857, by G.W. 
McLane • Independent, really Ihig, but inclined-toward free 
soil, which its successor, the Ledger, finally became. Its 
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duration is uncertain, but it probably ran but a short time, 
for in January, 1858, McLane started another paper, the 
Daily Ledger, which probably absorbed the Young America. 

LEAVENWORTH VOLKSBLAAT•--Founded in the summer of 1858 by 
Dr. Charles F. Kob. Free-stato, and it ran about three months, 
according to the Annual Register of 1863-4. Compare this 
account with the history of the Leavenworth Kansas Staat-
zeitung. 

LEAVENWORTH ZKITUNG.—There were various papers in Leavenworth 
called the Zeitung, but probably the original one was the 
Kansas Etaatzeitung, started in July, 1858, by Dr. C.F.Kob. 
But in November, 1858, Frank F. Barclay started the Zeitung, 
soon celling it to Fritz Braunhold. Then in September, 1859, 
the Atchison Zeitung was removed to Leavenworth by L. Wader 
and William Kempf. The Leavenworth City Directory of 1859-60 
also mentions two Gorman papers at Leavenworth, the Kansas 
Zeitung by L. Souesman, and the Leavenworth Zeitung, by Fritz 
Braunhold. The probability is that in 1859 there were two 
rival German papers in Leavenworth which in later years 
were merged, Kempf, Sousnman, Wader, Braunhold, and Kob being 
variously connected with them all. 

LEC0WPT0N NATIONAL DKMOCRAT.--Founded July, 1857, by E.W. 
Driggs. Pro-slavery and Democratic. It was suspended early in 
1861. This paper was one of the strong pro-slavery Journals 
that urged the adoption of the Lecompton constitution. It was 
variously edited by W.P.Montgomeryi, A.P.Walker, and other men 
high in the councils of the National Democratic party in Kansas. 

LECOMPTON UNION.--Founded May 3, 1856, by A.W.Jones and C.A. 
Faris. Strongly pro-slavery. R.P.Bennett later became a 
partner in the paper, which lived about a year, being succeeded 
by the National Democrat, In December, 1857, the materials 
of the Union were used to start the Maryaville Palmetto Kansan. 

# 

MANHATTAN WEETKRN KANSAS EXP RESB.—Founded May, 1859, by Charles 
F. Pe Vivaldi. Republican. De Vivaldi was an Italian refugee 
who later became U.S. consul to Brazil. The paper was sus
pended now and then but managed to live until 1870, at that 
time being called the Nationalist. 

MARYEVILLE DEMOCRAT.—If this paper ever existed, it ran some 
time in 1858 or 1859, and was edited by a Mr. Childers, as a 
sort of revival of the defunct Palmetto Kansan. 
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MARYS VI LLE DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM.—Poundsd about Ootober 1, 1859# 
by Russell H. Newell and P.H.Peters. Democratic. In December 
E.C.Manning became a partner, and in Kay, i860, he made it a 
Republican paper. July 31, 1860, the office was demolished 
by a tornado. In the fall of that year the paper was revived. 
It was really a town company paper owned by Francis J. Marshall 
and others of a Democratic cast. 

MARYSVILLE PALMETTO KANSAN.—Founded in November, 1857, by 
J.E.Clardy for the Karysville Town Company, composed of 
F.J.Marshall, J.S.Maglll and others. Pro-slavery and Dembcratio, 
though Clardy tried to be independent. According to the 
Herald of Freedom, the Kansan died about March or April, 
1859. 

MINNKOLA STATESMAN.—Founded June, 1858, by O.A..Baasett and 
others interested in the town of Minneola. Free-state. It 
was a continuation of the Centropolis Leader. B.C.Sanford 
worked on the paper. It lived but a short time, dying whan 
Kinneola ceased to the the oapital of the Territory. 

MOUND CITY LINN COUNTY HERALD.—Founded April 1, 1859, by 
Jonathan Lyman. Free-state. It was suspended in August, i860, 
owing to lack of support and opposition arising from troubles 
in that part of the Territory. 

MOUND CITY REPORT.—Founded September, I860, by J.T.Snoddy, 
J.F.Broadhead, H.A.Smith, and A. Danford. Republican. A 
continuation of the defunct Linn County Herald. Moved to 
Mansfield in 1861. 

MOUNTAIN CITY ROCKY MOUNTAIN GOLD REPORTER AND HERALD.—Founded 
in the fall of 1859 by Thomas Gibson, in the gold regions of 
what is now Colorado. Ran only that fall. 

OLATHE HERALD• —Founded August or September, 1859, by A• ft• 
Devenny and John M. Giffin. Democratic. In November Devenny 
left. The paper was destroyed by Quaptrill in 1863. 

OLATHE JOHNSON COUNTY STANDARD.—Founded March, 1859, by 
Barke.r and Lddy. Independent, but inclined toward Democracy. . 
Only a few numbers were issued. 

« 

OLATHE MIRROR.—Little is known of this paper, but the Lawrence 
Republican of July 26, 1860, said? "The editor of the Olathe 
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Mirror calln for amounts due him or he will have to stop his 
paper. Expenses no far, $2200; receipts, $300." A.n.Corey, 
who helped revive the Quindaro Tribune, has said that the 
materials of the Tribune were moved to Olathe by Samuel 
McKee, who commenced the Mirror. It is possible that these 
two are the same papers. 

Of) Atv ATOM IE SOUTHERN KANSAS HERALD.—Pounded November, 1857, 
by Charles E. Griffith. Free-state. In December, 1850, 
J.M.Kane became a partner In it. July 1, 1860, B.F.Kinter 
bought the paper and removed it to Paola, according to one 
account; another says that the paper continued at Osawatomie 
until Civil War times and even later. The paper was temporar
ily suspended several times. 

0 .'I AW ATOM IE TIMET.,—This paper never appeared, though its 
materials were assembled at Osawatomie in the spring of 1856 
ready for the work of publication by Oscar V. Dayton and Alex. 
Gardner, of New York. During the troubles in the summer of 
1856, the materials were hidden: the type in a log house, and 
the press under the limbs of a newly fallen cottonwood tree on 
the banks of the Marais des Cygnes, where it remained hidden 
until the spring of 1857, It narrowly escaped detection by 
border ruffians on the occasion of the sacking of Osawatomie. 
Gee chapter 5. 

0RKAL00SA INDEPENDENT.--Founded July, 1860, by J.W.Roberts 
and H.W.Day. Independent, free-state and later Republican, 
It continued for a number of years under the same ownership, 

OTTUMWA JOURNAL.--Founded September, 1857, by Jonathan Lyman, 
who later started the Mound City Linn County Herald. After 
a month the paper was removed to Burlington and called the 
Free Press. Free-state. 

I 

PALERMO LEADER.--Founded October, 1058, by F.W.Emery and 
Charles Perham. Republican, It lived about two years, 
according to some accounts, but it probably died about 
December, 1859. 

PAOLA ARGUE.—According to Andreas'a "History of Kansas," page 
887, on July 1, 1860, B.F.Kinter bought the Osawatomie 
Southern Kansas Herald, moved it to Paola, called it the Argus, 
and later sold it to Col. G.A.Colton. See Osawatomie Herald. 
It is doubtful if Kinter removed the entire Herald plant, how
ever. 
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PAOLA CHIEF.—Founded about January, I860, by W.H. and A.O• 
Wagstaff. Democratic. Died about August, 1860, from lack 
of support. 

PRAIRIE CITY FREEMAN'S CHAMPION .—Founded June 25, 1857, by . 
B.B.Prouty. Free-state and Republican. It was suspended 
from September 10, 1857, to January 28, 1858. 0.P.Willett 
was a partner in the paper, which was a town booming enter
prise. It was suspended in September, 1858, and reappeared 
in 1859 at Burlington as the Neosho Valley Register. 

Q.IJINDARO CHINDOWAN.--Founded May 13, 1857, by J.M.Walden;and 
Edmund Babb. Free-state and Republican. It was really a town 
company organ controlled in part by the Massachusetts Emigrant 
Aid Company. It lived about a year and a half, dying soon 
after Walden left it in June, 1858. V.J.Lane, G.w.Veale, 
Alfred Gray and others later revived it for a short time, the 
paper finally dying in the spring of 1859. Mrs. C.I.II. 
Nichols was at one time its associate editor. 

OUINDARO KANSAE TRIBUNE.—Founded October, 1859, by John 
Francis and J,P.W.Davis, a continuation of the old Chindowan. 
Republican. It ran but a few months, dying in the spring of 
1860, its material afterwards going to Olathe and becoming 
the Olathe Mirror. 

SHAWNEE (GREEN SPRINGE) MONITOR.--Founded in the fall of 1857 
by James H. Noonan, of Westport, Missouri. It was suspended 
after a few weeks when the county neat was taken to Olathe, 
according to an account in the first biennial report of the 
Kansas Ltate Board of Agriculture, page 256. It was printed 
in the office of the Westport ntar of Empire. 

SHAWNEE BUN.—The first paper printed on what is now Kansas 
soil was an Indian publication, the Shawnee Bun--ln Indian, 1 

the Bhaw-wau-noe Kesauthwau, or Shaw-wau-nowe Kesauthwau, 
or Shawanoe Kesauthwau, or the Siwlnowe Kesibwi, as it is 
variously referred to. It first appeared February 24, 1835, 
at the Ehawnee Baptist Mission, in what is now Johnson county, 
Kansas, a little south and a few miles west of Kansas City, 
Missouri. Jotham Meeker, missionary, was its printer and edi
tor;' the press and outfit were sent out under the auspices of 
the Baptist Mission board. Before his paper could be read Meek
er had to teach his subscribers to read, and then with the help 
of his subscriber-pupils he set up the paper in the Indian 
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language. Subsequently be also published many boobs, pamphlets, 
religious traots, collections of hymns, and selections from 
the Gospels both in English and .the Indian language. The paper 
was published monthly, though with numerous lapses, for 
about ten years. In April, 1837, the Rev. John G. Pratt 
took charge of it and the press was moved farther west. In 
1841 the paper was being edited by J.Lykins, aid its dialectical 
name was the Siwinowe Kesibwi. In 1846 the press was at 
Stookbridge, near what Is now Leavenworth, and in 1849 
Meeker was again in possession of the press at Ottawa. 

Of the Shawnee Sun, McCoy's "History of Baptist Indian 
Missions" says* 

"This was the first newspaper ever published exclusively 
in the Indian language. It was entitled Bhau-wau-noe 
Kesauthwau (Shawnee Sun). It was small, only a quarter 
sheet, was written upon the new system, and edited by Mr. 
Lykins. The disadvantagesunder which it was prepared for 
the press were great, and the labor considerable! which 
accounts for its diminutive size. 

"Many of the Shawanoes had, by this time, become readers 
of their own language, and In this periodical they soon took 
a deep interest, and sometimes contributed matter for it 
from their own pens. These writers were adults who lately 
had been wholly .ignorant of letters in any language, and who 
had recently learned to read and write their own. This 
they had done without regular attendance or instruction, Which, 
in their circumstances, oould only be imparted by occasional 
visits. The faoility with which they acquired a knowledge of 
reading, and some of them of writing, was alone attributable 
to the simplicity of the new system." 

It is interesting to note at this point that other 
printing was done in Kansas before Territorial days by 
others than Meeker and his associates. In April, 1837, 
the Rev. Samuel M. Irvin and others established a Presbyterian 
mission near the town of Highland, In Doniphan oounty. During 
1842 and later Mr. Irvin and the Rev. William Hamilton printed 
a number of books for use In teaching the Indians. The title 
of one of them, published in 1848, is as follows: "An loway 
Grammar, illustrating the principles of the language used ty 
by the Iowa, Otoe, and Missouri. Prepared and printed by 
direction of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, Iowa 
and Sac Mission Press, 1848." 

A great deal has been written about the final disposition 
of Meeker1s original press. Several persons have olaimed to 
have,it, but the most probable aocount of what became of it is 
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the following by 5.S.Prouty in the Winfield Courier of August 
27, 1870j 

"Rev. Jotham Meeker brought the press into Kansas Terri
tory. This was in 1834. Mr. Meeker was a missionary to the 
Ottawa Indians. The Ottawa Mission was near where the 
town of Ottawa now stands. Mr. Meeker, a long time prion 
to the commencement of settlement by the whites, printed 
a book with that press.••.The state of Kansas should recover 
that Meeker press and preserve it at the capital. Kansas will 
have a centennial some day. From Meeker the press passed 
into the hands of George W. Brown (editor of the Lawrenoe Herald 
of Freedom)j in 1857 Brown sold it to S.S.Prouty. Prouty 
owned the press for years -and used it in the publication 
of the Freeman's Champion and the Neosho Valley Register• 
Prouty sold it to S. Weaver, who used it at Lecompton; from 
thence it went to Cottonwood Falls and from thenoe to Cowley 
County. It is now supposed to be in the Indian Territory 
on its march of conquest. It was a Seth Adams manufacture, 
oval at the top. There were twenty stars on it, indicating 
that at the time of its manufacture there were twenty states 
in the Union. This was in 1817, as the twenty-first state 
was admitted in 1823." 

An original copy of the Shawnee Sun, the only one known 
to be in existence, is now in the possession of the Wyandott 
Historical Society, coming as a gift from Charles Bluejaoket, 
chief of the Shawnee8. A facsimile of the paper was published 
in the Kansas City Sun of February 18, 1898, and may be 
seen in the archives of the Kansas State Historical Society. 

SUMNER GAZETTE.—Founded September 12, 1857, by J.P, and D.D. 
Cone. Free-state and Republican. The paper issued a daily 
for a short time in this fall, a sort of campaign sheet before 
the election of the legislature in which the free-state men 
Joined for the first time in eighteen months. The Gazette 
died in August, 1859, according to some accounts, whereas 1 

its editors say that it survived until I860 or 1861. 

SUMNER DAILY GAZETTE.--See Sumner Gazette. 

SUMNER WESTERN SPY.--Founded June, 1859, by H, Barter and 
Sam MoBride. Republic an. The Spy lived but a short time. 
Apparently Mrs. Susie Crane Vogl at one time helped edit the 
Spy (see chapter 15)« 

TECUMSEH NOTE BOOK.--Founded July, 1857, by S.G.Reid. Democratic 
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and pro-slavery. It died in December of that year from lack 
of support. Reid later edited a radical Republican paper in 
Montgomery, Alabama. 

TECUMSEH SETTLER. - ̂-Founded February, 1858, by Thomas R, Lord. 
Free-state. In March it was rumored that Mr. Lord had been 
burned to death in a hotel fire in St. Louis. He had formerly 
been editor and publisher of Lord's Bank Not© Detector, of 
Cincinnati. The Settler died about Maroh or April, 1858. 

TECUMSEH soyTHERNKR.--This paper was projected in June, 1855, 
and Andreas s rtHistory of Kansas," page 533, says that it 
existed briefly in 1857-8.. The chances are, however, that it 
never appeared• 

TOPEKA COMMUNICATOR.--The Kansas Philomathio Institute, a 
literary society founded at Topeka in the fall of 1855, had 
a publication, variously called the Communicator, the Snow 
Wreath, and the Prairie Star. Files of the latter are in 
the possession of the Kansas State Historical Society. It 
was a literary paper, written out in longhand, fttlled with 
verse, mottoes, sketches, and similary literary attempts. 
Apparently it was read or passed about at the meetings of the 
society. Volume 1, number 1 is dated January 24, 1857, and 
was edited by Mrs. Maria R. Martin and Miss Julia Whiting. 
Volume 4, number 2, January 25, 1861, was edited by Mrs.~ 
L.C.Wilmarth andMrs. S.E.Martin. Apparently the ladle s were 
sole editors of the Prairie Star. Another account of the 
society s publication says that on January 3, 1857, at an 
anniversary of the society, the ladles contributed a paper . 
called the Snow Wreath. On January 13, 1859, according to 
the Topeka Tribune, the Prairie Star was being edited and 
managed by Mrs. Dr. Martin and Miss Carrie Whiting. In 
general, it was "a weekly paper devoted chiefly to the con
tributions of its members upon literary and social topics, 1 

thus affording them great advantages in their Isolation from 
the established institutions to which they had been accustomed 
in their Eastern homes.4 It was the only strictly literary 
or woman1s paper in the territorial period. 

TOPEKA KANSAS FREEMAN.--Founded July 5, 1855, by E.C.K.Garvey. 
Free-state. During the Topeka constitutional convention lasting 
from October 23 to November 11, 1855, the Freeman was issued 
every evening as a postage-stamp daily, the second in Kansas. 
J.F.Cummings, Hayes, and C.K.Holliday were also interested 
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in the Freeman at various times. The paper was suspended In 
the spring of 1856. 

TOPEKA KANSAS STATE JOURNAL.--Founded in Novembert 1855, by 
P.O.Conver. Apparently free-state. It was merged with the 
Topeka Tribune in the summer of 1856. The Journal was issued 
only intermittently and was without force. 

TOPEKA KANSAS STATE RECORD.—Founded October 1, 1859, by E.G. 
and W.W. Ross. Republican. It was the first eight-page paper 
in Kansas, and an ably edited journal in all ways. Its 
descendant is the present Topeka Capital. 

TOPEKA REAL ESTATE INTELLIGENCER.—The Leavenworth Herald of 
Nay 15, 1858, makes mention of the first number of the . 
Topeka Real Estate Intelligencer, ndevoted to the real estate 
and business interests of Kansas,11 published at Topeka by 
James Shimmons Jr. Apparently the paper did not last long. 

TOPEKA TRIBUNE.--See Lawrence Kansas Tribune. 

TROY DEMOCRAT.—Founded in Deoember, 1858, by Joseph Thompson, 
formerly of the Geary City Era, the materials of which he 
used. Democratic. In January, 1859, A.G.Ege Jr. became a 
partner in the paper, which died in April after appearing for 
several weeks on an eight-by-ten strip of paper. 

TROY DQNIPHAN COUNTY DISPATCH.--Founded September, 1860, by 
J.W.Biggers, using the material of the defunct Iowa Point 
Dispatch. Democratic. The paper ran chiefly for campaign 
purposes and died in January, 1861. Its material was moved to 
Hiawatha and used on the Union. 

WHITE CLOUD KANSAS CHIEF.—Founded June 4, 1857, by Solomon 
Killer. Independent-Whig-Amerioan, but at heart free-state,! 
and later Republican for a half oentury. Its first issue 
was printed with the aid of slave labor for which Miller paid 
the owner of the slave, who acted as roller boy. The Chief 
advooated the policy of voting in the election of 1857, but it 
was one of the few papers that did. The present Troy Chief 
is the direct continuation of the White Cloud Chief. 

WYANDOTT CITIZEN.— Founded September 19, 1857, by Ephralm 
Abbott. Democratic, though it tried to be free-state. It 
succeeded the Register, and lasted but a few months. 



616 

WYANDOTT COMMERCIAL GAZETTE.—Founded August 7, 1858, by S.D. 
Macdonald. Free-state and Republican. Editorial contribu
tions were made by Dr. J.P.Root, W.Y.Roberts, J.M.Winchell, and 
others. The paper lasted about a year, was suspended a while, 
and in August, 1860, was revived by Macdonald and R.B.Taylor, 
who later was complete owner. The plant burned down early 
in 1861 while Taylor was in the East. 

WYANDOTT DAILY GAZETTE•—This was a small paper issued during 
the sessions of the Wyandott constitutional convention in 
July, 1859, by Macdonald of the Commercial Gazette. 

WYANDOTT CITY REGISTER.—Founded May, 1857, by M.W.Delahay. 
Free-state. The first number was printed under a tent. Delahay 
soon sold out to Eddy and Patton, and the paper later died and 
was sold to Ephraim Abott, who in September, 1857, started the 
Citizen. The Register actually suspended about November, 1857. 
This paper has been variously miscalled the Reporter and 
the Telegraph. 

WYANDOTT WESTERN ARGUS.—Founded March 25, 1858, by A.C.Davis' 
and P.Sidney Post, and succeeded the Citizen. Democratic and 
pro-slavery. Later J.E.Bennett, one Whitaker, and John 
Macaulay were connected with it. In time the i>aper become 
an Administration organ and ran until 1861 when, following the 
burning of the Wyandott Gazette, R.B.Taylor bought the Argus 
and continued the Gazette. 



NOTES 

Chapter X 

Historical Background of Territorial Journalism 

1. Eli Thayer was the prime mover in the organization of 
the Massachusetts Emigrant—Aid- Company, which came into being 
early in 1854 with a capital Gf $5,000,000. Its apparent 
purpose was to assist free-state emigration to Kansas. For 
a closer view, see Thayer's book, "The Kanfeas Crusade," and 
an article in Volume 6 of the Kansas ctato Historical 
Society s Collections by W. H. Carruth, "The Emigrant Aid 
Company as an Investment Society.1* 

2. Charles Robinson was the first governor of Kansas, and 
was the chief agent of the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Company 
in Territorial Kansas. He is perhaps the principal figure 
in the greatest of all disputes in Kansas history. See 
his book, "The Kansas Conflict." 

3. James H. Lane, with Robinson, was perhaps the most noted 
figure in Territorial Kansas. He was one of the two first 
senators from the state, was influential with Lincoln, and, 
in general, was a wonderful and strange figure. See 
Connelley1s "James Henry Lane," Speor s "The Life of General 
James K. Lane," and any Kansas history. 

4. G.W.Brown was the editor of the first newspaper in 
Lawrence, the Herald of Freedom, which was subsidized by the 
Emigrant Aid Company. In later life he was arrayed with 
Robinson and Thayer against the friends of John Brown and 
James H. Lane, between whom raged the bitterest of all 
controversies in Kansas history. See his books, "Reminiscences 
of Governor R.J.Walker"Reminiscences of Old John Brown," 
and "The Rescue of Kansas From Slavery, with False Claims 
Corrected.11 In this same connection one should read Blackmar1 
"Charles Robinson," Connelley"s "Appeal to the Record," and 
perhaps R.G.Elliott s pamphlet, "Foot-Notes on Kansas History, 
not to mention other documents pro an d con concerning the 
controversy that openly began in 1879 between the two factions 

5. Captain Henry King was perhaps the greatest journalist of 
early Kansas. H© edited the famous Kansas Magazine. 
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D.W.Wilder was an early Kansas editor, and author of the 
•Annals of Kansas.11 See chapter 13. 

Franklin C. Adams was an early settlor in Kansas, and 
later secretary of the Stat® Historical Society. 

George W. Martin was one of the most noted editors and 
politicians the state has ever produced. 

These men were, above all.others, authorities on Kansas 
history, literature, newspapers, and men. 

6. See chapters 8 and 9 for a more extended account of this 
campaign, particularly on the part of the newspapers and men 
of the North. 

7. Ibid. 

8. Andreas: History of Kansas, p. 75. 

9. Ibid. 

10. Ibid,,p. 74. 

11. Ibid., p. 76. 

12. Ibid. 

13. Ibid., p. 77. 

14. Ibid. 

15. Ibid. 

16. Ibid., p. 78. 

17. Ibid,, p. 77 and ff. 

18. Ibid,,p. 79. 

19. Ibid,, p. 80, 

20. Thayer: The Kansas Crusade, p. 3. 

21. George W. Martin, in Volume 11, Kansas State Historical 
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Society Collections, p. 65, thus defines the Territory of 
Kansas: 

"Beginning at a point on the western boundary of the state 
of Missouri, where the 37th parallel of north latitude 
crosses the same (about thirty miles north of the southwest 
corner of Missouri, or 36 degrees 30 minutes parallel of north 
latitude;) thence west on said parallel to the eastern 
boundary of Now Mexico; thence north on said boundary to 
latitude 38; thence following said boundary westward to the 
east boundary of the Territory of Utah, on the summit of the 
Pocky Mountains; thence northward on said summit to the 
fortieth parallel of latitude; thence east on said parallel 
to the western boundary of the state of Missouri; thence 
south with the western boundary of said state (being a 
meridian passing through the middle.of the mouth of the 
Kansas river) to the place of beginning." —Note: this 
eastern line is longitude 94 degrees, 36 minutes, 13.448 
seconds west from Greenwich. The present western boundary 
of the state is 102 degrees, 2 minutes west of Greenwich. 

2.2. This discussion is based mainly on Andreas: History of 
Kansas, p. 81 and ff. 

23, The "Bogus Legislature" was elected March 30, 1865, by 
the importation of large numbers of voters from Missouri, It 
was pro-slavery, and was resisted by the free-state element 
in Kansas through the Topeka government which was set up in 
the winter of 1856-1856. The meh who rallied around the 
Topeka movement ignored the Bogus Legislature and its acts, 
so that for tho first two and a half years, there were two 
rival governments in Kansas. 

24. Compiled from Wilder: Annals of Kansas. The following 
story, taken from the Elwood Weekly Press of January 22, 1859, 
will further illustrate tho point: 

A good Joke is told on our Governor by the Lawrence 
correspondent of the Leavenworth Times. 

His Excellency went into a barber's shop at Lecompton 
to get shaved. The barber is a black man, and belongs to 
Judge Elmore, for ours, as Buchanan says, is a slave soil. 
As soon as seated the following dialogue occurred: 

Gov. M.—"I'll shave by the month." 
Barber.—"Don't know, massa, about that," 



Gov. M.—"Why not, Tom?" 
Barber.—"Case, massa. you Gubunore stay mighty short 
time In Kansas. Can t trust you to four weeks. Too 
long a time for people of your color." 

Of course, Gov. Medary paid up. There was no help for 
it. The darkey had the argument with him. 

25. It has been said that John Brown19 actions on the 
Pottawatomie served materially to decrease border ruffian 
outrages on free-state settlers. For another view, see 
Villard: John Brown, chapter 5, "Murder on the Pottawatomie. 

26. See chapters 8 and 9. 
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NOTE?. 

Chapter 2 

The First Papers 

1. King: The Press and the State, p. 9 and ff.--an address. 
Probably no one ever caught the picturosquoneas and signifi
cance of thin first paper bettor than did Captain Henry King. 

2. Strictly speaking, the Leavenworth Herald was not the first 
newspaper in Kansas. The first was an Indian paper, the 
Fhawanoe Kesauthwau, or Fhawnee Fun, first published in 
1835 at Ehawnee Mission, a few miles south and west of Kansas 
City, Kansas. Bee chapter 17 for a full history of it. 

3. filder: Annals of Kansas, p. 54. This extract was taken 
from the books "A Journey Through Kansas," by the Lev. G.B. 
Boynton and T.B.Mason, published in 1855. 

4. Andreas: History of Kansas, p. 430. The author was a Dr. 
Fay, writing in the Baton Houge, Louisiana, Advocate. 

5. fee chapter 14, "Pro-slavery and Democratic Editors." 

6. Leavenworth Herald, July 10, 1853. 

7. Wilder: Annals of Kansas, p. 48. 

8. ^bid,, p. 46. 

9. Ibid., p. 48. 

10. Ibid„ p. 49. 

11. Letter from A.H.Adams to G.V.Martin, October 87, 1903, in 
the manuscript collections of the Kansas -tote Historical 
Society at Topeka, Kansas. 

12. "ilrior: Annals of Kansas, p. 46. 

13. Prontir.: Kansas Miscellanies, p. 81 (Kansas Journalists--
&en of '57•5 
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14. Letter from T.K.Adams to 0.f.Martin, November 7, 1903. 

15. See Leavenworth herald in chapter 17. 

16. See chapter 11* Brown was one of the strangest characters 
in Territorial journalism. 

17. See chapter 13. Speer was a pioneer newspaper man of 
the old school, a man of more than ordinary strength and 
dependability• 

IB. For a further account of these two men, see the remainder 
of this chapter and chapter 3. These two men are, in the 
author s estimation, two of the most important figures in 
Territorial journalism in Kansas, men whoso worth has gone 
unsung for more than a half century. 

19. Andreas; History of Kansas, p., 84. Also see chapters 
11 and 12 for a fuller account. 

20. iv©bb Scrap books, vol. 1, p. 65. 

21. Bpeer: History of Douglas County. MS• in possession of 
the Kansas 'tat© Historical Society. 

22. Andreas: History of Kansas, n. 328. 

23. Interview with Wm. Killer, September 12, 1915. 

24. Lawrence Daily Journal, January 12, 1907. 
/ 

25. Ibid. 

26. Ibid. 

27. Ibid, f.imilar information was received from interviews 
with n.O.LlIiott on July 25 and August 8, 1915. 

28. Andreas: History of Kansas, p. 316. 

29. Interview with B.C.Blliott, August 8, 19X5. 

30. Lawrence Daily Tribune, July 4, 1876. 

31. King: The Dress and the Ltate. 



32. Interview with Wm. Miller, a brother of Josiah Miller, 
at Lawrence, Kansas, September 12, 1915. 

33. Ibid, 

34. P>e© c hapter 9. B.D.Ladd was an early newspaper 
correspondent at Lawrence. 
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NOTES 

Chapter 3 

The Hand of Lincoln 

1. At Big Springs, a now deserted capping spot in the western 
part of Douglas county, about four miles from Lecompton, the 
free-state men in convention assembled on September 5, 1855, 
organized the Free State party of Kansas Territory. This was 
the beginning of the successful fight the free-state men 
subsequently made, through their Topeka government, against 
the Bogus Legislature. Big Springs is therefore the first real 
landmark in the fight for free Kansas• It is the thesis of 
this chapter that the Kansas Free State, with its two editors, 
probably did more to make that meeting possible and successful 
than did any other single influence! and that the policy they 
followed in bringing about this convention was a direct out
growth of the advice of Abraham Lincoln. 

2. Josiah Miller was born in South Carolina, November 12, 1828, 
and died at Lawrence, July 4, 1870, following the amputation 
of a limb. He is said to have suggested the motto for the 
state seal, "Ad astra per aspara, although there are other 
claimants for this honor, for a discussion of which see Kansas 
State Historical Society collections, volume 8, p. 299. Miller 
was primarily a lawyer and an investor, and in the author*s 
estimation is one of the really influential figures in 
Territorial Kansas, though his fame has never beon exploited. 

3. Robert Gaston Elliott was born in Union County, Indiana, 
July 23, 1828, of South Carolina parentage. After being 
educated at Miami University and the University of Indiana, 
he taught-school for four years and thenl became with Miller 
editor of the Lawrence Free State. He has been a journalist 
all of his life, and is an unusually good authority on the 
Territorial period of Kansas history# He held during his 
lifetime various offices, political and honorary, belqg 
a member of the state senate, three years president of the State 
Agricultural Society, a regent of the state university, and in 
general an active worker for civic improvement in Lawrence and 
the state# He is still living, perhaps the oldest inhabitant 
of Lawrence, at the home of his son, Sam Elliott. (January, 1916), 
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4. Interview with William Miller, September 12, 1915, 

5. Kansas State Historical Society Collections, Vol. 10, 
p. 190 and ff. 

6. Some slight confusion in the matter of places may occur 
in this narrative owing to the fact that Miller came from 
Bloomington, Indiana, to Bloomington, Illinois, where he ran 
a paper about the time he met Lincoln. It is therefor© 
probable that he met Linooln at Bloomington, Illinois, or 
possibly Springfield. 

' 7. Kansas State Historical Society Collections, Vol. 10, 
p. 190 and ff. 

8. Interview with R.G.Elliott, July 25, 1915. 

9. Kansas State Historical Society Collections, Vol. 6, p. 
337 and ff. 

10. Speer: Life of General James H. Lane; Connelley: James H. 
Lane. 

11. Wilder: The Story of Kansas, in Kansas State Historical 
Society Collections, Vol. 6, p. 336 and ff. The census 
figures for Kansas, 1860, show a population of 107,206, of 
whom 12,691 were foreign born. The origin of population by 
states was, in part, as follows: 

From Ohio 11,617 
From Missouri.....11,356 
From Indiana...... 9,945 
From Illinois..... 9,367 
From Kentucky.,... 6,556 
From Pennsylvania. 6,463 
From New York 6,331 i 
From Iowa........, 4,008 

Native Kansans....10,997 

Six New England 
states,....... 4,208 

Massachusetts 1,282 

12. Villard: John Brown, p. 622. 
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13. Ibid. 

14. Interview with William Miller, September 12, 1915; United 
States Biographical Dictionary, Kansas volume, pp. 436-437• 

15. Andreas: History of Kansas, pp. 91-93. 

16. Elliott: Foot-Noton on Kansas History. Pamphlet. This 
contains an interesting account of this dispute in its later 
stages. Charles Stearns, at that time a correspondent of 
the New York Tribune and the Liberator, wrote as follows 
from Lawrence on February 1, 1855, concerning the merits of 
the case: 

" A l l o w  m e  t o  p r e s e n t  y o u ,  b r i e f l y ,  t h e  c h i e f  c a u s e  t '  

of the excitement existing here. It is the old story of the 
public against a moneyed aristocracy. In the New York 
Tribune of about December 30, you will probably find the 
details of the case, in a letter written by myself. I will 
merely touch upon a few principal points. 1st. The tenure 
by which the city of Lawrence is held is a very frail one. 
By the pre-emption law of 1844, only 320 acres can be held a® 
a"city site. Now the 320 acres on which our beloved city 
stands are (as I think) rightfully claimed by persons who came 
here and made their claims before the Lawrence Association. 
Then, the remaining thirteen claims of 160 acres each, which 
complete the two and a half miles long and one and a half 
wide, belong to various persons as farm claims, only that a 
very few are held for the Association. Now, the law require© 
a man to swear that he does not pre-empt the claim for anybody 
but himself; consequently, without false swearing, the city 
cannot get these claims, unless Congress passes an express 
act for our benefit, which is not very likely to be done this 
season. But bargains are made, and $850 taken for the same 
city lots. Mr. Robinson owned to me that they could not 
guarantee them to anybody; and yet they gravely talk of 
donating them to different persons. The K.A.Company hold 
one quarter of these 'bogus* lots and represent at the East 
that they are their property, as an inducement to people to 
invest in the concern."--

17. Lawrence Free State, February 7, 1855. 

13. Ibid, April 21, 1855. 

19. Interview with R.G.Elliott, July 25, 1915. 
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20. Sheriff Jones, postmaster at Westport, Missouri, a 
Virginian by birth, was a gruff, bold leader among the pro-
slavery men who became sheriff of Douglas county. He was 
active in making arrests in Lawrence, and when a prisoner 
was taken from him by free-state men in the fall of 1865, the 
W'akarusa War followed, and later, the sack of Lawrence. He 
was mysteriously shot in the back shortly before the sack of 
Lawrence, a fact which only served to give the pro-slavery 
element in control a good excuse for marching on Lawrence# 
He held office until 1857• 

21. Kansas State Historical Society Collections, vol. 8, p* 383# 

22. This the only account within i£e knowledge of the author 
of the arrival and reception of Lane in Kansas. 

23. Interview with R.C*.Elliott, July 25, 1915. 

24. Andreas: History of Kansas, p. 106. 

25. This speech has been variously used against Robinson by 
his enemies. Whether the occasion or his ardor got{the 
better of his discretion or not, certainly Robinson's 
speech on this day was an untactful one; and his sending Bast 
for arms was taken as a fulfillment of his sentiments expressed 
that day. 

26. Interview with R.G.Elliott, October 29, 1915. 

27. Kansas State Historical Society Collections, vol# 10, 
p. 190 and ff. 

28. Ibid, vol. 8, pp. 368-70; interview with R.G.Elliott, 
October 29, 1915. 

29. Interview with R.G.Elliott, August 8, 1915? Kansas 
State Historical Society Collections, vol. G, pp. 370-371. 

30. Interview with R.G.Elliott, August 8, 1915; Kansas 
State Historical Society Collections, vol, 8, p. 371. 

31. Connelley* James H. Lane, p. 54. G.W.Smith was a 
prominent leader among the free-state men, and a prime mover 
in the Big Springs meeting. 

32. Lawrence Free State, September 24, 1855. 
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33. Villard: John Brown, pp. 103-106; Kansas State Historical 
Society Collections, vol. 8, p. 373. 

* 34. Wilder: Annals of Kansas, p. 216. 

35. As early as Jims 9, 1855, he attacked it editorially 
in the Herald of Freedom* 

56. Laurence Free State, October 8, 1855. 

37. In the late fall of 1855 occurred what is known in 
Kansas history as the v/akarusa War. Following the murder of 
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Record, pp. 84-92. 

23. Villardt John Brown, p. 231 and ff. 
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A. 

CHART SHOWING THE LIFK HP AN OF TERRITORIAL PAPERS 

AWKRICUS ' entinel 

ATCHISONj 

Freedom's Champion 

Pfeifer 

Squatter Sovereign. 

Union 

r.eitung. 

AUBURN: 

rocket 

Transcript.•••••••• 

DALTV IN CITy Kansas ' essager.. 

BIT LI PC TO I : 

Free PreBs. 

leosho Valley register...... 
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CENTROPOLIS Karma* Leader..... 

COTTONWOOD PALLS Kansas Press. 

COINCIL GROVE Kansas YeBB.... 

DELAWARE Free Ptate 

DENVER s 

(Auraria) Cherry Creek 
Pioneer..• 

Daily Herald 

Daily Rocky fountain Lews... 

' eekly ! ocky f ountain News.. 

DONIPHAN: 

Const!tutionalist•••••••«••• 

Crusader of Freedom 

Free Praas... 

Pont. 

EL'ODD: 

Adverti ser 

Eree Press... •••••• 

Journal••••. 

Press. 

EE POD IA KAN ZAP NEWS 



FT. SCOTT: 

Democrat 

Southern Kansan 

GEARY CITY Era 

GOLDEN CITY: 

Transcript 

ortern Mountaineer 

GRAYM HOPPRR FALLS: 

Gazette. • 

Grasshopper. 

Jefferson Crescent 

HIGHLAND Highlander 

HOLTON Cricket 

10''A POINT: 

Dispatch 

Enquirer 

JUNCTION CITY: 

Kansas Statesman 

Sentinel •••••• 

Statesman. 

KIGKA^CO Kansas ^ioneer. • • • • • • 
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LAWPEKCEJ 

Congregational record....... 

Dree r.tate 

Herald of Freedom,.., 

He.' ub lie an 

Daily Tribune 

'eokly ("ioneer) Tribune..•• 

LEAVE* FORTHs 

Conservative. 

Daily "vening Dispatch...... 

Weekly Dispatch 

v"eekly Dollar Dispatch 

Daily Herald. 

*eekly Herald 

Daily Journal......... 

Weekly Journal 

Kansas f taatzeitung......... 

Kansas Zeltung ••••••• 

Kansas Daily Dtate (Evening) 
I egirter . • • 

Daily Ledger 
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LRAVERWORTH (CONT.) 

Weekly Ledger 

Tally L*Tstafette du Kansas. 

Weekly L'Kstafette du Karsas 

Observer (Kansas Reobachter) 

Territorial Pollster 

Pally Tin 

Weekly Times 

Young America., 

Volksblaat 

Zei tung 

LKCOMPTCNt 

National Democrat. 

Union 

MANHATTAN Western Kansas 
Express... 
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Pemo cr at 

Democratic ''latform 

Palmetto Fansan 

VINNKOLA Ttateaman 
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MOUND CITY s 

Linn County Herald 

Report • • • 

MOUNTAIN CITY Pocky Mountain 
Gold Reporter and Herald..,. 

0LATHft: 

Herald. 

Johnson County rtandard 

Mirror 

OM.A'VATO IK: 

Southern Kansas Herald...... 

Times. 

0SKAL00SA Independent 

OTTUM"A Journal...... 

P.ALMRMO Leader 

nAOLA: 

Argun. 

Chief 

PFAIKIA CITY Freeman's 
Champion..•• 

CUINDAI 0 Chindowan 



QIJINDARO Kanaan Tribune 

A'' NEF: 

(Green r.pringB) Monitor 

CNm 

nUMNKR: 

Tally Gazette.• 

'eekly Gazette 

war,tern Spy 

TKCUMSKH: 

Note Book.... 

r.ettler • 

TOPBKA; 

Communicator..•••• 

Gaily Far.r»aa Freeman 

eekly Kanaaa Freeman 

Kansas rtate Journal 

KanBaa tate Record 

Real Estate Intelligencer... 

Daily Tribune..... 

'eekly Tribune..... 



7 ROY: 

Democrat 

Doniphan County Dispatch.... 

WHITK CI.OUD Kansas Chief 

WYAKDOTT: 

Citizen. 

Ooir^' ercial ( ozcttc 

Daily Gazette 

City Regis ter 

Western Argus 



SOURCES OF MATERIAL 

Foreword.—The author would call particular attention to the 

sources of the material for this thesis. In the first place, 

practically all of his material was obtained from the library 

of the Kansas State Historical Society, at Topeka, Kansas, where 

the author had access to pamphlets on Territorial history, 

manuscript collections, newspaper clippings, and' files of the 

papers of Territorial days--all of which are nowhere else to be 

found. Of the manuscript collections consulted the most valuable 

of all was, of course, the history of the Kansas press, collected 

by R.B.Taylor in 1869—the basic source, then, of this study. 

Of peculiar value, too, were tne extensile col lections of 

clippings from newspapers, variously arranged according to coun

ties, men, newspaper history, or what-not, and the historic 

Webb Scrap-Books, Again, the files of the Territorial papers 

were of primary importance to the author. He inspected every 

file and single issue of these papers that was available, there

by uncovering material concerning the x^ress which had never be

fore been utilized. An approximately complete list of these 

papers is given herein, both to indicate sources and to show 
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how many different copies of Territorial papers one may find 

preserved in the Kansas State Historical library. Finally, the 

author obtained further fresh material by interviewing some of 

the few Territorial editors who still survive, 
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character of, 31,32; prepares to found paper, 32; 
incidents during founding, 32,33; retires from 
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classified, 569; use of cuts in, 569; ethics of, t 
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Anderson, Mr., free-state correspondent, 299. 
Andreas's "History of Kansas,11 quoted, 174, 181, 326. 
Anecdotes (see stories, newspaper). 
Anthony, D.R., free-state correspondent and editor.of the 

Leavenworth Conservative, leads mob against the 
Leavenworth Enquirer, 38; correspondent, 299, 
300; sketch of, 490, 491. 

Americus Sentinel, history of, 595. 
April Pool, first one in Kansas, 74-76. 
Armstrong, Mrs. Lucy B., helps Mrs. C.I.H.Nichols, 535. 
Arrests, of free-state men prior to sack of Lawrence, 

153,154. 
Atchison, David R#, part in border troubles, 117; aims 

howitzer at Free State hotel and misses, 158. 
Atchison Freedom's Champion, quoted, 242; on the Repub

lican Party, 243-245; on Harper* s Ferry raid, 255; 
quoted, 309, 481, 550, 593, 594; history of, 595. 



Atchison Pfeifer, history of, 595. 
Atchison Squatter Sovereign, founding of, 140; repu

tation soon achieved, 140, 141; distorts news 
about shooting of Sheriff Jones, 141,142; threats 
of, 142, 143; view of Northern immigrants, 143; 
view of Governor Reeder, 143; approves border 
outrages and force, 144; "glories in its shame,11 
145; views of Pardee Butler and Charles Robinson, 
146; imitated by Kickapoo Pioneer, 146; advocates 
hanging free-state leaders, 146; quoted, 151, 175; 
on sack of Lawrence, 176; on border troubles, 177-
179; on Lane's army, 179, 180; on Northern immi
grants, 180; quoted, 181, 182, 183; editors of 
return from war, 183; sale of, 220; valedictory of 
221; bought by agents of Massachusetts Emigrant 
Aid Company, 432-434; quarrels with neighbors, 453 
quoted, 502; history of, 595. 

Atchison Union, tilt with Mrs. C.1.H.Nichols, 537; his
tory of, 596. 

Atchison Zeitung, history of, 596. 
Auburn Docket, history of, 596. 
Auburn Transcript, history of, 596. 

B 

Babb, Edmund, free-state correspondent, 301; meets 
John Brown, 340; takes no part in Harper's Ferry 
raid, 343« 

Bachelors, ridicules by S.Z•Prouty, 481, 482. 
Baldwin City Kansas Messager, history of, 596, 597. 
Baltimore Bun, correspondent of in Kansas, 371. 
Bennett, R.P., pro-slavery editor of Lecompton Union, 

relation to assault on Governor Geary, 500, 501. 
Bickerton, Thomas, uses type of Lawrence Herald of 

Freedom for cannon balls, 190, 191. 
Big Springs convention, called, 88; events leading to, 

88 seqq.; opposed by Lawrence faction, 88 seqq.; 
Lawrence convention lamely indorses, 88, 89; 
election for at Blanton's Bridge, 90; results of, 
90 seqq.; compromise of, 9o, 91; denounced, 91, 92 
relation of Lawrence Free State to, 93; of Abraham 
Lincoln to, 93; 624, n. 1. 

Black Jack, affair at in which K. Clay Pate is captured 
by John Brown, 379-384, 

Black Jack "Unknown," history of, 597.. 
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"Black Law" men, character of, 62; compromise at 
Big Springs, 90, 91; significance of in Free 
State party, 91-93• 

BIOBS, W.W., shot, 520. 
Bogus Legislature (first), armed resistance to urged 

by Charles Robinson, 84, 85; Lawrence Free State 
discusses resistance to, 103, 104; election of, 
118; repudiated by Martin F. Conway, 308; 619, n. 23. 

Bogus Legislature (second), elected, 170, 
Books on Kansas Territory, 288, 289. 
Border outrages, part of pro-slavery editors in, 500 seqq. 
Border ruffian, described by William A. Phillips,315. 
"Border ruffian," origin of expression, 507. 
Border troubles in first period of Territorial jour

nalism, 121 seqq. 
Border warfare, 19, 20. 
Branson Rescue, part of Samuel N. Wood in, 305; part 

of Samuel F. Tappan in, 306. 
Breckenridge faction in pro-slavery press, 250. 
Brewerton, G. Douglas, Eastern correspondent, 371; 

sketch of, 377, 378. 
Brindle, William, pro-slavery editor, sketch of, 516, 

517. 
Brown, GeorgeWashington, founder and free-state editor 

of the Lawrence Herald of Freedom, announces his 
intention of founding a free-state paper in Kansas 
Territory, 39; bargains with Massachusetts Emi
grant Aid Company, 40; issues first number of the 
Herald of Freedom, 40, 41; starts to Kansas, 41; 
difficulties on way, 44; arrives in Lawrence and 
begins to build office, 44; statements regarding 
relative time of appearance of Lawrence Free State 
and the Herald of Freedom, 50; victim of April 
Fool joke, 74-76; quoted, 125, 126; arrested, 153; 
claim for type of Herald of Freedom melted into 
cannon balls, 192; offers to give type free, 192; 
favors voting policy of October, 1857, 208, 209; 
favors voting policy of January, 1858, 211-213; 
defended by rfhite Cloud Chief, 212; favors accept
ing the Lecompton constitution, 213, 214; story 
about, 232-234; attacks Northern correspondents, 
347, 348; supports Charles Robinson, 355; indicted 
for treason and arrested, 396; jailed, 396; trial 
and release of, 396, 397; intimate with Governor 
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Walker, 401, 402; statement of how advertising was 
secured for Herald of Freedom from government, 402; 
praises Governor Walker, 402, 403; claims of, 403, 
404; attacks on, 405 seqq•; affair of "Cock Robin,11 
405 seqq.; accused of treachery by William A. 
Phillips, 406, 407; attacks free-state corres
pondents, 407, 408; visited by angry correspondents, 
408; challenged to duel by Richard Realf, 408; his 
version of the duel, 408, 409; denounced in a 
public placard by Realf, 410; vindicated on voting 
policy of October, 1857, 411; defended by Wh ite 
Cloud Chief, 411, 412; leads "hunker wing," 417; 
advocates accepting the Lecompton constitution, 417, 
418; leads move to reorganize the Free State party, 
418, 419; losing caste rapidly, 419; wife gets 
divorce, 419, 420; account of how the Herald of 
Freedom came to suspend, 420, 421; sketch of, 421-
427; as viewed by John Brown and John James Xngalls, 
424; escorted to Lecompton, 503; 617, n• 4; quoted, 
646, n. 21, 

Brown, Krs. G.W., efforts to reestablish the Herald of 
Freedom, 397, 398; brings cash from the North, 400; 
gets divorce, 419, 420. 

Brownj John, commits Pottawatomie murders, 20, 163; 
battle of Black Jack, 164; effect of his crime on 
pro-slavery newspapers, 173, 174; Harper's Perry 
raid stirs the press, 253 seqq.; coterie of friends 
among the free-state correspondents, 312 seqq.; 
relationship to Northern correspondents, 328-354; 
influence of Territorial newspapers on, 329; move
ments in Territorial Kansas, 330-333; meets John E. 
Cook, 336; meets James Redpath, 336, 337; meets 
William A. Phillips, 330; meets Richard J. Hinton, 
John Henry Kagi, and Richard Realf, 339; meets 
Augustus Wattles, Charlie Lenhart, and Edmund Babb, 
340; knows William Hutchinson, Martin F. Conway, 
J.M.Winchell, Mr. Anderson, and Hugh Young, 340, 
341; leans on Kagi, 341, 342; captures H. Clay Pate, 
381-383; treaty of peace with Pate, 384; opinion 
of G.W.Brown, 424. 

Bryant, William Cullen, quoted in New York Evening Post, 
12, 13. 

Burlington Free Press, history of, 597* 
Burlington Neosho Valley Register, founding of, 444; 

history of, 597. 
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Butler, Rev. Pardee, outrage on, 122; outrage on 
commended by Atchiso n Bquatter Sovereign, 146; 
live really saved by R.S.Kel ley? 506. 

Byers, William, founds second newspaper in the gold 
fields, 261-263. 

G 

Calhoun, John, pro-slavery editorial writer, 518. 
Campaign papers, 584. 
Candle box frauds, 201, 202; 623, n. 7. 
Carey, P.H., pro-slavery correspondent, 371; work of, 

375. 
Carruth, W.K., quoted, 273, 276. 
Cato, Sterling G., pro-slavery editorial writer, 518. 
Census of 1860, quoted, 62; 625, n. 11. 
Centropolis Kansas Leader, favors voting policy of 

October, 1857, 208, 209; claims first advocacy of 
voting policy, 209; history of, 597. 

Chapman, Mrs. C.P., woman correspondent, sketch of, 525. 
Chapman, Dr., free-state correspondent, 301. 
Charleston Mercury, correspondent of, 371• 
Cherry Creek Pioneer (see Denver Cherry Creek Pioneer). 
Circulation of Territorial papers, 573 seqq.; problems 

of serious, 573; source of, 573; size of sub
scription lists, 573; rates, 573; schemes to se
cure subscribers, 573-575; agents, 574; diffi
culties of distribution, 575, 576; "law of news
papers," 576; days on which papers appeared, 577, 

Claims for losses, attitude of newspapers toward, 266, 
267; of Herald of Freedom, 390-395; 631, n. 29. 

"Claquerseditorial on in Herald of Freedom, 407. 
Clardy, J.S., pro-slavery editor, 520. 
Clarke, G.W., pro-slavery journalist, leads ruffians 

in sack of Lawrence, 153; leads party that destroys 
Lawrence Free Dtate, 155. 

"Cock Robin," episode of, 405-414. 
Cody, Mrs. J.A., woman editor, sketch of, 529, 530, 
Commercial effects on Kansas of Territorial newspapers, 

•542 seqq. 
Compromise of 1850, conditions preceding, 9, 10; terms 

of, 10. 
Cone brothers, free-state editors, 492. 
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Conver, P.O., editor of Topeka Kansas State Journal, 
sketch of, 466, 467• 

Conway , Martin F., free-state correspondent, 371} 
sketch of, 307-310; opposes voting policy of 
October, 1857, 325. 

Cook, John E., free-state correspondent, sketch of, 
316-318; meets John Brown, 336; joins John Brown*s 
band, 339; escapes at Harper's Ferry but is cap
tured and hanged, 344; nearly escapes before he is 
hanged, 345, 346. 

Correspondence in Territorial newspapers, source of, 553, 
554; evolution of, 553, 554. 

Correspondents in Territorial Kansas, of New York papers, 
280-283; of Boston papers, 283, 284; of Washington 
papers, 284; of papers of Chicago and vicinity, 
284; of St. Louis papers, 284, 285; of London Times, 
285; of foreign papers, 285, 286; of Territorial 
papers, 553. (See also Northern and Southern cor
respondents). 

Cottonwood Falls Kansas Press, history of, 597. 
Council City Banner, history of, 597, 598. 
Council Grove Kansas Press, founding of, 443; history 

of, 598. 
Country correspondence, evolution of, 553-555. 
Crozier, Robert, free-state editor, sketch of, 471,472. 
Cummings, C.F., free-state editor, captured and thr eat

ened by pro-slavery men, 149. 

D 

Daily papers, 586, 587. 
Danforth, J.H., pro-slavery correspondent, 371; sketch 

of, 376. 
Davis Jefferson, interviewed by J ames Redpath, 322. 
"Defi," Speer*s, text of, 96-98; ridiculed by the 

Lawrence Free State, 98, 99. 
Delahay, Mark W., founder and-free-state editor of the 

Leavenworth Territorial Register, friend to Abraham 
Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas, 110, 111; "Prophecy," 
111; sketch of, 469-471. 

Delaware Free State, terms of founding as town site 
paper, 440, 441; history of, 598. 

Democratic editors (see pro-slavery and Democratic 
editors). 
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Democratic newspapers in Territorial Kansas, split in, 
240; factions of, 240; decline of, 248 seqq.5 
financial straits of, 248; corrupt, 249; factions 
of, 250, 251; uncertainty of political status of, 
251 seqq.| oppose Wyandott constitution, 253; view 
of Harper s Ferry raid, 254 seqq.* 

Democratic Platform, quoted, 374. 
Denominational papers, 584. 
Denver Cherry Creek Pioneer, first paper in the gold 

fields, 261-263; history of, 598. 
Denver Daily Herald, founded, 265; history of, 598. 
Denver Daily Rocky Mountain Hews, history of, 598. 
Denver Rocky Mountain Hews, second paper in the gold 

fields, 261-263; account of, 264; becomes daily, 
265; rival of the Denver Herald, 265, 266; 
history of, 598. 

De Vivaldi, Charles F., Italian refugee and Republican 
editor of Manhattan Western Kansas Express, sketch 
of, 488, 489. 

Doniphan Constitutionalist, quoted, 515, 516, 560, 561; 
history of, 598. 

Doniphan Crusader of Freedom, founded by Lane and Red-
path, 359, 360; quoted, 360-363, 364, 365, 366; 
history of, 599. 

Doniphan Free Press, history of, 599. 
Doniphan Post, history of, 599. 
Douglas, Stephen A., chairman of committee on Terri

tories , 11; opposes Lecompton constitution finally, 
21; debates with Abraham Lincoln, 22. 

Douglas county grand jury, indicts Lawrence newspapers, 
152, 153. 

Douglas faction in Democratic press, 250, 251. 
Dramatic criticism, 566. 
Driggs, pro-slavery and Democratic editor, sketch 

of, 517, 518. 

S 

Eastin, General Lucien J., editor of the Leavenworth 
Herald, takes picture of the 11 old elm,11 28; writes 
effusion to elm tree, 28, 29; becomes partner in 
the Leavenworth Herald, 37, 38; leads troops against 
Lawrence, 153; sketch of, 509, 510. 



Editorial association, beginnings of, 582, 583. 
Editorial "puffs," 570, 571. 
Editorial side of Territorial newspapers, supremacy of 

the editor, 557, 558; quarrelsomeness of editors, 
558 seqq. ; editorial paragraphs, 563., 562; good 
nature in editorial comment, 562, 563; feature 
material of, 563 seqq. 

Editors, pro-slavery editors inarch on Lawrence, 153,. 
154; as soldiers, 185, 186, 187; death of a 
pro-slavery editor, 186, 187; in Leavenworth con
stitutional convention, 226; charged with being 
aids of John Brown in revolutionary plans, 349, 
350; quarrelsomeness of, 558. (Bee also free-state 
and Republican editors, pro-slavery and Democratic 
editors). 

Education, press favors, 548, 549. 
Election of October, 1857, policy of free-state men 

toward, 196 seqq.; apportionment for, 197; basis 
of according to Governor Walker, 197; carried by 
free-state men, 198, 210. 

Elliott, Robert Gaston, founder and editor of the Law
rence Free State and the Delaware Free State, 
agrees to help found paper in Kansas Territory, 42; 
starts with outfit for Kansas, 43; qualifications 
of as editor, 65, 66; entertains Missouri invaders, 
70 seqq.; president of Free State Society, 81; 
receives General James H. Lane into Lawrence, 82 
seqq.; friendly with Lane, 84; helps calls Sand 
Bank convention, 86, 87; makes plea for Big Springs 
call in Lawrence convention, 88, 89; opinion of 
Big Springs compromise, 92; only free-state editor 
in the sack of Lawrence, 154 seqq.; possessor of 
the "first shot fired in the Civil War," 158, 159; 
624, n. 3. 

Elmore, Judge, assaults John H. Kagi and is himself 
badly wounded, 358, 359. 

Elm tree, first office of the Leavenworth Herald, 26, 27 
picture of,'28; effusion to, 28, 29. 

Elwood Advertiser, history of, 599. 
Elwood Free Press, quoted, 252, 253; history of, 599. 
Elwood Journal, history of, 599, 600. 
Elwood Press, quoted, 576; history of, 600. 
Emmert, D.B., Republican editor, sketch of, 489. 
Emporia Kanzas News, quoted, 210, 211; denounces the 

Minneola scheme, 218, 218; quoted, 257, 258, 376; 
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prospectus of quoted, 445; story about, 446; his
tory of, 600. 

English Bill, terms of, 21; occasion of, 203, 204; terms 
of, 204; defeat of, 204; stand of press on, 219, 
220. 

Englishmen as correspondents in Territorial Kansas, 304. 
Equipment, of the Lawrence Herald of Freedom, 388 seqq,; 

of Territorial newspapers, 579 seqq.; buildings, 
579,580; number of employees, 590; 588 seqq. 

p 

Faces of Territorial newspapers, 577, 578. 
Fain, William P., deputy U.S.Marshal, pro-slavery and 

Democratic editor, sketch of, 521. 
Feature material in Territorial newspapers, amount of, 

563; headings of, 563, 564; bad taste of, 564; 
best of, 565; original fiction in, 565, 566; dram^r 
ic criticism in, 566. 

Fiction in Territorial newspapers, 566, 
Farming, attention given to by Territorial newspapers, 

545, 546. 
Financial success of Territorial newspapers, 590 seqq. 
First period of Territorial journalism, 114 seqq.; 

settlement troubles in, 116 seqq.; political move
ments in, 117 seqq.; border troubles in, 121 seqq.; 
pro-slavery newspapers in, 123; free-state news
papers in, 123. 

"First shot in the Civil War,11 158, 159. 
"Foreigners," Sol Miller suspicious of, 484, 485. 
Foreign papers, 583, 584. 
Ft. Scott Democrat, history of, 600. 
Ft. Scott Southern Kansan, history of, 600, 601. 
Fort Titus, battle of, 189-191. 
Founding of Territorial newspapers, causes for, 429 seqq. 
Fourth period of Territorial journalism, length of, 235; 

broadening during, 235 seqq.; relation of national 
events to, 236 seqq.; political movements in, 237 seqq.; 
alignment of newspapers into Democratic or Repub
lican factions, 238; miscellaneous interests 
during, 239 seqq.; number of newspapers in, 246, 
247, 250, 251; non-political newspapers in, 247, 
248; sectarian newspapers of, 248; stirred by 
Harper* s Ferry raid, 254 seqq.; stirred by Charles 
Robinson*s testimony, 256; in campaigns of 1859 and 
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1860, 256 saqq.; in gold field excitement, 259 
seqq.; papers of in gold fields, 260, 261; atti
tude of papers of toward claims for losses, 266, 
267; toward railroads, 267, 268; effect of the 
telegraph on; 268; relief in 1860, 268, 269# 

Free Soil party, birth of, 9. 
Free-state and Republican editors, classes of, 457, 

458; typos among, 458, 459; proprietors" and 
"publishers" among, 460, 461; assistant or 
associate editors among, 461-463; bona fide 
editors, 463 seqq*; youthfulness of, 463, 464; 
experience of before coming to Kansas, 464; na
tivity of, 464, 465; pioneers of before 1857, 465 
seqo.; "men of 157," 473 seqq.; foreign editors 
among, 495; estimate of, 485-487• (See also 
chapter 17 for names of obscure editors). 

Free State hotel, indicted, 152, 153; cannonaded, 158; 
fired, 158. 

Free-state newspapers, in first period of Territorial 
journalism, 123; in second period, 171; founded 
for commercial purposes, not to 'free Kansas,*'429 
seqq.; adjuncts to town booming schemes, 438seqq.; 
quarrels of, 453, 454. 

Free-state newspapers in third period of Territorial 
journalism, number of, 205, 206; stand on voting 
policy of October, 1857, 207-209; advocates of 
voting policy of October, 1857, 208-216; split on 
voting policy of January, 1858, 211-214; denounce 
Minneola scheme, 216 seqq.; oppose English Bill, 
219; rise of, 222 seqq.; personnel of, 222 seqq.; 
back bone of, 224 seqq.; influence on Leaven
worth constitution, 226, 227; relation to Lane-
Jenkins homicide, 227 seqq.; good humor in, 229 seqq. 

Free State party, organized at Big Springs, 90-93; part 
of editors of the Lawrence Free Stat© in, 95, 96; 
rise of after Big Springs, 120, 121; decline of, 
194; Herald of Freedom wishes to revive, 241; death 
of, 245; papers favoring reorganization of, 247; 
relation to t-! art in F. Conway, 307, 308; inevitable 
outgrowth of, 418, 419. 

Free State Society, organize^ with R.G.Elliott as presi
dent, 81. 

French editors, 495. 
"Frontier Guard," Territorial editors and correspondents 

in, 112, 113. 
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G 

Garrett, Charles, foreman of Lawrence Tribune, 458, 459, 
Garvey, E.C.K., founder of Topeka Kansas Freeman, cap

tured and threatened by pro-slavery men, 149; founds 
TopekaFreeman, 441-443; sketch of, 467, 

Geary, John W.f governor of Kansas Territory, attack on, 
500, 501. 

Geary City Era, three-headed town company paper, 449, 
450; quoted, 591; history of, 601. 

German editors, 495. 
Gladstone, Thomas H., correspondent of the London 

Times in Kansas, 285. 
Glasgow Times, quoted, 373. 
Golden City Transcript, founded, 265; history of, 601• 
Golden City Western Mountaineer, founded, 265; history 

of, 601• 
Gold field excitement, 239; part of newspapers in, 259 

seqq. 
Gold field journalism, 260 seqq.; first paper of, 261-

263; hardships of, 261; high prices, 261; 636, n. 11. 
Goodin, Joel K., free-state editor, resolution of, 404; 

sketch of, 483. 
Grant, Dr. Edwin K,, free-state editor of the Geary 

City Era, sketch of, 489, 490. 
Grasshopper Falls convention, call for, 197; meeting of, 

197, 198. 
Grasshopper Falls Gazette, history of, 601• 
Grasshopper Falls Grasshopper, edited by a woman, 529, 

530; history of, 601. 
Grasshopper Falls Jefferson Crescent, history of, 601. 
Greeley, Horace, attends Osawatomie convention, 22, 23; 

dean of Northern editors favoring freedom in 
Kansas, 276, 277; agrees to help the Massachusetts 
Emigrant Aid Company, 278; quoted, 488, 542. 

Halderman, John A., pro-slavery and Democratic editor, 
letter from showing how the Leavenworth Journal 
opposed the Lecompton constitution, 215; 520. 

Hale, Edward Everett, correspondent, 301. 
Hall, Miss Lydia S., woman journalist, 399; sketch of, 

526, 527. 
Hall's "History of the State of Colorado," quoted, 263. 
Hardships endured by Territorial newspapers, 586 seqq.; 
Harper's Ferry raid, stirs Kansas newspapers, 253 seqq. 
Harris, E.P., veteran typo, invited to go to Harper's 

Ferry, 343; 458, 459. 
Henderson, John, editor of the Leavenworth Journal, 

sketch of, 513-515. 
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Higginson, Thomas Wentworth, correspondent, 301. 
Highland Highlander, history of, 602, 
Kinton, Richard J,, free-state correspondent, quoted, 

277, 307, 314, 316; sketch of, 318, 319; quoted, 
320, 321, 323; meets John Brown, 339; joins Brown1s 
band, 339; quoted, 341; has no part in the Harper's 
Ferry raid, 342, 343; plots to help save Brown*s 
men, 345 seqq.; quoted, 350, 351; slandered by 
G.W.Brown, 408; defended by Richard Realf, 408-
410; assists Plumb on the Emporia News, 475; quoted, 
512, 513, 514; 640, n. 19. 

Historical and Scientific Society, founded by T erri
torial editors mainly, 549. 

Holton Cricket, 588, 589; history of, 602. 
Homestead clause, 253. 
Hoover, Hiram, pro-slavery correspondent, 375, 376. 
"Hunker wing" of the Free State party, led by G.W. 

Brown, 417. 
Hunter, O.H., helps reestablish the Herald of Freedom, 

397, 398. 
Hutchinson, William, free-state correspondent, pictures 

destruction of the Lawrence Herald of Freedom, 157; 
account of the type of the Herald of Freedom used 
for cannon balls, 191; quoted, 282, 283; sketch 
of, 316. 

I 

Illustrated paper, 588, 589. 
Indictment of Lawrence newspapers for treason, 119, 

152 ] 53. 
Ingalls, John James, quoted, 275, 276, 301, 302, 311; 

opinion of G.W.Brown, 424; quoted, 436. 
Iowa Point Dispatch, history of, 602. 
Iowa Point Inquirer, history of, 602. 

J 

"Jayhawkers, The," a novel, 565. 
Jones, A.V;., pro-slavery editor, sketch of, 512, 513. 
Jones, Sheriff, alleged murder of, 141, 142; active in 

Lawrence, 151 seqq.; shot, 152; 627, n. 20. 
Journalism, Territorial (See first, second, third, and 

fourth periods of)• 



Junction City Kansas Statesman, 589; history of, 602. 
Junction City Sentinel, history of, 602, 603• 
Junction City Statesman, history of, 603. 

K 

Kagi, John Henry, free-state correspondent, sketch of, 
320, 321; joins John Brown1s band, 339; becomes 
Brown's right-hand man, 341, 342; killed at 
Harper's Ferry, 343, 344; arrested and imprisoned, 
356, 357; assaulted by Judge Klmore, 358, 359. 

Kansas freeing of, no papers founded to "free Kansas," 
429 seqq. 

"Kansas Journalists—Men of 157," 465; 473, 474. 
Kansas-Nebraska bill, introduced, 11; referred to Doug

las, 11; passed and signed, 12; terms of, 12; 
popular excitement over, 12, 13; unsettled politi
cal conditions following passage of, 57, 58. 

Kansas, saving of, controversy over, 1; part of the 
press in, 1 seqq., 273 seqq.; part of the Massa
chusetts Emigrant Aid Company in, 272-274; part of 
Greeley and the Mew York Tribune in, 276 seqq. 

Kansas, significance of as a state in the Union, 4 seqq 
Kansas State Historical Society, origin of, 581, 582. 
Kansas Territory, organization of, 11, 12; boundary 

of, 13, 14; population of at formation of, 14; 
Indian lands in, 14, 15; physical character of, 
14; government of, provisions for at formation of, 
15; vital periods in struggle over, 16, 17; govern 
ors of, 18, 19; constitutional movements in, 20 
seqq.; assistance for, 22; relation to national 
affairs, 22, 23; types of settlers in, 60. 61; 
first legislature of, 118; judiciary of, 119; 
books on, 288, 289. 

Kelley, Robert 8., pro-slavery founder and editor of 
the Atchison Squatter Sovereign, leads troops 
against Lawrence, 153; sketch of, 503-506. 

Key, Thomas J., pro-slavery editor of the Doniphan 
Constitutionalist, 513; sketch of, 515, 516. 

Kickapoo Pioneer, quoted, 146, 147; encourages the 
Kickapoo Rangers, 147; history of, 603. 

King, Captain Henry, quoted, 114, 276, 277, 329; 617, n 
5. 

Kline, Mr., pro-slavery editor, death of, 186, 187. 
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L 

Ladd, E.D., free-state correspondent, 300". 
Landor, Walter Savage, writes ode to Kansas, 276, 287. 
Lane, James K., entrance into Lawrence, 82 seqq.; opinion 

of papers concerninghis killing of Jenkins, 227 
seqq.; story about, 232-234; quarrel with James 
Redpath, 359-366; worshiped by John Speor, 468, 
469; story of, 469; 471, 482; 617, n. 13. 

"Law of subscribers," 576. 
Lawrence, town of, about January 1, 1855, 48, 49; help

less before invaders, 154; sacked, 155 seqq. 
Lawrence Congregational Record, history of, 603. 
Lawrence Free Btate, first office of, 45, 46; later 

office of, 49; time of appearance according to 
G. v.'. Br own, 50; tradition concerning its first 
issue, 51; probable time of appearance, 52, 53; 
policy of inspired by Ab raham Lincoln, 55 seqq.; 
first editorial of, 63-65; opposes Massachusetts 
Emigrant Aid Company in dispute over site of 
Lawrence, 67 seqq.; becomes organ of 'Yo stern and 
'Black Law" men, 67 seqq.; defends Western men, 68 
seqq.; opinion of the E migrant Aid Company, 69, 
70; states the Kansas issue, 70, 71; urges Southern 
immigration, 71, 72; charges Herald of Freedom with 
publishing different and inconsistent issues, 
73, 74; prints "April Fo^l" story, 74-76; policy 
or friendliness toward Missourians, 76 seqq.; 
quotes letter from Missouri slaveholder, 77, 78; 
entertains Missouri invaders, 70 seqq.; gains tho 
respect of all classes, 80 seqq.; aims to organize 
& Free fitate party, 81 seqq.; opposes Charles 
Robinson's speech of July 4, 1855, 85, 86; quoted 
on Big Springs convention, 93, 94; on Big Springs 
compromise, 94, 95; part of its editors in organ
izing the Free State party, 95, 96; sanity of, 96; 
ridicules Speer's "Defi," 98, 99; view of how to 
organize a party, 100; nominates Reeder for Con
gressional Delegate, 100; criticizes Lawrence 
convention,, 101, 102; suggests plan followed out 
at Big Springs, 102, 103; discusses repudiation of 
Bogus Laws, 103, 104; opposes formation of Topeka 
state government, 104, 105; supports Topeka govern
ment, 105; quoted, 105, 106; view of source of 
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border troubles, 106, 107j opposition to the 
Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Company, 107 seqq.; 
estimates of the Company, 107, 108; attitude 
toward Charles Robinson, 108 seqq,; opposes 
Robinson's candicacy for free-state governor, 108-
110; estimate of, 110; relics of, 110; work of in 
first period of Territorial journalism, 131 seqq.; 
support of, 131; differs with political leaders, 
131; estimate of, 132; indicted by Douglas county 
grand jury, 152, 153; location of, 153; destroyed 
155, 156; damage to, 158; sues for losses, 159; 
urges a prohibitory law for liquor, 547, 548; 
quoted, 561; history of, 603, 

Lawrence Herald of Freedom, first number of issued, 40; 
office of, 44, 49; time of appearance according to 
G.W.Brown, 50; probable time of appearance, 52, 53; 
attacks Western men, 68; charged with issuing 
different and inconsistent editions, 73, 74; stand 
of in first period of Territorial journalism, 124 
seqq.; repuration of, 124; quoted, 126, 127; de-
Free State hotel as a fortress, 127; influence of ' 
detrimental to free Kansas, 128 seqq.; quoted, 145; 
indicted by Douglas county grand jury, 152,153; 
building of, 156; entered and destroyed, 156, 157; 
158; picture of its destruction, by William 
Hutchinson, 157; damage to, 159; new editions of 
187 seqq.; type of melted and made into cannon 
balls, 190, 191; office used to hold prisoners, 
191; puts in claims for type used, 192; quoted, 
192; intimacy with Governor Walker, 196; favors 
voting policy of Octoter, 1857, 208, 209; claims 
first advocacy of voting policy, 209; favors 
voting policy of January, 1858, 211, 212; treachery 
of, 213; favors admission of Kansas under the 
Locompto n constitution, 213, 214; opposes Leaven
worth constitution, 219; gets government adver
tising, 221; quoted, 241; opposes organization of 
Republican party, 240; loses aids, 245; its move
ment to reorganize Free State party fails, 245; 
opposes Wyandott constitution, 253; ridicules 
Charles Stearns, 300; coup in Southern Kansas ex
posed, 349; attacks Northern correspondents, 349, 350; 
quoted, 363-365; most noted free-state paper in 
Territorial Kansas, 387; equipment of, 388 eeqq.J 
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editorial force of, 288-290; physical equipment 
of, 390-395; claims for losses in 1855-1856, 
390-395; amount of claims allowed, 395; destruc
tion of, 390-396; reestablishment of, 397-400; 
quoted, 397, 398; gifts to, 397, 398; subscrip
tion list following revival of, 398; day of revival 
of, 399, 400; monopoly of free-state field enjoyed 
by, 400; rumor of its defection, 401; secures 
government advertising, 401, 402; begins to decline, 
404; persistence of charge that it sold out, 405, 
4-06; opinion of Eastern correspondent concerning, 
405; opposed by Quindaro Chindowan, 405; defection 
becomes clear, 417, 410; opposes Leavenworth and , 
Wyandott constitutions, and leads effort to revive 
the Free State party, 418; futility of effort to 
revive Free State party, 418, 419; paper slipping, 
419, 420; death of, 420, 421; center of Territorial 
free-state journalism, 422-424; employees on, 423, 
424; rules about workmen, 423, 424; viewed by John 
Brown, 424; judgment on, 427; aided by Massachusetts 
Emigrant Aid Company, 431, 432; barred from mails, 
504; quoted, 518, 519; women workers about, 525; 
subscription scheme of, 574, 575; quoted, 582, 583, 
591; history of, 603. 

Lawrence Kansas Pioneer, first number of issued, 41. (See 
Lawrence Tribune). 

Lawrence Prairie Gem, history of, 603. 
Lawrence Kansas Tribune, issued by t he Lawrence Free 

State, 45, 46; office of, 49; time of appearance 
of according to G.W.Brown, 50; probable time of 
appearance, 52, 53; work of during first period of 
Territorial journalism, 129; history of, 604. 

Lawrence newspapers, indictment of, 152, 153. 
Lawrence Republican, quoted, 210, 211; exposes voting 

policy of January, 1858, 212, 213; statement of 
Free. State idea, 225; story about Governor Walker1s 
"Proclamation No• 2," 229-231; story about "Gubner" 
Walker, 232; quoted, 248, 248, 249; on Harper's 
Ferry raid, 255; bought by John Speer for Lane, 
258, 259; defends correspondents, 353, 354; quoted, 
406, 407, 408, 409, 410, 433, 537, 583, 584, 592; 
history of, 604. 

Leavenworth Conservative, founded, 490; history of, 605. 
Leavenworth constitution, framed, 203; opposed by 

Lawrence Herald of Freedom, 219; best of the four 
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Territorial constitutions, 225, 226; influence of 
newspapers and editors on, 226, 227; editors in 
convention of, 226, 

Leavenworth constitutional convention, call for, 202; 
meeting of, 203. 

Leavenworth Dor Adler, history of, 605. 
Leavenworth Daily Evening Dispatch, history of, 605. 
Leavenworth Dispatch, history of, 605. 
Leavenworth Dollar Dispatch, history of, 605. 
Leavenworth Inquirer, demolished, 38. 
Leavenworth Herald, founding of as viewed by Captain 

Henry King, 24 seqq.; first office of under an elm 
tree, 26, 27; delayed, 27; picture of first office, 
interior, 27, 28; origin of part of town site scheme, 
29 seqq.; not started to make Kansas a slave state, 
31; sane at first, 31; analysis of first issue of, 
33 seqq.; prospectus of quoted, 34, 35; contents 
of first issue of, 35, 36; feature material of in 
poor taste, 35, 36; advertising in, 36, 37; sub
scription rate of, 36; death of, 37; quoted, 126, 
127; mild in first period of Territorial journalism, 
133, 134; view of Topeka legislature, 134; view 
of Abolitionists, 134; mildness of first editorials, 
134, 135; calls for Missourians to invade Kansas, 
135; characterize^ free-state men, 135; joyful over 
fraudulent election of }"arch 30, 1855, 136; approves 
destruction of the Parkville Luminary, 137; excited 
over murder of Malcolm Clark, 137; approves assault 
on William Phillips, 138; view of Governor Reeder, 
138; discusses quarrel between Lawrence newspapers, 
138, 1391 calm during 'Vakarusa War, 139; tone of 
slowly changes for the worse, 139, 140; approves 
murder of R.r.Brown, 140; advocates the destruction 
of free-state papers, 149; on the Pottawatomie 
massacre, 176, 177; denies, however, that there is 
a serious war in Kansas, 177; on Northern immigrants 
on the Missouri river, 180; on Fort Titus, 182; 
apparent sincerity of, 184, 185; quoted, 220; on 
Lane-Jenkins homicide, 228; quoted, 242, 243; on 
the Harper's Ferry raid, 254, 255; quarrels with 
neighboring papers, 453; quoted, 511; 558, 559; sub
scription scheme of, 575; quoted, 582; history of, 
605, 606. 

Leavenworth Daily Herald, history of, 606. 
Leavenworth Daily Journal, history of, 606. 
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Leavenworth Weekly Journal, on Fort Titus, 182, 183; 
on "Poor Shombre," 184; opposes Lecompton constitu
tion, 215; turned against Lecompton constitution, 
520; quoted, 551; history of, 606. 

Leavenworth Kansas Staatzeitung, history of, 607. 
Leavenworth Kansas Daily Btate Register, history of, 607. 
Leavenworth Daily Ledger, history of, 606. 
Leavenworth Weekly Ledger, history of, 606. 
Leavenworth Weekly L*Estafette du Kansas, history of, 

606, 607. 
Leavenworth Daily L®Estafette du Kansas, history of, 606, 

607. 
Leavenworth Observer, history of, 607. 
Leavenworth papers, editors on, 520 seqq. 
Leavenworth Territorial Register, supports honest "squatter 

sovereignty," 130; questioned by Leavenworth Herald, 
130; thrown into the river, 130; destruction of, 
470; history of, 607. 

Leavenworth Times, founding of, 471, 472; history of, 607. 
Leavenworth Young America, history of, 607, 608. 
Leavenworth Volksblaat, history of, 608. 
Leavenworth Zeitung, history of, 608. 
Lecompton conspiracy, 198 seqq.; defeat of, 204. 
Lecompton constitution, character of, 21; first move 

toward, 170; framed, 199; terms of, 199; fraudulent 
acceptance of, 199; electinn under, 200, 201; 
"candle box" expose, 201, 202; final defeat of, 203, 
204; opposed by pro-slavery papers, 215; acceptance 
of advocated by 0.7/ .Brown and the Herald of Freedom, 
417, 418; signed by pr o-slavery editors, 502, 503. 

Lecompton constitutional convention, election for called 
for, 195; election of membership of, 196; meeting of, 
198, 199; frames Lecompton constitution, 199. 

Lecompton editors, 512 seqq. 
Lecompton National Pemocratm history of, 608. 
Lecompton newspapers, receive editorial help from govern

ment officials, 516 seqq. 
Lecompton struggle, splits pro-slavery press, 214. 
Lecompton Union, quoted on "murder" of Sheriff Jones, 

147, 148; quoted, 148; on sack of Lawrence,176; 
history of, 608. # 

Lenhart, Charlie, free-state printer, editor, and guerilla, 
meets John Brown, 340; takes no part in Harper's 
Ferry raid, 343; tries to help John E. Cook escape, 
345, 346; 599. 
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"Letter-writers," 280 seqq. (See Northern correspondents, 
correspondents)) 

Lincoln, Abraham, debates with Stephen A. Douglas, 22; 
inspires editorial policy of the Lawrence Free State, 
55 seqq,; becomes acquainted with Josiah Miller, 
58; advises Miller regarding the policy of his 
paper in Kansas, 59; soundness of the advice, 60 
seqq.; further relation to Territorial journalism, 
110 seqq.; friend of M.W.Delahay, 110, 111; Delahay1 s 
prophecy, 111; tardily supported by Territorial 
papers in 1860; 111, 112; Kansas journalists in his 
"Frontier Guard," 112, 115. 

Lines, Charles B., free-state correspondent, 302. 
Liquor, attitude of Territorial newspapers toward, 546-

548. 
Liquor nuisance, fought by Mrs. C.1 .H.Nichols, 53 7, 538. 
Literary papers, 584. 
London Times, represented in Territorial Kansas, 285. 
Louisiana Purchase, 6. 
Lovejoy, Rev. Elijah P., papers destroyed and he himself 

killed by mob, 630, n. 18, 

M 

Macdonaid, S.D., free-state and Republican editor, 
sketch of, 478, 479• 

Manhattan Western Kansas Express, quoted, 560; history 
of, 608. 

Manning, E.G., Republican editor, experience of as town 
site editor, 450, 451, 590. 

Marshall, F.J., Pro-slavery and Democratic editor, sketch 
of, 520. 

Martin, George W., quoted, 274; anecdote by, 445; 459; 
quoted, 498, 499, 550. 

Martin, John A., free-state and Republican editor of the 
Atchison Freedom's Champion, sketch of, 479-481 •-

Marysville Democrat, history of, 608. 
Marynvilie Democratic Platform, town site straits of, 

450, 451; 590; history of, 609. 
Marysville Palmetto Kansan, history of, 609. 
Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Company (Society), secures a 

charter, 13; arranges with G.W.Brown for a newspaper 
in Kansas, 39, 40; unfriendly toward Lawrence Free 
State, 45; aids the Herald of Freedom, 45; opposed 
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by Lawrence Free State in claim dispute, 67 seqq.; , 
nature of opposition to by Free State, 107 seqq.; 
beliefs concerning on Missouri border, 116; results 
of publicity' given to, 116, 117; part in saving of 
Kansas, 272, 273, 274; boosted by the New York 
Tribune, 277, 278; immigrants as correspondents, 
298; backs newspapers in Kansas, 430-435; report of 
May, 1854, 430, 431; aids G.W.Brown of the Herald 
of Freedom, 431, 432; controls the Atchison Squatter 
Sovereign and the Quindaro Chindowan, 432-435; 
report of August, 1857, 433, 434; 626, n. 16. 

McBratney, Robert, free-state editor, 478. 
McKown, G.W., pro-slavery editor, 513. 
KcLane, G.W., free-state editor, sketch of, 483, 484. 
McLean, L.A., pro-slavery editorial writer, 518. 
Medary, Samuel, pro-slavery editorial writer, 518. 
Memorial to Mrs. C.I.H.Nichols, 531. 
Mendenhall, Richard, free-state correspondent, 298. 
Merrick, John L. (Jack), free-state editor, founds the 

first gold fields newspaper, 261-263. 
Miller, Josiah, free-state founder and editor of the 

Lawrence Free State, makes preparations to found 
paper in Kansas, 42; starts for Kansas with news
paper outfit, 43; seeks interview with Abraham 
Lincoln, 56, 57; biographical facts about, 56, 57; 
favored politically by Lincoln, 58; advice received 
from Lincoln, 59; names paper after advice received, 
60; editorial qualifications of, 65, 66; friendly 
with Lane, 84; helps call the Sand Bank convention, 
86, 87; arrested, 153; 624, n. 2. 

Miller, Soloraan, founder and editor of the White Cloud 
Kansas Chief, defends G.W.Brown, 411, 412; quoted, 
450; wittily quarrelsome, 452, 453; sketch of, 
484-487; quoted, 516; original "morgue" worker of 
Kansas, 556. 

Minneola, convention at, 203; removal of capital to, 203. 
Minnaola scheme, denounced by free-state newspapers, 216 

seqq. 
Minneola Statesman, history of, 609. 
Minneola town site scheme, 439. 
Missouri Compromise, terms of, 8; repealed, 12. 
Missouri newspapers, divided on the Kansas question, 

372; those favoring free Kansas, 372, 373; those 
opposing free Kansas, 373-375; destroyed in the 
Civil War, 374, 375. 
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Mob law, opposed by Missou ri papers, 372, 
Montgomery, James, free-state guerilla leader, 640, n. 32. 
"Morgue," White Cloud Chief1s collection of material, 

556. 
Mottoes of Territorial newspapers, 578. 
Mound City Linn County Herald, history of, 609. 
Mound City Report, history of, 609. 
Mountain City Rocky Mountain Gold Reporter and Herald, 

founded, 264, 265; history of, 609. 
Murders in first period of Territorial journalism, 121 seqq. 

N 

Names of Territorial newspapers, significance of, 578, 579. 
National Democratic party in Kansas, Lane attempts to 

organize, 84. 
Neutral newspapers, 240, 251. 
Newell, R.3., pro-slavery editor, 520. 
News in Territorial papers, plenty of, 550; not yellow, 

550; placing of, 550, 551; absence of "lead" in, 
551; small headlines of, 551; little double column 
use, 551; technic of, ,551; not exploited, 552; 
illustrations, 552; type of journalism back of, 
552; news from correspondents, 552 seqq.; personal 
touch in, 554, 555; reprint news, 555 seqq.; technic 
of news writing, 556, 557; handling of public 
gatherings, 557• 

Newspaper men (see journalists, editors, correspondents). 
Newspapers, first paper in Kansas, 24 seqq.; first free-

state paper in Kansas, 39 seqq.; in first period 
of Territorial journalism, 123; destruction of, 
148, 149; in second period of Territorial jour
nalism, 171; in third period of Territorial jour
nalism, 204, 205, 206; proportion of free-state 
to pro-slavery, 206; in final period of Territorial 
journalism, 246, 247, 250, 251; part of in saving 
of Kansas, 272 seqq.; first paper on what is now 
Kansas soil, 620, n. 2. 

New York Evening Post, quoted, 12, 13; coup of, 292. 
New York Herald, correspondent of in Kansas, 371. 
New Yor^ Sun, correspondent of in Kansas, 283. 
New York Times, correspondent of in Kansas, 282, 283; 

deceived, 283; 371• 
New York Tribune, estimate of part in saving Kansas, 

276, 277; makes the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid 
Company well known, 277, 278; enlisted in favor of 
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the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Company, 278; quoted, 
279; work of, 279-281; representatives of in Kansas, 
280, 281; knowledge of Kansas matters, 293, 294; 
Lawrence correspondent of in danger, quoted, 357, 
358. 

Nichols, Mrs. Clarinda Irene Howard, woman editor, cor
respondent, and agitator, 299; memorial to, 531; 
arrival of in Kansas, 532; welcomed at Lawrence, 
536 , 534; begins work, 534; in Wyandott constitu
tional convention, 535, 536; as correspondent, 536; 
tilt, 537; death of, 538. 

Non-political newspapers in third period of Territorial 
journalism, 247, 248. 

Non-professional correspondents, 297 seqq. 
Northern correspondents, place in Kansas history, 295-

297; romance of, 295; conditions they saw, 296; 
nature of writings of, 296, 297; non-professional 
correspondents, 297 seqq.; professional corres
pondents, 299 seqq.; names of special men, 303; 
character of work of, 303, 304; pay, 303; youth-
fulness of, 303, 304; Englishmen among, 304; Abo
litionists among, 304; stenographers among, 304; 
literary ability of, 304; diversity of, 304 seqq,; 
names of John Brown coterie, 312, 313; work in 
rousing the North, 324 seqq.; oppose voting policy 
of October, 1857, 325, 326; favor Topeka government, 
325; fail entirely to stay with Free State party, 
326; work against Lecompton constitution, 326; 
work against English Bill, 327; favor organization 
of Republican party in Kansas, 328; in gold fields, 
328; relationship to John Brown, 328-354; fail to 
tell truth about the Pottawatomie affair, 333-336; 
become acquainted with John Brown, 335-341; try to 
help rescue survivors of Brown's band, 345 seqq.; 
attacked by G.W.Brown, 347, 348; relations with 
Charles Robinson, 348-355; attacked by Herald of 
Freedom, 349, 350; defended by Richard J. Hinton, 
350, 351; attacked by Robinson, 351-353; defended 
by Lawrence Republican, 353, 354; power of in 
Territorial days, 355, 356; clashes of, 346 seqq.; 
persecuted by pro-slavery men, 356-359; friendly to 
Lane, 359; estimate of, 367, 368; quarrel with 
G.W.Br own, 405 seqq.; attacked by G. 7', Br own, 407, 408; 
call on Brown for a retraction, 408; praises of 
called forty, 414-416. 
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Northern editors, part in saving of Kansas, 275, 276; 
286, 287• 

Northern newspapers, estimate of their work for 
free Kansas, 274 seqo.; correspondents of in Kansas, 
280 seqq.; Boston papers, 283, 204; Washington 
papers, 284; of the Northwest, 284; of St. Louis, 
284, 285; efforts for Kansas, 290-294; fail always 
to agree with their Kansas correspondents, 293. 

Northern immigrants, as viewed by the Atchison Squatter 
Sovereign, 180; as viewed by the Leavenworth Herald, 
180; as viewed by Andreas' s "History of Kansas," 181. 

Novel published in the Lawrence Herald of Freedom, 565. 

0 

Olathe Herald, history of, 609. 
Olathe Johnson County Standard, history of, 609. 
Olathe Mirror, history of, 609, 610. 
Origin of newspapers, 429 seqq.; of pro-slavery papers, 

436 seqq.; of free-state papers, 438 seqq. 
Osawatomie Southern Kansas Herald, history of, 610. 
Osawatomie Times, almost destroyed by ruffians, 159, 

160; history of,610. 
Osborne, Thomas A., 458, 459. 
Osborn, William J., co-founder of the Leavenworth 

Herald, 32; retired, 37. 
Oskaloosa Independent, history of, 610. 
Ottumwa Journal, quoted, 589; history of, 610. 

P 

Palermo Leader, history of, 610. 
"Palmetto City," 550. 
Paola Argus, history of, 610. 
Paola Chief, history of, 611. • 
Parkville, Missouri, Luminary, destroyed, 136, 137, 148 • 
Pate, K. Clay, pro-slavery editor and correspondent, 

quoted, 317, 318; captured at Black Jack by John 
Brown, 331, 371; sketch of, 378-386; work of as 
editor, 378; character of, 379; influence of, 379; 
relations with John Brown, 379-384; tells of the 
Pottawatomie massacre, 379, 380; brief biography of, 
380, 381; captured by John Brown, 381-383; asserts 
treachery, 382, 383; treaty of peace, 384; nature 
of his correspondence, 395; example of correspondent 
385, 386. 
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Pen-names of correspondents (see chapter 9). 
Periods of Territorial journalism, first, 114 seqq; 

second, 162 seqq.; third, 193 seqq.; fourth,235 seqq, 
Peters, Peter H., pro-slavery editor, sketch of, 519, 

520. Phillips, William, lynching of a result of 
newspaper agitation, 511. 

Phillips, William A., correspondent of the New York 
Tribune, sketch of, 313-316; opposes the voting 
policy of October, 1357, 325; meets John Brown, 
338; ignorant of Brown's final plans, 339; quoted, 
344; friend to Lane, 359; accused G.V.Brown of 
treachery, 406, 407. 

"ni9," 585, 586. 
Plumb, ^reston B., founder and editor of the Emporia 

Kansas News, gets MS. of "Cock Robin," 412; sketch 
of, 475. 

Poets, favor free Kansas, 275, 276, 287. 
Polish editor, 495. 
Political journalism, broader aspects of, 541, 542. t 
Political journals, development of town site papers into, 

454, 455. 
Political movements in first period of Territorial 

journalism, 117 seqq. 
Pollard, Hi Rives, pro-sicvery editor, sketch of, 510-

512. 
Pottawatomie massacre, 163; influence of on pro-slavery 

newspapers, 173, 174; announced by Leavenworth 
Herald, 176, 177; misrepresented by Northern 
correspondents,t333-335. 

Prairie City Freeman s Champion, quoted, 207, 208; quotes 
Emporia News, 217; gives line-up of Minneola 
opponents, 217, 218, 219; quoted, 241, 447, 448, 
505, 517, 518, 571, 572, 588, 592, 593; history of, * 
611. 

Prentis, Noble L., quoted, 487, 495. 
Printers (see typos). 
Printers' festival, 580, 581• 
"Proclamation No. 2," 229-231• 
Professional correspondents (see Northern and Southern 

correspondents). 
Projected papers,450, 451. 
Prophecy, Delahay's, 111. 
"Proprietors," (see free-state and Republican editors). 
Pro-slavery and Democratic editors, handicaps of, 498, 

499; age of, 499; part of in border outrages, 499 seqq.; 
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activity in Bogus Legislature, 502 seqq.; sketches 
of, 503 seqq.; at Lecompton, 512 seqq.; at Leaven
worth, 520 seqq •; estimate of, 522. (J>se also chapter 
17 for names of obscure editors). 

Pro-slavery papers in first period of Territorial jour
nalism, 123. 

Pro-slavery papers in second period of Territorial 
journalism, number of, 171; viciousnosn of, 172, 
173; as affected by Pottawatomie massacre, 173, 174; 
according to Andreas1n "History of Kansas," 174; 
truthful on John Brown's terrible deed, 174, 175. 

Pro-slavery papers in third period of Territorial jour
nalism, 204, 205; split on Lecompton constitution, 
214 seqq,; favor English Bill, 219, 220; decline 
of, 220 seqq.; hard times for, 221 seqq.; relation 
to Lane-Jenkins homicide, 227 seqq. 

Pro-slavery newspapers, tell truth about the Pottawatomie 
affair, 335; not founded to make Kansas a slave state, 
429 seqq.; origin of in town site schemes, 436 seqq#; 
quarrels of, 453• 

Drouty, 5.8•, free-state and Republican editor, quoted, 
317, 322, 328; founds town site papers, 443-445; quoted, 
4471 448; sketch of, 481, 482. 

Publicists, favor free Kansas, 275, 276; 206, 287, 288. 
Publicity, part of in saving of Kansas, 272 seqq.; 287, 288. 
ublicity campaign in behalf of Kansas, 2 seqq.; effect 

of cm Territorial journalism, 3, 4. 
Public printers, 585, 586. 
"ublic printing, 535, 536. 
Publishers (see free-state and Republican editors). 
?u rkins, G. ., pro-slavery editor, 520. 

o 

Quindaro Chindowan, denies claim of G.'1 .Brown concerning 
origin of voting policy of October, 1857, 403, 404; 
controlled by tho lasrachu setts Emigrant Aid Company, 
434, 435; forn. C.I.H.Nichols employed on, 334; quoted, 
561; history of, 611. 

Quindaro Tribune, history of, 611. 

R 

Railroads, attitude of newspapers toward, 267, 268. 
Real estate paper, 584. 
Realf, Richard, free-state correspondent, sketch of, 319, 

320; quoted regarding his opposition to the voting 
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policy of October, 1857, 326; meets John Brown and 
joins his band, 339; goes to England and takes no 
part in the Harper's Ferry raid, 342; challenges 
G.W.Brown to a duel, 408; result of the challenge, 
408-410; denounces G.W.Brown in public placard, 410; 
writes "Cock Robin," 412-414. 

Redpath, James, free-state correspondent, quoted, 288; 
sketch of, 321-322; opposes voting policy of October, 
1857, 325; quoted on Pottawatomie affair, 333; meets 
John Brown, 336, 337; fails to take part in the 
Harper's Ferry raid, 343; quarrel with Lane, 359-366; 
quoted, 377; as viewed by H. Clay Pate, 385, 386; 
admits G.W.Brown was correct on voting policy of 
October, 1857, 411; tilt with Dr. J.H.Stringfellow, 
508, 509. 

Reid, 5.G., sketch of, 513. 
Religion, stand of Territorial press on, 548. 
Religious press, 554. 
Relief in 1860, attitude of Territorial newspapers 

toward, 268, 269• 
Reprint material, 555 seqq.; from Eastern and local 

papers, 555; effect of the telegraph on, 555, 556. 
Republican editors (see Free-state and Republican editors). 
Republican newspapers, inaugurate movement for organiza

tion of the Kansas branch of the Republican party, 
240 seqq.; number of in final period of Territorial 
journalism, 246, 247; uncertainty of political 
status of, 251 seqq.; favor the Wyandott constitu
tion, 253; view of Harper's Ferry raid, 254 seqq.; 
stirred by Charles Robinson1s testimony, 256; in 
campaigns of 1859 and 1860, 256, 257; support Seward, 
257. 

Republican party (Kansas branch), founded at Osawatomie, 
22; organization of, 237; movement toward, 237; 
opposition to, 237; Osawatomie convention, 237, 238; 
movement for started by the press, 240 seqq.; opposed 
by the Lawrence Herald of Freedom, 240; failure of 
opposition to, 245, 246; organization of supported 
by northern correspondents, 328. 

Republican party (National branch), organized, 168; 
part of J.C.Vaughan in founding of, 475, 476. 

Revival of Lawrence Herald of Freedom, 399, 400. 
Richardson, Albert Dean, free-state correspondent, quoted, 

309, 310; sketch of, 310, 311; quoted, 514. 
Ritchfieid Enterprise, quoted, 374. 
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Robinson, Charles, makes 4th of July speech counseling 
armed resistance, 84 seqq.;candidacy of opposed by 
the Lawrence Free State, 108 seqq,; arrested, 153; 
testimony of before Harper*s Ferry investigating 
committee, 256; controversy with correspondents, 
348-355; comes into disfavor with the reporters, 
351; loses favor with Territorial journalists, 
354, 355; interested in Quindaro Chindowan, 434; 
617, n*2; 627, n. 25. 

Robinson, Mrs. Sara T.L., correspondent, 300; sketch of 
work of as journalist, 523 seqq.: 

Root, Frank A., pioneer typo, 458, 459. 
Ropes, Mrs. Hannah Anderson, woman journalist, sketch of 

her work, 527, 528. 
Ross, Edmund G., free-state and Republican editor, sketch 

of, 476, 477. 
Ross, W.W., free-state and Republican editor, sketch of, 

476, 477. 

Sack of Lawrence, 155 seqq.; Lecompton Union on,175; 
Atchison Squatter Sovereign on, 176. 

St. Louis Missouri Democrat, favors free-soil in Kansas, 
372, 373. 

St. Louis News, quoted, 372. 
St. Louis Republican, leads fight against free-soil in 

Kansas, 373, 
Sanborn, Frank B., correspondent, 301. 
Sand Bank convention, called by Miller and Elliott and 

others, 86, 87; membership of, 87, 88; meeting of, 
87, 88; results of, 88. 

Scientific and Historical Society, 581, 582. 
Second period of Territorial journalism, duration of, 

162; border troubles during, 163 seqq.; murders 
during, 163 seqq.; national events relating to 
Kansas during, 167 seqq.; political events during, 
169 seqq.; pro-slavery papers during, 171; free-
state papers during, 171. 

Seward, W.H., supported by Kansas press in 1860, 112. 
Shawnee Monitor, history of, 611. 
Shawnee Sun, first newspaper on what is now Kansas soil, 

history of, 611 seqq.; 
Sherrard, "Bill," bully, 500, 501. 
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Size of Territorial newspapers, 577, 578. 
Slavery, its relation to Territorial Kansas, 5 seqq. 
Southern correspondents in Kansas, number of, 371; names 

of principal ones, 371; 375, 378; work of, 379 seqq. 
Southern immigrants, become free-state men in Kansas, 

62, 63; attempts to secure, 643, n. 1. 
Southern newspapers, lack of interest in Kansas, 371; 

fewness of correspondents in Kansas, 371; of 
Missouri, 3727375. 

Special correspondents (see Northern and Southern cor
respondents, professional correspondents, etc.). 

Speer, John, founder and editor of the Lawrence Kansas 
Tribune, make s preparations to found a paper in 
Kansas, 41; issues first number of the Lawrence 
Kansas Pioneer, 41; starts for Kansas with news
paper outfit, 41, 42; delayed, 43; gets Lawrence 
Free.State to print his paper, 46; "Defi" quoted, 
96-98; ridiculed for his "Defi" by the Lawrence 
Free State, 98, 99; buys the Lawrence Republican 
to support Lane, 258, 259; correspondent, 301; 
quoted, 308; becomes a friend of Lane, 354, 355; 
sketch of, 4677469. 

Speer, Joseph L., free-state correspondent, 300, 
Squatter Sovereign (see Atchison Squatter Sovereign). 
"Squatter sovereignty," provisions of, Q; first 

promulgated, 9; put into effect, 12. 
Stanton, F.P., government official as editorial writer, 

518, 520. 
Stearns, Charles, Abolitionist and free-state corres

pondent, denounced Big Springs compromise, 91; 300; 
626, n. 16• 

Stories, newspaper, first "April Fool" in Kansas, 74, 75; 
how James H. Lane came to settle in Lawrence, 82 
seqq•;"Proclamation No. 2," 229-231; "Gubner' 
Walker, 232; White Cloud Chief on Walker, Brown, and 
Lane, 232-234; Lawrence Republican on Lane, 258, 259; 
"The Danite Organization," 360-363; "Cock Robin," 
405-414; about G.W.Brown, 426; about the Prairie 
City Freeman's Champion, 445; Emporia News, 446; 
Geary City Era, 449, 450; about E.C. Manning, 450, 451; 
"Pete" Conver, 466, 467; Lane and Speer, 469; Lane 
and Delahay, 471; Robert KcBratney, 478; John A. 
Martin, 479, 480; Lane, 482; G.W.McLane, 484; 
White Cloud Chief's burlesque, 486; C.F.De Vivaldi, 
489; Dr. E.H.Grant, 490; T.D.Thacher, 493; about 
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H.P.Bennett, 501; R.S.Kelley, 504, 505; Lane, 505; 
Redpath and Stringfellow, 508; Jack Henderson, 
514, 515; Thomas J. Key, 515, 516; S.W.Driggs, 
517, 518; of Kansas University, 518, 519; W.P.Fain, 
521; of Mrs. C.1.H.Nichols, 533, 534, 537; "Palmetto 
City," 550; "how it felt," 564; "puffs," 571; "The 
Atlantic Telegraph Outdone," 576; an editor in luck, 
593; Governor Walker, 619, n. 24. 

Stotler, Jacob, free-state editor, 475. 
Stringfellow brothers, correspondents, 375. 
Stringfellow, Dr. John K., founder and editor of the 

Atchison Squatter Sovereign, leads troops against 
Lawrence, 153; sketch of, 506-509; story of, 508. 

Struggle in Kansas Territory, part of journalists in, 456 
seqq.j unpleasant events in, 456, 457. 

Subscriptions (see circulation). 
Sumner Gazette, history of, 613. 
Sumner Daily Gazette, history of, 613. 
Sumner Western Spy, woman editor of, 530; history of, 613• 
Sumner, town of, as viewed in town site lithograph, 436. 
Swift, Frank B., free-state typo, 458, 459. 
Swinton, John, free-state correspondent, 302. 

T 

Tappan, Samuel F., free-state correspondent, sketch of, 
306, 307. 

Taylor, R.B., Republican editor, 478, 479. 
Tecumseh Note Book, quoted, 560; history of, 613, 614. 
Tecumseh Settler, history of, 614. 
Tecumseh Southerner, history of, 614. 
Telegraph, effect of on Territorial journalism, 268; 

effect of on news of Territorial papers, 555, 556* 
Temperance, stand of press on, 546-548. • 
Territorial Kansas (see Kansas Territory). 
Thacher, T.Dwight, editor of the Lawrence Republican, 

free-state correspondent, 302; sketch of, 493-495. 
Thayer, Fli, secures aid of Horace Greeley for the 

Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Company, 278; 617, n.l. 
Third period of Territorial journalism, length of, 193; 

political movements in, 193-204; significance of, 
193, 194; free-state papers during, 205, 206; pro-
slavery papers during, 204, 205. 

Titus, Fort, battle of, 189, 190, 191. 
Tomlinson, William P., free-state correspondent, 301. 
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Topeka Communicator, history of, 614. 
Topeka constitution, character of, 20, 21; formation of, 

120; death of, 202, 203. 
Topeka government, organization of opposed and then 

supported by Lawrence Free State, 104, 105. 
Topeka Kansas Freeman, work of during first period of 

Territorial journalism, 129, 130; terms of founding 
of as town site newspaper, 441-443; quoted, 588; 
history of, 614, 615. 

Topeka legislature, rise of, 119,120,121. 
Topeka Kansas State Journal, lives briefly, 129, 130; 

history of, 615. 
Topeka State Record, on Harper*s Ferry raid, 255, 256; 

history of, 615. 
Topeka Real Estate Intelligencer, history of, 615. 
Topeka Kansas Tribune, on Harper's Ferry raid, 256; his

tory of, 615. 
Topeka woman journalists, 528. 
Town site booming in Territorial Kansas, 435, 436; sample 

of, 436; pro-slavery papers Involved In, 436 seqq.; 
free-state papers involved in, 436 seqq.; Minneola 
scheme, 439; in gold fields, 440; remuneration of, 
440 seqq.; importance of papers in recognized by 
editors, 445-448; complications in papers of owing 
to politics of editors of, 448 seqq.; financial, 
straits of, 450 seqq.; quarrels of, 452 seqq.; 
development of into political journals, 454, 455. 

Tracey brothers, free-state editors, 492. 
Treason, indictment of Lawrence papers for, 119. 
Treaty of peace, between John Brown and H. Clay Pate, 384. 
Troy Democrat, history of, 615. 
Troy Doniphan County Di spatch, history of, 615. 
Type , of Lawrence Herald of Freedom thrown into street 

and river, 156, 157; of Lawrence Free State thrown 
into the street and river, 156; of Herald of Freedom 
used for cannon balls, 190, 191, 192. 

Typos of Territorial Kansas, 458, 459. 
Typography, excellence of in Territorial papers, 577. 

U 

Unions in Territorial days, 580. 

V 

Vaughan, Champion, free-state editor, sketch of, 476. 
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Vaughan, John C., free-state and Republican editor of the 
Leavenworth Times, sketch of, 475, 476. 

Villard, Henry, free-state correspondent, 311, 312. 
Villard1s "John Brown," quoted, 381-384. 
Violence toward newspapers, Parkville Luminary, 148; 

Lovejoy's papers in Illinois, 148, 149, 630, n. 18; 
Leavenworth Territorial Register destroyed, 148, 149; 
comments of Leavenworth Herald of July 21, 1855, 149; 
during Wakarusa War, 149; destruction of Lawrence 
papers, 150 seqq•; Osawatomie Times, 159, 160. 

Vogl, Mrs. Susie Crane, woman editor of the Sumner Western 
Spy,,sketch of, 330. 

Voting policy of free-3tate men, prior to October, 1857, 
195; on question of voting in October, 1857, 196, 
197; settled at Grasshopper Falls, 198; oppo sed by 
correspondents, 198, 326; G.W.Brown claims origin 
of, 403; Quindaro Ghindowan shows origin of, 403, 
404; of January, 1858, 200, 201; Northern cor
respondents split on policy in January, 1858, 326. 

W 

Wages of printers in Territorial days, 580. 
Wakaruda War, causes as viewed by the Lawrence Free 

State, .106, 107; 122 seqq.; Leavenworth Herald 
calm during, 139; renewal of hostilities In spring 
following, 150 seqq.; part of Samuel N. Wood in, 
305; part of Samual F. Tappan in, 306; 628, n. 37. 

Walden, J.M., free-state and Republican editor of the 
Quindaro Ghindowan, 474, 475. 

Walker, Governor R.J., suspicious political activity of, 
195, 196; intimacy with editor of Herald of Freedom, 
196; ridiculed by Lawrence Republican, 229-231; 
story about, 232; White Cloud Chief story about, 
232-234; intimate with G.W.Brown, 402, 403; 518, 
520. 

Walsh, Hugh S., pro-slavery editorial writer, 518. 
Wattles, Augustus, free-state journalist, meets John 

Brown, 340; 461, 462. 
Webb Scrap-Eooks, quoted, 52, 53, 298. 
Weede, George W., quoted, 263. 
Westport Star of Empire, edited by H.Clay Pate, 374. 
Western Champion, quoted, 374. 
Western men, character of in Territorial Kansas,60, 61; 

influence of, 61 seqq.; origin of, 61, 62. 



710 

White, W.D., 520. 
White Cloud Kansas Chief, favors voting policy of 

October, 1857, 208, 209; quoted, 212, 221; apparent 
conservatism of, 223, 224; quoted, 224; story about 
Governor Walker, 232-234; quoted, 249; on Harper* s 
Ferry raid, 256; doubts gold field stories, 26; 
defends G.V.Brown, 411, 412; quoted, 484, 485, 591, 
592, 593; history of, 615. 

Wilder, D.W., free-state and Republican editor of Slwood 
Free Press and Leavenworth Conservative, quoted, 
273, 275, 276, 390; sketch of, 491, 492; quoted, 
629, notes 1 and 2. 

V/ilmot Proviso, 9. 
Winchell, J.M», free-state correspondent, 299. 
Women journalists, reason for scarcity of, 523; names of, 

523 eeqq.; about the Herald of Freedom, 535; in 
Topeka, 528. 

Women printers, 580, 581. 
Woman1s rights paper, 584, 585. 
Wood, Samuel N., free-state correspondent and editor, 

sketch of, 304, 305; founds town site papers, 
443; opinion of town site paper, 446, 447. 

Woodson, Daniel, pro-slavery journalist, 512. 
Wyandott Citizen, quoted, 528, 529; history of, 615. 
Wyandott Commercial Gazette, history of, 616. 
Y/yandoti constitution, accepted, 22, 238; view of 

press toward, 252, 253. 
Wyandott Daily Gazette, history of, 616. 
Wyandott City Register, history of, 616. 
Wyandott Western Argus, history of, 616. 

Y 

Young, Hugh, free-state correspondent, 301. 


